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WITH     THE     AUTHOR'S     COMPLIMENTS. 


This  Volume  is  now  issued  separately.  Volume  II.,  containing  the 
Evidence,  Extracts  from  Documents,  &c,  is  delayed  by  the 
preparation  of  the  Index,  but  will,  it  Is  hoped,  be  ready  before 
very  long. 
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PREFACE. 


THE  history  of  a  Scottish  family,  written  for  private  circulation  among  Preface, 
its  members  and  those  connected  with  it,  needs  no  apology  to  secure 
its  welcome  by  them.  An  interest  in  their  forbears  is  proverbially 
characteristic  of  the  Scottish  race,  so  that  Lockhart  has  spoken  of  the  "  ell 
of  genealogy "  appropriate  to  every  Scotsman.  This  feeling,  ineradicable 
from  their  character,  exists  among  all  classes  of  the  people,  and  is  based, 
not,  as  is  sometimes  supposed  by  those  who  neither  share  nor  understand  it, 
on  mere  pride,  but  on  a  sense  of  clanship  which  extends  even  beyond  the 
present  members  of  the  clan.  "  It  is  the  mark  of  the  Scot  of  all  classes," 
says  a  great  Scottish  writer,1  whose  knowledge  of  the  national  character  was 
unrivalled,  "  that  he  stands  in  an  attitude  towards  the  past  unthinkable  to 
Englishmen,  and  remembers  and  cherishes  the  memory  of  his  forbears,  good 
and  bad  ;  and  there  burns  alive  in  him  a  sense  of  identity  with  the  dead 
even  to  the  twentieth  generation." 

This,  as  expressing  the  quality  of  the  Scottish  feeling,  is  admirably  said, 
but  it  must  not,  I  think,  be  taken  to  exclude  others  than  Scotsmen  from  an 
interest  in  their  progenitors,  which  is,  I  believe,  common  to  every  nation, 
and  as  old  as  the  most  ancient  race.  Thus  Rousseau  confesses  that  of 
all  pride  none,  except  that  based  on  personal  merit,  is  as  pardonable  as 
pride  of  birth  ;2  and  even  the  cynical  Gibbon  has  no  sneer  for  a  love  of 
ancestry.  "  A  lively  desire,"  he  says  in  his  Memoir  of  my  own  Life,  "  of 
knowing  and  recording  our  ancestors  so  generally  prevails,  that  it  must 
depend  on  the  influence  of  some  common  principle  in  the  minds  of  men. 
We  seem  to  have  lived  in  the  persons  of  our  forefathers ;  it  is  the  labour 
and  reward  of  vanity  to  extend  the  term  of  this  ideal  longevity.  .  .  .  Our 
calmer  judgment  will  rather  tend  to  moderate  than  to  suppress  the  pride  of 
an  ancient  and  worthy  race.  The  satirist  may  laugh,  the  philosopher  may 
preach,  but  Reason  herself  will  respect  the  prejudices  and  habits,  which  have 
been  consecrated  by  the  experience  of  mankind.  Few  there  are  who  can 
sincerely  despise  in  others  an  advantage  of  which  they  are  secretly  ambitious 
to  partake." 

And  apart  from  such  sentiment,  the  study  of  the  past  history  of  a 
family  may  be  encouraged  on  various  grounds.  Its  critical  examination  gives 
no  little  insight  into  the  value  of  historical  evidence ;  it  serves  (as  Sir 
Walter  Scott  has  said)3  "to  perpetuate  a  great  deal  of  what  is  rare  and 
valuable  in  ancient  manners,  and  to  record  many  curious  and  minute  facts 
which  could  have  been  preserved  and  conveyed  through  no  other  medium  " ; 
the  scientist  may  glean  from  it  some  material  towards  formulating  a  law  of 
heredity ;  while  the  moralist  may  see  in  the  rapid  decline  of  many  families, 
some  evidence  of  "  grit "  and  good  quality  in  those  that  have  kept  them- 
selves prosperous  and  notable  through  a  long  course  of  years. 

'  R.  L.  Stevenson,   Weir  of  Eermiston  (1896),  pp.  113-14. 

2  "S'il  est  uu  orgueil  pardonnable  apres  celui  qui  se  tire  flu  merite  personnel  e'est  celui  qui  se  tire  de 

la  naissance  "   [Confessions  of  J.  J.  Rousseau). 
2  Waverley,  chap.  ii. 
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Preface.  For  myself,  without  seeking  for   its   cause,   I   am  free  to  confess  to  the 

feeling  described  by  Stevenson  as  one  long  possessed  both  by  me  and 
more  than  one  of  my  immediate  predecessors.  My  grandfather  spent 
no  little  of  his  leisure  on  the  genealogical  work  so  often  referred  to  in 
this  book  ;  his  father's  interest  in  bis  name  is  shown  by  a  pedigree  which 
he  entered  up  at  the  Heralds'  College  a  century  ago  ;  while  his  father  again 
wrote  a  history  of  his  wife's  family — the  Dunbars  of  Grange — which  shows 
him  to  have  had  a  taste  in  this  direction. 

It  is  to  the  work  of  my  grandfather  that  the  present  book  may  be  said 
to  owe  its  existence.  Among  my  earliest  recollections  is  a  thin  volume,  which  I 
still  possess,  consisting  of  the  armorial  illustrations  contained  in  the  memoir 
printed  by  him  in  1824.  Of  the  origin  of  these  plates,  and  of  the  existence 
of  any  printed  memoir  to  which  they  belonged,  I  then  knew  nothing,  but 
they  stimulated  my  curiosity;  and,  encouraged  in  my  inclination  while  still 
at  school  by  one  of  my  tutors  who  had  similar  tastes,  I  began  early  to 
collect  material  for  a  history  of  my  name,  copying  into  a  note  book  (long 
since  lost)  such  mentions  of  it  as  I  could  find  elsewhere  than  in  the 
common  books  of  reference  on  such  subjects.  It  was  not,  however,  until 
many  years  later  that  I  became  aware  of  my  grandfather's  small  volume, 
and  of  the  MS.  edition  of  it,  enlarged  and  corrected,  with  which  he 
occupied  himself  from  1827  to  1839.  Of  this  last  I  made  a  copy 
in  1880,  after  which  I  to  some  extent  brought  it  up  to  date,  and  continued 
to  add  various  notes  to  it  from  time  to  time  with  a  view  to  its  ultimate 
publication. 

Fortunately,  however,  for  the  accuracy  and  completeness  of  the  present 
book,  I  delayed  to  carry  out  this  intention  until  after  I  had  chanced,  eight 
or  nine  years  ago,  to  meet  with  the  edition  of  extracts  from  the  Lockit  Builc 
of  Dundee,  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Millar,  which  had  recently  appeared  under  the 
title  of  the  Roll  of  Eminent  Burgesses  of  Dundee.  On  reading  this  I  at 
once  communicated  with  him,  and  heard  for  the  first  time  of  the  vast  mass 
of  Wedderburn  material  in  the  charter  room  of  the  Town  House  in  Dundee. 
Of  this,  when  next  in  Scotland,  I  made  a  preliminary  investigation,  and  found 
that  Mr.  Millar  had  by  no  means  exaggerated  either  its  quantity  or  its 
importance.  I  have  given  some  account  of  it  in  the  second  volume  of  this 
book  (p.  187).  As  to  its  amount,  the  space  occupied  by  the  portions  of 
it  printed  there  speaks  for  itself,  while  a  very  little  study  of  the 
present  work,  with  its  frequent  references  to  the  Dundee  Records,  will  be 
conclusive  as  to  its  value.  It  showed  me  at  once  that  J.W.'s  MS.,  however 
useful  as  a  collection  of  material,  and  for  his  own  time  as  a  record,  was 
not  to  be  relied  on  in  regard  to  anything  like  old  history,  and  that,  in 
order  to  produce  an  authentic  record,  I  must  begin  de  novo,  and  ask  myself 
at  every  point,  "  How  is  this  proved  ? " 

The  first  thing  was,  of  course,  to  collect  the  evidence  on  which  the 
history  was  to  be  founded,  and  this  took  time.  I  am  conscious  that  the 
publication  of  these  volumes  has  been  long  delayed,  but  I  believe  that 
the  time  occupied  in  their  compilation  (and  it  must  be  remembered  that 
they  have  been  the  work  of  my  leisure)  will  not  surprise  anyone  who  gives 
them  even  a  brief  attention.  I  am  confident  it  will  surprise  no  one  who 
has  ever  attempted  or  who  may  in  future  attempt  a  similar  work.  The 
task  of  searching,  collecting,  and  finally  of  arranging  and  selecting  for 
publication  the  most  material  portions  of  the  collected  evidence,  has  occupied 
more  than  half  the  time  spent  over  the  preparation  of  the  book.  In  this 
labour  I  was,  of  course,  largely  helped,  chiefly  by  the  well-known  expert, 
the  Rev.  Walter  Macleod  of  Edinburgh,  and  his  efficient  staff,  two  of  whom 
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spent  many  months  in  Dundee.  The  result  of  their  and  my  own  researches  Preface, 
fills  the  second  volume  of  this  book,  the  evidence  collected  in  which  falls 
into  three  divisions,  viz.,  Private  Records ;  Burgh  Records,  Dundee ;  and 
Public  Records  in  Scotland  and  in  London.  In  each  case  I  have  prefaced 
the  extracts  given  with  a  short  note  on  the  general  nature  of  the  records, 
which  need  not  be  re-stated  here.  But  I  desire  to  again  acknowledge  my 
obligations  to  Mr.  Henry  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn,  who 
allowed  me  the  fullest  possible  access  to  his  charter  chests;  and  to  Sir 
William  Wedderburn,  Bart.,  who  gave  me  similar  facilities  in  regard  to  his 
papers.  These  two  collections  were,  of  course,  the  most  important  private 
repositories,  and  contain  the  documents  relating  to  the  Kingennie  and 
Blackness  lines.  I  much  regret  not  to  have  had  access  to  the  family 
papers  in  the  possession  of  Sir  P.  A.  Halkett  at  Pitfirrane,  though  I  have 
(with  his  assent)  been  able  to  quote  some  of  them  at  second  hand.  But 
although  his  charter  chest  would  probably  have  contained  much  of  interest 
in  regard  to  members  of  the  most  junior  line  of  the  Wedderburns,  that  of 
Grosford,  it  is  not  probable  that  among  its  documents  would  be  found  any 
writs  throwing  light  on  the  early  history  of  the  family  in  Dundee,  or  on 
that  of  the  senior  branches  of  Kingennie,  Wedderburn,  and  Blackness. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Major  Seton  of  Mounie  for  permission  to 
make  free  use  of  the  papers  in  his  possession  relating  to  the  family  of  the 
second  baronet  of  Blackness,  from  whose  wife's  brother  Major  Seton  descends ; 
to  the  librarians  of  S.  Andrew's  University  and  of  the  Advocate's  Library 
at  Edinburgh,  and  especially  to  the  late  Mr.  Alexander  Lamb,  the  enthusiastic 
antiquarian  and  lover  of  his  native  town  of  Dundee,  for  his  permission  to 
make  use  of  David  Wedderburns  Compt  Bulk,  and  for  all  manner  of  kindly 
help. 

For  my  access  to  the  Burgh  Records  of  Dundee  I  have  to  thank  the 
Town  Council  for  the  permission  to  search,  and  the  Town  Chamberlain  and 
his  subordinates  at  the  Town  House  for  constant  courtesy  to  myself  and  my 
agents.  The  search  there  was  full  of  interest.  In  the  charter  room  of 
Dundee  are  preserved  the  old  protocol  books  of  the  Wedderburns,  clerks  of 
Dundee,  containing,  chiefly  in  their  own  handwriting,  material  for  the  history 
of  themselves  and  the  town.  I  hope  that,  some  day,  the  town  council, 
either  by  themselves,  or  with  the  assistance  of  a  local  historical  society  in 
Dundee,  may  see  fit  to  publish  at  any  rate  some  of  the  earlier  of  these 
volumes.  Meanwhile  it  is  well  that  they  are  in  safe  keeping,  and  that, 
when,  after  the  '15,  the  last  of  the  Wedderburn  clerks  of  Dundee  lost  his 
office  for  his  loyalty  to  the  House  of  Stuart,  the  Council  ultimately 
succeeded  in  getting  from  him  "  the  haill  papers  that  were  in  his  hands 
belonging  to  the  town."  Some  have,  I  fear,  been  since  lost,  notably  an 
important  protocol  book  (vol.  237),  but  if  they  had  all  remained  with  the 
Jacobite  clerk,  and  subject  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the  family  fortunes,  I  much 
doubt  if   any  would  have  remained. 

The  last  class  of  evidence  is  that  extracted  from  the  Public  Records 
in  Scotland  and  in  London.  Some  of  it  is  taken  from  printed  volumes,  e.g., 
from  the  editions  of  the  Great  Seal  and  Privy  Council  Registers  of  Scotland, 
still  in  course  of  publication,  and  some  from  the  original  MSS.,  e.g.,  from 
those  of  the  Register  of  the  Privy  Seal,  the  General  Register  of  Sasines, 
the  Books  of  Council  and  Session,  Records  of  Testaments,  and  Parish 
Registers.  In  regard  to  all  the  latter,  I  have  again  to  acknowledge  Mr. 
Macleod's  aid. 

In  London  I  have  made  but  few  searches,  and  my  notes  of  old  English 
records,     printed     in    Vol.    ii.,   are    thus     confined    to     some     extracts    from 
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Preface,  published  State   Papers,  a  complete  catalogue  of   the  material   wills   recorded 
at  Somerset  House,  and  the  results  of   a  search  at  the  Heralds'  College. 

I  have,  however,  in  addition  to  the  above,  also  examined  the  modern 
registers  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages,  both  in  Edinburgh  and  in  London, 
together  with  some  of  the  records  at  the  India  Office,  and  a  few  parish 
registers  in  England.  A  large  number  of  printed  volumes  have  also  been 
consulted,  as  for  instance  many  of  the  chartularies  of  the  Scottish 
monasteries,  edited  by  the  Maitland  or  Bannatyne  Clubs  ;  the  histories  of 
great  Scotch  houses,  by  Sir  William  Fraser,  and  numerous  other  books.  The 
material  so  supplied  has  been  embodied  in  the  first,  but  has  not  been 
separately  printed  in  the  second  volume,  partly  because  of  its  fragmentary 
nature,  and  partly  because  much  of  it  was  not  obtained  until  after  the 
second  volume  had  passed  through  the  press,  that  portion  of  the  work 
having  in  fact  been  almost  entirely  printed  before  any  of  the  first  volume 
had  been  set  up  in  type. 

The  book  in  fact  may  be  said  to  have  been  to  a  large  extent  written 
and  pi-inted  in  the  reverse  order  to  that  in  which  it  is  presented  to  the 
reader.  The  first  thing  was  to  collect  the  evidence,  the  next  to  select  and 
arrange  the  material  portions  of  it.  The  result  of  this  labour  will  be 
found  in  the  second  volume,  which  contains  the  evidence  or,  so  to  speak, 
the  separate  stones  with  which  I  have  gradually  built  up  the  history  which 
occupies  the  main  part  of  Volume  i.  In  writing  that  history  I  have 
endeavoured  to  refer  to  or  quote  the  authority  for  each  statement 
made,  and  though  I  have  not  despised  tradition  I  have  never  consciously 
confused  it  with  proved  fact.  But  such  a  plan,  though  scientific, 
involves  the  necessary  tediousness  of  laboured  proof,  and  much  of  Volume  i., 
though  it  will,  I  hope,  bear  close  examination  as  a  work  of  reference  as  to 
particular  individuals  or  events,  is  unavoidably  far  from  readable.  I  have, 
therefore,  added  an  introduction,  in  which,  after  dealing  with  some  general 
matters,  I  have  summed  up  the  main  contents  of  the  pages  which  follow 
it.  This  course  means,  no  doubt,  considerable  repetition,  because  the  same 
fact  is  thus  sometimes  stated  three  times  over,  first  in  the  introduction,  next 
in  the  detailed  history,  and  lastly  in  the  abstract  of  some  document  given 
in  the  second  volume  ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  has  the  advantage  of 
providing  first  a  guide  to  and  a  summary  of  the  main  contents  of  the  book  ; 
then  a  history  of  the  family,  shewn  to  be  authentic;  and,  lastly,  what  seems 
to  me  essential,  the  actual  evidence  on  which  the  history  rests,  and  by 
means  of  which  the  reader  may  gauge  the  accuracy  of  any  statements  which 
seem   to   him   doubtful. 

The  order  in  which  the  book  has  thus  been  written  and  printed 
accounts  for  my  having  in  some  instances  corrected  in  the  first  volume  some 
error  or  omission  of  the  second.  A  little  additional  matter  has  also  gone  on 
reaching  me  from  time  to  time  up  to  the  last  moment  of  completion.  This 
is  embodied  in  the  additions  and  corrections  at  the  close  of  Volume  i.  I 
much  regret  that  there  should  be  so  many  of  the  latter,  but  the  correction 
of   the  press  in  such   a  work  as    the   present   is  very  difficult.'     In  regard  to 

In  particular  I  regret  the  incomplete  and  incorrect  account  of  the  family  of  Isabella  Colvile  (Mrs. 
Marindin)  on  p.  309.  The  account  was  compiled  from  printed  books  of  reference  and  some 
personal  information,  and  after  being  set  up  in  type  was  sent  to  a  member  of  the  family  for 
any  corrections  and  additions.  After  waiting  for  some  time  without  reply,  I  assumed  that  there 
were  none  of  importance,  and  passed  the  sheet  for  press.  Soon  after,  but  too  late,  I  found 
that  the  delay  in  answering  .had  been  due  to  absence  abroad,  and  I  received  the  fuller  and 
accurate  account  which  will  be  found  among  the  additions  and  corrections  at  the  end  of  this 
volume. 
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most  of  the  first  volume  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  kind  help  of  Mr.  Preface. 
J.  H.  Percival  in  reading  the  final  revises  of  that  part  of  this  history  of 
his  mother's  family.  The  various  spelling  of  the  same  name  or  word  is  not, 
it  may  be  noted,  due  to  oversight,  but  to  the  fact  that  I  have  followed  in 
each  case  the  particular  record  quoted,  and  have  made  no  attempt  at 
uniformity. 

The  illustrations  to  the  book  are  not  all  as  satisfactory  as  I  could  have 
wished,  but  the  expense  of  obtaining  authentic  evidence  has  compelled 
economy  in  other  directions.  In  the  first  volume  I  have  placed  the  portraits 
of  some  of  the  more  notable  members  of  the  family  in  days  gone  by, 
together  with  facsimiles  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Peter,  Lord  Gosford,  of  a 
beautiful  one  from  Thomas  Wedderburn  of  Cantra  (my  great-great-grandfather), 
written  the  night  before  Culloden,  and  of  that  addressed  by  Sir  John 
Wedderburn  to  his  wife,  the  night  before  his  execution  in  1746.  In  the 
second  volume  will  be  found  reproduced  some  old  family  registers,  the 
symbols  (1525 — 1740)  of  the  Wedderburns,  notaries 'and  clerks  of  Dundee,  a 
letter  from  Sir  Alexander,  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness,  and  the  signatures  of 
various  members  of  the  family  from  1540  to  1800.  A  glossary  of  some  old 
and  otherwise  uncommon  words  used  in  the  records,  and  a  full  index  to  the 
whole  work,  is   added  at   the  close  of  the  second  volume. 


Alexander  Wedderburn. 
1898. 
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Note. —  The  records  referred  to  in  Volume  I.  are  inventoried,  chiefly  in  Volume  II,  at  the  places  indicated 

in  the  following  List. 


A.P.R.         Aberdeen  Parish  Register,  i.,  477-81. 
Ab.P.R.      Aberlady  Parish  Register,  ii.,  507-8. 
Adv.Adrn.  Admissions  of  Advocates,  ii.,  162. 
A.P.S.         Acts  of  the  Parliaments  of  Scotland, 

ii.,  391-94. 
Bl.  Blackness  Papers,  ii.,  89-114. 

Br.  T.         Brechiu  Testaments,  ii.,  484-86. 
Can.B.         Edinburgh,    Canongate    Baptisms,    ii., 

504-5. 
Can.M.       Edinburgh,  Canougate  Marriages,  ii., 

504. 
D.Adm.  or  -i  Dundee  Admiralty   Court  Book,  ii., 
D.A.C.B.   J       345. 

D.B.  Dundee  Baptisms,  ii.,  493-98. 

D.B.R.        DundeeBuighandHead  Court  Records, 

ii.,  259,  300. 
D.C.  Dundee  Charters,  ii.,  188-97. 

D.C.B.        Dundee  Council  Books,  ii.,  301—318. 
D.D.  Dundee  Register  of  Deeds,  ii.,  319-34. 

D.Dee.         Dundee  Register  of  Decreets,  ii.,  335-48. 
D.G.R.        Dundee  Gildrie  Records,  ii.,  352. 
D.H.C.        Dundee  Hiltoun  Chartulary,  ii.,  349. 
D.L.B.        Dundee  Lockit  Buik,  ii.,  198-205. 
D.M.  Dundee  Marriages,  ii.,  491-92. 

D.M.D.       Dundee  Mortcloth  Dues,  ii.,  353-56. 
D.P.B.         Dundee  Protocol  Books,  ii.,  206-58. 
D.R.S.        Dundee  Register  of  Ships,  ii.,  346-48. 
D.T.G.        Dundee   Trade  Guilds,  Lockit  Buiks, 

ii.,  350-51. 
D.W.  David  Wedderburne's  Compt  Buik,  ii., 

163-183. 
Ed.B.  Edinburgh  Baptisms,  ii.,  501—503. 

Ed.M.  Edinburgh  Marriages,  ii.    499—500. 

Ed.T.  Edinburgh  Testaments,  ii.,  482-83. 

Ex.R.  The   Exchequer   Rolls,    Scotland,   ii., 

390. 


F.P.R.         Fyvie  Parish  Register,  L,  481-82. 
F.S.  Forfar  Sasines  Register,  ii.,  413-23. 

G.S.R.         Great    Seal    Register    (Scotland),    ii., 

362-81. 
G.R.S.        General  Register  of  Sasines,  ii.,  404-12. 
H.C.R.        Heralds'  College  Records,  ii.,  524-34. 
J.W.  John   Wedderburn   of    Auchterhouse, 

and   Papers  Collected  by    him,  ii., 

141-58. 
L.W.  Wills  Registered  at  Somerset  House, 
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General  Sketch.     The  Wedderburns  in  Berwickshire.     Summary  of  the 
Contents  of  the  whole  Work. 

IN  common  with  many  other  old  Scottish  families,  that  of  Wedderburn  finds  introd. 
the  earliest  recorded  mention  of  its  name1  in  the  famous  Ragman  Roll 
or    instrument    of    homage,    by    which    on    28   Aug.    1296,    the 
Waiter  de  great   and   lesser  barons  of  Scotland   swore  fealty  to  Edward  I. 

1296.  '     Among    the    latter    was    Walter     de    Wedderburn,    whose   seal 

bearing  his  name  and  a  seven-rayed  star  is  still  attached  to 
the  ancient  document.     I  quote  the  passage2  in  which  Walter's  name  occurs : — 

Item  :  Atour  Ceaus  qui  cestes  Lettres  verront  ou  orront,  Wautier  Byset  (et  inter 
alios),  Wautier  de  Wederburne  ....  del  counte  de  Edeneburk,  Saluz.3  Pur  cet  qe 
Nous  sumes  venuz  a  La  Foi,  e  a  La  Volunte  du  tres  noble  Prince  e  nostre  chier 
Seignor  Sire  Edward,  par  la  Grace  Dieu,  Eoi  d'Engleterre,  Seignur  Dirland,  e  Due 
d'Aquitaigne.  Nous  promettoms  pur  nous,  et  pur  nos  Heirs,  sur  Peine  de  Corse 
Davoir,  e  sur  quantqe   nous  peussoms  encoure,  Que  nous  serviroms  bien,   e  leaument, 

contre  totes  Gentz  qui  purront  vivre  e  morir  totes  les  Foiz  que  nous 
The  Ragman      serroms  requis,  ou  garniz   de  Par  nostre    Seigneur  Le  Eoi  d'Engleterre 

avauntdit  ou  par  ses  Heirs,  e  que  nous  leur  Damage  ne  sauroms, 
e  que  nous  nel  destorbeoms  a  tot  nostre  Poer,  e  a  cestes  Choses  tenir  a  garder  nous 
obligeoms  nous  e  nos  Heirs  e  touz  nos  Biens,  e  outre  ceo  avoms  jurez  sur  seintes 
Evaungeiles.  Estre  ceo  Nous  tous  e  chescun  de  nous  par  sey  avoms  fait  feaute  a 
nfe  Seigneur  Le  Koi  avandit  en  cestes  Paroles.  Ieo  serrai  feal  e  leal,  e  Foi  e  Leaute 
porcerai  au  Boi  Edward  Eoi  d'Engletre,  e  a  ses  Heirs,  etc.  En  tesmoignance  de 
queus  Choses  nous  avoms  fait  faire  cestes  Lettres  overtes,  Seales  de  nos  Seaus. 
Donees  a  Berewyk  sur  Twed,  Le  Vinte  utisme  jour  Daust,  L'an  du  Begne  nfe 
Seigneur  Le  Boi  d'Engleterre  avauntdit  Vintisme  quart. 

This  Walter  de  Wedderburn  is  the  only  person  of  the  name  whom  I  find 

mentioned  in   any  record   earlier   than  1364,  and  as  before  the  middle  of  the 

fifteenth  century  we  find  the  lands  of  Wedderburn,  co.  Berwick, 

Wedderburn.f    *n  possession  of  the  Homes,  a  branch  of   whom  were   then   and 

have    ever    since   been    designed   "  of   Wedderburn,"  it  has  been 

1  Surnames  are  said  to  have   arisen  in  France  at  the   end    of   the  tenth  century,   and  to  have  been 

introduced  into  England  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  Conquest,  prior  to  which,  after  searching 
many  records  to  satisfy  themselves  on  the  point,  antiquaries  have  failed  to  discover  any 
instance  of  their  use  in  the  latter  country.  In  Scotland  the  witnesses  to  the  charters  of  King 
Edgar  (1098 — 1107)  had  no  surnames,  nor  do  any  appear  in  the  charters  of  Alexander  I. 
(1107—1124).  •  They  begin  to  be  found  in  the  time  of  David  I.  (1124—1153),  and  in  the 
Inquisitio  Davidis  of  1116  several  appear,  the  two  oldest  being  those  of  Gervase  de  Riddel  and 
Robert  de  Corbet.  After  this  date  they  become  gradually  more  common,  those  connected  with 
or  derived  from  land  being  the  most  honourable.  See  J.W.  in  his  MS.  Memoir,  citing  Camden's 
Remains,  pp.  92-93  ;  Anderson's  Independence,  App.  iv.  ;  Dalrymple's  Collections,  pref.  lxi., 
App.  i.,  ii.  ;  Chalmer's  Caledonia,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  238-40,  499  ;  and  Verstegan's  Antiquities,  chap.  ix. 

2  J.W. ,    from    whose    printed    volume    I    cite   the   above   passage,    gives    also    the    title    of    the   roll, 

as  follows : — "  Instrumeuta  Publica  super  Homagio  et  Fidelitate  prailator :  Nobilium  et  com- 
ruuuitatum  regni  Scotia;  factis  regi  Anglia;  Edwardo  primo,  anno  regni  sui  xxiv,  1296."  The 
roll  was  then  in  the  Tower  of  London,  but  is  now  in  the  Record  Office.  See  S.P.  1  and  post, 
p.  423,  note  1,  where  the  seal  of  Walter  de  Wedderburn  is  further  described. 

3  Walter  de  Wedderburn,  it  will  be  noticed,  is  described  as  among  those  who  do  homage  for  lands  in 

the  county  of  Edinburgh,  although  the  lands  of  Wedderburn  lie  close  to  the  Tweed,  in  what  is 
now  the  county  of  Berwick.  In  early  times,  however,  Lothian  extended  from  Edinburgh  to 
Tweed,  and,  even  later,  parts  of  what  is  now  Berwickshire  are  described  in  various  documents 
as  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh.  Thus,  although  in  the  Ragman  Roll  there  are  frequent 
mentions  of  the  county  of  Berwick  as  distinct  from  that  of  Edinburgh,  it  has  been  assumed 
that  the  lauds  for  which  Walter  did  homage  were  those  or  part  of  those  in  co.  Berwick.  There 
is  no  record  of  any  lands  of  the  name  nearer  to  Edinburgh,  and  the  assumption  is  probably- 
correct. 


\\\ 


xx.  THE     WEDDERBURN     BOOK. 


introd.  assumed  that  they  obtained  the  lands  of  Wedderburn  through  marriage  with 
an  heiress  descended  from  Walter,  while  the  male  representative  of  the 
Wedderburns  established  himself  in  Dundee  somewhere  about  1400.  Fresh 
facts,  however,  and  a  very  little  criticism  dispose  of  this  suggestion.  Although 
it  is  true  that  Sir  David  Home  of  Wedderburn  and  his  wife  Alice,  who  has 
been  assumed  to  be  the  heiress  of  Walter,  are  named  in  charters  of  the 
barony  of  Wedderburn  in  favour  of  them  and  their  heirs,  dated  19  April  1430, 
and  16  May  14501  (G.R.S.  3),  not  only  is  there  nothing  to  show  who  this 
Alice  was,  but  the  Homes  were  designed  of  Wedderburn  nearly  a  century 
earlier,  as  appears  from  a  document,  printed  in  the  History  of  North  Durham,, 
by  the  Rev.   James  Raine  (App.  No.  dlxv.,  p.  99),  entitled  : — 

"  Prefectio  dfii  Dauid  Home  de  Whedirburn  mil  in  ballivu  de  Coldyngham  per 
Joh  Priore  Dunelm'  and  "Will  Priore  de  Cold  pro  tmino  quadraginta  anno3  recipiendo 
singlis  annis  xli.  mon'  Scotife  xvi.   Sep'  MCCCXLI." 

to  which  is  attached  Sir  David's  seal  showing,  for  arms,  a  lion  rampant,  for 
crest,  a  ram's  head,  and  for  supporters,  two  peacocks. 

Further,  the  designation  of  the  Homes  as  "of  Wedderburn"  in  1341 
does  not,  we  shall  see,  preclude  others  in  the  county  of   Berwick  from  being 

so  designed  for  more  than  a  century  after  that  date.  In 
John  de  the    volume  just  quoted   (App.    No.    dcxx.,    p.    108),    is    an   in- 

i364.er  °rn(       quisition,  dated  on  the  vigil  of   S.  Thomas  the  Apostle  in  1364, 

which  names2  as  a  member  of  an  inquest  relating  to  the 
"  vill "  or  township  of  Lumsden,  one  John  de  Wederborne,  whose  seal  bearing 
his  name  "  Sig  .  .  .  Weddiburn,"  and  not  the  seven-rayed  star  of  Walter,  but 
with  slight  differences  the  arms  of  the  Forfarshire  family,  is  attached  to  the 
document  (post,  p.  423). 

One  more  mention  of  the  name  in  the  fourteenth  century  is  found 
among  the  Douglas  Charters,  in  a  resignation  of  about  1375,  by  Robert  Ayr 
to  Margaret  Stewart,  Countess  of  Mar  and  Angus,  of  the  lands  of  Fastforland, 

co.  Berwick,  the  attestation  clause  of  which  recites  that  "  since 
William  of  the  seal  of  Robert  Ayr  is  less  well  known  he  has  got  leave  to 
c.  1375. U    '        attach    to    the    resignation    that    of    a    noble    man,    William    of 

Wedirburn."3  Unfortunately,  the  seal  is  gone  from  the  document, 
and  we  are  left  in  doubt  whether  the  arms  corresponded  to  those  of  Walter 
de  Wedderburn  in  1296,  or,  as  is  more  probable,  to  those  of  John  de 
Wedderburn  in  1364. 

These   three    documents,   the   Ragman   Roll    of    1296,   the    inquisition    of 

1364,  and  the  charter  of  about  1375,  constitute  the  only 
Wedderbum.      references    to  persons  of    the    name   up  to    the   beginning  of   the 

fifteenth    century.      The    vill    or    township    of    Wedderburn    is, 

1  This  charter  is  as  follows: — "Jacobus  Dei  gracia,  etc.  .  .  .  confirruasse  dilectis  nostris  David  Hwme 
de  Wethirburne  militi  et  Alicie  spouse  sue  omnes  et  singulas  terras  de  Wethirburne,  etc., 
teuendas,  etc.,  prpefatis  David  et  Alicie  sue  spouse  ac  eorum  alteri  diutius  viueuti  et  post  eoruin 
decessum  Georgeo  Hwme  filio  quondam  David  Hwme  filii  dicti  David  resiguantis  et  heredibus 
suis  masculis,  etc.,  quibus  deficieutibus  Patricio  Hwme  fratri  germauo  dicti  Georgei  et  heredibus 
suis  masculis,  etc.     Apud  Striweline  16to  Maii  1450mo." 

See  p.  2  of  the  Claim  and  Evidence  iu  the  Peerage  Case  of  Alexander  Home  and  Francis 
Douglas  Home,  his  son  (1820),  claiming  the  Earldom  of  Marchmont,  when  the  original  charter 
was  produced  from  the  Home  of  Wedderburn  charter  chest. 

-  "  Inquisico  fc'a  de  villa  de  Lumesden  occidentali  MCCCLXIV.,  c.  iiij.  iij.  Inq'sico  facta  apud 
Bonkyl  die  ven'ris  in  vigilia  Sci  Thome  apli  Anno  d'ni,  etc.,  sexagesimo  quarto  sup  sacmenta 
coram  vicecom'  videlj  pat'ciu  de  Nesbyt,  Joh'n  de  Wederborne,  Robtu  de  paxton,  Gilb'  de 
Lumysden,  Joh'  haldmarkeyt,  Alan  de  Swynton  etc.,  Qui  dicunt  qd  villa  de  Lumysde  maior 
tenet'  in  cap'  de  P'ore  de  Dureme  p  Wardam  releviu  et  maritagiu."  (Raine's  North  Durham, 
Coldingham  Charters,  ut.  sup.) 

3  See  the  Douylas  Book  by  Sir  William  Fraser,  vol.  iii.,  23  Charter,  No.  28,  where  the  charter  is 
cited  in  the  original  Latin  :  "  In  cujus  rei  testimonium,  quia  sigillum  meum  minus  est  coguitura, 
sigillum  nobilis  viri  Willelmi  de  Wedirburn  apponi  procuraui."  No  date  is  given,  but  Margaret 
Stewart  lived  1340-95.  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  Lord  Home  in  having  the  charter 
looked  out  in  order  to  make  sure  that  the  seal  was  not  attached  to  it. 
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however,  frequently  mentioned.1  Thus  24  Nov.  1300,  the  King  confirms  introd. 
Philip  de  Rydale's  grant  to  the  hospital  (domus  dei)  of  Berwick  of  lands 
in  the  vills  of  Chirneside,  Wederborne,  and  Quitusum  (Whitsome),  and  a  few 
days  later,  28  Nov.,  there  is  an  inquisition  as  to  the  tenure  by  William  of 
Moray  from  the  Earl  of  March  of  lands  in  the  vill  of  Wedreburne.  The 
place,  variously  spelt,  is  mentioned  again  in  1335  and  1347,  while  in  1349-50, 
Feb.  10,  "John  de  Stryvelyn's  manor  of  Wedrebourne  (Twedrebourne)  is 
mentioned,  and  in  later  years  we  find  a  receipt  given  by  the  governor  of 
Berwick,  dated  at  Wedderburn,  29  July  1493 ;  the  King's  commission  to  George 
Hume  of  Wethirburne  to  receive  at  the  Tower  of  Wethirburne  certain  moneys 
from  the  envoys  of  Henry  VII.,  31  July  1496 ;  another  receipt  at  the  Tower 
of  Wethyrburn  in  "le  mars,"  and  an  indenture  between  George  Home  of 
Wetherborne  and  others  dated  26  March  1494. 

In  the  face  of  these  references  and  of  the  fact  that  Wedderburn  was 
not  only  a  tower  but  a  township  at  this  date,  it  seems  probable  that  the 
lands  of  Wedderburn  were  not  then  exclusively  owned  by  any  one  person  or 
family.  If  we  may  assume  this  to  have  been  so,  there  is  nothing  to  puzzle 
us  in  the  difference  between  the  arms  of  Walter  de  Wedderburn  in  1296 
and  those  of  John  de  Wedderburn  in  1364,  as  they  may  well  have  been 
members  of  distinct  families,  both  of  which  owned  Wedderburn  lands,  and 
the  contemporaneous  existence  of  Homes  designed  of  Wedderburn,  and  other 
persons,  not  Homes,  also  so  designed,  is  thus  rendered  free  from  all  difficulty. 
Such  a  theory,  no  doubt,  having  regard  to  the  difference  in  his  arms, 
prevents  us  crediting  Walter  de  Wedderburn  as  the  traditional  common 
ancestor  of  the  family,  but  there  is  no  need  to  so  claim  him  and  it  is  clear 
that  the  marriage  of  his  supposed  heiress  with  a  Home,  as  explanatory  of 
the  way  in  which  that  family  came  to  be  designed  of  Wedderburn,  cannot 
be  at  all  accepted. 

Throughout   the   first   half    of    the   fourteenth   century    we   have   several 

references  to  a  William  of  Wedderburn,  some  of  which  may 
wniiam  of  refer  to  the  person  mentioned  in  the  charter  of  1375,  but  all 
1407.  '     of  which  can  hardly  be  taken  to  deal  with  the  same  individual. 

Thus  in  the  account  of  the  customars  of  Edinburgh  for  1407-8 
is  recorded  the  receipt  of  a  sum  of  £3.  6.  8.  "per  recepionem  Willelmi  de 
Wethirburn  (Ex.  R.  1),  while  in  the  Great  Seal  Register  we  find  a  letter, 
dated  12  May  1424,  mentioned  in  a  grant  to  Patrick  Lyndesay  of  Angus,  to 
which  Vylliame  of  Wedyrburne,  le  Haye  of  Yh ester,  and  others  are  witnesses 
(G.S.R.  2);  and  a  royal  charter,  20  Jan.  1426,  to  William  of  Wedderburne 
and  his  heirs  of  lands  in  the  vill   of  Blacater   (ib.  I).2      It   is   no  doubt  this 

same  William,  who,  sometimes  designed  "of  Wedderburn,"  some- 
wniiam  of  times  called  "  William  Wedderburn  "  without  the  prefix  "  of," 
1426-52.         '      and   occasionally   described    as   "  scutifer,"   is   frequently   named, 

1426-34,  in  the  Swinton  of  Swinton  papers,3  as  tutor  or 
guardian  to  young  Sir  John  Swinton,4  and  he  may  also  be  the  Wylzame  of 
Wethirburn  named  in  the  Book  of  S.  Mary  of  Melrose5  as  member  of  a 
council   in    1428-31. 

1  See  Stevenson's  Documents  Illustrative  of  the  History  of  Scotland,  H.M.  Gen.  Reg.  House,  Edinburgh, 

1870,  vol.  ii.,  423,  and  Calendar  of  Documents  relating  to  Scotland,  edited  by  Joseph  Bain 
(Edinburgh,  1884),  vol.  ii.,  117,  300,  423  ;    iii.,  277,  283,  325,  369-70  ;    iv.,  323-24,  418. 

2  Blacater,  Blacadder,  Blackwater,  co.  Berwick.      There  was  also  a  family  of  this  name,  and  J.W.,  in 

his  MS.,  adds  "  The  line  of  Blacater  or  Blackadder  of  that  ilk  terminated  in  coheiresses,  the 
elder  of  whom  in  1518  married  John,  fourth  son  of  George  Home  and  one  of  the  Seven 
Spears.  He  was  ancestor '  to  the  Homes  of  Blackadder."  (Douglas'  Peerage,  s.  Marchmont; 
Nisbet's  Heraldry,  i.  274). 

3  The  Swintons  of  that  ilk,  by  A.  C.  Swinton,  4to,  Edin.  1884,  p.  27.     Charters  Nos.  17,  20,  22,  25,  27-29. 

4  He  was  (says  J.W.    in  his   MS.)   the   son   of    the   celebrated   Sir   John    Swinton   who   slew   Thomas 

Plantagenet,  Duke  of  Clarence,  in  the  battle  of  Brange  in  France,  3  April  1421,  and  who 
fell   in   the  battle   of  Vermoil   16   Aug.    1424. 

5  Liber  S.M.  de  Metros,   Edin.   1837;  Bannatyne  Pull.,  pp.  519-20. 
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mtrod.  Yet  another  reference  to  a  person  of  the  same   name  may  also  be  to  the 

same  individual.  This  is  the  papal  dispensation  in  1431  for  the  marriage 
of  "William  of  Widdenborne  (Wedderburn)  and  Catherina  de  Stane  (St.And)," 
a  sanction  rendered  necessary  no  doubt  by  some  kinship  between  the  spouses 
which  brought  them  within  the  prohibited  degrees.1  The  bridegroom  named 
in  this  dispensation  is,  I  make  no  doubt,  the  Will'  Whedyrburn  named  as 
one  of  an  assize,  to  inquire  into  the  lands  of  Broxholm  and  Butterden,  co. 
Berwick,  in  1431,2  and  he  may  be  the  William  of  Wethirburn  who,  twenty 
years  later,  24  April  1452,  witnesses  a  grant  of  lands  in  co.  Berwick  to 
Patrick  Dunbar  (G.S.R.    4). 

Such  is  all  the  information   I  have   obtained   relating   to   persons   of  the 

name  in  the  county  of  Berwick  up  to  the  middle  of  the 
isobeii  fifteenth  century.      In  the  sixteenth,  I  have  but  two  references 

1532-39.  '    to  the  name.     Of  these,  one  is  to  a  Dame  Isobell  Wedderburne, 

one  of  several  signatories,  who,  together  with  Euphemia  Leslie, 
prioress    of   Elcho,  sign  a  tack  (8  July  1532),  and  a  precept  (12  Sept.   1539), 

in  favour  of  John  Swinton  {The  Swintons  of  that  ilk,  Charters 
David  81,    83) ;    while    the    other    is    to   a   David  Wetherburne,  who   is 

1573.  honourably   mentioned   in   a   list   (1573)   of  cattle   stolen  by  the 

Scots  from  the  tenants  of  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  as 
having  "  lifted "  sheep  from  persons  at  Houghton,  Howyk,  and  Ellingham.3 

It  would  have  been  interesting  to  have  discovered  the  exact  connection  of 
these  Wedderburns  in  co.  Berwick  with  the  family  who  from  early  in  the  fifteenth 

century  are  known  to  have  been  prominent  in  the  good  town 
The  °f  Dundee.     But,  apart  from  tradition,  the  evidence  of  connection 

■^1>undeems  between  them  consists  of  the  identity  of  a  somewhat  uncommon 
1400—1500.'         name  and  of    the  arms  of  the  abovenamed  John  de  Wedderburn 

in  1364  with  those  which  the  members  of  the  Forfarshire 
house  are  found  bearing  a  century  later,  and  of  the  fact,  indicative  of  a 
change  of  county,  that  while,  so  far  as  we  know,  there  is  no  record  of 
any  such  family  of  importance  in  the  county  of  Berwick  much  after 
1450,  there  is  no  doubt  that  at  that  date  there  was  already  established  in 
co.  Forfar  and  chiefly  at  Dundee  a  large  and  rising  family  of  the  name. 
The  rise  of  the  Dundee  family  seems  immediately  to  follow  the  decline  of 
the  Berwickshire  house,  and  though  tradition  is,  as  we  have  seen,  in  error 
in  suggesting  that  the  lands  of  Wedderburn  first  passed  to  the  Homes  by  a 
marriage  in  1430-50,  it  may  be  correct  in  asserting  that  the  male  representative 
of  the  Wedderburns  of  the  Border  travelled  north  and  founded  the  family  in 
Dundee. 

But,  while  no  family  of  importance  bearing  the  name  is  found  in  the 
border  county  after  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  name  itself  survived 
and  still  survives  there  and  in  Northumberland.     Thus  we  meet  with  a  family 

1  See  again  Raine's  North  Durham,  p.   110,  No.  doxxxix  : — "  Peranibulatio  inter  t'ras  de  Brokhole  k 

Butterden.  Hec  panibulatio  facta  xiv  Junij  MCCCCXXSI  int'  t'ras  de  Brokholl  &  Nerwode 
ex  p'te  una  &  t'ras  de  Butt'den  ex  p'te  alt'a  de  consensu  etc.  P'oris  &  couentus  de  Coldyugham 
&  Georgij  de  Nelham  p'  istos  subscriptos,  p'  dca  ambulacione  in  magna  assisa  electos  etc.,  vz 
Pat'ciu  de  duubar,  Patriciu  Heryng,  GeorgiQ  Gram,  Adam  de  Nesbit,  John  de  Ray n ton,  Hugone 
de  Spens,  Pat'ciu  de  Nesbit,  Ric'  de  Edyngton,  Thorn'  de  lumysden  de  Fastacastell,  Andr'  de 
Blakedyr,  Will'm  de  Mardyrston,  Joh'  de  Mandyrston,  Thorn  de  Mandyrstou,  Job  Chyrnsid, 
Ric'  Sleyght  de  Culeyg,  Will'  Whedyrburn,  Thorn'  de  Edyngton,  Rob'  de  Edyugton,  Patr'  de 
Edyngton,  Joh'ems  Spens  de  Dunbar,  Gilb'  Lumysden,  &  Thorn'  de  Lumysden  de  Cold'. 
Thorn'  Atkinson,  Ric'  de  Wardlaw'  &  Joh'  de  Paxton  qui  quidili  sup  marchias  pdictas  terras 
plenius  aviseati  dixerut,  etc.,  &  p  iustis  marchijs  int'  pdoas  t'ras,  etc.,  pambulauerunt,  vz 
ineipiendo  ad  quoddam  vadum  de  Ey  qd  nuc  dicif  Halyford  &  sic  deseeudendo  &  tenendc 
semp  p  cursu  aqne  pdce  nuc  &  in  ppetuu  vsq'  ad  exitum  t'ras  pdictas  de  Butyrden  f'ta  qd,  etc. 
(Eight  armorial  seals.) 

2  See  a  list  of  Papal  Dispensations  from  the  Dataria,  Vatican  MS.  Eugenius  iv.  cited  in  the  Appendix 

to  vol.  iv.   of  G.E.C.'s  Complete  Peerage. 

3  See  original  list  among  the  MSS.  of   the  Duke   of  Northumberland,  cited  in  vol.  ii.   of   the  History 

of  Northumberland,  by  Ed.   Bateson.     (A.  Read  &  Co.,  Newcastle,  1895). 
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of  Wedderburns  occupying  a  small  holding,  in   Coldingham,  for  at  least  three  introd. 
successive  generations  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  at  the  present  day  there 
is  more  than  one  such  family  settled  in  and  near  Berwick  and  Newcastle. 

The  barony  of  Wedderburn,  too,  still  bears  its  ancient  name,  and  remains 
in   the  hands    of    the   descendants    (in    female    line)  of    its   old 
The  descent       proprietors,   so   that  there  have  been  Homes  of  Wedderburn  for 
ofWedde™68     over  six  hundred  years.     To   trace   their   history   in   any   detail 
bum.  is  beyond  the  scope  of  this  volume,  but  as  the  devolution  of  the 

estate  from  which,  it  is  believed,  the  name  a.s  a  patronymic  is 
taken,  has  an  interest  for  those  who  bear  it,  I  briefly  sketch  the  history 
of  the  Homes.1 

They  descend  from  Sir  David  Home  of  Wedderburn  and  his  wife  Alice, 
both  of  whom  I  have  already  mentioned.  Sir  David,  who  died  between  14-50 
and  1469,  had  an  eldest  son,  David,  who  predeceased  his  father  but  left  two 
sons,  of  whom  the  elder,  George,  succeeded  his  grandfather  in  Wedderburn, 
and  carried  on  the  senior  line  of  the  family,  while  from  the  younger,  after- 
wards Sir  Patrick  Home  of  Polwarth  (died  1504-5),  descended  the  Homes, 
Earls  of  Marchmont,  Lords  Polwarth.  as  well  as  several  junior  branches, 
including  those  designed  of  Johnscleugh,  North  Berwick,  Tully  Castle  in  Ireland, 
Hutton  Bell,  Kimmerghame,  Lundies  and  Argaty.  George  of  Wedderburn 
died  in  1497,  leaving  a  son,  Sir  David,  who  fell  at  Flodden,  where  he  had 
fought  together  with  his  seven  sons — "  the  seven  spears  of  Wedderburn " 
immortalized  by  Sir  Walter  Scott — of  whom  the  eldest,  George,  perished  with 
his  father.  Wedderburn  thus  passed  to  the  second  son,  David,  while  from  two 
of  the  younger  sons,  Alexander  of  Manderston  and  John  of  Blackadder, 
descended  the  Earls  of  Dunbar,  the  Homes  of  Renton  and  of  Blair  Drummond, 
and  the  Homes,  baronets  of  Blackadder  since  1671.2  George's  second  brother, 
David,  died  about  1524,  and  was  succeeded  first  by  his  eldest  son,  who  fell  at 
Pinkie  in  1547,  and  then  by  his  second  son  Sir  David,  who  died  in  1574.  The 
estate  of  Wedderburn  then  descended  from  father  to  son  for  several  generations, 
its  owners  being  Sir  George  (died  1616) ;  Sir  David,  said  to  have  fallen  at  Dunbar 
in  1 650 ;  George,  who  certainly  fell  there,  and  his  son  George,  father  to  George 
Home  of  Wedderburn,  who  took  part  in  the  '15,  and  by  reason  of  whose 
attainder  the  estate  was  almost  forfeited  to  the  crown.  The  right  of  the 
crown  was,  however,  successfully  contested  by  a  creditor,  Ninian  Home  of 
Billie  (one  of  the  clan,  though  how  connected  with  it  does  not  appear),  who 
thus  obtained  possession  of  the  estate.  He  then  married  a  daughter  of  the 
attainted  laird,  on  the  descendants  of  whose  seven  sons  and  three  daughters 
he  (failing  his  own  line)  ultimately  settled  the  property.  Six  of  these 
seven  sons  seem  certainly  to  have  died  without  issue,  and  it  was  believed 
that  they  all  did  so.  But  although  this  was  not  the  case,  the  estates 
passed    to    the    descendants    of    the   third    daughter   of    the   attainted   laird, 

1  This  account  of   the  Homes   is   founded   on  the   case   presented   to   the   Committee  of   Privileges  in 

1S43  by  Sir  Hugh  Hume  Campbell  of  Marchmont  (descendant  in  female  Hue  of  the  Earls  of 
Marchmont)  in  opposition  to  the  claim  to  the  Marchmont  peerage,  then  being  made  by  Captain 
Francis  Douglas  Home.  See  also  G.E.C.'s  Complete  Peerage,  s.  Dunbar,  Marchmont,  and 
Polwarth,  and  for  the  early  history  of  the  Homes  the  family  history  of  David  Home  of  Godscroft 
(1560—1630),  a  younger  son  of  the  seventh  laird  of  Wedderburn,  entitled  Davidis  Humii  de 
Familia  Humia  Wedderburnensi  Liber  (Abbotsford  Club  Publ.,  Edin.,  1839).  The  article  on  its 
author  in  the  Nat.  Diet.  Biog.  may  also  be  consulted.  An  account  of  "  The  Homes  of  Wed- 
derburn "  may  also  be  found  in  the  Scotsman  of  9  Sept.   1891. 

2  Both  the  Eai-ldom  of  Dunbar  (cr.   1605)  and  that  of   Marchmont  (cr.  1697)   were  to  heirs  male,  and 

are  unquestionably  therefore  neither  of  them  extinct,  as  descendants  in  male  line  of  Sir  David 
Home  of  Wedderburn  (died  1450-69)  are  known  to  exist.  But  the  proof  of  necessary  extinctions 
of  various  intervening  branches  by  any  claimant  would  be  attended  with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty, 
and  the  failure  of  it  was  fatal  to  the  claim  to  the  Marchmont  peerage  made  by  Alexander  Home 
and  his  son,  Captain  Francis  Douglas  Home,  jn  1822-43.  Their  position,  however,  as  descendants 
of  the  senior  branch  involved  the  extinction  of  numerous  younger  lines.  The  barony  of  Polwarth 
(cr.  1690),  owing  to  the  peculiar  limitations  of  the  patent,  passed,  on  the  failure  of  the  male 
line  of  the  original  grantee,  to   the  descendants  of   a  daughter  of   the  last  lord. 
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introd.  Jean  Home,  who  married  the  Rev.  John  Tod  of  Ladykirk,  and  whose  eldest 
daughter,  Margaret  Tod,  married  John  Foreman,  and  had  a  son,  John 
Foreman  Home,  who  succeeded  to  Wedderburn  in  1820.  His  ultimate 
successor  was  his  daughter,  Jean  Foreman  (wife  of  Mr.  David  Milne),  on 
whose  death  in  1876  the  estates  of  Wedderburn,  Billie,  and  Paxton  passed 
to  her  only  son,  Colonel  David  Milne-Home,  who  is  the  present  represen- 
tative of  the  family.1 

I    much    regret    that    the    proved    links    between    the    Wedderburns    in 

the  two  counties,  Berwick  and  Forfar,  remain  so  few, 
connection  of  an^  but  for  the  identity  of  their  arms,  which  is  now  for 
Wedderburns,  tne  first  time  noticed,  so  slight.  The  position  of  the 
and  co.  Forfar.      Wedderburns    in    Berwickshire    was    clearly    at    one    time    of 

importance.  We  know  but  little  of  them,  it  is  true,  but 
that  little  is  enough  to  establish  them  as  people  of  considerable  position  in 
their  time.  Although,  from  the  dissimilarity  of  his  arms,  it  may  not  be 
safe  to  claim  Walter  of  the  Ragman  Roll  as  a  member  of  the  family,  the 
persons  with  whom  John  of  Wedderburn  and  William  of  Wedderburn  act 
on  the  occasions  on  which  they  are  named,  and  the  occasions  themselves, 
show  them  to  have  been  men  of  recognized  position.  It  may  be  that  there 
is  information  about  them  lying  hid  in  unsearched  charter  rooms,  or  in  the 
public  records.  I  have  made  but  little  inquiry  in  this  direction,  beyond 
an  examination  of  the  inventory  of  some  of  the  writs  belonging  to  the 
present  owner  of  Wedderburn,  Colonel  Milne-Home,  which,  unfortunately, 
added  nothing  to  my  information.  There  still  exists,  however,  a  large 
quantity  of  uninventoried  and  unexamined  documents  in  his  possession, 
some  of  which  might  help  to  provide  the  necessary  links,  and  I  hope  that 
it   may   one    day   be    possible    to    examine    them    in    detail    in   order   to   see 

1  Through  the  female  line  only,  for  the  male  representation  had  passed  on  the  extinction  (if  proved) 
of  the  male  lines  of  the  attainted  laird  tn  the  descendants  of  his  brother  Francis  Home  of 
Quixwood,  an  advocate,  whose  grandson  and  great  grandson  successively  claimed  the  Earldom  of 
Marchmont  in  1822-43.  To  substantiate  their  claim  they  had  not  only  to  establish  their 
descent,  about  which  there  was  no  question,  but  to  prove  both  the  extinction  in  male  line  of 
all  the  descendants  of  Sir  Patrick  Home  of  Pol  worth,  who  died  in  1504-5,  and  also  of  George 
the  attainted  laird  of  Wedderburn.  In  both  of  these  essentials  they  failed,  it  being  shown 
there  were  many  descendants  in  male  line  of  Sir  Patrick  whose  lines  might  not  be  extinct,  and 
evidence  being  also  given  to  show  that  George,  the  second  son  of  the  attainted  laird,  had 
emigrated  to  America,  and  had  two  sons  who  were  living  in  Virginia  in  1801,  facts  since  cor- 
roborated, as  in  Burke's  Landed  Gentry  George  is  described  as  of  Culpeper,  Virginia,  where  he 
settled  in  1723  and  died  in  1760,  having  married  Elizabeth  Procter.  His  descendants,  it  is 
stated,  are  settled  in  America,  so  that  the  chief  of  the  Homes  of  Wedderburn  is  now  au 
American  subject.  It  is,  no  noubt,  one  of  them  who  is  named  in  a  letter  from  William  Wed- 
derburn in  Alexandria  (post,  p.  513)  to  J.W.,  dated  28  April  1825,  in  which  he  writes,  "There 
is  a  Mr.  Robert  Hume  of  this  town  states  himself  to  be  heir  to  Wedderburn  Castle  "  (J.W.  85-95). 
Of  this  castle,  situated  not  far  from  Dunse,  I  have  not  got  much  account.  It  is  a  large  building 
in  the  Grecian  style,  with  a  square  tower  in  the  centre  of  the  facade  and  two  octagonal  towers 
at  either  end.  The  following  account  of  it,  and  of  some  of  the  incidents  of  which  the  property 
has  been  the  scene,  is  taken  from  a  small  work,  entitled  Berivick,  the  Borders,  and  Land  of  Scott, 
or  the  Tourists'  Guide  to  the  Vale  of  the  Tweed  and  Rivers  of  the  Borderland  (p. .  64)  :  "  The  castle 
and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  entailed  lauds  are  surrounded  by  walls  10  feet  high.  These 
walls,  usually  called  '  Weatherburn  Dykes,'  enclosed  the  deer  parks.  In  a  park  near  the  castle 
there  is  a  rude  monument  to  the  memory  of  George  Home,  who  was  killed  there  in  1497,  while 
fighting  with  a  party  of  English  who  had  approached  his  house  while  the  laird  was  sittiug  at  dinner. 
In  1517,  during  the  minority  of  King  James  the  V.,  a  deed  of  atrocity  was  perpetrated  on  Sir 
Anthony  D'Arey,  also  denominated  the  Chevalier  de  la  Beaute\  at  Swallow  Dean,  a  mile  or  two  east 
from  Dunse.  The  Chevalier,  in  performing  the  duties  of  Loid  Warden  of  the  Marches,  acting  with 
great  severity,  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  Sir  David  Home,  the  laird  of  Wedderburn.  The 
Warden,  being  worsted  bye  the  Homes,  fled  unattended  towards  Dunbar,  pursued  by  the  laird  of 
Wedderburn.  His  horse  being  swamped  in  a  bog,  he  continued  his  flight  on  foot,  hut  was  over- 
taken by  his  adversary,  who  cut  off  his  head,  and  fastening  it  to  his  saddle  bow  carried  it  iu  triumph 
to  the  Castle  of  Wedderburn.  A  moss-covered  stone  marks  the  spot  where  the  unfortunate  Warden 
fell,  which  is  called  by  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  Bawtie's  Grave.  On  the  6th  of  October, 
1519,  Sir  David  Home  attacked  the  Prior  of  Coldingham,  Robert  Blackadder,  with  six  of  his 
attendants,  while  hunting  at  Lamberton,  and  put  them  all  to  death.  He  also  slew,  in  a  skirmish, 
at  the  outskirts  of  Edinburgh,  the  Archdeacon  of  Dunblane,  who  wished  to  succeed  his  kinsman 
to  the  Priorate  of  Coldingham.  Vengeance  overtook  this  desperate  character  in  the  year  1526. 
He  was  killed  in  front  of  his  own  castle,  at  a  place  called  the  Cross  Shot,  where  he  was  buried." 
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whether  they  throw   any  and    what  light   on   the  matter.       As   a  Sir  David  introd. 
Home    was    designed    "of  Wedderburn"    in   1341,   it  is  probable   that   there 
are   in  these   repositories  documents    of   that    date,   and   there    may   well    be 
others  relating  not  only  to  the  lands,  but  to  the  family  of  the  name.1 

The  origin  of  the  name,  whether  as  place-name  or  patronymic,  is  by  no 
means  certain.  Surnames  ending  in  "  burn "  are  not  uncommon,  such  as 
Cockburn,   Hepburn,  and  Thorburn,   and   the   word   would   seem  naturally  to 

signify  "  stream."  Thus  Wedder-burn  would  mean  sheep- 
of'ti^'name  stream,   and   on    this    theory,    but    as    far  as    I  know   on   no 

authority,  a  romantic  origin  has  been  given  to  the  name. 
It  is  said  that  a  wounded  knight  dying  of  thirst  on  the  battle  field,  saw 
a  sheep  (wedder)  go  down  to  a  brook  (burn)  to  drink,  and  following  the 
animal,  obtained  water,  and  lived  to  acquire  the  land  and  "call  the  name 
of  the  place  "  Wedderburn.2  Etymologists,  on  the  other  hand,  have  suggested 
that  the  name  is  derived  either  from  the  Celtic  "Auedhur"  (water),  or  from 
Veder  and  Bjorn,  two  Scandinavian  proper  names  (Notes  and  Queries,  Series 
iv.,  vol.  viii.,  pp.  269,  339),  with  what  reasonableness  I  am  unable  to  say. 
The  spelling  or   mis-spelling  of    the    name    is    various    in    early  times.     I 

do  not  attach  much  importance  to  the  matter,  as  the  manner 
various  of   spelling   clearly  depended   in   those   days   on   the   fancy   of 

thename°  the   writer,    and   the    same    name    may    sometimes    be    found 

differently  spelt  in  the  same  document.  The  early  forms  may, 
however,  indicate  the  etymology  of  the  name,  and  the  fact  of  its  being 
peculiarly  spelt  in  instances  where  the  reference  is  clearly  to  a  member  of 
the  family  may  enable  us  on  occasion  to  judge  whether,  in  other  cases, 
we  are  dealing  with  one  of  its  corruptions  or  with  a  name  altogether  distinct. 

1  collect,  therefore,  the  chief  early  varieties  of  spelling  it,  across  which  I  have 
come.  These  are  Vedyrburn,  Whedirburn  (1341),  Whedyrburn  (1431),  Wedre- 
bourne,  Wedreburne  or  Twedrebourne  (1301,  1349-50),  Wederburn,  Wedir- 
burn  (1375),  Wederborne  (1300,  1364),  Wedd'burn,  Wedderburn,  Wedder- 
burne,  Widderburn,  Wedyrburne  (1424),  Wethyrburn,  Wethirburn  (1452), 
Wethirburne  (1496),  Wetherburne,  Wetherborn,  Wetherborne  (1494J.  In  fact, 
taking  the  name  in>  its  now  recognized  form,  Wedderburn,  and  setting  aside 
the  rare  substitution  of  V  for  W,  or  the  insertion  of  h  after  the  W,  and 
the  very  occasional  dr  for  dd,  we  may  say  generally  that  the  common 
varieties  of  spelling  it  depend  on  either  the  omission  of  one  of  the  two  dd's, 
or  the  substitution  of  th  for  dd,  and  on  the  use  of  i  for  e  in  the  first  syllable, 
of  i  or  y  for  e  in  the  second,  or  of  o  or  ou  for  u  in  the  third.  The  occasional 
addition  of  the  final  e  is  found  in  all  forms  of  the  name.  Some  other 
varieties  are  either  abbreviations,  such  as  Wed'burn  (1296)  or  Wedd'burn  (post, 
p.  5),  or  clear  mis-spellings  such  as  the  Widdenborne  in  the  papal  dispensation 
of  1431.  Of  other  possible  corruptions  of  the  name,  such  as  Winterborne, 
Weatherby,  Woodburn,  Welberne,  or  Wadeburne,  I  have  given  a  list  at 
p.  523  of  vol.  ii.  I  know,  however,  of  no  instance  of  the  name  being  so 
spelt  where  the  reference  is  clearly  to  a  member  of  the  family,  and,  though 
my  own  experience  of  the  way  in  which  the  name  quickly  pronounced  may 
(out    of   Scotland)   be    mis-heard    and    mis-spelt,  shows   me   that   it    may    be 

3  The  examination  mentioned  above  was  made  for  me  by  the  Rev.  Walter  Maoleod  at  the  offices  of  Colonel 
Milne-Home's  law  agents,  Messrs.  Adam  and  Lang,  in  Edinburgh.  The  earliest  Wedderburn  writ 
(Inv.,  vol.  ii.,  157)  is  a  charter  by  Archibald,  Earl  of  Douglas,  Lord  of  Galloway,  Annaudale 
and  Wedderburn,  to  David  Home  of  the  lands  of  Wedderburn.  This  is  undated  but  is  said 
to  be  1413,  and  the  writing  is  of  that  date.  Colonel  Milne-Home  tells  me  that  a  great 
quantity  of  documents  at  both  Paxton  and  Wedderburn  have  never  been  examined,  while 
his  law  agents  state  that  the  inventory  refers  "  to  most  of  the  documents  in  our  possession, 
excepting  one  box  which,  we  think,  was  some  years  ago  discovered  at  the  Register  House 
here." 

2  Ex  relatione  the  late  J.  W.  Wedderburn  (post,  p.  349),  who  no  doubt  had  it  as  a  boy  from  his  father, 

J.W.,  though  it  is  not  mentioned  in  either  his  MS.  or  printed  memoir. 
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introd.  turned  into  almost  anything,  I  have    not    followed    up    as    clues  these  forms, 
which,  though  they  may  be  corruptions,  may  also  be  quite  other  names.1 

One  of   them,  however — that  of   Wodeburn — is    interesting,  both  because 

it  is  closely  akin  to  the  common  form  of  the  name  and 
Possible  because  we  find   it    in   use    in   the  counties    of    Berwick   and 

Een|TISdes  in         Northumberland.     Thus,  we  find  William  de  Wodeburn,  parson 
1296—1434.  0f     the     church    of     Mynetowe    vie.    Rokeby,    named     among 

various  abbots  and  ecclesiastics  to  whom  their  lands  are 
ordered  to  be  restored,  in  a  list  dated  at  Berwick  2  Sept.  1296  (S.P.  2).  So 
again  in  the  next  century,  1324-25,  we  find  John  de  ITsle  (de  Insula  de)  of 
Wodeburn  returned  as  member  of  Parliament  for  Northumberland  (ib.  3). 
And  some. years  later  we  find  the  name  of  Wodeburn,  Wodeborn,  or  Wodebourne 
in  the  South  of  England.  Thus,  John  of  Wodeburn,  apparently  in  London, 
is  named  in  1381  as  attorney  for  Nicholas  Wytty,  then  captive  in  the 
hands  of  the  Scots  (ib.  4),  and  a  Richard  Wodeborn  or  Wodebourne,  also  in 
London,  is  mentioned  in  1433-84  (ib.  5-6).  In  the  next  century  (1547) 
we  first  find  the  name  of  Wedderburn  in  the  south  country  (ib.  7),  just 
after  the  time  when  it  is  known  that  a  member  of  the  Dundee  house, 
accused  of   heresy,  had  taken  refuge  in  England  (see  post,  p.  15). 

I  shall  deal,  in  another  part  of  this  introduction  (post,  part  vi.)  with  the 
spread  of  the  name  into  different  parts  of  Scotland,  and  into  England,  with 
a  trace  of  it  in  Ireland,  and  with  those  who  bear  it  abroad.  But  in  regard 
to  its  origin,  it  should  be  noted  here  that  while  we  find  its  earliest  mention 
in  connection  with  the  lands  of  Wedderburn,  co.  Berwick,  the  name  also 
appears  as  a  place-name  in  co.  Aberdeen.     In  the   Retours  of  the  Services  of 

Heirs  (R.H.  1-7)  for  that  county,  we  find  mentioned  the  lands 
wVd11  bS  °f  °^  Kynmundie,  Mylnehill,  Durie,  Brumehill  and  Wedderburn. 
co.  Aberdeen'.        Of  these,  the  last  was  divided  into  three  parts,  one  of  which 

descended,  1600-48,  in  the  family  of  the  Gordons  of  Petlwy, 
Cluny,  and  Lesmoir,  while  a  second  belonged  in  1670  to  the  Andersons  of 
Camalegie,  and  the  third  passed,  1652-93,  from  Robert  Bisset  of  Lessendrum 
to  his  son  Alexander  and  from  him  to  his  son  Robert,  with  whose 
descendants  it  yet  remains.  Wedderburn,  in  co.  Aberdeen,  is  now  a  small 
farm  near  Insch,  belonging  to  Captain  Bisset  of  Lessendrum,  who  was  good 
enough  to  allow  his  agents  to  look  through  his  papers  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  the  history  of  the  place.  They  were  not  able,  however,  to  find 
anything  material,  aud  the  matter  is  left  in  doubt.  We  shall  see  that  there 
was  a  considerable  family  of  the  name  in  Aberdeen  in  the  sixteenth  century,  and 
it  has  been  suggested  that  one  of  the  Dundee  house  went  north  and  settled 
there,  but  this  is  not  proved,  and  it  is  possible — though  not,  I  think, 
likely — that  the  name  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen  is  quite  distinct  in  its 
origin  from  the  name  in  co.  Berwick.  There  is  a  puzzling  entry  in  the 
heraldic  MS.  of  Sir  James  Balfour,  1630-54,  of  the  arms  of  a  family, 
"  Wedderburn  de  eodem,"  i.e.,  of  that  ilk  or  of  Wedderburn,  in  1502,  which 
are  given  as  a  cheveron  between  four  saltires,  and  thus  distinct  both  from 
the  arms  of  Walter  de  Wedderburn  in  1296,  and  from  those  both  of  John  de 
Wedderburn,  co.  Berwick,  in  1364,  and  of  the  Forfarshire  house  throughout 
its  history.  Unfortunately,  I  have  found  no  example  of  the  arms  of  the 
Aberdeen  family,  nor  have  I  made  many  researches  among  the  early  records  in 
Aberdeen.  But,  if  Sir  James  Balfour's  note  is  correct,  and  still  more  if 
one  could  have  found  it  corroborated  by  instances  of  the  actual  use  in  the 
north    of   the   arms  he   gives,   the   question   would   arise   whether   there   may 

1  See  references  to  Alexander  Welberne  of  Wodderay,  co.  Forfar,  17  July  1504  (R.A.D.  6  n)  ;  Robert 
Woodburn,  22  May  1757  (R.D.  381)  ;  and  also  to  Kobertus  de  Wet'bun,  who  is  named  as  a 
witness  in  the  Liber  Cartularum  Prioratus  S.  Andree  (Bannatyne  Club,  Edin.  1841,  p.  42).  The 
name  of  Wedderspoon,  found  early  as  Wedder-,  Wodder-,  or  Wother-spoon  or  -spune,  is,  I 
think,  a  quite  distinct  name. 
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not  have  been  at  one  time  a  family  of  the  name,  designed  of  that  ilk,  introd. 
possessing  the  lands  of  Wedderburn  in  that  county,  and  altogether  inde- 
pendent of  either  the  Border  or  the  Forfarshire  family.  It  is,  of  course, 
possible  that  the  existence  of  the  name,  as  a  place-name,  in  the  county  of 
Aberdeen,  is  due  to  the  migration  to  that  county  from  Dundee  of  someone  of 
the  name,  just  as,  in  1708,  the  Forfarshire  property  of  Easter  Powrie  was 
by  royal  charter  re-named  Wedderburn,  and  the  family  there  thus  became  "  of 
that  ilk."  In  this  case  the  Wedderburns  gradually  spread  northwards  from 
the  border  to  Dundee,  and  from  Dundee  to  Aberdeen.  All  that  can  now  be 
done  here,  however,  is  to  give  the  facts  and  point  out  the  different  possi- 
bilities, between  which  the  discovery  of  fresh  evidence  may  one  day  decide. 
But  whatever  the   case  as  regards  those   of  the  name   in   Aberdeen  and 

its  county,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  family  in  Dundee 
Dundee3  famUy.     were  originally  from  the  border.     On  this  point  the  practical 

identity  of  the  arms  of  John  de  Wedderburn  in  co.  Berwick 
in  1364,  and  David  Wedderburn  in  co.  Forfar,  exactly  a  century  later,  is 
almost  conclusive,  apart  from  long  tradition  to  the  same  effect.  But  that  is 
all  that  can  be  said.  The  origin  of  the  Dundee  family,  like  the  decline  of 
that  in  the  county  of  Berwick,  cannot  be  clearly  traced.  The  one 
appears  as  the  other  vanishes,  indistinctly,  as  in  a  dissolving  view,  and  as 
soon  as  we  see  anything  clearly,  the  space  is  filled  with  several  contemporary 
figures  for  whom  no  common  ancestor  can  be  found.  It  is  all  very  well 
for  Douglas,  in  his  Baronage  of  Scotland,  to  provide  one  in  the  person  of 
James  Wedderburn,  merchant  burgess  of  Dundee,  in  the  reign  of  James  III. 
(1460-88),  and  to  arrange  such  persons  of  the  name  as  he  found  mentioned 
in  charters  known  to  him  in  an  imaginary  pedigree.  I  do  not  know  if  the 
early  history  of  the  Wedderburns  as  given  by  Douglas,  and  accepted  from 
him  by  almost  every  subsequent  writer  until  now,  is  a  fair  sample 
of  his  methods,  but  if  it  is,  he  is  not  to  be  taken  as  an  authority 
except  where  he  gives  the  evidence  on  which   he   relies.      I  do  not  propose 

to  go  into  his  errors,  and  those  consequent  on  them,  in  detail 
Theerrorai  here,  as  I  have  devoted  a  chapter  of  some  length  to  "Previous 

"Baronage.''  Histories  of  the  Family"  in   the  body   of    the  work   (part  v., 

chap.  iv.).  It  is  enough  to  state  in  this  place  that  Douglas' 
account  of  the  early  history  of  the  family  is  altogether  wrong,  and  though 
his  errors  lessen  in  number  as  he  reaches  his  own  time,  when  his  work 
becomes  of  considerable  use,  his  statements  are  never  to  be  readily  accepted 
as  either  accurate  or  complete.  The  fact  is  that  thejr  are  based  on  what  must 
have  been  of  necessity  a  cursory  view  of  only  a  part  of  the  available  evidence. 
Nor  could  it  be  otherwise.  A  thorough  examination  of  all  the  evidence  was 
impossible  to  a  writer  dealing  with  the  histories  of  numerous  families  ;  much 
had,  of  course,  to  be  left  unexamined,  and  much  accepted  in  regard  to  each 
family  from  some  members  of  it,  as  to  whose  sources  of  information  or 
critical  faculty  the  compiler  of  the  Baronage  could  make  no  inquiry. 

The  earliest  reference  to  the  name  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dundee  is 
the  record  of  one,  John  Wedderburn,  taking  his  degree  at  S.  Andrew's  in 
1434,  not  long  after  when — between  1450  and  1500 — we  find  flourishing 
in   Dundee   at    least   four    different   families   of    the   name,    all    of    them,   no 

doubt,  closely  connected,  but  for  whom  no  common  ancestor 
lamiuarly  can  ^e  f°und-       James   Wedderburn,   the  father    of    the  Quale 

Dundee3  m  and     Godlie     Ballatis    triumvirate  ;      Walter    Wedderburn    in 

Welgait,  from  whom  sprung  the  family  designed  of  Pit- 
tormie ;  David,  progenitor  of  the  Craigie  branch ;  and  Robert,  ancestor 
of  the  families  of  Kingennie,  Blackness,  and  Gosford,  were  all  contemporaries, 
and  of  this  time.  Of  them,  the  earliest  to  be  named  is  David,  whom  we 
find   mentioned   in   1464,   and   who   cannot  have   been   born  later   than  1440, 
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introd  while  the  tirst  reference  to  James  and  Walter  make  it  impossible  to  fix 
their  birth  dates  much  after  1450,  about  when,  at  latest,  Robert  also  must 
have  been  born.  The  existence  of  these  four  contemporaries  at  this  time, 
and  the  fact  that  all  of  them  were  evidently  men  of  property  and  position 
in  Dundee  shows  clearly  that,  in  their  day,  the  family  was  already  no 
new  one  in  the  hurgh.  There  is  nothing,  as  I  have  said,  to  show  their 
exact  relationship,  though  their  children  are  spoken  of  as  kinsmen  (con- 
sanguinei),  and,  of  course,  the  more  distant  we  suppose  the  cousinship,  the 
earlier  must  be  the  date  at  which  we  fix  the  settlement  of  the  common  ancestor 
in  Dundee.  But  if  we  assume  them  to  be  as  nearly  connected  as  first  or 
second  cousins,  it  follows  that  for  common  ancestor  they  had  a  grandfather 
or  great-grandfather,  who  must  have  come  to  Dundee  before  the  close  of 
the  fourteenth  century.  Thus  the  statement  in  J.W.'s  MS.  memoir  that 
James  Wedderburn,  possibly  son  to  William  of  Wedderburn  in  co.  Berwick, 
settled  in  Angus  in  1413,  and  was  progenitor  of  all  the  Wedderburns  there, 
may  be  not  far  from  the  fact  as  regards  the  date,  although  there  is  nothing 
to  show  that  the  name  of  the  first  settler  in  Angus  was  James,  and  both 
the  parentage  which  J.W.  suggests  for  him,  and  the  descent  from  him  as  stated 
hy  J.W.,  are  altogether  without  proof.  David  Wedderburn,  named  in  a  docu- 
ment of  1464,  and  progenitor  of  the  Craigie  branch  of  the  family,  may  have 
been  the  son  of  a  James  Wedderburn,  but  he  was  not  the  father  of  James 
Wedderburn  who  married  Janet  Forrester  of  Nevay,  nor  was  he  a  direct 
ancestor  of  the  Kingennie  family.  We  cannot,  in  fact,  trace  to  a  common 
ancestor  the  persons  whom  we  find  mentioned  in  the  earliest  records  of 
Dundee,  which  give  conclusive  evidence  of  at  least  four  distinct  branches  of 
the  name.  It  is  with  these  that  the  first  four  chapters  of  this  volume  deal, 
while  a  fifth  provides  a  list  of  persons  of  the  name,  chiefly  in  and  near 
Dundee,  1500 — 1600,  of  whose  parentage  the  records  give  no  information,  and 
who  may  thus  be  descended  either  from  one  of  the  abovenamed  contempor- 
aries, or  from  a  common  ancestor  with  them. 

The  families  whose  descent  from  these  four  contemporaries  can  be 
clearly  traced,  may  be  briefly  distinguished.1     They  are  those  of 

I.  James  Wedderburn  of   Dundee  and  Janet  Barry,  three  of  whose  sons 

were  remarkable  as  the  authors  of  the  Gucle  and  Godlie 
I.  James  Wed-  Ballatis,  while  from  another,  Gilbert,  came  a  family  at  one 
Janet  Wiry.         time   settled   in    Leith.      From    the    eldest   of    these  brothers, 

James,  descended  James,  Bishop  of  Dunblane,  and  his  elder 
brother  John,  '•'  protomedicus "  in  Moravia,  where  he  left  a  family,  which 
may  yet  be  extant  there ;  and  from  the  third,  Robert,  vicar  of  Dundee, 
came  a  small  family,  resident  in  Dundee  and  later  in  Burntisland,  co.  Fife, 
the  extinction  of  whose  male  line  is  clearly  proved.  The  second  son,  John, 
is  said  to  have  died  in  England,  where  he  may  have  left  descendants. 

II.  Walter  Wedderburn  in  the  Welgait  of   Dundee  and  his  descendants, 

designed  of  Pittormie,  co.  Fife,  and  resident  at  Cupar  in  that 
the^eilait?         county.     His   great   grandson,   James   Wedderburn,  minister  of 

Moonzie,  near  Cupar,  was  the  father  of  three  sons,  Alexander,  An- 
drew, and  James,  all  of  them  in  the  ministry,  the  male  line  of  the  second  of  whom 
is  clearly  extinct,  while  those  of  the  eldest  and  youngest  may  still  be  extant. 

III.  David  Wedderburn  in  the  Murraygait  of  Dundee,  father  of  David 
in.  David  in  the  Wedderburn  (who  married  Helen  Lawson)  and  of  another  son, 
]SfUcrafKieit  and     James>  wno  died  without  issue.     This  family  is  shown,  with  very 

little  doubt,  to  have  become  extinct  in  male  line  before  160'J. 

'  I  give  opposite  a  key -pedigree,  showing  on  one  page  the  male  lines  of  these  four  branches  of  the 
family,  other  than  the  descent  from  Alexander,  first  of  Kingennie.  All  details  are  omitted,  the 
numbers  added  to  each  name  being  those  of  the  pages  in  Volume  i.  at  which  the  account  of 
each  individual  is  given. 
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Key-Pedigree  of  the  Dundee  Family.      Vol.  I.,  pp.  5 — 122. 
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introd.  IV.    Robert  Wedderburn   of    Dundee,    who    married    Janet,    daughter   of 

iv.  Robert  David   Froster   of   Methven,  one    of    whose    sons,  Robert,   was 

WddJanetim         progenitor    of  the  Wedderburns  of   Kingennie,  Easter   Powrie, 
Fro3ter.  and  that  ilk,  Blackness,  Balindean,  and  Gosford. 

The  history  of  the  first  three  of  these  families,  so  far  as  it  is  ascer- 
tained, is  dealt  with  in  the  first  three  chapters  of  part  i.  of  this  volume ; 
that  of  the  last  and  most  important,  occupies  the  fourth  chapter  of  that 
part,  and  the  whole  of  part  ii.  (Kingennie,  Easter  Powrie,  and  Wedderburn), 
part  iii.  (Blackness  and  Balindean,  etc.),  and  part  iv.  (Gosford  and  Halkett 
of   Pitfirrane).     The   proof   of    the   descents   and   other   facts   stated   in   these 

parts,  with  constant  notes  and  references  to  authorities,  is  of 
introduction.        necessity     laboured     and     tedious,    and    I    propose,    therefore, 

in  this  Introduction  to  treat  the  rest  of  this  volume  as  an 
authentic  document,  and  to  give  the  story  of  the  family  but  little  uninterrupted 
by  evidence  or  argument,  leaving  the  reader  to  turn  to  the  body  of  the  work 
for  the  method  of  proof,  and  for  either  a  fuller  statement  of  fact  or  the 
verbatim  quotation  of  a  document.  This  Introduction,  in  fact,  is  intended 
to  be  at  once  a  guide  to  and  a  summary  of   the  whole  contents  of  the  book. 

I.  James  Wedderburn  who  married  Janet  Barry  was  no  doubt  a  merchant 
James  at  the  ^n    Dundee,   where    he    lived    at    the     West    Kirk  Style,  and 

West  Kirk  style,    owned   property   in   several    of    the   streets   or   "  gaits."      The 

date  of  his  birth  is  not  fixed,  but  was  probably  about  1450. 
He  was  a  burgess  of  Dundee,  and  was  also  for  some  years  "  customar "  of 
the  burgh.  In  some  early  documents  (1491)  he  is  designed  James  of 
Wedderburn,  or  Wedd'burn,  an  interesting  fact,  as  showing  that  he  came 
from  a  place  of  his  name,  and  thus  indicating  connection  with  the  Berwick- 
shire family.  He  died  in  1513-14,  leaving  by  his  wife  Janet  Barry,  who 
survived  him,  a  family  of  five  sons  and  at  least  one  daughter,  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Robert  Ferquhar,  and  was  living  in  1527.  Of  the  sons  the 
two  youngest  were  Henry,  who  married  and  was  ultimately  represented  by 
his  two  daughters,  Janet  and  Margaret  ;  and  Gilbert,  who  seems  to  have 
been  in  various  difficulties,  his  lands  and   goods   being  escheated  in  1538  on 

his  conviction  for  heresy,  and  in  1543  through  his  beiDg  at 
An  old  feud.  the  horn  for  the  slaughter  of  David  Rollok,  committed  on  old 

feud  and  forethought  felony,  while  in  1544  he  is  named  both 
.  as  "  remaining  at  home  and  absenting  himself  from  the  army,"  and  as 
guilty  of  the  murder  of  George,  another  member  of  the  Rollok  family, 
between  whom  and  the  Wedderburns  there  was  evidently  a  family 
feud,  as  four  members  of  the  latter  name  took  part  in  the  murder  of  David 
Rollok,  though  only  Gilbert  Wedderburn  is  named  in  regard  to  that  of 
George.  Perhaps  it  was  in  consequence  of  these  matters  that  Gilbert,  who 
got  remission  for  both  his  heresy  and  his  violence,  as  well  as  for  his  absence 
from    the    army,   settled   at    Leith,    where    we    find    him    from    1550    to   his 

death  in  1559.  He  married  Isobell  Dykesoun  and  had  three 
Gilbert  sons,    Henry,   Thomas,  and   John,  of   whom   the   last   seems  to 

died  1559.  have  died   young,  while   Thomas  married   and,  dying   in  1574, 

left  a  daughter  and  heiress,  Agnes,  who  married  and  was  living 
in  1636.  Henry  entered  the  army,  and  was  present  in  1571  at  the  taking 
of  Dumbarton  Castle,  the  walls  of  which  he  and  one  Alexander  Bamsay  were, 
according  to  Holinshed,  the  two  first  to  scale.  His  subsequent  career  is  not 
known,  but  from  the  fact  that  in  1612  his  niece  Agnes  is  spoken  of  as  the 
heir  of  her  grandfather  Gilbert,  it  is  clear  that  he  died  without  issue. 

The  career  of  James,  John,  and  Robert,  the  three  eldest  sons  of  old 
James    Wedderburn   and    Janet   Barry    is    of    considerable   interest,    and    has 
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Godfi^BaU^aa"     alrea(ty    occupied    the    attention    of    several    writers.      Calder-  introd. 

wood  in  his  History  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  written 
1610-50,  gives  us  an  account  of  each  of  them,  and  tells  us  how  James  "  had 
a  good  gift  of  poesie  and  made  diverse  comedies  and  tragedies  in  the 
Scotish  tongue,"  including  a  tragedy  on  the  beheading  of  John  the  Baptist 
which  was  acted  at  the  West  Port  of  Dundee,  and  a  comedie  about 
Dionysius  the  tyrant,  also  acted  at  Dundee  in  the  play-field,  in  all  of  which 
he  "  nipped  the  Papists  "  and  the  "  abuses  and  superstitioun  of  the  time," 
while  on  another  occasion  he  "  counterfooted  the  conjuring  of  a  ghaist 
which  was  indeed  practised  by  Friar  Laing  of  Kinghorne,  the  king's 
confessor."  John,  we  read,  translated  "  manie  of  Luther's  dytements  into 
Scotish  meeter  and  the  Psalmes  of  David,"  and  "  turned  manie  bawdie  songs 
and  rymes  in  godlie  rymes,"  while  Robert  excelled  "  both  in  humanitie  and 
knowledge  of  the  scriptures,"  and  it  is  to  him  that  it  seems  most  safe  to 
attribute  the  authorship  of  the  remarkable  book  known  as  Vedderburne's 
Gomplaynt  of  Scotland.  The  plays  of  James  have  none  of  them  survived — 
probably  they  were  never  printed — and  if  we  are  to  credit  Calderwood  it  is 
to  John  alone  that  we  owe  the  collection  of  sacred  songs  and  ballads,  which 
are  variously  named  by  writers  in  the  two  following  centuries  as  the  Psalms 
of  Dundee,  the  Pscdms  of  Wedderburn,  the  Godlie  and  Spirituall  Sangs,  or 
the  Gude  and  Godlie  Ballatis,  for  which  we  may  fairly  claim  an  important 
place  in  the  history  of  hymnology  and  of  the  Scottish  church.  I  have 
given  some  extracts  from  them  in  the  first  chapter  of  this  book,  since  writing 
which  there  has  appeared  a  new  edition  of  the  "Ballatis,"  edited  for  the 
Scottish  Text  Society  by  Professor  Mitchell,  who  places  the  author  of  the 
"  Ballatis "  as  a  genuine  poet  far  above  the  English  Coverdale,  whom  he 
regards  in  comparison  as  a  mere  versifier.  The  Wedderburn  Psalms 
certainly  had  a  profound  influence  on  the  religious  emotions  of  the 
Scottish  people.  They  'were  regarded  "  as  a  great  blessing  and  comfort "  by 
James  Melville,  and  included  by  Mr.  Row  of  Carnock  among  the  books 
"  whereby  many  in  Scotland  got  some  knowledge  of  God's  truth.  "  Executed 
with  spirit,  freedom  and  true  poetic  taste,"  says  Professor  Mitchell,  "  into 
the  purest  Scottish  dialect  of  the  time,  they  made  their  way  to  the  hearts 
and  households  of  the  Scottish  people,  and  continued  to  be  circulated, 
committed  to  memory  and  sung  in  Scotland,  long  after  the  circumstances 
which   originally  called   them  forth  had  passed  away."1 

Of   the   career   of    the    principal    author    of    these    songs    we    know    but 

little.  He  was  born  probably  soon  after  1500,  was  educated 
J°hdd  at  S.  Andrew's,  under  Mr.  Gavin  Logie,  entered  the  priesthood, 

died  1556.  and  was  at   one   time  a   chaplain   in   Dundee.      It   is    possible 

that  he  was  an  early  exponent  of  "  muscular  Christianity," 
as  there  is  an  account  in  Pitscottie's  Chronicles  of  an  archery  contest  which 
took  place  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1528-29  between  the  Scottish  court  and  the 
members  of  an  English  embassy  to  it,  in  which  Mr.  John  Wedderburn,  vicar 
of  Dundee,  was  one  of  the  three  landed  gentlemen  chosen,  with  three 
yeomen,  to  shoot  for  Scotland  against  the  English,  though  here  either  the 
Christian  name  or  the  description  of  him  as  vicar  is  an  error,  as  it  was  his 
younger  brother  Robert  who  was  vicar  of  Dundee.  His  career  was,  no 
doubt,  checked  and  chequered  by  ecclesiastical  persecution.  Already  in 
1538-39  he  was  convicted  of  heresy  and  his  goods  escheated  to  his  brother 
Henry,  after  which  he  left  Scotland  for  Germany,  where  he  heard  Luther 
and  Melancthon,  and  gathered  some  of  the  material  for  his  "gude  and  godlie 
sangis."     These    he    made    more    or    less   public,    if    they   were   not   actually 

1  See  also  The  Psalms  in  History  and  Biograj>hy,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Ker,  where  it  is  said  that, 
according  to  John  Knox,  one  of  the  Ballatis  was  sung  by  George  Wischart  and  his  friends  at 
Ormiston,  shortly  before  his  death. 
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introd.  published,  in  1542-46,  after  which  he  was  again  pursued  by  Cardinal 
Beaton,  and  fled  in  1546  to  England,  where  he  lived  in  exile  until  his 
death  in  1556.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  know  nothing  of  his  life 
there.  It  is  possible  that  he  pursued  some  business,  in  order  to  support 
himself,  and  although  once  a  priest  he  may,  as  protestant,  have  seen  fit  to 
marry  and  have  left  issue.  There  are  references  to  a  John  Wedderburn, 
a  merchant  to  foreign  parts,  in  a  chancery  proceeding  of  1547  (S.P.  7),  who 
may  be  he,  although  there  is  no  proof  of  the  identity.  If  he  had  issue,  it 
is  possible  that  among  his  descendants  are  a  John  Wedderburn  resident  in 
S.  Olave's,  Southward,  in  1621,  who  is  named  in  a  law  suit  in  1622 
(ib.  12,  13),  and  an  Alexander  Wedderburn,  vicar  of  Sandridge,  co.  Herts, 
from  1630-43,  who  married  in  1631  Esther,  daughter  of  Jacob  de  Prez,  of 
Southwark  (post,  p.  83).1     All  this  is,  however,  quite  speculative. 

Robert  Wedderburn,   the  youngest  of   the   three   brothers,  and    like    them 

educated  at  S.  Andrew's,  also  entered  the  priesthood,  and  in 
Robert,  vicar  May,  152S,  was  instituted  to  the  chaplainry  of  S.  Katharine 
died  1553.  '  in  Dundee,  an  office  which  he  retained  until  he  succeeded  his 

mother's  brother,  Mr.  John  Barrie,2  as  vicar  of  the  burgh.  I 
am  not  clear  as  to  the  date  of  his  succession.3  Calderwood  says  that  he  was 
long  in  Paris  and  only  returned  to  Scotland  after ,  the  death  of  Cardinal 
Beaton  which  took  place  in  1546,  and  later,  that  his  uncle,  the  Vicar  of  Dundee, 
"  being  departed,  he  gott  possession  of  the  vicarage  but  remained  for  the  most 
part  with  the  Laird  of  Calder,"  Sir  James  Sandilands,  the  friend  of  John 
Knox.     More  interesting,  however,  is  his  claim  to  be  accounted  author  of  the 

Complaynt  of  Scotland,  which  is  believed  to  have  been  first 
"The  printed  at  S.  Andrew's  in   1548-49.      The  authorship   of    this 

of  Scotland,"         remarkable    work,    in    which    Scotland    calls    on    her    sons   to 

unite  in  love  and  duty  to  her,  has  often  been  the  subject  of 
discussion.  Dr.  George  Mackenzie  rashly  claimed  the  honour  for  Sir  James 
Inglis,  who  died  before  it  was  written  ;  Dr.  Leyden  sought  to  advance  the 
claims  of  Sir  David  Lindsay  of  the  Mount,  but  admits  that  he  does  not 
hope  to  produce  conviction  ;  while  Mr.  Laing,  Mr.  Maxwell,  and  Mr.  Bayne 
(to  whose  works  I  have  referred  in  the  body  of  this  volume)  have  little 
doubt  that  the  book  should  be  attributed  to  Robert  Wedderburn.  There 
can  be  little  question  that  it  was  written  by  a  Dundee  pen,  and  by  a  churchman, 
familiar  with  popular  songs,  and  it  is  as  "  Vedderbum's  Complaynt  of  Scot- 
land that  it  is  twice  described  in  the  Harleian  MS.  As  against  this  it  is 
suggested  that  the  description  of  the  book  as  Vedderbum's  may  be  due  to 
the  name  having  been  written  by  some  owner  on  the  title  page  of  the 
copies  described  in  the  Harleian  catalogue,  the  matter  being  left  questionable 
owing  to  all    the   few    known    copies    of    the    first    edition    having  lost  their 

1  There  are  also  among  the  English  State  Papers  (Colonial  series,  East  Indies)  three  references, 
1625-27,  to  a  commission  in  1625  authorizing  John  Wedderborne  or  Wedderburne  to  receive 
llid.  in  the  £1  out  of   the  estates  of   all  Scotchmen  deceased  in  the  East  Indies  (S  P.  14-16). 

-  Calderwood  gives  his  name  as  Robert  Barrie. 

3  At  p.  17  of  this  volume  I  have  put  it  as  1551,  on  the  ground  that  John  Barrie  was  certainly  vicar 
in  Nov.  1550,  and  also  because  the  earliest  date  at  which  I  find  Wedderburn  named  as  vicar 
in  the  Dundee  records  is  5  Nov.  1551.  Professor  Mitchell,  however,  in  his  edition  of  the  Gude 
and  Godlie  Ballatis  quotes  a  passage  from  a  Dundee  Protocol  Book,  vol.  235,  dated  7  Dec. 
1532,  which  seems  to  have  escaped  the  notice  of  my  searcher  of  the  volume.  This  entry  is  as 
follows: — "  Personaliter  constitutus  Magister  Robertus  Wedderburn  vicarius  de  DuQde  fatetur  se 
plane  nullum  jus  nee  clameum  habere  ad  capellaniam  Ste  Katrine  Virginis  situatam  infra 
ecclesiam  parochialem  de  Dunde"  nee  ad  aliquam  presentationem  ejusdem  et,  si  quam  habuit 
seu  habet,  ibidem  simpliciter  in  favorem  domini  Thome  Bell  demisit."  Professor  Mitchell 
admits  that  this  conflicts  with  the  fact  that  a  John  Barrie  is  named  as  vicar  at  a  later  date, 
while  Wedderburn  is  again  called  vicar  in  1551,  the  fact  being  that  "  two  John  Barries  are  claimed 
as  vicars,  the  one  from  1483  till  after  1525,  the  other  in  the  second  quarter  of  the  sixteenth 
century,"  and  he  suggests  that  the  latter,  though  called  vicar,  may  have  been  only  locum  tenens 
for  Wedderburn.  It  is  equally  possible  that  in  1532  Wedderburn  was  ouly  locum  tenens  for 
someone  else,  although  from  the  entry  it  would  seem  that  he  was  resigning  the  chaplainry  of 
S.  Katharine  on  appointment  to  a  higher  office. 
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title-pages.  More  to  the  point,  perhaps,  is  Professor  Mitchell's  remark  that  introd. 
Robert  Wedderburn  "  must  have  been  a  veritable  Vicar  of  Bray,  if  he  could 
first  appear  as  a  supporter  of  the  English  Alliance,  then  take  the  opposite 
side  in  both  Church  and  State  politics,  and  some  years  later,  when  preparing 
for  the  second  edition  of  his  brother's  book,  wheel  round  again  to  his  first 
convictions,  and,  after  all,  die  a  vicar  in  the  old  church."  His  share  in  the 
Oude  and  Godlie  Ballatis  is  not  known,  and  was  probably  not  great, 
especially  if  he  was  the  author  of  the  Gomplaynt,  which  the  writer  describes 
as  "  ane  tracteit  of  the  fyrst  laubir  of  my  pen."  But  he  is  said  to  have 
superintended  the  editing  the  "  ballatis  "  after  his  brother's  death,  and  to  have 
added  to  the  book  the  "  augmentation  of  sindrie  gude  and  godlie  ballates 
not  contenit  in  the  first  editioun."1  It  is  doubtful  how  far  this  is  accurate, 
as  Johnston  gives  the  year  of  John's  death  as  1556,  and  Robert  was 
succeeded  in  his  vicarage,  presumably  on  his  death,  in  1553.  It  may  be, 
however,  that  he  edited  a  second  edition  of  the  "  ballatis "'  during  his  brother's 
exile,  and  if  so,  among  his  additions  may  be  that  of  the  spirited  love-son  o-, 
"  VVelcum  fortoun  !  welcum  agane,"  which  I  have  quoted  in  full  on  p.  16  of 
this  volume.  This  ballad,  which  was  proscribed  by  the  General  Assembly  in 
1568,  and  thus  is  only  found  in  the  earliest  (1567)  edition  of  the  book,  was, 
it  has  been  suggested,  addressed  by  the  vicar  to  a  mistress,  whom,  as  a  priest, 
*he  could  not  make  his  wife.  If  so,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  he  is  also  the 
author  of  the  ballad  (No.  281),  attributed  to  a  Wedderburn  in  the  Bannatyne 
MS.,  and  beginning  "  My  lufe  was  fals  and  ful  of  flattry,"  in  which  case, 
it  would  seem  that,  however  constant  the  vicar,  his  mistress  gave  him  cause 
for  jealousy. 

Some  circumstances  of  his  life  certainly  fit  these  theories.  That  he 
was  the  father  of  two  sons  has  long  been  clear  from  the  record  of  their 
legitimation  under  the  Great  Seal  in  1551-52,  and  in  my  search  through  the 
Dundee  records  I  found  several  references  to  their  mother,  Isobell  Lovell, 
whose    name   and    career   had   not   been    ascertained.     Her   parentage    is  not 

mentioned,  but  the  Lovells  were  a  prominent  family  in  the 
toeev?c!r°f  burgh.     Her  two  sons,  probably  twins,  by  Robert  Wedderburn 

were  born  in  about  1550,  and  she  afterwards  married  one 
David  Cant,  at  what  date  does  not  appear,  but  the  first  reference 
to  her  as  his  wife  is  not  till  1560.  The  two  sons  were  David,  who 
died    unmarried    between    1583    and    1585,   when    his    brother    is    named    as 

his  heir,  and  Robert,  who  was  a  prominent  merchant  and 
th°ebmerchant,  burgess  in  Dundee,  where  he  lived  in  the  Flukergait,  and 
1550-I622.     '       for    many    years    took    an    active    part    in    the    affairs   of   the 

burgh.  He  married  Euphame  Coustoun,  the  widow  of  one 
Robert  Scot,  and  a  connection  of  his  own,  for  her  mother  was  Elizabeth 
Wedderburn,  an  aunt  of  the  first  Kingennie  (post,  p.  95).  By  her  he  had 
two  sons  and  a  daughter.  When,  by  her  death  (in  1612),  Robert  found 
himself  left  a  widower  and  no  longer  young,  we  find  him  making  a  contract 
with  his  daughter  and  her  husband  by  which  they  are  bound  to  "entertain 
and  sustain  him  at  bed  and  board  honestly  and  according  to  his  estate."  His 
three  children  were  David,  John,  and  Elizabeth.  Of  these  the  eldest  was  a 
merchant  and  burgess  of  Dundee,  but  removed  to  Burntisland,  where  he  was 
also  admitted  to  the  freedom.  He  married  Alison  Watson,  and  died  in  1627, 
leaving  issue  Andrew  (died  unmarried  1639)  and  Alexander  (died  unmarried 
1628).^  The  second  son,  John,  was  also  a  merchant  and  burgess  in  Dundee, 
but  died  unmarried  and  without  issue  before  the  end  of  1642,  when  his 
sister  was  retoured  heir  to  her  brother  David,  the  legitimate  male  line  of 
her    father,     Robert,     the     merchant,     having     thus     soon     became     extinct.2 

1  See  Professor  Mitchell's  edition  of  the  "Ballatis,"  p.  25. 

2  Her   brother   David,   however,   had   a   natural   son,    Robert,  who   was   living   in   1627-28,    and   her 
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introd.  Elizabeth  herself  was  thrice  married,  viz.,  (1)  before  1616,  to  Robert  Murray, 
"one  of  his  majesty's  guard,"  by  whom  she  had  several  children;  (2)  before 
1641,  to  Thomas  Moncur  of  Seckiden  (now  Seggieden),  who  died  before 
1646;  and  (3)  at  Dundee  in  Feb.  1647,  to  James  Lovell  of  Kinnewchie. 
She  was  living  in  1654,  but  is  not  mentioned  later.  On  her  death  she  was 
buried,  as  seems  to  have  been  customary,  with  her  first  husband,  in  the 
Howff  of  Dundee  beneath  a  monument  bearing  a  Latin  inscription  which 
describes  her  as  "sprung  from  the  ancient  house  of  Wedderburn,"  and  as 
havino-,  "after  some  years,"  followed  Murray  to  the  grave. 

I  have  yet  to   give   an   account  of   the   eldest   of   the  three  "  reformers," 

James,  who,  like  his  two  brothers,  is  described  in  the  passage 
james  at  Dieppe    0f  Calderwood  from  which  I  have  quoted  above.     He  is  named 

in  the  Dundee  books  as  having  been  admitted  a  burgess  in 
1517,  and  again  as  his  father's  heir  in  1521,  while  the  register  of  the  Great 
Seal  contains  charters,  dated  1527-28  and  1533,  of  lands  in  the  baronies  of  Ferno 
and  Dudhope,  made  in  favour  of  him  and  his  wife  and  their  son,  John. 
After  1537,  however,  his  name  drops  almost  entirely  out  of  the  records. 
This  is,  probably,  because  his  religious  zeal — or  that  of  his  opponents 
— drove  him  out  of  Scotland  to  France,  where  he  "  played  the  merchant "  at 
Dieppe.  Here  his  persecutors  tried  to  get  the  Bishop  of  Rouen  to  proceed 
against  him  as  a  heretic,  but  as  they  could  prove  nothing  against  him  the 
bishop  declined  to  interfere,  and  Wedderburn  continued  to  trade  with  his  native 
place.  On  his  death,  which  took  place  at  Dieppe  before  the  close  of  1553,  he 
thus  admonished  his  son,  "  We  have  beene  acting  our  part  in  the  theater ; 
you  are  to  succeed,  see  that  you  act  your  part  faithfullie."  He  had  married 
probably  about  1525,  Janet  Forrester,  daughter  and  heiress  of  David 
Forrester  in  Nevay,  and  distinct  from  Janet  Froster  or  Forrester,  daughter  of 
David  Froster  in  Methven,  who  married  some  forty  years  earlier  his  kinsman, 
Robert  Wedderburn,  the  progenitor  of  the  Kingennie  line  (post,  p.  xliii).  By 
her  James  Wedderburn  had  issue  a  son,  John,  and  it  may  be  also  two  other 
sons  and  some  daughters,  as  there  are  several  persons  mentioned  in  the  Dundee 
records  whose  parentage  is  not  ascertained,  but  of  some  of  whom  he  may  well 
be  the  father.  A  Gilbert  Wedderburn,  once  named  in  the  burgh  records  as 
son  of  umquhile  James,  and  then  (1568)  about  "to  pas  his  wayage  be  schip 
furth  of   this  realme   to    utheris   partis,"  is   apparently   his    son,  and  a  Henry 

Wedderburn,  son  of  James  Wedderburn,  junior,  is  also  named 
diecfilei! heir'        ^n  1527.     It  is,  however,  only  of   his  eldest  son,  John,  that  we 

have    any   clear   account.       He    was,    I    think,    born    in   about 

1525,    and   went    with    his    father    to    Dieppe,    where    he    remained    till    the 

latter's  death  in  1552-53.     He  then  returned   home,  and,  after  being  retoured 

James'  heir,  was  also    admitted    to    the    freedom    of    the    burgh.       The  rest  of 

his  life  was  spent  in  Dundee,  where   he   owned   various   properties,  traded  as 

a   merchant,  and   filled   several   of    the   municipal   offices.      He   married    first, 

(probably  immediately  on  his   return   home),  Agnes  Hoppringill,  by  whom  he 

had  four   children — James,  who    died   without   issue   and   probably  unmarried 

in  1578;   John,  who  succeeded  his  father;    Christian,  who  married  Alexander 

Auchterlownie ;   and  Grissell,  wife  of  George  Lindsay  of  Dundee.     There  is  a 

sasine    of    1559    by    which    John    Wedderburn,    his    wife    Agnes,   and    their 

second  son,  John,  acquire  the   lands   of   Curlungie   in   the  barony  of    Downy, 

co.  Forfar,  and  Agnes  is  named  again  in  1564.     She  must  have  died,  however, 

before  Jan.  1569,  as  her  husband  then  married,  secondly,  Christian  Wischart, 

daughter    of   John   Wischart    of    that   ilk.      Of   this   marriage  there   was    no 

issue,    and    before    the    close    of    the    year    Christian    Wischart    was    left    a 

widow. 

nephew  Andrew  had  also  a  natural  son,  Francis,  who  must  have  been  quite  an  infant  at  his 
father's  death  in  1639,  and  is  very  probably  identical  with  a  naval  commander  of  his  name 
mentioned  in  1675-76.     See  post,  p.  22,  n.  1. 
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John   Wedderburn,    younger   but    only   surviving    son    and   heir    of    his  introd. 

father,  was  born  about  1559,  and  inherited  the  Dundee  pro- 
wedderburn,  perty  of  both  his  father  and  grandfather.  In  some  of  the 
died  1604'  records  he   is   described   as   in    Kirk-style,  where,  according  to 

Calderwood,  his  great-grandfather  had  resided.  He  also  owned 
some  lands  outside  Dundee,  viz.,  one-third  of  Curlungie,  co.  Forfar  ;  the  Temple 
land,  in  regard  to  the  life-rent  of  which  he  was  sued  by  his  step-mother : 
and  chiefly,  "  the  free  lands  of  Abirbothrie,  co.  Perth,"  which  are  often  named 
as  his  in  the  records.  He  was  also  a  shipowner,  and  is  thus  constantly  designed 
"  nauclerus."  One  of  his  ships  was  called  "  The  Dragon,"  and  he  is  occasionally 
mentioned  as  the  master  of  it.  No  doubt  he  made  several  voyages  abroad,  as 
in  the  Dundee  Shipping  Register  we  read  of  his  entering  the  "  Expedition," 
and  the  "  James,"  both  from  Dansken,  and  as  owning  cargoes  arriving  from 
the  North  Isles  and  elsewhere.  Altogether  he  must  have  been  a  well-to-do 
merchant,  and  as  such  was  able  to  educate  his  sons  for  the  professions. 
He  had  married  in  1582  Margaret  Lindsay  of  the  Achnady  family,  and  by 
her,  who  died  12  August  1599,  some  five  years  before  her  husband,  had  issue 
two  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  the  latter  were  Agnes  (married 
Gilbert  Kamsay),  Margaret  (married  Robert  Halyburton),  and  Helen  (died 
unmarried).  Both  the  sons  rose  to  distinction  ;  John,  who  studied  mathematics 
and  medicine,  becoming  professor  in  Padua,  and  later  on  chief  doctor  in  the 
"marquisate  "  of  Moravia;  while  James,  who  studied  the  classics  and  entered 
the  chui-ch,  rose  to  be  dean  of  the  chapel  royal  and  bishop  of  Dunblane.  It 
is  noteworthy  that  in  previous  histories  of  the  family  they  have  been 
claimed  as  more  nearly  connected  with  the  Kingennie  branch  than  was  in 
fact  the  case.  Douglas  and  J.W.  have  placed  them  as  brothers  of  Kingennie, 
to  whom,  however  (for  their  parentage  is  absolutely  clear)  they  were 
somewhat  distant  cousins.  Their  careers,  and  some  contemporary  correspondence 
relating  to  them  and  the  descendants  of  the  elder  of  them,  are  given  in  full 
at  pp.  27-41   of  this  volume,  which   I   briefly  recapitulate  here. 

James    Wedderburn,   bishop    of   Dunblane,   was    born   in    1585,   and    was 

educated  at  S.  Andrew's,  where  he  graduated  in  1(308.  He 
of  Dunblane^  then  came  south  and  was  for  some  time  (1612-13)  tutor  to 
d?rdi6539'  *^e    children    °f    the     great    scholar,    Isaac   Casaubon.      Some 

letters  from  him  to  Casaubon,  and  later  to  his  son  Meric, 
who  was  Wedderburn's  favourite  pupil  and  who  alone  of  the  scholar's 
children  answered  his  father's  hopes,  are  still  extant.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
Wedderburn's  career  was  helped  at  the  start  by  the  influence  of  Casaubon, 
to  have  been  chosen  tutor  to  whose  children  must  in  itself  have  been  a 
high  proof  of  scholarly  attainments.  I  do  not  know  the  exact  date  of 
his  taking  orders,  but  in  1613  he  writes  that  "ever  since  the  Great  Shephei'd 
showed  me  that  there  is  no  true  happiness  in  the  transitory  things  of  this 
world,  my  one  desire  has  been  to  devote  all  my  energies  to  His  service." 
It  was  "  not  curiosity  to  see  the  world  "  but  "  zeal  for  learning  and 
goodness,"  and  the  wish  to  help  his  country  "suffering  and  fated  to  suffer 
from  the  lack  of  true  schooling,"  that  led  him  to  leave  Scotland.  In  1615 
he  was  minister  at  Harstone  in  the  diocese  of  Ely,  and  was  living  at 
Cambridge,  no  doubt  for  the  sake  of  the  libraries  there.  A  year  or  two 
later  he  was  back  at  S.  Andrew's,  where  he  was  professor  of  divinity,  and 
one  of  the  masters  of  the  college  of  S.  Mary.  Here  he  must  have  remained 
from  1617-26,  years  during  which  he  writes  several  letters  to  Meric  Casaubon, 
which  give  us  some  knowledge  of  his  aims  and  interests,  as  well  as  of  his  career.1 

1  He  is  named  as  in  S.  Andrew's  in  1623,  in  which  year  (15  Jan.)  "Master  Robert  Howie,  Principal 
of  the  New  College  of  S.  Andrew's,  Doctor  Wedderburn,  and  Doctor  Melvin  were  directed  by  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Young  in  the  King's  name,  to  use  the  English  liturgy  morning  and  evening  in 
the  New  College,  where  all  the  students   were   present  at  morning  and  evening  prayers  ;    which 
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mtrod.  Among  persons  mentioned  as  his  friends  are  the  Bishops  of  Winchester  and 
of  Durham,  Dr.  Lindsell,  an  old  and  valued  intimate,  and  "  our  Archbishop." 
It  was  to  the  last  of  these,  the  famous  Laud,  that  Wedderburn  owed  his 
ultimate  rise  and  fall.  Early  in  1626  he  had  been  appointed  rector  of 
Compton,  in  the  diocese  of  Winchester,  and  canon  of  Ely,  but  still  retained 
his  professorship  in  S.  Andrew's.  He  was,  however,  wearying  of  his  work 
there.  "Things,"  he  writes  to  Meric  Casaubon  in  March  1626,  "have  now 
come  to  such  a  pass  here,  and  there  is  so  little  chance  of  their  bettering, 
that  I  have  made  up  my  mind  to  come  to  where  you  are  (Oxford  ?)  and 
spend  the  remainder  of  my  days  there."  It  is  not  clear  when  he  came 
south,  as,  although  he  was  appointed  vicar  of  Mildenhall,  Norwich,  in  1628, 
and  prebendary  of  Whitchurch  in  the  church  of  Wells  in  1631,  the  duties 
of  these  offices  were  very  likely  not  personally  performed.  Four  years  later 
he  was  appointed  Dean  of  the  Chapel  Royal  and  Bishop  of  Dunblane,  posts 
which  he  held  for  something  over  three  years,  when  he  was  excommunicated 
by  the  General  Assembly  at  Glasgow,  who  determined  on  "  the  utter 
abolishing  of  episcopacy."  On  21  Nov.  1638  he  was  cited  to  appear  "  as 
Mr.  James  Wedderburn,  pretendit  Bischope  of  Dunblane,"  the  charges  against 
him  being  that  he  had  been  "the  confidential  correspondent  and  agent  of 
Laud  in  introducing  the  new  liturgy  and  popish  ceremonies,"  as  well  as 
those  "  that  were  generall  to  all  bischopes,  Arminianisme,  popery,  and 
drunkennesse,"  and,  on  10  Dec,  he  was  condemned  in  his  absence.  "  He  was 
not  summoned  personally,"  says  Robert  Baillie  in  one  of  his  letters,  "  having 
fled  to  England,  yet  he  was  excommunicated  as  one  who  had  been  a  speciall 
instrument  of  our  mischiefs,  having  corrupted  with  Arminianism  divers,  with 
his  discourses  and  lectures  at  S.  Andrew's,  whose  errors  and  perverseness 
kithes  this  day  in  all  the  nooks  of  the  kingdom,  having  been  a  special 
penner,  practiser,  urger  of  our  books  and  all  novations.  What  drunkenness, 
swearing,  and  other  crimes  were  libelled  I  do  not  remember  "  (!)1 

In  England  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Canterbury,  no  doubt  in  order 
to  be  near  the  Archbishop,  but  did  not  long  survive,  dying  there  on 
23  Sept.  1639.  He  was  buried  in  the  Cathedral,  in  a  spot  still  marked  by 
an  inscription  on  the  stone  above  his  remains.  A  portrait  of  him  by 
Jamieson  is  reproduced  in  this  volume  (opp.  p.  30).  He  left  a  will,  but  I 
have   not  succeeded  in  discovering  where  it   was  registered. 

John  Wedderburn,  the  elder  brother  of  the  Bishop,  and  ultimately  his 
Jolm  heir,   was  born   in    1583,   and   went   out   to    Padua,    where   he 

Weddertnarn,        was   known    as    "a    learned    mathematician."      When    William 
in  Moravia,  Lithgow,    the    traveller,    visited    Padua    in     1609,    he     found 

Wedderburn  there,  and  says  that  he  taught  him  well  in 
Italian,  and  was  in  other  ways  most  friendly  to  him.  By  1628  Wedderburn 
had  left  Padua  for  Moravia,  where  he  was  "  protomedicus,"  or  chief  doctor. 
He  now  and  again  came  home  to  Dundee,  and  on  one  of  these  visits 
presented  the  "  sang  scooll "  to  the  town.  Through  his  absence  abroad,  he 
is  rarely  mentioned  in  the  records  at  home,  but  from   a  letter  addressed  by 

was  presently  put  in  execution,  notwithstanding  they  wanted  the  warrant  of  any  General 
Assembly  or  of  any  continued  practice  of  the  form  in  time  by-past  since  the  Reformation" 
(Bishop  Sage's  Charter  of  Presbytery,  p.  98,  quoting  Calderwood.  p.  800). 
1  See  the  Letters  of  Robert  Baillie,  Principal  of  Glasgow  College  (vol.  i.,  p.  183  ;  Edin.,  8  vo,  1775).  J.W. 
also  refers  to  Aikman,  iii.,  412,  415  ;  Sir  James  Balfour's  Annals  of  Scotland,  1057 — 1649  ;  ii., 
299-300  ;  and  Cook's  History  of  the  Church  before  the  Revolution  of  1688,  ii.,  366-67,  422-23, 
where  (he  says)  it  is  stated  that  the  Booh  of  Canons  was  compiled  by  Wedderburn  and  his  episcopal 
brethren  of  Ross,  Galloway,  and  Aberdeen,  and  that  to  him  and  the  Bishop  of  Ross  was  com- 
mitted the  task  of  compiling  a  national  Prayer  Book  for  the  whole  of  Scotland.  Wedderburn 
had,  of  course,  refused  to  acknowledge  any  legal  authority  in  the  Presbyterian  synod  of 
Glasgow,  though  he  had  been  one  of  those  who  signed  the  remonstrance  to  the  King,  5  March 
1638,  on  the  danger  of  pressing  the  liturgy  and  the  canons.  See  also  Heylin's  Life  of  Arch- 
bishop Laud,  Bishop  Guthrie's  Memories  of  Scotland,  Russell's  History  of  the  Church  in  Scotland, 
and  Keith's  Scottish  Bishops, 
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him  from  Moravia  in  1647  to  his  cousin  Alexander  Wedderburn,  third  of  introd. 
Kingennie,  we  gather  that  he  had  had  "  distress  and  losses  "  with  which  to 
contend.  He  had  then  been  twice  married,  though  the  name  of  neither  wife 
has  come  down  to  us,  and  by  each  wife  had  had  a  son,  for  the  younger  of 
whom  he  desired  to  protect  his  property  in  Scotland  from  the  designs  of 
his  nephew,  Alexander  Halyburton,  whom  he  suspected  of  an  intention  to  take 
advantage  of  his  absence.  He  died  abroad  in  1651.  His  two  sons  were  John 
James  Wedderburn,  born  in  1627,  and  William,  born  in  1629,  both  of  whom 
were  living  in  1653-54.  The  elder  was  retoured  heir  to  his  grandfather, 
father,  and  uncle,  the  Bishop,  and  two  letters  from  him  to  Kingennie,  with 
the  draft  of  Kingennie's  reply,  are  still  extant.  I  know  nothing  of  the 
careers  of  these  sons,  but  J.W.  in  his  MS.  asserts  that  there  were 
descendants  of  their  father  living  in  Moravia,  under  the  name  of  Wetterborn, 
as  late  as  1816.  The  last  reference  I  have  to  any  such  descendants  in  the 
Scottish  records  is  to  a  William  Charles  Wedderburn,  the  son  or  grandson, 
no  doubt,  of  one  of  these  two  half-brothers,  who  in  1709  was  in  Moravia,  and 
as  against  whom  Sir  James  Kinloch  of  that  ilk  established  his  title  to 
"  Wedderburn's  aikers,  or  the  freelands  of  Aberbrotharie "  in  the  barony  of 
Alyth,  before  the  Scottish  courts. 


II.     I   pass    to    the    second    of    the   four    families,    viz.,  that    descended 

from  Walter  Wedderburn  in  the  Welgait  of  Dundee,  whose 
weiguit.n  the        parentage  is  not   ascertained,  but   who   was   born   about   1450. 

Here  I  am  only  able  to  trace  the  descent  through  six  genera- 
tions till  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  in  so  doing  lose  sight  of 
some  five  male  descendants  of  Walter,  all  of   whom  may  have  had  issue. 

The  name  of  Walter's  wife  is  not  quite  certainly  known,  but  there  is 
good  ground  for  fixing  it  as  Janet  Nicholson,  and  he  was  the  father  of 
two  if  not  three  sons,  viz.,  David,  who  was  his  heir ;  William  (perhaps 
the  person  of  his  name  graduating  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1475-77),  who 
was  a  monk  in  Arbroath,  is  sometimes  called  "  dominus,"  and  is  expressly 
called  brother  to  David  in  Welgait ;  and  apparently  Andrew,  who  died  before 
1515,  and  to  whom  William  was  retoured  heir  in  some  Welgait  property  which 
he  resigned  to  his  brother  David.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  Andrew  had  no 
issue,  and  as  a  monk  William  cannot  have  married.  David  therefore,  alone 
carried  on  the  line  of  Walter,  and  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  as  his 
son  in  1523.  It  is  necessary  to  distinguish  him  carefully  from  his  namesake 
and  contemporary,  David  Wedderburn  in  the  Murraygait  and  of  Oraigie, 
whose  father's  name  was  David.  Both  were  merchants  in  Dundee;  both 
died  in  the  same  year,  1559-60 ;  and  both  were  twice  married.  The  wives 
of  David,  the  son  of  Walter,  were  (1)  Elizabeth  Dog,  who  was  living  in 
1524,  but  died,  it  seems,  without  issue,  and  (2)  Elizabeth  Strathauchin,  who 
survived  him  and  married  secondly  William  Lochmalony.  She  is  named  as 
living  in  1577,  and  had  issue  by  her  first  marriage  two  sons,  Robert  and 
Alexander.  Of  these  the  elder  died  without  issue  in  about  1572-73,  when 
his  brother  was  retoured  heir  to  him,  while  the  latter  lived  for  many  years. 
He  is  often  called  "  Alexander  Wedderburn,  younger,"  in  the  records,  to 
distinguish  him  from  his   namesake  (also  a  merchant),  the  husband  of  Isobell 

Anderson,  with  whom  I  shall  have  to  deal  later.  He  was 
Alexander  admitted    to    the    freedom    of    Dundee    in    1582,    but    seems 

died1i627?ue'         gradually  to  have  got  rid   of  his   property  there,  and  to  have 

settled  in  Fife,  near  Cupar,  of  which  place  also  he  was  a 
burgess,  and  is  frequently  so  described.  Here  he  got  a  charge  on  the  lands 
of  Mountquhany  in  1599,  and  some  years  later  acquired  those  of  Pittormie, 
of  which  he  is  thereafter  often  designed.     The  date  of  his  death  is  accurately 
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introd,  fixed  as  15  Feb.  1627  by  the  confirmation  of  his  will,  to  which  his  widow 
was  executrix.  She  was  Christian  Fairny,  and  by  her,  whom  he  had  married 
about  1570,  Pittormie  had  issue  three  daughters,  Christian,  Beatrix,  and 
Margaret  (who  all  married1),  and  three  sons,  John,  William,  and  James.  The 
career  of  John  is  not  well  ascertained.  He  was  born  in  1571  and  was 
living  at  his  father's  death,  when  he  got  sasine  of  Pittormie  as  his  heir.  I 
have  no  proof  of  his  having  married  or  had  issue,  but  in  the  registers  of 
the  parish   of   Ceres,  co.  Fife,    which    1    had    searched,    with    another   object, 

from  their  earliest  date,  1620,  clown  to  1730,  I  find  recorded 
K,ecS.ia    the  deaths  of  a  "  Doctor  George  Wedderburn,  near  Ceres,  who 

is  no  doubt  the  person  of  his  name,  grantee  of  a  bond  in 
1665,  and  who  died  5  July  1718;  Fergus  Wed'burn,  who  died  in  Cameron 
6  Dec.  1719 ;  and  Ann  Wedderburn,  wife  of  William  Douglas,  who  had  a 
son  Alexander,  baptized  in  1722.  These  may  be  descendants  of  John  of 
Pittormie. 

The  second  son,  William,  was  born  in  1573,  and  educated  at  S.  Andrew's, 

where  he  was  for  some  time  regent  of  philosophy  in  the  old 
wedderburn  college.  He  was  ordained  in  1609,  and  in  1610  was  appointed 
died'i6?6e'  *°  ^irk   °^    Pittenweem,   co.    Fife,   but   after   a   year   was 

translated  to  the  third  charge  in  Dundee,  as  being  "  of  peace- 
able inclinations,"  and  having  bound  himself  to  "conform  unto  quhatsomever 
order  of  church  government  the  King  in  kirk  sail  set  down."  On  the 
strength  of  this  living  he  married  in  June  1611,  and  soon  after,  on  the 
ground  his  "  being  now  burdened  with  the  charge  of  his  wife,  bairn,  and 
family,"  got  an  increase  of  his  stipend  so  as  to  make  it  equal  to  that  of 
the  other  ministers  of  the  burgh.  He  did  not  long  survive,  however,  but 
died  in  1616.  His  wife  was  his  kinswoman,  Magdalene,  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander Wedderburn  of  Kingennie.  Their  marriage  contract  is  dated  1  June 
1611,  the  bride's  tocher  being  three  thousand  merks.  Of  this  marriage  the 
issue  was  two  daughters,  of  whom  the  elder,  Margaret,  married  (a)  Doctor 
Andrew  Bruce,  principal  of  S.  Leonard's  College,  S.  Andrew's,  and  had  issue 
two  sons,  David  and  Andrew  Bruce,  and  (6)  Alexander  Forrester  in  Inner- 
peffer ;  while  the  younger,  Christian,  died  unmarried  or  without  issue  before 
the  close  of  1646,  when  her  sister  is  spoken  of  as  the  only  surviving  child 
and  heiress  of   her  father. 

James  Wedderburn,  the  third  and   youngest   son   of   Pittormie,  was  also 

educated '  at  S.  Andrew's  and  having  entered  the  church, 
Wedderburn  was  ^or  many  years  minister  at  Moonzie,  near  Cupar.  He 
df  d^ieei2116'  died,  says  Lamont,  "  at  his  owne  house  there,  and  was  interred 

at  the  said  church  (in  May  1661).  His  youngest  sonne  did 
succeed  to  his  charge."  I  have  not  ascertained  his  wife's  name,  but  he 
had  issue  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  Of  the  latter,  Elizabeth  died 
unmarried  in  Nov.  1675,  while  Beatrix  married,  in  1672,  Patrick  Orombie 
in  Cupar,  and  died  in  1699,  leaving  issue  an  only  son,  Patrick.  All  the 
former,  Alexander,  Andrew,  and  James,  graduated  at  S.  Andrew's,  entered 
the  ministry,  and  took  their  part  in  the  unsettled  history  of  the  church 
of   their    time.      The    second    of    them,   Andrew,   was   minister    at    Liff,   but 

suffered  deprivation  in  1664,  upon  which  he  retired  to 
wedderburn7  Anstruther  Wester,  where  he  got  into  trouble  for  "  keeping 
9!  ¥?;.«„  a  conventicle  in  his  own  house."     "I  heard  from   my  brother," 

disci  1694 

writes  James  Brodie  of  Brodie  in  his  diary,  IS  Sept.  1673, 
■'  that  Mr.  Andro  Wedderburn  was  imprisoned  for  having  more  than  five  at 
his   famili   exercis,"  and   there   are   several  entries   relating  to   the   matter  in 

1  Christian  married  (a)  Captain  Cuuiughame,  (J)  David  Robertsone,  and  died  in  Oct.  1624  ;  Beatrix, 
married  John  Lessells  and  died  in  1667;  while  Margaret  married  the  Rev.  Andrew  Bennet, 
minister  of   Creieh,  and  died  in  1675,  sot.  78. 
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the  register  of  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council  before  whom  Andrew  was  introd, 
summoned.  He  seems  to  have  at  once  confessed  that  on  the  day  in  question, 
"  being  Sonday,  he  did  preach  and  pray  in  his  own  house,  where  diverse 
other  persons  were  present  besides  those  of  his  own  family,"  and  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Tolbooth  in  default  of  heavy  security  for  good  conduct. 
There  he  remained  for  nearly  a  month,  when  he  petitioned  the  Lords  for  his 
release,  his  petition  setting  forth  that  on  that  very  Sunday  he  had  been  "  at 
sermon  both  forenoon  and  afternoon."  The  Lords  seem  to  have  thought 
two  discourses  on  one  day  punishment  enough  for  anything,  and  on 
his  undertaking  not  to  offend  again  he  was  released  on  condition  of  his 
going  to  Kilmarnock,  though  for  what  reason  that  place  was  fixed  does  not 
appear.  Some  time  later  he  had  the  second  charge  at  Dysart,  and  he  was 
ultimately  restored  to  his  old  parish  of  Liff.  He  died  in  1694,  aged  about 
69.  He  had  married  in  Jan.  1655  Elizabeth  Daw,  who  brought  him  a 
tocher  of  5,000  merks,  and  by  her,  who  survived  him  and  was  living  in 
Fife  in  1697,  had  issue  a  son  Robert,  who  went  to  sea  and  died  unmarried 
about  1696-97,  and  three  daughters,  Mary,  Margaret,  and  Elizabeth  (born  at 
Liff,  1656-58-60),  of  whom  the  second  alone  survived,  and  married  James 
Halsone  of  Anstruther  Wester.  She  was  served  heir  general  to  her  father 
in  1703,  and  was  living,  a  widow,  in  1707,  when  she  is  named  in  a  charter 
of  a  house  in  Anstruther  Wester  in  favour  of  herself  and  her  two  daughters, 
Helen  and  Elizabeth. 

James    Wedderburn,    the    third    son    of     James,    minister    of     Moonzie, 

succeeded  his  father  there,  after  having  been  his  colleague  in 
Wedderburn,  the  latter  years  of  his  life.  He  also  was  "  denounced "  and 
I&Udfeed°687:O0n"  "  intercommuned "   by    the    Privy    Council    in    1674,    but    his 

offences  are  not  stated.  He  died  of  a  fever  in  July  1687, 
aged  52,  and  was  buried  at  Cupar,  under  a  stone  bearing  a  Latin  inscrip- 
tion, recording  his  "  eminent  piety  and  remarkable  talents "  and  the  death 
by  drowning,  a  fortnight  earlier,  of  one  of  his  sons.  He  had  married  at 
Cupar  in  1660  Jean  Inglis,  and  by  her,  who  survived  him  and  was  living 
in  1699,  had  issue  four  sons  and  six  daughters.  Of  the  sons,  three,  John, 
Alexander,  and  William,  all  died  before  him  and  in  early  youth,  while  the 
fourth,  David,  was  living,  the  sole  surviving  child  of  his  father,  in  1699. 
The  daughters  all  died  unmarried,  five  in  the  lifetime  of  their  father  and 
one,  the  youngest,  a  few  years  after  him. 

Alexander    Wedderburn,    the    eldest    brother    of     Andrew    of    Liff    and 

James,  younger  of  Moonzie,  was  minister  at  Forgan,  co.  Fife, 
wedde^bSrf61"  from  1646  on.  In  1650  he  contributed  £100  "  towards  levying 
died0irJ78n'  a  reghnent  of  horse  for  the  present  service,"  and  when  several 

ministers  were  taken  prisoners  at  Alyth  in  1651,  he  was 
appointed  by  the  presbytery  to  "comfort  the  brethren."  Like  his  brothers, 
he  was  suspended  by  the  Privy  Council  for  refusing  to  "acquiesce  with 
episcopacie,"  but  in  1670  was  allowed  to  serve  at  Kilmarnock,  co.  Ayr.  He 
died  there  in  1678  from  a  disease  which  he  is  said  to  have  contracted 
through  a  blow  on  the  breast,  dealt  him  with  the  btitt  end  of  a  musket  by 
one  of  the  Highland  host,  against  whose  ravages  in  the  town  the  minister 
was  expostulating.  He  was  esteemed  "a  very  eminent,  great,  and  learned 
man,"  and  was  the  author  of  various  sermons,  posthumously  published,  which 
J.W.,  who  was  a  staunch  episcopalian,  describes  as  rank  Calvinism,  while  he 
dubs  their  author  a  "  crazy,  presbyterian  fanatic."  J.W.'s  efforts,  made  in 
total  ignorance  of  Alexander's  real  descent,  to  disconnect  the  minister  from  the 
Dundee  family,  are  a  good  example  of  his  genealogical  methods  (see  post, 
p.  52  n).  Alexander  married,  in  June  1654,  Helen  Turnbull  or  Trumbull, 
daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  Turnbull  of  Boghill,  in  the  carse  of  Gowrie. 
"  The   marriage   feast,"  says   Lamont,   "  stood    at    Grange    Moore    in    Fyfe   in 
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mtrod  William  Hamilton's,  hir  brother-in-law's,  house."  I  have  not  ascertained  the 
date  of  her  death,  but  she  survived  her  husband  and  was  living  in  1691. 
The  issue  of  the  marriage  was  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  in  regard  to 
none  of  whom  have  I  got  much  information.  The  daughters  were  all 
living  and  unmarried  in  1690.  The  sons  were,  Robert,  who  was  served  heir 
to  his  father  in  1679  and  was  living  in  1682,  when  he  is  called  "  Mr. 
Robert,"  a  prefix  usually  implying  some  degree  or  learned  qualification; 
William,  who  seems  to  have  predeceased  his  father  ;  and  John,  who  was 
living  in  1691.  I  have  no  record  of  the  subsequent  career  of  either  Robert 
or  John,  both  of   whom  may,  of   course,  have  married  and  left  descendants. 


III.     The  third  of   the  four  contemporary  members  of   the  family  whom 

we  find  in  Dundee  in  the  fifteenth  century  was  David  Wed- 
Davidinthe  derburn  in  the    Murraygait,    who  is   frequently  named    in  the 

died  1495-971  records  between   1464  and  1497.      He  is  occasionally   designed 

"scutifer,"  and  was  at  one  time  on  the  Dundee  Council. 
He  married  Christian  Anderson  (who  is  named  as  his  widow  in  1497),  and 
left  issue  two  sons,  David  and  James,  and  perhaps  some  daughters.  The 
priority  of  the  sons  is  not  known,  but  it  is  immaterial,  as  it  is  clear  that 
James,  although  it  is  possible  that  he  married,  died  s.p.,  before  Oct.  1524, 
when  his  brother  is  spoken  of  as  his  heir.  This  brother  was  David  Wed- 
derburn  of  Craigie  and  in  the  Murraygait,  who  married  Helen  Lawson, 
and  whom  Douglas  in  his  Baronage  of  Scotland,  followed  by  J.W.  in  his 
printed  memoir  and  by  several  others,  makes  the  father  of  Alexander 
Wedderburn  of  Kingennie.  He  was  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  his  career  is 
now  clearly  ascertained.  He  was  born  about  1485  and  died  in  1559-60, 
some  two  years  before  Kingennie's  birth.  During  his  long  life  he  was  an 
active  member  of  the  community  in  Dundee,  to  the  freedom  of  which  he 
was  admitted  before  1514,  so  that  his  admission  is  not  entered  in  the 
Loclcit  Buih,  in  which  he  is,  however,  named  as  "  dean  of  gild "  in  1524. 
There  is  a  very  curious  entry  in  one  of  the  Dundee  Protocol  Books  which 
probably  refers  to  him.  It  is  dated  15  July  1527,  and  is  the  record  of  the 
sale  to  David  Wedderburn  by  Alexander  Blak  for  £20  of  Blak's  "  mari- 
tagium "    or   right   to   marry,  and    of    an    agreement    by    Blak    to   accept   in 

marriage  any  wife  however  plain,  maimed  ("  lusca  aut  claudicata  "), 
^fagid.  .  or  ailing,  short  of  two  diseases  "le  bock  et  cragyngour."     The 

died  1560.'  nature  of  this   transaction   is   not   clear   to   me,   and  I   do  not 

know  if  it  has  any  parallel  in  other  old  records.  It  seems 
as  if  Blak  was  resigning  his  right  to  marry  some  particular  person,  and 
certain  it  is  that  soon  after  we  find  David  married  to  Cristina  Jameson, 
bis  first  wife.  His  position  among  his  fellow-citizens  is  indicated  by  his  being 
made  trustee  for  the  lepers  of  the  burgh  in  1534,  and  by  the  fact  that  many 
years  later  it  wa3  in  his  house  that  the  council  deposited  the  Church  plate  of 
the  burgh  in  time  of  war.  Thus,  12  Aug.  1557,  the  burgh  records  tell  us 
that  "  the  council  and  communitie  hes  receivit  from  the  hands  of  David 
Wedderburn  of  Craigie  their  jewels  .  .  .  which  David  had  in  keiping."  He 
was  also  at  one  time  "clerk  of  the  cocket"  and  "searcher  of  all  goods"  in 
Dundee,  being  so  appointed  by  a  letter  under  the  Privy  Seal,  dated  11  Feb. 
1550,  and  in  this  office  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son  James.  In  contrast  with 
this  respectability,  we  find  both  him  and  his  sons  in  occasional  difficulties. 
He  took  part  in  the  family  feud  between  the  Wedderburns  and  the  Rolloks, 
to  which  I  have  already  referred,  and  was  "  fugitive  from  law  and  at  the 
horn"  for  the  slaughter  of  David  Rollok  in  1543.  Ten  years  later  both  he 
and  his  sons  are  charged  with  having  "  troubled  Robert  Merschell,  officer  of 
the  burgh,  in  the  execution  of    his   duty,"  and,  although  he,   after   referring 


INTKODTJCTION. 


himself  "  to  God  and  a  good  assize,"  was  acquitted,  his  sons  were  found  guilty,  introd. 
Both  they  and  their  father,  however,  almost  immediately  got  a  remission  under 
the  Privy  Seal.  He  owned  various  houses  in  Dundee,  including  a  mansion, 
sold  by  him  to  the  burgh  in  1551  for  £90,  payment  of  which  he  accepted 
in  the  form  of  six  burgess-ships,  and  he  was  also  a  shipowner.  The  property 
of  Craigie,  which  afterwards  passed  by  purchase  to  the  Scharps  of  Houstoun 
and  the  Kyds  of  Craigie,  he  first  acquired  under  a  charter  of  the  shadow- 
half  of  Hiltoun  of  Craigie  to  him  and  his  wife  from  the  Abbot  of  Lindores 
in  1535,  while  later  on,  in  Aug.  1552,  he  got  another  charter  of  part  of 
Wester  Craigie  from  Patrick,  Lord  Gray,  from  whom  ten  years  previously 
he  had  acquired  the  mains  of  Huntlie,  in  the  barony  of  Foulis,  co.  Perth. 
These  properties  are  occasionally  mentioned  in  the  records,  and  David  is 
designed  "  of  Craigie "  or  "  elder "  to  distinguish  him  from  contemporary 
namesakes,  especially  from  David  in  Welgait,  of  whom  an  account  has 
already  been  given.  In  June  1559,  being  "  in  his  bodie  hevelie  weixit  with 
infirmitie  and  yit  as  apperit  havand  perfyte  knowledge  and  memorie,"  he 
declared  his  will,  and  died  soon  after,  his  son  James  being  named  as  his 
heir  in  Aug.  15G0.  He  was  twice  married,  viz.,  (1)  to  Cristina  Jameson,  who 
is  named  as  his  wife  in  1528-32,  and  by  whom  he  had  a  daughter  Isobell,1 
who  married  Alexander  Kyd  in  1558,  and  had  issue ;  (2)  to  Helen  Lawson, 
who  survived  him  and  was  living  as  late  as  1568,  and  by  whom  he  had 
issue  two  sons  and  a  daughter  Magdalen,  who  was  married  to  Mark  Barrie 
(a  member  of  a  very  old  family  in  Dundee),  and  who  is  named  in  the 
records  as  late  as  1611  in  regard  to  a  property  called  the  "Lady  Wark- 
stairs,"  which  seems  to  have  been  the  subject  of  frequent  litigation.  Her 
two  brothers  were  James  and  William,  to  whom  I  have  just  referred  as 
being  concerned  with  their  father  in  the  violence  done  to  Robert  Merschell. 
Of  them,  the  younger,  William,  was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee  in  1554, 
six  years  before  his  elder  brother,  and   was   on   the   council  in  1560.      After 

his  father's  death  he  had  differences  in  regard  to  David's 
William  estate,   both   with   his    mother    and    with    his    brother   James, 

died  1593-97. '        the   former    of    which    was    referred    to    arbitration,   while   in 

the  latter  William  got  a  decree.  This,  however,  he  seems 
to  have  been  unwilling  to  enforce,  as  on  both  brothers  appearing  "  in  the 
reuestrie  of  the  paroche  kirk  "  James  tenders  payment  and  William  refuses 
it,  on  which  James  protests,  seeing  that  William  "  wes  nather  ydeot  nor 
foole."  William's  wife — a  Rollok — seems  to  have  thought  him  both  on  this 
occasion,  for  she,  too,  enters  a  protest  that  his  refusal  is  not  to  "prejudice 
her  or  her  bairns."  The  matter  then  went  to  arbitration,  and  after  the 
death  of  James  we  find  his  widow  sued  by  his  brother  and  his  wife. 
William,  who  is  named  as  owning  part  of  his  father's  Murraygait  property, 
died  between  1593  and  1597.  He  married  in  about  1559  Margaret  Rollok, 
and  by  her,  who  survived  him,  had  issue  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  viz., 
James  and  William,  both  of  whom  went  to  sea,  and  Magdalen,  who  seems 
to  have  been  three  times  married,  (1)  to  William  Myln,  (2)  to  —  Henderson, 
and  (3)  to  —  Mitchell.  As  her  son,  John  Mitchell,  is  named  as  one  of 
William's  heirs  (another  of  her  sons,  William  Henderson,  being,  it  seems, 
also  one  of  them),  and  as  the  Dundee  records  contain  no  reference  to  any 
heirs  of  William  in  male  line,  it  is  clear  that  both  her  brothers  died 
without  issue.     Her  father's  elder  brother, 

James   Wedderburn   of    Craigie,  was   admitted    burgess   in   1560,    and   is 

thereafter  often  named  as  councillor,  bailie,  etc.  He  is  one 
of  craigie,  of    those    who,    with    other    Dundonians,    was  "  in   Edinburgh 

died  1575.  at    the    time    of    the   late    tumult "   between    the    inhabitants 

1  It  is  doubtful  if  this  daughter  was  the  child  of  David's  first  or  second  marriage.      See  post,  pp.  58 
and  518. 
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introd.  of  Perth  and  Dundee,  acquitted  of  any  share  in  it,  and  allowed  to 
"  frelie  depart  name"  in  1567.  Like  his  father,  he  was  "coqueter" 
or  "  clerk  of  the  cocket "  of  Dundee  from  1560  till  his  death  in  1575, 
and  seems  to  have  been  active  in  the  discharge  of  his  office.  In 
two  cases  his  zeal  led  him  too  far — once  in  1563,  when  he  seized  part 
of  the  cargo  of  a  Dutch  vessel,  commanded  by  one  Simon  Clouston,  and 
again  in  1567,  when  he,  "  under  silence  of  nycht,"  seized  the  vessel  of  one 
Henry  Nauchtie  of  Kirkwall  in  Orkney.  On  both  occasions  he  was 
prosecuted  and  judgment  went  against  him,  but,  all  the  same,  in  1575  he 
got  a  fresh  appointment  under  the  Privy  Seal  as  "  clerk  of  our  sovereign 
lord's  cocquet  of  Dundee,"  with  power  to  appoint  his  own  deputies.  He 
owned  several  vessels,  wholly  or  in  part,  and  is  occasionally  named  in 
connection  with  them.  He  is  constantly  designed  "  of  Craigie,"  and  his 
ownership  of  these  lands  is  frequently  referred  to  after  his  death.  He  died 
in  Sept.  1575,  leaving  a  will,  dated  in  1560,  and  confirmed  at  his  death,  by 
which  he  appoints  his  wife,  Margaret  Dundas,  executrix  and  tutrix  to  his 
children.  By  this  lady  (who  married,  secondly,  William  Fotheringhame,  and 
was  living  in  1 584)  he  had  issue  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  viz.,  John, 
Walter,  Helen,  Elizabeth,  and  Eufame.  We  know  little  of  the  daughters, 
of  whom,  it  seems,  Helen  died  unmarried,  while  Elizabeth  married  John 
Lawsone,  and  Eufame  died  young.  The  second  son,  Walter,  married  Marjorie 
Bruce  (relict  of  David  Bruce  of  Lynmyln),  but  died  s.p.  before  1605,  when 
his  brother's  only  child,  Elizabeth,  was  retoured   his  heir. 

John  Wedderburn  of   Craigie  seems  to  have   been   bred  to  the  law,  and 

studied  under  his  cousin,  Alexander,  the  clerk.      He  gradually 
John,  _  _  disposed  of  his   Craigie  property,  partly   to   Sir   John   Scharp 

died  1600. '  of   Houston  in   1594.      I  believe  him    to    have    given    up    the 

law,  entered  the  service  of  David,  Earl  of  Crawford,  and 
lived  an  adventurous  life.  It  is  he,  I  think,  who  was  convicted  in  1588 
of  wounding  one  David  Gardyne,  and  he  certainly  is  the  John  Wed- 
derburn, burgess  of  Dundee,  who  was  accused  in  1596  of  the  murder  of 
Robert  Lindsay  of  Balhall,  and  of  James  Leitcb,  Irishman,  was  denounced 
rebel,  and  having,  no  doubt,  to  fly  the  country,  came  South.  He  is  also, 
I  think,  without  doubt,  the  person  of  his  name  who  is  named  in  a 
letter  from  Ralph,  Lord  Eure,  to  Lord  Burghley  in  1 597  as  "  a  Scottishe 
gentleman,  called  Mr.  John  Wedderburn,  disguised  in  mariner's  apparel,  and 
that  of  the  meanest  sort,"  whom  Lord  Eure  arrested  and  detained  as  a 
suspicious  character.  According  to  this  letter  he  professed  himself  a  follower 
of  Lord  Bothwell,  and  employed  by  him  to  compass  the  death  of  Sir 
Robert  Kerr,  by  blowing  up  his  castle  at  Halleden.  He  also  claimed  to 
have  been  in  the  service  of  the  King  of  France,  and  to  have  "  served  in 
Fraunce  on  pleasure  not  under  anie  charge,"  and  is  described  as  having  "  the 
Franche  tongue  reasonable  well."  The  grounds  of  suspicion  on  which  he 
was  detained  by  Lord  Eure  were  "  his  wise  carriage,  his  birthe  and  manner 
of  disguising,  yealding  apparaunte  suspicion  of  more  devilish  practises 
then  he  revealeth."  Lord  Eure  gives  a  close  description  of  him,  as  "of 
reasonable  stature,  verie  square  bodyed,  bigg  legged,  one  or  two  scarres  on  the 
hight  of  his  foieheade,  faire  complexioned,  yellowe  herded,  the  haire  of  his 
heade  like  unto  white  amber,"  aDd  adds  that  he  "seemeth  to  be  verie  cunning 
in  state  matters"  and  "is  an  ingyner,  proferring  to  make  petares  and  garnettes, 
ingynes  of  war."  The  sequel  does  not  appear,  but  that  John  Wedderburn  of 
Craigie  died  before  March  1599 — 1600  is  clear  from  a  summons  against  his 
widow  and  daughter  by  the  children  of  Balhall  in  that  month,  while  his 
daughter  is  expressly  spoken  of  as  his  heir  in  April  1600. 

He  had  married,  in   1582-83,   Margaret  Strathauchin  or  Strachan,  and  by 
her,  who  died  in    1620-22,  leaving   a   will,  had  issue   an    only   child,  Elizabeth 
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Wedderbum,  who  was    thus    heir    to    both    her    father    and    her    uncle    Walter.  Introd. 
She  married  in   1604-5  James   Kynnaird,  and   went   with   him    to    Elsinore  in 
Denmark,    where    they    were   living    in    1616,   and    where    they    may    have  per- 
manently settled.      The  last  reference    to    her   is    in    the  will  of  her  mother  in 
1620,  in  which  both  she  and  a  daughter  of  hers  are  named  as  legatees. 

The  male  line  of  old  David  Wedderburn  in  Murraygait  is  thus  shown  to 
have  failed.  It  is  clear  that  of  his  two  sons  only  David  had  issue,  and  of 
his  two  sons  again  the  male  line  of  William  is  shown  to  be  extinct  by  the 
references  to  sons  of  his  daughter  as  their  grandfather's  heirs,  while  that  of 
James  is  quite  clearly  disposed  of  by  the  retour  of  his  grand-daughter  Elizabeth 
as  heir  to   both   her  father  and  his  only  brother. 

I  have  thus  dealt  with  the  descendants  of  three  of  the  four  original 
ancestors,  mentioned  above  (pp.  xxviii.-ix.).  In  the  accounts 
descents*1  a°ed  which  I  have  given  of  old  James  Wedderburn  or  "  of  Wedder- 
burn," the  husband  of  Janet  Barry,  and  of  Walter  Wedderburn  in 
the  Welgait  of  Dundee,  I  have  indicated  the  possibility  of  the  existence  of 
descendants  who  are  no  longer  traceable.  Thus,  John,  the  second  of  the 
Oucle  and  Gocllie  Ballatis  triumvirate,  may  have  had  descendants  in 
England ;  Gilbert,  the  son  of  James  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Forrester,  may 
also  have  married  and  had  children ;  of  the  line  of  a  brother  of  his, 
Henry,  I  have  not  disposed ;  and  there  is  actual  ground  for  believing  that 
the  "  protomedicus  in  Moravia  "  may  be  still  represented  by  a  family  naturalized 
there.  To  these  must  be  added  Robert  and  Francis  Wedderburn,  named  at 
p.  xxxiii.  n,  as  well  as  several  persons  of  the  name,  obviously  members  of  the 
Dundee  family,  whom  I  find  mentioned  in  the  records  but  in  regard  to  whom 
I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  either  their  parentage  or  whether  they  married 
and  had  issue.  Of  these  a  list  will  be  found  in  chapter  v.  of  Part  i.  They 
are,  chiefly,  Archibald  and  Matthew  Wedderburn,  both  living  in  Dundee  in 
1560,  and  in  regard  to  whom  I  have  made  a  suggestion  at  p.  491,  and 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  Vicar  of  Sandridge  1630-43,  who  may  be  a  descendant 
of  the  author  of  the  Ballatis. 


IV.     I  now  come  to  the  progenitor  of   the    line    of  the  family  with  whose 

history  this  book  is  mainly  concerned,  that,  namely,  from 
Robert  which    are    sprung    the   families    designed    of  Kingennie,    Easter 

1460—1518.  Powrie,    and    Wedderburn,    Blackness,    Balindean,    and   Gosford, 

with  their  various  younger  branches.  Robert  Wedderburn,  the 
ancestor  of  this  line,  was  born  about  1460.  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn 
much  about  him.  He  lived  in  Dundee  on  the  north  side  of  the  Marketgait ; 
was  a  burgess  and  bailie ;  and  is  named  as  witnessing  several  documents 
1492 — 1513.  He  died  possibly  before  1518,  and  certainly  before  Sept.  1520, 
having  married  about  1485  Janet  Froster,  daughter  of  David  Froster  in 
Methven,  and  by  her,  who  survived  him  and  was  living  in  1530-31,  when  she 
made  a  settlement  of  some  North  Murraygait  land  on  her  son  James,  had 
issue  five  sons  and  a  daughter,  viz.,  James,  Robert,  David,  Alexander,  George, 
and  Elizabeth.  Of  these  the  last  named  was  thrice  married,  (a)  to  Alexander 
Lovell ;  (b)  to  Alexander  Ogilvy,  provost  of  Dundee ;  and  (c)  to  Patrick  Lyoun, 
with  whom  she  is  often  named,  e.g.,  as  getting  in  1547  a  gift  under  the  Privy 
Seal  to  her  and  Lyoun  of  the  right  to  have  all  their  goods  imported  into  the 
burgh  free  of  the  customs. 

Of  her  brothers,  the  eldest,  James,  is  constantly  mentioned  in  the  records, 

though  it  is  by  no  means  easy  to  distinguish  on  every  occasion 
His  son,  James  whether  the  reference  is  to  him  or  to  one  of  his  contemporary 
lifo-ifiiS"1'        namesakes.     It  is  he,  I  think  (and  not  James'  son,  James),  who 

was    admitted    burgess   of  Dundee   in    1514,  and    to    whom    we 
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introd.  should  refer  a  curious  entry,  dated  14  Dec.  1520,  recording  a  bargain  between 
James  Wedderburn  and  Henry  Halis,  by  which  in  return  tor  a  worsted  doublet 
("  dubloitum  le  worsted  ")  Halis  agrees  never  to  play  "  ad  legas  neque  taxillas  " 
after  Christmas.  James  is  occasionally  designed  "  of  Wedderburn,"  and  after 
being  at  first  distinguished  as  "younger,"  becomes,  on  the  death  of  James  in 
the  Kirk-style  (ante,  p.  xxx.),  James  the  elder.  He  was  the  first  of  his  name 
to  represent  Dundee  in  the  Scottish  Parliament,  of  which  he  was  a  member 
in  1540.  Three  years  later,  together  with  others  of  his  family,  he  took  art 
and  part  in  the  slaughter  of  David  Rollok,  and  was  "at  the  horn"  in 
consequence,  but,  like  his  colleagues,  soon  got  a  remission.  Among  other 
properties  owned  by  him  in  Dundee  was  one  in  North  Rattonraw,  which  he 
sold  in  1540  to  his  "dearest  brother  Robert."  The  charter  effecting  this  sale 
bears  his  signature  and  his  seal,  showing  a  cheveron  between  three  roses  or 
cinquefoils — an  example  of  the  family  arms,  which  I  have  omitted  to  notice 
in  the  chapter  on  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  family  (Part  v.,  chap.  iii.). 
He  died  in  1544,  after  which  there  are  several  references  to  him  in  connection 
with  his  son  and  grandson.  He  had  been  twice  married,  (1)  before  1515  to 
Isabell  Scrymgeour,  and  (2)  about  1530-34  to  Janet  Logan,  who  survived  him, 
married  secondly  Mr.  James  Bonar,  and  was  living  in  1573.  By  each  of  these 
marriages  James  Wedderburn  had  a  son — by  the  first,  Robert,  and  by  the 
second,  Edward. 

The   elder    of    these    two    half-brothers,    Robert,    has    hitherto    been    much 

confounded  with  his  contemporary  namesake,  the  Vicar  of 
Robert  Dundee,  who  has  thus  been  wrongly  credited   with   several   un- 

1515-52.         '         ecclesiastical  proceedings,  such  as  the  slaughter  of  one  Malisoun, 

a  share  in  that  of  David  Rollok,  and  some  interference  with 
the  teind  sheaves  of  the  kirk  of  Dundee,  feats  which  were  really  those  of 
his  lay  kinsman.  There  is  a  charter  by  Robert,  dated  in  1547,  by  which  he 
sold  his  North  Murraygait  property  (inherited  from  his  father)  to  his  uncle 
Robert.  This  charter,  like  that  of  his  father,  bears  his  seal,  a  fine  example, 
of  which  an  engraving  will  be  found  at  p.  425  of  this  volume.  Robert 
married  Elspeth  Scrymgeour  and  died  before  Oct.  1552  (when  she  is  spoken 
of  as  his  relict),  leaving  a  son  Robert,  on  whose  death,  the  date  of  which 
is  not  quite  clear,  one  Margaret  Wedderburn,  apparently  his  sister,  is  cognosced 
his  heir.     It   is  thus  certain   that  he  died  without  male  issue. 

His   half  brother,   Edward    Wedderburn,    is    the   only    person    of  this  name 

mentioned  throughout  the  records  of  Dundee.  He  was  admitted 
Edward  a   burgess  there  in    1559,  and    owned    various   properties   in    the 

died  1578.  burgh,  where  he  traded   as   a    merchant.       The  notices   of  him, 

however,  need  not  detain  us,  as  his  male  line  soon  failed.  He 
died  in  1578,  leaving  by  his  wife,  Janet  Inglis,  who  survived  him,  three 
daughters,  who  were  entered  in  their  father's  property  as  his  heirs.  These 
were  Catherine,  who  married  Thomas  Blair  and  died  in  1606 :  Eufame,  who 
married  Archibald  Blyth ;  and  Elizabeth,  who  died  unmarried  between  1593 
and  1597. 

The   male   line   of  James  Wedderburn,  eldest  son  to    Robert,  having   thus 

failed  by  the  deaths  without  male  issue  of  his  grandson  Robert 
Davidsons  and  his  son  Edward,  the  representation  of  this  branch  of  the  family 

Weddel-burn  devolved  on  his  father's  second  son   Robert,  from  whom  descends 

the  Kingennie  line,  and  whom,  therefore,  I  pass  over  for  the 
moment,  in  order  to  deal  briefly  with  old  Robert  Wedderburn's  three  younger 
sons.  Of  these  the  youngest,  George,  married  Eufame  Fowlair,  but  died 
without  issue  somewhere  about  1570;  another,  David,  had  a  son  and  heir 
William,  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  in  1535,  who  may  have  gone  North  to 
Aberdeen  and  founded  the  family,  from  whom  have  descended  many  persons  of 
the  name    in   that  part  of  the  country,  while   from   the  last,   Alexander,  came 
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a  family  who  were  for   many  years  represented   in  Dundee,  where  they  became  Introd. 
extinct,    and    one   member   of  whom    settled    in    Denmark,    where    it   may    well 
be   that  there  is  now  a  naturalized   family  of  the  name. 

This     Alexander,     admitted    a     burgess     in     1527,     is     generally     termed 

"elder"  in    the   records,   in    order   to    distinguish   him    from  his 

Alexander  contemporaries — Alexander,    the    old    clerk,    and    Alexander    of 

Wedderburn,  p,.,,  •  tt  i        i     •       t\        i  i 

elder,  d.  1587.  .Pittormie.  He  was  a  prosperous  merchant  in  Dundee,  where 
he  owned  several  properties  in  South  Marketgait,  South  Cow- 
gait,  and  in  Skirling's  Wynd.  He  lived  to  a  considerable  age,  as  he  cannot 
have  been  born  much  after  1505,  and  died  between  the  end  of  15S3  and 
early  in  1587.  He  had  married  in  about  1537  Isobell  Anderson,  and  by  her, 
who  survived  him  and  was  living  in  1591,  had  issue,  in  addition  to  three 
daughters,1  two  sons,  Richard,  who  settled  in  Denmark,  and  Patrick,  who 
remarried  in  Dundee. 

Richard  Wedderburn,  whom  J.W.  in  his  MS.  memoir  wrongly  placed  as  a 
brother  of  Kingennie's  father,  is,  like  his  cousin  Edward,  the 
bumfinirgesifof  on^J  person  of  his  name  throughout  the  records  of  Dundee. 
Eisinore  in  Den-  jje  was  born  about  1540  and  in  1572  went  abroad  to  Den- 
mark, which  he  made  his  permanent  home.  Thus  he  was 
never  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  Dundee,  but  is  always  spoken  of  as 
"  burgess  in  Eisinore,"  and  it  is,  no  doubt,  in  consequence  of  his  change 
of  domicile  that  we  find  him  in  1590  disposing  of  his  Dundee  property  to 
his  brother  Patrick.  He  seems  to  have  made  a  good  position  for  himself 
in  the  land  of  his  adoption,  for  when  the  Scottish  ambassador,  Sir  Patrick 
Waus  of  Barnbarroch,  came  to  Eisinore  in  1587,  he  stayed  at  Richard's 
house  there,  and  some  years  later  (1590)  we  find  him  desiring  to  be 
commended  to  his  "  aula  ost  Richardus."  There  are  a  few  documents 
throwing  light  on  the  business  done  by  Richard,  who  was,  of  course,  a 
merchant,  at  this  time,  when  the  trade  between  Scotland  and  Denmark  was 
very  flourishing.  Thus  in  1590  he  got  a  royal  license  to  have  exported  to 
him  from  Scotland  "  seven  haundy  naigis "  and  "  ten  chalders  of  wheat,"  the 
latter  for  a  period  of  ten  years  and  for  the  express  purpose  of  making 
"  mayne  flower  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  table  of  our  dearest  brother,  the 
Kyng  of  Denmark,  as  he  has  been  accustomat  these  divers  yeiris  by  past." 
He  also  supplied  timber  for  the  kirk  of  his  native  town,  in  the  records  of 
which  there  is  a  note  of  the  receipt  from  his  servant  in  1591  of  twenty-two 
great  joists  and  thirty-two  dozen  trees  of  various  sizes,  sent  over  for  the  roof 
of  the  church.  This  is  the  last  mention  I  have  of  him,  but  he  may,  of 
course,  have  lived  till  much  later.  Neither  the  date  of  his  death,  nor  any 
facts  in  regard  to  his  marriage  or  the  descent  from  him  (if  any)  have  been 
ascertained. 

His    brother    Patrick    was    admitted   a   burgess   of    Dundee  in    1571,   and 
spent   his   life   in  Dundee,  where  he  was  on  the  burgh  council, 
Patrick  and,   at   one   time,   hospital-master.      He,   too,    was   a   merchant, 

died  1626-27.'  and  a  successful  one,  for  he  gradually  acquired  considerable 
property  in  the  burgh,  in  addition  to  that  which  he  bought 
from  his  brother  Richard.  He  was  twice  married  (a)  to  Janet  Duncan,  who 
died  without  issue  ;  and  (b),  about  1578,  to  Elizabeth  Low,  relict  of  James 
Rait,  by  whom  he  had  four  sons  and  a  daughter,  Magdalen,  who  married 
Thomas  Jak  in  Dundee,  and  died  in  1623.  Of  the  sons,  two,  Robert  and 
Adam,  both  died  unmarried  and  without  issue  before  1616,  when  their  brother 
Alexander  is  their  heir,  while  a  third,  John,  is  only  once  named,  viz.,  in  the  will 
of  bis  sister  Magdalen,  when  he  was  under  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  as,  had 
he    survived,    there    would     certainly    have    been     some    reference    to    him    in 

1  They   were   Elizabeth,    married   James   Turing   of   Dundee  ;    Eufame,   married   Andrew   Geddes   in 
S.  Andrew's  ;  and  Janet,  married  Andrew  Auchinlek. 
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introd.  the    Dundee    records,    he    no    doubt    died    young.       The    only    remaining   son 

Alexander,  was  educated  at  S.  Andrew's,  and  admitted  a 
His  son,  burgess    of    Dundee    in    1600.      He,    like    his    father,    was    an 

died1[642-43.  active    merchant,    and    is   named    as    owning    goods    arriving    at 

the  port  of  Dundee  from  Flanders,  Bordeaux,  and  Stockholm. 
He  died  in  1642-43,  having  had  issue  by  his  wife,  Barbara  Auchinlek,1  four 
sons,  Patrick,  John,  Andrew,  and  William,  of  whom  the  first  two  died 
unmarried  or  without  issue  before  Nov.  1640,  when  their  brother  Andrew 
was  returned  heir  to  them.  William,  who  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  in 
1640,  went  to  sea,  and  would  seem  to  have  left  no  descendants,  as  here  again 
there  is  no  reference  to  any  such  in  the  Dundee  records.     Andrew  Wedderburn, 

who  was  thus  his  father's  only  surviving  son,  and  was  heir  to 
Andrew  his  two    elder   brothers,  was    admitted    a    burgess    of  Dundee    in 

died  i683Urn'         1 634,  and  long    traded    there    as    a  merchant.       He  was  also    on 

several  occasions  "stentar,"  or  collector  of  the  duties,  for  the 
burgh.  Though  twice  married — (1)  in  1643  to  Elspet  Fletcher,  (2)  in  1664  to 
Christian  Duncan — he  had  no  children.  His  second  wife  died  in  1677-78, 
some  five  years  before  her  husband,  whose  death  occurred  in  1683-84. 

So  far  the  branches  of  the  family  with  which  I  have  dealt  have  been 
those,  the  members  of  which  were  either  occupied  as  merchants 
Recapitulation.  or  shipowners  or  concerned  with  religion.  It  was,  no  doubt,  the 
convenience  of  Dundee  as  a  trading  port  that  took  thither  from 
Berwickshire  the  original  settler  of  the  name,  and  thus  the  earliest  members 
of  the  family  connected  with  the  burgh  are  all  merchants.2  In  one  branch, 
the  two  sons  of  John  Wedderburn  and  Margaret  Lindsay,  became  respectively 
a  distinguished  doctor  and  a  prominent  bishop,  while  in  another,  that  of 
Pittormie,  we  find  William  Wedderburn  of  Pittenweem  and  Dundee,  James  of 
Moonzie  and  his  three  sons,  all  of  them  ministers  opposed  to  episcopacy. 
But  of  all  those  mentioned  up  till  now  only  one,  John  of  Craigie,  was  bred 
to  what  may  be  described  as  for    long    the    hereditary  profession  of  the  family, 

1  When  the  Wedderburn  monuments  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee  were  being  put  in  order  in  1892,  the 
workmen  came  across  a  fragment  of  an  old  tombstone,  the  sculpture  of  which  showed  it  to 
belong  to  the  first  half  of  the  seventeenth  century.  It  consists  of  a  framework  enclosing  a 
passage  from  the  Book  of  Job  (x.,  25-27)  with  the  Auchinlek  arms  on  the  right-hand  side.  The 
left-hand  end  of  the  stone  is  broken  off,  but  if,  as  is  possible,  it  bore  the  Wedderburn  arms,  the 
stone  was  without  doubt  that  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Barbara  Auchinlek.  The  peculiar 
wording  of  the  passage  quoted  follows  the  text  of  the  Bishop's  Bible  of  1572,  except  that  the 
Scottish  "  thocht  "  is  used  for  though.  The  exact  condition  of  the  fragment  may  be  seen  from 
the  following  reprint  of  the  passage,  in  which  the   words,  etc.,  broken  away  are  given  in  italics. 

For    I   am    sure    that    my    redeemer    liveth    and 

Be  sal  rayse  up  at  the  leter  day  thame  that  ly  in 

The  the  dust   and   (7iocht  efter    my   skin   the   vormes  The 

Wedderburn  destroy    this    body    yet    sal     I    sie    God    in    my  Auchinlek 

Arms  ?  Jtesche    whom    J    myself    sal    sie    and    my    eies  Arms. 

sal  beholde   and    none    other    for    me    thocht    my 

reynes  are  consumed   vthin  me.       Job  10  chapter 

25,  26,  and  27. 

The  stone  is  now  in  the  Dundee  Museum,  to  which  it  was  presented  by  Mr.  Scrymgeour- 
Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn. 
3  The  occupation  of  the  younger  sons  of  good  families  in  trade,  and  even  as  small  shopkeepers,  was 
always  exceedingly  common  in  Scotland  until  late  into  the  eighteenth  century,  especially  in 
times  of  peace.  "  Sir  Walter  Scott  puts  into  the  mouth  of  King  James  himself  a  very  graphic 
account  of  the  process  by  which  the  young  Scot  put  his  pedigree  aud  his  blazon  in  his  pocket 
and  set  up  his  booth  and  sold  his  stuffs  until  the  lucky  day  when  he  could  cock  his  beaver 
once  more  with  the  best,  and  assert  the  old  pretensions  of  the  stock"  (William  Blackwood  and 
his  sons,  by  Mrs.  Oliphant,  Blackwood,  1897).  The  brother  of  one  of  the  Lords  Lindsay  in  the 
sixteenth  century  was  a  "  wright "  in  Cupar,  and  in  the  eighteenth  the  heir  of  Dundas  of 
Fingask  kept  a  shop  in  the  Lawn  Market  of  Edinburgh,  while  many  of  the  lairds  of  Banff  and 
Aberdeen  had  "merchant  booths"  in  Aberdeen.  In  a  word  the  junior  branches  of  the  Scottish 
aristocracy  and  gentry  did  in  retail  what  their  successors  on  both  sides  of  the  Tweed  now  do 
on  wholesale  principles 
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viz.,  the  law,  and  he,  as  we  have  seen,  soon  deserted  it  for  an  adventurous  career,  introd. 
It  is,  however,  as  notaries  and  clerks  of  Dundee  for  over  two  hundred  years, 
that  the  Wedderburns  formed  the  closest  ties  with  the  burgh,  the  fortunes  of 
which  were  long  guided  by  their  advice,  and  the  records  of  which,  in  the 
handwriting  of  a  succession  of  clerks  of  the  name,  remain  to  testify  to  their 
energy  and  care.  It  is  with  the  first  recorded  lawyer,  and  the  father  of  the 
first    recorded  clerk  of   the  name  that  I  have  now  to  deal. 

Robert    Wedderburn,  (second   son    of    old    Eobert    Wedderburn   and   Janet 
Froster),     was     born     about     1490,     and     after     graduating     at 
Robert  S.     Andrew's    in    1509-11,     was     admitted     to    the    freedom    of 

grandfather  of  Dundee  in  1516.  He  is  the  first  notary  of  the  name  whom  I 
016^1573-77.  find   mentioned   in  the   annals   of   the    burgh.      The  date  of   his 

admission  does  not  appear,  although  lie  is  described  as  burgess 
in  1523,  and  we  have  an  example  of  his  symbol  affixed  to  one  of  the 
Dundee  charters  in  1525.  I  have  already  referred  to  his  purchases  of 
property  from  his  brother  James  and  James'  son,  Robert.  The  charters 
effecting  these  purchases  are  of  value,  as  fixing  both  his  parentage  and 
that  of  his  son,  Alexander,  one  of  them  being  endorsed  by  Kingennie, 
"  My  gudsyris  evidentis  of  the  land  in  the  Murraygait."  It  is  probable  that 
he  is  the  Mr.  Robert  Wedderburn  who  is  named  as  witnessing  documents  at 
Maryculter,  co.  Kincardine,  in  1547  and  1550,  since  the  prefix  of  "Magister" 
is  often  used  before  his  name,  owing  to  either  his  degree  or  his  profession. 
If  the  witness  at  Maryculter  is  he,  we  get  some  further  ground  for  connecting 
with  the  Dundee  house  the  family  of  the  name  in  Aberdeenshire,  who  are 
believed  to  have  come  north  from  co.  Forfar.  The  date  of  Robert's  death  is 
approximately  fixed,  as  he  was  living  in  July  1573,  but  was  dead  before  the 
end  of  1577.  He  had  married  before  1540  Janet  Kyd,  and  by  her  left  issue 
three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Of  the  latter,  one  was  Barbara  who  married 
(a)  David  Guthrie,  (6)  Peter  Imbrie,  and  bad  issue  by  both  marriages.  She 
died  about  1608,  leaving  a  will,  by  which  she  bequeathed  her  "  sylver  cup,  her 
signet  of  gold,  grit  purs  and  ane  furnist  bed  "  to  one  of  her  sons-in-law,  John 
Leslie,  and  the  rest  of  her  "  geir "  to  her  daughter  Margaret.  The  other 
daughters  were  Janet,  who  married  James  Thomson  and  had  issue,  and 
Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Coustoun  and  also  had  issue,  including  a  daughter 
Eufame,  who  became  the  wife  of  Robert  Wedderburn,  the  merchant  (ante, 
p.   xxxiii.),  son  of  the  old  Vicar  of  Dundee. 

Of    the    sons    of    Robert    Wedderburn    and    Janet   Kyd,   the    second   was 
Peter  Peter    Wedderburn,    who    was     a    merchant    and    ship-owner    in 

"Wedderburn  Dundee.  There  are  several  references  to  his  trade,  which  took 
garetKinioch),  him  at  one  time  to  Norway  and  no  doubt  elsewhere.  When 
died  1604.  at.  jj0me  j,e  acted   on   the   council  of  the   burgh,  and   in    1580 

in  view  of  the  proposed  visit  of  the  King  to  Dundee,  was  selected  by  that 
body  "  to  bear  thair  handseynzie  "  or  banner  on  the  occasion.  He  died  in 
1604,  leaving  by  his  wife,  Margaret  Kinloch  (who  had  died  a  few  years 
previously)  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  Peter,  George,  Margaret,  Barbara, 
and  Janet.1  Neither  of  the  sons  appear  to  have  left  issue,  since  the  records 
of  Dundee  contain  no  references  to  any  such  persons  or  their  descendants. 
George  is  rarely  mentioned,  and  Peter,  though  often  referred  to  1595 — 1616, 
drops  out  of  the  records.  It  should  be  observed,  however,  that  the  same 
difficulty  of  identifying  on  each  occasion  which  of  several  contemporaries  of 
the  name  is  meant  occurs  in  the  case  of  the  name  Peter,  as  in  the  case  of 
James  and  Robert. 

1  Of  these,  Margaret  married  (a)  George  Blak,  (b)  Andrew  Blak  ;  Barbara  married  (a)  Edward 
Christone,  (6)  Edward  Frislo,  unless  these  two  names  are  the  same ;  while  Janet  married 
William  Davidson,  and  was  living  in  1626. 
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Introd.  The   third    son   of    old   Robert   Wedderburn    and   Janet   Kyd   was  Robert, 

who  was  for  many  years  an  active  notary  in  Dundee.  He 
Robert  wedder-  was  born  in  1546,  and  was  admitted  a  notary  in  1574  after 
1546— 161  iary'         ten     years'     study     with     Alexander     Guthrie     in     Edinburgh, 

and  seven  with  his  own  brother  Alexander,  then  clerk  of 
Dundee.  Soon  after  his  admission  he  had  to  bring  an  action  and  get  a 
decree  against  one  Mathew,  for  "  mispresoning  and  blaspheming  him,"  by 
"  allegeand  and  sayand  that  he  had  maid  and  gevine  ane  instrument  to  Robert 
Rollok  quhilk  was  fals  " ;  no  doubt  an  important  slander,  as  the  notaries  were 
very  jealous  of  their  own  and  their  predecessors'  reputation.  A  century 
later,  in  1677,  James  Wedderburn,  then  clerk  of  Dundee,  summoned  Thomas 
Anderson  for  having  used  "  rase  base  and  opprobrious  speeches  against  him 
and  his  predecessors,  saying  that  they  bad  made  false  instruments  without 
ground  or  warrant,  so  taking  away  their  good  name,"  and  Anderson  was 
ordered  to  pay  a  fine,  "  sit  down  on  his  knees  in  court,"  and  promise  to  never 
so  offend  again.  Robert  was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee  in  1588,  and  in 
the  next  year  was  elected  procurator  fiscal  and  master  of  work  for  the 
building  of  the  new  school  of  the  burgh.  His  life  was  evidently  spent  in 
and  about  Dundee,  where  he  died  in  Oct.  1611,  his  heir  being  Peter,  the 
son  of  his  immediate  elder  brother.  He  had  married  in  1583  Margaret 
Myln,  and  by  her,  who  died  before  him,  had  issue  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  viz.,  Robert,  James,  Robert,  and  Alexander,  Janet,  and  Elizabeth. 
The  births  of  the  first  three  sons  are  recorded  by  him  in  one  of  his  minute 
books  (post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  207)  with  a  note  of  the  signs  of  the  zodiac  under 
which  they  were  born.  The  fourth  son,  Alexander,  lived  till  1607-9,  and  his 
name  sometimes  occurs  as  witnessing  documents  1605-7,  but,  like  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  he  died   unmarried  in   his  father's  life.1 

As  a  notary  Robert's  activity  is  best  witnessed  by  six  large  protocol 
books  and  twelve  small  minute  books  in  his  hand,  all  of  which  are  still 
preserved  in  the  charter  room  of  the  Dundee  Town  House.  From  these  we 
get  some  insight  into   the   extent  of   his    education.     Following  what  seems   to 

have  been  a  fashiou  of  the  time,  for  the  same  is  the  case 
Notarial  with   other  such  books,  he   used   the  first  two  or  three  pages  of 

Books.  each    of   his    protocol    books   as    a    sort    of    commonplace    book. 

Quotations  from  classical  writers,  from  Ovid  (a  copy  of  whose 
"  Metamorphoses,"  in  "  very  braw  binding,"  passed  from  him  to  his  nephew, 
Davidj,  from  Cicero,  Plutarch,  Lucan,  Claudian,  and  the  Vulgate ;  quaint 
proverbs,  mottoes,  and  rhymes  of  various  sorts  are  freely  used.  Inside  the  cover 
of  his  first  book  he  writes,  for  example,  "  Temperantia  prorogat  annos,"  "  Dies 
diem  docet,"  "  Nocte  dieque  leges  si  vis  addiscere  leges,"  "  patior  ut  potiar," 
and  a  quotation  from  Lucan.  The  second  book  opens  with  more  Latin 
mottoes,  such  as  "  Quod  fors  fert  ferendum  est,"  "  Bonum  est  habere  bonum 
nomen,"  and  quotations  from  Claudian,  Cicero,  Plato  (in  Latin),  etc.,  together 
with  an  English  passage  describing  envy  as  "ane  certane  tre  quha  rute  is 
malice  and  illwill  .  .  .  quhais  flowris  is  mocking  and  divysioun,"  etc.,  while  at 
the  end  of  the  volume  is  a  list  of  the  "maist  peralus  and  dangerous  dayis  in 
the  yeir,"  days  on  which  no  one  should  wed  a  wife,  start  on  a  journey,  be  seized 
with  illness,  or  begin  any  great  piece  of  work — which  shows  that  Robert's 
scholarship  did  not  prevent  his  superstition.  I  need  not  continue  to  enumerate 
the  different  quotations  in  these  books,  a  more  detailed  account  of  each  of 
which  will  be  found  in  the  second  volume  of  this  work,  together  with  extracts 
from  the  protocols  which  they  contain2  (Dundee  Protocol  Books,  pp.   206  seqq., 

1  These  children  may  all   have   died   in   the   plague,  which   was   imported   to   Dundee  from  France  in 

1605,    and   was    still   raging   in   1608.      No    less    than   four   thousand   persons    died  during  this 
time.     See  post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  236. 

2  Sir  William  Wedderburn   has   decorated  the  cornice  of  a  dining-room  recently  built  at  Meredith 
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vols.    243,   245,  247-48,  251,   261).      Similar,  though   less   numerous,  quotations  introd. 
occur  on   most  of  the  books  of  several  of  these  old  notaries  in  Dundee.     Thus 
Robert's   brother,  Alexander,  the  clerk,   writes  (D.B.R.   8) : — 

Non  vox  sed  votum,   non  musica  cordula  sed  cor, 
Non  clamans  sed  amans  candet  in  aure  dei. 

Kingennie's  servitor,  Thomas  Fyiff,  constantly  repeats  the  epitaph  of  Mary, 
Queen  of  Scots,  on  his  title  pages.  Kingennie  himself  writes,  "  In  my 
defence  God  me  defend,  and  bring  my  soul  to  ane  guid  end,"  "  0  guid  God 
be  merciful  unto  me;  imprint  thy  fear  in  my  hairt"  (D.B.R.  15),  and  so 
on,  down  to  the  time  of  the  last  clerk  of  the  Dame,  on  whose  final  protocol 
book,  interrupted  by  his  share  in  the  '15,  is  written,  "  If  spending  of  thy 
time   thou   be,   Remember  time  is  spending   thee." 

The  symbols  of  the  different  notaries  of  the   name   have    been  facsimiled 

in  the  second  volume  (pp.  186-87).  That  of  old  Robert  is 
Notarial  simple  and  has  no  motto,  but  the  later  ones  are  elaborate  and 

1525-1715.  were  intended,  no  doubt,  both  to  be  difficult  of  imitation  and  to 

impress  the  ignorant  with  a  due  sense  of  writing  as  an  art. 
That  of  Robert,  the  notary  (as  we  may  call  the  brother  of  the  clerk),  has 
two  mottoes,  "Bona  fide"  and  "Nihil  tarn  occulte  quam  non  revelabitur," 
while  his  brother  has  one  with  "Deum  time."  Kingennie  and  his  two  sons 
all  used  no  mottoes  with  their  symbols,  but  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness 
reverted  to  the  "Deum  time"  of  his  great-grandfather,  though  he  sometimes 
substituted  for  it  "  Fear  God,"  in  English.  James,  his  son  and  successor, 
had  for  symbol  a  most  elaborate  signature,  with  the  words  "  Dum  spiro  spero  " 
below  it,  while  his  son,  again,  the  last  of  the  clerks,  had  a  simpler  symbol 
with  his  initials  A.W.  and  the  motto,  "  Sit  deo  Gloria."  The  last  of  the 
notaries,  Robert  of  Pearsie,  who  died  in  1786,  used  no  symbol,  but  only  a 
motto,   "  Libertas    optima   rerum." 

The  eldest  brother  of  Robert,  the  notary,  is,  as  far  as  I  know,  the  first  of 

his  name  to  have  been  clerk  of  Dundee.  Douglas,  in  his  Baronage 
burnsf  clerks  of  Scotland,  followed  by  some  others,  has  spoken  of  John  Wed- 
i557-ru7e'  derburn    (son    to    James   Wedderburn   and    Janet   Froster)    and 

of  David  Wedderburn,  who  married  Helen  Lawson,  both  as  being 
father  and  son  and  as  having  been  successively  clerks  of  Dundee,  but  there 
is  no  ground  for  either  assertion.  It  is,  of  course,  possible  that  there  were 
clerks  of  the  name  before  the  time  of  Alexander,  and  when  in  1703  the  last 
of  the  Wedderburn  clerks  was  attempting  to  remove  by  process  one  James 
Ramsay  from  the  deputy  clerkship,  he  alleged  that  the  Wedderburns  had 
"for  fourteen  generations"  been  clerks  of  Dundee.  This  was,  I  think,  either 
a  piece  of  pleading  or  a  statement  based  on  tradition  untested  by  fact.  The 
office  of  clerk  was,  indeed,  continuously  held  by  seven  members  of  the  family 
through  six  generations.  But  the  first  of  these  seven,  Alexander,  succeeded 
one  Robert  Seres,  and  at  an  early  date — 1425 — we  find  the  office  held  by 
one  John  Bell,  clear  proof  that  fourteen  successive  generations  goes  far  beyond 
the  fact.  The  office,  no  doubt,  came  to  be  regarded  as  hereditary  in  the 
family.  On  the  death  of  the  first  Wedderburn  clerk  it  fell  to  his  eldest  son, 
but  in  the  next  generation  when  the  second  clerk  died,  leaving  not  only  a 
vacancy  in  the  clerkship  but  the  estate  of  Kingennie,  the  latter  devolved  in 
the  line  of  his  eldest  son,  while  his  second  son,  James,  took  up  the  office 
of  clerk.  Later  on  history  repeated  itself,  for  once  again  the  office  was 
inherited,  so  to  speak,  by  James'  son,  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness,  on  whose 
death  it  passed  to  his  second  son,  James,  the  estate  of  Blackness  falling  to 
the  eldest  son. 

•with  some  of  these  mottoes,  thus: — "At  meitt  be  glaid,  sport  honestlie,"  etc.  (post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  225); 
"  Patior  ut  potiar,"  "Temperantia  prorogat  aunos,"  and  "Spernit  pericula  virtus,"  this  last 
being  the  motto  of  the  first  baronet  of  Blackness. 
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introd.  Alexander  Wedderburn,   the   first   of  these   clerks — "the   old   clerk,"  as  he 

is  sometimes  called  in  after  years — was  born  about  1530, 
wedderbum,  admitted  a  notary  in  1554-55,  and  on  5  Oct.  1556  was  elected 
isio-i&si161*'''  to  the  derkship  of  Dundee.  His  formal  "gift"  of  the  office, 
still  extant  among  the  Dundee  charters,  is  dated  6  Feb.  1557, 
and  is  remarkable  as  being  a  gift  to  him  for  life.  He  must  have  soon 
gained  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  as  in  1563  they  elected  him, 
with  two  others,  to  attend  the  parliament  in  Edinburgh,  anent  various  matters, 
including  especially  the  liberty  of  the  burghs.  He  held  the  office  of  clerk 
for  just  over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  resigning  it  20  Sept.  1582  to  his  eldest 
son.  Several  of  his  official  books  remain  on  the  shelves  of  the  Dundee 
charter  room,  thus  fulfilling  so  far  the  prophecy  contained  in  some  lines 
written   by    him   on  the   title-pages  of  two  of   them,  to    the  effect  that 

This  book  shall  last  heir  in   Dundee 
Quhill  that  the   emmet  drink  all  ye  see, 
And  quhill   the  snaill  with  speedie  ferd 
Sail  perambill   throw  all  the  eird. 

He  lived  on  the  north  side  of  Argylegait,  near  S.  Matthew's  close,  which 
thus  came  to  be  called  "  the  auld  clerk's  close,"  and  he  also  acquired  a  charge 
on  the  lands  of  Wester  Gourdie,  which  became  later  the  property  of  his 
eldest  son,  and  have  ever  since  remained  in  the  family.  He  married  in  1560 
Janet  Myln,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  James  Myln  of  Dundee,  and  by  her  had 
issue  six  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  wife  died  in  1582,  he  himself  three 
years  later,  both  of  them  leaving  wills,  which  are  registered  in  the  com- 
inissariot  of  Edinburgh.  I  make  no  doubt  that  they  were  buried  together  in 
the  Howff  of  Dundee,  under  a  tomb  bearing,  probably,  the  quaint  inscription 
(post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  164),  which  is  recorded  in  the  Compt  Builc  of  their  second  son. 
I  shall  deal  later  with  their  eldest  son,  who  succeeded  his  father  in  the 
clerkship,  and  was  the  first  proprietor  of  his  name  of  the  estate  of  Kingennie, 
co.  Forfar.  Their  second  son,  David,  was  born  in  1.562-63,  and  has  left,  a 
record  of  himself  in  the  curious  MS.  Compt  Buik,  to  which  I 
w^dd  rb  have  just  referred,  and  which   has   been   recently  (1898)  published 

of  the  by  the   Scottish   History    Society.     From   this  book  we  are  able 

1563-1633UI  '  to  gather  many  particulars  in  regard  both  to  his  family  and  his 
career,  and  also  to  the  commerce  and  customs  of  the  time. 
The  latter  have  been  dealt  with  in  the  abovenamed  edition  of  the  MS.,  and 
I  have  given  in  the  second  volume  of  this  work  both  a  general  account  of 
the  contents  of  the  Compt  Builc,  and  exhaustive  extracts  fiom  it  of  all  that  bears 
on  the  history  of  the  family.  David  was  evidently  a  prosperous  merchant  in 
Dundee,  but  his  interests  were  not  confined  to  his  business.  His  MS.  shows 
him  to  have  had  a  taste  in  literature,  astrology,  and  in  the  decoration  of 
his  house.  Thus  we  have  a  list  of  books  lent  by  him  from  his  library,  a 
list  of  "evill"  and  "  blissit  dayis"  of  the  year,  and  the  inscriptions  to  be 
"  ingravin  in  the  lyntis  aboue  the  pilleris  of  my  galry"  in  his  house  in  the 
Marketgait.  All  sort  of  commercial  transactions  are  carefully  noted,  and  the 
book  also  contains  a  list  of  his  "  evidents "  or  charters,  the  title  deeds  to 
various  properties  in  the  burgh,  which  he  owned  or  in  which  he  had  an 
interest.  With  commerce  he  combined  some  knowledge  of  legal  affairs,  and, 
having  inherited  some  of  his  father's  protocol  books,  he,  in  1603,  got  himself 
admitted  a  notary.  The  book  also  contains  an  elaborate  register  ot  his 
immediate  family,  and  many  references  to  his  brothers  and  sisters  and  more 
distant  relations.  At  one  time  he  was  evidently  not  in  accord  with  his  elder 
brother,  and  among  the  papers  of  my  grandfather  (J.W.  105/)  I  find  one 
in  the  hand  of  James  Thomson,  the  historian  of  Dundee,  who  once 
owned  the  Compt  Builc,  and  which  I  take  to  be  a  copy  of  some  pages  of  it 
now  destroyed.      It  is  headed  "  Ane   remembrance   to   the   clerk   my    broyr  off 
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ye  Innaturall  Iniuries  and  wrangis  he  and  his  wife  lies  done  to  me."  The  introd. 
present  condition  of  the  MS.  of  the  Compt  Bulk  shows  that  one  or  two  leaves 
have  been  removed,  and  I  think  that  my  grandfather,  jealous  of  any- 
thing which  he  thought  discreditable  to  the  family,  persuaded  James  Thomson 
to  destroy  the  original  of  this  record  of  brotherly  dissension.  David  died  in 
1632-34.  He  had  married  at  Murroes  in  1589"Matild  Beaton,  daughter  of 
James  Beaton  of  Westhall,  and  by  her  had  a  large  family  of  eleven  children, 
born  1590 — 1610.  Of  these,  four  were  sons,  David,  James,  Alexander,  and 
Henry,  none  of  whom  carried  on  their  father's  line.  David  and  Alexander 
both  died  before  him,  and,  I  believe,  Henry  (who  is  never  named  in  the 
burgh  records)  to  have  done  the  same.  James  entered  the  army,  and  served 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  He  was  living  in  1642  and  perhaps  later,  and 
is  said  to  have  entered  the  service  of  Gustavus  Adolphus  of  Sweden,  and  to 
have  been  buried  in  the  cathedral  of  Abo,  in  Swedish  Finland.  That  he 
left  no  issue  seems  clear  both  from  the  fact  that  the  Dundee  records  contain 
no  reference  to  descendants  of  his,  and  because  we  find  his  father's  house  in 
Dundee  in  the  possession  of  the  family  of  one  of  his  married  sisters  in  later 
years.  His  sisters  were  Helen,  married  (a)  in  1610  George  Auchinlek,  and  (b)  in 
1621  James  Ros  ;  Eufame,  married  (1610)  James  Sympsone;  Matild  ;  Janet,  died 
in  1616;  Katharen ;  Isobell ;  and  Magdalen,  married  George  English;  in  regard 
to   all   of  whom   I  have    but  little  information. 

The  four  younger  sons  of  the  old  clerk  can  be  briefly  dealt  with,  as  only 
one  of  them,  Robert,  had  issue,  and  his  male  line  became 
Robert,  James,  extinct  on  the  death  of  his  son.  This  Robert,  who  was  a 
William  wedder-  merchant  in  Dundee,  died  in  1593,  and,  though  under  thirty 
oicfcierkf50  *  e  years  of  age,  had  been  three  times  married  between  1589  and 
1592.  The  fashion  of  the  time  seems  to  have  favoured 
immediate  remarriage.  His  wives  were  Grissell  Duncan,  Elspet  Lovell,  and 
Elspet  Hering.  Of  these,  the  first  and  the  last  (who  survived  him  and 
married  again)  had  no  issue,  but  by  the  second,  Robert  had  a  daughter  Helen 
(married  Andrew  Boyd),  who  was  living  in  1655,  and  a  son  Alexander,  who 
was  for  many  years  a  merchant  and  ship-owner  in  Dundee.  He  married  Janet 
Newton,  and  died  in  the  latter  part  of  1652  leaving  issue  two  daughters, 
Helen,  who  married  (a)  William  Gascoigne,  (b)  Bartholomew  Belsone,  English- 
man, as  he  is  constantly  called,  and  Elizabeth,  who  became  the  wife  of 
William  Gardyne,  a  goldsmith  in  Dundee. 

James  Wedderburn,  the  next  brother  of  Robert,  was  also  a  Dundee 
merchant,  and  is  repeatedly  named  as  burgess,  bailie,  kirk- 
James  master,  and  dean  of  gild.  A  feud  between  him  and  one 
died  1644.  James  Rollok — a  faint  survival,  perhaps,  of  the  old  difference 
between  the  families — is  mentioned  in  1603.  His  house  in  the 
Overgait  of  Dundee  was  still  standing  in  1877,  identified  by  a  panel  (post, 
p.  428)  bearing  his  arms,  initials,  and  the  date  1642,  but  was  rebuilt  in  that 
year,  when  the  arms  were  badly  recut.  He  married  Cristina  Lovell,  but  by  her, 
who  died  in  1631,  had  no  issue.  James  himself  died  in  1644,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Howff,  at  the  foot  of  the  old  west  wall.  By  his  will,  confirmed  at 
Brechin  and  still  extant,  he  left  various  legacies  to  his  nephews  and  nieces 
and  others,  as  well  as  a  sum  of  four  hundred  merks  for  a  silver  basin  for 
the  use  of  the  kirk  of  Dundee,  to  be  engraved  with  the  names  and  arms  of 
himself  and  his  late  wife,  and  an  inscription  to  be  decided  on  by  his  great 
nephew,  Blackness.  This  basin,  weighing  three  pounds  and  three  ounces,  was 
given  by  his  heir  and  executor,  Alexander  (son  of  Robert),  to  the  kirk  in 
1646  for  "the  use  and  behailf  of  the  sacrament  of  baptisme." 

The  fact  of  this  nephew,  Alexander  (the  son  of  his  elder  brother  Robert), 
being  heir  retoured  to  James,  shows  that  at  that  date  (1646)  both  James' 
younger    brothers    had    died    without    issue.      Peter    had,    indeed,    been    twice 
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introd.  married,  (i.)  to  Anna  Walker  and  (ii.)  to  Margaret  Muddie,  but  had  died  in 
1623,  and  William's  death  had  occurred  twenty  years  earlier  (1603-4),  when 
there  is  a  discharge  to  Kingennie  by  his  other  brothers  and  sisters  in 
respect  of  his  estate.  His  death  was,  it  seems,  a  violent  one,  for  in  the 
Acts  and  Decreets  is  registered  in  1613  a  proceeding  by  his  brothers 
against  James  Kyle  and  George  Traill,  on  a  contract  by  the  latter  "  to 
abandon  and  never  have  ado  with  the  late  James  Traill,  alleged  committer 
of  the  slaughter  of  William  Wedderburn,"  brother  of  the  pursuers,  and  themselves 
to  depart  out  of  the  realm  within  forty  days,  under  a  penalty  of  10,000  merks. 
The  two  daughters  of  the  old  clerk,  Margaret  and  Katharine,  both  married 

(the  latter  twice),  and  had  issue.  There  is  a  quaint  entry  in 
Katfartoefnd  tne  Compt  Buik  of  her  brother,  David,  in  regard  to  the 
oi^cierk8  °f  the  f°rmer>  tne  record,  namely,  of   a  sort  of   bet   between    him   and 

her — a  cloak  against  two  "  crownes  of  the  sone  " — that  she  would 
marry  within  the  year.  This  was  in  June  1583,  and  I  think  David,  who 
wagered  she  would  so  marry,  must  have  won,  as  in  October  she  is  spoken  of 
as  the  future  wife  of  Peter  Clayhills,  whose  wife  she,  in  fact,  became.  She  died 
in  1617.  Her  sister  Katharine  married  (i)  in  1594,  William  Duncan,  surgeon 
in  Dundee,  who  died  in  1608,  and  (ii)  William  Ferguson  of  Balbeuchlie,  co. 
Forfar.  She  died  between  1644  and  1649,  and  was  buried  in  the  Howff.  A 
curious  memorial  of  her  remains  also  in  the  form  of  a  small  pewter  box  or 
casket,  with  her  arms  and  initials  and  a  sort  of  almanack  engraved  on  it. 
Of  this  an  illustration  is  given,  post,  p.  122.  It  is  said  that  from  the 
marriage  of  Margaret  with  Peter  Clayhills,  and  of  Katharine  with  William 
Duncan,  descend  the  Clayhills  of  Innergowrie  and  the  Duncans  of  Lundie,  Earls 
of  Camperdown,  and  this  may  be  so,  but  I  have  not  verified  the  statements. 
In  Alexander    Wedderburn    of   Kingennie,  eldest  son  of  the  old    clerk,  we 

come  to  a  man  who  was  certainly  remarkable  in  his  time,  and 
Alexander,  first  did  much  to  increase  the  prosperity  of  his  family.  He,  as  we 
I56i-ni626jie'         have  seen,  succeeded  his  father  as  clerk  of  Dundee  on  attaining 

his  majority  in  1582,  a  few  years  before  his  father's  death. 
Many  of  his  protocol  books  remain  in  the  Dundee  charter  room  ;  and 
the  first  pages  of  the  Lockit  Buik  are  beautifully  written  in  his  hand.  He 
sat  in  the  Scottish  Parliament  in  1585,  and  later  on,  for  nearly  thirty  years, 
1593 — 1621,  constantly  represented  Dundee  in  that  assembly.  He  was  one  of 
the  Scottish  Commissioners  to  treat  in  regard  to  a  union  between  Scotland 
and  England  in  1604,  and  as  such  was  for  some  time  in  London  at  that 
period.  I  have  heard  it  stated  that  he  was  Secretary  to  James  VI.,  but  have 
lound  no  evidence  of  this  being  so,  although  he  was  certainly  an  intimate 
counsellor  of  the  king,  who  on  one  occasion  presented  him  with  a  ring 
from  his  finger,  still  preserved  in  the  family,  and  with  two  bracelets,  which 
have  unfortunately  been  lost.  Edwards,  the  historian  of  Angus  in  1678, 
mentions  both  his  intimacy  with  the  king  and  the  king's  generosity  to  him, 
and  both  ring  and  bracelets  are  visible  in  his  portrait  by  Jamieson,  an 
engraving  of  which  faces  p.  123  of  this  book.  There  are  numerous  references 
to  him  both  in  the  public  records  and  in  those  of  his  native  town. 
We  find  him  a  member  of  all  sorts  of  commissions,  and  on  one  occasion  he 
is  appointed  by  the  Privy  Council  to  go  to  Brechin  and,  with  Lindsay  of 
Pitscandlie,  sit  to  try  Andrew  Taylor  for  witchcraft.  In  several  years  (1617-18, 
1621)  he  is  on  commissions  for  the  plantation  of  kirks,  but  his  church 
politics  were  episcopal,  for  in  1618  we  find  him  voting  in  favour  of  kneeling 
at  the  sacrament,  baptism,  private  communion,  and  confirmation  by  the  bishops. 

1  I  now  give  (pp.  liv-v.)  a  second  key-pedigree,  similar  to  that  on  p.  xxix.,  showing  the  complete  descent 
in  male  line  from  Alexander  of  Kingennie.  The  descent  from  his  grand-daughter,  Magdalen  (m. 
John  Scryingeour),  is  also  given.  This  pedigree  shows  all  the  known  extant  branches  of  the 
family. 
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Between    1590   and   1600,  he  acquired  the  estates  of    Wester  Gourdie  and  introd. 

Kingennie.  Of  these,  the  former  was  bought  from  the  Car- 
The  purchase  michaels  and  Dunmuirs  for  some  9,000  merks  in  1591-93,  and 
i600.mgenn  e'        the   latter  from   the    Guthries   for  16,000    merks    in    1600.      It 

was  from  Kingennie  that  he  and  his  descendants  thereafter 
took  their  designation  until  the  purchase  of  Easter  Powrie  by  his  grandson 
in  1662,  and  its  erection  into  a  new  barony  of  Wedderburn  in  1708.  His 
town  house  was  in  the  Nethergait  of  Dundee,  and  stood  until  demolished  some 
few  vears  back,  when  a  stone,  sculptured  with  his  arms  and  those  of  bis 
wife,  which  formed  part  of  one  of  the  fire-places,  was  set  in  an  outside 
wall.  Illustrations  showing  this  stone,  part  of  one  of  the  ceilings  of  the 
house,  and  some  sculptured  stones  at  Kingennie,  will  be  found  post,  at  pp. 
128  and  427.  Kingennie  died  in  the  early  part  of  1626,  leaving  a  will, 
which  I  have  not  discovered,  in  which,  as  appears  from  other  documents, 
there  were  legacies  to  the  minister  and  poor  of  Dundee.  He  had  married 
almost  immediately  on  coming  of  age  in  1582,  Helen  Ramsay,  daughter  of 
Alexander  Ramsay  of  Dundee  and  grand-daughter  of  Mr.  George  Spens,  and 
by  her,  who  died  between  1618  and  1625,  bad  issue  eleven  children.  From 
the  two  eldest  sons  spring  the  Kingennie  and  Blackness  lines  of  the  family,  the 
former  of  which  became  extinct  in  male  line  in  1761.  The  two  next  sons  were, 
Peter,  who  married  Helen  Lovell,  but  died  s.p.  in  1629,  and  William,  who  married 
Jean  Pierson,  but  died  also  without  issue  in  1630. 

The  remaining   son,  John,   afterwards   Sir   John   of    Gosford,1  rose   to  great 

distinction  in  the  profession  of  medicine.  He  was  born  in  1599, 
Wedderburn  educated  at  S.  Andrew's,  where  he  graduated  in  1618,  and 
died°i678d'  was  ^or  some  3'ears  a  regent  of  S.  Leonard's  College.     He  then 

travelled  abroad,  leaving  home  in  1631,  but  returning  certainly 
by  1638.  After  this  he  lived  in  England,  where  he  was  physician  to  King 
Charles  I.,  and  later  to  Charles  II.  He  was  at  Oxford  in  1646,  apparently  in 
attendance  on  the  Duke  of  York,  and  was  made  an  honorary  member  of 
that  University,  shortly  before  the  city  surrendered  to  the  forces  of  Cromwell, 
when  he  was  allowed  to  leave  the  city  and  go  abroad  unmolested  any  time 
within  the  next  six  months.  Anthony  Wood  says  that  he  was  with  the  prince, 
afterwards  Charles  II.,  in  Holland,  in  1646-47,  and  this  may  be  so,  but  he  was 
home  in  1649,  and  during  the  illness  and  imprisonment  of  Dean  Barwick,  who 
had  the  management  of  the  Royalist  correspondence,  took  the  Dean's  place  and 
aided  in  bringing  about  the  Restoration.  He  was  then  knighted  and  appointed 
physician  to  the  King,  and  in  addition  received  a  confirmation  of  a  pension  of 
£2,000  a  year,  which  had  been  granted  to  him  by  the  late  King.  He  was  now 
in  the  front  rank  of  his  profession,  and  had  acquired  both  reputation  and 
wealth.  Jeremy  Taylor  speaks  in  terms  of  high  eulogy  of  both  his  character 
and  his  skill,  reckoning  him  not  only  among  the  best  physicians,  but  among 
the  best  friends.  He  made  use  of  his  wealth  to  largely  benefit  two  of  his 
nephews,  sons  of  his  brother  James,  of  both  of  whom  he  must  have  been 
justly  proud.  It  was  with  his  help  that  the  eldest  of  these,  Sir  Alexander, 
was  able  to  acquire  Blackness,  1642-54,  while,  somewhat  later,  in  1659,  Sir 
Peter  purchased  the  estate  of  Gosford  in  East  Lothian,  to  which  Sir  John 
retired  from  London  in  about  1663,  and  where  he  passed  the  remaining  years 
of  his  life,  and  died  "  full  of  years,  wealth  and  honour,"  not  long  before  his 
nephew,  Sir  Peter,  in  1678.2      No   monument    to   him    is  now   discoverable   in 

1  He  has  always  been  described  as  Sir  John  of  Gosford,  where  he  resided  with  his  nephew,  Sir  Peter, 
but,  in  fact,  he  never  owned  the  estate,  which  was  purchased  by  his  nephew  with  the  help  of 
his  uncle's  money. 

1  The  date  of  his  death  has  always  been  given  as  July  1679,  and  I  have  fallen  into  this  error  at 
p.  136  of  this  volume.  The  year  must,  however,  be  somewhat  earlier,  as  the  fact  of  his  death 
is  recorded  in  Edward's  History  of  Angus,  printed  in  1678.  Edward  says  that  it  occurred  in 
Sir  John's  eighty-first  year,  and  if  so,  the  date  of  his  birth  must  also  be  put  somewhat  earlier 
than  hitherto  (post,  p.  132). 
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Key-Pedigree  of  the  Families  of  Kingennie,  Easter  Powrie,    Wedderbur 

1582X 

IV.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  first  of  Kingennie,; 
clerk  of  Dundee,  1562—1626. 
123 


V.  Alexander,  second  of  Kingennie, 

clerk  of  Dundee,  1627-33  ;  d.  1637. 

142 


VI.  Alexander,  third  of  Kingennie, 
first  of  Easter  Powrie,  d.  1683. 
146 
It.  1.  M.  2.  M.  3. 


John, 

d.s.p. 

146 


Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness,  Knt.,  clerk  of- 
Dundee  1633-76  ;  b.  1610,  d.  1676. 
201 


Matild 
Fletcher. 


VII.  Alexander,  fourth  John.  d. 

of  Kingennie,  etc.,    d.  young. 
1692.  152 

157 


— 1  I 

Magdalen,  m.  1659     David, 
John  Scrymgeour  of     d,  young. 
Kirktoun.  152 

152 


John,  Peter, 

d.  young     d.s  p. 

153  153 


Five  sons 
d.  young. 


Sir  John,  1st  baronet  of 

Blackness  1704,  d.  1706. 

231 


_  J 


VIII.  John, 
d.  unm. 
159 


Alexander, 
d.  young. 
160 

Peter, 

d.  young. 
160 


Alexander,  fifth  of 
Kingennie,  first  of 
Wedderburn,  d. 
1713. 

161 


Alexander 
Scrymgeour, 
Professor  at 
S.  Andrew's. 
172 


I 
Sir  Alex., 
second 
baronet  of 
Blackness, 
d.  1710. 
238 


i  I  I  I  I 
Five  sons, 
d.  young. 


David, 
d.  unm. 
or  s.p. 
at  Dou- 
ayl710. 
235 


Sir  Alexander,  Robert, m. 
fourth  baronet  and  had  a 
of  Blackness,  d.  son  James. 
1744.  who    died 

254  young. 

248 


IX.  Alexan- 
der, d.v.p. 
163 

Robert, 
d.v.p. 
163 


Peter, 
second 
of  Wed- 
derburn, 
d.  inf. 
1714. 
164 


David, 
third  of 
Wedder- 
burn, d. 
unm. 
1761. 
164 


Gilbert, 
d. 

youug. 
164 


1 

Grizel, 
fourth  of 
Wedder- 
burn, d. 
unm. 
1778. 
167 


1 

David- 
Scry  m- 
geour, 
of  Birk- 
hill.  d. 
1772. 
174 


Katharine, 
dau.  of  Sir 
Alexander 
Wedder- 
burn, 4th 
baronet  of 
Blackness. 


1 

John, 
d. 

young. 
241 


— — I 

Sir  John, 
d.  unm. 
1723. 
243 


Alexan- 
der d. 
inf.' 
1712. 
241 


Sir  John, 
fifth  bar- 
onet of 
Black- 
ness, d. 
1746. 
264 


X.  Alexander  Scrymgeour,, 
succeeded   as    Wedderburn 
of   Wedderburn    1778,    m. 
but  d.s.p.  1811. 
176 


Henry  Scrymgeour-  Wed- 
derburn of  Wedderburn, 
succeeded  1811,  d.  1841. 
179 


1 

■  '        T 

1 

Sir  John  of 

James  Wedder- 

Other sons 

Balindean, 

burn -Colvile, 

d.  unm. 

d.  1803. 

d.  1807. 

285-88 

288 

305 

XI.,  XII,  XIII.,  XIV. 


The  Scrymgeour- 

Wedderburns 

of  Wedderburn. 

182  seqq. 


Sir  David,  first 
baronet  of  Bal- 
indean 1803,d. 
1 858  s.p.  him 
surviving. 
296 


Sir  John ,  second 
baronetof  Balin- 
dean, d.  1862. 
298 

Sir  David  and 
Sir  William,  3rd 
and  %th  baronets 

of  Balindean. 


I 

A  ndrew 
Colvile, 
d.  1856. 
308 

vU 
The  Wed- 
derburn- 
Colvilesof 
Ochiltree. 


Peter, 
d.  1 873. 
311 

nU 

The  Wed- 

derburn- 

Ogilvies 

of 
Kuthven. 


1 

James. 
d.  1822. 
312 

The  Wed- 
derburn- 
Maxwells 
of  Mid- 
dlebie. 
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ickness,  Balindean,  Gosford,  and  their  junior  branches. 
1898. 

lelen  Ramsay,  daughter  of  Alexander 
tamsay  of  Dundee. 


Peter,  d.s.p. 
1628-29. 
130 


William,  d.s.p. 
1630. 

132 


Sir  John  (of  Gosford),  physician  to 
Charles  I.  and  II.,  d.  uurn.  1678. 
132 


William, 

d.  uum. 

199 


Sir  Peter,  Lord  Gosford,  a  lord  of 
session,  d.  1679. 

363 


[ames,  clerk  Peter,  George,   d.   1700?  Alexander,  d.  1699. 

Dundee,  d.  1682.  His   daughter   his  His   daughter   his 

676—1696,  221  heir.  heir. 

245  218  217 


John,  of 
Gosford, 
d.  unm. 
1688. 
370 


Sir  Peter  Wedderburn  or  Halkett,  Alexander, 

first  baronet  of  Gosford  1697;  d.  d.  1730. 
1746.  395 

374 


foh  n  of 
'dvies, 
ihysic- 
an  in 
Dundee, 
l.sp. 
249 


1 

James, 
d.  young. 
251 


Robert, 
)f  Pear- 
iie,  d. 

'88. 

318 


John, 
d.  unm. 
1787. 
325 


Alexander,         John, 
shipmaster,         222 
d.  1734.  4/ 

226  The  Wed- 

derburns 

at 
Camno  ? 


Sir  Peter, 
second 
baronet  of 
Gosford, 
d.  1755. 
379 


Charles, 
of   Gos- 
ford, d. 
1754. 
381 


Alexander, 
of  S.  Ger- 
mains, 
d  sp.  1787. 
377 


Alexan- 
der, d. 
unm. 
1790? 
261 


Charles 
of 

Pearsie, 
d  s.p. 
1829. 
325 


David 
Web- 
ster, d. 
1801. 
329 


Kobert,  of 
Dunferm- 
line, d. 
1748.  His 
daughters 
his  heirs. 


Peter,  Lord 
Chesterhall 
of  session, 
d.  1756. 
397 


Alexander 

and 
James, 
d.  unm. 

396 


Thomas, 
of  Can- 
tra,  d. 
1771. 
337 


Thi 

Webster 

Weddtr- 

burns. 

329 

seoq. 


Alexander, 
in   London, 
d.1750?  His 
daughter  his 
only  child 
and  heir. 
229-30 


Sir  Peter, 
third  bar- 
onet of 
Gosford, 
d.  unm. 
1779. 
380-81 


— l — I 
Francis,  d. 
unm.  1760. 

James,  d. 
unm.  1755. 


Sir  John 
Wetlder- 
burn- 
Halkett, 
d.  1793. 
386 


Henry  Wed- 
derburn of 
Gosford,  d. 
1777.     His 
daughter  his 
heir. 
383 


Alexander.  Lord 
Chancellor 
Loughborough, 
1st  Earl  of  Koss- 
lyn,   d.sp.    him 
surviving  1805. 
402 


David, 
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introd.  the  churchyard  of  Aberlady,  though  one  still  remains  in  the  parish  in  the  form 
of  four  beautiful  silver  cups  presented  by  him  to  the  church  there  for  use 
in  the  sacrament.  He  also  left  a  large  and  valuable  library  to  his  old  college, 
a  letter  from  the  authorities  of  which,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  bequest 
from  Sir  Peter,  and  recording  Sir  John's  goodness,  is  printed  in  this  volume 
(post,  p.    137).      A  portrait   of  him  by  Jamieson  is  also  reproduced  there. 

The   six    daughters    of    Kingennie    were     Elizabeth,    Magdalene,    Margaret, 

Marjory,  Jean,  and  Elspeth.  Of  these  the  eldest  married 
Daughters?  C1)    George     Campbell    of    Crinan,   co.    Forfar,     who   died    s.p., 

and  (2)  Mr.  Peter  Bruce,  principal  of  St.  Leonard's  College, 
by  whom  she  had  three  daughters,  one  of  whom,  Elizabeth  Bruce,  married 
Simon  Mackenzie  of  Loch  Slin  (brother  of  George,  Earl  of  Seaforth), 
and  was  mother  to  the  famous  Sir  George  Mackenzie  of  Rosehaugh,  known 
in  history  as  "  bloody  Mackenzie."  The  remaining  five  daughters  of 
Kingennie  were  all  married,  and  had  issue,  viz. :  Magdalene  twice  (1)  to 
her  cousin,  William  Wedderburn,  minister  of  Dundee  (ante,  p.  xxxviii.),  and 
(2)  to  Mr.  George  Haliburton  of  Fodderance,  afterwards  a  lord  of  Session 
under  the  title  of  Lord  Fodderance ;  Margaret,  to  Thomas  Haliburton  of 
Dundee  ;  Marjory,  to  Robert  Carnegie  of  Leuchlaud  ;  Jean,  to  James 
Boyter  of  Pilmor ;  and  Elspeth,  to  Alexander  Fotheringhame  of  Parkzeat. 
Their  "tochers"  ranged  from  three  to  eight  thousand  merks,  substantial  sums 
at  the  time,  and  indicative  of  their  father's  prosperity.1 

I  shall  return  later  to  Kingennie's  second  son,  James,  from  whom 
descends  the  Blackness  line.  From  his  eldest  son,  however,  descended  the 
families  of  Kingennie,  Easter  Powrie,  and  Wedderburn,  represented  since  1778 
by  the  Scrymgeour-Wedderburns  of  Wedderburn,  as  his  heirs  of  line  on 
the  extinction  of  his  male  descent  in  1761. 

He  was    born   in    1583,  educated  at  S.  Andrew's,    and   originally   intended 

to  succeed  his  father  as  clerk,  being  in  fact  nominated  as 
second  o?'  his    successor    in     1604.       This   appointment     seems     to    have 

168^1637°  been   questioned   at    the    time,    but    was    expressly    ratified    by 

the  King  "  in  respect  of  his  father's  faithfull  service  done 
to  us "  by  a  letter  under  his  hand,  which  is  among  the  family  papers. 
Almost  at  once,  however,  his  father  made  other  plans,  and  got  a  gift  of 
the  clerkship  in  favour  of  his  second  son,  so  that  at  his  death  the  office 
went  to  that  son,  while  the  eldest  inherited  the  landed  estates.  It  so 
chanced,  however,  that  James  did  not  long  survive  his  father,  and  thus 
Alexander  did  in  fact  become  clerk  for  some  years,  1627-33,  in  order  to 
keep  the  place  warm  for  his  brother's  eldest  son.  During  his  father's  life, 
he  was  already  active  in  burgh  affairs.  He  was  admitted  a  burgess 
in  1609,  and  thereafter  acted  as  bailie,  auditor,  and  dean  of  gild  in 
several  years.  In  1618,  too,  he  represented  Dundee  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland.  On  the  death  of  his  father  in  1626 
he  succeeded  1o  Kingennie  and  Wester  Gourdie,  and  when  in  the  following 
year  his  brother  James  died,  he  took  up  the  office  of  clerk,  having  been 
already  (but  at  what  date  I  have  not  ascertained)  duly  admitted  a  notary. 
Facsimiles  of  his  signature  and  his  notarial  symbol  may  be  found  opposite 
pp.  24,  32,  and  187  of  the  second  volume  of  this  book.  A  volume  of  his 
protocols  as  clerk  is  referred  to  in  the  Dundee  records,  but  is  unfortunately 
missing  from  the  charter  room,  and  the  Burgh  and  Head  Court  Records  during 
his  tenure  of  the  clerkship  are  also  not  forthcoming.  On  ceasing  to  be  clerk 
he  in  1633  represented  Dundee  in  the  Scottish   parliament,  and   also    acted  as 

1  At  this  period  and  until  the  close  of  the  century  the  purchasing  power  of  a  pound  scots  (although 
but  a  twelfth  of  a  pound  sterling  in  intrinsic  value)  was  equal  to  that  of  our  sovereign  now, 
and  before  1600  it  was  still  greater.  Tochers  of  two  to  eight  thousand  merks  (the  merk  being 
two-thirds  of  a  pound)  were  thus  substantial  portions  for  the  daughters  of  merchants  and 
well-to-do  gentlemen. 
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collector  of  taxations.  He  was,  in  addition,  for  some  years  keeper  of  the  Forfar  introd. 
Register  of  Sasines,  and  is  so  named  from  1624  to  1637,  when  the  post  became 
vacant  by  his  decease,  which  occurred  in  September  of  the  last-named  year. 
He  had  married  in  1612  Magdalen  Scrymgeour,  daughter  of  John  Scrymgeour 
of  Kirktoun  (an  important  branch  of  the  Scrymgeours  of  Dudhope,  constables  of 
Dundee),  and  by  her  (who  died  before  1629)  had  had  issue  two  sons,  of  whom 
John,  living  in  1629,  died  unmarried  in  the  lifetime  of  his  father,  his  brother, 
Alexander,   being  his   executor   and  heir. 

This  Alexander,  third  of  Kingennie,  was  born  in  1615,   and  on  the  death 

of  his  father  was  retoured  heir  both  to  him  and  to  the 
tt|irdaS?er  first   Kingennie.     He  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  in  1632, 

H3i^83nie'  when    only    seventeen    years    of  age.       He   is   repeatedly    named 

in  the  burgh  records,  as  bailie,  kirkmaster,  captain  of  the 
Overgait  for  the  weapon-schawing,  commissioner  to  represent  the  town  in 
various  disputes,  references  which  show  him  to  have  been  a  capable  man, 
who  had  the  confidence  of  the  burgh,  of  which  he  became  chief  magistrate 
in  1660.  This  office  he  held  for  six  years,  during  which  he  twice — 1662 
and  1663 — represented  Dundee  in  parliament.  He  was  provost  again  for 
a  second  period  (1676-80),  and  at  this  time  also,  was  again  (1678-79),  its 
parliamentary  representative.  In  church  politics  I  incline  to  think  that  he 
went  with  the  times,  for  while  in  1639  he  is  elected  to  the  new  council 
as  "a  faithful  covenanter,"  and  in  1644  lent  the  town  £1,000  towards  a  sum 
advanced  by  it  for  "the  late  Northern  expedition"  of  the  Marquis  of  Argyle, 
we  find  him  after  the  Restoration  obtaining  a  license  from  the  Privy  Council, 
allowing  "  him  and  those  at  his  table  to  eat  flesh  in  Lent  and  upon  the 
three    weekly   fish  days   named   in   the  late  (1663)   proclamation." 

He    largely    added    to    his    estate    by   the   purchase    in    1662,    for  38,000 

merks,  of  the  barony  of  Easter  Powrie,  co.  Forfar,  from  Dougall 
S'eb^ronyof  °f  McPhersone  of  Bellachroan.  There  are  numerous  documents 
i662er  t,°wrie'      relating  to   this  purchase  among  the    family   papers,  from  which 

it  appears  that  it  involved  him  in  prolonged  litigation  and 
perhaps  provided  an  element  of  the  "  private  splean,"  out  of  which  McPhersone 
encouraged  another  law  suit  against  him.  This  was  a  process  by  Wedder- 
burn's  ward  and  cousin,  Margaret  Scrymgeour,  a  daughter  of  one  of  his 
mother's  brothers,  whose  widow  had  married  McPhersone,  in  regard  to  his 
administration  of  her  father's  estate.  The  suit  lasted  from  1664  to  1676, 
Margaret  being  led  on  by  her  stepfather  "out  of  a  private  splean  he  beares  " 
to  Wedderburn,  even  after  the  defender  had  got  a  decree  of  exoneration 
in  the  suit.  A  really  final  judgment  in  these  days  seems  to  have  been  a 
thing    very   difficult    to    obtain. 

The  death  of  Easter  Powrie  occurred  9  April,  1683,  when  he  was  buried  in 
the  Howff  of  Dundee  under  a  splendid  monument  bearing  his  arms  and  those 
of  his  first  wife,  and  a  Latin  inscription  describing  him  as  "  head  of  his 
house,   provost    of    the    burgh,   and    its    delegate    to    the    first    parliament    of 

Charles  II."  He  had  been  thrice  married— (1)  in  1638-39, 
The  marriages      to   Elizabeth,  only   daughter    and    heiress    of  John    Ramsay   of 

of   Efl.st©r  •  kit 

Powrie.  Dundee,  who  died  in   1643,  leaving   issue,  two  sons,   Alexander 

and  John  (who  died  in  1648),  and  one  daughter,  Magdalen, 
who  married  in  1659  her  cousin,  John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun,  and  had 
issue,  including  an  only  surviving  son,  Alexander  Scrymgeour  (born  1669), 
from  whom  descend  the  Scrymgeour- Wedderburns,  now  of  Wedderburn ;  (2) 
in  1643-44,  Margaret  Fotheringhame,  by  whom  he  had  issue,  a  son,  David, 
and  a  daughter,  both  of  whom  died  young;  and  (3)  in  1660,  Margaret  Milne, 
relict  of  Major  Robert  Lindsay,  and  daughter  of  Alexander  Milne,  burgess 
of  Dundee  and  Elgin,  by  whom,  who  survived  him  and  was  life-rentrix  of 
4'ane    greatt     tenement     or    ludgeing    lying    in    the    Overgait    of     Dundee" 
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introd.  in  1694-95,  but  died  1695-96,  he  had  issue,  two  daughters  and  two  sons,  viz., 
Elizabeth,  who  married  the  Rev.  Robert  Rait,  minister  of  Dundee,  and 
died  before  1704,  leaving  issue,  an  only  son,  Alexander  Rait ;  Janet,  who 
died  young  ;  John,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Peter  (born  1667-68),  who  was 
long  a  merchant  in  Dundee,  but  who,  though  twice  married— (1)  to  Helen 
Lyon  ;  (2)  to  Barbara  Auchinlek — had  no  issue.  His  second  wife  died  in 
1721  ;  he  himself  in  1723-24,  when  his  heir  was  his  great-nephew,  David 
Wedderburn  of  that  ilk,  who  is  so  named  in  1743-44  and  1752-56.1 

The    provost    was    thus     succeeded     by     his    eldest    son     and     namesake, 

who  was  born  in  1640  and  retoured  heir  to  his  father  in 
fourth^ of1"  1684.     After  the  purchase  of  Easter  Powrie  he  is  often  designed 

Scond  of6'  " 0I"    Kingennie "    in   his    father's    life,    it    appearing   that   from 

Easter  Powrie,      that   time     his   father    resided   at    the   manor    place    of    Powrie 

and  gave  up  the  estate  of  Kingennie  to  his  son.  I  have 
not  found  much  about  him.  He  is  often  named  in  regard  to  family 
affairs,  as  a  witness  to  baptisms,  curator  to  the  children  of  relatives, 
and  occasionally  as  "sheriff,"  and  as  "sitting  on  assize."  He  is  also  one 
of  those  who,  in  1686,  signed  a  declaration  of  intention  to  "live  peacablie 
and  regularly  free  of  all  fanatical  disorder "  according  to  the  Act  of  1685. 
He  died  in  Jan.  1692,  leaving  a  will  by  which  he  directed  his  "  body  to  be 
honestly  buryed  in  the  ordinar  buriall  place  of  Dundee,  besyd  my  neirest 
friends  and  relatione?,"  and  appointing  guardians  to  his  son.  He  had  married 
in  1665  his  second  cousin,  Grissell,  fourth  daughter  of  Sir  Alexander 
Wedderburn  of  Blackness  (post,  p.  lxii),  and  by  her  (born  1647;  died 
1685-86)  had  issue,  four  sons,  John,  Alexander,  Peter,  and  Alexander  (born 
1681),  of  whom  the  youngest,  who  alone  survived,  succeeded  his  father  ;  and 
four  daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Matilda,  both  of  whom  died  young ;  Margaret, 
who  died  unmarried  in  1692-93  ;  and  Rachel  who  married,  in  1711,  Gilbert 
Stewart  (son  of  Thomas  Stewart  of  Stenton),  an  Edinburgh  merchant,  but 
died  without  issue. 

Alexander    Wedderburn,    the     fourth     but     only     surviving     son     of     his 

father,    thus   succeeded   him   in    his   estates.      He    was   born    in 

Alexander,  !g81     am]    returned    heir    to    his    father    in    1692.       He     had 

fifth  of  Km-  '        _  ....  .  .   ,      ,  . 

gennie,  third  of     a  somewhat  long  minority,  during  which    he    was   under  tutors 

and  first  of  and  curators,  and  was  educated  at  first  by  a  "  governour,"    but 

msf-mS™'        later   at    S-    Andrew's,  where    he    matriculated    in    1697.       He, 

like  his  father,  was  not  active  in  affairs,  nor  did  he  add  to 
his  estate.  He  obtained,  however,  from  the  Crown,  in  1708,  a  great  seal 
charter  re-erecting  the  barony  of  Easter  Powrie  into  one  whole  free  barony 
now  and  in  all  time  coming  to  be  called  the  barony  of  Wedderburn,  and 
thus  he  and  his  successors  became  by  royal  charter  "  Wedderburns  of  that 
ilk."  He  died  in  1713,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-two,  having  married  in 
1703  Grissell  Gardyne  (of  the  family  of  Latoun),  and  by  her,  who  married 
secondly,  David  Graham  of  Duntroon,  heir  male  of  Claverhouse,  Viscount 
Dundee,  had  issue  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  viz.,  Alexander,  Robert,  Peter, 
David,  Gilbert,  Grizel,  and  Rachel,  who  predeceased  her  father.  Four  of  these 
children,  the  last  of  their  race  in  direct  line,  died  in  infancy,  while  the  remaining 
three,  Peter,  David,  and  Grizel,  succeeded,  one  after  the  other,  to  the  family  estates. 

Peter  (born  1708)  was  retoured  heir  to  his  father  early  in 
wedderburn  of  1714,  but  died  almost  immediately  after,  when  his  heir  was 
Seam*™1'        ^S   onty   surviving   brother,   David    (born    1710),   who  was  thus 

the  last  male  descendant  in  male  line  of  his  great-great- 
grandfather,  Alexander,  second   of    Kingennie.      He  was  educated  at    home,  in 

1  Easter  Powrie  had  also  a  natural  son,  John  Wedderburn,  baxter  in  Dundee,  who  married  in  1666 
Helene  Rodger,  and  had  issue  two  daughters— Margaret,  born  1667,  who  married  in  1691  John 
Pearson  ;  and  Euphame,  born  1668,  who  died  youug. 
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David  Dundee,  and  at  S.  Andrew's,  under  the  supervision  of  curators,  introd. 

wedderburn,°f  fr°m  whose  minute  book  we  get  some  facts  in  regard  to  his 
died  1761.  early    years.       When     he    succeeded,   the    old    manor-place    of 

Wedderburn  had  long  been  ruinous,  and  David,  therefore,  lived  not  there, 
but  in  Dundee,  and  at  a  place  called  the  Bank  of  Baldovan,  which  he 
and  his  curators  purchased  in  1727  for  46,000  merks.  Here  he  afterwards 
kept  a  pack  of  foxhounds,  and  dispensed  a  lively  hospitality,  until  on  suc- 
ceeding later  to  the  estate  of  Bullion  (under  the  will  of  his  relative  and 
factor,  David  Brisbane),  he  sold  the  Bank,  and  proposed  to  build  a 
residence  at  Bullion — an  intention  which  he  never  carried  out.  He  died 
unmarried  at  Dundee  27  June,  1761,'  when  his  only  sister,  Grizell  (born 
1705),  succeeded   to   all   his   estates. 

She,   like   her    brother,    never    married,    and    died   in    1778,   after   having 

in  1766  made  an  elaborate  entail  of  the  family  property 
Wedderburn  of  upon  a  series  of  heirs,  of  whom  the  first-named  was  her 
dTedi778Urn'        owa  nearest  blood-relative  on   her   father's  side,  viz.,  Mr.  David 

Scrymgeour,  of  Birkhill,  co.  Fife,  graudson  of  her  grandfather's 
eldest  sister,  Magdalen,  who  had  married  John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun  in 
1659  (ante,  p.  lvii).  The  other  heirs  called  to  the  succession  in  order  of 
priority  of  line  need  not  be  here  enumerated.  No  preference  is  given  to  male 
lines,  but  the  heir  succeeding  is  to  be  always  bound  to  take  the  name  of 
Wedderburn  and  is  to  use  the  arms  of  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk. 

1  have    (post,  part  ii.,  chap,  v.)  given   an   account   of   the   Scrymgeours  of 

Kirktoun.  They  were  originally  a  branch  of  the  family  of 
EarTotSDundee  Dudhope,  long  important  in  Scottish  history.  Its  chiefs  were 
Dudhope0unt        koth  constables  of  Dundee   and  hereditary  royal  standard-bearers 

of  Scotland,  and  were  ennobled  in  1641  and  1661  under  the 
titles  of  Viscount  Dudhope  and  Earl  of  Dundee,  peerages  which  are  now  dormant, 
but  cannot  be  said  to  be  extinct.  The  limitations  of  the  viscountcy  are  known 
to  have  been  to  heirs  male,  and  there  is  no  ground  for  thinking  that  those  of 
the  earldom  were  less  wide.  Shortly  put,  the  history  of  the  way  in  which  these 
titles  fell  into  abeyance  is  that  on  the  death  of  the  third  viscount  and  first  earl 
in  1668,  without  son  or  brother  to  succeed  him,  the  unscrupulous  Duke  of 
Lauderdale  saw  occasion  to  outwit  his  heirs,  broke  into  Dudhope,  destroyed  many 
of  the  family  papers,  tampered  even  with  the  public  records  recording  the  patents 
of  the  viscountcy  and  earldom,  and  finally  got  a  gift  of  ultimus  hceres  in  favour 
of  his  own  brother,  Charles  Maitland  of  Hatton.  Against  the  power  of  the  duke, 
John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun,  the  husband  of  Magdalen  Wedderburn,  had  no 
prevailing  influence  or  wealth  to  substantiate  his  claim  to  the  titles  of  Dudhope 
or  Dundee,  nor  have  his  descendants  ever  done  so,  although  in  1820-21  his 
great  grandson,  Henry  Scrymgeour  (then  Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn),  did 
establish  his  claim  to  be  hereditary  royal  standard-bearer  of  Scotland,  as  heir 
male  of  the  third  Viscount  Dudhope,  and  this  right  in  his  descendants  has  since 
been  recognized  by  the  Crown. 

The   heir   of  John   Scrymgeour  of   Kirktoun   mentioned   in    the   preceding 

paragraph,  was  his  only  surviving  son,  Alexander,  born  in  1669. 
scrymgeour  and  He  was  a  professor  at  S.  Andrew's,  where  he  occupied  suct- 
sc3r|mgeourd  cessively  the  chairs  of  humanity,  philosophy,  Greek,  and  divinity, 
i669-rr72'  although   he   never   took    orders.      He   was   at   one   time    much 

attacked  by  the  Synod  of  Fife,  both  for  "having  convened 
with  the  rebels  in  the  time  of  the  rebellion"  in  1715,  and  also  because  "his 
wife  and  children  went  to  Episcopal  meetings,"  and  "  the  English  service  was 
countenanced  by  him."  He  married  in  1697  Janet  Falconer,  and  by  her  had 
issue  two  sons,  David,  his  successor,  and  James,  who  died  unmarried  before  1766, 
and  two  daughters,  Marion  (married  to  George  Hewett)  and  Jean  (married  to 
Alexander  Watson),  who  both  had  issue,   and  are  substitutes  in   the   entail   of 
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introd.  Wedderburn.     His  eldest  son,  David  Serymgeour  of  Birkhill,  though  first  named 
in  the    entail,  never    succeeded    to    Wedderburn,  as    he    died,  some  years    before 
Grizell  Wedderburn,  the  entailer.     He  was  an  advocate  at  the  Scottish  Bar,  and 
from  1748  on  was   for  twenty  years   sheriff  depute  of  the  county  of   Inverness. 
He  died  in  July  1772,  leaving  by  his  wife,  Katharine  Wedderburn  (daughter  of 
Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn,  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness),  whom  he  had  married 
in  1739,  and   who    survived    him   until    1796,  when    she   died  at  Birkhill,  aged 
eighty-one,   a  family  of  four  sons  and  five  daughters.      Of  these  the  second  and 
third  sons,  John  and  David  Serymgeour,  died  unmarried,   while  the  eldest  and 
thi-ee    youngest    daughters    did     not    survive    their    infancy.      The    eldest    son, 
Alexander  Serymgeour,   succeeded  in   1778  to   the  estates   of  Wedderburn    and 
Kingennie,  and  thereupon  assumed  the  name  of  Wedderburn  under  the  conditions 
of   the   entail.     He    died    without    issue  in    1811,   and    was    succeeded    by    his 
youngest   but  only  surviving  brother,  Henry  Serymgeour,  who  had  thus  also  to 
comply  with  those  conditions.     Henry  Serymgeour- Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn, 
whose  claim  to  be  hereditary  royal  standard   bearer  of  Scotland  was,  as  I  have 
said,  acknowledged  by  the  Crown,  died  iu  1841,  and  is  now  represented  by  his 
grandson   and   namesake,   who   is   thus   the  twelfth    of    his   name    in   unbroken 
possession  of  the  lands  of  Kingennie,  purchased  by  his  ancestor  three  centuries 
ago. 

I  have  now  exhausted  the  descent  from  Alexander  Wedderburn,  second 
of  Kingennie,  in  both  male  and  female  lines,  excepting  only 
Wedderbums  of  tne  descendants  (if  any)  of  his  grand-daughter,  Elizabeth 
Blackness  and  Wedderburn,  who  married  Robert  Rait,  and  I  have  also  shown 
that  all  the  younger  sons  of  his  father  died  unmarried  or 
without  issue,  with  the  exception  of  the  second  son,  James  Wedderburn, 
clerk  of  Dundee,  from  whom  descend  the  families  of  Blackness  and  (iosford, 
and  to  whom,  therefore,  I  now  return. 

James    Wedderburn,    second   son    of   the   first    Wedderburn    of   Kingennie, 
was    born    in    1589,    and    after   his    school   education,    no   doubt 
James  at    Dundee,    was    "  trainit    up    with    his   father    in    exerceing  of 

died  1627?™'  the  office"  of  clerk,  and  admitted  a  notary  in  1609.  He  had 
already,  in  July  1604,  obtained  a  gift  of  the  clerkship,  in 
event  of  his  father's  inability  or  death,  and  when,  in  1617,  Kingennie's 
political  engagements  took  him  much  from  home,  he  nominated  as  his  substitute 
and  deputy  his  son,  James,  who  so  acted  until  he  succeeded  to  the  full 
duties  of  the  office  on  his  father's  death  in  May  1626.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, live  to  perform  them  long.  In  May  1627  he  is  spoken  of  as  "  sick 
and  bedfast,"  made  his  will,  and  soon  after  died  at  Dundee.  An  engraving 
of  a  portrait  of  him,  the  original  of  which  is  probably  by  Jamieson,  is 
given  opposite  p.  198  of  this  volume.  He  had  married  in  1608,  when  but 
nineteen  years  of  age,  Margaret  Goldman,  the  daughter  of  James  Goldman 
of  Dundee,  and  by  her  had  issue  three  sons,  Alexander,  afterwards  Sir 
Alexander  of  Blackness,  from  whom  descend  the  family  so  designed ;  William, 
of  whom  little  is  known,  but  who  lived  in  Dundee  and  died  there  unmarried 
in.  1667-68  ;  and  Peter,  afterwards  Sir  Peter,  Lord  Gosford,  a  lord  of 
Session,  progenitor  of  the  Wedderburns  of  Gosford,  the  Wedderburn-Halketts 
of  Pitfirrane,  and  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  Lord  Loughborough.  I  shall 
return  to  the  descendants  of  Peter  in  a  later  part  of  this  Introduction, 
after  I  have  summarised  the  history  of  the  descendants  of  his  eldest  brother 
Alexander,  which  occupies  all  but  the  first  chapter  of  Part  III.  of  the 
present   volume   (post,    pp.    201  seqq.). 

Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  the  most  remarkable  of  all  the 
clerks  of  Dundee,  was  born  in  1610,  and  was  thus  only  seventeen  at 
his    father's    death.       His    uncle,    Kingennie,    therefore,    occupied    the    office    of 
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Sir  Alexander  clerk  until  Alexander  had  fitted  himself  for  it.  This  he  did  introd. 
Biacknes^Knt.,  under  a  famous  writer,  John  Lermont  of  Edinburgh,  and  on 
1610—1675-76.  i  March  1633  was  admitted  a  notary,  and  a  few  months 
later  accepted  office  as  clerk.  He  soon  proved  his  ability, 
for  in  1637  we  find  him  representing  Dundee  in  the  Scottish  parliament, 
and  he  from  that  time  guided  the  affairs  of  the  burgh  for  close  on  forty 
years.  He  is  described  in  the  minutes  of  the  Church  Assembly  for  163S 
as  "  one  of  the  skilfullest  of  the  burgh  clerks,"  and  in  1640-4]  was 
appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  to  treat  with  the  English  at  Ripon. 
It  has  been  supposed  that  he  was  knighted  in  1642  for  his  share  in 
that  matter,  by  which  he  won  the  high  approval  of  both  Parliament  and  the 
King,  who  gave  him  a  grant  of  some  of  the  Dundee  customs,  and  a  yearly 
pension  of  £100  sterling.  He  has  thus  been  known  in  the  family  as  the 
"  Knight  of  Ripon,"  but  this  is  a  misnomer,  for  it  is  now  clear  that  his 
knighthood  dates  from  1646.  I  have  given  iu  the  body  of  this  volume 
a  detailed  account  of  his  movements  from  1642  to  1646,  years  during 
which  he  was  constantly  in  Edinburgh  on  burgh  affairs,  either  as  its 
member  or  on  special  commissions.  In  1647  he  was  elected  by  Parliament 
as  one  of  the  six  Scottish  commissioners  to  treat  with  the  English,  a  fact 
eloquent  as  to  the  position  he  now  held,  as  while  five  of  the  commissioners 
represented  the  baronies,  Sir  Alexander  alone  was  for  all  the  burghs  of 
Scotland.  His  political  attitude  on  the  commission  does  not  appear,  but 
he  was  no  doubt  loyal  to  the  King,  for  Cromwell,  when  in  Edinburgh, 
lost  no  time  in  ordering  him  to  be  deposed  from  the  clerkship  of  Dundee. 
I  doubt,  however,  whether  he  ever  really  ceased  to  act  as  clerk.  There  is 
an  entry  in  the  burgh  council  books,  19  Dec.  1648,  recording  the  election 
of  Thomas  Wichtane  in  his  place,  on  the  ground  that  Sir  Alexander  "  forbears 
the  exercise  of  his  office,"  but  he  is  still  called  clerk,  and  when,  in  1651, 
Charles  II.  came  over  from  Holland,  the  town  council  "  all  in  ane  voice," 
and  with  the  consent  of  Wichtane  himself,  "reponit  Sir  Alexander  to  his 
place  of  the  clerkship."  Charles  himself,  who  had  written  to  Sir  Alexander 
in  1649,  now  also  wrote  to  the  Dundee  Council,  commanding  his  re-estab- 
lishment, so  that  the  council  had  only  anticipated  the  King's  ordinance,  and 
there  was  never  again  any  talk  of  Sir  Alexander's  deposition.  In  1652-54  he 
was  summoned  by  Cromwell  to  attend  the  English  Parliament,  and  was  at  this 
time  in  London  with  his  uncle,  Sir  John.  There  are  several  letters  to  him  among 
the  Blackness  papers,  from  persons  of  importance — Lord  Rothes,  Archbishop  Sharp 
and  others — which  show  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held.  Upon  the  Restora- 
tion, the  King  confirmed  to  him  the  pension  granted  by, his  father,  but  from  this 
date  he  is  less  often  named.  Perhaps  his  health  failed,  as  in  1671,  "on  account 
of  his  frequent  sicknesses,"  the  Council  appoint  bis  son  James  conjunct  clerk 
with  him,  and  in  the  same  year  when  summoned  to  appear  at  Edinburgh  and 
give  evidence  in  a  law  suit,  he  pleads  that  he  is  now  "  ane  old  and  infirme 
man,  not  able  to  travel  in  the  winter  seasone." 

Of    his    private    affairs,    the    principal    one    was    the    gradual    acquisition 
of    Blackness,    from     which      he     and      his     descendants     long 
o^Biackness?        took   their  designation,   and    in    which    he   was   no  doubt  aided 
saiein4i74i?  ^y   ^e   gener0Slty    of    his    uncle,    Sir    John.       The   estate   lies 

to  the  north-west  of  Dundee,  and  is  now  so  much  built 
over  as  almost  to  join  the  town.  The  house,  or  a  large  part  of  it,  still 
stands,  and  was  in  Sir  Alexander's  time  a  very  substantial  residence,  where 
Charles  II.  is  said  to  have  visited  him  and  planted  an  oak,  yet  to  be 
seen  in  front  of  the  mansion.  To  the  old  estate  Sir  Alexander  added 
some  other  lands,  and  in  1662  obtained  a  great  seal  charter  consolidating 
the  whole  into  one  free  barony  of  Blackness,  which  he  entailed  on  his  eldest 
son  and  his   heirs.      The   property  remained  in   the  family  for  just   a   century. 
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Introd.  From  Sir  Alexander  it  passed  to  his  son,  Sir  John,  and  from  him  to  his  son 
and  grandson,  from  whom  it  was  purchased  in  1.718  by  his  cousin  and 
successor  in  the  Blackness  baronetcy.  It  has  been  supposed  that  it  was 
forfeited  and  sold  in  the  '45,  but  this  is  a  picturesque  fiction.  The  affairs 
of  the  fourth  baronet,  who  purchased  Blackness  from  his  cousin,  became  far 
from  prosperous,  and  the  estate  went  in  1741,  three  years  before  his  death,  to 
meet  <;  his  great  and  insuperable  debts,"  as  I  shall  have  to  point  out  later  on. 
Sir  Alexander  died  in  1675-76,  and  was  buried  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee. 
His  portrait,  now  at  Meredith,  is  reproduced  in  this  volume  (p.  210).  He  had 
married  in  1638  Matild  Fletcher,  daughter  of  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundee, 
and  not,  as  has  been  supposed,  of  Sir  Andrew  Fletcher  of  Innerpeffer.  By  her 
(born  1620,  died  1703-4)  he  had  issue  a  large  family  of  ten  sons  and  six 
daughters,  of  whom  five  sons  died  in  infancy,  while  five  survived  and  had 
issue.  A  register  of  his  children  in  Sir  Alexander's  hand  is  reproduced  in  fac- 
simile, post,  Vol.  ii.,   p.  92. 

His  daughters  were  all  married ;  the  eldest,  Margaret,  to  Patrick  Kyd  of 
Craigie,  and  the  second,  Jean,  to  Patrick's  younger  brother, 
ofhBilck?eslrS  William  Kyd  of  Woodhill.  There  are  portraits  of  these  two 
ladies  and  of  William  Kyd  in  the  possession  of  one  of  Jean's 
descendants  (her  sister  had  no  issue  who  survived),  and  there  is  a  tradition 
that  one  of  them  once  prevented  her  husband  from  going  to  the  wars,  and 
so  risking  his  life  and  estates,  by  pouring  a  kettleful  of  boiliug  water  into 
his  boots  as  he  was  draining  the  stirrup  cup,  preparatory  to  departure. 
Whatever  the  origin  of  such  a  story,  the  attempt  to  make  it  an  incident  of  the 
',15  or  '45  fails ;  for  Patrick  Kyd  died  before  1685,  and  his  wife  between. 
1704  and  1706  ;  William  before  August  1676,  and  his  wife  before  1685.  One 
of  Jean's  grandsons,  Thomas  Kyd  of  Edinburgh,  was  of  service  to  Sir  John 
Wedderburn  in  the  troubles  of  the  '45,  as  appears  from  some  letters  to 
him  from  Sir  John  among  the  Blackness  papers.  I  have  given  at  p.  213  of 
this  volume  a  pedigree  of  the  Kyds,  to  which  the  reader  may  refei\  Patrick 
had  but  one  son,  who  predeceased  him  in  youth,  and  the  male  line  of  William 
Kyd's  eldest  son,  James,  is  certainly  extinct.  Of  the  other  daughters  of  Blackness, 
Helen  was  twice  married,  (1)  to  David  Dickson  of  Heartree,  (2)  to  Thomas  Miln 
of  Muirtoun,  and  by  each  marriage  had  issue ;  Grizell,  married  her  cousin  of 
Kingennie.  as  I  have  already  shown  (ante,  p.  lviii)  ;  Cecilia's  husband  was  William 
Baillie  of  Littlegill,  co.  Lanark,  by  whom  she  had  issue  ;  and  Matilda,  married 
Mr.  James  Brisbane,  advocate,  who  died  before  Aug.  1693,  after  which  his  widow 
resided  in  Dundee,  where  she  died  1727-32.  She  had  issue  several  children, 
the  last  surviving  of  whom  were  a  daughter,  Margaret,  and  a  son,  David, 
who  acquired  the  estate  of  Bullion,  which  he  left  to  his  cousin,  David 
Wedderburn    of   that    ilk,    in    1752. 

The  three  youngest  surviving   sons   of   Sir  Alexander  were  Peter,  George, 
and    Alexander,   of    whom    I    have    given   an    account   in    the 
fhree1TOundeerst     third    chapter    of   Part    III.      Alexander    was    a    merchant    and 
sons,  veter,  shipmaster    in     Dundee,    Leith,    and    Edinburgh.      He    died   in 

Alexander.  1699,    leaving    issue    by     his     wife,    Christian    Kinloch,    three 

daughters,  Matilda,  who  died  young,  and  Isobell  and  Margaret, 
who  were  living  in  1724,  but  of  whom  I  have  no  details.  George  also 
was  a  merchant  in  Edinburgh  and  a  burgess  and  bailie  there.  His  affairs 
seem  to  have  become  involved,  as  we  read  of  his  "  having  turned  his  back 
on  them  and  departed  out  of  these  kingdoms"  in  1688.  He  died  not  long 
after,  certainly  before  1700,  having  had  issue  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Suther- 
land, three  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  only  the  youngest  daughter,  Rachel, 
was  living  in  1707,  so  that  in  1709  she  was  retoured  heir  to  her 
maternal  grandfather,  her  father's  male  line  having  failed.  Peter  Wedderburn, 
the   eldest   of  the   three   youngest   sons   of  Sir   Alexander,  was    born  in    1652. 
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He  was  a  merchant  in  Dundee,  where  he  married,  in  1677,  Catharine  Man,  introd. 
and  died  in  1682.  It  is  from  him  that  J.  W.  has  quite  erroneously 
assumed  the  American  family  of  the  name  to  be  descended.  Their  ancestor 
was,  however,  an  emigrant  to  Virginia,  David  Wedderburn,  and  Peter  had  no 
such  son.  His  issue  is  quite  certainly  known,  and  consisted  only  of  two 
sons,  Alexander  and  John,  so  that  we  must  look  elsewhere  for  the  father 
of  the   American  emigrant.      The   careers   of   Peter's   two   sons   are    not  quite 

clearly  made  out.  As  regards  Alexander  there  is  a  difficulty 
rt  Peter)61"  (S°n  °^  identification,  as  the  Dundee  records  contain  references  to 
wedderburn,        two  contemporaries   of   his   name,   both    bailies  of   Dundee,   one 

of  whom  married  Margaret  Watson,  and  the  other  (in  1702) 
Grizell  Watson,  and  botb  of  whom  had  issue.  The  husband  of  Margaret 
had  two  children,  viz.,  Alexander,  born  1711,  and  Margaret  Ker,  born  1714,  of 
whom  I  have  no  account,  but  their  father  may  possibly  be  the  son  of  Peter. 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  however,  that  Peter's  son  was  the  husband  of 
Grizell,  and  his  career  and  the  descent  from  him  is  well  ascertained.  He 
was  a  shipmaster  in  Dundee,  owning  several  vessels,  the  "  Neptune,"  "  Thistle," 
and  "  Beauty,"  etc.,  and  was  repeatedly  shore-master  as  well  as  kirk- 
master,  and  treasurer  to  the  seamen.  When  in  1708  the  council  were 
considering  "  the  defence  of  the  town  in  regard  to  an  apparent  invasion  by  the 
French,  being  then  on  the  coast"  he  was  elected  to  search  the  town  for 
ammunition,  all  of  which  was  to  be  brought  into  the  town's  magazine,  and  he 
was  also  appointed  Captain  of  the  Overgait.  Like  his  cousin  the  clerk,  he 
took  some  part  in  the  '15  as  it  touched  Dundee,  though  he  paid  less 
dearly  for  his  Jacobite  principles.  There  is  a  decree  for  £31  6.  0.  obtained 
v.  him  by  James  Morgan,  master  of  the  Hunter  Gaily  of  Dundee,  for  damage 
done  to  that  boat  when  carrying  down  three  heavy  cannon  from  the  Craig 
of  Dundee  to  Hairs'  Craig,  of  which  Wedderburn  was  commander  under 
the  rebels  in  Dec. -Jan.  1715-16.  It  is  alleged  that  Wedderburn  seized  the  boat 
without  her  owner's  leave,  and  having  made  use  of  her,  left  her  exposed  to  the 
weather.  Beyond  this  decree  we  do  not  hear  of  his  being  further  dealt  with  for 
his  •'  rebellion."  He  died  in  1734,  having  had  issue  by  his  wife  (died  1756)  three 
sons  and  five  daughters.  Of  the  sons,  the  eldest,  Peter,  died  young,  and  the 
youngest,  John,  unmarried  or  without  issue  soon  after  1737,  while  the  four 
youngest  daughters,  Elizabeth,  Margaret,  Grizell,  and  Clementina,  all  died  young 
or  unmarried  before  1763.  The  eldest  daughter,  Katharine  (born  1703), 
married  John   Higginson  of  Perth,  and    was  living  a  widow,  and  in   great  age, 

in  1795,  when  she  made  a  will  in  favour  of  the  children  of 
Wedderburn  her  niece,  Helen,  only  child  of  her  brother,  Alexander.  This 
born00???.'  brother,     (born    1711),    had    come    south    to     London,     and    is 

always  called  shipmaster  there  in  the  records  to  distinguish  him 
from  his  father  who  is  called  "  shipmaster  in  Dundee."  He  probably  lived  near 
Lombard  Street,  as  in  one  of  the  churches  there  his  daughter  was  baptized, 
and  he  is  the  Mr.  Wedderburn,  named  in  a  letter  of  the  time,  to  whom 
James  Wedderburn  "took  boat"  on  27  November  1746,  to  see  if  anything 
could  be  done  at  that  eleventh  hour  to  avert  the  execution  of  his  father, 
Sir  John.  Alexander  Wedderburn  married  Marion  Stuart  and  by  her  had 
issue  an  only  child,  Helen,  born  in  London  in  1747,  who  married,  at 
Edinburgh  in  1774,  Dr.  James  Finlay  of  Bogside,  near  Glasgow,  and  died 
in  1786,  leaving  a  numerous  family.  I  have  not  ascertained  the  date  of  her 
father's   death,  but    it    was    between    1747    and    1757. 

I  deal  briefly  with  John,  the  second  and  youngest  son  of  Peter 
Wedderburn     and    Catharine     Man.       That     he    was    born     in 

burnsatdCamno.  1681,  was  at  one  time  (1703)  on  his  travels,  and  was  living 
in     1717-18,    is     almost     all     we     know     of     him    from     the 

records.        But    in  1822   J.W.    came    across   a    Charles   Wedderburn    in    Perth, 


lxiv.  THE     WEDDERBURN     BOOK. 

introd.  then  past  eighty  years  of  age,  whom  he  satisfied  himself  was  the  son  of 
this  John  Wedderburn.  Charles'  story  ran  that  his  father  had  at  one  time 
taken  the  life  of  a  student  at  S.  Andrew's,  and  had  fled  to  Echt,  where 
he  died  in  1744,  having  married  in  1737,  and  left  two  sons,  Charles  and 
John.  There  are  various  difficulties  in  the  way  of  accepting  the  identity 
of  Charles'  father  with  the  son  of  Peter  Wedderburn  and  Catharine  Man, 
with  which  I  have  dealt  at  pp.  222-23  of  this  volume.  If  it  and  the 
rest  of  J.W.'s  account  of  Charles  Wedderburn  in  Perth  could  be  accepted, 
we  should  be  able  to  exhaust  the  male  descent  from  Peter's  second  son,  for 
it  seems  that  Charles  Wedderburu's  own  sons  died  s.p.,  while  his  brother, 
John,  who  settled  at  Camno,  near  Meigle,  is  clearly  proved  to  have  had  but 
one  son,  Robert,  the  elder  of  whose  two  sous,  Robert  Niel  Wedderburn, 
died  without  issue  in  1873,  while  the  younger,  John,  had  died  unmarried 
in    1868. 

I  return  from  these  matters  of  doubt  to  to  take  up  the  clear  story 
of  the  families  descended  from  old  Sir  Alexander's  two  eldest 
baronetbfrst  surviving  sons,  John  and  James,  who  inherited  from  or  through 
Blackness,  1704,  their  father  the  one  the  estate  of  Blackness,  and  the  other  the 
clerkship  of  Dundee.  John,  who  was  born  in  1641,  was 
admitted  an  advocate,  and  at  one  time  was  standing  counsel  to  his  native 
burgh.  I  do  not  know  if  he  ever  had  a  large  practice,  but  in  1683,  after 
eighteen  years  at  the  Bar,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  principal  clerks 
to  the  bills,  and  it  was,  I  presume,  for  his  services  in  that  capacity  that 
he  was  created  a  baronet  of  Nova  Scotia  (with  remainder  to  his  heirs  male) 
by  Queen  Anne  in  1704.  There  is  ground  for  thinking  that  he  owed  this 
honour  partly  to  the  influence  of  his  cousin,  Alexander  Wedderburn,  son  to 
Lord  Gosford,  then  much  about  the  Court,  and  exerting  himself  in  favour  of 
the  union  between  Scotland  and  England.  Sir  John  must  have  resided  largely 
in  Edinburgh,  but  he  was,  no  doubt,  also  much  at  Blackness,  where  he 
erected  a  new  entrance,  and  in  Dundee,  where  he  built  a  seat  for  himself 
and  his  family  in  the  west  church.  He  died  early  in  1706,  having  had 
issue  by  his  wife,  Rachel  Dunmuir  (daughter  cf  Mr.  David  Dunmuir,  advocate), 
whom  he  married  in  1667  and  who  died  before  1695,  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  of  whose  births  he,  like  his  father,  left  a  holograph  register.  Of  these 
children  the  five  youngest  of  seven  sons  and  the  eldest  and  youngest  of  four 
daughters  died  when  quite  young  ;  the  four  remaining  children  being  Alexander 
who  succeeded  his  father;  David  (born  1674),  who  entered  the  army  and  fell 
at  the  siege  of  Douay  in  1710,  either  unmarried  or  without  issue ;  Margaret, 
who  was  twice  married,  (1)  to  Andrew  Balfour  and  (2)  Dr.  William  Eccles  j1 
and,  finally,  Mathilda,  who  married  David  Campbell,  younger,  of  Kethick  near 
Coupar-Angus,  and  left  issue. 

Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn,  second  baronet  of  Blackness,  was  born  in  1672, 
and  was  educated  at  S.  Andrew's.     I   do   not  find  that  he  was 

fec^ndXbaronret  ever  ca,leo"  to  tne  Bar>  *>ut  in  J701  he  was  admitted  "clerk 
of  Blackness,  to  the  bills  on  a  commission  frae  the  Earl  of  Selkirke,  Register, 
died  1710.'  and    his   father's    demission    to    half  the   office,"  after    which  he 

largely  resided  in  Edinburgh,  where  he  had  a  house  in  Trotter's 
close,  until  his  father's  death,  when  he  succeeded  to  Blackness  and  a  house 
in  the  Nethergait  of  Dundee.  He  seems  to  have  a  taste  for  book- collecting, 
as  we  find  accounts  amounting  to  over  £850  for  books  bought  by  him  from 
a  single  Edinburgh  bookseller  within  two  or  three  years  of  his  death.  He 
added  to  his  estate  by   the   purchase    of   Logie    from   the  town  of  Dundee,  as 

1  There  was  issue  of  both  these  marriages,  that  of  the  first  including  an  only  surviving  child, 
Margaret  Balfour,  who  married  her  cousin,  Dr.  John  Wedderburn  of  Idvies,  and  died  s.p.  See 
post,  p.  lxvi. 
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well  as  of  the  lands  of  Omachie,  but  these  purchases  can  hardly  have  been  introd. 
wise,  for  his  affairs  were  left  in  great  confusion  at  his  death,  which  occurred 
early  in  1710.  He  had  married  in  1693  Elizabeth  Seton,  eldest  daughter  of 
Sir  Alexander  Seton,  first  baronet  of  Pitmedden,  and  a  lord  of  session  under 
the  title  of  Lord  Pitmedden.  By  this  lady,  who  predeceased  him  between  1705 
and  1709,  he  had  issue  eight  children,  some  of  whose  births  he  has  re- 
corded in  a  family  register  in  his  own  hand.  Of  them  an  eldest  son  John, 
a  third  daughter,  Elizabeth,  and  another  child,  whose  name  is  not  re- 
corded, all  died  in  his  lifetime,  the  surviving  children  thus  being  five 
in  number,  viz.,  Sir  John,  Alexander,  Margaret,  Rachel,  and  Matilda. 
These  were  all  left  under  the  guardianship  of  their  father's  cousin,  Alexander, 
clerk  of  Dundee,  their  mother's  brother,  George  Seton  of  Mounie,  an  Edinburgh 
advocate,  and  some  other  relatives.  The  management  of  the  estate  of  Blackness 
thus  fell  to  the  clerk,  and  was  evidently  no  sinecure.  His  letters  to  his 
co-trustee,  George  Seton  of  Mounie,  are  still  in  existence,  and  are  full  of  the 
difficulties  with  which  he  had  to  contend.  The  first  and  the  second  baronets 
had  died  within  four  years  of  each  other,  and  both  had  left  considerable  debts, 
while  the  latter  had  also  suffered  from  the  dishonesty  of  a  clerk  to  the  extent 
of  £10,000  (scots).  The  library  which  Sir  Alexander  had  collected  was  one  of 
the  first  things  to  go  to  the  hammer,  and  other  parts  of  his  estate  followed. 
But  these  sales  only  postponed  difficulties,  and  meanwhile  interest  kept 
mounting  up,  and  the  children  had  to  be  maintained  and  educated.  Two 
of  them,  indeed,  Alexander  and  Margaret,  had  died  soon  after  their  father  in 
1710-12,  but  even  so  it  was  clearly  impossible  to  right  the  estate,  and  when, 
in  1718,  money  was  wanted  to  purchase  a  commission  in  the  army  for  young 
Sir  John,  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  sell  Blackness.  Omachie  and  the 
house  in  Nethergait  had  already  been  sold  in  1712,  the  former  for  some  twenty 
and  the  latter  for  some  three  thousand  merks,  and  there  had  been  talk  of 
the  sale  of  Logie  in  August  1717.  At  the  end  of  that  year  Alexander  Wedder- 
burn,  one  of  the  curators,  and  till  then  clerk  of  Dundee,  offered  to  buy  both 
Logie  and  Blackness  for  ninety-six  thousand  merks.  Some  of  his  co-trustees 
thought  it  a  fancy  price  and  him  "  a  very  frank  merchant,"  and  tried  to 
dissuade  him  from  the  idea,  but  "  the  thoughts  of  his  grandfather's  having 
possest  that  estate  (Blackness)  overcomes  all  difficulties,"  and  the  purchase 
was  completed  in  1718,  and  confirmed  by  young  Sir  John  after  he  came  of 
age  in  1722. 

Sir   John   Wedderburn,  third    baronet   of  Blackness,    who    was,  as    I  have 

shown,  his  father's  only  surviving  son,  and  also  his  grandfather's 
baronetn'ofhlrd  oniy  male  representative  in  male  line,  was  born  in  1700.  His 
r700-^ess'  health    was   never   good,  and  increased    the  difficulties    both    of 

his  education  and  of  his  choice  of  a  profession.  At  one  time 
he  desired  to  go  to  sea,  and  in  July  1716  he  did  in  fact  go  from  Leith  to 
Rotterdam,  where  he  was  staying  at  the  close  of  that  year.  Ultimately, 
however,  he  entered  the  army,  and  having  gone  with  his  regiment,  Colonel 
John  Midleton's,  to  Ireland,  died  there  in  the  earlier  half  of  1723.  His  sister, 
Matilda,  had  died  in  1718,  so  that  of  all  his  father's  children  only  one  was 
left,  viz.,  Rachel,  who  survived  for  many  years,  but  never  married.  Thus  the 
male  line  of  the  first  baronet  became  extinct,  and  the  limitations  of  the 
patent  being  to  heirs  male  and  not  to  heirs  male  of  the  body  of  the  original 
grantee,  the  baronetcy  of  Blackness  devolved  on  Alexander  Wedderburn, 
formerly  clerk  of  Dundee,  who  had,  as  we  have  seen,  already  purchased  the 
estate. 

He  was  the  eldest  son  of  James  Wedderburn  (the  immediate  younger 
brother  of  the  first  baronet),  who  had  succeeded  his  father,  old  Sir  Alex- 
ander, as  clerk  of  Dundee  in  1675-76  and  had  held  the  office  for  twenty  years. 
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mtrod.  James  was   of  course    a   notary,  and    I    have    already   (p.  xlix.)   described    his 
notarial  symbol,  and  dealt  with  the  action  he  brought  against  one 
wedderburn,         Thomas  Anderson  for  libelling  him  and  his  predecessors.     There 
born  1649,  are  four  of  his  protocol  books  and  several  other  MS.  volumes    of 

his  time  in  the  Dundee  charter  room,  with  various  Latin 
mottoes  on  the  title  pages,  after  the  manner  of  the  old  clerks.  He  lived  in 
Dundee,  where  he  built  for  himself  a  large  house  in  the  Nethergait,  which 
afterwards  became  the  residence  of  one  of  his  sons,  Dr.  John  Wedderburn  of 
Idvies,  an  eminent  surgeon  in  Dundee.  The  house  is  now  demolished,  but 
an  illustration  of  it,  with  some  large  iron  figures,  giving  the  date  1684,  on  its 
front,  is  given  opposite  p.  246  of  this  volume.  James  died  in  1696.  His 
wife,  who  survived  him  and  died  1702-3,  was  Elizabeth  Davidson,  daughter  of 
Robert  Davidson  of  Balgay,  and  by  her  he  had  issue  four  sons  and  seven 
daughters.  The  sons  were  Alexander,  his  heir  and  successor  as  clerk,  and 
afterwards  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness  ;  Robert  (born  1677),  of  whom  I 
have  little  information  beyond  his  having  been  a  ship-owner  in  Dundee,  who 
married  in  1704  Margaret  Arnott  of  Perth,  and  had  a  son  James  (bora  1705,  died 
1720-21),  John,  afterwards  of  Idvies,  to  whom  I  shall  refer  later,  and  James  (born 
1679)  who  died  just  after  his  father  in  1696.  The  daughters  were  Matilda,  Grissell, 
Margaret,  Matilda,  Rachel,  Elizabeth,  and  Jean,  of  whom  all  except  Grissell  and 
Margaret,  died  young  and  unmarried.  Grissell  (born  1680)  married  Thomas 
Watsou  of  Grange  of  Barrie  in  1700,  and  had  issue,  while  Margaret  married 
(as  his  second  wife)  John  Paterson  of  Craigie,  and  had  issue,  including  a  son 
James  Paterson  (later  of  Carpow,  co.  Perth),  who  is  said  to  have  befriended 
the  family  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  in  the  troubles  of  the  '45. 

Dr.  John  Wedderburn,  of  Idvies,  third  son  of  James  Wedderburn,  the 
clerk,  was  born  in  1678,  and  was  educated  at  the  University  of 
wedderburn  of  Leyden,  where  he  graduated  in  1700.  He  then  came  home  to 
idvies,  1678—  Dundee,  resided  in  the  house  which  his  father  had  built  in 
the  Nethergait,  and  was  for  many  years  the  best  reputed 
physician  in  his  native  burgh.  He  thus  acquired  a  fair  fortune,  and  in  1733 
purchased  the  estate  of  Idvies  or  Idvie,  in  the  parish  of  Kirkden,  co.  Forfar. 
When  in  1745-46  his  nephew,  Sir  John,  joined  Prince  Charles  Edward  and  suffered 
for  his  loyalty,  Dr.  Wedderburn,  himself  without  children,  was  of  much  service 
to  his  widow  and  family,  and  six  years  later  on  his  death  in  1751  he  left  his 
estate  of  Idvies  to  Sir  John's  eldest  son.  Dr.  Wedderburn  was  buried  in  the 
Howff  of  Dundee  under  a  tomb  bearing  an  inscription  recording  his  skill  as  a 
physician  and  his  character  as  a  man.  His  portrait  and  that  of  his  wife  are 
at  Meredith.  He  had  married  in  1716,  his  cousin,  Margaret  Balfour  (relict 
of  Henry  Eccles,  and  daughter  of  Andrew  Balfour  and  Margaret  Wedderburn) 
who  survived  him  some  years,  but  died  in    1764-65. 

I  now  come  to  Alexander  Wedderburn,  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness, 
from  one  of  whose  three  surviving  sons  descend  ail  the  known 
w"ddeXbuder  extant  branches  of  the  Forfarshire  family,  other  than  the 
fourth  baronet  Scrymgeour-Wedderburas  and  the  Gosford  line.  He  was,  as  I 
1675-1744.88'  nave  said,  the  eldest  son  of  James  Wedderburn,  clerk  of 
Dundee,  and  succeeded  to  that  office  on  his  father's  death  in 
January  1696,  when  he  himself,  for  he  was  born  in  November  1675,  was 
somewhat  under  age.  Despite  his  years,  he  was  no  doubt  well  trained  for 
the  post,  his  father  having  shown  "  great  care  and  solicitude  in  the 
education  of  his  son  at  schools  and  otherwise  for  making  him  ably 
qualified  to  be  his  successor."  He  was  the  seventh  and  last  of  the  long 
line  of  Wedderburns,  clerks  of  Dundee,  practically  without  a  break,  from 
1557  to  1717.  I  do  not  here  recapitulate  the  details  in  regard  to  him, 
which  I  have  collected  at  pp.  254-57  of  this  volume,  but  go  at  once  to  the 
circumstances   under   which    he    ceased   to    be   clerk.      When    in    1716    King 
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James  came  to  Dundee,  Wedderburn  was  among  those  who  rode  out  to   meet  introd. 

him  and  drank  at  the  Cross  to  his  success,  collected  the  excise 
ttie'i5'rtin  on  n^s  Denalf>  and  a  few  days  later  accepted  James'  appointment 

of  him  as  governor  of  the  castle  of  Broughty  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Tay.  On  the  failure  of  the  Jacobite  arms,  the  town  council  of  Dundee 
were  fearful  of  overlooking  the  conduct  of  their  clerk.  They  appointed  a 
committee  of  inquiry  and  then  consulted  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  who  declined 
to  advise  them.  Ultimately  they  suggested  that  it  was  inconvenient  that  the 
same  person  should  be,  what  Wedderburn  was,  both  clerk  of  Dundee  and 
sheriff  clerk  of  Forfar,  and  on  this   ground,  and   also   because  he  had  declined 

to  appear  before  them  when  summoned,  deposed  him  from  the 
and  deposition      office  of  clerk  in    October    1716.      They    seem,  however,  to  have 

fT'OTTl  thf-*  flf Til- 

ship  of  Dundee,  doubted  whether  they  had  acted  legally,  as  some  months  later, 
9  April  1717,  Wedderburn  still  declining  to  appear,  they  heard 
the  evidence  all  over  again,  and  also  got  a  decree  that  their  deposition 
of  him  was  just  and  legal.  Thus  ended  the  official  connection  of  the  family 
with  the  burgh  of  Dundee.  The  ex-clerk,  however,  still  retained  the  books 
and  papers  which  were  in  his  custody,  and  declined  to  give  them  up,  and, 
although  the  town  started  a  process  and  got  a  decreet  for  their  delivery  in 
1718,  it  was  not  until  1742  that  the  then  clerk  was  able  to  report  that  "he 
had  now  got  from  Blackness  the  haill  papers  that  were  in  his  hands  belonging 
to  the  town."  Meanwhile  Wedderburn  still  remained  both  collector  of  excise 
and  sheriff-clerk  of  Forfar.  I  do  not  know  when  he  retired  from  the  latter 
office,  but  have  no  reference  to  him  as  holding  it  later  than  1729,  when  he 
may  have  resigned  it  to  his  son,  Robert,  who  sooner  or  later  succeeded  him  in 
it.  I  have  already  dealt  with  both  his  purchase  of  Blackness  in  1718  and 
with  his  succession  as  fourth  baronet  in  1723.  Up  to  this  time  his  affairs  were 
evidently  prosperous,  but  they  did  not  long  remain  so.  Possibly  the  price  he 
had  paid  for  Blackness  was  beyond  its  value  ;  possibly  the  failure  of  debtors 
of  his  own  to  meet  their  engagements  was  the  cause  of  his  difficulties.  But 
whatever  the  cause,  it  is  clear  that,  from  1733  on,  his  affairs  and  those  of 
his  son  John  became  more  and  more  involved,  and  in  1741  the  estate  of 
Blackness,  which  he  had  struggled  to  keep  in  the  family,  had  to  be  sold. 
This  must  have  been  a  severe  blow  to  his  pride,  whether  as  the  head  of  his 
house,  or  as  a  business  man,  who  had  always  (as  one  of  his  grandsons  writes) 
been  "  remarkably  correct  in  all  his  actions  and  in  business."  After  the 
sale  of  Blackness,  he  lived  in  Dundee,  but  did  not  survive  for  many 
years.  In  September  1744  he  had  a  touch  of  fever,  and  soon  after  died  and 
was  buried  in  the  Howff.  There  are  at  Meredith  portraits  of  him  and  his  wife 
by  Sir  John  de  Medina,  of  both  of  which  engravings  are  given  in  this  volume 
(pp.  256-57).  He  had  married  at  Dundee  in  1697  Katharine  Scott  (daughter 
of  John  Scott  of  Dundee),  who  is  said  to  have  brought  him  a  "  tocher :'  of 
£10,000  sterling,  in  those  days  a  very  considerable  sum  in  Scotland.  By  her 
(who  survived  him  and  died  1761-62)  he  had  a  large  family  of  fifteen  children, 

of  whom,  however,  four  sons,  James  (born  1693),  John  (1702), 
o^theftmrth  Alexander  (1703),    and    Alexander    (1709),   and    four    daughters, 

baronet.  r  Christian,     Katharine    (1711),     Margaret,     and    Mary    all    died 

young  at  various  dates  before  1723.  From  the  youngest  of 
the  remaining  daughters,  another  Katharine,  who  married  David  Scrymgeour  of 
Birkhill,  descend  the  Scrymgeour-Wedderburns  of  Wedderburn,  with  whom  I 
have  already  dealt,  and  from  the  three  eldest  of  the  four  remaining  sons, 
John,  fifth  baronet  of  Blackness,  Eobert  of  Pearsie,  and  Thomas  of  Cantra, 
come  the  existing  branches  of  the  Blackness  family.  One  other  son,  Alexander, 
who  died  in  1790,  never  married,  but  is  said  to  have  had  a  romantic  career, 
and  was  for  many  years  a  well  known  figure  in  Dundee ;  while  of  the  two 
other   daughters   one,   Grisell,   married   James  Graham    of  Meathie,    co.   Forfar, 
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jntrod.  but  died  s.p.  soon  after  ;  and  the  other,  Elizabeth,  was  the  wife  of  Alexander  Read 
of  Turfbeg,  in  that  county,  and  had  a  numerous  family,  one  of  whom,  Catharine 
(died  1778),  was  eminent  as  a  portrait-painter,  both  in  oils  and  pastels.  There 
are  several  portraits  of  various  members  of  the  family  by  her,  including  one 
painted  from  memory  and  after  his  death  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  the  fifth 
baronet,  whose  history  I  have  now  to  give. 

Sir  John  Wedderburn,  fifth  baronet  of  Blackness,  was  born  in  1704,  and 

was  no  doubt  at  one  time  intended  to  succeed  his  father  in  his 
laroae?'offttl  various  offices.  But  after  the  purchase  of  Blackness  in  1718 
Blackness,  died     an(j     his    succession    to     the    baronetcy,    his    father     may    have 

altered  his  plans  in  regard  to  him.  This  seems  probable  from 
the  fact  that  there  are  no  references  to  John  Wedderburn  as  pursuing  any 
profession  between  1725  and  1737,  when  Sir  Alexander's  affairs  had  become 
involved  and  it  was  essential  that  his  eldest  son  should  make  his  way  in  the 
world.  There  are  then  several  allusions  to  his  acting  as  arbitrator,  commissioner, 
and  constable  depute  at  Dundee  between  1739  and  1741,  but  I  doubt  if  he 
can  be  said  to  have  been  successful.  It  is  certain  that  on  his  father's  death  he 
found  himself  in  very  straitened  circumstances,  and  with  the  burden  of  a 
numerous  family.  He  now  removed  from  Dundee  to  a  small  farm  near  New- 
tyle,  and  was  living  there,  far  from  prosperously,  when  Prince  Charles  Edward 
set   foot   in    Scotland  in    1745. 

I   have   endeavoured,    at   pp.  265-284  of  this    volume   to   trace   Sir   John's 

movements  at  this  time  and  to  estimate  his  motives  in  joining 
the  *45rt  in  *ne    Prince  aQd  his    subsequent   attitude   to   the   cause    he    had 

espoused.  At  his  trial,  the  defence  which  he  set  up,  or  which 
was  set  up  for  him,  was  that  he  had  been  forced  to  join  the  Prince  against 
his  will,  but  there  is  a  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Thomas  Kyd,  written  immediately 
after  his  capture,  in  which  he  speaks  of  having  soon  found  out  the  mistake 
he  had  made  in  rejecting  Mr.  Kyd's  advice  to  stay  at  home,  which  is 
altogether  inconsistent  with  the  defence  of  duress.  A  writer  on  the  history  of 
the  Jacobite  times  has  suggested  that  it  was  "Sir  John's  poverty  which  con- 
sented," but  not  only  are  no  facts  quoted  in  support  of  this  statement,  but  the  rest 
of  that  account  of  Sir  John  is  very  inaccurate,  and  we  must  not  forget  either 
the  constant  adherence  of  his  family  to  the  House  of  Stuart  from  the 
time  of  old  Kingennie  to  that  of  his  own  father,1  or  the  fact  that  both 
his  brothers,  Robert  and  Thomas,  were  also  adherents  of  the  Prince.  It  is 
possible  that  after  he  had  at  first  joined  the  Prince,  he  returned  home 
and  then  once  more  joined  the  Jacobite  forces.  There  is  evidence  that  he  was 
at  Gladsmuir  and  at  Holyrood  in  September  1745,  and  that  he  collected  the 
excise  in  Perth  for  the  Prince  from  November  to  January  in  the  following 
year.  He  must  then  have  joined  the  army  as  it  passed  northward  on  the 
retreat  from  Derby,  and  was  thus  without  doubt  at  Culloden,  where  he  was 
taken  prisoner  on  the  defeat  of  the  Prince.  From  this  date  until  the  day  of 
his  execution,  the  facts  in  regard  to  him  are  clear.  He  was  brought  up  to 
London,  and  was  imprisoned  there  in  New  Southwark  Gaol  from  May  20  until 
his  execution  on  Nov.  28  1746.  There  are  some  five  letters  from  him  at  this 
period  to  his  wife,  his  friend  Mr.  Thomas  Kyd,  and  to  a  lady  who  had 
concerned  herself  on  his  behalf,  but  whose  name  does  not  appear.  His  fellow- 
prisoners  were  Sir  James  Kinloch  and  his  two  brothers,  Mr.  Farquharson  of 
Monaltrie,  Mr.  Rattray  of  Corb,  and  a  Mr.  Stuart,  all  of  whom  shared  one  room 
with  him,  and  he  was  also  sometimes  allowed  the  companionship  of  his  second 
son  James,  then  a  lad  of  sixteen,  who  had  made  his  way  up  to  London  on  his 

1  It  is  noteworthy,  I  think,  that  when  in  1715  the  Dundee  Town  Council  (29  July)  appointed  officers 
to  defend  the  town  in  view  of  "  a  modern  invasion  to  be  made  by  the  pretender  with  a  foreign 
force  from  parts  beyond  sea"  (D.C.B.  169),  no  Wedderburn  is  so  appointed. 
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pony  in  order  to  be  with  his  father.  His  eldest  son,  John,  who  had  been  with  introd. 
him  at  Culloden,  was,  I  suppose,  unable  to  risk  any  such  interview,  as, 
though  he  was  now  in  London,  he  was  living  in  disguise  and  under  an 
assumed  name,  in  order  to  avoid  arrest  as  a  "  rebel."  Sir  John's  trial, 
repeatedly  adjourned,  did  not  come  on  till  November  4,  although  a  true  bill 
had  been  found  against  him  as  early  a9  the  end  of  August.  The  indictment 
and  the  recorded  sentence  are  still  extant  in  the  Public  Record  Office  in 
London,  and  the  attorney-general's  brief  for  the  crown,  with  notes  of  the 
defence,  is  preserved  in  the  British  Museum.  All  these  documents  are  printed 
in  full,  post,  pp.  269  seqq.  Witnesses  were  called  on  his  behalf,  and  both  of 
bis  counsel,  Mr.  Jodrell  and  Mr.  Gordon,  addressed  the  Court,  alike  on  technical 
points  and  in  order  to  show  that  he  had  not  been  a  willing  agent,  but  he  was 
found  guilty,  and  the  barbarous  sentence  of  the  time,  which  was  carried  out 
in  its  entirety,  was,  after  some  ten  days'  delay,  passed  upon  him.  He  had  received 
the  verdict  with  composure  and  at.  once  wrote  to  his  wife  to  be  "  as  easy  as 
possible,  for  I  assure  you  nothing  that  can  happen  shall  give  me  great 
disturbance."  It  was  with  equal  dignity  that  he  received,  on  the  evening  of 
November  27,  the  announcement  that  he  would  be  executed  on  the  following 
day.  It  is  said  that  when  this  news  was  brought  him  he  was  playing  back- 
gammon with  Paterson  of  Carpow,  and  that  he  replied  by  ordering  the  gaoler 
to  "  stand  out  of  the  light  till  the  game  was  over,"  when  he  called  for  wine  and 
drank  farewell  to  his  friends.  His  son  James  endeavoured  to  persuade  him  to 
escape,  disguised  as  a  woman,  but  Sir  John  refused,  saying  that  "  it  would  be  as 
well  to  die  now  as  twenty  years  after,  and  he  would  not  run  the  risk  of  being 
ill  used  the  night  before  his  death."  He  then  wrote  various  letters — to  his  wife,  to 
his  eldest  son,  his  uncle  of  Idvies,  Mr.  Paterson,  and  Prince  Charles  Edward — and 
was  "up  all  night  preparing  himself."  Everything  had  been  done  to  secure  a 
reprieve,  but  (as  he  writes)  "  I  was  among  the  elect  and  not  to  be  parted  with,"  and 
though  his  son  James  now  made  some  final  efforts,  they  were  in  vain.  Sir 
John  and  his  son  did  not  meet  again.  When,  early  on  the 
Hisexecution        morning  of  the  28th,  James  attended  at  the  prison  in  order    to 

28  Nov   1746.  "  T         r 

see  his  father,  he  was  told  that  Sir  John  thought  that  "  a 
second  parting  would  be  troublesome,  bringing  us  all  to  his  memory,  which 
was  the  only  thing  that  pained  him,  and  perhaps  give  an  appearance  of  concern 
to  him,  which  would  be  explained  otherwise  by  the  spectators."  As  it  was, 
he  went  calmly  to  his  death,  which  he  met  "  in  such  a  manner  as  to  confirm 
all  those  who  had  conversed  with  him  since  he  came  to  London  in  their 
opinion  of  his  sense,  resolution,  and  integrity." 

He  had  married  in  Oct.   1724  Jean   Fullarton  (daughter  of  John  Fullarton 
of    that   ilk,   co.    Perth),   and    by   her,  who,  after  his    death,  resided   with    her 

unmarried  daughters  at  Dundee,  and  died  in  1769-70,  had 
T?Sir'jo?Lners      issue  seven  sons  and  four  daughters.     Of  the  latter,  the  eldest, 

Margaret,  married  Richard  Dundas  of  Blair,  co.  Perth,  and  had 
issue ;  while  the  youngest,  Agatha,  became  the  wife  of  John  Smyth  of  Balharry, 
near  Alyth,  and  died  s.p.  not  many  years  later.  The  two  other  daughters, 
Katharine  and  Susannah,  never  married ;  but,  surviving  their  mother,  lived 
together  in  Dundee.  Susannah,  who  was  remarkable  in  her  family  for  her 
beauty,  was  accidentally  burnt  to  death  in  the  house  in  the  Nethergait  in 
1776,  just  ten  years  before  the  death  of  her  sister  Katharine. 

Of  Sir  John's  sons,  two,  viz.,  Alexander  (born  1727)  and  Charles  (born  1732), 

died  in  infancy  within  a  few  days  of  each  other  in  1733,  and 
siWohn. of  were  buried  in  Dundee.      The  youngest,  David,  also  died  young. 

The  remaining  four  all  went  out  to  Jamaica  after  the  '45,  in 
common  with  several  other  members  of  the  family.  Two  of  them,  Peter  and 
Alexander,  died  there  unmarried,  the  former  before  1774  and  the  latter  about 
1765.     The  other  two,  John  and  James,  who  were  thus  their  father's  only  surviving 
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introd,  sons,  both  acquired  a  considerable  fortune  in  the  West  Indies  and  tben  returned 

to  Scotland.     I  briefly  sketch  the  history  of  the  families  descended  from  them. 

Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Balindean,  who,  in  spite  of  the  execution  of  his 

father,  still  continued  to  bear  the  title  of  baronet  and  to  be  so 
sir  John  of  called  in  formal  documents  and  even   in  an  act  of  Parliament, 

1789— 18Q8'.  was  born  in    1729.     He   was,   as   I  have   said,  present  with  his 

father  at  Culloden,  but  escaped  being  taken  prisoner,  and  after 
passing  for  a  time  under  an  assumed  name  and  in  the  disguise  of  a  footman 
worked  his  passage  to  London.  He  then  went  to  America,  whence  he  made 
his  way  to  Jamaica,  after  the  bill  of  indemnity  in  1747.  A  letter  from  him 
soon  after  Culloden,  and  two  others  describing  his  life  in  Jamaica,  are  printed 
in  full  in  this  volume  (post,  pp.  290-91).  In  Jamaica  he  practised  as  a  surgeon, 
and  no  doubt  also  prospered  as  a  planter,  and  in  1764-65  on  the  death  of  the 
widow  of  his  uncle,  Dr.  John  Wedderburn,  he  came  into  possession  of  Idvies 
and  of  a  mansion  in  Dundee.  He  returned  home  for  good  in  176S,  and  soon 
after  purchased  the  estate  of  Balindean,  in  the  parish  of  Inchture,  co.  Perth, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1803.  There  is  a  story  told  of  him  in 
the  autobiography  of  Lord  Campbell,  who  relates  that  he  remembered  meeting 
him,  when  Lord  Loughborough  was  on  the  woolsack,  and  that  on  being  asked 
if  he  was  of  the  Chancellor's  family,  Sir  John  at  once  asserted  his  right  as 
chief  of  his  house,  of  which  Lord  Loughborough  was  literally  the  cadet,  by 
replying,  "  The  Chancellor  is  of  mine."  Sir  John  was  twice  married,  viz.,  (i.)  in 
1769,  to  Margaret  Ogilvy  (eldest  daughter  of  David,  Lord  Ogilvy,  in  whose 
regiment  he  had  served  in  the  '45) ;  (ii.)  in  1780,  to  Alicia  Dundas  (daughter 
of  James  Dundas  of  Dundas),  who  died  in  1831.  By  each  of  these  marriages  he 
had  issue.  Of  the  first,  the  children  were  John,  who  died  in  boyhood  ;  David,  who 
succeeded  his  father;  and  two  daughters,  Margaret  and  Jean,  both  of  whom  married 
(the  one  Philip  Dundas,  the  other  John  Hope  Oliphant),  and  had  issue.  Of  the 
second,  the  children  were  James,  who  died  unmarried  in  1815 ;  John,  who 
ultimately  became  his  father's  representative ;  Alexander,  a  colonel  in  the  army, 
who  married  but  died  s.p.  in  1839;  and  four  daughters,  namely  Maria  and  Susan, 
who  both  died  unmarried,  Louisa  Dorothea,  who  married  Sir  John  Hope,  afterwards 
Earl  of  Hopetoun,  and  had  a  numerous  family  ;  and  Anne,  who  married  Sir  John 
Hope,  Bart.,  of  Craighall  and  Pinkie,  and  also  had  issue.  I  have  given  a 
detailed  account  of  each  member  of  this  family,  post,  pp.  293-96. 

David,  the  only   surviving  son    of  Sir  John's   first    marriage,  was  born  in 

1775.  He  was  for  a  time  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Wedder- 
wedderburn  burn,  Webster,  and  Co.  in  London,  but  retired  from  it  in  1815. 
1T75-I858an'        ^e  succeeded  his   father   in    1803,    in   which    year,  through  the 

influence  of  Lord  Chancellor  Rosslyn,  a  baronetcy  of  the  United 
Kingdom  was  granted  to  him  and  his  issue,  whom  failing  to  the  heirs  male  of 
the  body  of  the  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness.  The  restoration  of  the  old 
Blackness  baronetcy  of  Nova  Scotia  with  remainder  to  heirs  male  had  been 
desired,  and  on  this  being  denied  a  scale  of  remainders  was  inserted  in  the  new 
patent,  extending  to  most  of  those  who  could  have  succeeded  under  the  old 
one.1  Sir  David  was  for  many  years  member  for  the  Perth  burghs,  and  was 
also  postmaster-general  for  Scotland  from  1823-31.  He  died  at  Inveresk  in 
1858,  and  is  buried  there.  Although  by  his  marriage,  in  1800,  to  Margaret 
Brown,  he  had  had  two  sons,  neither  of  them  survived  to  succeed  their  father — 
the  elder,  John  James,  dying  in  1810,  the  younger,  George,  in  1823 — and  Sir 
David  was  thus  succeeded  by  his  half-brother,  the  eldest  surviving  son  of  his 
father's  second  marriage. 

1  In  later  years,  1826-30,  J.W.  endeavoured  to  get  Colonel  Alexander  Wedderburn  to  urge  his  brother, 
Sir  David,  to  recover  the  old  baronetcy  (J.W.  26-23),  presumably  lost  to  his  descendants  by 
the  attainder  of  Sir  John,  whose  name,  however,  was  not  included  in  any  act  of  attainder,  and 
whose  son  was,  as  I  have  said,  described  as  a  baronet  in  a  subsequent  Act  of  Parliament. 
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Sir  John  Wedderburn,  who  was  thus  the  second  baronet  of  Balindean,  and  mtrod. 

but  for  attainder  eighth  of  Blackness,  was  born  in  1789.  He 
wedderburn,  went  out  to  Bombay  in  1807,  where  he  remained  for  thirty 
d°"dff  years,  holding  various  positions  of  increasing  importance   in  the 

civil  service,  and  securing  the  high  regard  of  both  Europeans 
and  natives.  On  his  return  home  he  resided  at  Keith  House,  co.  Haddington, 
and  at  Meredith,  Tibberton,  co.  Gloucester,  a  property  which  his  wife  had 
inherited  from  a  maternal  uncle  of  that  name.  He  died  at  Brighton  in  1862, 
and  was  buried  at  Tibberton. 

He  had  married  in  1822  Henrietta  Louisa  Milburn  (died  1881),  and  by 
her  had  issue,  besides  a  son  and  daughter  who  died  in  infancy,  two  daughters 
who  died  unmarried,  and  two  daughters,  Alicia  (Lady  Hope)  and  Louisa  (Mrs. 
Percival).      There  were  also  three  sons,  John,  David,  and  William,  of  whom  the 

eldest  was  killed  with  his  wife  and  child  in  the  Indian  mutiny 
Sir  David  and  in  1857,  while  the  two  younger  have  successively  inherited 
"Wedderburn.        the    baronetcy    of    Balindean.      I    have     given    an    account    of 

their  careers  and  of  that  of  their  elder  brother,  post,  pp.  299- 
301.  Sir  William  Wedderburn,  who  is  married  and  has  two  daughters,  is  now 
in  male  line  the  senior  representative  of  old  Robert  Wedderburn  and  Janet 
Kyd  (ante,  p.  xlvii.),  and  the  sole  representative  of  his  grandfather,  Sir  John  of 
Balindean. 

From  the  second  son,  however,  of  old  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness' 
who  died  in  1 746,  descended  three  other  branches  of  the  family,  all  of  whom' 
curiously  enough,  have  assumed  other  or  additional  names.  These  are  the 
Wedderburn-Colviles  of  Ochiltree,  the  Wedderburn- Ogil vies  of  Ruthven,  and  the 
Wedderburn-Maxwells  of  Middlebie,  descended  from  Andrew,  Peter,  and  James, 
the  three  surviving  sons  of  James  Wedderburn,  whom  I  have  already  named  as 
being  with  his  father  during  his  imprisonment  in  Southwark  Gaol  in  1746. 
After  Sir  John's  death  he  went  out  to  Jamaica  and  practised 
w^kfe  surgery,    but   returned    home    in    1773,  and    purchased    Inveresk 

or  coiviie,  Lodge,    at    Inveresk,   co.    Midlothian,   where    he   resided    till    his 

die™  1807.'  death    in    1807.      He    married    Isabella    Blackburn    or    Colvile, 

heiress  of  Ochiltree  and  Craigflower,  by  whom  (died  1821)  he 
left  a  daughter,  Jean,  who  married  Thomas,  fifth  Earl  of  Selkirk,  and  three 
sons,  viz., 

1.  Andrew  Wedderburn  or  Colvile,  long   chief  partner   in   the  West  Indian 

house  carried  on  by  various  members  of  the  family.  He  was 
The  wedder-  the  father  of  Sir  James  William  Colvile,  formerly  Chief  Justice 
of  Ochiltree.  of  Calcutta  and  a  member  of  the  judicial  committee  of  the  privy 

council  in  England,  who  died  without  any  surviving  issue  in 
1880 ;  of  the  late  Mr.  Eden  Colvile,  the  last  of  the  family  to  carry  on 
business  in  the  city,  who  died  s.p.  in  1891,  and  twelve  daughters,  of 
whom  only  three — Isabella  (Mrs.  Marindin),  Georgiana  Mary  (Lady  Blachford), 
and  Margaret  Agnes  (Mrs.  Kegan  Paul) — married.  It  is  to  one  of  the  sons  of 
the  first  of  these,  Sir  Francis  Marindin,  K.C.M.G.,  that  the  estate  of  Craigflower 
now  belongs.      He  has  not,  however,  been    required  to  change  his  patronymic. 

2.  Peter  Wedderburn  or  Ogilvy  was  born  in  1781,  and  was  for  some  years 

in  the  sea  service  of  the  East  India  Company.  He  died  in 
The  Wedder-  1873,  having  married  in  1811  Anna  Ogilvy,  heiress  of  Ruthven, 
oi^th^en.63        co.  Forfar,  by  whom  (died   1853)   he    had    issue,  including  two 

sons,  one  of  whom,  Colonel  Thomas  Wedderburn-Ogilvy  (born 
1814),  late  of  the  second  Life-guards,  is  heir-presumptive  to  the  baronetcy  of 
Balindean,  but  has  no  issue,  while  the  other,  John  Andrew  Wedderburn- 
Ogilvy  (born  1818),  has  a  family  of  several  sons  and  daughters,  including  an 
eldest  son,  Charles  James,  born  in   1862. 
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introd.  3.  James  Wedderburn,  afterwards  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland  at  the  early 

age  of  thirty-four,  was  born  in  1782.  He  was  an  advocate, 
burn^Maxweiis  and  rapidly  rose  iD  his  profession.  J.W.  in  his  MS.  pays  a 
of  Mkidiebie  high   tribute   to    his  character   and   abilities.      His  career,  how- 

ever, was  cut  short  by  an  early  death  in  1822.  He  married 
in  1813  Isabella,  daughter  of  Sir  George  Clerk  or  Maxwell  of  Penicuik, 
co.  Midlothian,  and  Middlebie,  co.  Dumfries,  and  by  her  had  issue  four  sons 
and  three  daughters,  including  Jemima  (Mrs.  Hugh  Blackburn),  who  has  long 
been  well-known  as  au  artist,  distinguished  for  Iter  representation  and  knowledge 
of  animals.  His  only  surviving  son,  Andrew,  succeeded  in  1879  in  right  of  his 
mother  to  Middlebie  and  Glenlair,  and  thereupon  assumed  the  additional  name 
of  Maxwell.  He  died  in  1896,  leaving  issue  including  two  surviving  sons, 
James  Andrew  Colvile  Wedderburn,  now  Maxwell,  who  succeeded  his  father, 
and   Harry  George,  both  of  whom  are  married  and  have  issue. 


With  Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  second  surviving  son  of  Sir  Alexander, 
fourth    baronet   of    Blackness,    I    pass    to    another    and    distinct 
w'dd''  b  branch  of  the  family.     He  was  born  in  1708,  bred  to  his  father's 

of  Pearsie,  profession,  and   admitted  a  notary  in   about  1726.      In  1738,  the 

died  1786.'  year  of   his   marriage,   if  not  earlier,   he  succeeded   his  father  as 

sheriff  clerk  of  Forfar,  and  retained  this  office  for  many  years, 
in  spite  of  the  share  which  he  took  in  the  '45,  when  he,  like  his  brothers, 
Sir  John  and  Thomas  of  Cantra,  was  engaged  on  the  side  of  the  Prince. 
I  do  not  find  that  he  in  fact  joined  the  Jacobite  army,  but  he  raised  recruits 
for  the  Glen  Proason  company,  which  formed  part  of  Lord  Ogilvy's  regiment, 
and  when,  after  Culloden,  Lord  Ogilvy  fled  to  Angus,  it  was  Pearsie  who 
received  him  and  furnished  horses  for  his  escape.  He  also  assisted  the  escape 
of  his  nephew,  young  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  and  in  the  result  became  himself 
an  object  of  suspicion.  His  house  of  Pearsie  was  occupied  by  the  government 
troops,  while  he  himself  had  to  seek  shelter  in  the  hills,  and  lay  hid  on 
Catlaw  for  many  weeks,  protected  by  the  faithfulness  of  his  servants.  Ulti- 
mately, in  the  summer  of  174G,  he  obtained  a  protection  order,  and,  armed 
with  that  safeguard,  attended  a  county  meeting  at  Forfar,  where  an  attempt  to 
arrest  him  was  met  by  a  production  of  the  document.  After  this  he  was  left 
unmolested  and  continued  his  duties  as  sheriff-clerk,  and  also  superintended, 
as  agent,  the  estates  of  John,  Earl  of  Airlie.  He  died  in  Feb.  1786,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee.  There  are  two  portraits  of  him  at  Pearsie, 
both  of  which  are  reproduced  in  this  volume  (pp.  320-21).  One  shows  him  as  a 
young  man,  the  other  (by  Opie,  of  which  a  replica  is  at  Birkhill)  presents  him  in 
old  age.  He  had  married  at  Dundee  in  1738  Isobel  Edward,  heiress  of  Pearsie, 
and  by  her  (born  1718,  died  1788)  had  issue  three  sons  and  three  daughters, 
from  one  of  the  former  of  whom  descend  the  Webster- Wedderburns,  while  from 
two  of  the  latter  come  the  Maclagans,  now  of  Pearsie,  who  have  taken  the 
name  of  Maclagan -Wedderburn. 

Pearsie's  three  sons  were  John,  Charles,  and  David.  Of  these  the  eldest 
went  out  to  India  and  joined  the  military  service  of  the  East  India  Company, 
in  which  he  became  lieutenant-colonel  in  1787.  He  died  unmarried  at  Calcutta 
in  that  year,  and  as,  owing  to  a  family  arrangement,  Pearsie  had  been  sold  to  his 
brother  Charles  in  1779,  he  was  never  in  possession  of  the  estate.  Charles 
was  also  in  the  military  service  of  the  East.  India  Company,  but 
Wedderburn  retired  as  captain  in  1785,  and  was  long  in  possession  of 
of  Pearsie.  Pearsie,   where   he   resided  from    1786    till    his    death   in    1829. 

died  1829.'  He  was  twice  married — (!)  in    1787,  to   Anne  Read,  and  (2)  in 

1797,  to   Eliza   Rattray — but   had   no   issue   by   either  marriage. 
At   his   death,  therefore,  his   male   heir   was   his   nephew,   Sir   James   Webster- 
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Wedderburu,  eldest  son  of  his  brother  David.  Sir  James  was,  however,  not  a  introd. 
persona  grata  to  his  uncle,  by  whose  settlements,  much  to  the  disappointment 
of  his  nephew,  Pearsie  was  entailed  on  some  of  the  descendants  of  Charles'  sisters. 
Of  these,  the  eldest  was  Elizabeth,  who  had  married  James  Graham  of  Meathie 
and  Balmuir,  and  had  issue,  including  two  younger  sons  David  (died  1858)  and 
John  Graham  (died  1870),  who  each  in  turn  succeeded  to  Pearsie  and  assumed 
the  name  of  Wedderburn.  Neither  of  them  married,  so  that  on  the  death  of 
the  survivor  of  them  in  1870  the  estate  of  Pearsie  passed  to  Katharine 
Stormonth,  eldest  daughter  of  Elizabeth  Stewart  (only  surviving  child  of 
Charles  Wedderburn's  second  sister  Katharine,  wife  of  Robert  Stewart  of 
Dundee),  who  had  married  her  first  cousin,  Alexander  Stormonth  (only  son 
of  Charles'  remaining  sister,  Isabel,  wife  of  James  Stormonth  of  Kinclune).  I 
I  have  (post,  pp.  322-324)  given  in  detail  the  descents  from  three  married 
daughters  of  Isabel  Wedderburn  (Mrs.  Stormonth),  and  from  a  sister  of 
Katharine  Stormonth,  who  succeeded  to  Pearsie,  but  here  I  refer  only  to  the 
possessors  of  the  estate.      Katharine  Stormonth,  who  succeeded  to  it,  as  I  have 

shown,  in  1870,  had  married  in  1834  the  Rev.  James  Maclagan, 
The  Maclagan  and  by  him  had  a  numerous  family,  the  whole  of  whom 
ofepearsie.m3        assumed  the   additional  name   of  Wedderburn  on  their  mother's 

succession,  although  only  the  heir  in  possession  was  required  to 
do  so  by  the  entail.  Mrs.  Maclagan-Wedderburn  died  in  1891,  when  she  was 
succeeded  by  her  eldest  surviving  son,  Alexander  Stormonth  Maclagan-Wedder- 
burn, the  present  proprietor  of  the  estate  of  Pearsie. 

The    male   line   of    old   Robert   Wedderburu   of    Pearsie   is    not,    however, 
extinct,  but  survives  in   the  descendants  of  his  third  and  youngest 
The  Webster-        sou>  David  Wedderburn,  or  Webster,  for  he  assumed  the  latter 
Wedderburns.       name.      He   was   born   in    1757,   and   came   south    to  enter   the 
mercantile  house  of  the   Websters,  with  whom  he  was  connected 
by   marriage,   though   not  by   blood,   his  maternal   grandmother,  Beatrix  Proctor, 
having  married  secondly   Mr.   Webster,  a   merchant  in  Dundee,    some   of  whose 
sons  established  themselves  successfully  in  London  as  a  firm  of  East  and  West 
'India  merchants.     It  was  this  firm  which  was  subsequently  carried  on  by  various 
members  of  the  Wedderburn  family  in  later  years,  and  it  was  thus   that  David 
Wedderburn   and    his    family,    as    well  as    James    Graham    of    Meathie   (eldest 
son  of  David's  sister  Elizabeth),  came  to  assume  the  name  of  Webster.     David 
Wedderburn,  who  took  the  name  of  Webster  in  1790,   became  chief  partner  in 
the    house    of    Webster    &   Co.,    his   co-partner    in    later    years   being    his    first 
cousin,  John  Wedderburn  of  Spring   Garden.      He   lived  at  Clapham,  and  later 
at  Shenley  Hill,  co.  Herts,  but  did   not   survive   till  old  age,  dying  of  a  decline 
at  Bath  in  1801.     He  had  married   in    1785   Elizabeth   Read,  and   by   her  (who 
married  secondly  Robert   Douglas  of  Brigton,  co.  Forfar,  and  died  in   1857)  had 
issue  three  sons,  James,  Charles,  and  David    (born    1801,  died   1816),  and  two 
daughters,    Anne     (married     Captain     Douglas)     and     Mary    (married    George 
Hawkins).     These  children   were,  on  their   father's  death,  left  under  the  charge 
of  his  surviving   partners,  John   Wedderburn   of  Spring   Garden   and  young  Sir 
David  Wedderburn,  and  it  was  thus  that    there    ultimately  arose  the  great  suit 
of   Wedderburn  v.    Wedderburn,  which    lasted    for  over   a  quarter  of  a  century, 
and    of    which    I    have    given    a    detailed    history    in    the    chapter    of   Part    v. 
entitled    "  The    Wedderburn    Firm    and    Suit."       Shortly    put,  it    may    be    thus 
summed   up.      When   David   Webster   died,  John   Wedderburn   and    Sir   David 
were  at  once  executors  of  his  will,  interested  to  assess  his  share  in  the  business 
as  high  as  possible,  and  his   surviving  partners,  personally  interested  to  assess  it 
as   low   as   possible,  and   there   were   other   complications   owing   to   the   nature 
and  condition   of    the  business.      They   at  once,  however,  made 
wedderburn,  '     their  valuation  with  absolute   good   faith,  and,  as  it  turned  out, 
1831-1856.  wjty1   absolute  accuracy.     Each  of  David's   children   was  paid  off 
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introd.  as  he  or  she  came  of  age,  and  each  had  a  full  explanation  of  the  account, 
and  <*ave  a  complete  discharge.  The  last  of  them  did  so  in  1820,  and 
no  objections  were  raised  by  any  of  them  for  more  than  ten  years.  But 
■when  in  1829  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie  died,  his  nephew,  Sir  James 
Webster- Wedderburn,  whose  career  had  not  been  free  from  financial  difficulties, 
found  himself  disinherited  ;  and  in  1830-31  the  Wedderburn  law  suit,  in  which 
Sir  James  and  his  father's  children  claimed  a  gigantic  sum,  was  begun.  It 
lasted,  as  I  have  said,  for  over  five-and-twenty  years.  The  Courts,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  surviving  partners  had  acted  in  a  double  capacity, 
allowed  the  accounts  to  be  re-opened,  and  thus  provided  work  for  any  length 
of  time.  Distinguished  advocates  engaged  in  it  passed  to  the  bench,  and  judges 
who  tried  portions  of  it  did  not  survive  the  progress  of  the  suit  and  the  exami- 
nation of  the  accounts.  Ultimately  it  was  declared  that  the  valuation  of  the 
surviving  partners  had  been  accurate  to  a  penny,  and"  that  the  claimants  were 
therefore  entitled  to  nothing.  Meanwhile  they  had  used  their  supposed  claim  as 
an  asset  on  which  to  raise  money,  and  their  creditors  appealed.  But  the  then 
defendants  were  weary  of  the  litigation,  and  peace  at  any  price  seemed  better 
than  the  continuance  of  the  suit.  The  plaintiffs  had  at  one  time  claimed 
something  like  half  a  million,  but  they  or  their  creditors  were  now  ready  to 
take  what  they  could  get,  and  the  matter  was  compromised  for  £15,000. 
Thus  ended  a  suit  which  established,  indeed,  an  important  rule  of  conduct  for 
trustees,  but  brought  no  advantage  to  anyone  who  had  been  concerned  in  its 
prosecution. 

The    descent    from    the     two     surviving    sons   of    David    Wedderburn    or 
Webster  will  be  found  at  pp.   330-36   of  this  volume.     Charles, 
Charles 'Webster-  the    second    son    (born     1799,    died     1863),     married     Rebecca 
1799-I86arn'        Chatterton,  daughter  of  Sir   Charles  Chatterton,  Bart.,  and  had 
issue  a  son  and  a  daughter  Rebecca,  the  latter   of  whom  lived 
much   in    Paris,  and    went    through    the    horrors    of   its  siege    in    1870-71.       She 
was     twice     married,     but    died     s.p.     in     1890.      The    son,     Charles     Adrian 
Webster-Wedderburn  (born  1824,  died  1885),  also  married  and  had  issue  a  son 
and   a    daughter,  both    of  whom    are   living   and    have    had    issue,    of   whom    an 
account  is  given  at  p.  330.     David's  eldest  son,  Sir  James  Webster-Wedderburn 
(born  1788)  was  at  one  time  in  the  army,  but   quitted  it  on  his  marriage  in 
1810.     He  printed  a  worthless  account   of  the   family,   which   I  have  criticised 
in   the  chapter  on   "  Previous    Histories    of   the    Family "  in  this 
Webster-3  volume,  and  he  also  wrote  some  political  pamphlets  in  support  of 

n88-i84orn'  tne  King's  case  against  Queen  Caroline,  in  reward  for  which  he 
was  knighted  in  1821.  He  at  one  time  assumed  the  title  of 
baronet,  and  proposed  to  be  served  heir  to  his  great  grandfather,  the  fourth 
baronet  of  Blackness.  This,  however,  was  due  to  a  misconception  on  his 
part  of  the  law  of  attainder,  and  he  never,  of  course,  obtained  the  desired 
"  retour."  He  died  in  1840,  having  married  Lady  Frances  Caroline  Annesley 
(daughter  of  the  first  Earl  of  Mountnorris),  by  whom  (died  1837)  he  had  issue 
four  sons  and  a  daughter.  His  sole  representatives  in  male  line  are  now  the 
sons  of  the  late  Charles  Francis  Webster-Wedderburn  (born  1820,  died  1886), 
the  eldest  of  whom,  Arthur  Augustus  Helyar  Webster-Wedderburn  (now  in 
Jamaica),  married  in  1888,  but  has  no  issue. 


I  have  now,  in  order  to  complete  the  history  of  the  descent  from  old  Sir 

Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness  (died  1675-76),  to  deal  with 

canwlSbofrn         Thomas   of  Cantra,   the   third   of  the  three   sons  of  the   fourth 

i7io,  died  1771.     baronet,  and  his  descendants.     He  was  born  in  1710  and  was  at 

first  intended  for  commercial  life,  but   marrying  in  1740  a  lady 

from    Inverness-shire,   obtained,    possibly    through   the   influence   of    her  family 
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the  post  of  collector  of  excise  for  that  county.  Five  years  later,  like  both  bis  introd. 
elder  brothers,  he  espoused  the  Jacobite  cause,  and  was  present  at  Culloden, 
where  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  escape  being  taken  prisoner.  There  is  a 
beautiful  letter  written  by  him  to  his  wife  the  night  before  the  battle,  of 
which  I  have  given  a  facsimile  at  p.  337  of  this  volume.  After  Culloden  he 
continued  his  duties  as  collector,  but  probably  had  to  give  up  the  office,  as 
his  health  failed  in  1753,  when  he  fell  into  a  dropsy,  which  rendered  him  unfit 
for  work.  This  and  the  expenses  which  his  illness  entailed  seem  to  have  pressed 
him  hard,  which  is,  I  think,  the  reason  why  in  the  entail  of  Idvies  in  1766 
his  name  is  omitted  and  those  of  his  sons  inserted  in  its  place.  It  is  interesting 
to  me  to  note  that  he  took  a  considerable  interest  in  genealogy.  He  wrote  a 
history  of  his  wife's  family,  which,  according  to  J.W.  (his  grandson  and  my  grand- 
father), showed  both  assiduity  and  research.  J.W.'s  and  my  own  inclination  to 
similar  interests  may  thus  be  claimed  as  hereditary  tastes.  Thomas  Wedderburn 
died  in  1771,  and  was  buried  in  the  churchyard  at  Cray,  co.  Inverness.  He 
had  married  in  1740  Katharine  Dunbar,  daughter  of  Dunbar  of  Grange,  and 
by  her,  who  survived  him  and  died  at  Edinburgh  in  1818  at  the  great  age  of 
ninety-seven,  had  issue  three  sons  and  five  daughters.  All  the  sons  went  out 
to  Jamaica — Alexauder  in  1760,  John  in  1762,  and  James  in  1768.  The  eldest 
of  them  died  there  unmarried  in  1770  ;  the  third,  who  was  for  some  years  one 
of  the  wealthiest  and  most  important  persons  in  the  island,  where  he  owned  the 
estates  of  Trelawny  and  the  Mint,  was  also  unmarried  and  died  in  1797,  while 
to  the  second,  who  alone  of  them  married,  I  shall  shortly  return.  Of  their  five 
sisters  the  eldest,  Mary,  went  out  to  Quebec  on  a  voyage  of  pleasure, 
and  there  died ;  the  two  youngest,  Robina  and  Thomasina,  lived  with  their 
mother  in  Edinburgh,  and  predeceased  her  there  in  1796-97  ;  the  third,  Elizabeth, 
married  and  had  issue,  but  her  marriage  had  not  the  approval  of  her  family, 
and  I  have  not  ascertained  full  details  in  regard  to  her  children ;  while  the 
second,  Katharine,  survived  all  her  brothers  and  her  sisters,  and  died  in  Edin- 
burgh in  1825.  She  suffered  from  almost  total  deafness,  a  complaint  which  has 
been  common  to  many  of  the  descendants  of  her  brother  John. 

John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden,  ultimately   his  father's  only  surviving 

son,   was   born   at   Forres   in    1743,   and   went    out    to   Jamaica 

John  Wedder-        when   nineteen   years    of   age.     He    there    acquired    by    twenty 

burn  of  Spring  „  J  •  i        i  i  i  •   ,  J 

Garden,  years     ot     perseverance     a     considerable     property,    which     was 

die™  1820.'  increased    by    his    marriage    in    1782.       Seven    years    later    he 

returned  to  Scotland,  and  was  presented  with  the  freedom  of 
Inverness.  He  at  one  time  owned  the  estate  of  Lindertis,  co.  Forfar,  which  he 
purchased  in  1780,  but  sold  again  in  1801,  owing  to  the  succession  of  his 
eldest  son  to  the  vast  and  then  valuable  Jamaica  estates  of  his  brother, 
James,  who  had  died  in  1797.  He  was  also,  for  nearly  twenty  years,  the  senior 
partner  in  the  house  of  Wedderburn  &  Co.,  then  in  the  zenith  of  its  prosperity. 
He  died  at  Chigwell  in  Essex,  where  he  had  recently  purchased  a  residence,  in 
1820,  and  was  buried  in  London  in  a  vault  long  since  bricked  up,  so  that  I 
find  do  record  of  any  inscription  to  his  memory.  J.W.,  however,  in  his  MS. 
has  left  an  eloquent  tribute  to  his  honour  and  integrity,  his  open  character  and 
kindly  heart.  By  his  wife,  Mary  Wisdom  Bedward  (daughter  and  heiress  of 
George  Bedward  of  Spring  Garden,  co.  Westmoreland,  Jamaica),  who  survived 
him  and  died  in  1835,  he  had  issue  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  Of  the  latter, 
the  eldest,  Elizabeth,  married  her  cousin,  Andrew  Wedderburn-Coivile,  but  died 
s.p.  a  year  later;  the  second,  Mary,  married  the  Rev.  John  Wellings,  and  had 
a  daughter;  the  third,  Catharine,  married  Patrick  Stirling  of  Kippendavie,  and 
had  issue  including  a  son  John,  who  married  the  only  child  of  his  mother's 
sister,  Mary ;  and  the  fourth,  Thomasina,  died  unmarried.  Of  the  sons,  the 
elder,  James,  for  some  years  partner  in  the  Wedderburn  firm,  married  Isabella 
Lyon  and  died  in  London  in  1831,  leaving  issue  an  only  child,  John  Kellermann 
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mtrod.  Wedderburn,  who  married  and  had  issue  two  daughters.  The  male  line  of  John 
of  Spring  Garden  has  thus  been  carried  on  by  the  descendants  of  his  second 
son,  John  Wedderburn  of  Auchterhouse,  co.  Forfar,  the  J.W.  so  often  named 
in  these  volumes.  He,  like  his  brother,  became  a  partner  in  the  Wedder- 
burn firm,  but  left  it  after  a  few  years.  He  resided  at  one  time  at 
Beddington  Park,  co.  Surrey,  but  on  the  failure  of  West  Indian  affairs  retired 
in  1826  to  Auchterhouse,  where  he  partly  occupied  himself  in  writing  the 
MS.  edition  of  his  printed  memoir  of  the  family.  He  died  in  1839.  He 
had  married  in  1823  Lady  Helen  Ogilvy,  youngest  daughter  of  Walter,  fifth 
Earl  of  Airlie,  and  by  her  (born  1798,  died  1868)  had  issue  three  sons  and  a 
daughter.  An  account  of  his  family  and  descendants  is  given  at  pp.  348-51. 
The  latter  include  his  three  grandsons,  viz.,  the  Rev.  John  Walter  Maurice 
Wedderburn,  now  at  S.  Peter's,  Stornoway  ;  his  brother,  Charles  David  St.  Clair 
Wedderburn,  now  an  engineer  in  India;  and  the  author  of  these  volumes. 


I    have   now    to   go   back    from    modern    times   to    the    beginning    of    the 

seventeenth    century,    in    oider    to    take    up    the   history  of  the  Gosford  branch 

of  the  family,  descended  from  Peter  Wedderburn,  youngest  son  of  James,  clerk 

of  Dundee,  and  brother  of  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness.     He  was  born  at  Dundee 

about  1616,  educated  at  S.  Andrew's,  and  admitted  an  advocate 

Lord>Gosford,       iQ   1642.     His  career  was   one   of  rapid  rise.     After  enjoying  a 

died  1679'  considerable   practice,  he   was,   in    1660,  appointed  Clerk  to  the 

Privy    Council,    and   Keeper   of  the  signet  for  life,  received  the 

honour   of  Knighthood    from    Charles  II.,   to  whose  cause  he  had    always   been 

attached,  and  sat  as  member   for   Haddington    in    the    Scottish    Parliament    for 

many  years.      In  1668  he  was  raised  to  the  bench,  and   took  the  title  of  Lord 

Gosford,    from   the    estate    in    Midlothian   which    he    had    purchased    ten    years 

previously.     His  character  as  advocate  and  as  a  judge  has  been  well  drawn  by  Sir 

George  Mackenzie,  who  eulogizes  at  once  his  integrity,  the  matter  of  his  arguments, 

and  the  finish  of  his  style.     He  was,  no  doubt,  a  person  of  great  influence  in 

his   time.     Thus  the  condemned  Marquis    of  Argyle    wrote  to  Sir  Peter's  uncle, 

Sir  John,  the  physician,  asking  him  to  get  him  to  use  his  influence  to  secure  a 

reprieve,  and   there  are  several  other  letters  addressed   to   Sir   Peter  by    persons 

of  note,   which   show    the    esteem    in    which    he    was   held    (post,   pp.    365-67). 

He  was  the  favourite  nephew  of  Sir  John  of  Gosford,  of  whom  an  account  has 

already  been  given,  and  it  was  with  the  help  of  his  generosity  that  he  acquired  the 

estate  of  Gosford  and   several   other   lands   in  its  neighbourhood.      He   died  in 

1679.      A   portrait   of  him,    now   at    Meredith,  is    reproduced   in    this   volume, 

where   a  letter  of  his  is  also  given  in  facsimile  (pp.  367-69). 

He  was  three  times  married,  though  his  first  and  last  alliances  have 
hitherto  escaped  notice.  All  of  these  marriages  took  place  at  Edinburgh, 
and  were  (1)  in  1649  to  Christian  Gibson,  by  whom  he  had  issue  a  son,  James, 
who  died  in  infancy  ;  (2)  in  1653  to  Agnes  Dickson,  by  whom  he  had  several 
children;  and  (3)  in  1677  to  Elizabeth  Goldman,  relict  of  Robert  Chaplane, 
by  whom  he  had  no  issue.  His  children  by  his  second  wife  were  five  sons  and 
four  daughters,  of  whom  the  two  youngest  sons,  James  and  George,  and  the 
three  eldest  daughters,  Margaret,  Susanna,  and  Agnes,  all  died  young.  The 
remaining  daughter,  also  Agnes  (born  1658),  married  in  1674  David  Haliburton 
of  Pitcur,  and  had  issue.     She  survived  her  husband,  and   died  in  1715. 

Sir   Peter's   three   surviving   sons  were  John,  Peter,  and  Alexander,  whose 

names  occur  repeatedly  in  various  entails  of  his  property.     John,  who  was  born 

in    1657,  educated   at   S.   Andrew's,  and   admitted   a    burgess  of 

i6573-88.Gosford'    Dundee   in    1671,  was   made  a   privy   councillor  before   he  was 

twenty,  and  on  several  occasions  sat  in  parliament  for  Haddington. 

His  profession,  however,  was  that  of  a  soldier,  and  he  saw  service  both  at  home 
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and  abroad,  at  one  time  furnishing  the  King  of  Denmark  with  a  Scottish  regiment  introd. 
of  twelve  companies.  In  1685  he  was  in  command,  as  major  of  a  troop  of  horse  in 
Lanarkshire,  and  subsequently  became  lieutenant-colonel,  Early  in  1688  he  went 
abroad,  and  was  drowned  off  Calais  in  May  of  that  year.  His  body  was  brought 
home  and  buried  in  the  church  of  Aberlady.  He  was  never  married,  and  thus, 
though  providing  in  his  will  for  a  son,  David  Wedderburn  (of  whom  I  have  but 
little  note,  and  who  may  have  gone  abroad)  was  succeeded  by  his  next  brother, 
Peter,  who  carried  on  the  senior  line  of  their  father's  family. 

This   Peter,    afterwards   Sir   Peter   Wedderburn  of  Gosford,    or   Halkett   of 

Pitfirrane,  was  born  in  1659,  and,  like  his  elder  brother,  was  for 
opGosford,  a  time  in  the  army,  and   also   sat  in  the   Scottish    Parliament. 

i&9n&' o'itSb     ^n   1^97  he  was  created  a  baronet,  with  remainder  to  the  heirs 

male  of  his  body  (and  not,  as  stated  by  J.W.  in  his  printed 
book,  to  his  heirs  male).1  He  married  in  1694  Janet,  daughter  of  Sir  Charles 
Halkett,  Baronet,  of  Pitfirrane,  to  which  estate  she  succeeded  as  heiress  on  the 
death  of  her  brother,  Sir  James,  in  1705.  Upon  this  succession  Sir  Peter  and 
his  wife  entailed  their  two  estates  of  Gosford  and  of  Pitfirrane  upon  their 
descendants  in  such  a  manner  that  the  two  properties  should  never  be  in  the 
same  hand,  and  so  that  the  successor  to  Pitfirrane  should  bear  the  name  and 
arms  of  Halkett,  and  the  successor  to  Gosford  those  of  Wedderburn.  Thu9  on 
the  death  of  Sir  Peter,  in  1746,  his  eldest  son,  Peter,  succeeded  to  his  baronetcy 
of  Gosford  and  to  the  estate  of  Pitfirrane,  while  his  second  son,  Charles,  inherited 
the  Gosford  property.  Other  of  his  sons  were  Alexander,  afterwards  of  S. 
Germain's,  who  married  but  died  s.p.  in  1787 ;  John,  who  died  young ;  and 
Robert,  long  a  merchant  in  Dunfermline,  who  married  and  had  three  daughters. 
Of  these  and  of  Sir  Peter's  five  daughters  (only  two  of  whom  married,  viz., 
Janet,  to  Robert  Colvile  of  Ochiltree,  and  Christian,  to  James  Carstairs-Bruce), 
an  account  will  be  found  post  pp.  376-79.  I  now  follow  the  succession  to 
Pitfirrane  and  Gosford. 

Sir  Peter  Halkett  of  Pitfirrane,  second  baronet  of  Gosford,  was  born  in  1 695. 

He  entered  the  army,  and  was  present  as  a  captain  of  Lee's 
Haikeett!rsecond  regiment,  part  of  the  government  forces,  at  the  battle  of 
dted"i755n  1695,    Gladsmuir,   when    he   was   one   of    those   taken    prisoner  by  the 

Prince.  Although  thus  the  only  member  of  the  family  "out" 
on  (to  quote  J.W.)  the  wrong  side,  he  acted  a  high  part  in  his  refusal  to  obey 
the  orders  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  He  and  several  others  had  been  liberated 
in  September  by  the  Prince  on  parole  not  to  bear  arms  against  King  James 
for  eighteen  months.  Yet  the  Duke,  in  the  following  February,  issued  a  letter 
absolving  these  officers  from  their  word,  and  threatening  to  punish  them  by  the 
loss  of  their  commissions  unless  they  obeyed  him.  "  The  man  (says  J.W.)  and 
the  threat  were  infamous,  and  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed  were  little  better, 
for  out  of  their  whole  number  only  five  had  the  honour  to  refuse  compliance, 
replying  that  Cumberland  was  '  master  of  their  commissions  but  not  of  their 
probity.'  "  In  1754  Sir  Peter  went  to  America  in  command  of  the  44th  regiment, 
and  there  fell  in  the  defeat  of  the  Indians  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Monogabela 
in  1755.  He  had  married  Lady  ^Emilia  Stewart  (daughter  of  Francis,  Earl  of 
Moray),  and  by  her  had  issue  three  sons,  viz.,  Peter,  his  successor;  Francis,  a 
major  in  the  army,  who  died  unmarried  in  1760 ;  and  James,  also  unmarried, 
who  fell  with  his  father  in  1755. 

The   eldest   son,  Peter,   who   thus   succeeded   as   third   baronet   of  Gosford, 
Sir  Peter,  never   married.      His  mind    was  affected  from  his   infancy,   and 

ofGosfordnet        ^e  never  came  'nt°  more   than   titular  possession  of  Pitfirrane, 
died  1779. '  his  brother  Francis  really   holding   the  estate    on    their  father's 

'  Had  the  limitation  been  to  heirs  male,  the  curious  result  would  have  followed  that  the  heir  pre- 
sumptive of  the. present  baronet  of  Gosford  would  have  been  the  present  baronet  of  (Blackness 
and)  Balindean. 


Ixxviii.  THE     WEDDERBURN     BOOK. 


introd.  death,  and  when  Francis  died  unmarried  in  1760,  the  next  heir  was  John 
Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  son  to  the  late  Charles  of  Gosford,  the  second  of  the  sons 
of  the  first  baronet. 

Charles  Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  born  in  169G,  had  succeeded  to  that  estate 

on  the  death  of  his  father  in  1746,  under  the  conditions  of  the 
o^Goaford,  above-mentioned  entails.     I  have  not  ascertained   any  details  of 

g  1696,  flis  career,  but,  his  father  having  died  at  a  great  age,  he  did  not 

long  survive  him,  his  death  taking  place  at  Gosford  in  1753-54. 
He  had  married  Mary  Wardlaw  (daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Wardlaw  of  Pitreavie), 
and  by  her  had  issue  five  sons  and  five  daughters.  Three  of  the  latter,  Elizabeth, 
Charlotte,  and  Ann,  died  unmarried,  while  the  remaining  two,  Janet  and  Mary 
(born  1726,  1729),  married,  the  one  John  Erskine  of  Balgownie,  and  the 
other  Charles  Stewart  of  Annefield.  Three  of  the  sons  also  died  unmarried,  viz., 
Peter,  who  is  said  to  have  been  in  the  Dutch  army,  and  James  and  Charles, 
both  of  whom  were  officers  in  the  army,  and  one  of  whom  perished  in  the 
Black  Hole  of  Calcutta.  The  two  eldest  sons  were  John  and  Henry,  who  by 
reason  of  the  family  entails  and  the  condition  of  their  cousin,  Sir  Peter,  both 
came  into  possession  of  Gosford,  John  on  the  death  of  his  father  in  1753-54, 
and  Henry  when,  on  the  death  of  his  cousin  Francis  Halkett  in  1760,  it  was 
decided  by  the  Courts  that  John  could  at  once  succeed  to   Pitfirrane. 

Henry   Wedderburn   of  Gosford   was   almost    the    last    of   his    name   to  own 

that  estate.  His  life  was  spent  in  India  in  both  the  sea  and  the 
ofeGosford,  military  service  of  the  East  India  Company,  to  whom  he  rendered 

dfrd  rm  very  valuab'e  aid  in  the  war  with  Surajah  Dowlah  in  1757,  as  well 

as  on  other  occasions  against  both  the  Dutch  and  the  French.  In 
reward  for  these  services,  he  was  appointed  Master-Intendant  of  the  Marine,  a 
post  occupied  by  him  at  his  death,  which  occurred  at  Calcutta  in  1777.  He  was 
thrice  married  d)  to  a  lady,  whose  surname  is  not  ascertained  ;  (2)  in  1768,  to' 
Mary  Belsches  (daughter  of  John  Belsches  of  Invermay),  who  died  s.p.  iu  1771  ; 
and,  (3)  in  1773,  to  Alice  Tetley,  who  survived  him  and  died  in  1806.  By  his  first 
marriage  he  had  issue  several  children  who  died  in  infancy,  and  an  only  daughter, 
Mary,  who  succeeded  to  Gosford.  By  his  third  marriage  he  also  had  issue,  of 
whom  one  daughter  survived,  viz.,  Elizabeth,  who  married  Captain  James  Murray, 
but  died  without  issue. 

Mary  Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  who  thus  came  into  possession  of  the 
estate,  as  heiress  to  her  father,  was  born  in  India  in  1748.  She  had 
married  Sir  John  Cumming,  by  whom  she  had  a  family  of  three  sons  and 
three  daughters  (post,  p.  386).  Although  succeeding  to  Gosford,  she  did  not 
long  retain  the  property.     Her  father's  estate  seems  to   have  been  incumbered 

with  debts,  including  one  of  £15,000  sterling  to  his  brother 
Gosford3  1784        ^ir  John,  and  to  meet  these  Gosford  was  sold  by  his  daughter 

at  a  judicial  sale,  and,  eventually  (in  1784)  purchased  by 
Francis,  fifth  Earl  of  Wemyss,  in  whose  family  it  now  remains,  adorned  (says 
J.W.)  with  an  extensive  mansion  erected  on  a  less  favourable  site  than  that 
where  the  former  dwelling  stood.  The  Wedderburns  had  thus  owned  the  estate 
for  just  over  a  century  and  a  quarter,  and,  although  none  of  their  monuments 
are  now  discoverable  in  the  churchyard,  relics  of  their  possession  still  remain 
in  the  four  silver  cups  which  old  Sir  John  "  doted "  to  the  parish,  and  in 
certain  monies  charitably  bequeathed  to  its  poor  by  him  in  1679,  and  by  John 
of  Gosford  in   1688. 

Sir    John    Wedderburn-Halkett   of  Pitfirrane,   fourth    baronet    of    Gosford, 

who  had  succeeded  to  Gosford  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
"Wedderburn-  Charles  Wedderburn,  in  1753-54,  to  the  possession  of  Pitfirrane 
?7a£ecSk?r793.      in    17G0>   and   to   the    Gosford    baronetcy    in    1779,    under    the 

circumstances  already  given,  was  great-grandfather  to  the 
present   Sir   Peter   Arthur   Halkett,  the   eighth    baronet,    who   is   now   the   sole 
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surviving  male  descendant  in  male  line  of  Sir  Peter,  Lord  Gosford.  Sir  John,  introd. 
who  died  at  Pitfirrane  in  1793,  was  twice  married,  (1)  in  Feb.  1758  to 
Elizabeth  Fletcher,  daughter  of  Andrew  Fletcher  of  Saltoun,  Lord  Milton,  by 
whom  (died  Dec.  1758)  he  had  an  only  child,  Elizabeth,  married  to  the 
Marquis  de  Lally  Tollendal,  a  distinguished  peer  of  France,  who  strongly 
denounced  in  the  National  Assembly  of  his  country  the  atrocities  of  1789. 
The  marquise  survived  him,  and  died  in  1850  at  the  age  of  ninety-two.  Her 
father  married  (2)  Mary  Hamilton,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  John  Hamilton,  and 
by  her  (died  1803)  had  issue  a  numerous  family  of  six  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  who,  with  their  half-sister  and  their  parents,  are  all  portrayed 
engaged  in  dancing  a  reel  in  a  picture  at  Pitfirrane,  painted  by  David  Alien 
in  1777-81.  Of  this  large  family,  however,  six  daughters  and  three  sons,  Charles, 
Henry,  and  Thomas,  died  unmarried.  Of  the  sons  that  married,  the  male  lines 
of  two,  John  and  Alexander,  are  now  extinct.  John  Halkett  was  born  in  1768, 
admitted  an  advocate  in  1789,  and  was  for  a  time  secretary  to  his  cousin,  Lord 
Chancellor  Loughborough.      Later  on  he   was   governor  of  the  Bahamas  and  of 

the  Island  of  Tobago,  and,  returning  home,  was  for  many  years 
John  Halkett,  chief  commissioner  of  West  Indian  accounts.  He  married  (1) 
died1 1852.'  Anne  Todd,  who  died  s.p.,  and  (2)    Lady  Katherine  Douglas,  by 

whom  he  had  five  sons,  of  whom  the  eldest,  who  fell  at  Balaclava, 
and  the  second,  who  was  for  many  years  rector  of  Little  Bookham,  co.  Surrey, 
both  married,  and  each  left  issue  an  only  surviving  daughter.  The  other  three 
sons  of  John  Halkett  died  young  or  unmarried,  so  that  his  descendants  are 
now  limited  to  his  two  surviving  grand-daughters,  Mrs.  Eobertson  and  Miss 
Katherine  Halkett. 

Alexander  Halkett,  the   younger   brother   of    John,  was   born   in  1773,  and 

entered  the  army,  in  which  he  remained  till  1837  when  he 
Haiket^K.aH.,  retired  as  general,  on  a  distinguished  service  pension  and  as 
diedissi'  Knight  Commander  of  the  Hanoverian  Order.     He  died  in  1851, 

leaving  by  his  wife,  Georgiana  Sproule  (died  1874),  four  sons,  one 
only  of  whom  married  (but  died  s.p.),  and  a  daughter,  Mary  Anna,  who  married 
Alexander  Leith  of  Freefield,  co.  Aberdeen,  and  had  issue  one  daughter,  Georgiana, 
now  of  Freefield,  who  is  the  sole  surviving  descendant  of  her  grandfather. 

The  fifth  and  sixth  baronets  of  Gosford  were  the  two  eldest  sons  of  Sir  John, 

viz.,  Charles  and  Peter,  the  eldest  of  whom  (born  1764)  was  in  the 
The  Haiketts  army,  and  died  unmarried  in  1837,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his 
17641898  younger    brother,   who  had  had  a  distinguished  naval  career,  the 

steps  in  which  are  noted  in  the  account  of  him  at  p.  389.  His 
only  son,  John,  succeeded  him  as  seventh  baronet  in  1839,  and  was  father  of  au 
only  surviving  son,  the  present  Sir  Peter  Arthur  Halkett,  who  is,  as  I  have  said, 
the  last  male  descendant  in  male  line  of  Sir  Peter,  Lord  Gosford,  ancestor 
of  the  Wedderburns  of  Gosford  and  Halketts  of  Pitfirrane. 

One  other  son,  however,  of  old  Sir  Peter,  Lord  Gosford,  has  yet  to  be 
Alexander  accounted  for,  although  his  male  line  is  long  since  extinct.     This 

Wedderbum,  is  Lord  Gosford's  third  son  Alexander,  who  was  born  about  1660, 
Daes^born'i&o,  admitted  an  advocate  in  1687,  and  taking  part  in  support  of  the 
died  1730.  union    with    England  in    1707,  was  appointed    one    of   the    com- 

missioners of  excise.  He  died  at  Edinburgh  in  1730,  leaving  issue  by  his  wife 
Mary  Daes  (daughter  of  James  Daes  of  Coldingknowes),  whom  he  had  married 
in  1692,  and  who  survived  him,  four  daughters,  of  whom  three  married  (post, 
p.  397),  and  three  sons,  of  whom  the  two  younger — Alexander,  collector  of  excise 

at  Linlithgow,  and  James — both  died  unmarried,  while  the  eldest, 
Peter,  Lord  Peter,  went  to  the  bar  in   Edinburgh,  and,  after  being  for  some 

died  1756.   '  years  secretary  of  excise,  was  in  1755  raised  to  the  bench  under 

the  title  of  Lord  Chesterhall.      A  high  tribute  to  his  character, 
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introd.  recorded  in  the  diary  of  John  Ramsay  of  Ochtertyre,  is  quoted  at  length  in 
this  volume  (pp.  398-400).  He  died  in  1756,  leaving  by  his  wife,  Janet  Ogilvy, 
two  sons  and  a  daughter,  Alexander,  David,  and  Janet.  Of  these  the  career  of 
Alexander  is   well  known.       He  came,    after  a  dramatic  exit   from    the   Scotch 

bar,  to  the  English  one,  and  there  rose  to  be  Lord  Chancellor, 
Alexander,  Lord  being  the  first  of  his  countrymen  who  ever  achieved  this 
eta^uedTsof. '      distinction.      His   character   and   the   methods  of  his   rise   have 

been  much  criticized,  but  in  the  judgment  of  Lord  Campbell, 
one  of  his  successors,  much  of  this  criticism  may  well  be  mitigated.  He  died 
in  1805,  and,  his  only  child  (a  son)  having  died  when  quite  an  infant,  with  him  the 
male  line  of  his  great  grandfather  failed.  His  brother  David,  a  distinguished 
officer  and  attractive  personality,  who  had  fallen  at  the  siege  of  Baroach  in 
1771,  was  never  married,  and  the  Chancellor's  titles  of  Lord  Loughborough  and 

Earl  of  Rosslyn  thus  passed  under  a  special  remainder  to  the 
The  St.  ciair-  son  of  his  sister,  Janet  (born  1736,  died  1792),  who  had  married 
of  Rosslyn.  in  1761  Sir  Henry  Erskine  of  Alva,  from  whom  the   subsequent 

holders  of  the  Loughborough  and  Rosslyn  peerages  are  descended, 

I  have  thus  traced  in  all  its  branches  the  history  of  the  Wedderburns  in 
Dundee,  of  Kingennie,  Easter  Powrie,  and  Wedderburn,  of  Blackness,  Balindeau, 
and  of  Gosford,  the  fuller  account  and  detailed  proof  of  which  occupies  the 
first  four  of  the  six  parts  into  which  this  volume  is  divided.  The  next  and 
fifth   division    still   deals    with    the  Forfarshire  family.      In    it   I   have  given  a 

separate  account  of  the  family  burying  ground  and  other  monu- 
DundeeWff0f        ments   in  the   Howff  of    Dundee,  their   chief  resting-place  from 

its  opening  in  about  1565  down  to  the  early  part  of  the  present 
century.     In  another  chapter  I  have  collected  together,  with  illustrations  of  old 

seals,  rings,  and  other  sculptures,  the  evidence  relating  to  the 
the  Aimify?E         armorial   bearings   of  the   family,    the   main   features   of  which, 

"  Argent,  a  cheveron  Gules,  between  three  roses  of  the  second," 
are  now  shown  to  have  been  borne,  with  various  differences,  by  members  of  the 
name  for  over  five  hundred  years.     A  third   chapter  deals  with   the  history  of 

the  Wedderburn  firm,  which  took  its  rise  from  the  emigration 
The  of  several  of  the  name  to  Jamaica  after  the  troubles  of  the  '45, 

Firm  and  suit.       and  was  the  means  by  which  through  nearly  a  century  the  family 

regained  their  lost  fortunes.  Here,  as  a  part  of  that  history,  I  have 
gone  in  some  detail  through  the  Wedderburn  law  suit,  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded  in  this  Introduction.      A  fourth  and  final  chapter  of  this  part  present* 

a  review  of  previous  histories  of  the  family,  from  the  account 
Previous  in  Douglas'  Baronage  of  Scotland,  long   accepted  as  authentic, 

the  Family.  but  actually  full  of  errors,  down    to  some   recent  works  in  con- 

nection with  Dundee.  In  it  I  have  reprinted  with  emendatory 
notes,  the  accounts  given  by  Douglas,  and  I  have  also  dealt  with  both  the 
printed  memoir  and  the  MS.  account  of  the  family  by  J.W.,  again  and  again 
referred  to  throughout  this  volume.  Many  of  the  errors  of  J.W.  were  due  to 
his  acceptance  of  Douglas'  account,  but  more,  I  think,  to  both  his  incomplete 
knowledge  of  the  family  records  and  to  his  curious  assumption  that  there 
was  all  along  but  one  small  family  of  the  name,  and  that  anyone  bearing  it 
might  therefore  be  safely  fitted  in  to  the  main  family  at  the  most  consistent  date. 
In  the  course  of  my  researches  I  soon  discovered  that  this  assumption  was  not  well 
founded.     It  is  true  that  the  name,  in    its   accurate  form,  is  uncommon,  but  it 

is  not  to  be  taken  to  have  ever  been  confined  to  the  country  round 
theeNamey>°f        Dundee.      J.W.'s    statement    (quoted   post,    p.    500),    that   "the 

name  was  never  common  among  the  lower  orders  of  the  people," 

1  In  this  connection  it  may  be  interesting  to  note  the  occurrence  of  the  name  in  fiction.    The  earliest 
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though  true  enough,  would,  I  think,  be  still  more  accurate,  if  in  it  for  "lower"  the  introd. 
word  "  upper"  were  substituted,  for  while  I  find  various  families  and  individuals  of 
the  name,  both  in  old  records  and  at  the  present  time,  whom  I  cannot  connect 
with  the  Forfarshire  house,  I  find  no  other  family  holding  its  own  through  history 
and  providing  a  good  supply  of  persons  well-qualified  to  serve  Church  and  State, 
In  this  sense  there  has,  I  think,  been  but  one  small  family  of  the  name. 

The  name  is,  however,  less  rare  than  I  had  supposed.  Having  in  various 
ways  got  information  as  to  several  families  bearing  it  both  in  this  country  and 
abroad,  I  made  an  endeavour  towards  still  greater  completeness  by  a  thorough 
search  in  the  modern  registers  both  in  London  (1837-90)  and  in  Edinburgh 
(1855-92),  and  I  thus  ascertained,  presumably,  every  existing  family,  of 
whatever  class,  now  bearing  the  name  of  Wedderburn  in  this  country. 
The  net  result  of  this  search  and  of  various  stray  notes  from  older 
records  occupies  the  last  part  of  this  volume.  From  the  contents  of  that  part 
it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  long  been  a    considerable  number  of    the  name 

in  the  county  of  Aberdeen.  The  name  appears  there  as  a 
The  patronymic   as   early   as     1544,   and   as    a   place-name   in   about 

c^e Aberdeen8  m    1600,  and  may  have   existed  there   as   both   one  and  the  other 

at  a  much  earlier  date.  It  is  possible  that  it  was  imported 
into  the  North  from  Berwickshire  via  Dundee,  and  that  the  Aberdeen  families  are 
descended  from  a  member  of  the  Forfarshire  house.  There  is  some  little  ground 
for  this  suggestion,  but'  nothing  is  proved,  and  it  may  be  that  the  name, 
whether  as  place-name  or  patronymic,  has  an  independent  origin  in  the  northern 
county.  There  can,  however,  be  little  doubt  of  the  connection  of  all  the 
existing  Aberdeenshire  families  with  each  other,  as  descended  from  a  William 
Wedderburn  (died  1620)  and  Marjory  Annand,  one  of  whose  sons,  David 
Wedderburn,  was  master  of  the  Aberdeen  Grammar  School  in  1602,  a  Latin 
poet  of  some  note,  and  the  author  of  "  a  short  and  facile  grammar  "  which  was 
at  one  time  the  recognized  foundation  of  Scottish  education.  Another  of  their 
sons  was  one  William,  minister  of  Bethelnay,  and  they  had  also  two  others, 
Alexander,  and  George.  From  one  or  more  of  these  four  no  doubt  descend  the 
families  of  the  name  at  Fyvie,  Old  Meldrum,  Tarves,  Peterhead,  and  elsewhere, 
of  whom  an  account  is  given  in   the  second  chapter  of  Part  vi. 

Similarly,  I  have  in  a  further   chapter   printed   some   accounts   of    families 

of  the  name  in  and  near  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow.  Here  again 
Wedderburas  *ne  descent  may  be  from  one  or  two  individuals,  of  whom  we 
near  Edinburgh,    iose  sight  in  Dundee,  but  once  more  there  is  no  proof.      Some 

notes  of  a  family  at  Coldingham  and  Chirneside,  co.  Berwick, 
descended,  perhaps,  of  some  collateral  ancestor  of  the  Dundee  house  who  remained 

The  name       reference   to  it,   known    to    me,  is    in  the  old   Scotch    ballad    called    "  Captain 
™  ri'ir?  Wedderburn's  Courtship,   or  Lord  RosUn's   Daughter,"  which  is  given  in  the  first 

Music.  volume   of   Aytoun's   Ballads,    while   several    rarer    editions    (1805-30)    are   in  the 

British  Museum  (see  Brit.  Mus.  Catal.  s.  Wedderburn).  I  remember  at  one  time 
reading  a  novel  entitled,  "  Lady  Wedderburn's  Wish,"  by  James  Grant,  and  have 
recently  come  across  a  book  entitled,  "  Byeways,"  by  R.  Hicheus  and  Lord  Frederick  Hamilton 
(Methuen,  1898),  in  which  one  of  the  stories,  "A  Tribute  of  Souls"  (reprinted  from  some 
magazine),  has  a  character  called  Dr.  Wedderburn.  Still  more  recently  I  lighted  ou  a  prize 
story  entitled,  "Miss  Wedderburu's  Will,"  in  the  columns  of  Tit-BUs  (8  May  1897),  the  author 
of  which  wrote  to  me  that  he  had  selected  the  name  by  mere  chance  for  the  sake  of  the 
alliteration.  In  dramatic  literature  I  have  met  with  Stirling  Coyne's  play,  "  Presented  at 
Court,"  in  which  one  of  the  characters,  "  a  Master  Geoffrey  Wedderburne  from  Devonshire," 
was  played  by  Buckstone  with  much  humour.  I  do  not  know  if  there  is  any  authority  for 
Master  Geoffrey's  existence  ;  other  characters  in  the  play,  however,  are  real,  such  as  the  Earl 
of  Rochester  and  Samuel  Pepys.  Of  late  years  in  Mr.  Pinero's  charming  play  of  "  Sweet 
Lavender,"  one  of  the  characters  is  an  old  Scottish  gentleman  of  the  name,  which  the  author 
had  happened  to  come  across  in  real  life  when  on  the  look-out  for  some  such  Scottish  surname. 
In  music,  I  find  in  David  Glen's  Collection  of  Highland  Bagpipe  Music  both  a  "  Wedderburn's 
March "  and  a  "  Miss  Wedderburn's  Reel,"  the  scores  of  both  of  which  are  given  at  the  end  of 
this  volume.  The  march  probably  owes  it  name  to  its  composer  ;  the  reel,  of  which  the  old 
title  is  "  The  kilt's  my  delight,"  to  the  complimentary  re-uamiug  of  old  tunes  by  Niel  Gow, 
who  adapted  the  pipes'  music  to  the  fiddle. 
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introd.  on    the   border,   and    a   list   of   miscellaneous   references    from   Scottish   records, 
conclude  this  chapter  of   the   work. 

I  have  then  collected  together  my  notes  on  a  few  English  families  of  the 

name.  These  are,  principally,  a  very  large  one  in  the  county 
The  of  Northumberland,  originally  at   Allerdeau,  but  since  spreading 

in  Eng-iand.  &        to  Horncliffe  and  Newcastle.      There  are  other  smaller  families 

elsewhere  in  the  same  county,  and  I  find  traces  of  the  name 
in  Lancashire.  A  numerous  modern  family  in  the  south  of  England  descend 
from  a  Robert  Wedderburn,  who  assumed  the  name  and  came  over  from  Jamaica 
to  this  country  early  in  this  century.  An  Alexander  Wedderburn,  who  long 
resided  at  Exeter,  is  said  to  have  come  from  Berwick ;  his  line  is  extinct.  In 
this  division  also  I   have  added  a  list  of  stray  references  to  individuals. 

The   accounts   of  three   families   in   South  Africa,   in   Canada,   and   in   the 

United  States  conclude  the  volume.  .  Of  these,  the  first  is  one 
The  which    was   originally   connected    with    Manchester,    and    which 

in  Africa.  (tradition  has  it)  was,  in  common  with  many  of  the  inhabitants 

of  that  city,  on  the  side  of  Prince  Charles  Edward  in  the  '45. 
It  also  owned  a  small  estate  called  Lindale,  in  co.  Cumberland.  One  of  its 
number,  Christopher  Wedderburn,  emigrated  to  South  Africa  in  1820,  and 
from  him  descend  the  family  of  his  name  which  have  ever  since  been  settled 
there.     A    second    family    is    descended    from   an    Alexander    Wedderburn   from 

Aberdeen,  who  was  born  at  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
in  Canada.  He   emigrated   to    S.    John's,    New    Brunswick,    Canada    (where 

he  was  emigration  agent  to  the  British  Government),  married, 
and  had  issue  an  only  son  William  (born  1834),  who  went  to  the  Canadian 
bar,  and  has  had  a  distinguished  career  as  advocate,  politician,  and  judge. 
The  last  of  the  three  families  is  one  in  the  United  States,  with  the  head 
of  which  J.W.    had   some  correspondence    in    1822-23.      The    original    ancestor 

of  this  family  was  a  Scottish  emigrant,  David  Wedderburn,  who 
States  Unlted        went  out  to  Virginia  in  1720-30.     J.W.  erroneously  assumed  him 

to  be  a  son  of  Peter  Wedderburn  and  Catharine  Man  (ante, 
p.  lxiii),  who  had,  however,  no  sen  of  the  name.  The  parentage  of  this  David 
is  thus  unknown,  and  the  American  family  cannot  at  present  be  claimed 
as  a  junior  branch  of  the   Forfarshire   house. 

The  contents  of  this  volume  have  now  been  passed  in  review.  Much  has 
of  course  been  omitted,  of  detaii,  of  complete  documents,  and  of  laboured  proof. 
For  all  these  the  reader  must  refer  to  the  following  pages,  in  which  I  have 
endeavoured  to  set  down  nothing,  which  cannot  be  established  by  the  body  of 
evidence  contained  in  the  second  volume  of  the  work.  My  aim  throughout 
has  been  to  be  accurate  and  true.      So  far  from  seeking  to  present  an  account 

flattering  at  the  cost  of  fact,  I  have  in  some  cases  swept  away 
Conclusion.  vague   pretensions    hitherto   advanced.      No    fiction    is,   I   think, 

needed  to  support  either  the  antiquity  of  the  name  or  the 
worthiness  of  many  of  those  who  have  borne  it.  In  the  spirit  of  the  mottoes  of 
the  house  I  have  disdained  to  catch  flies,  content  to  be  able  to  present  the 
record  of  a  family,  the  sons  of  which  in  the  past  have  been  most  of  them 
useful  members  of  the  community  in  which  they  lived,  many  of  them  helpful 
servants  of  country  and  king,  and  have  thus  handed  down  to  us  in  the  present 
the  desire  to  maintain  the  honour  of  an  undegrenerate  race. 


PART     I. 


EARLY     HISTORY     OF     THE     FAMILY     IN     DUNDEE. 

AN    ACCOUNT    OF    ITS    DIFFERENT    BRANCHES, 

ANTECEDENT    AND     COLLATERAL    TO     THAT 

OF     KINGENNIE. 


CONTENTS     OF     PART     I. 


Chapter  I. — James  Wedderbuen  in  Dundee,  and  his  descendants. 

Sect.  i. — James  Wedderburn  (m.  Janet  Barry).  His  sons  James,  John, 
Robert,  Henry,  and  Gilbert,  and  his  daughter  Elizabeth  ;  with 
an  account  of  the  descendants  of  his  two  youngest  sons,  showing 
their  male  line  to  be  extinct. 

Sect,  ii.- — His  three  eldest  sons,  authors  of  The  Glide  and  Godlie 
Ballates,  and  their  share  in  the  reformation  of  the  Scottish 
church.     His  second  son,  John  Wedderburn,  in  England. 

Sect.  iii. — His  third  son,  Robert  Wedderburn,  Vicar  of  Dundee.  His  claim 
to  the  authorship  of  The  Comjrtaynt  of  Scotland.  His 
descendants  in  Dundee  and  at  Burntisland.  His  male  line 
extinct. 

Sect.  iv. —  His  eldest  son,  James  Wedderburn,  and  his  descendants  in 
Dundee  and  in  Moravia.  His  grandson,  John  Wedderburn 
(m.  Margaret  Lindsay),  and  his  two  sous  (a)  John  Wedderburn, 
protomedicus  in  Moravia,  and  his  descendants  there  ;  (b)  James 
Wedderburn,  Bishop  of  Dunblane. 
1 
Chapter  II. — Walter   Wedderburn    in   Dundee,    and   his  descendants    there,    and 

in  Fife. 

His  son  David  Wedderburn  in  Welgait,  father  of  Alexander 
Wedderburn  of  Pittormie,  burgess  of  Cupar.  William  AVed- 
derburn,  minister  at  Pittenweem  and  in  Dundee.  James 
Wedderburn,  minister  of  Moonzie,  and  his  son  James,  also 
minister  there.  Andrew  Wedderburn,  minister  at  Liff,  and 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  minister  at  Forgan  and  later  at 
Kilmarnock,  co.  Ayr. 

Chapter  III. — David  Wedderburn  in  the  Murratgait  of  Dundee  and  his  descendants. 

His  son  David  Wedderburn  of  Craigie  (m.  Helen  Lawson)  and  his 
two  sons,  James  and  William,  with  an  account  of  their  families. 
Their  male  lines  extinct. 

Chapter  IV. — Robert  AVedderburn  (m.  Janet  Froster)  and  his  family,  other  than  his 
son  Robert,  progenitor  of  the  family  of  Kingennie.     (See  Part  II.) 

With  an  account  of  the  descendants  of  two  of  their  sous  : 
(i)  James  Wedderburn  (m.  Janet  Logan); 
(ii)  Alexander    AVedderburn,    elder    (m.    Isobell   Anderson), 
father  of  Richard  Wedderburn  of  Elsignor  in  Denmark, 
and  Patrick  Wedderburn  of  Dundee. 

Chapter  V. — Notices  of  Various  Persons,  chiefly  in  Dundee,  unidentified  in  the 
preceding  Chapters. 
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PART     I. 

Chapter    I. 

James  Wedderburn  in  Dundee,  and  his  Descendants. 

Sect.  I. — James  Wedderburn  (m.  Janet  Barry).     His  sons  James,  John,  Robert,  Henry,  and  ?|&rt 
Gilbert,  and  his  daughter  Elizabeth  ;  with  an  account  of  the  descendants  of  his  two 
youngest  sons,  showing  their  male  line  to  be  extinct.  (See  pedigree  at  p.  9. ) 

James  Wedderburn  [1450? — 1514]. 1  Although  we  are  able  to  trace  his 
descendants  through  several  generations,  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  his  own 
parentage  or  of  fixing  his  relationship  to  his  contemporaries  of  his  name  in  Dundee.  It 
is  from  him  that  Douglas  has  erroneously  endeavoured  to  trace  the  descent  of  the 
Kingennie  family.  The  Dundee  records,  however,  as  we  shall  see  later  on,  make  it  clear 
that  this  is  impossible,  and  that  the  Wedderburns  of  Kingennie  are  descended  from 
another  member  of  the  family,  contemporary  with,  and  no  doubt  nearly  related  to  this 
James.     (See  the  Introduction  and  post,  chap,  iv.) 

Looking  at  his  position  in  the  burgh  during  his  life,  at  the  ages  of  some  of  his 
children,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee  not  later  than  1517 
(D.L.B.  1,  3),  and  at  the  date  of  his  own  death,  1513-14  fEx.  R.  9),  we  may  fairlyassume 
James  Wedderburn  to  have  been  born  about  1450.  He  lived,  according  to  Calderwood's 
account  of  his  sons,  at  the  West  Kirk  style  in  Dundee,  where  both  as  burgess  and  as 
bailie2  he  was  a  prominent  merchant  and  active  citizen,  and,  in  addition,  was  for  some  years 
customar  of  the  burgh.3  His  name  occurs  first  in  May  1491,  when  there  are  two  decreets 
mentioning  James  Wedd'burn  or  of  Wedd'burn,  in  connection  with  some  mercantile  tran- 
sactions with  Norway  (R.A.D.  2, 3).  He  seems  to  have  been  customar  of  Dundee  between  1503 
and  1513,  and  it  is  one  of  the  entries  in  regard  to  this  office  which  fixes  approximately  the 
date  of  his  death,  as  on  18  July  1514  Jonet  Barry,  relict  of  James  Wedderburn,  renders 
an  account  for  part  of  the  year  1503.  (Ex.  R.  9.)  The  earliest  mention  of  him  in  the 
Dundee  records  is  dated  8  July  1497,  when,  together  with  David  and  Robert  Wedderburn, 
perhaps  his  brothers,  he  witnesses  a  resignation  (D  C.  1.)  Other  references  to  him  are  to 
be  found  in  1503,  when  his  land  in  North  Flukergait  is  named  as  a  boundary  (ib.2),  and 
in  1510  and  1513  when  he  acts  as  a  witness,  (ib.  4-6. )4  He  is  occasionally  named  in  the 
Dundee  records  after  his  death,5  e.g.,  28  Sept.  1521,  when  his  son  James,  "son  and  heir  of 
the  late  James  Wedderburn,"  is  returned  heir  to  his  father  in  some  annual  rents.  (D.P.B.  5.) 
The  lands  of  his  heirs  in  North  Flukergait  are  also  mentioned  9  Jan.  1528  (D.P.B.  24  a), 
as  well  as,  29  Nov.  1531,  some  land  in  S.  Margaret's  Close,  North  Marketgait,  of  which  his 
son  James  gets  sasiue,  apparently  as  his  father's  heir.  (D.P.H.  42.)  Another  entry  (ib.  17), 
dated  S  June  1527,  speaks  of  his  relict,  Janet  Barry,  and  his  daughter  Elizabeth,  as  agreeing 
to  confirm  certain  contracts  made  by  him,  no  doubt  in  regard  to  the  marriage  of  the  latter. 

1  Synopsis  of  references  :— S.W.  3  ;    D.C.  1,  2,  4-6  ;    D.L.B.  1,  3  ;    D.P.B.  5,  17,  24  a,  42  ;  D.B.R.  6a  ; 

Ex  R.  2-10;  R.P.S.  1;  R.A.D.  2,  3,  5  ;  Reg.  de  Pa.nm.ure;  Spalding  Club  Misc.;  and  Hist. 
MSS.  Rep.  1884. 

2  He  is  called  burgess  in  the  Register  of  the  Privy  Seal  (R.P.S.  1),  "quondam  burgensis  "  (Ex  R.  10). 

and  bailie  {ib.  3,  5,  7).  See  also  R.A.D.  5,  where,  23  Nov.  1503,  he  and  another  bailie,  and  James 
Serymgeour,  provost,  are  defenders  in  a  suit  ;  S.W.  3,  where,  28  Sept.  1506,  James  Wedderburn  is 
bailie  for  James  Serymgeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  and  the  Registrmn  dc  Panmure,  p.  274,  where, 
9  Feb.  150S,  James  Wedderburn,  "  burges  of  Dundee,"  witnesses  with  James  Ouchterlowny  of  that 
ilk  and  James  Serymgeour  a  charter  of  confirmation  by  Sir  Thomas  Maule  of  Panmure. 
:;  The  dates  at  which  he  so  acted  are  not  clear,  as  while  he  is  named  in  the  Exchequer  Rolls  as  so  acting 
1508-13,  and  his  relict  renders  an  account  in  respect  of  the  year  1503,  his  entry  upon  the  office  is 
said  to  have  taken  place  in  succession  to  James  Rollok  in  -April  1510,  and  he  had  a  commission  of  the 
customarship  under  the  Privy  Seal,  dated  30  July  1512.  (See  Ex  R.  2-10  and  R.P.S.  1.)  Either  he 
held  the  office  not  continuously  but  at  various  separate  times,  or  the  later  entries  refer  to  one  of 
the  three  James  Wedderburns,  living  in  Dundee  1500-24.     See  post  Chap,  iv,  Subsection  i,  note  1. 

4  He  is  probably  to  be  identified  with  (a)  James  Wedderburn,  burgess  of  Dundee,  in  whose  favour  Walter 

Strang  of  Petcorthie  granted  a  precept  of  sasine,  dated  at  Auchtirhous  15  May  1501,  for  infeftiug 
him  in  one  third  of  the  lands  of  Bawdowe,  in  the  regality  of  Kyrimuir  ;  sasine  being  given  27  Oct. 
See  Hist.  MSS.  Report  (1884),  ix.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  1896,  Elphiustone  of  Carberry  Papers,  among  which  is  this 
precept,  with  "  seals  attached,"  including,  presumably,  that  of  the  grantee.  (6)  James  Wedderburn 
of  Dundee,  named  as  a  creditor  in  the  will  of  John  Erskine  of  Dun,  15  Aug.  1513  (Spalding  Club 
Misc.  1849,  vol.  iv.,  p.  15). 

5  See  also  the  mention  of  James,  son  and  heir  of  James  Wedderburn  (though  not  called  deceased)  on 

16  April  1521.  (D.B.R.  6  a.) 
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Part  I.  By  his  wife  Janet  Barry,  who  survived  him  some  years,  but  the  date  of  whose  death 

Chap.  i.  ^  nQt  kn0WI1]i  James  .Wedderburn  had  issue  five  sons,  of  whom  the  three  eldest  were 
remarkable  among  the  early  Scotch  reformers,  and  at  least  one  daughter  : — 

1.  James,  see  post,  sect,  iv,  pp.  22-41.  \ 

2.  John,  see  post,  sect,  ii,  pp.  14-15.  Calderwood  (post  pp.  10-11 )  ouly  names  the  first  three 

•j     -d„^„»,+    „„„  „,™t    .„„f   ;;;   ™->    If!  ■">•>  I         of  these  brothers  and  calls  Robert  the  "youngest 

■J.  Robert,  see  post,  sect,  ni,  pp.  io-.s.s.  *-       ,      ,      .. ,      .    .     .        ,       ,                ■>       p 

ii  brother,    but  it  is  clear  that  there  were  two  other 

4.  Henry,  see  below.  brothers,  apparently  still  younger. 

5.  Gilbert,  see  post,  p.  7  ;  and 

Elizabeth  "Wedderburn  m.  Robert  Ferquhar.2  She  is  named,  as  stated  above, 
8  July  1527  (D.P.B.  17),  both  as  her  father's  daughter  and  her  husband's  relict, 
when  she  and  her  mother  agree  to  confirm  all  contracts  made  between  the  late 
James  Wedderburn  and  Andrew  Eerquhar,  burgess  of  Montrose,  who  was,  perhaps, 
her  father-in-law.  It  is  possible  that  she  married  a  second  and  even  a  third  time,  as 
there  is  a  mention  (D.P.B.  53)  of  an  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  wife  of  Gilbert  Blair, 
named.  7  Nov.  1534,  as  acquiring  part  of  Bawmyll,  co.  Perth,  while  many  years 
later,  18  Nov.  1562,  we  read  of  an  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  wife  and,  13  Oct.  1563, 
widow  of  Andrew  Watson  (D.B.R.  1 1 9,  132)  with  one  or  both  of  whom  the  daughter  of 
James  Wedderburn  may  be  identical.     But  these  suggestions  are  purely  speculative.3 

Henry  "Wedderburn  [1505  1— 1550  ?],4  sou  of  James  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Barry. 
His  parentage  is  established  by  an  entry  in  the  Lord  Treasurer's  accounts  for  1538-39  record- 
ing the  receipt  of  "  forty  shillings  as  the  composition  for  the  escheat  of  the  goods  of  John 
Wedderburn,  convicted  of  heresy,  granted  in  favour  of  Henry  Wedderburn,  his  brother."3 
He  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  16  Oct.  1523  (D.L  B.  7.),  and  was  on  assize,  5  May 
1523  (D.B.R.  21  b).  On  9  May  1528  (D.P.B.  26)  he  acquired  some  land  in  North  Murray- 
gait,  which  he  settled  17  July  following  on  Marion  Lawsone,  "  his  apparent  spouse." 
(ib.  2!)  b.)  This  marriage  would  seem  not  to  have  taken  place,  or,  if  it  did,  to  have  been 
soon  followed  by  the  death  of  the-  wife  and  the  re-marriage  of  the  husband,  as  less  than  a 
year  later,  25  Jan.  1529,  Henry  is  named  with  his  wife,  Matilda  Carncros,  as  getting 
sasine  of  some  common  land  (ib.  31a), °  while  14  March  1531  he  settles,  with  her  consent, 
certain  properties  in  Dundee  on  their  three  sons,  Henry,  Robert,  and  John  Wedderburn 
(ib.  35).  All  these  sons  must  have  died  very  young,  as  on  their  father's  death  his  daughters, 
Janet  and  Margaret,  were  clearly  his  heirs.  He  is  also  mentioned  as  a  witness  in  1528, 
1531,  and  1537  (ib.  27,  29  a,  30  b,  40  ;  D.C.  18),  as  well  as  in  a  charter,  dated  2  Jan.  1539' 
confirmed  under  the  Great  Seal  (G.S.R.  28),  and  in  a  judgment  in  his  favour  by  the 
official  of  S.  Andrew's,  dated  20  April  1542.  (Rec.  Test.  post.  vol.  ii.,  p.  483,  note  1  b.) 
The  date  of  his  death  is  not  ascertained,  but  it  was  before  1551  (D.B.R.  29  b,  30). 7 

1  Quffire  ?  Is  she  to  be  identified  with  the  Janet  Barry,  mother  of  Michael  Baldovy,  of  Montrose,  named 
3  Feb.  1542  (li.A.D.  8).     If  so,  she  must  have  remarried  after  the  death  of  James  Wedderburn. 

-  J.W.  in  his  MS.  gives  a  brief  account  of  James  Wedderburn  thus:  "  merchant  and  burgess  of  Dundee  circ. 
1413  ;  left  issue  a  son  David  and  it  is  believed  a  daughter  Elizabeth."  whom  he  assumes  to  be 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  Robert  Murray,  named  as  "  ex  antiqua  Wedderburnorum  familia  oriunda  "  in 
one  of  the  '"  most  ancient  epitaphs  "  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee.  Although  it  would  have  been 
interesting  to  find  a  daughter  of  the  name  boasting  the  antiquity  of  her  father's  house  as  early  as 
1450,  the  facts  are  conclusive  against  this  suggestion.  James  Wedderburn,  as  we  have  seen,  was 
certainly  not  born  in  1413,  and  though  he  had  a  daughter  Elizabeth  she  was  dead  long  before  the 
birth  of  the  wife  of  Robert  Murray.  The  epitaph  referred  to  is  not  one  of  the  most  ancient  in  the 
Howff,  the  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  named  on  it  being  the  daughter  of  a  grandson  of  James  Wedder- 
burn (see  post  pp.  20-21),  and  the  date  of  the  monument  cannot  be  earlier  than  1634,  the  year  of  Robert 
Murray's  death.  It  may  be  added  that  J.  W.  is  equally  in  error  in  assigning  to  James  Wedderburn 
a  son  of  the  name  of  David,  as  he  had  no  son  of  that  name. 

3  It  is  probable  that  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  had  sisters,  and  the  Dundee  Records  provide  particulars  of 

several  individuals  who  may  well  be  such.  Unfortunately,  however,  there  is  no  evidence  of  their 
parentage,  and  their  place  in  the  family  is  thus  left  in  doubt.     See  post  Chap.  v. 

4  Synopsis  of  References.      D.C  18 ;_  D.L.B.  7  ;  D.P.B.  26,  27,  29  a  6,  30  6,  31  a  b,  35,  40,  47  (4  Nov. 

1532,  decree),  49  (7  Dec.  1532,  his  Murraygait  lands  named  as  a  boundary),  50,  63,  107  ;  D.B.R.  21  b 
29  b,  30  ;  G.Stt.  28  ;  Kec.  Test,  note  16.     See  also  Reg.  Epis.  Breck.  cited  below. 

5  Cited  in  Laing's  Guile  and  Oodiie  BaUates,  ed.  1S68,  pref.  xix. ;  Maxwell's  Old  Dundee,  p.  6$  n,  and  Maclaren's 

ed.  (1374)  of  Thomson's  Hist,  of  Dundee,  p.  47. 

6  He  obtained  a  license  from  the  bailies  5  March  1529,  to  erect  buildings  on  this  land  with  windows  over- 

looking the  parish  church  (ib.  316). 

7  There  are  some  minor  references  to  him  in  the  Dundee  Records  and  elsewhere,  thus,  1532  Dec.  7  his 

lands  are  named  as  bounding  those  of  David  Wedderburn,  elder  (Reg.  Bpisc.  Breck,  p.  184-85, 
Bannatyne  ed..  Aberdeen,  1856),  and  1533  May  17,  he  and  his  cousin  (consanguiueus)  David 
Wedderburn,  elder,  settle  the  boundaries  of  their  adjacent  lands  in  the  Murraygait  (D.P.B.  50). 
See  also  D.P.B.  63  (where  lauds  in  the  Eastfield  of  Dudop  are  named  as  once  his)  and  107. 
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By  his  wife,  Matilda  Carncros,  who  survived  him  and  married,  secondly,  Robert  Part  I. 
Andersonof  !  >imdee,he  hadissue,inadditiontothethreesonsalreadynamed,  two  daughters: —  CnaP-  r- 
1.  Janet  Wedderburn    m,    Thomas   Nicholl,    shipmaster.     She  is  named  with  her      , 
husband  13-27  Oct.  1551,  when  Mr.  Robert  Wedderburn  and  Gilbert  Wedderburn, 
two  of  her  uncles,  act  as  her  procurators  (D.B.R.  29  //),  and  again  on  5  Nov.  in  that 
year,  when  her  stepfather,  Robert  Anderson,  renounces  for  himself  and  his  wife  all 
claim  to  the  Murraygait  lands  of  the  late  Henry  Wedderburn  in  favour  of  Janet  and 
Margaret  Wedderburn,  his  wife's  daughters  (ib.  30).     There  is  a  decree  in  her  favour 
and  in  that  of  her  sister  Margaret  '-'2  Feb.  1552  (ib.  33).     Her  husband  died  before 
28  April,  31  Oct.  1564,  when  there  are  resignations  of  North  Murraygait  and  North 
Cowgait  lands  bv  "Thomas  Nicholl,  son  and  hair  of  the  late  Thomas  Nicholl  and 
Janet  Wedderburn,  his  relict"  (D.P.B.  116.  118).     She  was  living  17  March  1570 
(ib.  147),  but  died  before  18  July  1587  when  her  son  is  entered  in  an  annual  rent  as 
her  heir  (ib.  257).     She  is  once  more  named  31  Oct.  1588,  when  the  bailie  goes  to  the 
North  Murraygait  land  of  the  late  Henry  AVedderburn  and  enters  in  half  of  it  Thomas 
Nicoll  as  son  and  heir  of  the  late  Janet  Wedderburn,  pursuant  to  a  letter  of  demis- 
sion made  between  her  and  the  late  Margaret  Wedderburn,  her  sister  (ib.  273). 
2.  Margaret  Wedderburn  in.  Thomas  Davidsoun,  skipper.     See  above  s.  the  account 
of  her  sister.     She  was  unmarried  22  Feb.  1552  (D.B.R.  33),  but  married  some 
years  before    26  March  1561,    as  she  is  then  named  with    her  husband   and    is 
designed    "daughter   and    one   of    the  heirs   of    the   late    Henry    Wedderburn" 
(D.P.B.  1 11),  while  on  6  Oct.  1562  she  is  mentioned  asdeceased,  her  three  daughters, 
Isobell,  Elizabeth,  and  Lucy  Davidsoun  being  cognosced  her  heirs  (D.B.R.  117). 

Gilbert  Wedderburn1  [1510? — 1559]  son  of  James  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Barry, 
was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee  as  "  the  son  of  James  AVedderburn  "  in  1 537  (D.L.B.  14). 
He,  like  his  elder  brothers,  seems  to  have  been  of  a  reforming  spirit,  as  12  July  1538  he  is 
named,  among  others,  as  lately  accused  of  heresy  (R.A.D.  7)  and  his  lands  and  goods  were 
escheated  for  a  time.  Thus,  on  8  Sept.,  in  that  year  he  obtained  a  gift  under  the  Privy  Seal  of 
his  lands  and  goods  "in  the  King's  hands  through  his  being  convicted  of  heresy."2  (R.P.S.  5.) 
That  his  religious  tendencies  were  not  his  only  sources  of  trouble  is  shown  by  three  other 
mentions  of  him  in  the  Privy  Seal  Register.  Thus,  16  April  1543,  his  goods  are  again 
escheated  through  his  "  being  at  the  horn  for  the  slaughter  of  David  Rollok,"  one  of  his 
co-burgesses.3  Forthis  act  "committed  on  old  feud  and  forethought  felony,  "he  got  a  remission 
6  April  1545,  but  meanwhile  seems  to  have  taken  part  in  the  death  of  another  member  of  the 
Rollok  family,  George  Rollok,  instead  of  going  to  the  wars,  as,  6  June  1544,  he  got  another 
remission  for  "remaining  at  home  and  absenting  himself  from  the  army"  and  for  art 
and  part  in  the  murder  of  George  Rollok  of  Dundee  (R.P.S.  9,  14,  16).  Neither 
his  conviction  for  heresy  nor  his  "  being  at  the  horn "  for  .homicide  seem  to  have 
mattered  much  to  him,  as  we  read  of  him  a  few  years  later  as  trading  in  Leith.  In 
1550  (Sept  23)  Gilbert  AVedderburn  of  Leith  gets  from  the  Earl  of  Arran  a  letter  of  safe 
conduct,  addressed  to  Edward  VI,  to  enable  him  and  others  to  pass  with  a  ship  to  London  to 
buy  merchandize  (S.P.  8).  He  is  occasionally  named  in  the  Dundee  Records,  e.g.,  13  Oct. 
1551,  as  procurator  to  his  niece  Janet;  27  July  1552  as  having  for  some  reason  "tint" 
his  freedom;  2  Aug.  1553  as  constituting  James  Lovell  and  others  his  procurators  in  Dun- 
dee (D.B.R.  43  d)  and  17  Jan.,  26  Feb.  1554  he  and  John  Wedderburn,  indwellers  in  Leith,4 
are  mentioned  as  creditors  of  one  Richard  Corbe  of  Dundee  (ib.  29,  37,  49,  52).  He  seems 
to  have  been  living  4  June  1559,  as  in  the  will  of  David  Wedderburn  in  Murraygait  of  that 
date  (D.P.B.  95),  there  is  a  reference  to  a  payment  by  Gilbert,  though  no  surname  is  added,0 

1  Synopsis  of  References.  D.L.B   14  ;  D.P.B.  95,  98, 123,  126  ;  D.B.R.  29,  37, 43  d,  49,  52  ;  R.P.S.  5.  9, 14, 

16  ;  R.A.D.  7,  51,  59  ;  S.P.  8. 

2  So  in  the  Lord  Treasurer's  Accounts  1537-38,  is  "  Item  :  the  full  composition  of  the  escheat  of  the  goods 

of  Gilbert  Wedderburn  and  John  Paterson,  burgesses  of  Dundee,  belonging  to  the  Crown  and  sold 
because  they  were  convicted  by  the  Courts  of  the  Church  of  heretical  offences.''  (Cited  in  Maclaren's 
ed.  of  Thomson's  Hist  of  Dundee,  1874,  p.  47.) 

3  The  slaughter  of  David  Rollok  would  seem  to  have  been  a  family  affair.     David  Wedderburn  of  Craigie 

and  the  Murraygait,  James  Wedderburn  (m.  Janet  Logan)  and  his  son  Robert  are  all  also  named  in 
the  Register  of  the  Privy  Seal  as  having  taken  part  in  it,  though  Gilbert  Wedderburn  alone  is  concerned 
in  that  of  George.  (R.P.S.  8,  9,  10-14.  16.) 

4  In  an  entry  of  17  Jan.  1554  (D.B.R.  49)  Gilbert  and  John  are  described  as  "  brether,"  indwellers  in 

Leith,  but  the  word  "brether"  is  erased,  and  the  John  Wedderburn  is  more  probably  the  son  of 
Gilbert's  elder  brother  James.     John  Wedderburn,  his  brother,  was  at  this  time  an  exile  in  England. 

5  I  have  omitted  to  add  this  reference  to  him  in  my  note  of  the  document  in  vol.  ii.  (D.P.B.  95.) 
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Part  I.    but  he  must  have  died  soon  after,  as  28  Nov.  1559,  John  Wedderburn,  bailie,  no  doubt 
cnap.  I.  ^e  gon  0f  jjjg  ejjgj.  brother  James,  apprentices  to  one  Thomas  Ramsay,  a  goldsmith,  John, 
son  of  the  late  Gilbert  Wedderburn,  indweller  in  Leith.  (D.P.B.  98.) 

He  married  Isobell  Dykesoun,  and  with  her  got  a  charter  of  a  house  in  Leith 
14  April  1553  (R.A.D.  59).  By  her,  who  survived  him,  and  married  secondly,  before 
19  July  1563,  John  Brown  (D.P.B.  123),  he  had  issue  three  sons  : — 

1.  Henry  Wedderburn  [1540? — 1580?].  He  is  four  times  mentioned  in  the 
Dundee  Records,  viz. : — («.)  28  May  1566,  when  Henry  Wedderburn,  son  and  heir  to  the 
late  Gilbert  Wedderburn,  indweller  in  Leith.  inherits  the  Vicar  of  Dundee's  Croft,  and 
5  June  assigns  it  to  David  Cockburn  (D.P.  B.  126);  (ft.)  18  Jan.  1569,  witness  (D.P.B.  73); 
(c.)  7  Dec.  1569,  when  he  is  named  with  his  brother  Thomas  as  one  of  the  nearest  of 
kin  on  the  father's  side  to  James,  son  of  John  Wedderburn  and  Agnes  Hoppringle 
(D.B.R.  182;  ;  and  (d.)  15-17  March  1570,  as  son  and  heir  of  the  late  Gilbert,  burgess 
in  Leith,  when  he  gives  up  his  right  as  cousin  and  nearest  agnate  to  the  tutorie  of 
John,  son  of  the  late  John  Wedderburn.  (D.B.R.  185.) 

He  is,  I  think,  to  be  identified  with  a  Captain  Wedderburn  who  is  occasionally 
named  in  the  chronicles  of  the  time,  and,  if  so,  his  profession  might  account  for  his 
relinquishment  of  the  above-named  tutorie.  He  was  present  at  the  capture  of 
Dumbarton  Castle  on  2  April  1571,  and  Holinshed  records  that  there  "entered  first 
one  Alexander  Ramsie,  ensigne  bearer  to  Captain  Crawfurd  (of  Jordanhill)  and  leipino- 
over  the  wall  was  streight  waies  assailed  by  thrie  of  the  watchmen,  of  the  which  he 
slew  one,  and  a  souldier  named  Wederborne  that  followed  him,  being  the  second  that 
entered,  slew  another  of  them."  (Holinshed's  Chron.,  v.  649,  4to.,  Lond.  1808.)  His 
name  occurs  again  in  an  "  Inventare  of  the  munitione  within  the  Castell  of  Dum- 
bartone,  &c,"  at  the  time  of  the  capture,  among  the  items  in  which  are  "  XVIII. 
calleveris  (muskets)  ...  anegeivin  toflarie  Wedderburn,  ane  utherto  George  Dundas." 
(See  Bamiaty7ie's  Journal,  p.  120,  and  The  Lennox  by  Sir  Wm.  Fraser,  i.  106.)  The 
Captain  Wedderburn  mentioned  by  Spotswood  and  others  as  present  at  the  battle  of 
Crabstone,  near  Aberdeen,  in  Nov.  1571,  is,  no  doubt,  this  Harie  or  Henry  Wed- 
derburn,1 and  his  identification  with  the  son  of  Gilbert  Wedderburn,  though  somewhat 
speculative,  is  favoured  by  the  fact  that  he  was  connected  by  marriage  with  Captain 
Crawfurd  of  Jordanhill.  (See  below  s.  his  brother  Thomas.)  The  date  of  his  death  is 
not  known,  but  that  he  died  either  without  issue  or  without  any  who  carried  on  his 
male  line  is  clear  from  a  later  (1612)  mention  of  his  niece  Agnes  as  the  heir  of  her 
grandfather  Gilbert.  (R.A.D.  59.)2 

1  "  About  the  8  or  9  day  of  November  1571   Captane  Chisrne,  sent  by  the  Regent  Marr,  went  with  his 

band  of  ane  hundreth  men  out  of  Leyth  to  pass  to  the  North,  and  eftir  come  to  Dundie,  whair 
Captain  Wedderburne  tuke  up  ane  uther  band  'of  100  footmen,  Spotswood)  when  a]  together  with 
certane  horsemen,  under  Alexander  Campbellis  charge,  past  forwart  to  the  North  and  met  with  the 
Maister  of  Forbes  '  in  arms  for  King  James  opposed  to  tire  Gordons  arrayed  for  Queen  Mary  under 
the  gallant  Sir  Adam  Gordon,  brother  to  Huntley.  In  the  battle  of  Crabstone,  near  Aberdeen, 
20  Nov.,  the  King's  party  were  defeated  with  the  loss  of  Captain  Chisme  and  fifteen  gentlemen,  and 
nearly  two  hundred  wounded."  See  Sir  Thomas  Urquhart's  Works,  Scot's  Lib.,  p.  544  ;  Bannatyne'  s 
Journal,  1806,  pp.  303-4  ;  Sir  R.  Gordon's  Sutherland,  1813,  p.  166  ;  Ker  Porter's  Travels  ;  Holinshed 
v.  663  ;  Pitscottie,  ii,  574  and  Spotswond's  Church  History  i,  259. 

2  J.  W.  in  both  his  printed  memoir  and  his  MS.  gets  into  much  confusion  over  this  individual.     In  his 

printed  memoir  (pp.  7-8)  he  makes  him  a  son  of  John  Wedderburn  (son  of  James  Wedderburn  and 
Janet  Forrester)  and  describes  him  as  "  James,  who  was  bred  to  arms,  and  was  a  Colonel  in  the  French 
service  in  the  year  1571,  when  he  brought  over  a  hundred  men  to  the  siege  of  Leith  and  returned  to 
the  continent  on  the  restoration  of  peace.  His  subsequent  fate  is  uncertain.  He  may  possibly  have 
settled  in  France  and  left  descendants,  an  idea  which  suggested,  itself  on  finding,  in  1822,  on  the  field 
of  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  in  Ireland,  a  signet  ring  impressed  with  the  Wedderburn  arms,  the 
initial  letters  J.W.,  and  the  date  1580,  which  may  have  been  lost  on  the  field  by  a  descendant  of 
Colonel  Wedderburn 's  among  the  French  auxiliaries  in  King  James'  service.  But  then  we  cannot 
prove  the  ring  to  have  originally  belonged  to  the  Colonel,  nor  can  we  prove  his  marriage,  nor  settle- 
ment in  France  after  1571.  It  is  perhaps  equally  probable  that  he  transferred  his  services  to  Sweden 
and  died  is  the  Swedish  army  for  in  the  Cathedral  of  Abo,  the  capital  of  Swedish  Finland,  there  is  a 
monument  erected  about  two  centuries  since  to  the  memory  of  General  Wedderburn,  a  Scot."  In  his 
MS.  he  makes  him  a  younger  son  of  David  Wedderburn  and  Helen  Lawson  and  says  that  he  "  served 
in  the  German  Wars,  and  in  1570-71  returned  to  his  own  country  with  a  body  of  mercenaries." 
He  then  asserts  as  a  fact  that  Captain  or  Colonel  Wedderburn  "retired  to  the  continent,  attained 
the  rank  of  a  General  Officer  in  the  service  of  Sweden,  and  was  buried  in  the  Cathedral  at  Abo, 
where  a  monument  was  erected  to  his  memorie,"  and  finally,  though  making  no  mention  of  anv 
marriage,  he  assigns  to  him  as  his  daughter  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  (wife  of  Alexander  Blyth)  who 
died  aged  78  in  1643  and  was  buried  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee.  Having  at  first  conjectured  that  his 
name  was  James  or  John  on  the  sole  authority  of  the  above-mentioned  ring  and  remarked  that 
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2.  Thomas  Wedderburn  [1542  1 — 1574],  second  son  of  Gilbert  Wedderburn.  Part  i. 
He  is  first  named  6  March  1563  when  he,  "son  of  umquhile  Gilbert  Wedderburn,"  chaP-  r- 
revokes  his  minority  acts,  especially  "  the  allegit  compt  he  maid  with  Johnne  Broun, 
his  father-in-law  (i.e.,  stepfather)  anent  the  biggin  and  reparation  of  his  house  in  Leith." 
(D.B.R.  129.)  He  is  named  again  14  Jan.,  12,  15  March  1568  (ib.  156  a,  158  c,  d) 
and  on  22  Oct.  in  that  year  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  as  the  "son  of  Gilbert." 
(D.L.B.  21.)  He  was  living  7  Dec.  1569  when  he  is  named  with  his  brother  Henry 
as  father's  kin  to  James  (son  of  John)  Wedderburn  (D.B.R.  182)  but  died  about 
Aug.  1 574.  This  is  shewn  by  his  will,  given  up  by  him  at  Leith  1 3  Aug,  in  that  year, 
and  confirmed  at  Edinburgh  29  March  1575.  (Edin.  Test.  1.)  In  the  confirmation 
he  is  designed  "  son  of  the  late  Gilbert  AVedderburn,  burgess  of  Dundee  "  and  the 
date  of  his  death  is  given  as  Aug.  1574.1  Agnes  Crawfurd.  his  relict,  is  executrix, 
and  Agnes  Wedderburn,  then  a  minor,  his  only  daughter,  is  named.  Captain 
Crawfurd  of  Jordanhill  is  also  mentioned. 

By  his  wife  Agnes  Crawfurd,  who  survived  him,  he  left  issue  an  only  child. 
Agnes,  who  m.  Abakuk  Bisset,  writer.2  She  is  twice  named  as  oy  and  heir 
served  and  seized  to  the  late  Gilbert  Wedderburn,  indweller  in  Leith,  and 
seems  to  have  had  litigation  with  William  Broun,  perhaps  her  uterine 
brother,  and  also  a  suit  in  regard  to  her  grandfather's  house  in  Leith, 
1609-12.  (R  A.D.  51,  59.)  She  was  living  a  widow  8  July  1636  when  her 
two  daughters  Elizabeth  and  Christian  Bisset3  ratify  a  disposition  of  houses 
in  Aberdeen  made  by  them  and  their  mother  "Agnes  Wedderburn,  relict 
of  umquhill  Abakuk  Bisset,  writer  to  His  Majesty's  signet."  (D.B.R.  437.) 


3.  John  Wedderburn  [1545  1— 1560  J],  third  sou  of  Gilbert  Wedderburn,  is 
named  but  once,  28  Nov.  1559,  when,  after  his  father's  death,  he  is  apprenticed  to 
Thomas  Ramsay  (D.P.B.  98).     Probably  he  died  young. 

Tabular  Pedigree  of  the  account  given  in  the  foregoing  section. 


Authors  of  the  "  Qude  and  Godlie  Ballates." 


James  of  Wedderburn,  at  the  West  Kirk=j=  Janet  Barry,  sur- 
Style,  Dundee.     Died  e.  1513-14.  |  vived  her  husband. 


JamesWed- 
derburn. 


I 


See  post 
Sect,  iv., 
pp.  22-41. 


John  Wedder- 
burn, convic- 
ted of  heresv, 
1539.  Fled  to 
England  1546. 
Died  there 
1556.  See 
postpp.14-15. 


Robert 
Wedder- 
burn. 

z 

See  post 
Sect,  iii., 
pp.16-22. 


Henry: 
Wedder- 
burn, 
burgess 
of  Dun- 
dee 1523. 


'Matilda 
Cam- 
eras, m. 
2  Robert 
Anderson. 


Gilbert  Wed-= 
derburn, bur- 
gess of  Dun- 
dee, 1537, 
lived  in 
Leith.  Died 
1559. 


f^Isobell 
Dyke- 
soun, 
m.  2 
John 
Brown. 


I 1 1 

Henry.    Robert.     John. 

All  diedyoung, their 
sisters  being  always 
named  as  their  fa- 
ther's heirs. 


Janet= 
died  c. 
1587. 


=Thomas 
Nichol. 


Mar-=Thomas 
garet,     David-  ■ 
died       son. 
1561- 
62. 


HenryWedder 
burn,  an  officer 
in  the  army. 
At  the  sieges  of 
Leith  &  Dum- 
barton Castle. 


1 

Thomas=j=  Agues 
Wedder     Craw- 
burn,  furd. 
Died  at 
Leilh 
1574. 


Elizabeth  m.  Ro- 
bert Ferquhar. 
He  died  before 
June  1527,  and 
she  (?)  married,  2, 
Gilbert  Blair  ;  3, 
Andrew  Watson. 

1 

John 
Wedder- 
burn, 
living 
1559. 
Died 
young. 


Agnes,  named  "oy  and  heir"  of  her  grandfather 
Gilbert  ;  m.  Abakuk  Bisset,  W.S.     Living  1636. 

"  some  say  he  left  descendants  abroad  and  that  one  of  them  called  the  '  Knight  of  Aries  '  was  among 
King  James'  troops  and  was  slain  at  the  Boyne,"  he,  on  discovering  the  Harie  Wedderburn  at 
Dumbarton  Castle,  adds  a  later  note  in  which  he  throws  over  his  previous  theories.  So  far  from 
there  being  any  evidence  of  Henry  Wedderburn  having  left  any  children  the  probability  is  the  other 
way,  and  there  is  no  evidence  whatever  that  he  was  father  to  the  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  who  m.  Alex- 
ander Blyth.  (See  post  chap,  v.)  As  to  the  monument  at  Abo,  none  such  exists  to  a  Wedderburn, 
though  there  is  one  to  a  General  Cockburn  (d.  1621)  ;  and,  though  it  is  said  that  a  General  Wedderburn 
distinguished  in  the  service  of  Sweden  (17th  century!  is  buried  there,  he  is  James,  son  of  David 
Wedderburn  of  the  Compt  Buik,  and  was  not  born  till  1601.     (See  J.  W  's  Papers,  No.  106,  108.) 

1  An  entry  in  the  Privy  Council  Register,  1579  Sept.  1,  of  a  caution  by  David  Lindsay  of  Edzell  for  the 
appearance  of  Thomas  Wedderburn  before  the  Council  on  Sept.  5  (R.P.C.  11)  cannot,  therefore,  refer 
to  him,  and  as  I  have  no  other  record  of  any  such  Thomas,  I  question  whether  there  is  not  some 
error  as  regards  the  name. 

-  "  Habakkuk  Bisset,  Reputed  author  of  Ane  Short  form  of  Process,  1609.  Clerk  to  Sir  John  Skene,  Lord 
Clerk  Register.  Suspended  for  having  no  gown  9  March  1610.  Was  one  of  the  greatest  oddities  of 
his  time."     {History  of  the  Writers  to  the  Signet,  Edin   1890.) 

3  They  are  described  in  this  entry  as  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Thomas  Fyiff,  notary  burgess  of  Dundee,  and 
Christian,  wife  of  William  Bissett  in  Steanehyve  (Stoneliaven)) 

C 
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Part  I.     Sect.  II. — His  three  eldest  sons,  authors  of  "  The  Gude  and  Godlie  Ballates,"  and  their  share 
chap.  i.      i>n  t^e  rejormiliion  of  the  Scottish  Church.     His  second  son  John  Wedderhurn  in  England. 

No  historj'  of  the  Wedderburns  would  be  complete  without  an  account  of  the  share 
taken  by  James,  John,  and  Robert,  the  three  elder  sons  of  James  Wedderhurn,  in  the 
reformation  of  the  Scottish  Church,  a  work  which,  long  obscured  by  time,  has  been  of  late 
again  brought  into  prominence  by  several  writers  on  church  history  and  Scottish  literature.1 
I  propose,  therefore,  in  this  section  to  collect  together  what  is  known  of  the  work  of  these 
three  brothers,  and  to  give  an  account  of  the  second  of  them,  John,  who  seems  to  have 
been  the  chief  contributor  to  the  collection  of  "  sangis  "  which  has  come  down  to  us 
from  them.  With  the  private  life  of  the  other  two  brothers,  James  and  Robert,  both  of 
whom  left  descendants,  and  with  the  claim  of  Robert  to  be  the  sole  author  of  another 
remarkable  work,  I  shall  deal  in  the  remaining  sections  of  this  chapter. 

The  chief,  almost  the  only,  authority  for  the  history  of  the  work  of  the  Wedderburns 
consists  of  an  interesting  passage  from  David  Calderwood's  History  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland, 
which  has  been  aptly  termed  "  the  great  quarry  for  information  on  the  ecclesiastical  history 
of  Scotland,"2  from  the  time  of  Mr.  Patrick  Hamilton  down  to  the  death  of  James  VI. 
Writing  in  about  the  year  1625-30,  he  says3 : — 

"  This  y eere  ( 1 540)  James  Wedderburne,  eldestsonne  to  James  Wedderburne,  merchant 
at  Dundie,  called  James  Wedderburne  at  the  WTest  Kirk  Style,  was  delated  to  the  King, 
and  letters  of  captioun  directed  to  take  him.  He  departed  secreetlie  to  France  and  remained 
at  Rowan  (Rouen)  and  Deep  (Dieppe)  till  he  deceased.  He  had  been  brought  up  in  Sanct 
Leonard's  Colledge  in  his  youth  in  the  time  of  the  governement  of  Johne,  Duke  of  Albanie, 
and  was  reasonablie  weill  instructed  in  philosophie  and  humanitie.  Thereafter  he  went  to 
France  where  he  played  the  merchant.  After  his  returne,  lie  was  instructed  in  religioun  by 
James  Hewat,  a  Blacke  frier  at  Dundie.  He  confirmed  the  doctrine  which  the  other  had 
receaved  in  his  youth,  in  St.  Leonard's  Colledge,  under  Mr.  Gawin  Logie.  This  James  had  a 
good  gift  of  poesie,  and  made  diverse  comedeis  and  tragedeis  in  the  Scotish  tongue,4  wherein 
he  nipped  the  abusses  and  superstitioun  of  the  time.  He  composed  in  form  of  a  tragedie 
the  beheading  of  Johne  the  Baptist,  which  was  acted  at  the  West  Port  of  Dundie,  wherein 
he  carped  roughly  the  abusses  and  corruptiouns  of  the  Papists.  He  compiled  the  Historie 
of  Dyonisius  the  Tyranne,  in  forme  of  a  comedie  which  was  acted  in  the  play-feild  of  the  said 
burgh,  wherin  he  likewise  nipped  the  Papists.  He  counterfooted  also  the  conjuring  of  a 
ghaist,  which  was  indeed  practised  by  Frier  Laing,  beside  Kingorne,  which  Frier  Laing  had 
beene  Confessor  to  the  King.     But  after  this  conjuring  the  King  was  constrained  for  shame, 

1  See  Professor  Mitchell's  The  Wedderburns  and  their  Work  (1867).   Mr.   Laing's  edition  of  the  Gude  and 

Godlie  Ballates  (1868),  and  Mr.  Maxwell's  Old  Dundee. 
-  See  the  National  Diet,  of  Biography,  s.  Calderwood.     He  lived  1575 — 1650,  and  wrote  his  famous  history 

in  the  latter  part  of  his  life.     The  MS.  of  it  is  now  partly  in  the  British  Museum  and  partly  in  the 

Advocates'  Library  at  Edinburgh.     An  edition  of  it  in  eight  vols,  was  published  by  the  Wodrow 

Society  in  1842-49. 

3  This  account  of  the  three  Wedderburns  given  by  Calderwood  is  repeated  more  briefly  in  a  MS.  fragment 

of  a  History  of  the  Church  in  Scotland  1539-58,  in  the  possession  of  Henry  Scrymgeour  Wedderburn 
at  Birkhill.  The  MS.,  of  which  the  first  twenty-two  pages  are  missing,  is  written  in  the  style  of 
1560-90,  and  is  compiled,  no  doubt,  either  from  Calderwood  or  Knox,  or  from  their  sources.  The 
passage  runs  thus  : — 

"  This  zeir  1540  James  Wedderburne,  eldest  soune  to  James  Wedderburne,  merchant  at  Dundie, 
understanding  that  letters  of  caption  were  direct  furth  to  tak  him, 
The  Wedderburnes  of  ^  depairted  out  of  the  countreye  secretlie  unto  france  wher  he  played 
Dundie  persecuted.  )  the  merchant.  When  he  returned  he  wes  farther  instructed  and 
confirmed  in  religion  be  James  Hewat,  a  black  frier  at  Dundie.  His 
first  grounds  he  receaved  in  Sanct  Leonard's  Colledge  under  Maister  Gawen  Logie.  He  had  a 
good  gift  of  poesie  and  maid  manie  commodies  and  tragedies  wherein  he  nipped  the  abuses  and 
corruptione  of  the  tyme.  He  counterfuted  also  the  conjuring  of  a  ghaist,  which  wes  indeed 
practised  be  frier  Laing  besyd  Kinghorne.  That  frier  had  beene  the  King's  confessor,  but  after 
the  conjuring  the  King  was  (ashamed  ?)  to  reteaue  him  any  longer.  Maister  Johne  Wedderburne, 
brother  to  James  Wedderburne,  brought  up  also  in  the  course  of  philosophie  be  Gawen  Logie, 
wes  persuaded  be  his  freinds  against  the  heart  to  tak  on  the  order  of  priesthood  bot  soone  after 
he  began  to  profess  the  truth.  Being  summoned  to  answer  he  depairted  to  Germanie  and  returned 
after  the  Kings's  death,  but  wes  again  persued  by  the  Cardinall  and  fled  to  England.  He  turned 
the  tune  of  many  ballads  and  songs  into  godlie  songs  and  rhymes  which  wer  common  in 
the  mouthes  of  the  people  and  stirred  up  the  affections  of  manie.  Maister  Robert  Wedderhurn, 
the  youngest  brother,  brought  up  also  under  Maister  Gawen  Logie,  excelled  both  in  humanitie 
and  knowledge  of  the  scriptures.  He  wes  forced  lykwayes  to  flie  and  remaned  in  france  and  the 
easterne  countreyes  till  the  Death  of  the  Cardinall." 

4  None  of  these  plays  have  come  down  to  us. 
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to  remove  him.  When  he  was  at  Deepe,  the  factors  at  Deepe,  Johne  Meldrum,  Henrie  Part  I. 
Tod,  Johne  Mowat,  Gilbert  Scot,  delated  him  to  the  Bishop  of  Rowan;  but  the  Bishop  CbaP-  r» 
refused  to  meddle  with  him,  because  they  could  prove  nothing  against  him.  They  informed 
the  Bishop  and  Channons  of  Rowan  that  he  was  declared  an  heretick  in  Scotland  :  the 
Bishop  desired  them  to  send  for  the  processe,  and  that  being  tryed,  he  sould  have  no 
residence  there.  We  heare  no  farther,  but  that  he  remained  as  factor  at  Deepe,  and  deing, 
said  to  his  sonne,  '  We  have  beene  acting  our  part  in  the  theater  :  you  are  to  succeed,  see 
that  you  act  your  part  faithfullie.' 

"Mr.  .lohn  Wedderburn,  his  brother,  brought  up  also  in  the  course  of  philosophie, 
under  Mr.  Gawin  Logie,  being  perswaded  by  his  friends,  albeit  against  his  will,  he  tooke  on 
the  order  of  preesthood,  and  was  a  preest  in  Duudie.  But  soon  after  he  beganne  to  professe 
the  (reformed)  religioun.  Being  summoned  he  departed  to  Almaine  (Germany),  where  he 
heard  Luther  and  Melancton,  and  became  verie  fervent  and  zealous.  He  translated  manie 
of  Luther's  dytements  into  Scotish  meeter,  and  the  Psalmes  of  David.  He  turned  manie 
bawdie  songs  and  rymes  in  godlie  rymes.  He  returned,  after  the  death  of  the  king,  ' 
in  December  1542,  but  was  againe  persued  by  the  Cardinall,  and  fled  to  England. 

"  Mr.  Robert  Wedderburne,  the  youngest  brother,  brought  up  also  under  Mr.  Gawin 
Logie,  excelled  his  brother  both  in  humanitie  and  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures.  He 
succeeded  to  Mr.  Robert  Barrie,  vicar  of  Dundie.  He  went  to  Parise,  where  he  remained 
cheeflie  in  companie  of  those  that  were  instructed  in  religioun.  ...  After  the  death  of  the 
Cardinall  he  returned  to  Scotland.  The  Vicar,  his  mother's  brother,  being  departed,  he  gott 
possessioun  of  the  vicarage,  but  remained  for  the  most  part  with  the  Laird  of  Calder.1 
When  he  was  comming  home  out  of  the  east  countries,  in  a  Danskein  ship,  the  shippe  was 
driven  by  contrarie  winds  upon  Norway,  where  the  passengers  landed  at  Ripperwicke,  and 
remained  certane  dayes.  In  the  meane  time,  upon  the  Saturday  before  Whitsonday  even, 
1546,  after  continuall  disputing  and  reasoning  among  the  passengers — some  Popish,  and 
some  Protestants — he,  and  the  rest  of  his  fellows,  tooke  the  boldnesse,  notwithstanding 
they  understood  nothing  of  the  Cardinall's  death,  to  make  his  pourtraiture  or  statue,  of  a 
great  oaken  blocke,  and  thereupon  write  his  name  in  paper  affixed  thereon.  They  accuse 
him,  condemn  him,  and  burne  his  statue  in  a  great  fire  of  timber.  The  Cardinall  was 
slaine  that  same  verie  day,  in  the  morning,  in  his  owne  Castell  of  Sanct  Ar.drewes." 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Calderwood's  authorities,  known  to  have  been  MSS.  since 
lost  or  destroyed,  are  no  longer  at  our  service,  not  that  there  is  reason  to  doubt  his 
statements,  but  because  of  the  further  matter  those  authorities  might  have  provided.  As 
it  is,  there  is  little  we  can  now  add  to  his  account  in  regard  to  the  career  of  the  three 
brothers,  and  the  modern  writers  already  mentioned  are  not  always  fortunate  in  their 
attempted  particulars.  They  erroneously  assume  that  the  brothers  had  no  contemporary 
namesakes,  and  thus  identify  every  James,  John,  or  Robert  Wedderburn  mentioned  in  the 
records  of  the  time  with  the  corresponding  member  of  this  triumvirate.2  But,  though 
these  endeavours  do  not  help  us,  the  rest  of  their  work  is  full  of  value.     Mr.  Laing's 

1  Sir  James  Sandilands,  the  friend  of  Knox.     He  was  appointed  by  the  reformers  to  solicit  the  support  of 

the  Queen  Regent. 

2  Thus  Mr.  Laing,  while  conscious  that  "  more  than  one  family  of  the  Wedderburns  flourished  in  Dundee 

or  its  neighbourhood  at  an  earlier  period"  than  1546,  and  admitting  that  Douglas' account  of  the 
family  is  "  not  quite  correct,"  assumes  that  the  entry  in  the  Register  of  the  Privy  Seal  (R  P.S.  4) 
recording  a  respite  to  Robert,  son  of  James  Wedderburn,  for  the  slaughter  of  one  Malisouu  in  1537-38 
must  refer  to  James,  the  elder  of  these  three  brothers,  on  whom,  therefore,  he  fathers  "at  least 
two  sons  John  and  Robert,"  the  fact  being  that  he  had  no  sou  Robert,  and  that  the  above  entry  refers 
to  Robert,  son  of  another  James  Wedderburn  (m.  Janet  Logan).  So  again  Mr.  Laing  adopts  Douglas' 
statement  that  David  Wedderburn,  who  m.  Helen  Lawson,  was  clerk  of  Dundee,  and  finally  after 
remarking  that  "the  preceding  notes  are  not  very  satisfactory  "  he  adds,  in  complete  ignorance  of 
the  available  material,  that  "  unfortunately  so  far  as  the  subsequent  history  of  the  Wedderburns  is 
concerned,  no  precise  information  has  been  recorded  "  ;  a  remark  inaccurate  as  regards  the  individuals 
and  altogether  mistaken  as  regards  their  descendants.  Professor  Mitchell  avoids,  by  silence,  any 
such  errors,  though  he  is  wrong  in  stating  that  James  was  incorporated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1516. ; 
probably  a  misprint  for  1514.  The  fact  here  is  that  three  James  Wedderburns  matriculated  there 
in  1507,  1509  and  1514,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  say  with  certainty  which  of  the  three  was  the  one  in 
question.  Mr.  Maxwell,  who  has  done  good  service  as  a  historian  of  Dundee,  devotes  an  entire 
chapter  of  his  Old  Dundee  prior  to  the  Reformation  to  "  Wedderburns  and  their  writings,"  in  which 
he  does  not  observe  Professor  Mitchell's  caution.  He  begins  by  stating  that  James  Wedderburn,  the 
father  of  the  reformers,  is  first  mentioned  in  a  Dundee  Charter  of  1515  (D.C.  8),  whereas,  not  only 
is  he  first  named  some  years  earlier  (see  above),  but  the  charter  of  1515  does  not  refer  to  him,  but  to 
a  namesake  who  survived  him,  he  being  already  dead  in  1514.  He  also  refers  to  him  as  living  1521-22 
upon  the  authority  of  the  occasional  mention  of  a  James  Wedderburn  in  the  Dundee  Records  of  that 
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Part  I.  edition  of  the  "  Dundee  "  or  "  Wedderburn  Psalms,"  as  they  were  called,  has  long  been 
Chap.  I.  f.jjg  ou|y  available  edition  of  them,  and  Professor  Mitchell,  who  is  now  (1897)  about  to 
publish  a  new  and  critical  edition  of  them,  has,  in  his  interesting  lecture  on  "  The 
Wedderburns  and  their  Work,"  summed  up  their  influence  on  their  time  and  their  place  in 
the  literature  of  their  country.  Of  Mr.  Maxwell's  chapter  I  shall  have  more  to  say  when 
I  come  to  deal  with  Robert  Wedderburn's  claim  to  the  authorship  of  The  Complaynt  of 
Scotland.  At  present  I  propose,  for  the  sake  of  those  who  do  not  possess  any  edition  of 
the  book  itself,  to  give  an  account  of  the  "  Wedderburn  Psalms." 

Calderwood,  as  we  have  seen,  attributes  these  exclusively  to  the  second  of  the  two 
brothers.  According  to  him,  James  was  the  dramatist  and  Robert  the  theologian,  while  it 
was  John  who  "  translated  mauie  of  Luther's  dytements  into  Scotish  nieeter,  and  the 
Psalm.es  of  David "  and  "  turned  manie  bawdie  songs  and  rymes  in  godlie  rynies." 
Similarly,  John  Johnston,  professor  of  S.  Andrew's  ("1593 — 1611),  while  he  commemorates 
all  three  brothers  in  one  Latin  sonnet,  devotes  another  sonnet  to  John  Wedderburn  alone. 
•  Further,  John,  as  Calderwood  tells  us,  was  an  exile  in  Germany,  whereas  James  made  his 
home  in  France,  and  Robert,  though  for  a  time  in  the  east  countries,  succeeded  in  remaining 
in  Scotland  ;  so  that  it  is  natural  that  such,  at  any  rate,  of  the  Psalms  as  are  clearly  from 
German  originals,  should  be  the  work  of  the  brother  who  had  his  home  there.  I 
cannot,  of  course,  give  anything  like  a  detailed  account  of  the  book  in  this  place ;  for  that 
those  interested  must  consult  the  editions  to  which  I  have  referred.  The  title  page  of  the 
edition  of  1578,  from  which  Mr.  Laing  reprinted  in  1867,  runs  thus  : — 

"  Aue  /  compendious  buik  /  of  godlie  Psalmes  and  spirituall  Sangis  /  collectit  furthe  of  sindrie 
partis  of  the  /  Scripture,  with  diverts  vtheris  Ballat-  /  tis  changeit  out  of  prophaue  Sangis  /  in 
godlie  sangis,  for  auoyding  of  /  sin  and  harlatrie.  With  aug-  /  mentation  of  sindrie  gude  /  and 
godlie  Ballatis  /  not  contenit  in  the  /  first  editioun  /  (-}-)  /  Q.  Imprentit  at  /  Edinburgh  be  Johne 
Ros  /  for  Henrie  Charteris  /  Ml).  LXXVIII.  /  Cum  priuilegio  Regali."1 

The  book  opens,  after  the  fashion  of  the  time,  with  "  Ane  Almanack  for  ix  yeiris," 
but  this  is  an  addition  of  the  printer.  Then  follow  six  verses,  entitled  "  The 
Lamentation  of  a  Sinner,"  which,  again,  are  an  editorial  addition  to  the  Wedderburn 
Psalms.  The  Prologue  is  then  given,  and  is  no  doubt  from  the  pen  of  John  Wedderburn. 
It  is  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Prologve. 

"  Pavle  writand  to  the  Coloss.  in  his  thrid  Chap,  sayis,  'Let  the  word  of  God  dwel  in  zow 
plenteouslie  in  all  wisdome  ;  teiching  and  exhorting  zour  awin  selfis  with  Psalmes,  &  Hymnis,  and 
Spirituall  sangis,  quhilkis  haue  lufe  to  God  &.fauoris  his  word.'  We  haue  heir  ane  plane  Text, 
that  the  word  of  God  incresses  plenteouslie  in  vs,  be  singing  of  the  Psalmes,  and  Spiritual  sangis, 
aud  that  specialise  amang  zoung  personis,  and  sic  as  ar  not  exercisit  in  the  Scriptures  ;  for  they 
wil  soner  consaue  the  trew  words,  nor  quhen  thay  heir  it  sung  in  Latine,  the  quhilks  they  wait 
not  what  it  is.  Bot  quhen  thay  heir  it  sung  in  thair  vulgar  toung,  or  singis  it  thame  selfis,  with 
sweit  melodie  then  sal  they  lufe  thair  Lord  God,  with  hart  and  nunde,  and  cause  them  tc  put  away 
baudrie  &  vnclene  sangis.     Pray  God.     Amen." 

period.  One  of  these  references  is  given  in  vol.  ii  of  this  book  (D.B.R.  6  c)  and  refers  to  the  son  of 
Robert  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Froster  (see  post  chap,  iv)  ;  the  other  I  have  not  referred  to  in  vol.  ii, 
but,  since  Mr.  Maxwell  gives  it,  I  add  it  at  the  foot  of  this  note.  It  is  a  tack  of  a  house  in  the 
Murraygait,  granted  by  James  (eldest  son  of  old  David  Wedderburn  in  the  Murraygait),  who  died 
before  Oct.  1524.  Mr.  Maxwell  further  identifies  the  slaughterer  of  Mnlisoun,  already  mentioned,  not 
with  a  son  of  James,  but  with  James'  brother  Kobert,  afterwards  vicar  of  Dundee  ;  and  falls  into  a 
like  error  in  making  him  one  with  a  Robert  Wedderburn  named  amongst  certain  burgesses  of  Dundee, 
accused,  though  acquitted,  of  violence  and  sacrilege.  (See  also  D.C.  24,  where  the  name  of  Robert 
Wedderburn  should  be  added  to  those  of  David  and  Alexander.) 

The  tack  above  mentioned  is  as  follows  : — "  It  is  appointit  betwix  James  Wedderburn  and  Jok 
Saidlear  that  James  has  set  for  five  years  all  the  east  half  land  utouth  (without)  the  port  with 
the  part  of  the  yard  for  xxvjs  of  maill  And  James  sail  ger  big  a  wall  betwix  his  part  and  Robert 
Mason's  part,  and  sail  mak  a  door  to  the  high  gait,  and  mend  the  stair  and  the  asiaments  in  the  laud, 
and  what  costs  Jok  maks  at  the  right  of  James  in  any  of  the  reparelling  sail  be  allowit  in  his  maills. 
(D.B.R.,  vol.  ii,  fol.  72.) 
1  There  was  au  earlier  edition  in  1567,  of  which  only  one  copy,  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Patrick  Anderson, 
Dundee,  is  known  to  exist.  Mr.  Laing  gives  John  Wedderburn  a  share  in  the  "  Goostly  Psalmes  and 
Spirituall  Songes,  &c,"  printed  by  Myles  Coverdale,  his  fellow  exile  in  Germany,  about  1539-40. 
Copies  of  the  8vo.  editions  (1600  and  1621)  of  the  Gude  and  Godlie  Ballatcs  are  in  the  British 
Museum  (press  marks  C.  39  D.  27  and  C.  39  D.  63). 
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After  this  preface  come  the  Ten  Commandments,  the  Apostles'  Creed,  the  Lord's  Part  I. 
Prayer,  " containing  six  petitionis,  and  all  necessarie  for  vs,"  a  note  "Of  our  Baptisme"  CnaP-  '• 
consisting  chiefly  of  some  texts,  aud  another  on  "  The  Lordis  Supper,"  consisting  of  the 
passage  1  Cor.  xi.,  23-29,  and  finally  two  more  texts  (Matt,  xvi.,  19,  and  John  xx.,  23), 
added  as  declaratory  of  "  The  power  of  binding  and  lowsing  grantit  to  the  trew  preicheris 
of  Goddis  word."  Then  follow  the  songs  or  psalms,  one  hundred  and  twelve  in  all.  They 
begin  with  metrical  versions  of  the  Commandments,  the  Creed,  and  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
together  with  two  hymns  on  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  after  which  are  hymns  on  a 
great  variety  of  themes,  metrical  versions  of  several  psalms,  and  what  are,  no  doubt, 
spiritual  adaptations  of  popular  ballads.  Of  these  I  can  only  give  one  or  two  chance 
examples.     Here  is  an  expansion  of  the  ninth  commandment — 

"  Beir  mi  witnes  with  fals  report 

In  contrair  just  and  righteous  men  : 
Defame  na  man  in  ony  sort, 

Suppois  his  fault  or  vice  thow  ken." 

And  here  the  three  first  and  three  last  verses  of  a  Christmas  hymn,  "to  be  sung  to  the 
tune  of  Balulalow  " — 


'  I  come  from  heuin  to  tell 
The  best  nowellis  that  euer  befell  : 
To  zow  thir  tythingis  trew  I  bring 
And  I  will  of  them  say  and  sing. 

This  day  to  zow  is  borne  ane  Chylde 
Of  Mary  meik,  and  Virgin  mylde  ; 
That  blyssit  bairne,  bening  and  kynde 
Shall  zow  reioyce  baith  hart  aud  mynde. 

It  is  the  Lord  Christ,  God  and  Man, 
He  will  do  for  zow  what  he  can  ; 
Himself  zour  Saviour  will  be, 
Fra  sin  and  hell  to  mak  zow  fre. 


Oh  my  deir  hart,  zoung  Jesus  sweit, 
Prepair  thy  creddill  in  my  spreit, 
And  I  sail  rocke  the  in  my  hart, 
And  neuer  mair  Ira  the  depart. 

Bot  I  sail  praise  the  euer  moir, 
With  sangis  sweit  vnto  thy  gloir  ; 
The  kneis  of  my  hart  sail  bow 
And  sing  that  richt  Balulalow. 

Gloir  to  be  to  God  eternallie, 
Quhilk  gave  his  only  Sone  for  me  : 
The  Angellis  joyis  for  to  heir, 
The  gracious  gift  of  this  New  Zeir." 


Here,  again,  are  the  first  two  stanzas  of  a  version  of  the  fifty-first  Psalm- 


"  Have  mercy  on  me,  God  of  micht, 

Of  mercy  Lord  and  King  : 
For  thy  mercy  is  set  full  richt 

Aboue  all  eirdly  thing. 
Thairfoir  I  cry  baith  day  and  nicht, 

And  with  my  hart  sail  sing  : 

To  thy  mercy  with  the  will  I  go. 

More  curious  are  the  adaptations  of  secular  songs. 

"  Johne,  cum  Ids  me  now, 
Johne,  cum  kis  me  now, 
Johne,  cum  kis  me  by  and  by, 
And  mak  no  moir  adow. 

And  another,  some  of  which  runs  thus — 

"  With  huntis  vp ,  with  huntis  vp 
It  is  now  perfyte  day, 
Jesus,  our  King,  is  gane  in  hunting, 
Quha  lykis  to  speid  they  may. 

Ane  cursit  fox  lay  hid  in  rox 

This  lang  ane  mony  ane  day 
Devouring  scheip,  cmhill  he  micht  creip 

Nane  micht  him  schaip  away. 


Have  mercy  on  me,  O  gude  Lord, 

Efter  thy  greit  mercie  : 
My  sinfull  lyfe  doi9  me  remord 

Quhilk  sair  hes  greuit  ihi  : 
Bot  thy  greit  grace  hes  me  restord, 

Throw  Christ  to  libertie  : 

To  thy  mercy  with  the  will  I  go. 

Such  must  be  one,  beginning — 

The  Lord  thy  God  I  am, 
That  Johne  dois  the  call 

Johne  representit  man, 
Be  grace  celestiall." 


The  hunter  is  Christ,  that  huntis  in  haist, 
The  houndis  are  Peter  and  Paull, 

The  Paip  is  the  foxe,  Borne  is  the  rox, 
That  rubbis  us  on  the  gall. 

That  cruel  beist,  he  neuer  ceist, 

Be  his  vsurpit  power, 
Under  dispens  to  get  our  penneis, 

Our  soulis  to  deuoir." 


The  above  quotations  are  sufficient  to  give  an  idea  of  the  character  of  the  book. 
Many  of  the  "  sangis "  are  translations  from  the  German,  but  they  are,  as  Professor 
Mitchell  says,  "  translations  executed  with  spirit,  freedom,  and  true  poetic  taste  into  the 
purest  Scottish  dialect  of  the  time,  and  they  had  the  highest  testimony  accorded  to  their 
worth  in  the  fact  that  without  the  sanction  of  the  Church,  either  unreformed  or  reformed, 
they  made  their  way  to  the  hearts  and  households  of  the  Scottish  people,  and  continued 
to  be  circulated,  committed  to  memory,  and  sung  in  Scotland  long  after  the  circumstances 
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Part  which  originally  called  them  forth  had  passed  away,  while  the  more  homely  translations  of 
Cnap.  I.  a  number  of  the  same  hymns  into  English  by  good  old  Coverdale  appear  to  have  had 
comparatively  a  very  limited  circulation  and  influence  among  the  English  people."1  This 
is  but  one  of  several  such  tributes  paid  by  Professor  Mitchell  to  the  work  of  the 
Wedderburns.  With  it  we  may  place  the  far  earlier  eulogy  of  John  Johnston,  to  which  I 
have  already  referred.     He  has  left  us  two  Latin  poems,  which  are  as  follows  : — 

I. 

Johannes  Wedderbvrnvs. 

Pulsus  in  exilium,  an.  1546.     Exul  in  Anr/lia  moritur  1556. 
Nor  meriti  est  nostri,  meritas  tibi  dicere  grates, 

Aut  paria,  aut  aliqua  parte  referre  vioeni. 
Quae  meruisse  alii  vellent,  nee  posse  ruereri  est  : 

Heee  velle,  hasc  posse,  haec  te  meruisse  tuum  est. 
Sic  facis  atque  canis  sacra  ;  sic  agis  omnia,  nil  ut 

Sanctius,  et  nusquam  purior  ulla  fides. 
Hinc  nullum  magis  invisum  caput  hostibus  :  hinc  et 

Nemo  unquam  meruit  charior  esse  bonis. 
Grandius  hoc  meritum,  nil  te  meruisse  fateris, 

Humanis  meritis  nee  superesse  locum. 

II. 

De  Johanne,  Jacobo,  et  Roberto  Wedderbvrno,  Fratribus. 

Divisum  imperium,  per  tres,  tria  Numina,  Fratres, 

Infera  quafique  vides,  quseque  superna,  canunt. 
Vos  miror,  potius  tres  vero  nomine  fratres, 

Vosque  supra  veneror,  Numina  vana,  Deos  ; 
Concordes  animas,  clarissima  lumina  gentis, 

Tres  paribus  studiis,  tres  pietate  pares. 
Felices  qui  vos  tales  genuere  parentes, 

Quseque  orbi  tellus  pignora  rara  dedit. 
Progenitos  Ccelo  Alectum  dedit  inclyta  terris  : 

Inde  Dei-donum  nomen  habere  putem. 

I  have  already  said  that  we  know  but  little  of  the  chief  author  of  the  work  with  which 
we  have  been  concerned  ;  such  facts,  however,  as  we  do  know  may  be  shortly  summarized  : — 

John  Wedderburn2  [1500? — 1556]  second  son  of  James  WedderburnandJanetBarry, 
principal  author  of  the  Gude  and  Godlie  Ballates,  born  soon  after  1500  (?) ;  died  in  England 
1556.  He  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  University  in  1525  and  there  took  his  degree  of 
bachelor  in  1527  and  of  licentiate  in  1528,  the  register  on  the  last  occasion  calling  him 
"dives."  (S.A.R.  8.)  He  is  very  rarely  mentioned  in  the  Dundee  Records,  probably  owing 
to  his  constant  and  prolonged  absences  from  the  burgh.  There  is  a  John  Wedderburn 
named  as  present  at  a  transaction  30  Aug.  1527  (D  P.B.  21  b),  who  is,  no  doubt,  he,  and 
the  same  applies  to  "  Mr.  John  Wedderburn,  chaplain  of  S.  Matthew's  chapel  "  who  resigns 
some  land  to  Alexander  Fife  1  Feb.  1532  (ib.  43).3     He  seems  to  have  been  engaged  in 

1  "  It  is  to  be  observed,"  says  Mr.  Laing,  "  that  no  mention  of  the  Wedderburns  by  Knox  or  others  is  met 

with  until  the  days  of  James  Melville,  when  he  refers  to  an  unknown  edition  of  about  1570.  In 
giving  an  account  of  his  education  at  the  school  of  Montrose,  he  relates  in  his  autobiography,  that 
in  the  year  1571  John  Erskiue,  the  Laird  of  Dun,  '  dwelt  oft  in  the  town,  and  of  his  charitie 
interteined  a  blind  man,  who  had  a  singular  guid  voice.  Him  he  caused  the  Doctor  of  our  school 
teach  the  whole  Psalms  in  metre,  with  the  toones  thereof  and  sing  them  in  the  kirk  ;  be  hearing  of 
whom  1  was  so  delyted,  that  I  learned  many  of  the  psalms  aud  toones  thereof  in  metre,  quhilk  I  have 

thought  ever  sensyne  a  great  blessing  and  comfort There  was  also  there  a  poet  that  frequented 

Edinburgh,  and  brought  hame  Psalme-hooks  and  Ballates,  namely,  of  Robert  Semple's  making,  wherein 
I  took  pleasure  and  learned  some  thing  baith  of  the  estate  of  the  Countiie,  and  of  the  measours  and 
cullors  of  Scottes  ryme.  He  shew  me  first  Wedderbum's  Songs  whereof  I  learned  diverse  par  caur, 
with  great  Diversitie  of  toones  '  (Autob.  of  James  Melville,  Bann.  Club,  ed.  1829,  p.  18)."  So  Mr.  John 
Row  of  Carnock  (1592-1646)  in  his  History  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  under  the  year  1558,  among 
certain  books  '  whereby  many  in  Scotland  got  some  knowledge  of  God's  truth  '  includes  '  Wedderbum's 
Psalmes  and  Godly  Ballads  changeing  many  of  the  old  Popish  songs  iuto  Godlie  purposes '  (Woodrow 
Soc.  Ed.  1846,  p.  6). 

2  Synopsis  of  Ref.,  S.A.R.  8  ;   D.P.B.  216,  43,   137  ;  D.B.R.  49  ;  R.P.C.  57;  R.P.S.  3  ;  S.P.   7  ;  and 

Pitscottie's  Chronicles. 

3  See  also  D.P.B.  137,  where  the  mention  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  John  Wedderburn  in  Marketgait  16  Aug. 

1567  must  refer,  I  think,  to  him,  as  his  brother  James'  son  was  alive  at  that  date. 
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one  of  the  many  feuds,  common  to  his  time,  his  native  burgh,  and,  it  must  be  added,  to  Part  *• 
his  race,  for  to  him  also  we  must  probably  refer  an  entry  in  the  Register  of  the  Privy  Seal,  ap-  ' 
recording  a  respite  granted  3  April  1529  to  John  Wedderburn  for  the  slaughter  of  .lohn 
Thomsoun  (R.  P.S.  3).1  There  is  a  passage  in  the  Chronicles  of  Lindsay  of  Pitscoitie, 
which  may  refer  to  him  or  to  his  brother  Robert.  Writing  about  1550-65  Pitscottie  tells 
us  of  a  John  "Wedderburn,  Vicar  of  Dundee  in  1528-29.  Here  there  is  certainly  some 
error,  as  not  John,  but  his  brother  Robert  was  vicar  of  Dundee,  and  in  1528-29  the  vicar 
was  their  uncle  Mr.  John  Barry.  Probably  the  surname  is  correctly  given,  and  it.  is  one 
of  the  two  brothers  and  not  their  uncle,  then  no  longer  young,  who  is  meant.  If  the  error 
is  in  the  Christian  name,  the  honour  should  be  given  to  Robert,  but  if  it  is  in  assigning 
the  vicarage  to  John,  it  is  probably  he  who  shot  for  Scotland  on  the  occasion  in  question 
This  is  what  Pitscottie  says  : — 

"  In  this  year  (1528-29)  came  an  ambassador  out  of  England,  Lord  William  Howard, 
with  a  bishop  with  him  and  many  other  gentlemen,  to  the  number  of  three  score  horse, 
which  wer  all  able  men  and  waled  men  for  all  kinds  of  games  and  pastime,  shooting, 
louping,  running,  wrestling,  and  casting  of  the  stane  :  but  they  were  well  saired  ere  they 
past  out  of  Scotland,  and  that  by  their  own  provocation  ;  but  ever  they  tint ;  till,  at  last, 
the  Queen  of  Scotland,  the  King's  mother,  favoured  the  Englishmen  because  she  was  the 
King  of  England's  sister ;  and  therefore  she  took  an  enterprise  of  archery  upon  the 
Englishmen's  hands,  contrary  her  son  the  King,  and  any  six  in  Scotland  than  he  would 
wale,  either  gentlemen  or  yeomen,  that  the  Englishmen  should  shoot  against  them  either 
at  pricks,  revers,  or  buts,  as  the  Scots  pleased.  The  King,  hearing  this  of  his  mother,  was 
content,  and  gart  her  pawned  a  hundred  crowns  and  a  tun  of  wine  upon  the  Englishmen's 
hands  ;  and  he  incontinently  laid  down  as  much  for  the  Scottish  men.  The  field  and 
ground  was  chosen  in  St.  Andrews,  and  three  lauded  men  and  three  yeomen  chosen  to 
shoot  against  the  Englishmen,  to  wit,  David  Wemyss  of  that  ilk,  David  Arnot  of  that  ilk, 
and  Mr.  John  Wedderburn,  Vicar  of  Dundee.  The  yeoman,  John  Thomson  in  Leith, 
Stephen  Talruner,  with  a  piper  called  Alexander  Baillie.  They  shot  very  near,  and  warred 
the  Englishmen  of  the  enterprise,  and  wan  the  hundred  crowns  and  the  tun  of  wine  ; 
which  made  the  King  very  merry  that  his  men  wan  the  victory." 

There  is  an  entry  in  the  Lord's  Treasurer's  accounts  for  1538-39  which  certainly  refers 
to  John  Wedder-burn.  It  records  the  receipt  of  40s.  for  "  the  escheat  of  the  goods  of 
Mr.  John  Wedderburn  convicted  of  heresy  in  favour  of  his  brother  Henry  Wedderburn," 
and  there  is  added  an  order  to  one  John  Paterson  to  pass  to  Dundee  and  search  the  goods 
of  "  Maister  Johne  Wedderburne  "  there.2  It  is  possible  that  at  some  time  John  Wedder- 
burn lived  in  Leith,3  and  acquired  property  there,  as  it  may  be  to  him  and  his  brother 
Gilbert  that  two  entries  (D.B.R.  49,  52)  in  which  a  bond  by  "  Gilbert  Wedderburn  and 
John  Wedderburn  brother  (sic)  indwellers  in  Leith,"  is  mentioned  17  Jan.,  20  Feb.  1554. 
At  this  time,  however,  John  Wedderburn  was,  according  to  Johnston,  living  an  exile  in 
England,  and  the  entries  in  question  may  refer  to  the  sons  of  his  brother  James  (post  p.  23).* 

It  does  not  appear  what  part  of  England  he  chose  as  his  place  of  exile,  nor  what 
career  he  followed  when  there.  Although  a  priest,  he  may  not,  as  a  reformer,  have 
considered  that  an  obstacle  to  secular  pursuits,  and  he  had,  no  doubt,  his  livelihood  to 
make.  It  is  possible  that  a  John  Wedderburn,  complainer  in  a  proceeding  before  the 
English  courts,  in  1547-51,  is  identical  with  him  (S.P.  7),  but  this  is  quite  speculative. 
Nor  does  it  appear  whether,  in  disregard  of  his  priesthood,  he  ever  married,  or,  less  in 
accordance  with  his  calling,  than  with  the  fashion  of  the  time,  left  any  issue.  If  he  did,  they 
would  seem  to  have  remained  in  England,  and  not  to  have  returned  North,  as  neither  in 
the  voluminous  records  of  Dundee  nor  in  the  Public  Records  of  Scotland  do  we  find  any 
mention  of  any  such  descendants. 

1  The  S.  Andrew's  University  Register  names  two  other  John  Wedderbums  as  matriculating  1500-4  and 
1507  of  whom  I  find  no  other  mention  (S.A  R.  2,  4).  They  do  seem  not  to  have  taken  their 
degrees  and  may  have  died  young,  especially  as  the  Dundee  Records  are  silent  in  regard  to  them.  At 
the  same  time  it  is  just  possible  that  some  of  the  above  references  are  to  one  or  other  of  them. 

-  See  Maclaren's  ed.  of  Thomson's  History  of  Dundee. 

s  See  also  R.P.C.  57,  where,  many  years  later.  10  July  1621,  the  lands  of  umquhill  John  Wedderburn  in 
Leith  are  named. 

4  It  is  possible  that  Johnston's  dates  are  inaccurate.  Mr.  Laiug  thinks  they  must  be  so.  "  These  dates  (he 
says)  cannot  be  relied  upon,  as  we  know  that  John  Wedderburn  was  in  exile  in  1539,  and  after 
Cardinal  Beaton's  death  in  1546  there  was  something  like  toleration  in  Scotland  which  cannot  be 
said  to  have  existed  in  England  during  the  fires  of  peisecution  in  Queen  Mary's  reign,  1553-58." 
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Part  I.     Sect. 
Chap.  I. 


III. — His  third  son,  Robert  Wedderburn,  Vicar  of  Dundee.  His  claim  to  the 
authorship  of  "  The  Complaynt  of  Scotland."  His  descendants  in  Dundee  and  at 
Burntisland.      Hit  male  line  extinct. 


Robert  Wedderburn,  Vicar  of  Dundee  [1503-10?— 1555-60].1  I  have  already, 
in  the  preceding  section  of  this  chapter,  given  Calderwood's  account  of  Robert 
Wedderburn,  and  alluded  both  to  his  share  in  the  Gude  and  Godlie  Ballates,  and  to  his 
claim  to  the  authorship  of  the  famous  Complaynt  of  Scotland.  Mr.  Laing  thinks  that  if 
Johnston's  expression  "  tres  paribus  studiis,  tres  pietate  pares  "  may  be  taken  to  mean  that 
each  of  the  three  brothers  had  a  share  in  the  former  work,  it  is  to  Robert,  the  Vicar,  that 
we  should  assign  the  adaptations  or  parodies  of  secular  songs.  There  seems,  however, 
little  reason  to  press  Johnston's  line  to  such  a  meaning.  As  well  might  we  insist  that  each 
of  the  three  brothers  had  a  share  in  the  Complaynt,  and  far  more  reasonably  may  we  take 
the  line  as  referring  to  the  plays  of  James,  the  psalms  of  John,  and  the  Complaynt  of  Robert. 
That  Robert's  share  in  the  Gude  and  Godlie  Ballates  was  small  is  further  clear  from 
the  prefatory  "  Epistil  "  in  The  Complaynt  in  which  he  speaks  of  that  work  as  being  "  ane 
tracteit  of  the  fyrst  laubir  of  my  pen."  Mr.  Maxwell,  however,  makes  an  interesting 
suggestion  as  regards  one  of  the  poems.  In  the  1567  edition  of  the  Gude  and  Godlie 
Ballates,  of  which  only  one  copy  is  known  to  exist,  are  some  verses,  which  "  stand  apart 
in  subject  and  character  from  the  other  ballates,"  and  which  in  the  1578  edition  were 
altered  to  a  sacred  strain.  From  the  fact  that,  as  we  shall  see,  Robert  Wedderburn, 
although  a  priest,  was  at  one  time  the  lover  of  one  Isobell  Lovell,2  and  by  her  the  father 
of  two  sons,  legitimatized  by  the  Crown,  Mr.  Maxwell  assumes,  and  one  wishes  it  could  be 
proved,  that  he  must  be  the  author  of  this  song.     It  is  as  follows  : — 3 


Welcum  fortoun  !  welcum  agane  ! 

The  clay  and  hour  I  may  weill  blis, 
Thow  has  exilit  all  my  paine, 

Quhilk  to  my  hart  greit  plesour  is. 

For  I  may  say  that  few  men  may, 
Seing  of  paine  1  am  (re-)drest, 

I  haif  obtenit  all  my  pay, 

The  lufe  of  hir  that  I  lufe  best. 

I  knaw  nane  sic  as  scho  is  one, 
Sa  trsw,  sa  kynde,  sa  luiffandlie, 


Quhat  suld  I  do  and  scho  war  gone  ? 
Allace  !  zit  had  I  lever  die. 

To  me  scho  is  baith  trew  and  kynde, 
Worthie  it  war  scho  had  the  praise, 

For  na  disdane  in  hir  I  find, 
I  pray  to  God  I  may  hir  pleis. 

Quhen  that  I  heir  hir  name  exprest, 
My  hart  for  joy  dois  loup  thairfoir, 

Abufe  all  uther  I  lufe  hir  best 

Unto  I  die  :  Quhat  wald  scho  moir  ? 


The  authorship  of  the  Complaynt  of  Scotland  is  not  absolutely  clear,  but  Mr.  Laing 
has  "little  hesitation  in  assigning  it  to  Mr.  Robert  Wedderburn,"  and  Mi-.  Maxwell,  who 
gives  a  careful  resume  of  the  evidence,  is  of  the  same  opinion.  The  book,  which  is  an 
exhortation  by  Dame  Scotia  to  her  three  sons — the  three  estates  of  the  realm,  Nobility, 
Church,  and  Commons, — to  cease  discord  and  unite  in  love  and  duty  to  their  mother, 
appeared  in  1548,  and  is  believed  to  have  been  printed  at  S.  Andrew's.  Unfortunately  of 
the  four  known  copies  of  the  first  edition  none  have  title  pages,  but  the  book  is  twice 
described  (1742  and  1745)  as  Vedderbum's  Complaynt  of  Scotland  in  the  Harleian 
Catalogues  (Brit.  Mus.),  presumably  on  the  authority  of  a  title  page  then  belonging  to  one 
or  other  of  the  two  copies  at  that  time  in  the  possession  of  Harley,  Earl  of  Oxford.     The 


1  Synopsis  of  References.     S.A.R.  9  ;  D.C.  23  ;  D.P.B.  27,  106,  135,  20P,  24S,  262,  316,  319  ;  D.B.R.  31, 

104,  187  ;  G.S.R.  32  ;  RP.S.  19  ;  R.A.D.  14. 

2  Mr.  Maxwell  says  (Old  Dundee,  p.  126)  that  "  the  name  of  the  lady  has  not  reached  us,"  but  he  might 

easily  have  reached  it,  as  it  is  repeatedly  given  in  the  Dundee  records,  on  which  his  Old  Dundee  is 
founded. 
;i  The  sacred  version  is  far  inferior,  e.g.. 


Welcum,  Lord  Christ,  welcum  againe 
My  joy,  my  comfort,  and  my  blis, 

That  culd  me  save  from  hellis  paine, 
Bot  onlie  thow,  nane  was,  nor  is. 


Bot  that  quhilk  Scripture  has  exprest, 
Ane  sacrifice  Christ  anis  thairfoir 

Offerit  to  God,  quhilk  smell  it  best, 
For  my  tresspas,  I  seik  no  moir. 


ROBERT,     VICAR     OF     DUNDEE. 


matter  of  the  book1  makes  it  clear  that  it  was  written  by  a  churchman,  and  by  one  familiar  Part  I. 
with  popular  literature.  It  contains  a  list  of  the  names  of  popular  songs,  among  which  CJmP-  l- 
are  seven,  of  which  adaptations,  possibly  by  Robert,  are  given  in  the  Gvde  and  Godlie 
Ballates.  Further  the  circumstances  related  in  the  Complaynt,  of  invasion  and  subjection 
by  "our  auld  enemies"  the  English,  can  only  relate  to  Dundee  and  its  neighbourhood.  If 
the  certainty  that  the  book  is  by  a  Dundee  pen,  together  with  the  fact  that  it  appears  as 
"  Vedderburn's "  in  the  Harleian  Catalogue,  do  not  absolutely  decide  the  question  of  its 
authorship  in  favour  of  Robert  Wedderburn,  they,  at  any  rate,  make  it  clear  that  in  the 
absence  of  direct  evidence  to  the  contrary,  we  may  fairly  attribute  the  work  to  him.'2 

I  proceed  to  deal  with  the  private  life  of  the  Vicar  of  Dundee,  and  with  his 
descendants,  down  to  extinction  of  his  male  line,  in  about  1  642. 

He  was  born  about  1503-10.  He  was  educated  at  S.  Andrew's  University,  where  he 
matriculated  in  1526  and  took  his  degree  of  bachelor  1529  and  of  Licentiate  1530 
(S.A.R.  9).  The  first  mention  of  him  in  the  Dundee  Records  is  dated  10  May  1528 
(D.P.B  27),  when  "Robert  Wedderburn  binds  himself  quickly  to  receive  institution  or 
collation  to  the  chaplainry  of  S.  Katharine  vacant  by  the  death  of  Sir  Robert  Lany,  and 
as  soon  as  possible  to  accept  the  order  of  presbyter  and  abide  continually  in  the  daily 
service  of  the  church  of  Dundee."  He  does  not  appear  to  have  been  ever  admitted 
burgess  of  Dundee.3  From  about  1  530  down  to  about  1546  he  seems  to  have  lived  in  Paris, 
and  with  the  laird  of  Calder  in  West  Lothian  to  whom  he  was  chamberlain  in  March  1 549 
(R  A.D.  14).  and  also  to  have  visited  the  east  countries.  Calderwood  says  that  he  obtained 
the  vicarage  of  Dundee  on  the  death  of  his  uncle,  John  Barry,  and  remained  with  the  laird 
of  Calder  after  entering  into  the  vicarage.  This  can  hardly  be  accurate  as  John  Barry 
was  still  Vicar  in  Nov.  1550,  so  that  Wedderburn  cannot  have  succeeded  him  till  1551, 
and  it  is  certainly  in  that  year  (5  Nov.)  that  he  is  first  called  Vicar  in  the  Dundee  Records 
(D.B.R.  31).* 

There  is  an  interesting  charter  by  him  soon  after,  dated  10  March  1551-52  (D.C.  23), 
by  which,  after  reciting  that  his  house  had  been  destroyed  in  the  war  "  between  us  and 
our  old  enemies  the  English,"  he  undertakes  to  repair  it,  and  feus  the  same  to  John  Lovell, 
reserving  to  himself  and  his  successors  in  office  one  chamber  18  ft.  long,  17  ft.  wide, 
and  10ft.  high,  to  be  used  as  "the  Vicar  of  Dundie's  chamber  in  all  time  coming.''5  The 
charter  has  the  consent  of  the  Bishop  of  Brechin  and  Abbot  of  Lindores,  and  is  signed 
and  sealed  by  the  Vicar.  A  facsimile  of  his  signature  will  be  found  opposite  p.  192  of 
vol.  ii.     The  seal  shows  the  family  arms,  a  chevron  between  three  cinquefoils  or  roses. 

1  Dr.  Murray  in  his  reprint  of  The  Complaynt  for  the  Early  Eiu/lish  Text  Society  argues  against  Robert 

Wedderburn  being  its  author,  (1)  that  Robert  Wedderburu  was  too  zealous  a  reformer,  according  to 
Calderwood,  to  have  merely  admonished  the  clergy,  as  does  the  author  of  Tke  Complaynt  and  (2)  that 
the  dialect  of  the  book  is  more  southern  than  northern.  Mr.  Maxwell  well  disposes  of  these  arguments. 
Robert  Wedderburn  was  not  too  much  of  a  reformer  to  be  Vicar  of  Dundee,  and  we  know  from 
Calderwood  that  he  lived  much  in  West  Lothian  with  the  Laird  of  Calder,  while,  apart  from  this, 
not  only  is  the  speech  of  Dundee  and  S.  Andrew's,  his  birthplace  and  his  university,  more 
southern  than  northern,  but  the  language  of  the  Dundee  Burgh  Records  of  his  time  shows  a  marked 
affinity  to  that  of  The  Complaynt.  Finally,  while  Dr.  Murray  explains  the  prevalence  of  French 
words  in  the  book  to  Scotch  habit,  it  must  not  be  overlooked  that  Robert  Wedderburn  was  long 
resident  in  Paris. 

2  This  is  not  the  place  to  disprove  at  length  the  other  suggested  authorships.     Dr.  George  Mackenzie, 

never  very  accurate,  claimed  it  for  Sir  James  Inglis,  who  died,  however,  in  1531.  Dr.  Leyden 
(Prelim.  Dissert)  advanced  in  300  pages  of  print  another  claim  on  behalf  of  Sir  David  Lindsay 
of  the  Mount,  but  ingenuously  adds  that  he  "  scarcely  expects  his  remarks  to  produce  conviction." 
It  is  noteworthy  that  in  the  excellent  account  of  Sir  David  Lindsay,  by  Sheriff  Mackay,  in  the  Nat. 
Diet,  of  Biog.  it  is  not. even  suggested  that  he  had  any  share  in  the  authorship  of  The  Complaynt,  while 
in  his  account  of  Sir  James  Inglis,  in  the  same  work  (Nat.  Diet,  of  Bioy.),  Mr.  Thomson  Bayne  sets 
aside  Mackenzie's  "  rash  assumption  "  and  adds  that  "  Robert  Wedderburn  is  the  most  likely  author." 

3  See  D.L.B.  12  and  note  ;  an  entry  dated  8  June  1535,  which  Mr.  A.  H.  Millar,  in  his  Roll  of  Eminent 

Burgesses,  <£•<;.,  refers  to  this  Robert,  I  think  wrongly. 

4  See  also  D.B.R.  29  6,  where,  13  Oct.  1551,  Mr.  Robert  Wedderburn  acts  as  procurator  for  Janet  Wed 

derburn  (his  brother  Henry's  daughter)  and  her  husband.  Thomas  Nichol.  On  this  occasion,  he  is 
not  called  Vicar,  and  he  may  thus  have  been  appointed  between  then  and  5  Nov.  Mr.  Maxwell 
thinks  that  he  probably  owed  his  appointment  to  the  recent  publication  of  The  Complaynt  and  to  the 
temperate  character  of  its  reproof  of  Churchmen  ;  and  points  out  that  the  then  Abbot  of  Lindores, 
in  whose  gift  the  Vicarage  lay,  was  just  the  man  to  make  such  an  appointment.  It  is  certainly 
remarkable  that,  as  it  seems,  certain  of  the  stronger  passages  of  The  Complaynt  were  omitted, 
leaves  cancelled,  and  others  of  gentler  reproof  inserted,  after  it  was  in  fact  ready  for  publication. 
6  See  also  A.  H.  Millar's  Roll  of  Eminent  Burgesses,  pp.  21-22  ;  A.  C.  Lamb's  Dundee,  xix,  xxxiii.  b, 
where  a  portion  of  this  charter  is  given  verbatim  ;  and  Maxwell's  Old  Dundee,  pp.  148-9. 
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Part  I.  Other  references  to  the  Vicar  are  chiefly  in  connection  with  his  two  sons,  Robert  and 

Chap.   .  j)^^  wjj0  are  ^rst  natne(j  in  the  letters  of  legitimation  under  the  Great  Seal,  which  their 

father  obtained  for  them   13  Jan.   1552-53  (G.S  R.  32,  R.P.S.   19).     He  died,  it  appears 

before  August  in  that  year,  when  .lohn  Rolland  was  appointed  to  the  vicarage,  and  questions 

arose  as  to  the  validity  of  his  appointment.1 

Isobell  Lovell,  the  mother  of  his  two  sons,  is  often  named  in  the  Dundee  Records 
as  the  wife  of  David  (son  and  heir  of  Thomas)  Cant  (D  P.B.  135),  whom  she  seems  to 
have  married  after  the  Vicar's  death,  as  the  first  mention  of  her  as  his  wife  is  dated  I  2  Nov. 
1560  when  she  and  her  two  sons,  Robert  and  David  Wedderburn,  acquire  a  third  of 
Balkello  from  Alexander  Maxwell  of  Tealing  (D.P.B.  106).  She  died,  perhaps,  about 
1580,  in  which  year  she  made  her  will  (ib.  205),  and  certainly  before  11  Nov.  1587  when 
she  and  her  husband,  who  survived  her  and  was  living  28  Dec.  1585  (D.P.B.  248),  are 
both  expressly  named  as  deceased  (ib.  262).     Of  her  sons, 

1.  Robert  Wedderburn,  see  p.  19. 

2.  David   Wedderburn,     [15502 — 1 583-85. ]3      Legitimatised    1551-52     (id    sup.). 

On  1 2  Nov.  1560  he-is  named  as  son  natural  to  his  mother  (D.P.B.  106),  and 
23  Nov.  in  the  same  year  (with  his  brother)  as  son  to  the  late  Mr.  Robert 
Wedderburn,  when  John  Wedderburn,  no  doubt  the  son  of  their  uncle  James 
Wedderburn,  is  named  as  their  nearest  agnate  on  their  father's  side  (D.B.R  104). 
On  26  Nov.  1566  David  Cant,  spouse  to  Isobell  Lovell,  settles  some  land  on  David 
Wedderburn,  her  son  by  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Wedderburn,  and  his  curator,  John 
Wedderburn,  consents  thereto  (D.P.B.  1 35).  A  little  later,  1 1  July  1567,  he  and  his 
mother  acquire  another  third  of  Balkello  (ib.  136),  while  later  still,  26  April  1570, 
they  acquire  an  annual  rent  under  a  settlement  witnessed  by  David's  brother  Robert 
(ib.  152).  He  was  still  under  age,  1  May  1570,  when  on  the  death  of  his  curator 
John  Wedderburn  (D.P.B.  135),  James  Forrester,  his  executor,  is  ordered  to  hand  over 
all  the  titles  of  Robert  and  David  to  their  curators  James  Lovell  and  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  the  clerk  (D.B.R.  187).  He  was  admitted  a  burgess  21  Dec.  1570 
(D.L.B.  22),  and  probably  he  and  his  brother  came  of  age  about  21-23  Feb.  1571, 
on  the  former  of  which  days  they  are  named  as  acting  with  the  consent  of  their 
tutor,  while  on  the  latter  they  discharge  him  (D.B.R.  194).4  Few  other  mentions 
of  him  are  important.5  It  may  be  he,  who,  on  22  June  1583,  together  with  Robert 
Wedderburn  (his  brother?),  witnesses  a  resignation  (D.P.B.  230)°  and  if  so,  he  died 
between  then  and  28  Dec.  1585,  when  his  brother  Robert  is  named  as 'his  heir 
(D.P.B.  248;  D.B.R.  276).  A  similar  mention  of  him  occurs  11  Nov.  1587  (ib. 
262).     It  is  thus  clear  that  he  died  unmarried. 

1  The  Abbot  of  Lindores  appointed  John  Rolland,  but  the  Bishop  of  Brechin  "  intrusit  "  Sir  George  Wilson 

whereupon  (Aug.  22)  Holland  appealed  to  the  bailies  and  burgesses  of  Dundee,  who  decided  in  his 
favour,  after  whieli  the  Bishop  seems  to  have  yielded,  as  in  the  following  year  ''Maister  John  Rolland, 
Vicar  of  Dundee,"  receives  from  the  town  treasurer  the  key  of  "  the  Vicar's  chalmer."  See  D.B.R., 
vol.  iii,,  as  cited  in  Maxwell's  Old  Dundee,  pp.  3S-39.  References  to  Robert  Wedderburn  as  deceased 
may  be  found  in  vol.  ii.  of  this  book.  D.P.B.  135,  316,  319,  and  D.B.R.  104,  187. 

2  Mr.  Maxwell  says  that  the  vicar's  sons  were  "  born  to  him  in  early  manhood  "  (Old  Dundee,  p.  148)  i.e., 

about  1530,  but  this  is  not  the  case.  In  1560  he  and  his  brother  were  quite  young  (D.B.R.  104),  and 
they  were  still  under  curators  in  1567-70  (D.P.R.  135,  D.B.R.  187).  Further,  Robert  was  certainly 
living  as  late  as  1617-18,  and  would  therefore  be  of  considerable  age  if  born  when  Mr,  Maxwell 
supposes.  The  fact  is  that  Mr.  Maxwell  assumes  that  Robert  Wedderburn  who  m.  Elspet  Scryni- 
geour  was  the  son  of  the  vicar,  whereas  he  was  in  fact  son  to  James  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Logan 
(see  post  Chap,  iv.,  Subsect.  i),  and  consequently  is  driven  to  assume  that  he  was  already  of  age  in 
1551.  The  two  sons  of  the  vicar  were  born  about  1550  ;  it  does  not  appear  which  was  the  elder, 
sometimes  David  is  put  first,  sometimes,  as  in  the  letters  of  legitimation,  Robert  ;  possibly  they  were 
twins,  though  they  are  never  so  called. 

3  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  21,  32  ;  D.L.B.  22;  D.P.B.   106,  135,  141  a  6,  143,  147,  151,  152  note, 

153  a  d,  197  6,  213.  222,  227,  230,  241  b,  248,  262  ;    D.B.R.  104,  130  6,  162,  170,  187,  191,  194, 

276  ;  G.S.R.  32  ;  R.P.S.  19. 
J  The  fact  that  they  both  discharge  him  on  this  day  looks  as  if  they  were  twins  ;  "  Tutors  "  in  the  entry 

must  mean  "  curators  "  as  they  were  certainly  long  over  fourteen  years  of  age  at  this  date.     David 

is  also  named  as  cautioner  for  his  mother  19  Jan.  1571  (D.B.R.  191). 
5  See,  inter  alia,  S.W.  21,  32  (1571-76),  and  D.P.B.  141  a  6,  143,  147,  151,  153  a  d  (called  "  elder  "  in 

distinction  from  the  son    of   the   clerk),  1416,   197  6,  213,   222,  227,   248,   called   "merchant   of 

Dundee"  ;  D.B.R.  130  6,  162,  170. 
0  This  resignation  is  twice  recorded,  (a)  in  the  Protocol  Books,  ut  sup.,  when  no  witnesses  are  named,  aud 

(b)  again,  though  not  noted  in  vol.  ii  of  this  book,  in  the  fifth  of  the  small  minute  books,  when  the 

witnesses  are  given  as  David  and  Robert  Wedderburn.     It  is  possible,  however,  these  are  the  sons  of 

the  clerk,  not  of  the  vicar. 
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Robert  Wedderburni  [1550 — 1622?],  only  surviving  son  of  Mr.  Robert  Wedder-  Part  *• 
burn  and  Isobell  Lovell.  He  is  first  named  in  1552-53  in  the  precept  for  and  letters  of  chap-  x- 
le°itimation  already  mentioned  (R.P.S.  19,  G.S.R.  32),  though  even  after  this,  he  and  his 
brother  are  sometimes  called  "sons  natural"  of  their  mother,  e.g.,  when,  12  Nov.  1560, 
she  and  they  get  sasine  from  Alexander  Maxwell  of  Tealing  of  a  third  of  the  lands  of  Balkello 
(D.P.B.  106),  and  26  April  1570,  when  she  and  Robert  get  an  annual  rent  from  Richard 
Thane  of  Logy  (D.P.B.  152).  The  service  (23  Nov.  1560)  of  their  cousin,  John  Wedder- 
burn,  as  nearest  agnate  to  them  (D.B.R.  104)  has  been  referred  to  above,  to  show  that  they 
were  then  under  age,  as  they  probably  were  until  1571  (D.B.R.  187,  194).  Robert  was,  as 
we  have  seen,  heir  to  his  brother,  David,  and  inherited  property  from  him,  his  mother,  aud 
his  stepfather,  David  Cant  (D.P.B.  248,  262  ;  D.B.R.  276).  He  at  one  time,  27  Aug.  1590, 
acquired  some  land  called  Kilmanyis-tak  in  and  near  Wester  Gourdie,  but  resigned  it, 
9  Nov.  1591,  to  Alexander  Wedderburn,  the  clerk  (S.W.  68  a,  b.  302  ;  D.P.B.  316).2  He 
lived  in  the  Flukergait  of  1  hindee,  where  he  long  traded  as  a  merchant,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  affairs  of  the  burgh.  He  was  admitted  a  burgess  14  Dec.  1580  (D.L.B.  25) 
and  after  a  lapse  of  some  years,  is  frequently  named,  1591-95,  as  councillor  (D.C.B.  18) ; 
1591-92,  as  hospital-master  (D.B.R.  290,  D.P.B.  289)  to  which  office  he  was  elected  on 
19  Sept.  in  the  former  year  (D.C.B.  17);  1596,  as  a  magistrate  (D.B.R.  311  d) ;  1598, 
as  collector  of  the  unlaws,  being  so  elected  5  Oct.  (D.C.B.  22) ;  and  again,  1599-1608,  as 
councillor,  in  which  capacity  he  is  one  of  the  signatories  to  a  gift  of  the  clerkship,  17  July 
1604,  in  favour  of  .lames  Wedderburn,  second  son  of  Kingennie  (D.C.B.  28),  and  is  also 
occasionally  named  as  a  member  of  assize.3  He  is  constantly  designed  "  merchant "  to 
distinguish  him  from  his  namesake,  the  notary,  in  relation  to  whom  he  is  also  called 
"  younger,"  although  as  against  two  others  of  the  same  name,  a  younger  brother  of 
Kingennie,  and  a  son  of  Patrick  Wedderburn  and  Elizabeth  Low  he  is  himself  "  elder."4 
e.g.,  1 8  Nov.  1591,  when  there  is  an  assignation  by  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  the  clerk, 
to  his  cousin,  Robert  Wedderburn,  elder,  merchant  burgess  of  Dundee  (S.W.  80).  He 
is  named  in  various  business  transactions,  such  as  the  granting  of  bonds  or  discharges, 
from  1581  on.5  Thus  he  was  one  of  the  creditors  of  David,  Earl  of  Crawfurd,  whose 
arrest  and  commitment  to  Edinburgh  Castle  he  joined  in  securing  (R.I).  20,  R.P.C. 
39  41-2);  and  he  had  various  dealings  with  his  "gossip"  or  cousin  David,  the  author 
of  the  "Compt  Buik,"  in  which  he  is  mentioned  as  late  as  8  Sept.  1619  (D.W.  9  d). 
In  the  same  record  we  find  him  acting  as  godfather  to  David's  daughter  Matilda, 
25  Jan.  1595,  and  taking  charge  of  the  papers  of  Alexander,  orphan  son  of  Kin- 
gennie's  brother,  Robert  {'lb.  12  /;,  14  c,  15  c),  while  7  Sept.  1597  he  is  concerned  in 
the  affairs  of  the  daughters  of  Edward  Wedderburn,  to  one  of  whom  he  seems  to  have 
been  executor  (D.B.R.  319-20).  There  are  many  minor  allusions  to  him  as  witness,  &c. 
but  they  add  nothing  to  what  we  know  of  him.6  The  date  of  his  death  is  not  certain, 
he  was  certainly  living  3  Nov.  1617  when  there  is  a  contract  for  his  maintenance  in  his 
old  a°'e,  made  between  him  and  his  eldest  son  and  daughter  (D.B.R.  401)  and  an  entry 
of  8  Sept.   1619  in  David  Wedderburn's  "  Compt  Buik,"  just  mentioned,  must  also  be 

1  Synopsis  of  references.     S.W.  32,  62,  63,  68  a,  b,  80,  159,  161,  302  ;  D.W.  9  d,  11  b,  n,  12  d,  h,  14  b,  c, 

15  b  c,  21  a.  B.C.  41,  71  ;  D.L.B.  25  ;  D.P.B.  106,  152,  197  A,  199,  204,  205,  215  a,  248,  254,  262, 
267c,  285,289,  294,  316,  319,  324,  335,  422  ;  D.B.R.  104,  187,  194,  246,  276,  279,  282,  290,  311  d,  319, 
320  323,  304,  345  a,  356,  359  a,  375  c,  401,  407  a,  445  ;  D.C.B.  17,  18,  21,  22,  25,  28  ;  D.T.G. 
9  a  ■  D.G.K.  2,  4.  G.S.R.  32  ;  R.P.C.  9,  21,  24,  25,  28,  30,  39,  41,  42,  47  ;  R.P.S.  19  ;  F.S.  30  ;  R.D. 
4,  5,  13,  14,  15,  17,  18,  20,  22  ;  R.A.D.  57,  60  ;  Br.T.  3. 

2  Some  other  occasions  when  he  and  his  wife  acquired  property  or  annual  rents  are  referred  to  post  p.  20  n. 

3  See  D.C.  41  ;  D.C.B.  21,  25;  D.B.R.  340,  356,  359a  ;  R.P.C.  30.     He  also  is  the  Robert  Wedderburn, 

kirkmaster,  named  in  a  marginal  note  to  David  Wedderburn's  MS.  114.  I  think  it  is  to  him,  too, 
that  the  entries  R.P.C.  9,  21  refer. 
i  It  is  not  always  easy,  in  the  absence  of  any  words  of  designation,  to  fix  which  Robert  is  meant.  Old 
Robert,  who  m.  Janet  Kyd,  was  living  till  about  1575  ;  his  sou,  the  notary,  1546-1611  ;  Robert  (the 
merchant)  1550-1622  ?  ;  the  brother  of  Kingennie  from  about  1565-93  ;  aud  finally  the  son  of  Patrick 
Wedderburn  and  Elizabeth  Low  is  named  15S8-95  and  was  probably  living  till  nearly  1616.  Thus, 
30  March  1590,  Robert  Wedderburn,  elder,  and  Robert  Wedderburn,  merchant,  are  on  the  same 
assize  (D.B.R.  279),  and  Robert  Wedderburn.  elder,  who,  9  Oct.  1602,  grants  a  bond,  written  by  the 
notary,  is  no  doubt  the  merchant,  but  on  another  occasion,  16  May  1604,  when  Robert  Wedderburn, 
elder  and  younger,  are  both  named,  it  is  impossible  to  tell  whether  the  notary  and  merchant  or  the 
merchant  and  the  son  of  Patrick  are  intended  (R.P.C.  25,  28). 

5  S.W.  161  ;  D.P.B.  197  4,  215  a;  D.B.R.  275  a,  282  ;  R.P.C.  24  ;  R.D.  4,  5,  13-15,  17,  18,  22. 

6  See  D.W.  11  n,  where  Robert  Wedderburn  who  witnesses  a  document  24  Feb.  1569  may  be  either  he  or 

the  notary.      See  also  S.W.  32,  62,  63,  68  6,  159;  D.W.  12  d,  21a;  D.P.B.   267  e,  303  a;  D.B.R. 
323,  375  c ;  D.T.G.  9  a;  D.G.R.  2,  4. 
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Part  I.  to  him  (D.W.  9  d).  His  eldest  son  David  is  described  as  "  the  son  of  Robert  Wedderburn," 
Chap.  I.  as  if  he  was  then  stiii  aiiVCj  20  June  1620  (D.P.B.  422),  and  the  admission  of  his 
second  son  John  as  burgess  of  Dundee  16  June  1622  (D.L.B.  42)  is  made  "ratione 
privilegii  Roberti  Wedderburn  sui  patris,"  not  "  quondam  Roberti,"  so  that  he  was 
apparently  alive  at  that  date  also.  The  first  reference  to  him  as  dead  is  in  a.  document  of 
1631  ;l  while  later  on,  in  1643  and  1655,  the  lands  in  the  Flukergait  and  in  the  Westfield 
of  Dundee,  once  belonging  to  him,  are  so  mentioned  (D.B.R.  445  ;  D.C.  71  ;  F.S.  30). 

By  his  wife  Euphame  Coustoun  (relict  of  Robert  Scot),2  whom  he  married  before 
14  March  1579  (D.B.B..  246),  and  who  died  Sept.  1612  (Br.T.  3),  he  had  issue  two  sons 
and  a  daughter  :— 

1.  David  Wedderburn.     See  post  p.  21. 

2.  John  Wedderburn  [1585  '-1642  ?].3     He  is  first  named  22  May  1615,  when  Mr. 

David  and  John  Wedderburn,  burgesses,  brothers,  are  witnesses  (D.P.B.  386),  after 

which  he  is  often  mentioned  as  a  merchant  burgess  of  Dundee  down  to  27  Feb.  1642 

(D.P.B.  462).     Although  called  "burgess  "  on  earlier  occasions,  he  was  not  in  fact 

admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  burgh  until  22  June  1622  (D.L.B.  42 1,  when  his  name 

appears  "  by  the  privilege  of  his  father  Robert."     Few  of  the  entries  relating  to 

him  are  of  interest,  most  of  them  recording  only  some  occasion  on  which  he  acted  as 

witness,  granted  or  obtained  some  bond,  was  party  to  a  decree,  &c.4     There  is  no 

mention  of  his  ever  having  any  wife  or  children,  and  that  he  died  without  any  such 

to  succeed  him,  before  3 1  Dec.  1 642,  is  clear  from  the  fact  that  on  that  day  his  sister 

Elizabeth  was  returned  heir  to  his  elder  brother  David  (R.H.  21). 

Elizabeth  Wedderburn,5   only  daughter  of    Robert    Wedderburn   and    Eufame 

Coustoun,  and  ultimately   heir  of    her   brother   1  >avid   (ut  sup),   is  first  named 

19  May  1580  in  the  will  of  her  paternal  grandmother,  Isobell  Lovell  (D.P.B.  205), 

and  is  probably  the  person  of  her  name  who  obtains  two  decrees  5,  21  May  1595 

(D.B.R.   301  a).     She  is  also  mentioned    27   April    1612  as  sister  to  Mr.  David 

Wedderburn  (D.B.R.  275  li),  and  as  there  is  no  reference  to  any  husband  in  the 

entry,  she  was  probably  then  unmarried.     She  was,  however,  thrice  married  : — 

i.  Before  1616,  to  Robert  Murray  of  Dundee,  "one  of  his  Majestie's  guard." 
They  are  first  named,  28  March  1616,  in  a  complaint  by  them,  as  assignees  of  her 
father  and  her  late  mother  v.  Hew  Maxwell  of  Tealing,  for  non-payment  of  certain 
monies  (R.P.C.  47).  They  are  named  again,  3  Nov.  1617,  in  the  contract  for  the 
maintenance  of  her  father  in  his  old  age.  already  referred  to  (D  B.R.  401), 
and   in    a   bond,     21,    26    June    1632,    by    Thomas    Blair   to   her   (R.D.    108). 

1  Omitted  from  vol.  ii.  1631.  March  2. — Disposition  of  an  annual  rent  out  of  land  in  South  Flukergait 
bounded  west  by  that  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Wedderburn  (Dundee  Charters,  Box  vi  Bundle  ii,  No.  6.) 

-  She  was  a  daughter  of  John  Coustoun  and  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  (post  Part  ii,  chap.  i).  as  appears 
from  an  entry  in  which  Robert  Wedderburn  is  expressly  called  son-imlaw  to  John  Coustoun  (D.P.B. 
254),  and  she  was  relict  of  Robert  Scot,  by  whom  she  had  a  daughter  Euphame  (D.P.B.  324,  335  ; 
D.B.R.  240)  who  in.  James  Fraser  and  had- a  daughter  Jeane,  named  in  her  grandmother's  will 
(Br.T.  3).  Euphame  Coustoun  is  often  mentioned  in  the  Dundee  Records,  e.g.,  1580,  April  30,  when 
she  and  Robert  Wedderburn  buy  an  annual  rent  out  of  Balkello  (D.P.B.  204),  1591,  when  they  get 
a  South  Flukergait  house  and  part  of  Craigie  (ib.  285,  319)  ;  as  well  as  1591,  Nov.  18,  an  annual  rent 
out  of  it  (S.W.  80i.  On  28  Dec  1592  she  stood  godmother  to  Eufame,  daughter  of  David  Wedder- 
burn of  the  "Compt  Buik"  (D.W.  14  6,  15  6).  See  also  D.P.B.  294,  D.B.R.  345  a,  and  especially 
R.A.D.  57.  when,  12  March  1612,  she  and  her  husband  sue  Thomas  Lyell  of  Murchill  for  money  due 
for  his  maintenance,  alleging  that  they  are  "  ventineris  and  oistlaris  keiping  and  ane  oppiu  oistlarie 
within  the  burgh  of  Dundee,  as  is  notour  to  the  Lordis  of  Counsell  and  the  haill  cuutri."  Euphame 
Coustoun's  will,  which  records  the  date  of  her  death,  also  names  her  two  sons  David  and  John 
Wedderburn,  her  daughter  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  and  her  grand-daughter  or  "  oye  "  Jeane  Fraser, 
whose  mother,  not  named  in  the  will,  was  seemiuglv  dead  at  its  date  (Br.T.  3). 

3  Synopsis  of  references.     1615-40.     S.W.    243,  273.      D.W.   3,  20  d,e,f  ;  D.L.B.  42;  D.P.B.  386,  411, 

4336,  436,  438,  440,  462  ;  D.B.R.  401,  407a,  4146,  4186,  438  ;  G.S.R.  105  ;  F.S.  7  ;  R.D.  62a,  67, 120. 

4  Thev  may  be  briefly  summarized  :  1615,  May  22,  witness  (D.P.B.  386) ;   1617,  July  3,  witness  (R.D.  62  a) ; 

Nov.  3,  witness  (D.B.R.  401)  ;  Dec.  24,  witness  (D.P.B.  411)  ;  1618,  July  21,  journevstoS.  Andrew's 
(D.W.  20  d)  ;  July  22,  decree  iD.B  R.  407  a)  ;  1619,  Feb.  26,  bond  (R.D.  67)  ;  1620,  decree  (D.W. 
20  e).  1622,  June  10,  admitted  burgess  (D.L.B.  42)  ;  Aug.  5,  borrows  a  "  camp  bed  of  aik  "  from 
David  Wedderburn  (D.W.  3);  1624,  discharge  (D.W.  20  /) ;  1630,  Mav,  witness  (S.W.  243, 
G  S.K.  105)  ;  1634,  Jan.  21-24,  sheriff  in  a  sasine  (D.P.B.  433  6)  ;  1635,  April  6,  decree  (D.B.R.  414)  ; 
Dec.  18,  curator  to  John  Murray,  his  sister's  son  (D.P.B.  436)  ;  1636,  Aug.  20,  bond  (R.D.  120)  ; 
Dec.  10.  next  of  kin  to  his  sister's  children  (D.B.R.  438)  ;  1637,  Dec.  8,  procurator  (D.P.B.  438) ; 
1638,  March  23,  witness  (i6.  440,  S.W.  273)  ;  May  2,  witness  ^F.S.  7)  ;  1639,  July  22,  decree 
(D.B.R.  418)  ;  1640,  Feb  27,  witness  (D.P.B.  462). 

5  Synopsis  of  references.     D.P.B.  205,  436,  466,  479,  511 ;  D.B.R.  301  a,  375  6,  401,  412  b,c,  424,  438, 

445  ;  D.  Adm.  6,  8  ;  R.P.C.  47  ;  R.H.  21  ;  R.D.  108,  139,  150;  D.M.  2,  4. 
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Robert  Murray  died  between  27  Aug.  and  24  Nov.  1634.  On  the  former  date  he  is  Part  r. 
named  as  living,  and  on  the  latter  she  is  first  called  his  relict  (ib.  412  6  c).  By  chaP  T- 
him  she  had,  besides  a  daughter  Elizabeth,  four  sons,  John,  Robert,  Gideon,  and 
James  (D.P.B.  436  ;  D.B.R.  438).  of  whom  John  was  living  15  April  1642,  when 
he  and  his  wife,  Isobell  Goldman  are  named  as  owning  a  South  Flukergait  land 
subject  to  his  mother's  liferent  (D.F.  B.  466).  It  is  in  respect  of  this  property  that 
she,  "  relict  of  Robert  Murray,"  got  a  decreet  of  removal  v.  various  persons  21  May 
1638  (I).  Adm.  6).  At  this  date,  1638,  she  was  no  doubt  still  a  widow,  but  she 
remarried 

ii.  Before  164]  Thomas  Mnncur  of  Seggieden,  co.  Perth.  See  D.B.R.  424, 
when  23  June  1611  she  is  named  as  "relict  of  Robert  Murray  and  spouse  of 
Thomas  Moncur  of  Seckiden."  She  is  similarly  mentioned  21  June  (ib.  445)  and 
17  Aug.  1643  (D.  Adm.  8).  There  can  have  been' no  issue  of  this  marriage.  It 
does  not  appear  when  Seggieden  died,  but  it  was  before  Oct.  1646,  and  early  in  the 
next  year  Elizabeth  married 

iii.  At  Dundee  27  Feb.  1647  (by  banns  4  Oct.  1646)  James  Lovell  of  Kinneuchie 
(D.M.  2.  4),  who  died  soon  after,  as  David  Lovell  of  Kinneuchie  (eldest  son  of  the 
late  James  Lovell)  is  named  in  1649  (R.l>.  150).  She  is  referred  to  as  "relict  of 
James  Lovell  of  Kinoquhi  "  in  a  bond  by  her  and  her  daughter  Elizabeth  Murray, 
wife  of  James  Moncur,  fiar  of  Knap,  dated  12  Nov.  1652  (R.D.  139).  The  last 
mention  of  her  as  living  is  dated  9  Jan.  1654,  when  she  is  designed  relict  of  her 
first  husband  (D.P.B.  479).  Later  on,  however,  there  are  references  to  the  land  in 
South  Flukergait  as  that  of  the  heirs  of  herself  and  Robert  Murray  (e.g.  D.P.B.  511). 
She  may  have  been  buried,  according  to  a  prevalent  custom,  with  her  first  husband, 
to  whom  she  had  erected  a  monument  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee.  This  stone  is  no 
longer  discoverable  and  was  already  in  decay  in  1713  when  Robert  Menteith,  in  his 
Theater  of  Mortality,  published  in  that  year,  read  the  inscription  on  it  thus — 

"  Elizabetha  Wedderburna  ex  autiqua  Wedderburnorum  fanrilia  oriunda,  Roberto  Moravio 
sibique  in  inemoriam  ponebat  qua;  post  aliquot  annos  viruni  secuta  obiit. 

Mors  sola  fatetur 
Quantula  siut  homiuum  corpuscula."1 

David  Wedderburn'2  [1580? — 1627]  eldest  son  of  Robert  Wedderburn  and  Euphame 
•Coustoun,  is  first  mentioned  1 0  March  1591  when  there  is  registered  a  sasine  of  land  in  South 
Flukergait  in  favour  of  his  parents  and  himself  (D.P.B.  285).  After  this  he  is  not  mentioned 
for  some  years,  except  in  an  incomplete  reference,  1605  July  6,  "Past  to  the  dwelling-house 
of  Robert  Weddderburn  (no  doubt  his  father)  in  Dundie  quhair  David,  younger,  remains 

when  he  is  in  the  said  brucht  (burgh)  at  bed  and  buirde  "  (D.P.B.  359).     He  was,  no 

doubt,  educated  at  St.  Andrew's,  and  to  his  degree  there  in  1606  (S.A.R.  18,  15)  owes 
the  prefix  of  "  Magister  "  by  which  he  is  almost  always  distinguished,  e.g.,  22  May  1615, 
when  he  is  witness  with  his  brother  John  (D.P.B.  386).  I  have  already  more  than  once 
referred  to  the  contract  for  his  father's  support,  3  Nov.  1617  (D.B.R.  401).  Other 
references  to  him  are  to  his  business  as  a  merchant  1613-26  (R.D.  68,  70,  78,  81,  82,  89  ; 
R.A.D.  60,  64). 

He  married  about  1619-20  Alison  Watson,  on  whom  he  made  a  settlement  of  the 
life-interest  in  a  South  Flukergait  property,  20  June  1620  (D.P.  B.  422),  the  reversion  being 
afterwards  settled  by  him,  1  Oct.  1621,  on  his  son  Andrew  (ib.  425).  Although  in  this 
entry  he  is  called  "  burgess  in  South  Flukergait,"  the  "  Lockit  Buik  "  contains  no  record  of 
his  burgess-ship,  perhaps  by  reason  of  some  omission,  as  his  son  Andrew  when  admitted 
is  referred  to  us  the  son  of  Mr.  David  Wedderburn,  "  who  was  a  burgess  and  brother 
of  the  guild  "  (D.L.B.  52).  He  was,  perhaps,  more  closely  connected  with  Burntisland, 
co.  Fife,  of  which  place  he  was  a  burgess.  This  appears  by  the  confirmation  of  his  will, 
dated  at  Burntisland  22  Dec.  1627,  and  confirmed  at  S.  Andrew's  18  July  1628,  in  which 
he  is  so  designed  (S.A.T.  7).  The  will  is  given  up  by  his  relict  Allesone  Watsone  (living 
1640)  in  the  name  of  his  sons  and  executors  (both  mere  children),  Andrew  and  Alexander, 
to  whom  he  bequeaths  all  his  property,  except  a  sum  left  to  his  natural  son,  Robert.  His 
issue  was  thus  : — 

1  See  ante  p.  6,  n  2,  as  to  the  inscription  and  errors  founded  upon  it. 

-  Synopsis  of  references  to  him  and  his  sons.     S.A.R.  13,  15,  24  ;  D.L.B.  52  ;  D.P.B.  285,  359,  386,  422, 
425  ;  D.B.R.  401  ;  D.D.  7  ;  R.H.  21  ;  R.D.  68,  70,  78,  81,  82,  89,  95  ;  R.A.D.  60.  64  ;  S.A.T.  7,  8,  9. 
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Part  r.  1.     Andrew  Wedderburn  [1620? — 39],  bora  about  1620,  when  the  above 

cjiap.  i.  settlement  was  made  on  him  (D.P.B.  425).     Named  as  his  father's  only  (surviving) 

child  18  July  1629  (R.D.  95).  Educated  at  S.  Andrew's,  where  he  matriculated  1635 
(S.A.R.  24).  Also  mentioned  as  a  witness  31  May  1636  (D.D.  7).  Admitted  burgess 
of  Dundee  7  Nov.  1637  (D  L.B.  52).  Was  also  a  burgess  of  Burntisland,  being  so 
designed  in  his  will,  dated  17  July  1639,  and  confirmed  at  S.  Andrew's  1  April  1640 
(S.A.T.  9).  By  this  document  he  leaves  all  his  property  to  his  mother,  except  a  sum 
to  his  natural  son,  Francis,  to  be  paid  to  him  on  his  reaching  14  years  of  age.1 

2.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  [1 62 1 1—  28]  Named  in  his  father's  will,  ul  su]>. 
His  "  testament  dative,"  or  the  administration  of  his  estate,  was  confirmed  at 
S.  Andrew's  (S.A.T.  8) ;  the  confirmation  reciting  his  death  in  1628.  The  testament 
is  given  up  by  his  brother  and  executor  dative,  and  names  his  father's  natural  son 
Robert  as  then  alive. 

—  Robert,  natural  son,  living  1627-28  (S.A.T.  7,  8).1 

We  have  already  seen  that  on  the  failure  of  the  lawful  issue  of  her  brother 
David  and  on  the  death  s.p.  of  her  brother  John,  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  their  sister, 
was  returned  heir  to  David  31  Dec.  1642  (R.  H.  21). 

Tabular  Pedigree  of  the  account  given  in  the  foregoing  section. 

Robert  Wedderburn,  Vicar  of  Dundee  1551,  probably  the  ||  Isobell  Lovell,  who  m.  David  Cant, 
author  of  "  The  Complaynt  of  Scotland.  "     Died  1555-60.      |  Liviug  1580.     Died  before  1587. 

I T J 

David,  legitimatised  1552.  Died  Robert  Wedderburn,  legitimatized  1552,=pEuphame,  d.  to  John  Cous- 
unmar.  1583-85,  his  brother  Ro-  burgess  1580.  A  merchant  in  Dundee.  I  toun,  and  relict  of  Robert 
bert  being  his  heir.  Died  c.  1630  (?i.  I  Scott.     Died  1612. 


David   Wedderburn,  =p Alison  Watson.  John  Wedderburn,  a  mer-  Elizabeth  m. 


burgess  of    Burntis- 
land.   Died  1627-28. 


Living  1639.  chant  in   Dundee.     Died       1.  Robert  Murray.     Died  1634. 

c.  1640-41.  2.  Thomas  Moncur  of  Seggieden. 

3.  1 647,  James  Lovell  of  Kinneuchie. 
Living  1654.  Retoured  heir  to  her 
brother  David  1642. 


I r ■• -| 

Andrew  Wedderburn,  born  c.  1620.  Alexander    Wedderburn,  Robert  (natural  son) 

Burgess  of    Dundee   1637.     Died  born  c.  1621  ;  died  unm.  Living  1639. 

unm.  1639.  1628. 

Francis  (natural  son). 


Sect.  IV. — Sis  eldest  son,  James  Wedderburn,  and  his  descendants  in  Dundee  and  in  Moravia. 
His  grandson,  John  Wedderburn  (m.  Margaret  Lindsay),  and  his  two  sons  (a) 
John  Wedderburn,  protomedicus  in  Moravia,  and  his  descendants  there  ;  (b)  James 
Wedderburn,  Bishop  of  Dunblane. 

James  Wedderburn  [1495? — 1553J,3  eldest  son  of  James  Wedderburn  (ante  p.  5), 
and  Janet  Barry,  was  born  probably  a  little  before  1500.  The  exact  date  cannot  be  fixed, 
but  he  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1514,  although  he  seems  not  to  have  proceeded  to 
take  any  degree  there  (S.A.R.  7).     He  was  entered  heir  to  his  father  in  an  annual  rent 

28  Sept.  1521  (D.P.B.  5),  and  is  named  as  sitting  on  the  same  assize  with  James 
Wedderburn,   elder  and  younger,   20  Dec.  in  that  year  (D.B.R.    12).     Ten  years  later, 

29  Nov.  1531,  again  as  his  father's  heir,  he  got  sasine  of  a  land  in  S.  Margaret's 
close,  North  Marketgait  (ib.  42).  He  had  been  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee, 
17   Oct.   1517    (D.L.B.    3),  and  thereafter  is  often  named  in  the  records  of  the  burgh 

1  The  registers  of  the  parish  of  Burntisland  have  been  searched  from  their  earliest  date  1672  down  to  1750, 
but  contain  no  Wedderburn  entries.  If,  therefore,  either  Francis  or  Robert  Wedderburn  had 
descendants,  they  must  have  settled  elsewhere.  I  find  a  reference  to  a  Francis  Wedderburn,  who 
very  probably  is  this  son  of  David  of  Burntisland,  in  a  volume  of  the  Calendar  of  State  Papers 
(Colonial  Series,  America  and  the  West  Indies  1675-76,  published  in  1895,  §  1217)  where  there  is 
recorded  10  Feb.  1672  the  "  Relation  of  Major  Beaton,  captain  of  the  Assistance,  frigate  of 
Commander  Francis  Weatherbourne  and  his  man  of  war  Charity,  captured  at  Campeachy  (Jamaica)." 

-  Synopsis  of  references.  S.A.R.  7  ;  D.C.  14,  17  ;  D.L.B.  3  ;  D.P.B.  5,  22,  42,  47,  267/  ;  D.B.R.  6  a  b,  T, 
10a,  18  be,  20  c,  21  c,  25  a,  46;  G.S.R.  15,  19,  20,  21.     Reg.  £pisc.  Brech.  ii,  319. 
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in  the  years  1521-23  and  1531-37. 1  The  interesting  account  of  him  given  by  Calder-  Part  i- 
Avood  has  been  already  quoted  (p.  10),  and  explains  the  almost  complete  disappearance  of  his  chaP-  & 
name  from  the  Dundee  records  after  1537.  They  contain,  in  fact,  only  two  later 
mentions  of  him,  viz.,  1550  Nov.  10,  when  part  of  a  cargo  of  wine  sent  from  Dieppe 
to  Dundee  is  described  as  the  property  of  "  James  Wedderburn  of  Deip,"  a  slight  but 
interesting  corroboration  of  Galderwood's  account  (D.B.E.  25  a) ;  and  3  Nov.  1553,  when 
his  son  John  is  returned  heir  to  him  (ib.  46).  There  are,  however,  some  important  earlier 
references  to  him  in  the  Great  Seal  Register.  Thus  by  a  charter,  dated  14  Jan.  and 
confirmed  20  Jan.  1527-28,  Janet  Forrester,  daughter  and  heiress  of  the  late  David 
Forrester  in  Neva,  with  consent  of  -lames  Wedderburn,  younger,  her  husband,  grants  to 
John  Wedderburn,  their  son,  and  his  heirs  the  lands  of  Trosto  and  Tullohill,  in  the  barony 
of  Feme,  co  Forfar,  subject  to  her  own  and  her  husband's  life-rent  (G.S.R.  15). 2  These 
lands  are  named  in  the  Dundee  records  6-7  Nov.  1527  (D.P.B.  22),  when  possession  of 
Crosco  (sic)  and  Tullohill  is  given  to  Henry  Wedderburn,3  son  of  James  Wedderburn, 
younger,  as  attorney  for  Janet  Forrester,  wife  of  the  said  James  The  lands,  however, 
soon  passed  out  of  the  family,  as  27  May  1533  there  is  a  great  seal  charter  by  which  the 
King  grants  to  Thomas  Cullace  and  his  heirs  the  lands  of  Trosco  (sic)  and  one  part  of 
Tullohill,  the  fee  of  which  is  resigned  by  John  Wedderburn  and  the  life-rent  by  Janet 
Forrester  (G.S.R.  19).  A  little  later  there  is  another  charter,  31  Aug.  1533  (confirmed 
14  Oct),  by  which  James  Scrymgeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  sells  to  James  Wedderburn, 
younger,  burgess  of  Dundee,  and  Jonet  Forrester,  his  wife,  for  life,  and  to  their  son  John 
and  his  heirs  in  fee,  thirteen  acres  of  land  in  the  lordship  of  Dudop  (ib.  20),  which  are 
named  as  in  James'  occupation  3  July  1534  (ib.  21). 

James  Wedderburn4  died,  as  we  have  seen,  in  France,  probably  at  Dieppe,  before  the  close 
of  1553.    By  his  wife  Janet  Forrester  he  left  issue  a  son,  J  ohn,  and  perhaps  two  other  sons : 

1.  John  "Wedderburn.     See  post  p.  24. 

2.  Gilbert  "Wedderburn,  named  8  May  1568  in  an  assignation  ( D.P.B.  70) 
by  "  Gilbert  Wedderburn,  burgess  of  Dundie,  lauchfull  sone  and  ■»«?  (sic)  of  umquhill 
James  Wedderburn,"  now  about  "  to  pas  his  wayage  be  schip  furth  of  this  realme  to 
utheris  pairtis  "  and  who  thereupon  assigns  to  Alexander  Wedderburn,  the  clerk,  in 
security  for  a  debt,  "  all  maner  of  airschip  guidis  &c.  pertaining  to  him  be  ressone 
of  the  deceis  "  of  his  father.5 

3.  Henry  "Wedderburn.6 

1  It  is  not  always  easy  to  determine  which  of  more  than  one  contemporary  James  is  meant.  (See  ante 
p.  11  n.  2.)  I  think  that  it  is  the  son  of  Robert,  who  is  called  '"  younger  "  in  the  latter  years  of  old 
James  Wedderburn,  on  whose  death  he  becomes  "  elder  "  and  James'  son  "  younger."  Thus  the 
James  Wedderburn,  junior,  admitted  burgess  (early)  in  1514  (D.L-B.  1)  is,  in  my  view,  the  son  of 
Robert,  and  not,  as  Mr.  Millar  assumes,  the  son  of  James.  There  is  an  entry  in  1521  (D.B.R.  10  a) 
when  James  Wedderburn,  elder,  and  James  Wedderburn,  James'  son,  are  named  together,  which 
makes  it  clear  that  James  Wedderburn,  elder,  at  that  date,  was  not  the  son  of  James.  The  following 
entries  refer  to  the  son  of  James:  1521,  April  16,  "son  of  James"  (D.B.R.  6  a) ;  May  26, 
on  assize  with  another  of  his  name  (ib.  7) ',  July  1,  "son  of  James"  on  an  inquest  (ib.  10  a); 
Aug.  20,  bailie  or  councillor  (D.C.  14);  Sept.  30,  "younger,"  on  the  council  (D.B.R.  106)  ;  1522, 
March  10,  on  assize ;  March  20,  "son  of  James,"  assessor;  Aug.  27,  procurator;  Oct.  3,  elected 
councillor  (ib.  18  b,  c,  20  c,  21  c)  ;  1532.  Nov.  4.  younger,  sheriff  by  royal  letters  (D.P.B.  47) ;  1536-37, 
younger,  bailie,  witness  (D.C.  17  and  Reg.  Episc.  Brech.  ii,  319).  See  also  the  references  given  post 
Chap,  iv.,  Subseet.  i.,  some  of  which  may  be  to  him. 

-  This  charter  is  witnessed  by  Sir  (Dominus)  Thomas  Wedderburn  and  Sir  Robert  Wedderburn  and  others, 
chaplains  and  notaries,  and  is  signed  by  the  spouses  with  their  own  hands,  a  fact  to  which  Mr.  Millar 
calls  attention  as  evidence  of  education  and  position  in  days  when  women,  at  any  rate,  were 
seldom  able  to  write. 

3  I  question  if  this  entry  is  accurate,  as  there  is  no  other  mention  of  such  a  son.     Perhaps  we  should  read 

"  brother  "  for  "  son,"  or  "  John  "  for  "  Henry." 

4  James  Wedderburn,  burgess  of  Dundee,  named  25  Jan.  1526  re  the  disputes  between  Dundee  and  Perth 

(Reg.  Aberbrothock,  No.  638),  may  be  he  or  his  namesake  the  son  of  Robert,  as  also  may  James 
Wedderburn,  bailie  of  Duudee,  named  7  Dec.  1532  (Reg-  Episc.  Brech.  pp.  184-85,  and  "James 
Wedderburn  zonger,  bailze,  witness  at  Dundee  "  23  Jan.  1536  is  certainly  he  (ib.  p.  319). 

5  There  is  no  other  clear  mention  of  this  son  Gilbert,  who  was  certainly  not  his  father's  heir.     The  word 

"  air  "  is  struck  through  in  the  record,  and  Iris  "  airschip,"  therefore,  must  mean  his  share  in  the  estate 
of  his  father.  There  can  be  no  confusion,  as  regards  this  entry,  with  his  uncle  Gilbert,  who  was  dead  at 
this  date  (see  ante  p.  7).  The  admission,  too,  of  Gilbert  Wedderburn  as  burgess  in  1537  (D.L.B.  14) 
certainly  refers  to  the  uncle,  as  the  nephew  would  then  be  much  too  young  for  admission,  but  it  is 
probable  that  the  entries  in  1554  referring  to  Gilbert  Wedderburn  in  Leith  are  to  the  nephew  and  not 
to  his  uncle  (D.B.R.  49,  52,  and  see  ante  p.  7  n.  4). 

6  See  above,  note3.  James  Wedderburnmay  also  have  had  female  issue,  and  thereare  some  persons  named  in  the 

Dundee  Records,  without  anything  to  show  their  parentage,  who  may  be  his  daughters.  See  post  chap.  v. 
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Parti.  John  Wedderburn1  [1525  1 — 1569],  eldest  son  of  James  Wedderburn  and  Janet 

Chap.  I.  porrester.  He  has  been  already  mentioned  in  the  references  to  the  Great  Seal  charters  of 
1528  and  1533  (G.S.R.  15,  19,  20),  and  was  probably  born  about  1525,  although  the 
resignation  by  him,  in  1533  (ib.  19)  of  Trosoo  and  Tullohill,  looks  as  if  he  was  then  of 
age;  this,  however,  having  regard  to  his  father's  age,  is  clearly  out  of  the  question.  He, 
no  doubt,  went  abroad  with  his  father,  at  whose  death  he  was  present,  and  whose 
injunctions,  as  Calderwood  tells  us,  he  then  received.  There  are  thus  no  references 
to  him  in  the  Dundee  records  until  his  return  to  Scotland  in  1552-53.  According 
to  the  "  Lockit  Buik"  he  was  at  once  admitted  burgess  in  1552  (D.L. B.  16), 
although  this  entry,  which  is  not  contemporaneous,  but  copied  or  written  up  from  some 
earlier  record,  may  not  be  accurate,  as,  26  Feb.  1554,  we  find  ".lohn  Wedderburn, 
son  of  the  late  James  Wedderburn,  junior,"  mentioned  as  taking  the  oath  of  liberty, 
upon  which  his  name  is  ordained  to  be  entered  in  the  "  Lockit  Buik "  (D.B.R.  53). 
Further,  his  admission  as  burgess  would  probably  be  subsequent  to  his  retour  as  heir  to 
his  father,  and  this  did  not  take  place  till  3  Nov.  1553  (D.B.R.  46). 2  from  this  time  until 
his  death,  in  Oct.-Nov.  1569,  he  lived  in  Duudee,^  where  he  carried  on  business  as  a 
merchant  and  shipowner,4  and  was  an  energetic  member  of  the  community.  We  find  him 
constantly  acting  as  bailie,  councillor,  piermaster,  master  of  the  almshouse,5  witness  to  this  or 
that  transaction,6  cautioner  or  arbitrator  for  other  people,7  while  numerous  references  to 
actions  by  and  against  him  shows  that  he  had  a  considerable  business  as  a  merchant.8  His 
house  in  Dundee  was  situate  in  the  Flukergait,  and  he  seems  to  have  had  to  make  good  his 
title  to  it  by  the  production  of  his  "evidents"  in  1554  (D.B.R.  59-60,  62).  He  is  also  named, 
apparently  in  regard  to  some  Murraygait  land  (ib.  61  a),  and  certainly  owned  lands  "  near 
the  Butterburn  "  1555-69  (G.S.R.  33,  36),  on  the  west  of  the  Cemetery  (D.P.B.  143),  south 
of  South  Argylegait  (D.P.  B.  141  a),  and  also  a  small  piece  on  the  road  to  Forfar  (S.W.  18, 
D.P  B.  55,  64,  74).  His  eldest  son  James  is  mentioned,  1573-74,  as  owner  of  the  "  freelands 
of  Aberbrothie  in  heretage  "  (R.P.C.  6,  7),  but  I  do  not  find  the  father  mentioned  as  their 
owner,  although  his  great  grandson  is  retoured  heir  to  him  in  them,  many  years  after  (D.B.R. 
463).  He  is,  however,  named  as  the  owner  of  the  thirteen  acres  in  Dudop,  which  his  father- 
had  got  from  the  constable,  and  these  he  settled  on  his  second  son  John  in  1564  (R.P.S.  22). 
He  took  his  share  in  family  affairs.  Thus,  28  Nov.  1559,  he  had  the  charge  of  his  uncle 
Gilbert's  son,  John  (D.P.B.  98);  23  Nov.  1560  he  is  nearest  agnate  on  the  father's  side  to 
David,  son  of  the  late  Vicar  of  Dundee  (D.B.R.  104),  to  whom  he  became  curator  (D.P.B. 
135) ;  6  March  1562,  he  is  tutor  to  James,  son  of  David  Wedderburn  in  Murraygait  (D.  B.R. 
112  6),9  while,  23  Jan.  1568  (D.B.R.  157),  he  is  named  as  having  declined  the  curatorship  of 
Robert  Wedderburn  younger,  grandson  of  James  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Logan,  though  he 
must  have  consented  later,  as  he  seems  to  have  been  so  acting  15  Oct.  in  that  year  (ib.  169).10 

1  Synopsis  of  references.     S.W.  18  ;  D.C.  29,  30  ;  D.L  B.  16  ;  D.P.B.  55,  62,  64,  67,  75,  83,  86  a,  96,  98, 

100,105,  12],  132,  135,  141/,  143,  191,  223  6,  225,267  /',  274  ;  D.B.R.  Vol.  i.  a  b  d,  and  46,  49,  52,  53, 
55,  59-60, 61  a,  62,  76,  79,  88,  91,93,94,97,  102  a,  104,  105,106,  109-11,  112  6, 115  a  6,  116,  117,  118  a  />, 
120,  122,  123,  124  6,  131a,  134,  135  c,  f,  139,  140,  146  b,  150.  152  a,  d,  155  6,  157,  158  6,  161,  168, 
169,  173,  174,  177  a,  178,  181,  184-85,  187,  189,  192,  194,  195.  199,  201,  203,  211  c,  220,  229,  463  ; 
D.C.B.  1  a  bd,  3,  5,  7,  8  ;  D.T.G.  10  A;  G.S.R.  15,  19,  20,  33,  36  ;  R.P.C.  6,  7  ;  R.P.S.  22. 

2  He  had  required  an  inquest  for  the  purpose  10  Oct.  (D.B.R.  ibid,  orig.  MS.) 

3  At  first,  perhaps,  he  lived  in  Leith,  as  the  references  to  John  Wedderburn  there  1554,  Jan.  17,  Feb.  26, 

may  refer  to  him  (D.B.R.  49,  52). 

4  Thus,  1561,  Jan.  13,  and  1562,  Feb.  25,  Aug.  12,  31,  he  is  named  as  interested  in  the  "Nightingale" 

(D.B.R.  105,  111,  115),  and  1562,  Nov.  27,  as  part  owner  of  the  "  Elspeth "  (ib.  122).  His  "factors 
in  Burdeaux"  are  mentioned  28  Aug.  1562  (ib.  116). 

5  Thus,  1554,  Aug.  2,13,  he  is  on  assize  (D.B.K.  55  6)  ;  1557,  Sept.  26,  councillor  (ib.  76)  ;  1559.  Oct.  3, 

bailie;  1560,  Oct.  4,  bailie  ;  1561,  March  23,  councillor;  1563,  Oct.  19,  piermaster  ;  1566,  July  30, 
entrusted  with  the  repair  of  a  building ;  1567,  Jan.  22,  master  of  the  almshouse  (D.B.R.  Vol.  i.  a  b  d  ; 
D.C.B.  labd,  3,  5,7,  8).  See  also  D.C.  29,  30;  D.P.B.  141  f ;  and  D.B.R.  88,  91,  93,  97,  106,  117, 
118  a,  120,  124  6,  131,  135  c,f,  140  'substitute  for  Patrick  Lyoun,  customar),  146  b,  152  d,  155  6, 
158  6,  168,  178  (1569,  Oct.  3,   councillor),  and  D.T.G.  10  6. 

6  See  D.P.B.  86  a,  100,  105  (when,  in  1560,  he  is  called  "elder"  as  opposed  either  to  his  own  young  son,  or 

to  John  Wedderburn,  later  of  Craigie)  ;  121  (in  North  Marketgait,  1565)  :  132. 

7  Thus,  1561,  Nov.-Dec,  he  is  arbiter;  1566,  Mav 31,  cautioner;  1569,  Feb.  4, arbiter  (D.B.R.  109,150,173), 

and  Aug.  6,  bailie  for  Lord  Torphichen  (D.P.B.  78). 

8  See  D.BR.  55a,  94,   110,1186,139,   152  a,  161,  177  a,  and  193,a  decree  dated  19  Feb.  1571,  after  his 

death,  but  apparently  referring  to  him  rather  than  to  his  young  son. 

9  Tutor  here  must  mean  cautioner,  and  not  guardian,  as  James  was  long  since  of  age.     See  the  account 

of  him,  post  chap.  ii.  John  Wedderburn  was  also  curator  (11  Dec.  1562)  to  Robert,  son  of  David 
Wedderburn  in  Welgait  (D.B.R.  123). 

10  He  is  also  a  witness,  5  May  1567  (D.P.B.  67). 


JOHN,     OF     ABIRBOTHRIE. 


He  died  between  3  Oct.  1569,  the  last  date  on  which  he  is  named  as  living  (D.B.R.  178),  Part  I. 
«,nd  16  Nov.  in  the  same  year,  the  first  reference  to  him  as  dead  (ib.  181).     He  is  often  clmP-  *■ 
named  after  his  death  in  regard  to  his  North  Flukergait  property  or  to  one  or  other  of 
his  children  (e.g.  D.P.B.  213  c,  223  h,  225,  267/,   274  ;  D.B.R  220,  229).     His  executor 
was  James  Forrester,  and  there  are  a  good  many  references  to  his  executorship,  especially 
in  regard  to  an  action  against  him  by  Robert,  son  of  David  Wedderburn  in  Welgait.1 

He  was  twice  married  : — 

i.  To  Agnes  Hoppringill,  daughter  to  James  Hoppriugill.  This  marriage  took 
place  either  in  France  or  immediately  on  his  return  to  Scotland.     It  is  first  mentioned 

5  Aug.  1559,  when  he  and  his  wife  and  second  son,  John,  get  sasine  of  the  lands  of 
Curlungie  in  the  barony  of  Downy,  co.  Forfar  (D.P.B.  96),  and  she  and  the  same  son  are 
also  named  4  Feb.  1564  (R.P.S.  22).     She  died  before  1569,  leaving  issue  (see  below). 

ii.  About  27  Jan.  1569,  to  Christian  Wischart,  daughter  to  John  Wischart  of  that 
ilk.  The  marriage  contract,  dated  at  Logic  Wischart,  27  Jan.  ]  569,  is  recited  in  a  discharge 
made  by  Christian  to  her  husband's  executor,  12  March  1571  (D.B.R.  195).  Her  tocher 
-was  900  merks,  and  her  husband  settled  on  her  the  life-rent  of  his  Flukergait  property. 
She  survived  her  husband  some  years,  and  is  occasionally  named  as  his  relict  in  the 
Dundee  records,  1571-75  (D.P.B.  62,  83,  158,  191),  and  also  in  a  suit  against  her  step-son, 
John   Wedderburn,    in    regard    to  the  "  Temple  laud,"  of   which   she  had  the  life-rent 

10  Nov.  1586  (R.A.D.  22).     Of  this  marriage  there  was  no  issue. 

By  Agnes  Hoppringill,  his  first  wife,  John  Wedderburn  had  issue  two  sons  and 
two  daughters  : — 

1.  James  Wedderburn  [1553 — 1578].  He  was  cognosced  "  sone  and  air  to 
umquhile  Johnne  Wedderburn,  his  father,"  16  Nov.  1569,  when  the  bailies  also 
ordained  him  to  have  the  privilege  of  "  ane  burgess  air,"  and  directed  edicts  to  be 
raised  for  giving  him  curators  (D.B.R.  181)  2  These  he  obtained  7  Dec,  Henry  and 
Thomas  Wedderburn  being  named  as  his  father's  kin.  and  Janet  Hoppringle  and  James 
Logan  as  mother's  kin.  He  chose  James  Logan  in  Kinghorne  and  James  Lovell 
in  Dundee  (ib.  182).  He  was  thus  between  fourteen  and  twenty-one  years  of  age  at 
this  date,  and  probably  came  of  age  about  15  Oct.  1574,  when  he  received  his  evidents 
from  his  curator  (ib.  211  c).  He  is  named  in  1573-74  as  the  owner,  by  heretage,  of 
the  "  fre  landis  of  Abirbrothie  "  in  regard  to  which  there  was  a  suit  (R.P.C.  6-7),3  and 
25  July  1575  we  read  of  him  as  entitled  to  certain  Dundee  house-maills,  and  as  owning 
a  house  in  Leith  (D.B.R.  221).  He  is  also  named  as  a  witness  9  Sept.  1577  (D.P.B. 
202  c).  He  died  probably  unmarried,  and  certainly  s.p.,  before  8-9  July  1578,  when 
there  is  an  inquest  for  the  retour  of  his  brother  John  as  his  heir  (D.B.R.  241  b).* 

2.  John  Wedderburn,  who  carried  on  the  line  of  the  family,     See  post  p.  26. 
The  two  daughters  were  : — 

1.  Christian  Wedderburn.  She  is  first  named  on  the  registration  of  her 
marriage  contract,5  13  April  1569,  with  Alexander  Auchterlownie,  son  and  apparent 
heir  to  Andrew  Auchterlownie  in  Barnyaird  (D.B.R.  174),  and,  secondly,  8  June 
following,  when  her  father  resigns  to  her  and  her  husband  his  lands  west  of  the  cemetery 
in  Dundee  (D.P.B.  143).  A  contract  by  which  they  resign  certain  North  Flukergait 
lands  to  her  father  in  return  for  an  annual  payment  is  registered,  23  June  1569 
(D.P.B.  75).  There  are  also  two  receipts  by  her  husband  for  moneys  paid  to  him  on 
her  account  7  May,  2  June  1572  (D.P.B.  156,158).  She  and  he  are  named  as  occupying 
the  house  of  George  Ramsay,  laird  of  Banff,  who  had  to  sue  them  for  their  maills  in 
June  1577  (D.B.R.  234).«  Her  husband  died  before  23  Sept.  1579,  when  she  is 
called  his  relict  (ib.  250).  She  is  last  named,  without  any  designation,  6  Oct.  1581 
(ib.  260),  but  the  date  of  her  death  is  not  known. 

2.  Grissell  Wedderburn.  She  is  first  named  5  Feb.  and  12  March  1571  in 
regard  to  her  share  in  her  late  father's  estate  (D.B.R.  192,  195).  She  is  no  doubt  to 
be  identified  with  Grisild  Wedderburn,  wife  of  George  Lindsay,  merchant  and  ship- 

11  See  D.B.R.  184.  185,  187,  189,  192,  194.  199,  201,  203. 

s  He  was  specially  entered  as  his  father's  heir  in  North  Marketgait  4  July,  1570,  being  designed  "  James 
Wedderburn,  younger  "  as  on  some  other  occasions,  in  distinction  from  James  of  Craigie  (D.P.B.  177). 
He  is  also  again  referred  to  as  his  father's  heir  17  Sept.,  20  Nov.  1571  (D.B.R.  199,  201). 

:!  In  the  first  of  the  entries  he  is  termed  "  burgess  of  Dundee,"  though  his  name  does  not  occur  in  the 
"  Lockit  Buik." 

4  See  also  D.P.B.  225,  referred  to  s.  account  of  his  brother  John. 

Ji  Both  she  and  her  husband  sign  it  with  their  own  hands. 

6  See  also  s.  13  May  1575  in  orig.  MS.  (D.B.R.  vol.  xiii)  omitted  in  vol.  ii. 

E 
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Part  i.  master,  of  Dundee,  who  is  often  named  in  the  burgh  records  from  1589  on.1     Her 

Chap.  I.  husband  died  between  1603,  when  she  is  last  named  as  his  wife  (D.P.B.  353),  and 

1616,  when  she  is  first  named  as  his  relict  (ib.  392).  She  had  two  children,  John  and 
Janet  (ib.  and  D.B.R.  396),  and  was  herself  living  as  late  as  1634  (D.B.R.  412). 

John  Wedderburn  [1559  ? — 1604], 2  younger  but  onby  surviving  son  and  heir  of 
John  Wedderburn  and  Agnes  Hoppringill,  is  first  named,  5  Aug.  1559,  in  a  sasine  to  him 
and  his  father  of  one-third  of  Curlungie,  in  the  barony  of  Downy,  co.  Forfar  (D.P.B.  96). :i 
He  must  have  been  born  about  1560,  as  he  was  a  little  under  fourteen  in  1570,  and  just 
about  that  age  in  1574.  Thus  15-17  March  1570  Henry  Wedderburn,  son  and  heir  of 
the  late  Gilbert  Wedderburn  in  Leith,  and  nearest  agnate  and  kinsman  to  John,  son  of 
the  late  John  Wedderburn,  burgess  of  Dundee,  alienates  his  right  to  the  tutorie  of  the 
said  John  (D.B.R.  185),  while,  21  Dec.  1574,  John,  son  of  John  Wedderburn  and  Agnes 
Hoppringill,  chooses  curators  (ib.  212).4  This  curatory  is  again  referred  to,  4  July  1575 
and  11  July  1576  (ib.  220,  229).  On  8-9  July  1578  he  was  returned  heir  to  his  brother 
James  (ib.  241  b),  and  9  Feb.  15S2  was  entered  in  North  Marketgait  and  North  Flukergait 
properties  as  son  and  heir  of  the  late  John  Wedderburn,  and  as  brother  german  and  heir 
of  the  late  James.  The  entry  describes  him  as  "  spectatus  juvenis,"  and  he  had  probably 
just  come  of  age.  He  was  about  to  be  married  at  this  date,  as  he  at  once  settles  both 
properties  on  his  spouse  future,  Margaret  Lindsay  (D.P.B.  225).  Five  years  later, 
22  Sept.  1587,  he  is  entered  in  an  annual  rent  as  son  and  heir  of  his  father  and  as 
grandson  and  heir  of  the  late  James  Wedderburn  (ib.  267  /),  and  still  a  little  later, 
28  March  1589,  he,  with  his  wife's  consent,  dispones  the  North  Marketgait  land  to  Robert 
Smyth  (ib.  274).  He  also  owned  a  land  called  the  Temple  land,  subject  to  the  life-rent  of 
his  step-mother,  Christian  Wischart,  who,  10  Nov.  1586,  sued  him  in  regard  to  it 
(R.A.D.  22).  His  "  free  lands  of  Abirbothrie."  co.  Perth,  involved  him  in  litigation, 
and  21  June  1591  (R.A.D.  27),  he  had  to  bring  an  action  of  removal  against  Thomas 
Hendirsoun,  no  doubt  a  descendant  of  the  David  Hendirsoun,  with  whom  his  brother  James 
had  litigated  some  years  before  (ante  p.  25).5  These  "  free  lands  "  are  mentioned  again 
as  his,  23  March  1593  (D.B.R.  295  b)  and  23  March  1603  (ib.  342).  He  is  constantly 
designed  "  nauta "  or  "  nauclerus,"  mariner  or  ship-master,  in  the  Dundee  records,  e.g., 
20  April  1580  (D.P.B.  204),  13  July  1584  when  he  is  admitted  burgess  of  the  burgh 
"  by  the  privilege  of  his  (late)  father  "  (D.L.B.  29),  and  27  Aug.  1590  (D.P.B.  316).  He 
owned  a  ship  called  the  "Dragon,"  as  master  of  which  he  is  sometimes  named,  e.g.,  24  Oct. 
1597  and  13,  20  Sept.  1598  (D.B.R.  321  «,  325  b).  He  was  living  in  August  1603 
(D.B.R.  343  b),  and  there  are  entries  which  may  refer  to  him  as  late  as  November  in  that 
year,  but  he  died  before  27  June  1604,  when  he  is  first  named  as  dead  (D.B.R.  348).° 

J  See  in  all  D.P.B.  277  (21  Aug.  15S9,  they  get  an  ©.-rent  out  of  the  mains  of  Ballisak).  288  c  (26  Aug. 
1591,  thev  get  a  Skirting's  Wynd  tenement),  353,  392  ;  D.B.R.  192,  195,  302  a  (24  Oct.  1595  decree 
for  her),  313  (19  Nov.  1596,  another  decree),  321  c  (5,  9  Dec.  1597,  two  decrees),  346  (27  Feb.  1604, 
decree  re  a  signet  of  gold),  389  c  (1614  decree),  396  (20  Sept.  1616,  her  son  John  discharges  her  of 
his  patrimony),  412  d  (6  Aug.  1634,  decree  for  her). 

-  Synopsis  of  references  :— D.W.  20  a  c  ;  D.L.B.  29;  D.P.B.  96,  165  A,  185  c,  204,225,238,  267  f,  274, 
316,  363,  489,  495,  573  ;  D.B.R.  185,  212,  220,  229,  241  b,  271,  274,  283,  295  b,  316  d,  321  a,  325  b, 
339,  342,  343  A,  348,  353,  463  ;  G.S.R.  73  ;  R  P.S.  22,  29  ;R.D.  20;  R.A.D.  22,  27  ;  S.A.T.  4. 

'■'  See  also  another  charter  to  his  father  and  him  of  thirteen  acres  in  Dudop,  4  Feb.  1564  (R.P.S.  22). 

4  The  father's  kin  named  are  Alexander  Wedderburn,  younger  (i.e.,  the  clerk)  and  Edward  Wedderburn  ; 

the  mother's,  James  Hoppringill  and  James  Logan  in  Kinghorne.  The  curators  chosen  are  the 
clerk,  James  Logan  and  James  Forrester.  There  is  (D.P.B.  185  c)  a  discharge  by  John  Wedderburn, 
son  and  heir  of  the  late  John  Wedderburn,  and  his  curator,  James  Forrester,  registered  23  Dec.  1574, 
in  which  either  John  (for  James)  or  the  words  "and  heir"  are  erroneous,  as  John's  elder  brother 
James  was  certainly  then  living. 

5  He  inherited  also  his  grandfather's  house  at  the  Kirkstyle,  and  in  David  Wedderburn's  Compt  Bulk  he 

is  called  (1599)  John  Wedderburn  in  Kirkstyell  (D.W.  20  a).  Another  reference  (1597)  to  a  John 
Wedderburn  iu  the  same  MS.  (D.W.  20  c)  is  probably  to  him,  as  his  namesake  of  Craigie,  between 
whom  and  him  it  is  not  always  possible  to  distinguish,  was  then  in  England  (See  post  Chap.  iii).  Yet 
another  contemporary  namesake  existed  in  the  person  of  John  Wedderburn,  son  of  Alexander 
Wedderburn  of  Pittormie.  He,  however,  was  a  good  deal  younger  than  either  Craigie  or  the  above 
John.  I  think  it  is  the  above  John  Wedderburn,  "  nauta,"  who  is  a  witness  and  called  younger  28  Aug 
1574  (D.P.B.  165  «),  witness,burgess,  18  May  1580  (D.P.B.  212  c),  and  again  20  March  1584  (ib.  238) 
as  though  he  was  not  admitted  a  burgess  till  15S4,  John  of  Craigie  was  the  elder  and  was  never 
admitted  a  burgess. 

6  See  for  slight  references  D.P.B.  241  b,  302  a,  348  c,  363,489,495,573;  D.B.R.  271,274,283  ("  clerk  of  the 

Rea"  7  Aug.  1590),  316  d,  339  ;  G.S.R.  73  ;  R.P.S.  29,  when  his  goods  are  escheated,  1  Dec.  1601,  for 
debt  ;  and  D.B.R.  463  ;  R.D.  20,  when  he  is  named  after  his  death.  I  think  the  reference  (D.P.B. 
211)  to  John  Wedderburn's  lands  in  South  Argylegait,  17  Oct.  1579,  is  to  him. 


JOHN,     IN     MORAVIA.  27 


He  had  married  about  1582  (D.P.B.  225)  Margaret  Lindsay,1  and  by  her,  who  died  Parti. 
12  Aug.  1599  (S.A.T.  4),  and  whose  will  was  confirmed  at  S.  Andrew's  15  April  1600  (ib.),  cbap'  L 
had  issue  two  sons  and  three  daughters  : — 

1.  John  Wedderburn,    afterwards  "  protomedicus  "  in  Moravia.     See  below. 

2.  James  Wedderburn,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Dunblane.     See  post  p.  28. 
and 

1 .  Agnes  Wedderburn,  named  in  the  confirmation  of  her  mother's  will 
(S.A.R.  4),  and  10  March  1601  (D.B.R.  337  a).  She  married  Gilbert  Ramsay,  reader, 
and  is  twice  mentioned  as  his  wife,  viz.,  5  Nov.  1604,  when  her  (elder?)  brother  revokes 
his  minority  acts  and  esjsecially  his  signing  of  the  marriage  contract  of  his  sister  Agnes 
and  Gilbert  Ramsay,  and  again  6  Dec.  1605,  when  she  and  Ramsay  are  named  in  a 
decree  (D.B.R.  349,  355).  A  daughter  of  this  marriage,  Grisild  Kamsay,  is  named 
in  a  letter  from  Alexander  Halyburton  to  Dr.  John  Wedderburn  in  Moravia  in  1644, 
and  in  another  from  the  Doctor  to  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie  in  1647 
(See  post  pp.  32-33). 

2.  Margaret  Wedderburn,  also  named  in  the  confirmation  of  her  mother's 
will  (tit  snp.).  She  married,  before  16  Nov.  1615,  Robert  Halyburton  (D.P.B.  388), 2 
who  died  before  1640,  when  she  is  designed  his  relict  (D.B.R.  431).  She  was  left  a 
legacy  of  1,800  merks  by  her  brother  the  Bishop,  who  also  bequeathed  a  similar  sum 
to  her  daughter  Christian  (R.D.  132-33).  She  died  in  1643,  perhaps  about  July, 
as  on  25  August  reference  is  made  to  her  as  deceased  and  to  her  son  Alexander,  who 
was  then  under  age,  as  there  is  an  edict  of  curatory  to  him  (D.B.R.  446).  He  had, 
however,  gone  abroad  to  Stockholm,  to  acquire  a  commercial  training,  in  1640,  but 
came  home  upon  the  death  of  his  mother.  Of  this  event  he  gives  an  account  in  his 
letter  (S.W.  291)  to  his  uncle,  John  Wedderburn,  who  seems  to  have  mistrusted 
his  interference  with  his  house  property  in  Dundee3  (See  post  pp.  32-33). 

3.  Helen  Wedderburn,  named  only  in  the  confirmation  of  her  mother's  will, 
and  probably,  therefore,  died  young  and  unmarried. 

The  two  sons  of  John  Wedderburn  and  Margaret  Lindsay,  (a)  John,  protomedicus  in 
Moravia,  and  (b)  James,  Bishop  of  Dunblane,  remain  to  be  dealt  with  : — 

(a)  John  Wedderburn,  protomedicus  in  Moravia  and  his  descendants  there. 

John  Wedderburn4  [1583 — 1651],5  eldest  sou  of  John  Wedderburn  and  Margaret 
Lindsay,  in  whose  will  he  is  named  (S.A.T.  4.)  His  birth-date  is  almost  fixed  by  the  fact 
that  his  parents  having  married  in  1582,  his  younger  brother  James,  Bishop  of  Dun- 
blane, was  certainly  born  in  1585.  He  seems  to  have  revoked  his  minority  acts, 
5  Nov.  1604  (D.B.R.,  349,  note).  He  went  abroad  early,  and  was  of  repute  as  a 
mathematician  in  the  university  of  Padua,  as  early  as  1609  (?),  when  William  Lithgow, 
then  on  his  "  painful  peregrinations  "  came  across  him.  "  In  Padua,"  he  writes,  "  I 
staid  three  months,  learning  the  Italian  tongue,  and  found  there  a  country  gentleman 
of  mine,  Doctor  John  Wedderburne,  a  learned  mathematician,  but  now  (1628)  dwelling 
in  Moravia,  who  taught  me  well  in  the  language,  and  in  all  other  respects  exceedingly 
friendly  tome"  (Lithgoiv's  Travels,  1692,  p.  44).  He  occasionally  returned  to  Dundee, 
and  on  what  seems  to  have  been  his  last  visit,  about  1637,  presented  the  "sang  scooll  " 
to  the  town  (post  p.  33).     A  letter  from  him  to  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie, 

1  She  would  seem  to  have  been  of  the  Lindsays  of  Aetmady,  as  in  the  edict  of  curatory  to  her  son  James, 

David  Lindsay  of  Achuady  is  named  among  the  mother's  kin  (D.B.R.  353),  and  "  auld  Achtnadye  "  is 
mentioned  in  a  letter  writteu  by  Alexander  Halyburton,  son  of  her  daughter  Margaret,  to  his  uncle 
John  Wedderburn  in  1644.     See  post  p.  32. 

2  Ou  this  occasion  and  one  other  (D.P.B.  397)  he  is  called  Alexander,  but  on  all  others  his  name  is  given  as 

Robert.     See  D.B.R   391,  431,  446. 

:l  John's  sister  Margaret  was  his  factrix  to  uplift  his  housemaills  during  his  absence  in  1612  (D.B.R.  375a). 
So  again,  1615,  Jan.  20,  she  is  named  as  his  factrix  for  that  purpose  (D.B.R.  xxv,  s.d.,  orig.  MS.), 
and  to  this  end  she,  no  doubt,  had  his  titles,  of  which,  at  her  death,  her  son  got  possession. 

4  J.  W.  in  his  MS.  says  that  John  Wedderburn  was  "  bred  to  physic  at  S.  Andrew's,  travelled  on  the  con- 
tinent, and  was  elected  professor  of  mathematics  in  the  University  of  Padua."  I  find,  however,  no 
mention  of  him  in  the  register  of  the  first-named  University,  nor  any  authority  for  the  latter  part  of 
this  statement,  and  J.W.,  who  places  him  as  a  brother  to  Alexander  Wedderburn,  the  old  clerk,  goes 
in  other  respects  altogether  astray  in  regard  to  him. 

*  Synopsis  of  References.     S.W.  291,  303  ;  Bl.  42  ;  D.B.R.  349a,  375a,  426,  443,  446  ;  R.H.  20  ;  S.A.T.  4. 
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Part  i.  in  1647,  among  the  Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  42),  gives  lis  some  facts  in  regard  to  him, 
Chap.  i.  an(j  js  priced  at  length,  with  some  other  material  letters  in  App.  I.  to  this  chapter.  He 
is  but  twice  mentioned,  as  living,  in  the  Dundee  Records,  viz.,  23  Aug.  1641,  when 
Mr.  John  Wedderburn,  chief  doctor  (protomedicus)  in  Moravia,  produces  by  his  pro- 
curator a  brief  for  his  service  as  nearest  heir  to  the  late  Mr.  James  Wedderburn, 
sometime  Bishop  of  Dunblane,  his  brother,  and  is  so  served  (D.B.R.  426,  443,  R.H.  20), 
and  25  Aug.  1643,  when  he  is  named  as  mother's  kin  to  his  nephew,  Alexander 
Halyburton  (D.B.R.  446).  From  his  own  letter  (S.W.  291)  just  mentioned,  we  learn  that 
he  was  living  in  July  1647,  but  he  died  before  Jury  1651,  when  his  son  writes  of  his  death 
(S.W.  303).  He  was  twice  married,  and  had  a  son  by  each  marriage,  but  the  name  of 
neither  wife  has  come  down  to  us.     The  sons  were 

1.  John  James  'Wedderburn,  b.  1627.  This  was  the  son  of  the  first  marriage, 
and  he  was  aged  20  in  1647  (Bl.  42).  After  the  death  of  his  father,  he  was  living  at 
Brunn  in  1651,  and  at  Ollmutz  in  1653.  On  2  Jan.  1654  he  was  returned  "  oy  and 
air"  to  his  grandfather,  the  late  John  Wedderburn  in  Flukergait,  being  described  in 
the  retour  as  "of  Drohanavitis,  Moravia."  Alexander  Halyburton  acts  as  his  attorney 
at  Dundee.  On  the  same  day  he  was  also  returned  eldest  son  and  heir  in 
Flukergait  and  in  the  lands  of  Abirbothric  to  his  late  father,  (Dominus)  John 
Wedderburn,  chief  doctor  in  Moravia,  his  uncle,  James,  the  bishop,  his  grandfather, 
John,  and  his  great  grandfather,  John  Wedderburn,  or  any  of  them  (D.P  B.  478, 
D.B.R.  463,  R.H.  23).     The  return  describes  him  as  "hereditary  lord  in  Drohanavitis." 

2.  William  Wedderburn,  son  of  the  second  marriage,  b.  1639  (Bl.  42); 
living  1653  (S.W.305). 

I  have  not  traced  the  careers  or  descendants  of  either  of  these  brothers,  but,  6  Jan. 
1709,  there  is  a  decreet  on  summous  by  Sir  James  Kinloch  of  that  ilk,  then  infeft  in 
"  Wedderburn 's  aikers  "  or  the  Freland,  in  the  barony  of  Alyth,  co.  Fife  (sic  for  Perth),  v. 
William  Charles  Wedderburn,  portioner  of  Aberbrotharie,  living  at  Moravia  in 
Germany,  in  regard  to  the  defender's  alleged  title  to  the  lands  thereof,  and  the  decree 
passes  agaiust  the  validity  of  his  title  (R.A.D.  135).  This  William  Charles  Wedderburn 
was  no  doubt  a  son  or  grandson  of  one  of  the  above-named  half-brothers  ;  perhaps  of  the 
younger  one,  not  only  because  of  the  name,  but  because  it  appeals  from  the  letter  of  1647, 
that  their  father  had  intended  to  settle  his  Scotch  property  on  his  second  son,  and  John 
James  Wedderburn  seems  from  his  letters  of  1651 — 53  to  have  professed  his  readiness  to  give 
effect  to  this  intention.  It  would  be  interesting  to  ascertain  if  there  is  now  any  family  of 
the  name  naturalised  in  Moravia.  J.  W.  in  his  MS.  says  that  John  Wedderburn,  the  pro- 
tomedicus, "  left  a  family,  some  of  whose  descendants,  bearing  the  name  of  Wetterborn 
were  existing  so  recently  as  1816;"  and  adds  that  he  states  this  "on  the  authority 
of  R.  G.  Schmidt  of  Riga."  I  have,  however,  failed  to  find  any  letter  from  this  person 
among  J.  W.'s  papers,  so  am  unable  to  gauge  the  accuracy  of  this  statement. 

(b)  James  Wedderburn,  Bishop  of  Dunblane. 

James  Wedderburn  [1585 — 1639],1  second  son  of  John  Wedderburn  and  Margaret 
Lindsay,  and  afterwards  Bishop  of  Dunblane.  He  is  first  named  in  his  mother's  will 
(S.A.T.  4).  He  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1604,  and  graduated  there  four  years 
later,  1608  (S.A.R.  17-19).  It  is  evidently  not  he  but  his  elder  brother  who  revoked  his 
minority  acts  at  Dundee  5  Nov.  1604  (D.B.R.  349  note),  as  he  chose  curators,  although  he 
had  reached  the  age  for  such  choice  five  years  back,  21  Nov.  in  that  year  (ib.  353).  He 
is  not  often  mentioned  in  the  Dundee  records,  and  was  probably  but  little  in  the  burgh.2 
After  taking  his  degree  he  came  south,  and  was  for  some  years  (1613-14)  in  London 
as  tutor  to  the  children  of  Isaac  Casaubon,  the  famous  scholar.  There  are  among 
the  Burney  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum  some  Latin  letters  addressed  by  him  to  Casaubon 
and  to  his  son  Meric,  who  seems  to  have  been  Wedderburn's  special  pupil,  and  was  the  only 
one  of  the  great  scholar's  children  who  in  any  way  carried  on  his  father's  work.     From 

1  Synopsis  of  References.  S.A.R.  17-19  ;  D.L.B.  43  ;  D.P.B.  3636  ;  D.B.R.  349,  353,  361,  401,  426,  443, 
463;  G.S.R.  94,  99,  108,  109;  R.P.C.  59;  R.H.  20;  R.P.S.  32;  F.S.  2;  R.D.  20,  132-33; 
S.A.T.  4  ;  St.C.B.  1. 

s  He  witnesses  a  transaction  17  Sept.  1606  (D.P.B.  3636),  and  there  is  a  decree  27  June  1608  ordering  one 
Henry  Duncan  to  restore  a  door  lock  to  James  Wedderburn,  brother  of  John,  sou  of  Thomas  {sic,  in 
error  for  John)  Wedderburn,  skipper  (D.B.R.  361).  So  again  16  April  1609,  he  writes  and  witnesses- 
a  bond  at  Dundee  (R.D.  20). 
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these  letters,  which  are  printed  in  full  below  (post  App.  ii.  pp.  35-41),  we  get  some  Parti 
information  as  to  the  character  and  movements  of  the  writer  from  1613-26.  It  does  not  chap  '• 
appear  when  he  took  orders,  but  in  1615  he  was  minister  at  Harstone  {Ely  Episc.  He'!.)1 
and  was  living  at  Cambridge,  whence,  15  March  1615,  he  dates  one  of  the  above-named 
letters.  He  did  not,  however,  remain  there  long,  but  returned  north  in  1616  and  was  in 
1617  professor  of  Divinity  in  the  new  College  at  S.  Andrew's.  When  on  July  11  in  that 
year  the  King  visited  the  University,  Mr.  James  Wedderburn,  one  of  the  professors, 
presented  a  poem  to  his  Majesty,2  and  in  Nov.  of  the  same  year  he  is  designed  "  professor 
of  divinity  in  the  new  college  "  on  an  occasion  when  he  acts  as  a  witness  (D.B.R.  401). 
He  was  still  at  S.  Andrew's  23  Nov.  1620,  and  in  a  grant  by  the  Marischall  college  to 
Lord  Caruegy  is  called  "  batchelor  of  theology  "  and  "  one  of  the  masters  of  the  college  " 
(P.S.  2).     In  the  following  year,  2  April,  27  July  1621,  he  is  a  witness  and  is  termed  "one 


Tabular  Pedigree  of  the  account  given  in  this  Section. 


James  Wedderburn,=j 
admitted  burgess  of 
Dundee  1517.  Ac- 
quired the  lands  of 
Trosto  and  Tullohill. 
Died  before  Oct.  1 553 
probably  in  Dieppe, 
Franee,to  which  place 
he  had  fled. 


:,Tanet,  d. 
to  David 
Forrester 

in  Nevay. 


1.  Agnes,  dau.=j=John  Wedderburn, — 2.  Christian, 
toJamesHop-  I  heir   to   his    father     da.   to  John 


pringill. 


Oct. 
Nov. 


1553 
1569. 


Died 


Wisehart 

that    ilk, 
1569,  s. p. 


of 


Henry  Wedderburn  ? 
once  mentioned  in  a 
doubtful  entry. 


Gilbert  Wedderburn, 
living  1568. 


James  Wedderburn, 
heir  to  his  father, 
1569.  Died  unmar. 
1578. 


John  Wedderburn,1 
heir  to  his  brother 
James  1578,  and 
to  his  father  1582. 
Burgess  1584.  De- 
signed "Nauta." 
Died  1603-4. 


:Margaret  Lind  - 
say,  1582.  Died 
12th  Aug.  1599. 


1.  Christian, 
m.  1569  Alex. 
Auchterlony. 


2.  Grisild,  m. 
Geo.  Lindsay. 


1.  [?]=f=John  Wedderburn.1 
Born  1583.  Re- 
toured  heir  to  his 
brother  the  Bishop 
1641.  Lived  at 
Padua,  and  later 
was  designed  doc- 
tor (protomedicus) 
in  Moravia.  Living 
there  1647. 


=2.  [?]  James  Wedderburn, 
Bishop  of  Dunblane. 
Born  1585  Died  in 
1636.  Buried  in  Can- 
terbury Cathedral. 


1.  Agnes.=Gilbert  Ramsay' 

2.  Margaret.=Robert  Halyburton. 

3.  Helen. 


--,      L. 


John  James  Wedderburn. 
Born  1627.  Retoured  heir 
1654  to  his  father,  his  uncle 
the  Bishop,  his  grandfather 
and  great-grandfather. 

L 


William  Wedderburn. 
Born  1639. 


William  Charles  Wedderburn. 
Living  in  Moravia,  1709 
Named  in  a  decreet  (R.A.D. 
135),  and  no  doubt  descend- 
edof  one  of  these  half  brothers. 
It  is  said  that  there  is  now 
a  family  of  Wetterborn  in 
Moravia. 

1  The  full  titles  of  this  and  another  book  cited  above  are  (a)  Ely  Episcopal  Records,  by  A.  Gibbons,  F.S.A., 
Lincoln,  1891  ;  and  (b)  History  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Ely,  by  James  Bentham,  1812. 

-  Iu  a  volume  entitled  Progresses  of  James  I.,  by  J.  B.  Nichols  (4  vols.,  London,  1828  ;  vol.  ill.,  p.  366)  it 
is  stated  that  a  book  of  poems  was  presented  to  the  King  at  S.  Andrew's,  10  July  1610,  These  are 
reprinted  in  the  Muses  Welcome,  and  one  of  them,  signed  "Jacobus  Wedderburn,  S.S.T.B.,"  is  no 
doubt  that  of  the  Bishop. 
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Parti,    of  the  masters  of  the  college  of-S.  Mary,  S.  Andrew's"  (G.S.R.  94).     By  15  Jan.  1623  he 

Chap.  I.  jia(j  passe(j  to  his  doctor's  degree,  as  he  is  then  called  Dr.  Wedderbum  in  a  passage  of 

Calderwood,  relating  to  the  use  of  the  English  Liturgy  in  the  college  chapel  (R.P.C.  59  note), 

and  also  in  his  admission  to  the  freedom  of  Dundee,  -which  was  conferred  on  him  21 

April  in  this  year  (D.L.B.  43). 

It  is  from  S.  Andrew's,  1618-26,  that  most  of  his  letters  to  Meric  Casaubon  are 
written,  but  he  seems  to  have  come  south  again  in  the  last-named  year,  as,  8  Feb.  1626, 
he  was  appointed  rector  of  Compton  in  the  diocese  of  Winchester  (Rymer's  Fcedera 
vni.  ii.  165),  as  well  as  Canon  of  Ely  (Hist.  Cath.  Ely),  being  collated  to  his  stall  before 
Christmas  in  that  year.  At  the  same  time  he  retained  his  professorship  in  St.  Andrew's, 
as  he  is  so  designed  25  Oct.  1626  in  a  commission  by  the  King  to  him  and  other 
persons  "pro  exploratione  papistarum"  (G.S.R.  99).  On  12  Sept.  1628  the  King 
presented  him  to  the  vicarage  of  Mildenhall,  in  the  diocese  of  Norwich  (Rym.  Feed. 
vni.  iii.  28  and  Hist.  Cath.  Ely.),  while  in  1631  he  became  prebendary  of  Whitchurch 
in  the  church  of  Wells  (ibid,  and  Wood's  Fasti  Oxon).  On  14  Oct.  1635  he  had  a 
royal  grant  of  the  Deanery  of  the  Chapel  Royal  in  Stirling,  and  of  the  lands, 
monastery,  and  barony  of  Drunidrennane  (G.S.R.  108  ;  R.P.S.  32),  a  gift  which  was  soon 
followed  by  his  appointment,  in  succession  to  Bishop  Bellendeu,  as  Bishop  of  Dunblane, 
11  Feb.  1636  (G.S.R.  109).  It  is  said  that  he  was  appointed  on  the  nomination  of 
Archbishop  Laud,  who  had  long  favoured  him  "  as  a  churchman  of  whose  devotion  to  the 
King  and  attachment  to  himself  lie  had  ample  experience  "  (Hist.  Chap.  Royal  in  Scotland). 
Upon  this  he  vacated  his  canonry  of  Ely,  being  succeeded  by  Dr.  Nehemiah  Rogers, 
1  April  1636  (Rym.  Fwd.  ix  ii.  89),  as  well  as  his  prebendship  at  Whitchurch,  where  he  was 
followed,  1  July  1638,  by  Dr.  Thomas  Row  (Hist.  MSS.  Commission,  Wells  Cath.  MS. 
p.  260).  He  of  course  came  north,  and  is  named  as  a  witness  to  a  baptism  in  Edinburgh, 
14  July  1636  (St.  C.B.  1).  To  his  association  with  Laud,  to  which  he  owed  his  bishopric, 
he  soon  owed  its  loss.  On  13  Dec.  1638  he  was  excommunicated  by  the  General 
Assembly  at  Glasgow  "  as  he  had  been  the  confidential  correspondent  and  agent  of  Laud  in 
introducing  the  new  liturgy  and  popish  ceremonies"  {Gordon's  Hist.  Scot.).1  To  this  we 
may  add  the  following  account  of  him,  by  one  of  his  enemies,  from  the  Canterburians'  Self 
Conviction  (4to.,  3rd  ed.,  1641,  p.  11).  "Dr.  Wedderburn,"  says  the  writer,  "in  the  New 
College  of  S.  Andrew's  did  stuff  his  dictates  to  the  young  students  in  divinity  with  these 
Arminian  errors.  This  man  upon  the  feares  of  our  churches  censure  having  fled  the  country 
was  very  tenderly  embraced  by  his  grace  of  Canterbury  at  Court,  and  well  rewarded  with 
a  fair  benefice  in  England  for  his  labours.  But  to  the  end  his  talents  should  not  lie  hid, 
though  a  man  very  unmeet  either  for  preaching  or  government,  he  was  sent  down  to  us, 
without  the  knowledge  of  our  church,  for  this  purpose  mainly,  that  in  the  royal  chapell, 
whereof  that  bishop  is  alwaies  dean,  he  might  in  despite  of  all  our  presbyteries  weave  out 
the  web  he  had  begun  in  S.  Andrew's.  So  quickly  there  was  erected  a  societie  of  seventy- 
four  royal  chaplains  who  were  thought  fittest  of  the  whole  clergy  of  the  kingdom  to  be 
allured  with  hopes  of  favour  from  court,  to  preach  to  the  state  the  dean's  Arminian 
tenets  "  (Kennet).-  Upon  this  he  again  came  south,  and  retired  to  Canterbury,  where  he 
died,  and  was  buried  in  the  Cathedral,3  under  a  stone  bearing  the  following  inscription  : — 

1  Gordon's  History  of  Scottish  Affairs  1637-41.      Vol.   I.  4  ;    II.  136,  146  (3  vols.  1840,  Spalding  Club, 

Aberdeen). 

2  Quoted  in  a  note  to  Wood's  Fasti  Oxon,  where,  after  an  account  of  Sir  Johu  Wedderburn  of  Gosford, 

the  author  adds,  "  one  of  his  name  and  family  named  James  Wedderburn  had  spent  some  time  in 
Oxford  for  the  value  of  the  public  library.  He  was  afterwards  a  doctor  of  divinity,  prebendary  of 
Whitchurch  in  the  Church  of  Wells  upon  the  resignation  of  Dr.  John  Harrys  of  Winchester 
in  1631,  and  being  some  years  after  made  Bishop  of  Dunblaiu  in  his  own  country,  Thos.  Row, 
batchelor  of  divinity,  was  admitted  to  his  prebendship  30  June  1638."  See  also  Keith's  Bishops  ; 
Laud's  Works  iii.  273-74,  vii.  591,  and  the  Hist,  of  the  Chapel  Royal  in  Scotland,  by  Rev.  C.  Rogers 
(Edin.  Grampian  Club  1882),  p.  190.  where,  however,  it  is  inaccurately  stated  that  Bishop 
Wedderburn's  "  brother  John,  M.D.  of  Univ.  of  S.  Andrew's,  attained  reputation  as  a  physician  and 
received  the  honour  of  Knighthood.  He  became  chief  physician  in  Moravia  and  resided  at  Olmiitz." 
Here  the  writer  confuses  John  of  Moravia  with  Sir  Johu  of  Gosford.  There  is  also  an  account  of 
the  Bishop  in  the  Fasti  Feci.  Scot.  ii.  840,  where  it  is  said  that  he  published  "  A  Treatise  for 
Reconciliation."  This  account  cites  as  its  authorities  Keith's  Bishops ;  Reg.  Pres  and  Old  Dec.  ;  Kirk 
papers  ;  Bentham's  Ely  ;  Acts  of  Assembly  ;  and  Baillies'  Letters. 

3  In  a  letter  to  the  Times  (17  Oct.   1896),  on  the  occasion  of  the  burial  in  the  Cathedral  of  Archbishop 

Benson,  the  sacrist  of  the  Cathedral,  Bishop  Jenner,  writes  that  only  two  bishops  had  been  buried 
there  since  Cardinal  Pole  in  1558,  viz.,  James  Wedderburn,  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  (called 
the  Dean's  Chapel),  near  the  Martyrdom,  and  William  Broughton,  first  bishop  of  Sydney,  buried 
in  the  south  nave  aisle,  26  Feb.  1853. 


JAMES   WEDDERBURN. 

BISHOP     OF     DUNBLANE. 

B.   1585,   D.   1639. 
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[A  mitre.] 

A     £      Q 

Reverendissimus  in  Christo  Pater 

Jacobus  Wedderbuknus 

Taoduni  in  Scotia  natus,  Sacelli 

Regii  ibidem  Decanus 

Dumblanensis  Sedis  per  annos  IV  Enscopus 

Antique  probitatis  et 

pidei  magnumque  ob  excellentem 

Doctrinam  Patriae  svje  ornamentum    ■ 

H.  S.  E. 

Obiit  A.D.  MDCXXXIX 

XXIII  Die  Sept:  .Etat  :  su,E  LIV.1 


Part  r. 
Chap   I, 


I  have  not  found  his  will,  though  it  is  clear  that  he  left  one,  as  legacies  by  him  to  his 
sister,  Margaret  Halyburton,  and  her  daughter  Christian  are  named  in  the  Begister  of 
Deeds  (B.D.  132,  133).  Alexander  Wedderburn,  the  clerk  (afterwards  of  Blackness), 
seems  to  have  been  his  executor,  or  at  any  rate  to  have  had  the  control  of  his  estate  (ib.). 
His  heir  was,  as  we  have  seen,  his  brother  John,  so  retoured  23  Aug.  1641,  and  later  on, 
2  Jan.  1654,  there  was  a  similar  retour  of  his  nephew,  John,  James  Wedderburn  (D  B.B. 
426,  443,  463  ;  B.H.  20).  There  is  a  good  portrait  of  the  Bishop  at  Birkhill,  by  Jamieson, 
an  engraving  of  which  faces  this  page.2 


SEAL  OF  THE  DEAN  AND  CHAPTER  OK  THE  CHAPEL  ROYAL 

OF  SCOTLAND,  SHOWING  THE  ARMS  OF  THE  DEANERY 

IMPALED  WITH  THOSE  OF  JAMES  WEDDERBURN.3 


1  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  author  of  the  inscription,  perhaps  Laud  himself,  disregards  the  so-railed 
excommunication,  and  reckons  the  years  of  James  Wedderburn's  episcopate  from  his  consecration  in 
Feb.  1636  to  his  death  in  Sept.  1639,  nearly  four  years.  When  in  1848  Catharine  Wedderburn  (Mrs. 
Stirling  of  Kippendavie)  visited  Canterbury,  she  found  the  inscription  much  effaced,  and  obtained 
permission  to  have  it  recut  "exactly  in  its  former  style"  (Letter  to  Lady  Helen  Wedderburn). 
This  was  done,  and  (in  compliment  to  her  nephew)  these  words  were  added  at  the  foot,  '  This 
inscription  was  restored  by  John  Walter  Wedderburn,  Lieut,  in  the  42nd  Royal  Highlanders  Regt. 
1848."  The  stone  is  a  plain  slab,  lying  in  the  pavement  of  the  chapel,  and  the  inscription  was  clear 
and  in  good  order,  when  I  last  saw  it,  in  1896. 

-  There  is  also  a  replica  of  it  at  Birkhill,  and  an  excellent  (modern)  copy  of  it  in  my  possession. 

3  This  seal  is  attached  to  a  document  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Stewart  of  Tonderghie  House,  Whithorn, 
and  has  been  engraved  from  a  drawing  made  by  a  friend  of  the  Rev.  Walter  Macleod,  who  was  good 
enough  to  send  it  to  me.  The  original  seal  is,  however,  fully  three  times  the  size  of  the  above 
engraving.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Wedderburn  arms  are  not  correctly  given  in  the  seal,  the 
chevron  being  reversed.  Above  and  below  the  shield  are  the  letters  I.  E.  D.  (Jacobus,  Episcopus 
Dunblanensis)  and  D.  C.  R.  (Decanus  Capellje  Regire),  while  round  the  seal  are  the  words  "  Sigillum, 
Decani  et  Capituli  Capella;  Regise." 


Chapter   I. 

Appendix    I. 

Letters  relating  to  the  affairs  of  Dr.  John  Wedderburn  in  Moravia  and  his  sons,  1644-1651. 

I.     Letter   from   Alexander     Halyburton    in    Stockholm    to    his    uncle,    Dr.    John 
Wedderburn   in  Moravia.     (S.W.  291.) 

Laus  Deo  Semper.1 
At  Stockhollm  in  sueden  the  30th  Daij  of  Augustij  A"  1644- 

^rt  '■      Wery  honirauell  and  worthie  uncell. 

i „„  j    '  My  eonteniuaU  humbell  service  Rememberitt,  to  your  loP  with  your  much  honired  leadye  ;  and  ewir 

happie  childring,  This  my  bolldness  is.  according  to  deutie  I  culd  not  omitt,  hauing  this  present  happie 

opertunitie As  to  informe  your  loP  of  my  hard  fortune  since  my  first  depertur  from  Scotland^  which 

as  it  did  happen  me  to  chuse  the  Kingdome  of  suedenn  for  my  abodd  where  I  did  contract  with  ane 
maister  thair,  for  learning  the  merchiand  traidd,  and  to  stave  w'  him  for  ane  year  of  travell,  the  which 
year  being  finishid,  I  did  forder  agrie  with  him  for  4  years  after,  which  maketh  up  in  all  5  compleat  years, 
acording  as  the  order  of  ane  apprentice  is,  which  foil's11  tyme  endeth  in  tliis  next  ensueing  year  of  our  lord 
1645  in  the  month  of  Octob1'.  Bot  whylea  alas  it  happned  (in  the  medio  of  my  service)  me  to  be  earnestllie 
wretten  after  of  my  mother,  to  come  home  and  wiset  hir,  whome  mortall  death  hedd  seased  on,  To  the 
which  request  my  maister  gave  me  waye  to  obaye,  which  I  did  performe  by  taking  passage  for  scot/and, 
bot  alas  it  did  pleas  the  lord  of  his  prelimittid  ordinance  to  disapoiut  me  of  hir  lyfflie  presence,  by  calling 
hir  from  this  valie  of  tears,  unto  his  eateruall  happiness  whois  too  tymllie  death  did  prereive  (?)  my  sloue 
thither  coming  with  out  granting  me  the  happie  sight  of  hir  vital  breath,  ffor  whois  death  I  will  spend 
the  small  remanent  of  my  dyes  in  sorroue  and  saddness  ;  As  for  hir  estait  receauid  of  hir  from  your  loP 
liberallitie,  and  amongst  the  rest  that  ob/igatinne  of  hector  pattons  which  sho  was  neuer  abell  to  folloue  out, 
bot  lefft  the  sameu  with  the  wretts  of  your  loP  housses  into  my  hands,  the  which  wretts  I  recommendit 
unto  the  custodie  of  Alex1'  Wedderburne  of  Kengnie,  who  haith  obledged  himself  to  restore  the  sameu 
wretts  to  whom  your  loP  shall  give  order, — which  bussines  when  I  had  perfyctlie  settled,  I  returned  heir 
and  did  reenter  into  my  loirs11  maister's  service,  And  therfor  if  I  may  presume  to  petione  for  ane  gifft  of 
your  loP  :,  unmeritid  of  me,  which  is  that  I  culd  obtean  this  inclosed  factorie  might  be  subscrywid  of  your 
loP  wolentarie  bountie,  which  tends  that  I  culd  for  a  certan  tym  injoye  the  benifflt  of  your  loP  houssess 
mealls  acording  as  this  inclosed  factorie  doeth  speciffie  at  moir  lairge,  which  pouer  may  also  be  recalled 
from  me,  when  it  shall  pleas  your  loi>  This  I  was  derectid  of  the  clerk  to  doe  (when  I  was  last  at  home) 
and  that  for  the  augmenting  of  my  portione  lefft  me  of  my  laitt  dear  mother,  As  also  other  some  uessecarie 
and  pooer  freinds  as  grisell  ramsay  and  Jonett  Lyndsay  might  be  hellpid  therby,  for  they  haue  gotten 
nothing  as  yeat  from  the  clerk  of  that  legacie  lefft  them  of  your  loP  brother  the  bishope,  which  hard 
estait  your  loP  will  tak  to  consideratione,  Bot  my  mother  did  giwe  to  ould  achtnadye  of  that  legacie  left 
hir  of  hir  brother  the  bishope  of  laitt  worthie  memorie  100  mks  scotts  bot  it  pleass  god  to  call  him  since 
who  was  lionirabellie  in  the  scrymsiurs  ylle  of  dundie  buried,  also  shoe  shoe  (sic)  did  nominat  by  way  of  legacie 
to  grisell  ramsaye  ane  of  your  loP  housess  to  haue  remained  in  as  also  furishing  to  the  sameu  chamber 
lykwayes  to  william  duncaue  100  mkes  scots  in  fawor  of  the  cair  that  christiane  lindsaye  (his  grandmother) 
did  tak  of  hir  in  hir  hyldhead — in  lyk  manner  some  expeusess  bestoued  on  hir  dochter  christians  mairiage 
who  is  noue  wiell  matched  with  ane  merchiand  yong  man  caled  Johen  Dauidson  who  is  of  a  verie  good 
expectatione,  which  foirs'1  soumes  is  to  be  reckned  aff  of  that  100  pounds  sterling  which  was  the  wholl 
portione  lefft  hir  of  hir  brother  the  bishop,  and  the  remainder  of  that  said  100  pounds  sterling  should 
come  to  me,  which  is  all  that  I  have  to  look  too  in  the  world,  Bot  its  unpossabell  to  me  to  includ  in  this 
small  sheete  all  the  particular  passages  fallen  out  since  your  loP  last  depertur  from  Scotland  seing  they  ar 
(jf  such  pluralitie  of  nombers.  Amongst  the  rest  I  am  (with  ane  sorrouefull  hart)  iuforced  to  mak  knoueu 
to  your  loP  of  ane  fact  so  teranicallie  committed  by  that  thankless  kneav  Johen  foirsayeth,  who  when  he 
hed  returned  from  your  loP  :  as  folloueth  with  out  aither  resone  or  sittie  did  charg  my  distresed  mother 
acording  as  this  inclosed  sommance  doeth  specifie,  which  when  it  was  broght  to  hir  seik  and  sorroufull  bed 
sayd  and  as  newer  befor  being  acpieut  with  such,  bot  when  shoe  had  gotten  treu  information  of  the  samen 
by  ane  officer,  as  the  formme  is,  shoe  culd  at  that  present  doe  nothing  ells  bot  cast  out  from  hir  sorroufull 
heart,  sighs,  and  sobbes,  w'  abundance  of  tears,  ffor  his  roggest  deallings  did  shak  and  helppe  to  exhaust 
the  shoirtruuing  glass  of  her  vitall  breath  with  such  wikedd  deallings,  and  hauing  now  to  mak  hir  complent 
too,  bot  the  lord,  she  depairtid  from  thois  crosses  unto  his  eteruall  bliss,  some  aught  dayes  after  the  said 
sommance  and  this  treu  relatione  I  haue  of  thois  that  was  ej'e  witnesses  to  hir  sorou  at  which  unchristinalyk 
fact,  who  cane  retein  thair  eyes  from  destelling  of  compasionat  tears  to  sei  ane  inocente  so  heastned  to  hir 
long  home  Ffor  the  which  fact  if  the  lord  admitt  me  dayes  I  shall  rewynge  the  samen,  albeit  it  should 
cost  me  the  eff usioue  of  my  blood  befor  he  pass  unpunishid  of  my  hands,  Bot  I  wold  most  earnestlie  intreat 
that  I  culd  obtean  the  happie  fortune  as  once  to  wisett  your  loP  so  that  I  culd  impairt  unto  your  loP  weyse 
audience  thois  maiters  which  can  not  be  written,  bot  if  this  niy  heartie  desyre  doe  not  stand  answrabell  to 
your  loP  better  aprowed  wisdomes,  and  if  this  my  presumptione  heath  anie  wayes  seemid  discontentid  to 
yourloP  then  will  I  reentreat  to  forgive  my  boldness,  and  not  to  lettmy  rustieall  dyting  be  ane  hinderance  to 
your  loP  amicall  descreation  as  also  I  will  attend  with  submission  unto  your  loP  injonctions,  and  expecting 
ane  faworabell  ausyr  from  your  loP  throghe  thomas  gelletie  my  ewir  faworable  freind  and  thus  fearing  to 

1  The  words  here  italicized  are  in  plain  hand  and  written  larger  than  the  rest  of  the  letter,  which  is  in  a 
curious  kind  of  engrossed  hand.     It  is  sealed  with  a  small  red  seal  bearing  the  arms  of  the  writer. 
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be  molestuous  I  will  conclud  earuestlie  wishing  god  to  grant  ine  the  happiness  to  be  treullie  informed  of  Part  I. 
your  loP  health  and  prosperitie  and  all  your  blessed  famellie  whom  I  recomend  unto  the  tuition  of  the  Cbap.  I. 

almightie  god     And  Rests  App.  I. 

Addressed  on  back  : —  Your  evir  humbell 

To  his  verie  honirabelC  and  and  obedient  Servant 

weill  respectid  uncell  Alexander  MulijburUme. 
Doctor  Joliene  Wedderburne 

Doctor  of  medicin  nou  Dueling  [Endorsed  by  the  recipient,  l;  lf,44.  30  August."] 
in.                 Thes. 

II.  Letter  from  Dr.  John  Wedderburn    in   Moravia   to  Alexander  Wedderburn  of 

Kingennie.     (Bl.  42.) 

Honorable  and  most  "Wortlne  Gusine. 

The  lov  and  favor  your  umquhyl  father  caried  and  sehev  towards  mie  sicklyk  of  your  guther  my  tutor 
that  VVorthie  man  of  happie  memorie,  inaks  me  thie  mor  confident  for  to  requeist  you  for  on  singular 
benefit  namlie  it  wil  pleas  you  as  the  primme  of  our  neam  for  to  tak  thie  protection  in  maintaining  in  his 
richts  my  son  ViUiatn  "Wodderborn  of  my  second  vyff  on  boy  of  acht  zeir  aid. 

Thie  keace  is  as  follows  ;  I  did  eonferr  and  bestov  vpon  him  som  4  zeirs  agoe  all  thie  houssis  or  lands 
I  can  pretend  in  Dundie,  togither  with  thes  fev  ackers  callit  thie  frie  lauds  of  Aberbothrie,  and  in  sunia  all 
T  can  pretend  in  Scotland  for  to  be  myn.  Therefter  I  wreat  unto  Scotlaud  in  this  behalff,  but  this  my 
will  (as  I  perceav)  lies  been  crossed  by  som  freinds  of  my  nevoy  Alexr  £)alyburton  to  my  greit  displeasur ; 
this  nevoy  of  myn  efter  thie  death  of  my  sister  his  mother,  being  on  printes  of  on  merchand  in  Stock - 
hollnm  wreat  to  mie  desyring  I  wald  giv  him  on  factorie  for  to  tak  up  the  deuties  of  thes  lands  for  as  schort 
tym  as  I  pleasit,  therefter  I  ansuearit  him  scharplie  that  I  nether  vald  nor  culd  doe  it  with  siudrie  other 
remonstrations  etc.  and  not  to  be  tedious  in  informing  yov  with  manie  vords,  I  doe  send  you  heirwith 
Alex1'  Halyburtone  his  original  letter  and  thie  faotorie  hie  vald  hav  had  me  to  subseryv. 

Therefor  most  respectit  cusin  I  intreat  yov  most  earuestlie  and  lmimbli,  for  to  tak  the  pains,  and 
schav,  intimat,  and  mak  knauen  to  the  Magistratts  and  Counsell  of  thie  Touu  of  Dundie  this  my  vill,  or 
resignation  of  all  quhat  I  can  cleam  to  in  Scotland  to  my  son  Villiam  of  8  zeir  aid,  and  if  yie  hav  not  thie 
euidents  or  chartors  of  thes  lands  as  yit  besyd  you,  mak  them  quha  lies  them  deliver  them  unto  yov 
altogither,  and  espeatalli  also  on  obligation  of  thrie  huurdett  dolors  Mathou  paton  and  .lames  Yung  ar 
restand  awing  me;  Al  thir  euidents  and  chartors  togither  with  that  obligation,  quhen  I  cam  lest  out  of 
Scotland  I  lefft  with  my  brother  thie  Bisschop,  and  efter  his  death  they  vor  all  deliuerit  to  my  sister  ; 
nov  Alex1'  Halyburton  vreatts  to  me  in  his  letter  the  formal  follouing  vords  :  "  The  obligation  of  hector 
pattone  (hie  meins  that  of  the  300  dolors)  vith  the  wretts  of  your  housses  my  mother  lefft  into  my  hands. 
The  quhich  wretts  I  recomeudit  vnto  the  custodie  of  Alex1'  Wedderburn  of  Kengnie  quho  haitli  oblidgit 
himselff  to  restor  the  samen  wretts  to  quhom  your  loP  shall  giv  order  etc."  I  think  scearslie  all  thir  vords 
be  gospell,  for  his  mother  vos  dead  befor  his  arryvall  horn,  yit  be  fore  of  them  yie  mey  mak  him  perform 
all  quhat  hie  has  not  yit  performit.  The  malic  of  my  nevoy  is  so  palpable  and  obstinat  that  hie  neuer 
vreat  ansuear  sine  my  denyal  and  admonisment  hie  suld  not  mell  him  with  any  thing  of  myn  sine  god  be 
praysit  I  hav  children  of  my  awin  ;  yit  that  presuenptuos  nacket  as  I  heir,  perseuirs  in  his  iuil  practis, 
and  dispons  as  he  vill.  as  if  nothing  therof  perteinit  to  me  or  my  children  ;  such  tricks  in  this  cuntrie 
vald  hie  seuirly  punischit  ;  if  it  bie  trev  (as  it  is  tald  me)  that  he  has  componit  and  receauit  moneyis  from 
Mathev  paton  and  James  Yung  and  randrit  them  their  obligation  it  vor  on  thift't,  and  suld  bie  persuit  for 
such  on  delict,  if  I  suld  us  vigor. 

Deir  Cusin,  I  requyst  yov  for  to  remead  and  put  on  order  to  such  strauagant  exorbitances  ;  This  my 
letter  unto  yov,  I  doe  solemlie  protest  that  it  bie  as  aveliabl  and  hav  so  much  fore,  as  if  it,  vor  on  full 
power  in  optima  forma  compealit  bie  thie  skilfullest  notter  of  the  Kingdom. 

Morouer  my  son  vith  my  first  vyff  callit  Jhon  James  Wodderborn,  on  youth  of  20  yeir,  hes  offerit  and 
wil  giv  on  cession  or  resignation  of  anie  richt  hie  or  anie  of  his  micht  hav  bie  the  lawis  of  Scotland  to 
such  lands,  heirefter  god  willing  I  sail  send  yov  thie  Autentick  therof,  or  at  the  least  on  waliabl  vidimus 
therof.  sicklyk  bie  this  my  hand  vreat  I  doe  confirm  and  approv  thie  donation  of  thie  sang  scooll  I  mead 
be  vord  to  thie  honorabl  magistratts  of  our  Toun  quhen  I  vos  at  horn  sem  ten  yeir  agoe.  Sicklyk  I  am 
content  Grisal  Ramsay  my  sister  dochter  hav  that  chamber  abov  Robert  hardens  buith  for  so  long  tym  as 
it  sail  pleas  mie  without  peying  of  deutie,  qhich  I  hav  also  vreattn  vnto  Sir  Alexander  the  Clark  Sicklyk  I 
hav  be  letter  desyrit  patrick  for  to  hav  on  caer  and  inspection  of  the  houssis,  and  mend  still  quhar  is 
necessarie  that  they  doe  not  decay  the  expends  culd  be  peyit  out  of  the  hous  meals.  This  my  deutie 
remembrit  to  yov  and  al  yours  I  remain  ob 

Brinthe  the  29  Juhi  164/.  cusin  for  tQ  ^^  ^ 

.....  .        ,  Jhon  Wodderborn 

p.s      rf  yie  bie  curious  for  doctor  of  medicin. 

to  know  of  my  present  es- 

teat,  distress    and   losses  [Endorsed,  probably  by  the  recipient,  "  Letter  from  John  Wedderburn,"  and 

yie    can    learn    all    from  alsoby  Sir  John  Wedderburnof  Ballindean,  who  wrongly  says  "ThisDr.  John 

Jhon  Forsayth.  Wedderburn  is  son  of  David  "Wedderburn,  and  brother  of  Alexander  and 

James,  Bishop  of  Dumblane," — a  considerable  confounding  of  persons.] 
This  letter  covers  three  sides  of  plain  paper,  foolscap  size,  folio.     A  facsimile  of  the  signature  will  be 
found  in  vol.  ii,  opp.  p.  97. 

III.  Letter  from  John  James  Wedderburn  at  Bfinn  to  Alexander  Wedderburn  of 
Kingennie.     (S.W.  303.) 

Nobilis  ac  fauorabilis  Due  Wodderborn, 

Salutem  et  seruitia  mea  promptissima.  Not]  licuit  hactenus  partim  propter  tot  scotia  et  .Anglia  belli 
rudera,  partim  etiam  propter  penuriam  commoditatis  in  tarn  uia  remota,  amicis  et  consanguineis  meis 
sijnceris,   literas  eo  mittere  ;  Prtecipue  cum  ego,   maior  natu  filius  legitimus,   pii  mei  defuueti  Domini 

F 
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Part  I.  Parentis  Johannis  Wodderborn,  quondam  huij'  marchionatus  Morauia  Prototnedicj,  merito  ibidem  in  Scotia 
Chap.  I.  aliquamdiu  morari,  meaq^  bona  paterna,  qua'  mihi  more  et  iure  seotieo,  causa  prioritatis  mea',  debeutur 
App.  I.  perlustrare  deberem  ;  Quoniam  autem  absentiarn  meam  superius  deuominata  obstacula  eausant,  et  tameu 
necessarium  est,  ut  de  paternis  mei's  bonis  in  ciuitate  Dondie,  in  uice  eomitatu  de  angus,  inquiram  et 
rationes  cum  prouentibus,  qui  hactenus  ab  obitu  defuncta'  sororis  parentis  mei,  debentur,  exigam  ;  Et 
quoniam  intellexi,  quod  V'ra  D'o  curam  domorum  mearu  aliarumq^  rerum  ibidem  nescio  tamen  cuij'nam 
intromissione,  hactenus  susceperit,  ego  proiuterim  gratias  ago.  At,  cum  nunc  mea  interest,  ut  cum 
paterna  mea  ha'reditate,  qua'  mihi  secundum  prioritatem  successions  paterna',  more  scotico,  coram  Deo, 
et  mundo  debetur,  libere  disponere  possim.  Ideo  ego  Dominationem  Vesfcram,  ignote  quidem,  officiose 
tamen  requiro,  et  rogo,  ut  non  solum  rationes,  et  prouentus,  dictarum  domorum  et  rerum  perutinentium 
etc  :  a  tempore  intromissionis,  uerum  etiam  ipsa  privilegia  omnia,  qua'  sub  eij'  manibus,  uti  scio,  sunt 
Consauguineo  uieo.  Domino  Alexandro  Halliburton,  queni  ego  pro  Plenipotentiary  prointerim  confidenter 
constitui,  placide  tradat,  quod  etiam  a.  V'ra  D'ne,  ad  couseruandam  futuram  amicitiam  fieri  miuime  dubito. 
Et  si  Vestra  D'o  in  hisce  nostris  partibus  moravias  aliquid  negotii  haberet,  mihi  nuntiare  vellet,  inseruiam 
lubenti  animo,  Quern  penes  divinam  protectionem  officiose  saluto  et  maueo. 
Dabantur  Brume  14  Julij  Nobilis  ae  favorabilis  Dis  V'ras 

A0  1651.  paratus  a  servitio 

Addressed  on  the  back  : —  Joannes  Jacobus  Wodderborn. 

Nobilis  ac  favorabili  Domino  Alex- 
andro Wodderborn  a  Kingennie  and 
Domino    amico    suo    colendissimo 

in  ciuitate  Dondie,  in  paternis  meis  s    N. 

laribus  commoranti,  pateant.  {  Ls-  ) 

Dondie.  ^- — s 


This  letter  is  sealed  with  a  small  red  seal,  showing  a  shield  on  which  is  a  (very  wide)  chevron  between 
three  roses.  The  chevron  is  charged  with  what  may  be  a  fleur-de-lys.  There  is  a  little  mantling  rouud 
the  shield  and  above  it  is  a  helmet  full  faced,  surmounted  by  what  is  either  a  feather  or  fleur-de-lys.  On 
one  side  of  it  are  the  letters  H.I.,  and  on  the  other  a  \V.  for  Herr  (?)  Johannes  Wedderburn.  A  facsimile 
of  the  signature  is  given  in  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  32. 

IV.  Draft    letter  (abstract)   from   Alexander  Wedderburn  of    Kingennie  to  John 
James  Wedderburn  (S.W.  304). 

This  letter,  which  is  in  Latin,  is  dated  at  Kingennie  "  5  July  1652,"  and  signed  "  tuus  amantissimus 
consanguineus  Alexander  Wedderburne  a  Kinganie."  It  is  written  on  a  single  sheet  of  paper.  I  have 
omitted  to  take  a  full  copy  of  it,  but  it  is  to  the  following  effect.  After  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
foregoing  letter  of  14  July  1651,  concerning  the  property  of  his  correspondent's  late  venerated  father, 
situated  in  Dundee,  and  given  by  their  father  to  the  brother  of  John  James  Wedderburn,  as  more  fully 
set  forth  in  a  letter  of  which  an  authentic  copy  is  enclosed,  Kingennie  hopes  that  John  James  will  so 
reverence  the  will  of  his  father  as  to  approve  of  the  gift  made  to  his  brother  whereby  the  name  of 
Wedderburn  should  be  preserved  in  those  properties. 

V.  Letter  from  John  James  Wedderburn  at  Ollmutz  to  Alexander  Wedderburn  of 
Kingennie  ^S.W.  305). 

Right  honorabl,  I  receauid  your1  letter  deittet  the  5  of  July  1652  And  returnes  you  thanks  for  your 
respects  to  my  Father  of  worthie  memorie  exprest  in  your  cair  of  his  lands  in  Scotland.  I  haue  learm'd 
from  the  copie  of  my  father  his  letter  and  your  oune  that  he  hed  couferd  all  uhat  belongd  to  him  in 
Scotland  upon  my  brother  and  that  accordinglie  yee  refuisse  me  for  ther  ouner.  Treulie,  Sirr,  I  reuerance 
my  father  his  intention  to  bestou  such  uith  my  consent,  yet  I  belieu  yee  uil  find  neather  my  consent, 
giuen  nor  yeet  anie  ualed  disposition  made  by  him,  bot  I  niynd  not  to  plead  my  richt  in  this  by  penne 
althogh  nothing  mor  then  your  refuisall  might  prouock  me  to  appropriat  them  to  my  self!',  houbeit  I  hope 
Sirr  you  will  not  theuck  becaus  I  did  demand  thes  ureatts  in  my  oune  nam  from  you  that  therfor  they 
wer  to  goe  out  of  the  nam.  neather  in  that  I  intended  to  tak  them  from  you  that  therfor  1  did  tak  them 
from  my  brother,  nor  yett  becaus  I  apoynted  the  cair  of  them  to  my  cussing,  that  therfor  he  should  possess 
them  as  his  heritadg,  bot  that  in  releiuing  you  he  might  ouersee  them  (as  in  my  judgment  mor  pertinent 
to  hym)  untill  farder  order  uhither  from  me  or  my  brother  yet  I  trust  uithout  prceiudic  to  you  and  seeing 
my  brother  leiues  nou  uith  me  who  am  or  at  the  lest  shuld  be  as  tender  of  his  uellfarr  as  anie  man  els,  I 
uill  one  mor  entrait  youe  both  from  him  and  me  to  disburden  your  selff  in  delyuering  unto  my  cussing 
Alexander  Halyburton,  the  euidents  of  thes  landes  with  ane  acompt  of  your  intromissione  uho  I  trust  is 
sufficieutlie  dead  uith  pouer  to  dischardg  you.  I  am  onlie  sorrie  to  heir  you  haue  such  ueake  thoghts  of 
me  as  if  it  uer  onlie  my  cussings  studie  which  persuaded  me  to  demaud  thus  of  you.  I  blisse  God  uho 
heath  endeud  me  uith  so  much  iudgment  as  that  neather  he  nor  anie  man  els  shall  persuad  me  to  doe 
uhat  I  shuld  not  nor  yet  leaue  undoen  uhat  I  kuoue  belongs  to  me  to  doe  And  if  this  my  just  desyer 
shall  not  preuaill  uith  you,  I  uill  yet  take  paines  by  such  cours  as  may  giu  you  mor  satisfaction  though  it 
should  be  to  my  greater  expens,  uhich  I  uill  not  think  can  be  occasioned  by  on  uho  profest  such  loue  to 
the  father,  as  to  shoue  the  conterar  to  his  sonne.  So  hopeing  this  shall  searue  to  preuein  all  forder  mis- 
contrustiones  betwix  you  and  me  I  shall  rest  in  confidenc  of  your  performauc. 
Ollmutz  4  of  Julij  1653.  your  uery  uilling  seruant 

Addressed  on  the  back  : —  Joannes  Jacobus  Wedderburn. 

"  Honorabili  Dno  Alexandro  Wedderburn  de 

Kengenie,   amico   meo   jilurimum    colendo  [Sealed  with  the  same  seal  as  that  on  the  former  letter 

tradentur.  of  14  July  1651.] 

Kengenie." 

1  The  writer  of  this  letter  writes  ij  for  y  throughout. 


Chapter    I. 


Appendix    II. 


Letters  from  James  Wedderburn,  Bishop  of  Dunblane,  to  Isaac  Caseation  and  his  son, 
Meric  Casaubon,  1613-26. 

These  letters  ai-e  preserved  among  the  Barney  MS.  (Vols.  366  and  369)  in  the  British  ??rt  '• 
Museum.  I  had  at  first  intended  to  give  them  both  in  the  original  Latin  and  in  an  App.  n. 
English  form,  but  their  importance  does  not,  I  think,  justify  the  devotion  of  so  much 
space  to  them,  and  I,  therefore,  give  them  in  the  original  only,  adding  here,  by  way 
of  introduction,  a  short  summary  of  their  contents.  They  are,  it  will  be  seen,  ten 
in  number,  the  first  of  them  being  addressed  to  Isaac  Casaubon,  the  others  to  his  son 
Meric.  In  the  firs.t  letter,  dated  London,  11  May,  1613,  VVedderburn,  then  tutor  to 
Casaubou's  children,  sends  to  Casaubon,  absent  in  Oxford,  a  report  of  affairs  at  home. 
The  good  conduct  of  his  children  and  the  sickness  of  a  servant,  who  had  to  be  sent  back 
to  Calais,  are  the  matters  with  which  he  begins  his  letter,  after  which  he  passes  to  his  own 
affairs,  in  which  he  looked  for  Casaubon's  help.  "  Ever  since  the  great  Shepherd  of  the 
flock  (I  summarize  a  free  translation)  showed  me  by  His  light  that  there  is  no  true 
happiness  in  the  transitory  things  of  this  world,  my  one  desire  has  been  to  devote  all  my 
energies  to  His  service.  I  left  my  own  country,  not  from  curiosity  to  see  the  world,  but 
from  zeal  for  learning  and  goodness  ;  my  means  were  small,  but  I  trusted  that  God  would 
provide  ;  and  so  He  did,  for  I  became  a  member  of  your  household  at  a  salary  beyond 
your  nisans  or  my  merits,  though  still  insufficient  for  all  my  wants."  His  desire  is  to  help 
his  fellow  countrymen  "  suffering  and  fated  to  suffer  from  the  lack  of  true  schooling." 
All  he  requires  is  books,  food  and  raiment,  and  now  that  his  time  as  tutor  to  Casaubon's 
children  is  of  a  necessity  drawing  to  a  close,  he  must  rely  on  Casaubon's  influence,  or 
seek  the  aid  of  friends  at  home.  Such  is  the  effect  of  the  first  letter,  the  only  one 
addressed  to  Casaubon  himself.  The  others  are  all  written  to  Meric  Casaubon,  who  was, 
evidently,  Wedderburn's  favourite  pupil,  and  had  now  gone  to  Oxford.  The  first  of  them 
(London,  8  Dec,  1614),  is  merely  the  expression  of  the  writer's  affectionate  regard  for 
and  interest  in  his  old  pupil ;  while  in  the  second,  dated  at  Cambridge,  15  March,  1615, 
he  exhorts  him  above  all  to  keep  before  his  eyes  the  example  of  his  father  (who  had  died 
in  the  preceding  year)  and  to  follow  him  "  in' the  fear  of  God  and  the  pursuit  of  learning." 
More  than  three  years  elapse  before  the  date  of  the  third  letter,  which  is  dated  18  May, 
1618,  from  S.  Andrew's,  to  which  "VVedderburn  had  returned  two  years  back.  It  is  no 
more  than  another  exhortation  and  a  request  for  news,  which  the  journey  south  of  five 
young  Belgians,  pupils  of  the  writer,  prompted  him  to  send  by  them  to  his  old  scholar. 
The  next  letter  (S.  Andrew's,  18  Dec,  1622)  is  of  greater  length.  Wedderburn  had  just 
heard  from  Meric,  and  complains  of  the  long  post,  for  the  letter  had  been  five  weeks  on 
its  way  from  Oxford  to  St.  Andrew's.  His  reply  is  full  of  affection  for  Meric,  who  had 
written  of  his  gratitude  to  his  former  master,  and  it  also  contains  encouragement  and 
advice.  "Do  not  despond;  trust  in  God;  devote  yourself  to  the  perfection  of  your 
spiritual  gifts,  and  leave  it  to  Him  to  provide  (as  He  will)  for  your  physical  needs,"  is  a 
short  summary  of  it.  It  seems  that  he  and  Meric  had  lately  met,  for  he  alludes  to  his 
recent  journey  south  (1)  as  not  having  affected  his  health,  but  only  his  purse,  and  sends 
greetings  to  Doctor  Lindsell,  "  whom  I  met  on  my  way,"  "  my  excellent  friend  Christopher 
Wren,"  and  the  Bishop  of  Winchester.  The  next  letter  (S.  Andrew's,  21  June,  1623) 
again  complains  of  the  postal  delays  ;  a  letter  from  Meric,  just  received,  having  been  two 
months  on  its  way.  Meric  had  been  suffering  from  overwork,  and  Wedderburn  exhorts 
him  to  be  careful  of  his  health.  He  also  promises  to  use  his  influence,  for  he  was  now  a 
man  of  some  importance,  in  Meric's  behalf.  He  assures  him  that  the  king  favours  him, 
and  that  "  our  Archbishop,  who  will  soon  be  at  court,"  is  also  well  disposed  to  him. 
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Parti.  Meanwhile,  he  will  write  to  the  Dean  of  Winchester,  and  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  "who, 
AppPii  when  I  met  him  by  chance  on  my  return  home,  asked  me  to  write  to  him  without  delay.'' 
In  return,  he  asks  Meric  to  look  out  for  books  for  him  in  Oxford,  a  cheaper  and  more 
likely  market  than  London.  He  had  already  sent  him  one  list,  and  now  adds  to  it  the 
works  of  Bromyard  and  Raymund  de  Sabunde,  and  the  latest  edition  of  Scotus.  He 
deplores  the  narrowness  and  ignorance  of  most  of  the  theologians  of  the  day.  Literature 
is  the  handmaid  of  theology,  and  he  congratulates  Meric  that  he,  at  any  rate,  takes  this 
wider  view.  For  himself,  he  is  lecturing  on  the  Gospels,  and  proposes  next  to  deliver  a 
course  on  the  rest  of  the  New  Testament.  To  this  end  he  wants  to  know  what  are  the 
most  recent  commentaries  on  the  Acts,  the  Epistles,  and  the  Apocalypse.  The  older 
commentaries  he  can  get  from  the  library  of  S.  Andrew's,  but  he  desires  to  be  familiar 
with  the  results  of  modern  research.  Dr.  Jackson  has  written  a  commentary  on  part  of 
the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  and  he  asks  Casaubon  to  get  his  permission  to  take  a  copy, 
and  to  let  him  have  it,  with  a  note  of  the  cost.  Nine  months  later,  he  writes  again,  with 
a  further  request  for  information.  He  refers  to  his  honest  endeavoiu-s  to  help  Meric's 
studies,  when  he  was  his  pupil  ;  and  now  Meric  can  help  him,  for  "  news  blows  from  the 
South  not  from  the  North,"  and  he,  alas  !  is  dwelling  in  darkness,  while  Meric  is  in  the 
light,  surrounded  by  a  throng  ot  eminent  scholars.  The  next  letter  (S.  Andrew's, 
24  Jan.,  1625)  is  written  immediately  on  the  receipt  from  Meric  of  the  retpiired  copy  of 
Dr.  Jackson's  commentary,  together  with  a  list  of  books  on  the  Acts,  some  of  which  he 
now  asks  to  have  sent  him  at  once.  Meric  had  just  taken  piriest's  orders,  and  he  concludes 
his  letter  by  greeting  him  as  "  once  my  pupil,  now  my  fellow-priest."  In  yet  another 
letter,  dated  from  S.  Andrew's  a  few  weeks  later  (17  March,  1625),  there  is  talk  of  a  visit 
to  Scotland  to  be  made  by  Meric  and  Dr.  Lindsell,  an  old  and  valued  friend  of  Wedderburn, 
who  suggests  that  they  should  come  in  July,  "the  warmest  month  of  the  year,"  but,  as 
this  visit  is  not  referred  to  in  the  following  letter,  the  journey  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
accomplished.  The  last  letter  is  dated  from  S.  Andrew's,  11  March,  1626.  In  it 
Wedderburn  again  begs  for  news  of  Meric's  own  doings,  of  those  of  other  friends,  of 
lately  issued  books,  and  of  all  matters  relating  to  the  church  and  to  litei'ature.  He  seems 
to  have  become  discontented  with  his  position  and  was  contemplating  a  change  of  plans. 
"  Things,"  (he  says  in  the  last  words  of  this  letter)  "  have  now  come  to  such  a  pass  here, 
and  there  is  so  little  chance  of  their  bettering,  that  I  have  made  up  my  mind  to  come 
back  to  where  you  are  (Oxford  1),  there  to  spend  the  remainder  of  my  days."  We  have 
seen  (ante  p.  30)  that  soon  after  this  letter  he  was  again  in  England,  and  only  left  it  on 
his  appointment  as  Dean  of  the  Chapel  Royal  and  Bishop  of  Dunblane.  His  subsequent 
career  has  been  already  given. 

I  now  proceed  to  print  the  text  of  the  letters.  Their  Latin  is  not  always  classical, 
though  the  constant  use  of  Greek  expressions  is  in  imitation  of  Cicero.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  on  one  occasion  a  Hebrew  woi-d  (signifying  "  Jehovah  ")  is  used.1 


(Vol.  366,  fol.  268.) 
James  Wedderburn  to  Isaac  Casaubon. 

Prsestantissime  Vir  Domine  mibi  plurimum  obseruande,  Quod  diseedens  mihi  raandasti,  ut  per  me  de 
rebus  tuis  certior  fieres,  id  ad  primatn  bauc  occasionem  aceeptis  iam  tuis  Uteris  pratermittere  nolui. 
Haud  ignoro  quam  tu  libenter  dum  abes,  quoe  tua  pia  est  sollicitudo,  irepl  t<Si>  tfilov  quam  ssepissime 
audias,  nee  me  iatet  quantopere  tuorura  a/iaprtj/tiiTa  metuas  quantseque  tibl  cura?  sit,  ut  iu  timore  Dei  et 
honestis  moribus  inoftenso  cursu  ad  bonam  frugem  pergant.  In  rebus  tuis  post  discessum  tvium  nulla 
mutatio  insignis  accidit,  hoc  tantum:  ancilla  altera  die  quo  has  scripsi,  a  Dna  Killagreu,  cui  tua  omnia  non 
minori  ac  tibi  curae  sunt,  diu  multumque  examinata  (namque  malum  ipsum  ut  detegeret  sibi  conspiciendum 
nullis  precibus  extorquere  potuit  ftemina  modestissima)  vix  tandem  se  scabie  contagiosa  ac  periculosissima 
laborare  confessa  est.  Quo  per  certa  indicia  cognito,  primum  miseram  ancillam  cum  verbis  turn  re 
consolata  est ;  deinde  illi  banc  familiam  relinquendam  esse,  demonstrato  prius  periculoquod  ei  ab  ejusmodi 
morbo  impenderet,  non  tarn  denuntiauit,  quam  leniter  et  blande  significauit.  Ilia  haud  pegre  assensa  est  ; 
adeoque  me  has  exarante,  nauem  quam  conscenderet  Caletum  profectura  qurerebat.  Interea  sedulo  id  agit 
pia  ilia  ffemina  ut  famulam  aliquam  fidelem  familipc  tua;  inueniat.  Id  ipsum  quoque  curat  uxor  Dni  Aurelij. 
Liberi  tui  omnes  qui  hie  sunt  viuunt  et  valent  Dei  benencio,  et  quod  te  maxime  scire  velle  facile  coguoui, 

1  I  print  them  as  they  are  written,  with  their  abbreviations.  Thus,  a  comma  before  a  word,  as  iu 
'secutus,  stands  for  "  con  "  ;  and  after  a  word,  as  in  atq',  for  "  que."  The  letter  u  is  often  used  for  v,  and 
j  for  t  ;  while  a  line  over  «,  m  or  n  signifies  the  omission  of  a  m  ;  and  one  or  two  words,  such  as  plane  or 
modo,  are  written  with  accents. 
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nihil  quod  sciatn,  quod  tuuui  animum  offendat  postquam  htnc  profectus  es  commisit  eorurn  ullus.     Filia  Part  I. 
natu  maxima  omnia  recte  administrat,  omnesque  non  aliter  mini  parent  prrecipue  in  quotidianis  exereitijs  et  Chap.  I. 
moribus  compouendis,  quam  si  auctoritas  mihi  aliqua  in  eis  data  esset.     Filiolum  Jacobum  Ka\a>s  ^x€lv  -^PP-  **• 
nuper  ex  ejus  nutritio  intelleximus.     De  Uteris  tuis  ad   D.   Decanum  tibi  gratias  ago.     Postulati  mei 
rationem  nescio  an  tibi  exposuerim  :  exponam  igitur,  et  rem  totam  paullo  altius  repetam. 

EgOj  vir  clarissime,  postquam  me  luce  ea  donauit  d  irar^p  rtuv  <pw\oiv,  ut  nullarn  in  rebus  hisce  caducis 
felicitatem  veram  positam  esse,  facile  possem  perspicere,  omnes  cogitationes  meas  eo  contuli,  ut  in  hac 
breui  et  instabili  vita,  creatoris  mei  opt.  max.  et  redemptoris  clementissimi  glorije,  omni  mea  opera  et 
studio  iuseruirem.  Hanc  cogitationem,  quod  scit  ipse  6  Kap8ioyvibcm)s,  in  rebus  maions  momenti  ad  incepta 
mea  omnia  attuli.  Iccirco  cum  patriam  relinquere  animum  induxissem,  diu  multumque  hoc  mecum  versaui, 
an  ex  illo  consilio  fructus  aliquis  ad  Ecclesiam  Dei  redire  posset ;  tandem  vero  non  solum  mea  ipsius 
conscientia  fretus,  sed  et  virorum  doctrina  et  pietate  prfestantium  suflragijs  adjutns,  egressus  sum  patria, 
non  inaui  impetu,  ant  juuenili  exteras  videndi  regiones  ardore  impulsus,  sed  solo  doctrina?  et  pietatis 
studio  iuductus  :  atque  ita  egressus  sum  ut  tenui  viatico  instructus,  mihi  Deum  de  conditione  aliqua  honesta, 
prrccipue  autem  de  ratione  commoda  studia  mea  promouendi  prouisurum  penitus  considerem,  id  quod, 
postquam  in  tuam  familiam,  vir  summe,  receptus  sum,  factum  esse  sensi.  Atenim  cum  huuc  conuictum 
hnud  ita  diuturnum  fore  viderem  ;  siue  ad  tuos  filios  curce  mete  commissos  respieerem  ;  quorum  saltern 
alterum  in  Academiam  niitti  e  re  tua  fore  et  prseuidi,  et  tibi  sajpiuscule  dixi  :  siue  meas  ipsius  res 
cousiderarem  :  salarium  enim  mihi  a  te  constitutum  est,  majus  quidem  illud,  quam  ut  ei  fortunas  tufe  vel 
merita  mea  respondeant,  minus  tamen  quam  ut  meaj  tenuitati  sufficiat.  Hoc  cum  animo  prouiderem, 
ctepi  venire  in  hanc  cogitationem,  me  ijs  rebus  destitutum,  quibus  tanquam  prtesidijs  fulciuntur  praclara 
iugenia,  diuiuitus  hue  vocari,  ut  tenui  quam  consecutus  erarn  doctrina  contentus,  me  totum  sacro  ministerio 
consecrarem  ;  qua  in  vocatione  tametsi  Literarum  cognitione  minus  valerem,  zelo  tamen,  quo  cum  sreculi 
mores  video  totus  ardeo,  aliquid  posse  me  non  diffidebara.  Sed  cum  ex  altera  parte  in  patriam,  cur  me 
meosque  labores  dicam,  oculos  conijeerem,  magnaque  earn  vera?  eruditionis  penuria  laborare,  deinceps  etiam, 
plus  laboraturam,  non  obscure  perspicerem  ;  statui  in  utraque  re,  si  vires  mihi  et  gratiam  suppeditabit  ni.T, 
aufiTTaTpi^rais  meis  suppetias  ferre.  Hoc  ut  effectum  dein  mature  mihi  pronidendum  est,  ut  vel  hie  vel  in 
patria  eo  loco  constituar,  quo  mihi  prater  victum  et  vestitum  libri  subministrentur.  Quod  si  in  hac 
regione  ad  paucos  annos  pedem  fixero  ;  tua  me  gratia  qua  apud  viros  magnos  polles,  consequi  posse  nullus 
dubito,  ut  ea  conditione  fruar  in  qua  et  ingenij  cultum  ex  studijs  primatis  capiam,  et  operam  non  inutilem 
Kcclesia;  Dei  pra?stem.  Qua  me  spes  si  frustra  habebit,  mihi  danda  opera  erit,  ut  priusquam  te  relinquam, 
per  amicos  mihi  in  patria  prospiciatur.  Kogo  igitur  te,  vir  prcestautissime  atque  humanissime,  ut  cum  ad 
reuereudissimum.  Episcopum  Elieusem  literas  dabis,  mihi  ad  eum  perferendas  tradi  cures,  et,  nisi  graue  sit, 
illi  me  tanquam  tuum  diligenter  commendes,  ut  me  in  clientelam  suam  admittere,  et,  si  operam  meam 
Ecclesire  utilem  fore  existimabit,  rationem  mei  aliquant  habere  velit.  Persuasum  enira  habeo,  modo  te 
yvTjalus  to  irepl  e/iou  juepijuiw  intelligat,  facturum  ut  tuam  mihi  commendationem  non  parum  profuisse 
iutelligam.  Interea  omnem  meum  laborem  et  industriam  in  eo  ponam,  ut  filij  tui  in  pietate  et  bonis 
Uteris  proficiant,  speroque  fore  ut  non  pjcnitendurn  progressum  vel  te  judice  ante  exactum  annum  faciant. 
Sed  te  nimis  obtuudo.  Hactenus  igitur.  Sunt  hie  quidam  qui  serio  videntur  domum  velle  conducere,  me 
rogarunt  ut  ex  te  sciscitarer  quantum  ex  quadragiuta  illis  libris  detracturus  sis,  prreterea  conuentionem 
qua?  tibi  cum  possessore  domus  facta  est,  videre  expetunt.  Si  clauem  musEei  tui  mittas,  quod  vix  tamen 
fieri  velim,  semel  tantum  aperietur,  ut  cliarta  ilia  promatur.  Sed  quod  tibi  videbitur,  id  fac.  Vale  vir 
maxime,  et  quod  facis,  me  amore  tuo  decorare  perge.     Londini  v.  Eid.  Maia?,  CIOIDCXIII. 

Tibi  deuotissimus  et  ad  omne  obse- 
(Addresse.d)  quium  paratissimus, 

V.     CL.  Jacobus  Wedderburnus. 

Isaaco  Casaubono 

Domino  mihi  plu-  /    N 

rimum  obseruando.  (Seal  \ 

Oxonium.  — ' 

The  Seal  is  of  red  wax  and  shows  quartered  arms,  but  the  bearings  are  not  clear  :  they  are  certainly 
not  Wedderburn  arms.  The  letter  is  endorsed  "Jac.  Wedderburn."  The  letters  V.  CL.  in  the  address 
stand,  of  course,  for  "  Viro  Clarissimo." 

II. 

(Vol.  369,  fol.  193.) 
Jacobus  Wedderburnus  Merico  Casaubono  suo.     S.D. 

Non  queo  verbis  exprimere,  quanto  tui,  mi  Merice,  desiderio  teuear.  Diu  enim  est  cum  nihil  abs  te 
literarum  accepi.  Et  mese  certe  res  me  impediuerunt,  quo  minus  ad  te  literas  darem.  Verum  hoc  tibi 
persuadere  velim,  nulla  ex  parte  imminutum  esse  meum  erga  te  amorem,  sed  hoc  locorum  et  temporum 
interuallo  vires  potius  acquisiuisse.  Ubicunque  pedem  fixero,  quotiescunq'  occasio  se  offeret,  te  per  literas 
compellabo.  Si  qua  in  re  mea  opera  apud  matrem  uti  velis,  fac  me  certiorem.  Oro  te  atq'  obtestor  per 
Deum  immortalem,  perque  beatam  /xaKapnov  illius  parentis  tui  memoriam,  ut  omnem  animum,  omne  studium 
atq'  operam  in  eo  ponas,  ut  in  vera  pietate  et  doctrina  magis  magisq'  proficias.  Haso  unica  tibi  patet  via 
ad  veram  gloriam  et  felicitatem  sempiternarn.  Non  desinam  votis  meis  apud  Deum  pro  te  intercedere. 
Nihil  mihi  jucundius  accidere  potest,  quam  si  de  profectu  tuo  audiam.  Rogo  te  ut  prima  occasione  rescribas 
meq'  de  omni  tuo  statu  prteeipue  de  studiorium  ratione  plene  erudias.  Vale,  (piXriii)  K«paKi],  et  me  ama. 
Londini  viii.  Eid.  Decemb.  CIDIDCXIV. 

Non  abs  re  erit  si  matrem  doceas  quantum  D.  Graio  debeatur,  ut  illi  satisfiat.  Fac  etiam  ut  ad  fratrem 
qui  jam  hie  est  literas  des,  quod  complures  ob  causas  nolini  abs  te  omitti.  Ha:c  scripsi  apud  D.  Graium 
qui  te  amanter  salutat. 
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Part  I.  III. 

Chap.  I.  (f0].  194.) 

App.  II. 

Jacobus  Wedderburnus  Merico  Casaubono.     S.P.D. 

Nulla  mea  culpa  factum  est,  quod  tarn  raras  a  me  Uterus  jam  diu  acceperis.  Nihil  est  quod  libentius 
facio,  quoties  est  cui  opportune  literas  dem.  Eodem  te  animo  esse  velim  in  mutuo  hoc  officio  prjestando. 
Quid  agas,  quibus  studijs  iucumbas,  quis  sit  tuus  rerumque  tuarum  status  scire  discupio.  Fac  igitur,  lit 
quamprimum  anxietate  hac  et  sollicitudine  liberer  ;  et  de  rebus  (tuis)  omnibus,  pr<ecipue  de  studijs 
prolixe  me  Uteris  tuis  erudi.  Versetur  tibi  perpetuo  ob  oculos  exemplum  rov  /j.aKapnou  patris  tui.  Quoties- 
cumque  remissiorem  te  in  perferendis  laboribus  literarijs  seuties,  statim  recurrat  tibi  in  memoriam  diligentia 
ejus  stupenda  et  labor  indefessus.  Cogita  subinde  tecum  quibus  ille  sudoribus,  quantisque  (pa;ne  dixerim) 
acrumnis  ad  doctrinse  apicem  perueuerit.  Nihil  est  quod  efficacius  scio  ad  calcar  tibi  addendum  in  stadio 
hoc  decurrendo.  Repete  tecum  animo  grauissimas  ejus  admonitioDes,  exhortationes,  obtostationes,  quibus 
me  prtcsente  et  teste  sa;pe  erga  te  usus  est  primum  ad  pietatem  colendam,  deinde  ad  studia  literarum  serio 
capessenda.  Certe  ego  in  parte  felicitatis  mese  ponam,  si  (quod  spero  et  opto)  te  in  vero  Dej  timore  et 
literarum  doctrina  patris  tui  vestigia  sequi  intelligam.  Deus  opt.  max.  tibi  hane  mentem  indat,  et  ad  sui 
reuerentiam  veramque  virtutem  amplectendam  magis  te  in  dies  magisque  excitet.  Vale  <ptATaTi)  KecpaXij,  et 
me,  quod  facis,  ama.     Cantabrigian  Eidibas  Martij  CIDDCXV. 

Direct  your  letters  to  me  lodging  at  Mr.  Taylor,  a  harbour's  house  ouer  against  Trinitie  churehe. 

(Addressed  on  back) 
To  his  very  louing  friend  /Meric  '"'asaubon  * — >. 

in /Christes-Churche  at /Oxford  deliver  (seal) 

these.  V / 

(The  seal  is  torn  out.) 

IV. 

(Fol.  195.) 

Jacobus  AVedderburnus  Merico  Casaubono.     S.P.D. 

Magno  tui  teueor  desiderio,  Merice  charissime,  quod  cum  nequeas  praesentia,  ut  Uteris  expleas  te 
vehementer  etiam  atqueetiam  rogo.  Nihil  euim  tnihi  poterit  esse  jucundius,  quam  scire  te  parentis  tui  p.m. 
vestigijs  insistere.  Atque  vtinam  illius  Trairoin  iperi)  tibi  semper  versetur  ob  oculos,  ut  ad  earn  tanqua  ad 
exemplar  totam  vita;  tuas  rationem  instituas.  Quin  jampridem  te  certo  studiorum  generi  totum  penitusque 
tradideris  nullus  dubito.  Peto  a  te  obnixe  ut  Uteris  tuis  me  erudias  de  toto  rerum  tuarum  statu,  item 
quid  matri  sit,  quid  Paulo,  quid  reliqua;  familifc.  Ego  jam  iu  Scotia  vitam  ago,  in  quam  ante  biennium  ex 
Anglia  redij.  Qua;  vita?  mea;  sit  conditio  docebunt  te  qui  has  tibi  tradent  juuenes  quinque  Belga;  ob 
probitatem  et  doctrinam  mihi  charissimi,  quibus  si  qua  iu  re  tua  opera  opus  erit,  obsecro  te  ut  mea  caussa 
earn  illis  prrestes.  Illi  tuas  ad  me,  modo  accipiant,  recte  curabunt.  Postea  autem  cum  tibi  placuerit  me 
Uteris  tuis  compellare  (quod  ut  crebro  fiat  oro)  illas  trades  Johanni  Balcanquello  socio  collegij  Exoniensis 
ad  me  transmittendas.  Vale,  mi  3uauissime  Casatibone,  et  isto  nomine  hand  indignum  fac  te  prsestes. 
Iterum  Vale.  Andreapoli  postridie  Eidus  Maire,  CIDOCXVIII. 
(Addressed) 

To  my  very  louing  friend  /Meric  Casaubon  z'    N 

student /in  Christes  Churehe  /in  Oxford/  f»i»w! 

These     '  V_X 

(The  seal  is  in  red  wax  and  bears  the  letters  I.W.  between  some  ornamental  flourishes.) 

V. 

(Fol.  196.) 

Ja.  Wedderburnus  Merico  Casaubono  Is.  F.     S.P.D. 

Literas  tuas  postridie  Nou.  Novemb.  scriptas  accepi  propridie  Eidus  Decemb.  In  his  enim  sum  locis  quo 
propter  longinquitatem,  et  eorum,  quibus  hoc  negotium  datur,  negligentiam  tardissime  literal  perferuntur. 
Et  volebam  quidem  eo  ipso  tempore  responsum  ad  te  dare  :  sed  in  hunc  diem  differre  oportuit,  quo  primum 
post  illud  tempus  scribendi  ad  te  opportunitatem  nactus  sum.  Non  potui  non  tuarum  lectione  delectari, 
in  quibus  et  arnaui  amorem  tuum,  et  gratitudinem  gratam  habui.  Quod  autem  meam  in  te  beneuoleDtiam, 
et  de  te  rebusque  tuis  sollicitudinem  amplius  quam  res  ipsa  feriat,  verbis  ornasti  ;  nollem  a  te  factum  :  ut 
qui  mihi  conscius  sum  quam  paruum  pro  eo  quod  debebam  prsestiterim.  Quid  dico  prsestitisse  me  ?  iuio 
prcestare  conatus  sum  :  nihil  euim  quicquam  a  me  prrcstitum.  Ego  animum  in  me  tuum  perspectum 
habeo,  tu  in  te  meum.  Itaque  nunquam  posthac  (id  quod  etiam  aduersum  me  fieri  a  te  volo),  verborum 
blanditijs  animum  tuum  deliniam  ;  sed  rebus  potius  ipsis,  quantum  potero,  conabor  efficere,  ut  intelligas 
nee  mihi  esse  te  jucundius  quicquam  nee  charius.  Quod  res  tuas  diligenter  curas,  laudo  :  et  moneo  atque 
hortor,  ut  prsestantium  virorum  beneuolentiam  virtute  tua  et  doctrina  tibi  conciliatam  et  enllectam  eisdem 
artibus  retinere  studeas.  Si  minus  ex  voluntate  res  hoc  tempore  confecta  fuerit,  noli  per  deum  immortalem 
animum  despondere,  sed  sperato  meliora,  et  confide  ilium,  cujus  sunt  dona  a/j.eTafx4\7]Ta  quique  majora  ac 
meliora  tibi  elargitus  est,  de  minoribus  et  vilioribus  (70  ttjs  tux>)s  intelligo)  mature  tibi  prospecturum  : 
semperque  illud  cogita,  requirere  eum  in  dotibus  animi  acqnirendis  et  excolendis  studium  et  diligentiam 
nostram  ;  in  rebus  autem  alijs  siue  comparandis  siue  conseruandis,  non  tam  conatus  nostros,  quam  fideui 
in  sua  de  nobis  cura  ac  prouidentia  repositam.  Redige  tibi  in  memoriam,  quantam  hac  in  parte  summi 
illius  rerum  moderatoris  benignitatem  expertus  fuerit  0  fiaKapirris  pater  tuus,  cui  nihil  minus  cogitanti 
lautior  vita;  conditio  alia  post  aliam  quasi  gradatim  obtigit :  id  quod  non  semel  mihi  narrauit  diuinam  in  se 
comitatem  laudibus  extollens  sancteq'  dejerans  non  modo  spem  suam,  sed  voti  etiam  mensuram  superasse, 
qua;  vita;  prasidia  post  Geueuensem  professiouem  Monspelij  primum  deinde  Lutetia;,  et  in  Anglia  denique 
illi  obuenerant.  Quemadmodum  igitur  in  cseteris  qua;  laude  digua  ilium  imitari  studes,  quod  certissimam 
tibi  laudem  pariet  ;  ita  vehementer  opto,  ut  in  ijs  rebus  quibus  de  nunc  sermo  mihi  est,  illius  animu 
induas,  vestigijs  illius  insistas,   et  exitum,   qualem  ille  tandem  adeptus   est,  fidenter  expectes.      Quod 
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significas.  te  alio  me  inconsulto  non  migraturum  pergraturn  nrihi  fuit,  et  ut  memor  sis  promissionis  jam  Part  I. 
iterate  etiam  atq'  etiam  te  rogo  ae  obtestor.  Archiepiscopus  uoster  haut  vulgariter  erga  te  aft'ectus  est.  Chap.  I. 
Literas  ab  illo  aut  una  cum  istis  accepisti,  aut  paullo  putt  accipies.  Epistolas  tov  iv  ayiois  Trtn-pbs  aoo  qu33  App.  II. 
penes  me  eraut  hie  babes,  quarum  illas  remitti  ad  me  cupio,  qua;  ad  me  scripte  fuerunt.  Peto  a  te  ut 
)ibros  bosce,  prout  Be  oceasio  obtulerit,  mibi  coemas,  et  subiude  certiorem  facias,  quinam  libri  genium 
habentes  in  lucem  prodeant,  quod  non  parui  beneficij  loco  ducam.  Patricius  Junius  eorum  quos  emeris 
pretium  tibi  numerabit.  Ego  Dei  beneficio  viuo  et  valeo,  minimum  valetudinis  detrimentum  ex  itinere 
sensi  crumeme  alia  ratio.  Venerandam  matrem  tuam  una  cum  sororibus  et  leuiro  officiose  velim  meo 
nomine  salutes.  D.  Doctori  Lindsellio,  cui  iu  via  mibi  obuiam  facto  diligenter  te  coniendam,  pliirimam 
meis  verbis  salutem  dicito  :  item  Cbristopboro  Wrenno  amico  integerrimo,  et  utriq'  significa  propediem  me 
ad  illos  literas  daturum.  Nunc  enim  cauendum  mibi  erat,  ne  epistolarii  multitudine  fasciculum  nimis 
onerarem.  Volo  etiam,  ut  oblata  occasione  ivtrepeaTaTai  Episcopo  Wintoniensi  officium  meo  nomine  qua 
ufficiocissime  deferas.  Idem  dico  de  Dunelmensi  prasule  qui  suam  erga  me  beueuolentiam  prolixe  pro 
temporis  quo  unfl  faimus  angustijs  declarauit.  Vale,  eaq'  a  te  expectari  scito,  qua;  ab  Isaaei  Casauboni 
filio  doctrina  et  moribus  patrem  referente  expectanda  sunt,  lterum  Vale.  Andreapoli,  xv  Kal.  Jan. 
CIDOCXXII. 

(No  address  or  seal.) 

VI. 

(Fol.  197.) 

Jacobus  Wedderburnus  Merico  Casaubono.     Is.  F.     S.P.D. 

Primum  scito,  eo  gratiores,  mihi  fuisse  tuas  literas,  quo  longiores,  ut  qua;  rerum  tuarum  statum  plene 
mihi  expouerent,  quern  totum  scire  discupiebam.  Illas  duobus  post  mensibus  accepi,  quam  scriptfe  f ueraut : 
ut  intelligas  non  citius  tuas  ad  me,  quam  ad  te  mete,  perferri :  et  minus  mearfi  ad  te  fatum  doleas,  cum 
idem  ad  me  tuarii  esse  perspieis.  Quod  responsum  haetenus  distulerim,  non  mea,  sed  aliena  culpa  factum 
est.  Volui  -quippe  per  certu  hominem  ad  te  scribere,  qui  indies  discedens,  indies  moras  nectebat.  Ille 
frater  est  Caroli  Geddaji,  cujus  discessum  expectare  decreuera,  ut  tu  per  eundem  mihi  rescriberes. 
Gratulor  tibi  meliorem  valetudinem,  et  optimam  ex  animo  precor,  qua  ut  sis,  etiam  atq'  etiam  curato. 
Duo  sunt  in  tuia  Uteris,  qua?  non  sine  stupore  legi :  alterum  de  ratione  valetudinis  in  melius  mutata?  ; 
alterum  irepl  ttjs  tov  ,ut)t poiroAiTov  Xtjo'/xoo'vptjs.  Atque  utinam  non  minus  hujus,  quam  illius  causam  indagare 
queant  oIt&v  larpav  ira?5er.  Mihi  certe  non  alia  occurrit  quam  curarum  moles  animu  ejus  occupans,  quarum 
qua;  grauiores  sunt,  leniores  fortasse  pellunt  et  oblitei-ant.  Potuisses  duobus  cum  illo  testibus  egisse  ; 
quorum  alter  Episcopus  Candida1  CasBe,  alter  eques  auratus,  cujus  nomen  mihi  excidit,  ipse  perfamiliaris. 
fcSed  bene  est,  quod  aliam  viam  inueneris  conficieudi  quod  volebas  :  si  tamen  confectum  diceudum  est,  quod 
inchoatum  vixdum  affectum  est.  Tibi  ego  idem  suadeam,  quod  omnes  illic  amicos  suadere  scribis  ;  nempe  ut 
id  des  operam,  quo  Rex  tui  (vel  mihi  crede)  amantissimus  diplomate  tibi  eonfirmet,  quod  Uteris  benignissime 
concessit.  Quod  ubi  factum  erit,  licet  forsau  non  nisi  aliquot  post  annis  earn  dignitatem  sis  consecuturus  : 
tamen  spes  non  erit  inanis,  qua  interea  animum  ales.  Quid  tibi  iniprasentiarum  agendum  sit,  ad 
expuugenda  Vetera  nomina,  et  necessaria  vita;  prajsidia  comparanda,  facilius  est  tibi  qui  illic  es,  ex  amicoru 
cousilio  statuere,  quiim  mihi,  qui  hie  sum,  consilium  dare.  Quod  solum  hoc  tempore  facere  potui,  commendam 
te  quam  diligentissime,  non  tantum  Decano  Wintoniensi,  quod  tu  volebas,  veiiim  etiam  Episcopo 
Dunelmensi  ;  qui  ut  ad  se  subiude  scriberem,  cum  in  vi;t  dotnum  rediens  ei  forte  occurrissem,  perhumaniter 
me  hortatus  est.  Literas  ill i  unas,  et  alteras  D.  Lindsellio,  quando  opportunu  erit,  tute  trades  ;  quod  si 
Oxonij  nunc  es,  per  alium  tuto  mittes.  Ne  autem  consilio  prorsus  tibi  deesse  videar  ;  auctor  tibi  sim,  ut 
quod  efficere  conaris,  non  una  aggrediare  via.  Si  minus  hac.  at  altera  fortasse  succedet.  Archiepiscopus 
noster  plurimiim  te  amat :  qui  ubi  in  aulam  venerit  (quod  breui  fore  putat),  causam  tuam  (si  ita  tibi 
videbitur)  acturus  est  cum  apud  Regem,  turn  apud  alios,  qui  te  juvare  possunt.  Quod  editionem  cogitas  libri 
Porphyriani,  consilium  laudo,  et  in  eo  ut  pergas  te  hortor  atque  obsecro  :  ita  tamen  ut  primaui  tibi  valetudinis 
curam  esse  velim.  Vix  dio.i  potest,  quam  infeliciter  plerique  hodie  6eo\oyovcri,  earn  solam  ob  causam,  quod 
literas  istas  vel  negligunt  prorsus,  vel  rninus  ndeliter  didicerunt.  Quanto  tu  rectihs,  qui  prius  ancillarum 
fainiliaritatem  ambis,  quam  ipsi  te  Domiiue  totum  tradas  ?  Nequeo  satis  mirari  D.  Junium  vetuisse  te 
libros  mihi  conquirere  :  quam  ego  operam  hae  sola  causa  mihi  abs  te  dari  volebam  quod  Oxonij  scope  libri 
reperiautur  venales,  quos  non  facile  Londini  inuenias,  quodq'  illic  forsau  minoris  quam  hie  emere  liceat. 
Quare  peto  a  te,  ut  catalogi,  quem  proximo  mihi,  exemplar  tibi  describas,  et  de  libris  qui  eo  continental-, 
per  otium  inquiras  ;  quibus  nunc  addo  Bromyardi,  et  Raymundi  de  Sabunde  opera  ;  item  Scotum  in  Mag. 
sententiaru  editionis  nouissima; :  deinde,  ut  ex  ijs,  qui  siue  Londini,  siue  Oxonij  sunt  melioris  uotse 
Theologis  scisciteris,  quinam  in  Epistolas  vel  omnes  u'niuersim  vel  unam  aliquam  pluresue  separatim  itemque 
in  Acta  et  Apocal.,  ex  recentioribus  optimos  comentarios  ediderint.  Veterum  plerosq'  habeo  hicadmanum 
in  publica  Academise  Bibliotheca.  Tu  autem  vestiam  illam  instructissimam  histrando  potes  recentiorum 
probatissimoru  quorumq'  nomina  in  chartula  describere  et  ad  me  mittere.  Statai  quippe  post  absolutam 
Euangeliorum  enarrationem  recte  pergere  ad  reliquos  noui  testamenti  libros  explicandos  :  ad  quam  rem,  et 
optimam  et  copiosissimam  supellectilem  parare  cupio.  Et  quoniam  primo  Acta  Apost.  expouenda  ' 
suscepturus  sum,  eorum  potissimum  nomina  scire  aueo,  qui  librum  ilium  suis  lucubrationibus  illustrarunt  ; 
item  quo  volumine  editi  sint,  et  an  prostent  venales.  Nulla  alia  ratione  tibi  suadere  conor  ut  hoc  mea 
causa  prsestes,  quiim  significando,  rem  te  facturu  mihi  gratissimam.  Literas  D.  Jacksono  inscriptas,  si 
Oxonij  eris,  cum  life  tibi  reddentur,  ipse  ei  trades  :  sin  Londini,  tabellario  ad  eum  perferendas.  Ejus 
coiuentationem  in  partem  Epistote  ad  Rom.  siue  ille,  siue  tu  exscribi  cures  ;  volo  meis  sumptibus  id  fieri, 
quos  a  D.  Junio  accipies.  Vale,  mi  suauissime  Casaubone,  et  de  toto  reru  tuaru  statu  fac  quamprimum 
cognoscam. 

Andreapoli,  xi.  Kal :  Jul:  CIDIOCXXIII. 
Addressed  on  back — 

To  my  very  loving  friend  /  Mr.  Meric  Casaubon/ 
Master  of  Arts  and  /  Student  of  Ohristes-/ 
Church  in  Oxford. 

(Red  seal,  broken.) 
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VII. 

(Fol.  199.) 

Ja  :  Wedderburnus  Merico  Casaubono.     Is.  F.     S.P.D. 

Part  I.  Quas  proxime  misisti  literas  una  cum  Hbello  accepi  paullo  ante  Kal  :  April.     Paucis  post  diebus  scripai. 

Chap.  I.  ad  te  brenem  epistolam  quain  utrum  acceperis  scire  cupio.  Ilia  me  duo  proinisse  metnini :  quorum  alteram 
App.  II.  pra5stiti,  scripsi  siquidem  ad  Episcopum  Dunelm.  et  ad  D.  Lindsellium  et  utrique  quantas  potui  gratias 
egi.  Literas,  si  Londini  nunc  es,  tute  reddes  a  Patricio  Junio  acceplas  ;  alioqui,  ille  tradet.  Alteram  nunc 
prfestarem,  si  occurreret  mihi  aliquod  prolixioria  epiatola?  argumentum,  nihil  quippe  hie  rerum  nouarurn, 
quod  quidem  scitu  dignum  sit ;  et  res  nouas  Auster  potius,  quam  Aquilo  aduehit.  Quid  ergo  tibi  aliud 
scribam,  quam  (quod  jam  compertum  habeB),  adeo  te  mihi  ease  cordi,  ut  nihil  supra  ;  tuurn  in  vera 
virtute  profectum  ita  me  gaudeo  efferre,  ut  neminem  magis;  me  tantam  de  te  spem  fouere,  quantam 
cunctis  haru  rerii  sequis  soatimatoribua  pollicentur  tarn  insigues  laborum  tuoru  primitive.  Nequaquam 
enim  opus  esse  arbitror,  ut  ego  te  horter  ad  ea,  in  quibus  exemplo  mihi  pneire  te  non  solum  Isetor  sed  et 
glorior,  tantu  abest  ut  iuuideam.  Iluo  te  oro  atq:  obtestor,  aut  si  minus  hoc  efficax  est,  pro  meo  jure  postulo 
a  te,  utei  qui  olim  tibi  in  studiorum  tuoru  tyrocinijs,  si  non  adeo  utilera  fidelem  tame  operam  prseatitit, 
nunc  vicem  rependas,  et  ea  subinde  consilia  susgeras,  qua;  ad  couiunia  nostra  studia  promouenda,  optima 
esse  vel  jam  didicisti,  vel  in  posteru  disces.  Ego  hie  iv  t?;  (tkotlo.  dego,  ubi  quanta  eheu  viroru  doctorum 
penuria  :  tu  in  luce  versaris,  et  magna  suramoruui  ingenioru  frequentia.  Nihil  itaque  jure  expectes  a  me 
preeter  gratulatioues  et  obsecrationes,  quales  nunc  mitto  :  at  ego  nou  injuria  a  te  expecto,  qiue  mihi  magno 
usui  futura  sunt.  Age  igitur  mi  doctissirue  et  chariaaime  Caaaubone,  mihi  id  summis  precibua  flagitanti 
hoc  praasta  officiurn,  quo  nullum  majus  aut  gratius  pra'stare  potes.  Quid  agas,  quid  moliaria,  quam 
rationem  studioru  sacrorii  prajcipue  iniueris,  quos  libros  vel  olim  vel  receua  editos  ad  ilia  juuanda 
utilissimos  esse  judices,  quid  super  hac  re  consilij  det  tibi  vir  suuius  et  miles  veteranus  D.  Liudsellius,  quid 
alij  viri  magni,  non  minus  plene  et  prolixe  ad  me  scribito,  quam  coram  dicturus  esses,  si  esaemua  unii. 
Haec  sola  superest  ratio,  qua,  et  sumum  tui  desiderium  aliqua  ex  parte  expleri,  et  dolor  quern  ex  nostra, 
absentia  capio,  leniri,  et  damnum,  quod  indidem  non  leue  sentio,  sarciri  potest.  Quod  Deus  opt  max.  tibi 
irepl  tuiv  ^lwtucuiv  ita  prospexerit  ut  omni  deinceps  cura  ac  sollicitudine  liber  ease  queas,  iuiortales  illi  gratias 
ago  ;  et  ita  animatum  te  esse  cupio,  ut  hoc  quoddam  duntaxat  initium  esae  exiatimes,  quod  sua  incrementa, 
suos  progressus  tempore  opportuno  ait  habituru.  Iuterea  tu  quod  facia,  atreuue  et  conatanter  facito  :  verse 
virtuti  ac  bonis  Uteris  ita  incumbe,  ut  fructus  studiorum  tuorumadquam  plurimos  redundet.  Ita  fiet,  utdum 
magni  patris  premis  vestigia,  ejus  quoque  [ovv  8ea>  eipairidw)  fortuna  utare  :  qui  non  semel  mihi  confirmauit 
nunqua  se  amplas  opes  ambijsse  ;  quin  omnia  qua?  post  Geneuensem  professionem  'secutus  erat,  sibi  nihil 
minus  cogitanti  nedum  qmerenti  oblata  fuisae  :  et  probe  memiui  hoc  narrantem  istis  ipsis  verbis  usum 
fuisse  :  ego  tunc  valde  studebam.  Cupio  ex  te  scire  quo  sit  nunc  in  te  animo  Episcopus  Wiuton.  et  utrum 
ullam  unquam  mei  apud  te  mentione  fecerit,  postquu  illic  fui:  scripsi  semel  ad  eum,  ad  sacellanum  ejus  bis  ;. 
et  non  quidem  ilium,  sed  hunc  nihil  reapondisse  nequeo  satis  mirari.  Quod  ad  libros  attinet,  de  quibus 
ante  Bcripsi  ad  te,  consilium  non  una  ob  rations  mutaui,  neq'  illos  prius  conquiri  volo,  quam  nouum  cata- 
logum  mitta,  nisi  qui  jam  sint  coempti. 

Quos  imprfesentiaru  emi  velim,  hie  habes.     Quidam  sunt  ex  ijs  titulo  tenus  mihi  noti,  quos  idcirco  si 
cum  delectu   emas,   pergratum  mihi  feceria.     Ejus  rei  judiciu  totum   tibi  permitto,   qui  facile  dignosces 
quinam  mihi  usui  futuri  sint :    hujus  ordinis  quotquot  sunt  a  reliquis  hac   nota  -f-  discreui.     D.  Junius, 
opinor,  sine  mora  pretium  tibi  uumerabit.     Auctoru  nomina  quorum,  siue  commentarij  sine  annotationes 
in  historia  Euangelicam  aut  aliqua   ejus  partem,  a  doctis  laudantur,  oro  te  atq'   obaecro  ut  quamprimum 
mihi  indicea.     Habeo  jam  prreter  ones  veteres  e  recentioribus  aliquam  multos.     Sed  sunt    forsan  ex  horu 
numero  alij,   non  minus  ijs  qui  mihi  ad  manu  sunt,   lectu  digni,   quorum  nomina  nondu  hie  audita  aunt. 
Vale  et  responsum  noli  difi'erre.     Andreapoli,  postridie  Eidus  April.  CI  31  )CXXIV. 
Addressed  on  back  : — 
To  my  verie  loving  and  /  assured  good 
friend  Mr./  Meric  Casaubon,  Master/  of 
Arts  and  Student  /  of  Christ  Church 
in  /  Oxford. 
(Red  seal,  broken.) 

VIII. 

(Fol.  201.) 

Ja  :  "Wedderburnus    Merico    Casaubono.      Is.    F.    Presbytero.     S.  P.  D. 

Gratulor  tibi,  mi  suauisaime  Caaaubone,  rbv  TrpeaflvTepioi/  f$a.9[ibv  (qu3e  dignitaa,  quanta  sit,  quantoque 
olim  fuerit  in  houore,  et  ex  sacra  noui  foederis  paginil,  et  ex  vetuatis  Ecclesia?  scriptoribus  diacere  licet  :) 
simulque  prfficor  Deum  immortalem,  ut  te  omni  donorum  genere  ornet,  qua?  ad  tauti  muneris  functionem 
■  necessaria  sunt  et,utilia.  Quod  deD.  Lindsellio  scribis,  et  spe  tibi  facta  melioris  vitaj  conditionis  lastus  lubens 
legi,  et  nisi  responsum  ab  eo  expectarem  ad  eas  quas  proxime  misi,  literas  scripsissem  ei  gratitudinis  erga 
ilium  mese  testea.  Interim  salutato  eum  meo  nomine  quam  potes  omciose  et  amanter  ;  quern  ego  quidem 
multb  ante  ut  virum  plane  eximium  suspiciebam,  et  amantem  mei  amabam  ;  nunc  vero  ut  de  te,  id  eat,  de 
me  optime  meritum  quanto  possum  animi,  affectu  colo  et  obseruo.  Obsecro  etiam  te,  ut  reuerendissimo 
prsesuli  meis  verbis  omne  officium  et  obsequium  deferas,  et  ex  D.  Lindsellio  scisciteris,  qua  fronte  meas  ille 
literas  acceperit,  quidque  de  rebus  ijs  senserit,quas  adeum  perscripsi.  Quodtranscribicuraveris  to. (UeAer^uaTa 
I).  Jacksoni,  gratias  tibi  ago,  et  per  te  illi,  qui  eorum  tibi  copiam  fecit.  Volo  (ut  sequum  est)  meis 
sumptibus  id  prteatitum  esse  ;  qua  de  re  scripsi  ad  D.  Junium.  Rem  mihi  f ecisti  gratiaaima,  quod  catalogum 
misisti  tractatoru  in  Acta.  Nunc  obnixe  a  te  peto,  ut  eos  per  otium  mihi  coemas,  quorum  hie  nomina 
chartulre  inacripta  legis :  cieteros  habeo,  aut  coihodato  possum  accipere.  Licet  non  sit  quod  festines,  tamen 
expedit  nunc  incipere,  ut  si  fieri  potest,  omnes  intra  spatium  unius  anni  aut  circiter  conquirantur.  Scripsi 
super  ea  re  ad  D.  Junium,  qui  statim  (ni  fallor)  post  meas  lectas  partem  tibi  aliquam  pretij  numerabit. 
lterum  te  rogo,  ut  quanta  potes  diligentia  hoc  agas,  tibique  persuadeas  rem  facturum  te  mihi  utilissimam  et 
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gratissimara.     Quid  impostore  illo  factum  sit,   qui  tov  naKapirov  nomeu  mentiri,   ausns  est,    scire  aueo.  Fart  I. 
Adeon'  aliquem  esse  fungum,  ut  patris  tui  germanura  fatum  esse  credat  ?     Postremo  ego  te  per  tnutuum  Chap.  I. 
amorern  nostrum  obtestor,  ut  de  rebus  tuis  omnibus  (quas  nou  minus,  quam  mea;,  mihi  curse  sunt)  prolixe  App.  II. 
ad  me  scribas.     Crede  mibi  non  posse  meum  tui  desiderium  expleri,  nisi  et  quid  moliaris,  quibus  in  studijs 
verseris,  quo  in  statu  sint  res  tuas  familiares,  omnia  deinque  tua  plene  ut  plane  didioero.     Ubi  occasio  eiit 
reuerendiss.    Winton  Episcopum  innisendi,  fac  sis  ut  mei  mentionem  inijcias.    Scripsi  enim  ad  eum  prolixas 
literas,  necdum  scio  an  aeceperit.     Tu  ex  ipso  scire  poteris,  ego  ex  te.     Vale,  dilecte  mihi  olim  discipule, 
nunc  symmysta.  ko.1  kouuSv  &v  ehaxes  'S.napTav.     Audreapoli  ix  Kal.  Feb.  CIDIDCXXIV. 
To  my  worsbipfull  and  /  most  r^ 

louing    friend     Mr.   /    Meric  V.^ 

Casaubon,  /  Mr  of  Arts  and 

student  of  /  Christes-Church  /pi 

in  /  Oxford,  I  "  / 

Deliver  these  atDoctorTorrise 

house  at  the  east  end  of  the  / -\ 

French  Church.  \^J 

Three  curious  red  seals,  the  centre  one  bearing  two  helmeted  heads.     The  upper  and  lower  seals  are 

smaller  and  much  broken.      The  date  of  the  letter  1624  stands,  of  course,  for  1624-25. 

IX. 

(Fol.  203.) 
Jacobus  Wedderburnus  Merico  Casaubono.     Is.  F.     S.P.D. 

Nihil  est,  quod  magis  doleo,  aut  indignor  potius,  quam  literas  illas  tuas  perijsse,  si  tamen  perieruut 
Scripsi  ad  D.  Junium,  ut  diligenter  eas  quoorat,  vel  se  in  memoriam  redigat,  quid  illis  factum  sit.  Peto 
etiam  a  te  quam  possum  vehementissime,  ut  earum  exemplum,  quod  diligenter  quaesiuisse  te  scribis,  porro 
quasras,  et  si  inueueris  ad  me  mittas  :  sin,  ut  epistola  mea,  ad  quam  per  illas  responsum  fuit,  relecta,  nouas 
et  prioribns  illis  prorsus  geminas  (quantum  pote  fieri),  quamprimu  exares  ;  tales  saltern,  quibus  nou  minus 
expleatur  desiderium  meum.  Hoc  tibi  factu'  facile  esse  nullus  dubito  ;  quo  nullum  mihi  gratius  officium 
exhiberi  a  te  potest.  Age  itaq',  et  mihi  abseuti,  qnicum  praseote  multas  horas  insumere  non  grauaueris, 
banc  paucarum  horaru  operam  prasstare  ne  graueris.  Quod  si  feceris,  sciam  me  lion  minus  tibi  cordi  esse, 
qui  olim  ;  prout  tu.  non  dicam  non  minus,  sed  magis,  qua  unqua  antea,  meo  cordi  infixus  hasres,  idque 
trabali  clauo.  D.  Doctorem  Lindsellium  viuere,et  (quod  prasstabilius  est)  valere,  quanta  me  lastitia  extuleiit, 
haut  facile  eloquar.  Illi  ut  meo  nomine  gratuleris,  et  salutem  dicas,  te  etiam  atq'  etiam  rogo,  simulq' 
amanter  cum  eo  expostules,  quod  veteris  sui  amici,  si  nou  obliuiscitur,  certe  obliuisci  videatur :  ita 
pertinenter  silet  ad  omnes  meas.  Non  leuiter  me  recreauit  quod  de  itinere  vestro  tuoq'  ad  nos  excursu 
scriptum  legi.  Quid  enecturu  putas  euentum  ipsum  ?  prorsus  beabit  me.  Atq'  utinam  ille  tibiseadjungat 
comitem,  qui  te  sibi  ad  regionem  Scotias  conterminam  comitem  destinauit.  Quam  mihi  id  gratum  futurum 
sit,  vix  queo  dicere  ;  sed  res  ipsa  monstrabit,  6i  voti  fuero  damnatus.  Vale.  Andreapoli  xvi  Kal.  April. 
CI30CXXV,  quo  die  tuas  accepi. 

Commodissimum  tempus  itineris  instituendi  in  Scotia  erit  meuse  Julio  aut  circiter,  quando  maximus 
hie  est  sestus,  qui  tamen  vobis  fortasse  major  vestro  calore  vano  non  videbitur.  Sed  nolo  quidqua  pras- 
scribere,  tantum  veni,  vel  potins  venitote.     w&Kiv  fyfiuao. 

X. 

(Fol.  204.) 
Jacobus  Wedderburnus  Merico  Casaubono.     Is.F.     S.D. 

Iterum  te  conuenio,  ex  quo  tuas  ab  Heririco  Lesleeo  accepi  ;  quod  contigit,  ni  fallor,  exeunte  Augusto 
aut  Septembri  ineunte.  Ad  eas  responsum  dedi  serius  quidem  quam  volui,  sed  quam  potui  mature  ;  quod 
tute  veruni  esse  ignorare  non  potes,  si  temporis  illius.  calamitatem  et  comeantium  hinc  inde  paucitatem 
reputes.  Utrum  liters?  illre  ad  te  perlatss  sint,  nondum  mihi  constat.  Sperabam  te  Londini  futurum,  cum 
Archiepiscopus  noster  illic  esset,  et  per  seruos  ejus  literas  missurum.  Intellexi  demum,  ubi  ille  redijt,  te  eo 
tempore  ibi  non  fuisse  :  sed  literas  accepi  a  patricio  Junio,  quibus  significant  quid  Episcopus  Winton. 
tibi  praistitisset :  cui  nunc  eo  nomine  quam  potui  diligentissiuae  scripta  ad  eum  epistola  gratias  egi  : 
simulque  ad  D.  Liudsellium  et  Jo:  Cosinum  literas  dedi.  Ex  illis  rescire  potes,  quid  consilij  ceperim,  et  quae 
mihi  spes  ab  Episcopo  Dunelm.  facta  sit,  quaq'  ego  lege  praestari  velim  quod  ille  pollicitus  est.  Ubi  degas, 
aut  quae  vitas  tuas  conditio  nunc  sit,  prorsus  ignoro.  Id  siquidem  tantum  significatu  mihi  est  a  D.  Junio, 
collatum  esse  in  te  beneflcium :  ubi  autem  esses,  aut  quam  tibi  coniodum  illud  esset  quanto  sue  fructus 
haberet  ne  verbo  quidem  indicauit.  Impatienter  sane  fero,  quod  me  tamdiu  rerum  tuarum  iguarum  esse 
siuas  :  ut  interim  taceam  esse  et  alia,  quae  scire  me  velle  nosti  ;  de  quibus  nisi  a  te  erudiar,  non  est  quod 
ab  alio  expectem  :  nihil  autem  hie  esse,  quod  scribendi  argumentum  mihi  suppeditet,  praster  meum  ipsius 
rerumque  mearum  statum;  et  propterea  mihi  abs  te  crebriores  et  prolixiores  literas,  quam  tibi  a  me  jure  merito 
expectandas  esse.  Age  igitur  quod  factum  tibi  facillimum  est  mihiq'  gratissimum  fore  nosti,  queecuuq'  mihi 
cognitu  jucunda  fore  arbitraris.imprimisrerum  tuarum  statum  ex  tuis  Uteris  pleneet  mature  fac  ut  intelligam. 
Nostine  quid  scire  aueam  ?  tu  quid  agas,  quid  coruunes  nostri  amici,  praesertim  D.  Lindsellius  et  Jo :  Cosinus; 
quid  alij  viri  docti,  nominatur  Montaculius,  et  prasualueritne  ille,  an  pars  aduersa  ;  quiuam  libri  digni  lectu 
illic  aut  alibi  vel  recens  prodierint,  vel  nunc  prodeant  in  lucem  ;  alia  ad  Ecclesiam  et  rem  literariam 
spectantia,  etiam  ilia,  quae  tu  forsan  leuia  ducis.  Librorum  mentio  eos  mihi  in  memoriam  reuocat,  quos 
coempturum  te  recepisti;  id  quo  minus  per  otium  et  absque  tuo  incombdo  flat,  nullus  impedio  :  nolo  tamen 
prius  mittas,  qua  ego  mitti  petam  :  eo  enim  loco  res  meae  sunt,  tamque  nulla  est  remedij  spes,  ut  stet 
sententia  illuc  redire.  quodq'  superest  vitas  ibi  transigere  :  id  quod  proximis  tibi  Uteris  signiticaui  facturum 
me  sin  mature  remedium  malis  nostris  adhiberetur.  Vale,  mi  charissime  Casaubone,  et  sine  mora  rescribe. 
Andreapoli,  vi.  Eid.  Mar.  CIOIDCXXVI. 
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PART     I. 

Chapter  II. 

Walter  Wedderburn  in  Dundee,  and  his  descendants  in  Dundee  and  in  Fife. 

Parti.       His   son  David    Wedderburn  in    Wei  gait,  father  of  Alexander    Wedderburn  of  Pittormie, 
Chap.  n.  burgess  of  Cupar.      William  Wedderburn,   minister  at  Pittenioeem  and  in  Dundee. 

James    Wedderburn,  minister  of  Moonzie,  and  his  son  James,  also  minister  there. 

Alexander  Wedderburn,  minister  at  Forgan,  and  later  at  Kilmarnock,  co.  Ayr. 

Walter  Wedderburn  [1450?— 1520?].  As  in  the  case  of  James  "Wedderburn,  elder, 
so  in  that  of  Walter,  we  are  unable  to  fix  his  parentage.  He  was  no  doubt  related,  perhaps  as 
brother,  or  if  not  so,  certainly  in  some  near  degree  of  cousiuship,  to  James  and  his  contempo- 
raries, but  this  we  cannot  define.  His  son  David  cannot  have  been  born  later  than  1500,  so 
that  we  may  take  it  that  he  himself  was  born  not  later  than  1475,  and  if  the  William  Wedder- 
burn who  took  his  degree  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1477  (S.A.R.  1),  and  was  probably  born  therefore 
about  1460,  could  be  identified  with  the  son  of  Walter  (see  below),  we  should  have  to  place 
the  birth  of  Walter  as  early  as  1440.  He  is  first  named  on  16  Oct.  1523,  when  David 
Wedderburn,  "son  of  Walter,"  is  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee  (D.L.B.  5),1  and  again 
in  Oet.-Nov.  1524,  (D.P.B.  8,  10)  and  1531-32  (ib.  36,  46)  after  which  he  is  not  named 
till  many  years  later,  when,  1558-59,  his  son  David  is  called  "  son  and  heir  of  the  late 
Walter  "  (ib.  85  a,  89  a,  93,  97).  He  may  well,  however,  have  been  dead  some  time  before 
1523,  but  of  this  there  is  no  proof.  Nor  has  it  been  certainly  ascertained  when  or  whom 
he  married,  although  the  name  of  his  wife  is  believed  to  have  been  Janet  Nicholson- 
(D.B.R.  19  a),  and  he  certainly  was  the  father  of  two  or  three  sons  (of  whom  only  one 
had  issue),  and  was  thus  the  progenitor  of  a  branch  of  the  family  for  many  years  resident 
in  Fife.     The  priority  of  these  sons  is  not  known,  but  they  were  as  follows  : — 

1 .  David  Wedderburn.     See  post  p.  44. 

2.  William  Wedderburn,  designed  "dominus,"  monk  in  Arbroath.  He 
may  be  identical  with  the  William  Wedderburn,  "  dives,"  who  graduated  at 
S.  Andrew's  1 475-77  (S.A.R.  1 ),  but  this  is  doubtful,  as  in  that  case  he  cannot  have  been 
born  much  after  1460,  and  William  the  monk  was  living  in  1546.  See  Beg.  Episc. 
Glasg.,  where  the  admission  of  James  Betoun  as  a  monk  of  Aberbrothock  26  July  1 546 
is  signed  by  the  Superior  and  monks,  including  Will.  Wedderburn.3  He  is  but  once 
named  in  the  Dundee  records,  when.  6  Oct.  1524'.  Sir  William  Wedderburn,  monk  in 
Arbroath,  heir  to  the  late  Andrew  Wedderburn  in  certain  lands  in  Welgait,  resigns 
the  same  to  his  brother  german  David  Wedderburn  and  Elizabeth  Dog,  his  wife. 
(D.P.B.  8.)     William,  of  course,  d.  s.y. 

3.  Andrew  Wedderburn,  probably  a  brother  of  William  and  David,  the 
former  being  his  heir.  He  may,  however,  have  been  an  uncle,  He  is  first  named  in 
a  sasine  dated  7  Aug.  1515  (S.  W.  5),  when  some  North  Ratonraw  laud  in  Dundee  is 
mentioned  as  bounded  by  that  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Andrew  Wedderburn.  The  next 
reference  to  him  is  dated  4  May  1521,  when  the  lands  of  Andrew  Wedderburn  are 
again  named  as  a  boundary  (G.S.R.  16).  In  this  place  he  is  not  designed  "deceased," 
hut  this  does  not  prove  him  to  have  been  living.  He  is  twice  mentioned  as  deceased 
in  the  Dundee  Records,  viz.,  28  Sept.  1521,  when  land  in  the  Welgait,  once  his, 
is  referred  to,  and  6  Oct.  1524,  when  William  Wedderburn  is  mentioned  as  his 
heir  in  this  property  (D.P.B.  5,  8). 

1  In  this  entry  he  is  not  described  as  "  deceased,"  but  the  entries  in  the  Lockit  Buik  at  this  period  are 

neither  full  nor  contemporary,  and  do  not  become  so  till  1582. 
-  There  are  two  references,  31  March,  25   April   1522,  to  David  Wedderburn,   son   of  Janet  Nicholson, 

seemingly  still  alive  (D.B.R,  19  a),  and  that  the  David  referred  to  is  David  in  Welgait,  and  not  David 

in  Murraygait  is  rendered  fairly  certain  by  the  fact  that  one  Christian  Anderson  is  named  as  the 

relict  of  David  Wedderburn,  in  South  Murraygait,  in  1497  (D.C.  1). 
3  See  Reg.  Epis.  Glasg.  ii.  561.     I  was  not  aware  of  this  entry  when,  in  vol.  ii.,  I  identified  the  graduate 

of  S.  Andrew's  with  the  monk  of  Arbroath,  nor  had  I  considered  that  if  William  was  born  in  1460, 

an  improbable  difference  of  age  would  have  to  be  assumed  between  him  and  his  brother  David   who 

was  probably  not  born  till  1500,  and  was  certainly  alive  1559-60. 
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DESCENT     FROM     WALTER     WEDDERBURN     IN     WELGAIT     [1450—1703].    PartI. 


Walter  Wedderburn  in  the  WeIgait,=pJanet 
Dundee.     Died  c.  1520.  I  Nicholson  (?) 


Chap.  n. 


Elizabeth=David  Wedder-= 
Dog.  Liv-  burn.  Born 
ing  1524.     1500  ?  Burgess 

ofDundeel523. 

Died  1559-60. 


■Elizabeth  Strathau  - 
chin,  m.  2,  William 
Lochmalony.  Liv- 
ing 1577. 


(Sir)  William  Wedderburn, 
Monk  in  Arbroath.  Took 
his  degree  at  St.  Andrew's 
1475-77  (?)  Heirto Andrew 
1524.     Living  1546. 


1 

Andrew  Wedderburn. 
Died  before  Aug.  1515. 
(Possibly  a  brother,  if 
not  a  son,  of  Walter 
above  named.) 


Robert  Wedderburn. 
Born  c.  1551.  Dis- 
charged his  curators 
1572,  and  d.  s.p.  soon 
after,  his  brother  Al- 
exander being  named 
as  his  heir. 


Alexander  Wedderburn.  =j=Cristiane  Fairny, 
Born  c    1552.     Burgess  |  married  1570, and 
of   Duudee   1582.      Ac-  I  survived  her  hus. 
quired  the  lauds  of  Pit-  [  band, 
tormie,  co.  Fife,  and  d.  I 
Feb.  15  1627. 


I 

John  Wedder- 
burn, named  as 
heir  to  his  fa- 
ther 1627,  and 
is  believed  to 
have  married, 
and  left  issue. 
4> 


-U 


Rev.  William  Wedder-: 
burn,  Regent  of  Phil- 
osophy, St.  Andrew's, 
minister  at  Pitten- 
weem,  and  later  in 
Dundee.  Borne. 1573; 
died  1616. 


=Magdalen,  daughter  of 
Alexander  Wedderburn 
of  Kiugennie,  m.  1611. 
She  m.  2  (1625),  Sir 
George  Haliburton  of 
Fodderance. 


I 


Cristiau,  d.  1624,  m. 
l.Capt.Cunenghame. 
2.  David  Robertson. 

Beatrix,  d.  1667,  in. 
John  Lessells. 

Margaret,  d.  1675,  m. 
Rev.Andrew  Bennet. 


Rev.    James=j=[?] 
Wedderburn 
of    Moonzie. 
Borne.  1588; 
died  1661. 


Margaret= 
only  sur- 
viving 
child  and 
heir.  Liv- 
ing 1664. 


Robert 
Wedder- 
burn. Re- 
toured 
heir  to  his 
father 
1679. 

William. 

Born 

1671. 

John. 

Living 

1691. 


=1.  Dr.  An- 
drew Bruce. 
2.  Alexan- 
der Forres- 
terinlnner- 
peffer. 


Cris- 
tian. 


I 

Rev.  Alex- 
ander Wed- 
derburn of 
Forgan  and 
Kilmarnock 
Born  1621. 
Died   1678. 


:Helen, 
dau.    of 
Thomas 
Turn- 
bull  of 
Boghill, 
1654. 
Living 
1691. 


n 

Elizabeth, 
d.  unmar- 
ried 1675. 

Beatrix 

ni.1672, 

Patrick 

Crombie, 

and  d. 

1699. 


Rev.  An- 
drewYVed- 
derburn  of 
Lift'.  Born 
1625.  Died 
1694. 


Eliza- 
beth 
Daw. 
Liv- 
ing 
1697. 


"1 

Rev.=j=Jean 


James 
Wedder- 
burn   of 
Moonzie. 
Born 
1635. 
Died 
1687. 


Mary. 

Susanna. 

Janet. 

Margaret 

Jean,  b. 

1671 

(twin 

with 

William). 


Robert 
Wedder- 
burn. 
Died 
1697, 
unmar. 
His  mo- 
ther his 
executrix. 


Margaret. 
Born   1658, 
m.    James 
Halsone  of 
Anstruther 
Wester. 
Served  heir 
to  her  fa- 
ther 1703. 


— I — I 
Mary. 
Born 
1656. 

Eliza- 
beth. 
Born 
1660. 


I — 1 — i 

John  Wedder- 
burn.    Died 
young  1671. 

Alexander 
Wedderburn. 
Died  young 
1683. 

William  Wed- 
derburn. Died 
young  1687. 


David 
Wedder- 
burn. 
Living 
1699. 


Inglis. 
Living 
1699. 


i — i — I — i — r 
Isobel. 

Helen. 

Beatrix. 


All  these 
died  young 
and  unmar. 
1666-90. 
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Part  i.  David  Wedderburn  in  Welgait  [15002-1560],1  son  and  heir  of  Walter  Wedderburn. 

Chap.  II.  He  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee,  as  the  "son  of  Walter"  16  Oct.  1523  (D.L.B.  5). 
A  year  later,  as  we  have  just  seen,  6  Oct.  1524,  his  brother,  Sir  William,  settled  some 
AVest  Welgait  property  on  him  and  his  wife,  which  they,  however,  resigned  very  soon  after- 
wards, 24  Nov.  (D.P.B.  8,  10),  although  David  must  have  retained  other  Welgait  property, 
as  he  is  constantly  described  as  David  "  in  Welgait,"  or  "  son  of  Walter  "  to  distinguish  him 
from  David  in  Murraygait,  who  was  the  son  of  old  David  Wedderburn  there.  See  e.g., 
1  >.P.B.  36,  46,  where  he  is  so  designed  in  1531-32,  and  G.S.R.  25,  27,  where  he  is  named 
as  occupying  some  land  in  Dudop,  near  the  Butterburn  1531-34-37.  There  is  then,  owing 
partly  to  the  loss  of  the  Dundee  Records  of  the  time,  no  mention  of  him  for  many  years.2 
Later  on,  3,  16  Aug.  1551,  he  acts  as  procurator  to  William  Richardson  (D.B.R.  28  d)  ; 
20  Feb.  1553  he  is  arbiter  in  a  suit  (ib.  42) ;  and  on  2  Oc.t.  in  the  same  year  he  offers  to 
take  a  tack  of  the  Weigh-house  in  Dundee  but  is  outbid  by  Alesauder  Annand  (ib.  44). 
He  belonged  to  the  malsters'  guild,  as  3  Nov.  1553  his  name  heads  a  list  of  malsters 
in  the  Welgait  (ib.  47).  He  continues  to  be  named  a  few  years  more,  26  Oct.  1554, 
(D.B.R.  56  a) ;  5  Nov.  1555,  witness  (D.P.B.  65) ;  4  Feb.  1556,  when  he  resigns  an  annual 
rent  {ib.  84  6) ;  22  .lime  1556  (D.B.R.  67  b) ;  19  July  1557  when  David  Wedderburn  in 
Skirling's  Wynd  is  arbiter  for  Helen  Lawson  (D.B.R.  74),  and  9  Nov.,  in  that  year,  when 
the  petty  customs  are  set  to  him  for  a  year3  (D.B.R.  77  6)  a  tack  renewed  in  the  nest  year, 
(7  Nov.  1558),  when,  his  "  boid  being  considerit  to  be  the  niaist  aud  maist  profitable  for  the 
common  weill,  twa  pairt  of  the  customs  "  are  set  to  him  for  three  years  from  next  Martin- 
mas for  nine  score  merks  (D.B.R.  83)  ;  6  July  1558,  when  he  resigns  a  South  Welgait 
tenement  (D.P.B.  85  a)  and  also  acts  as  arbitrator  (D.B.R.  81  d) ;  7  Dec.  in. that  yeai-,  when 
there  is  a  decree  in  his  favour  {ib.  85) ;  and  4  Jan.  1558-59  when  David,  son  and  heir  of  the 
late  Walter  Wedderburn,  gets  sasine  of  a  vault  in  Tolbooth  Wynd  (D.P.B.  89  a).  A 
charter  to  him,  dated  15  April  1558,  is  also  referred  to  in  a  decree  of  the  nest  century 
( D.B.R.  479) ;  and  his  heirs  in  Skirling's  Wynd  are  mentioned  2  June  1582  ( D.P.B.  2 1 5  b). 
The  last  references  to  him  as  living  are  dated  6  April  and  12  Sept.  1559,  when  he  renounces 
an  annual  rent  out  of  Tolbooth  Wynd,  and  alienates  a  property  in  Skirling's  Wynd 
(D.P  B.  93,  97)  named  after  his  death  as  formerly  his  (D.P.B.  77).  He  is  first  named  as 
deceased,  27  Oct.  1560,  when  Robert  Wedderburn,  son  and  heir  of  the  late  David  Wedder- 
burn in  Welgait  is  entered  in  an  annual  rent  {ib.  105),  so  that  he  died  between  Sept.  1559 
and  October  1560.4 

He  was  twice  married  : — 

i.  To  Elizabeth  Dog,  who  is  only  named  6  Oct.  and  24  Nov.  1524  (D.P.B.  8,  10,  ut 
s!yj.),bywhom  he  had  no  issue,  as  his  heir  Robertwas  certainly  the  sonof  his  second  marriage.3 

ii.  To  Elizabeth  Strathauchin,  who  married  secondly  William  Lochmalony  and 
was  living  in  1577  (D.P.B.  189,  D.B.R.  364).  By  her  he  had  issue  two  sons  and  it  may 
be  some  daughters  : — ■ 

1.  Robert  Wedderburn15  [1551 — 1573],  eldest  son  and  heir  of  David  Wedderburn 
in  Welgait.  His  birth  date  is  fixed  by  the  fact  that  he  discharged  his  curators  10  April  1572 
(D.B.R.)7  He  is  first  mentioned  in  a  bond  2  July  1560,  when  he  is  called  "  son  of  David 
Wedderburn  in  Welgait"  (D.B.R.  93),  and  nest,  27  Oct.  1560,  when  he  is  entered  in  an 
annual-rent  as  son  and  heir  of  his  late  father  (D.P.B.  105).  He  is  also  named  as  his  father's 
heir,  11  Dec.  1562,  in  regard  to  the  Skirling's  Wynd  property,  his  curator  being  John  Wed- 
derburn ;  and  again,  31  Aug.  and  6  Sept.  1 570  (D.B.R.  123,  189  ;  D.P.B.  154).  His  affairs 
are  often  mentioned  in  vol.  xi.  of  the  Burgh.  Records  of  Dundee,  and  in  some  of  the  entries 

1  Synopsis  of  references.  D.L.B.  5;  D.P.B.  8,  10,  36,  46,  65,77,  84  6,  85a.  89  a,  93,97,105,  131,189,  215  i; 
D.B.R.  19  a,  28  d,  42,  44,  47,  56  a,  74,  77  b,  81  d,  83,  85,  364.  479  ;  G.S.R.  21,  25,  27 ;  R  P.S.  11.  See 
also  post  p.  56,  n.  2,  for  a  list  of  references  to  a  David  Wedderburn  not  designed,  of  which  some  may 
be  to  him. 

8  It  may  be  he  who  is  named  6  April  1543  (R.P.S.  11).     See  post  p,  57. 

3  See  also  in  orig.  D.B.R.  iv,  s.  4  Feb.  1558-59  when  he  is  again  appointed  "  fermirare  "  for  three  years,  his 

cautioner  being  William  Wedderburn,  for  whom  he  had  acted  as  arbitrator  on  9  July  1558  (D.B.R.  81  d). 

4  He  may  have  been  living  2  July  1560  (D.B.R.  93).     See  above  s.  the  account  of  his  son,  Robert. 

5  That  both  sons,  Robert  and  Alexander,  were  sons  of  the  second  marriage  is  shewn  by  the  fact  that  they 

are  called  brothers  german  (D.P.B.  ISO)  while  Alexander  is  expressly  mentioned  as  the  son  of  Elizabeth 
Strathauehia  (D.B.R.  219).  Moreover,  it  is  clear  that  6  Oct.  1524  David  Wedderburn  and 
Elizabeth  Dog  had  no  issue,  as  the  settlement  is  on  the  heirs  to  be  gotten  betwixt  them  (D.P.B.  8). 

6  Synopsis  of  references.   D.P.B.  105,  131, 154, 172, 174, 175, 179-80, 181;  D.B.R.  93, 123, 188, 189,205  b,  209, 

479  c. 

7  See  D.B.R.  xii.  s.d.  orig.  MS.     The  entry  is  inadvertently  omitted  from  vol.  ii. 
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he  is  called  "younger"  (D.B.R.  188-89).  He  is  also  referred  to  in  1571-73  as  brother  Part  I. 
german  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  younger  (D.P.B.  179-80),  who  soon  after  became  his  ctlap- n- 
heir.  Thus,  6  Jan.  1572,  Alexander  Wedderburn,  younger,  burgess,  resigns  a  tenement  to 
Robert  Wedderburn,  his  brother  german  (D.P.B.  180),  and  24  April  1573,  Alexander  Wed- 
derburn, younger,  brodir  and  appearand  air  of  umquhile  Robert  Wedderburn,  grants  a 
discharge  in  respect  of  Robert's  estate  (ib.  181),  so  that  Robert  would  seem  to  have  been 
then  dead.  He  certainly  died  before  7  May  in  that  year,  as  on  that  date  Alexander  Wed- 
derburn, younger,  is  entered  in  Skiriing's  Wynd  as  brother  and  heir  of  Robert  Wedderburn, 
sou  and  heir  of  the  late  David  Wedderburn  in  Welgait,  while  on  15  July  following  there 
was  a  formal  assize  for  his  retour  as  such  heir  (D.P.B.  172,  174,  175 ;  D.B.R.  209).  It  is 
thus  clear  that  he  died  without  issue,  apparently  in  1572-73,  but  the  date  is  not  certain.1 

2.  Alexander  Wedderburn2  of  Pittormie  [1552 — 1627],  only  surviving  son  and 
heir  of  David  Wedderburn  in  Welgait.  He  was  born  not  later  than  1552,  and  is  first  named 
25  Dec.  1562,  when  his  stepfather  acknowledges  the  receipt  on  his  behalf  of  his  "bairnis 
pairtof  geir  "  (D.B.R.  125).'  He  ultimately  became  heir  to  both  his  father  and  his  brother 
Robert,  though  the  date  of  his  brother's  death  is,  as  I  have  already  stated,  not  quite  clear 
(see  above). 

Later  on  he  continues  to  be  so  entered  in  Welgait,  2  Aug.  1575  (D.P.B.  174),  and  again 
in  an  annual  rent  5  May  1576  (ib.  172).  In  1577,  Sept.  2  and  10,  he  resigned  his  Welgait 
property  to  Alexander  Butchert  and  James  Black,  the  instruments  designing  him  "  son  and 
heir  of  the  late  David  Wedderburn  in  Welgait,"  and  being  made  with  consent  of  his  wife, 
Christian  Fairny,  and  his  mother  Elizabeth  Strathauchin,  then  married  to  William  Loch- 
malony  ( D.P.B.  1 89  ;  D.B.R.  364).  He  is  .often  designed  "  younger  "  in  distinction  from  his 
«lder  namesake,  also  a  merchant,  who  m.  Isobell  Anderson,  and  was  living  till  about  1585. 
Thus,  1 0  March,  1 1  Aug.,  25  Sept.  1578,3  when  certain  annual  rents  are  acquired  by  him,  he 
is  called  "  younger,  son  and  heir  of  the  late  David  in  Welgait "  (D.P.B.  207  a,  209).     He 

1  It  would  be  certain  but  for  a  reference  (D.P.B.  131)  recording  the  entry,  27  Sept.  1566,  of  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  younger,  in  a  Skiriing's  Wyud  tenement,  as  brother  and  heir  of  the  late  Robert 
Wedderburn,  son  and  heir  of  the  late  David  Wedderburn  in  Welgait.  So  again,  25  April  1571, 
Alexander  is  named  as  his  father's  heir  (D.B.R.  479  c).  These  entries  are  explicit,  but  the  dates  are 
quite  inexplicable,  as  Robert  is  clearly  named  on  more  than  one  occasion  as  living  in  1571-72,  e.g., 
6  April  1571,  when  Robert  Wedderburn,  son  and  heir  of  the  late  David  Wedderburn  in  Welgait,  is 
entered  heir  in  one  third  of  his  father's  Welgait  land  (D.P.B.  179)  and  15  Dec.  1572  when  Robert 
Wedderburn,  son  and  heir  of  umquhile  David  Wedderburn,  grants  a  discharge  for  an  annual-rent 
out  of  Skiriing's  Wynd  (D.B.R.  205  6). 

I  may  here  note  that  Mr.  A.  C.  Lamb  in  his  Dundee :  its  Quaint  and  Historic  Buildings  (1895), 
makes  several  altogether  erroneous  statements  as  to  this  branch  of  the  family.  After  stating 
(p.  xviia)  that  David  Wedderburn  in  Welgait  was  brother  to  the  first  of  the  Wedderburns,  town 
clerks,  and  proprietor,  through  his  father,  James  Wedderburn,  of  thirteen  acres  between  the  Welgait 
port  and  Dudhope,  he  states  that  he  had  a  son  Robert,  who  died  in  1566,  leaving  two  young  children, 
Alexander  (specially  entered  heir  to  his  father  27  Sept.  1566)  and  David.  This  is  altogether 
mistaken.  David  in  Welgait  was  not  brother  to  any  town  clerk  of  his  name  ;  nor  was  he  the  son  of 
James  (but  of  Walter)  W  edderburn  ;  his  son  Robert  never  married  ;  and  the  return  of  Alexander  is 
as  heir  to  his  brother  Robert,  and  not  of  his  father.  Mr.  Lamb's  statement  seems  to  be  founded  on  an 
entry  of  30  July  1566  (D.C.B.  5),  anent  the  repair  of  the  twfall  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  David 
Wedderburns'  land  in  Skiriing's  Wynd  in  respect  of  which  the  right  of  their  neighbour  Thomas 
Kynloch  are  reserved  until  "  the  coming  to  perfect  age  of  the  bairns  foresaid."  This  entry  certainly 
presents  difficulties,  as  iu  no  other  place  are  an  Alexander  and  a  David  named  as  brothers,  and  I 
can  onlv  suggest  that  the  name  of  David  is  an  error  for  Robert. 

-  Synopsis  o'f  references.  S.W.  102,  106;  Bl.  23  ;  D.W.  10  c,  Hi,  15  i  ;  D.L.B.  28,  39  ;  D.P.B.  67,  172, 
174,  175.  178,  180,  181,  189,  191,  194,  197  6,  203,  204,  207  a,  209,  219  a,  235,  256,  258,  267a,  269, 
281  ;  D.B.R.  125,  186,  209,  212,  219,  220,  244,  247,  271  c  d,  300  e,  332,  348.  364,  370,  479  c ;  D.C.B. 
10  a,  13  ;  D.R  S-  1,  4  a  ;  G.S.R.  53,  54,  55,  56,  57,  67,  68,  89  ;  R.P.S.  27  ;  R.D.  27,  36,  46,  57,  77  ; 
R.A.D.  21,  22  ;  S.A.T.  6  ;  Melville  and  Leven  Papers,  III,  138. 

3  Minor  mentions  of  him  will  be  found  1567,  May  5,  witness  (D.P.B.  67) ;  1568,  Aug.  31,  decree  re  some 
goods  for  him,  "younger"  (D.B.R.  167);  1570,  April  14,  19,  "younger,  merchant"  (D.B.R.186); 

1 574,  Dec.  21,  chosen  a  curator  to  John,  son  of  John  Wedderburn  and  Agnes  Hoppringill,  and  so  named 

1575,  July  4  (ib.  212,  220)  ;  1575,  April  9,  16  to  10  Aug.  1576,  "younger,  witness"  (D.P.B.  191)  ; 
1578,  June  24,  decree  for  him  (D.B.R.  247) ;  Dec.  17,  discharge  to  him  as  son  and  heir  of  umquhill 
David  Wedderburn  (D.B.R.  244);  1579,  March  4,  younger,  merchant,  burgess  of  Dundee,  joins  in  a 
protest  (D.P.B.  194)  ;  1580,  April  20,  witness,  (ib-  204);  1581,  Sept.  14,  witness  (D.P.B.  197  6)  ; 
1583,  Jan,  1,  gets  sasine  of  an  annual  rent  (ib.  219  a);  1584,  March  14,  witness  (D.B.R.  271c); 
1585,  May  20,  younger,  witness  (ib.  258);  1586,  Nov.  10,  cautioner  for  John  Wedderburn,  (R.A.D.  22)  ; 
1587,  Jan.  12,  Mr.  Stephen  Wilson  sues  David  Earl  of  Crawford,  Alexander  Wedderburn,  younger, 
and  others,  for  payment  of  a  pension  [ib.  21)  ;  1588,  Sept.  23,  Alexander  Wedderburn,  "  Mr.  Hospi- 
tull,"  is  one  of  those  elected  Counsellors  (D.C.B.  13)  ;  1594,  May  10,  burgess  of  Cupar,  witness  (G.S.R. 
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Parti.  was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee  21  Aug.  1582,  by  his  father's  privilege,  the  entry 
Chap.  il.  designing  him  "  merchant,  younger"  (D.L.B.  28),  and  he  was  at  one  time  a  bailie  of  the 
burgh  (D.L.B.  39  ;  I  ).P.B.  256,  267  a).  Alexander  VVedderburn  named  as  piermaster  early 
in  1588  (D.C.I!.  10  «)  must,  also,  I  think,  be  he,  as  Alexander  "VVedderburn,  elder,  the 
merchant,  died  before  March  1 5S7-88,  and  was,  in  any  case,  too  old  for  office.  He  seems  gradu- 
ally to  have  got  rid  of  most  of  his  Dundee  property,  as  9  Sept.  1 579  he  had  parted  with  his 
Skirling's  Wynd  tenement  to  Robert  Kynloch  (D.P.B.  20-'5);  and  again,  24  Jan.  1584,  he  and 
his  wife  resigned  a  North  Murraygait  tenement  to  Patrick  Lyoun  (ib.  235).  He  no  doubt 
moved  from  Dundee  into  Fife,  where  he  settled  at  Cupar,  though  in  what  year  I  have  not 
ascertained.  He  is  called  "burgess  of  Cupar,"  1  June,  12  Dec.  1593,  when  acting  as  a 
witness  (G.S.R.  53,  54,  56  ;  S.W.  102,  106),  and  thereafter  is  often  so  designed.  Thus  in 
the  "  Compt  Buik  "  of  David  "VVedderburn,  9  Sept.  1599,  "Alexander  "VVedderburn,  younger, 
in  Cuper,"  is  named  as  buying  some  lint  from  David  (D.W.  10  c) ;  and  27  June  1604,  he, 
designed  as  "  in  Couper  of  Fyff,"  gets  a  decree  for  some  North  Flukergait  house  maills 
(l).B.R.  348).  He  and  his  wife  got  a  charge  on  the  lands  of  Montquhany,  near  Cupar,  in 
1599  (G.S.R.  67),  and  some  years  later,  27-28  March  1610,  he  purchased  the  lands  of 
Pittormie,  from  which  he  is  henceforward  constantly  designed  (R.D.  57).  He  seems  to  have 
settled  the  fee  of  this  property  on  his  son  John,  who,  however,  soon  after,  31  Jan.  1615, 
resigned  it  to  his  father  (R.D.  77).'  Alexander  is  designed  "  of  Pittormie  "  in  the  marriage 
contract  of  his  son  William  on  1  June  1611  (Bl.  23)  ;  in  a  bond  dated  25  May  1614  (R.D.  46); 
and  finally  in  the  confirmation  of  his  own  will,  8  Aug.  1627  (S.A.T.  6).  The  confirmation 
gives  the  date  of  his  death  as  1 5  Feb.  1 627,  and  the  will  is  given  up  by  ChristianFairny,  his 
relict  and  executrix,  the  cautioner  being  their  son,  James  Wedderburn,  minister  of  Moonzie. 

By  his  wife  Christian  Pairny,  whom  he  married  about  11  July  1570  (D.P.B.  17S),2 
who  thus  survived  him,  but  the  date  of  whose  death  is  not  ascertained,  Alexander 
"Wedderburn  of  Pittormie  had  issue  three  sons  and  three  daughters  : — 

1.  John  Wedderburn3  [1571—1627],  probably  born  about  1571.  First 
named  1590,  Aug.  5,  when  he  acts  as  a  witness  (D.P.B.  282) ;  1592  June  12,  obtains 
a  decree  (D.B.R.  293  a);  1593  June  1,  witness  (S.W.  102,  106;  G.S.R.  53,  56); 
1595  June  9,  brings  an  action  v.  Rolland  Hamiltoun  (R.A.D.  33)  ;  Aug.  9,  obtains  a 
decree  (D.B.R.  301  e) ;  1596  Sept.  15,  bond  to  him,  merchant,  burgess  of  Dundee** 
(D.B.R.  311c);  1597  Aug.  10,  decree  for  him,  "  younger  "  (ib.  318  b) ;  1598  Oct.  9, 
a  bond  (1597)  by  him  for  £425  the  price  of  two  tuns  and  half  of  French  wine  from 
Bordeaux  is  registered  (ib.  326) ;  1599  July  30,  contract  between  David  Colvile  and 
.  him,  "  burgess  of  Dundee,4  now  indweller  in  Coupar  of  Fife  "  (ib.  330) ;  1600  May  10, 
grants  a  bond  (R.D.  11);  1615  Jan.  31,  resigns  the  fee  of  Pittormie  to  his  father 
(ib.  77),  May  18,  owns  wine  from  Bordeaux  (D.R.S.  13)  ;  1610  Feb.  6,  alleged  to  be 
a  necessary  witness  in  a  cause  (R.A.D.  65),  and  finally,  1627  July  18,  as  his  father's 
heir,  gets  sasine  of  Pittormie.  There  is  no  proof  of  his  having  married  or  left  issue, 
but  in  the   registers  of   the   parish  of   Ceres,  co.   Fife,   -which   I  chanced   to   have 

55,  57) ;  1595,  April  9,  decree  for  him  (D.B.R.  300e) ;  1599,  Dec.  14  ;  1605,  Jan.  12;  1607,  June  1  ; 
1613,  March  5,  bonds  to  him,  burgess  of  Cupar  (D.B.R.  332  ;  R.D.  24,  27,  36) :  1600,  May  26,  he 
gets  a  gift  of  the  escheat  goods  of  David  Jameson  of  Cupar  (R.P.S.  27) ;  1607,  his  lands  in  Dundee 
are  charged  (G.S.R.  68)  ;  1611,  July  19,  burgess  of  Cupar,  curator  to  William  Lochmalouy  (D.B.R. 
370)  ;  1618,  Dec.  24,  the  lands  in  Dundee  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  burgess  of  Cupar,  named 
(G.S.R.  89).  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Cupar  is  also  named  as  a  creditor  in  the  will  (24  July  1595) 
of  Dame  Margaret  Ker,  wife  of  Sir  Robert  Melville,  younger,  of  Burntisland  (Melville  and  Leven 
Papers  by  Sir  William  Fraser,  Edin.,  1890,  III,  138).  He,  perhaps,  is  the  Alexander  Wedderburn, 
younger,  who  (1604)  is  godfather  to  Isobell.  daughter  of  David  Wedderburn  and  Matild  Beaton 
(D  W.  14  i,  15  »'),  while  two  other  references  (D.R  S.  1,  4  a)  may  be  to  him  or  to  his  namesake,  Alex- 
ander Wedderburn,  elder  (post  p.  73,  n.  2),  viz.  :  1580,  Nov.  22,  purchaser  of  part  of  a  cargo  of  wine  ; 
1584,  Jan.  9,  Feb.  20,  owner  of  a  consignment  arriving  from  Bordeaux.  Yet  one  more  entry,  1586, 
Nov.  10,  when  Alexander  Wedderburn  is  cautioner  for  John  Wedderburn  is  probably  to  him  (R.A.D. 22). 

1  This  entry  speaks  of  him  as   having  been  infeft  in  it  by  his  father  in  1601,  but  this  must  be  an  error  as 

his  father  did  not  own  it  till  1610. 

2  This,  the  first  mention  of  them,  records  a  settlement  by  him  of  his  Welgait  laud  on  himself,  his  wife  and 

their  heirs;  and  probably  thev  were  just  married.  She  is  also  named  with  him  2-10  Sept.  1577 
(D.P.B.  189,  D.B.K.  364) ;  1578  (D.P.B.  209) ;  1584  (D.P.B.  235,  D.B.R.  271  d) ;  1587  (D.P.B.  269)  ; 
1590  (D.P.B.  281);  1607  (G.S.R.  67). 

'■'  Synopsis  of  references.  S.W.  102,  106;  D.P.B.  282;  D.B.R.  293  a,  301  e,  311<r,  318  6,  326,  330; 
D.R.S.  13  ;  G.S.R.  53,  56  ;  G.R.S.  3  ;  R.D.  11,  77;  R.A.D.  33,  65.  He  is  also,  perhaps,  the  John 
Wedderburn  now  in  Innerquiche,  who  is  granter  of  a  bond  12  March  1596  (D.B.R.  306 a). 

4  Although  so  designed,  the  Lockit  Buik  contains  no  record  of  his  admission  as  burgess. 
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searched  with  another  object  from  1620,  their  earliest  date,  down  to  1730,  I  find  Part  I. 
some  references  to  a  George,  Fergus,  and  Ann    Wedderburn   (1718-22),   who  may  Chap,  n 
have  been  descendants  of  this  John  Wedderburn.1 

2.  William  Wedderburn-  [1573—1616],  second  son  of  Alexander  of 
Pittormie.3  He  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1588,  and  graduated  there  in  1592 
(S.A.E.  11  J,  after  which  he  seems  to  have  remained  there  as  a  professor.  Thus  he  is 
named  among  the  masters  of  S.  Salvator's  College,  S.  Andrew's,  10  Feb.  1608  (R.A.D. 
49),  and  in  Aug. — Nov.  1609  he  was  "regent  of  philosophie  in  the  auld  college  of 
S.  Andrew's,  but  was  then  preparing  to  vacate  the  chair  and  be  plantit  minister  at 
the  Kirk  of  Pittenweem,"  co.  Fife  (R.P.C.  37-38).  There  must  have  been  some 
doubt  as  to  whether  his  chair  of  philosophy  became  vacant  by  his  call  to  Pittenweem 
(ib.),  or  whether  the  two  could  both  be  held  by  the  same  person,  as,  8  Feb.  1610,  he  had 
to  appear  personally  before  the  Lords  of  Council  and  Session  and  prove  his  appointment 
to  the  Kirk  of  Pittenweem  (R.A.D.  53).  Once  established  there  he  seems  to  have 
claimed  the  "great  house  and  chapter  chalmer  of  the  Abbey  Place"  as  his  manse, 
and  brought  a  writ  to  eject  therefrom  Frederick,  Lord  Stewart  of  Pittenweem,  and  his 
mother,  Elizabeth  Hepburn,  Lady  Pitfirrane,  but  with  what  result  does  not  appear. 
The  suit  was  pending  in  July  1611  (ib.  54).  He  was  ordained  25  April  1609,  and 
was  minister  at  Pittenweem  1610-11,  when  he  was  translated  to  the  third  charge  in 
Dundee,  being  represented  to  the  King  as  "  of  peaceable  inclinations,"  as  he  had,  firstly, 
become  bound  to  "  obey  all  the  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1610  ;  next  that  he 
sail  not  meddle  in  doctrine  or  conference  with  the  controverted  heads  of  discipline, 
and  thirdly  that  he  sail  conform  himself  unto  quhatsumever  order  of  church 
government  the  King  in  Kirk  sail  set  down  "  (Fasti  Eccl.  Scot).*-  He  was  at  once 
admitted  a  burgess  of  the  burgh,  by  the  privilege  of  (his  father)  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  "  once  a  bailie  "  (olim  ballivi)  9  July  1611  (D.L.B.  39),  and  soon  after, 
2  Feb.  1613,  obtained,  in  view  of  his  "being  now  burdened  with  the  charge  of  his 
wife,  bairn  and  family,"  an  increase  of  his  stipend  to  800  merks,  so  as  to  make  it  equal 
to  that  of  the  other  ministers  of  the  burgh  (D.C.B.  36).  He  is  occasionally  named  in  the 
Dundee  Eecords  and  elsewhere,  1611-15,  e.g.,  20  Dec.  1611,  when  Mr.  William 
Wedderburn,  minister  of  Dundee,  is  a  witness  (D.P.B.  379  b)  ;  19  Feb.  1613,  asimilar 
reference  (D.B.R.  381  c) ;  and  6  June  1615,  when  he,  as  oneof  the  ministers,  is  party  to 
a  contract  between  one  George  Stirling  and  the  town  (D.C.  48).  He  is  also  named 
17  Aug.  1612  as  a  witness  to  the  marriage  contract  of  a  daughter  of  Kingennie  (Bl.  24), 
and  as  present,  17  Sept.  1612,  when  Eufame  Coustoun,  wife  of  Robert  Wedderburn, 
merchant,  gave  up  her  will  (Br.T.  3).  There  is  record,  too,  of  a  decree  against  him, 
Feb.  1614,  in  an  action  brought  by  one  William  Sandilands  of  S.  Monans,  for  the 

1  These  references  are  as  follows  :—  (a.)  "  1718,  July  5,  Doctor  George  Wedderburn  in  Cameron  (died) ;  " 
(b.)  "  17 19,  Dec.  6,  Fergus  Wed  burn  (sic)  in  Deuhead,  Cameron  (died)  ; "  (c.)  1722,  "  William  Douglas 
and  Ann  Wedderburn,  his  spouse,  living  in  Ceres  had  a  child  baptised  named  Alexander."  Of  these, 
Dr.  George  Wedderburn  is  once  named  in  the  Dundee  Records  as  the  granter  of  a  bond  in  1665. 
See  D.D.  21,  where  I  have  added  a  note,  written  before  I  had  searched  the  Ceres  Registers.  Ceres 
lies  two-and-a-half  miles  S.E.  of  Cupar,  Cameron  about  five  miles  W.  of  Ceres,  and  Deuhead  about 
two  miles  N.W.  of  Cameron. 

-  Synopsis  of  references.  S.W.  180,  187,  191,  215,  216,  296  ;  Bl.  23,  24;  S.A.R.  11  ;  D.C.  48,  73; 
D.L.B.  39;  D.P.B.  379  6;  D.B.R.  381c;  D.C.B.  36;  R.P.C.  37-38;  R.D.  63,83  6;  R.A.D.  49,  53, 
54,  63  ;  Br.T.  3.     Fast.  Eccl.  Scot. 

J  J.W.,  in  both  his  printed  memoir  and  his  MS.,  goes  altogether  astray  as  regards  this  William.  He 
identifies  him  with  the  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  the  old  clerk,  and  Janet  My  In,  and  makes 
him  father  to  William  Wedderburn,  minister  of  Bethelnay,  co.  Aberdeen.  The  fact  is  that  J.  W. 
imagined  the  old  clerk  to  have  been  "  of  Pittormie  "  and  did  not  know  that  his  son  William  died 
in  1604,  while  the  minister  at  Bethelnay,  whom  he  tacks  on  to  this  William,  with  no  other 
evidence  than  the  similarity  of  his  name  and  the  convenient  possibility  of  dates,  was  a  son  of 
William  Wedderburn  of  Aberdeen  (and  Margaret  Annand)  and  brother  of  David  Wedderburn,  the 
grammarian.  Lastly,  J.W.  makes  William's  wife  Magdalen,  only  daughter  to  Robert  the  notary, 
although  he  refers  to  the  marriage  contract  of  1611  and  to  the  discharge  of  1613  (see  post  p.  48, 
note  3),  both  of  which  make  her  parentage  quite  clear. 

4  See  vols,  ii,  455  ;  iii,  694,  and  authorities  there  cited,  viz.,  Pittenweem  Papers  ;  Book  of  the  Kirk  ; 
S.  Andrew's  Syn.  Reg.  ;  Wodrow's  Biog. ;  Original  Letters  relating  to  ecclesiastical  affairs  (Bann. 
Club.  Edin.,  1851).  From  the  last  named  authority,  we  may  cite  vol.  i,  p.  244,  "  1610,  April  10. — The 
members  of  the  Court  of  High  Commission  in  the  province  of  S,  Andrew's  write  to  the  King  who 
replies  that '  Thair  is  ane  supplication  given  to  us  be  the  Burgh  of  Dundie  for  appoynting  one  Mr. 
William  Wedderburn  to  be  thair  pastour  to  the  quhilk  we  have  condescendit  for  the  man  his  special 
gude  graces,  &c.'  "  He  is  named  in  the  same  volume  22  Aug.  1610  and  2  March  1611,  when  the  Arch- 
bishop of  S.  Andrew's  and  Bishop  of  Brechin  write  commending  him  to  the  King  [ib.  pp.  255-56, 263). 
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Parti-  return  of  certain  books  which  Wedderburn  had  borrowed  of  Sandilands  9  Oct.  1611, 

Chap.  ii.  alic}  promised  to  return  before  2  Feb.  1612.     A  list  of  the  books  is  given  in  the 

decree,  and  includes  a  Virgil,  Tibullus,  Catullus,  Propertius,  a  Hebrew  Bible,  and  a 
good  many  theological  books  (R.A.D.  63).  The  last  references  to  him  as  living 
occur  in  regard  to  a  bond  in  his  favour  15  Nov.  1615  (R.D.  63),  and  an  occasion, 
2  Dec.  in  that  year,  when  he  acted  as  a  witness  (S.W.  187).  He  died  in  1616,  being 
mentioned  as  deceased  21  Dec.  in  that  year  (S.W.  191).1 

He  married,   soon  after  1  June  1611    (Bl.   23),   Magdalene  Wedderburn, 

daughter  to  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie  (see  post  pt.  ii,  chap,  iii),  whom  he 
discharged  of  his  wife's  tocher,  3000  merks,  in  May  1613  (S.W.  180).2  By  her,  who 
survived  him  and  married  secondly,  5  March  1625  (S.W.  216),  Mr.  George  Halyburton 
of  Fodderance  (afterwards  a  lord  of  session  under  the  title  of  Lord  Fodderance),3 
he  had  issue  two  daughters,  Margaret  and  Christian.     Of  these 

1.  Margaret  Wedderburn  [1612 — 1664?].  She  is  first  named  in  the 
contract  of  her  mother's  second  marriage,  5  March  1625  (S.W.  216),  whereby 
her  stepfather,  Mr.  George  Halyburton,  is  bound  to  pay  her  and  her  sister, 
Christian,  2,600  merks.  The  next  reference  to  her  is  many  years  later,  31  Dec. 
1646,  when  "Margaret  Wedderburn,  onlie  bairn  now  on  life  and  heir  of 
umquhile  Mr.  William  Wedderburn,  sumtyme  minister  of  Dundie,  and  Doctor 
Andrew  Bruce,  principal  of  S.  Leonard's  College,  S.  Andrew's,  her  spouse,'''  grant 
a  bond  of  relief  to  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie  in  regard  to  the  affairs 
of  her  parents  (S.W.  296).  By  this  husband  she  had  issue,  besides  a  daughter, 
Margaret  (D.B.R.  466),  two  sons,  David  and  Andrew  Bruce,4  who  are  mentioned 
25  Oct.  1647,  when  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie  and  Mr.  James  Wed- 
derburn of  Moonzie  are  named  as  mother's  kin  in  an  act  of  curatory  to  them 
(D.B.R.  449).°  Their  father  thus  died  between  1  Jan.  and  25  Oct.  1647,  and 
their  mother  married,  secondly,  Alexander  Forrester  in  InnerpefFer,  as  spouse  to 
whom  she  is  named,  with  her  son  Dr.  David  Bruce,  31  Dec.  1660  and,  with 
him  and  his  brother  Andrew  Bruce,  1  June  1664  (F.S.  33,  44).  The  date  of 
neither  of  her  marriages  has  been  ascertained,  but  as  her  sons  got  curators  in 
1647  they  were  then  between  fourteen  and  twenty-one  years  old,  so  that  her  first 
marriage  was  probably  about  1630.      The  date  of  her  death  also  is  not  known 

2.  Christian  Wedderburn.  She  is  named  after  her  sister  in  the 
marriage  contract  of  1625  (S.W.  216),  and  was,  therefore,  presumably  the  younger. 
She  died  before  31  Dec.  1646  when  Margaret  is  called  "  onlie  bairn  now  on  life," 
and  was  probably  young  or  unmarried  as  there  is  no  other  mention  of  her. 

3.     James  Wedderburn,  third  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Pittormie 
and  Christian  Fairny.     See  p.  49. 

1  He  seems  to  have  got  some  provision  in  his  favour  from  the  town  shortly  before  his  death,  as  there  is 
an  old  inventory  in  the  Dundee  charter  room,  one  of  the  items  of  which  is  "  Extract  of  Mr.  William 
Wedderburn's  Act  of  Council,  1616."  I  do  not  find  the  Act  itself  in  the  Council  Books  of  the  burgh. 
Perhaps  the  dale  is  wrongly  given  and  the  Act  was  of  1613,  when  "  pursuant  to  their  contract,"  also 
not  extant,  his  salary  was  increased  by  the  town  (D.C.B.  36  ut  svp.). 

*  See  facsimiles  of  her  and  her  hushand's  signatures,  vol.  ii,  opp.  p.  24, 

3  See  below,    Part  II,  Chap,  iii,   s.    the  account  of  her,  among  the  other  children  of  Kingennie.     Her 

marriage  contract  with  William,  dated  1  June  1611,  is  among  the  Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  23)  and  either 
a  duplicate  of  it  or  this  very  copy  was  formerly  in  the  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn  charter  chest,  as 
J.  W.  refers  to  it  as  in  that  repository,  together  with  the  discharge  (S.W.  180),  May  1613,  by  her  and 
her  husband  to  her  father  on  the  payment  of  her  tocher  of  3,000  merks,  the  signatures  to  which  are 
facsimiled  in  this  book,  vol.  ii,  opp.  p.  24.  She  is  named  as  his  relict  in  1620  (R.D.  83  b),  1621 
(D.C.  73),  and  1625  (S.W.  215,  216).     She  died  before  31  Dec.  1646  {ib.  296). 

4  Both  sons  were  incorporated  at  Oxford  27  March  and  20  June  1660.     See  Wood's  Fasti  Oxon.,  ed.  Bliss, 

1815,  pt.  ii,  p.  225,  where  it  is  stated  that  their  father  was  tenth  son  of  the  laird  of  Fingask.  David 
Bruce  was  a  physician  of  eminence  and  was  living  in  1690.  Wood  says  he  "  attended  the  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  York  with  his  great  uncle  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  but  afterwards  retired." 
There  is  a  good  account  of  him  in  the  Nat.  Vict.  Biog.  He  was,  of  course,  a  great  nephew  of  Sir  John, 
who  was  brother  to  Magdalen  Wedderburn,  David's  grandmother.  Wood's  statement  of  the  relation- 
ship was,  however,  the  cause  of  much  confusion  to  J.W.,  who,  having  gone  astray  as  to  the  parentage  of 
both  Margaret  Wedderburn's  parents,  was  driven  to  connect  these  Bruces  with  Dr.  Peter  Bruce  who 
had  married  in  1612  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  daughter  of  Kingennie,  and  sister  to  Margaret  Wedder- 
burn's mother. 

5  Mr.  James  Wedderburn  of  Moonzie  and  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness  are  the  curators  chosen,  (ib.) 


JAMES,     ELDER,     OF     MOONZIE.  49 

Of  the  three  daughters  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Pittormie  and  Christian  Fairny  Part  I. 
we  know  very  little  ;  the  order  of  their  birth  is  quite  uncertain,  and  their  parentage  is  ChaP  n- 
only  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  they  were  of  Cupar,  and  of  a  time  which  is  consistent 
with  their  being  daughters  to  Pittormie.     They  were 

1.  Cristean  Wedderburn  [1590  ?— 1625].  There  is  in  David  Wedderbum's 
Compt  Buik  a  single  mention,  2  April  1611,  of  Cristean  Wedderburn.  spouse  to  C. 
[Captain]  Cunenghane,  who  must,  I  think,  be  this  person  (D.W.  16  d).  There  is  also 
among  the  S.  Andrew's  Testaments  the  confirmation,  4  Feb.  1625,  of  the  will  of  the 
late  Cristean  Wedderburn,  spouse  to  David  Bobertsone,  younger,  merchant,  burgess  of 
Cupar,  who  died  Oct.  1624,  given  up  by  the  said  David  on  behalf  of  David,  Alexander, 
Margaret,  and  Cristean  Eobertsone,  her  children.  Mr.  James  Wedderburn,  minister 
at  Moonzie,  is  named  as  a  creditor  of  the  deceased  (S.A.T.  5).  If,  as  is  probable,  this 
also  refers  to  her,  her  first  husband  must  have  died  and  she  have  remarried  between 
1611  and  1620. 

2.  Beatrix  "Wedderburn  [1591? — 1667]  m.  John  Lessells,  and  died  Aug. 
1667.  She  is  named  but  once,  viz.,  in  the  register  of  her  burial,  "25  Aug.  1667, 
Beatrix  Wedderburn,  relict  of  John  Lessells,  was  buried"  (Reg.  Cupar  Burials). 

3.  Margaret  "Wedderburn  [1597 — 1675]  m.  Andro  Bennet.  She  is  named 
in  a  grant,  confirmed  under  the  Great  Seal  2  Sept.  1644,  of  the  lands  of  Burghlie, 
Leucliars,  co.  Fife,  and  made  to  Mr.  Robert  Meldrum.  on  resignation  by  (among  others) 
her  and  her  husband  (Great  Seal  Beg.,  vol.  1634-51,  §  1560). l  The  only  other 
reference  to  her  is  the  following  : — "  1675  June  15,  Margaret  AVedderburn,  relict  of 
the  deceast  Mr.  Andro  Rennet,  minister  of  Creich,  was  buried  ;  who  died  on  the 
13th  instant  about  8  o'clock  at  night  and  about  78  yeires  of  aidg"  (Beg.  Cupar  Burials). 

I  now  return  to 

3.  James  "Wedderburn2  [1588? — 1661],  minister  of  Moonzie,  third  but  ultimately 
onlv  surviving  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Pittormie.  He  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's 
1604-5,  and  graduated  there  in  1608  (S.A.R.  17-19).  He  is  next  named  as  witness  to  a 
charter  granted  at  Sandfurd  17  June  1612,  a  slight  but  valuable  entry  because  it  names 
bim  as  "  Mr.  James  Wedderburn,  son  to  Alexander  Wedderburn  in  Cupar,"  and  so  places  his 
parentage  beyond  dispute  (G.S.R.  79).  He  is  but  twice  mentioned  in  the  Dundee  records, 
viz.,  19  Sept.  1616,  as  witness  to  asasinegiven  to  John,  son  of  George  Lindsay  and  Grissell 
Wedderburn  (D.P.B.  392),  and  25  Oct.  1647,  when  he  is  chosen  curator  to  the  sons  of  his 
sister  Magdalen  (D.B.R.  449).  Elsewhere  his  name  occurs  now  and  again,  e.g.,  4  Feb.  1625, 
as  a  creditor  of  the  late  Cristean  Wedderburn  (S.A.T.  5)  ;  as  cautioner  on  the  confirmation 
of  his  father's  will  (ib.  6) ;  2  July  1639,  as  the  grantee  of  a  bond  (R.D.  1  26) ;  1655,  in  the 
marriage  contract  of  his  son  Andrew  (ib.  153),  and  1  Jan.  1657  as  bringing  an  action  in 
regard  to  his  stipend  (R.A.D.  71).  The  following  note  of  his  career  is  probably  accurate  :3 
"James  Wedderburn,  A.M.,  attained  his  degree  at  the  University  of  S.  Andrew's 
22  July  1608;  admitted  before  4  Oct.  1625;  was  a  member  of  the  Commission  of 
Assembly  1645  ;4  joined  the  protesting  party  in  1651  ;5  and  died  in  May  1661  aged  about 
73. 6  He  had  two  sons  in  the  ministry,  Mr.  Alexander  of  Forgan  and  Mr.  James,  his 
colleague"  (Fast.  Eccl.  Scot.  ii.  505). 

By  his  wife (her  name  has  not  been  ascertained)  he  had  issue  three  sons, 

all  of  whom  entered  the  ministry,  and  two  daughters  : — 

1.  Alexander  "Wedderburn,  of  Forgan.     See  post,  pp.  52-54. 

1  This  volume  has  appeared  while  these  sheets  are  passing  through  the  press. 

2  Synopsis  of  references.     S.A.R.  17-19;  D.P.B,  392  ;  D.B.R.  449  ;  G.S.R.  79  ;  R.D.  126,  153  ;  R.A.D.  71  ; 

S.A.T.  5,  6. 

3  The  compiler  of  the  Fasti  was  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  Andrew  Wedderburn  of  Liff  was  also  a  son  of 

James  Wedderburn.  The  authorities  cited  are  Act.  Rect.  Univ.  S.  And.  ;  Kirkcaldy  Presb.  ; 
S.And.Syn. ;  Test.  Reg.  (S.And.) ;  Lamont's  Diary;  Reg.  Old  Dec.ii;  Acts  of  Ass.  ;  NewStat.Acc.ix,&c. 

4  See  also  Eccl.  Records,  S.  Andrew's  and  Cupar  Presbyteries  (Abbotsford  Club,  Edin.,  1S37).     1647,  May  13, 

Mr.  James  Wedderburn,  moderator  of  the  assembly  at  Newburgh  (p.  112). 

5  See  Lamont's  Diary  of  Fife.  1649-71  (Edin.  1810)  p.  24.     1650,  Nov.   "There  was  a  meeting  both  of 

state  and  church  at  S.  Johnstone,  (when)  sundrie  ministers  of  the  west  countrie  protested  against  the 
declaratione  of  the  church,  and  four  in  Fife  adhered  to  their  protestatione,  one  in  every  presbetrie. 
Mr.  James  Wedderburne  in  Cuper  presbetrie." 

6  See  again  Lamont's  Fife  (p.  136),  1661,  May.  "Mr.  James  Wedderburn,  minister  of  Moonsie,  in  the 

presbetry  of  Cuper,  depairted  out  of  this  life  at  bis  owne  house  there  and  was  interred  May  — ,  at 
the  said  church.     His  youngest  Sonne  did  succeed  to  his  chairge." 

H 


50  THE     WEDDERBURN     BOOK. 


Part  i.  2.  Andrew  Wedderburn,  of  Liff.     See  below. 

ap'     "      3.  James  Wedderburn,  of  Moonzie.     See  post,  p.  51, 
and 

1.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  died  unm.  Nov.  1675.     Named  only  in  the  register  of  her 

burial,  "23  Nov.  1675,  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  lawful  daughter  to  the  deceast  Mr. 
James  Wedderburn,  elder,  late  minister  at  Munsie,  was  buried"  (Reg.  Cupar  Burials). 

2.  Beatrix  Wedderburn.     She  is,  no   doubt,   a  daughter  of   James  Wedderburn, 

though  she  is  nowhere  so  called.  She  married,  18  July  1672,  Patrick  Crombie  or 
Crambie,  merchant  in  Cupar  {Reg.  Cupar),  and  had  issue  a  son,  John  Crombie, 
baptized  at  Cupar  on  2n  April  1673  (ib).  She  was  living  a  widow  in  Cupar  in  1 688 
(S.  W.  485-86)  and  died  in  1699,  when  her  will  was  confirmed  (1  Aug.)  at  S.  Andrew's, 
being  given  up  by  the  curator  of  her  only  son,  Patrick  Crombie  (S.A.R.  II).1 

I  proceed  to  deal  with  the  sons  of  James  Wedderburn,  elder  of  Moonzie,  the  order  of  whose 
priority  is  fixed  by  the  dates  of  their  matriculation  at  the  University.     Of  the  two  younger, 

2.  Andrew  Wedderburn2  [1625 — 1694],  second  son  of  James  Wedderburn,  elder, 
of  Moonzie,  was  probably  born  about  1625,  as  he  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1642 
and  graduated  there  in  1645  (S.A.R.  26).  He  was  admitted  29  July  1650,  and  was  minister 
at  Liff  from  then  until  1664,  when  he  was  deprived  by  the  Acts  of  Parliament  of  11  June 
and  1  Oct.,  and  retired  to  Anstruther  Wester  (Fust.  Fed.  Scot  n,  538  ;  in,  710). 3  At  first 
he  seems  to  have  lived  in  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Craill,  as  he  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
Daw,  obtained,  at  this  very  period,  from  Sir  Patrick  Myretoun  of  Cambo,  a  charter  of  the 
lands  of  Grasmistoun  in  that  parish,  confirmed  to  them  under  the  Great  Seal  20  Dec.  1664 
(G.S.R.  119).  Later  on  they  perhaps  moved  across  the  county  of  Fife  to  the  parish  of 
Creich,  where  Sir  Thomas  Nairn  of  Sandfurd  had  given  them,  3  Aug.  1668,  a  grant  of  the 
lands  of  Easter  Kingsleif,  also  confirmed  under  the  Great  Seal  10  Feb.  1682  (ib.  128).  In 
1673  they  were  certainly  in  Anstruther  Wester,  where  Andrew  got  into  difficulties  for 
"  keeping  a  conventicle  in  his  own  house."  For  this  he  was  ordered  to  appear  before  the  Lords 
of  the  Privy  Council,  3  Sep<\  1673.  and  confessing  that  on  the  day  in  question,  "being 
Sonday,  he  did  preach  and  pray  in  his  own  house  where  diverse  other  persons  were  present 
besides  those  of  his  own  family,"  he  was  convicted  of  an  offence  against  the  fifth  Act  of 
the  second  session  of  the  current  parliament,  and  committed  to  the  Tolbooth  of  Edinburgh, 
in  default  of  finding  security  in  5,000  merks  not  to  offend  again.  The  choice  of  leaving 
the  country  was  given  him,  but  he  did  not  avail  himself  of  that  alternative,  and  failing  to 
find  security  was  imprisoned  in  the  Tolbooth  till  Sept.  30,  when  the  Lords,  on  a  petition  by 
him  setting  forth  that  on  the  fatal  Sunday  he  had  been  "  at  sermon  both  forenoon  and 
afternoon  "  and  did  not  mean  to  offend,  and  "  as  his  carriage  had  hitherto  been  peaceable 
and  he  resolves  so  to  continue,"  set  him  at  liberty  on  condition  of  his  at  once  repairing  to 
the  parish  of  Kilmarnock  and  there  remaining  (R.P.C.  64,  65).  The  matter  is  mentioned 
in  the  diary  of  .lames  Brodie  of  Brodie,  who  writes,  18  Sept.  1673,  "I  heard  from  my 
brother  the  troubles  they  were  in  at  Edinburgh  ;  that  Mr.  Andro  'Wedderburn  was 
imprisoned  for  having  more  than  five  at  his  famili  exercis  "  (ib.  note).  How  long  he  had 
to  stay  at  Kilmarnock  does  not  appear.  There  is  reference  to  a  bond  by  him,  dated 
15  Aug.  1687,  in  which  he  is  designed  "  minister  of  the  Gospel  "  merely,  and  no  place  of 
residence  mentioned  (R.D.  248).  At  some  time  between  1673  and  1690  he  had  the  second 
charge  at  Dysart  (Fast.  Feel.  Scot.),  and,  being  restored  to  his  former  parish  of  Liff  by  the 
Act  of  25  April  1  690,  returned  there.4  He  died  in  1694,  aged  about  69,  in  the  forty-fifth 
year  of  his  ministry  (ib.). 

1  It  is  possible  that  the  Patrick  Crombie  was  her  second  husband,  as  she  may  be  identical  with  Beatrix 

Wedderburn,  wife  of  John  Gray,  who  had  a  son,  Patrick  Gray,  baptized  in  Dundee  4  Jan.  1672 
( Dundee  Parish  Register,  Bapt.  s.d.). 

2  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.A  K.  26  ;  D.B.R.  469  ;  D.D.  41  ;  G.S.R.  119,  128,  132  ;  R.P.C.  64,  65  ;  F.S. 

25  ;   R.D.  153,  248  ;  Fasti  Eccl.  Scot;  Brodie s  Diary. 

3  The  authorities  cited  are  Presb.  and  Syn.  Reg.  ;  Muir's  Notices  and  Gleanings  ;  Act  Rect.  Univ.  S.  And.; 

Benvie,  Longforgan  and  Auchterhouse  Sess.  Reg.  ;  Wodrow's  Hist,  ii,  224  (Burns'  1829  ed.;  He  is 
named,  or  rather  mis-named,  "  Mr.  David  Wedderburn,  minister  at  Liff,  witness,"  in  1654  (F.S.  25) 
and  there  is  a  contract  between  James  Gray  of  Bullone  and  Mr.  Andrew  Wedderburn,  mentioned 

26  Feb.  1659  (D.B.R.  469).  The  purport  of  the  contract  does  not  appear,  but  the  prefix  "  Mr."  makes 
it  clear  that  he,  and  not  his  namesake,  the  merchant,  was  party  to  it. 

4  Thus  there  is  an  assignation,  dated  at  Dysart  24  March  1692,  by  him  "  minister  of  the  united  kirks  of 

Liff,  Logie  and  Innergourie  (having  right  thereto  by  the  second  Act  of  the  second  session  of  William 
and  Mary,  &c.)  of  part  of  his  stipend."  (D.D.  41.) 
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He  had  married  in  Jan.  1655  Elizabeth  Daw,  daughter  of  Andrew  Daw,  portioner  Parti, 
of  Sachup  by  his  wife  the  late  Elizabeth  Hamiltoun.     The  marriage  contract,  dated  at  chap-     ■ 
Craill  17  .Ian,  describes  him  as  minister  of  Leiph  (Liff)  in  Angus,  and  is  made  with  consent 
of  his  father,  Mr.  James  Wedderburn,  minister  of  Moonzie.     The  bride's  tocher  was  5,000 
merks  (R.D.  153).     By  her,  who  survived  him,  and  was  living  in  Fife  in  March   1697, 
Andrew  Wedderburn  had  issue  a  son  and  three  daughters : — 

Robert  "Wedderburn,  who  was  of  H. M.S.  "Devonshire,"  and  died  unmarried  about 
1696-97,  when,  18  March  1697,  administration  of  his  goods,  in  which  he  is 
described  as  a  bachelor,  was  granted  to  his  mother,  Elizabeth  Daw,  "widow,  then 

,       resident  in  Fife"(L.W.  1). 
and  v 

Mary  Wedderburn,  baptized  at  Liff  17  March  1656.  (Liff  Reg.) 
Margaret  Wedderburn,  baptized  at  Liff  5  Jan.  1658  (;'&);  married  James  Halsone, 
bailie  of  Anstruther  Wester,  and  was  served  heir  general  to  her  father  16  March 
1703  (R.H.  29),  soon  after  which,  10  July,  she  and  her  husband  got  a  charter  of 
resignation  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  lands  of  Easter  Kingsleif  (G.S.R.  132). 
Her  husband  died  before  23  Oct.  1707,  on  which  date  Sir  William  Anstruther  of 
that  ilk  granted  a  charter  of  a  house  in  Anstruther  Wester  in  favour  of  her,  "relict 
of  Mr  James  Halsone,  bailie,"  in  life-rent,  and  of  her  daughters  Helen  and  Elizabeth 
in  fee  (Orig.  Charter).  She  died  in  March  1708  (R.H.  29). 
Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  baptized  at  Liff  26  Feb.  1660.    (Liff  Reg.) 

3.  James  Wedderburn  [1635 — 1687],1  third  son  of  James  Wedderburn,  elder  of 
Moonzie.  He  was  born  in  1635  ;  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1650,  and  graduated  there 
in  1653  (S.A.R.  27).  He  was  admitted  colleague  to  his  father  at  Moonzie  1  Sept.  16592 
(having  been  called  to  that  ministry  8  May),  but  was  deprived  by  the  Acts  of  11  June  and 
1  Oct.  1664  (Fast.  Ecd.  Scot.  n.  505). 3  A  decreet  was  passed  against  him  by  the  Privy 
Council  16  July  1674,  and  on  his  not  compearing  to  answer  the  Council's  summons  there- 
anent  (R.  P.C.  66),  he  was  denounced  as  rebel.  His  name  again  occurs  in  two  lists  of 
ministers  "denounced"  and  "  intercommuned "  for  like  offences  (R.P.C.  67  and  re).4 
He  made  a  will  dated  28  Oct.  1683  (R.D.  248),  but  I  have  not  found  where  it  was 
confirmed.  He  died  of  fever  23  July  1687,  aged  52,  and  was  buried  at  Cupar.  His 
tomb  is  no  longer  discoverable  there,5  but  the  inscription  on  it  is  preserved  in  Monteith's 
Theater  of  Mortality  (ed.  1713,  p.  200),  and  included  some  Latin  verses  which  especially 
refer  to  his  death  by  fever  soon  after  that  of  one  of  his  sons  by  drowning.6  It  ran  thus  : — 

Sepulchrum  Magistri  Jacobi  Wedderburni  Viri  pietate  exirnia  et  prfeclaris  dotibus  aucti ;  Ecclesise 
Munsise  fidelissimi  pastoris,  Qui  obiit  23  die  Julii  A.D.  1687  set.  sua;  52.  Cum  patre  jacet  optima;  spei 
Alius  Gulielmus    Wedderburn  qui  obiit  paulo  ante  patrem  nouo  die  Julii  1687. 

Hie,  cum  prole,  parens  una  requiescit  in  urna  ; 

Marmore  dignus  erat  genitor  :  luuaris  ocelli 

Lux,  solis  radiis  lustrata  et  lucida  stella  : 

Et  proles  tanto  fuit  baud  indigna  parente  : 

Hie  febre,  is  fluvio  periit.     Proli  !  tristia  Fata 

Attingunt  unum,  qua;  sunt  contraria,  finem  ; 

Unda,  ignis  cselo  ponunt,  cum  prole,  parentem. 
He  had  married  at  Cupar,   11  Dec.   1660,  Jean  Inglis  of  that  parish  (Reg.  Cup.),~ 
and  by  her,  who  was  living  in  1699  (R.D.  240,  248),  but  the  date  of  whose  death  is  not 

1  Synopsis  of  references  :— S.A.R.  27  ;  R.P.C.  66,  67  note  ;  R.D.  186,  240,  248  ;  Fast.  Eccl.  Scot  ;  Monteith's 
Theater  of  Mortality. 

-  See  Lamont's  Fife  (p.  118),  1659,  Sept.  1  : — •"  Mr.  James  Wedderburn,  younger,  was  admitted  by  the 
presbetry  of  Cupar,  helper  to  his  father,  minister  of  Moonzie."  This  is  the  date  given  also  by  the 
Fasti,  but  see  Heel.  Fee.,  S.  And.  and  Cupar  Presb.  (Abbotsford  Club,  Edin.  1857),  p.  183  : — "  1658, 
Sept  2,  Mr.  James  Wedderburn,  younger,  admitted  assistant  to  his  father  at  Moonzie."  From  this 
it  would  appear  that  the  Fasti  are  here  inaccurate,  as  they  certainly  are  in  stating  that  he  graduated 
in  1658,  and  in  giving  the  date  of  the  Privy  Council  Decree  as  1674.  They  also  refer  to  the  Acts 
of  Deprivation  as  11  June  aud  1  Oct.  1662. 

3  The  authorities  cited  are  : — Act.  Rect.  Univ.  S.  And.  ;  Presb.  and  Cupar  Sess.  Reg.  ;  Lamont's  Diary, 

Kirton  and  Wodron  s  Hist.  ;  Monteith's  Theater  ii.  ;  New  Stat  Acct.  ix.,  &e. 

4  See  also  Wodrow's  Hist,  ii,  325  (Burns'  ed.  ]  829). 

6  I  am  so  informed  by  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Scoular  of  Cupar,  who,  at  my  request,  looked  for  the  stone  in  1891 

but  could  not  find  it.     He  says  it  may  be  either  covered  or  obliterated.     James  Wedderburn  left  a 
will  (R.D.  248),  but  I  have  no  record  of  its  confirmation. 
K  See  also  Cup.  Reg.  1687,  July  25,  Mr.  James  Wedderburn,  preacher  of  the  gospel,  spous  to  Jean  Inglis 
who  died  on  the  23rd  instant,  was  buried. 

7  See  Cupar  Reg.  1660,  Dee.  11,  "  Mr.  James  Wedderburn,  younger,  mnister  of  Moonzie,  and  Jean  Inglis 

this  paroch  wer  married  heir."      She  and  her  husband  are  named  in  a  bond  in  their  favour  11  Sept. 
1663.     (R.D.  186.) 
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Part  i.      known,  had  issue  four  sons  and  six  daughters.     The  priority  of  the  sons  is  not  known,  but 
Chap.  n.  as  on]y  Qne  snrv;vecj  jt  js  immaterial.     They  were 

1.  John  Wedderburn,  who  died  young.    "  1671  July  1,  John  Wedderburn,  child,  son 

to  Mr.  .'ames  Wedderburn,  wes  buried"  {Reg.  Cup.). 

2.  Alexander   Wedderburn,    who   also  died  young.      "  1683  Aug.  24,  Alexander 

Wedderburne,  a  young  prentis  to  James  Pringell,  leat  baily,  son  to  Mr,  James 
Wedderburn,  leat  minister  at  Munsie,  wes  buried,  who  died  on  the  22  in  the 
evening  "  (ib.). 

3.  William  Wedderburn     born    before   28  Oct.   1683  (R.D.  248),    who  also    died 

young.  "1687  July  11,  William  Wedderburn,  a  young  lad  at  the  Grammar 
School,  son  to  Mr.  .lames  AVedderburn,  sumtyme  minister  at  Munsie,  who  died 
by  drowning  on  the  9th  instant,  wes  buried  "  (ib.). 

4.  David  Wedderburn,  born  before  28  Oct.  1683  (R.D.   248).     He  was  living  in 

1699,  at  which  date  he  was  the  only  surviving  child  of  his  parents.  Thus, 
27  Jan.  1699,  David  AVedderburn,  eldest  son  on  life1  of  the  late  Mr.  James 
AVedderburn,  minister  at  Moonzie,  binds  himself  to  his  uncle  Alexander  Inglis, 
his  mother  Jean  Inglis,  and  to  Robert  Baillie  of  Balmedieside,  not  to  become 
cautioner  for  anybody  (R.D.  240),  and  24  July,  6  Nov.  he  granted  to  his  mother  a 
discharge  in  respect  of  his  claims  on  his  father's  estate,  in  which  narration  is 
made  of  his  father's  will  (28  Oct.  1683),  by  which  his  mother  was  to  maintain 
"  her  three  surviving  children,2  of  whom  David  now  alone  survives,  the  other 
two,  William  and  Mary,  being  dead"  (R.D.  248).  This  discharge  is  dated  at 
Edinburgh  and  Lithrie,  and  is  the  latest  mention,  known  to  me,  of  David 
AVedderburn,  who  was  then  probably  just  of  age. 
Of  the  daughters 

1.  Isobel  Wedderburn,  d.  young.     "1666  April    7,  Isobel  AVedderburn,  a   child, 

daughter  to  Mr.  James  AVedderburn  and  Jean  Inglis,  wes  buried"  (Reg.  Cup.) 

2.  Hellian  AVedderburn.     Baptized  "  22  Nov.  1 663,  Mr.  James  AVedderburn,   lait 

minister  at  Monzie,  and  Jean  Inglis  his  spous  had  their  daughter  Hellian  baptizit 
be  Mr.  Robert  Honeyman "  (ib.).  She  died  very  soon.  "1666  June  2,  Helian 
AVedderburn,  a  child,  daughter  to  Mr.  James  Wedderburn,  leat  minister  of  Munsie, 
was  buried  "  (ib. ). 
3  Beatrix  AVedderburn,  d.  young.  "  1671  April  25,  Beatrix  Wedderburn,  a  child, 
daughter  to  Mr.  James  AVedderburn  and  Jean  Inglis,  wes  buried  "  (ib.). 

4.  Margaret  AVedderburn,  d.  young.    "  1675  Oct.  4,  Merjorie  AVedderburn,  a  young 

child,  daughter  to  Mr.  Ja.  AVedderburn  indweller  in  this  burgh,  who  died  of  a  ... 
(was  buried)"  (ib.). 

5.  ,  who  d.  young.      "1683  Jan.  26,   ...  AVedderburn,  daughter  to  Mr.  James 

AVedderburn,  late  minister  at  Monsie,  wes  buried  "  (ib.). 

6.  Mary  AVedderburn,   born  before  28  Oct.    16S3  (R.D.   248),   and   d.   unmarried. 

1690  June  30,  "  Mary  AVedderburne,  daughter  to  the  deceast  Mr.  James  AVedder- 
burn, minister,  wes  buried"  (ib.). 

Alexander  Wedderburn3  [1621  ? — 1678],  eldest  son  of  James  AVedderburn,  elder, 
of  Moonzie,  was  a  minister  of  some  note,  first  at  Forgan,  co.  Fife,  and  then  at  Kilmarnock, 
co.  Ayr.-     He  was  born  about  1 621-24,  and  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1639,  graduating 

1  "  Eldest  son  on  life  "  i  e,  eldest  son  bv  survival,  and  not  eldest  of  more  than  one  surviving  son.     See  the 

discharge  of  24  July  1699. 

2  i.e.,  surviviug  at  the  date  of  the  will  in  1683,  as  William  had  died  a  few  days  before  his  father.     The 

terms  of  the  discharge  are  thus  not  accurate,  as  it  recites  that  Jean  Inglis  "  maintained  all  three 
children  at  bed,  board,  and  school  during  their  life  time  and  was  at  the  expense  of  the  funerals  "  of 
William  and  Mary. 

3  Synopsis  of  references.     J.W.  91  «,  99-102  ;  S.A.R.  25  ;  D.D.  18  ;  R.P.C.  63,  68  ;  R.H.  24  ;  G.R.S.  40 ; 

R.D.  163,  193,   231-32  ;  Dundee  Parish  Reg.  ;   Kilmarnock  Re).  ;  Glasgow  Test.  ;  Fast.   Eccl.   Scot.  ; 
Lamnnt's  Fife. 

4  This  Alexander  of  Forgan  has  been  wrongly  assumed  to  be  the  brother  of  David  Wedderburn  of  Aberdeen, 

the  well  known  grammarian,  an  error  which  J.W.,  who  does  not  name  him  in  his  printed  volume, 
followed  in  his  M.S.,  where  his  treatment  of  the  minister  is  a  delightful  instance  of  his  methods, 
in  the  case  of  anyone  of  the  name  who  was,  in  his  view,  discreditable  to  the  family.  He  describes  him  as 
"  a  person,  mentioned  in  the  passing  history  of  the  day,  as  Presbyterian  minister  at  Forgan  in  Fife,  from 
whence  he  was  deservedly  outed  on  the  Restoration  ;  was  afterwards  indulged  preacher  at  Kilmarnock, 
when  he  was  accidentally  {sic)  killed  by  the  Highland  host  in  1877-78.  He  was  a  fanatical,  calvinistical 
fool,  who  wrote  forty  sermons  on  one  text  about  the  covenant  of  grace.     His  birth  is  uncertain  and 
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there  in  1642  (S.A.R.  25).     A  good  account  of  his  career  (Fast.   Eccl.  Scot.  n..  173,  430)1  Part  I. 

may  be  here  quoted.     "He  was   nominated   bursar   by  the    Presbytery   of    Kirkcaldy  CnaP-  "• 

19  July  1643;  presented  to  the  charge  of  Forgan  in  Oct.   1646,  and  admitted  10  Feb. 

succeeding.2     He  contributed,   16  July  1650,  100  lib.  'towards  levying  ane  regiment  of 

horse  for  the  present  service,'  and  when  several  ministers  were  taken  prisoners  at  Alyth  in 

1651  he  was  appointed  by  the  presbytery,  1  Sept.,  to  deliver  their  letters  to  Lt.-Gen.  Monk 

and  another  to  the  brethren  comforting  and  encouraging  them  under  their  sufferings.     In 

1  659  he  was  called  to  Leuchars,  but  the  Synod  refused  his  translation.3     He  was  suspended 

5  April  1664,  confined  to  the  parish  by  the  Court  of  High  Commission  1 5  April,  and  deposed 

4  April  1665  for  refusing  submission  to  the  Church  government."..."  In  1670,  Jan.  27,  he 

was  indulged  by  the  Privy  Council  to  serve  at  Kilmarnock  (R.P.C.  03).     When  terms  of 

accomodation  were  proposed  to  the  presbyterians  this  year,  he  was  one  of  those  who  carried 

their  refusal  to  Edinburgh,  and  in  1672  was  one  of  two  who  drew  up  a  paper  on  '  Grievances 

as  to  the  indulgence.'     He  died  in  Nov.  1678  aged  about  57,  in  32nd  year  of  his  ministry,4 

the  foundation  of  his  disease  having  arisen  from  a  blow  on  the  breast  by  the  butt  end  of 

a  musket  from  one  of  the  Highland  host,  while  he  was  in  the  act  of  expostulating  on  the 

heinousness  and  barbarity  of  the  ravages  they  were  committing  in  the  town  "     He  was 

esteemed  "  a  very  eminent,  great,  and  learned  man."     We  can  but  add  little  to  this  account. 

In  Feb.  1673  he  and  his  wife  got  from  Robert,  Earl  of  Southesk,  a  renunciation  in  their 

favour  of  half  the  town  and  lands  of  Fordell  in  the  parish  of  Leuchars,  co   Fife  (G.R.S. 

40),  where  he  seems  to  have  been  already  resident  in  1669,  as  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn 

in    Fordell   is   named   as    witness  to  a   bond   in   that   year   (D.D.    18).     He   also   got, 

23  March  1675,  an  annual  rent  of  £300  furth  of  the  lands  of  the  same  Earl  (R.D.  193). 

He  was  the  author  of  various  sermons,  published  after  his  death,  of  which  I  have  met 

with  the  three  following  volumes  : — 

(a)  "  Believers  Priviledges  and  duties  and  the  exercise  of  Communicants,  holclen  forth  in  several 
sermons,  preached  on  diverse  texts  and  at  severall  occasions  By  the  learned,  pious,  and  laborious  servant 
of  Jesus  Christ,  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburne,  first  minister  of  the  Gospell  at  Forgan  in  Fife  and  thereafter 
at  Kilmarnock  in  the  West.  Printed  in  the  year  1682."  There  is  an  introduction  by.  J.B.  which  speaks  of 
the  book  as  posthumous  and  published  by  his  hopeful  son.  The  book  is  called  a  "  first  part  only,  it  being 
intended  to  issue  other  sermons."     (Brit.  Mus.  press-mark  4452  a.) 

('/)  "  David's  Testament  opened  up  in  Fourty  Sermons  By  that  eminent  servant  of  Jesus  Christ, 

Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  first  &e west  (as  in  a).     Edin..  1705."     It  is  dedicated  by  H.T.,  his  relict, 

to  the  Countess  of  Kothes.  Another  identical  edition  was  published  at  Glasgow  1721.  (Brit.  Mus.  press- 
marks 874  c  10,  and  873  d  27.) 

(c)  "  Heaven  upon  Earth,  or  the  History  of  the  Transfiguration  of  Jesus  Christ,  open  and  practically 
im proven  in  several  sermons  By  that  faithful  servant  of  JesHS  Christ,  Mr.  Alex.  Wedderburn,  minister  of 
the  Gospel,  first  of  Forgan  in  Fife,  then  at  Kilmarnock.  Glasgow,  1754."  This  volume  contains  a  dedica- 
tion of  "these  few  sermons  preached  by  my  father,"  to  Margaret,  Countess  of  Weems,  signed  M.W.  (no 
doubt   his   daughter    Mary)    and    an    address    "  to    the    Christian    Header,"    signed    G.H.,    in    which 

was  very  probably  illegitimate  ( !),  but  it  may  be  yet  possible  to  prove  it.  The  proverb  says,  however, 
that  '  it  is  puir  clan  that  has  neither  whores  nor  rogues  among  it.'  "  Later  on,  on  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Taylor  of  Aberdeen,  J.  W.  accepted  the  theory  that  Alexander  of  Forgan  was  brother  of  David 
of  Aberdeen,  but  continues  to  speak  of  him  as  a  "  crazy  Presbyterian  fanatic  "  and  of  his  sermons  as 
'•  rank  Calvinism."     (See  J.W.  97  n.  99-102.) 

1  The  authorities  cited  are  Act.  Rect.  Univ.  S.  And. ;  Presb.  Kirkcaldy,  Dalkeith  and  Ayr  ;  S.  And.  Syn. 

Reg.  ;  Lamont's  Fife  ;  Baillies'  Letters  ;  Blair's  Autob. ;  Wodrow's  Hist.  (Burns'  ed.  1  829,  ii,  178, 
180-81,  307,  429-30);  Sinclair's  Stat.  Ace.  ;  McKay's  Kilmarnock;  Kirkton's  Hist.  ;  Test.  Reg., 
Glasgow  ;  Inq.  Ret.  Gen.  6172. 

2  1647,  Feb.  10,  "  This  day  the  Presbyterie  mete  at  Forgan  for  admissione  of  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn 

minister  there  "  (Eccl.  Rec.  S.  Andrew's  and  Cupar  Presb.,  Abbotsford  Club,  Edin.,  1837,  p.  36).  He 
is  also  mentioned  1650-65  (ib.  pp.  52,  55,  57,  63,  82,  164)  ;  as  getting  a  bond  from  the  town  council  of 
Cupar,  18  Jan.  16E6  (R.D.  163)  ;  and  twice  as  a  witness  to  baptisms  at  Dundee,  17  May  1659 
and  8  Dec.  1662.  {Dundee  Parish  Reg.) 

3  See  Lamont's  Diary  of  File  1649-71  (Edin.  1810),  p.  115 — 1659  April  5.     "  At  this  time  the  heritors  and 

others  of  Lewchars  parish  did  sute  for  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn  minister  at  S.  Phillans,  but  the 
reasons  pro  and  contra  his  transportation  being  read,  the  synod  judged  it  expedient  he  should  stay 
still  where  he  was."  The  same  writer  mentions  his  subsequent  deposition  (p.  177),  1665  April  4. 
"  The  diocesan  synod  satt  at  S.  Andrew's  where  Mr.  Sharpe  the  archbishope  himself  was  moderator 
...  Those  ministers  of  the  presbetrie  of  S.  Andrew's  that  were  suspended  this  tyme  twelve  months 

were  now  deposed  ...  The  names  of  those  deposed  at  this  tyme  were  Mr.   Alex.  Wedderburne  " 

and  again  (p.  183)  1665  Sept.  "Mr.  John  Alexander  was  admitted  minister  of  Forgan  ...  He  did 
succeed  to  Mr.  Alexr  Wedderburne  who  was  lately  deposed  because  he  would  not  acquiesce  with 
episcopacie." 

4  I  doubt  if  he  was  quite  as  old.     If  he  matriculated  at  15,  as  his  brother  James  certainly  did,  he  would 

be  born  1624  and  aged  54  not  57  in  1678.     See  also  for  further  notes  about  him  J.W.  98-102. 
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Part  I.       Alexander  Wedderburn  is  termed  "  the  now  glorified  author,  that  great  man  of  God  in  his  day."     (A  copy 
Chap.  II.  is  hi  my  possession.)     There  must  have  been  an  edition  of  the  book  before  1705  as  Margaret,  Countess  of 
Wemyss,  to  whom  it  is  dedicated,  died  in  that  year. 

He  died,  as  stated  above,  in  Nov.  1678,  and  his  will  was  confirmed  at  Glasgow 
25  April  1679.  The  confirmation  narrates  the  date  of  his  death,  and  that  his  will  is  given 
up  by  Helen  Turnbull,  his  relict  and  executrix  dative,  his  sou  Robert  being  cautioner. 
Debts  were  due  to  him  from  the  Earls  of  Southesk  (for  £525  arrears  of  annual  rent)  and 
Kilmarnock  (for  £84  annual  rent) ;  the  heritors  of  Kilmarnock,  £451.  6.  8.  for  stipend  and 
£525  for  teind  meal,  £1,721.  6.  8.  in  all.  His  creditors  included  Hew  Thomson,  John 
Findlay,  merchants  in  Kilmarnock,  and  Agnes  Guliland,  Agnes  Dickie  and  Jonet  Smyth 
"  of  fees  and  bounteths."  "  Item  to  doctors  and  apothecaries  for  medicaments  and  drugs 
furnished  to  him  the  time  of  his  sickness  £240.  All  paid  since  his  death"  (Glasgow  Test  s.d.). 
The  debl  s  exceeded  the  estate  by  a  small  amount,  and  that  his  family  were  left  ill  provided 
for  seems  clear  from  his  widow's  petitions  to  the  Privy  Council  for  assistance  in  1680  and 
1684  (R.P.C.  68),  althoughit  is  not  borne  out  by  two  assignations  of  1682  and  1690,  which 
refer  to  a  bond  of  provision  made  by  him  to  all  his  children  (R.D.  232  a). 

He  married,  in  .lune  1654,  Helen  Turnbull,  daughter  to  Thomas  Turnbull  of  Boghill, 
in  the  Carse  of  Gowrie1  and  by  her,  who  survived  him  and. was  living  in  1691  (R.D.  231), 
had  issue  three  sons  and  five  daughters.2 

1.  Robert  Wedderburn,  served  heir  to  his  father  23  Dec.  1679  (R  H.  24).     He  was 

living  in  1682  when  he  made  an  assignation  (R.D.  232  «)  in  favour  of  his  mother, 
and  John  and  Jean,  two  of  her  other  children.  The  document,  dated  at  Leith, 
designs  him  "  Mr.  Robert,"  a  prefix  which,  at  that  date,  still  implied  either  a 
degree,  or  the  ministry,  or  some  learned  qualification.  Perhaps  he  was  in  the 
ministry,  and  it  is  therefore  that  the  edition  of  one  his  father's  volumes  of  sermons 
speaks  of  him  as  his  father's  "hopeful  son  "  in  1682.  I  have  no  later  note  of  him 
and  it  is  worth  remark  that  he  is  not  mentioned  in  a  subsequent  assignation  (1690) 
by  his  sister  Susanna  in  favour  of  her  mother,  her  brother  John,  and  her  sisters 
(R.D.  232  b).  Perhaps,  as  eldest  son,  he  had  some  special  provision,  and  was  thus 
intentionally  excluded.  The  omission  suggests  that  he  was  then  dead  but  does  not 
prove  it. 

2.  William  Wedderburn,  baptized  at  Kilmarnock  4  May  1671  {Reg.  Kilm.);  twin 

with  his  sister  Jean,  but  died  probably  before  his  father  in  whose  bond  of  provision 
to  all  his  children  he  is  not  named  (R.D.  232  a).  His  sister  Susanna's  assignation 
in  1690  also  does  not  mention  him  (ib.  232  b). 

3.  John  Wedderburn,  living  7  Jan.  1691,  when  he,  with  his  mother,  as  his  curatrix, 

granted  a  bond,  dated  at  Edinburgh  (R.D.  231).     He  was  thus  between  fourteen 
and  twenty-one  years  old  at  that  date.     He  is  named  in  the  assignations  of  both  his 
brother  Robert  and  his  sister  Susanna  (ib.  232  ab). 
The  daughters,  named  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  mentioned  (R.D.  232),  were  : — 

1.  Mary  Wedderburn,  living  1690  (ib.).     Edited  a  volume  of  her  father's  sermons 

before  1705.     (See  ante  p. 53  .) 

2.  Janet  Wedderburn,  living  1690,  but  was  "  vallitudinary  "  (ib.) 

3.  Susanna  Wedderburn,  living  1690  (R.D.  232). 

4.  Margaret  Wedderburn,  living  1690  (ib.) 

5.  Jean  Wedderburn,  baptized  at  Kilmarnock  4  May  1671,  twin  with  her  brother 

William  (Reg.  Kilm.),  living  1690  (R.D.  232  b). 


1  See  Lamont's  Diary  of  Fife,  1649-71  Edin.  1830,  p.  74).  "  1654.  June  ....—Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn, 
minister  of  St.  Phillyns  in  the  Presbytery  of  S.  Andrew's,  m.  —  Trumbull,  daughter  to  the  deceased 
Thomas  Trumbull,  Esq.  in  the  Carse.  The  marriage  feast  stood  at  Grange  Moore  in  Fyfe  in  William 
Hamilton's,  hir  brother-in-law's  house." 

8  The  Kilmarnock  registers  have  been  searched,  1640 — 1750,  but  contain  no  Wedderburn  entries  other  than 
that  of  the  baptism  of  William  and  Jean,  which  is  as  follows  : — "  1671.  May  4. — William  Wedderburn 
procreat  betuix  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  minister,  and  Helen  Trumbull,  and  Jean  Wedderburn, 
their  daughter,  both  baptised  by  Mr.  Adair."  There  are  some  Woodburn  or  Wodburn  entries,  which 
may  be  a  corruption  of  the  name.  Thus  1731,  Nov.  31. — Robert,  second  child  to  William  Wodburn, 
merchant,  in  Kilmarnock,  and  his  wife.  Isobel  Hamilton  is  baptised.  The  Forgan  births  have  also 
been  searched  to  1737,  but  contain  no  Wedderburn  entries. 


PAET     I. 

Chapter  III. 

David  Wedderburn  in  the  Murraygait  and  his   descendants. 

His  son  David  Wedderburn  of  Craigie  (m.  Helen  Lawson)  and  his  two  sons  James  and  William,  Part  I. 

with  an  account  of  their  families.     Their  male  line  extinct.     (See  pedigree  at  p.  65).  Chap.- in. 

David  Wedderburn1  [1440  ? — 1496  ?]  in  the  Murraygait  of  Dundee.  The  earliest 
references  to  the  name  of  Wedderburn  in  connection  with  Dundee  are  to  a  person  of  the 
name  of  David.  Thus,  one  of  an  inquest.  16  April  1464,  for  the  retour  of  Marjorie  de 
Strazawquhyn  as  heir  to  her  sister  Elizabeth  in  the  lands  of  Kyngenny  is  David  Wedder- 
burn, whose  seal,  bearing  the  arms  of  the  family,  is  still  attached  to  the  document 
■(S.W,  l).2  He  is  named  again  as  a  witness  to  a  grant  made  at  Abernethy  7  Aug. 
1476,  and  is  then  designed  "  scutifer "  (G.S.K.  6)3;  to  another  grant,  also  made  at 
Abernethy,  9  March  1481  (G.S.E.  5);  to  an  obligation,  22  April  1484  (The  Douglas 
Book  III,  117);  to  a  sasine  27  April  1484  (S.W.  2);  to  another  grant  witnessed  at  Dundee 
7  Jan.  1485,  in  which  he  is  again  designed  "scutifer"  (G.S.R.  7)  ;  to  another  obligation 
12  May  1487  (The  Douglas  Book  III,  120) ;  and  to  four  other  grants,  3  Feb.  (a  charter 
to  the  church  of  Dundee),  17  July  1490,  and  26  Oct.  1495,  all  made  at  Dundee  and  con- 
firmed 1491-96  under  the  Great  Seal  (G.S.R.  8-10).  He  is  also  named  in  the  so-called 
"Book  of  the  Church"  as  being  on  the  council  of  Dundee  in  1490  (D.B.R.  1).  That  all 
these  references  are  to  the  same  David  is  not  certain,  but  it  is  highly  probable,  as  we  know 
him  to  have  died  before  July  1497,  and  the  name  drops  out  of  the  records  until  the  time  of 
his  son.  He  was  the  owner  of  property  in  the  Murraygait  of  Dundee,  which  is  often 
referred  to  in  the  records.  Thus  the  lands  of  the  late  David  Wedderburn  are  named  as 
the  Eastern  boundary  of  certain  other  North  Murraygait  lands,  30  July  1501  (R.A.D.  4) 
and  "  the  heirs  of  the  late  David  AVedderburn  in  South  Murravgait "  are  named  3  Nov. 
1518  (D.P.B.  la).  He  died  between  26  Oct.  1495  (G.S.R.  10)  and  8  July  1497  when 
sasine  of  an  annual  rent  out  of  the  South  Murraygait  property  is  given  to  Cristian 
And(erson),4  relict  and  executrix  of  the  late  David  Wedderburn,  burgess  (D.C.  1). 

By  his  wife,  Cristian  Anderson,  he  left  two  sons  and  possibly  some  daughters.5 
The  sons  were  James  and  I  )avid,  but  there  is  nothing  to  show  which  was  the  elder.  This 
is,  however,  immaterial  as  it  is  clear  that  James  d.  s.p.     Of  them 

1.  David  Wedderburn,  who  carried  on  the  line  of  his  family.     See  next  page. 

2.  James  Wedderburn6  [1485 1 — 1524]  is  named  with  his  brother  David  12  Nov.  1521 

(D.P.B.  6),  but  died  before  28  Oct.  1524,  when  David  Wedderburn,  son  of  the  late 
David  Wedderburn,  and  brother  and  heir  of  the  late  James  Wedderburn,  resigns  a 
South  Ergadie  street  property  to  John  Low  (ib.  9  a).  He  is  probably  one  of  three 
of  his  name  who  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  1507-9  (S.A.R.  5-7),  and  in  that  case 
must  have  been  born  about  1490.  He  seems  to  have  been  designed  "elder"  in 
distinction  from  both  the  son  of  James  and  the  son  of  Robert,  as  3  Oct.  1 523  three 
James  Wedderburns  are  all  elected  councillors,  viz.,  "  James'  son,  Robertis  son,  and 
James  Wedderburn  elder  "  (D.B.R.  21  c).7  We  really  know  nothing  else  about  him, 
although  there  are  other  references  to  a  James  Wedderburn,  which  may,  however, 
refer  either  to  him  or  to  one  of  his  contemporary  namesakes.  Thus  a  James 
Wedderburn,  a  decree  in  favour  of  whose  wife,  Isabell  Scrymgeour,  relict  of 
William  Barry,  is  recorded  18  Feb.  1522  (D.B.R.  18  a)  may  be  he  or,  perhaps 
more  probably,  the  son  of  Robert  Wedderburn  (post,  p.  71,  note  2).     His  brother, 

1  Synopsis  of  references.     S.W.  1,  2  ;  D.C.  1  ;  D.P.B.  1  a  ;  D.B.R.  1  ;  G.S.R.  5-10  ;  R.A.D,  4.     The  Douglas 

Book,  in.  108,  117,  120. 

2  See  the  chapter  on  the  family  arms. 

3  This  is  a  charter  by  Archibald,  Earl  of  Angus,  to  Robert-Graham  of  Fintry,  and  is  extant  in  the  Earl  of 

Home's  charter  chest.     See  The  Douglas  Book,  by  Sir  W.  Fraser,  1885,  in,  108. 

4  The  latter  part  of  this  word  and  some  of  the  word     relictse"  are  obliterated  in  the  record. 

5  The  sons  are  never  designed  sons  of  Christian  Anderson,  and  it  is  of  course  possible  that  she  was  his 

second  wife,  and  that  they  were  his  sons  by  a  first  wife,  whose  name  is  not  recorded. 

6  Synopsis  of  references.     S.A.R,  5-7  :  D.P.B.  6,  9  a  ;  D.B.R.  18  a,  21  c. 

7  Thus  the  following  references,  1521-24,  to  a  James  Wedderburn,  elder,  are  to  him  : — 1521.  April  30, 

surety  (D.B.R.  6c)  ;  July  1,  on  assize  (ib.  10  a)  ;  Nov.  12,  his  land  named  as  a  boundary  (D.P.B.  6)  ; 
Dec.  30,  on  assize  (D.B.R.  12).  1522,  Feb.  14,  a  judgment  v.  him  (ib.  17)  ;  Feb.  18,  March  10,  on 
assize  {ib.  18  b). 
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Parti.  David  Wedderburn1  [1485  1 — 1560]  of  Craigie,  and  in  the  Murraygait,  son  of  old 

Chap.  in.  David  Wedderburn,  is  constantly  named  in  the  Dundee  and  other  records.2  It  is  from  him 
that  Douglas  and  his  followers  have  erroneously  attempted  to  derive  the  Kiugennie  family. 
They  even  make  him  the  father  of  Kingennie,  who  was  not  born  till  more  than  a  year  after 
his  death,  and  are  thus  compelled  to  credit  him  with  having  lived  to  a  very  great  age,  and 
not  dying  until  1590.  The  year  of  his  birth  is  not  known,  but  it  was  probably  not  later 
than  1 480,  as  he  is  no  doubt  to  be  identified  with  the  David  Wedderburn,  who  witnesses 
a  resignation  in  favour  of  his  father's  widow  8  July  1497  (D.C.  1),  and,  20  June  1521, 
we  find  him  already  holding  the  office  of  "dean  of  gild"  of  Dundee  (D.L.B.  4),  and 
the  absence  of  his  name  from  the  recorded  admissions  of  burgesses  shows  that  his 
admission  was  earlier  than  1514,  the  date  when  the  extant  roll  begins.3  He  is  next 
named  12  Nov.  1521  as  renting  part  of  the  multures  of  the  common  mills  from  Alexander 
Kyd,  his  brother  James  Wedderburn  being  security  for  him  (D.P.B.  6).  He  is  also 
mentioned  as  "  on  assize  "  14  Jan.  1522  (D.B.R.  14  a),  and  as  holding  a  court  24  Nov.  1524 
(D.P.B.  10).  He  is  generally  distinguished  as  of  the  Murraygait,  and,  after  1535,  of 
Craigie,  or  again  as  "  son  of  David  "  or  "  elder."  Thus  28  Oct.  1524  he,  ''son  of  the  late 
David  "  and  "  brother  and  heir  of  the  late  James,"  resigns  a  South  Ergadie  street  property 
to  John  Low  (D.P.B.  9  «)  ;  26  Nov.  1526,  he  resigns  an  annual  rent  out  of  his  Murraygait 
land,  while,  15  May  1  527,  he,  "  David  Wedderburn  in  South  Murraygait,"  acquires  a  North 
Seagait  property  (D.P.B.  15)  and  is  thus  named  as  in  Seagait  in  1544  (D.B.R.  382  c).  The 
Murraygait  property  is  often  named,  e.g.,  16  April  1528  (D.P.B.  25  c) ;  9  May  1528  in 
connection  with  his  first  wife  (ib.  26) ;  8  July  1531,  when  an  annual  rent  of  eight  merks 
"  furth  "  of  it  is  mentioned  (S.W.  9  ;  D.P.B.  39),  as  it  is  years  after,  4  April  1 551  (S.W.  13), 
19  Nov.  1586  (D.P.B.  260),  21  Nov.  1594  (ib.  299),  13  Oct.  1658  (S.W.  326,  D.P.B.  439, 
482)  and  3  Jan.  1683,  when  the  rent  is  given  as  five  merks  only  (D.  Dec.  10).  He  is 
called  "elder"   2  March  1528,   21  June  1529,  and  4  Dec.   1531  (D.P.B.  25  a,  32,  40); 

1  Svnopsis  of  references.  S.W  9,13,  326,  462  ;  D.C.  1,  16,  21  ;  D.L.B  4,  10,  11  ;  D.P.B.  6,  9  a,  10,  13/,  15, 
25 ac,  26,  32,  39,  40,  49,  50,  51  6,  52,  56,  88,  91,  92.  95,  107,  149,  260,  299  ;  D.B.R.  14  a,  22  6.  28  r 
29  a,  32,  35.  36,  40,  43.  45.  58,  61  a  c,  72,  74,  86,  95.  99,  103,  112,  147,  183,  382  c ;  G.S.R.  26,  30,  31  • 
R.P.C.  5  ;  R.P.S.  6,  7,  10,  11.  13,  18,  20,  21  ;  P.B.N.  1. 

-  I  have  already  (p.  44,  n.  1)  alluded  to  the  impossibility  of  assigning,  in  the  presence  of  three  contemporaries 
of  the  same  name,  every  entry  naming  a  David  to  a  particular  individual.  As  in  the  case  of  Wedderburns 
of  the  names  of  James  and  Robert,  so  in  that  of  those  called  David,  we  cannot  certainly  assign  every 
entry  to  a  particular  individual.  Three  of  the  name  all  of  them  burgesses,  were  contemporaries  iu 
Dundee,  viz.,  (i)  David  (sou  of  David),  in  Murraygait  ajid  of  Craigie,  admitted  a  burgess  before  1514, 
and  often  called  "elder";  he  died  about  1559-60.  (ii. )  David  (son  of  Walter)  in  Welgait,  admitted 
a  burgess  1 6  Oct,  1523,  and  constantly  designed  "  son  of  Walter  "  or  "  in  Welgait  "  ;  he  died  about 
the  same  time  as  his  namesake  of  Craigie.  (hi.)  David  (son  of  Robert),  admitted  burgess  on  the 
same  day  as  the  son  of  Walter,  He  is  certainly  called  "  younger  "  on  one  occasion,  in  1531  (D.P.B.  3S), 
and  I  think  all  the  references  to  David  Wedderburn,  younger  (1523—1557)  are  to  be  assigned  to  him. 
(See  post  p.  67).  But  in  addition  to  the  references  to  "  David  in  Murraygait,  of  Craigie,  or  elder," 
"  David,  sou  of  Walter,  or  in  Welgait,"  and  "David,  son  of  Robert,"  or  "  younger,"  a  number  of 
entries  remain,  1521-58,  which  may  refer  to  any  of  the  three,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  assigned  to 
anyone  of  them  in  particular.  These  are  mostly  of  little  interest,  and  may  be  quickly  dealt  with. 
Thus,  1521  April  13,  David  Wedderburn  is  a  procurator  (D,B  R.  4) ;  1522  .Jan.  2,  he  is  "quyt  of  the 
wrangeous  casting  down"  of  some  malt  "plenit  on  hym "  (ib.  13);  1532  Jan.  15,  he  has  James 
Wedderburn,  sou  of  Robert,  as  his  "  lauborrowis  "  (ib.  15)  ;  1524  Feb.  15,   is  witness  (D.P.B.  11  a  ;) 

1525  Dec.  6,  is  summoned  by  James  Kinloch  (ib.  12  b)  ;  1526  Jan.   19,  presides  in  Court  (ib.   13  a)  ; 

1526  April  20,  burgess,  gets  a  South  Argylegait  land  (ib.  13*rf)  ;  1527  June  28,  complainer  in  a  suit 
(ib.  18\  Sept.  7,  Oct.  29,  curator  to  Henry  Flescheour  (it.  132)  ;  1528  May  17,  joins  in  buying  a  ship 
(ib.  28) ;  1528  July  17,  bailie  (ib.  29  b)  ;  1530,  present  (ib.  33) ;  Oct.  8,  burgess,  witness  (S.W.  8)  ; 
1534  Feb.  27,  present  (D.P.B.  51  a) ;  1537  Oct.  11,  witness  (Bl.  2)  ;  1546  Dec.  17,  defender  in  a  suit 
about  some  "  bowstringis  and  mastis "  (R.A.D.  12);  1550  Sept.  28,  nominated  on  the  Council 
(D.B.R.  22  o)  ;  Nov.  20,  brings  a  suit  for  some  "  bowstrings  "  (ib.  25  b)  ;  1558  Dec.  18,  tutor  to  the 
children  of  one  William  Merschell  (D.P.B.  86)  ;  1558-59  Feb.  8.  burgess,  witness  (D.P.B.  91). 

In  a  few  other  entries  one  would  like  to  have  been  able  to  identify  the  person  named.  Thus  there 
is  a  very  curious  entry  15  July  1527,  when  Alexander  Blak  sells  to  David  Wedderburn  for  £20  his 
"  maritagium  "  or  right  to  marry,  and  agrees  to  accept  in  marriage  any  wife,  however  ugly,  David 
may  offer  him,  or  pay  him  £40  (D.P.B.  20).  This  looks  as  if  David  was  then  unmarried,  and  himself 
on  the  look  out  for  a  wife.  Again,  1546,  David  Wedderburn  is  named  in  a  letter  from  Queen  Mary 
directing  the  Town  Council  to  "  stent "  the  burgesses  in  order  to  relieve  David  Wedderburn  and 
others  of  sums  paid  by  them  for  abiding  from  her  Majesty's  host  at  Roslingmure  in  June  last 
"(D.C.  22) ;  1553  March  8,  he,  David,  and  another  Wedderburn  are  acquitted  of  assisting  the  English, 
in  1548-49  [ib.  24),  and,  1557  Aug.  2,  he  and  Henry  Richardson  are  named  as  "  sister's  bairns'  in  a 
not  very  clear  entry  (D.B.R.  75).  [Synopsis  of  the  above  references  :— S.W.  8  :  Bl.  2  ;  D.C.  22,  24  ; 
D.P.B.  11  a,  12  b.  13  a  d  e.  18.  20,  28,  33,  51  a,  86  ;  D.B.R.  4,  13,  22  a,  25  b,  75  ;  R.A.D.  12.] 
3  He  is  treasurer  12  Nov.  1529  (D.L.B.  10),  but  perhaps  it  is  one  of  his  contemporaries  who  is  clerk  of  gild 
20  June  1531  (i6.  11). 
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17  May  1533,  when  he  and  his  "  kinsman,"  Henry  Wedderburn,  settle  the  boundaries  of  Parti, 
their  Murraygait  lands  (D.P.B.  50) ;  and  28  May  1534,  when  he  charges  his  property  with  chaP-  nl 
an  annual  rent  (D.P.B.  51  b).  On  13  March  1534  a  leper  of  the  name  of  William  Bell 
assigned  to  him,  "  son  of  the  late  David,"  some  Welgait  land  in  trust  for  the  lepers  of  the 
burgh  (D.C.  16),  an  entry  indicative  of  his  importance  in  the  community.  In  the  same 
year  he  and  his  wife  got  a  charter  of  the  shadow  half  of  Hiltoun  of  Craigie  from  John, 
Abbot  of  Lindores,  9  Oct.  1535,  confirmed  to  them  under  the  Great  Seal  10  Feb.  1539 
(R.P.S.  6;  G.S.R.  26);  and  this  land  is  named  as  a  boundary  in  the  following  year, 
30  Aug.  1540  (D.C.  21). J  They  also  got  from  Patrick,  Lord  Gray  a  charter  of  the  mains 
of  Huntlie,  in  the  barony  of  Foulis,  co.  Perth,  13  June  1542,  confirmed  under  the 
Great  Seal  8  Aug.  in  that  year  (R.P.S.  7  ;  G.S.R.  30).  He  was  at  one  time  engaged 
in  what  seems  to  have  been  a  family  feud  with  the  Rolloks  (ante  p.  7,  n.  3),  as  18  April 
1543  he  was  "fugitive  from  law  and  at  the  horn"  for  the  slaughter  of  David  Rollok, 
and  his  sons,  James  and  William,  and  the  rest  of  his  children,  got  a  gift  of  the  escheat 
of  his  goods  (R.P.S.  10),  while  there  is  another  gift  to  Patrick,  Lord  Gray,  of  the  escheat 
of  his  goods  on  6  April  in  the  same  year  (R.P.S.  11).  The  matter  soon  blew  over,  for  by  25 
Sept.  following,  he  and  his  accomplices  were  all  respited  in  respect  of  it  (ib.  13).  The  gap  in 
the  Dundee  records  then  prevents  our  hearing  of  him  for  a  time,  but  he  can  have  been  under 
no  ban  when  his  name  again  arises.  In  1550  (Feb.  11)  he  got  a  letter  under  the  Privy  Seal 
appointing  him  "  clerk  of  the  coket  "  in  Dundee,  and  "  searcher  of  all  goods,"  an  office  which 
in  later  years  was  held  by  his  son  James  (R.P.S.  18,  23).2  He  is  called  "  elder"  5-8  June 
155 1  (D.B.R.  28  c),  and  is  nominated  on  the  Council  23  Sept.  (ib.  29  a).  In  the  next  month, 
6  Oct.,  he,  "  elder,"  sells  his  mansion  to  the  town  for  £90,  and  accepts  payment,  20  Oct.,  in 
the  form  of  six  burgess-ships  (ib.  22  b,  32).  Once  more,  5  May  1552,  he  is  called  "  elder," 
when  his  payment  for  420  barrels  of  beer  is  duly  recorded  (ib.  35).  In  this  year  he  added  to 
his  Craigie  property  by  the  acquisition  from  Patrick,  Lord  Gray,  of  one-third  of  the  Hiltoun 
of  Wester  Craigie,  the  charter  to  himself  and  his  wife  being  confirmed  under  the  Great  Seal 
8  Aug.  (R.P.S.  20  ;  G.S.R.  31),s  and  we  find  him  designed  "  elder,  of  Cragy"  (D.B.R.  40,  43). 
In  the  next  year  he  got  once  more  into  trouble  for  violence  and  for  having  (in  modern 
parlance)  "  obstructed  the  police  in  the  execution  of  their  duty."  He  and  his  two  sous  were 
charged  with  having  "  troubled  and  hurt  Robert  Merschell,  officer  of  the  burgh,  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty,"  and  although  he,  on  referring  himself  "  to  God  and  a  good  assize  "  at 
Dundee,  w7as  acquitted  3  Nov.,  his  sons  were  convicted  (D.B.R.  45),  and  he  does  not  seem 
to  have  been  quite  cleared,  as  he  thought  it  well  to  get  a  remission,  14  Dec,  for  both  him- 
self and  his  sons  under  the  Privy  Seal  (R.P.S.  21 ).  His  property  of  the  Mains  of  Huntly 
is  mentioned  13  Nov.  1554  (P.B.N.  1),  and  his  Murraygait  lands,  Oct.  1555,  and  17  March 
1558  (D.B.R.  61  a;  D.P.B.  92).  He  is,  I  think,  the  David  Wedderburn,  co-owner  of  the 
ship  James,  named  25  May  1552,  16  Dec.  1555  (D.BR.  36,  58,  61  c).  His  position  in 
Dundee  is  best  shown,  perhaps,  by  the  fact  that  it  was  in  his  house  of  Craigie  that  the 
Council  deposited  the  Church  plate  of  the  burgh  in  time  of  war.  Thus,  12  Aug.  1557,  "  the 
council  and  communitie  hes  receivit  fra  the  hands  of  David  Wedderburn  of  Craigie  thir 
jewels  underwritten  ...  which  David  had  in  keiping  "  (Maxwell's  Old  Dundee,  p.  128). 
He  was  defender  to  a  suit  17  Jan.  1557  (D.B.R.  72),  and  lived  to  see  his  elder  daughter 
Isobell  married  and  provided  for,  24  Dec.  1558  (D.P.B  88).  His  health  was,  however, 
failing.  On  3  April  1559  his  wife  binds  herself,  in  event  of  his  death,  to  provide 
for  his  other  daughter  on  her  marriage  (D.B.R.  86),4  and  soon  after  "  in  his  body 
hevelie  weixit  with  inlirmitie  and  yit  as  apperit  havand  perfyte  knowledge  and  memorie  " 
he  made  his  will  (D.P.B.  95).  He  died  soon  after,  as  23  Aug.  1560  his  son  James 
is  named  as  his  heir  (D.B.R.  95) ;  and  9-10  Oct.,  18  Nov.,  Helen  Lawson  is  called  his  relict 
(ib.  99, 103),  while,  16  Feb.  1560-61,  the  North  Seagait  land  of  the  late  David  and  the  North 
Murraygait  land  of  the  late  Henry  Wedderburn  are  mentioned  (l).P.B.  107).  Other 
references  to  him  may  be  found  in  connection  with  his  son  James  (D.B.R.  112  ;  R.P.C.  25) 

1  Mr.  A.  C.  Lamb  in  his  Dundee  (p.  59)  says  that  a  portion  of  Craigie  belonged  to  a  David  Wedderburn 
in  1480  and  that  in  1540  another  David  so  held  it,  but  I  find  no  authority  for  the  statement 
as  to  1480. 

-  He  is  not  designed  "elder  "  or  "  of  Craigie,"  &c,  in  this  entry,  but  I  make  no  doubt  it  refers  to  him 
No  other  David  Wedderburn  is  mentioned  in  the  Register  of  the  Privy  Seal,  1539-60. 

3  Robert  Rollok  in  Muirhouse  seems  to  have  redeemed  this  "  one-third  of  Cragy  "  from  David  and  his  wife 

by  a  payment  of  1,250  merks.     See  the  recital  in  a  letter  of  tack,  registered  12  April  1563  (D.P.B.  56). 

4  She  is  called  "  spous  "  not  "  relict "  in  this  entry,  so  that  though  his  "  deceis  "  is  referred  to,  it  was 

contemplated  only,  and  had  not  yet  occurred. 

I 
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Part  I.       and  many  decades  later,  7  Jan.  1684,  there  is  a  reference  to  the  Murraygait  land  once  his, 
Chap.  in.  and  ]ater  that  of  the  L0WS0nes  (s.W.  462).1     He  married  twice  :— 

i.  Cristina  Jameson,  who  is  named  as  his  wife  9  May  1528,  when  she  consents  to  her 
husband  alienating  some  North  Murraygait  land  to  Henry  Wedderburn  (D.P.B.  26), 
and  7  Dec.  1532  when  she  again  agrees  to  his  resignation  of  an  annual  rent  out  of  that 
property,  and  her  husband  settles  two  North  Welgait  lands  on  himself,  his  wife,  and  their 
heirs  (ib.  49).  This  last  transaction  is  registered  in  the  Reg.  Episc.  Bvech.,-  and  in  that 
record  of  it  David  is  expressly  called  "  elder,"  so  that  we  are  able  to  certainly  identify 
him  with  the  husband  of  Cristina  Janeson.  She  must  have  died  soon  after,  as  in  July 
1534  David  was  the  father  of  a  son  by  another  wife.  The  fashion  of  the  time  seems  to 
have  favoured  immediate  remarriage.3     She  had  issue  one  daughter, 

Isobell  Wedderburn4  [  1 530 1 — 1 585  ?]  m.  1558  Alexander  Kyd.     She  is  first  named 

22  Dec.  1558,  when  her  husband  settles  a  North  Marketgait  property  on  himself  and 

her  and  their  issue  (D.P.B.  87).     Two  days  later,  24  Dec  ,  her  father  acknowledged 

that  the  terms  of  her  marriage  contract  had  been  duly  fulfilled  (ib.  88).     She  and 

her  husband  are  subsequently  mentioned  30  June  1569  (D.P.B.  144),  20July,  11  Aug. 

1574  (ib.  165  a) ;  19  May  1578  (ib.  207  e).     An  Isobell  Wedderburn,  not  designed, 

who  is  a  witness  5  Aug.  1578  (D.B.R.  241  c),  and  who  is  named  as  owning  a  house 

19-24  May  1581  (ib.  260  a),  is  no  doubt  she.     She  and  her  husband  and  their  son, 

Alexander,  are  named  22  May  1581   (D.P.B.  213  d),   3  July  and  19  Sept.  1584  (ib. 

239,  246).     She  died  between  then  and  9  April  1586,  when  her  son  John  discharges 

his  father  of  all  that  is  due  to  him  through  the  death  of  his  mother  (D.B.R.  278). 

ii.  Helen  Lawson,5  first  named  30  July  1534,  when  she  consents  to  the  settlement 

of  a  South  Seagait  land  on  their  son  James  (D.P.B.  52).     She  is  also  mentioned  in  the 

charters  of  Craigie  and  the  mains  of  Huntlie  already  dealt  with  (R.P.S.  6,  7,  20;  G.S.R., 

26,  30,  31).     There  are  a  few  separate  references  to  her,  e.g.,  19  July  1557,  when  she  was 

party  to  an  arbitration  (D.B.R.  74),  and,  3  April  1 559,  when  she  bound  herself  to  provide  for 

her  daughter  Magdalen  (ib.  86).     By  her,  who  survived  her  husband  and  was  living  his 

relict  as  late  as  20  April  1568  (D.P.B.  149  cp. ;  D.B.R.  147),  David  Wedderburn  had  issue 

two  sons  and  two  daughters3  : — ■ 

1.  James  Wedderburn  of  Craigie.     See  post,  p.  60. 

2.  William  Wedderburn6  [1536? — 1595?].     He  is  first  named  18  April  1543  in  the 

gift  to  him  and  his  brother  of  the  escheat  of  their  father's  goods  (R.P.S.  10),  after 
which  there  is  no  mention  of  him  until  5  May  1552,  when  he  witnesses  a  receipt 
signed  by  his  father  (D  B.R.  35).  He  was  concerned  with  his  father  and  brother 
in  a  breach  of  the  burgh  laws,  and  in  the  assault  on  Robert  Merschell,  already 
mentioned,  was  convicted  30  Oct.,  3  Nov.  1553  (D.B.R.  45),  but  got  a  remission 
on  14  Dec.  following  (R.P.S.  21).  He  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee,  15  Nov.  1554, 
six  years  before  his  elder  brother,  James  (ib.  20).  In  one  place,  16  Nov.  1554,  he 
is  called  "  out-reddar  "  of  his  father's  ship  the  James  (D.B.R.  58),  but  the  other 
references  to  him  in  the  Dundee  records  during  his  father's  life  are  slight.7  In 
1560,  Oct.   4,  he  was  a  councillor  of  the  burgh  (D.B.R.   97),  and  in  that  year, 

'  See  also  D.B.R.  237,  where,  25  Nov.  1577,  the  lands  of  uraquhile  David  Wedderburn  in  South  Murraygait 
are  mentioned,  and  compare  the  rent  roll  of  15S2  (post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  199,  n.) 

-  Reg.  Episc.  Brech.  (Bann.  Club.  Aberd.  1856),  p.  185-86.  "  Cristina  Jameson,  wife  of  David  Wedderburn, 
elder,  appears  before  James  Wedderburn,  bailie  of  Dundee,  and  consents  to  her  husband's  resignation 
of  the  said  lauds  to  James  Spens."     Henry  Wedderburn's  lands  are  named. 

3  See  post  Part  II.,  chap,  i,  how  Kobert  (third  son  of  Alexander,  the  clerk,  and  Janet  Myln),  married 

three  wives  in  less  than  four  years,  1589-92. 

4  She  certainly  had  no  male  issue,  as  James,  who  was  his  father's  heir,  was  clearly  the  son  of  the  second 

marriage.     See  below.     As,   however,   that  David's   daughter  Isobell  m.  in    1558,    and  was  born, 
therefore,  not  later  than  1530,  and  as  she  is  named  as  the  daughter  of  David  Wedderburn,  but  never 
as  the  daughter  of  Helen  Lawson,  it  would  seem  that  she  was  the  only  child  of  his  first  marriage. 
6  Douglas  and  others,  say  that  she  was  "  daughter  of  Robert  Lawson  of  Humbie,"  but  on  what  authority  I 
know  not,  and  the  chances  are  they  are  wrong. 

6  Synopsis  of  references.     D.C.  27 ;  D.L.B.  17  ;  D.P.B.  71,  88,  95,  97,  220  a,  224,  292  a,  299,  331,  377, 

480  ;  D.B.R.  35,  45,  58,  71,  81,  83,  97,  99,  102  b  d,  103,  104,  135  bd,  166  a,  176  c,  179,  183,  238,  263, 
316  ;  R.P.C.  5,  10  ;  R.P.S.  10,  21. 

7  Thus,  1557,  Jan.  12-30,  procurator,  &e.  (D.B.R.  71) ;  1558,  June  27,  on  an  inquest  (ib.  81  a)  ;  July  1, 

assoilzied  from  a  claim  by  James  Rollok  re  "  the  custom  of  his  salmon  "  (ib.  81  b)  ;  July  5,  decerned 
to  pay  a  sum  to  the  skipper  of  the  "  James  "  (ib.  81c);  July  6,  nominated  an  arbitrator  (ib.  81  d)  ; 
Nov.  17,  cautioner(t&.  83)  ;  Dec.  24,  witness  to  a  document  re  the  marriage  contract  of  his  sister  Isobell 
(D.P.B.  88)  ;  1559,  June  25,  witnesses  a  charter  (D.C.  27)  ;  Sept.  12,  witnesses  a  disposition  (D.P.B.  97). 
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5,  18  Nov.,  is  occasionally  named  as  serving  on  inquests  for  the  retour  of  heirs,  &c.  Part  I. 
lib.  102  b,  104).  After  his  father's  death,  he  had  a  suit  with  his  mother,  mentioned  chaP-  m- 
9-10  Oct.  1560  (ib.  99),  which  they  referred  to  arbitration  18  Nov.  (ib.  103),  and 
he  is  expressly  entered  her  second  son  in  the  submission  (ib.).1  He  also  had  a  long 
litigation  with  his  brother  James.  This  is  first  mentioned  7  July  1568,  when 
James  filed  his  claim  (D.B.R.  166  a),  and  again,  3  June  1569,  when  James  got  a 
decree  (ib.  176  c).  William,  however,  had  a  judgment  against  him,  as  25  July 
1569  they  both  appeared  before  the  Privy  Council  "anent  a  decree  for  payment 
of  certain  moneys  by  James  to  William"  (R.P.C.  5).  Some  of  the  money  was 
still  due  14  Oct.,  when  James  came  before  the  bailies  of  Dundee  and  "  desyrit  to 
have  access  to  his  brother  William  that  he  might  dely  ver  to  him  200  merks  " 
pursuant  to  the  decree  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  there  is  yet  another  entry,  of 
about  this  date,  when  both  brothers  appear  "  in  the  reuestrie  of  the  paroche  kirk," 
and  James  offers  William  200  merks  in  satisfaction  of  a  judgment.  William, 
however,  refuses  the  money,  whereupon  James,  seeing  that  William  "  wes  nather 
ydeot  nor  foole,"  protests,  while  William's  wife  also  seems  to  have  disapproved  of 
his  refusal,  as  she  also  protests  that  William's  refusal  shall  not  prejudice  her  or  her 
bairnis  (D.P.B.  71).  Finally,  20  Feb.  1570,  the  two  brothers  submitted  to 
arbitration  (D.B.R.  1 83),  but  with  no  immediate  result,  for  even  after  the  death  of 
James  we  find  William  and  his  wife  still  suing  the  widow  of  James  in  an  action 
mentioned  17  Jan.  1578  (R.P.C.  10).  William  is  last  named  as  living  6  Jan.  1593 
(D.P.B.  292  a),  and  first  named  as  dend  1  April  1597,  when  his  wife  is  called  his 
"  relict"  (ib.  316).  He  died  therefore  1593-97.  His  lands  in  South  Murraygait  are 
occasionally  mentioned  as  boundaries,  both  before  and  after  his  death  (ib.  299,  331). 
He  married  not  long  before  4  June  1559,  the  date  of  his  father's  will,  in  which 
he  is  left  legacies  to  complete  his  marriage  contract  with  her  (D.P.B.  95), 
Margaret  Rollok,2  and  by  her,  who  survived  him,  but  the  date  of  whose  death 
is  not  ascertained,  had  issue  two  sons  and  a  daughter  : — 

1.  James  Wedderburn.     He  is  named  4  Feb    1583  as  son  and  heir  to  his 

father,  when  his  cousin,  John  of  Craigie,  resigns  in  his  favour  part  of  his 
South  Murraygait  lands.  In  this  entry  he  is  called  "  mariner  "  (D.P.B.  224) ; 
as  he  is  again,  10  April  1583,  when  James  Wedderburn,  mariner,  is  surety 
for  James  Kyd  (D.B.R.  vol.  1 6  s.d.).3  He  is  also  named  8  March  1583,  when 
he  and  his  mother  nominate  arbitrators  in  a  dispute  between  them  (D.B.R. 
263).  From  the  entries  relating  to  the  descendants  of  his  sister  Magdalen, 
it  seems  clear  that  he  d.s.p. 

2.  William  Wedderburn.      He  is   named   but   once,    28   Nov.   1577,  when 

Margaret  Rollok,  spouse  of  William  Wedderburn,  binds  her  son,  William 
Wedderburn,  to  Robert  Anderson,  mariner,  for  five  years  (D.B.R.  238).     He 
,       also  must  have  d.s.p. 

Magdalen  Wedderburn.  She  is  named  6  Jan.  1593,  when  her  cousin  John 
settles  his  North  Seagait  land  on  her  and  her  husband,  William  Myln, 
subject  to  the  life  rent  of  William  Wedderburn  and  Margaret  Rollok 
(D.P.B.  292  a).  She  is  not  called  their  daughter  in  this  entry,  but  1  April 
1597  we  find  Margaret  Rollok,  then  a  widow,  becoming  surety  for  William 
Myln,  no  doubt  her  son-in-law  (D.B.R.  316),  and  that  William  Wedderburn 
and  his  wife  had  a  daughter  Magdalen  is  clear  from  an  entry  of  20  Sept.  1 654, 
when  John  Mitchell  gets  sasine  of  a  North  Seagait  land,  once  belonging  to 
William  Wedderburn,  and  Magdalen  Wedderburn,  his  daughter,  then  to 
William  Henderson,  her  son,  and  then  to  Dr.  Thomas  Maull  (D.P.B.  480). 
Yet  one  more  reference  records,  1610,  a  sasine  (D.P.B.  377)  "  pro  Joanne 
Mitchell,  Magdalene  Wedderburn  et  filio,"  by  which  John  Mitchell  is  entered 
in  a  North  Seagait  land  as  grandson  and  one  of  the  heirs  of  the  late 
William  Wedderburn,  and  thereupon  resigns  it  to  William  Henderson,  son 
of  Magdalen  Wedderburn.  From  the  above  entries  it  seems  that  Magdalen 
He  is  also  called  his  father's  second  son  (D.P.B.  95).     There  are  other  decrees  naming  him  21  Feb.  10, 

19  May  1564  (D  B.R.  135  b,d). 
She  is  often  named  in  his  litigation  with   his  brother,   e.g,  25  July  1569  (R.P.C.  5)  ;  20  Feb.  1570 
(D.B.R.  183);  17  Jan.  1578  (R.P.C.  10) ;  as  nominating  arbitrators  8  March  1583  (D.B.R.  263)  ; 
as  grantee  of  a  bond  11  April  1583  (D.P.B.  220). 
Orig.  MS.    This  reference  is  omitted  in  vol.  ii. 
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Parti.  Wedderburn  married  tin  ice.  i.  Before  1593,  William  ATy In  ;  ii.  —  Mitchell; 

Chap.  III.  ancj  — _  Henderson,  although  it  is  possible  that  the  John  Mitchell, 

named  as  a  grandson  of  William  Wedderburn  in  1610,  was  the  son  of  another 
daughter  of  William  Wedderburn,  whose  name  is  not  known.  In  any  case, 
the  fact  that  the  children  of  his  daughters  are  his  heirs  makes  it  clear 
that  the  male  line  of  William  Wedderburn  and  Margaret  Rollok  had  failed, 
a  fact  corroborated  by  the  complete  absence  from  the  Dundee  Records  of 
any  reference  to  any  such  descendants. 
The  daughter  of  David  Wedderburn  and  Helen  Lawson, 

Magdalen  Wedderburn  [1542? — 1611?],  is  first  named  3  April  1559,  when 
her  mother  Helen  Lawson  binds  herself  to  pay  her  400  merks  in  discharge  of  her 
"  all  maner  of  legacies  bairnis  pairt  of  guid  ...  quhoe  soune  the  said  Magdalane  freinds 
thinks  expedient  that  scho  be  mariet  with  ane  partie  acgrieball  "  (D.B.R.  86).  He 
was  soon  found  in  one  Marie  Barrie  (son  and  heir  of  William  Barrie  and  Margaret 
Scrymgeour),1  who  is  named  as  making  a  settlement  on  himself  and  her,  as  his 
wife,  4  June  1560  (D.P.B.  100).  They  are  named  again  18  Aug.  1560  (ib.  103), 
24  Nov.  1562  (ib.  112  6),  29  May  1564  (ib.  117),  21  Aug.  1565  (ib.  122,  128). 
The  tocher  of  Magdalen  seems  to  have  been  slowly  paid,  as  she  and  her  husband  do 
not  discharge  her  mother  of  it  until  20  April  1568  (ib.  149).  They  are  named  again 
10  June  1570  (ib.  150)  and  24  Aug.  1571,  in  regard  to  a  contract  between  them  and 
John  Coustoun,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  (D.B.R.  198).  Magdalen  is 
named  alone  IS  May  1573  (ib.  208),  but  it  does  not  appear  if  she  was  then  a  widow. 
Her  husband  was  certainly  dead  before  18  Nov.  1579,  when  she  is  named  as 
his  relict  (ib.  251  b).  After  this  she  seems  to  have  litigation  with  John  Coustoun  and 
his  wife  in  regard  to  a  property  called  the  "  Ladie  Warkstairs,"  of  which  she  was 
life-rentrix  (D.P.B.  198;  D.B.R.  256,  258).  She  is  named  in  1581  (ib.  260a)  and  1583 
(ib.  269),  and  9  June  1585  (D.B.R.,  vol.  xvi.  s  d.),2  but  the  date  of  her  death  is  not 
known.  She  seems  to  have  been  living  30  March  1611,  when  she  made  a  contract 
with  the  Coustouns  in  regard  to  the  Lady  Warkstairs'  property  (D.B.R.  385),  but 
as  her  husband  is  also  named  as  living  in  this  entry  the  accuracy  of  its  dates  is 
doubtful.  She  had  issue  two  sons,  William  and  John  Barrie,  who  are  occasionally 
named  in  the  Dundee  Records.3 

James  Wedderburn,  of  Craigie4  [1534  ?— 1575],  eldest  son  of  David  Wedderburn 
in  the  Murraygait  and  Helen  Lawson,5  is  first  named,  probably  when  still  very  young, 
30  July  1534,  in  a  settlement  on  him  by  his  parents  of  a  South  Seagait  land  (D.P.B.  52). 
The  next  reference  to  him  is  nine  years  later,  18  April  1543,  when  he  and  his  brother 
William  get  a  gift  of  the  escheat  of  the  goods  of  their  father,  who  was  then  "at  the  horn  " 
(R.P.S.  10).  Through  the  loss  of  a  volume  of  the  Dundee  Protocol  Books,  we  have  no 
further  notices  of  him  for  another  ten  years,  after  which  we  find  him  frequently  mentioned. 
The  charge,  30  Oct.,  3  Nov.  1553,  against  him,  his  brother  and  their  father  for  the 
"  violent  deforcement  on  forethought  felony  "  of  Robert  Merschell,  and  the  remission  to 
them  all,  14  Dec,  in  respect  of  it  (D.B.R.  45  ;  R.P.S.  21)  have  been  already  dealt  with 
(ante  p.  57),  as  has  the  mention  of  him,  4  June  1559,  in  his  father's  will  (D.P.B.  95). 

He  was  not  admitted  a  burgess  till  1 1  Oct.  1560  (D.L.B.  20),  some  six  years  after  his 
vounger  brother,  but  immediately  on  his  admission  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of 
the  burgh.     Thus  he  is  named  as  councillor  27  Feb.,  6,  11  Oct.  1561  (D.B.R.  106  and 

1  See  in  orig.  D.P.B.,  vol.  283,  fol.  83  and  241  fol  4052  ;  also  vol.  241,  fol.  1062,  where  Mark  is  called  great 
grandson  of  Andrew  Barrie.  Mr.  A.  C.  Lamb  in  his  Dundee  (xxii.  ab)  says  that  Mark  Barrie  was 
cousin  to  Magdalen  Wedderburn,  and  that  she  was  consequently  sister  of  Mr.  Robert  Wedderburn, 
Vicar  of  Dundee.  I  find  no  evidence  of  the  first  of  these  statements,  and  the  second  is  altogether 
mistaken. 

-  Orig.  MS.,  omitted  in  vol.  ii.  See  also  D.B.R.  252,  where,  27  May  1580.  some  defenders  are  decerned  to 
remove  from  her  house,  and  ib.  322  6,  where,  5  May  1598,  there  is  another  decree  for  her. 

3  See  D.P.B.  vol.  238,  fol,  209  ;  vol.  241,  fol.  1044,  2038,  in  orig.  M.S.,  not  given  in  vol.  ii. 

4  Synopsis  of  references.     D.C.  28  ;  D.L.B.  20  ;  D.P.B.   52,  59,  60,  61,  67,  71,  73,  95,  97,  115,  117, 121, 

130  6.  132,  134,  141  c,  142  6  c,  146,  149,  153  c,  212  a,  224,  248,  244,  446  ;  D.B.R.  45,  65,  67,  72,  87, 
91,  95,  90,101,  ]02  c,  106,  111,  112  a  b,  115  a  6,  118  a,  124  a,  126,  140,  143,  147,  148  6  c,  152 d,  153, 
155a6f,  159,  163,  166,  168,  173,  176c,  177c,  178,  179,  183,  199,  200,  207,  210aa',222  6,  223,  233, 
235,  245  ;  and  vol.  i  a  ;  D.C.B.  1  c  ;  D.T.G.  10  6  ;  G.S.R.  51,  64  ;  R.P.C.  1-5,  8,  10  ;  R.P.S.  10,  21,  23  ; 
F.S.  14.6,  35  ;  Ed.  T.  2. 

5  He  is  named  as  son  to  Helen  Lawson  4  Dec.  1565  (D.B.R.  147)  and  as  her  son  and  intended  executor 

20  April  1568  (D.P.B.  149). 
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vol.i.a;  D.C.B.  lc);  bailie,  7,  9  Oct.,  11,  19  Nov.  1566(D.P.B.  132,  134;  D.B.R.  152,  153(f);  Parti. 
magistrate,  7  Oct.  1567  {ib.  155  b) ;  councillor.  27  Sept.,  4  Oct.  1568(D.T.G.  10  6;  D.B.R.  chaP-  IIX- 
168);  on  assize,  2  Sept.,  3  Oct.  1569  {ib.  177c,  178);  bailie,  6  July  1571  (D.P.B.  153), 
and  again  2,  6  Oct.  1571  "James  AVedderbum  of  Cragy  "  is  named  as  on  the  council 
(D.B.R.  200).  He  is  also  referred  to  as  claiming,  together  with  other  burgesses,  relief 
from  a  fine  imposed  on  the  town  22  Dec.  1567  (R.P.O.  3),  and,  9  Jan.  1568,  as  amongst 
those  "  who  were  in  Edinburgh  at  the  time  of  the  late  tumult  "  between  the  inhabitants  of 
Perth  and  Dundee,  and  are  now  acquitted  and  allowed' to  "  frelie  depart  hame"  {ib.  4). 

He  was  for  many  years  "coqueter"  or  "clerk  of  the  cocket"  of  Dundee,  an  office 
which  gave  him  the  control  of  the  customs  of  the  burgh,  and  the  right  to  order  the 
searching  of  vessels  coming  to  its  port.  Thus,  27  Aug.  1560,  he,  as  coqueter,  sued  David 
Gardyn  (D.B.R.  96);  and,  II  Jan.  1563,  as  "coqueter  and  searcher  under  our  Soverane 
Lady,"  he  applies  to  the  council  for  help  in  searching  a  ship  (ib.  126).  On  one  occasion  he 
seems  to  have  been  over  zealous  in  seizing  part  of  the  cargo  of  a  Dutch  vessel,  commanded 
by  one  Simon  Clouston,  and  was  ordered  both  by  the  bailies  of  Dundee  and  by  the  Lords 
of  the  Privy  Council,  27  Nov.,  3  Dec.  1564,  to  return  what  he  had  seized  (D.B.R.  140; 
R.P.C.  1).  He  is  again  named  as  coqueter  16  March  1565,  7  March  1567  (D.B.R.  143, 
155  a).  On  auother  occasion  some  years  later,  6  June  1 567,  he  was  again  before  the  Privy 
Council  on  the  complaint  of  Henry  Nauchtie,  of  Kirkwall  in  Orkney,  for  having  seized 
Nauchtie's  ship  "under  silence  of  nycht,"  and  on  his  not  appearing,  although  summoned, 
he  was  denounced  rebell  and  put  to  the  horn,  and  his  goods  escheated  for  his  "  contemp- 
tioun  "  (R.P.C.  2).  We  do  not  hear  of  him  again  as  "coqueter"  for  some  years,  but 
25  March  1575  there  is  a  formal  letter  from  the  King,  registered  under  the  Privy  Seal, 
constituting  him  "  clerk  of  our  sovereign  lord's  cocquet  of  Dundee,"  with  power  to  appoint 
his  own  deputies,  and  custody  of  the  cocquet  seal  (R.P.S.  23),  and  he  is  at  once  named  as 
holding  this  office  in  the  Register  of  the  Privy  Council,  27  March  1575  (R.P.C.  8),  although 
as  he  died  in  the  following  September  he  did  not  live  long  to  exercise  it. 

He  is  mentioned  in  various  legal  proceedings.  Thus,  12  June  1560,  Andro  Sands  sues 
him  for  having  seized  Sands'  artailzerie  (D.B.R,  91) ;  23  Aug.,  he  produces  for  registration  a 
receipt  by  Jacob  Loheid  of  Dantzig  {ib.  95  ;  16  Dec.  1562,  he  refers  a  matter  to  arbitration 
{ib.  124  a);  12-26  May,  he  has  an  action  v.  James  Bonar  of  Rosse  {ib.  163) ;  17  Nov.  1567,  he 
gets  a  decree  for  a  boat  (D.B.R.  155/) ;  Feb.-April.  1569,  he  sues  v.  John  Coustoune  {ib. 
173),  and  16  May  1573,  he  is  named  as  getting  a  decree  {ib.  207)  His  principal  litigation 
•was  with  his  brother,  1568-70,  in  the  account  of  whom  it  has  been  already  dealt  with 
(ante  pp.  58-59  and  D.P.B.  71  ;  D  B.R.  166,  176  c,  179,  183  ;  R.P.C.  5, 10).1  In  one  of  the 
decrees,  25  July  1569,  in  this  proceeding  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council  have  "respect 
to  the  said  James'  faithfull  service  in  his  Grace's  affairs  and  common  weill  of  the 
realme  "  (R.P.C.  5). 

He  is,  of  course,  often  named  in  regard  to  his  lands  in  and  out  of  Dundee,  and  also 
as  the  owner  of  various  ships.  Thus  he  is  mentioned  more  than  once  in  connection  with 
his  father's  ship,  the  "James,"  e.g.,  21  May,  5,  22  June  1556  (D.B.R.  65,  67),  and  also  as 
part  owner  of  the  "  Primrose  "  and  the  "  Nightingale,"  31  July  1559,  25  Feb.,  12,  31  Aug. 
1562  (D.B.R.  87,  111,  115  a  6).  We  have  seen  that  his  parents  settled  a  Seagait  land  on 
him  in  1534,  and  this  land  is  named  as  his  11  Oct.  1560  (D.B.R.  101). 2  We  also  find 
him  "  bidding  for  the  Weyhouse  "  17  Nov.  following  {ib.  102).  On  27  Feb.  1562  he  claims 
that  he  and  his  father  David  had  possession  "divers  zeirs  bygane"  of  S.  John's  Kirkyard, 
and,  6  March,  it  is  set  to  him  for  three  years  (D.B.R.  112  a  b).3  He  must  also  have  laid 
claim  to  the  rents  of  Sir  Thomas  Wedderburn  for  there  is  a  decree,  19  March  1568,  to  the 
effect  that  neither  he  nor  Robert  Wedderburn,  younger  (post  p.  72,  n3),  have  any  title  to 

Minor  references  to  him  are  common,  1557,  Jan.  19,  he  appears  for  his  father  in  a  suit  (D.R.B.  72) ; 
1559,  Sept,  12,  witness  (D.P.B.  97)  ;  1561,  Aug.  21,  witness  (D.C.  28)  ;  1562,  Oct.  19,  named  (D.B.R. 
US  a) :  1561,  April  26,  May  29  ;  1565,  May  23,  witness  (D.P.B.  115, 117, 121) ;  1566,  Jan.  14,  decreet 
of  poyndiug  and  bond  in  his  favour  (D.B.R.  148  6.  c)  ;  June  17,  burgess,  witness  (D.P.B.  130  b)  ; 
1567,' May  5,  witness  (D.P.B.  67)  ;  1568,  March  19,  decree  v.  him  (D.B.R.  159)  ;  July  10,  witness 
(D.P.B.  141  c)  ;  1569,  June  2,  Dec.  9,  witness  (ib.  142  c,  146)  ;  1571,  Jan.  17,  burgess,  witness  (ib.  59)  ; 
1571,  Sept.  17,  named  (D.B.R.  1991  ;  1574,  Feb.  24,  26,  named  (ib.  210  a). 

2  There  was  at  one  time  another  James  Wedderburn  in  North  Seagait,  viz.,  the  son  of  Robert  Wedderburn 

and  Janet  Forrester  (see  post  p.  69) ;  who  is  named  as  deceased  1554-56  (D.B.R.  xii,  post  vol.  ii,  274) 
8  Jan.  1565,  28  May,  1569, 12  Jan.  1579  (D.P.B.  142  b,  D.B.R.  141,  245)  and  3  Feb.  1580  (D.P.B.  212  o). 

3  He  covenants  to  pay  the  rent  by  John  Wedderburn,  "his  tutor,"  i.e.,  cautioner  or  surety,  for  he  was 

long  past  the  age  of  tutelage. 
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Part  i.       them  (D.B.R.  159).     His  lands  of  Craigie  are  named  18  Jan.  1569,  17  and  18  March  1571 

Chap.      .  ppj>   go,  61,  73),  and  there  is  an  entry,  3  May  1574,  when  he  grants  himself  to  have 

received  all  the  burgess-ships  due  to  him  (D.B.R.  210  d).     He  is  last  named  in  the  will 

(13  Aug.  1574)  of  Thomas  Wedderburn  in  Leith,  who  appoints  him  one  of  those  who  are 

to  see  that  his  daughter  gets  her  patrimony  duly  paid  to  her  (Ed.T.  1). 

He  died  in  Sept.  1575,  as  is  stated  in  the  confirmation  of  his  will  which  was  granted 
at  Edinburgh  13  Nov.  1577  (Ed.  T.  2).  The  will  itself  is  dated  25  Oct.  1560  and  is  given 
up  by  Margaret  Dundas,  his  relict  and  executrix.  By  it  he  appoints  his  wife  tutrix  to  his 
children  John,  Helen,  and  Elizabeth  (ib.)  There  are  occasional  references  to  him  after  his 
death  in  connection  with  his  wife,  his  children,  or  his  estate  (D.P.B.  224,  243  ;  D.B.R. 
222  b,  223,  233,  235).  The  lands  of  Craigie  are  often  named,  1595—1663,  as  "once  his  " 
(D.P.B.  446  ;  G.S.R.  51,  64  ;  F.S.  14  b,  35  ;  and  see  post  p.  63,  n.  6). 

He  had  married  Margaret  Dundas,1  who  is  occasionally  named  with  him  in  respect 
of  Craigie,  e.g.,  18  Jan.  1569,  17-18  March  1571  (D.P.B.  60,  61,  73)  and  as  his  relict 
(D.B.R.  222  b,  223  ;  Ed.  T.  2).  By  her,  who  survived  him  and  married  secondly,  before 
August  1577,  William  Fotheringhame  (D.B.R.  235  ;  R.P.C.  10)  and  was  living  in  1584 
(D.P.B.  244)  he  had  issue  two  sous  and  three  daughters  : — 

1.  John  Wedderburn,  afterwards  of  Craigie.     See  below. 

2.  Walter  Wedderburn2  [15G2  ? — 16041],  born  after  25  Oct.  1560,  as  there  is  no 

mention  of  him  in  his  father's  will  of  that  date  (Ed.T.  2).  Named  with  his  brother 
and  sisters  in  the  decree  of  an  edict  of  curatory  to  them  23  Jan.,  10  Feb.  1576 
(D.B.R.  223),  and  sometimes  as  a  witness  from  1583  on  (D.P.B.  219  a,  305,  346). 
On  26  Oct.  1594  there  is  a  decree  for  James  Wedderburn  as  his  assignee  (D.B.R. 
297f);  30  Oct.  1595,  a  decree  in  his  favour  (ib.  902  b)  and  4  Dec.  in  the  same  year 
he  gets  a  bond  for  £350  from  his  brother  John  (ib.  302  e)  which  he  afterwards, 
25  March  1602,  assigned  to  John  Wedderburn  of  Abirbrothrie  for  an  annual  rent 
out  of  his  lands  (ib.  342).3  This  is  the  last  mention  of  him  as  living,  and  he  died 
between  then  and  15  April  1605  when  he  is  first  named  as  deceased  (D.B.R.  354  a). 
He  is,  presumably,  to  be  identified  with  a  Walter  Wedderburn  who  married  before 
1590  Marjorie  Bruce,  relict  of  David  Bruce  of  Lynmylne,  and  occupied  lands  in  the 
parish  of  Clackmannan  (R.A.D.  38)  but  he  certainly  died  s.p.,  as  15  April  1605 
there  is  an  inquest  for  the  retour  of  his  niece  Elizabeth,  only  child  of  his  brother 
John,4  as  heir  to  him  at  Dundee  (B.B.R.  354  a,  355)  and  8  Nov.,  8  Dec.  1616  she 
is  so  retoured  to  him  both  at  Dundee  and  at  Edinburgh  (D.B.R.  397,  R.H.  19) ; 
and 

1.  Helen  Wedderburn,  born  before  1560,  as  she  is  named  in  her  father's  will  (ut  sup), 

but  was  under  age  in  1576  as  she  was  then  needing  curators  (D.B.R.  223).  There 
is  a  decree  in  favour  of  her  and  her  sister  Elizabeth,  28  March  1 582  (ib.  261  a).  It 
is  probably  she  who  is  named  19  May  1592  with  one  Thomas  Wyllie  (D.B.R.  xvii. 
s.d.  orig.  MS.),  and  16  July  1 595  (ib.  xviii.  s.d.).5  There  is  no  evidence  of  her  having 
married,  and  if  an  entry,  1635-36,  of  the  mortcloth  dues  of  a  "  Helen  Wedderburn," 
not  described  as  either  wife  or  relict,  refers  to  her,  as  probably  it  does,  she  would 
seem  to  have  remained  single  (D.M.D.  1). 

2.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  born  before  1560,  and  named  both  in  her  father's  will  and  in 

the  above  mentioned  edict  of  curatory  of  1576,  and  decree  of  1582  (ut  sup).  There 
is,  31  March  1585,  a  decree  in  favour  of  Bessie  Wedderburn,  relict  of  John  Lawsone, 
and  if  this  entry  (D.B.R.  273  c)  is  to  be  referred  to  her  she  probably  married  about 
1583,  and  was  soon  left  a  widow. 

3.  Eufame  Wedderburn,  born  after  1580,  as  her  father's  will  does  not  name  her. 

There  is  but  one  mention  of  her,  viz.,  in  the  edict  of  curatory  of  1576  (ut  sup). 
Probably  she  died  young. 

1   She  is  first  named  in  his  will  1560,  when  she  was  already  the  mother  of  three  children  (ut  sup.)  D.B.R.  235. 
-  Synopsis  of  references.     D.P.B.  219  a,  305,  346  ;  D.B.R.  223,  297  e,  302  be,  316  b,  325,  334,  338  c,  342, 

354  a,  355  ;  R.H.  19  ;  Ed.  T.  2 ;  R.A.D.  38. 
8  He  is  also  named  23  May  and  13  July  1597  (ib.  316  b,  325).     On  one  occasion  (D.B.R.  325)  he  is  called 

burgess,  but  the  "  Lockit  Buik  "  contains  no  entry  of  his  admission.     See  also  a  discharge  by  him. 

17  March  1602  (D.B.R.  338  c). 
4  He  had  been  named  as  one  of  the  nearest  of  kin  to  her  25  April  1600  (D.B.R.  334). 
6  Omitted  from  Vol.  ii. 
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John  Wedderburn1  of  Craigie  [1556? — 1599?],  eldest  son  and  heir  of  James  Part  i. 
Wedderburn  of  Craigie  and  Margaret  Dundas.  He  seems  to  have  been  bred  to  the  law,  Chap.  m 
under  his  cousin,  the  clerk,  as  it  must  be  he  who  is  referred  to  18  May  1570  as  "John 
Wedderburn,  servitor  to  Alexander  Wedderburn,  notary,"  on  an  occasion  when  he  acts  as  a 
witness  (D.P.B  176  a).  Thereafter  he  is  often  named  as  witness  together  with  the  clerk,  e.g., 
-24  Aug.  1571  (D.B.R.  198),  5  July  1572  (G.S.R.  40),  7  May  1573  (S.W.  22),  21  Aug.,  2  Nov. 
1574  (D.B.R.  211,  241/).  and  5  March  1575  (S.W.  28).2  He  is  sometimes  called  "scriba," 
e.g.,  26  Aug.  1574,  27  May  1577  (D.P.B.  185  b),  and  it  is,  thus,  probably  his  signature 
which  occurs  on  the  title  page  of  vol.  238  of  the  Dundee  Protocol  Books3  and  (1574)  at 
the  foot  of  one  of  the  pages  of  vol.  242  (D.P.B.  164),  and  again  on  the  title  page  of  vol. 
14  of  the  Burgh  and  Head  Court  Records  (post  vol.  ii,  p.  276;.4 

He  is  named  in  the  edict  of  curatory  to  himself  and  his  brothers  and  sisters  23  Jan., 
10  Feb.  1576  (D.B.R.  223),  and  a  year  later  22  March  1577,  probably  on  coming  of  age, 
was  cognosced  son  and  heir  of  umquhill  James  Wedderburn,  burgess,  and  is  entered  in 
all  his  father's  lands,  &c,  "with  all  privilege  of  a  burgess  heir"  (D.B.R.  233)  5  Soon 
after  this  he  seems  to  have  attached  himself  to  David,  Earl  of  Crawfurd,  as  there  is, 
10  Sept.  1579,  a  caution  by  David  Lindsay  of  Pyottistoun  for  the  entry  of  John  Wedder- 
burn, servant  to  the  Earl  (R.P.C.  12).  He  is  next  mentioned  4  Feb.  1583,  when  he  is 
entered  in  the  South  Murraygait  lands  of  his  grandfather  David,  and  resigns  a  part  of 
them  to  his  cousin  James  Wedderburn,  son  of  his  uncle  William  (D.P.B.  224),  while  he 
settled,  26  Sept.,  his  own  house  there  on  Margaret  Strathauchiii,  his  future  wife,  in 
implement  of  their  marriage  contract  (D.P.B.  220  b).  This  house  he  and  his  wife  resigned 
soon  after,  24  Jan.  1584,  to  Christopher  Traill  (ib.  236),  and  on  the  same  day  they  also 
resigned  one-sixth  of  their  property  of  Craigie  Hiltoun  (ib.  244).  Two  discharges  in  his 
favour  and  that  of  his  mother,  Margaret  Dundas,  are  also  registered  at  this  date  (ib.  243, 
244),  and  in  the  following  month,  14,  26  Feb.,  he,  "  portioner  of  Craigie,"  and  Richard 
Peat  are  named  as  choosing  arbiters  (D.B.R.  271  a).  He  is  also  so  designed  in  a  bond  by 
him  and  his  wife,  registered  14  Nov.  1585  (D.B.R.  275  c). 

He  seems  to  have  gradually  charged  and  disposed  of  his  Craigie  property.  On 
17  May  1589  there  is  a  sasine  or  charter  by  him,  "portioner  of  Craigie,"  with  consent  of 
Margaret  Strathauchin,  his  wife,  in  favour  of  his  cousin,  Alexander  Wedderburn,  the  clerk, 
of  an  annual-rent  out  of  Craigie  (D.P.B.  315),  and  in  the  same  year,  30  Aug.,  he,  again 
called  "  portioner  of  Craigie,"  and  with  the  like  consent,  settled  another  annual-rent 
thereout  on  his  daughter  Elizabeth  (ib.  278). 6  Another  small  charge  on  it  in  favour  of 
the  clerk  and  Helen  Ramsay,  his  wife,  was  granted  14  June  1591,  by  a  document  bearing 
the  signature  "John  Wedderburn  w'  my  hand,"  of  which  a  facsimile  will  be  found  opp. 
p.  13  of  vol.  ii.  (S.W.  75).  Two  months  later,  11  Aug.,  the  clerk  and  his  wife  acquire 
one-sixth  of  the  property  (D.P.B.  317  c),  and  subsequently,  6  Nov.  1594,  we  find  John 
Wedderburn,  with  consent  of  his  wife,  his  daughter,  and  the  clerk,  alienating  another  sixth 
part  of  Craigie  to  Sir  John  Scharp  of  Houstoun,  advocate  (S.W.  165 ;  G.S.R.  51 ).  After  this 
he  is  called  "  sometime  portioner  of  Craigie,"  e.g.,  in  a  bond  by  him  to  his  brother  Walter, 

'  Synopsis  of  References.  S.W.  22,  28,  68  a,  75,  165  ;  D.W.  lis,  20  6c  ;  D.P.B.  153  a,  157,171,  176  a,  188. 
220  6,  224,  236,  243,  244,  278,  315,  317  c,  331  ;  D.B.R.  193,  198,  211,  233,  241  f,  271  a,  275  c,  284,  286  a, 
289,  298,  302  6c  e,  306  a,  3116,328  6;  D.C.B.  11  ;  G.S.R.  40,  51,  64,107;  R.P.C.  12  ;  R.P.S.  25  ;  F.S. 
14  a  6,  35;  R.A.D.  36. 

"  See  also  D.P.B.  153  a,  157,  171,  1S8,  191  a  6,  202  a  b,  and  D.B.R.  284,  where,  12  Sept.  1590,  a  protocol  of 
the  late  Alexander  Wedderburn,  clerk,  written  by  John  Wedderburn,  his  servitor,  is  produced,  and 
a  similar  entry,  referring  to  1574,  ib.  328  6. 

3  See  also  the  title  page  bound  into  Vol.  254,  though  this  may  be  written  by  Kingennie's  son,  afterwards 
Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford. 

■*  A  decree  in  favour  of  John  Wedderburn  and  others,  19  Feb.  1571  (D.B.R.  193),  must  refer  to  him, 
though  then  a  minor.  He  is  also,  I  think,  "  my  erne  John  Wedderburn,  writer,"  named  in  David 
Wedderburn's  Compt.  Buik,  s.d.  20  March  1593  (D.W.  20  6)  ;  and  may,  perhaps,  be  the  John  Wed- 
derburn "  now  in  Inuerquiche,"  a  bond  in  whose  favour  is  registered  12  March  1596  (D.B.R.  306a). 
It  is  not  possible  to  decide  whether  the  following  entries  refer  to  him,  to  his  namesake,  the  mariner, 
or  even  to  the  son  of  Alexander  of  Pittormie  (ante  p.  46)  ;  though  probably  having  regard  to  the 
description  of  him  later,  the  first  of  them  does  refer  to  him.  1588  April  2,  John  Wedderburn  is 
convicted  of  hurting  and  wounding  David  Gardyne  to  the  effusion  of  his  blood,  and  is  fined  (D.C.B.  11); 
1589  July  24,  witness  (D.W.  lis)  ;  1590  Aug.  27,  witness  (S.W.  68  a)  ;  1595  June  13,  Nov.  19,  decree 
in  his  favour  (D.B.R.  301,  302  c)  ;  1596  Aug.  25,  another  such  decree  (D.B.R.  311  6).  See  also  D.W.  3, 
"  To  John  Wedderburn  vj  cranca  and  a  toddis  heid  and  bur." 

5  The  Lockit  Buik  contains  no  entry  of  his  admission  as  burgess.     He  is,  however,  called  burgess  6  Jan. 

1593,  when  he  resigns  his  North  Seagait  land  to  his  cousin  Magdalen  Wedderburn  (D.P.B.  292  a). 
' 6  See  also  D.B.R.  286  a,  where,  3  March  159 1 ,  John  Wedderburn,  portioner  of  Craigie  Hiltoun,  agrees  to  an 
arbitration. 
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Part  I.       4  Dec.  1595  (D.B.E.  302  e),  and  the  lands  of  Craigie  are  often  described  as  having  once 
Chap.  in.  been  his_i 

In  1596  he  got  into  difficulties,  and  was  accused  of  the  murder  both  of  Robert  Lindsay 
of  Balhall  and  of  James  Leitch.  These  events  are  recorded  13  Aug.  1596,  when  "John  and 
Katharine  Lindsay,  children  of  Balhall,  get  a  gift  of  the  escheat  goods  of  John  Wedderburn, 
burgess  of  Dundee,  now  at  the  horn  for  not  compearing  to  answer  to  the  charge  of  the 
slaughter  of  Robert  Lindsay  19  July  1596,  and  also  as  rebell  denounced  for  the  slaughter 
of  James  Leitch,  Irelandmau "  (R.P.S.  25),  and  the  "murder  committed  by  John 
Wedderburn  "  is  also  mentioned  in  a  letter,  12  Oct.  1596,  from  Robert  Bower  at  Edinburgh 
to  Lord  Burghley  (S.P.  9).  He  no  doubt  had  to  fly  the  country  and  seems  to  have  come 
South,  as  in  a  letter,  17  July  1597,  from  Ralph,  Lord  Eure,  to  Lord  Burghley  (S.P.  10), 
there  is  an  account  of  the  arrest  of  a  suspicious  character  in  the  person  of  "  a  Scottishe 
gentleman,  called  Mr.  John  Wedderburn,  disguised  in  mariner's  apparel  and  that  of  the 
meanest  sort." 

According  to  this  letter,  Wedderburn  professed  to  be  a  follower  of  Lord  Bothwell, 
and  to  have  been  employed  by  him  to  compass  the  death  of  Sir  Robert  Kerr,  by  blowing 
up  his  castle  at  Halleden.  He  also  claimed  to  have  been  employed  by  the  King  of  France 
and  is  described  as  having  "  the  Franche  tongue  reasonable  well,"  aud  also  is  said  to  have 
"served  in  Fraunce  on  pleasure  not  under  anie  charge."  The  grounds  of  suspicion  on 
which  he  was  detained  by  Lord  Eure  were  ''his  wise  carriage,  his  birthe  and  manner  of 
disguising,  yealding  apparaunte  suspicion  of  more  devilish  practises  then  he  revealeth." 
Lord  Eure  gives  a  close  description  of  him,  as  "  of  reasonable  stature,  verie  square  bodyed, 
bigg  legged,  one  or  two  scarres  on  the  hight  of  his  foreheade,  faire  complexioned,  yellowe 
berded,  the  haire  of  his  heade  like  unto  white  amber,"  and  adds  that  he  "  seemeth  to  be 
verie  cunning  in  state  matters  "  and  "  is  an  ingyner,  preferring  to  make  petares  and 
garnettes,  ingyues  of  war."  In  a  second  letter  from  Lord  Eure  to  Lord  Burghley, 
21  July  1597,  John  Wedderburn  is  mentioned  again  (S.P.  11),  but  the  sequel  to  his  arrest 
does  not  appear.  He  died,  however,  before  3  March  1599,  when  there  is  a  summons  by 
John  and  Katharine  Lyndsay,  children  of  Balhall,  v.  Elizabeth  (sic)  Strachin,  relict  of 
John  Wedderburn,  burgess  of  Dundee,  and  Elizabeth,  his  daughter  and  heir,  claiming 
the  escheat  of  the  goods  of  the  said  John,  who,  6  Aug.  1596,  was  put  to  the  horn  for  not 
finding  caution  to  underlie  the  law  for  the  slaughter  of  Robert  Lindsay  of  Balhall  on 
11  July  1596  and  also  of  James  Leitch  (R.A.D.  36). - 

He  had  married,  1582-83,  Margaret  Strathauchin,3  relict  of  Robert  Jackson4 
(D.B.R.  289,  298),  and  by  her,  who  died  1620-22,  and  whose  will,  dated  1  May  1620 
(P.B.N.  4),  was  confirmed  9  May  1622  (Br.  Test.  4),  had  issue  one  daughter, 

Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  only  child  and  heiress  of  John  Wedderburn  of  Craigie 
and  Margaret  Strathauchin.  She  was  born  about  1586,  as  she  was  presumably 
fourteen  years  of  age  when,  25  April  1600,  she  ("lawful  daughter  of  umquhillJohn 
Wedderburn,  sometime  portioner  of  Craigie")  chose  her  curators  (D.B.R.  334). 
The  earliest  mentions  of  her,  however,  are  30  Aug.  1589,  when  her  father  charges 
Craigie  in  her  favour  (D.P.B.  278),  and  6  Nov.  1594,  when  Craigie  is  alienated  in 
implement  of  a  contract  made  by  her  parents,  herself,  and  Alexander,  the  clerk, 
with  John  Scharp  of  Houstoun  (G.S.R.  51)5.     She  married,  1604-5,  James  Kynnaird, 

1  Tims,  19  Jan.  1599,  John  Ogilvy  gets  part  of  Craigie  Hiltoun,  "  once  John  Wedderburn 's,"  from  Christo- 

pher Traill  (D.P.B.  331)  ;  19  Aug.  1603,  a  charter  (23  Aug.  1596)  of  James  Scharp  to  his  sou  Alexander 
of  the  lands  of  Craigie,  acquired  from  the  late  (i.e..  at  that  date  of  the  confirmation)  John  Wedderburn 
is  confirmed  (G.S.R.  64).  See  also  S.W.  165  ;  D.P.B.  446  ;  G.S.R.  107  ;  F.S.  14  a  6,35  ;  from  which  it 
appears  that  part  of  Craigie  passed,  in  1646,  to  James  Kydof  Grange  of  Harrie,  whose  son  Patrick  Kyd 
of  Craigie  m.  (1655)  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness  (post,  Part  III), 
having  been  disponed  to  James  Kyd  (1646)  bv  James  Durham  of  Kiunell,  who  had  obtained  a  royal 
charter  of  it  15  Nov.  1641  (G.S.R.  vol.  1634-51,  §§  1020,  1660). 

2  This  entry  varies  slightly  from  that  already  quoted  (R.P.S.  25).     In  the  one  the  date  of  Balhall's  death 

is  given  as  11,  in  the  other  as  19  July,  and  again  in  the  one  John  Lindsay  is  called  his  fourth  and  in 

the  other  his  second  son. 
'■'  The  date  is  not  quite  clear.     She  is  first  named  as  his  wife  13  Aug.  1582,  when  there  is  a  decree  v.  Marion 

(sic)  Strathauchin,  wife  of  James  (sic)  Wedderburn  (D.B.R.  261  b).     On  the  other  hand  she  is  named 

as  his  "future  wife"  (although  after  their  marriage  contract)  26  Sept.   15S3  (D.P.B.  220  b).     In 

another  entry,  20  Sept.  1583,  James  (sic)  Wedderburn  settles  his  Seagaitland  on  Mariot  Strathauchin, 

his  wife  (Dundee  Minutes  of  Sasine.  v.  s.d  ,  orig.  MS.). 
'  She  had  a  son.  Robert  Jackson,  by  her  first  marriage,  who  is  named  3  Aug.  1590  (D.B.R.  289).     A  bond, 

6  Nov.  1594,  by  John  Wedderburn  of  Craigie  to  her  is  also  recorded  (ib.  298). 
5  See  also  S.W.  165,  where,  March-May  1608,  she  and  her  husband  ratify  this  contract,  in  respect  of  which 

she  is  stated  to  have  received  (in  1602)  £1,000  scots. 
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son  and  heir  of  the  late  Patrick  Kynnaird,  burgess  of  Dundee,  as  appears  by  a  Part  '■ 
settlement  of  a  cross  lodging  near  S.  Clement's,  which  he  made,  9  Feb.,  on  himself  ap' 
and  on  her  as  his  "future  spouse"  (D.P.B.  355),  and  from  a  mortgage  of  this 
property  for  600  merks  made  by  them  iu  favour  of  John  Bursye  and  Barbara 
Kynnaird,  his  wife,  24  Dec.  1605  (ib.  361).  It  seems  doubtful  if  she  was  married 
till  after  15  June  1604,  as  in  a  decree  of  that  date  ordering  Euphame  Kynnaird 
to  restore  to  Bessie  AVedderburn  "  ane  goldein  ring  with  ane  turcas  thairin,"  which 
the  latter  had  lent  her,  there  is  no  reference  to  her  husband  (D.B.R.  347),  and  even 
on  15  April  1605,  at  the  inquest  for  serving  her  heir  to  her  uncle  Walter  (D.B.R. 
354  a),  he  is  not  mentioned.  He  is  first  named  with  her,  as  her  spouse,  6  Dec. 
1605,  in  a  decree  which  they  obtained  v.  Agnes  Wedderburn  (wife  of  Gilbert  Ramsay, 
ante  p.  27)  for  the  delivery  up  of  certain  "  pieces  of  heirship,"  inherited  of  Bessie 
from  her  uncle  Walter,  including  "  ane  hagbit,  ane  pair  of  sword  gairdis,  ane  frenche 
brydill,"  &c.  (D.B.R.  355).  Some  few  years  later  she  and  her  husband  went  to 
Denmark  and  resided  in  Elsinore.  Perhaps  it  was  in  view  of  this  change  of 
residence  that,  6  Nov.  1610,  they  resigned  their  property  near  S.  Clement's  to  Andrew 
Kynnaird  (D.P.B.  415),  a  transaction  confirmed  later,  27  Oct.  1615,  by  a  procurator 
on  their  behalf  (ib.  387).  They  were  in  Dundee  27  June,  8  July  16 15,  but  were  then 
about  to  sail  for  Denmark,  as  David  Wedderburn  notes  in  his  "  Compt  Buik  "  the 
loan  to  Bessie  of  "ane  treu  flacon  of  a  quarter  to  go  with  her  to  Denmark,"  as  well 
as  his  delivery  to  her  of  a  procuratory  and  other  documents  on  the  latter  date 
(D.W.  9/).  On  8  Nov.  1616  she  was  again  returned  heir  to  her  uncle  Walter,  her 
husband  being  described  as  "  burgess  of  Dundee,  now  indweller  in  Alsownuir  " 
(D.B.R.  397).  This  retour  was  repeated  at  Edinburgh  8  Dec.  1616  (R.H.  19). 
The  date  of  her  death  is  not  ascertained,  but  she  was  living  in  May  1620,  the  date 
of  her  mother's  will,  in  which  both  she  and  a  daughter  of  her  s  are  named  as 
legatees  (P.B.N.  4  ;  Br.  Test.  4). 


Tabtdar  Pedigree  of  the  account  given  in  this  chapter,  shewing  descent  from  David  Wed- 
derburn in  Murraygait  [14-50 — 1635\. 


David   Wedderbubx  =f  Cristian  Anderson, 
in    the     Murraygait,     living  1518. 
Dundee.    Died  1496? 


1.  Cristina=j=David  Wedderburn^ 
Jameson.      I  of    Craigie.       Died 
Died  1533.     1559-60. 


:2.  Helen  Lawson, 
who  survived  her 
husband. 


James  Wedderburn. 
Died  s.p.  before  28th 
October  1524.  His 
brotherDavid,  his  heir. 


Isobell,  m. 
1558Alex- 
anderKyd. 


James  Wedder- 
burn of  Craigie. 
Died  Sept.  1575. 


Margaret  Dundas, 
m.  2,  William  Fo- 
theringhame. 


Magdalen, 
m.  1560  Mark 
Barrie. 


William  Wed-: 
derburn.  Died 
1593-97. 


r 


John  Wed-: 
derburn   of 
Craigie. 
Died  1599? 


i  ' 


Margaret 
Strathau- 
chin, relict 
of  Robert 
Jaksone, 
I  1582.  She 
|  d.  1620-22. 

rJ 
Elizabeth, 
m.  1604-5,  James 
Kynnaird,  in  El- 
sinore, Denmark. 


Walter   Wed-=Marjorie 
derburn.  Died     Bruce, 
s.p.  1605.  His    relict  of 
niece      Eliza-     David 
beth  retoured     Bruce  of 
his  heir.  Lynmyln 


r-rn 

Helen.     Died 

unmarried, 

1635-6. 

Elizabeth  m. 
John  Lawsone? 

Euphame. 
Died  young. 


-Margaret 
Eollok. 


James  Wedder- 
burn, mariner. 
Living  1583;  d. 
s.p.  ? 

William  Wed- 
derburn. Liv- 
ing 1577.  Went 
to  sea  ;  d.  s.p.  ? 


Magdalen,  m. 

1.  William  Myln. 

2.  —  Mitchell. 

3.  —  Henderson. 
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PART  I. 

Chapter  IV. 

Robert  Wedderburn  (m.  Janet  Froster)  and  his  family,  other  than  his  son  Robert, 
progenitor  of  the  family  of  klngennie  (see  part  ii.). 

With  an  account  of  the  descendants  of  two  of  their  sons  :  (i)  James  Wedderburn  (m.  Janet 
Logan)  ;  (ii)  Alexander  Wedderburn,  elder  (in.  Isobell  Anderson),  father  of  Richard 
Wedderburn  of  Elsignor  in  Denmark,  and  Patrick  Wedderburn  of  Dundee.  (See 
tabular  pedigrees  at  pp.  69  and  82 J. 

Part  i.  Robert  "Wedderburn  [1460  ?— 1518  I].1     Here  we  are  once  more  confronted  with  a 

Chap.  iv.  person,  undoubtedly  of  the  Dundee  family,  whose  parentage,  however,  we  are  unable  to 
ascertain.  He  was  born  probably  about  1460,  as  his  second  son  Robert  must  have  been  bom 
soon  after  14 90  (see  post  p.  93).  From  149 2 — 1513  we  find  a  Robert  Wedderburn  repeatedly 
acting  as  a  witness  to  different  deeds,  e.g.,  16  April  1492  (Melville  House  Papers)2  ;  8  July 
1497  (D.C.  1);  8  March  1502  (G.S.R.  11);  28  Sept.  1506  (S.W.  3);  17  March  1508  (D.C.  3); 
13  Feb.  1510  (ib.  4),  and  14  April  1513  (ib.  6).  In  the  first  of  these  he  is  designed  "bailie 
of  Dundee,"  and  he  is  named  as  holding  a  court  in  that  capacity  at  Dundee  30  June  1513 
(D.C.  7).  The  date  of  his  death  is  not  precisely  ascertained;  he  was  living  in  1509  (S.W.  4), 
but  there  is  a  resignation  of  31  Jan.  1518,  to  his  wife,  in  which  he  is  not  named,  so  that  he 
may  have  been  dead  at  that  date  (S.W.  6).  He  was  certainly  dead  before  25  Sept.  1520, 
when  the  lands  of  the  heir  of  the  deceased  Robert  Wedderburn  in  North  Marketgait  are 
referred  to  as  a  boundary  (D.C.  11),  while  the  land  of  the  late  Robert  Wedderburn  is  also 
mentioned  as  bounding  some  Welgait  land  8  Sept.  1521  (D.P.B.  5),  6  Oct.,  24  Nov.  1524 
(ib.  8,  10),  and  also,  24,  25  Nov.  1528,  as  bounding  a  South  Murraygait  property  (ib.  30  b). 
He  is  often  mentioned  in  references  to  his  son  James,  who  is  constantly  distinguished  from 
his  namesakes  as  the  "  son  of  Robert,"  e.g.,  21  June  1529  (ib.  32). 3 

He  married,  probably  about  1485,  Janet  Froster.  daughter  of  David  Froster  in 
Methven,  who  is  first  named  8  Feb.  1509,  when  her  husband  settled  a  North  Murrayoait 
land  on  himself  and  her  in  conjunct  fee,  and  on  the  survivor  of  them  (S.W.  4).  She  is 
also  mentioned  in  the  resignation  of  1518  (S.W.  6),  when  Mr.  George  Feme  resigns  in  her 
favour  all  his  lands  in  Aberbothry  in  the  barony  of  Alith,  co.  Perth.4  She  is  named  as 
Robert  Wedderburn's  relict  in  a  notarial  instrument,  dated  8  Oct.  1530,  which  narrates  the 
settlement  by  her  of  her  North  Murraygait  land  on  her  son  James  Wedderburn,  and  his  son 
Robert  (S.W.  8),  and  was  living  28  Feb.  1531  when  some  lands  "  occupied  by  Janet  Froster, 
relict  of  Robert  Wedderburn,  are  granted  by  James  Scrymgeour,  constable  of  Dundee  to 
George  Rollok5  "  (S.S.R.  18). 

By  her,  the  date  of  whose  death  is  not  ascertained,  Robert  Wedderburn  had  issue 
five  sons  and  one  daughter : — 

1.  James  Wedderburn,  constantly  called  "  Robertis  sone  "  or  "son  and  heir  of  the 

late  Robert"  in  the  Dundee  Records,  <&e.     See  post,  pp.  69-71. 

2.  Robert  Wedderburn,6  called  "  brother  of  James,  son  and  heir  of  Robert "  (S.W. 

11);  progenitor  of  the  Wedderburns  of  Kingennie,  Easter  Powrie,  and  that  ilk  ; 
Blackness,  Balindean,  and  Gosford.     See  post,  Part  II. 

'  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  3,  4,  6,  8,  11,  669  ;  D.C.  1,  3,  4,  6,  7,  11  ;  D.P.B.  5,  8,  10,  30  4,  32 
107  be  ;  G.S.R.  11,  18,  and  Melville  House  Papers. 

2  Notarial  instrument  by  which  Dorothy  Tulloch,  wife  of  Walter  Wood  of  Bonnytoun,  renounces  certain 

rights  in  favour  of  David  Ogilvy  of  Iuchmartin,  in  the  presence  of  Thomas  Seres  and  Robert  Wedder- 
burn, bailies  of  Dundee  (cited  in  The  Scottish  Antiquary,  vol.  vi.,  p.  22-25). 

3  See  also  S.W.  669,  J.W.  103,  where  in  an  inventory  of  about  1783  a  document  (1528)  naming  James,  son 

and  heir  of  Robert  Wedderburn,  is  mentioned,  but  is  not  now  forthcoming  ;  and  see  D.P.B.  107  b  c. 
*  The  "  free  lands  of  Abirbothrie  "  which  were  long  in  the  family  of  James  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Forrester 
(daughter  of  David  Forrester  in  Neva)  must  be  distinct  from  these.    See  ante.  pp.  23,  25,  26,  28. 

5  The  grantees  are  George  Rollok  and  Margaret   Wedderburn,  his  wife.     See  post,  Chap,  v.  Margaret 

Wedderburn. 

6  Of  these  James  Wedderburn  was  no  doubt  the  eldest,  but  the  priority  of  the  younger  sons  is  not  quite  clear. 

The  order  followed  here  is  that  of  their  admission  as  burgesses  of  Dundee: — 1514,  James;  1516 
Robert ;  1523,  David,  son  of  (the  late  ?)  Robert ;  1527,  Alexander,  son  of  the  late  Robert ;  and  on 
the  same  day  George,  "  by  the  liberty  of  his  father,"  whose  name  is  not  given.  Further,  as  the  male 
line  of  James  soon  became  extinct,  and  as,  in  1647,  we  find  Robert's  great-great  grandson,  Kingennie, 
addressed  by  a  member  of  the  family  as  "  primme  of  our  neam  "  (ante  p.  33),  we  may  take  it  that 
the  Robert  was  the  second  son. 
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.  David  Wedderburn  [1493  ?— 1557  I],1  first  mentioned  16  Oct.  1  523,  when  he,  "son  Part  i. 
of  Robert,"  is  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  (D.L.B.  6).-  He  is  often  called  younger  chap- IV- 
to  distinguish  him  from  his  namesakes  in  the  Murraygait  and  Welgait  (see  ante  p.  56, 
n.  2).  Thus,  9  May  1528,  David  Wedderburn,  younger,  bailie,  holds  a  court  (D.P.B. 
26) ;  25  Jan.  1529,  David  Wedderburn,  younger,  is  present  at  a  transaction  (ib.  31  a), 
and  22  June  1531,  David  "Wedderburn,  "younger,  son  of  the  late  Robert,"  gets  a 
North  Seagait  land  from  Agnes  Farny  (ib.  38).  He  is  named  as  present  4  Sept. 
1531  (ib.  40),  after  which  comes  the  break  in  the  extant  records,  to  which  I  have 
already  more  than  once  had  to  allude.  Later  on,  16  March  1551,  he  is  procurator 
(D.B.R.  28  a) ;  21  Oct.,  in  the  same  year,  he  is  sued  for  the  rent  of  the  Weighouse 
in  1547  (ib.  29  c);  5  Nov.  1554,  he  is  chancellor  of  assize  (ib.  56  b),  and  22  May — 
18  Dec.  1556  he  is  named  as  tutor  to  his  great  nephew,  Robert  Wedderburn, 
grandson  to  his  eldest  brother  James  (ib.  66,  68,  70).  The  latest  mentions  of  him 
are  in  1557,  viz.,  27  March,  when  he  is  procurator  (ib.  73b),  and,  22  Oct.,  when 
the  Council  sell  him  the  gutter  stones  which  were  in  the  south  aisle  of  the  kirk 
(ib.  77  a).  He  died  between  then  and  14  Jan.  15G6,  when  the  North  Seagait  back 
land  of  the  late  David  Wedderburn  is  named  (D.B.R.  148 a). 3  It  does  not  appear 
whom  he  married,  but  he  seems  to  have  had  a  son  and  heir, 

William  Wedderburn,  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  8  June  1535  as  "son  and 
heir  of  David"  (D.L.B.  13).     I  find  no  other  mention  of  him  in  the  Dundee 
Records.4     Perhaps  he  went  North  to  Aberdeen,  and  is  the  progenitor  of  the 
family  of  the  name  there.     There  is  no  proof  of  this,  but  we  find  a  person 
of  the  name  at  Aberdeen  in  1544,  as  well  as  a  Mr.  Robert  Wedderburn,  who 
signs  a  deed  at  Maryculter  in  1547,  and  a  David  Wedderburn,  who  was 
admitted  a   burgess  of    Aberdeen    in  1549,5  while   later   on,    in    1632,    a 
distinguished  member  of  the  Aberdeen   family,    David   Wedderburn,    the 
grammarian,  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  (D.L.B.  47),  which  looks  as 
if  he  had  some  hereditary  claim  to  be  a  "bairn  of  the  burgh.6  " 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  constantly  designed  "  elder."     Identified  as  a  brother  of 
James  Wedderburn  (son  of  Robert)  by  a  document  of  1576  (S.W.  32).    See  post, 
pp.  74-75. 
George  Wedderburn  [1505  1 — 1570  ?],7  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee  "  by  reason 
of  his  father's  liberty,"  1 5  Jan.  1527,  the  same  day  as  his  brother  Alexander  (D. L.  B. 
9).     He  is  next  mentioned  6  Dec.   1528,  when  there  is  a  precept  for  remission  to 
George  Wedderburn,  brother  german  to  James    Wedderburn,    elder,  burgess  of 
Dundee,  for  assisting  Archibald,  sometime  Earl  of  Angus,  against  the  King  (R.P.S.  2). 
He  is  named  as  a  witness  at  Dundee  23  Feb.  1 532  (D.P.B.  44),  after  which  comes  the 
gap  in  the  Dundee  records  and  there  is  no  mention  of  him  for  many  years.     He  wit- 
nessed a  contract  by  his  sister  Elizabeth,  15  March  1545  (R.A.D.  10),  and  may  be 
the  "  George  Wodbroane  amerced"  12  June  1553  (D.B.R.  43  c),  though  I  know  of  no 
other  such  instance  of  the  spelling  of  the  name.     He  married  Euphame  Fowlair, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  the  late  William  Fowlair,  burgess,  with  whom  he  is  named 
9  July  1557  (D.B.R.  73  c)  ;  8  Feb.  1558,  when  they  sell  three  acres  in  the  East  field 
of  Dudop  to  his  brother  Alexander  Wedderburn,  eldei-,  and  his  wife  (D.P.B.  91) ; 
and  18  March  155S,  when  they  apply  for  "  officers  "  for  their  acres  in  the  East  field 
(D.B.R.  78).    On  22  July  1573  his  wife  Eufame  Fowlair  settled  three  of  these  acres 
on  Alexander  Wedderburn,  elder,  and  his  wife,  and  their  son  Richard  (D.P.B.  166), 
and  as  her  husband  is  not  named  in  the  settlement  he  had  probably  died  before  its 


Synopsis  of  References  :— D.L.B.  6  ;  D.P.B.  26,  31  a,  38,  40  ;  D.B.R.  28  o,  29  c,  56  b,  66,  68,  70  73  6, 
77  a,  148  a,  251  a  ;  R.P.S.  11. 

2  Mr.  Millar  is  thus  right  in  saying  that  James  Wedderburn,  junior,  admitted  a  burgess  in  1514,  had  a 

brother  David,  though  the  James  so  admitted  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  not,  as  Mr.  Millar  supposes, 
the  son  of  James. 

3  See  also  D.B.R.  251  a,  where,  5  Oct.  1579,  the  lands  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  David  Wedderburn  in  North 

Seagait  are  poynded. 

4  In  my  note  to  the  entry  of  his  admission  (D.L.B.  '13)  in  vol.  ii.,  I  have  stated  that  I  could  not  identify 

him,  nor  can  I  now  do  more  than  make  the  above  suggestion.     In  his  admission  he  is  called  "  son  and 

heir  of  David,"  not  "  of  the  late  David,"  his  father  being  still  alive. 
s  See  Antiquities  of  Banff  and  Aberdeen,  1857,  pp.  249,  597  (Spalding  Club  ed.). 
"  See  post  Part  VI.  s.  the  account  of  the  Wedderburns  in  Aberdeen. 
7  Synopsis  of  References  :— D.L.B.  9  ;  D.P.B.  44,  91,  166  ;  D.B.R.  43  c,  73  c,  78  ;  R.P.S.  2  ;  R.A.D.  10. 
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P&rt  '•   ,  date.     The  Dundee  Records  contain  no  reference  to  any  children  or  descendants  of 

ap'     '  his,  and  he  no  doubt  d.s.p. 

The  daughter  of  Robert  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Froster  was 

Elizabeth  Wedderburn1  [1492? — 1572],  who  married  four  times,  viz.  : — 

i.  Alexander  Lovell.  The  date  of  this  marriage  is  not  known,  but  it  was  before 
1521,  in  which  year  (5  Nov.)  she,  as  wife  of  Alexander  Ogilvy,  is  named  as  "  mother 
of  James  Lovell,  son  and  heir  of  the  late  Alexander  Lovell,  in  regard  to  the 
"airschip"  of  her  son  (D.B.R.  11).  In  the  following  year,  5  Feb.  1522,  she,  "wife 
of  Alexander  Ogilvy  and  relict  of  Alexander  Lovell,"  consents  to  the  inventory  of 
the  airschip  goods  of  her  son  James  Lovell,  while  her  brother  James  Wedderburn 
is  surety  for  her  delivery  up  of  the  same  to  the  minor  at  his  majority  (ib.  16).  Later 
on,  23  Feb.  1532,  her  said  son  gives  hersasine  anew  of  a  North  Marketgait  life-rent 
(D.F.B.  44),  so  that  he  was  then  probably  of  age,  in  which  case  her  first  marriage 
must  have  been  in  1510,  and  her  own  birth  date  as  early  asl492.  Other  references 
to  her  and  this  son  will  be  found  D.P.B.  133,  D.B  R.  149,  &c. 

ii.  Alexander  Ogilvy,  provost  of  Dundee.  This  marriage  took  place  before 
5  Nov.  1521  (D.B.R.  11).  She  is  named  as  Ogilvy's  wife  25  Dec.  1530,  when 
Thomas  Carale  resigns  a  North  Chakkeraw  land  in  her  favour  (D.P.  B.  34),  but  was 
again  a  widow  before  13  Oct.  1531  (ib.  41).  She  was  probably  still  a  widow 
3  June  1 534.  when  there  is  record  of  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  (not  designed)  obtaining 
a  license  from  Alexander  Fife  to  build  her  mansion  contiguous  to  Fife's  wall  (ib.  51  c). 

iii.  Archibald  Campbell  of  Murthlie.  It  does  not  appear  how  soon  after 
1530-31  this  marriage  took  place,  but  she  was  again  a  widow  before  10  April  1545, 
when  John  Campbell,  as  brother  and  heir  of  the  late  Archibald,  sued  her  for  the 
writs  of  Murthlie  (R.A.D.  9).  There  were  other  differences  between  them,  all  of  which 
were  the  subject  of  a  settlement  10  April  1546,  when  there  is  registered  a  contract, 
15  March  1545-46,  between  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  relict  and  executrix  of  the  late 
Archibald  Campbell  (and  now  spouse  of  Patrick  Lyoun),  and  John  Campbell  to  settle 
their  differences  (ib.  10).  Whether  this  agreement  was  carried  out  seems  doubtful, 
as  14  March  1547  she  and  her  husband,  Patrick  Lyoun,  got  a  decree  v.  John  Campbell 
for  suspension  of  letters  by  him  for  non-implement  of  their  agreement  (ib.  13).2 

iv.  Patrick  Lyoun,  burgess  of  Dundee.  This  marriage  probably  took  place 
1545-46.  It  was  certainly  before  30  Jan.  1547,  when  there  is  a  gift  under  the  Privy 
Seal  to  Patrick  Lyoun  and  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  his  wife,  and  the  survivor  of 
them,  of  all  the  Queen's  customs  on  all  goods  belonging  to  them  imported  at  Dundee 
(R.P.S.  17).  She  is  named  as  Lyoun 's  wife  26  March  1552,  when  a  sum  of  money  is 
arrested  in  her  hands  (D.B.R.  84) ;  18  May  1553  (ib.  43  b) ;  14  June  1558,  when 
Alexander  Green  is  decreed  to  deliver  to  her  "  ane  double  ducat :'  (D.B.R.  80)  ; 
and  16  Nov.  1558,  when  there  is  registered  a  tack,  dated  27  Aug.  1550,  of  a 
quarter  of  the  lands  of  Grange  of  Kyntreith,  made  by  the  Abbot  of  Cupar  to  her 
and  her  husband  (D.B.R.  84,  and  Reg.  Cupar  Abbey,  n.  83).  The  date  of  Lyoun's 
death  is  not  ascertained,  but  it  was  before  12  JSov.  1566,  when  Elizabeth  is  named 
as  his  relict  (D.P.B.  133),  and  was  probably  before  6  March  in  that  year,  when  her 
son  James  Lovell,  appears  as  her  procurator  in  an  action  v.  James  Wedderburn,  in 
which  Lyoun  is  not  mentioned  as  a  party  (D.B.R.  149).  She  was  living  Jan. -April 
1569.  when  an  action  hy  David  Scrymgeour  in  Mylnhoill  v.  her,  "relict  of  Patrick 
Lyoun,"  is  mentioned  (ib.  172),  and  she  is  also  referred  to  as  still  alive  6  Dec. 
1571,  but  died  before  21  March  1572  (D.P.B.  vol.  242,  fol.  32,  41).3  Her  lands  in 
Argylegait  and  Flukergait  are  often  named  after  her  death  as  once  belonging  to 
her  or  her  grandson,  Mr.  John  Lovell,  e.g.,  in  the  rent-roll  from  which  extracts 
are  given  in  the  account  of  the  "  Lockit  Buik  "  (vol.  ii.,  p.  199  note) ;  2  April  1582 
(D.P.B.  223c);  13  Oct.  15S7,  the  North  Flukergait  lands  of  Mr.  John  Lovell, 
grandson  of  the  late  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  relict  of  Patrick  Lyoun  (ib.  268)  ; 

'  Synopsis  of  References:— D.P.B.  34,  41,  44,  51  c,  109,  121  c,  133,  223  c,  268,  485,  508,  565  ;  D.B.R.  11,  16, 
28  c,  34,  43  J,  80,  84,  136,  149,  160,  172,  175  a;  R.P.S.  17  ;  R.A.D.  9,  10,  13. 

2  These  entries  make  it  clear  that  the  wife  of  Patrick  Lyoun  was  the  widow  of  Archibald  Campbell,  while 

another  entry,  12  Nov.  1566,  when  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  relict  of  Patrick  Lyoun,  resigns  land  to 
her  son  James  Lovell  (D.P.B.  133),  is  conclusive  proof  of  the  identity  of  the  wife  of  Patrick  Lyoun 
and  the  mother  of  James  Lovell,  so  that  the  chain  of  evidence  to  prove  the  four  marriages  of 
Elizabeth  Wedderburn  is  complete. 

3  See  orig.  records.     I  have  omitted  to  note  these  two  references  in  vol.  ii. 
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30  Oct.  1660,  sasine  to  Thomas  Steill  of  a  North  Argylegait  malthouse  bounded  by  Part  i. 
the  lands  of  the  heirs  of  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  and  Mr.  John  Lovell  (ib.  485) ;  chap- Iv- 
21  Sept.  1668,  and  1  Aug.  1713  {ib.  508,  565).1 


Tabular  pedigree  showing  descent  from  Robert  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Froster,  14.60 — 164-8  ■ 

Robert  Wedderburn,  bailie  of=j=Janet,  dau.  to  David  Froster  in  Methven, 
Dundee,  1460? — 1518?  |  married  before  1500  ;  livingawidow  in  1531. 
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:Jauet  Logan, 
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JamesBonar, 
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Robert  Wedder-=f  Elspeth  Scrym- 
burn      1515-52.     geour, 
Burgess  of  Dun-     1548. 
dee,  1535. 


Edward  Wedder-=pJanet  Inglis,  mar- 
burn,  1540--1 578-  ried  circa  1563. 
Burgess  of  Dun-  Living  his  widow 
dee  1559.  1581. 
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1492?-]  572? 
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Bobert  Wedderburn, 
1550  ?— 1589  ?  Bur- 
gess of  Dundee  1572, 
died  unm.  or  s.p. 


Margaret  Wedder- 
burn. retouredheir 
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Catharine  Wedder- 
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Eufame  Wedder- 
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1 

Elizabeth, 
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Subsection  i.     James  Wedderburn  (m.  Janet  Logan)  and  his  descendants. 

James  Wedderburn  [1490 — 1544], 2  eldest  son  of  Robert  Wedderburn  and  Janet 
Froster,  was  born  probably  about  1490,  and  is,  I  think,  one  of  the  two  of  his  name  who 
matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  1507-9  (S.A.R.  5,  6).2  He  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  in 
1514  (D.L.B.  1),  the  note  of  his  admission  being  the  earliest  reference  to  the  name  in  the 
"  Lockit  Buik."  There  is  a  curious  entry  1  4  Dec.  1520,  recording  a  bargain  between  James 
Wedderburn  and  Henry  Halis,  by  which  in  return  for  a  worsted  doublet  Halis  binds  himself 

1  Minor  references  to  an  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  not  designed,  are  no  doubt  to  her.     They  will  be  found 

28  Aug.  1551,  when  her  lands  in  North  Marketgait  named  (D.B.R.  28  c)  ;  3  March  1560,  lands  in  South 
Flukergait  (D.P.B.  109)  ;  25  Oct.  1564,  when  she  claims  50  merks  from  John  Matheson  as  occupier  of 
the  lands  of  Dunfin  (D.B.R.  136)  ;  20  July  1565,  in  North  Argylegait  (D.P.B  121  c)  ;  22  March  1568, 
action  against  her  by  Edward  Wedderburn  (D.B.R.  160),  and,  27  April  1569,  action  by  heri;.  Margaret 
Kinloch  (D.B.R.  175  a). 

2  Synopsis  of  References :— S.W.  8, 11,  32,  669  ;  Bl.  2  ;  S.A.R.  5-6  ;  D.C.  20  ;  D.L.B.  1, 15  ;  D.P.B.  3,  4,  7  6  c, 

9  a  b,  12  a,  13  6,  15,  16*,  19  a  6,  21  a,  32,  37,  47,  51a,  159,  160,  183,  276  ;  D.B.R.  6  6,  10  6,  12,  15, 
16,  18  ad,  19  6,  20  a  6  c,  21  a  c,  169,  204;  G.S.R.  29;  Ex.R.  11  ;  A.P.S.  1  ;  K.P.S.  2,4,  8,  12,  15  ; 
R.A.D.  11.  And  see  also  ante  p.  61,  note  2,  for  references  to  a  North  Seagait  property  which  he 
once  owned. 

There  are  three  James  Wedderburns,  contemporaries  in  Dundee,  named  in  the  records  1521-24, 
viz.,  the  son  of  David  in  Murraygait  called  "elder,"  the  son  of  Robert,  and  the  son  of  James.  This 
is  clear  from  entries  where  all  three  are  named,  e.g.,  30  Dec.  1521,  when  all  three,  "  elder,"  "  younger," 
and  "James'  son,"  are  on  assize  (D.B.R.  12),  an  entry  which  distinguishes  James'  son  from  his  name- 
sakes called  "  elder  "  and  "  younger  "  at  this  date  ;  while  another  entry,  3  Oct.  1523,  when  all  three, 
"son  of  James,"  "son  of  Robert,"  and  "elder,"  are  elected  councillors,  equally  distinguishes  the 
"  son  of  Robert  "  from  his  namesake  then  called  elder  (ib.  21  c).  Often,  however,  a  James  Wedderburn 
or  even  two  together,  are  named,  who  may  be  any  one  or  two  of  the  three  contemporaries.  (See 
ante  p.  23,  note  3.)  Thus  1521  March  1 5,  May  8,  two  James  are  on  assize  (D.B.R.  5) ;  Sept.  30,  James 
and  James  "  younger  "  are  elected  on  the  council  (ib.  10  6)  ;  1522  Jan.  22,  two  are  on  assize  (ib.  14  a). 
These  are  probably  the  son  of  David  and  the  son  of  Robert,  while  after  the  death  of  the  former,  in  1524, 
the  two  James's,  named  together  26  May  1526  on  assize  (D.B.R.  7  a),  1531,  bailie  and  councillor 
(D.C.  14),  17  April  1531,  re  an  annual  rent  and  as  bailie  (D.P.B.  36  6),  must  be  the  surviving  two,  the 
son  of  Robert  and  the  son  of  James.  Many  other  references  to  a  James  Wedderburn  in  no  way 
described  cannot  be  certainly  identified  ;  those  1515-24  may  be  to  any  one  of  the  three,  while  others, 
1527-32,  must  be  to  one  of  the  two  survivors.  Thus  we  have  the  following  references  : — 1515-24 — 
1515  Oct.  10,  James  signs  the  "  merchandis  letter  "  (D.C.  8)  ;  1516  Jan.  26,  bailie  (R.A.D.  6);  April  1, 
witness  (D.C.  9) ;  1517  Dec-  21,  bailie  named  in  the  grant  by  the  Walkaris  craft  to  the  kirk  of  Dundee 
(G.S.R.  14)  ;  Dec.  22,  bailie  (D.C.  10) ;  1519  Jan.  18,  Feb.  25,  bailie  (D.P.B.  2) ;  1520  Sept.  25,  witness 
(D.C.  11) ;  Dec.  5,  30,  Jan.  14, 1521  Feb.  8,  on  assize  (D.B.R.  2) ;  April  9,  named  as  present  at  a  meeting 
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Part  I.  never  to  play  "  ad  legas  neque  taxillas  "  after  the  following  Christmas  (D.P.B.  3).1  He  is 
Chap.  iv.  ofteu  express]y  ca]ie(j  «tne  Son  of  Robert,"  e.g.,  8  April  1521  (D.P.B.  4),  and  before 
1524,  in  order  to  distinguish  him  from  the  son  of  old  David  AVedderburn  in  Murraygait,  is 
often  called  "younger,"  e.g.,  16  April,  30  Sept.  1521  (D.B.R.  6  b,  10  b)  and  30  Dec.  in  the 
same  year,  when  three  James  Wedderburns,  "  elder,"  "  younger,"  and  "James'  son,"  are  all 
on  an  assize  (ib.  12).  On  15  Jan.  1522  he  is  surety  for  David  AVedderburn  (D.B.R.  15),  aud 
again,  5  Feb.  following,  he  is  surety  that  his  sister  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  will  hand  over  certain 
"  airschip  "  goods  to  her  son  James  Lovell  on  his  majority  (ib.  1 6 ).  There  are  several  other 
references  to  him  in  this  year,  e.g.,  14  Feb.,  as  witness,  "son  of  the  late  Robert  "  (D.P.B.  lb); 
2G  March,  chosen  umpire  in  a  dispute  (D.B.R  18  <^);  28  March,  witness  (D.P.B.  7  c); 
11  April,  James  of  AVedderburn  is  arbiter  (D.B.R.  20  a)  ;  25  April,  he  appears  for 
David  AVedderburn,  son  of  Janet  Nicholson  (ib.  19  b) ;  15  July,  James  of  AVedderburn, 
son  of  Robert,  is  surety  (ib.  20  b) ;  and,  27  Aug.,  he  chooses  procurators  (ib.  20  c). 
In  1523,  Oct.  3,  he  and  both  his  namesakes  were  elected  councillors  (ib.  21  c),  after  which, 
1524-27,  he  is  often  named  as  bailie,  &c.2  After  the  death  of  his  namesake,  the  son  of  old 
David  AVedderburn  in  Murraygait,  in  1 524,  this  James  is  called  "  elder  "  as  against  the  son 
of  James  AVedderburn  and  Janet  Barry.  Thus,  6  Dec.  1528,  James  AVedderburn,  elder, 
burgess  of  Dundee,  is  named  in  a  remission  to  his  brother  germau,  George  Wedderburn 
(R.P.S.  2)  ;  18  April  1531,  he,  again  called  "elder,"  gets  a  third  of  Drurogeth  from  Janet 
Douglas,  Lady  of  Glammys  (D.P.B.  37),  and  again,  27  Feb.  li 534,  James  AAredderbum, 
elder,  is  named  as  present  (ib.  51  a).3  He  is  referred  to  as  the  "  son  and  heir  of  the  late 
Robert"  in  a  resignation  to  him  of  a  North  Flukergait  land,  21  June  1529  (D.P.B.  32), 
while  the  settlement  of  a  North  Murraygait  land  made  on  him  and  his  son,  Robert,  by  his 
mother,  Janet  Froster,  8  Oct.  1530  (S.AV.  8),  has  been  already  noted  in  the  account  of  his 
father.  It  is  no  doubt  he  and  not  James'  son  who  holds  a  bailie  court  22  Aug.  1537 
(D.C.  20) ;  is  a  witness  11  Oct.  in  that  year  to  a  notarial  instrument  by  the  wife  of  his 
brother  Alexander  (Bl.  2;  and  see  S.AV.  32)  ;  and  was  commissioner  for  Dundee  to  the 
Scottish  parliament  in  1540  (A.P.S.  1).  There  is  a  charter  of  1540  (S.AV.  11)  by  him, 
"  son  and  heir  of  the  late  Robert,"  by  which  he  sells  his  North  Rattonraw  land  to  "his 
dearest  brother  Robert."  A  facsimile  of  his  signature  to  this  document  will  be  found  in 
vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  5,  and  his  seal,  showing  a  chevron  between  three  roses,  is  still  attached  to  the 
charter  (ib).  He  is  also  named  8  March  1541  as  mortgagee  of  part  of  the  lands  of 
Inchenonan,  co.  Perth  (G.S.R.  29) ;  and  is  also  the  "fermorar  of  the  teind  sheaves  of  the 
Kirk  of  Dundee"  mentioned  15  Oct.  in  that  year  (Bee.  Test.,  post  vol.  ii.,  p.  482,  n.  1). 
He  was  still  living  in  I  543,  in  which  year,  6  April,  he  was  at  the  horn  for  the  slaughter  of 
David  Rollok,  and  a  gift  of  the  escheat  of  his  goods  was  given  to  Sir  Robert  Logan  of 
Restalrig,  no  doubt  a  near  relative  of  his  wife  (R.P.S.  8),  until  on  27  July  following,  he 
and  his  accomplices  got  a  respite  for  their  art  and  part  in  the  affair  (ib.  12).  He  died 
before  16  Aug.  1544,  when  he  is  first  named  as  deceased  in  a  gift  of  the  escheat  of  the 
goods  of  his  son  Robert,  "  son  of  the  deceased  James  Wedderburn,  elder,  burgess  of  Dundee 

of  all  the  merchants  of  Dundee  (D.B.R.  3)  ;  May  31,  June  3,  7, 11,  on  assize  {ib.  7  6)  ;  June  17,  James 
Mallison  is  ordered  to  restore  to  James  Wedderburn's  land  certain  goods  arrested  for  James'  house 
maills  (D.B.R.  8) ;  June  18,  chosen  an  arbiter  (ib.  9  a) ;  June  21,  protests  against  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  bailies  (ib.  9  o) ;  1522  Jan.  2,  on  assize  (ib.  13) ;  Jan.  14,  asks  instruments  (ib.  14  4);  Jan.  15,  on 
assize  [ib.  15)  ;  Feb.  14,  bailie  of  the  constable  (S.W.  7)  ;  March  31,  cautioner  (D.B.R.  19  a);  1523 
March  25,  witness  (D.C.  12)  ;  May  5,  on  assize  (D.B.R.  21  b)  ;  1524  Sept.  22,  mentioned  (D.P.B.  11  b). 
Then.  1527-37,  we  have  :— 1527  May  27,  charged  with  assault  (D.P.B.  16  a);  Oct  23,  24,  Nov.  26, 
Dec.  17,  present  (ii.  21c);  1528  March  28.  present  (ib.  25*);  1530,  often  present  (ib.  33) ;  1531 
Sept.  4,  present  (ib.  40)  ;  1533  Aug.  16,  witness  (S.W.  10)  ;  1534  Feb.  6,  witness  (D.C.  15)  ;  1537 
Aug.  9,  councillor  (D.C.   19). 

[Svnopsis  of  references :— S.W.  7, 10 ;  D.C.  8,  9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 19 ;  D.P.B.  2, 11  b,  16  a,  21  c,  25  b, 
33,  36  6,  40;  D.B.R.  2,  3,  5,  7  a  b,  8,9  a  b,  10  b,   12,  13,  14  a  b,  15,  19  a,  21  b  c  ;  G.S.R.  14  ;  R.A.D.  6.] 

1  James  Wedderburn  is  not  designed  in  this  entry,  but  as,  3  March  1523,  James,  "son  of  Robert,''  had  an 
action  v.  Henry  Halis  (D.B.R.  21  a),  it  is  no  doubt  he. 

-  James  Wedderburn  is  named  as  bailie  1524  Oct.  28,  Nov.  7  (D.P.B.  9ab)  ;  1525  Nov.  6,  22  (ib.  12a)  ; 
1526  March  7,  13,  April  20,  July  16,  in  court  (ib.  13  6)  ;  1527  May  15,  bailie  (ib.  15) ;  June  6.  dean  of 
gild  (ib.  16  b) ;  July  10,  11,  12,  bailie  (ib.  19  a  b).  That  he  and  not  James,  son  of  James,  is  the  bailie 
at  this  period  is  clear  from  an  entry  4  Nov.  1532,  when  "  James  Wedderburn,  bailie,  protests  against 
an  application  made  to  the  bailies  by  James  Wedderburn,  younger  "  (D.P.B.  47).  I  think  it  is  he,  and 
not  James'  son,  who  produces  a  charter  belonging  to  the  burgh  15  July  1527  (Ex.R.  11)  ;  whose  lands 
are  named  as  a  boundary  20  Aug.  1527  (D.P.B.  21  a);  and  who  is  named  as  bailie  22  Aug.  1537  (D.C. 
20).     See  also  ante  p.  5,  note  3,  as  to  the  possibility  of  his  having  been  customar  of  Dundee  1510-12. 

3  An  account  on  behalf  of  the  bailies  of  Dundee  is  rendered  at  Edinburgh  by  James  Wedderburn,  one  of 
their  number,  in  respect  of  the  year  1532-33  (Exchequer  Rolls,  vol.  xvi,  p.  235). 
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(R  P.S.  15).1     So  again,  3  July  1546,   there  is  an  action  by  David  Logan,  burgess  of  Parti. 
Edinburgh,  as  assignee  of  the  escheat  of  the  goods  of  the  late  James  Wedderburn,  burgess  CbaP-  IV- 
of  Dundee,  v.  the  Abbot  of  Lindores,  Jonet  Logan,  relict  of  the  said  James,  Mr.  .lames 
JBonar,  now  her  spouse,  and  others,  tenants  of  the  said  James  and  his  son  Robert  (R.A.D. 
11).     There  are  also  several  references  to  him  in  connection  with  his  son  and  grandson.2 

He  married  twice3 ;  (i.),  before  1515,  Isabell  Scrymgeour  (D.B.R.  18  a),  who  died 
before  1530-34,  leaving  a  son,  Robert  Wedderburn  (see  below) ;  and  (ii.),  about  1530-34, 
Janet  Logan,  who  survived  him  and,  having  married  secondly  before  3  July  1546 
(R.A.D.  11)  Mr.  James  Bonar,  was  living,  again  a  widow,  in  Oct.  1568  (D.B.R.  169) 
and  12  Feb.  1573  (D.P.B.  160).  By  her  he  also  had  a  son,  Edward  Wedderburn. 
See  post  p.  73. 

Of  these  two  half-brothers, 
1.  Robert  Wedderburn  [1515? — 1551-52], 4  son  and  heir  of  James  Wedderburn,  is 
first  mentioned  in  the  instrument  of  8  Oct.  1530,  by  which  his  grandmother,  Janet  Froster, 
made  a  settlement  on  him  and  his  father  (S.W.  8).  As  in  this  document  he  is  called  a 
youth  or  young  man,  we  may  assume  that  he  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  this  is 
borne  out  by  the  date  of  his  admission  as  burgess,  "quia  Alius  est  Jacobi  Wedderburn 
8  June  1 535,"  when  he  was  probably  about  twenty  (D.L.B.  12).  It  is  he,  and  not  as  has 
been  supposed  his  namesake  and  cousin,  afterwards  Vicar  of  Dundee,  who  is  the  "  Robert, 
son  of  James  Wedderburn,  burgess  of  Dundee,"  respited  for  the  slaughter  of  —  Malisoun 
and  for  all  action  or  crime,  6  Jan.  1536  (R.P.S.  4),  and  he  also  it  is  who,  with  his  father 
and  others,  is  again  respited,  27  July  1543,  for  art  and  part  in  the  murder  of  David  Rollok, 
burgess  of  Dundee,  in  the  preceding  March  {ib.  1 2).  He  would  seem  to  have  been  an 
unruly  character,  for  yet  once  again,  16  Aug.  1544,  there  is  a  gift  to  his  uncle  by  marriage,5 
Archibald  Campbell  of  Murthlie,  of  the  escheat  of  all  the  goods  of  Robert,  son  of  the 
deceased  James  Wedderburn,  elder,  burgess  of  Dundee,  and  now  in  the  Queen's  hands, 
through  his  breaking  of  the  fence  and  arrestment  made  on  the  third  part  of  the  teind 
sheaves  of  the  kirk  of  Dundee  by  Alexander  Blair,  messenger  (R.P.S.  15).  He  is  named 
again  in  an  action  against  his  father's  widow,  Janet  Logan,  3  July  1546  (R.A.D.  11),  and 
1  April  1547  he,  as  son  and  heir  of  the  late  James  Wedderburn,  sells  his  North  Murraygait 
land  to  his  uncle  Robert  Wedderburn,  elder,  and  Janet  Kyd,  his  wife  (S.W.  12).  The 
charter  has  his  signature  and  his  seal,"  and  a  later  endorsement  by  the  grandson  of  the 
grantee,  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie.  He  is  called  "younger"  in  the  Dundee 
records,  in  distinction  from  his  uncle  just  mentioned.  Thus,  7  Nov.  1550,  he  is  so  named 
(D.B.R.  24  6),  and  again  16  March  1551,  when  he  acts  as  procurator  (D.B.R.  28  a).  So 
again,  3  March  1551,  we  find  him  claiming  certain  rings,  broken  silver  and  pearls,  from 
Alexander  Paterson  and  James  Scrymgeour,  and  the  next  day  (4  March)  Paterson  compears 
and  produces  "  three  rings  of  gold,  one  with  a  sapphire,  one  with  a  ruby,  and  one  garnat, 
with  eight  silver  spoons  and  certain  pearls  upon  one  string  with  some  loose  pearls  in  a  pocket," 
acclaimed  by  Elspeth  Scrymgeour  and  Robert  Wedderburn,  now  her  spouse,  but  which  James 
Scrymgeour  alleges  belong  to  hispupil  James,  son  of  Jacques  Richardson  and  Katrine  Paterson 
(D.B.R.  27).  Robert  Wedderburn  died  before  24  Oct.  1552,  when  Elspeth  Scrymgeour, 
designed  his  relict,  is  fined  for  not  compearing  at  the  instance  of  one  John  Paterson  {ib.  39). 7 

1  There  is  an  entry  (D.L.B.  15)  naming  a  James  Wedderburn  as  dean  of  gild  in  1547,  which  I  have  there 

fixed  as  referring  to  him.  He  died,  however,  before  1544.  But  I  do  not  know  to  whom  else  it  can 
refer,  and  as  the  entry  was  not  made  till  years  after  there  may  be  an  error  in  its  date. 

2  See  also  D.B.R.  204  when  his  son  Edward  sues  the  heir  (i.e.,  his  half-brother)  of  umquhill  James  Wedder- 

burn for  an  annual  rent  10  Oct.  1572. 

3  See  ante  p.  55  where  I  have  admitted  the  possibility  of  the  James,  named  as  spouse  of  Isabell  Scrymgeour, 

18  Feb.  1522  (D.B.R.  18  a),  being  the  son  of  old  David  Wedderburn  in  Murraygait.  But  on  further 
consideration,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that,  while  both  Kobert  and  Edward  Wedderburn  were 
certainly  both  sons  of  the  James  who  m.  Janet  Logan,  yet  the  difference  in  their  ages  makes  it  most 
unlikely  that  they  should  be  the  sons  of  the  same  mother,  and  also  seeing  that  Robert  is  never  named  as 
the  son  of  Janet  Logan  (e.rj.  R.  A.D.  11 ),  I  think  it  almost  certain  that  the  account  given  above  is  correct. 

4  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  8,  12,  669  ;  D.L  B.  12  ;  D.P.B.  91,  132,  159,  166,  183,  276  ;  D.B.R.  24  b, 

27,  28  a,  39,  50,  66,  98,  159  ;  R.P.S.  4,  12,  15  ;  R.A.D.  11. 

5  Campbell  of  Murthlie  was  third  husband  of  Robert's  paternal  aunt,  Elizabeth  Wedderburn.    See  ante  p.  68. 

6  See  for  a  facsimile  of  the  signature  vol.  ii,  opp.  p.  5,  and  for  an  engraving  of  the  seal  post  Part  V,  s.  the 

chapter  on  the  arms  of  the  family.  He  seems  to  have  retained  a  South  Murraygait  land,  named  as 
once  his  4  Oct.  1560  (D.B.R.  98)  and  which  his  son  alienated  in  1572  (ib.  159). 

7  Robert  Wedderburn  is  among  the  inhabitants  of  Dundee  acquitted  of  aiding  the  English,  1548-49,  in 

the  taking  of  Broughty  Castle,  destroying  monasteries,  &e.  (D.C.  24,  where  I  have  inadvertently 
omitted  his  name).  Some  acres  in  the  Eastfield  of  Dundee  are  referred  to  as  once  his  8  Feb.  1558, 
22  July  1573  (D.P.B.  91,  166). 
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Part  I.  By  his  wife  Elspeth  Scrymgeour,  whom  he  had  married  before  1548,  in  which  year 

Chap.  iv.  ^gy  were  owners  of  a  chapel  yard  in  Dundee  (ih.   50),  and  who  died  before  1566  (D.P.B. 

132),  he  left  issue  one  son,  Robert,  and,  it  seems, a  daughter  Margaret  (see below).   Theson, 

Robert  Wedderburn1  [1550  ?— 1589  ?],  is  first  named  22  May  1556,  when  David 
Wedderburn,  younger,  is  tutor  dative  to  him,  "  as  son  and  air  of  Robert  Wedder- 
burn,  deceast "  (D.B.R.  66),  and,  on  13  July  in  the  same  year,  he  was  served  heir 
general  to  his  grandfather,  James  Wedderburn  (it>.  68  a).  He  is  mentioned  again 
18  Dec.  1556,  as  being  bound  to  provide  a  kirk  style  near  the  Argylisgait,  which 
one  John  Anderson  is  to  keep  in  repair  (ib.  70). 

He  was  cognosced  heir  to  his  father  at  Dundee,  21  June  1566  (D.B.R.  151),  and 
7  Oct.  in  that  year  was  entered  in  a  South  Argylegait  land  as  son  and  heir  of  his 
parents,  both  of  whom  were  then  dead  (D.P.B.  132).  At  this  time  he  was  clearly 
under  age,  James  Scrymgeour  of  Balbeuchlie  being  named  as  his  tutor  or  curator 
11  Nov.  1566  and  10  Nov.  1567  (D.B.R.  153,  155  e).  There  seems  to  have  been 
some  question  about  his  curatory,  as,  23  Jan.  1568,  he  revokes  his  minoritie  acts, 
renounces  his  curators,  James  Scrymgeour  and  John  Wedderburn,  "  becaus  thai 
refusit  to  do  office  to  him  "  and  demands  a  fresh  edict  of  curatory  (D.B.R.  157). 
Perhaps  this  forced  the  old  curators  to  consent,  as  James  Scrymgeour  is  named  as 
factor  to  Robert,  11  June  1568  (D.B.R.  164),  and  both  he  and  John  Wedderburn 
are  found  acting  as  his  curators  8,  15  Oct.  in  the  same  year  (ib.  169),  while  again, 
3  June  1569,  James  Scrymgeour  is  named  as  his  tutor  (ib.  176  b).  He  was  admitted 
burgess  of  Dundee  as  the  son  of  Robert  Wedderburn,  younger,  16  July  1572 
(D.L.B.  24).  Jn  the  next  month,  28  Aug.,  as  son  and  heir  of  the  late  Robert  and 
grandson  and  heir  of  the  late  James  Wedderburn,  he  resigns  his  South  Murraygait 
land  to  Edward  Wedderburn  (D.P.B.  159),  while  on  18  July  1573  he  makes  a 
further  resignation  of  a  South  Argylegait  land,  once  his  grandfather's,  to  Peter, 
son  of  Robert  Wedderburn,  elder  (ib.  183).'2  He  came  of  age  probably  about  1573, 
and  certainly  before  6  May  1575,  when  he  revoked  his  minority  acts,  and  there  is 
no  question  of  further  curators  (D.B.R.  215).  On  17  May  1575  he  was  convicted 
of  "  invaiding  and  mispresonying  "  Robert  Wedderburn,  younger,  and  was  ordained 
to  incur  penalties  and  make  amends,  but  there  are  no  details  given  (ib.  21 7). 3  On 
9  May  1576  he  is  summoned  to  appear  in  a  proceeding  but  does  not  do  so,  being 
"furth  of  the  countrie  "  (D.B.R.  227).  In  the  same  year,  14  July,  he  is  named  in 
a  disposition  by  Alexander  Wedderburn  to  his  son  Richard  of  Elsinore,  as  having  at 
one  time  alienated  to  Alexander  a  South  Cowgait  yard  (mentioned  25  Feb.  1573  ; 
D.P.B.  206)  which  he  had  inherited  from  his  grandfather,  James  Wedderburn 
(S.W.  32) ;  and  22  Feb.  1577,  he,  "younger,  son  of  the  late  Robert  Wedderburn," 
binds  himself  to  hand  over  to  Peter  Wedderburn  (post  p.  96)  one  sixteenth  of  the 
ship  The  Robert  (D.B.R.  232). 

The  date  of  his  death  is  not  clear,  and  the  evidence  in  regard  to  it  is  conflicting. 
There  is  an  entry  19  Sept.  1580,  when  Margaret  Wedderburn  (presumably  his  sister) 
is  cognosced  nearest  and  lawful  heir  to  umquhill  Robert  Wedderburn,  younger,  son 

'  Synopsis  of  References :— S.W.  32,  66  :  D.L  B.  24  ;  D.P.B.  132.  159, 183.  276,  ;  D.B.R.  66,  68  a,  70,  151, 
153,  155  c,  157,  164,  169,  176  A,  215,  217,  227,  255,  266. 

-  This  land  is  again  referred  to  as  once  his  and  resigned  hy  him  to  Peter  Wedderburn,  who  resigns  it 
22  March  1582  to  William  Allerdes  (D.P.B.  226). 

3  This  entry  shows  that  he  was  not  "  Robert  Wedderburn,  younger,"  at  this  date,  although  it  is  clear 
that  he  was  at  one  time  so  called,  e.g.,  1568-69  (D.B.R.  169,  176  6).  The  following  references  to 
a  Robert  Wedderburn,  younger,  1554-75,  probably  refer  to  him,  although  some  of  them  may  be  to  his 
namesake  the  notary  (post  Part  II.,  chap,  i.),  who  is,  I  think,  the  Robert  Wedderburn,  younger,  referred 
to  in  the  above  conviction  : — 1554  Feb.  20,  delivers  the  key  of  a  yard  to  Robert  Thomson  (D.B.R.  51)  ; 
1556  Oct.  14,  charged  to  answer  a  claim  re  the  West  kirk  style  (ib.  68  b)  ;  1 562  April  30,  gets  a  decree  v. 
Walter  Carmannow  (ib.  113  b) ;  1564  May  8,  in  court  (D.B.R.,  vol.  i  c),  July  3,  witness  (D.P.B.  118)  ; 
1567,  often  a  witness  (ib.  69)  ;  May  5,  gets  sasine  of  lands  in  warrandice  of  the  chaplainry  of  S.  John 
(ib.  67)  ;  1568  March  19,  declared  to  have  no  title  to  Sir  Thomas  Wedderburn's  annual  rents  (D.B.R. 
159)  ;  July  30,  action  v.  Janet  Galloway  (ib.  166  4)  ;  Aug.  10,  witness  (ib.  72  b)  ;  1570  April  1,  witness 
(D.P.B.  77)  ;  1571  March  22,  witness  (S.W.  20)  ;  1572  Jan.  14,  decree  for  him  v.  John  Fernie 
(D.B.R.  202)  ;  1574  Feb.  24,26,  named  (ib.  210a)  ;  March  22,  action  v.  Edward  Wedderburn  (D.B.R. 
210  c)  ;  March  27,  journeys  to  Elsinore  (D.P.B.  169  6)  ;  July  1,  action  by  him  v.  John  Feme 
'ib.  210  c)  ;  June  8,  discharge  to  him  by  the  bailies  for  the  maills  of  Our  Lady  Chapel's  yard  in  the 
Cowgait  (ib.  218)  ;  1576  Jan.  23,  gets  a  decree  (D.B.R.  224).  [Synopsis  of  the  above  references: — 
S.W\  20;  D.P.B.  67,  69,  118,  169  6;  D.B.R.  51,  684,  72  6,  77,  1136,  159,  166  6,  202,  206,  210ace, 
218,  224,  232] 
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and  heir  of  nmquhill  Robert  Wedderburn  (D.B.R.  255).  From  this  it  would  seem  Part  i. 
quite  clear  that  he  had  died  without  male  issue,  and  probably  unmarried,  before  cnaP-  v- 
the  date  of  the  cognition.  Yet,  18  July  1583,  there  is  a  reference  to  a  tack  by 
him  of  his  South  Cowgait  yard  (D.B.R.  266),  and,  still  stronger,  on  24  July  1589 
there  is  a  sasine  to  Robert  Wedderburn,  the  notary,  of  the  South  Argylegait  tene- 
ment of  Robert  Wedderburn,  son  and  heir  of  the  late  Robert  Wedderburn,  burgess, 
and  grandson  of  the  late  James  Wedderburn,  burgess,  given  by  the  bailie  as 
procurator  for  him,  by  virtue  of  his  mandate  dated  at  .Campheir  21  June  last 
(D.P.B.  276),  from  which  it  would  seem  equally  clear  that  he  was  living  on 
21  June  1589,  although  soon  after,  28  July  1590,  he  is  again  referred  to  as  deceased 
(S.W.  66).  It  is  quite  impossible  to  reconcile  these  entries,  except  by  assuming 
either  that  there  is  some  error  in  the  record,  or  that  he  was  at  one  time,  perhaps 
through  prolonged  absence  abroad,  erroneously  supposed  to  be  dead.  But,  what- 
ever the  fact  as  to  the  date  of  his  death,  the  Dundee  records  contain  no  reference 
to  any  wife,  children,  or  descendants  of  his,  so  that  we  may  safely  assume  that 
he  died  unmarried  or  without  issue. 

The  other  son  of  James  Wedderburn  (by  his  wife,  Janet  Logan), 
2.  Edward  "Wedderburn  [1535? — 157S] :  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  by  reason 
of  the  liberty  of  his  father,  3  Oct.  1559  (D.L.B.  19).2  He  is  next  mentioned  25  Oct.  1560 
as  present  when  James  Wedderburn  of  Craigie  made  his  will  (Ed.T.  2),  after  which  date 
there  are  numerous  references  to  him  in  the  Dundee  records,  1561-78.  Thus,  1 2  Aug.  1562, 
he  is  named  as  co-owner  of  the  "  Nightingale  "  (D.B.R.  1 15)  ;  28  Aug.  in  the  same  year,  he 
is  surety  or,  in  modern  parlance,  underwriter  for  a  cargo  of  merchandize  (ib.  116);  6  Nov.  1564, 
Sir  Thomas  Wedderburn  (post,  pp.  87-88)  constitutes  him  his  factor  in  respect  of  his  claims  re 
his  benefices  of  S.  Michael  and  Our  Lady  in  Cowgait  (ib.  118);  8  Jan.  1 565,  he  protests  that 
he  is  not  to  be  prejudiced  by  Mr.  David  Scrymgeour's  process  as  to  the  back  land  of  (his 
father)  the  late  James  Wedderburn  (ib.  141),  and  19  March  1568  there  is  a  decree 
that  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Wedderburn  having  disponed  to  Edward  his  annual-rents, 
James  Wedderburn  and  Robert  Wedderburn,  younger,  have  no  title  to  them  (ib.  159). 
On  28  Aug.  1572  he  gets  a  South  Murraygait  land  from  his  nephew,  Robert  (D.P.B.  159), 
and  10  Oct.  in  that  year  he  gives  evidence  before  the  Court  that  he  has  not  recovered 
an  annual  rent  due  to  him  from  the  land  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  James  Wedderburn 
(D.B.R.  204).  There  is  an  important  entry  (for  it  fixes  his  parentage)  12  Feb.  1573, 
when  Janet  Logan,  relict  of  the  late  James  Wedderburn,  resigns  to  Edward  Wedder- 
burn, son  of  the  said  James,3  her  life-rent  in  the  South  Murraygait  property  of  her 
late  husband  (D.P.B.  160).  He  seems  to  have  resigned  part  of  this  property,  22  Feb.  1573, 
to  James  Swan  (R.A.D.  25),  and  he  settled  part,  17-18  March  1574,  on  himself  and  his  wife, 
Jauet  Inglis  (D.P.B.  162,  169  a).  The  last  reference  to  him  as  living  is  dated  4  July  1578, 
when  he  had  an  action  pending  (D.B.R.  241  a),  and  that  he  died  between  then  and  20  Oct. 
in  that  year  is  shown  by  a  decree  in  favour  of  Janet  Inglis,  "  his  relict,"  on  the  latter  date 
(D.B.R.  243  6).  After  his  death  his  South  Murraygait  property  is  sometimes  referred  to  as 
once  his  (D.P.B.  223  c,  288  b),  and  there  are  references  to  him  5  Aug.  1579,  when  John 
Lovell  receives  from  Peter  Wedderburn  "  ane  lang  springzie  rapper  quhilk  appertenit  to 
nmquhill  Edward  Wedderburn  "  (D.P.B.  248),  and  21  Oct.  1597  when  there  is  a  decree  v. 
his  heirs  (D.B.R.  320).     He  is  also  named  in  connection  with  the  affairs  of  his  daughters.4 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— D.L.B.  19  ;  D.P.B.  60,  76,  121  4,  130  a,  138,  141  d,  159,  160,  162,  169  a,  187, 
197,  210,  223  c,  288  b,  290,  293  a,  328,  and  in  orig.  MS.,  vol.  238,  fol.  65  ;  D.B.R.  109,  113  c,  115.  116, 
127,134  c,  135  4,  138  141,142,  146  a,  152  6,  155  c  e,  156  a  b,  158./,  159,  160,  164,170,177  4.  190  6, 
204,  210  a  c,  212,  228,  230  4,  241a,  243  4,  248,  260  c,  2!*4,  310,  319,  320,  323  ;  R.A.D.,  25;  Ed.T.  2. 

-  He  is  also  named  as  a  witness  11  Oct.  1558.     Dundee  Prot.  Books,  vol.  238,  fol.  65,  not  cited  in  vol.  ii. 

3  See  orig.  MS.     I  have  inadvertently  omitted  these  important  words  in  my  note  of  the  entry  in  vol.  ii. 

(D  P.B.  160.) 

4  See  for  minor  references  to  him  : — 1561  Nov.-Dec,  action  v.  him  by  Robert  Wedderburn,  elder  (D.B.R. 

109) ;  1562  June-July,  action  v.  him  by  James  Straquhin  (ib.  113  c)  ;  1563  Jan  13,  by  James  Schiphird 
(ib.  127)  ;  Dec.  17,  by  James  Ferrier  (t'4.  134  c)  ;  1564  Feb.  21,  decree  namirj  him  (ib.  135  4) ;  1565 
June  1,  witness  (D.P'.B.  121  4) ;  Oct.  31,  on  an  inquest  (D.B.R.  146  a)  ;  1566  Feb.  23,  witness  (D.P.B. 
130  a)  ;  June  26,  named  (D.B.R.  152  4)  ;  1467  Aug.  20,  witness  (D.P.B.  138)  ;  Oct.  27,  decree  for  him 
(D.B.R.  155  c);  Nov.  10.  action  by  him  v.  Robert  Wedderburu,  younger  (ib.  165  c)  ;  1668  Jan.  14, 
surety  for  Thomas  Wedderburn  (ib.  156  a);  Jan.  16,  action  v.  him  (ib.  156  4)  ;  March  15,  decree 
v.  him  (ib.  158  d);  March  22,  action  by  him  (ib.  160)  ;  June  11,  action  v.  him  (ib.  164)  ;  July  21, 
witness  (D.P.B.  141  d)  ;  Dec.  2,  witness  (ib.  76)  ;  1569  Jan.  5,  witness  (D.B.R.  170  ;  July  11,  discharge 
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Part  I.  He  married  about  1563,  Janet  Irjglis,  who  is  first  named  16  March  in  that  year, 

<3hap.  iv  wnen  jler  husband  discharges  Alexander  iS'airne,  "  cietiuer  in  S.  Androis,"  of  a  sum  due  to 
him  from  Nairne  under  his  marriage  contract  (D.B.R.  142).  Janet  Inglis  is  also  named  as 
Edward's  wife  22  Feb.  1573  (R.A.O.  25)  ;  17-18  March  1574  (D.P.B.  162,  169  a) ;  25  Feb., 
25  June  1576  (ib.  187;  D.B.R.  228).  After  his  death  she  is  also  frequently  mentioned,  e.g., 
20  Oct.  1578  (D.B.R.  243  6);  2  June  1579  (D.P.B.  210);  2  Feb.,  22  Nov.  1581  (D.B.P. 
197  ;  D.B.R.  260  c).  The  exact  date  of  her  death  does  not  appear,  but  she  died  befoi'e 
12  July  1598  (D.B.R.  323).     By  her,  Edward  Wedderburu  had  issue  three  daughters  : — 

1.  Catharine  Wedderburn,  m.  Thomas  Blair.     First  named  2  June  1579  inasasine 

in  favour  of  her  mother  in  life-rent,  and  herself  and  her  two  sisters  in  fee  (D.P.B. 
210).  She  is  next  mentioned  17-20  Oct.  1592,  when  she,  wife  of  Thomas  Blair, 
and  her  two  sisters  are  entered  as  the  daughters  and  heirs  of  their  late  father  in  his 
South  Murraygait  land,  which  is  then  settled  on  Catherine  and  her  husband,  subject 
to  charges  in  favour  of  Edward's  younger  daughters,  Eufame  and  Elizabeth  (D.P.B. 
290;  D.B.R.  294).  She  is  again  named  in  a  discharge,  26  May  1593,  granted  by 
her  and  her  sisters  to  Andrew  Guthrie  (D.P.B.  293  a) ;  7  July  1596,  when  her  sister 
Elizabeth  ratifies  a  settlement  in  her  favour  (D.B.R.  310)  ;  and  23  Sept.  1598,  when 
her  sister  Eufame  acknowledges  the  redemption  of  an  annual-rent  out  of  the  South 
Murraygait  property  by  Catharine  and  her  husband  (D.P.B.  328).  She  died  Aug. 
1606,  her  will,  dated  at  Dundee  2S  Aug.  in  that  year,  being  confirmed  at  Edinburgh 
31  Jan.  1607  (Ed.T.  7).  By  Thomas  Blair,  who  survived  her,  she  had  issue  a  son 
Thomas  Blair  (D.P.B.  367),  living  in  1632  (R.D.  108),  and  another  son  Johu,  living 
in  1618  (D.B.R.  407  e). 

2.  Eufame  Wedderburn,  m.  Archibald  Blyth,  skipper,  burgess  of  Dundee,  and  son 

of  Richard  Blyth  (D.B.R.  223).  First  named  2  June  1579  (ut  sup.),  and  again 
17-20  Oct.  1592  and  26  May  1593  (ib.).  She  married  before  7  Sept.  1597,  when 
Robert  Wedderburn,  the  merchant,  grants  a  bond  for  £100  to  her  and  husband, 
•  payment  of  which  is  to  discharge  him  from  all  claims  by  them  in  respect  of  the 
estate  of  her  sister  Elizabeth  (D.BR.  319).  This  bond  was  paid  12  July  1598 
(ib.  323),  in  which  year  she  and  her  husband  are  named  again  23  Sept.  ( D.P.B.  328). 
She  is  also  named  in  three  decrees  against  her  1604-8-9  (D.B.R.  345  c,  360,  363). 
Archibald  Blyth  died  Feb.  1625,  as  is  stated  in  the  confirmation  of  his  will  at 
Brechin  14  June  in  that  year  (Br.T.  6),  and  she  is  named  as  his  relict  in  1627  (R.D. 
94,  103),  1635  (D.B.R.  413;  R.D.  146),  1636  (D.D.  5),  and  1641  (D.B.R.  423). 
She  had  issue,  Arthur.  Robert,  David,  and  Margaret,  named  in  her  husband's  will 
(ut  step.),  of  whom  Robert  was  living  in  1635  (D.B.R.  413),  and  David  died  before 
1641  (ib.  423).1 

3.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn.     First  named  2  June  1579  (D.P.B.  210),  and  next  17  Oct. 

1592  (D.P.B.  290),  and  as  under  curators  20  Oct.  in  that  year  (D.B.R.  294).  She 
is  also  mentioned  in  1593  (D.P.B.  293  a)  and  1596  (D.B.R.  310),  but  died  unmarried 
before  7  Sept.  1597,  when  she  is  referred  to  as  deceased,  and  Robert  Wedderburn, 
the  merchant,  was  her  executor  (ib.  319,  323).  Thus  in  the  following  year,  23 
Sept.  1598,  her  two  sisters  are  alone  spoken  of  as  their  father's  heirs  (D.P.B.  328). " 

Subsection  II. — Alexander  Wedderburn,  elder  (m.  Isobell  Anderson),  father  of  Richard 
Wedderburn  of  Elsinore  in  Denmark,  and  Patrick  Wedderburn  of  Dundee.  (See 
tabular  pedigree  at  p.  82). 

Alexander  Wedderburn  [1505? — 1587],3  fourth  son  of  Robert  Wedderburn  and 
Janet  Froster,  was  born  about  1505.  He  is  generally  called  "  elder  "  in  the  records,  and 
was  long  a  merchant  in   Dundee,   where  he  owned  property  in  South  Marketgait  and 

to  him  (ib.  177  b) ;  1570  Nov.  13,  decree  for  him  (ii.  190  b)  ;  1571  March  17,  witness  (D.l'.B.  60)  ; 

1574  Feb.  24,  26,  named  (D.B.R.  210  a);  March  22,  action  between  him  and  Robert  Wedderburn 

(ib.   210  c)  ;    Dec.  21,  father's   kin   to   John   Wedderburn,  son    of    John  Wedderburn   and    Agnes 

Hoppringill   (ib.  212)  ;    1576  Dec.  7,  on  assize  D.B.K.  230  4). 
1  See  post  chap,  v,  s.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  wife  of  Alexander  Blyth. 
1  A  blank  "  euratorie,"  dated  7  Aug.  1583  (D.B.R.  267)  may  refer  to  her,  and  she,  no  doubt,  is  the  Elizabeth 

Wedderburn  named,  but  not  designed,  1591-95  ;  6  Sept.  1594  (D.B.R.  297  c)  ;  4  Dec.  1595  (ib.  302  d). 
3  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  7.  8,  10,  25,  32,  66  ;  Bl.  2  ;  D.C.  24  ;  D.L.B.  24  ;  D.P.B.  60,  74,  91,  161, 

165  c,  166,  169  4,  208,  215  c,  223a,  233,  283,  295;  D.B.R.  23,  23  4,  54,  57,  89,  127, 134  a,  156e,  171, 

177  d,  190  a,  197,  249,  287  6  ;  D.C.B.  6  ;  D.R.S.  1,  ia  ;  A.P.S.  2  ;  R.A.D.  23. 
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Skirling's  Wynd,  near  S.  Clement's,  to  which  reference  is  constantly  made.    He  was  admitted  Part  I. 

a  burgess  of  Dundee  as  "son  of  the  late  Robert  "  15  Jan.  1527  (D.L.B.  8).1     He  is  next  Chap- IV- 

named  as  a  witness  to  the  settlement  by  his  mother  on  his  brother  James,  8  Oct.  1 530 

(S.W.  8),  after  which  there  is  no  mention  of  him  until  11  Oct.  1537,  when  Isobell  Anderson 

his  affianced  "spouse,"  settles  her  South  Marketgait  land  on  herself  and  him  (Bl.  2,  and 

see  below).      The  gap  in  the  Dundee  records  accounts  for  a  still  further  period  during 

which  we  hear  nothing  of  him.     He  is  named  as  an  arbitrator  9  Oct.  1550  (D.B.R.  23), 

and  also  20  April  1551  as  on  an  inquest  for  serving  Peter  Froster,  heir  to  hi*  father  (D.B.R. 

28  b).     He  is  also  one  of  those  acquitted,  8  March  1553,  of  aiding  the  English  in  the 

taking  of  Broughty  Castle,  and  the  destruction  of  monasteries,  1548-49  (D.C.  24).     He  is 

referred  to   2  April  1554  as  getting   from  Sir   James   Wallace  a   deduction   or   rebate 

from  an  annual  rent  chargeable  on  the  South  Murraygait  property   (D.B.R.   54),  and 

in    the  same  year,   16  Nov.,  there  is  a  decree  for  him  and  his   wife  (ib.  57).      After 

this  he  is  very  constantly  called  "elder,"  to  distinguish  him  from  the  clerk,  and  later 

from  his  namesake  in  Cupar.     Thus  he  is  so  designed  8  Feb.  1558,  when  he  and  his  wife 

get  sasine  of  three  acres  in  the  Eastfield  of  Dudop  from  his  brother  George  and  Eufame 

Fowler,  his  wife  (D.P.B.  91),  and  there  are  entries  relating  to  actions  to  which  Alexander 

Wedderburn,  elder,  is  a  party  13,  15,  18  Jan.,   15,  23,  26  Nov.  1563  (D.B.R.  127,  134  a). 

He  was,  no  doubt,  a  bailie,  as,  though  never  so  designed,  he  sits  in  Court,  25  Sept.  1566 

(D  OB.  6).     There  are  several  slight  references  to  him  in  almost  every  year.     Thus,  20  Jan. 

1568  he  gets  a  decreet  of  poyndiug  (D.B.R    156  e) ;   19-21  Jan.    I  569,  he  is  defender  in  a 

suit  (ib.  171) ;   12  Sept.  in  that  year  he  obtains  a  decree  (ib.  177  d) ;  and  20  Sept.  1570 

there  is  another  decree  for  him  and  his  son  Richard  (ib.  190  a).     He  is  a  witness  17  March 

1571  (D.P.B.  60),  and  on  8  June  in  that  year  is  named  as  father's  kin  to  Robert,  son  of 

the  late  George  Rollok,  who  needs  curators  (D.B.R.   197).     There  are  many  references  to 

properties  of  his.2     Thus,  10  Nov.  1574,  he  and  his  wife  acquire  an  annual  rent  (D.P.B. 

165  c);    and   14  July    1576' he  dispones  to  his   son  Richard  the  South   Cowgait   yard 

which   he  had  bought  from  his   great   nephew,  Robert   Wedderburn   (S.W.    32). 3     His 

lands  in  Skirling's  Wynd  are  mentioned  27  June  1578  (D.B.P.   208).     He  is  named  as 

mother's  kin  to  William  Barre  9  Sept.  1579  (D.BR.  249),  though  the  relationship  does  not 

appear.     In  1582-83  he  is  twice  mentioned  as  witness,  10  Nov.  and  13  Feb.  (D.P.B.  215  c, 

223  a),  and  9  Nov.  1583  he  acts  for  himself  and  his  son  Richard  (ib.  233).     He  died  before 

4  March  1587,  when  his  wife  Janet  (sic  for  Isobell)  is  called  his  relict  in  a  suit  relating  to 
S.  Matthew's  chaplainry  (R.A.D.  23),  and  there  are  many  other  references  to  him  in 
connection  with  his  children. 

He  had  married  about  1537  (Bl.  2)  Isobell  Anderson,4  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas 
Anderson  and  Agnes  Quhit  (S.W.  10),  and  by  her,  who  survived  him  and  was  living,  his 
widow,  15  March  1591,  when  she  set  her  South  Marketgait  property  to  her  son  Patrick 
(D.P.B.  287  b),  and  as  late  as  18  March  1594  when  she  warrants  a  contract  made 
between  her  and  him  for  her  maintenance  (D.B.R.  295),5  had  issue  two  sons  and  three 
daughters : — 

1.  Richard  Wedderburn    [1540 — 90]. 6      He    is    the    only    person    of    the   name 
mentioned  throughout  the  Dundee  records.     The  earliest  reference  to  him  is  dated 

1  His  parentage  is  further  proved  by  a  disposition  (S-  W.  32),  in  which  he  is  shown  to  be  the  brother  german 

of  James,  grandfather  of  Robert  Wedderburn. 

2  Another  entry,  24   Dec.  1569,  naming  the  lands  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  near  the  Forfar  Road,  also 

refers  I  think,  to  him  and  not  to  the  clerk  (D.P  B.  74;,  while  two  other  entries  naming  an  Alexander 
as  buying  part  of  a  cargo  of  wine  22  Nov.  1580,  and  as  owning  consignments  from  Bordeaux  9  Jan., 
20  Feb.  1584  (D.R.S.  1,  4  a),  may  refer  to  him  or  to  Alexander  of  Pittormie  (ante  p.  45,  note  3). 
There  is  no  clear  mention  of  him  as  living  after  1583,  so  that  the  last  named  reference  is  more  likely 
to  be  to  Pittormie,  and,  for  a  like  reason,  the  Alexander  Wedderburn,  commissioner  to  parliament  for 
Dundee  1  Dec.  1585  (A.P.S.  2),  is  probably  not  he,  but  the  clerk,  afterwards  of  Kingennie,  although 
the  omission  of  the  prefix  "  Mr. "  and  the  youth  of  Kingennie  at  the  time  renders  this  a  little  uncertain. 

3  A  facsimile  of  his  and  other  signatures  to  this  disposition  will  be  found  opp.  p.  7  of  vol.  ii. 

1  Agnes  Quhit  remarried  before  14  Feb.  1522  (S.W.  7)  George  Kermychall,  so  that  Isobell  Anderson  was  born 
probably  about  1518.  Isobell  Anderson  is  often  named  as  with  her  husband,  e.g.,  1537  Oct.  11  (Bl.  2); 
1554  Nov.  16  (D.B.R.  57)  ;  1558  Feb.  8,  when  she  is  called  Elizabeth  (D.P.B.  91)  ;  1560  May  30, 
misnamed  Margaret  (D.B.R.  89) ;  1573  July  22  (S.W.  251  ;  1573  July  22-23  (D.P.B.  161,  166;  ;  1590 
July  28  (S.W.  66),  Aug.  11  (D.P.B.  283)  ;  and  1591   March  15  (D.B.R.  287). 

5  She  may  have  been  living  as  late  as  6  Sept.  1 605  the  date  of  a  sasine  in  which  lands  in  Dundee  as  (then  or 

once  ?)  occupied  by  "  Isobell  Anderson,  relict  of  the  late  Alexander  Wedderhurn  "  are  named  (Reg. 
Episc.  Brech.  pp.  234-35). 

6  Synopsis  of  References:— S.W.  25,  32.  66  ;  D.W.  11  s  ;  D.P.B.  166,  169  b,  186,  228,  233,  283  ;  D.B.R.  89, 

145  b,  190  a,  210,  285  a  6,  287  a  ;  D.C.B.  16. 
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Part  I.  30  May  1560,  when  the  bailies  decern  their  "  testimoniall  under  their  seall  "  that  he 

ap"     '  is  "  son  lauchfull  and  begottin  on  matrimony  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Margaret 

(sic  for  Isobell)  Anderson  "  (D.B  R.  89).  There  is  a  decree  for  him  and  his  factors 
2  May  1565  (ib.  145  6),  and,  five  years  later,  20  Sept.  1570,  there  is  a  decree  for 
him  and  his  father  [ib.  190  a).  By  22  July  1572  he  had  gone  abroad  and  was 
settled  as  a  burgess  of  Elsinore  in  Denmark,  being  so  described  in  a  settlement  of 
this  date  of  three  acres  in  the  Eastfield  of  Dudop  made  by  his  aunt  Eufame  Fowlair 
on  his  parents  for  life  and  on  him  in  fee  (D.P.B.  166),  and  there  is  another  settlement 
on  him  by  his  parents  just  a  year  later,  22  July  1573  (S. VV.  25).  He  was  in 
Elsinore  in  1574,  in  which  year,  27  March,  his  father  guarantees  that  his  son  Richard, 
burgess  there,  will  pay  fifty-five  dollars  to  Robert  Wedderburn,  younger,  on  his 
arrival  at  Elsinore  (D.P.B.  169  b).  His  brother  Patrick  seems  to  have  acted  as  his 
attorney  in  Dundee,  granting  discharges  for  him  21  July  1574  and  27  July  1575 
(D.B.R.  210/:  D  P.B.  186)'  On  14  July  1576  his  father  made  a  settlement  of  a 
great  part  of  his  Dundee  property  on  him  as  his  "  heritier,  air,  and  onlie  assignay  " 
(S.W.  32),  after  which  there  is  no  mention  of  him  forsome  years.  In  1583,  May  25, 
he  disponed  his  South  Cowgait  land  to  his  brother  Patrick  (D.B.R.  228),  and 
28  Nov.  in  that  year  his  father  is  named  as  acting  for  himself  and  his  son  Richard 
(D.P.B.  233).  There  is  a  single  mention  of  him,  7  July  1589,  in  David  Wedderburn 's 
Compt  Bulk  (D.W.  lis).  After  the  death  of  his  father  he  sold  his  Dundee 
property  to  his  brother  Patrick  for  2,000  merks,  28  July  1590  (S.W.  66  ;  D.P.B. 
283),  his  discharge  for  which  sum  is  one  of  the  latest  mentions  of  him  in  the 
Dundee  Records. 

He  seems  to  have  been  a  person  of  some  importance  in  Elsinore.  When  Sir 
Patrick  Wans  of  Barnbarrock  went  as  ambassador  from  Scotland  to  Denmark  in 
1587  he  came  "  that  nycht  (8  June)  to  Ricardus  Weddyrbum's  hoviss  at  Elsouenyr," 
and  established  it  seems  some  friendship  with  him  (Corr.  of  Sir  P.  Waus,  p.  396). * 
There  is  a  letter  from  Patrick  Wedderburn  to  Sir  Patrick,  dated  1 1  Sept.  1587,  as 
to  his  brother  Richard  Wedderburn  "  furth  of  Elsonovar  "  (ib.  p.  404),  and  Richard 
is  named  again  12  Feb.  1590  (ib.  p.  404).  There  are  two  royal  licenses  to  Richard 
preserved  in  the  Dundee  records,  dated  24  Sept.  and  27  Oct.  1590.  By  the  former 
he  is  allowed  to  export  from  Scotland  "  seven  haundy  naigis,"  and  by  the  latter  he 
gets  leave  to  export  ten  chalders  of  wheat  yearly  for  ten  years  "  for  making  of 
mayne  flower  thairof  to  the  use  and  table  of  our  dearest  brother  the  Kyng  of 
Denmai'k,  as  he  has  been  accustomat  thir  divers  yeiris  by  past"  (D.B.R.  285  a  b). 
The  last  mentions  of  him  relate  to  a  contract  between  him  and  the  town  council  of 
Dundee  for  the  timber  for  the  roof  of  the  kirk  of  Dundee.  On  27  Oct.  1590 
commissioners  were  appointed  to  contract  with  him,  Patrick  Kynnaird,  and  others 
for  their  timber,  and  a  year  later,  Oct.-Nov.  ]  591,  there  is  a  note  of  the  receipt  from 
Richard  Wedderburn's  servant  of  22  great  joists,  44  feet  long,  and  32  dozen  trees 
of  various  sizes,  from  S  to  32  feet  in  length  (D.C.B.  16). 

It  does  not  appear  if  he  married  or  left  issue.  There  is  no  reference  to  any 
descendants  of  his  in  the  Dundee  Records,  but  this,  in  his  case,  proves  nothing,  as 
he  seems  to  have  become  a  naturalized  Dane,  and  his  descendants  (if  any)  no 
doubt  remained  in  Denmark,  and  may  be  still  traceable  there. 

!  See  the  Correspondence  of  Sir  Patrick  Waus  of  Barnbarrock,  Knt.,  Parson  of  Wigtoun,  First  Almoner  to 
the  Queen,  Senator  of  the  College  of  Justice,  Lord  of  Council  and  Ambassador  to  Denmark,  ed. 
R.  V.  Agnew  ;  Edin.,  Ayr  and  Galloway  Archseol.  Assoc,  1887,  pp.  396,  404,  448.  The  letter  from 
Patrick  Wedderburn,  mentioned  above,  is  as  follows  : — 

"  My  lord,  efter  my  humble  commendation  of  seruice  I  hawe  resauit  ane  lettre  frome  my  brother 
recardus  Wedderburn  furth  of  Elsonovar,  vith  ane  obligatioun  of  Mr  johne  lermonthis  dett,  that 
quhair  the  said  Mr  Jolmne  hes  borrowit,  and  resawit  fra  my  said  brother  recardus,  the  sowme  of 
auchten  auld  dollars  and  aucht  dens  (i.e.,  Danish)  silling,  the  quhilk  the  said  Mr  Johnne  is  bund  in 
his  obligatioun,  and  makis  meutioun  that  your  L.  (i.e.,  lordship)  and  Mr  piter  Young  sail  satisfle  at 
the  sicht  of  his  obligatioun,  quhilk  I  have  in  keping  ;  quhairfore  prayis  your  L.  that  I  may  hawe  the 
siluer  send  to  me  vith  the  first  suir  hand  that  cumis  this  way,  and  resawe  the  said  Mr  Johnneis 
obligatioun.  prayand  your  L.  to  have  me  excusit  of  my  humble  chairg,  for  my  brother  will  luik  for 
the  siloer  the  first  schip  that  sellis  estvart.  nocht  forder  at  this  present,  but  committis  your  L.  to  the 
protextion  of  god.  from  Dundie,  the  elevint  day  of  September  1587. — be  your  L. 's  servitor,  Patrik 
Wedderburn,  burgess  of  dundie." 

The  address  is  torn  off.  Mr.  Peter  Young,  named  in  the  letter,  was  Sir  Patrick's  colleague  in  the 
embassy.  In  auother  letter  from  another  correspondent  in  Elsinore  to  the  Laird  of  Barnbarrock, 
12  Feb.  1590,  the  writer  says,   "  I  commendit  your  L.  lykvyss  to  your  L.  auld  ost  richardus." 


PATRICK,     SON     OF     ALEXANDER. 


2.  Patrick  Wedderburn.     See  below.  Part  i. 

and  Chap.  IV. 

1.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  who  married  James  Turing  (son  and  heir  of  John  Turing), 

burgess  of  Dundee.  Her  parentage  appears  from  an  entry  1 1  Dec.  1 566,  when 
James  Turing  and  Alexander  Wedderburn,  elder,  compear  and  bind  themselves  to 
abide  by  the  deliverance  of  arbiters,  especially  "  anent  the  rest  of  the  said  James' 
tocher  guid  "  (D.B.R.  154),  and  she  is  named  with  her  husband  in  decreets  dated 
4  Nov.  1569,  9  Aug.  1574  (D.B.R.  180,  211  a)  ;  24  Sept.  1574,  when  her  husband's 
father  settles  a  tenement  in  the  Cowgait  on  her  spouse  and  her  (D.P.B.  163); 
IS  May  1584  (D.B.R.  271  e)  ;  and  lastly,  1  Feb.  1595,  when  she  and  her  husband 
resign  the  Cowgait  property  to  John  Scrymgeour  (D.P.B.  301). 

2.  Eufame  "Wedderburn,  who  married  Andrew  Gedd.es  (or  Geddie),  mariner,  citizen 

in  S.  Andrew's,  who  discharged  his  wife's  brother  Patrick  of  her  tocher  5  April  1589. 
The  discharge  is  recorded  as  being  "done  in  the  house  of  Alexander  Wedderburn, 
elder,"  although  Alexander  was  then  dead,  and  is  witnessed  by  James  Turing,  the 
husband  of  Eufame's  sister  Elizabeth  (D.P.B.  314). 

3.  Janet  Wedderburn,  named  in  the  will,  Sept.  1623,  of  her  niece  Magdalene,  who 

m.  Thomas  Jack  (Br.  T.  5).  She  is,  perhaps,  to  be  identified  with  the  Janet 
Wedderburn  named  as  wife  of  Andrew  Auchinlek,  19  Jan.  1593  (D.B.R.  (295  a), 
and  as  his  relict  17  April  1598  (ib.  322  a). 

Patrick  Wedderburn  [1546  1 — 1627].'  He  is  first  named  3  March  1560  as  witness 
to  a  transaction  (D.P.B.  109),  and  then  not  for  ten  years,  when,  12  April  1570,  he  gets  a 
decree  (D.B.R.  186  a).  He  was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee  7  Feb.  1571  (D.L.B.  23), 
and,  two  years  later,  was  in  possession  of  some  lands  in  the  Marketgait,  which  are  named, 
22  July  1573  (S.W.  25,  32),  as  a  boundary  of  some  settled  on  his  brother  Richard  by  his 
parents,  who  at  the  same  time,  23  July,  made  a  settlement  of  a  Skirling's  Wynd  tenement 
on  Patrick,  subject  to  their  own  life-rent  (D.P.B.  161).  He  is  constantly  named  as  a 
witness  from  1570  on,  and  a  facsimile  of  one  of  his  signatures  as  such  will  be  found  in 
vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  7  (S.W.  32). 2  He  was  a  merchant  in  Dundee  and  is  often  so  designed  in 
the  references  to  him,  e.g.,  in  bonds,  &c,  granted  by  him.3  and  there  is  a  reference  to  him 
9  Dec.  1580  as  part  owner  of  a  vessel  trading  with  the  Isles  (D.R.S.  2).  He  was  also  at 
one  time  a  member  of  the  Dundee  council,  and  held  the  office  of  hospital  master.  Thus, 
he  is  named  on  the  council  in  1588  (D.C.B.  10  a  b)  ;  as  magistrate  1596  (D.B.R  2>l\  d) ; 
on  the  council  1599—1603  (D.B  R.336  c,  340;  D.C  B.  21  a  b,  25,  27,  28);  as  hospital  master 
16  July  1600  (B.B.R.  336  a)  ;  on  assize  11,  25  Aug.  1606  (ib.  357) ;  officer  for  poynding 
(ib.  359  a)  ;  on  the  council  17,  22  Sept.  1611,  22  Sept.  1612  (D.C.B.  35  a  b),  and  again  on 
assize,  7  Aug.  1618  (D.P.B.  407  b).  Some  of  the  earlier  references  to  him  are  as  attorney 
for  his  brother  Richard  in  Elsinore,  e.g.,  22  July  1573  (D.P.B.  166);  21  July  1574,  when 
he  grants  a  discharge  in  his  name  (D.B.R.  210/),  and  a  similar  reference  27  July  1575 
(D.P.B.  186 ;.     He  is  also  named  5  April  1589  as  getting  a  discharge  for  the  tocher  of  his 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  25,  32.  66,  103.  162.  175,  188-89,  249,  290  ;  Bl.  2  note  ;  D.  W.  3,  9  g.  11  /, 

13  a,  21ft;  D.C.  44,  53,  55  ;  D.L.B.  23,  33.  38  ;  D.P.B.  60,  109,  148,  161,  163,  166,  173,  186,  1926, 
197  c,  202  a,  207  b,  208,  221  6,  228,  263.  270.  271,  282-83,  293  b.  295,  298,  300,  301,  302  edg,  314,  329  b, 
347,  351,  360,  375.  406,  407,  416,  426  e.  442,  453,  493,  528  ;  D.B.R.  1S6  a,  210 /,  242,  257,  266,  280, 
282,  287  a  A,  311  rf,' 318  a,  331,  336  a  r,  340,  354  d,  357,  359  a,  368,377,  381  a,  390,  395,  407  6,  409,416, 
447  ;  D.C.B.  10  a  b.  21,  25,  27.  28,  35  a  b  ;  D.D.  1,  6,  76  ;  D.Dec.  56  and  note  ;  D.R.S.  2  ;  D.G.R.  2,  4; 
G.S.R.  62  ;  RFC.  28,  32  ;,  F.S.  9,  18  ;  K.D.  7,  10,  28,  29,  34,  39,  41,  45,  50,  51,  56,  58,  61  ;  Br.T.  5. 

2  His  father  calls  him  on  this  occasion  "  Peter  Wedderbume,  my  sone,"  the  names  of  Peter  and  Patrick 

being  used  almost  interchangeably.  For  other  references  to  Patrick  as  a  witness,  &c.,  see  1570 
April  29  (D.P.B.  148)  ;  1571  March  17  (ib.  60) ;  1574  Sept.  24  (ib.  163)  ;  1576  Sept.  22  (ib.  192  b)  ; 
1576-77  Jan.  5-12  (ib.  202  a) ;  1578  March  14  (ib.  207  6)  ;  1580-89,  passim  (D.G.R.  2)  ;  1584  Dec.  30 
(D.P.B.  221  b)  ;  1585  March  16  (D.W.  13  a) ;  1586  June  14,  named  in  a  contract  (ib.  11  I)  ;  1588  Jan. 
17,  witness  (D.P.B.  270)  ;  March  5,  bailie  to  the  constable  (ib.  263) ;  1590  Aug.  5  (ib.  282)  ;  1593  Aug. 
8  (S.W.  103) ;  Sept.  7  (D  P-B.  293)  ;  procurator  (S.W.  297)  ;  1595  Feb.  1  (ib.  301)  ;  May  19  (ib.  302  d)  ; 
1596  Dec.  5  (G.S.R.  62) ;  1598  Dec.  16  (D.P.B.  329  b)  ;  1600-24  (D  G.R.  4)  ;  1603  Feb.  28  (R.D.  7) ; 
March  18  (D.P.B.  351)  ;  1605  March  26  (R.P.C.  32)  ;  Oct.  10  (D.P.B.  360)  ;  1607  May  24  (S.W.  162)  ; 
1609  Oct.  26  (D.C.  44) ;  1612  April  15,  his  lands  named  as  a  boundary  (S.W.  175)  ;  July  6  (D.W. 
12  ft) ;  1613  Jan.  21  (D.B.R.  381  a)  ;  1621  Dec.  22  (D.P.B.  426). 

3  See  1597  May  30,  bond  by  him  (D.B.R.  318  a)  ;  1604  May  16,  bond  of  caution  for  him  (R.P.C.  28)  ;  1605 

June  17,  decree  for  him  (D.B. R.  354  d)  ;  1605,  bond '(R.D.  58)  ;  1607  bond  (ib.  51)  ;  1610,  bond  (ii.41); 
1611,  four  bonds  (ib.  28,  29,  56,  61) ;  1612,  two  bonds  (ib.  34,  50)  ;  1613,  bond  (ib.  39)  ;  1614,  bond 
(ib.  45)  ;  1615  Jan.  25,  discharge  (D.B.R.  390). 
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Part  I.  sister  Eufame  from  her  husband  (D.P.B.  314),  and,  16  July  1590,  as  cautioner  for  Robert 
Chap.  iv.  Wedderburn,  elder,  the  merchant  (D.B.R.  282).1 

He  gradually  acquired  considerable  property  in  Dundee.  His  father's  settlement  of  a 
Skirling's  Wynd  property  on  him  has  been  just  mentioned  (ut  sup.),  and  this  property  was 
settled  by  Patrick  on  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Low,  21June  1578(D.P.B.  208).  Eive  years  later, 
25  May  1583,  he  got  a  South  Cowgait  land  from  his  brother  Richard,  and  this  also  he 
settled  on  his  wife  (D.P.B^  228).2  Still  later,  28  July  1590,  Richard,  who  had  no  doubt 
determined  to  remain  in  Elsinore,  sells  the  whole  of  his  Dundee  property  to  Patrick  and 
his  wife  for  2,000  merks  (S  W.  66  ;  D.P.B.  283),  for  which  sum  he  gave  Patrick  a  discharge 
15  March  1591  (D.B.R.  287  a).  The  sale  was  subject  to  the  life-rent  of  their  mother 
Isobell  Anderson,  but  she  seems  to  have  released  her  interest  to  Patrick  (ib.  287  h),  who 
undertook  to  maintain  her  (D.P.B  295).  Sasine  of  the  North  Marketgait  property  is 
given  to  Patrick  and  his  wife  25  Oct.  1594  (D.P.B.  298),  and  in  the  following  year, 
18  April  1595,  he  made  a  settlement  of  it  on  his  sons  Robert  and  Adam  (ib.  302  c). 
He  added  to  this  house,  4  Sept.  1599,  with  leave  of  his  neighbour,  Robert  Smyth  (D.BR. 
331),  and  made  another  settlement  of  it  on  his  son  Alexander,  who  later  (D.P.B.  375), 
12  May  1611,  joins  with  his  father  in  consenting  to  a  neighbour  putting  in  his  adjoining 
premises  a  window  overlooking  their  land  (D.BR.  368).  They  disponed  part  of 
this  property,  22  March,  6  April,  17  May  1616.  to  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie 
(S.W.  188-89  ;  D.P.B.  407  ;  D.B.R.  395), 3  the  disposition  being  signed  by  them  and  then- 
wives,  who  consented  thereto  (see  facsimile  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  24),  and  at  the  same  time 
Patrick  made  a  settlement  of  some  acres  in  the  East  field  of  Dudop  on  his  son  Alexander 
(D.P.B.  416).4  The  date  of  Patrick's  death  is  not  accurately  fixed.  He  is  named 
as  a  legatee  in  the  will  of  his  daughter  Magdalen,  who  died  in  1623  (Br.T.  5);  was  on 
assize  12  Jan.  1625  (D.B.R.  409);  and  was  living  28  Jan.  1626  (D.C.  53),  while  there 
is  also  a  discharge  granted  to  Patrick  Wedderburn,  elder,  and  his  son  Alexander  28  Ma\r 
in  that  year  (D.D.  1).  The  lands  of  Patrick  Wedderburn  in  North  Argylegait  are  named 
as  a  boundary  9  July  1627  (D.C.  55),  so  that  he  may  have  been  living  even  then,  when 
he  cannot  have  been  much  under  eighty  years  of  age.  He  was  certainly  dead  before  8  May 
1631,  when  his  lands  are  named  as  once  his  (S.W.  249)/' 

He  was  twice  married,  or  at  least  twice  contracted  to  be  married  : — - 

i.  About  1576,  to  Janet  Duncan,  daughter  of  John  Duncan.  This  is  proved  bj'an 
entry  dated  17  May  1576,  when  Janet  Duncan  and  Patrick  Wedderburn,  her  spouse  future, 
renounce  all  she  might  claim  at  her  father's  death  for  a  tocher  now  promised  to  Patrick 
(D.P.B.  173).  This  is  the  sole  reference  to  this  marriage,  and  it  may  be  that  Janet  Duncan 
died  before  it  was  completed.  She  was  certainly  dead  s.p.  before  21  June  1578,  when 
Elizabeth  Low  is  named  as  wife  to  Patrick  (D.P.B.  208). 

ii.  Before  21  June  1578  to  Elizabeth  Low,  relict  of  James  Rait0  (D.P.B.  208),  who 
is  constantly  named  with  Patrick  in  the  Dundee  records  (ut  suj).).  By  her,  who  was  living 
18  May  1616  (S.W.  189  ;  D.P.B.  416),  but  the  date  of  whose  death  is  not  ascertained" 
Patrick  Wedderburn  had  issue  four  sons"  and  a  daughter : — 

'  See  also  David  Wedderburn's  Compt.  Buik,  1596  Dec.  7  "(lent)  Patrick  Wedderburn  my  dager  and 
promesit  me  als  gude  thairfor"  (D.W.  3),  and,  ib.  9g,  where  lie  is  named  in  a  list  of  debtors. 

2  It  is  named  again  18  July  1583  (D.B.R  266). 

:1  This  property  is  often  named  as  once  that  of  Patrick  (or  Peter)  and  Alexander  Wedderburn  (see  S  W 
249,  277  ;  D.P.B.  407  ;  D.B.R.  395  ;  G.R  S.  6  n,  14  n  ;  F.S.  9,  66  n.),  in  a  note  to  the  last  of  which 
references  in  Vol.  ii.  I  have  fallen  into  error  as  to  the  identity  of  both  Peter  and  Alexander. 

4  His  lands  are  also  named  in  his  lifetime,  1602  May  18  (D.P.B.  347);  1605  Feb.  12  (RD.  10)  ;  1612  April  15 
(S.W.  175),  and  Bl.  2  note.     -He  is  also  named  in  a  transumpt  (D.B.R.  447). 

B  See  for  references  to  his  lands  after  his  death  1636  Nov.  9  (D.D.  6)  ;  1638  Feb.  14  (D.B.R.  406  ;  Dec.  26 
(D.P.B.  442);  1640  Nov.  5  {ib.  400-51)  ;  1641  March  1  («6.  453)  ;  1644  March  11  (S.W.  290)  •  1648 
June  14  (F.S.  18)  ;  1664  March  24  (D.P.B.  493)  ;  1676  Nov.  11  (ii.  528)  ;  1705  July  9  (D.Dec.  56  note) - 
1709  April  20  (D.D.  76). 

6  She  is  also  named  10  Nov.  1581  (D.P.B.  197  c),  and  had  two  sons  by  her  first  husband,  James  and  Gilbert 

Rait,  sometimes  named  as  the  uterine  brothers  of  the  children  of  her  second  marriage  (D.P.B.  271. 
300  ;  D.B.R.  242,  257,  280 ;  and  D.Dec.  56).  James  Rait  was  living  1595,  and  married  Violet  Clerk 
(D.P.B.  302 g). 

7  There  is  a  reference,  19  Jan.  1575,  to  a  Patrick  Wedderburn  youuger  (D.B.R.  213),  and  11  June  1601 

(R.P.C.  21)  a  Patrick  Wedderburne  and  Patrick  his  son,  are  named  as  defenders  in  a  suit.  But, 
though  Patrick's  other  sous  are  frequently  and  distinctly  mentioned  in  the  Dundee  Records,  there 
are  no  other  references  to  any  son  of  this  name,  and  I  think  that  the  latter  of  these  entries  is 
to  Peter  Wedderburn  (m.  Margaret  Kinloch)  and  his  son  Peter  (post  p.  91),  the  names  Peter  and 
Patrick  being,  as  I  have  already  observed  (ante  p.  77  n.  2),  often  used  interchangeably.     The  former 
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1.  Alexander  Wedderburn.     See  below.  Part  i. 

2.  RobertWedderburn  [1585?— 1616  ?]     He  is  first  named    25  April    1588  as  a  chap- 1V- 

substitute  in  an  entail  by  James  Reat,  his  uterine  brother,  on  Alexander  Wedder- 
burn, his  brother  german,  of  certain  North  Marketgait  land  (D.P.13.  271).  He 
was  living  18  April  1595,  when  Patrick  Wedderburn,  his  father,  settles  his  North 
Marketgait  land  on  him  and  his  brother,  Adam  (ib.  302  c) ;  and  he  is,  I  think,  the 
person  of  his  name,  designed  "younger,"  who  is  a  witness  3  .Ian.  1603  (D.P.B. 
349) ;  and,  again,  who,  "  servitor  to  John  Boxer,  maltman,"  is  named  as  having  a 
suit  v.John  Fotheringham,  in  an  entry  dated  apparently  13  Dec.  1611  (D.B.R. 
373).  He  died  before  6  April  1616,  when  he  is  named  as  "the  late  Robert 
Wedderburn,  son  of  Patrick  Wedderburn,  burgess,"  and  Alexander,  his  brother 
german,  is  his  heir  (ib.  406) 1 

3.  Adam  Wedderburn.     First  named  in  a  settlement  on  him  and  his  brother  Robert, 

18  April  1595  (D.P.  \i.  302e),and  next  as  witness  to  a  bond  by  his  father  25  May  1607 
(R.D.  51).2  On  13  Sept  1610  (ib.  378)  he  is  named  with  his  brother  Alexander  as  a 
witness,  and  is  called  "  merchant,  burgess,"  although  it  was  not  till  26  March  1611 
that  he,  "mercator,"  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  (D.L.B.  38).8  In  this  year, 
7  Oct.,  he  was  fined  for  an  assaulton  one  James  Symson  (D.B.R.  371).  He  was  living 
5  Jan.  1612,  when  he  is  called  "son  of  Patrick  Wedderburn,  and  brother  of 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  junior"  (D.P.B.  380  ;  D.B.R.  447  ;  D.D.  76),  but  probably 
died  soon  after,  as  on  15  June  1612  one  William  Pitillock  is  ordered  to  pay  to 
his  father,  Patrick  Wedderburn,  a  debt  which  he  owed  to  his  son  Adam  (D.B.R.  377). 
He  was  certainly  dead  before  6  April  1616,  when  his  brother  Alexander  is  returned 
heir  to  him  (D.P.B.  406).  He  is  also  mentioned  as  deceased  in  a  disposition  bv  his 
brother  Alexander,  28  Jan.  1626  (D.C.  53). 

4.  John  Wedderburn.     He  is  only  once  named,  viz.,  as  a  legatee  in  the  will,  Sept.  1 623, 

of  his  sister  Magdalen,  wife  of   Thomas   Jack,  who  leaves  to  her  brother,  John 
Wedderburn,  merchant,  the  sum  of   £100   as  soon  as  he  attains  the  age  of  15 
(Br.T.  5). 
The  daughter, 

Magdalen  Wedderburn  married  Thomas  Jak,  and  is  named  as  his  wife  10  Oct.  1610, 
22  April  162U  (D.P.B.  360,  421),  and  again  as  complaining  of  a  libel  by  James 
Gibsone,  15  Aug.  1621  (D.C.B.  46).  She  died  in  Sept.  1623,  and  by  her  will,  given 
up  22  Sept.  in  that  year,  and  confirmed  26  Jan.  1624  (Br.T.  5),  made  her  sons, 
Patrick  and  Alexander,  her  executors,  and  leaves  legacies  to  her  father,  Patrick 
Wedderburn,  her  brother  John  (ut  sup.),  and  to  Janet  Wedderburn,  her  father's 
sister. 

Alexander  Wedderburn  [1 580 — 1642],4  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Patrick  Wedderburn 
and  Elizabeth  Low,  was,  like  his  father,  a  merchant  in  Dundee.  He  is  first  named  25  April 
1588,  when  his  uterine  brother,  James  Reat,  settles  a  North  Marketgait  land  on  him  and 
his  brother,  Robert  (D.P.B.  271),  and,  next,  28  Jan.  1596,  when  the  same  James  Reat 
resigns  another  North  Marketgait  land  to  Patrick  Wedderburn  and  his  wife,  who  thereupon 
settle  it  on  their  son  Alexander  (D.P.B.  300).  He  seems  to  have  been  educated  at 
S.  Andrew's  (S.A.R.  1 2,  14),  and  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  22  July  1600  (D.L.B.  33). 
After  this  he  is  continually  named  in  the  Dundee  records  as  witness,  e.g.,  6  Nov.  1603, 

entry  is  not  so  easily  explicable,  as  both  Peter,  the  son  of  Peter  Wedderburn,  and  the  Peter,  the 
son  of  Alexander,  the  old  clerk,  were  then  very  young.  Another  reference,  28  May  1626  (D.D.  1), 
referred  to  above,  when  Patrick  is  called  "  elder,"  presents  no  difficulty  as  his  grandson  Patrick 
(post  p.  80)  was  then  alive. 

1  Some  references  (1604-9,  R.D.  13,  14,  15,  17,  18,  20,  22)  may  be  to  him,  but  are  more  probably  to  Robert, 

the  merchant  (ante  p.  19,  note  4).    . 

2  He  is  also  witness  to  bonds  by  his  father  1611-12  (R.D.  28,  29,  34),  and  cautioner  to  another  bond  of  him 

in  £1,612  (ib.  50).     In  some  of  these  references  he  is  called  "merchant." 

3  The  wording  of  this  entry  is  peculiar,  as  Adam  is  described  as  the  son  of  Patrick  "  qui  fuit  frater  gildic," 

although  Patrick  was  certainly  living  at  this  date. 

4  Synopsis  of  References:— S.W.  188-89,  196,  228,  229,  230,  244,  246,  248,  256,  261,  273,  277,  279  ;  S.A.R. 

12,  14  ;  D.C.  44.  53  ;  D.L.B.  33  ;  D.P.B.  271,  300,  348  b,  351,  356,  360,  370  b,  375,  378,  380,  391,  393, 
406,  407,  416,  424,  433  a,  435  a  b,  436,  440,  442,  450,  453,  465  a,  470,  475,  518,  536  ;  D.B.R.  368, 
380,  383,  390,  395,  412  a,  415,  418  a,  434,  435,  439,  442  a  b,  447  ;  D.C.B.  35  b,  36,  42,  50  c  ;  D.D.  1  ; 
D.R.S.  19,  27,  30  ;  D.G.R.  4,  5,  8,  10;  R.P.C.  28,  40  ;  R.P.S.  31  ;  G.R.S.  14  n ;  F.S.  6,  7,  9  ;  R.D. 
19,28,30,34,38,  39,41,  iSabcd,  48,  50,  51,  52,  56,  58,  60,  61  a b,  65,68c,  98, 117,  122  ;  R.A.D. 
66,  67,  68;  P.B.N.  9,  16,  17,  24. 
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Cha  ''iv  18Maroh  1603-4'  (D.P.B.  348/.,  351),  as  one  of  several  burgesses  for  whom  a  bond  of 
*  caution  was  given  16  May  1604  (R.P  C.  28),  and  as  acquiring  and  alienating  property  in 
Dundee,  e.g.,  2  March  1605  (D.P.B.  356).  He  is  at  first  called  "younger,"  e.g.,  15  March 
1610  (R.P.C.  40),  in  distinction  from  Alexander  of  Pittormie  (ante  p.  45-46),  but  later 
becomes  "elder"  in  opposition  to  his  namesake,  the  mariner,  son  of  Robert  Wedderburn  and 
grandson  of  the  old  clerk  (post,  Part  II.,  chap,  ii.).'2  On  1  2  May  1611  he  joins  with  his  parents 
in  granting  a  license  to  Thomas  Young  (l).B.R.  368),  and  22  March  16 16  is  again  named  with 
them  as  alienating  a  South  Marketgait  foreland  to  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie 
(S.W.  188)  by  a  disposition  signed  by  him  (S.W.  189,  and  see  facsimile  of  his  signature 
vol  ii.,  opp.  pp.  24,  192).  Soon  after,  6  April,  he  was  retoured  heir  to  his  brothers,  Robert 
and  Adam,  in  a  North  Margetgait  land  (D.P.  B.  406),  which  he  resigned  the  same  day  (ib. 
407).  He  and  his  parents  ratified  their  alienation  of  South  Marketgait  to  the  clerk  on 
17  May  in  this  year  (D.B.R.  395  and  ante  p.  76,  note  2),  and  the  next  day,  18  May, 
Alexander  aud  his  wife  produce  a  charter  to  them  by  his  parents  of  acres  in  the  Eastfield 
of  Dudop  (O.P.B.  416).  In  the  same  year,  1  July,  he  resigns  certain  few  fermes  (ib.  391) 
and  makes  a  settlement  on  his  sons  Patrick  and  John  (ib.  393). 

He  seems  to  have  been  an  active  merchant,  although  his  credit  is  brought  in  question 
by  an  entry  relating  to  the  escheat  of  his  goods  for  non-payment  of  a  debt  4  July  1616 
(R.P.S.  31).  Later  on,  19  July  1620,  16  Feb.  1626,  3  Dec.  1628,  he  is  named  as  owning 
goods  arriving  at  Dundee  from  Flanders,  Bordeaux,  and  Stockholm  (D.R.S.  19,  27,  30). 3 
He  also  took  his  share  in  the  affairs  of  the  burgh.  Thus,  22  Sept.  1612,  he  is  elected  for 
the  merchants  (D.C  B.  35  6) ;  2  Feb.  1613,  he  signs  a  contract  between  the  town  and  William 
Wedderburn,  their  minister  (ib.  36),  an  occasion  on  which  he  is  called  "  magister,"  in 
reference  to  his  degree  at  the  university  (S.A.R.  14) ;  20  Sept.  1615,  he  is  elected  on  the 
council  and  put  on  the  leet  for  bailie  [ib.  42),  and  in  and  before  1624  he  is  collector  of  duties 
(D.G.R.  4,  5),  an  office  he  also  filled  14  Oct.  1627,  26  Nov.  1633,  and  15  April  1634  (D.C.B. 
50  c  ;  D.G.R.  8).  He  is  several  times  named  as  on  assize,  e.g.,  6  Aug.,  6  Oct.  1634  ;  12  Jan. 
1635,  and  22  April  1637  (D.B.R.  412  a,  415,  434,  435);  and  15  April  1640  gives  evidence 
that  a  certain  document  (1632)  is  in  the  hand  of  the  late  clerk,  Alexander  Wedderburn, 
second  of  Kingennie  (S.W.  279). 

He  is  named  28  Jan.  1626  as  resigning  a  land  in  North  Argylegait  to  David  Smairt 
(D.C.  53),4  from  whom  he  got  a  discharge  dated  28  May  in  the  same  year  (D.D.  1).  He 
seems  (for  the  reference  may  be  to  his  namesake,  the  mariner)  to  have  acquired  a  South 
Argylegait  land  3  July  1627,  and  on  20  July  1631  he  resigned  three  acres  in  the  east  field 
of  Dudop  to  Sir  John  Scrymgeour  (P.B  N.  21).  The  lands  in  the  Marketgait  alienated  to 
the  clerk  are  named  as  once  his,  26  Dec.  1638,  29  May  1639,  and  5  Nov.  1640  (D.P.B. 
442,  450;  F.S.  9).  There  is  a  transumpt,  25  Dec.  1640,  of  two  sasines  (1609,  1617), 
naming  him,  his  wife  and  their  sons,  John  and  Andrew  (D.B.R.  442  a  b).  The  last  mention 
of  him  as  living  is  dated  22  Jan.  1642  (ib.  465)  and  he  died  before  10  June  1643,  when  his 
son  Andrew  settled  on  his  wife  the  lands  once  belonging  to  his  father,  the  late  Alexander 
Wedderburn  (ib.  4701.  His  lands  are  occasionally  referred  to  after  his  death  as  ouce  his, 
e.g.,  1651  June  3,  1671  Dec.  17,  1685  June  5  (D.P.B.  475,  5! 8,  536). 

He  married  soon  after  1601  Barbara  Auchinlek,  and  by  her,  who  is  often  named 
with  him  (e.g.,  S.W.  188,  189  ;, D.P.B.  375  ;  D.B.R.  369,  395)  up  to  1616,  but  the  date  of 
whose  death  is  not  ascertained,  had  issue  four  sons  and  perhaps  some  daughters.  The 
sons  were 

1.  Patrick  Wedderburn.     He  is  named  13  April  1617,  when  his  parents  settle  a 
North  Marketgait  tenement  on  him  and  his  brother  John  (O.P.B.  393).     He  died 

1  Other  references  to  him  as  witness  will  be  found  28  Feb.  1608  (D.P.B.  370)  ;  26  Oct   1609  (D  C.  44)  ; 

13  Sept.  1610  (D.P.B.  378)  ;  3  Sept.  1611,  merchant  (D.B.R.  383) ;  1613  (R.D.  39)  ;  25  Jan.  1615, 
discharge  to  him  and  his  father  (D.B.R.  390)  ;  1618  May  22  (S.W.  196)  ;  1621  April  24  'D.P.B.  424) ; 
26  March  1622  (P.B.N.  9)  ;  20  Keb.  1626  (ib.  16) ;  1627  May  31  (S.W.  228)  ;  1631  April  14  (S.W.  248)  ; 
1633  June  11  (S.W.  261)  ,  1634  Jan.  30  (D.P.B.  433a)  ;  1635  June  3,  4  (ib.  435  «  h)  ;  Dec.  18  (ib. 
436) ;  1637  Dec.  2  (F.S.  6)  ;  1639  March  8  (D.B.R.  439)  ;  June  10  (ib.  418  a.)  He  is  also  named, 
1605-39  as  attorney,  procurator,  &c,  S.W.  246,  256.  273,  277;  D.P.B.  360,380,  440;  D.B.R.  380, 
447  ;  G.R.S.  14  n  ;  F.S.  7  ;  R.D.  9S  ;  R.A.D.  66,  67,  68  ;  P.B.N.  17. 

2  He  is  first  called  "  elder  "  3  July  1627  'S.W.  229).     See  also  a  precept  of  sasine  addressed  to  him,  "  elder, 

merchant  in  Dundee,"  8  June  1630  (S.W.  244),  immediately  after  which  his  namesake,  the  mariner, 

is  called  "  younger  "  (ib.  246). 
-1  There  are  many  references  to  bonds  to  which  he  is  a  party,  1605-35,  in  the  Register  of  Deeds.     R.D.  19, 

28,  30.  34,  38,  41,  43,  48,  50,  51.  52,  56,  58,  60,  61,  65,  68,  117,  122. 
4  See  facsimile  of  his  signature  in  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  192. 
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before  5  Nov.  1640,  when  his  brother  Andrew  is  retoured  heir  to  him  in  this  very  Part  I. 
property  (D.P.B.  451),  which  is  again  referred  to  as  having  once  been  his,  10  June  chaP-  Iv- 
1643  (D.P.B.  470) ;  and  see  also  D.M.D.  2,  note. 

2.  John  Wedderburn,  named   13  April  1617  in  the  above  settlement  (D.P.B.  393), 

and  as  deceased  5  Nov.  1640,  when  his  brother  Andrew  is  returned  heir  to  him  also 
(D.P.B.  450).  He  is  also  named  in  a  transumpt  of  the  1617  sasine  (D.B.R.  442  a  ; 
and  see  again  D.M.D.  2,  note.) 

3.  Andrew  Wedderburn.     See  below. 

4.  William  Wedderburn.       There  are  only   two  references  to  him  in  the  Dundee 

records,  viz.  (a)  5  Feb.  1640,  when  William  Wedderburn,  mariner,  son  of  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  elder,  merchant,  is  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  (D.L.B.  50).     The 
entry  adds  that  his  "accidents"  were  paid,  and  there  is  another  and  later  note, 
(b)  12  Nov.  1641,  in  which  he  is  named  as  having  paid  his  accidents  (D.G.R.  9).1 
The  third-  son, 

Andrew  Wedderburn  [1609-83]. 3  The  earliest  reference  to  him  is  to  a  sasine 
of  a  North  Marketgait  land  made  in  his  favour  14  March  1609  transumed  25  Dec.  1640 
(D.B.R.  442  b),  made  probably  soon  after  his  birth.  He  was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee 
22  April  1634  (D.L.B.  51),  though  he  is  named  as  living  at  S.  Andrew's  in  June  of  the 
following  year  (D.P.B.  435  6).4  He  is  also  named  as  a  witness  3  June  1635  (ibA35  a)  and 
20  Jan.  1637  (R.D.  122).  He  was.  as  we  have  seen,  entered  heir  to  his  brothers  Patrick  and 
John,  5  Nov.  1640  (D.P.B.  450-51),  in  certain  North  Marketgait  lands  in  regard  to  which 
he  is  often  named.  He  was  a  long  merchant  in  Dundee,  and  there  is  a  note  among 
the  papers  of  the  Skinners  or  Glover's  Craft,  "  1644-45,  To  Andro  Wedderburn  for  libbins 
to  our  sojers  40s."  (D.T.G.  In).  He  took  his  part  in  burgh  affairs,  and  was  for  some 
time  collector  of  duties  or  "stentar."  Thus,  12  March  1649,  he  is  on  an  inquest 
(D.B.R.  451);  11  Dec.  1650,  he  is  chosen  "stentar"  (D.C.B.  94) ;  10  May  1664,  he  is 
continued  in  the  excise,  and  26  Dec.  renders  his  accounts,  which  are  passed  (ib.  107, 
109);  1669-70,  often  named  as  stentar"  (ib.  115);  25  July  1676,  he  acts  as  bailie 
(F.S.  64),  and,  13  June  1683,  shortly  before  his  death,  is  on  an  inquest  (D.  Dec.  12). 
His  properties  in  Dundee  are  often  mentioned.  Thus,  13  July  1650,  he  is  named  as 
occupying  a  North  Marketgait  tenement  (D.P.B.  457);  3  June  1651,  lands  of  his  father, 
now  his,  are  mentioned  (ib.  475) ;  1653,  there  is  a  disposition  by  him  to  Robert  Douglas  of 
a  Dundee  property  (D.Dec.  56);  25  May,  30  Nov.  1659,  a  South  High  Street  and  a  South 
Murraygait  tenement,  once  his,  are  named  (ib.  483  a  b)  ;  18  Sept.  1666,  his  lands  in  North 
Marketgait  (ib.  501);  22  Jan.  1670,  17  Dec.  1671,  2  Nov.  1676,  in  North  Argylegait  (ib. 
513,  518,  527) ;  and,  3  May  1682,  the  South  High  Street  land,  once  his  (ib.  533).  After  his 
death  these  lands  continue  to  be  named  for  some  years  as  having  once  been  his,  e.g., 
5  June  1685  (D.P.B.  536)  ;  13  Nov.  1723  (D.P.B.  571  ;  D.D.  93);  and  10  Aug.  1726 
(D.D.  96).5 

He  is  often  named  as  witness,  attorney,  or  as  party  to  bonds,  &c,  and  generally  designed 
"merchant,  burgess  of  Dundee."  Such  references  to  him  maybe  found  20  Nov.  1848, 
when  he  is  named  as  the  owner  of  some  timber  from  Norway  (D.R.S.  34) ;  21  March  1649 
(D.P.B.  4566);  1  June  1649,  attorney  for  David  Ogilvy  of  Kynaltie  (F.S.  20);  1651-52, 
bonds  by  him  (R.D.  140,  151,  174);  13  March  1655,. witness  (ib.  467)  ;  25  Jan.  1667, 
witness  (D.D.  14) ;  18  May,  2  Sept  1657,  named  (D.B.R.  468  b) ;  10  Feb.,  4  July  1658, 
procurator  and  witness  (D.P.B.  503) ;  28  May  1672,  witness  (F.S.  57).6     He  died  between 

1  This  entry  is  placed  out  of  date  in  the  Gildrie  Record,  with  entries  of  1631-32. 

2  I  place  Andrew  as  third  and  eldest  surviving  son.     Had  the  order  of  priority  been  Andrew,  Patrick, 

John,  William,  the  heir  of  Patrick  and  John  would  have  been  William  not  Andrew  (see  post,  p.  96, 

n.  2).     This  further  accords  with  the  inference  that  Andrew  was  William's  senior  to  be  drawn  from 

the  dates  of  their  admission  as  burgesses. 
a  .Synopsis  of  References:— D.L.B.  51;  D.P.B.  435  ab,  450,  451,  456  6,  457,  470,  475,  483  a  A,   501,503, 

518,  527,  533,  536,  571  ;  D.B.R.  442  6,  451,  455,  467,  468  b  ;  D.C.B.  94,  107,  109,  115.  122  a;  D.D. 

14,  26.  27,  93,  96  ;  D.Dec.  12,  56  note;  D.T.G.  2  n  ;  D.M.D.  4,  8,  15  ;  F.S.  20,  57,  64  ;  R.D.  122,  140, 

157,  174. 
4  He  may  be  the  person  of  his  name  who  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1635  (S.A.R.  24),  but  I  think  the 

entry  more  probably  refers  to  the  son  of  Mr.  David  Wedderburn  of  Burntisland,  ante,  p.  21. 
=  There  is  an  entry  (D.C.B,  122  a)  recording  the  admission  of  Andrew  Wedderburn  as  conjunct  writer, 

1   March  1677,  which  seems  to  refer  to  this  Andrew,  although  it  is  singular  that  he,  a  merchant, 

should  late  in  h'fe  become  a  writer,     There  is,  however,  no  one  else  of  his  name  to  whom  it  can  refer, 

as  his  only  contemporary  namesake  was  Mr.  Andrew  Wedderburn,  minister  of  Liff  (ante,  p.  50),  and 

it  is  at  least  equally  difficult  to  refer  the  entry  to  him. 
11  He  is  also  named  as  witness  or  godfather  some  sixteen  times,  1646-75,  in  the  Dundee  Register  of  Baptisms. 
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Sept.  1683  and  Sept.  1684,  as  is  proved  by  an  entry  among  the  Mortcloth  Dues  of 
Dundee  for  that  period  (D.M.D.  15).  He  was  twice  married,  but  had  no  issue  by  either 
wife.  This  is  clear  from  the  absence  of  any  mention  of  children  of  his  from  both  the 
Dundee  records  and  also  from  all  the  other  records  searched  for  this  work.  In  particular, 
the  Dundee  Register  of  Baptisms  contain  no  entry  of  any  such  issue.  His  two  marriages 
were — 

i.  About  29  April  1643  to  Elspet  Fletcher,  natural  daughter  of  Sir  George  Geoi-ge 
Fletcher  of  Restemoth,  Kt.  This  is  proved  by  a  sasiue,  10  June  1643,  to  her  and  her 
husband  of  property  in  Dundee,  made  with  consent  of  J  ames  Fletcher,  the  provost,  and 
referring  to  their  marriage  contract  of  29  April  (D.P.B.  470).  There  is  also  a  decree 
v.  her  and  her  husband  21  July  1652  (D.B.R.  455).  She  died  between  Martinmas  1663 
and  Whitsuntide  1664  (D.M.D.  4). 

ii  At  Dundee  (by  banns),  17  Dec.  1664  (D.M.  9),  to  Christian  Duncan.  He 
would  seem  to  have  been  already  married  to  her  by  Scotch  law,  as,  18  July  preceding, 
George  Fletcher,  bailie,  dispones  a  tenement  to  them  and  their  children,  if  they  should 
have  any  (D.D.  27).  They  are  named  again  28  Jan.  1676,  when  Andrew  settles  an  Overgait 
house  on  himself  and  his  wife,  but  no  children  are  named  (ib.  26).  Christian  Duncan 
died  between  Sept.  1677  and  Sept.  1678  (D.M.D.  8). 


Tabular  pedigree  showing  descent  from  Alexander  Wedderburn,  elder,  1505 — 168 J/.. 


Alexander  Wedderburn,  elder,  1505 — 87.=rIsobell,  dau.  of  Thomas  Anderson,  m. 
Burgess  of  Dundee  1527.  I  1537.     Living,  his  widow,  1594. 


Richard  Wedder- 
burn, 1540M590. 
Burgess  iu  Elsi- 
nore,  Denmark, 
where  he  pro- 
bably married. 


1.    Janet,=PatriekWedder-=f=2.  Elizabeth 


da.  o£  John 
Duncan, 
1576;d.s.p. 
1577. 


burn,      1546  ?- 
1627,  merchant, 
burgess  of  Dun- 
dee, 1571. 


Low,  rehctof 
James  Rait, 
m.  1578.  Liv- 
ing 1616. 


Elizabeth,  Euphame,  Janet  [?mar. 
m.  James  m. Andrew  Andrew  Au- 
Turing.  Geddes.         chiulek]. 


Alexander  Wed-=|=Barbara  Au- 
derburn,  1580 —  !  chinlek.  Liv- 
1642.      Burgess     ing  1616. 
of  Dundee,  1600. 


Robert   Wedder- 
burn, d.s.p.   circ. 
1616.  Hisbrother 
Alexander,    his 
heir. 


Adam     Wedder- 
burn, d.s.p.  cire. 
1612.  Hisbrother 
Alexander,    his 
heir. 


John  Wedder- 
burn. Living 
under  15  years 
of  age,  1623. 


Magdalene, 
m.     Thomas 
Jack.       She 
died  1623. 


Patrick  Wedder-  John  Wedder-  1.  Elspet= Andrew  Wed-=2.  Christian  William  Wedder- 
burn,   d.s.p.   be-  burn,    d.s.p.    be-  Fletcher,         derburn,  b.         Duncan,  burn,      mariner, 
fore   1640.      His  fore   1640.      His  1643  ;  d.          1609,  d.s.p.         1664  ;  d.  burgess  of   Dun- 
brother  Andrew,  brother  Andrew,  s.p.  1663-         1683-84.              s.p.1677-  dee,  1640. 
his  heir.  his  heir.  64.                                                 78. 


PART    I. 

Chapter  V. 

Notices  of  Various  Persons,  chiefly   in  Dundee,   unidentified  in  the  preceding 

Chapters. 

I  now  proceed  to  give  particulars  of  some  few  persons  of  the  name,  whose  parentage  Part  I. 
I  have  failed  to  ascertain,  and  whom  I  have  thus  been  unable  to  work  into  the  continuous  Chap.  v. 
history.  These  are  chiefly  persons  whose  names  occur  in  the  Dundee  Eecords,  although  I 
have  added  two  or  three  whom  I  find  recorded  elsewhere,  as  for  example,  Adam  Wedder- 
burn  in  S.  Andrew's,  and  Alexander  Wedderburn,  Vicar  of  Sandridge,  co.  Herts.  Of 
those  mentioned  in  the  Dundee  Records,  most  are  naturally  women,  who,  after  their 
marriages,  cease  to  be  closely  connected  with  their  fathers'  family,  the  males  of  the 
name,  clearly  named  in  the  records,  but  still  unidentified,  being  principally  three,  viz., 
Sir  Thomas  (1500-68),  Mathew  (1540-1600),  and  Archibald  (1564-65).  I  have  in  some 
cases  been  able  to  add  some  remarks  by  way  of  suggestion  as  to  the  parentage  of  this 
or  that  individual,  but  they  are  suggestions  only  and  no  more.  In  another  part  of  this 
volume  (Part  vi.)  I  shall  have  to  deal  with  some  other  individuals  (later  in  date  than 
those  here  dealt  with),  whom,  equally,  I  cannot  place,  as  well  as  with  other  families 
of  the  name  in  Scotland,  England,  and  abroad,  in  regard  to  whom  I  have  obtained 
considerable  material,  but  whose  connection  with  the  Forfarshire  family  I  have  failed  to 
prove. 

Adam  Wedderburn1  in  St.  Andrew's  [1650-57].  He  is  thrice  named  in  the  S.  Andrew's 
Reg.  of  Baptisms,  which  have  been  searched  1627-75,  and  from  these  it  appears  that 
he  married  Margaret  Lowsone  and  had  three  daughters,  viz.,  Margaret,  b.  1650; 
Isobell,  b.  1653  ;  and  Jean,  b.  1657. 

The  entries  of  the  baptisms  of  these  three  daughters  are  as  follows  : — 

(a\  1650.     Jan.   15 — Adam  Wedderburne  in   Newton  of   Nydie  had  ane   daughter,    eallit 
Margaret :   witnesses  David  Walker  &  Joan  Killoeh. 

(b)  1653.     Feb.    3. — Adam  Wedderburne  &  Margaret  Lowsone  a  daughter  baptised  called 

Isbell.     John  Traill  &  James  Hyviestown  witnesses. 

(c)  1657.     Jan.   11. — Adam   Wedderburne  in   Deanhead  and  Margaret  Lowson  a  daughter 

baptised  called  Jeane.  Thomas  Mertin  and  James  Hyviestown 
witness. 
I  can  make  but  slight  suggestion  as  to  this  individual.  The  only  person  of  the  name  in  the 
Dundee  family  is  the  son  (ante,  p.  79)  of  Patrick,  and  he  died  s-p.  before  1616.  We  find  the  name 
in  the  Edinburgh  (Canongate)  registers  at  a  somewhat  earlier  date  (post  vol.  ii,  pp.  504-5),  but  there 
is  nothing  to  connect  the  above  individual  with  the  Edinburgh  family.  From  the  last  entry  he 
would  seem  to  have  moved  south  from  Nydie.  which  lies  west  of  S.  Andrew's  on  the  river  Eden,  to 
Deanhead  or  Denhead,  where,  years  later,  1718-22,  we  again  find  the  name.  I  have  already  (p.  47  n) 
suggested  that  the  family  in  this  neighbourhood  may  be  descendants  of  John,  son  of  Alexander  of 
Pittormie. 

Alexander  Wedderburn  [1605-43],  Vicar  of  Sandridge,  co.  Herts,  1630-43;  married 
25  Jan.  1631  Esther  des  Prez,  daughter  of  the  late  Jacob  des  Prez  of  South wark. 
He  is  named  in  Cussaris  History  of  Hertfordshire,  and  also  in  Clutterbuch's  History 
of  that  county  (vol.  i,  p.  219),  as  Vicar  of  Sandridge  from  1630  Sept.  17 — 1643 
July  11,  having  been  presented  to  the  living  by  Sir  John  Jennings,  K.C.B.  (Newcourt's 
Repertorium,  s.  Sandridge,  vol.  i,  p.  882). 

I  have  been  unable  to  trace  the  parentage  or  the  descendants  (if  any)  of  this  person.  The  Rev. 
John  Griffith,  Vicar  of  Sandridge  (1890),  was  able  to  give  me  no  information,  although  he  had  the 
Sandridge  registers  searched.  These,  however,  are  blank  from  1619 — 1662  (for  baptisms),  and 
altogether  irregular  for  any  early  date.  Again,  there  is  no  mention  of  him  in  Joseph  Foster's  Index 
Ecclesiasticus,  and  Mr.  Foster,  to  whom  I  wrote,  can  give  me  no  information  in  regard  to  him. 

His  marriage  license  is  recorded  in  London  and  runs  thus: — "1630-31.  Jan.  25. — Alexander 
Wedderburne,  Clerk,  Vicar  of  Sandridge,  Herts,  Bachelor  (set.)  25,  and  Ester  des  Prez,  spinster 
(set.)  20,  dau  :  of  Jacob  des  Prez  dec*  ;  consent  of  her  uncle  John  Delanoir  of  St.  Olave,  Southwark, 
dyer,  at  St.  Magnus  or  St.  Margaret's,  New  Fish  Street."  (Marriage  Licenses,  London,  1611 — 1828. 
harleian  Soc.,  ed.  1887). 


84  THE     WEDDERBURN     BOOK. 


Part  I.  In  a  work  entitled  Nonconformity  in  Herts,  by  the  Rev  —  Urwick,  it  is  stated  that  the  Sandridge 

Chap,  V.  Vicar  returned  to  Scotland,  and  became  minister  at  Korgan,  co.  Fife,  and  afterwards  at  Kilmarnock. 

This  identification  of  the  vicar  of  Sandridge  with  the  minister  of  Forgan,  &c.,  is  an  error,  as  the 

former  was  born  1605-6,  while  the  latter,  whose  career  is  well  known  (ante,  pp.  52-53),  died  in  1678, 

set.  57,  and  was  born  therefore  in  1621. 

I  notice  that  he  took  his  wife  from  the  parish  of  S.  Olave,  Southwark,  in  which  a  John  Wedder- 
burn  was  resident  in  1621.  I  have  already  (p.  15)  suggested  that  a  still  earlier  John  Wedderburn, 
complainant  in  the  English  Courts  1547-51,  may  be  identical  with  John,  second  of  the  three  "  Gude 
and  Godlie  Ballates "  brothers,  who  died  in  England  in  1556,  and  it  is  possible  that  he  had 
descendants,  including  the  John  of  1621  and  this  Alexander. 

Alexander  Wedderburn  (or  Wetherbum),  1626.  "Entered  the  Scots  College,  Rome, 
in  1626,  but  soon  left  it  to  enter  among  the  Jesuits.  Neither  did  he  stay  long  with 
them.  Abbe  McPherson."  (Journal  and  Appendix  to  Scotichronicon  and  Monasticon, 
by  the  Rev.  J.  F.  S.  Gordon,  D.D.,  vol.  i.,  625  n.     Glasgow,  ,1.  Tweed,  1867.) 

This  person  may  have  become  protestant  and  married,  and  if  so  may  possibly  be  identical  with  the 
Vicar  of  Sandridge. 

Alis  Wedderburn.     See  below  s.  Elis  Wedderburn. 

Andrew  Wedderburn,  admitted  conjunct  writer  with  John  Watson  by  the  town 
council  of  Dundee,  compears  and  gives  his  oath  of  fidelitie  1  March  1677  (D.C.B. 
122  a). 

I  have  just  dealt  (ante  p.  81,  n.  5)  with  the  difficulties  presented  by  this  entry. 

Archibald  Wedderburn.  He  is  named  1  564-65,  but  never  with  any  details  by  which  to 
identify  him.  Thus,  26  April  1564,  he  is  a  witness  (D.P.B.  115) ;  March-May  1565, 
he  has  an  action  v.  Margaret  Rollaud  (D.B.  R.  145)  and  1  June  1565,  he  is  a  witness 
together  with  Edward  Wedderburn.  The  "  Loekit  Buik  "  contains  no  entry  of  his 
admission  as  burgess. 

Beatrix  Wedderburn,  wife  of  John  Gray,  by  whom  she  had  a  son  Patrick  Gray, 
baptized  at  Dundee  4  Jan.  1672,  Patrick  Kyd  of  Craigie  being  a  witness  (Dundee 
Parish  Reg.  Bapt.  s.d.). 

See  ante  p.  49,  n.  6,  for  a  suggestion  as  to  this  individual. 

Catherine  Wedderburn.     See  s,  Katharine  Wedderburn. 

David  Wedderburn,  named  with  Alexander  Wedderburn,  apparently  his  elder  brother, 
both  being  then  under  age,  30  July  1566  (D.C.B.  5.) 

See  ante  p,  45,  n.  1,  where  it  is  suggested  that  in  this  entry  Alexander  and  David  is  an  error  for 
Robert  and  Alexander,  sons  of  David  Wedderburn  in  Welgait. 

Elis  Wedderburn.  The  earliest  mention  of  her  is  in  a  charter,  29  March  1534, 
(confirmed  under  the  Great  Seal  15  March  1535),  in  favour  of  Tliomas  Duncan, 
burgess  of  Dundee  and  Alice  or  Elyse  Wedderburn,  his  spouse,  of  the  lands  of 
Balrudery,  Logie-Wischairt,  co.  Forfar  (G.S.R.  22).  After  this  she  is  not  named  till 
3  March  1551,  where  Alis  Wedderburn  (not  designed)  is  summoned  by  the  kirk- 
masters  of  Dundee,  but  does  not  appear  (D.B.R.  26  a).  In  the  same  year,  13  Oct. 
she  gets  a  decree  (ib.  26  0).  On  2  Feb.  1553  she,  as  relict  of  Thomas  Duncan,  con- 
stitutes George  Falconer  officer  of  her  lands  of  Damfadine  (ib.  41),  after  which  the 
records  are  again  silent  about  her  for  some  years.  Elis  Wedderburn  (not  designed)  is 
thrice  named  in  1568,  viz.,  9  Feb.,  in  an  action  v.  Margaret  Kinloch  (D.B.R.  158  a)  ; 
17  May,  as  getting  a  decree  (ib.  163  b),  and,  21  June,  as  "  relict  of  Thomas  Duncan  " 
and  pursuer  in  an  action  v.  Marione  Maitland,  relict  of  John  Spens  (ib.  165.) 

She  seems  identical  with  Helen  Wedderburn,  -who  is  named  in  the  Dundee 
Records  as  relict  of  Thomas  Duncan  1562-72,  and  also  as  pursuer  in  an  action  v. 
Margaret  Kinloch,  29  April,  13  May  1569  (D.B.R.  175  b).  She  is  named  25  Nov. 
1562  as  getting  a  decree  (D.B.R.  121),  and  is,  perhaps,  the  Helen  Wedderburn  (not 
designed),  who  acts  for  Thomas  Wedderburn,  22  Feb.  1563  (ib.  128).  She  and  her 
son  John  Duncan  grant  a  discharge,  3  Oct.  1565  (D.P.B.  124),  and  she  obtains  an 
annual  rent  from  the  town  council  at  this  time  (D.C.  30;  D.P.B.  129).  On  2  Dec. 
1570,  being  "sick  and  infirme  of  body  but  haill  of  mynd  "  she  ratifies  her  will 
already  made,  and  in  the  hands  of  her  children,  John,  William  and  Janet,  wife  of 
Olifer  Lindsay  (D.P.B.  151  J.  She  seems  to  have  died  before  26  March  1572,  when 
there  is  some  difficulty  about  finding  her  will,  which  is  not  forthcoming  (ib.  155). 

Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  wife  of  Gilbert  Blair.     See  ante  p.  6. 

Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  wife  of  Andrew  Watson.     See  ante  p  6. 
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Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  relict  of  John  Lawsone.     See  ante,  p.  62.  Part  i. 

Elizabeth  Wedderburn  [1565 — 1643],  m.  Alexander  Blyih.  There  is  a  stone  in  the 
Howffof  Dundee  (No.  694  in  the  survey  of  1834)  on  which  the  following  inscription, 
now  much  decayed,  was  formerly  legible,  "  Here  lyes  Alexander  Blyth,  shipmaster, 
Borges  in  Dundee,  who  departed  this  life  ye  4th  of  Febry  1624  of  his  age  44,  and  his 
spouse  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  who  died  ye  24  of  October  1643,  her  age  78  "  (J.W.  9  a). 

It  is  singular  that  the  facts  stated  in  this  inscription  exactly  tally  with  those  known  of  Eufame, 
daughter  of  Edward  Wedderburn,  and  her  husband  Archibald  Blyth.  He  also  was  a  shipmaster,  and 
died  in  Feb.  1624-25,  and  she  is  last  named  as  living  in  1641.  Moreover  the  Dundee  Records  contain 
no  reference  to  any  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  wife  of  Alexander  Blyth, although  Eufame,  wife  of  Archibald 
Blyth,  is  often  named  (see  ante.  p.  74}.     Some  confusion  of  names,  therefore,  seems  highly  probable. 

I  should  add  that  below  the  above  inscription  on  the  stone  is  added,  "  Here  lyes  George  Smith, 
C'lokemaker  in  Dundee,  who  departed  this  life  the  10  of  August  1719  of  his  age  52,"  and  in  the  1834 
survey  of  the  Howff  the  tomb  was  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Samuel  Bell,  architect. 

Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  wife  of  Henry  Danslcine,  master  of  the  Grammar  School, 
S.  Andrew's.  She  is  named  23  March  1621,  when  she  and  her  husband  are  mfefted 
in  the  lands  of  Balluugie,  co.  Forfar,  under  reversion  of  4,000  merks  (D.P.B.  444) ;  and 
8  Jan.  1629,  the  date  of  a  bond  to  her,  "relict  of  Mr.  Henry  Danskine  "  (R.D.  114). 

Elizabeth  Wedderburn  [1678-82],  m.  at  Dunbar,  22  Oct.  1678,  John  Paterson  (by 
banns,  29  Sept.)  and  had  issue  by  him  twin  children,  Lucretia  and  George,  baptised 
at  Dunbar  8  Jan.  1682  (Dunbar  P.R.  s.d.). 

Grissell  Wedderburn,  wife  of  James  Anderson.  First  named  in  a  grant,  2  Jan.  1539 
(confirmed  under  the  Great  Seal  2  Jan.  1540),  by  James  Bynd  of  Carse  to  her  and  her 
husband  and  their  son  James  of  two  sixths  of  Lumlethin,  co.  Forfar,  to  which  Henry 
Wedderburn  (son  of  James  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Barry)  is  a  witness  (G.S.R.  28). 
They  are  also  named,  13  May  1559,  in  a  sasine  to  them  of  the  said  lands  to  which 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  the  clerk,  is  witness  (D.P.B.  94);  and,  5  Nov.  1561,  James 
Anderson  assigns  to  William  Anderson  (his  son  by  Grissell  Wedderburn)  half  of  a 
tack  of  the  salmon  fishings  in  the  Tay,  which  he  holds  of  the  burgh  of  Dundee 
(D.B.R.  108). 

The  ages  and  death  dates  of  Grissell  Wedderburn  and  her  husband  are  fixed  by 
the  inscription  on  a  tombstone,  still  in  perfect  order,  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee, 
according  to  which  Grisell  died  4  June  1572,  eet.  54,  and  James  1  Jan.  1584,  set.  73. 
(See  post,  the  chapter  on  the  Howff.)  The  will  of  Grissell  was  confirmed  13  March  1582, 
being  given  up  by  her  only  daughter,  Margaret  Anderson  (wife  of  Alexander 
Scrymgeour  of  Dundee),  and  the  confirmation  recites  her  death  in  July  1572 
(Ed.  Test.  4).  This  will  is  referred  to  in  the  Dundee  Records  (D.P.B.  500)  as  that 
of  Grissell  Wedderburn,  relict  (sic)  of  James  Anderson,  an  entry  explicable  only 
either  as  an  error,  since  her  husband  survived  her,  or  as  an  instance  of  the  word 
"  relict"  being  used  in  the  sense  of  the  person  leaving,  not  left.  See  also  the  next 
entry. 

Grissell  Wedderburn,  wife  of  John  (son  of  James)  Anderson.  This  individual  is  but 
once  named,  17  March  1560,  when  sasine  of  certain  premises  is  given  to  Grissell,  wife 
of  John  (son  of  J  ames)  Anderson,  who  resigns  the  same.  This  Grissell  must,  I  think, 
be  identical  with  the  person  named  above,  in  which  case,  either  there  is  some  error 
of  names  or  the  word  "wife  "  is  an  error  for  "  mother  "  (D.P.B.  110). 

Helen  Wedderburn.     See  s.  Elis  Wedderburn. 

Helen  Wedderburn  [1587-95],  relict  of  David  Blak,  minister  at  Kingoldrum  and  Nether 
Airlie. 

I  find  but  one  mention  of  this  individual.  In  the  Register  of  Hornings,  co.  Perth  (which  chance 
to  have  been  searched  vols.  1-10),  is  this  entry  : — 1595  Sept.  29.  Horning  at  the  instance  of  Helen 
Wedderburn,  relict  and  executrix  to  the  late  David  Blak,  sometime  minister  at  Kiucoldrum  and 
Nether  Airlie,  against  the  Abbots  of  Arbroath  and  Coupar,  charging  them  and  the  parishioners  to 
pay  to  the  complainer  certain  sums,  etc.  (including  part  of  the  crop  of  1 587)  resting  of  her  said  late 
husband's  stipend  to  be  paid  to  her,  conform  to  the  said  David  Blak's  testament,  given  up  by  him 
with  his  own  mouth,  by  which  he  constituted  the  said  Helen  his  only  executrix,  and  upon  which  she 
paid  the  quota  to  the  Commissary  of  Edinburgh,  and  showed  the  same  to  the  Lords  (Reg.  Hornings, 
Perth,  vol.  vii). 

James  Wedderburn.  A  person  of  this  name  described  as  "  son  of  Peter  Wedderburn 
burgess  of  Dundee,"  is  a  witness  7  Feb.  1609  (D.P.B.  373),  but,  as  there  is  no 
other  mention  of  him,  I  question  the  accuracy  of  the  entry.     See  post  p.  98,  n.  2. 
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Parti.    Janet  of  Wedderburne.     There  is  a  decreet   19  July  1476,  in  an  action  by  Janet  of 

Chap,  v .  Wedderburne  v.  James  of  Ochterlowny  for  100  merks  "  aucht  to  him  be  ane  obligation 

of  William  of  Ochterlowny,  grantschir  to  the  said  James  "  (R.AD.  1). 

Janet  Wedderburn,  wife  of  Nicholas  Watson,  twice  named  in  the  Dundee  Records 
22  May,  14  June  1532  (D.P.B.  45). 

Janet  Wedderburn,  wife  of  William  Man,  merchant,  burgess  of  Dundee.  She  and  her 
husband  are  occasionally  named  1563-67.  Thus,  20  March  1563-64,  they  get  sasine 
of  one  rood  of  land  in  the  Forfar  Road  (S.W.  18  ;  D.P.B.  54)  ;  «.)  July  1563,  there  is 
a  decree  in  her  favour  (D.B.R.  130  c)  ;  6  Nov.  1564,  a  discharge  to  her  and  her 
husband,  William  Man,  elder  (D.P.B.  137) ;  18  Feb.  1565,  sasine  to  their  son,  Robert 
(D.P.B.  57  b) ;  and,  31  Oct.  1567,  decree  for  her,  wife  of  William  Man  (D.R.R.  155  d). 
Her  husband  died  between  then  and  2  Dec.  1568,  when  she  is  first  named  as  his 
relict  (D.P.B.  76). 

I  think  it  very  possible  that  she  is  identical  with  Janet,  daughter  of  Robert  Wedderburn  and 
Janet  Kyd,  who  married  (in  this  case,  secondly)  James  Thomson.     See  post,  p.  95. 

Janet  Wedderburn,  married  Andrew  Auchinlek. 

Perhaps  a  daughter  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  elder,  and  Isobell  Anderson.     See  ante,  p.  77. 

Janet  Wedderburn,  wife  of  Alexander  Innes  co.  Moray.  Once  named  in  a  discharge, 
26  Feb.  1619,  by  her  and  her  husband  to  John  Wedderburn  (son  of  Robert  Wedder- 
burn and  Eufame  Coustoun),  David  Wedderburn  and  Edward  Frissell  being  their 
cautioners  (R.D.  67). 

Perhaps  this  Janet  is  the  same  as  Janet   Wedderburn  who  married  William  Davidson  (post, 
p.  99,  n.  2),  and  may  have  married  secondly  Alexander  Innes. 

Janet  Wedderburn  (not  designed).  There  are  some  references,  1573-1618,  in  the 
Dundee  Records  to  a  Janet  Wedderburn,  in  no  way  described,  viz.  : — 25  Feb.  1573 
named  with  Andro  May  (D.B.R.  206);  19,  24  May  1581  named  re  house  maills 
(ib.  260  a);  6  June  1601  decree  (ib.  337  c);  10  Feb.  1618  decree  for  housemaills 
(ib.  403). 

John  Wedderburn,  matriculated  at  S.Andrew's  1500-4,  and  described  as  "born  in 
Angus  "  (S.A.R.  2  n).     See  ante,  p.  15  n. 

John  Wedderburn  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  1507  (S.A.R.  4  re).     See  ib. 

Katharine  Wedderburn,  relict  of  George  Rocld,  burgess  of  Dundee,  named  in  a 
discharge  to  her,  16  Nov.  1527  (D.P.B.  23).     See  the  nest  entry. 

Katharine  Wedderburn,  relict  of  Andrew  Baldovy,  named  in  a  decreet,  3  Feb. 
1541-42"  (R.A.D.  8). 

This  individual  and  the  one  immediately  preceding  may  be  identical. 

Katharine  Wedderburn  (not  designed).  There  are  some  references  1550-1600,  in  the 
Dundee  Records  to  a  Katrine,  Kathrene  or  Katharine  Wedderburn  in  no  way 
described,  viz.  : — 5  Nov.  1550.  decree  for  her  (D.B.R.  24  a) ;  23  Aug.  1552,  another 
such  decree  (ib.  38);  28  Nov.  1555,  named  (ib.  61  b) ;  15  Nov.  1564,  distrains 
(ib.  139  b)  ;  28  Nov.  1572,  poynds  (ib.  205  a). 

Margaret  Wedderburn.  wife  of  George  Rollok,  son  and  heir  of  Walter  Rollok,  named 
1531-35,  (a)  in  a  charter  by  her  husband  and  herself,  in  favour  of  their  son  Richard, 
of  land  in  Dundee  "  occupied  by  Janet  Froster,  relict  of  Robert  Wedderburn," 
28  Feb.  1531  ;  (6)  in  a  similar  charter  of  eight  acres  in  Dudop,  22  Oct.  1535. 
(G.S.R.  18,  23).  She  is  also  named  with  her  husband,  26  Nov.  1535  (D.C.  74),  and  as 
taxed  to  Cupar  Abbey  in  1532  (Reg.  Cup.  Abbey,  i,  316). 

Margaret  Wedderburn,  wife  of  David  Carnegy,  burgess  of  Dundee.  She  is  once 
named  (as  deceased)  18  Jan.  1558,  when  her  grand-daughter  Elizabeth  Carnegy,  wife 
of  Robert  Fotheringham,  is  entered  as  her  heir  in  a  tenement  in  North  Seagait 
(D.P.B.  90). 

Margaret  Wedderburn,  wife  of  John  Rolf,  named  10  April  1583  (D.B.R.  263  b). 

Margaret  Wedderburn  [1530  1 — 1578],  wife  of  Robert  Lovell,  burgess  of  Dundee.  She 
is  named  1560-78.  Thus,  18  July  1560,  there  is  a  settlement  by  her  husband  on  his 
son  Robert  (D.P.B.  102) ;  6,  7  June  1566,  her  husband  binds  their  eldest  son  John 
Lovell,  then  a  minor,  within  the  years  of  curatory,  to  infeft  Margaret  Wedderburn, 
his  mother,  in  the  life-rent  of  one  third,  and  Robert  Lovell,  his  brother,  in  the  fee 
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of  half  of  the  lands  of  Ballyndooh  (ib.  127).  This  entry  fixes  approximately  the  date  Parti. 
of  Margaret's  marriage.  John  was  between  14  and  21  years  old  in  156G,  so  that  his  CbaP- v- 
mother  cannot  have  married  much  after  1550,  and  was  not  born  much  after  1530. 
In  another  entry,  however,  7  Nov.  1573,  John  Lovell  is  called  her  second  son  (ib.  167). 
There  is  a  charter  of  1575  naming  her,  her  husband  and  their  son  Eobert  (Laing's 
Scottish  Seals  II.,  42),  and,  2  Feb.  1576,  this  son  and  his  parents  are  also  named 
(D. B.R.  225).  She  was  living  13  June  1578,  when  she  is  named  with  her  son  John 
(here  again  called  eldest  son),  who  acts  as  procurator  for  his  father  and  his  brother 
Robert  (D.B.R.  240),  and  again  27  Aug.  in  that  year  she  is  mentioned  together  with 
a  daughter  Katrene  Lovell,  wife  of  John  Cathro  (D.P.B.  201 ).  She  died  in  Dec.  1578. 
This  appears  from  an  entry  of  3  Sept.  1580,  when  her  husband  and  executor  swear  to 
the  inventory  of  her  goods  (D.B.R.  254),  and  from  the  confirmation  at  Edinburgh 
(6  Sept.  1580)  of  her  will  (Ed.T.  3),  which  recites  that  she  died  in  Dec.  1575,  a  clear 
error  for  1578,  as  we  have  seen  that  she  was  certainly  living  down  to  Aug.  of  that  year. 

Margaret  Wedderburn,  wife  of  Captain  Walter  Halyburton,  burgess  of  Dundee.  First 
named  28  May  1571  in  a  sasine  to  her  and  her  husband  (designed  burgess,  not 
Captain)  and  their  eldest  son,  George,  of  lands  in  the  barony  of  Auchtertyre,  co. 
Forfar  (D.P.B.  66),  and  again  in  another  sasine,  26  June  1571,  to  her  and  her 
husband  of  a  South  Argylegait  land  (D.P.B.  1536),  after  which  there  are  but  four 
references  to  her,  14  June  1576  (D.Sas.  iii.  s.d.),  29  June  1591  (ib.  xiii.  s.d.),  26  March 
1595  (ib.  xiv.  s.d.),  and  16  May  1597  (ib.  xv.  s.d.),1  during  many  years.  She  is  once 
named  in  David  Wedderburn's  Gompt  Buik,  13  Sept.  1597,  as  having  bought  some 
lint  of  him  (D.W.  10  c).  On  9  March  1599  her  husband  and  she  and  Mr.  George 
Halyburton,  their  eldest  son,  resign  a  South  Argylegait  laud  to  George's  brother 
James,  subject  to  her  life-rent,  and  to  charges  in  favour  of  her  daughters  Isobell  and 
Jean  (D.P.B.  332).  In  the  next  year,  18  June  1600,  the  whole  family,  parents  and 
children  (George,  James,  John,  Margaret,  Isabell  and  Jean)  resign  their  land,  subject 
to  the  life-rent  of  the  Captain  and  his  wife,  to  Andrew  Thomson  of  Great  Yarmouth  in 
England  (ib.  337),  and  23  June  in  the  same  year  it  is  again  referred  to  (D.B.R.  335). 
Walter  Halyburton  died  before  31  May  1602,  when  Margaret  Wedderburn  is  named 
as  his  relict  in  a  decree  in  her  favour  (ib.  338  d),  and,  15  June  1603,  she  settles  on 
her  daughters  Jean  and  Isobell  (subject  to  her  own  life  rent)  a  property  resigned  to 
her  by  her  son  James  (D.P.B.  352).  She  is  named  again  16  Nov.  1604  (D.B.R.  352) 
and  was  living  15  Sept.  1614  (D.Sas.  xix.  s.d.  orig.  MS.).  The  date  of  her  death 
does  not  appear. 

Matthew  Wedderburn  [1540-1600].  He  is  first  named  10  Aug.  1562,  when  he 
submits  to  the  arbitration  of  two  surgeons  as  to  what  sum  he  ought  to  pay  his  own 
doctor  for  "the  helinge  of  his  thomie  "  (D.B.R.  114).  As  on  this  occasion  he  is 
clearly  sui  juris,  he  cannot  have  been  born  later  than  1540.  Almost  all  the  other 
references  to  him  are  very  slight,  and  there  is  nothing  in  any  of  them  to  identify  his 
place  in  the  family.  Sometimes  he  is  called  "  mariner  "  and  once  "  burgess,"  though 
the  Lockit  Buik  contains  no  entry  of  his  admission.  These  entries  range  from 
1564 — 1600.  Thus,  24  Jan.,  14  April  1564,  "mariner,"  decree  in  his  favour 
(D.B.R.  135  a);  30  Oct.  1566,  decree  for  him  (ib.  152e);  19  Nov.  1566,  witness 
(D.P.B.  134);  19  Jan.  1575,  cautioner  (D.B.R.  213);  27  July  1575,  witness 
(D.P.B.  186);  28  July  1580,  "mariner,"  witness  (ib.  212d);  20  Sept.  1581, 
"mariner,"  witness  (ib.  213/);  8  July  1585,  "inhabitant  of  Dundee,"  witness 
(ib.  247);  13  June  1586,  burgess,  witness  (ib.  251);  5  Aug.  1590,  witness  (ib.  282); 
13  Oct.  1590,  "mariner,  elected  deacon  of  the  coilmen  or  coalmen"  (D.C.B.  15); 
7  Oct.  1595,  again  so  elected  (ib.  19);  7  April  1596,  decree  in  his  favour 
(D.B.R.  306  b);  and  27  July  1600,  another  such  decree  (ib.  336  6).2 

Thomas  Wedderburn3  [1500 1— 1568  ?],  generally  designed  Sir  (Dominus)  Thomas 
Wedderburn.  This  individual  is  constantly  named  as  chaplain  of  various  chaplainries 
in  Dundee,  viz.,  those  of  S.  Michael,  Our  Lady  in  the  Cowgait,  the  Magdalene  altar, 
and  S.  John  in  Sklaitt  Hewchis.     He  was   probably  an  ecclesiastic,  and  owed  his 

1  See  for  these  references  the  small  minute  books  in  the  Dundee  Charter  Room  in  orig.  MSS, 

2  A  Matthew  Wedderburn  is  named,  at  a  later  date,   1646-84,  in  the  Edinburgh  (Canongate)  Registers 

(post,  vol.  ii,  pp.  504-5),  and  may  be  a  descendant  of  this  person. 

3  Synopsis  of  References:— D.C.  23  (orig.  MS.),  26  ;  D.P.B.  7  d,  14,  24  b,  30  a,  36  b.  38,  51  a ;  D.B.R.  48, 

63,  73  a,  113  a,  124  c   128,  130  a,  133,  138,  144,  159,  382;  D.T.G.  4  a  ;  G.S.R.  15,  23,  24. 
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Part  i.  temporary  title  of    "  dominus  "  to    his  position  in    the  church.     He  is  first  named 

Chap.  v.  15  Aug   1522)  when  he  is  a  witness  (D.P.B.  Id),  and  nest,  Feb.  6,  28,  when  "  Sir 

Thomas,  chaplain,"  is  again  as  a  witness,  and  also  resigns  two  North  Murraygait 
properties  to  William  Barrie  (ib.  14),  and  later  on,  7  Nov.  1528,  an  annual  rent 
(D.P.B.  30  a).  Sir  Thomas  is  witness  to  two  charters  14,  18  Jan.  1528  (G.S.R.  15,  24), 
and  is  also  witness  2  Feb.  1528,  on  which  occasion  he  is  not  called  "Dominus  (D.P.B. 
24  6),  17  April,  22  June  1531  (ib.  36  6,  38),  and  3  June  1534  (ib.  51  c).  He  is  also 
named  among  certain  chaplains  and  notaries  who  witness  a  charter  22  Oct.  1535 
(G  S.R.  23),  and  is  mentioned  in  a  writ  of  2  Sept.  1539  transumed  many  years  after 
(D.B.R.  382).  Some  years  then  elapse,  owing  to  the  gap  in  the  Dundee  Records, 
before  he  is  named  again.  He  is  a  witness  to  the  charter  by  Mr.  Robert 
Wedderbum,  the  Vicar  of  Dundee,  10  March  1551  (D.C.  23),1  and  12  -Tan.  1554  is 
mentioned  as  claiming  a  small  annual-rent  (D.B.R.  48).  He  was  chaplain  to  the 
Bax tar's  Craft  of  Dundee  and  is  often  so  named  1555-58  (D.T.G.  4  a).  Thomas 
Wedderbum  (not  designed)  is  a  witness  5  Nov.  1555  (D.P.B.  65  a),  and  Schir  Thomas 
Wedderburn,  chaplain,  witnesses  a  discharge  21  Jan.  1556  (D.B.R.  63).  His 
chaplainry  of  Our  Lady  in  Cowgait  is  mentioned  10  Feb.  1557  (ib.  73  a),  and  that 
of  S.  Michael  16  March  1558,  when  he  has  delivered  to  him  a  letter  presenting 
George  Rollock  to  the  benefice  of  S.  Mary's  in  S.  Clement's,  Dundee  (D.C.  26). 
There  is  a  curious  entry,  8  April  1562,  when  Thomas  Wedderburn  "  sumtyme  Sir 
Thomas  "  gets  a  decree  for  an  annual-rent  due  to  him  in  respect  of  his  chaplainry 
(D.B.R.  113  a).  A  decree  for  housemaills  is  made  in  favour  of  Thomas  Wedderburn 
21  Dec.  1562  (ib.  124  c),  and  22  Feb.  1563  James  Scrymgeour  of  Balbeuchlie  is 
security  that  Thomas  Wedderburn  will  stand  firm  and  stable  in  all  that  Helen 
Wedderbum  does  in  his  name  (ib.  128).2  On  8  March  1563  there  is  a  decree  for  an 
annual-rent  in  favour  of  Thomas  Wedderburn  chaplain  of  Our  Lady  in  Cowgait 
(ib.  130  a),  and  27  Oct.,  10  Nov.  in  the  same  year,  Thomas  Wedderburn,  as  chaplain 
of  the  Magdalene  altar,  and  Mark  Barrie  as  its  patron,  bring  an  action  v.  James 
Anderson  {ib.  133).  In  1564  (Nov.  6)  he  is  again  called  Sir  Thomas,  on  an  occasion 
when  he  constitutes  Edward  Wedderburn  his  factor  to  pursue  all  claims  re  his 
benefices  of  S.  Michael's  and  Our  Lady  (ib.  138).  He  is  no  doubt  the  Thomas 
Wedderburn  ''chaplain  of  S.  John  in  Sklaitt  Hewchis,"  who  gets  a  decree  of 
poynding  30  March  1565  (ib.  144).  He  died  between  then  and  19  March  1568, 
when  there  is  a  decree  that  James  and  Robert  Wedderburn  have  no  title  to  the 
annual-rents  of  umquhill  Sir  Thomas  Wedderburn,  who  disponed  them  to  Edward 
Wedderburn  (D.B.R.  159). 

Thomas  Wedderburn.  There  are  three  references  to  persons  of  this  name,  of  which 
two  (a  c)  are  certainly  errors.  Thus  (a)  1528  and  1546  a  Thomas,  son  of  James 
Wedderbnm.  and  himself  the  father  of  a  James  Wedderburn  is  named  in  some 
notes  made  by  J.W.  from  the  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  papers  (see  J.W.  103  n). 
Here  Thomas  is  in  each  case  an  error  for  Robert,  (b)  A  Thomas  Wedderburn 
is  named  in  the  Register  of  the  Privy  Council,  1  Sept.  1579  (R.P.C.  11),  but 
there  is  no  other  reference  to  any  such  person.  See  ante,  p.  9,  n.  1.  (c)  Thomas 
Wedderburn  skipper,  father  of  John  and  James  Wedderburn  is  named  27  June  1608 
(D.B.R.  361).  Here  again  there  is  no  other  reference  to  any  such  person,  and  the 
name  Thomas  is  clearly  an  error  for  John  Wedderburn,  skipper,  (father  of  Dr.  John 
Wedderburn  and  James,  Bishop  of  Dunblane),  who,  though  not  designed 
"  umquhill  "  in  this  entry,  died  in  1604. 


1  I  have  omitted  his  name  in  my  note  of  this  document  in  Vol.  ii. 

2  See  ante,  p.  84  s.  Elis  Wedderburn. 
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Chatter     I. 


Robert  Wedderburn  (son  of  Robert  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Froster)  m.  Janet  Kyd. 

With  an  account  of  their  children,  and  of  their  two  youngest  sons,  Peter  and  Robert,  and. 
their  issue.     (See  tabular  pedigree  at  p.  105). 

Robert  Wedderburn1  [1490? — 1 575 1],  second  son  of  Robert  Wedderburn  and  Part  ir. 
Janet  Froster,  and  progenitor  of  the  lines  of  Kingennie,  Easter  Powrie,  and  Wedderburn,  Cb*P-  i 
Blackness,  Balindean,  and  Gosford,  cannot  have  been  born  much  after  1490.  as,  apart  from 
his  matriculation  at  S.  Andrew's,  his  son  Alexander  was  appointed  clerk  of  Dundee  in  1557, 
and  as  he  was  then  probably  past  his  majority,  we  must  assume  him  to  have  been  born  about 
1530.  Robert  is  probably  to  be  identified  with  the  person  of  his  name  who  matriculated 
at  S.  Andrew's  in  1500-6,  and  took  his  degrees  there  in  1509  and  1511  (S.A.R.  3), 
so  that,  on  this  ground  also,  he  must  have  been  born  about  1490.  He  was  admitted  a 
burgess  of  Dundee,  by  the  liberty  of  his  father,  10  Oct.  1516  (D.L.B.  2),  and  is  frequently 
named  in  the  Dundee  records  as  Robert  Wedderburn,  elder,  from  1523  on.2  He  was  a 
notary  there,  and  is  often  so  designed.  Thus,  25  March  1523,  Robert  Wedderburn,  elder, 
notary,  is  a  witness  (D.C  12);  26  Feb.  1524,  Mr.  Robert  Wedderburn,  notary  public, 
witnesses  a  grant  made  at  Tealing  (G.S.R.  12) ;  while,  20  Sept.  1525,  he  is  again  notary  and 
appends  his  symbol  (D.C.  13,  and  see  facsimile  Vol.  ii.,  at  p.  187).  He  may  be  the  Dominus 
Robert  Wedderburn  who  is  among  various  chaplains  and  notaries  witnessing  a  grant  at 
Dundee  14  Jan.  1528  (G.S.R.  15),  and  there  are  several  other  references,  which  may  be 
to  him,  from  1525-34.3 

In  1540  he  bought  a  North  Rattonraw  land  from  his  brother,  James  Wedderburn 
(S.W.  11),  and,  1  April  1547,  acquired  from  his  nephew  Robert,  son  of  James,  a  charter 
of  a  North  Murraygait  land  in  favour  of  himself  and  his  wife,  Janet  Kyd  (S.W.  12). 
These  documents  are  of  value  as  placing  his  parentage  beyond  doubt,  and  also  as  identifying 
him  with  the  grandfather  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  first  of  Kingennie,  who  has  endorsed 
the  latter  charter  with  the  words,  "  My  gudsyris  evidentis  of  ye  land  in  ye  Murraygait  " 
(see  facsimile  Vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  5).  From  1550  on,  Robert  Wedderburn,  generally  called 
elder,  is  often  named.  Thus,  24  Nov.  1550,  he  is  a  witness  (D.B.R.  25  c) ;  20  April  1551, 
he  is  on  an  inquest  for  serving  Peter  Froster  (no  doubt  a  cousin),  heir  to  his  father  (D.B.R. 
28  b)  ;  8  Jan.  1556,  his  lands  near  S.  Matthew's  close  are  mentioned  (D.P.  B.  84  a) ;  6  Feb. 
1557,  he  is  named  in  the  gift  of  the  clerkship  to  his  son  Alexander  (D.C.  25  ;  D.T.G.  10a); 
6  July,  17  Dec.  1558,  he  is  a  witness  (D.P.B.  85  b,  86  b)  ■  9  Jan.  1559,  his  lands  in  Murray- 
gait are  mentioned  (ib.  89  b) ;  27  June  1560,  in  North  Argylegait  (ib.  101) ;  28  Aug.  1560, 
witness  (ib.  104;  ;  and,  10  Oct.  in  the  same  year,  the  bailies  set  to  him,  as  the  highest 
bidder,  S.  Clement's  Kirk  and  Kirkyard  (D.B.  R.  100).  A  Robert  Wedderburn,  for  whom  one 
Robert  Salmont  is  cautioner  for  the  fracht  of  three  ton  of  wine,  20  April  1556,  is  probably  he 

1  Synopsis  of  References :— S.W.,  8,  11.  12,  14,  15,  22,  23,  24  ;  D.W.  11  hg  n  ;  S.A.R.  3  ;  D.C.  12,  13,  25 
58  ;  DL.B.  2,  30  ;  D.P.B.  1  b,  7  a.  12  e,  13  c,  19  b,  25  b,  34,  44.  48,  51  c,  57  a,  82,  84  a.  85  b,  86  b,  S9  h, 
101,  104,  114,  149,e,  145,  145,  183,  405  ;  D.B.R.  10c,  18c,  20c,  25  c,  28  6,  64,  100,  107,  109,  135c, 
141  e,  196,  382  a:  D.T.G.  10  a  ;  G.S.R.  12,  13,  15,  17. 

"  Thus,  1518  Nov.  20,  Mr.  Robert  Wedderburn  is  a  witness  (D.P.B.  1  b)  ■  1521  Oct.  11,  Robert  Wedderburn 
is  bailie  (D.B.R.  10  c);  1522  Jan.  13,  Mr.  Robert  Wedderburn  is  again  a  witness  (D.P.B.  7«); 
March  29,  Robert  Wedderburn  is  named  (D.B.R.  18  e);  and  Aug.  27  he  is  procurator  for  James 
Wedderburn  (ib.  20  c). 

-1  Thus,  1525  Oct.  21.  Robert  Wedderburn  witnesses  a  grant  at  Dundee  (G.S.R.  13)  ;  Dec.  12,  is  notary  in 
Court  (D.P.B.  12c);  1526  March  15,  procurator  (ib.  13c);  1527  July  11,  12,  and  1528  March  28, 
Mr.  Robert  Wedderburn,  present  {ib.  19  b,  25  b)  ;  1530,  Robert  Wedderburn,  present  on  various 
occasions  (ib.  33)  ;  March  31,  notary  (D.B.R.  382  a) ;  May  18,  Mr.  Robert  Wedderburn,  notary  public, 
witness  (G.S.R.  17)  ;  Oct.  8,  again  witness  (S.W.  8) ;  Dec.  25,  Robert  Wedderburn,  witness  (D.P.B. 
34)  ;  1532  Feb.  23,  witness  (ib.  44) ;  1532  Nov.  13,  Mr.  Robert  Wedderburn,  present  (ib.  48 );  1534 
June  3,  Robert  Wedderburn,  witness  {ib.  51  c).  He  may  also  be  the  Robert  Wedderburu  who  is  a 
witness  17  Feb.  1565  (D.P.B.  57  a). 
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Part  n.  (D.B.R.  64),  and  there  are  other  slight  references  to  him  1556-71. 1  He  was  certainly 
Chap.  i.  i;vmg  nl  i573)  nl  -which  year,  30  March,  he  and  his  son  Robert  made  settlements  on 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  the  clerk,  and  on  his  son  Robert  (D.W.  11  h  q  ;  D.P.B.  82); 
and,  later  in  the  same  year,  7,  30  May,  18  July  (S.W.  22,  23,  24  ;  D.P.B.  183)  there  are 
references  to  him  as  apparently  still  alive.  He  may  have  survived  till  1575-76,  but  died 
before  30  Dec.  1577,  when  he  is  distinctly  named  as  deceased  (S.W.  35-36).  References 
to  him  will  also  be  found  many  years  later,  15  March  1588  (D.L.B.  30),  5  Jan.  1616 
(D.P.B.  405)  and  12  Jan.  1629  (D.C.  58). 

He  had  married  before  1540  Janet  Kyd,  who  is  named  with  him  as  his  wife  1  April 
1 547  (S.  W.  1 2,  ut  sup. ),  and  by  her,  the  date  of  whose  death  is  not  known,  had  issue  three  sons, 

1.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  town  clerk  of  Dundee   1557 — 1585,  progenitor  of  the 

families  of  Kingennie,  Blackness,  Gosford,  etc.     See  post,  p.  103. 

2.  Peter  Wedderburn.     See  post,  p.  96. 

3.  Robert  Wedderburn,  notary,     See  post,  p.  99. 

and  three  daughters, 

1.  Barbara  Wedderburn2  m.  i.  David  Guthrie.  She  is  first  named  10  Jan.  1560, 
when  she  and  her  husband  get  sasine  of  a  North  Marketgait  land  (D.P.B.  99), 
and  there  is  a  similar  entry  24  Nov.  1562  (ib.  112  a  b).  She  is  also  named  with 
David  Guthrie,  13  Nov.  1564,  when  they  make  a  settlement  on  their  son 
David  (ib.  120);  26  Nov.  1565,  when  she  is  party  to  an  action  (D.B.R.  146  c); 
30  Oct.,  2  Dec.  1568,  when  they  acquire  some  property  in  Dundee  (D.P.B.  76),  and 
11  March  1574,  when  she  gets  a  decree  (D.B.R.  210  b). 3  Guthrie  died  between 
this  last  date  and  11  Nov.  1575,  when  she  is  named  as  his  relict  (D.B.R.  222  c). 
In  the  next  year,  28  March  1576,  Barbara  Wedderburn,  relict  of  David  Guthrie, 
and  her  children  sue  Thomas  Dowie,  who  objects  to  Alexander  Wedderburn,  the 
clerk,  acting  as  clerk  in  the  cause,  because  he  is  brother  german  to  Barbara,  an 
objection  disallowed  by  the  Court  (D.B.R.  226).  By  this  marriage  Barbara 
Wedderburn  had  issue  two  sons,  David  and  Robert  (m.  Eufame  Jakson,  and  died 
before  1603)  ;4  Cristina  (m.,  1575,  William  Kynloch,  surgeon) ;  Catharine  m.  John 
Leslie,  who  is  named  as  son-in-law  to  Barbara  in  her  will,  by  which  she  leaves  him 
her  "sylver  cup,  her  signet  of  gold,  grit  purs  and  ane  furnist  bed";  and  Margaret 
who  m.  Thomas  Wallace,  and  inherited  the  rest  of  her  mother's  household  geir 
(S.W.  190;  D.P.B.  192  a,  334,  350,  369;  D.B.R.  297  d). 

ii.  Peter  Imbrie  or  luirie.  This  marriage  took  place  before  29  Feb.  1581, 
when  she  and  her  husband  get  sasine  of  a  North  Marketgait  house  (D.P.B.  213  b). 
Later  on,  19  June  1583,  they  are  named  as  making  an  application  to  the  bailie 
court  re  the  estate  of  her  first  husband  (D.B.R.  265  a),  and,  3  July,  they  get  sasine 
of  a  North  Flukergait  land  (D.P.B.  231).  Other  references  to  them  may  be  found 
3  July,  19  Sept.  1584,  10  Oct.  1586,  29  Oct.  1591,  and  17  May  1594  (D.P.B.  239, 
246,  253;  D.B.R.  291,  297  a).  Peter  Imbrie  died  before  14  March  1595,  when 
there  is  a  decree  in  which  Barbara  is  called  his  relict  (D.B.R.  300  d),  and  perhaps 
before  11  Sept.  1594,  when  her  son,  Robert  Guthrie,  binds  himself  to  pay  her  an 
annuity,  and  Peter  Imbrie  is  not  named  (D.B.R.  297  d).  She  is  often  mentioned 
as  Imbrie's  widow,  e.n.,  3  Sept.  1595  (D.P.B.  303  a),  25  Feb.  1596  (D.B.R.  304), 
20  Oct.  1598  (ib.  327),  12  Sept.  1599  (D.P.B.  !134),  14  Jan.  1603  (D.B.R.  341a). 
27  Jan.  1603  (D.P.B.  350),  17  April,  5  June  1605  (D.B.R.  354  6  c),  and  18  June 
1606  (S.W.  160).  By  this  marriage  she  had  issue  a  son,  Peter  Imbrie,  who  was 
a  minor  15  Jan.,  25  Feb.   1596,  and  chose  as  his  curators  his  uncles,  Peter  and 

1  Thus,  1556  Feb.  26,  1557  Feb.  13,  his  lauds  named  as  a  boundary  (S.W.  14,  15)  ;  1561  Nov.-Dee.,  he  has 
an  action  v.  Edward  Wedderburn  (D.B.R.  109)  ;  Nov.  3,  he  is  clerk  pro  tempore  (D.B.K.  107) ;  1563 
Dec.  11,  1564  Jan.  24,  1568  Aug.  11,  his  North  Argylegait  lands  named  (D.P.B.  114,141c);  1569 
Feb.  24,  named  as  notary  (D.W.  11  n)  ;  June  2,  in  North  Seagait  (D.P.B.  142  c)  ;  Aug.  29,  he  is  on 
an  inquest  (D.B.li.  135  e)  ;  Sept.  26,  he  resigns  his  North  Murraygait  lands  (D.P.B.  145) ;  and,  1571 
June  1.  there  is  a  decree  in  his  favour  (D.B.  K.  196). 

s  Synopsis  of  Inferences:— S.W.  160.  186,  190  ;  D.W.  3,  8  a,  9  c  ;  D.P.B.  76,  99,  112  a  b,  120,  192  a,  213  6, 
231,239,246.253,  303a,  334,  350,  369,  408:  D.B.R.  146  c,  210 b,  222c,  226,  265  a,  291,  297  ad,  300  d, 
303.  305,  327a,  341  a,  354  be  ;  D.C.B.  82  ;  F.S.  42  d. 

3  She  is  also  named  in  the  Compt  Buik  of  her  nephew,  David,  thus  "  lent  Barbara  for  a  broclet  XVs  vjd  " 

(D.W.  3)  ;  among  a  list  of  his  debtors  1589  {ib-  8  a  note)  ;  and  again  1597-99  {ib.  9  c). 

4  He  left  an  onlv  child  and  heiress,  Margaret  (D.P.B.  408),  who  m.   William  Haliburton  (D.P.B.  vol.  266 

fol.  110.   "Orig.  MS.). 
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Robert  Wedderburn,  together  with  his  cousin,  the  clerk  (D.B.R.  30+,  305).  He  Partic. 
was  expressly  declared  son  lawful  to  his  father.  8  May  1609  (D.C.B.  32).  Barbara  chap-  '' 
Wedderburn  ratified  her  will  12  Sept.  1607  (D.P.B.  369),  and  probably  died  soon 
after.  She  may,  perhaps,  have  been  living  8  May  1609,  as  she  is  not  named  as 
deceased  at  that  date  (D.C.B.  32),  but  was  certainly  dead  before  18  May  1615 
(S.W.  186).  She  is  again  named  as  deceased  28  May  (ib.  190)  and  23  Sept.  1616 
(D.P.B.  408).1 

2.  Janet  Wedderburn2  m.    James    Thomson,   also   called   Reyky  or  Retry.     She  is 

named  with  her  husband  9  June  1573  (D  P.B.  182),  and  again  as  his  relict 
17  Dec.  in  that  year,  so  that  the  date  of  his  death  is  approximately  fixed  (D.P.B. 
168,  184).  On  the  latter  occasion  her  children,  James  and  Margaret,  are  named, 
and  her  son  James  is  also  mentioned  in  the  will  (1611)  of  his  uncle,  Robert  Wed- 
derburn, the  notary,  who  leaves  a  legacy  to  '•  James  Thomsoue,  his  sister's  son  ":; 
(Br.T.  2).  The  date  of  Janet  Wedderburn 's  death  is  not  ascertained,  but  as  she  is 
not  named  as  deceased  in  the  will  of  her  brother  Robert,  she  may  have  been 
then  alive. 

3.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn4  m.  John  Coustoun,  or  Cowstone,  sometimes  called  Craig- 

touu.  This  marriage  took  place  before  17  Oct.  1563,  as  appears  from  a  sasine 
of  that  date  (transumed  8  July  1595)  to  Coustoun  and  his  wife  (D.B.R.  301c). 
A  few  days  later,  26  Oct.,  there  is  a  settlement  of  a  North  Seagait  property 
made  by  John  Coustoun  on  himself  and  his  wife,  and  their  son  William  (D.P.B. 
113).  Other  properties  acquired  by  them  are  named  21  Aug.  1565  (D.P.B.  122), 
and  23  Nov.  1567  (ib.  139),  and  they  are  also  both  named  29  April,  21  May  1569 
(if>.  1 42).  They  are  constantly  mentioned  with  Mark  Barrie  and  his  wife,  Magdalene 
Wedderburn,5  chiefly  in  regard  to  a  property  in  Dundee  called  the  "Ladie  VVark 
Stairs,"  about  which  they  seem  to  have  litigated.  Thus,  10  June  1570,  they  get 
an  annual  rent  from  the  Barries  (D.P.B.  150);  14  Aug.  1571,  they  enter  into  a 
contract  with  them  (D.B.R.  198) ;  18  May  1573,  Magdalene  Wedderburn  protests 
that  she  is  not  to  be  prejudiced  by  the  failure  of  John  Coustoun  to  poynd  the  Lady 
Warkstairs  for  her  annual  rent  (ib.  208),  while,  12  Oct.  1580,  she,  as  life-rentrix  of 
that  property,  is  sued  by  the  Coustouns  (ib.  256),  and,  1 4  Nov.  1580,  protests 
against  Robert  Kyd  being  a  judge  in  the  action  on  the  ground  that  he  is  maternal 
uncle  to  Elizabeth  (ib.  258).  On  24  Feb.  1581  the  Coustouns  enter  a  complaint  v. 
Magdalene  Wedderburn  for  failure  to  repair  a  North  Marketgait  tenement  (D.P.B. 
198),  and  10  July  1583  there  is  a  decree  in  another  suit  against  John  Craigtoun 
(sic.)  and  his  wife  (D.B.R.  265  b).  Coustoun  is  named  as  living  5  May  1587,  when 
he  settles  a  South  Seagait  tenement  on  his  wife  for  life  and  on  their  son  Thomas  in 
fee  (D.P.B.  267  e),  but  died  before  2  March  1590  when  Elizabeth  is  described  as  his 
relict  in  a  decree  in  her  favour  (D.B.R.  279).  She  gets  another  decree  as  "  conjunct 
fiar  of  the  Lady  Warkstairs"  23  Aug.  1593  (D.B.R.  293),  and  was  living  in  1593, 
when  (3  Aug.)  her  son,  Mr.  James  Coustoun,  resigns  a  North  Seagait  tenement, 
subject  to  the  life-rent  of  his  mother,  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  (D.P.B.  293  c).  The 
date  of  her  death  does  not  appear.6  A  contract,  30  March  1611,  between  her  and  her 
husband  and  the  Barries  is  registered  13  March  1613,  when  both  Coustoun  and 
Mark  Barrie  were  certainly  dead  (D.B.R.  385  note).  Her  son  David  is  named  as  the 
owner  of  the  Lady  Warkstairs  3  Sept.  1611,  without  any  mention  of  her,  so  that  she 
was,  probably,  then  deceased  (D.B.R.  383).  She  had  issue  by  John  Coustoun 
several  sons  (D.P.B.  230,  251),  James,  David,  John,  who  died  before  1611  (D.B.R. 
383),  Thomas,  who  is  named  in  the  will  of  his  uncle  Robert  Wedderburn,  the  notary, 
1611  (Br.T.  2),  George,  and  a  daughter,  Eufame  (D.P.B.  254),  whom.,  1,  Robert 
Scot  and.  2,  Robert  Wedderburn,  the  merchant  (see  ante,  p.  20). 

1  Lands  once  belonging  to  her  are  named  as  a  boundary  many  years  after,  23  Feb.  1664  (F.S.  42  d). 
-  She  was,  perhaps,  first  married  to  William  Man.     See  ante  p.  86,  s.  Janet  Wedderburn. 
:i  He  is  probably  the  James  Thomson  or  Reyky  who  married  Elspet  Hering,  third  wife  and  widow  of  his 
cousin,  Robert  Wedderburn  (S.A.T.  1,  2,  3). 

4  Synopsis  of  References  :— D.P.B.  113,  122,  139,  142,  150,  198,  230,  251.  254,  267  c,  293  c.  and  Orig.  MS. 

Vol.  241  (fol.  2076) ;  D.B.R.  198,  208,  256,  258,  265  A,  279  a,  293  b,  301  a  c,  383,  385  ;  Br.T.  2. 

5  Elizabeth  is  once  miscalled  Magdalene  15  Aug.  1573  (D.P.B.  vol.  241,  fol.  2076,  Orig.  MS.). 

a  There  are  some  decrees  for  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  not  designed  relict  of  John  Coustoun,  which  may  refer 
to  her,  e.g.,  5,  21  May  1595  (D.B.R.  301  a),  or,  perhaps  more  probably,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Robert  Wedderburn  and  Eufame  Coustoun  (ante,  p.  20). 
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Part  ii.  Of  the  three  sons  of  Robert  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Kyd  the  two  younger  were  Peter 

Chap.  I.  and  Robert,  the  notary.     Of  these, 

2.  Peter  Wedderburn  [1535?— 1604], x  was  certainly  younger  than  his  brother 
Alexander,  the  clerk,  but  a  good  deal  older  than  Robert,  the  notary,  who  was  not  bom  till 
1 546. "  His  parentage  is  clearly  fixed  by  the  mention  of  Peter  Wedderburn,  elder,  as 
"my  father's  brother"  in  the  Compt  Buik  of  his  nephew  David  (D.W.  3,  12  6  n,  /).  The 
earliest  reference  to  him  is  dated  24  Sept.  1553,  when  he  is  called  "councillor,"  though 
still  very  young,3  after  which  he  is  not  named  till  5  Sept.  1558,  when  he  gets  a  decree 
(D.B.R.  82).  From  this  date  on  he  is  repeatedly  mentioned  as  witness,  ifcc*  He  was  a 
merchant  and  seems  at  one  time  to  have  been  in  Norway,  as,  18  June  1560,  he  brings  an 
action  v.  Kyrtefer  Anderson  for  non-delivery  of  400  bow-strings  "  sauld  be  him  to  the  said 
Peter  in  Norruay  "  (D.B.R.  92)  and  later  on,  22  Feb.,  2  Sept.  1577,  he  is  named  as  owner 
of  one-sixteenth  of  the  ship  "  The  Robert,"  and  as  purchaser  of  another  vessel  "  The  Swan  " 
(D.B.R.  232,  236).  He  acquired  from  Robert  Wedderburn,  grandson  to  James  Wedder- 
burn (ante  p.  72),  a  South  Argylegait  laud,  18  July  1573  (D.P.B.  183),  and,  9  May  1575, 
got  from  the  town  a  nineteen  years'  tack  of  the  Blackfriars  yard  or  garden  (D.B  R.  216),5 
the  term  being  soon  after,  2  Sept.  in  the  same  year,  extended  to  thirty-eight  years 
(D.P.B.  170).  On  this  occasion  he  is  called  "  councillor  and  burgess  "  as  he  is  also  1  Oct. 
1576  (D.B.R.  230  a).  The  "  Lockit  Buik,"  however,  coutains  no  entry  of  his  admission. 
He  is  first  named  as  married  (to  Margaret  Kynloch)  6  Feb.  1577,  when  there  is  a  judgment 
in  favour  of  him  and  his  wife  (ib.  231)  with  whom  he  is  named  as  getting  another  sasine, 
18  Nov.  1577  (D.P.B.  206  a,  D.B.R.  307)  and  as  resigning  an  annual-rent,  12  Feb.  1580 
(D.P.B.  212  6).  He  is  named,  5  Aug.  1579,  as  delivering  to  John  Lovell  "anelang 
springzie  rapper,"  which  once  belonged  to  Edward  Wedderburn  (D.B.R.  24S),  and  9  Sept. 
in  the  same  year,  together  with  his  brother,  the  clerk,  as  maternal  next-of-kin  to  William 
Barre  (D.B.R.  249).  On  1  June  1580  the  council  of  the  burgh  prepare  for  the  visit  of 
the  king  and  order  Peter  Wedderburn,  "  ane  of  thair  counsell,  to  beir  thair  handseynzie  " 
(D.P.B.  195)  and  in  the  same  month,  22,  27,  29  June,  lie  is  cautioner  for  his  brother 
Robert,  the  notary,  in  a  slander  action  by  Roberta.  Alexander  Mathew  (D.B.R.  253).  On 
31  Jan.  1581  Peter  and  his  wife  get  a  sasine  in  their  favour  (D.P.B.  213  a),  and  on 
21  Sept.  resign  certain  lands  (ib.  223  e).  On  22  March  1582  they  resign  the  South 
Argylegait  land  (ib.  226)  which  they  had  acquired  from  Robert  Wedderburn  (ib. 
183),  and,  25  May  1584,  they  settle  a  North  Quaygait  property  on  their  daughters 
Margaret  and  Janet  (D.P.B.  245).  Other  dealings  by  Peter  and  his  wife  are  recorded, 
2  June  1586,  when  they  resign  an  annual-rent  to  Peter  Wedderburn,  younger,  son 
of  the  clerk  (ib.  250)  and  7  March  1589,  when  they  join  in  a  discharge  to  John  Small 
of  Kinothrie  (ib.  313).  There  are  many  other  references  to  Peter  Wedderburn,  e.g., 
16  Feb.  1586,  as  curator  to  Peter,  son  of  the  late  clerk  (R.D.  1) ;  2  Feb.  1588,  as  assignee 

1  Synopsis  of  references:—  S.W.  35-37, 113,  368;  D.W.  3,  12  in.  13  d/i  ;  D.P.B.  108, 170,  183, 185 a,  191  c, 
193,195,  206  a  b.  212  6,  213  a,  219  A,  223  e,  224,  226,  232,  241  a,  245,  250,264,265,279,234,294,302, 
305,306,  312,  313,316  c,  320,  330,336,349  366,  385,«490,  566  ;  D.B.R.  iii,  s.  24  Sept.  1553  (orig.  MS), 
82,  92,  211  e,  216,  222  a,  230  a,  231,  232,  236,  241  d  r,  246,  248,  249,  253,  259,  300  a  r",  301  /',  303,  307, 
327  4,  333  a,  334,350,  376;  D.C.B.  23;  D.HS.  3,  6  ;  G.S.K.  61  ;  R.P.C.  11 ;  R.D.  1,  10  ;  K.A.D.  19,  28. 

-  This  appears  from  the  fact  that  Peter's  sou  was  Robert's  heir,  so  that  Peter  was  certainly  the  immediate 
elder  or  younger  brother  of  Robert.  If  Peter  had  been  the  eldest  of  the  three  b-others,  and  Alexander 
the  second  of  them,  Alexander's  eldest  son  would  have  been  Robert's  heir,  as  by  Scotch  law  the  heir 
of  a  brother  dying  s.p.  is  his  immediate  younger  brother,  and  if  there  is  none  such,  then  the 
immediate  elder  (uot  the  eldest)  succeeds. 

s  There  is  a  reference  to  Peter  Wedderburn,  councillor,  24  Sept.  1553  (D.B.R.  iii,  s.d.,  orig.  MS.) 

4  Thus,  Peter  Wedderburn  is  named  1558,  Sept.  5,  as  obtaining  a  decree  (D.B.R.  82) ;  1560,  M;irch  3,  witness 

(D.P.B.  108)  ;  1574,  July  13.  witness  (ib.  185  a),  Aug.  21  (D.B.R.  241  /),  Vov.  26,  decree  for  him 
(ib.  211  e)  ;  1575,  July  3,  burgess,  witness  (ib.  191  c)  ;  Oct.  14,  bond  to  him  (D.B.R.  922a);  1577, 
Nov.  26,  burgess,  witness  (D.P.B.  206  4),  Dec.  30,  witness  (S.W.  35-37)  ;  1578,  Aug.  29,  decree  for 
him  (D.B.R.  241  d)  ;  1579,  March  14,  named  (D.B.R.  246)  ;  1580,  Dec.  19,  arbitrator  (ib.  259)  ;  1582, 
July  28,  owns  part  of  a  cargo  from  Norway  (D.K.S.  3)  ;  1583,  H'eb.  4,  witness  (D.l\B.  224)  ;  Feb.  16, 
a  transaction  in  his  house  (ib.  219  b),  Aug.  6,  witness  (ib.  232)  ;  1585,  July  15,  witness  ;  Aug.  24, 
bond  by  him  (D.W.  13  di);  1586,  April  29,  burgess,  named  iu  an  action  (K.A.D.  19;  ;  15S8,  May  29, 
wituess  (D.P.B  265}  ;  1589,  Jan.  7,  owns  goods  from  the  North  Isles  (D.RS.  6);  1590,  Aug.  16, 
burgess,  witness  (ib.  284)  ;  1592,  Jan.  15,  burgess,  party  to  an  action  re  the  ship  Lyoun  of  Dundee 
(R.A.D.  28),  May  6,  witness  (D.P.B.  320)  ;  1594,  Jan.  8,  attorney  (ib,  294)  ;  1595,  Jan.  15,  decrees 
in  his  favour  (D  B.R.  300  a);  1596,  Dec.  5,  burgess,  a  servant  of  his  a  witness  (G.S.R.  61);  1601, 
June  11,  defender,  together  with  various  other  inhabitants  of  Dundee,  in  a  suit  by  David  Druuiuiond 
(R  P.O.  11).  "  Peter  Vodderburne"  named  as  wituess  to  a  baptism,  11  March  1581-82,  in  the  parish 
register  of  Mouilieth,  must  also  be  he. 

5  He  made  an  agreement  anent  this  garden  with  Robert  Kinloch  4  Nov.  1578  (D.P.B.  193). 
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of  his  father-in-law,  William  Kinloch,  then  very  old  (D.P.B.  264) ;  28  April  1595,  when  he  Part  n. 
"elder"  and  his  son  Peter  grant  a  discharge  (D.B.R.  300/) ;  19  May  1595,  when  he  and  Cbap.  I. 
Patrick  Wedderburn  are  witnesses  (D.P.B.  302  d) ;  27  Aug.  1595,  when  he,  "  elder,"  gets  a 
decree  (D.B.R.  301/);  and  15  Jan.  1596,  when  he  is  one  of  the  maternal  next-of-kin  to 
Peter  Imrie  (ib.  303).  So  again,  20  April  1596,  Peter  Wedderburn,  "  elder,"  is  a  witness 
(D.P.B.  305);  18  May,  as  father-in-law  of  William  Davidson  he  gets  a  discharge  (D.P.B. 
306);  27  May  1597  has  a  decree  against  him  (ib.  316  c);  IS  June  is  a  party  to  the 
marriage  contract  of  his  daughter  Margaret  with  George  Blak  (ib,  312)  and  6  Dec.  1598, 
14  April  1600,  gets  decrees  in  his  favour  (D.B.R.  327  b,  333  a).  He  is  also  named 
25  Api-il  1600  as  one  of  the  father's  kin  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Wedderburn 
of  Craigie  (D.B.R.  334,  and  ante,  pp.  64-65)  and,  21  June  in  the  same  year,  when,  subject  to 
charges  in  his  own  favour,  he  settles  land  on  his  daughter  Janet  and  William  Davidson, 
her  husband  (D.P.B.  336)  and  he  may  be  the  Peter  Wedderburn  who  is  fined,  11  Dec.  1600, 
for  brewing  14d.  ale  (D.C.B.  23)  The  last  reference  to  him  as  living  is  dated  1  Aug.  1604, 
when  Peter  Wedderburn,  elder,  enters  into  a  contract  with  Dr.  David  Kinloch,  son  to  his 
wife's  brother,  John  Kinloch  (R.D.  10),  but  he  died  before  5  Nov.  in  that  year,  when  there 
is  an  edict  of  curatory  to  Peter  Wedderburn,  son  of  umquhill  Peter,  burgess  (D.B.R.  350), 
and  one  of  the  first  acts  of  this  son  is  to  implement,  6  Feb.  1607,  his  father's  contract  with 
Dr.  David  Kinloch  (D.P.B.  366.)  There  are  several  references  to  old  Peter  Wedderburn 
after  his  death,  both  in  regard  to  his  son  (D.P.B.  385 ;  D.B.R.  376),  and  in  reference  to 
lands  once  his  (S.W.  368 ;  D.P.B.  490,  566). 

He  married  before  1577  (D.B.R.  231)  Margaret  Kinloch,  daughter  of  William 
Kinloch  and  Janet  Lindsay  (D.P  B.  313)  through  whom  he  acquired  a  South  Murraygait 
land,  near  "  that  of  William  Lochmalony  and  the  windmill  "  (S.W.  313;  D.P.B.  241  a,  279), 
which,  with  a  North  Marketgait  land,  descended  to  her  eldest  son  (ib.  330,  349).  By  her, 
who  died  before  10  Jan.  1509,  when  her  son  Peter  is  named  as  her  heir  (ib.),  he  had  two 
sons  and  three  daughters  : — 

1.  Peter  Wedderburn  [1585 1 — 1627?], l  eldest  son  of  Peter  Wedderburn  and  Margaret 
Kinloch,  is  first  named,  28  April  1595,  in  a  discharge  by  Peter  Wedderburn,  elder, 
and  his  son  Peter  Wedderburn,  younger  (D.B.R.  300/').  He  was  entered  heir  to 
his  late  mother,  Margaret  Kinloch,  in  a  North  Murraygait  land,  10  Jan.  1599 
(D.P.B.  330),  and  also  in  a  North  Marketgait  property,  3  Jan.  1603  (ib.  349).  He 
was  still  young  at  this  date,  as  he  is  called  "  puer  "  in  the  entry,  although  old 
enough  to  join  in  a  contract  between  his  father  and  Dr.  David  Kinloch,  dated 
1  Aug.  1610  (R.D.  1610).  On  his  father's  death  he  got  an  edict  of  curatory, 
5  Nov.  1604,  so  that  he  was  then  under  age  (D.B.R.  350),  but  seems  to  have 
attained  his  majority  by  6  Feb.  1607,  when  he  implements  the  above-mentioned 
contract  (D.P.B.  366).  He  is  called  "young  Peter  Wedderburn,"  6  Jan.  1606 
(D.W.  9e),  and,  9  Sept.,  Peter  Wedderburn,  younger  (D.P.B.  363).  That  he  was 
his  father's  eldest  son  is  clear  from  the  confirmation  of  the  will  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  William  Davidson,  to  which  he  is  cautioner,  and  in  which  he  is  expressly 
called  '"  eldest  son  of  the  late  Peter"  (Br.T.  1).  He  was  thus  heir  to  his  uncle 
Robert,  the  notary,  by  whose  will  (1611)  he  is  left  a  legacy  "  in  satisfaction  of  all 
heirship  claims "  (Br.T.  2).  He,  "  younger,"  was  entered  heir  to  him  in  various 
properties  (29  Feb.  1612),  which  he  at  once  resigned  to  his  cousin,  James  Wedder- 
burn, merchant,  and  his  wife,  Christian  Lovell  (D.B.B.  381).2  In  1615  (27  Feb., 
20  Sept.)  he  was  entered  in  lands  in  Dundee  as  heir  to  his  parents  (D.P.B.  385), 
and,  5  Jan.  1616,  he  is  entered  in  lands  in  the  Eastfield  of  Dudop  as  heir  of  his 
uncle,  Robert,  the  notary  (D.P.B.  405  ;  D.T.G.  3  b).  The  date  of  his  death  is  not 
.  ascertained.  His  cousin  Peter  (son  of  the  old  clerk,  post,  p.  117)  died  in  1623,  and 
yet  another  cousin  and  namesake  (son  of  Kingennie,  post,  chap.  iii. )  died  in  1628. 
Thus   two    entries,    27  Sept.  1627,  recording  Peter  Wedderburn  as  on  the  new 

1  Synopsis  of  references.  D.W.  lb,  9  e,  21  efi;  D.P.B.  330,  349,  363,  366,  385,  405;  D.B.R.  300/, 
311  a,  350,  376,  378,  381  b,  393  ;  D.T.G.  3  b  ;  R.D.  10  ;  Br.T.  1,  2. 

-  See  also  1609,  March  7,  when  the  "  twa  sons,  Petir  and  George,"  of  their  father  are  named  (D.W.  21  e 
ut  sup.),  while  Peter  Wedderburn,  younger,  is  witness  on  the  same  date  (ib.  21  e)  ;  1610,  July  3,  he  is 
a  witness  (ib.  21  /) ;  1611,  Oct.  24,  obligation  by  him  (D.B.R.  376)  ;  1612,  younger,  burgess,  witness 
(ib.  381  b),  June  15,  he  is  decreed  to  relieve  Peter  Man,  at  the  hands  of  Janet  Wedderburn,  his 
sister  (ib.  378)  ;  1613,  July  31,  "  young  Peter  Wedderburn's  woman,  Meriory  Barry,"  is  named  (D.W. 
21  i)  ;  and  1615,  Sept.  1,  there  is  a  decree  v.  him  "younger"  (D.B.R.  393).  Although  he  is 
occasionally  called  burgess,  the  "Lockit  Buik"  contains  no  entry  of  his  admission. 
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Part  ii.  council,  and,  Oct.  2,  Peter  Wedderburn,  younger,  as  collector  of  unlaws  (D.C.B. 

Chap.  i.  50  a  b),  imply  that  at  that  date  two  of  the  name  were  living,  one  of  whom  is  he, 

and  he  may  have  survived  much  later.1  The  Dundee  Records,  however,  contain  no 
reference  to  any  marriage  or  descendants  of  his,  and  it  may  be  taken  that  he  died 
unmarried  or  s.p.2 
2.  George  Wedderburn  [1586  1 — 1G10 1\.  He  is  named  in  the  Compt  Buik  of  David 
Wedderburn  (D.W.  21  e),  when  a  settlement  is  made,  7  March  1609,  and  David  and 
his  brother,  the  clerk,  agree  to  make  an  annual  payment  to  "Petir  Wedderburnis 
twa  sons,  Petir  and  George,  after  his  (i.e.  Robert's)  deceis."3  He  is,  no  doubt,  the 
George  Wedderburn  who  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1602,  and  was  thus  born 
about  1586  (S.A.R.  16).  There  is  no  other  mention  of  him  in  the  records,  and  he 
also  may  be  taken  to  have  died  unm.  or  s.p. 
Of  the  three  daughters  of  Peter  Wedderburn  and  Margaret  Kinloch, 

1.  Margaret  Wedderburn,  is  first  named  25  May  1584,  when  her  parents  settle  a 

North  Quaygait  tenement  on  her  and  her  sister,  Janet  (D. P.B.  245).  She  is  then 
not  named  till  18  June  1597,  at  which  date  she  had  lately  married  George  Blah, 
shipmaster,  son  and  heir  of  George  Blak,  who  makes  a  settlement  on  her  and  her 
son  in  implement  of  their  marriage  contract  (ib.  312).  She  and  her  husband  are 
again  named,  5  Dec.  1597,  as  resigning  an  annual  rent  out  of  a  Spalding's  Wynd 
laud  (ib.  325);  27  June,  17  Nov.  1601  as  resigning  parts  of  the  land  itself  in 
favour  of  her  sister  Janet  (ib.  342,  345),  and  again  in  another  such  resignation, 
31  May  1605  (ib.  357).  George  Blak  died  before  24,  31  May  1609,  when  his  wife 
is  spoken  of  as  his  relict  in  a  decree  in  her  favour  (D.B.R.  362).  She  is  also 
named  with  her  brother  Teter  and  her  sister  Margaret  as  legatees  under  the  will 
(1611)  of  their  uncle  Robert  Wedderburn,  the  notary  (Br.T.  2).4  She  married 
secondly  before  17  June  1614,  Andrew  Blah,  who  is  named  as  her  husband  in  a 
decree  of  that  date  (D.B.R.  390)  ;  and  was  living  2  Jan.  1622,  when  Peter  Blak, 
her  son  by  her  first  marriage,  is  entered  as  heir  of  George  Blak,  his  grandfather, 
and  George  Blak,  mariner,  both  deceased,  in  a  South  Flukergait  land  which  he 
then  resigns  with  the  consent  of  his  mother,  Margaret  Wedderburn,  and  Andrew 
Blak,  now  her  spouse  (D.P.B.  427) ;  an  entry  which  identifies  the  widow  of  George 
Blak  with  the  wife  of  Andrew  Blak.     The  date  of  her  death  is  not  ascertained. 

2.  Barbara  Wedderburn,  first  named  in  a  decree,  26  Aug.  1595  (D.G.R.  3),  and 

next  in  the  will  (161 1)  of  her  uncle  Robert  Wedderburn,  as  already  noted  (Br.T.  2). 
She  is  no  doubt  to  be  identified  with  Barbara  Wedderburn,  wife  of  Edward 
Cristone,  skipper,  burgess  of  Dundee,  in  an  obligation  made  by  her  and  him, 
17  Nov.  1612  (D.B.R.  387);  and  also  with  Barbara  Wedderburn,  wife  of  Edward 
Frislo  or  Fraser,  merchant,  who  is  named  with  her  husband,  8  Oct.  1617  (D.P.B. 
296)  and  21  July  1618  (ib.  419),  as  acquiring  property  in  Dundee.5  She  thus 
appears  to  have  married  twice,  but  I  have  not  found  whether  she  had  issue  by 
either  marriage.     The  date  of  her  death  is  also  not  ascertained. 

3.  Janet  Wedderburn,8  first  named  in  the  settlement  on  her  and  her  sister  Margaret, 

already  mentioned  25  May  1584  (DPB.  245).  She  is  then  not  referred  to  till 
19  May  1595,  when  William  Davidson?  merchant,  burgess,  settles  a  North 
Argylegait  land  on  himself  and  on  her  as  his  wife  (ib.  302  d).     Her  parentage  is 

*  See  D.P.B.  456  a,  where  the  lands  of   Peter  Wedderburn,  shipmaster,  are  named  as  a  South  Argylegait 

boundary,  1  Feb.  1649  ;  and  D.B.R.  461,  when,  4  July  1653,  Peter  Wedderburn  gives  in  a  revocation 
by  Helen  Wedderburn,  relict  of  Andrew  Boyd.  These  entries  are  not  clear  evidence,  because  the 
first  is  consistent  with  the  person  named  being  then  dead,  while  the  second  may  refer  to  Peter, 
afterwards  Sir  Peter,  of  Gosford. 

2  A  James  Wedderburn,  son  of  Peter  Wedderburn,  burges;  of  Dundee,  is  a  witness  7  Feb.  1609  (D.P.B.  337), 

but  is  nowhere  else  mentioned,  and  I  question  if  there  is  not  some  error  of  name  in  the  entry. 

3  See  also  Br.T.  1  quoted  above,  where  his  brother  Peter  is  expressly  called  eldest  son  of  his  father. 

*  Margaret  Wedderburn  named  in  the  Glover's  Records  (D.T.G.  2  n),  22  Jan  1622,  may  be  either  she  or  the 

daughter  of  Kingennie  (post,  chap.  iii.). 

1  There  are  two  references  in  the  Dundee  Records: — (a)  5  June  1615,  to  Barbara  Wedderburn  and 
Mr.  William  Ferguson,  her  spouse  (D.B.R.  390),  and  (6)  7  Nov.  1617,  to  Barbara  Wedderburn,  wife  of 
Alexander  Halyburton  (D.P.B.  397),  both  of  which  are  due  to  errors;  the  name  Barbara  being  a 
mistake  in  the  first  case  for  Catharine,  and  in  the  second  for  Margaret.  These  errors  are  corrected  in 
the  entries  as  given  in  Vol.  ii. 

«  Synopsis  of  References.  D.W.  14  h,  15  h  ;  D.C.  53  ;  D.P.D.  245,  302  d,  306,  326,  336,  345,  357  ;  D.B.R. 
367,  374,  378,  380,  404;  R.D.  7,  25,  66,  67;  R.A.D.  55.  58  ;  Br.T.  1,  2  ;  P.B.N.  3. 

7  J.W.  says  he  was  ancestor  o£  the  Davidsons  of  Balgay,  but  I  have  no  proof  of  this. 
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fixed  by  a   discharge   in    which    her   husband    is   called    "  son   in   law   to   Peter  Part n- 

Wedderburn,  elder,"  28  April  1596  (D.P.B.  306),  as  well  as  by  a  resignation  made  chap-  h 

by  her  and  her  husband  subject  to  charges  in  favour  of  "  Peter  Wedderburn,  elder, 

her  father,"  21  June  1600  (ib.  336).     She  and  William  Davidson,  who  is  generally 

called  "younger,"  are  named   16  March   1597,  when  they  get  an  interest  in  a 

lodging  east  of  the  Greneland  (R.D.  7)  from  the  clerk  and  his  wife  ;  and  12  Dec. 

in  the  same  year,  when  Robert  Kyd  resigns  a  North  Marketgait  land  in  their 

favour  (D.B.R.  326).     Other  resignations  of  a  Spalding's  Wynd  land  are  made  to 

them  by  her  sister  Margaret  and  George  Blak,  17  Nov.  1601  (D.P.B.  345)  and 

31  May  1605  (ib.  357),  and  she  is  also  named  as  godmother  to  her  cousin,  David 

Wedderburn's  son  Alexander,  29  Aug.  1602  (D.W.  14//,  ISA).     Her  husband  died  • 

in  June  1610,  leaving  a  will  dated  18  .lune  and  confirmed  22  Sept.  in  that  year, 

which  she  gave  up  as  his  relict  and  as  tutrix  to  their  children,  William,  Richard, 

Janet,  Margaret,  Elspeth,  and  the  "bairn  in  gremio"  (Br.T.   1).     She  is  named 

with  her  children  18,  23  Jan,  8,   11   March,   5  April  1611  (D.B.R.  367),  and  had 

litigation,   1609-12,  on  their  behalf  with  the  family  of  George  Bultie,  deceased, 

who  seems  to  have  left  them  a  legacy  (R.D.  25;  R.A.D.  55.  58).     Perhaps  it  was 

to  avoid  personal  liability  in  this  action  that,   17  Jan.   1612,  she  declares  that  in 

her  dealings  with  her  children  she  has  never  acted  as  tutrix,  but  "  only  in  discharge 

of  her  natural  duty  "  (D.B.R.  374).     She,  no  doubt,  is  the  Janet  Wedderburn  (not 

designed)  named  as  a  creditor  in  the  will  (1611)  of  her  uncle  Robert  Wedderburn, 

the  notary  (Br.T.  2)  ;  and  she  is  also  named  as  her  husband's  relict  (and  as  Peter 

Wedderburn's  sister)  in  a  decree  15  June  1612  (D.B.R.  378) ;  a  discharge  21  Jan. 

1613  (ib.  380);  a  bond  12  Jan.  1618  (R.D.  66),  another  decree  25  March  in  that 

year  (D.B.R.  404);  and  a  sasine  17  Aug.  1619  (P.B  N.  3).     The  last  mention  of 

her  is  dated  28  Jan.  1626,  when  a  North  Argylegait  land  is  described  as  once  that 

of  her  husband,  and  is  disponed  subject  to  the  life-rent  of  "Jonnet  Wedderburn, 

his  relict"  (D.C.  53).     The  date  of  her  death  does  not  appear.1 

3.  Robert  Wedderburn'2  [  1546-1 611],  third  and  youngest  son  of  Robert  Wedderburn 

and  Janet  Kyd,  was  born  in  1546,  and  was  from  1574  until  his  death  in  Oct.  1611,  a 

notary  in  Dundee.     He  is  first  named,  13  Feb.  1561,  as  servitor  to  his  brother,  the  clerk 

(D.P.B.,  vol.  238,  fol.   114,   131,   orig.  MS.);  26  April   1564,  as  brother  to  the   clerk 

(D.P.B.  115) ;  8  May  in  the  same  year,  as  "  younger,"  together  with  other  inhabitants  of 

the  burgh  (D.C.B.  4) ;  and  25  March  1568,  when,  as  chaplain  of  S.  James  Major,  he  grants 

a  precept  of  clare  constat,  to  which  his  signature  and  seal  are  attached  (D.C.  3L).3     On 

30  March  1573  he  joined  with  his   father   in   the   resignation  of   a  North  Argylegait 

land  to  his  brother,  the  clerk,  and  his  son  Robert  (D.W.  11  h  ;  D.P.B.  82). 

He  was  admitted  a  notary  3  March  1574-75,  and  his  admission,4  dated  at  Edinburgh 
and  copied  into  the  first  of  his  protocol  books,  gives  some  account  of  him  up  to  that  date. 

It  describes  him  as  "burgess  of  Dundee,  quhair  he  was  born  of  the  age  of  twenty 

audit  yeiris  or  thairby,  unmaryit,"  and  recites  that  he  "  hes  maid  daylie  seruice  "  to 
Alexander  Guthre.  clerk  of  Edinburgh,  for  three  years,  and  to  Alexander  Wedderburn, 
clerk  of  Dundee,  for  seven  (D.P.B.  190).  His  notarial  symbol,  with  the  mottoes,  "  Bona 
fide"  and  "  Nihil  tarn  occulte  quam  non  revelabitur,"  is  appended.  From  this  time  on 
he  is  repeatedly  named  as  notary  down  to  his  death  in  1611,  e.g.,  16  Dec.  1602,  when  he 
signs  a  contract  for  the  town  (D.C.  41).     These  slight  references  are  not  worth  detailed 

1  A  Janet  Wedderburn,  wife  of  Alexander  Innes,  co.  Moray  (ante,  p.  86),  is  named  in  a  bond  of  26  Feb.  1619 
(K.D.  67),  and  may  be  she,  in  which  case  she  married  twice.  On  the  other  hand  there  is  no  reference, 
in  the  disposition  of  1626  to  the  second  husband,  who,  however,  may  then  have  been  dead. 

-  Synopsis  of  Kef erences :  -S.W.  45,  46,  53,  55,  56,  57,  60,  61,  68  b,  103, 146  ;  Bl.  3  ;  D.W.  2  b,  3,  6,  8  b,  9  a  e, 
10  c,  lie  A,  12  bef,  17  ef,  216cdef;D.C.  31,  41,46,  71;  D.L.B.  30,32;  D.P.B.  82,115,190, 196,  213  c, 
223  d,  234,  237,  251,  292,  293  d,  297,  302  b  f,  303  a,  323,  336,  341,  343,  364,  368,  374,  381,  405,  430, 
434,  486,  488  ;  D.B.R.  211  a,  214,  217,  253,  270,  272,  273  a.  279  b,  301  d,  303,  329,  344,  350,  351 
356,  358  a  b,  365  a  b,  389  a  ;  D.C.B.  4,  14,  20,  32  ;  D.T.G.  3  b  ;  G.S.R.  45  ;  R.P.C.  13,  22,  25,  28  ; 
R.P.3.  29;  R.D.  1,7,10;  R.A.D.  26,30,42;  Br.T.  1,2;  P.B.N.  19,  and  the  references  given  p.  100,  n.  1. 

3  Two  other   references   to   Robert   Wedderburn,    younger,   chaplain    of  S.  James'   altar,    7   Aug.    1568 

(D.P.B.  72  a),  and  of  S.  James  Major,  20  Sept.  1574.  4  May  1575  (D.B.R  211a,  214),  are  also  to  him, 
as  well  as  some  references  to  a  Robert  Wedderburn,  not  designed  ;  1568  April  2,  chaplain  of  S. 
James  Minor  (D.P.B.  140)  ;  Oct.  30,  of  S.  James  Major  (ib.  76)  ;  1569  June  3,  of  S.  James  (D.B.R. 
176  a);  1581  Jan.  29,  of  S.  James  (G.S.R.  45),  and,  perhaps,  1578  March  7,  chaplain  of  S.  Thomas 
(ib.  239).     See  also  ante,  p.  72,  n.  3  ;  and  as  to  chaplainries,  post.  p.  108,  n.  1. 

4  The  admission  is  also  recorded  in  vol.  ii.  of  the  Register  of  the  Admissions  of  Notaries  among  the  public 

records  of  Scotland,  where  Robert's  age  is  given  as  twenty-six.  His  own  copy,  giving  twenty-eight, 
seems,  however,  more  likely  to  be  correct. 
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Part  II.  enumeration,'  but  a  facsimile  of  his  notarial  symbol  will  be  found  at  p.  187  of  vol.  ii,  and 
Chap.  i.  0f  hig  notarial  docket  and  ordinary  signature  opp.  pp.  7  (S.W.  61)  and  192  (D.C.  31,  41) 
of  the  same  volume.  There  are  in  the  Dundee  charter  room  six  large  protocol  books  and 
twelve  small  minute  books  of  his,  and  from  the  title  pages  of  the  former  we  gather  that  he 
was  of  considerable  education.  Quotations  from  classical  writers,  Ovid.2  Lucan,  Claudian, 
Cicero,  Plutarch  and  the  Vulgate  ;  quaint  proverbs,  old  rhymes,  and  all  sorts  of  mottoes  are 
freely  used.  "  Patior  nt  potiar  (Through  suffering,  strength) ;  "  Verere  deum,  verere 
teipsum"  (Honour  God,  honour  thyself);  "  Temperantia  prorogat  annos  "  (Temperance 
prorogues  the  years) ;  "Sumnium  nectimeas  diem  nee  optes  "  (Fear  not  nor  wish  for  death), 
are  a  few  out  of  the  many  mottoes,  more  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  account  given  of 
each  of  his  Protocol  Books  in  vol.  ii.3  In  one  of  these  books  (vol.  262)  he  makes  a  note  on 
the  plague  which  lasted  in  Dundee  1605-8,  and  of  the  earthquake  there  on  8  Nov.  1608  ; 
while  in  another  (vol.  245)  he  inserts  a  list  of  "  evil  dayis  of  the  zeir."  At  some  time  or 
another  he  was  on  the  Continent — perhaps  he  received  his  early  education  there — as  in  the 
Compt  Bulk  of  his  nephew  David,  a  Latin  prophecy  about  King  James  VI.  is  quoted,  the 
writer  adding,  "  Robert,  my  father's  brother,  gef  me  this,  quhilk  he  said  was  giffin  him 
in  Vittemberg  "  (D.W,  6).* 

In  1575  (May  17),  soon  after  his  admission  as  notary,  he  had  to  pursue  his  cousin 
and  namesake,  Robert,  "son  of  the  late  Robert  Wedderburn,"  for  "  invaiding  and 
mispresonyng  "  him  (D.B.R.  217),6  perhaps  in  regard  to  his  profession,  and,  five  years 
later,  1  July  1580,  he  brought  an  action  and  got  a  decree  against  Alexander  Mathow  for 
"  mispresoning  and  blaspheming  "  him  by  "  allegeand  and  sayand  that  he  had  maid  and 
gewine  ane  instrument  to  Robert  Rollok  which  was  f als "  (l).P.B.  196).  This  action, 
unless,  indeed,  he  had  two  against  the  same  defender,  is  also  mentioned  June-July  1580, 
when  the  slander  is  said  to  be  that  Mathew  had  "  blasphemit  him,  calland  him  ane  sleist 
slather  vagabond,"  and  on  Wedderburn  producing  Robert  Rollok  as  a  witness,  he  is 
objected  to  as  "  second  and  third  in  consanguinitie  "to  the  pursuer  (D.B.R.  253).  Later  on, 
17  June  1584,  Robert  seems  to  have  threatened  to  pursue  John  Adamson,  skipper  in 
S.  Andrew's,  "  both  be  the  law  and  by  (i.e.,  apart  from)  the  law  "  for  John  Wedderburn's 
life,6  and  to  have  got  a  decree  (D.B.R.  272). 7  Slight  references  to  him  are  frequent. 
Thus,  12  Feb.  1585,  he  is  a  curator  to  his  nephew  Robert,  son  of  the  late  clerk  (R.D.  1); 
21  May  1586,  sheriff  and  officer  re  a  complaint  (R.P.C.  13) ;  19  Nov.  1586,  3,  4  Feb.  1587, 
notary  and  witness  with  his  symbol  and  mottoes  (S.W.  55,  56);  29  June  1587,  witness, 
father's  brother  to  Mr.  Alexander,  the  clerk  (ih.  57) ;  12  March  1588,  elder,  witness  (D.W. 
12  6),;  16  Oct.  in  that  year,  elder,  notary,  with  his  professional  symbol  (S.W.  60)8 ;  24  July 
1589,  he  gets  sasine  of  a  South  Argylegait  land;  15  Jan.   1596,  he  is  next  of  kin  and 

1  See  S.W.  39,  39  a,  41,  41a,  42,  47,  48,  61,  68  a  b,  71.  75,  80,  92,  100,  137,  144  a,  146,  160,  167  ;  D.W. 

$g,  lit,  12 A;  D.C.  34,  41,  46;  D.P.B.  204,  217,  221  b,  222,  316,  339 e,  345,  3^9  ;  D.B.R.  271c, 
343  a;  D.T.G.  4  c,  7  ;  G.S.R.  39,  49,  52,  71  ;  R.P.C.  19,  23,  24,  26 ;  Reg.  de  Panmure,  p.  315. 

2  See  also  D.W.  2  b,  where,  7  Nov.  1621,  David  Wedderburn  mentions  a  copy  of  Ovid's  Metamorphoses  "in 

verry  braw  binding,"  once  belonging  to  Robert  Wedderburn,  "my  uncle." 

3  See  Vol.  ii.  at  pp.  221,  223-24,  228,  233,  236,  s.  D  P.B.  Vols.  243,  245,  247,  251,  261-262. 

4  For  other  references  to  him  in  the  "  Compt.  Buik  "  see  the  note  of  the  loan  of  "  a  compter  and  lang 

sadill  of  aik"  to  Robert,  "my  father  brother"  (D.W.  3),  and  other  references  to  him  as  "my  father 
brother"  and  "auld  Robert"  (ib.  8  b,  9  ae,  21  b  cd  f).  There  are  also  slight  mentions  of  him  as 
witness  8  May  1583  ib.  11  c) ;  12  Nov.  1586  (S.W.  53);  10  April  1592  (D.W.  12/);  and  a  bond  by  him 
13  Oct.  1595  (ii.  12  c). 

5  He  is  called  "  younger  "  on  this  occasion,  his  father,  Robert  Wedderburn,  elder,  being  still  alive.     So  on 

one  or  two  occasions,  1570-71,  Robert  Wedderburn,  "younger,  scriba,"  is  named  (D.P.B.,  vol.  241, 
fol.  13,  18,  orig.  MS.) 

6  If  this  implies  that  John  Wedderburn  was  then  dead,  it  would  seem  to  refer  to  John  (ante,  p.  24)  ;  if  it 

is  consistent  with  his  being  then  alive,  to  his  son  John  (ante,  p.  26). 

7  There  is  also  an  action  against  him,  16  Nov.  1590,  by  Robert  Gray,  for  delivering  up  of  a  charter  (R. A  D.  26). 

8  He  is  called  "  elder  "  to  distinguish  him  from  Robert  the  merchant  (ante,  p.  19)  and  also  later  from  his 

nephew  Robert  (post,  p.  111).  Thus  30  March  1590  Robert  Wedderburn,  elder,  and  the  merchant  are 
both  on  one  assize  (D.B.R.  279  o)  ;  3,  5  Aug.  1593,  he,  "  elder,"  sells  a  North  Argylegait  land  to  his 
nephew  Robert,  "younger,  burgess,"  (S.W.  103  ;  D.P.B.  293  d)  ;  3  Sept.  1595,  elder,  attorney  for 
his  sister  Barbara  (D.P.B.  303  a)  ;  16  March  1597,  elder,  witness  (R.D.  7) ;  1,  15  June  1599  there  is 
a  decree  for  him  re  the  boundaries  or  "lineation  "  of  his  North  Argylegait  land  (D.P.B.  329)  ;  and 
25  June  1601  he,  "elder,"  acts  as  attorney  (D.P.B-  341).  From  an  entry,  however,  dated  9  Oct. 
1602,  when  Robert  Wedderburn,  notary,  writes  a  bond  by  Robert  Wedderburn,  elder,  burgess  of 
Dundee,  it  would  seem  that  the  merchant  was  also  called  at  one  time  elder  (R.P.C.  25).  Other 
references  to  the  notary  as  elder  may  be  found  1  June  1602  (R.A.D.  42)  ;  16  May  1604  (R.P.C. 
28);  30  July  1606,  on  assize  (D.B.R.  356)  ;  11  March,  15  April  1607,  on  assize,  councillor  (ib.  388  ab); 
19  May  1608  (D.W.  17  e)  ;  8  May  1609  (D.C.B.  32) ;  June  1610  (Br.T.  1), 
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one  of  the  curators  to  his  nephew,  Peter  Imrie,  son  of  his  sister  Barbara  (D.B.R.  303) ;  Part  II. 
and  1  Dec.  1601,  gets  a  gift  of  the  escheat  goods  of  John  Wedderburn  (R.P.S.  29).  chaP-  I- 

He  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  by  the  privilege  of  his  late  father  15  March  1588, 
being  designed  "brother  german  of  the  late  clerk  "  in  the  entry  of  his  admission  (D.L.B. 
30),  and  in  the  following  year,1  16  July  1589,  was  elected  procurator  fiscal  and  master  of 
work  for  the  "  bigging  of  the  new  school,"  and  gave  his  oath  of  fidelity  (D.C.B.  II).2 
Later  on,  25  Oct.  1597,  he  is  one  of  those  who  call  attention  to  the  fouling  of  the  common 
burn  by  the  Skinners'  craft,  and  obtain  a  decree  against  a  continuance  of  the  nuisance 
(D.C.B.  20).  He  may  occasionally  have  acted  as  clerk  pro  tempore,  as,  7  Jan.  1602,  Mr. 
Robert  Wedderburn,  clerk,  is  named  among  the  commissioners  for  settling  disputes  between 
Perth  and  Dundee  (R.P.C.  22) ;  but  this  is  more  probably  an  error  for  Alexander. 

He  died  a  few  days  after  12  Oct.  1611,  on  which  day,  at  his  house  in  Dundee,  he  gave 
up  his  will,  confirmed  at  Brechin  7  June  1612  (Br.T.  2),  by  which  he  nominated  as  his 
executors  James  and  Peter,  sons  of  his  brother,  the  late  clerk,  and  left  various  legacies  to 
other  nephews  and  nieces.  His  heir  was  his  nephew  Peter  (son  of  Peter  Wedderburn  and 
Margaret  Kinloch),  who  is  so  entered  29  Feb.  1612  (D.P.B.  381)  and  also  5  Jan.  1616 
{ib.  405),  and  whose  inheritance  from  his  uncle  is  mentioned,  13  June  1677  (D.T.G.  3  6).3 

There  are  several  references  to  the  North  Argylegait  and  other  properties  of  Robert, 
the  notary,  after  his  death  (e.g.  D.C.  71  ;  D.P.B.  430,  434,  437,  486,  488  ;  P.B.N.  19), 
but  they  are  not  important. 

He  married  about  Sept.  1583  Margaret  Myln,  daughter  to  Robert  Myln  of 
Dundee,  the  marriage  contract  being  dated  11  Sept.4  (D.B.R.  270).  Thereafter  he  and 
his  wife  are  repeatedly  named  together  in  regard  to  various  properties.  Thus  28  Nov. 
1583  they  settle  a  North  Argylegait  property  on  themselves  and  their  heirs  (Bl.  3,  D.P.B. 
234),  28  .Ian.  1584  she  resigns  to  her  father  a  tenement  which  she  and  her  sister  Agnes 
had  inherited  as  co-heiresses  of  their  brother  James  Myln  (D.P.B.  237).  Later  on, 
15  April  1593,  Robert  and  his  wife  resign  lands  to  George  Thomson  (D.P.B.  292); 
23  May,  in  the  same  year,  they  sue  Sir  James  Scrymgeour  for  an  annual-rent  out  of 
Dudop(R.A.D.  30) ;  and,  15  May  1594,  resign  a  tenement  to  Ninian  Copen  (D.P.B.  297).5 
She  is  also  named  in  the  Compt  Bulk  of  her  husband's  nephew,  David,  as  having  dealings 
with  him,  13  Sept.  1597  (D.W.  10  c). 

By  her,  the  date  of  whose  death  is  not  ascertained,  but  who  seems  to  have  pre- 
deceased him,  as  she  is  not  named  in  his  will,  he  had  issue,  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
all  of  whom  died  young  and  in  his  lifetime,  his  ultimate  heir  being  the  son  of  his 
brother  Peter  (D.P.B.  381).     These  children  were6:— 

1.  Robert  Wedderburn,  born  1  June  1584,  and  died  before  29  Jan.  1586,  when  his 

parents  gave  the  same  name  to  another  son. 

2.  James  Wedderburn,  born  4  Aug.  1585.]  Died  before  Sept.  1606,  when  the  younger 

3.  Robert    "Wedderburn,    born    29    Jan.  Vbrother  Alexander  is  called  their  father's 

1586.  J  heir  apparent  (D.P.B.  364). 

1  The  following  references  to  a  Robert  Wedderburn,  not  designed,  are  also  probably  to  him,  1578  Oct.  8, 
decree  for  him  (D.B.R.  243  a)  ;  1581,  Jan.  31,  witness  (D.P.B.  213  e) ;  1586,  June  13,  witness  (ib. 
251)  ;  1600,  witness  (ib.  336).  The  Robert  Wedderburn  not  designed  who  is  elected  a  visitor  for  the 
Argylegait  quarter  at  the  time  of  the  threatened  "  plague  of  pest  lately  in  Leith,"  3  July  1588  (D.C.B. 
12;  may  be  either  he  or  the  merchant  (ante,  p.  19). 

-  See  also  D.L.B.  32,  where,  20  Oct.  1591,  Robert  Wedderburn  is  paid  "for  the  reparation  of  the  school 
work."  I  have  there  assumed  that  the  reference  is  to  Robert,  the  merchaut  (ante,  p.  19),  and  this 
may  be  so,  but  the  reference  of  1589  (D.C.B.  14)  is  to  "  Robert  Wedderburn,  elder,"  which  is  more 
likely  to  be  the  notary,  and  both  are,  presumably,  to  the  same  person. 

3  Robert  was  cautioner,  1  Aug.  1604,  for  this  nephew  (R.D.  10),  and  was  also  named  as  father's  kin  to 

him,  8  Nov.  in  that  year  (D.B.R.  350).  A  decree  obtained  by  Robert's  executors  is  registered  11  May 
1614  (D.B.R.  389  a). 

4  He  may  have  had  to  bring  an  action  in  respect  of  his  contract,  as  soon  after,  19  Jan.  1585,  we  find  him 

suing  his  father-in-law,  Robert  Myln  (D.B.R.  273  a).  This  suit  may  have  lasted  years,  as  a  decreet 
arbitral  between  them  is  registered,  25  July  1595  (D.B.R.  301). 

5  There  are  several  such  entries.     Thus,  24  March  1595,  Robert  Wedderburn,  elder,  and  Margaret  Myln, 

his  wife,  resign  a  South  Argylegait  land  to  James  Boyter  (D.P.B.  202  4);  6  June  1595,  they,  with 
consent  of  her  father,  resign  an  annual  rent  (ib.  302  f)  ;  8  Nov.  1597,  they  acquire  a  North  Argylegait 
land  (ib.  323);  17  Aug.  1601,  they  resign  another  annual-rent  (ib.  343);  and,  30  Jan.  1604,  they  alienate 
part  of  Craigie  to  William  Graham  of  Claverhouse  (D.B.R,  344). 

6  The  authority  for  the  births  of  these  three  sons  is  an  incomplete  family  register  (see  vol.  ii,  p,  207), 

written  by  Robert  Wedderburn  in  one  of  his  small  minute  books,  and  in  which  he  characteristically 
notices  the  exact  hour  at  which  these  sons  were  born,  together  with  the  zodiacal  signs.  The  entry 
of  the  eldest  son's  birth  is  erased,  no  doubt  on  his  death. 
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Part  ii.         4.  Alexander  Wedderburn  [1587 — 1608-9?].  not  named  in  the  above  register,  and 
chaP-  '■  born  therefore  after  1586.     He  is  only  four  times  named  in  the  Dundee  Becords, 

viz.,  (a)  1605,  May  18,  when  Bobert  Wedderburn,  notary,  and  Alexander,  his  son, 
witness  a  precept  (D.P.B.  339  c)  ;  (b)  1606,  Sept.  18,  when  Bobert  Wedderburn, 
elder,  and  Margaret  Myln,  his  wife,  settle  the  "  Creneland  "  on  their  son  and  heir 
apparent,  Alexander  Wedderburn,  and  on  their  two  daughters,  Janet  and  Elizabeth 
(ib.  364);  (c)  1607,  June  14,  when  Bobert  Wedderburn,  elder, burgess,  and  Alexander, 
his  son,  are  witnesses  (ib.  368) ;  and  (d)  1608,  April,  28,  when  Alexander,  son  of 
Bobert  Wedderburn,  notary,  is  a  witness  (ib.  370  c).  He  is  also  named  once  in 
the  Compt  Buik  of  his  cousin,  David  Wedderburn,  as  witness  with  his  father 
24  May  1608  (D.W.  17/).  This  is  the  last  mention  of  him,  and  it  is  clear,  from 
the  fact  that  his  cousin  Peter  was  heir  to  his  father  (ut  sup.)  that  he  died  s.p.,  and 
no  doubt  unmarried,  in  his  father's  life.  Probably  he  died  1608-9,  as  7  March 
1609  we  find  his  father  settling  his  North  Argylegait  property  on  his  great- 
nephews  Peter,  son  to  the  clerk,  and  Alexander,  son  of  David  of  the  Compt 
Buik  (D.W.  21  e,  D.P.B.  374). 
and  two  daughters, 

1.  Janet  Wedderburn.     First  named  in  a  bond,  4  Nov.  1603,  by  her  parents  to  her 

(J).B.B.  351),  and  again  in  an  obligation  to  her  and  her  father,  26  July  1605 
(ib.  365  a).  See  also  the  settlement  on  her  brother  Alexander,  18  Sept.  1606 
(D.P.B.  364).     She  died  imm.  before  1611. 

2.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,    named   in   an    obligation  to  her   parents  and  herself, 

20  May  1605  (D.B.R.  365  6),  and  in  the  settlement  (ut  svp)  of  1606  (D.P.B.  364). 
She  also  died  unm.  before  161 1.1 


1  With  regard  to  the  death  of  all  Kobert's  children  in  his  life,  reference  may  be  made  to  the  fact  that  the 
plague  came  to  Dundee  from  "  St  Bartillis  merket  in  Franchland  "  early  in  ]  605  and  was  still  raging 
in  Nov.  1608,  four  thousand  deaths  having  occurred  up  to  that  time  (see  D.P.B.  vol.  262,  post,  ii,  p,  236). 


PART   II. 

Chapter    II. 

Alexander  Wedderburn  (eldest  son  op  Robert),  Town  Clerk  op  Dundee,  and  his 

wife  Janet  Myln. 

With  an  account  of  their  children  and  the  descendants  of  their  younger  sons.     (See  tabidar 
pedigree  at  p.  105,). 

Alexander  Wedderburn  [1530? — 1585],1  eldest  son  of  Robert  Wedderburn  and  Part  II. 
Janet  Kyd,  is  first  named  on  his  admission  as  burgess  of  Dundee,  15  Nov.  1555  Chap.  II. 
(D.L.B.  18).  He  was  admitted  a  notary  about  1554-55,  as  appears  by  an  entry  in  one  of 
his  Dundee  Protocol  Books  (D.P.B.  91),  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  year  1558-59  as  "  the 
fourth  year  of  my  notaryship."2  On  5  Oct.  1556  he  was  elected  to  succeed  Robert  Seres 
as  clerk  of  Dundee  for  life,  upon  the  refusal  to  accept  the  office  by  Henry  Richardsone, 
whom  he  consents  to  retain  as  his  substitute  (D.B.R.  69).  The  original  gift  of  clerkship, 
still  extant  among  the  Dundee  charters  (D.C.  25),  is  dated  6  Feb.  1556-57,  and  is  also 
recorded  19  Oct.  1556-57  (D.T.G.  10  a).  It  describes  him  as  "  Alexander  Wedderburn, 
youngair,3  sone  to  Robert  Wedderburn,  oure  broder  and  comburges."  He  is  thereafter 
repeatedly  named  as  clerk  and  notary,  witness,  procurator,  &c.,  but  these  references 
are  of  little  interest,  and  I  do  not,  therefore,  deal  with  them  in  detail.4  He  seems,  however, 
to  have  exercised  his  office  with  activity  and  to  have  taken  much  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
the  town.  Thus,  in  1563  May  17,  the  council  elect  him,  together  with  the  treasurer  and 
dean  of  gild,  "to  pass  to  Edinburgh  at  this  present  parliament  as  commissioners  for  the 
whole  town  to  treat  of  certain  matters,  and  especially  of  the  liberty  of  burghs  "  (D.C.B.  2)  ; 
while  some  years  later,  4  June  1569,  he  is  appointed  with  others  to  inspect  the  common  malt 
mill  of  the  burgh  and  the  wheat  mill  of  Pitkerrow  (D.C.  P.  9).  On  one  occasion,  28  March 
1576,  one  Thomas  Dowie,  defender  in  a  suit  by  Barbara  Wedderburn,  sister  of  the  clerk, 
objected  to  his  acting  as  clerk  in  the  suit  on  the  ground  of  his  interest  as  her  brother, 
but  the  objection  was  disallowed  (D.B.R.  226).  He  remained  in  office  till  20  Sept.  1582, 
when  he  "  resignit  and  demittit "  the  clerkship  to  his  eldest  son,  whom  the  bailies  there- 
upon elect,  retaining  the  father  as  clerk  substitute  (S.W.  43  ;  D.B.R.  262). 

Several  of  his  protocol  books  are  still  on  the  shelves  of  the  Dundee  Charter-room, 
and  some  of  the  volumes  of  the  Burgh  and  Head  Court  records  are  also  his.5  Thus  vol.  vi. 
is  expressly  described  as  his,  and  one  at  least  of  the  two  preceding  volumes  is  written 
during  his  clerkship.  Vol.  viii.  was  originally  intended  as  the  second  of  his  protocol 
books,  as  appears  by  a  memorandum  on  the  fly-leaf,  which  also  bears  a  Latin  couplet 
inculcating  sincerity  of  worship ;  while  on  the  title  page  of  vols.  xii.  and  xiv.  (his  last 

'  Synopsis  of  references  :— S.W.  13,  16,  17,  19-31,  33-39  a,  41-45,  49,  60,  61,  99,  101  (1),  103, 112, 157,297, 
669;  Bl.  3;D.W.  1,  11  a  6  cd  egh  m,  12  a,  18  a  e,  19  a;  D.C.  25-27,  29,  30,  32-34;  D.L.B.  18,  26,27,  30, 
31,  34,  35  ;  D.P.D.  58,  66,  68,  70,  80,  81,  82,  91,  94,  115,  125,  141  /',  153  a,  191a,  198,  202  6,  213  e, 
214,  216,  218,  223  d/,  242,  249,  255,  267  6,  272,  276.  286,  287,  291a,  303  6,  306,  307,  340,  347  ; 
D.B.R.  69,  90,  107,  187,  211  c,  226,  241  def,  262.  270,  273  6,  275  5,  281,  284,  288,  299,  301  #,  322c, 
328,  384  ;  D.C.B.  2,  9  ;  D.T.G.  4  6,  10  ;  D.G.R.  1  ;  G.S.R.  33,  34,  35  a  6,  37-45,  91  ;  R.P.S.  24  ;  K.D. 
1,  3  ;  R.A.D.  16-18,  20,  35,  43,  48  ;  Regs.  Episc.  Brech.,  p.  285  ;  Spald.  Club  Misc.  (1849)  iv,  27. 

2  I  have  omitted  to  notice  this  fact  in  the  extract  given  in  vol.  ii,  D.P.B.  91. 

3  He  is  often  called  "younger"  in  distinction  from  his  uncle  Alexander,  the  merchant  (ante,  p.  74),  e.g.,  in 

1565  (D.P.B.  81),  1568  (D.T.G.  10),  although,  later  on,  another  Alexander, son  of  David  Wedderburn 
in  Welgait  (ante,  p.  45)  is  called  "younger"  in  distinction  from  him,  e.g.,  9  April  1575  (D.P.B-  191  a). 

4  For  these  slight  mentions  of  him  see  S.W.  16,  17,  20-28,  31,  33,  34,  37-39  a,  41-42,  44,  49,  101  (1), 

207  (1)  ;  D.C.  26,  27,  29.  30,  32,  33,  34;  D.P.B.  58,  66.  91,  94,  115,  141/,  153  a,  198,  202  6,  213  e, 
214,  223  df ;  D.B.R.  211  c,  241  d  e,  270  ;  D.T.G.  4  b  ;  D.G.R.  1  ;  G.S.R.  33-35,  37-45,  9]  ;  R.A.D.  16, 
17,  18,  40.  In  later  years  his  son  is  distinguished  from  him  by  the  prefix  of  "  Mr."  which  is  scarcely 
ever  used  of  the  father. 
.  5  His  extant  protocol  books  are,  at  least,  six  in  number,  viz.  :  D.P.B.,  Vols.  338,  240,  242,  246,  248,  and 
249,  while  vols.  241  and  244,  if  not  his,  are  of  his  time.  A.  facsimile  of  his  notarial  symbol,  with  the 
motto  "  Deum  time  "  is  given  in  vol.  ii,  opp.  p.  5,  and  again  at  p.  187,  while  his  signature  and  some 
of  his  writing  will  be  found  at  pp.  5,  7  and  192  of  the  same  volume.  (See  also  S.W.  20,  27,  30,  37 : 
Bl.  3  ;  D.C-  26,  30  n,  32,  33.)  Transumpts  from  his  books  are  sometimes  mentioned,  e.g.,  S.W.  99  ; 
D  B.  R.  328.  He  left  his  six  great  protocol  books  to  his  second  son  David,  who  was  both  a  notary  and 
a  merchant,  from  whom  they  were  acquired,  apparently  against  his  will,  by  the  provost  and  bailies 
of  Dundee  (D.W.  11  c,  18  ;  and  post,  pp.  106-7). 
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chrtI'n  k°°k)  'le  ^as  written  in  Latin  and  English  a  prophecy,  so  far  verified,  that  "This  book 
shall  last  heir  in  Dundee,"  until  one  or  two  impossibilities  occur  (post,  vol.  ii,  pp.  269,  "274). 

There  are,  of  course,  many  references  to  his  private  affairs,  and  to  his  and  his  wife's 
family.  Thus,  31  May  1560,  he,  "  younger,  clerk,"  has  an  action  re  the  curatory  of  his 
wife's  sister,  Elizabeth  Myln  (D.B.R.  90);  22  Feb.  1566,  an  annual  rent  and  a  South 
Seagait  land  are  settled  on  him  and  his  wife  (S.W.  19  ;  D.P.B.  125)  ;  4  Nov.  1567,  he, 
"  burgess  of  Dundee,"  and  his  wife,  grant  a  discharge  to  Henry  Guthrie  of  Collestoun 
(D.P.B.  68) ;  8  May  1568,  he  lends  £100  to  Gilbert  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  23),  and  takes 
an  assignment  of  Gilbert's  "airschip  "  as  security  (D.P.B.  70) ;  and,  1  May  1570  (ib.  187), 
he  is  tutor  to  Robert  and  David,  sons  of  Robert  Wedderburn,  the  Vicar  (ante,  pp.  18-19). 
Similarly  he  is  frequently  named  in  connection  with  settlements  on  his  own  children,  e.g., 
on  his  son  David,  2  June  1571  (D.P.B.  80)  ;  30  March  1573,  on  his  son  Robert  (ib.  82), 
and  also  on  his  son  Alexander,  e.g.,  16  May  1575,  when  he  got  from  James  Carmichael  an 
annual  charge  of  600  merks  out  of  Wester  Gourdie,  which  is  settled  on  him,  his  wife,  and 
their  son  Alexander  (S.W.  29),  who  afterwards  acquired  the  whole  of  the  lands  of  Gourdie, 
which  still  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  An  excambion  of  property  between  his 
two  sons,  Alexander  and  Robert,  was  made  30  Dec.  1577  (S.W.  35-37),  and  later  ou  when 
Alexander  married,  there  were  several  settlements  on  him  and  his  wife,  e.g.,  21  Nov., 
15  Dec.  1582  (S.W.  45  ;  D.P.B.  216,  218).1  He  lived  on  the  north  side  of  the  Argylegait 
in  Dundee,  near  S.  Matthew's  close,  and  owned  what  came  to  be  called  "  the  old  clerk's 
close"  (D.P.B.  488).  He  died  28  June  1585,  leaving  a  will  confirmed  at  Edinburgh 
13  May  15S7  (Ed.T.  5;  D.W.  11  m),  the  confirmation  of  which  gives  the  date  of  his 
death.  After  his  death  he  is  occasionally  named  in  connection  with  his  sons,  but  these 
mentions  of  him  are  of  no  value.3  He  was,  no  doubt,  buried  with  his  wife  in  the  Howff 
of  Dundee,  their  tomb  apparently  bearing  an  epitaph  recorded  in  the  Compt  Buik  of 
their  second  son  David  (D.W.  I).3 

He  married,  no  doubt  at  Dundee,  before  May  1560,  Janet  Myln,4  daughter  and 
coheiress  of  James  Myln,  burgess  of  Dundee  (by  Elizabeth  Guthrie,  his  wife),5  and  by 
her,  who  died  19  June  1582  (Ed.T.  6  ;  D.W.  11  m),6  leaving  a  will,  confirmed  at  Edinburgh, 
with  that  of  her  husband,  had  issue  six  sons  and  two  daughters  : — 

1  See  also  R.A.D.  43,  where,  20  July  1602,  there  is  a  summons  by  his  son,  Kingennie,  re  an  annual-rent 

out  of  the  barony  of  Downy  in  which  he  and  his  parents  were  infeft  in  1579. 

2  For  these  and  similar  references  to  him  in  his  lifetime,  see  S.W.  60,  61, 103,  112,  157,297;  D.W.  11  ab  eh, 

12  a,  19  a  ;  D.L.B.  26,  27,  30,  31,  34,  35  ;  D.P.B.  242,  249,  255,  267  »,  272,  276,  286,  287,  291  u,  303  4, 
306,  307,  340,  347  ;  D.B.R.  270,  275  A,  281,  284,  288,  299,  301^,322  a,  343  a,  384  ;  R.P.S.  24  ;  R.D. 
1,  3  ;  R.A.D.  20,  35  ;   Reg.  Episc.  Breek.,  p.  285  ;  Spalding  Club  Misc.,  1849,  vol.  iv,  p.  27. 

3  The  Howff  had  been  opened  for  burial  some  years  before  their  deaths,  so  that  they  were  probably  buried 

there  and  not  in  the  churchyard  of  S.  Clement's.  There  is  no  evidence  of  their  tomb  having  actually 
borne  the  inscription  in  the  Compt  Buik,  and  it  may  be  that  the  epitaph  was  prepared  by  their  sou, 
and  not  in  fact  put  upon  their  tomb. 

4  She  is  first  mentioned  as  his  wife  31  May  1560  (D.B.R.  90),  when  he  is  concerned  in  the  curatory  of  her 

sister  and  co-heiress  Elizabeth,  who  probably  died  soon  after  as,  22  Feb.  1566,  Janet  is  entered  sole 
heiress  to  her  father  in  a  South  Seagait  land  (D.P.B.  125)  owing  to  the  death  of  more  than  one 
brother,  as  two,  William  and  James  Myln,  are  named  in  an  endorsement  by  the  clerk  to  a  document 
of  1551  (S.W.  13).  See  also  D.W.  11  ab;  D.B.R.  107.  In  one  entry,  13  Oct.  1658,  the  name 
of  lier  father,  James  Myln,  is  wrongly  given  as  Robert  (S.W.  326). 

5  Elizabeth  Guthrie  was,  no  doubt,  a  Guthrie  of  Kinblethmont,  as,  6  Sept.  1586,  Thomas  Guthrie,  son  of 

the  late  Thomas  Guthrie  of  Kinblethmont,  makes  a  disposition  in  favour  of  Alexander  and  David 
Wedderburn,  brothers,  his  cousins  in  the  second  and  third  degree,  from  which  it  would  appear  that 
they  were  doubly  related  to  him  (D.P.B.  266).  She  married  secondly  George  Wischart  of  Drymmie, 
where  she  died  1  Jan.  1583.  By  her  will,  dated  27  Dee.  15S2  and  confirmed  at  Edinburgh  23  May  1584 
(Ed.T,  vol.  xiii),  she  appointsher  husband  executor  and  leaves  to  "  Alexander  Wedderburne's  bairnes, 
my  oyes  in  Dundie,  fourtie  pounds  mouey,  with  the  rest  of  the  few  males  awand  by  John  Stirling  of 
Breky  for  the  hous  in  the  Greneland  he  hes  in  Dundie  extending  to  20  merks."  Among  the  persons 
named  in  the  will  are  Archibald  Campbell  of  Clavers,  spouse  to  her  daughter  Eufanie  Wischart, 
Laurence  Dundas,  also  her  son-in-law,  Alexander  Campbell,  bishop  of  Brechin,  Dougall  Campbell, 
dean  of  Brechiu,  and  George  Barclay  of  the  Syd.  This  will  is  named  in  David  VVedderburn's  Compt 
Bulk  (D.W.  11  g)  where  he  notes  "  My  gudame's  testament.  Ane  legacie  of  Elizabeth  Guthrie,  relict 
of  umquhill  George  Wischart,  of  Drymme,  of  xl  lib  to  my  fatheris  barnis,  etc." — an  entry  which  gives 
the  date  of  the  will  as  30  Dec.  1581-2,  and  calls  the  testatrix  "relict  "  of  George  Wischart,  though  • 
he  survived  her  and  was  her  executor.  From  this  entry  in  the  Compt  Buik  J.  W.  in  his  MS.  assumed 
that  Elizabeth  Guthrie  was  paternal  grandmother  of  David  Wedderburn.  That  she  was,  however, 
maternal  grandmother  is  clear  from  an  entry  (D.B.R.  90)  where  George  Wischart  is  named  as  step- 
father to  Elizabeth  Myln. 

6  See  also  R.A.D.   43,   where  the  year  of  her  death  is  given  as   1583.      The  reference  (D.B.R.  273  b)  to 

Alexander  Wedderburn,  younger,  and  Janet  Myln,  his  wife,  26  Feb.  1585,  is  to  a  transumed  sasine  ; 
and  the  same  must  apply  to  the  1584  sasine  referred  to,  S.W.  669. 


ROBERT     WEDDERBURN. 


105 


Pedigree  showing  the  children  of  Robert   Wedderbum  and  Janet  Kyd  and  their  eldest  son  Part  n- 
Alexander,  and  the  younger  lines  descended  from  them,  14-90 — 1662.     (Part  II., 
Chaps,  i.  and  ii.). 


Robert  Wedderburn  (son  of  Robert,= 
ante,  p.  69),  born  circ.  1490,  d.  1575  ? 


"Janet 
Kyd. 


Alexander=pJanet, 


Wedder- 
bum, b. 
1530  (?), 
d.  1585  ; 
town  clerk 
of  Dundee 
1557-82. 


dau.  of 
James 
Myln, 
d.1582. 


Peter 
Wedder- 
bum, 
1535?— 
1604. 


Peter  Wed- 
derbum, 
1585-1627  ? 
Heir  to  his 
uncle  Ro- 
bert, 1611. 


=Margaret, 
dau.    of 
Wm   Kiu- 
loch. 


George 
Wedder- 
bum, 
1586— 
1610. 


Robert  VVed-: 
derburn,  no- 
tary, b.  1546, 
d.  1611.  His 
nephevvPeter 
his  heir. 


1.  Margaret    m. 

(a)  George  Blak  ; 

(b)  Andrew  Blak. 

2.  Barbara  m. 

(a)  Ed.  Christone ; 
(6)  Ed.  Frislo. 

3.  Janet   rn.   Wm. 
Davidsone. 


=Margaret 
dau.  of 
Robert 
Myln. 


Barbara  m. 
(«)      David 
Guthrie-^ 
(b)  Peter 
Imbrie. 


Janet  m. 

(a)  Wm. 
Man  ; 

(b)  James 
Thorn- 
sone. 


1 

Eliza- 
beth 
m. 
John 
Cou.s- 
toun. 


1.  Robert  Wed- 
derbum,    b. 

1584,  d.  inf. 

2.  James  Wed- 
derbum,    b. 

1585,  d.  inf. 


I~i 

3.  Robert  Wed- 
derbum, b. 
1586,  d.  inf. 

4.  Alexander 
Wedderbum, 

b.  1587?  d. 
1608-9. 


i — I 

1.  Janet. 

2.  Eliza- 
beth. 


All  died  unm.  in  their  father's  life. 


1.  Alexander 
Wedder- 
bum of 
Kingennie 

post,   . 
chap.  Hi. 


2.    David= 
Wedder- 
bum 
of  the 
Compt 
JBuik, 
1563— 
1633. 


=Matild 
Beaton. 


3.  Robert  Wedderbum, 
1567-93,  m.  1589-92. 


I 

David 
Wedder- 
bum, b. 
1599,  d. 
s.p. 


1.  Grissell  2.  Elspet 
Duncan,  Lovell, 
d.  1590.         d.  1592. 


3.  Elspet 
Hering 
(m.  2 
James 
Thom- 
sone). 


I 

Alexander 
Wedder- 
bum, 
1591— 
1653. 


,_, 

:Janet,  Helen,  m. 

dau.  of  Andrew 

WilUam         Boyd. 
Newton. 


_i_ 


Helen  m. 
(a)  1653,  William 

Gascoyne  ; 
(6)   1657,    Barten 

Belson. 


— I 
Elizabeth, 
m.  1646 
John  Gar- 
dyne. 


4.  James  Wedderbum, 
d.  1 644,  m.  Christian 
d.  Wm.  Lovell,  s.p. 

5.  Peter  Wedderbum, 

d.  s.p.  1623,  m. 

(a)  Anna    Walker  ; 

(6)  Margaret  Mud- 
die. 

6.  William  Wedder- 
bum, d.   1603  unm. 


James 
Wedder- 
bum, b. 
1601. 
Named 
as  his 
father's 
eldest  son 
and  heir 
in  1623. 


Alexan- 
der Wed- 
derbum, 
b.  1602, 
d.  1616. 


Henry 
Wedder- 
bum, b. 
1610,  d. 
young. 


1.    Helen, 
b.  1590.  m. 

(a)  1610,  Geo. 
Auchinlek  ; 

(6)  1621,  Jas. 
Ros. 


— r 

2.  Euf  ame, 
b.  1592, 
m.  1610 
James 
Symp- 
sone. 


3.  Matild,  b.1595. 

4.  Janet,  b.  1598, 
d.  1616. 

5.  Katharen,    b. 
1600. 

6.  Isobell,b.l604. 


1.  Margaret, 
1562-1617, 
m.  Peter 
Clayhills. 

2.  Katharine 

m. 
(a)  William 

Duncan-^ 
(6)  William 
Ferguson 
4> 


7.  Magdalen, 
b.       1606, 
m.  George 
Inglish  ; 
living 
1652. 


106  THE     WEDDERBURN     BOOK. 


Part  u.  1.  Alexander  Wedderburn,    afterwards  of  Kingennie,   progenitor  of  the   lines  of 

ap-     "  Kingennie,  Easter  Powrie,  Wedderburn,  Blackness,  Palindean,  and  Gosford.     See 

post,  chap.  iii. 

2.  David  Wedderburn.     See  below. 

3.  Robert  "Wedderburn.     See  post,  p.  111. 

4.  James  Wedderburn.     See  post,  p.  116. 

5.  Peter  Wedderburn.     See  post,  p.  118. 

6.  William  Wedderburn.     See  post,  p.  119. 
and 

1.  Margaret  Wedderburn.     See  post,  p.  119. 

2.  Katharen  Wedderburn.     See  post,  p.  120. 

2.  David  Wedderburn1  [1563  1— 1633?],  second  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and 
Janet  Myln,  and  known  in  the  family  as  David  of  the  MS.  or  Compt  Builc,  was 
probably  born  about  1563,  his  elder  brother,  Alexander,  having  been  born  in  1561, 
and  their  sister  Margaret  in  1562.  He  was  trained  tinder  his  father,  and  is  first 
named,  18  May  1570,  as  "  servitor  to  the  clerk  "  on  an  occasion  when  he  acts  as 
witness  (D.l'.B.  176  h).-  It  may  be  thus,  or  because,  as  we  shall  see,  the  volumes 
were  long  in  his  possession,  that  we  find  his  name  written  on  the  title  pages  of  some 
of  his  father's  books,  e.g.,  on  that  of  vol.  238  of  the  Dundee  Protocol  Books  and  on 
those  of  vols  vi.  and  xiv.  of  the  Burgh  and  Head  Court  Records,  as  well  as  on  that 
of  the  first  of  his  brother's  Protocol  books,  begun  no  doubt  under  their  father's  eye.:: 
The  next  reference  to  him  is  dated  2  June  1571,  when  his  parents  get  a  charter  in 
their  own  and  his  favour  of  an  annual  rent  out  of  Monorgund's  croft  (D.P. K.  80), 
after  which  there  is  no  mention  of  him  till  15  May  1582,  when  he  was  admitted  a 
burgess  of  Dundee  (D.W.  12^;  D.L.B.  27).  There  is  a  curious  bargain  recorded 
in  the  next  year,  5  June  1583,  by  which  he  and  his  sister  Margaret  agree  that  she 
will  give  him  a  cloak  of  Frensche  Fleming  on  her  wedding  day,  while  he,  if  she  is 
still  "  nocht  mareit  or  paie  "  within  the  year,  is  to  give  her  "  twa  crownes  of  the 
sone"  (D.l'.B.  229). 

He  was  long  a  merchant  and  active  citizen  in  Dundee,  and  the  records  of  the 
burgh  contain  numerous  references  to  him  as  witness,4attorney,  cautioner,  procurator, 

1  Synopsis  of  References :— S.W.  23  m,  33,  37,  41.  41  a,  42,  45,  48.  59,  63,  68  6,  108,  127,  133,  136,  137. 
140,  146.  153,  155-57,  159,  163-64,  176-78,  186,  196,  206-8,  220,  252-53.  345  ;  J. W.  104,  1C5  f ;  S.A.U. 
.13  15;  D.W.  passim,  e.g.,  esp.  4,  5,  6,  7,  llcop,  \2ghij,  14,  15,  17  abdg,  ISabce,  196;  D.C. 
34,  35,  40,  45  ;  D.L.B  27  ;  D  P.B.  80,  176  6.  21 3  e,  217,  221.  223  f,  227,  229,  240,  252,  255,  266,  267  6, 
269,272,286,  287.  288  c,  291  a,  293  6,  301,  303  a.  304  a,  307.  315,  329  r,  336,  338.  339  a.  345,  347,371, 
374,383,398,  405,  426  a,  429-30,  434,  452,  493  ;  D.B.R.  286  6,  299,  300  6  c,  311  e,  313  6,  322  c,  328  o, 
336  c,  337  6,  338  a,  339,  340,  341  c.  359  6,  366.  379,  388,  393  a,  404.  406,  407  b  d  e,  484  ;  D.O.B.  21  a  6, 
24,  25,  27.  32  ;  D.R.S.  7,  11  ;  D.G.R.  4  ;  G.S.R.  50.  59,  60  ;  R.P.C.  28,  30,  43  ;  R.P.S.  24,  28;  F.S. 
1,  11,  12,  16  ;  R.D.  9,  10,  12,  19,  31.  39,  62  c,  67,  76,  96;  RA.D.  20,  29,  34,  37,  42,  44,  45,  47,  48, 
52,  58,  61  ;  Ed.T.  6  ;  Br.T.  2;  S.A.T.  1,  3;  P.B.N.  11,  16,  18,  27. 

'J  There  is  nothing  peculiar  in  so  young  a  child  being  witness,  for  in  the  Dundee  Register  of  Baptisms  we 
find  young  children  often  so  named,  eg.,  John  Wedderburn,  son  of  James  Weddeibnrn,  the  clerk, 
witnesses  a  baptism,  7  Feb.  1681,  when  not  yet  three  years  old. 

3  He  writes  a  document  in  connection  with  his  elder  brother's  marriage,  15  Dec.  1582  (S.W.  45). 

4  These  merely  record  his  acting  as  a   witness   over  a  long   series   of   years,  1577 — 1632.     Thus,  1577 

Dec.  30,  he  is  witness,  and  signs  (S.W.  37,  and  see  facsimile  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  7)  ;  1581  Aug.  28,  31, 
witness  (S.W.  41.  41a,  42;  D.P.B.  213  c)  ;  1582  Oct.  9  (t'6.  223  f),  Dec.  15  (ib.  217)  ;  1583-84,  of  ten  a 
witness  (D.P.B.  227)  ;  1583  Nov.  24  (S.W.  48);  1584  Feb.  18.  adolescens.  witness  {ib.  221);  1584 
Oct.  21,  1588  May  25,  brother  of  Mr.  Alexander,  witness  (D.P.B.  240  ;  S.W.  59)  ;  1589  May  17 
(D.P.B.  315)  ;  1589  May  23  (S.W.  63) ;  1591  Aug.  26,  Nov.  9,  burgess  of  Dundee,  witness  (D.P.B. 
288  c  ;  S.W.  68  6) ;  1592  July  27  (D.C.  35  and  see  facsimile,  opp.  p.  192) ;  1594  May  18,  23  (G.S.R. 
50)  ;  1595  Jan.  27  (D.W.  12  6!.  Feb.  1  (D.P.B.  301).  June  9  (S.W.  108)  ;  1599  Nov.  2  (D.B.R.  337  6)  ; 
1600  June  21  (D.P.B.  336),  Nov.  1,  4,  Dec.  5,  13,  15  (S.W.  127,  133,  137,  140,  and  23  k.  146)  ;  1601 
Nov.  17  (D  P.B.  345)  ;  1603  July  10  (S.W.  155-56)  ;  1606  Jan.  4  (S.W.  159);  1607  April  29,  June  1, 
Sept.  14  (S.W.  163-64  ;  R.D.  31)  ;  1611  May  28  (R.P.C  43) ;  1612  May  18  (S.W.  177-178.  and  see 
facsimile  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  13),  Dec.  9  (D.PB.  383):  1613  April  30  (R.D.  39)  ;  1615  May  18  (S.W.  186)  ; 
1617  Nov.  26  (D.P.B.  398);  1618  March  4  (R.D.  62c);  1620  May  16  (S  W.  206.  and  see  facsimile 
vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  32),  Julv  13  (S.W.  207^  ;  1622  July  17  (P.B.N.  11);  1625  Nov.  12  'S.W.  220)  ;  1626 
Feb.  20  (P.B.N.  16);  1632  Feb.  4  (S.W.  252-53).  "David  Wodderburn  "  named  as  witness  to  a 
baptism,  5  Jan.  1605-6,  in  the  Monifieth  Parish  Reg.  is  also  he. 
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&c  1  In  addition  to  these  there  is  still  extant  a  book  of  account  or  Compt  Buik  of  his,  Part  1  r. 
in  which  he  noted  up  all  manuer  of  things.  This  book  is  now  of  considerable  value  clmP-  "- 
as  material  for  the  commercial  history  of  the  time,  and  as  such  is  being  edited  for 
the  Scottish  History  Society.  A  fuller  account  of  it,  together  with  numerous 
extracts  from  its  pages,  will  be  found  iu  the  second  volume  of  this  work  (pp. 
163-83).  From  it  we  can  gather  a  good  deal  of  information  about  David,  his 
tastes,  pursuits,  religious  tendencies,  superstitions,  the  extent  of  his  education, 
the  kind  of  books  he  read,  the  properties  he  possessed,  and  many  other  personal 
details  (D.W.  4-7),  as  well  as  a  good  deal  of  material  in  regard  to  mauy  members 
of  his  family. 

His  business  as  a  merchant  must  have  been  extensive,  and  there  are  numerous 
references  to  it  in  the  Compt  Bulk,  while  elsewhere  we  get  other  allusions  to  it. 
Thus,  in  the  Dundee  Register  of  Ships  he  is  named,  10  Jan.  1589,  as  owning  goods 
from  Bordeaux  (D.R.S.  7),  and  we  often  find  him  called  "merchant  and  burgess," 
e.g.,  6  March  1591,  when  he  grants  a  bond  to  his  brother  James  (D.B.R.  286  b)  ; 
25  May,  Nov.  11,  1602,  when  he  is  himself  grantee  of  a  bond  (R.D.  9,  12)  ;  1  March 
1606,  when  he  gets  a  decree  against  one  John  Forret  for  delivery  of  some  Swedish 
iron  (R.A.D.  47),  and,  17  Dec.  1612,  when  he  again  owns  wine  arriving  from  Bordeaux 
(D.R.S.  11). 

He  took  some  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  burgh.  Thus  1599 — 1603  he  was 
councillor  (D.BR.  336  c,  340;  D.G.B.  21  a  b,  25);  .14  Oct.  1601,  he  renders 
account  of  his  intromissions  with  the  unlaws  (D.C.B.  24);  8,  12  March  1602,  he 
is  on  assize  (D.B.R.  338  a);  29  May  1604,  he  is  again  on  the  council  when  a 
resolution  is  passed  limiting  the  number  of  passage  boats  at  the  ferry  during  fear 
of  the  plague  (D.C.B.  27)  ;  and  26  Sept.  in  that  year  he  is  one  of  many  defenders, 
councillors  of  the  burgh,  to  a  complaint  by  Sir  James  Scrymgeour  and  others  anent 
disturbances  in  Dundee  (R.P.C.  30).  We  find  him  still  acting  in  later  years, 
e.g.,  12  Feb.  1608,  he  is  chancellor  of  an  assize  (D.B.R.  356  b)  ;  8  May  1609,  one 
of  a  court  held  re  the  legitimacy  of  Patrick  Auchinlek,  son  to  the  provost,  and 
of  his  own  cousin,  Peter  Imbrie,  sou  of  his  aunt,  Barbara  Wedderburn,  by  her 
first  husband  (D.C.B.  32);  while,  7  Feb.  1614  and  7  Aug.  1618,  he  is  again  on 
assize  (D.B.R.  388,  407  b). 

We  have  seen  that  he  was  at  one  time  servitor  to  his  father  the  clerk,  and 
somewhat  later  in  life  he  got  himself  admitted  a  notary,  his  "  creatione  of 
notarie,"  dated  12  July  1603,  being  recorded  in  his  Compt  Buik  (D.W.  18  6). 
Probably  he  secured  his  admission  in  order  to  make  use — perhaps  in  order  to 
properly  retain  possession — of  his  father's  protocol  books,  which  had  been  disponed 
to  him  in  the  old  clerk's  life  time,  8  May  1583  (ib.  lie).  We  find  him  writing 
documents  and  granting  extracts  from  these  books  before  the  date  of  his  admission, 
and  there  are  one  or  two  actions  against  him  for  delivery  up  of  sasines,  &c.  Thus, 
a  document  of  1576  is  recorded  as  "extract"  by  him  (S  W.  33)  ;  Andrew  Gray 
sues  him  for  delivery  up  of  a  sasine,  11  Aug.  1592  (R.A.D.  29);  he  writes  a 
charter,  5  June  1595  (G.S.R.  59);  is  again  defender  in  an  action  for  a  document 
in  the  Court  Books,  24  Nov.  1599  (R.A.D.  37) :  and  again  writes  and  witnesses  a 
document,  5  Dec.  1600  (S.W.  136).  On  one  occasion,  25  April  1601,  he  and  his 
uncle  Robert  are  described  together  as  "  notaries,"  so  that  he  seems  to  have  been 
already  reputed  a  notary,  though  not  yet  admitted  (D.P.B.  339  a).  These  books 
remained  in  his  possession  for  many  years.  In  1 608,  Feb.  1 1 ,  there  is  a  decree  for 
a  transumpt  on  summons  by  Sir  James  Scrymgeour  v.  David  Wedderburn,  notary, 
"  haver  "  of  the  Protocol  Book  containing  the  sasine  infefting  the  pursuer  iu 
Dudop  (R.A.D.  48),  and  he  is  described  as  notary  on  other  occasions,  eg.  29  May 
1619  and  21  Dec.  1626  (R.D.  76,  96).     The  burgh  authorities,  however,  seem  to 

e.g.  1587  Oct.  30,  procurator  for  Hercules  Rollok  (D.P.B.  269):  1588  May  27.  attorney  for  his  brother 
James  {ib.  272)  ;  1588  June  11.  named  (D.b.K.  322  o)  ;  1600-24,  often  mentioned  (D.G.R.  4)  ;  1602 
Jan.  5,  action  by  him  and  his  brother  Mr.  Alexander  v.  Andrew  Caraill  (R.A.D.  45)  ;  1602  Aug.  4, 
burgess,  cautioner  (D.B.R.  339)  ;  1604  May  16,  named  (R.P.C.  28)  ;  1609  March  7,  named  (D.P.B. 
374)  ;  June  6,  bond  to  him  as  cautioner  (R  D.  19) ;  Oct.  29,  action  by  him  v.  William  Guthrie  (R.A.D. 
52)  ;  1612  May  16,  attorney  for  Cristina  Lovell,  his  brother  James'  wife  (S.W.  176)  ;  1616  Jan.  5, 
attorney  (D.P.B.  405)  ;  1618  May  22,  attorney  (S.W.  196)  ;  1618  Oct.  15,  decree  for  him  for  money 
paid  by  his  wife  (D.B.R.  407  d)  ;  1618-19,  action  v.  him  by  the  executors  of  Robert  Traill  (R.A.D. 
vol.  320,  fol.  43  orig.  record)  ;  1620  Sept.  4,  signs  for  a  party  to  a  renunciation  (F.S.  1). 
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Partn-  have  objected  to  these  records  being  in  private  custody.     On  17  March  1629  the 

provost  sent  two  bailies  to  David  to  borrow  the  books,  and  on  their  promise  to 
return  them  in  a  fortnight  or  pay  a  thousand  merits  in  default,  David  gave  up  the 
books.  It  does  not  appear  if  he  ever  got  them  back.  There  is  a  "  memorandum  to 
pursue  the  provost  "  in  respect  of  this  matter  in  his  Compt  Buik  (D.W.  18  e),  but  it 
is  doubtful  if  he  ever  did  so.  The  books,  it  seems,  were  not  in  the  burgh  charter  room 
in  1659  (see  inventory  vol.  ii.,  p.  206),  and  when  they  found  their  way  there  is  not  clear. 
David  appears  to  have  had  further  ambitions  in  the  direction  of  the  law.  Another 
memorandum  (undated)  in  his  Compt  Buik  is  "  to  crave  the  clerkship  of  the  gild  " 
(D.W.  19  6),  and  at  one  time  he  seems  to  have  had  a  provision  thereto,  but  was 
debarred  from  getting  it  by  his  brother  Alexander.  This  is  one  of  the  many 
"  Innaturall  Iniuries  and  wrangis  "  done  him  by  Kingennie,  which  David  enumerated 
in  another  memorandum,  a  copy  of  which  still  exists  (J.W.  104,  105/). ' 

He  was  executor  to  his  father  and  mother,  whose  wills  he  gave  up  on  behalf 
of  himself,  his  younger  brother  and  sisters,  13  May  1587  (Ed.T.  5,  6);  and  his 
Compt  Buik  contains  an  account  of  his  executorship,  and  his  distribution  to  each 
of  them  of  his  parents'  estate  (D.W.  12).  After  his  father's  death  in  1585  he  lived 
for  a  time  in  what  had  been  his  home  but  passed  by  inheritance  to  the  eldest 
son,  to  whom  David  paid  rent  as  tenant.  He  records  in  his  Compt  Buik  the  pay- 
ment of  the  1597  rent  by  money  and  by  taking  into  account  a  loss  he  had  made  on 
two  barrels  of  salmon  which  Alexander  had  sold  him,  and  which,  on  being  exported 
to  Flanders  by  David,  turned  out  to  be  "  all  grissillis  "  (D.W.  12  i').2  He  had 
various  dealings  in  connection  with  different  members  of  his  family.  Thus,  17 
March  1591,  he  resigns  an  annual  rent  to  his  brother  Peter  (D.P.B.  286) ;  26  June 
1598,  he  is  cautioner  on  the  confirmation  of  the  wills  of  his  brother  Robert  and  his 
first  two  wives  (D.W.  12./;  S  A.T.  1,  2,  3) ;  2  Feb.  1604,  he  is  party  to  a  discharge 
re  the  estate  of  his  late  brother  William  (S.W.  157),  as  well  as  21  July  1613,  to  the 
curious  contract  re  William's  death  (R.A.D.  61 ;  and  post,  p.  119).  He  is  named  as  a 
debtor  in  the  will  of  his  uncle  Robert,  the  notary,  7  June  1612  (Br.T.  2),  and  was 
assignee  of  the  children  and  executors  of  William  Davidson  and  Janet  Wedderburn 
(ante,  p.  98)  for  whom  he  acted,  12  June  1612  (R.A.D.  58) ;  25  March  1618  (D.B.R 
404),  and  to  whom  he  granted  a  discharge,  26  Oct.  1620  (S.W.  208).  He  is  also 
named,  1 6  Nov.  1 61 8,  as  one  of  their  "  mother's  kin  "  to  John  Blair,  son  of  Catherine 
Wedderburn  and  Thomas  Blair  (D.B.R.  407  e;  ante,  p.  74),  and  31  July  1619,  was 
cautioner  for  Alexander  Innes  and  Janet  Wedderburn  (R.D.  67,  ante;  pp.  86,  99,  n.  2). 

There  are  many  references  to  lands,  and  annual  rents  or  charges  on  land  held 
by  him  from  time  to  time,  as  well  as  to  chaplainries  of  which  he  was  patron  or 
chaplain.  Thus,  7  July  1586,  sasine  is  given  to  him  "  probo  juveni  "  son  of  the 
late  clerk  (D.P.B.  252)  ;  3  March,  20,  26  April  1587,  two  annual  rents  are  resigned 
to  him  "  spectato  juveni  "  (ib.  255,  267  b) ;  and,  S  June  in  the  same  year,  he  got 
from  Sir  James  Scrymgeour  a  charter  of  another  annual  rent,  out  of  a  Cowgait 
land,  confirmed  to  him  under  the  Great  Seal,  15  July  1600  (D.C.  40  ;  G.S.R.  60). 
In  1588  May  21  he  was  infeft  in  a  land  in  Dundee  (D.C.  34)  ;  and  a  little  later, 
6  Sept.  1588,  got  an  annual  rent  from  his  cousin  Thomas  Guthrie  of  Kinblethmont 
(D.P.B.  266  ;  ante,  p.  n.).  He  and  his  wife  also  got  sasine,  21  May  1591,  of 
properties  known  as  "  Logy  hauche"  and  fur  bra"  (D.W.  11  p  ;  D.P.B.  287)  and  had 
an  interest  in  the  lands  of  Lumlathin  in  1595  (D.W.  11  o).3  His  principal  property 
in  Dundee  was  one  in  North  Marketgait,  of  which  he  and  his  wife  got  sasine 
18  May  1602  (D.P.B.  347),  and  which  is  named  16  Dec.  1612,  when  David,  "pro- 
prietor of  the  great  tenement  in  S.  Margaret's  Close,  North  Marketgait,"  complains 
of  the  condition  of  the  transe  or  passage  through  the  close  and  gets  a  decree  for  its 
repair  by  the  other  proprietors  (D.B.R.  379).  This  property  he  alienated  to  Charles 
Goldman,  11  Nov.  1623  (D.P.B.  429-30),  and  till  long  after  it  is  often  identified  as 
the  great  land  once  that  of  David  Wedderburn  and  then  of  Charles  Goldman,  e.g., 
24  March  1664,  30  July  1688  (D.P.B.  493;  D.B.R.  484).     He  and  his  wife  also 

1  See  the  account  of  this  memorandum,  probably  a  leaf  torn  from  his  Compt  Buik,  vol.  ii.,  p.  155  (J.W, 

105  /),  and  David's  memorandum  to  "  persew  "  his  brother's  son  and  heir  (D.W.  19  m). 

2  The  same  thing  occurred  on  another  occasion,  when  David  had  sent  the  salmon  to  France  (D.W.  8  b). 

3  See  also  9  Nov.  1594,  when  his  land  is  named  as  bounding  the  Greneland  in  North  Argylegait  (D.B.R. 

299) ;  18  May  1596,  sasine  to  him  of  an  annual  rent  (D.P.B.  307)  ;  1  Aug.  1604,  his  land  named 
(R.D.  10)  ;  9  July  1615,  his  North  Argylegait  tenement  named  (D.B.R.  393  a). 
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acquired,  31   May  1602,  some  acres  near  the  road  to  Dudop  (D.P.B.  338),  and,  Part  n. 
3  Nov.  160S,  some  laud  in  the  Westfield  of  Dundee,  which  they  settled  on  such  chap-  IL 
of  their  children  as  should  reach  eighteen  years  of  age  (D.P.B.  371). 

To  his  chaplainries1  there  are  constant  references  in  his  Compt  Bulk  and 
elsewhere.  Thus,  8  Nov.  1586  we  find  him  "  raising  letters"  to  enforce  his  rights 
as  chaplain  of  SS.  James  Major,  Margaret,  Ann,  Tradwell,  Laurence,  Anthony,  the 
Magdalen,  and  Our  Lady  (R.A.D.  20);  26  Oct.  1592,  he  got  the  patronage  of 
S.  Thomas'  chaplainry  from  Guthrie  of  Kingany  (D.P.B.  291  a) ;  20  July  1593,  he, 
as  chaplain  of  S.  James  Major,  resigned  land  in  the  Westfield  which  he  had 
acquired  a  few  years  back,  16  Oct.  1590  (D.P.B.  293  6;  R.P.S.  24);  20  Jan., 
26  Feb.  1595,  he  obtained  decrees  as  chaplain  of  S.  Tradwell,  Lytill  S.  James, 
SS.  James  Major  and  Margaret  (D.B.R.  300  b  c) ;  3  Sept,  in  the  same  year  he  is 
named  as  chaplain  of  S.  Stephen  (D.P.B.  303  a),  while,  13  Oct.,  Sir  James 
Scrymgeour  of  Dudop  resigns  to  his  "  weil  belovit  friend  and  servitour,"  David 
Wedderburn,  the  patronage  of  S.  Thomas  the  Martyr  once  belonging  to  the  Laird 
of  Kyngany  (D.P.B.  304  a ;  D.B.R.  311  e).  He  is  chaplain  of  S.  Lawrence 
18  Dec.  1596  (D.B.R.  313  6);  of  S.  James  31  Jan.  1598,  when  he  gets  a  decree 
(R.A.D.  34)  ;  26  Dec.  1598,  settles  the  liferent  of  S.  Thomas'  chaplaim-y  on  his 
wife  (D.P.B.  329  c) ;  14  Mar.  1599,  gets  a  decree  as  chaplain  of  Little  S.  James 
(D.B.R.  328  a);  15  July  1600,  is  named  as  chaplain  of  S.  Thomas  the  Martyr 
(R.P  S.  28) ;  21  May  1602,  chaplain  to  Sir  James  Scrymgeour  (S.W.  153) ;  1  June, 
!)  Nov.  1602,  chaplain  of  S.  Salvator  and  S.  Margaret  (R.A.D.  42.  44) ;  4  March 
1603,  gets  a  decree  as  chaplain  of  our  Lady  Chapel  (D.B.R.  341  c)  ;  while  6  July 
1609,  11,  14  May  1610,  there  are  bonds  to  him  as  patron  of  S.  Thomas  (D.C.  45  ; 
D.B.R.  366,  406). 

The  date  of  his  death  is  not  exactly  fixed,  but  the  last  reference  to  him  as 
living  is  dated  30  April  1632,  when  he  is  cautioner  to  the  confirmation  of  the  will 
of  his  brother  James'  wife,  Christian  Lovell  (B.T.  11)  and  the  first  mention  of 
him  as  deceased  is  on  9  Oct.  1634,  when  James,  son  of  the  late  David  Wedderburn 
resigns  a  land  in  Dundee  (D.P.B.  434).2  After  his  death,  which  thus  occurred 
1 632-34,  there  are  several  references  to  him  either  in  connection  with  his  son 
James  who  was  his  heir  (see  below)  or  in  regard  to  lands  once  his  (e.g.,  S.W.  345). 
He  married  at  Murroes,  co.  Forfar  (D.W.  1 5  j)  about  Feb."  1589  Matild 
Beaton,  daughter  of  James  Beaton  of  Westhall  (by  his  wife  Helen  Cockburn),  the 
"contract  matrimoniall  "  bearing  date  26  Feb.  (ib.  12  gr).  She  is  often  named 
with  him  (e.g.,  D.P.B.  287,  293  b,  308,  338,  347,  371,  429-30)  and  he  made  several 
settlements  on  her  1594 — 1624  (D.W.  17  a  b  d  g).  By  her,  the  date  of  whose 
death  is  not  ascertained,  but  who  was  living  11  Jan.  1624  (D.W.  17  g),  David  had 
a  numerous  issue,  of  whom  he  has  left  an  elaborate  register  in  the  pages  of  his 
Compt  Bulk  (D.W.  14,  15).  They  numbei'ed  in  all  eleven  children,  four  sons  and 
seven  daughters : — 

1.  David  Wedderburn  [1599-1620?],  born  in  Dundee  7  Sept.,  and  baptized 

there  9  Sept.  1599  (D.W.  14  e,  15  e).  He  died  probably  in  childhood,  and 
certainly  s.p.,  before  11  Nov.  1623,  when  James  is  called  his  father's 
eldest  son  (D.P.B.  429-30),  and  later  on,  9  Feb.  1643,  his  heir  (F.S.  12). 

2.  James  Wedderburn  [1601-45?],  born   in   Dundee  6  Sept.,  and  baptized 

there  15  Sept.  1601  (D.W.  14/,  15,9).  There  is  a  reference  to  him 
31  March  1618  in  his  father's  Compt  Bulk,  where  it  is  noted  that  "Robert 
Betoun  and  my  son  James  hes  tane  up  with  thame  to  Westhall  to  reid  "  a 
Plutarch  in  Latin  and  a  volume  of  Quintillian  (D.W.  2  a).  Another 
reference  to  "James  my  sone"  as  going  to  Flanders  in  Sept.  1621  (ib.  16  k) 
may  be  to  him  or  to  his  brother-in-law,  James  Symsone.     It  is  possible, 

A  chaplainry  was  originally  a  private  chapel,  as  distinct  from  a  parish  church,  but  later  on  it  was  common 
to  have  separate  chapels  or  altars  within  the  churches,  the  founder  of  the  altar  or  chapel  (with  its 
endowments)  retaining  the  hereditary  patronage  of  appointing  its  chaplain  or  priest  in  charge  ;  and 
such  patronage  involving  practical  control  of  the  revenues  of  the  chaplainry.  After  the  Reformation, 
when  the  ecclesiastical  revenues  were  secularized,  the  priestly  title  of  chaplain  continued  to  be  used 
by  the  layholder  of  the  revenue,  though  no  sacred  duties  remained  to  be  performed  by  him.  Thus, 
at  the  present  day  the  town  chamberlain  of  Dundee  collects  dues  for  "  the  chaplainry  of  S.  James 
the  Less  "  (Letter  from  Mr.  A.  U.  Millar). 

Other  references  to  him  in  connection  with  his  son  James  will  be  found  17  Dec.  1621  (D.P.B.  426  a),  and 
4  June  1627  (P.B.N.  18). 
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Part  "•  however,  that  he  began  life  as  a  merchant,  as  19  Nov.  1621  James  Wedder- 

burn,  younger  (in  distinction  from  his  uncle,  post,  p.  116),  enters  a  ship, 
the  "Gift  of  God,"  from  Campheir  (D.R.S.  21).  He  was  in  Dundee, 
17  Dec.  1621,  when  lie  was  witness  to  a  transaction  (D.P.B.  426  a),  and 
again,  11  Nov.  1623,  when,  "eldest  son  "  of  his  father,  he  joined  with  his 
parents  in  the  resignation  of  their  large  tenement  to  Charles  Goldman,  and 
also  himself  resigned  a  land  to  them  (D.P.B.  429-30).  On  4  June  1627  he 
witnesses  a  sasine  by  Henry  Ramsay  of  Ardownie  (P.B.N.  18),  after  which 
there  is  no  reference  to  him  till  9  Oct.  1634,  when  he,  by  his  procurator  and 
as  "son  of  the  late  David,"  resigns  a  North  Argylegait  land  (D.P.B.  434). 
Probably  he  was  at  this  time  abroad  on  some  foreign  military  service,  but  may 
have  come  home  on  his  father's  death,  as,  25  March  1635,  apparently  in  person, 
he  got  sasine,  as  heir  to  his  father,  of  some  acres  in  Dundee  (P.  B.N.  27);  and  on 
4  March  1641  we  find  him  designed  captain,  and  himself  acting  as  procurator 
in  a  resignation  (D.P.B.  +52).  When  next  named,  at  the  close  of  the  same 
year,  21  Dec,  he  is  called  major,  and  appears  to  have  had  some  command  in 
Dundee,  and  rendered  services  for  which  the  Council  ordain  him  to  be  paid 
£100  (D.C.B.  64  a?-).  He  was  still  at  home  7  March  1642,  when  he  is 
witness  to  a  sasine  (F.S.  11),  but  probably  went  abroad  soon  after. 
Perhaps  he  parted  with  his  Dundee  property  before  doing  so,  as  land  in  the 
Westfield  is  named  as  once  belonging  to  him,  "son  and  heir  of  the  late 
David,"  9  Feb.  1643,  7  Oct.  1647  (F.S.  12,  16).  By  4  April  1644  he  was 
a  lieutenant-colonel,  and  certainly  abroad,  as  in  the  will,  of  that  date,  of 
his  uncle  James  (Br.T.  13)  there  is  left  to  Lieut. -Col.  James  Wedderburn 
"that  great  silver  cup  whereupon  his  father's  and  mother's  arms  are,"  but 
if  he  does  not  return  to  Scotland  it  is  to  remain  with  James  Sympsone,  as 
a  pledge  of  the  testator's  love.  This  is  the  last  reference  to  James  Wed- 
derburn, and  he  probably  died  abroad  and  unmarried.  Lands  once  David 
Wedderburn's,  and  now  James  Sympsone's,  are  named  in  1660  (S.W.  345), 
which  looks  as  if  David's  daughter  had  been  his  ultimate  heir,  and,  moreover, 
the  Dundee  Records  contain  no  reference  to  any  descendants  of  James.  It 
is  he,  1  make  no  doubt,  who  is  buried  in  the  Cathedral  of  Abo  in  Finland.1 

3.  Alexander  Wedderburn  [1602-1616],  born  in  Dundee  29  Aug.,  baptized 

31  Aug.  1602,  aud  died  22  April  1616  (D.W.  14  A,  15  A).  There  are  several 
references  to  settlements  made  on  him,  23  May  1608  (D.W.  17/) ;  7  May 
1609,  by  his  great  uncle  Robert,  the  notary  (D.W.  lie;  D.H.B.  374),  and 
14  May  1610,  when  his  father,  as  patron  of  S.  Thomas,  ratifies  a  charter 
on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  son  Alexander,  chaplain  thereof  (D.C.  45  ; 
D.B.R.  H66). 

4.  Henry  Wedderburn  [1610-231],  born  in  Dundee  IS  Jan.,  and  baptized  there 

23  Jan.  1610  (D.W.  15/-).  There  is  not  a  single  mention  of  him  in  the 
Dundee  Records,  which  could  hardly  be  the  case  if  he  had  lived  long.  His 
father's  register  is  written  up  to  1621,  but  does  not  record  his  death,  and 
his  brother  James  is  called  eldest  (not  only)  son  of  his  parents  in  1623. 
Probably  he  died  in  his  father's  life  time  between  1623-33. 

Of  the  seven  daughters  of  David  Wedderburn  and  Matild  Beaton, 

1.  Helen  Wedderburn,  born  in  Dundee  25  March,  and  baptized  there 
31  March  1590.  She  is  named  in  settlements  made  by  her  father  18  Dec. 
1594  and  17  Nov.  1595  (D.W.  17  a  b)  and  again  later,  19  May  1608  (ib.  17  e). 
She  married,  i.,  at  Dundee  22  May  1610,  George  Auchinlek  (ib.  15/),  by 
whom  she  had  a  son,  David  Auchinlek,  born  12  May  1613  (ib.  15  n).  She 
is  named  in  July  1612,  when  her  tocher  was  paid  (ib,  16  a),  and  17  Jan. 
1614,  when  there  is  a  decree  against  her  and  her  husband  (D.B.R.  387  a). 
He  died  1614-20,  as  she  married,  ii.,  at  Dundee,  II  April  1621,  James  Bos 

1  See  as  to  this  ante,  p.  8,  n.  2,  and  J.  VV.  106.  It  may  be  noted  that  in  the  list  of  Scots  serving  in 
Sweden  under  Uustavus  Adolphus  (Spottiswoode  Miscellany,  ed.  1845,  ii.  383)  his  name  is  not  given, 
though  that  of  Colonel  John  (Samuel  ?)  Cockburn  is.  In  Sir  Robert  Ker  Porter's  travels  (eirc.  1804),  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  distinctly  stated  that  "  in  the  Cathedral  of  Abo,  the  only  monument  worthy  notice 
is  that  of  General  Wedderburn,  a  Briton,  who  died  in  the  service  of  Sweden  about  two  centuries 
since."  Further,  it  seems  that  the  town  and  part  of  the  Cathedral  of  Abo  were  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1827,  so  that  some  monuments  may  have  perished. 
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(D.W.  15o),  with  whom  she  is  named  in  1621  and  1626  (D.W.  2a,  3,  Partn. 
9/i,  16  b).  She,  perhaps,  is  the  person  of  her  name  named  in  the  Dundee  chaP-  J 
mortcloth  dues  as  buried  1635-36  (D.M  D.  1). 

2.  Eufame   Wedderburn,    born    in    Dundee   28    Dec,    and    baptized    there 

30  Jan  1592.  She  was  apparently  put  out  to  nurse  with  one  Isobell 
Barclay,  as  her  father  notes  in  his  Compt  Bulk  his  payments  for  her  board 
in  1593  (D.W.  17c).  She  also  is  named  in  his  settlements  of  1594-95 
(ib.  \lali).  She  married,  11  Nov.  1610,  "in  the  kyrk  of  the  Manys," 
James  Sympsone,  merchant  (D.W.  15  m),  and  would  seem  to  have  had  issue, 
as  her  father  notes  that  he  lent  her  the  cradle  (D.W.  16  e).  Her  husband 
is  also  occasionally  mentioned  in  the  Compt  Buik  in  regard  to  business 
transactions  (D.W.  16),  and  as  borrowing  "  Blundevill "  and  "Drake's 
Voyages"  from  his  father-in-law  (D.W.  2a). 

3.  Matild  Wedderburn,    born    in   Dundee    25    Jan.,    and   baptized    there 

26  Jan.  1595  (D.W.  14  c,  15  c,  17  a).  Also  named  in  the  settlement  of 
1595  (ib.  17  a  b). 

4.  Juliet  "Wedderburn,  born  and  baptized  in  Dundee  14  May  1598.     Died 

23  May  1616  (D.W.  lid,  15d). 

5.  Katharen  Wedderburn,   born    in  Dundee  31    Aug.  and  baptized  there 

6  Sept.  1600(D.W.  14/,  15/).   The  Dundee  records  contain  no  mention  of  her. 

6.  Isobell  Wedderburn,  born  in  Dundee  19  Feb.,  and  baptized  there  21  Feb. 

I  604  (D.W.  1  4  i.  1 5  i).    Of  her  again,  the  Dundee  records  contain  no  mention. 

7.  Magdalen  Wedderburn,  born  at  Westhall  23  Feb.  1606,  and  baptized  at 

Murroes  the  same  day  (D.W.  14/,  15/).  There  is  no  certain  reference  to 
her  in  the  Dundee  records,  but  a  single  mention  of  a  Magdalene  Wedderbura, 
wife  of  George  Inglish,  3  Nov.  1652  (D.B.R.  457),  who  cannot  be  otherwise 
identified,  probably  refers  to  her. 

3.  Robert  Wedderburn1  [1567-93],  third  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Janet 
Myln,  is  first  named  30  March  1573  (D.W.  1 1  h)  when  his  grandfather  and  uncle, 
old  Robert  Wedderburn  and  Robert  the  notary  settle,  subject  to  their  own  life- 
rent, a  North  Argylegait  land  on  his  father  the  clerk,  for  life,  and  on  him  heritably. 
This  he  afterwards  exchanged  on  30  Dec.  1 577  with  his  eldest  brother  Alexander 
for  a  land,  called  the  Greneland  (S.W.  35-37  ;  D.W.  12  h),  a  transaction  which  he 
ratified  later,  16  Oct.  1588,  "being  now  of  perfytt  aige,  and  past  twentie  ane 
yeiris  of  aige  compleit."so  that  he  was  born  about  1567  (S.W.  60,  61).  Meanwhile 
lie  is  named,  12  Feb.  1585,  as  granting  a  discharge  with  the  consent  of  his  curators 
(R.D.  1);  24  May  15S7,  as  "younger,  witness"  and  "burgess,"  although  he  was 
not  then  admitted  (D.P.B.  267  d) ;  and,  13  June  1587,  as  himself  granting  a 
discharge  to  his  brother  David,  in  whose  favour  he  made  a  will,  afterwards  revoked, 
on  July  10  in  that  year  (D.W.  11  r,  13  e).  He  is  also  named  in  the  confirmation 
of  his  parents'  wills  (Ed.T.  5,  6)  and  in  David's  Compt  Bulk  in  regard  to  his  share 
in  their  estates,  1587-88  (D.W.  12  a  b).-  He  was  a  merchant  in  Dundee  and  seems 
to  have  gone  abroad  at  one  time,  1589-91,  to  Bordeaux  in  the  "  Nychtengall " 
( D.W.  8  c)s  ;  while,  7  Dec  1 592,  he  contracts  with  William  Man  to  carry  some  goods 
belonging  to  Mau  "  from  Tees  River  in  England  to  the  Isle  of  Walker  in  Zetland 
(R.D.  3)  ;  and  there  is  a  bond  to  him  for  the  price  of  some  "  wade,"  no  doubt  in 
connection  with  his  trade,  8  April  1593  (R.D.  2).  His  admission  as  burgess,  by 
the  privilege  of  his  late  father,  is  dated  7  May  1591  (D.L.B.  31),  soon  after  which 
he  got  into  difficulty  for  aiding  one  Robert  Jaksoun  in  an  assault  on  an  Englishman 
named   William   Milburne   (R.P.C.    14).     This   is   recorded   in  the  complaint  of 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  35-37,  60,  61,  103,  139-41,  186,  207,  215  ;  D.W.  3,  8  c,  10  a  b,  11  hp  r  s, 
Vlabehj,  13  e,  21  a  ;  D.C.  35  n  ;  D.L.B.  31,  41  ;  D.P.B.  261,  266,267  d,  275,  280,  286-88  a  c,  291ft, 
293  c,294,  315,  362,  395,  437,  463  ;  D.B.R  304,  312,  314,  315,  317,  324,  386  ;  R.P.C.  14;  R.D.  1.  2, 
3  ;  Ed.T.  5,  6  ;  Br.T.  8  ;  S.A.T.  1,2,3. 

1  He  is  occasionally  mentioned  as  acting  as  witness,  e.g.,  12  Oct.  1587,  17  May  1589  (D.P.B.  261,  315)  ; 
7  July  1589  (D.W.  11  s)  ;  21  May  1591  (D.W.  11  p  ;  D.P.B.  287,  288  o)  ;  27  July  1592  (D.C.  35  n, 
and  see  facsimile  of  his  signature,  vol,  ii..  opp.  p.  192)  ;  and  8  Jan.  1594  (D.P.B.  294).  On  these 
occasions  he  is  sometimes  called  "  younger  "  or  "  burgess  "  or  is  identified  as  "  brother  of  the  clerk." 

"*  Other  dealings  with  him  are  named  in  the  Compt  Buik,  e.g.,  (D.W.  3)  "  Lent  Robert  my  brother  a  pair 
plet  slevis,  a  pair  flasses." 
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Part  ii.  Milburne  against  Jaksoun,  but  the  result  of  the  action  does  not  appear.     He  is 

Chap.  ii.  ajs0  sometime  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  affairs  of  other  members  of  the 

family,  eg.,  17  March  1591,  as  attorney  for  his  brother  Peter  (D.P.B.  286);  and 

26  Aug.  in  the  same  year,  when  he  is  attorney  for  Grissell  Wedderburn,  wife  of 

George  Lindsay  (D.P.B.  288  c;  ante,  p.  25). 

He  owned  some  little  property  in  Dundee.  Thus,  6  Sept.  1588,  he  got  an 
assignment  from  his  cousin,  Thomas  Guthrie  of  Kinblethmont  (D.P.B.  266)  ;  and 
3  Aug.  1593,  a  discharge  for  £120  for  a  North  Argylegait  land  (S.W.  103)  from 
his  uncle  Robert,  the  notary,  who  two  days  later  resigned  another  land  there  in  his 
favour  (D.P.B.  293  c) ;  while  on  his  death  thirteen  "  peces  "  of  "  titellis,"  dating 
from  1573,  are  noted  by  his  brother  David  to  be  forthcoming  to  his  son  at  his 
majority  (D.W.  12  A). 

He  died  30  Nov.  1593  as  is  recorded  in  the  confirmation  of  his  will,  granted 
at  S.  Andrew's  26  June  1598,  when  the  wills  of  his  first  two  wives,  Grissell  Duncan 
and  Elizabeth  Lovell,  were  also  confirmed  (S.A.T.  1,  2,  3).1  The  confirmation  of 
his  will  describes  him  as  "  bot  ane  zoung  man  and  laitlie  mareit,"  which  was  true 
enough,  though  he  had  been  married  three  times : — 

i.  About  May  1589,  to  Grissell  Duncan,  sister  german  to  William  Duncan, 
bailie,  whom  Robert  discharges  of  her  tocher  31  May  in  that  year  (D.P.B.  275). 
She  died  s.p.  20  Feb.  1590, 2  her  will  being  confirmed  26  June  1598  (S.A.T.  2).:t 
Her  husband  remarried  immediately, 

ii.  About  March  1590,  to  Elspet  Lovell,  daughter  of  John  Lovell  (D.B  R.  312). 
She  is  named  1  March  1590  as  his  future  spouse  when  he  settles  a  North  Argylegait 
tenement  on  her  (D.P.B.  280),  and  she  is  referred  to  in  the  entry  of  a  loan  to 
"Robertis  wyf"  in  David's  Compt  Bulk,  16  Sept.  1591  (D.W.  8  c).  She  died 
26  Aug.  1592,  according  to  the  confirmation  of  her  will  given  up,  26  June  1598,  on 
behalf  of  her  son  Alexander.4  Although  but  a  short  time  married  she  had  two 
children,  possibly  twins,  Alexauder  and  Helen,  of  whom  later.  On  her  death  her 
husband  once  more  married  again,  without  much  delay, 

iii.  About  Nov.  1592,  Blspet  Hering,  on  whom  he  settled  his  North  Argylegait 
land,  18  Nov.  1 592  (D.P.B.  291  b).  She  is  named  after  his  death,  e.g.,  in  a  discharge 
by  her,  20  Sept.  1595  (D.W.  12  ej);  a  ratification  by  her,  27  Jan.  1596,  of  a 
renunciation  of  an  annual-rent  made  by  Robert  to  his  brother,  the  clerk  (D.B.R. 
301),  and  now  and  again  in  the  Compt  Buik  as  having  dealings  with  her  brother- 
in-law  David,  e.g.,  9  Aug.  1596  (D.W.  10  a  b).  She  married,  secondly,5  James 
Thomsone  or  Reyky,  who  is  thus  named  as  "  father-in-law,"  i.e.,  stepfather,  to 
Robert's  sou  Alexander  (S.A.T.  2),  and  who  granted,  26  June  1598.  a  bond  to 
David  Wedderburn  to  relieve  him  of  his  cautioner}'  for  him  anent  the  forthcoming 
to  Robert's  son  Alexander  of  the  "  gudis  and  geir  pertenand  to  umquhill  Robert 
and  his  first  twa  wyffis  "  (D.W.  12,/). 

Of  Robert  Wedderburn's  two  children  by  Elspet  Lovell,  his  second  wife,  the  son, 
Alexander  Wedderburn   [1591? — 1652],6  who   was   his   father's    only   son 
and  heir,  is  first  named  after  the  death  of  his  father  and  in  connection 

1  There  are  several  references  to  him  after  his  death  in  connection  with  his  estate  or  his  children,  e.g„ 
20  Dec.  1S94,  memorandum  of  his  effects  (D.W.  12  e)  ;  13  Nov.  1596.  bond  to  his  daughter  Helen 
ih.  V2j  ;  D.B.K.  312,  324)  ;  19  April  1597  (D.W.  21  a)  ;  11  June  1597,  re  hie-son  Alexander  (D.W. 
12/  ;  D.B.K.  317) ;  10,  13  Dec.  1600,  land  once  his  in  North  Argylegait  (S.W.  139-41)  ;  2  Aug.  1606, 
17  June  1612,  re  his  daughter  Helen  (D.B.R.  362,  386)  ;  18  May  1615.  31  Oct.  1617.  16  Oct.  1621, 
4  Nov.  1629,  re  his  son  Alexander  (S.W.  186  ;  D.P.B.  395  ;  D.L.B.  41  ;  Br.T.  8)  ;  27  Feb.  1640, 
11  March  1644,  lands  once  his  (S.W.  209  ;  D.P.B.  463). 

-  The  confirmation  of  her  will  gives  the  year  of  her  death  as  1590-91,  but  this  must  be  an  error  for 
1589-90,  as  Robert  certainly  remarried  in  1590. 

3  A  legacy  by  Grisald  Duncan,  wife  of  the  late  Bobert  Wedderburn  is  mentioned  8  Jan.  1597  (D.B.R.  314). 

4  The  confirmation  of  her  will  describes  her  as  relict  of  Robert  Wedderburn,  an  inaccurate  use  of  the  word 

to  signify  the  person  leaving,  not  left.     See  D.P.B.  200,  note. 

5  And  perhaps,  thirdly,  before  25  Jan.  1612,  William  Tyrie  of  Drumkilbo,  if  she  is  identical  with  the  Elspet 

Hering  then  named  as  his  wife  (S.W.  215). 
«  Svnopsis  of  Keferences  :— S.W.  186,  230,  246,  282,  285,  290,  223,  295  ;  Bl.P.  9  (5),  26  ;  D.W.  8  d,  12  hj; 
D.C.  62  ;  D.L.B.  41  ;  D.P.B.  394,  395,  410,  431,  433  b,  441,  454-55,  456  d.  460-61,  466,  468,  473  6, 
476-77,  484,  488.  499,  500,  507,  525-26,  528,  534,  578;  D.B.R.  315,  317.  411,  430,  432.  438,  441  bt 
444,  451,  453,  456,  462.  472  ;  D.C.B.  63,  67,  69,  70,  93,  98,  100  :  D.D.  9,  24  ;  D.Dec.  7  ;  D.AC.B.  8 ; 
D.K.S.  17,  35;  R.H.  22;  R.D.  71,  87,  137;  R.A.D.  164;  Br.T.  8,  13;  S.A.T.  1,  2,  3  ;  D.B.  4; 
P.B.N.  16,  17. 
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with  his  inheritance  and  minority.  Thus,  27  Jan.  1595,  there  is  a  Part  II. 
memorandum  by  his  uncle  David  of  the  "titellis"  to  be  delivered  to  him  CnaPn 
at  his  coming  of  age  (D.W.  12 /j);  16  Feb.  1597,  there  is  a  "Tutorie, 
Alexander  and  Helen  Wedderburn  "  (D.B.R.  315),  which  is  unfortunately 
left  blank;  11  June  in  that  year,  a  bond  to  him  by  his  step-mother's 
second  husband  James  Thomsone  or  Reyky  (D.W.  12;'),  who  on  the  same 
day  grants  a  discharge  to  a  debtor  of  the  late  Robert  of  a  debt  due  to 
his  son  as  his  heir  (D.B.R.  317).  He  is  also  named  as  executor  in  the 
confirmation  of  the  three  wills  of  his  father  and  his  first  two  wives, 
26  June  1 598,  being  expressly  described  in  the  last  of  them  as  son  to  the 
late  Elspet  Lovell  (S.A.T.  1,  2,  3  ;  D.W.  12/). 

There  is  then  no  mention  of  him  while  a  minor,  probably  because  he 
■was  learning  navigation  and  consequently  much  away  from  the  burgh.  After 
his  majority,  there  is  a  memorandum  in  the  Compt  Buik  of  his  uncle  David 
(D.W.  8  d),  "5  May  1614,  send  with  Alexander,  my  brother  Robertis  sone, 
to  France  or  Spane  in  Walter  Renkynis  schip,"  certain  goods  to  be  sold 
there,  and  this  was  probably  his  last  voyage  as  a  subordinate.  He  was  home 
in  the  following  year,  as,  18  May  1615,  he  granted  a  discharge  at  Dundee 
to  Alexander  of  Kingennie  (S.W.  186).  After  this  he  is  constantly  named 
as  shipmaster,  mariner,  or  sometimes  merchant.  Thus,  4  Aug.  1627,  he, 
"shipmaster,"  is  a  witness  (D.P.B.  394);  18  Aug.  1618,  "manner,"  enters 
a  ship  arriving  from  Norway  with  a  cargo  of  oak  (D.R.S.  17)  ;  and,  16  Oct. 
1621,  "nauta,"  is  admitted  a  burgess  by  the  privilege  of  the  late  Robert 
Wedderburn,  his  father  (D.L.B.  41).  He  is  often  called  younger  up  to 
1642-43,  to  distinguish  him  from  his  namesake,  the  son  of  Patrick  (ante, 
p.  79)  ;  e.g.,  17  Nov.  1623,  "younger,  mariner,  witness"  (D.P.B.  431), 
and  6  July  1642,  "younger,  shipmaster,  witness"  (D.P.B.  468), *  but  later 
on  becomes  "elder,  merchant,"  e.g.,  23  July  1649,  when  he  is  a  witness 
( D.P  .B.  456  d),  in  distinction  from  the  fourth  and  fi fth  sons  of  Sir  Alexander 
of  Blackness.2  He  was  elected  on  the  burgh  council  21  Sept.  1641  (D.C.B. 
63),  and  in  the  two  following  years  was  piermaster  (ib.  67,  69).  He  was 
also  named  lieutenant  of  the  Overgait,  with  Kingennie  as  captain,  in  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  weapon-schawing  3  Oct.  1643  (ib.  70).  In  1644 
he  was  shoremaster,  being  so  named  in  a  decree  dated  31  Jan.  (D.B.R.  432), 
but  had  ceased  to  be  so  by  1649,  when,  5,  23,  26  Jan.,  he,  as  "late  shore- 
master,"  renders  his  shore  accounts  (D.C.B.  92),  but  was  again  piermaster 
in  this  year,  and  had  his  accounts  audited  25  Feb.  (D.R.S.  35).  In  1651, 
Oct.  7-8,  he  was  elected  councillor  for  the  merchants,  and  as  such  signs  an 
act  of  council  a  few  days  later,  21  Oct.  (D.C.B.  98,  100). 

He  lived  in  the  Argylegait  where  he  acquired,  3  July  1627,  a  property, 
(S.W.  230),  which  is  named  as  a  boundary  1  May  1638  (D.P.B.  441),  and 
later  on,  22  Jan.  1642,  he  bought  another  large  foreland  there,  which  had 
belonged  to  James  Wedderburn,  the  late  clerk  (S.W.  282).  These  lands 
are  named  11  March  1644  (S.W.  290),  and  they  eventually,  on  failure  of 
his  line,  passed  by  inheritance  to  the  Kingennie  branch  of  the  family.11 
He  is  often  mentioned  in  connection  with  other  members  of  the  name.  Thus 
he  was  a  legatee  of  500  merks  under  the  will,   26  March  1628,  of  his 

1  See  also  15  Sept.  1625,  bond  by  him,  "  younger,  merchant  "  (R.D.  87) ;  20  Feb.  1626  "  younger,  merchant 
burgess,"  witness  (P.B.N.  16) ;  and  "younger,  bailie"  4  Nov.  in  that  year  (ib.  17)  ;  21  June  1630, 
"younger,  mariner,  burgess,"  witness  (S.W.  246);  1633,  "younger,  mariner"  (D.C.  62);  11  Jan. 
1633,  "younger,"  on  assize  (D.B.R.  4,  11)  ;  21,  24  Jan.  1634,  younger,  shipmaster,  witness  (D.P.B. 
433  b)  ;  24  Sept.  1639,  mariner,  burgess,  gets  an  annual  rent  (D.P.B.  461)  ;  28  May  1640,  bond  to 
him,  "younger,  skipper,  burgess"  (D.B.R.  441  6);  12  May  1641,  mariner,  witness  (D.P.B.  454)  ; 
15  April  1642,  shipmaster,  witness  (D.P.B.  466).  See  also  17  Nov.  1642,  shipmaster,  witness 
(S.W.  285)  ;  19  April  1643,  skipper,  witness  (D.B.R  430)  ;  2  May  1643,  witnesses  the  baptism  of 
his  namesake,  the  fourth  son  of  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness  (Bl.  9)  ;  12  June  1646,  shipmaster, 
burgess,  witness  (D.P.B.  473  b);  18  April  1648,  witnesses  the  baptism  of  his  namesake,  the  fifth  son 
of  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness  (D.B.  4)  ;  4  June  1648,  bond  to  him,  skipper  (D.D.  9)  ;  and  he  is,  I 
think,  the  person  of  his  name,  not  designed,  who  is  on  an  inquest  12  March  1649  (D.B.R.  451). 

-  See  also  for  one  or  two  other  slight  references  to  him  1  April  1642,  disposition  to  him  (D.P.B.  507) ; 
17  Aug.  1643,  action  between  him  and  another  (D.A.CB.  8);  1647,  bond  to  him  (D.B.R.  472)  ; 
21  Sept.  1649,  bond  to  him  (R.D.  137). 

s  See  as  to  this,  Bl.  26  ;  D.P.B.  488,  499,  500,  525-26,  528,  534,  578  ;  D.D.  24  ;  D.Dec.  7  ;  R.A.D.  164. 
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Part  ir.  cousin,  Peter  Wedderburn  (Br.T.  8) ;  was  one  of  the  next  of  kin  to  the 

chaP-If-  children  of  Robert  Murray  (ante,  p   20)  10  Dec.   1636  (D.B.R.  438)-  and 

to  James,  son  of  the  late  William  Thomson  2  Feb.  1642  (D.B.R.  444). 
He  was  heir  and  executor  to  the  will  of  his  uncle  James,  the  merchant, 
who  died  in  1644  (Br.T.  13),  and  is  often  referred  to  in  connection  with 
his  heirship.1  Thus,  10  Aug.  1646,  he,  "elder,  mei-chant,  burgess," 
delivers  to  the  kirk  session  the  silver  basin  left  them  by  James  (S.W.  293) ; 
27  Nov.  in  the  same  year  he  was  retoured  heir  to  him  (S.W.  295  ;  R.H.  22) ; 
27  Jan.  1649,  "  elder,  shipmaster,"  was  entered  as  his  heir  in  an  annual  rent 
(D.P.B.  455) ;  and  3  May  1651,  "  elder,  skipper,"  gets  a  decree  as  his  executor 
(D.B.R.  453).  The  last  references  to  him  as  living  are  dated  4  June,  16  July 
1652,  when  he,  "  shipmaster,  burgess,"  got  sasine  of  an  annual  rent,  and  again, 
"  skipper,"  was  procurator  for  his  cousin,  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness,  in  the 
resignation  of  an  East  Welgait  land  (D.P.B.  460.  476).  He  died  before 
4  Oct.  1652,  when  his  two  daughters  were  served  heirs  portioners  to  him 
(D.B.R.  456)  and  he  is  then  only  named  in  connection  with  them  (see  below) 
or  with  property  once  his,  which,  as  I  have  said,  ultimately  passed  to 
Alexander  of  Kingennie.1 

He  had  married,  Oct.-Dec.  1617,  Janet  Newton,  daughter  and  heir  of 
William  Newton.  She  is  first  named  in  an  entry,  dated  31  Oct.  1617,  when 
he,  as  heir  to  his  father,  gets  sasine  of  a  North  Argylegait  land,  which  he 
settles  on  her  as  his  future  wife,  and  which  refers  to  their  marriage  contract 
of  9  May  last  (D.P.B.  395).  A  settlement  by  her  on  her  husband  and  her- 
self is  registered  13  Dec.  in  the  same  year  (ib.  410),  while  a  bond  in  their 
favour,  16  May  1619,  is  also  recorded  (R.D.  71).  By  her,  the  date  of  whose 
death  is  not  ascertained,  Alexander  Wedderburn  had  issue  two  daughters, 

1.  Helen  Wedderburn.2  who  with  her  sister  Elizabeth  was  entered  an 
heir  portioner  of  her  father  4  Oct.  1652  (D.B.R.  456).  She  married 
twice,  (i.),  before  14  Feb.  1653,  William  Oascoyne  or  Goskine, 
Englishman,  with  whom  she  is  first  named  at  that  date  when  she 
and  her  sister  and  her  husband  get  a  decree  for  the  rent  of  their 
North  Argylegait  house  (D.B.R.  460).  They  are  all  named  again 
in  decrees  v.  the  executors  of  Alexander,  29  Oct.  1653  and  21  Jan. 
1654  (D.B.R.  462),  as  well  as  in  other  decrees,  7  Jan.,  1  March  1654 
(ib.  464  a  b).  She  and  her  sister  are  entered  in  lands  in  Dundee, 
3  Dec.  1653,  as  heirs  portioners  both  of  their  father  and  their  great 
uncle,  James  Wedderburn,  to  whom,  as  we  have  seen,  their  father 
was  heir  (D.P.B.  477).  On  25  April  1655  they  and  their  spouses 
unite  in  resigning  a  South  Seagait  laud  to  Alexander  Bower  (D.P.B. 
481),  soon  after  when  William  Gascoyne  must  have  died.  Helen 
Wedderburn  married,  (ii.),  at  Dundee  20  Aug.  1 657  (by  banns  27  July) 
Bertone  Belsone  (Barten,  Bartholomew  or  Bertrame,  Bilson  or 
Wilson?),  Inglishman,  merchant  (D.M.  6).  Their  marriage  contract, 
dated  15  Aug.,  is  still  extant  (Bl.P.  26),  and  by  it  Helen  is  bound 
to  infeft  her  husband  in  her  half  of  her  father's  property,  sasine 
following  on  the  contract  being  given  to  him  25  Jan.  1660  (S.W. 
336;  D.P.B.  484).3  Helen  died  in  March  1660,  her  will  being 
given  np  by  her  husband  and  confirmed  at  Brechin  2  Jan.  1662 
(Br.T.  14).4  Soon  after  this,  4  May  in  the  same  year,  he  made  a 
disposition  of  the  North  Argylegait  property  to  Alexander  Wedder- 
burn of  Kingennie  to  take  effect  in  event  of  his  having  no  children 

1  This  shows  conclusively  that  not  only  James  himself  but  also  his  younger  brothers,  Peter  and  William, 
had  died  without  male  issue,  as  by  Scotch  law  the  heirship  would  have  fallen  in  the  first  place  to 
the  male  issue  of  the  deceased's  younger  brothers.     See  ante,  p.  96,  n.  2. 

a  Synopsis  of  References:— S.W.  336,"338;  Bl.P.  26;  D.P.B.  477,481,484,499,504,505,  534,  578;  D.B.R. 
456,  460,  462,  464  a  b,  470  ;  D.Dec.  7  ;  D.M.  6  ;  R  A.D.  164  ;  Br.T.  14. 

3  She  is  also  named  with  her  husband  28  May  1659,  when  they  get  a  decree  for  possession  of  a  house  in 
the  Overgait  (D.B.R.  470). 

*  The  will  names  no  children,  and  she  would  seem  to  have  d.  s.p.  Her  husband's  disposition  of  4  May 
1662  (see  above)  is  consistent  with  his  contemplating  the  possibility  of  a  second  marriage. 
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who  should  attain  "  perfyte  age,"  and  conditional  on  a  payment  Part  n. 
to  the  heirs  of  Helen's  sister  Bessie  (S.W.  338).  This  event  ■Chap- If- 
and  condition  were  looked  on  as  satisfied  by  28  Aug.  1666,  when 
sasine  pursuant  to  this  disposition  was  given  to  Alexander  of 
Kingennie  and  Easter  Powrie  (post,  p.  148,  n.  5),  then  provost  of  the 
burgh  (D.P.B.  499).  Belsoue  was  living  20  July  1668,  when 
he  got  sasine  of  some  annual  rents  in  pursuance  of  his  marriage 
contract  with  Helen  Wedderburn  (D.P.B.  504),  which  he  at  once, 
28  July,  disponed  to  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness 
(ib.  505).  I  have  not  ascertained  when  he  died,  but  on  31  July  1680 
the  papers  of  his  wife,  her  father,  and  her  sister  were  in  the  hands 
of  Bobert  Gardyne  (see  below),  who  was  decerned  to  deliver  them  to 
Alexander  of  Easter  Powrie  (D.Dec.  7).  The  South  Seagait  land 
acquired  by  Bower  from  Helen  and  her  sister  is  also  named  18  Sept. 
1683  (D.P.B.  534),  and  even  as  late  as  8  June  1727  (ib.  578). 

2.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,1  who  has  been  already  mentioned  in  the 
account  of  her  sister  and  coheiress,  1652-60  (ut  sup).  She  had 
married  in  her  father's  lifetime  at  Dundee,  24  Nov.  1646  (banns 
4  Oct ),  John  Gardyne,  goldsmith  (DM.  1,  3),  by  whom  she  had  issue 
several  children,  all  baptized  at  Dundee,  viz.,  Alexander,  27  March 
1647;  Margaret,  .8  Aug.  1652;  Bobert,  11  Sept.  1653;  and  Helen, 
11  Feb.  1655  (D.B.  orig.  record,  s.dd.).  She  seems  to  have  died 
before  4  May  1660,  when  her  heirs,  i.e.  no  doubt  her  children, 
are  spoken  of  (S.W.  333),  but  these  must  have  all  died  before 
11-12  Oct.  1676,  when  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Easter  Powrie  was 
cognosced  heir  to  both  her  father  and  her,  and  was  entered  as  such 
in  the  North  Argylegait  land  which  they  had  once  possessed  (D.P.B. 
525-26;  B.A.D.  164).  He  subsequently,  12  May  1677,  grants  a 
discharge  of  part  of  an  annual  rent  payable  to  him  as  such  heir 
(D.D.  24).  The  Robert  Gardyne  decerned  to  deliver  up  papers  to 
him  (D.Dec.  7,  cited  above),  would  thus  seem  not  to  be  Elizabeth's 
son  of  that  name,  though  no  doubt  some  relative  of  her  husband. 
The  references  to  her  and  her  sister  in  regard  to  the  South  Seagait  land 
in  1683  and  1727  have  been  already  dealt  with  (D.P.B.  534,  578). 

Helen  Wedderburn.2  only  daughter  of  Bobert  Wedderburn  and  Elspeth  Lovell, 
is  first  mentioned  in  an  obligation  or  bond  of  provision  granted  her  by  her 
father,  1591-93  (D.W.  12  e).3  After  her  father's  death  her  share  of  his 
estate,  including  the  amount  of  this  bond,  was  paid  over  to  her  mother's 
father,  John  Lovell,  who,  13  Nov.  1596,  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  it,  and 
bound  himself  to  maintain  her  "  honestlie  at  bed,  burd,  and  abulzeamentis 
upon  the  proffeit  and  excrescens  thereof,"  and  to  hand  her  over  the  capital 
intact  "at  her  removing  from  his  company"  (D.W.  12/;  D.B.R.  312).4 
This  obligation  of  John  Lovell  was  taken  over  later,  21  July  1598,  by  his 
son  John  Lovell,  the  younger  (D.B.B.  324),  but  both  he  and  his  father 
would  seem  to  have  died  before  30  July  1606,  when  Helen  Wedderburn  and 
Elizabeth  Lovell,  no  doubt  a  cousin,  are  served  heiresses  of  the  late  James 
Lovell,  son  of  the  late  John  Lovell,  elder,  burgess  (D.B.B.  356),  while  a  few 
days  later,  2  Aug.,  Helen,  as  "  only  daughter  "  of  her  parents,  was  entered 
in  a  South  Flukergait  land  as  one  of  the  heirs  of  her  uncle,  James  Lovell 
(D.P.B.  362).  Another  bond  to  her  for  300  merks,  dated  17  June  1612,  is 
registered  in  1613  (D.B.B.  386).     She  is  no  doubt  identical  with  the  person 

i  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  338  ;  D.P.B.  477,  481,  525,  526,  534,  578  ;  D.B.R.  456,  460,  462,  464  a b  ; 

D.D.  24  ;  D.Dec.  7  ;  R.A.D.  164;  D.M.  1,  3. 
"  Synopsis  of  References  :— D.W.  3,  8  d  note  1,  12  ej  ;  D.B.R.  312,  315,  324,  356,  362,  386,  414  a,  458-59, 

461,  465,  468  a. 
3  The  blank  tutorie  to  her  and  her  brother,  16  Feb.  1597  (D.B.R.  315)  has  been  already  referred  to  in  the 

account  of  him. 
*  See  also  D.  W.  8  d  note  1. 
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^rt  n-  of  her  name,  wife  of  Andrew  Boyd,  who  is  now  and  again  named  in  the 

records,  e.g.,  8-10  Feb.  1635,  decree  v.  Andrew  Boyd,  mariner,  and  Helen 
Wedderburu,  his  spouse  (D.B.R.  414  a)  ;  23  Dec.  1646,  bond  by  them  (ib. 
458).  He  died  before  19  Jan.  1653,  when  she  is  named  as  his  relict  (ib. 
459),  as  she  is  also  4  July  in  that  year,  when  she  revokes  an  assignation  of  her 
property  which  she  made  in  favour  of  Patrick  Boyd  when ''in  her  agony 
and  grief  shortly  after  she  was  convalescit  of  ague  fever"  (D.B.R.  461). 
She  is  named  again  as  her  husband's  relict  in  a  decree  9  Jan.  1655  (ib.  465) 
and  in  a  discharge  by  her,  23  June  in  that  year,  registered  18  Feb.  1657  {ib. 
468  a).  The  date  of  her  death  does  not  appear,  nor  have  I  ascertained 
whether  she  left  any  issue. 

4.  James  Wedderburn  [1568? — 1644], l  fourth  sou  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and 
Janet  Myln  is  first  named,  22  Sept.  1  .r>75,  in  regard  to  the  settlement  of  an  annual  rent 
upon  him  (D.W.  11  i),  and  must,  I  think,  be  the  James  Wedderburn  named  as  the 
owner  of  consignments  from  the  Isles  9  Dec.  1580  (D.R.S.  2).2  There  is  then  no 
mention  of  him  till  1584,  in  which  year,  Jan.  24,  he  is  a  witness,  and  designed 
"burgess  "  although  not  yet  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  burgh  of  Dundee  (D.P.B. 
236).  He  was  a  substitute  in  a  settlement  by  his  father  on  his  sister  Katharine  in  this 
year,  15  April  (D.W.  1 1  e),  and  is  again  called  "  burgess  "  when  a  witness,  13  June 
1586  (D.P.B.  251).  In  1588,  May  27,  he,  "  son  of  the  late  clerk,"  acquired  an  annual 
rent  (ib.  272),  and  he  had,  of  course,  his  share  in  his  parents'  estate  (D.W.  P2  a  b, 
Ed.  T.  5,  6).  He  is  also  named  13  Sept.  1595,  as  resigning  an  annual-rent  to  James 
Durham  of  Pitkerro  (D.P.B.  303  b) ;  and  29  May  1596.  he  grants  a  feu-ferme  to  his 
brother,  the  clerk,  by  a  charter  under  his  own  hand  (S.W.  112).3  He  is  occasionally 
mentioned  in  the  Compt  Buik  of  his  brother  David  as  having  various  dealings  with 
him  (D.W.  3,  8  e),  and  as  standing  godfather  to  David's  son  James  in  1 60 1  (ib.  1 4  g, 
15  g).  He  was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee  by  the  privilege  of  his  late  father, 
25  Aug.  1603,  the  entry  describing  him  as  "  mercator  "  (D.L.B.  34) ;  and  he  was 
long  a  prominent  merchant  and  citizen  there,  acquiring  considerable  property  and 
taking  an  active  part  in  municipal  affairs.4  In  the  same  year,  Dec.  11,  one  Henry 
Fyff  was  convicted  of  troublance  against  him  in  the  High  Street  and  sentenced  to  beg 
his  pardon  (D.C.B.  26),  while  nearly  two  years  later,  7  Oct.  1605,  there  was  a  feud 
between  James  and  one  Robert  Bollok  (ib.  30)  owing  to  which  James  was  not  allowed 
to  bear  arms  without  a  warrant  from  the  Privy  Council,  which,  however,  he  at  once 
obtained  (ib.) 

He  took  his  share  in  family  affairs  and  is  often  present  on  occasions  of  family 
interest.  Thus  he  was  party,  with  his  brothers  and  sisters,  to  the  discharge,  2  Feb. 
1604,  anent  the  estate  of  their  brother  William  (S.W.  157)  and  also  to  the  contract 
in  regard  to  William's  death  (R.A.D.  61);  9  June  1609,  he  witnesses  a  sasine 
given   in  implement  of  the  marriage  contract  of  his  nephew  James  Wedderburn 

'   Synopsis  of  References :— S.W.  75,  112,  117,  157,  163,  176,  187,  192,  202,  205,  213,  216,  224,  229-31,  236. 

271a,  282,  2S3,  293,  295  ;  Bl.  94,  24  ;  D.W.  2  a,  3.  8  e,  11  e.  i.  12  a  b,  \lg,  15  q,  1\</h;  D.C.  43,  48,  62  ; 

D.L.B.  34,  40  note  ;  D.P.B.  236,  251,  272,  288a,  301,  303  6,  307.  311,  370a,  379  a,  381,  382,383,387, 

390,  399,  402  a,  405,  426  a,  466,  493  ;  D.B.R.  286  b,  297  e,  308,  321  b,  343  c,  357,  358  a,  360,  386,  388, 

389a,  392,  407  c,  408,  417,  419,  427,  444,  453,  484  ;  D.C.B.   26,  30,  40,  45,  47,  52,  63  ;   D.D.  1,  8; 

D.A.O.B.,  9  n  ;  D.R.S.  2,  16,  18,  20,  24,  26,  28,  29,  31,  32  ;  D  T.G.  3  6.  4,  6  ;  G.S.R.  97  ;  RH  22  ; 

R.D.   26,  55,  79,  101,   102,  105,   109,  127;  R.A.D.  61;   Ed.  T.  5,   6;    Br.T.  1,   2,  10,   11,  13; 

P.B.N.  6  a,  16,  19. 
s  He   would   then  be  but  twelve  or  thirteen  years  old,   but  might  even  so  have  begun  to   trade.     See 

Br.T.  5,  when  Magdalen  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  79)  leaves  a  legacy  to  her  brother  John,  "  merchant, 

as  soon  as  he  attains  the  age  of  fifteen." 

3  See  the  facsimile  of  his  signature  opp.  p.  13  of  vol.  ii ;  and  another  (S.W.  202)  opp.  p.  32. 

4  He  is  repeatedly  named  from  1606 — 1642  as  bailie,  dean  of  gild,  kirkmaster,  &c. ,  his  name  and  signature 

being  frequent  in  the  Lockit  Buik  (D.L.B.  40note).  So  again,  1606  Aug.  11,  25  ;  1607  March  11,  he  is 
on  assize  (D.B.R.  357,  35S  a)  ;  1614  Feb.  7,  on  assize  (ib.  388);  Sept.  21,  elected  a  councillor 
(D.C.B.  40)  ;  1615  June  6,  councillor  (D.C.  48)  ;  1617  Jan.  25,  bailie,  audits  the  piermaster's  accounts 
(D.K.S.  16)  ;  1618  Sept.  27,  elected  a  bailie  (D.C.B.  45)  ;  Oct.  14,  31,  on  the  bench  as  bailie  (D.B.R. 
407  c) ;  1620-31,  audits  the  piermaster's  and  shoremaster's  accounts  (D.R.S.  18,  20,  24,  26,  28,  29,  31, 
32)  ;  1622-42, bailie  (D.A.C.B.  9>i)  ;  1623,  elected  kirkmaster  (D.C.B.  47  ;  D.R.S.  26)  ;  1624-25, often 
bailie  (D.B.R.  408)  ;  1626-27,  gives  sasine  as  bailie  (S.W.  224,  230-31)  ;  1627  July  3,  bailie  (D.D.  1) ; 
162K-29,  elected  dean  of  gild  (D.C.B.  52)  ;  1630  Oct.  5,  newly  elected  dean  of  gild,  and  accepts  office 
(D.G.R  6  ;  D.R.S.  32)  ;  1638,  on  assize  (D.B.R.  417)  ;  1641  Sept.  21,  elected  a  bailie  (D.C  B.  63)  ; 
Oct.  22,  25,  on  the  bench  as  bailie  (D.B.R.  427) ;  1642  Jan.  22,  March  5-7,  April  15,  baUie  (S.W. 
282-83  ;  D.P.B.  466). 
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with  Margaret  Goldman  (D.C.  43);  17  June  1612,  he  is  named  in  a  bond  to  his  Partir. 
niece  Helen,  daughter  of  his  late  brother  Robert  Wedderbum  (I).  B  R.  386)  ;  chap- "• 
17  Aug.  1612,  he  witnesses  the  marriage  contract  of  his  niece  Elizabeth  with  Mr. 
Peter  Bruce  (Bl.  24  and  post,  p.  138).  He  was  one  of  the  executors  to  his  uncle 
Robert,  the  notary  (Br.T.  2),  and  as  such  got  a  decree,  11  May  1614  (D.B.R.  389  a), 
and  later  on,  25  Oct.  1 628,  was  one  of  the  tutors  to  William  and  Peter,  younger  sons 
of  his  nephew,  the  clerk,  James  Wedderbum,  who  died  in  1627  (S.W.  336; 
R.D.  101,  105;  Br.T.  10).  Still  later,  2  Feb.  1642,  he  is  named  as  one  of  the 
next-of-kin  to  his  cousin,  James  Thomson,  son  of  William  Thomson  (D.B.R.  444), 
and  in  the  same  year,  3  May,  witnessed  the  baptism  of  his  great  grandnephew  and 
namesake,  James,  third  son  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderbum  of  Blackness  (Bl.P.  9,  4). 
He  is  constantly  called  merchant,  burgess,  and  bailie,  and  is  thus  easily  distinguished 
from  his  nephew,  Mr.  James  Wedderbum.  notary  and  clerk  of  Dundee,  while  on  one 
or  two  occasions  he  is  called  elder  to  distinguish  him  from  his  other  nephew  and 
namesake,  James,  son  of  David  Wedderbum  (ante,  pp.  109-10),  e.g.,  17  Dec.  1621 
(D.P.B.  426  a).1  He  lived  in  the  Overgaitof  Dundee,  in  a  house  long  identified  by 
a  panel  on  its  front,  bearing  his  arms  and  the  date  1642.  It  was,  however,  rebuilt 
in  1877  and  the  arms  were  a  good  deal  spoilt  in  recutting.2 

He  died  in  1644  and  by  his  will,  dated  at  Dundee  4  April  in  that  year  and 
confirmed  at  Brechin  1  June  1648,  left  various  legacies  to  his  nephews  and  nieces 
and  their  children,  as  well  as  400  merks  for  a  silver  basin  for  the  use  of  the  kirk  of 
Dundee,  which  basin  was  to  be  engraved  with  the  names  and  arms  of  himself  and 
his  wife  and  an  inscription  to  be  decided  on  by  his  great  nephew,  Blackness 
(Br.T.  13).  This  basin,  "  wayand  thrie  pundis  and  teii  unce,"  was  given  to  the 
kirk  for  "  the  use  and  behailf  of  the  sacrament  of  baptisme  "  10  Aug.  1616  (S.W. 
293)  by  his  nephew  Alexander  (only  son  of  his  immediate  elder  brother  Robert), 
who  was,  as  we  have  seen,  his  executor  and  heir  retoured,  27  Nov.  1646  (S.W.  295 ; 
D.B.R.  453  ;  R.H.  22).  He  was  buried  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee,  at  the  foot  of  the 
old  west  wall,  along  the  cornice  of  which  the  words  "Jacobus  Wedderbum  dec(essit)" 
are  still  legible,  the  rest  of  the  inscription  being  effaced  by  the  monument  erected 
in  1718  by  Alexander  Duncan  of  Lundie  to  his  father  and  mother.4 

He  married  about  1595-96  Cristina  Lovell,  daughter  of  William  Lovell 
in  Murroes  (by  his  wife,  Margaret  Roche).  They  are  first  named  in  a  decree  in 
their  favour  14  May  1596  (D.B.R.  308)  and  next,  12  May  1597,  in  a  settlement 
made  in  view  of  their  late  marriage  (D.P.B.  311).     Other  references  to  them  and 

1  See  also  1591  March  6.  his  brother  David  grants  him  a  bond  (D.B.R.  286  b) ;  1594  Oct.  26,  he  gets  a  decree 

as  assignee  of  Walter  Wedderbum,  ante,  p.  62  (D.B.li.  297  e)  ;  1597  Nov.  19,  bond  to  him  (ib.  321  b) ; 
1603  Aug.  3,  29,  decrees  for  him  (ib.  313  c)  ;  1608  Feb.  15,  decree  (ib.  360)  ;  1610  May  27,  bond  to 
him  and  his  wife  (R.D.  26)  ;  1615  May  30,  another  such  bond  (ib.  55)  ;  1617  June  8,  bond  to  him 
(ib.  79)  ;  1627  June  8,  bond  to  him  (ib.  109) ;  Dec.  5.  bond  to  him  and  his  wife  (ib.  102) ;  1633, 
named  as  a  creditor  (D.C.  62)  ;  1636  March  18,  designation  to  him  (D.D.  8) ;  Nov.  11,  bond  to  him 
(K.I).  127);  1640Jau.  1,  decree  for  him  (D.B.R.  419). 

2  See  post,  the  chapter  on  the  family  arms,  for  an  engraving  of  this  panel  as  it  now  appears. 

3  See  for  slight  mentions  of  him  as  witness,  etc.,  1591  June  14  (S.W.  75)  ;  July  7  (D.P.B.  288  a) ;  1595  Feb.  1 

(D.P.B.  301)  ;  1596  May  18  (ib.  307) ;  1598  Oct.  14  (S.W.  117) ;  1600-24  (D.G.R.  4)  ;  1607  April  29 
(S.W.  163);  1608  Jan.  27  (D.P.B.  370a);  1610  named  as  a  debtor  in  the  will  of  William 
Davidsone  (Br.T.  1)  ;  1611  Sept.  24  (ib.  379  a)  ;  1612  June  23,  July  6,  "  my  brother"  (D.W.  21  a  ft); 
1612  Dec.  9  (D.P.B.  383);  1615  April  22  (D.B.R.  392)  ;  1615  Oct.  27,' procurator  (D.P.B.  387); 
1615  Dec.  2  (S.W.  187)  ;  1617  Feb.  25  (ib.  192)  ;  1618  July  22  (ib.  202)  ;  1619  Dec.  22  (D.P.B. 
402  a) ;  1620  Feb.  2  (ib.  205) ;  1621  May  18,  bailie,  witness  (P.B.N.  6  a)  ;  1623  May  14  (G.S.R.  97)  ; 
1625  March  5  (S.W.  216);  1626  Feb.  10.  merchant  burgess,  witness  (P.B.N.  16);  1627  Oct.  20, 
bailie,  witness  (ib.  19)  ;  and  1637  Dec.  18,  procurator  (S.W.  271  a).  See  also  D.W.  2  a.  where, 
10  Nov.  1616,  it  is  noted  that  "  James  my  brother  (has  borrowed)  my  2  prophecies  "  ;  and  Monifieth 
Par.  Reg.,  6  June  1621,  where  he  "  bailie,"  witnesses  a  baptism. 

4  It  seems  that  the  Duncans  of    Lundie  had    a  burying  ground  in    this  quarter  of    the   Howff  before 

1718.  Thus,  11  April  1693,  Alexander  Duncan  of  Lundie,  got  permission  to  bury  his  wife,  Anna 
Drummoud,  in  the  west  side  of  the  Howff,  betwixt  the  head  room  of  James  Wedderbum,  sometime 
dean  of  gild,  at  the  south,  and  that  of  James  Malcome  at  the  north,  and  to  erect  a  family  monument 
there,  provided  he  did  not  encroach  on  the  adjacent  graves  (D.C.B.  138).  An  engraving  of  the  piece 
of  the  cornice  bearing  James  Wedderburn's  name  will  be  found  post,  in  the  chapter  on  the  Howff. 
J.W.  in  his  MS.  actually  suggests  that  the  inscription  refers  to  James  the  poet  (ante,  p.  22),  whom  he 
assumes  to  have  returned  from  France  to  Dundee,  and  that  the  stone  is  a  fragment  part  of  his  tomb- 
stone, built  into  the  wall  when  it  was  erected  in  1602-3.  This  is  pure  fiction.  James  Wedderbum, 
the  poet,  died  in  France,  and  there  is  no  question  as  to  the  person  with  whom  the  James,  dean  of 
gild,  whose  name  is  carved  on  the  cornice,  is  to  be  identified. 
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Part  ii.  their  property  in  Dundee  may  be  found,  29  Feb.,  16  May  1612  (S.W.  176  ;  D.P.B. 

Chap.  ii.  381-82);    17    April    1616    (ib.   390);  11  Aug.  1618  (ib.   399).1     Cristina  Lovell 

predeceased  her  husband  by  some  years.  She  died  26  May  1631,  and  in  her  will, 
confirmed  at  Brechin  30  April  1 632,  appoints  him,  "  in  acknowledgment  of  his 
kindness  and  tender  love  to  her,"  sole  executor,  and  but  for  a  legacy  of  100  merks 
to  the  poor  of  the  kirk  of  Dundee,  sole  legatee  also  (Br.T.  11).  She  left  no  issue, 
her  husband's  heir  being  in  the  first  instance  his  nephew  Alexander,  and  later 
Alexander's  daughters,  Helen  and  Elizabeth  (ante,  pp.  114-15). 

5.  Peter  Wedderburn  [1570? — 1623],2  fifth  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Janet 
Myln,  was  born  about  1570,  being  first  named  in  a  settlement  of  an  annual  rent 
upon  him  21  March  1575  (D.W.  11,/).  It  is  he,  perhaps,  though  it  may  be  his 
uncle  (ante,  p.  96),  who  witnesses  his  father's  gift  of  his  protocol  books  and  a 
silver  cup  to  David  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  106)  in  May  1583  and  1585  (D.AV.  11  c  d). 
He  is  next  named  in  connection  with  his  share  in  the  estate  of  his  parents  1585-86 
(ib.  12  a  b  and  note;  Ed.T.  5,  6).  There  are  various  slight  references  to  him 
1586 — \Q00,e.g.,  25  March  1 586,  when  he  gets  sasine  of  a  South  Argylegait  tenement- 
(D.P.B.  249)3  ;  25  March  1591,  when  "son  of  the  late  clerk"  he  grants  a  bond  (D.B.R. 
288);  17  March  1591,  when  he  acquires  an  annual  rent  from  his  brother  David 
(D.P.B.  286) ;  20  Dec.  1594,  when  he  writes  a  memorandum  of  his  brother  Robert's 
effects  (D.W.  12  e)  ;  28  April  1596,  when  "younger,  son  of  the  late  clerk,"  he 
grants  a  discharge  (ib.  306)  ;  17  May  1596,  when,  brother  german  of  the  then  clerk, 
he  is  a  witness  (D.B.R.  309),  and,  29  May  in  that  year,  when  he,  brother  to  James  the 
merchant,  witness  and  signs  a  charter  (S.W.  112,  and  see  facsimile  of  his  signature 
vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  13). 4  In  1598,  May  26,  he  is  defender  in  an  action,  in  which  he  is 
called  "  Patrick,  son  of  the  late  clerk  "  (R.A.D.  35)  ;  and,  11  June  in  that  year,  he  is 
named  with  his  brother  David  (D.B.R.  322  c).  In  two  other  actions  by  him  in 
1600-1  (R.A.D.  39,  41)  he  is  termed  burgess  of  Dundee,  although  he  was  not 
admitted  till  17  Sept.  1605  (D.L.B.  35).  In  1604,  Feb.  2,  he  is  named  with  his 
brothers  and  sisters  in  connection  with  the  estate  of  their  late  brother  William 
(S.W.  157),  but  is  not  so  named  in  the  contract  of  1613  (R.A.D.  61).  He  is 
again,  before  his  admission  as  such,  called  "burgess  of  Dundee"  3  July  1605, 
when  he  is  a  witness  (D.P.B.  358). 

He  was  a  merchant  in  Dundee,  and  is  designed  "  mercator  "  in  his  admission, 
17  Sept.  1605,  as  burgess  (D.L.B.  35),  as  well  as  on  other  occasions,  e.g.,  17  July 
1609,  when  he  gets  a  decree  (D.B.R.  3631  ;  13  March  1613,  when  he  grants  a  dis- 
charge (ib.  384)  ;  and,  24  Jan.  1614,  abond  (ib.  387).  Sometimes  from  1615  on  he 
is  called  "elder,"  e.g.,  11  Feb.  1615  (ib.  398):  4  Aug.,  24  Dec.  1617  (D.P.B.  394, 
411),    and   23  June   1620  (ib.   423  a.).      Other  references  to  him  will  be  found 

1  James  Wedderburn  also  got  some  land  in  the  Eastfield  of  Dudhope  from  his  cousin  Peter  (son  of  old 
Peter  Wedderburn,  ante,  p.  97),  5  Jan.  1616,  but  resigned  it  forthwith  to  William  Smyth  {D.P.B.  405). 
He  likewise  acquired  the  right  to  a  South  Seagait  land  6  March  1624  (S.W.  213).  One  or  two 
references  after  his  death  to  properties  as  once  his  will  be  found  24  March  1664  (D.P.B.  493), 
13  June  1677  (D.T.G.  3  6),  and  30  July  1688  (D.B.R.  484). 

-  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  112,  157  ;  D.W.  8 /,  11  c dj.  12a  be,  21  g  k  ;  D.L.B.  35  ;  D.P.B.  249,  286, 
302  e.  306,  322,  358,  372,  381,  394,  400,  411,  423  a  ;  D.B.R.  288,  309,  322  c,  363,  384.  387,  389  a,  398  ; 
D.A  C  B.  1,  4  ;  R.A  D.  35,  39,  41.  61  ;  and  quaere  S.W.  163  ;  D.W.  21  a  ;  D.C.  37  ;  D.P.B.  363  b, 
370  a,  383  ;  D.B.R.  vols,  xiv.,  xv.  (title  pages),  and  359,  383,  388,  393  *  ;  D.R.S.  22,  23  ;  D.T.G.  9  b  ; 
R.D.  7  ;  Ed.T.  5,  6  ;  P.B.N.  8. 

::  He  is  called  "  Peter  Wedderburn,  younger,  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  clerk,"  in  this  entry,  and  not 
"  of  the  late  Alexander."  The  reference  is.  however,  clearly  to  him,  as  his  nephew  Peter  was  not 
born  till  after  1589. 

4  It  is  not  always  easy  to  distinguish  him  from  his  cousin  Peter  (son  of  old  Peter)  Wedderburn  (ante,  p. 
97),  or  from  his  own  nephew  Peter  (post,  p.  130).  He  himself  was  living  about  1570 — 1623,  his 
cousin  from  15S0  to,  perhaps,  1653,  and  his  nephew  about  1590 — 1629.  I  think  he  is  the  one  of 
his  name  called  younger,  31  May,  7  Oct.  1595  (D.P.B.  302  e.  322)  and  9  July  1596  (D.B.R.  311  a). 
Peter  Wedderburn,  not  designed,  named  1595  (D.C.  37),  1597  (D.W.  21  a),  and  1601  (D.T.G.  9  4)  is 
also  probably  he  ;  while  the  Peter,  similarly  mentioned  1606  (D.P.B.  363  4),  1607  (S.W.  163)  ;  1608, 
officer  for  poyndiug  (D.B.R.  359),  witness  (D.P.B.  370  a)  ;  1609,  witness  (R.D.  37) :  1612,  witness  (ib. 
383)  ;  1613,  witness  (D.B.R.  383)  ;  1614,  on  assize  (ib.  338  4)  ;  1615,  gets  a  decree  for  maills  (it. 
393  4),  may  be  he,  his  cousin,  or  nephew,  who  must  be  the  young  Peter  Wedderburn,  witness,  22  Dec. 
1621  (D.W.  3).  The  signatures  "  Peter  Wedderburn"  on  the  title  pages  of  vols.  xiv.  and  xv.  of  the 
Burgh  and  Head  Court  Records  of  Dundee  are  also  probably  his  nephew's. 
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29  Feb.  1612,  when  he  is  attorney  for  Cristina  Lovell,  his  brother  James'  wife  Part  n. 
(D.P.B.  381) ;  7  June  1612,  11  May  16H,  when  he  is  named  as  an  executor  to  his  chap-  "■ 
uncle  Robert  (Br.T.  2  ;  D.B.R.  389  a)  ;  22  Oct.  1619,  "  merchant,  burgess,  witness  " 
(D.P.B.  400);  21  Nov.  1621,  when  he  is  named  as  owning  goods  arriving  from 
Gothenburg  (D.R.S.  22);  14  Feb.  1622,  when  he  is  attorney  for  his  sister 
Catharine's  daughter,  Margaret  Duncan  (P.B.N.  8)  ;  and  29  July  in  that  year,  when 
he  "elder,"  is  owner  of  goods  arriving  in  the  "Swift"  (D.R.S.  23).  There  are 
also  various  references  to  him  1587 — 1619  in  the  Compt  Buik  of  his  brother  David 
(D.W.  8/,  21  ff  h).  The  last  mentions  of  him  as  living  are  dated  Sept. -Nov.  1622 
when  he,  "elder,"  get  some  decrees  and  a  sasine  (D.A.C.B.  1,  4),  but  he  died  in 
July  1623,  a  date  given  in  the  confirmation  of  his  will  (Br.T.  7). 

He  was  twice  married,  but  seems  to  have  had  no  issue  by  either  wife,  as  there 
is  no  trace  of  children  or  descendants  of  his  in  the  Dundee  records,  and  his  will 
names  no  issue.  Further,  a  son  of  his  would  have  been  heir  to  his  immediate  elder 
brother1  James,  whose  heir,  however,  was  Alexander,  son  of  his  immediate  elder 
brother  Robert.     His  wives  were 

i.  Anna  Walker,  daughter  of  the  late  William  Walker,  who  is  named  with 
her  husband  Peter  Wedderburn,  not  designed,  18  Dec.  1608  (D.P.B.  372)  and 
3  Feb.  1616  (ib.  vol.  265,  fol.  74,  orig.  MS.). 

ii.  Margaret  Muddie,  named  but  once,  viz.,  in  his  will,  as  his  relict  and 
executrix,  16  Jan.  1626  (Br.T.  7). 

6.  William  Wedderburn3  [1571? — 1603],  sixth  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and 
Janet  Myln,  is  first  named,  13  April  1584,  in  a  charter  to  him  of  an  annual  rent, 
furth  of  Balrudery  (D.W.  11  k) ;  and  next  26  Oct.  1587,  in  a  discharge  for  his 
"  burd  "  (board)  to  John  Scot's  wife  (ib.  13  b)  ;  and,  10  Nov.  1590,  when  he  is  called 
"  brother  german  to  the  clerk  "  (Min.  Sas.  x.  s.d.,  orig.  .MS.),  as  he  is  7  Dec.  1596 
(D.B.R.  xix.  s.d.,  orig.  MS.).  It  is,  perhaps,  he  whose  name  is  written  on  the  first 
leaf  of  vol.  xx.  of  the  Burgh  and  Head  Court  Records  (vol.  ii.,  p.  284). 3  He  acts  as 
a  witness  with  his  brother,  the  clerk,  4  Oct.  1598  (D.C.  38-39),  and  is  again  witness 
13  Dec.  in  that  year,  27  July  1599,  and  21  June  1600  (D.P.B.  329a,  333,  336). 
On  these,  as  on  some  other  occasions,  he  is  called  burgess,  though  the  "  Lockit 
Buik  "  contains  no  entry  of  his  admission.  He,  "  son  to  the  late  clerk,"  is  again  a 
witness  13  Dec.  1600  (D.P.B.  340),  and  "brother  german  of  David  Wedderburn" 
10  March  1601  (D.B.R.  337).  He  is  occasionally  named  in  the  Compt  Buik  of  his 
brother  David,  chiefly  in  regard  to  his  share  in  their  parents'  estate  (D.W.  12  a  b, 
13  A,  Ed.T.  5,  6).  He  is  last  named  as  living  12  Aug.  1602,  when  he  gets  a  discharge 
(S.W.  157),  and  9  May  1603,  when  he  is  a  witness  (D.B.R.  343  a),  but  died 
between  then  and  2  Feb.  1604,  when  a  dischaige  in  respect  of  his  estate  is  granted 
to  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie  by  his  brothers  and  sisters  (S.W.  157). 
It  is  thus  clear  that  he  died  unmarried.  His  death  would  seem  to  have  been  a 
violent  one,  as,  21  July  1613,  his  brothers  proceed  against  James  Kyle  and  George 
Traill  upon  a  contract  by  the  latter  "  to  abandon  and  never  have  ado  with  the  late 
James  Traill,  alleged  committer  of  the  slaughter  of  William  Wedderburn,"  brother 
german  of  the  pursuers,  and  to  depart  out  of  this  realm  within  forty  days,  under 
a  penalty  of  10,000  merks  (R.A.D.  61). 

Of  the  two  daughters  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Myln  : — 

1.  Margaret  Wedderburn  m.  Peter  Clayhills.  She  was  born  in  1562  but  is  not 
named  in  the  confirmations  of  the  wills  of  either  of  her  parents,  nor  in  the  account  given 
by  her  brother  David  in  his  Compt  Buik  (D.W.  12)  of  the  division  of  their  estate  : 
perhaps  she  had  been  provided  for  in  their  life  time.4     The  first  reference  to  her  is 

1  See  ante,  p.  96,  n  2,  as  to  the  law  of  Scotch  heirship. 

-  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.   157  ;  D.W.  11  k,  12a  b,  13  b h  ;  D.C.   38,  39  ;  D.P.B.  329  a,  333,  336, 

340  ;  and  Min  Sas.  x,  s,  10  Nov.  1590  ;  D.B.R.  337,  343  a,  and  orig.  MS.  xix,  s.  7  Dec.  1596 ;   Ed.T. 

5,  6  ;  R.D.  61. 

3  This  may,  however,  be  either  his  nephew,  the  son  of  Kingennie,  or  his  great  nephew,  the  sou  of  James, 

the  clerk  {ib.  1627). 

4  So  again  she  is  not  named  with  her  brothers  and  sister  (R.A.D.  61),  though  she  is  a  party  to  the  discharge 

in  respect  of  the  estate  of  their  brother  William,  2  Feb.  1604  (S.W.  157). 
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Fart  ii.  dated  5  June  1583,  when  she  agrees  with  her  brother  David  to  give  him  a  cloak  on 

Chap.  ir.  j.jjg  ^ay  0£  ker  marriage,  while  he  promises  to  pay  her  two  "  crownes  of  the  sone  "  in 

event  of  her  not  marrying  within  the  j'ear  (D.P.B.  229).  She  must  have  married  soon 
after,  as  1 9  Oct.  in  the  same  year  she  is  spoken  of  as  the  future  wife  of  Peter  (son 
of  Peter)  Clayhills  (D.B. R.  268),  and  thereafter  she  and  her  husband  are  often 
named,  e.g.,  21  May  1589  (D.P.I!.  277),  when  they  grant  an  annual-rent  out  of 
Ballisak  to  George  Lindsay  and  Grisild  Wedderburn,  his  wife  (ante,  p.  25).  They 
had  with  other  issue  a  son,  Alexander,  on  whom  settlements  were  made  20  Oct.  1595 
and  28  March  1597  (D.P.B.  304  6,  310),  and  who  was  ultimately  returned  heir  to 
his  father  15  April  1612  (S.W.  175  ;  R.D.  32).  Peter  Clayhills,  "  my  gude  brother," 
is  occasionally  named  in  David  Wedderburn's  Compt  Buik  (D.W.3,  14  a).1  He  and 
his  wife  got  sasine  of  a  North  Seagait  land,  28  Feb.  1598  (D.P.B.  327),  and  are 
named  as  granting  a  discharge,  27  May  1602  (ib.  348  a).  He  was  a  bailie  in 
Dundee  (D.B.R.  402).  The  year  of  his  death  is  not  fixed,  but  it  was  before 
3  June  1609,  the  date  of  a  bond  in  which  his  wife  is  named  as  his  relict  (R  D.  33). 
She  was  living  15  April  1612  (S.W.  175),  and  is  no  doubt  the  Margaret  Wedder- 
burn, not  designed,  who  is  named  in  the  Dundee  records  1603-17  (D.B.R.,  vols, 
xxii.-v.),  e.g.  26  July  1617,  when  she  gets  a  decree  for  the  maills  of  a  house  of 
which  she  had  the  life-rent  (D.B.R.  400'i).  She  died  20  Sept.  1617,  and  is  referred 
to  as  deceased  18  Nov.  1617,  when  her  daughter,  Helen  Clayhills,  is  named  as  her 
executrix  (D.BR.  402).  She  was  buried  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee  under  a  tomb, 
upon  which  was  an  inscription,  partly  legible  as  follows  in  1834  : — 

•  •  •  ■  dormit "  rnatrona  ■  omni  "  virtute  ■  insignis  ■  Margareta  "  Wedderburn  'conjunx  •  viri '  probissimi 
•  Petri  '  Clayhills  •  ■  •  •  urbis  ....  obiit  die  xx  .  .  .  tembris  anno  rerre  Christiana?  ....  DCXVii 
tetatis  svre  lv.3 

2.  Katharine  "Wedderburn,"  youngest  daughter  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and 
Janet  Myln,  was  born  about  1575-76.  She  was  certainly  between  fourteen  and  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  in  1590  when,  1  July,  she  got  curators  (D.B.R.  281).  The  earliest 
mentions  of  her  are  in  1584,  the  date  of  a  settlement  on  her  by  her  father,  referred 
to  in  the  Compt  Buik  of  her  brother  David  (D.W.  lie)  and  1585-87,  when  she  is 
named  in  regard  to  her  share  in  her  parents'  estates  (D.W.  12  a;  Ed.T.  5,  6).4 
She  was  twice  married. 

(i.)  in  1594  to  William  Duncan,  surgeon,  burgess  of  Dundee,  son  and  heir 
of  the  late  Findlay  Duncan,  also  surgeon  there  (by  his  wife,  Margaret  Kinloch). 
The  marriage  contract,  dated  11  April  1594,  is  referred  to  in  an  entry  registered 
1 1  May  in  that  year,  and  written  by  Alexander  Wedderburn  the  clerk,  recording 
the  return  of  William  Duncan  as  heir  to  his  late  father  in  a  South  Argylegait  tene- 
ment, which  he  thereupon  settles  on  Katharine  Wedderburn,  "  my  sister  german," 
his  future  spouse  (D.P.B.  296).  She  and  her  husband  are  often  named  together, 
e.g.,  21  May  1596,  where  they  grant  a  discharge  to  William  Graham  of  Baldovie 
for  1,000  merks  for  redemption  of  part  of  Lumlathine  (D.P.B.  309) ;  25  June  1601, 
16  Dec.  1603,  when  they  get  sasine  of  certain  South  Argylegait  lands  (ib.  341,  354). 
She  joins  in  the  discharge,  2  Feb.  1604,  by  her  and  her  brothers  and  sisters  in 
respect  of  their  brother  William's  estate  (S.W.  157),  and  her  husband  was  party  to 
the  curious  contract  in  regard  to  his  death  (R.A.D.  6 1  and  see  ante,  p.  119).  She  is 
named  as  spouse  to  William  Duncan,  chirurgeon,  in  a  decree  which  she  obtained 
3  Feb.  1604  (D.B.R.  345  b)  and  they  are  both  named,  1  June  1607,  as  granters  of  a 

1  Margaret  is  often  named  in  her  brother's  MS.,  e.g.,  8g,  10  c  buys  lint  9  Sept.  1595,  14  de,  15  del-, 
when  she  is  godmother  to  his  daughter  Janet  (1598)  and  his  sons  David  (1599)  and  Henry  (1610). 
James  Thomson  in  his  book,  "An  Account  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Antiquities  of  Dundee  "  (p.  v.,  Dundee, 
1830),  makes  Margaret  a  daughter  of  David  of  the  Compt  Buik.  He  also  says  that  her  husband  was 
the  ancestor  of  the  Innergowrie  family,  having  bought  the  lands  of  Innergowrie  from  Patrick  Gray 
in  about  1600. 

-  See  for  a  fuller  account  and  illustration  of  this  stone  and  the  inscription  on  it,  post,  the  chapter  in  the 
Howff.  J. W.  in  his  printed  memoir  refers  to  the  inscription,  but  gives  the  year  as  1616  and  conse- 
quently puts  her  birth  in  1561. 

3  Synopsis  of  references.  S.W.  157,  194  ;  D.W".  8g-,  10  c,  11  e  1,12  a,  14  df,  15  df;  D.C.  62  ;  D.P.B.  296, 
309,  341,  354,  401,  403.  409,  417,  418  ;  D.B.R.  281,  345  6,  390,  410,  421,  440,  450  ;  G.S.R.  77,  84  -r 
R.P.C.  44,  46  ;  R.P.S.  30  ;  R.D.  31,  35,  37,  41,  106,  107  ;  R.A.D.  61  ;  P.B.N.  8,  10, 

*  See  also  D.W.  8  g.  10  c  buys  lint  9  Sept.  1595,  11  b,  for  other  references  to  her  1586,  1594-97,  and  14  df, 
15  df,  1598,  1600,  when  she  stood  godmother  to  David's  daughters,  Janet  and  Katharen. 
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bond  registered  some  years  later  (R.D.  31).     William  Duncan  died  in  May  1608'  Partn. 
set.  52,  and  was  buried  in  the  Hovvff  of  Dundee  (see  below),  having  had  issue  by  chaP-  "» 
Katharine  Wedderburn  two  sous,  William  and  James  Duncan,1  and  two  daughters, 
Helen  who  married  William  Ferguson,  son  (by  his  first  wife,  Eupham  Kinloch),  to 
her   mother's   second  husband    (see   below),    and  Margaret   who  married,    about 
Nov.-Dec.  1619,  James  Kyd  (D.P.B   401  ;  P.H.N.  8). 

(ii.)  1609-10,  William  Ferguson,  bailie  and  dean  of  gild  in  Dundee.  This 
marriage  is  proved  by  a  bond,  21  May  1609,  to  her,  in  which  she  is  called  relict 
of  William  Duncan  and  no  reference  is  made  to  her  being  again  a  wife  (R.D.  37), 
and  by  a  discharge  by  her  dated  22  Feb.  1610,  and  registered  25  Jan.  1615, 
in  which  she  is  described  as  "  relict  of  umquhill  William  Duncan  and  now  spouse 
of  Mr.  William  Ferguson,  dean  of  gild"  (D.B.R.  390).  She  and  her  second 
husband  are  often  mentioned,  e.g.,  14  July  1610,  in  a  discharge  by  them  as  tutors 
to  the  children  of  her  first  marriage  (R.D.  35);  21  July  1610,  a  bond  to  them 
and  her  son,  James  Duncan  (R.D.  41) ; 18  July  1611,  when  they  get  a  remission  for 
taking  over  ten  per  cent,  annual  rent  (G.S.R.  77) ;  and  13  Feb.  1612,  in  a  complaint 
by  them  v.  Crichton  of  Cluny,  who  owed  Catharine  2,000  merks  (R.P.C.  44).-  In 
1614,  25-28  June,  they  bought  the  estate  of  Balbeuchlie,  co.  Forfar  from  James 
Scrymgeour  of  Fardill,  by  charter,  confirmed  under  the  great  seal  7  Feb.  1615 
(G.S.R.  84  ;  R.P.S.  30),  sasine  being  given  17  March  following  (D.P.B.  403). 
Soon  after,  18  Sept.,  27  Oct.  1617,  Ferguson  charged  this  property  with  an 
annual  rent  of  400  merks  in  favour  of  his  daughter  (by  his  second  marriage) 
Magdalen  (S.W.  194  ;  D.P.B.  418),  perhaps  in  view  of  the  marriage  of  William,  his 
son  (by  his  first  marriage)  and  heir  apparent,  with  his  step-daughter,  Helen  Duncan, 
on  whom  he  settled  some  property  in  Dundee  (D  P.B.  409)  and  the  whole  estate  of 
Balbeuchlie,  subject  to  his  own  and  his  wife's  life  rent  and  to  the  above  charge 
(D.P.B.  417-18).  He  also  settled,  23  Jan.  1622,  a  South  Murraygait  land  on  his 
wife  for  life,  and  on  their  daughter  Magdalen  heritably  (P.B.N.  10).  He  is  named, 
28  Jan.  1625,  in  a  decree  to  him  and  his  wife  for  the  maills  of  their  South 
Argylegait  house  (D.B.R.  410),  but  died  before  26  May  1629,  the  date  of  a  bond 
made  by  Catharine  Wedderburn,  "  relict  of  Mr.  William  Ferguson,"  to  Robert  Clay 
hills  (R.D.  107).  Catharine  herself  is  named  in  a  bond  to  her,  1631,  by  Sir  John 
Ogilvy  of  Innerquharitie  (R.D.  106);  in  a  claim,  1633,  against  her  by  Robert 
Clayhills,  no  doubt  in  regard  to  the  bond  of  1629  (D.C.  62),  and  in  a  discharge, 
1639,  by  her  daughter,  Magdalen  Ferguson,  "relict  of  Alexander  Lyne  and  now 
wife  of  John  Duncan"  (D.B.R.  440).  She  is  named  14  Sept.  1640,  when  she  got 
a  decree  in  her  favour  (D.B.R.  421), 3  and  was  living  in  April  1644,  as  her  brother 
James,  in  his  will  of  that  date,  leaves  a  legacy  to  "my  sister  Catharine"  (Br.T.  13). 
She  died,  however,  before  10  Jan.  1649  when  there  is  a  decree  v.  James  Kyde, 
"  executer  of  his  mother-in-law,  Catharine  Wedderburn,  deceased  "  (D.B.R.  450). 
She  was  buried,  according  to  what  seems  to  have  been  a  common  custom,  with  her 
first  husband,  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee,  in  a  tomb  on  which  the  following  inscription 
is  still  legible4  : — 

"  Hie  '  rlormit  ■  honorabilis  vir  '  Gvlielmvs  ■  Dvncane  '  medievs  '  eivis  •  de  ■  Dvnde  "  qvi  ■  obiit  ■  die  ■ 
maii  '  rneusis  ■  Anno  ■  1608  ■  a:tatis  "  svse  "  52. 

Heir  ■  lyis  '  alswa  ■  ane  ■  Godlie  ■  and  ■  honorabil  ■  vornan  ■  Katherin  '  Vedderbvm  '  qvha  '  departit  * 
this  "  lyif  '  ye  •    ....    ■  day  •  of  '    ....     ■  16  .   . 

There  is  a  curious  memorial  of  Catharine  Wedderburn's  first  marriage  in  the 
form  of  a  small  pewter  box  or  casket,  which  once  belonged  to  her,  and  of  which 
an  illustration  is  given  at  the  end  of  this  chapter.  This  box  is  in  the  form  of  a 
sphere  with  a  raised  moulding  running  round  its  greatest  circumference.  The 
names  of  the  months  are  on  one  hemisphere,  and  on  the  other  are  thirty-one  radial 

1  Mr.  A.  H.  Millar  in  his  Roll  of  the  Eminent  Burgesses  of  Dundee  says  that  there  was  another  son,  John 

lmncan  (see  post,  s.  the  account  of  the  Howff  of  Dundee).  Mr.  Millar  also  states  that  from  William 
Duncan  and  Catharine  "Wedderburn  descended  the  Duncans  of  Lundie,  Earls  of  Camperdown,  but  I 
have  not  verified  this  statement. 

2  A  similar  complaint  by  her  v.  David  Spalding  is  registered  25  Oct.  1615  (R.P.C.  46). 
11  She  is  only  designed  as  in  South  Argylegait  in  this  entry. 

4  For  a  fuller  account  and  illustration  of  this  monument  see  post,  the  chapter  on  the  Howff  of  Dundee. 
The  date  of  Catharine  Wedderburn's  death  looks  like  1610,  a  certain  error,  due  perhaps  to  a  recutting 
of  the  stone. 
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divisions,  while  on  the  centre  moulding  is  incised  the  name  Duncane,  with  the 
initials  C(hirurgeon)  W(illiam)  Duncan,  the  arms  of  the  Duncans  of  Lundie, 
together  with  the  name  "  Wedderburne  "  the  initials  C(atherine)  W(edderburn), 
the  arms  of  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie,  and  the  date  1600.  The  letters  S.J.S.  also 
appear  on  the  casket,  and  probably  refers  to  Sir  James  Scrymgeour  of  Dudhope,  who 
was  provost  of  Dundee  1593 — 1609.1 


CATHAKINE  WEDDERBURN  S  CASKET. 


1  The  curio  was  unearthed  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Simpson,  a  collector,  of  Dundee,  in  1S88,  and  was  exhibited  to 
the  Society  of  Scottish  Antiquaries  in  March  of  that  year,  when  a  description  of  it  was  read  by 
Mr.  A.  H.  Millar,  F.S  A.  Scot.  An  account  of  it,  with  the  above  illustration,  was  printed  in  the 
Dundee  Advertiser  of  17  March  1888,  in  which  Katherine  Wedderburn  was  wrongly  described  as  a  sister 
of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness.  The  original  use  of  the  box  seems  to  have  puzzled  the 
antiquarians.  Some  suggest  that  it  was  a  cash  box,  others  a  "  pomanda  box,"  and  others  that  it  was 
part  of  a  sun-dial.  It  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Anstruther  (Miss  Morison  Duncan)  of 
Naughton,  co.  Fife. 


ALEXANDER   WEDDERBURN 

FIRST  OF   KINGENNIE. 

B.  1561,  D.  1626. 


PART     II. 

Chapter     III. 

Alexander  Wedderburn,  first  of  Kingennie  (eldest  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn 
and  Janet  Myln)  town  clerk  of  Dundee  1582 — 1626. 

With    an   account   of  his   children,    other    than    his    two    eldest    sons,    Alexander   (post, 
Chap.  IV.)  and  James  (post,  Part  III).     See  tabular  pedigree,  p.  131. 

Alexander  Wedderburn  [1561 — 1626],1  afterwards  of  Kingennie,  eldest  son  of  Part  n. 
Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Myln,  was  born,  no  doubt,  at  Dundee  in  1561.  This  is  chaP-  m- 
fully  shown  by  the  inscription  on  his  picture  by  Jamieson,2  which  states  that  he  was  sixty- 
four  in  1625,  as  well  as  by  his  admission  as  notary  which  relates  that  he  was  twenty-two 
in  1583  (D.P.B.  242),  and  by  a  note  at  the  end  of  one  of  his  protocol  books  (vol.  265), 
which  runs  "  set.  suae,  a°  1616,  55  "  (post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  240). 3  The  earliest  references  to  him 
are  in  a  contract,  16  May  1575,  by  which  his  parents  and  he,  "Alexander  Wedderburn, 
younger,  thair  sone  and  appeirand  air,"  are  to  be  infeft  in  an  annual  rent  out  of  Wester 
Gourdie  for  a  payment  of  600  merks  (S.W.  29),  and  two  years  later,  30  Dec.  1577,  in  the 
excambion  of  property  between  him  and  his  brother  Robert  (S.W.  35-37  ;  D.W.  11  h,  12  A). 
He  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  157S  (S.A.R.  10),  but  there  is  no  entry  of  his  taking 
his  degree  there,  though  the  prefix  of  "  magister,"  by  which  he  is  always  distinguished, 
e.g.,  1580-81,  when  he  is  occasionally  named  as  a  witness  to  transactions  (S.W.  39-40  ; 
D.P.B.  214,  222;  D.G.R.  2;  G.S.R.  44,  45),  implies  that  he  did  so.  On  8  May  1582, 
when  he  had,  probably,  just  come  of  age,  he  was  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  burgh 
by  the  privilege  of  his  father  (D.L.B.  26),  who,  a  few  months  later,  20  Sept.  in  the  same 
year,  "  resignit  and  demittit  "  his  office  of  clerk  to  the  bailies  sitting  in  court,  whereupon 
according  to  the  tenor  of  a  letter  subscribed  by  the  council,  they  elected  his  sou  their 
clerk,  retaining  the  father  as  clerk  substitute  for  life  (S.W.  43  ;  D.B.R.  262)  ;  a  passing 
on  of  the  office  which  occurred  more  than  once  in  the  family,  and  is  indicative  of  its 
importance  in  the  burgh.  The  father,  as  we  have  seen,  only  survived  some  three  years, 
long  enough,  however,  to  see  his  eldest  son  married  at  the  close  of  1582  (see  below)  and 
admitted  a  notary  at  Edinburgh,  1  June  1583  (D.P.B.  242).  Meanwhile  we  find  the  son 
spoken  of  as  clerk  of  Dundee,  e.g.,  12  Feb.  1585,  when  his  brother  Robert  grants  him  a 
discharge  (R.D.  1). 

He  seems  to  have  almost  at  once  entered  with  activity  into  the  affairs  of  the  burgh. 
The  first  pages  of  the  Lockit  Buik  of  Dundee  are  in  his  hand,  and  contain  a  roll  of  the 
burgesses  from  1513-82,  which  he  must  have  compiled  from  some  earlier  materials.  An 
eloquent  Latin  inscription  which  he  inscribed  on  the  title  page  will  be  found  post,  vol.  ii., 

'  Synopsis  of  Beferences :— S.W.  12, 13,  23  n,  29,  35-37,  39-40,  43,  45,  50-53,  54,  55,  57-59,  63-67,  68  b, 
69-70,  72-74,  75-89,  93-98,  100,  104-5,  107-9.  110-45,  147-52,  154-58,  160-62,  164-201,  203,  204,  206, 
207,  209-11,  215-17,  218  6-23,  225-27,  232,  234,  237-39,  249-50,  254,  257-59,  290,  296-97,  302,  600, 
667-68;  Bl.P.  2  m,  12,  13,  23,  24;  D.W.  2  a,  3,  806,  9  o,  10  6c,  11  clopt,  I2fhi,  IZach,  liabeh, 
15  abehlv,  16*,  17  g,  19  a,  21  e  ;  J.W.  104,  105/ ;  S.A.R.  10;  D.C.  36-39,  42,  43,  47-48,  50,  51,  55, 
59  ;  D.L.B.  26,  36,  37,  44  ;  D  P.B.  214,  216-18,  222,  223/,  240,  242,  256,  259-61,  266,  283,  28Sa,  315, 
317  a  be,  318,  320-22.  339  6,  344  a  5,  365,  374,  376,  389,  395,  404,  407,  411,  413-14,  417,  423  6,  428, 
431,  439,  441,  449,  466,  472.  487;  D.B.R.  vol.  ie,  262,  264,  292,  296,  299,  303,  304,  309,  334,  337, 
350,  369,  372,  383,  385,  388,  392,  395,  399,  405,  407  e ;  D.P.B.  28,  31,  33,  34,  36,  37,  39,  44  ;  D.D.  3, 
29  ;  D.G.K.  2,  4  ;  D.R.S.  12  ;  G.S.R.  44-51,  58-60,  63,  65,  66,  69-70,  72,  74,  75,  78,  80-88,  90,  92,  93,  95, 
97,  101,104,  144,  and  see  vol.  1 634-51,  §§  310,  1163,  1177,2076;  R.P  C.  15-18,  20,  22,27-29,31.  33-36, 
48,  49,  51,  52,  54,  56,  58  ;  A.P.S.  2-14 ;  R.P.S.  26,  33  ;  G.R.S.  1,  6  ;  F.S.  1-3,  66  ;  R.D.  1,  3,  7,  10, 
21  06,  31,  32,  42,  44,  50,  53,  59,  63,  64,  69,  72-76,  80,  84,  86-SS,  90-91,  99,  111,  115, 124, 128  ;  R.A.D. 
24,  31,  32,  34,  37,  40,  43,  45,  46,  50,  61,  62,  65,  163  ;  Br.T.  1,  2  ;  S.A.T.  1  ;  P.B.N.  5,  6  a  b,  7,  8,  10, 
11-13,  16.  19,  20,  22,  23.  See  also  MonMeth  Par.  Reg.  ;  Reg.  de  Pannure;  Aberd.  Council  lieg.,  cited 
post,  p.  124,  n.  1. 

2  This  portrait  is  at  Birkhill  ;  and  a  similar  one  is  at  Meredith,  a  reproduction  of  which  faces  this  page. 

The  condition  of  the  Birkhill  picture  made  it  impossible  to  get  a  good  photograph  from  it.  It  is, 
however,  the  most  authentic  portrait,  as  that  at  Meredith  is  only  a  copy,  made  in  1800,  from  an 
earlier  picture  which  fell  into  decay.  A  copy  of  the  Meredith  picture  is  in  my  possession.  The  Arms 
are  not  shown  in  the  Birkhill  picture,  as  they  are  in  that  at  Meredith,  on  which  the  letters  M.A.W.  stand 
of  course  for  Magister  Alexander  Wedderburn. 

3  He  seems  to  have  begun  to  help  his  father  early.     Thus  he  is  witness  to  the  will  of  Catharine  Campbell, 

Countess  of  Crawford,  at  Dundee  18  June  1578  (Crawford  Charters),  and  Vol.  15  of  the  Burgh  and 
Head  Court  Records,  1580-82,  is  in  his  hand. 
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Part  II.      p.  198,  while  a  facsimile  of  his  beautiful  signature  beneath  it  is  given  opp.  p.  192  (vol.  ii.). 

Chap.  III.  j-[e  js  continually  named  as  clerk,  notary,  witness,  writer  of  documents,  etc.,  as  well  as  on 
many  other  minor  occasions  from  1582  to  1626,  but  as  these  entries  are  of  little  importance 
they  are  briefly  summarized  below.1  Facsimiles  of  his  endorsements  on,  and  his  notarial 
symbol  and  signatures  to,  various  documents  will  be  found  in  the  second  volume  opp.  pp. 
5,  13,  24,  32,  187,  and  192, 2  while  there  are  examples  of  his  seal,  bearing  the  family  arms, 
attached  to  several  documents,  e.g.  D.C.  39,  50. 

Fourteen  of  his  protocol  books,3  ranging  from  1582 — 1624,  are  extant  in  the  Dundee 
charter  room,  while  yet  another  book  there  (vol.  266)  is  by  his  clerk  substitute,  Thomas 
Wichtaue.  Many  of  the  clerk's  books  are  inscribed,  like  those  of  his  father  and  uncle, 
with  mottoes  and  quotations.  Thus,  the  epitaph  of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  "  Regibus 
orta,  auxi  reges,"  etc.,  is  written  in  Latin  and  English  on  the  first  leaf  of  vols.  253,  255, 
264-65,  while  in  others  are  "In  my  defence  God  me  defend,  and  bring  my  soul  to  ane 
guid  end  "  (vol.  254)  ;  "Amen,  per  me,  Wedderburne  "  (vol.  258) ;  and  "Timor  Domini 
est  incipium  sapientiae  "  (vol.  260).  Similarly  in  some  of  the  Burgh  Court  Books  of  his 
time  we  find  him  writing  "  0  guid  God  be  merciful  unto  me,  Imprent  thy  fear  in  my  hairt  " 
(vol.  15),  and  again  (vol.  26)  "Finis  coronat  opus." 

His  public  life  was  not  confined  to  Dundee,  though  much  connected  with  it.  As  early 
as  1  Dec,  1585  he  had  represented  the  burgh  in  the  Scottish  Parliament  (A.P.S.  I),4 
and  later  on,  1593 — 1621,  he  was  its  representative  from  time  to  time  for  nearly  thirty 
vears,  so  that  his  name  is  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  Acts  of  the  Parliaments  of 
Scotland  and  in  the  Register  of  the  Privy  Council.  Thus,  18  Jan.  1593-94,  he  is 
commissioner  for  Dundee  (R.P.C.  16  ;  A.P.S.  3),  and  again  3  March  1596-97  and  26  April 
1604  (R.P.C.  18  ;  A.P.S.  4,  5).5  On  2  July  1604  he  was  named  among  the  "  merchandis  "6 
as  one  of  the  commissioners  in  regard  to  a  union  between  Scotland  and  England  (A.P.S. 
6),  and  he  is  one  of  the  signatories  to  the  treaty,  6  Dec.  1604  (R.P.C.  31).7  He  was  in 
London  at  the  beginning  of  1605,  where,  1  Jan.,  he  wrote  and  witnessed  a  precept  of 
clare  constat  in  favour  of  Thomas  Ramsay  (D.C.  42).  but  must  have  left  soon  after  as  he 
was  a  commissioner  for  Dundee  to  the  convention  of  burghs  in  June  of  that  year  (D.D.  29  ; 
R.P.C.  33  ;  A.P.S.  7).  Perhaps  it  was  on  his  departure  home  on  this  occasion  that  the 
King,  with  whom  he  was  in  high  favour,  presented  him  with  the  ring,  still  in  possession 
of  the  family,  together  with  two  bracelets  which  have  unfortunately  been  lost.s     The 

1  See  for  these  S. W.  23  ra,  50,  51,  58,  63,  65,  66,  67,  96,  100,  104,  110,  111,  113-17,  119,  120,  148.  154,  164, 

169,  176  182,  183  (bond  to  him),  184,  190-91  (discharges  to  him),  194, 195  (discharge),  196,  203.  207, 
2U9  (discharge),  211,  218  4,  219  (discharge;,  297,  600  (2);D.W.  11  en,  12  /,  13  ch,  17  g  ;  D.C.  34,  38,  39, 
48  (sigus  contract  for  deacons  of  crafts),  50  ;  D.P.B.  223  t\  240,  256,  261,  283,  339  b,  374,  389.  411, 
413,  414,  417,  423  4,  424.  428,  431  ;  D.H.R.  vol.  ie,  309,  337,  383,  385  (a  doubtful  entry)  ;  D.C.B.  34, 
36  ;  D.R.S.  12  (signs  piermaster's  accounts)  ;  D.G.R.  4  ;  G.S.R.  46  (witness  at  Fiudowrie),  47,  48 
(at  Balnabreich),  49,  50,  58,  59,  60,  63,  65,  66  (consents  to  a  resignation),  69  (at  Edzell),  70,  72,  74,  75, 
80-83,  85-88,  90,  92,  93,  95,  98.  101,  104  (clerk  of  Aberdeen  [sic  ],  witness,  1621),  and  §§  310,  1163, 
1177,  2076  of  the  lately  issued  vol.  1634-51  ;  R.P.C.  15,  17,  20,  27,  29,  35  ;  F.S.  1,  2,  3  ;  R.D.  3,  31, 
42  (witness),  50,  63  (bonds  to  him),  69,  72  (bond),  80  (bond),  84  (discharge  by  hini),  88  (bonds  to 
him)  ;  R.A.D.  24  ;  P.B.N.  6  a  6,  7,  8,  10,  12,  13.  See  also  Monilieth  Par.  Rey..  11  April  1584,  when  he 
witnesses  a  baptism  ;  Iieg.de  Pamnure,  p.  364,  where,  23  April  1602,  he  witnesses  a  charter  by  David 
Maullof  Both  ;  Alierd.  Council  Reg.  1570 — 1625  (Spald.  Club,  ed.  ii.,  201),  where  he  is  named  16  July 
1604  ;  and  Reg.  Episc.  Brenh.,  p.  439,  when  he  signs  a  taxt  roll  21  Jan.  1613. 

2  See  S.W,  12,  13,  96,  104,  162,  164,  192,  194-95,  211,  and  Bl.  2  n. 

3  Vols.  250,  252,  253,  2S4,  255.  256,  257,  258,  259,  260,  263,  264,  265,  268.     See  the  note  on  each  of  them 

in  vol.  ii.  Four  protocol  books  of  his  and  of  his  son  James  were  ordered  to  be  transumed  5  Dee. 
1633  (D.D.  3). 

4  See  as  to  this  ante,  p.  75,  n.  2. 

5  See  also  R.P.C.  22,  where  (1602)  "  Mr.  Rohert  Wedderburn,  clerk,"  named  in  a  list  of  commissioners  for 

settling  disputes  between  Perth  and  Dundee,  is,  of  course,  an  error  for  Alexander. 

6  Thus  in   Sir  George  Mackenzie's   Treatise  on   Heraldry   (Works  ii.,    p.    652,   ed.  1716),  Mr.  Alexander 

Wedderburn,  merchant,  is  named  as  one  of  the  commissioners  in  1604. 

7  Of  this  treaty  three  copies  were  signed,  of  one  of  which,  that  at  the  Register  House  in  Edinburgh,  a 

facsimile  is  given  in  a  volume  of  "  National  MSS.  of  Scotland  "  (III.,  85).  There  is  another  copy  at 
Ham  House,  Petersham,  Surrey,  in  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Dysart,  which  I  have  inspected  on 
several  occasions.  The  clerk's  signature  to  it  is  a  fine  one,  and  his  seal  is  quite  perfect.  No  mention 
of  this  copy  of  the  treaty  is  made  by  the  editor  of  the  Register  of  the  Privy  Council  (VII.,  xxix. 
req.  9),  though  he  speaks  of  an  injured  copy  at  the  Record  Office  in  London. 
s  This  ring  is  at  Birkhill.  It  is  of  gold  decorated  with  black  enamel  and  five  diamonds  set  in  five  squares, 
which  form  an  equal-armed  cross.  It  is,  I  think,  the  "  reigne  with  fyve  diamond  sparks  "  named  in 
the  inventory  of  the  estate  of  Alexander,  fourth  of  Kingeunie,  in  1692  (S.W.  500).  Kiugennie  is 
seen  wearing  both  ring  and  bracelets  in  the  Birkhill  and  Meredith  pictures.  The  bracelets  were  also 
at  Birkhill  in  the  early  part  of  this  century,  but  were  afterwards  lost ;  it  does  not  appear  how. 
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clerk's  merits  aud  his  constant  intimacy  with  his  sovereign  are  thus  recorded  by  Edward,  Part  H. 
the  historian  of  Angus  (J.W.  107),  and  minister  of  the  parish  of  Murroes  in  which  chaP-  I1E 
Kingennie  is  situated  : — "Ex  perantiqua  Wedderburnorum  stemmate  (he  writes  in  1678) 
Alexander  Wedderburn  pullulavit,  qui  in  prudentia  politica  salutarrima  tantus  evasit,  ut 
ilium  rex  serenissimus  Jacobus  sextus  ad  intima  maximique  momenti  consilia  saepius 
invitatum,  ultimum  amplectaretur,  regalliterque  remuneratum  demitterat  "  (J.W.  107).1 
He  was  again  commissioner  for  Dundee  in  1606  and  1607  (D.C.B.  31  ;  A.P.S.  8,  9),  in  which 
year,  20  Jan.,  he  was  summoned  to  appear  before  the  Privy  Council  re  the  municipal  troubles 
in  Dundee  (R.P.C.  34) ;  and  in  1609  aud  1612  he  was  also  in  parliament,  and  on  different 
commissions  anent  penal  statutes,  taxation,  and  women  (D.C.B.  33;  R.P.C.  36;  A.P.S. 
10-12).  In  1613,  June  29,  the  town  council  elected  him  their  only  commissioner  before 
the  Privy  Council  in  regard  to  a  claim  by  one  Patrick  Gordon,  aud  also  commissioner  for 
them  at  the  next  general  convention  (D.C  B.  37).  In  1616  we  find  him,  again  com- 
missioner for  Dundee,  named  as  reporting  to  the  King  on  wool  manufacture  (R.P  C.  48), 
and  also  re  the  roads  between  Perth  and  Dundee  (ib.  49)  ;  while  in  the  next  year,  1617-18, 
he  is  on  commissions  for  verifying  weights  and  measures,  for  the  plantation  of  kirks,  and 
re  disputes  with  foreign  vessels  (R.P.C.  52,  54  ;  A.P.S.  13).  The  last  year  in  which  he  is 
named  as  in  parliament  is  1621,  when.  1  June,  he  is  on  commissions  for  the  plantation  of 
kirks  and  "  anent  moneyis  "  (A.P.S.  14),  and,  25  July,  votes  in  favour  of  the  ratification  of 
the  five  articles  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Kirk  in  1618,  in  favour  of  kneeling  at  the 
sacrament,  private  communion,  baptism,  confirmation  of  the  bishops,  and  the  observance 
of  certain  days  as  holidays. 

His  political  duties  must  have  taken  him  a  good  deal  away  from  the  burgh,  and  it 
may  be  for  this  reason  that,  in  1604,  July  17,  he  obtained  a  gift  of  the  clerkship  to  his 
second  son  James  in  event  of  his  own  death  or  inability  (D.C.B.  28),2  upon  which 
he  to  some  extent  acted  14  Nov.  1617,  when  being  "  employed  to  attend  the  winter  session 
in  his  Majesty's  service,"  and  being  "careful  that  in  his  absence  his  office  be  served,"  he 
appoints  his  son  James  as  his  depute  and  substitute  "  (D.C.B.  44). 3 

There  are,  however,  many  references  to  him  as  clerk  and  otherwise  in  close  connection 
with  the  affairs  of  his  burgh  and  country.  Thus,  15  March  1603,  there  is  an  action  v. 
him  and  another  as  procurators  fiscal  for  Forfar  (R.A.D.  46) ;  16  May  1604,  he  is  one  of 
several  inhabitants  of  Dundee  named  in  a  bond  of  caution  (R.P.C.  28) ;  7  Feb.  1614,  he 
is  on  assize  (D.B.R.  388) ;  and,  30  May  1617,  he  receives  the  King  on  his  visiting  Dundee 
with  a  speech  in  English  (R  P.C.  51).  There  are  also  several  entries  in  regard  to  actions 
against  him  in  his  capacity  of  clerk  for  the  production  of  documents,  e.g.,  6  March  1594, 
24  Nov.  1599,  29  July  1600,  19  July  1613,  6  Feb.  1616,  and  4  July  1618  (R.A.I).  31, 
37,  40,  62,  65,  while  precepts  are  occasionally  directed  to  him,  e.g.,  21  March  1621, 
to  infeft  Sir  John  Scrymgeour  of  Dudope  as  heir  to  his  grandfather  in  Kirktoun  of 
Stradichty  (P.B.N.  5).4  He  was  also,  13  Sept.  1620,  appointed  by  the  Privy  Council  a 
commissioner  with  Lindsay  of  Pitscandlie  to  hold  a  Court  in  Brechin  for  the  trial  of 
Andrew  Taylor  for  witchcraft  (R.P.C.  56 ).5 

1  Among  various  papers  in  possession  of  the  late  Mr.   A.   C.   Lamb  of  Dundee  was  a  copy  of  a  letter 

addressed  by  one  James  Wynrame  to  Kingennie,  which  shows  the  influential  position  he  occupied.  It 
is  as  follows  : — Sir, — I  humlie  intreat  you  to  furdir  my  Lo  :  Carnegy  heir  to  accept  this  vacant  place 
whereof  his  Matie  thinkis  him  most  worthie  and  has  send  him  his  patent.  I  cannot  tell  you  how 
angrie  my  Mr  is  of  his  Lordship's  (slowness  ?).  This  in  haste,  rests  your  obbed1  Serv'  James  Wynrame. 
This  penult  June  1616.  Addressed  : — "  To  ye  Ryt  Honbl°  M1'  Alexr  Wedderburne  of  Kyngany,  Clerk 
of  Dundie,  yis  in  haste."  There  is  another  letter,  3  Nov.  1619,  from  Kingennie  to  the  Laird  of  Edzell 
in  the  Earl  of  Crawford's  Charter  Chest  of  which  I  have  no  copy. 

2  A  letter  from  the  King  to  the  commissioners  of  burghs,  29  March  1604,  re  the  nomination  of  his  eldest 

son  Alexander  as  clerk  in  event  of  his  death,  which  is  given  in  full  post,  p.  142-43,  seems  somewhat 
inconsistent  with  this  (S.W.  158).  Perhaps,  as  his  fortune  increased,  Kingennie  determined  to 
divide  property  and  office  between  his  two  elder  sons. 

■•  He  had  on  a  previous  occasion.  19  April  1614,  appointed  Mr.  John  Dynmuir,  notary,  his  substitute 
(D.C.B.  29). 

■*  On  this,  as  on  many  other  occasions,  he  is  called  "  elder  "  in  distinction  from  his  son.  See  also  P.B.N.  6  ot  b. 
Minor  references  to  him  occur,  1  Aug.  1604,  when  he  is  cautioner  ;  24  June  1614,  discharge  to  him  ; 
28  May  1618,  he  ratifies  an  alienation  by  David,  Lord  Scone  (R.D.  10, 44,  64).  Maelaren  in  his  History 
of  Dundee,  pp.  251-53,  gives  a  list  of  provosts  including  "  1598 — Wedderburn,"  but  this  is  an  error. 

5  He  is  also  named  13  May  1618,  when  he  and  his  eldest  son  are  curators  to  the  children  of   James 

Nicolsone,  parson   of  Megill  (D.B.R.  405);  4  July  1618,   when   there  is   an  action  v.  him  by  the 

Stewarts  of  Orchiltree,   and  Peter  Balmanno  of  Torlonzie,    for   the   production   of    writs   in   his 

custody  (R.A.D.,  vol.  319,  s.d.  orig.  record)  ;  and  16  May  1620,  when  he  is  a  tutor  testamentar  to 

•    the  children  of  Thomas  Bruutfield  (S.W.  206). 
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Part  II.  He  is,  of  course,  often  mentioned  in  connection  with  other  members  of  his  family.     I 

Chap.  ill.  jiave  a]reac]y  dealt  with  some  of  the  numerous  references  to  him  in  the  Comjjt  Buik  of  his 
brother  David,  with  whom  he  had  several  dealings1  (D.W.  2  a,  3,8  a  b,  10  b,  11  I,  \2  i, 
1  6  b),  and  to  some  of  whose  children  he  stood  godfather  (ib.  lib  h,  15  J  h),  but  who  seems 
ultimately  to  have  had  differences  with  him  (ante,  p.  108).  He  is  named  as  a  creditor 
in  the  will  of  his  brother  Robert  (S.A.T.  1),  who  had  at  one  time  renounced  an  annual- 
rent  in  his  favour  (I).B.R.  304)  ;  as  also  in  regard  to  the  estate  of  his  brother  William 
(S.  W.  157),  to  the  contract  in  regard  to  whose  death  he  is  a  party,  21  July  1613  (R.A.D. 
61).  He  was  curator  to  Peter  Imrie  15  Jan.  15962  (D.B.R.  303),  whose  mother,  Barbara 
Wedderbum,  discharged  the  clerk  of  all  due  to  her  or  her  son,  18  June  1606  (S.W.  160)  ; 
next  of  kin  to  Peter,  son  of  bis  uncle,  Peter  Wedderbum,  5  Nov.  1604  (D.BR.  350)  f 
grantee  of  a  discharge  by  Robert  Wedderbum,  the  merchant,  15  Sept.  1606  (S.W.  161) ; 
legatee  under  the  will  of  William  Davidsone,  June  1610  (Br.T.  1) ;  is  present,  12  Oct.  161 1, 
when  his  uncle  Robert,  the  notary,  made  his  will,  in  which  he  is  named  as  a  debtor 
(Br.T.  2);  18  May  1615,  grantee  of  a  discharge  by  his  nephew  Alexander  (S.W.  1S6); 
16  Nov.  1618  is  next  of  kin  to  John  Blair  (D.B.R.  407  e),  and  he  was  concerned  in  the 
affairs  of  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heiress  of  his  cousin  (D.P.H.  315),  John  Wedderbum 
of  Craigie,  1594—1608  (S.W.  165;  D.B.R.  334;  G.S.R.  51  ).4  He  is  also  constantly 
named  in  order  to  identify  other  persons,  e.g.,  as  the  brother  of  David,  Robert,  and  James 
(S.W.  59  ;  D.P.B.  288  a  j  R.A.D.  34);  or  as  the  father  of  Alexander,  James,  Peter,  or 
other  of  his  children  s 

He  acquired,  in  addition  to  various  annual  rents  and  tenements  in  Dundee,  a 
considerable  property  in  co.  Forfar.  This  consisted  chiefly  of  the  two  estates  of  Wester 
Gourdie  and  Kingennie,  both  of  which  have  ever  since  remained  in  the  possession  of  his 
descendants.  The  lands  of  Wester  Gourdie,  on  which,  as  we  have  seen,  his  parents  and 
he  had  a  charge  as  early  as  1575  (S.W.  29),  were  gradually  acquired  by  him  1591-93 ;  the 
sunny  half  from  Robert  and  James  Carmichael,  and  the  shadow  half  from  David  Dunmuir 
and  his  wife  Marion  Turn  bull.  The  main  documents  in  regard  to  this  purchase  will  be 
found  among  the  Scrymgeour-Wedderbum  Papers  (Nos.  68-98).  In  Nov.  1591  one 
Rannald  Brown  in  Wester  Gom-die  had  renounced  some  lands  there,  known  as  Kilmanyis 
tack,  to  James  Carmichael  and  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderbum  (S.W.  68  b,  79),  and  in  the 
following  Jan.  1591-92,  Robert  Carmichael  had  granted  a  small  annual  rent  out  of  the 
sunny  half  to  the  clerk  (ib.  69).  These  interests  were,  however,  merged  in  the  complete 
purchase  of  the  property  by  the  clerk  in  Feb.  and  June  1591-92  (ib.  70,  72).  The  sunny 
half  cost  him  4,000  merks,  of  which  he  paid  700  in  July  (ib.  76,  77)  and  the  balance 
before  November,  when  James  Carmichael  gave  him  a  full  discharge  (S.W.  81).  The 
charter  of  this  half  to  the  clerk  and  his  wife  is  dated  6  June  1591  (ib.  73,  74)  and  sasine 
thereon  7  Oct.  (ib.  77,  78  ;  D.P.B.  318).s  The  shadow  half  seems  to  have  cost  him  5,000 
merks  (S.W.  92).  The  contract  is  dated  1  Feb.  1592,  and  was  that  Wedderbum  should 
pay  2,700  merks  and  grant  Dunmuir  and  his  wife  a  tack  of  the  lands  for  their  lives  at  a 
nominal  rent  (S.W.  82).  This  bargain  would  seem  to  have  been  altered,  as  there  are  two 
discharges  by  the  Dunmuirs,  the  one  for  3,500  merks,  and  the  other  for  5,000  merks,  both 
expressed  to  be  in  complete  payment  of  the  shadow  half  (S.W.  83,  92).  The  charter  of 
these  lands  is  dated  8  May  1592  (ib.  85,  86,  89-90  ;  D.B.R.  292),  sasine  being  given  on 

12  May  (ib.  88,  91),  and  the  property  settled  by  the  clerk  on  his  wife,  Helen  Ramsay. 

13  May  (D.P.B.  321),  after  which,   29  July,  a  tack  of  "all  and  haill  the  backseats  "  of 
Wester  Gourdie,  and  a  tack  for  two  years  of  the  shadow  half  was  granted  to  the  Dunmuirs 

1  See  also  David's   memorandum   to   "  persew "  his  son   (D.W.   19a).  and  a  sasine   by   him   to    David 

21  May  1591  (D.W.  11  p),  a  decree  in  favour  of  both  of  them  5  Jan.   1602  (R.A.D.  45),  and  loans 
by  David  to  Alexander  4  May  1609  (D.W.  9  a). 

2  There  is  a  bond  by  old  Peter  Imrie  to  the  clerk,  29  June  1587  (S.W.  57). 

■'  He  seems  also  to  have  been  tutor  to  John  Wedderbum  (brother  of  the  Bishop  of  Dunblane),  who,  in  his 
letter  to  Kingenuie's  grandson  in  1647,  speaks  of  "your  father,  my  tutor  "  (ante,  p.  33). 

4  He  was  a  party  to  a  contract  between  her  and  John  Scharp  of  Houston  6  Nov.  1594  (G.S.R.  51)  ;  was 

chosen  one  of  her  curators,   25   April   1600   (D.B.R.  334)  ;  and  granted  a  discharge  to  Scharp  of 
Houston  on  her  behalf  in  respect  of  the  1594  contract,  9  May  1608  (S.W.  165). 

5  e.g.,  20  July  1593,  tutor  and  administrator  to  his  daughter  Magdalen  (D.B.R.  296)  ;  25  Sept.,  2  Oct.  1601, 

named  re  his  son  Alexander  (D.l'.B.  344  ab) ;  29  June  1609,  re  his  son  James  (ib.  376)  ;  7  Aug.  1610, 
James  named  as  his  son  (D.B.R.  369) ;  2  Nov.  1611,  John  named  as  his  son  (G.S.R.  78)  ;  13  Dec.  1611, 
James  so  named  (D.B.R.  372),  and  see  S.W.  179  ;  D.C.  47  ;  D.B.R.  392:  G.S.R.  84,  97;  R.D.  53,  73, 
75,  76,  86,  87  ;  P.B.N.  11)  ;  29  July  1620,  Peter  named  as  his  son  (D.C.  51)  ;  and  D.L.B.  36,  37,  40,. 
44,  where  his  lirst  four  sons  are  admitted  burgesses  by  his  privilege. 
fi  A  notarial  instrument  recording  this  transaction  was  made  later,  and  is  dated  9  Jan.  1593  (S.W.  98). 
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(S.W.  93-95).1  Having  acquired  the  property,  the  clerk  proceeded  to  free  it,  by  redeeming  Part  it. 
the  charges  to  which  it  was  subject.  Thus,  6  May  1592,  he  bought  up  a  charge  held  by  Chap,  in 
Andrew  Gourlay  (S.W.  84  ;  D.P.B.  320) ;  9  May,  another  held  by  Patrick  Mortimer  in 
Dryburgh  (S.W.  87,  88) ;  25,  31  Dec.  1592,  two  others  held  by  Walter  and  Patrick  Hay 
(ib.  97),  and  in  the  next  year  yet  another  held  by  Andrew  Henrisoun  (S.W.  105).  The 
purchase  seems  to  have  brought  him  at  once  into  litigation,  as,  30  Dec.  1594,  there  is  a 
suit  at  the  instance  of  James  Weymis,  tacksman  of  the  Earl  Gowrie  v.  Mr.  Alexander 
Wedderburn  and  others,  who  held  of  the  Earl,  as  their  superior  (R.A.D.  32  ;  and  see 
S.W.  90).  By  reason2  of  this  property  the  clerk  is  sometimes  designed  "  of  Wester 
Gourdie,"  e.g.,  when  a  witness  (S.W.  107),  until  his  acquisition  in  1600  of  the  lands  of 
Kingennie,  from  which  his  designation  is  thereafter  always  taken. 

The  lands  of  Kingennie3  were  purchased  by  him  some  nine  years  after  his  acquisition 
of  Wester  Gourdie.  They  were  the  property  of  William  Guthrie  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
Fethie,  by  whom,  21  April  1600,  one  John  Traill,  bailie  in  Dundee,  was  infeft  in  the 
Maynis  (mains)  of  Kingennie  (S.W.  121),  which  he  then  charged  with  an  annual  rent  of 
eight  bolls  victual  in  favour  of  the  clerk  (ib.  122),  who  soon  after  agreed  to  buy  the  lands 
from  the  Guthries  for  10,800  merks.  The  contract  is  dated  6  Sept.  1600  (S.W.  123),  and 
there  is  an  obligation,  17  Sept.,  by  Guthrie  not  to  sell  any  of  his  lands  or  deal  with  the. 
price  of  Kingennie  without  the  consent  of  various  persons,  including  the  clerk  (S.W.  124). 
As  in  the  case  of  Wester  Gourdie,  so  in  that  of  Kingennie,  Wedderburn  seems  to  have 
at  once  set  about  freeing  the  property  from  the  charges  upon  it.  Thus  he  redeems  one 
annual  rent,  20  Oct.  1600  (ib.  125) ;  and  pays  off  some  arrears  of  another,  1  Nov.  (ib.  126, 
133).  There  is  another  contract  between  the  Guthries  and  the  clerk  and  his  wife,  Helen 
Ramsay,  for  the  sale  of  Kingennie,  in  which  the  price  is  put  at  16,000  merks  in  all,  of  which 
4,800  is  said  to  have  gone  in  clearing  off  charges  (ib.  127).  On  the  same  day  (1  Nov.)  the 
property  is  renounced  by  the  vendors  as  sold  "  without  redemption  "  (ib.  128) ;  Elizabeth 
Fethie,  wife  of  the  vendor,  makes  a  judicial  ratification  of  the  contract  (ib.  129) ;  and  the 
lands  are  resigned  "  by  delivery  of  stuff  and  baton  "  into  the  hands  of  William,  Earl  of 
Angus,  the  superior  (ib.  1 30),  charters  of  them  being  granted  to  Wedderburn  and  his 
wife  and  their  heirs  by  both  Guthrie  and  the  Earl  (ib.  131-32), 4  who  subsequently,  25  Nov., 
made  a  gift  of  the  nonentry  maills  and  duties  of  the  lands  in  favour  of  the  clerk  (ib.  134). 
There  is  a  discharge  to  Wedderburn  for  the  price,  dated  3  Dec.  1600  (ib.  135),  and  another 
for  a  further  (?)  5,000  merks  two  days  later  (ib.  136).  A  notarial  instrument  declaratory 
of  the  consent  of  Guthrie  and  his  tenants  to  remove  from  the  lands  (S.W.  J  37)  is  also 
dated  5  Dec,  and  on  Dec.  10  the  clerk  exercised  his  rights  as  owner  by  granting  a  tack  of 
the  mains  to  John  Traill  (S.W.  138\  already  in  occupation  under  William  Guthrie.5 
Meanwhile  he  continued  to  free  his  new  acquired  property,  redeeming,  Dec.  1600 — May 
1602,  a  charge  held  by  Traill  and  payable  "  within  four  days  of  any  Whitsunday,  besyd  the 
pulpit  within  the  Lytil  East  Kirk  of  Dundee"  (ib.  142-45,  148,  150,  152),  and  securing 
his  purchase  by  an  injunction,  13  Feb.  1601,  against  any  dealing  with  it  by  its  former 
proprietor  (ib.  1 47  ).e  He  had  several  dealings  with  the  Lords  of  Balmerino  in  regard  to 
the  teind  sheaves  of  Kingennie,  e.g.,  22  May  1608,  when  he  paid  £80  in  respect  of  them 
(ib.  166) ;  10  May  1610,  when  he  took  a  tack  of  them  (ib.  168)  ;  24  June  1614,  when  he 
took  another  tack  of  them  for  his  life  (ib.  185),  and  9  July  1618,  when  he  acquired  them 
altogether,  on  payment  of  £1,000  and  an  undertaking  to  furnish  proportionately  "  the 
bread  and  wine  for  the  communion  celebrated  in  the  Kirk  of  Monifieth"  (S.W.  197-201). 

1  David  Dunmuir  renounced  the  liferent  granted  by  Alexander  Wedderburn  to  him  and  his  late  wife 

15  Nov.  1595  (S.W.  109). 
-  There  is  an  (1651)  inventory  of  the  papers  of  Wester  Gourdie,    1558 — 1651,  among  the  Scrymgeour 

Wedderburn  Papers  (S.W.  302). 

3  The  lands  of  Kingennie  had  been  held  of  the  Earl  of  Angus  in  1443  by  William  de  Strathauchin,  from 

whom  they  passed  first  to  his  daughter  Elizabeth  and  then  in  1464  to  her  sister  Marjorie  (S.  W.  1),  who 
married  Malcolm  of  Guthrie  and  had  a  son  and  heir  William  Guthrie,  who  married  Janet  Arbuthnot, 
and  had  a  son  Niuian,  from  whose  grandson  William  (m.  Elizabeth  Fethie)  the  lands  were  bought  ill 
1600  by  Alexander  Wedderburn.  See  also  S.W.  167  aud  the  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn  Charter  Chest, 
Box  vin,  bundle  iv. 

4  This  charter  was  confirmed  by  the  King's  advocate   as  commissioner  for  the  Earl,  and  sasine  given 

thereon,  27  July  1610,  later  in  which  year.  6  Nov.,  the  clerk  granted  a  charter  of  Kingennie.  subject 
to  his  and  his  wife's  life-rent,  to  his  eldest  son,  which  was  also  confirmed  by  the  superior,  and 
followed  by  a  sasine  thereon  17,  26  Nov.  (S.W.  170-74). 

5  There  is  a  receipt,  27  Jan.  1602,  by  Traill  to  Kingennie  for  £155.  9.  4.,  the  price  of  72  sheep  (S.W.  151). 

6  An  action  by  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie  and  others  v.  William  Guthrie,  sometime  of 

Kingennie,  is  named  25  Feb.  1609  (R.A.D.  50): 
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Part  u.      From  ]  600  on  the  clerk  is  constantly  designed  as   "of    Kingennie,"  where  he  no  doubt 

Chap.  III.  resided  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  year.     Some  sculptured  stones,  bearing  the  arms  and 

initials  of  himself  and  his  wife,  together  with  some  bearing  those  of  his  grandson  and  his 

wife,  are  still  to  be  seen  at  Kingennie,  set  in  the  farm  buildings,  which  occupy  the  site  of 

the  old  mansion,  and  also  over  an  entrance  to  the  present  factor's  house.1 

His  clerkship,  however,  no  doubt  compelled  his  frequent  presence  in  Dundee,  where 
he  probably  resided  throughout  the  winter  months.  He  and  his  wife  owned  various 
properties  there,  and  there  are  many  references  both  to  these  and  to  other  interests  of 
theirs.  Their  principal  house  was  in  Nethergait,  and  though  now  demolished  and  rebuilt, 
there  is,  here  again,  a  sculptured  stone  bearing  the  initials  and  impaled  arms  of  Kingennie 
and  his  wife  set  in  the  wall  of  the  modern  building.1  A  portion  of  a  decorated  ceiling  also, 
found  in  his  house,  was  exhibited  (No  967)  in  the  "Old  Dundee"  Exhibition  of  1892-93, 
and  is  given  opposite,  together  with  a  cut  of  an  old  door,  also  in  the  Exhibition  (No.  682), 
and  formerly  in  the  house  of  Kingennie's  great  grandson,  James  (post,  Part  III.,  chap.  v.). 
I  deal  briefly  with  his  minor  properties,  annual  rents,  etc.  Thus,  1  2-19  Nov.  1586, 
he  and  his  wife  get  a  charter  and  sasine  of  an  annual  rent  (S.W.  53-55,  100 ;  D.P  B. 
259-60)  ;  25  May  1588,  they  get  a  North  Argylegait  yard  (S.W.  59);  6  Sept.  1588,  the 
clerk's  cousin,  Thomas  Guthrie,  resigns  an  annual  rent  to  him  (D.P.B.  266);  17  May 
1589,  his  cousin,  John  Wedderburn  of  Craigie,  charges  his  lands  of  Craigie  in  his  favour 
(ib.  315) ;  and  there  is  another  such  charge  to  the  clerk,  and  his  wife,  14  June  1591  (S  W. 
75),  while  they  seem  to  have  acquired  a  sixth  part  of  the  lands  a  few  weeks  later,  1 1  Au». 
(D.P.B.  317  c),  and  themselves  charged  it,  18  Nov.  in  that  year  (S.W.  80).  They 
owned  a  malthouse  in  North  Argylegait,  which  is  often  named  (D.P.B.  317  a),2 
and  a  land  called  the  Greneland,  which  they  settled  on  their  son  James  (ib.  317  b),  and 
later,  9  Nov.  1591,  on  William  Davidson  (D.B.R.  299).-  In  1595,  April  30,  they  got  a 
charter  of  a  croft  called  the  Seres  Hauch  (l>.C.  36);  9  June,  the  clerk  got  a  yearly 
pension  of  wheat  from  Peter  Hay  (S.W.  108) ;  7  Oct.,  an  annual  rent  from  John  Auchinlek 
(D.P.B.  322) ;  and  29  May  1596,  a  few  ferme  from  his  brother,  James  Wedderburn,  the 
merchant  (S.W.  112).  There  is  a  contract  by  the  clerk  and  his  wife,  16  March  1597,  to 
infeft  William  Davidson  and  Janet  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  98;  in  a  lodging  east  of  the 
Greneland  (R.D.  7);  18  July  in  the  same  year  the  clerk  gets  a  gift  of  the  escheat 
of  James  Scrymgeour,  burgess,  at  the  horn,  for  debt  (R.P.S.  26)  ;  17  Feb.  1600,  David 
Carnegy  of  Kinnaird  grants  to  the  clerk  a  charge  on  his  lands  at  Panbryde  "  for  thankfull 
service  done  and  to  be  done"  (S.W.  118),  while,  10-13  Dec.  1600,  Kingennie  added  to 
his  town  property  by  the  purchase  from  his  neighbour,  John  Traill,  for  1,200  merks,  of  a 
North  Argylegait  land  (S.W.  139-41).  In  1602,  July  20,  we  find  him  proceeding  v  David, 
Earl  of  Crawford,  for  the  last  sixteen  years'  arrears  of  an  annual  out  of  the  barony  of 
Downy,  co.  Forfar,  in  which  his  parents  had  been  infeft  in  1579,  and  for  which  he  obtained 
a  decree  by  the  end  of  the  year  (R.A.D.  43).  Perhaps  it  was  in  settlement  of  this  that 
soon  after,  10  July  1603,  the  Earl,  "for  services,  etc.,"  granted  him  the  right  to  pasture 
his  cattle  on  the  barony,  and  to  cut  peats  from  the  muir  (S.W.  155-56),  a  grant  in 
regard  to  which  there  was  litigation  between  their  successors  in  subsequent  years  (S.W. 
257-58  a).  In  1612,  April  15,  he  bought  several  annual  rents  from  his  nephew,  Alexander 
Clayhills  (S.W.  175,  and  see  R.D.  32),  while  in  1616,  March-May,  he  acquired  from 
Patrick  Wedderburn  and  his  son  Alexander  (ante,  p.  78)  a  North  Maiketgait  foreland 
to  which  frequent  reference  is  made  (S.W.  188-89;  D.PB.  407;  D.B.R.  395).  In  1615, 
July  25,  he  and  his  wife  got  a  charter  from  John  Scrymgeour  of  Dudhope  of  the  sunny 
half  of  Balruddrie,  which  they  at  once  settled,  subject  to  their  own  liferents  on  their 
youngest  daughters  Jean  and  Elizabeth  (D.P.B.  404).  Other  dealings  of  his  are  recorded 
21  Dec.  1616,  when  he  renounces  to  William  Tyrie  of  DrumkilbooOO  merks  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  Loggine-gill,  co.  Perth  (R.D.  59)  ;  2  May  1617,  when  he  was  cognosced  heir  to  his 
"guidschyr"  James  Myln  in  his  lands  in  Dundee  (D.B.R.  399)4;    12  July  1621,  when 

1  See  post,  Part  v.  s,  the  chapter  on  the  family  arms,  where  there  is  an  illustration  of  these  stones. 

2  It  seems  at  one  time  to  have  belonged  to  his  grandson,  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness  (D.P.B.  468).     See 

also  D.P.B.  472,  487,  where  it  is  named,  11  Aug.  1645,  9  June  1662,  as  let  by  Kingennie  to 
Alexander  Nicoll,  and  then  acquired  by  William  Petrie.  His  North  Argylegait  lands  are  also 
named  (D.P.B.  395  ;   R.A.D.  163). 

3  The  Greneland  is  named  as  a  boundary  in  1642  (D.P.B.  468). 

4  He  is  also  named,  10  Nov.  1586,  as  sister's  son  and  heir  to  the  late  James  Myln,  younger,  from  whom  he 

inherits  the  old  annual  rent  of  eight  merks,  out  of  the  Murraygait  land  of  the  late  David  Wedderburn 
(D.P.B.  260).     See  also  ante,  p.  56  and  post,  p.  147,  n. 
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CARVED     OAK     DOOR. 
{formerly  in  'Wedderburn  House,'  Dundee,  demolished  1881). 


PART     OF     DECORATED     ROOF. 


{from  a  room  in  the  mansion  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie,  1617, 
in  the  Nethergate  of  Dundee). 
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Colin  Campbell  of  Lundie  grants  a  pension  of  wheat  (S.W.  210);  and  15  May  1624,  Partir. 
when  he  and  his  wife  renounce  certain  few  maills,  etc.,  out  of  Wester  Gourdie  to  David,  chap-  Ilr- 
Viscount  Stormonth  (G.R.S.  1). 

There  are  many  references  to  him  in  connection  with  his  children,1  the  marriages  of 
his  daughters,  and  the  various  settlements  which  he  made  from  time  to  time  on  them  and 
on  his  sons,  in  the  accounts  of  whom  they  will  be  dealt  with. 

Among  the  last  references  to  him  as  living  are  two  dated  27  Jan.,  20  Feb.  1626,  in 
regard  to  the  marriage  contract  of  his  daughter  Jean  (S.W.  221  ;  P.B.N.  16),  and  one 
25  Feb.  in  that  year,  when  he  gets  a  discharge  for  the  tocher  of  another  of  his  daughters, 
Marjory  (S.W.  220).  He  died"  between  then  and  13  May  following,  when  his  eldest 
son  is  designed  "of  Kingennie"  (R.  1).  99),  while  23  May,  there  is  a  precept  for  infeftment 
of  this  son  as  his  heir  in  Wester  Gourdie  (S.W.  223). 3  He  would  seem  to  have  left  a  will, 
as,  1 1  Nov.  1626,  Mr.  John  Duncansone,  minister  of  Dundee,  discharges  his  son  and  executor 
of  a  legacy  left  to  him  by  the  clerk  (S.W.  225),  and,  9  July  1627,  there  is  mention  of  a 
sum  of  500  merks,  paid  by  his  son  "  for  the  help  of  the  poor  of  Dundee  ....  as  he  was 
ordained  of  his  father  at  the  time  of  his  decease  "    (D.C.    55). 

He  had  married  at  Dundee  towards  the  close  of  1582,  Helen  Ramsay,  daughter  of 
Alexander  Ramsay  of  Dundee.4  The  marriage  contract  is  dated  at  Dundee  21  Nov.,  and 
there  is  a  settlement  three  days  later  (24  Nov.)  in  which  she  is  still  termed  "spouse 
future  "  to  Alexander  Wedderburn  (S.W.  45;  D.P.B.  216).  Probably  the  marriage  took  place 
by  15  Dec.  when  she  got  sasine  of  the  subjects  settled  on  her  (D.P.B.  217-18).  She  is  often, 
as  we  have  seen,  named  with  her  husband  in  documents  dealing  with  his  properties,  and 
also  on  some  other  occasions,  e.g.,  12  Nov.  1586,  when  there  is  a  discharge  to  him  and  her 
(S.W.  52);  and  there  are  several  references  to  her  in  the  ComptBidkoi  her  brother-in-law, 
David  Wedderburn,  from  whom  she  bought  some  lint  (D.W.  10  c);  to  whose  daughter, 
Helen,  she  stood  godmother  25  March  1590  (ib.  14  a,  15  a),  and  to  whose  son  David  she 
"should  have  been  godmother"  7  Sept.  1599  (ib.  14  e,  15  e)  as  she  was  some  years  later, 
12  May  1613,  to  Helen's  son,  David  Auchinlek  (ib.  15  n).  She  was  living  22  July  1618, 
when  her  son  Peter,  who  had  lately  married,  discharged  her  of  some  money  she  had 
promised  him  (S.W.  202),  but  died  before  12  Nov.  1625,  when  his  daughter  Marjorie 
discharges  Kingennie  of  all  she  can  claim  of  the  decease  by  the  late  Helen  Ramsay,  her 
mother.5     By  her,  Kingennie  had  issue  five  sous  and  six  daughters  : — 

1 .  Alexander  Wedderburn,  who  succeeded  his   father  in   Kingennie   and  Wester 

Gourdie,  and  carried  on  the  family  until  the  death  of  his  great  grandson,  David 
Wedderburn  of  that  ilk,  in  1761,  when  his  male  line  became  extinct  (see  post, 
chap,  iv),  and  who  is  now  represented  by  the  descendant  of  his  granddaughter, 
Maidelene,  from  whose  marriage  with  John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun  come  the 
Scrymgeour-Wedderburns  of  Wedderburn  and  Birkhill  (see  post,  chap.  v). 

2.  James  Wedderburn,  progenitor  of  the  Wedderburns  of   Blackness,  Balindean, 

Gosford,  etc.  (see  post,  Part  III),  who  took  up  the  representation  of  the  family  in 
male  line  on  the  death  of  David  Wedderburn  in  1761. 

1  e.g.,  S.W.  238.  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  tocher  of  his  son  Alexander's  wife,  3  Feb.  1629. 

•  "  He  was  buried  (says  J.W.  in  his  MS.)  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee,  in  the  spot  where  his  predecessors  rested, 

and  where  a  monument  was  erected  over  him  by  his  sou."  This  is  too  wide  a  statement.  His 
parents,  no  doubt  (died  1582  and  1585),  were  buried  there,  and  perhaps  also  his  grandfather,  who  d. 
after  1573.  But  earlier  ancestors  would  be  laid  in  S.  Clement's  churchyard,  which  was  the  burial 
place  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dundee  until  the  openiug  of  the  Howff  in  1567. 
'■'•  There  is  (S.W.  224)  an  instrument,  3  July  1626,  to  which  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  clerk  of  Dundee, 
is  notary,  but  the  symbol  shows  him  to  be  not  Kingennie  but  his  eldest  sou,  who  must  have  been 
acting  clerk  on  this  occasion  for  his  brother  James,  whose  health  had  failed.     See  post,  pp.  143-44. 

*  She  has  been  commonly  described  by  Douglas  and  others  (H.C.R.  I.  ii.  a  ;  vi.)  as  the  daughter  of  John 

Ramsay  of  Brackmont  and  Jordinestoun,  co.  Fife,  but  this  is  an  error.  I  do  not  know  to  what  branch 
of  the  Ramsays  her  father  belonged,  nor  whether  he  owned  or  was  connected  with  Brackmont. 
That  his  name  was  Alexander  is  clear  from  his  dnughter's  marriage  contract,  and  from  an  entry 
(D.B.R.  264)  of  a  payment,  21  May  1583,  made  by  the  clerk,  on  behalf  of  his  father-in-law,  Alexander 
Ramsay,  to  one  Mitchell  Ramsay  of  £100  scots  for  the  catch  of  salmon  in  Mitchell's  waters  in  the  Tay 
for  the  year  1583.  His  wife  was  a  Spens,  as  appears  from  a  notarial  instrument,  7  April  1590  (S.W. 
64,  162),  recording  an  agreement  between  Mr.  George  Spens,  burgess  of  Dundee,  with  the  clerk  (and 
Helen  Ramsay)  and  Mr.  George  Halyburton  (and  his  wife  Susanna  Ramsay),  who  both  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  their  tochers  with  their  wives,  ''oyes"  to  Spens  A  third  sister,  Marjorie  Ramsay, 
is  named,  but  no  brother,  so  that  it  would  appear  that  Helen  Ramsay  and  her  two  sisters  were  heirs 
portioners  of  their  father,  and,  perhaps,  of  their  maternal  grandfather  also. 
0  She  is  also  named  in  reference  to  her  children,  e.g.,  S.W.  223,  232,  237. 
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Part  11.  3.  Peter  Weddertaurn  [1590?— 1629],1  first  named  7  March  1 609  in  a  settlement  by  his 

Chap.  in.  great  uncle  Eobert,  the  notary,  on  him  and  his  cousin  Alexander,  son  of  David  of  the 

Compt  Bulk  (D.W.  21  e ;  D.P.B.  374),  and  next  on  21  July  of  that  year,  when  he  is  a 
witness  to  his  brother  James'  discharge  of  his  wife's  tocher  (E.D.  21  b).-  He  was 
a  merchant  in  Dundee,  and  is  so  designed  in  his  admission  as  burgess  of  Dundee 
by  his  father's  privilege  20  Jan.  1620  (D.L.B.  40),  and  is  no  doubt  the  one  of  his 
name  who,  on  the  election  of  his  brother  Alexander  as  dean  of  gild,  was  nominated 
his  assessor  7  Oct.  1624  (D.G.E.  5).3  There  is  a  bond  by  him  and  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  younger,  merchants,  to  which  his  two  elder  brothers  are  cautioners, 
dated  15  Sept.  1625  (R.A.D.  87).  His  lands  in  Dundee  are  named  as  a  boundary 
9  Oct.  1627  (D.C.  56),  and  13  Oct.  1627  there  is  a  charter  by  him,  "merchant, 
burgess,"  and  his  brother  John  to  Sir  William  Graham  of  Claverhouse  of  some 
acres  in  the  Westfield  of  Dundee,  which  once  belonged  to  Eobert  Wedderburn,  the 
merchant  (D.C.  71  ;  F.S.  30  ;  P.B.N.  19).  The  last  occasion  on  which  he  is  named 
as  living  is  dated  13  Nov.  1628,  when  he  grants  a  discharge  to  his  eldest  brother 
of  certain  sums  due  to  him  under  an  assignation  of  their  father  (S.W.  237). 
Facsimiles  of  his  signature  will  be  found  in  vol.  ii.,  opp.  pp.  24,  32,  192  (S.W.  194, 
195,  202;  DC.  57). 
•  He  died  s.p.  soon  after  26-31  March  1628-29,  the  date  of  his  will,  which  was  con- 

firmed 4  Nov.  1629,  being  given  up  by  himself  and  by  his  relict  and  executrix,  Helen 
Lovell  (Br.T.  8).*  No  children  of  his  are  named  in  it,  his  heir  being  his  nephew 
Alexander  (eldest  son  of  his  immediate  elder  brother  James),  who  was  so  retoured 
22  Oct.  1628-29  (E.H.  1 1),  and  got  sasine  as  such  of  a  North  Marketgait  foreland 
12  Jan.  1629-30  (D.C.  58),  which  is  sometimes  named  in  later  years  as  having  once 
belonged  to  Peter  (S.W.  282  ;  D.P.B.  448  ;  D.B.E.  475).5  The  North  Argylegait 
land  disponed  by  Peter  and  his  wife  to  Alexander,  and  by  him  to  George  Grieve 
is  also  mentioned  as  late  as  1694  and  1722  32  (D.P.B.  546,  569 ;  E.A.D   163). 

Peter  had  married,  no  doubt  at  Dundee,  about  1617-18,  Helen  Lovell, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  the  late  John  Lovell,  bailie  of  Dundee.  The  marriage 
contract,  dated  20  Aug.  1617,  is  twice  referred  to,  viz.,  in  a  discharge  by  Peter  to 
his  mother  of  800  merks  promised  by  her  to  him  on  the  occasion  (S.W.  202), 
and  again  in  a  resignation  at  about  the  same  time  made  by  his  father  in  his 
favour  (D.P.B.  413).  She  is  frequently  named  with  her  husband  e.g.,  1  July  1619, 
when  he,  "younger,"  and  she  resign  a  land  in  Dundee  (D.P.B.  420);  3  June 
1620,  when  there  is  a  bond  to  them,  in  which  he  is  described  as  "younger, 
merchant,  burgess  of  Dundee"  (E.D.  74);  21  March  1628,  when  she  and  Peter 
renounce  certain  crofts  which  had  belonged  to  her  father  (D.C.  57,  and  see  fac-simile 
of  their  signatures,  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  192) ;  and  as  his  relict  in  his  will  (Br.  T.  8), 
and  also  later,   1633  (D.C.  62).  *     We  have  already  seen  that  they  had  no  issue. 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  183,  186,  194,  195,  202,  237,  282  ;  D.W.  3.  21  e;  D.C.  51,  56,  57,  58,  62, 

71  ;  D.L.B.  40:  D.P.B.  374,  413,  417,  420.  423  6.  448,  546,  569  ;  D.B.R.  372,  475  ;  D.G.R.  5  ;  R.H. 
11  ;  F.S.  30  ;  R.D.  21  a  A,  37,  69.  74,  87.  99  ;  Br.T.  8,  10  ;  P.B.N.  12,  19,  and  R.A.D.  (in  orig.  record) 
vol.  318,  fol.  290,  and  vol.  320,  fol.  23. 

2  He  is  often  thereafter  named  as  a  witness,  e.g.  21  May  1609  (R.D.  37)  ;  13  Dec.  1611  (D.B.R.  372), 

31  Jan.  1614,  when  he  is  called  "  Pid  Wedderburn  "  (S.W.  183)  ;  21  March  1614  (R.D.  69)  ;  18  May 
1615  (S.W.  186);  18  Sept.  1617.  when  he  signs  (S.W.  194  and  see  facsimile  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  24)  ; 
27  Oct.  1617  (D.P.B.  417),  20  Dee.  1617,  when  he  again  signs  (S.W.  195,  and  see  facsimile  vol.  ii., 
opp.  p.  32)  ;  14,  29  July  1620,  when  he  is  called  "  younger  "  (D.C.  51  ;  D.P.B.  423  6),  and  13  May 
1626  (R.D.  99). 

3  See  also  14  Oct.  1622,  when  possession  of  two  stacks  of  corn  is  given  by  sample  to  Peter  Wedderburn, 

merchant  burgess  of  Dundee,  on  behalf  of  his  father,  the  clerk  (P.B.N.  12);  28  May  1627,  when  he 
is  named  in  the  will  of  his  "  immediate  elder  brother  "  James  as  tutor  to  his  two  younger  sons 
(Br.T.  10)  and  2  Oct.  1627,  when  he  is  elected  collector  of  the  unlaws  (D.C.B.  506),  and  is  called 
"younger,"  as  he  is  on  some  other  occasions  (e.g.  D.W.  3  ;  D.P.B.  420)  in  distinction  from  his 
uncle  (ante,  p.  118,  n.  4). 

4  He  leaves  a  legacy  of  500  merks  to  William  W.  his  brother  german  and  a  similar  legacy  to  Alexander 

Wedderburn,  younger,  mariner,  son  to  Robert  W.  deceased,  father's  brother  to  the  testator,  subject 
to  which  all  goes  to  his  widow. 

5  Peter  is  called  "  immediate  younger  brother  "  of  James  (S.W.  282),  and  his  "  immediate  elder  brother  " 

(D.B.R.  475).  This  last  is  an  error,  as  James  is  constantly  called  his  father's  second  son,  e.g.,  in  his 
marriage  contract  (Bl.  12).  I  do  not,  however,  understand  why  Peter's  heir  was  not  one  of  his  two 
younger  brothers,  William  or  John.  Of  these  William  died  about  the  same  time  as  Peter,  and 
without  issue,  his  brother  John  being  his  heir  in  1631  (S.W.  249),  as  one  would  have  expected  him 
to  be  to  Peter  also. 
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Pedigree  of  the   Wedderburns  of  Kingennie,  1561 — 1778. 

Alexander  Wedderburn,  first  of  Kingennie  (eldest  son  of  Alexander=rHelen,  dau.  of  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  ante,  p.  103).     Born  1561,  died  1626.  Ramsay  of  Dundee. 


Part  II. 
Chap.  in. 


1.  Alexander 
Wedder- 
burn, 2nd 
of  Kingen- 
nie ;  born 
1583,  died 
1637. 


]  ene,dau. 
I  of  John 
|  Scrym- 
I  geour  of 
|  Kirk- 

toun,  m. 

1612. 


2.  James  Wedder- 
burn, progeni- 
tor of  the  Wed- 
derburns of 
Blackness.  See 
post,  Part  III. 

3.  Peter  Wedder- 
burn, died  s.p. 
1628-9;ml618 
Helen,  dau.  of 
John  Lovell. 


4.  William  Wed- 
derburn, d.  s.p. 
1630; m.  1627 
Jean,  dau.  of 
Alexander 
Pieisoun. 

5.  Sir  John 
Wedderburn 
of  Gosford;  b. 
1599,  d.  1679, 
unmarried. 


1.  Elizabeth,  m. 
(a)  Colin  Camp- 
bell   of    Bal- 
girsho ; 

(6)  Dr.  Peter 
Bruce. 

2.  Magdalen,  m. 
(a)  Uev.  William 

Wedderburn  ; 
(6)    Sir    George 
Haliburton, 
Lord  Fodder- 


1— TT~1 

3.  Margaret,  m.  Thomas 
Haliburton. 

4.  Marjorie,  m.  Robert 
Carnegy  of  Leuch- 
land. 

5.  Jean.m.l626Thomas 
Boytter. 

6.  Elspeth.m. Alexander 
Fotheringhame  of 
Parkzeat. 


1.  Elizabeth,    dau.=f=Alexander  Wedderburn,   third  of  Kin' 


of  John  Ramsay 
of  Dundee;  b. 
1621,  d.  1643. 


gennie  and  first  of  Easter Powrie,  provost 
of  Dundee  ;  b.  1615,  d.  1683. 

2.  Margaret,  dau.  of  John  Fotheringhame. 


3.  Margaret,  dau.  of 
Alexander  Milne, 
and  relict  of  Major 
Robert  Lindsay. 


John  Wedderburn, 
admitted  burgess 
of  Dundee,  1629  ; 
d.  s.p.  vita  patris. 


Alexander 
Wedder- 
burn,   4th 
of  Kingen- 
nie and2nd  | 
of    Easter 
Powrie ;  b. 
1640,   d. 
1692. 


:Grissel1, 
dau.  of  Sir 
Alexander 
Wedder- 
burn of 
Blackness; 
b.  1647,  d. 
1685-6. 


John 
Wedder- 
burn, d. 
young 
1648. 


Maidelene  Wed- 
derburn,m.John 
Scrymgeour  of 
Kirktoun. 

The  Scrymgeour- 
Wedderburns  of 
Wedderburn 
(post,  chap.  v.). 


— I — I .     — 
David 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1645,  d. 
young. 

A  dau. 

d. 
1658-9. 


1.  John  Wedderburn,  b. 
1665,  d.  1667-8. 

2.  Peter  Wedderburn, 
merchant  in  Dundee,  d. 
1723-24  s.p.  ;  m. 


1.  Helen, 
dau.  of 
Patrick 
Lyon  of 
Carnous- 
tie, d.  s.p. 
1703-4. 


2.  Barbara, 
dau.  of  the 
Rev.  John 
Auchinlek 
of  Largo,  d. 
s.p.1721-22. 


1 — 1 

1.  Elizabeth, 
b.1662,  m. 
Rev.  Robt. 
Rait. 

2.  Janet,  b. 
1663,  d. 
unmarried 
1679-80. 


John 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1667,  d. 
unmar. 
1688-89. 


Alexander 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1668,    d. 
young,  be- 
fore 1681. 


1 

Peter 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1670  ?  d. 
young 
1689. 


Alexander1 
Wedderburn, 
only  surviving 
son  and  heir, 
b.  1681  ?  and 
d.  1713. 


Grissell,  dau.  of 
RobertGardyne, 
younger  of  La- 
toun.  Shem.(2) 
5  March  1718, 
David  Graham 
of  Duntroon. 


I.Elizabeth,  b.  1669, 
d.  unm.  bef.  1687. 

2.  Matilda,  b.  1671, 
d.  unm.  bef.  1687. 

3.  Margaret,  b.  1 675  ? 
d.  unm.  1692-93. 


jl 


Alexander 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1703,  d. 
inf.  vita 
patris. 


Robert 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1706,  d 
inf.  vita 
patris. 


Peter  Wedder- 
burn, b.  1708, 
succeeded  his 
father  as  heir, 
but  d.  1714. 


David  Wedder- 
burn, b.  1710, 
succeeded  his 
brother  Peter 
as  heir,  but  d. 
unm.  1761. 


Gilbert 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1712.  d. 
inf.  1714. 


Grizell,  b.  1705, 
succeeded  her 
brother  David  as 
heiress  of  Wed- 
derburn in  1761, 
butd.unm.1778. 


1 

Rachel,  born 
1672-79,  mar. 
1711  Gilbert 
Stewart,  2nd 
son  of  Thomas 
Stewart  of 
Stenton,  and 
d.s.p. 

1 

Rachel,b. 
1707,  d. 
inf.  vita 
patris. 
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Part  ii.  4.  William  Wedderburn2  [15951— 1630],  fourth  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and 

Chap.  in.  Helen  Ramsay,  was  bom  about  1595.     He  is  first  named  in  the  marriage  contract 

( 1608)  of  his  brother  James,  as  being  infeft  on  his  father's  resignation  in  a  North 
Kirkwynd  tenement  (Bl.  12  ;  R.D.  21  a).  The  next  references  to  him  are  in  the 
Compt  Buik  of  his  uncle  David,  who  notes  the  loan  of  a  coffer  to  him  (D.W.  3), 
and,  25  Aug.  1621,  makes  a  memorandum  "Send  a  xijs  pece  with  William 
Wedderburn,  my  brother  soue,  to  Dansken  to  buy  me  sum  anneis  and  a  wax 
candill "  (ib.  9  b),  an  entry  which  shows  that  William  had  taken  to  the  sea,  and  enables 
us  to  identify  him  with  the  William  Wedderburn,  skipper,  who  owns  goods 
arriving  in  the  "James"  from  Supkie,  15  Oct.  1623  (D.R.S.  25). '!  He  was  admitted 
burgess  of  Dundee  by  his  father's  privilege,  1  March  1625  (D.L.B.  44),  and  is 
named  as  burgess  in  the  following  3'ear,  19  Dec,  when  he  witnesses  the  handing 
over  to  a  bailie  of  S.  Andrew's  by  Thomas  Halyburton,  provost  of  Dundee,  of  one 
James  Forbes,  "  lately  apprehend  in  Dundee  as  a  Jesuite,  conform  to  a  warrant  of 
the  Archbishop  of  S.  Andrew's "  (D.P.B.  US).4  There  is  also,  8  Nov.  1627,  a 
discharge  by  him  to  his  brother  Alexander  for  various  sums  (S.W.  232,  and  see 
facsimile  of  his  signature  thereto  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  32),  and  he  is  named  as  a  legatee 
of  500  merks  in  the  will  of  his  brother  Peter,  confirmed  4,  Nov.  1629  (Br.T.  8). 
He  is  last  named  as  living,  15  June  1630,  in  a  sasine  registered  2  Aug  (G.R.S.  6) 
to  him  and  his  wife,  of  a  South  Marketgait  tenement,  following  on  a  charter  of  23, 
30  Sept.  1629  (S.W.  2395;  P.B.N.  22)  made  in  their  favour  by  his  brother  Alexander. 
He,  however,  died  before  13  Aug.  in  that  year,  when  his  relict  assigns  this  property 
and  her  liferent  in  two  thousand  merks  to  his  brother,  Mr.  John  Wedderburn, 
regent  of  S.  Leonard's  College,  S.  Andrew's,  who  was  his  heir  (G.R.S.  7). 

He  had  married,  about  27  Sept.  1627,  the  date  of  the  marriage  contract 
(G.R.S.  7),  Jeane  Piersoun,  daughter  of  Mr.  Alexander  Piersoun,  burgess  of 
Aberbrothock  (ib).  She  is  named  with  him  in  a  bond  by  them  both,  22  Sept.  1628 
(R.D.  93),  and  in  the  above-mentioned  charter  to  them  by  his  eldest  brother  (S.W. 
239  ;  P.B.N.  22),  and  the  sasine  thereon  (G.R.S.  6  ut  sup). 

By  her,  who  survived  him,  and  immediately  after  his  death  made  the  above 
assignment  to  his  brother  John  (G.R.S.  7),  he  had  no  issue.  His  heir  was  thus  his 
immediate  younger  brother  John,  who,  8  May  1631,  as  brother  and  heir  of  the  late 
William  Wedderburn,  merchant,  burgess  of  Dundee,  granted  to  his  eldest  brother, 
Alexander,  a  charter  of  the  South  Marketgait  land  (S.W.  249).  In  order  to 
complete  the  title  Mr.  John  Wedderburn  was  formally  entered  therein  as  heir  to 
his  late  brother  William  31  May  1631  (P.B.N.  23),  after  which,  28  July, 
conformably  to  the  charter,  sasine  of  it  was  given  to  Alexander  (S.W.  250). 

5.  John  "Wedderburn6  [1599-1679],  afterwards  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford, 
fifth  and  youngest  son  of  Kingennie,  is  said  to  have  been  eighty  years  of  age  at  his 
death  in  1679,  and  was  thus  born  in  1599. 7  He  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1615, 
and  graduated  there  three  years  later,  1618  (S.A.R.  20).  After  this  he  remained  in 
Scotland  for  some  years,  and  was  one  of  the  regents  of  S.  Leonard's  College.s  Thus, 

1  See  also,  in  original  record,  Reg.  Acts  and  Decreets,  22  July,  28  Jan.  1618-19,  when  Peter  Wedderburn 
and  Helen  Lovell,  his  wife,  are  named  as  debtors  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Kobert  Traill  of  Dundee. 

-  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  232,  239.  249-50  ;  Bl.  P.  12  ;  D.  W.  3,9b;  D.L.B.  44 ;  D.P.B.  428,  431, 
445  ;  D.B.R.  xx.  title  page  ;  D.R.S.  25  ;  G.R.S.  6,  7  ;  R.D.  21  a,  93  ;  Br.T.  8  ;  P.B.N.  19,  22,  23. 

8  He  is  called  merchant  in  the  charter  by  his  brother  John,  8  May  1631  (S.W.  249),     See  below. 

*  He  is  also  named  as  a  witness  3  July  1G22  and  17  Nov.  1623  (D'.P.B.  428,  431),  and  20  Oct.  1627  (P.B.N. 
19).  On  the  first  two  of  these  occasions  he  is  identified  as  "  son  of  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn, 
notary,"  and  on  the  third  as  brother  german  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  dean  of  gild  (P.B.N.  19). 
The  name  "  William  Wedderburn  "  written  on  the  title  page  of  D.B.R.  xx.  may  be  his. 

'  In  this  entry  her  father  is  wrongly  described  as  "  —  Piersoun  of  Aberdeen." 

6  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  223,  249-50  ;  Bl.P.  9,  14,  37,  43,  81  ;  S.A.R.  20  ;  D.W.  2b;  D.P.B.  417 

441  ;  D.B.R.  385  ;  G.S.R.  7S,  102  ;  R.P.S.  33,  37  ;  G.R.S.  7,  43  ;  RD.  97,  99,  100  a,  115,  119,  124-25' 
128  ;  Br.T.  10  ;  D.B.  13,  15  ;  Ed.B.  4;  Ab.B.  1  n  ;  P.B.N.  13,  19,  23,  25. 

7  He  is,  perhaps,  first-named,  2  Nov.  1611,  when  there  is  a  charter  written  by  Mr.  John  Wedderburn,  son 

to  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  clerk  of  Dundee  (G.S.R.  78).  I  question,  however,  whether  the 
name  John  is  not  here  an  error  for  James,  as  John  was  then  but  twelve,  and  had,  of  course,  taken 
no  degree.  In  another  entry,  30  March  1611,  when  John  Wedderburn  witnesses  a  contract,  there  is 
some  doubt  as  to  the  date,  but  if  it  is  accurate  the  reference  may  be  to  him  (D.R.B.  385). 

8  J.W.  in  his  memoir  says  he  was  professor  of  philosophy,  but  quotes  no  authority,  and  Anthony  Wood 

says  he  was  doctor  of  physic. 
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27  Oct.  1617,  he  is  a  witness  (D.P.B.  417);  7  Nov.  1621,  he  borrows  from  his  Partn. 
uncle  David  "  4  builds  Socrates  behyf  Moral  Philosophic,"  and  an  "  Erasmus  chaP-  m- 
in  Inglis"  (D.W.  '2b);  and  five  years  later,  1626,  he  joins  with  his  brother  James 
in  witnessing  a  charter  in  favour  of  Graham  of  Claverhouse,  who  gets  sasine 
thereon  4  Sept.  (P.B.N.  13);  and,  13  May,  is  grantee  of  a  bond  by  his  eldest 
brother,  Alexander  (R.D.  99).  He  is  called  a  regent  of  S.  Leonard's  College  on  an 
occasion,  23  May,  1626,  when  he  witnesses  a  discharge  byhissister  Elizabeth  (S.W. 
223),  and  again,  20  June,  in  a  bond  of  which  he  is  grantee  (R.D.  97).  He  is  named 
in  1 627  as  a  witness,  28  May,  to  the  will  of  his  brother  James  (Br.T.  10),  and  13  Oct., 
when  he  and  his  brother  Peter  granted  a  charter  of  six  acres  in  the  YVestfield  of 
Dundee  to  Sir  W.  Graham  of  Claverhouse  (P.B.N.  19),  so  that  he  was  still  in  the 
North  in  that  year,  and  he  must  have  continued  there  1629-31,  as  we  find  him 
named  as  a  regent  of  S.  Leonard's  26  June  1629  (G.S.R.  102),  28  April,  31  May, 
1630,  when  he  is  grantee  of  two  bonds  (R.D.  115,  125),  and  13  Aug.  in  that  year, 
when  his  brother  William's  widow,  Jeane  Piersoun,  assigns  to  him  a  life-rent,  to 
which  she  was  entitled  under  her  marriage  contract  (G.R.S.  7).  We  have  already 
seen  that  he  was  William's  heir,  being  so  entered  1631,  in  the  South  Marketgait  land, 
of  which  he  granted  a  charter  to  his  brother  Kingennie  (S.W.  249-50 ;  P.B.N.  23,  25). 

He  is  said  to  have  travelled  abroad  for  some  years,  and  this  is  very  probably  true. 
There  is  a  factory  granted  by  him  to  one  of  his  family  7  June  1631,  which  was 
probably  made  on  his  leaving  home  (R.D.  100a).  This  factory  is  recorded  in  the 
minute-book,  but  not  in  the  record,  so  that  its  terms  do  not  appear.  It  would  seem, 
however,  to  have  been  granted  to  his  nephew  the  clerk  and  Thomas  Wichtan,  as, 
soon  after  he  returns  home,  he  grants,  17  April  1638,  a  discharge  to  them  "of  their 
intromissions  with  his  affairs  during  his  absence  from  Scotland  (ib.  128).  He  was 
thus  home  by  the  early  part  of  1638,  and  may  have  been  back  earlier,  as  there  is  an 
action  by  him  "  once  regent  of  S.  Leonard's  "  against  Haliburton  of  Pitcur,  upon 
a  bond  of  31  May  1630  (R.D.  115,  119),1  and  he  is  also  grantee  of  a  bond  made 
at  Edinburgh  in  Feb.  1637  (ib,  124).  He  is  one  of  those  who  are  to  advise  as  to 
the  investment  of  the  moneys  settled  by  the  marriage  contract,  5  Jan.  1638,  of  his 
nephew,  Alexander  (Bl.  14),  to  the  baptism  of  whose  son  John,  at  Dundee,  he  is 
witness,  12  Feb.  1641   (Bl.  9).2 

After  this  there  is  no  reference  to  his  presence  in  Dundee,  or,  indeed,  in 
Scotland  for  many  years,  and  he,  no  doubt,  was  again  in  England  and  abroad. 

In  1646  (April  9)  he  was  admitted  an  honorary  member  of  the  University  of 
Oxford,  in  connection  with  which  event  the  following  account  of  him  is  given  in 
the  Fasti  Oxonienses  of  Anthony  Wood  (vol.  ii,  92.  ed.  Bliss,  1815)3  : — 

"  John  Wedderburn  (he  writes),  doctor  of  physic  in  the  University  of  S.  Andrews  in  Scotland, 
was  then  incorporated  hy  virtue  of  the  letter  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  University,  which  tells  us 
that  he  is  one  of  His  Majesty's  Physicians  in  ordinary  and  a  gentleman  of  known  learning,  and  of 
vast  experience.  He  was  originally  a  Professor  of  Philosophy  in  the  said '  University,  but  that 
being  too  narrow  a  place  for  so  great  a  person,  he  left  it,  travelled  into  various  countries,  and 
became  so  celebrated  for  his  great  learning  and  skill  in  physick  that  he  was  the  chief  man  of  his 
country  for  many  years  for  that  faculty.  Afterwards,  he  received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and 
was  highly  valued  when  he  was  in  Holland  with  the  Prince  in  1646-7.  At  length,  though  his 
iulirmities  and  great  age  forced  him  to  retire  from  publick  practice  and  business,  yet  his  fame 
contracted  all  the  Scottish  nation  to  him  ;  and  his  noble  hospitality  and  kindness  to  all  that  were 
learned  and  virtuous,  made  his  conversation  no  less  loved  than  his  advice  was  desired." 

He  remained  in  Oxford,  after  his  incorporation,  and  was  there  with  the  Court 
in  June  1646,  when  the  city  surrendered  to  the  forces  of  Cromwell.  There  is  still 
extant  a  pass  permitting  Dr.  Wedderburn  to  leave  the  city  and  go  abroad.  It  is 
signed  by  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  and  runs  thus4  : — 

1  This  action  may  have  been  brought  by  his  factor  in  his  absence.  It  is  named  again  31  July  1638,  when 
there  is  a  gift  to  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  clerk  of  Dundee,  of  the  escheat  of  goods  of  George  Haly- 
burton  put  to  the  horn  at  his  instance  as  one  of  the  factors  of  Mr.  John  Wedderburn,  etc.  (R.P.S.  33). 

"2  He  is  also  named  1  May  1638,  when  he  resigns  a  North  Argylegait  tenement  in  Dundee  (D.P.B.  441). 

3  The  following  is  the  account  of  him  given  in  Foster's  Alumni  Oxonienses  1500  —1714,  "  Wedderburn  (Sir) 
John,  D.  Med.  S.  Andrew's  ;  incorporated  9  April  1646  (3  s.  Alexander,  of  Kengennie  (sic),  co. 
Forfar)  ;  physician  in  ordinary  to  Charles  I.,  died  unmarried  in  1 679.  aged  80.  See  Wood's  Fasti  ii.,  92." 
I  do  not  know  the  authority  for  saying  that  he  was  aged  80  at  the  date  of  his  death,  but  he  can 
hardly  have  been  less.     "  Third  son  "  is  an  error  for  fifth  son. 

-*  Printed  from  a  copy  of  the  original  at  Pitfirrane  in  the  possession  of  Sir  Arthur  Halkett,  Bart.  The 
italicized  words  are  in  handwriting,  the  rest  in  print. 
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Part  ii.  /"N  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  Knight,  General  of  the 

Chap.  in.  [s^J  Forces  raised  by  the  pariiamellt. 

Suffer  the  bearer  thereof,  Dorr  Wedderbourne  Phisitian  to  his  highness  y  Duke  of  York, 
who  was  in  the  city  and  Garrison  of  Oxford,  at  the  surrender  thereof  and  is  to  have  the  full 
benefit  of  the  Articles  agreed  uuto  upon  the  surrender,  quietly  and  without  let  or  interruption, 
to  passe  your  guard  with  his  servants,  Horses,  Annes,  Goods,  and  all  other  necessaries  and  to 
repair  unto  London  or  elsewhere  upon  his  necessary  occasions.  And  in  all  Places  where  he  shall 
reside,  or  whereto  he  shall  remove,  to  be  protected,  from  any  Violence  to  his  goods,  Person,  or 
Estate  according  to  the  said  Articles,  and  to  have  full  Liberty  at  any  time  whithin  six  months,  to 
goe  to  any  convenient  Port,  and  to  Transport  him  selfe  with  his  servants,  goods  and  necessaries 
beyond  the  Seas,  and  in  all  other  things  to  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  the  said  Articles.  Hereunto  due 
obedience  is  to  be  given,  by  all  Persons  whom  it  may  concerue,  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  Seale  the  27th  day  of  June  1646. 

Fa  irfox. 
To  all  Officers  and  Soldiers  under  my 
Command   and   to   all  others   whom 
it  may  concerne. 

We  have  seen  that,  according  to  Anthony  Wood,  he  was  with  the  prince, 
afterwards  Charles  II,  in  Holland  in  1646-47,  and,  if  so,  he,  no  doubt,  made  use  of 
his  permit  to  go  to  Holland.  I  have,  however,  no  direct  evidence  of  his  being 
there,  and  it  is  possible  that  he  remained  in  England,  and  was  with  the  king  at 
Newcastle  in  1648,  as,  10  Jan.  in  that  year,  there  is  a  grant  by  his  majesty  to  him 
as  his  physician  in  ordinary,  of  a  pension  of  £2,000  a  year  for  life  "  in  consideration 
of  his  thankful  service  already  done,  and  to  encourage  him  to  continue  therein  " 
(R.P.S.  37)';  and  he  was  certainly  in  London  in  Ki49,  when  Doctor  Barwick, 
afterwards  Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  who  was  entrusted  with  the  management  of  the 
king's  correspondence  with  his  friends  in  England,  being  seized  with  a  consumption 
that  threatened  to  be  fatal,  "the  care  of  his  health  was  wholly  entrusted  to  his 
dearest  friend  Dr.  John  Wedderburn  of  Scotland,  who,  as  he  was  formerly  physician 
to  the  king,  so  was  he  afterwards  most  deservedly  distinguished  with  the  honour  of 
knighthood  "  {Life  of  Dr.  Barwick,  p.  117).  It  is  said  that  "during  all  the  time  of 
this  worthj'  divine's  sickness  and  confinement  in  the  Tower,  Dr.  Wedderburn  showed 
great  address  in  the  management  of  the  king's  business  in  England  and  was  very 
instrumental  with  his  majesty's  other  friends  in  bringing  about  the  Restoration. "'- 
There  is  also  a  letter  dated  9  June  in  that  year,  and  addressed  by  his  nephew, 
Peter  Wedderburn  in  Edinburgh,  to  his  uncle  in  London.  There  would  seem  to 
have  been  some  difficulty  as  to  the  drawing  of  his  pension  from  the  Exchequer, 
and  the  doctor  must  have  written  on  the  matter  to  his  friend  the  Marquis  of  Argylc, 
then  at  the  head  of  the  ruling  faction  in  Scotland.    Peter  Wedderburn  writes  thus  : 

Mr.  Barclay  hath  expressed  to  me  a  great  deall  of  Respect  and  Desijre  to  serve  you  and  made 
me  witness  to  the  delyvery  of  yvs  to  my  Lord  Argyle  who  receaved  it  verie  kyndlie  and  promised 
to  befriend  you.  As  yet  the  Parliament  hath  not  determined  how  to  regulat  the  Exchequer  but 
after  they  have  nominated  the  Commissioners  I  shall  prosecute  it  farder  albeit  I  fear  to  no  purpose, 
for  all  struggle  to  make  their  best  of  ane  evill  and  uncertaine  tyme. 

Whether  or  no  the  pension  was  paid  does  not  appear ;  but  most  probably 
it  was  allowed  to  remain  in  abeyance,  as,  on  the  Restoration,  the  doctor  got  another 
writ,  28  June  1661,  continuing  to  him  the  grant  of  1648  (Bl.  81).  Mean- 
while his  adherence  to  the  royal  cause  is  shown  by  an  entry  in  the  "  Calendar 
of  the  Committee  for  Compounding,  1643-60,"3  where  there  is  an  entry  "21  March 
1650,  John  Wedderburn,  M.D.,  compounds  for  delinquency  in  adhering  to  the  late 
king  in  the  first  war  for  which  he  has  never  been  sequestered  ;  22  March,  fine,  £10." 

He  was  in  London  in  1655,  as  appears  from  a  letter  (Bl.  37),  dated  22  Jan. 
in  that  year,  and,  according  to  an  old  endorsement  on  it,  written  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Gleg  to  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  "  when  in  England  with  his 
uncle,  the  doctor,"  and  in  1657  was  in  Edinburgh,  where,  26  Keb.,  he  witnessed 
the  baptism  of  John,  son  to  his  nephew  Peter  Wedderburn  and  Agnes  Dicksone 
(Ed.B.  4). 

Upon  the  Restoration,  he  was  appointed  Physician  to  the  King,  by  whom  he 
was  also  knighted  and  from  whom   he   received  a  confirmation  of   his  pension 

1  This  is  quoted  (Bl.  81)  as  a  pension  of  2,000  merks,  but  the  Register  of  the  Privy  Seal  makes  it  clear 

that  it  was  £2,000. 
!  This  is  so  stated  iu  the  MS.  Genealogicil  Account  of  Lord  Loughborough  (Bl.  81). 
;:  This  is  one  of  the  state  record  publications,  1891,  p.  2230  ;  P.E.  218,  435,  438. 
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(Bl.  81  ut  sup.).     He  now  had  evidently  considerable  influence  at  Court.     There  Part  n- 
is  at  Pitfirrane  a  letter  to  him  from  the  Marquis  of  Argyle,  then  in  prison  and  ctla,p-  m- 
condemned  to  death,  which  is  dated  from  Edinburgh  11   May  1661.,  fifteen  days 
before  Argyle's  execution,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

Goad  Maister 

Your  nephew  Sr  Peter  is  going  to  London  I  am  confident  he  can  doe  very  much  if  he  pleas 
in  relation  to  my  business  for  if  his  Maties  prejudice  wer  laid  asyd  my  accusations  otherways  are 
the  common  failing  of  the  nation  which  I  doe  not  excoose  but  desyre  to  shelter  my  self  under  his 
Mas  gratious  and  naturall  inclination  to  clemeueie  [with]  which  he  has  covered  every  subject  in 
all  his  Mas  dominions  except  a  few  Murderers  of  his  Royal  father  therfor  I  expect  so  much  of 
your  favour  and  kyndness  at  this  tym  as  to  recieve  information  from  my  sonnes  and  to  let  your  . 
Nephew  know  how  much  his  kyndness  to  me  may  oblige  you  and  tho  I  be  not  abll  (sic)  to  requyt 
your  kyndness  yit  I  still  rest  confident  of  your  favor  upon  ane  mor  reall  and  antient  accompt  being 
Your  old  pupil  and  most  humbll 
Servant  Argyll. 

Below  the  signature  Sir  John  has  written  the  reason  why  he  could  do  nothing, 
thus : — 

Powerful  order  was  sent  before  I  recieved  this  and  before  my  Nephew  arriving,  so  that  I 
could  not  meddle. 

The  following  letter,  addressed  by  the  Earl  of  Southesk  "  ffor  my  right 
loveing  and  much  honoured  Cusin1  Doctor  Wedderburn  Phisician  at  London,"  is 
also  at  Pitfirrane  : — 

Right  loveing  and  much  honoured  Cusin,  Our  Merchands  trade  pntlie  at  London  is  so  small 
that  I  have  had  difficulties  eneugh  to  get  exchange  for  these  monneyes  my  sonne  took  up  be  yor 
assistance  at  London  before  he  parted  from  you.  I  have  lately  agreid  with  ane  very  honest 
Merchand  in  yis  Towne  Hew  Hamiltoun  who  has  undertaken  to  pay  at  London  these  sex  huudreth 
twenty  foure  Pounds  Englishe  money  before  the  first  of  September  to  any  you  shall  direct  him  that 
will  delyver  back  to  him  my  sonnes  band  of  the  lyke  soume  for  I  know  not  from  whom  my  sonne 
borrowed  the  monneys.  Therefore  I  intreat  you  to  let  me  or  your  Nephew  Petter  know  be  yor 
Lre  the  Gentleman's  Name  that  lent  my  sonne  these  moneyes.  You  have  been  put  to  greater 
feshrie  and  paynes  be  me  and  my  sonne  then  we  will  ever  be  able  to  acquit  albeit  I  may  confidentlie 
promise  that  I  shall  ever  be  willing  and  readdy  at  all  occasions  to  approve  myself 

Yor  most  affectionate  and  most  obliged 
Cusin  to  serve  you  Southesk. 

Edinb.  17  July  in  hast  [no  year  given]. 

His  eminence  as  a  physician  is  testified  by  various  references  to  him  by  his 
contemporaries.  Thus,  in  the  Diary  of  Alexander  and  James  Brodie  of  Brodie, 
1652-85  (Aberdeen,  ed.  Spalding  Club  1863,  p.  210)  is  an  entry  27-31  Aug.  1661, 
in  which  Brodie,  writing  in  London,  says,  "  I  had  a  fit  of  sickness  . . .  sent  for 
Dr.  Wedderburn  ...  as  it  were  by  a  miracle  I  was  healed."  Perhaps  disease  and 
remedy  were  equally  simple.2  So  again  he  is  eulogized,  both  for  his  skill  and  his 
character,  by  the  famous  Jeremy  Taylor,  who,  in  a  postscript  to  a  discourse  on 
friendship  addressed  to  Mrs.  Katharine  Phipps  (Collection  of  Polemical  Discourses, 
folio,  London,  1676),  says  : — 

Madam,  If  you  shall  think  fit  that  these  papers  pass  further  than  your  own  eye  and  closet  I 
desire  that  they  may  be  consigned  into  the  hands  of  my  worthy  friend  D1'  Wedderburne ;  for  I  do 
not  only  expose  all  my  sicknesses  to  his  cure,  but  I  submit  my  weaknesses  to  his  censure  ;  being 
as  confident  to  find  of  him  charity  for  what  is  pardonable,  as  remedy  for  what  is  curable.  But 
indeed,  madam,  I  look  upon  that  worthy  man  as  an  Idea  of  Friendship,  and  if  I  had  no  other 
notices  of  friendship  or  conversation  to  instruct  me  than  his,  it  were  sufficient.  For  whatsoever 
I  can  say  of  friendship  I  can  say  of  his  and  as  all  that  know  him  reckon  him  among  the  best 
physicians,  so  I  know  him  worthy  to  be  reckoned  among  the  best  friends. 

Sir  John  acquired  considerable  wealth,  and  having  no  children,  for  he  never 
married,  benefited  by  his  fortune  his  two  nephews,  sons  of  his  brother  James, 
viz.,  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  the  famous  clerk  of  Dundee,  and 
Sir  Peter  Wedderburn,  one  of  the  senators  of  the  College  of  Justice,  under  the 
title  of  Lord  Gosford.  It  was  largely  thus  that  Sir  Alexander  was  able  to  purchase 
Blackness,  and  Sir  Peter  (in  1659)  the  estate  of  Gosford  in  the  parish  of  Aberlady, 

1  I  do  not  know  how  they  were  related,  and  perhaps  "  Cusin  "  is  only  a  complimentary  term. 

2  Doctor  Wedderbourne  is  named  as  subscribing  from  London,   April   1661,  to  the   Marischal  College, 

Aberdeen  (Records  of  the  Marischal  College,  &c,  ed.  P.  J.  Anderson,  1889.     New  Spalding  Club 
Public,  p.  304). 
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Part  II-  East  Lothian,  which  remained  in  the  family  until  1781,  when  it  was  sold  to  the 

Chap.  m.  j^arj  0f  wemySSj  in  whose  family  it  has  since  remained  (see  post,  Part  IV.,  The 

Wedderburns  of  Gosford). 

It  was  at  Gosford  that  Sir  John  resided  on  his  return  to  Scotland,  somewhere 
about  1(162,  and  his  name  occurs  in  the  Aberlady  registers  under  date  1663 
Feb.  25,  Sept.  25,  as  witness  to  the  baptisms  of  a  daughter  of  Sir  James  Durhame 
(Ab.B.  1  n),  and  of  James,  fifth  son  to  Lord  Gosford  (Hi.  1).  Ho  occasionally 
visited  Dundee  at  this  period,  as  in  the  parish  registers  of  that  burgh  his  name 
also  occurs  as  witness  to  the  baptism,  24  Jan.  1665,  of  John,  son  of  Alexander 
Wedderburn  of  Easter  Powrie,  provost  (D.B.  13),  and,  10  Oct.  1667,  to  that  of 
John,  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  younger,  of  Kingennie,  and  Grissell  Wedder- 
burn (ib.  15).  He  also  witnessed,  in  1674,  the  marriage  contract  of  his  great 
niece,  Agnes  Wedderburn  (daughter  of  Sir  Peter)  and  David  Haliburton  of  Pitcur, 
being  described  in  the  document  as  "physician  to  his  Majesty  (G.R.S.  43).  He 
was  often  consulted  after  his  retirement.  Thus,  31  July  1673,  Margaret,  Countess 
of  Leven,  writing  from  Wemyss  to  her  aunt,  Lady  Melville,  says,  "  I  got  word 
from  Dr.  Waderburn  that  if  I  maried  now  I  should  hasard  both  my  own  lyf  and 
my  child's  (Sir  William  Fraser's  Melville  and  Leven  Papers,  i.,  441). 

Some  years  before  his  death  Sir  John  disponed  some  of  his  property  to  his 
nephew  Sir  Peter,  accepting  in  lieu  of  it  a  life  annuity  of  10,600  merks  scots, 
secured  on  the  estate  of  Gosford,  and  to  be  paid  him  "at  two  terms  in  the  year  by 
equal  portions."  This  is  shown  by  a  bond  given  to  Sir  John  by  Sir  Peter,  and 
dated  at  Gosford  31  Oct.  1671  (Bl.  81).  There  seems  at  one  time  to  have  been 
a  difference  between  Sir  Peter  and  his  elder  brother.  Sir  Alexander,  as  to  th& 
benefits  they  had  received  from  their  uncle,  as  among  the  Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  43) 
there  is  an  agreement,  dated  21  Nov.  1676,  and  made  for  the  settling  of  differences 
between  Sir  Peter  and  John,  eldest  son  of  the  lately  deceased  Sir  Alexander,  which 
cancels  an  earlier  agreement  between  the  two  brothers  "  relating  to  the  estate  of 
Sir  John  Wedderburne,  their  uncle,  when  he  was  then  living  in  England."  By  the 
new  agreement  John  Wedderburn  undertakes  that  he  will  never  dispute  anything 
done  by  Sir  John  in  favour  of  Sir  Peter,  who  in  his  turn  relieves  Blackness  of 
bonds  amounting  to  over  30,000  merks,  as  well  as  of  some  other  obligations  of  his 
late  father's  estate  to  certain  of  Sir  John's  nieces. 

Sir  John  died  at  Gosford1  in  July  1679,  but  a  few  months  before  his  favourite 
nephew  Sir  Peter,  "  satur  annis,  opibus,  et  honoribus  "  (Edward's  Mist.  Angus). 
He  had  before  his  death  given  to  the  kirk  of  Aberlady,  in  which  parish  Gosford 
lies,  200  merks  in  money  to  be  distributed  among  the  poor,2  and  also  gave  or 
bequeathed  four  cups  of  fine  silver  for  the  administration  of  the  Holy  Communion. 
These  beautiful  vessels  are  still  in  use  for  that  purpose,  and  when  I  was  in  the 
neighbourhood  a  few  years  back  (24  Sept.  1892)  they  were  shown  to  me  by  the 
present  minister."  They  are  all  alike,  and  round  the  rim  of  each  runs  this 
inscription  : — "  d.  jo.  wedderburn.  med.d.  d.regivs  deo  sacrvm  et  cvri/E  sacr/k 
in  aberladie  dicat  hoc."  "  Sir  (dominus)  John  Wedderburn,  doctor  of  medicine, 
doctor  to  the  King,  dedicates  this  as  holy  to  God  and  to  the  holy  Church  in 
Aberlady,"  or  the  first  D.  may  be  for  "  donum,"  "  this  gift,"  in  which  it  should  be 
read  at  the  end  of  the  inscription  instead  of  at  the  beginning.  Below  the 
inscription  are  engraved  the  family  arms  and  crest  (an  eagle's  head),  with, 
however,  the  peculiarity  that  the  chevron  is  shown  "or,"  and  is  also  charged 
with  a  fleur  de  lys,  wdiile  the  helmet  is  profile  and  not,  as  a  knight's  helmet 
should  be,  full  front.4 

'  He  was,  no  doubt,  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  Aberlady,  but,  his  tomb  canuot  be  identified.     On  visiting 

the  churchyard  in  1892,  in  order  to  see  any  tombs  to  him  or  others  of  the  name.  I  could  find  no 

legible  inscriptions.     The  place,  recently  well  kept,  was  long   uncared  for,  and  no  monuments  of 

any  age  can  now  be  identified. 
-  See  discharge  by  the  owner  by  the  minister  and  elders  of  Aberlady  to  Sir  Peter  Wedderburn  7  Sept, 

1678  (B1.P.  SI). 
::  They  stand  about  nine-and-a-half  inches  high  ;  their  diameter  at  the  top  being  five-and-a-half  inches,  and 

at  the  foot  four-and-three-quarter  inches.     The  Hall  mark  is  a  crown  over  the  letters  V\L,  while  on  the 

base  is  stamped  ^  £  or  rJ  J, 
J  This  is  also  the  case  with  an  old  signet  ring  of  1580,  of  which  an  account  will  be  given  post,  s.,  the 

chapter  on  the  family  arms. 
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He  also  left1  a  large  and  valuable  library2  to  his  alma  mater,  S.  Leonard's  Part  II. 
College,  in  the  University  of  S.   Andrew's,  a  bequest  which  is  the  subject  of  a  CbaP-  m- 
letter  dated  ^0  July  1679  and  addressed  by  the  principal  and  professors   of  that 
institution  to  his  nephew,  Lord  Gosford.     This  letter  is  as  follows3  :— 

May  it  please  your  Lordship 

Though  the  Rector  of  this  University  hath  in  name  thereof  acknowledged  the  exemplar 
munificence  of  yor  Lop's  most  learned  and  most  justlie  honoured  uncle  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of 
ever  Worthie  memorie  and  yor  Lop's  singular  Justice  and  Generosity  fulfilling  his  pious  and  prudent 
will  and  the  sense  the  University  hath  of  the  obligations  they  are  under  to  you  Lop's  honourable 
Familie  for  these  and  many  other  reasons  yet  he  hath  not  thereby  either  taken  off  or  lessned  the 
particular  obligation  that  lyes  upon  us  to  a  gratefull  resentment  of  the  speciall  favour  done  to 
S.  Leanord's  Colledge  to  which  the  noble  Donation  is  made  We  cannot  but  acknowledge  it  the 
greatest  of  that  nature  that  ever  hath  been  made  by  any  one  man  to  any  Colledge  in  the  kingdome 
And  yet  we  must  in  Justice  to  him  say  that  we  have  no  more  but  himself  restored  with  this  dis- 
advantage that  the  Colledge  now  only  possesseth  in  many  dead  volumes  what  it  enjoyed  in  one 
living  man  when  he  in  his  younger  years  adorned  his  profession  therein  by  his  singular  learning 
pietie  prudence  and  his  other  eminent  endowments  whereby  he  was  also  an  ornament  to  this 
Universitie  as  he  hath  ever  siuce  been  an  honour  to  his  countrie.  As  he  spent  his  life  in  making 
others  live  so  at  his  death  he  has  not  only  contribute  his  greatest  endeavours  to  restore  his 
languishing  Mother  to  that  vigour  which  may  enable  her  to  bring  forth  such  Children  as 
may  in  some  measure  resemble  him  but  also  given  so  great  an  example  as  (we  wish)  may  be  as 
much  imitated  as  tis  admired  for  which  and  for  yo1'  Lop's  kindness  and  generositie  so  frequentlie 
and  signallie  exprest  to  our  Societie  and  particularlie  in  yor  Lops  generous  care  to  make  his  pious 
endeavour  effectual  for  so  good  and  Great  a  design  we  judge  ourselves  obliged  upon  all  occasions  to 
make  most  honlj'e  mention  as  our  greatest  Benefactor  and  of  yo1'  Lop  as  the  greatest  promoter  of 
our  interests  And  also  to  leave  upon  record  to  those  who  shall  come  after  us  such  a  testimonial 
as  may  oblige  this  Societie  in  all  tyme  coming  to  pay  yo1'  Lops  Familie  that  dutifull  respect  which 
it  owes  to  the  kindest  the  justest  and  most  geuerous  of  their  Friends.  As  the  Rector  in  the  name 
of  the  Universitie  hath  so  we  for  S.  Leanord's  Colledge  do  warrand  yor  Lop  to  delyver  the  Books 
to  our  well  beloved  Brother  Mr.  David  Anderson  whose  Receipt  of  them,  conforme  to  a  catalogue 
subscribed  by  yo1'  Lop,  shall  be  an  obligation  on  us  to  give  your  Lop  a  discharge  thereof  when  you 
shall  be  pleased  to  ask  for  it. 

If  the  length  of  this  be  ane  indecencie  we  entreat  that  our  zeal  may  excuse  us  and  that  yor 
Lop  may  believe  that  herein  is  exprest  but  a  verie  small  part  of  the  grateful  resentment  which  is 
due  to  yor  Lop  from 

Yor  Lop's  most  oblidged  most  humble  and  most  faithfull  servants 

Alexr  Cockburne  D.  James  Weenies 

Gilb.  Crokatt  Al.  Skene. 

A.  Cunninghamc 

Facsimiles  of  two  of  Sir  John's  signatures  will  be  found  opp.  p.  32  of  vol.  ii. 
(S.W.  223,  249).  There  is  a  portrait  of  him  by  Jamieson4  at  Meredith  in  the 
possession  of  Sir  William  Wedderburn,  a  modern  copy  of  which  is  in  my  possession. 
A  reproduction  of  the  picture  is  given  opposite. 

Of  the  daughters  of  Kingennie  and  Helen  Eamsay,  of  whom  I  have  yet  to  give  an 
account,5 

1  It  would  thus  appear  that  he  left  a  will,  but  I  have  not  found  any  record  of  the  document. 

-  "  When  at  S.  Andrew's  some  years  since  (says  J.  W.  in  his  MS.)  I  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  sight  of  some 
of  the  books  thus  bequeathed,  but  in  vain.  A  perfect  parity  of  dirt  and  disarray  prevailed  through- 
out ;  one  fourth  of  the  books  were  absent ;  no  catalogue  existed  ;  the  shelves  and  floor  were  filthy  ; 
portraits,  some  of  them  good,  of  various  distinguished  persons  connected  with  the  college  were 
banished  to  the  staircase,  where  two  or  three  of  the  paintings  hung  in  tatters.  Such  is  one  ill  result 
among  many  of  converting  what  was  a  distinguished  seat  of  learning  into  a  seminary  for  clowns." 
I  do  not  know  to  what  change  of  circumstances  J.W.'s  last  sentence  refers.  Mr.  J.  Maitland 
Anderson  writes  to  me  (19  Jan.  1892)  that  the  books  left  by  Sir  John  were  transferred  on  the 
dissolution  of  S.  Leonard's  College,  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  to  the  general  university 
library,  from  the  other  volumes  in  which  they  are  not  now  distinguishable. 

3  Quoted  from  a  copy  of  the  original  at  Pitfirrane  as  cited  in  the  Genealogical  Account  of  Lord  Lough- 

borough (Bl.  81).  It  is  also  given  at  length,  with  slightly  different  spelling,  in  Douglas'  Baronage 
(p.  579),  under  the  account  of  Sir  John.  The  abbreviation  "  Lop  "  is,  of  course,  for  "  Lordship," 
while  the  word  ''resentment"  is  used  to  signify  "reciprocal  feeling,"  literally  "  resentement,' '  as 
Douglas  spells  it. 

4  So  it  is  said,  but  Jamieson  died  in  1644  when  Sir  John  would  be  in  his  forty-fifth  year,  and  the  portrait 

gives  the  impression  of  a  somewhat  older  man. 

5  In  the  Genealogical  Account  of  Lord  Loughborough  (Bl.P.  81)  Kingennie's  daughters  are  given  as  three  : 

1,  Elizabeth ;  2,  Agnes  (said  to  have  married  Andrew  Halyburton  of  Gask) ;  and  3,  Magdalene ;  reference 
being  made  to  Mackenzie's  Precedency,  Cap.  8,  p.  56,  although  I  can  there  find  nothing  on  the  subject. 
J.W.  in  his  printed  memoir  gives  a  like  list,  but  adds  a  fourth  daughter,  Elspeth,  m.  Alexander 
Fotheringham,  brother  of  Powrie,  while  in  his  later  MS.  he  follows  Douglas  and  makes  Elspeth  the 
daughter  of  Alexander,  second  of  Kingennie,  and  in  her  place  puts  two  daughters — Janet  m.  William 
Davidson,  and  Katharine  m.  William  Ferguson.  The  list,  given  in  the  text,  is,  as  the  evidence  shows, 
correct,  while  those  in  the  Genealogical  Account  and  in  J.W.'s  printed  memoir  and  MS.  are  full  of  errors. 

T 
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Part  II.  1.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,1  their  eldest  daughter,  is  first  named  24  May  1607,  when 

Chap.  in.  George  Campbell  of  Crunaue  or  Orinan,  co.  Forfar,  discharges  her  father  of  the 

balance  of  5,000  merks.  the  tocher  promised  by  him  on  the  marriage  of  his  daughter 
Elizabeth  with  Crunane's  eldest  son  Colin  (S.W.  162).  The  date  of  the  marriage 
contract  is  not  given,  but  was,  no  doubt,  shortly  before  her  discharge.  She  thus 
married  (i)  Colin  Campbell,  who  acquired  the  lands  of  Balgirsho,  co.  Forfar,  but  did 
not  long  survive.  J.  W.  says  there  was  no  issue  of  the  marriage,  and  this  is  probably 
correct.  She  married,  (ii)  about  August  1612,  Mr.  Peter  Bruce,  principal  of  S. 
Leonard's  College,  S  Andrew's.2  The  marriage  contract  (Bl.  24)  is  dated  17  Aug. 
1612,  and  describes  her  as  daughter  to  Kingennie  and  relict  of  Colin  Campbell  of 
Balghsho.  After  her  father's  death  she  and  her  husband,  23  May  1626,  discharge 
her  brother,  Kingennie,  of  a  sum  due  to  her  under  an  assignation  of  28  Sept.  1625, 
which  her  father  had  made  in  her  favour  (S.W.  223).  She  is  expressly  called  the 
"eldest  daughter"  of  her  father  in  this  document.  Dr.  Peter  Bruce  died  before  1631, 
when  Elizabeth  is  described  as  his  relict  in  a  bond  granted  to  her  by  George  Lammie 
of  Dunkany,  and  others  (R.D.  104),  as  she  is  also  in  another  bond  to  her,  26  Nov., 
8  Dec.  1632  (ib.  118).3  She  is  also  named  in  a  discharge  granted  to  her,  13  June 
1636,  by  her  son-in-law  Simon  Mackenzie,  and  her  daughter  Elizabeth  his  wife,  of 
half  the  heirship  goods  belonging  to  Elizabeth  Bruce  as  one  of  the  two  daughters 
and  heirs  retoured  of  Dr.  Peter  Bruce  her  father,  and  as  one  of  the  two  sisters  german 
and  heirs  of  the  late  Helen  Bruce  (R.D.  121).  From  this  it  appears  that  by  her 
marriage  with  Dr.  Peter  Bruce,  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  had  issue  tln'ee  daughters, 
of  whom  one,  Elizabeth,  was  served  heir  to  her  father  12  Jan.  1635  (D  B  R.  435), 
with  consent  of  her  spouse,  Simon  Mackenzie,  of  Logstane  or  Loch  Slin  (brother 
of  George,  Earl  of  Seaforth),  by  whom  she  had  issue  a  son,  the  famous  Sir  George 
Mackenzie  of  Rosehaugh,4  lord  advocate  during  the  reigns  of  Charles  II.  and 
James  II.,  and  perhaps  other  children. 
2.  Magdalene  Wedderburn,5  is  first  named,  20  July  1593,  in  a  discharge  by  her 
father,  as  her  tutor  and  administrator,  to  John  Traill  (D.B.R.  296).  She  is  then 
not  named  till  23  Feb.  1606,  when  she  is  godmother  to  her  uncle  David's  daughter 
Magdalen  (D.W.  14j,  15,/).     In  this  year,   13  Oct.,  her  father  made  a  settlement 

There  is  no  evidence  of  any  Agnes,  daughter  of  Kingennie,  and  the  suggestion  is  probably  a  confusion 
between  Agnes,  daughter  of  Sir  Peter  of  Gosford  (post,  partiv.,  ch.  1),  who  married  David  Haliburton 
of  Pitcur,  and  Kingennie's  two  daughters,  Magdalen  and  Margaret,  both  of  whom  also  married 
Haliliurtons.  Elspeth,  who  married  Alexander  Fotheringham,  was  a  daughter  of  Kingennie  and  not 
of  his  son,  and  the  same  is  the  case  with  regard  to  Marjory,  who  m.  Carnegy  of  Leuchland,  and 
whom  J.W.'s  memoir  does  not  name.  Janet,  who  m.  William  Davidson,  was  the  daughter  of 
Kingennie's  uncle,  Peter  Wedderburn  (ante,  pp.  96-98),  aud  Katharine,  who  m.  William  Ferguson, 
was  his  sister  and  not  his  daughter  (ante,  pp.  120-22). 
i  Synopsis  of  References:  S.W.   162,  223;    Bl.P.   24;   D.C.  62;  D.P.B.  435  ;   R.D.  91,  104,  110,  118,  121 

2  I  have  already  (p.  48.  n.  4)  alluded  to  the  confusion  of  J.  W.  in  both  bis  printed  memoir  and  his  MS.  as 

to  the  marriages  of  two  Bruces,  both  of  S.  Andrew's,  to  two  Wedderburns. 

3  See  also  R.  D.  1 1 0,  where  there  is  a  bond  to  Elizabeth  Bruce,  relict  of  Dr.  Peter  Bruce,  some  time  principal 

of  S.  Leonard's  College,  S.  Andrew's,  10  Dec.  1632. 

4  Douglas,  followed  by  J.W,  in  his  MS.  and  partly  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Millar  in  his   Burgess  Roll,  etc.,  says  that 

Sir  George  Mackenzie  received  the  first  rudiments  of  his  education  in  Kingennie's  family.  If  by  this 
it  is  meant  that  his  grandfather  helped  to  educate  him,  the  statement  is  altogether  wrong  as  Kingennie 
predeceased  Mackenzie's  birth  (1636)  by  ten  years.  On  the  other  hand,  as  Mackenzie  was  born  in 
Dundee,  brought  up  by  his  maternal  grandmother,  and  sent  to  the  Grammar  School  there,  it  is  very 
likely  thatas  a  boy  he  saw  much  of  his  Wedderburn  relatives.  He  was  afterwardsat  S.  Andrew's  and 
King's  College,  Aberdeen  ;  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee  17  Aug.  1661  (Lockit  Bulk  s.d.)  ;  and 
succeeded  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  as  town's  advocate,  5  Dec.  1665  (D.C.B.  112). 

The  following  (undated)  letter  from  Sir  George  to  Sir  Peter  Wedderburn  of  Gosford  is  at 
Pitfirrane  (Bl.  81):— 

"My  Lord — I  am  now  forced  to  goe  north  though  somewhat  tender  and  if  aniething  ails  me  I 
hope  yor  Lop  will  look  to  the  little  Children.  I  have  left  a  Disposition  of  my  Estate  to  the  Boy  and 
failling  him  to  the  eldest  Lasse  aud  failling  her  to  the  other  And  ane  exact  account  of  my  estate 
with  a  little  Book  wherein  I  have  left  memorandums  anent  all  my  affairs.  Yor  Lop  may  call  for 
them  from  Colin.  Think  me  not  apprehensive  but  cautious  in  this  for  reallie  I  feare  not  death  now 
in  the  least.  My  thoughts  are  God  be  praised  very  fully  upon  my  Maker  and  I  live  as  much  out  of 
duty  as  inclination." 

An  old  ring  containing  Sir  George's  hair  is  in  my  possession.  It  is  of  gold  and  white  enamel,  set 
with  five  small  cairn  gorms  of  a  yellow  and  two  of  a  blue  (or  literally  "  gorm  ")  tint.  It  was  given 
to  my  grandfather,  J.  \V\,  by  his  aunt,  Katharine  Wedderburn,  to  whose  father,  Thomas  of  Cantra, 
it  had  descended.     See  for  an  account  of  Mackenzie,  the  Nat.  Diet.  ISiog.  s.v. 

5  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  ISO,  215,  216,  226,  228,  296;  Bl.P.  9,  23  ;  D.W.  14/,  15;';  D.C.  73  ;  D.P.B. 

365  ;  D.B.R.  296  ;  G.S.R.  106 ;  G.R.S.  9  ;  K.D.  S3  6,  162  ;  D.B.  2. 
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on  her,  her  sister  Margaret,  and  their  brother  James  (D.P.B.  365),  and  then  again  Partir. 

she  is  not  named  for  some  years.     She  was  twice  married,  (i.)  soon  after  1  June  ctiaP-  ln- 

1G11,   the  date  of    the  marriage  contract  (Bl.  23),  to  William    Wedderburn,  of 

whom  an  account  has  been  already  given  (ante,  pp.  46-48),  and  who,  with  her, 

discharged  her  father  of  her  tocher  of  3,000  merks,  in  1613  (S.W.  150).1     By  him, 

who  died  in  1616,  she  had  two  daughters,  Margaret  and  Christian,  of  whom  an 

account  will  be  found,  ante,  p.  48.     She  is  named  as  William  Wedderburn's  relict  on 

several  occasions,  e.g.,  in  bonds  to  her,  20,  24  July  1620  (R.D.  83  b) ;  12  July  1621 

(D.C.  73),  and  12  Jan.  1625  in  an  assignation  by  her  father  to  her  of  5,500  merks 

(S.W.  215).     She  married  (ii.)  soon  after  5  March  1625,  the  date  of  the  marriage 

contract  (S.W.  216),  Mr.  George  Haliburton  of  Fodderance,  who,  with  her,  discharged 

her  brother  Alexander  of  her  tocher  of  2,500  merks  (S.W.  226).     There  is  another 

discharge  by  Haliburton  to  his  brother-in-law   31  May  1627  (S.W.  228),  and  an 

assignation,  12  June  1629,  by  Magdalen  to  her  husband  of  the  above-mentioned 

bond  of  1621  (D.C.  73).     On  17  May  1632  she  and  her  husband,  who  had  been 

appointed  a  lord  of  session  8  Nov.  1627  in  the  place  of  the  late  Lord  Kilsyth,  got 

sasine  of  Lauton,  in  the  parish  of  Cargill,  co.  Perth  (G.R.S.  9),  and  very  soon  after 

got  a  great  seal   charter  of  half  Strabrok,  co.   Linlithgow  (G.S.R    106).     Lord 

Fodderance  was  knighted,  14  July  1633.     He  is  named  in  March  1646  as  a  witness 

to  the  baptism  of  the  third  daughter  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness 

(D.B.  2),  Helen,  who,  nineteen  years  later  in  1665,  married  the'son  of  John  Dickson 

of  Hartrie,  who  had  succeeded  Haliburton  on  the  bench  on  his  death  soon  after 

15  March  1649.     The  date  of  Magdalene  Wedderburn's  death  is  not  quite  clear.2 

There  is  a  bond  (S.W.  296),  31  Dec.  1646,  by  her  daughter  Margaret  Wedderburn, 

which  seems  to  imply  her  decease,  but  there  is  also  recorded  an  assignation  of  7  Jan. 

1 659  by  Dame  Magdalene  Wedderburn,  relict  of  Sir  George  Haliburton  of  Fotherance, 

to  Marjory  Haliburton  and  John  Ogilvy  of  Lownan  her  spouse  (R  D.  162)  which  is 

quite  inconsistent  with  her  death  either  before  1646  or  at  all  in  the  lifetime  of  her 

second  husband.     By  her  second  marriage  she  had  issue,  including  the  above-named 

Marjory.3 

3.  Margaret  Wedderburn.4   She  is  first-named  13  Oct.  1 606,  in  the  settlement  by  her 

father  on  her,  her  sister  Magdalen,  and  their  brother  James  (D.P.B.  365).     She 

married  Thomas  Halyburton,  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Halyburton,  dean  of  gild,  and 

later,  provost  of  Dundee.     The  date  of  this  marriage  is  not  quite  clear.     There  is 

a  marriage  contract  2  Dec.  1615  (S.W.  187),  which  seems  not  to  have  been  acted 

on,  as  nearly  fifteen  months  later,  25  Feb.  1617,  there  is  another  such  contract 

(ib.  1 92),  on  which  sasine  follows  the  same  day  (ib.  193).     In  both  of  them  her  tocher 

is  stated  at  4,000  merks.     In  1618,  April  24,  the  spouses  get  sasine  of  the  lands  of 

Mylne  Hill  and  Longforgund  in  the  barony  of  Lundie,  co.  Perth  (D.P.B.  412),  and, 

19  Jan.  1620,  there  is  an  agreement  (S.W.  204)  between  the  Haliburtons,  father 

and  son,  and  Kingennie,  as  to  the  investment  of  12,000  merks  settled  on  Margaret 

under  her  marriage  contract  of  1617.     This  contract  is  again  referred  to  in  an 

inhibition,  22  Jan.  1632,  by  the  elder  Haliburton  v.  his  son  and  his  wife  and  her 

brother  Kingennie,  restraining  the  spouses  from  selling  their  lands  to  his  hurt  (S.W. 

254). 6  •    Thomas  Haliburton  was  living  9  March  1 653,  when  he  made  a  disposition 

1  See  facsimiles  of  her  and  her  husband's  signatures  to  this  discharge,  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  24. 

a  It  is  on  the  authority  of  the  bond  of  31  Dec.  1646  (S.W.  296)  that  I  have,  ante,  p.  48,  n.  1,  stated  that 

he  died  before  that  date,  the  assignation  of  1659  not  being  then  present  to  my  mind.     Perhaps  the 

expression  "  by  decease  "  in  the  former  document  signifies  "  on  decease,"  in  which  case  her  death  is 

there  spoken  of  as  a  future  not  as  a  past  event.     If  this  is  so,  all  difficulty  is  removed  and  she  clearly 

survived  her  husband  and  died  after  7  Jan.  1659.     That  she  was  living  after  1646  is  made  clear  by  a 

deed  registered  17  Sept.  1663  in  Mackenzie's  office,  viz.,  the  marriage  contract,  24  April  1649,  between 

David  Campbell,   eldest   son   and  apparent   heir   of   Gilbert   Campbell   of    Cathik,    and   Marjorie, 

daughter  of  Sir  Alexander  {sic  for  George)  Haliburton  of  Fodderance,  Knt.,  senator  of  the  College 

of  Justice,  and  Dame  Magdalen  Wedderburn,  his  spouse,  which  is  signed  by  Sir  George.     There  is 

also  an  assignation,  21  June  1651,  by  Alexander  Haliburton  of  Fotherance,  which  refers  to  "  umquhile 

Sir  George  Halyburton  "  and  to  "  Magdalen  Wedderburn  "  (not  called  umquhile),  his  spouse. 

3  See  the  foregoing  note,  from  which  it  would  appear  that,  assuming  the  Marjorie  of  the  1659  assignation  to 

be  the  daughter  of  Lord  Fodderance,  she  was  twice  married,  (i.)  to  Campbell  of  Kethick,  and  (ii.)  to 
Ogilvy  of  Lownan.  I  have  not  followed  Fodderance's  career,  nor  ascertained  if  Magdalen  Wedderburn 
was  his  second  wife.     If  so,  Alexander,  his  successor,  may  have  beeu  his  son  by  a  former  marriage. 

4  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  187,  192-93,  204,  254  ;  D.C.  70,  77  ;  D.P.B.  365,  412.  506  ;  D.B.R.  478  ; 

D.T.G.  2  n. 

5  She  may  be  the  Margaret  named,  22  Jan.  1620,  in  the  Records  of  the  Dundee  Glovers  (D.T.G.  2  m). 
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Part  n .  with  consent  of  Margaret  Wedderburn,  his  wife  (D.C.  70),  but  seems  to  have  died 

■Chap,  ill  before  19  Aug.  1668,  when  sasine  is  given  to  Barbara  Kyd  on  her  marriage  with 

his  son,  Mr.  Thomas  Halyburton,  "grandson  of  the  late  Thomas  Halyburton, 
provost  of  Dundee,"  subject  to  the  life-rent  of  his  mother,  Margaret  Wedderburn 
(D.P.B.  506).  Margaret's  husband  was  certainly  dead  before  28  March  1670, 
when  there  is  a  decree  v.  her,  as  his  relict,  and  Thomas,  as  his  eldest  son  and  heir 
(D.B.R,  478).  She  was  living  5  Oct.  1672,  the  date  of  the  will  of  her  son  Thomas 
(D.C.  77),  from  which  it  appears  that  she  had  issue,  at  least,  two  sons  and  a 
daughter,  viz  : — Thomas,  (designed  "Mr."),  who  m.  Barbara  Kyd;  Alexander;  and 
Agnes,  who  m.  Thomas  Davidson. 

4.  Marjory  Wedderburn.1     She  married  Robert  Camegy  of  Leuchland,  and  is  first 

named  7  June  1 625,  when  she  and  her  husband  discharge  her  father  of  part  of  her 
tocher  of  8,0L)0  merks  (S.W.  217)  Soon  after,  8  July,  they  got  a  royal  charter 
of  the  shadow  half  of  Leuchland  in  the  parish  of  Brechin  (G.S.R.  96),  and  yet  a 
little  later,  12  Nov.  1625,  25  Feb.  1626,  they  discharge  her  father  of  the  rest  of 
her  dowry  (S.W.  220).  She  is  also  named  8  Nov.  1627  (lb.  232).  In  1637, 
Dec.  27,  she  consents  to  a  charter  by  her  husband  to  one  Peter  Turnbull  of  an 
annual  rent  furth  of  Leuchland  (F.S  5),  of  which  sasine  is  given  13  June  1639 
(lb.  10  a),  while  16  Nov.  in  the  last  named  year  sasine  is  given  to  David,  Earl  of 
Southesk,  of  the  whole  lands  of  Leuchland  on  charter  by  Robert  and  Marjory, 
who  had  sold  them  to  the  earl  for  28,000  merks  (ib.  10  b),  confirmed  under  the 
Great  Seal  22  Jan.  1640  (G.S.R.,  vol.  1634-51,  §943).  She  died  10  March 
1644,  having  had  issue  three  eons  (David,  Alexander,  and  William,  baptized 
1631,  1635,  and  1637)  and  five  daughters,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Margaret,  was 
baptized  29  Nov.  1625.     Her  husband  survived  her,  but  died  in  1647. " 

5.  Jean  "Wedderburn/     First  named  25  June  1615,  when  her  parents  settle  half  of 

Balruddrie  on  her  and  her  sister  Elizabeth,  "their  youngest  daughters"  (D.P.B.  404). 
She  married  about  27  Jan.  1626,  the  date  of  the  marriage  contract  (S.W.  221), 
Thomas  Boytter,  son  of  James  Boytter  of  Dundee,  who  settles  on  her  and  his  son 
his  eighth  part  of  Blackness  and  other  lands,  sasine  whereof  is  given  to  them  20  Feb. 
in  the  same  year  (P.B.N.  16).  Jean  Wedderburn  died  Nov.  1630,  a  date  recorded  in 
the  confirmation  of  her  will,  23  June  1637,  which  is  given  up  by  her  husband  in 
the  name  of  James,  Anna,  and  Helen,  their  children  (Br.T.  9)  Thomas  Boytter 
thus  survived  her,  and  married  again  as  appears  from  a  bond  of  provision  26  Nov. 
1646,  which  he,  designed  "of  Pilmor,"  made  in  favour  of  Anna,  his  daughter  by 
Jean  Wedderburn,  "his  first  wife"  (S.W.  291).  He  was  living  24  May  1648, 
where  there  is  a  grant  to  his  eldest  son.  James,  of  the  lands  of  Easter  and  Wester 
Pilmor  in  Gowrie  (G.S.R.,  vol.  1634-5),  §  1959),  and  is  also  named  as  living 
20  May  1649,  when  there  is  a  sasine  in  favour  of  John  Mortimer  of  Parkfoord  and 
his  future  wife,  Ann,  daughter  of  Thomas  Boytter  of  Pilmor  and  the  late  Jean 
Wedderburn,  his  first  wife  (F.S.  19).  He  died,  however,  before  24  Dec.  1651,  when 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  third  of  Kingennie,  is  a  curator  to  his  son  James,  whose 
sister  Helen,  wife  of  George  Hunter  (son  of  William  Hunter,  provost  of  Forfar), 
discharges  her  curators  of  her  tocher  (D.B.R.  454). 

6.  Elspeth  Wedderburn.4     First  named  25  June  1615,  when  her  parents  settle  half 

Balruddrie  on  her  and  her  sister  Jean  "their  youngest  daughters"  (D.P.B.  404). 
A  bond,  26  Sept.  1626,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  to  the  late  Mr.  Alexander  of 
Kingennie,  may  also  be  to  her  and  not  to  her  eldest  sister,  who  was  then  married 
and  would  have  been  so  described  (R.D.  91).  There  are  two  other  bonds, 
21,  22  Sept.  1629,  and  17  May,  18  June   1620,  to  her,  both  of  them  by  Andrew 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  217,  220,  232  ;  Bl.P.  43  ;  G.S.R.  96,  and  vol.  1634-51,  §  943  ;  F.S.  5,  10  a  b. 

2  See  the  History  of  Carnegies  by  Sir  William  Fraser,  who  quotes  the  original  inventory  for  the  date  of  her 

death,  but  is  in  error  in  describing  Marjory  as  "apparently  of  the  Wedderburns  of  Blackness."  The 
daughters  of  Leuchland  and  Parkzeat  are  named  as  nieces  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford  in 
the  agreement  as  to  liis  property  (Bl.P.  43)  mentioned  ante,  p.  136. 

3  Synopsis  of  References :— S.W.  221,   294;   D.P.B.  404;    D.B.R.   454;    G.S.R.  vol.    1634-51,   5   1959  • 

F.S.  19  ;  Br.T.  9  ;  P.B.N.  16. 

4  See  ante,  p.  137,  n.  5,  where  it  is  pointed  out  that  Douglas  and  J.W.  in  his  MS.  have  wrongly  made 

Elspeth  a  daughter  of  Alexander,  second  of  Kingennie,  who  was,  in  fact,  her  brother.  It  is  curious 
that  Kingennie's  eldest  and  youngest  daughter  should  have  received  names  so  similar  as  to  be  almost 
identical,  but  the  evidence  in  regard  to  them  is  clear.  In  early  days  the  giving  of  the  same  name  to 
different  children  of  the  same  parents  was  not  uncommon. 
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Hallyburton  in  Balluny,  in  one  of  which  she  is  described  as  "  Elizabeth,  youngest  Part  II. 
daughter  of  the  late  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingany,"  and  in  the  other  ascbap'm' 
Elspeth  his  daughter  (R.D.  Ill,  112). 

She  married  about  1 633,  Alexander  Fotheringhame  of  Parkzeat  or  Parkgate, 
in  the  parish  of  Inveraritie,  co.  Forfar,  brother  to  Powrie,  being  named  as  his  wife  in 
that  year  (D.C.  62),  and  again  in  1634,  when  she  discharges  her  brother  Kingennie 
of  her  tocher  (S.W.  667,  669).  Parkzeat  died  before  April  1644,  Elizabeth  being 
termed  his  relict  at  that  date  in  the  will  of  her  uncle  James,  the  merchant,  who 
leaves  her  a  legacy  of  300  merks  (Br.T.  13).  There  was  issue  of  this  marriage  at 
least  one  daughter,  "  Sir  John's  nieces,  the  daughters  of  Leuchland  and  Parkgate, 
being  mentioned  (Bl.  43)  in  the  agreement  as  to  the  will  of  Sir  John  of  Gosford, 
to  which  I  have  already  referred. 


PART     II. 

Chapter     IV. 

Alexander  Wedderburn,  second  of  Kingennie. 

With  an  account  of  his  descendants,  shoiving  their  extinction  in  the  male  line  on  the  death  of 
David  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk  in  1761,  ami  their  representation  in  the  female  line 
by  the  Scrymgeour-Wedderbums  on  the  death  of  Grizel  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk 
in  1778.    (See  tabular  pedigree  at  p.  131.  J 

Part  ii.  Alexander  Wedderburn1    [1583—1637],    second   of    Kingennie,    eldest   son   of 

ap'  '  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie  and  Helen  Ramsay,  was  born  probably  in  1 583-84, 2 
as  he  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1596  (S.A.R.  12),  though  there  is  no  record  of  his 
graduating  there.  He  was  bred  to  the  law,  under  his  father,  and  some  of  the  earliest 
references  are  to  him,  "younger,"  "servitor,"  and  "son  to  the  clerk,"  when  acting  as  a 
witness,  e.g.  18  May,  Sept.  25,  Oct.  2  1601  (D.P.B.  339  c,  3Uab),  and  9  May  1603 
(R.P.C.  26).  He  was,  of  course,  admitted  a  notary,  but  there  is  no  record  of  his 
admission.  His  father  at  one  time  seems  to  have  intended  that  he  should  succeed  him  in 
his  office  as  clerk,  and  actually  got  him  nominated  as  his  successor,  probably  on  his 
attaining  his  majority,  early  in  1604.  Some  objections  must  then  have  been  raised  to 
this  appointment,  as  there  is  extant  (S.W.  158)  a  letter  from  King  James  VI.  to  the 
commissioners  of  burghs,  in  which  he  overrules  any  such  contentions,  and  confirms  the 
nomination  of  young  Wedderburn.  This  letter,  which  is  superscribed,  James  R.,  in  the 
King's  hand,  is  as  follows  : — 

James  R. 
Trusty  and  well  beloved  wee  greete  you  hartely  well.  Understanding  that  the  ptovost,  baillies  counsell 
deakens  of  crafts  and  commonty  of  our  brough  of  Dundy,  having  good  proofe  and  experience  of 
the  faithfull  service  done  to  them  and  their  predecessours  this  many  yeares  bypast  by  umquhile 
Alexr  Wedderburne  their  commoun  clerke  in  his  lyftyme  and  since  his  discease  by  Mr.  Alexander 
Wedderburne  his  sone  now  their  common  dark  of  our  said  brough  (in  the  faithfull,  treu  and  honest 
dischardge  of  their  dewty  in  the  said  office  of  clarkship,  tending  highlie  to  the  common  weill  of  our  said 
brough  and  to  the  particulate  commodity  of  the  haill  burgesses  freemen  and  inhabitants  thereof),  were 
moved  of  dewty  and  deserte  to  nominate  and  choose  Alexander  Wedderburne  eldest  sone  lawful  to  the  said 
Mr.  Alexander  common  clarke  to  them  of  our  said  brough,  in  case  of  the  decease  or  inhability  of  the 
said  Mr.  Alexander  his  father  before  him  as  his  provision  to  the  said  office  beares,  yet  we  are  informed  that 
it  is  alledged  by  some  that  the  provision  nomination  and  election  of  the  said  Alexander  in  the  said  office 
of  clarkship  is  contrarie  to  some  particulare  statute  or  acte  made  by  the  commissioners  of  our  burroughes 
for  the  tyme  concerning  the  election  of  borrough  clarkes,  and  under  pretext  thereof  some  evill  disposed 
persou  intendes  to  quarrell  the  said  Alexanders  provision  as  they  may  finde  opportunity  for  the  tyme.  and 
thairby  to  draw  him  in  trouble  which  (in  respect  of  the  said  Mr.  Alexander's  faithfull  service  done  to  us  in 
particulare)  is  nowise  conforme  to  our  pleasour  and  therefor  wee  of  our  authority  royall  aud  kinglie  power 
have  ratified  and  approved  the  said  provision  and  by  these  presents  ratifie  and  approve  the  nomination  and 
election  of  the  said  Alexander  Wedderburne  sone  to  the  said  Mr.  Alexander  in  the  said  office  of  clerkshippe 
in  the  haill  neides  articles  circumstances  and  provisions  therein  mentionated  willing  you  to  ratifie  and 
approve  the  same  in  dew  forme  by  a  speciall  acte  and  ordinaunce3  in  your  next  meeting  notwithstanding 

1  Svnopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  158,  170-74,  177-78,  181-82,  192-94,  196,  212,  214,  222-39,  240  f,  241-42, 
244-49,  251,  254-59,  261-68,  270-72,  274,  276-79,  290.  296,  297,  487,  494,  567,  635,  669  ;  Bl.  12,  13, 
65  n  ;  S.A.R.  12  ;  D.W.  19  a  b  ;  D.C.  49-50,  54-57,  60,  62,  63  ;  D.L.B.  36,  40  n,  45,  48  ;  D.P.B.  329  c, 
344  a  b,  383,  388-89,  397,  402  b,  413,  417,  424-25,  430,  437,  439,  447,  463,  469  ;  D.B.R.  388,  393  d,  394, 
400  e,  422  b.  441  a  ;  D.C.B.  38,  43,  48,  51,  55,  56  ;  D.D.  2,  4  ;  D.A.C.B.  2,  3  ;  D.R.S.  14,  15.  18,  26, 
28,  33  ;  D.T.G.  id;  D.G.R.  5,  7  ;  G.S  R.  87,  92,  100,  103  ;  R.P.C.  26,  55  ;  A.P.S.  15  ;  G.R.S.  2,  4 
5,  8,  11,  12,  14  ;  F.S.  1,  3,  4,  13,  34,  66,  123  ;  R.D.  19,  32,  51,  53,  76,  83  a,  85,  90,  92,  96,  99,  mi 
105,  109,  116,  123  ;  Br.T.  1,  8,  10,  12  ;  P.B.N.  5,  ]4,  15  a  6,  16,  19,  20,  22,  26. 

-  The  exact  year  is  not  fixed.  His  parents  married  at  the  close  of  1582,  and  he  was  the  eldest  son,  and 
perhaps  the  eldest  child  of  their  large  family.  His  younger  brother,  James,  was  certainly  born  in  1 589. 

■'  There  is  no  record  of  any  "  speciall  act  or  ordinance  "  being  passed  by  the  council  in  obedience  to  this 
letter,  nor  did  Alexander  in  fact  succeed  his  father  in  the  clerkship,  on  the  death  of  Kingennie,  in 
1626.  Kingennie's  plans  for  his  two  elder  sons  must  have  altered  as  years  went  on,  his  eldest 
son  ultimately  succeeding  to  his  estate,  while  his  second  son  James  (already  appoin  ted  substitute  clerk 
in  1617)  followed  him  in  his  office,  but  died  in  1627,  when  his  elder  brother  did  become  clerk,  1627-33, 
until  James'  son,  Alexander,  was  old  enough  for  the  post.     (See  post,  Part  III.,  chap,  i.) 
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any  act  of  burroughes  or  other  statute  acte  or  constitution  whatsoever  which  may  be  pretended  in  the  Part  II. 
contrary  or  any  paines  or  penaltyes  therein  conteyued,  and  that  yee  dispense  therewith  as  ye  will  do  us  Chap    IV. 
acceptable  service  and   will   aunswere   the   contrary.      Given  at  our   pallace  of  Whitehall  the  sxix.  of 
Marche  1604. 

To  our  right  trusty  and  well  beloved 

subjectes  the  Commissioners  and  deputyes 

of  our  broughes  of  our  contrey  of  Scotland. 

He  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee,  22  Sept.  1609  (D.L.B.  36),  by  the  privilege  of 
his  father,  who,  a  year  later,  6  Nov.  1610,  granted  to  him,  as  his  eldest  sou  and  heir,  a 
charter  of  Kingennie,  subject  to  the  liferent  of  himself  and  his  wife  (S.W.  172).  This 
charter  was  at  once  confirmed  by  the  King's  Advocate,  17  Nov ,  and  sasine  given  thereon 
26  Nov.  (S.W.  173-74).  A  similar  charter  of  Wester  Gourdie  was  granted  to  him,  soon 
after  his  marriage  (see  below)  by  his  father,  18  May  1612,  when  his  mother  resigned 
to  him  her  liferent  of  Kingennie,  taking  in  its  place  that  of  Wester  Gourdie  (S.W.  178-79). ' 

He  seems  to  have  been  a  very  active  member  of  the  Dundee  Council3  from  1613-27. 
Thus,  21  Sept.  1613,  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  younger,  is  elected  on  the  Council 
(D.C.B.  38);  13  Jan.  1614,  he,  "councillor,"  is  a  witness  (S.W.  182);  7  Feb.  1614,  on 
assize  (D.B.R.  388);  24  Sept.  1615,  he  is  elected  bailie,  and,  30  Oct.,  accepts  the  office 
and  gives  his  oath  for  faithful  administration  (D.C.B.  43).  Thereafter  he  is  constantly 
named  as  bailie,  e.g.,  11  Oct.,  16  Nov.  1615,  on  the  bench  (D.B.R.  393  d,  394),  and  as 
giving  sasine  (D.P.B.  388).  From  1616  on  he  is  named  as  dean  of  gild  and  auditor 
(D.L.B.  40  n),  and  19  Feb.  1616  he  audits  the  piermaster's  accounts  (D.R.S.  14),  as  he  does 
also  25  Jan.  1617  (D.R,S.  15)  He  is  often  named  as  bailie  and  on  the  bench  or  giving 
sasine  1617-18  (e.g.  S.W.  196;  D.C.  49;  D.P.B.  397,  413;  D.B.R.  400  c).3  On  one 
occasion,  8  Dec.  1618,  he  was  sued  for  neglect  of  his  duty  by  John  Beaton,  a  gentleman 
of  the  guard,  who  brought  an  action  of  assault  v.  one  Gilbert  Rynd,  and  charged 
Wedderburn,  "one  of  the  bailies  of  Dundee,"  with  not  rendering  him  help.  Both 
defenders,  however,  were  assoilzied  (R.P.C.  55).  He  again  audits  the  piermaster's  accounts 
17  Feb.  1620  (D.R.S.  18);  gives  sasine  13  March  1620  (D.C.  50)  and  11  Nov.  1623 
(D.P.B.  430);  is  again  elected  dean  of  gild,  Sept.-Oct.  1624  (D.C.B.  48;  D.G.R.  5),  and 
yet  again  audits  the  above  accounts  1624-26,  and  18  Jan.  1627  (D.R.S.  26,  28).  He  was 
also  dean  of  gild  in  1627  (P.B.N  19),  and  a  member  of  the  Baxtars'  craft  1629-35 
(D.T.G.  4  d).  He  seems  also  to  have  taken  an  interest  in  church  matters,  as  25  Aug.  1618 
he  was  elected  to  represent  Dundee  on  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland.4 

During  his  father's  life  he  is  called,  as  we  have  seen,  "  younger  "  or  "fiar  of  Kingennie," 
e.g.,  in  two  bonds  to  him,  10  Nov.  1618,  13  May  1619  (R.D.  83  a,  92),  and  15  Sept.  1625, 
when  he  is  cautioner  to  another  bond  (ib.  87).  He,  no  doubt,  assisted  his  father  in  his 
office,  and  is  thus  termed  "servitor"  to  him,  29  May  1619  (R.D.  76),  and  acts  as  writer 
21  March  1621  (P.B.N.  5).  He  was,  as  I  have  said,  a  notary,  and  his  symbol  and  docket 
are  appended  to  several  documents,  e.g.,  30  June  1623  (S.W.  212).  Facsimiles  of  his  symbol 
will  be  found  opp.  pp.  32,  192,  and  at  pp.  186-87  of  vol.  ii  (S.W.  224,  230),  and  of  his 
signature  opp.  pp.  13,  24,  32,  192  (S.W.  177,  192,  194,  206,  235;  D.C.  54,  57).  His 
notarial  symbol  is  very  plain  and  he  uses  no  motto ;  while  his  handwriting  is  curiously 
broken  and  shaky.  He  did  not  succeed  to  the  clerkship  of  Dundee  on  his  father's 
death,  that  office  passing  to  his  younger  brother  James,  who,  however,  did  not  live  to 

1  He  is  often  named  on  minor  occasions,  1608-26.  Thus  in  1608  he  witnesses  the  marriage  contract  of  his 
brother  James  (Bl.  12,  13),  and  also,  6  June,  a  bond  to  Alexander  and  David  Wedderburn  (R.D.  19). 
In  June  1610  he  is  present  at  the  giving  up  of  the  will  of  William  Davidsone  (Br.T.  1)  and  27  July 
witnesses  a  charter  of  Kingennie  by  the  Earl  of  Angus  in  favour  of  his  father  (S.W,  170).  In  1612 
April  14,  there  is  an  interdiction  v.  Peter  Clayhills  selling  his  property  without  the  consent  of  various 
persons,  of  whom  he  is  one  (R.D.  32),  and  9  Dec.  he,  "younger,"  is  a  witness  (D.P.B.  383).  He  is 
also  a  witness  15  Oct.  1615  (R.D.  53)  ;  25  Feb,  13  June,  10  July,  18  Sept.,  27  Oct.  1617  (S.W.  192, 
194  ;  D.P.B.  417  ;  G.S.R.  87)  ;  13  May  1618,  a  curator  to  the  children  of  the  late  James  Nicolsone, 
parson  of  Megffl  (D.B  R.  405)  ;  2  Jan,  24  April  1621  (D.P.B.  424  ;  F.S.  3)  ;  20  Feb.  1626,  ,:  fiar  of 
Kingennie,  witness"  (P. B-N.  16)  and  10  May  1626,  after  he  had  succeeded  his  father  (D.C.  54). 

'-  His  activity  disposes  of  the  view  taken  of  him  by  James  Wedderburn-Colvile,  in  total  ignorance  of  the 
facts,  S  Oct.  1803  (Bl.  65). 

3  There  are  also  many  occasions  when  his  name  occurs  as  "younger,  bailie,  witness  "  1616-26,  e.g.,  5  Feb. 

1616  (D.P.B.  3S9);  31  Dec.  1619  (ib.  402  b) ;  16  May  1620  (S.W.  206)  ;  June-July  1620  (G.S.R.  92) ; 
4  Sept.  1620  (F.S.  1)  ;  1  Oct.  1621  (D.P.B.  425);  29  Dec.  1623  (P.B.N.  14),  or  as  "bailie,  witness," 
e.g.,  8  May,  2  Oct.  1624  (ib.  15  ab).  See  also  D.L.B.  40 n,  where  it  is  noted  that  he  audits  the 
Treasurer's  accounts,  12  Dec.  1616,  and  is  often  named  as  dean  of  gild  from  1617  on. 

4  See  Acts  and  Proc.  of  the  Gen.  Ass.  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,    Pt.  III.,  1593—1618  (Bannatyne  Club,  ed. 

1845,  pp.  1143,  1152. 
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Part  II.  occupy  it  long,1  and  on  whose  death  in  May  1627,  Alexander  entered  on  the  office  and  held 
Chap.  iv.  jj.  un£ji  James'  son  was  old  enough  to  fill  it.  Thus  the  Alexander,  clerk  of  Dundee 
June  1627 — April  1633,  is  Alexander,  second  of  Kingennie,  e.g.,  3  July  1627,  21  March, 
28  July  1628  (S.W.  229,  230-31  ;  D.C.  57  ;  D.D.  2),2  and  30  June  1629,  26  July  1632 
in  the  admissions  of  his  sons  as  burgesses  (D.L.B.  45,  48).  No  protocol  book  of  his 
is  now  extant,  but  one  such  volume,  at  any  rate,  is  referred  to  in  the  records,  when  a 
sasine  of  25  April  1632  in  the  protocol  book  of  the  late  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn  of 
Kingennie,  clerk  of  Dundee,  "a  loyal  and  faithful  notary  "  is  transumed,  15  April  1640  (S.W. 
279  ;  D.B.R.  441  a).  On  ceasing  to  be  clerk,  he  was  elected,  18  June  1633,  commissioner 
to  parliament  for  Dundee  (A.P.S.  15)3;  and  later  in  that  year,  1  Oct.,  was  elected  councillor 
(D.C.B.  55),  and  is  often  named  as  such  and  as  collector  of  taxations  1634-37  (ib.  56). 
He  is  now  constantly  called  "  elder  "  to  distinguish  him  from  his  nephew,  e.g.,  in  the  last  two 
references  (D.C.B.  55,  56)  and  in  1636  Jan  9,  June  28,  July  4,  when  he  is  again  named 
as  clerk  of  Dundee,  and  as  holding  courts  as  clerk  (D.A.C.B.  3),  probably  in  his  nephew's 
absence.  He  was  also  clerk  and  keeper  of  the  Forfar  Register  of  Sasines  for  some 
years,  and  is  so  named  15  July  1624  (S.W.  214);  6  Feb.  1627  (G.S.R.  100);  12  June 
1629  (F.S.  13);  14  Oct.  1633  (D.C.  63; ;  1  Aug.  1637,  just  before  his  death  (F.S.  34) ; 
and  13  Sept.  1637,  when  the  post  is  declared  vacant  by  his  decease  (ib.  4). 

He  was  his  father's  heir  and  executor,  and,  as  such,  paid  over  to  his  sister 
Elizabeth  a  sum  due  to  her,  aud  got  a  discharge  from  her  and  her  husband,  Dr.  Bruce, 
23  May  1623  (S.W.  223),  as  he  did  also,  11  Nov.  1626,  from  the  Rev.  John  Duncansone  of 
Dundee,  for  payment  of  a  legacy  of  100  merks  left  to  the  minister  by  old  Kingennie  (ib.  225), 
and,  25  Nov.  in  the  same  year,  from  his  sister  Magdalen  and  her  second  husband  for  payment 
of  her  tocher  (ib.  226). 4  It  is  as  his  father's  heir  and  successor  that  his  uncle  David 
makes  a  memorandum  to  "persew"  him  "for  the  soumes  and  caussis  specefeit  in  my 
clame  "  (D.W.  19  a).5  His  executorship  continues  to  be  mentioned  in  1627,  in  which  year, 
9  July,  he  pays  over  the  500  merks  left  by  his  father  to  the  poor  of  Dundee  (D.C.  55) 
and,  8  Nov.,  gets  a  discharge  for  200  merks  from  his  brother  William  (S.W.  232).  In  the 
next  year,  13  Nov.  1628,  he  pays  over  to  his  brother  Peter  two  sums  of  £1,050  and 
£1,000  which  had  been  assigned  to  Peter  by  their  father  (ib.  237). 

On  the  death  of  his  father  he  succeeded  to  Kingennie  and  Wester  Gourdie,  being 
first  designed  "of  Kingennie,  bailie  of  Dundee"  in  a  bond  by  him  to  his  brother  John, 
13  May  1626  (R.D.  99),  while  the  precept  to  infeft  him  in  Wester  Gourdie  is  dated  ten 
days  later,  23  May  (S.W.  222), 6  though  sasine  thereon  did  not  follow  for  a  year,  18  May 
1627  (ib.  227  ;  G.R.S.  2).7  I  do  find  his  retour  in  Kingennie,  but  he  contracted  to  set 
it  in  tack  for  five  years  at  88  bolls  victual  a  year,  21  Dec.  1626  (R.D.  96),s  and  of 
course  got  sasine  of  it,  registered  in  June  1630  (G.R.S.  4).  There  is,  9  April  1628,  a 
precept  to  infeft  him  in  an  annual  rent  (which  his  father  had  held)  out  of  the  lands  of 
James  Ferriar  (S.W.  234  ;  P.B.N.  20);  30  Sept.  1629,  he  was  infeft,  as  his  father's  heir, 
in  a  South  Marketgait  tenement  which  he  at  once  alienates  to  his  brother  William 
(P.B.N.  22),  and,  1631,  he  got  sasine  of  another  land  in  Dundee  (G.R.S.  8).  He  had 
some  difference  with  Durhame  of  Umquhy  (Omachie)  anent  the  marches  of  Kingennie 
and,  6  June  1631,  protests  against  a  boundary  dyke  built  by  Durhame  (D.P.B.  487),  and 
in  the  next  year,   11   Dec.  1632,  had  litigation  re  the  muir  of  Downy,  when  the  Earl  of 

1  Even  in  James' lifetime  we  find  him  acting  as  clerk  3  Jul}'  1626  (S.W.  224). 

-  See  also  2  Oct.  1630,  when  he  extracts  an  instrument  (D.A.C.B.  2) ;   14  April  1631,  notary  (S.W.  248)  ; 

3  Sept.  1631,  cautioner  (R.D.  116)  ;  13  Sept.  1632,  notary  (D.C.  60) ;  29  Sept.  1632,  notary  (S.W. 

256)  ;  19  Nov.  1634,  bond  to  him  (D.D.  4),  and  references  after  his  death  to  transumpts  of  documents 

made  by  him  (S.W.  290,  297  ;  D.B.R.  441a).     He  is  also  named  as  notary,  though  not  as  clerk, 

12  Feb.  1628  (D.C.B.  51). 
J  The  entry  is  "  Maister  Alexander  Wedderburne,  commissioner  for  Dundee  "  which  might  refer  to  his 

nephew,  the  clerk,  but  as  he  was  only  twenty-three  years  old,  1  think  it  more  probably  his  uncle. 

In  the  one  case  the  words  "  of  Kingennie  "  and  in  the  other  "  clerk  of  Dundee  "  are  omitted. 

4  See  also  another  discharge  of  a  bond  of  his  by  Haliburton  to  him,  31  May  1627  (S.W.  228).     Probably  he 

had  in  the  first  instance  given  Haliburton  a  bond  for  the  tocher. 

5  See  ante,  p.  108,  n.  1,  as  to  this  claim. 

I!  There  is  a  discharge  to  him,  30  May  1630,  of  a  sum  due  by  bond.  In  this  discharge  he  is  still  called 
"  apparent  of  Kingany,  bailie  and  dean  of  gild  of  Dundee,"  owing,  I  suppose,  to  the  words  of  the 
discharge  following  those  of  the  bond  itself,  at  the  date  of  which  he  was  "  apparent "  only  (R.D.  90). 

7  Another  sasine  in  his  favour  of  these  lands  is  registered  in  1634  (G.R.S.  11). 

8  Patrick  Quhytheid  was  in  occupation  of  the  mill  of  Kingennie  as  tenant  in  1631.     See  S.W.  251,  where 

his  rent  is  stated.     Later  on,  10  Aug.  1633,  the  clerk  granted  another  tack  of  the  mill  and  teind 
sheaves  of  Kingennie  for  three  years  to  John  Beaton  of  Ochlair  (S.W.  262). 
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Crawford  pursued  him  for  trespassing  on  the  muir,  but  Kingennie  produced  the  license  Partn. 
that   had    been   granted   to    his    father   (S.W.  155),    and   got   a    decree    in   his   favour  ChaP- IV- 
(S.W.  258-59). 

There  are  also  several  references  to  him  in  connection  with  other  members  of  the 
family.  Thus,  on  the  death  of  his  brother  James  in  May  1627  he  was,  by  his  will, 
appointed  tutor  to  his  two  younger  sons  William  and  Peter  (Br.T.  10)  and  is  so  named 
25  Oct.  1628,  when  he  pays  over  a  legacy  of  1,000  merks  to  James'  eldest  son,  Alexander 
(S.W.  236)  and  1629-30  (R.D.  101-105)  ;  26  March  1628,  he  is  named  as  a  debtor  in  the 
will  of  his  brother  Peter  (Br.T.  8);  23,  30  Sept.  1629,  there  is  a  charter  by  him  to  his 
brother  William  of  a  South  Marketgait  land  (S.W.  239  ;  G.R.S.  6)1 ;  and  in  1634  his  sister 
Elspeth  discharges  him  of  her  tocher  (S.W.  669). 

He  is  also  often  named  in  various  dealings  with  persons  other  than  those  of  his  name. 
Thus,  8  June  1627,  he  is  cautioner  for  Agnes  Rankene,  relict  of  Thomas  Bruntfield  (R.D. 
109) ;  14  Jan.  1628,  he  is  stakeholder  of  4,000  merks  due  by  the  Earl  of  Murray  to  some 
debtors  who  refused  to  be  paid  by  the  Earl  himself,  who  thereupon  he  consigned  the  money 
to  Kingennie's  keeping  (S.W.  233);  7  June  1628,  he  witnesses  a  Graham  of  Claverhouse 
charter  (S.W.  235,  and  facsimile  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  32) ;  16,  23  Sept.  1628,  he  is  again  a 
witness  (G.S.R.  103);  and,  1630,  there  is  a  discharge  to  him  of  money  conveyed  to  him, 
4  June  1625,  by  Sir  Colin  Campbell  of  Lundie  (S.W.  241). 2  In  1632,  Jan.  22,  he  is 
named,  probably  as  trustee,  or  as  representing  his  sister,  in  an  inhibition  v.  his  brother 
in-law,  Thomas  Haliburton,  who  is  not  to  sell  his  lands  to  his  father's  prejudice  (S.W 
254);  1633,  he,  elder,  of  Kingennie.  claims  certain  sums  due  to  him  (D.C.  62) ;  24  Jan. 
1634,  he  gets  a  decreet  in  an  action  he  had  v.  Mungo,  Viscount  Stormouth,  as  to  the  teinds 
of  Wester  Gourdie  (S.W.  263),  of  which  he  soon  after  got  first  a  tack  and  then  a  charter 
from  the  Viscount  (ib.  264-8S).3  One  of  the  last  of  these  references  to  him  is,  31  May 
1636,  when  he  is  appointed  arbitrator  to  decide  on  the  value  of  some  property  in  Dundee 
(S.W.   270).4 

He  died  in  Sept.  1637,  a  date  recorded  in  the  confirmation  of  his  will  at  Brechin  some 
three  years  later,  21  Nov.  1640  (S.W.  278  ;  Br.T.  12),  when  it  is  given  up  by  his  only 
{i.e.,  only  surviving)  son  Alexauder,  who  was,  of  course,  his  heir,  and  was  so  retoured  in 

1637  in  some  Dundee  property,  7  Dec.  (D.P.B.  437)  ;  and  in  the  sunny  half  of  Wester 
Gourdie,  15  Dec.  (S.W.  271 ;  R.H.  12),  precept  and  sasine  following  on  6  Feb.,  27  March 

1638  (S.W.  272,  274,  276;  G.R.S.   12);  as  well  as  in  an  old  annual  rent  4  Jan.   1638 
(D.P.B.  439),  and  24  May  1639  (S.W.  277  ;  G.S.R.  14  ;  F.S.  9).« 

Kingennie  had  married,  no  doubt  at  Dundee,  April-May  1612,  Magdalen 
Scrymgeour,7  daughter  of  John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun  (by  Marion  Fotheringhame, 
his  wife).  The  marriage  contract  was  dated  3  April  1612,  and  is  referred  to  in  a  charter, 
18  May  1612,  granted  by  his  father  and  him  to  Magdalen,  "his  future  spouse,"  of  the 

1  This  passed  by  inheritance,  on  William's  death,  to  his  brother  John,  from  whom  it  passed,  8  May  1631, 

by  charter,  back  to  Kingennie  (S.W.  249). 

2  He  is  called  "  fiar  of  Kingennie,  some  time  dean  of  gild  of  Dundee  "  in  this  discharge,  the  wording  of 

which,  no  doubt,  follows  that  of  an  earlier  1625  document. 
?  He  is  still  called  clerk  of  Dundee  in  these  documents,  though  he  had  ceased  to  hold  office. 

4  See  also  15  May,  6  Oct.  1630,  discharges  to  him  (S.W.  242,  247)  ;  7  July,  17  Aug.  1632,  witness  (ib.  255 ; 

P.B.N.  26)  ;  11  June  1633,  bond  to  him  (S.W.  261)  ;  and  7  June  1636,  discharge  by  him  (R  D.  123). 
A  reference  to  lands  (in  Dundee)  of  AlexanderWedderburn  as  a  boundary  9  Oct.  1627  (D.C.  56);  a  sasine. 
to  him  of  a  land  in  Dundee,  Aug.  1630  (G.R.S.  5)  ;  and  an  entry  18  July  1632  of  Mr.  A.W.  as  owner 
of  timber  arriving  from  Norway  may  be  to  him  or  to  the  merchant.  The  omission  of  the  prefix 
"  Mr."  looks  as  if  the  merchant  was  meant  in  the  first  two  entries,  while  its  addition  implies  that  the 
clerk  is  referred  to  in  the  last. 

5  He,  not  his  father,  is,  I  think,  the  late  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  clerk,  whose  North  Argylegait  malt- 

house  set  to  Alexander  Nicoll,  is  named  25  June  1640  (D.P.B.  449). 

c  Other  references  to  him  in  connection  with  the  heirship  of  this  son,  to  whom  he  had  granted  a  charter  of 
Kingennie  8-12  June  1630  (S.W.  240/,  244-46),  will  be  found  below  s.  the  account  of  him,  e.g., 
S.W.  296  ;  D.P.B.  463,  469  ;  D.B.R.  422  b  ;  F.S.  66.  See  also  s.  the  account  of  his  son  John,  and 
his  (natural)  daughter  Marjorie.  He  is  also  named  in  regard  to  Grizell,  the  ultimate  heiress  of 
Vvedderburn,  who  was  retoured  heir  1769  to  her  "great  great  grandfather,  Alexander  Wedderburn 
of  Kingennie,  clerk  of  Dundee"  (G.S.R.  144)  ;  the  retour  being  correctly  given  in  S.W.  635  and 
G.S.R.  144,  but  inaccurately  given  elsewhere  as  to  her  "  great  grandfather,"  (S.W.  567  ;  R.H.  40 n), 
who  was  provost  but  never  clerk  of  Dundee. 

7  There  is,  25  May  1607,  a  bond  by  Patrick  and  Alexander  Wedderburn,  merchants  (ante,  pp.  77-80),  to 
Mr.  James  Fotheringhame,  parson  of  Ballumbie,  for  himself  and  Magdalen  Scrymgeour,  his  "  oye," 
for  500  merks,  which,  in  event  of  Fotheringhame's  death,  is  to  be  paid  to  Magdalen  "  to  help  her  to 
an  honest  marriage  "  (R.D.  51). 

TJ 
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Part  n.      liferent  of  Kingennie,  which  is  renounced  by  his  mother,  Helen  Ramsay  (S.W.  177-78). 

Chap,  iv .  Magdalen's  tocher  was  6, 1 00  merks  of  which  5,500  was  given  by  her  maternal  grandfather, 
who  gets  a  discharge  therefor  23  July  1613  (S.W.  181).  By  her,  who  died  before  3  Feb. 
1629,  when  she  is  named  as  deceased  in  a  final  discharge  by  her  husband  to  her  father  of 
the  balance  of  her  tocher  (S.W.  238),  Kingennie  had  issue  two  sons  ■} — 

1.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  third  of  Kingennie,  and  first  of    Easter  Powrie,  who 

carried  on  the  line  of  the  family.     See  below. 
and 

2.  John  Wedderburn,  who  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee,  30  June  1629,  "by  the 

privilege  of  his  father,  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  clerk  of  the  burgh  "  (D.L.  B. 
45),  the  admission  describing  him  as  "  nauta"  (mariner).  He  was  about  the  same 
time  admitted  to  the  gild  of  Dundee,  1628-29  (D.G.R.  7).  If,  as  I  have  suggested, 
an  entry  "  2  Jan.  1636,  Alexander  Wedderburn,  his  good  sone,  the  great  cloth,"  in 
the  Dundee  Mortcloth  Dues  (D.M.D.  2),  refers  to  him,  he  died  at  the  end  of  1635.2 
There  is  no  mention  of  any  descendants  of  his  in  the  Dundee  Records,  and  it  is 
clear  that  he  d.s.p.  in  the  lifetime  of  his  father,  in  the  confirmation  of  whose  will 
Alexander  is  spoken  of  as  the  only  son. 

Alexander  Wedderburn3  [1615-83],  third  of  Kingennie,  and  afterwards  first  of 
Easter  Powrie,  only  surviving  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Magdalen  Scrymgeour, 
was  born  in  1615,  as  appears  from  the  inscription  on  his  tomb,  which  states  that  he  was 
aged  sixty-eight  on  his  death  in  1683  (see  below).  He  had  already  in  his  father's  life  got 
from  him,  8  June  1630,  a  charter  of  Kingennie,  subject  to  his  father's  life-rent,  which 
charter  was  confirmed  him  by  the  superior,  William,  Earl  of  Angus,  on  12  June  in  that 
year  (S.W.  240  f,  244-46).  He  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1631,  but  took  no  degree 
(S.A.R.  22) ;  and  in  the  next  year,  26  July,  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  by  the 
privilege  of  his  father,  being  designed  "  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn  younger  "  in  the  entry 
of  his  admission  (D.L.B.  48).     In  his  father's  life  he  is  termed  "fiar  of  Kingennie,"  e.g., 

1  He  has  been  hitherto  credited  by  Douglas,  J.  W.  and  others  with  two  daughters,  Marjorie  (m.  Carnegy 

of  Leuchland)  and  Elspeth  (vn.  Fotheringhame  of  Parkzeat),  who  were,  as  we  have  seen  (ante,  pp. 
140-41),  not  his.  but  his  father's  daughters-  There  is  no  record  of  any  daughters  of  his  marriage, 
but  he  had  a  natural  daughter,  born  probably  after  his  wife's  death,  viz. : — 

Marjorie  Wedderburn,  who  married  at  Monifleth,  13  Nov.  1653,  James  Thomsoue  (Monifieth 
Par.  Ren.).  The  marriage  contract  is  dated  14  Oct.  1653  (S.W.  307)  and  there  is  a  discharge  of  her 
tocher  granted  by  Thomsoue  to  her  (natural)  brother  Kingennie  19  April  1660  (S  W.  237).  She  died 
at  Monifieth,  25  Dec.  1664  (Monifieth  Par.  Peg.)  leaving  issue,  at  any  rate,  two  daughters,  viz.  : 
1.  Magdalen  Thnimone,  m.  about  May  1686,  George  Jack,  maltman  in  Dundee  (S.W.  478)  and  is  said 
(ib.)  to  have  been  named  in  the  will  of  her  (natural)  brother  in  1683,  though  this  does  not  appear 
from  its  confirmation  (S.A.T.  10)  ;  and  2.  Elspct.  Tkumsonc,  m.  about  Dec.  1688,  William  (son  of 
Patrick)  Wallace  in  Megganes  (ib.  487),  who  discharged  Alexander,  fourth  of  Kingennie.  of  her  tocher, 
28  July  1691  \ib.  494). 

2  In  my  note  to  this  entry  and  to  that  of  his  admission,  I  have  placed  him  as  his  father's  eldest  sou,  on  the 

ground  that  his  brother'  Alexander  was  not  admitted  burgess  till  three  years  after  him,  26  July  1632 
(D.L.B.  48).  If  he  was  eldest  son  he  must  have  been  born  in  1613-14,  as  Alexander  was  certainly 
born  in  1615.  But  there  is  a  charter  of  8  June  1630  by  which  their  father  settles  Kingennie  on 
Alexander  as  his  eldest  son  (S.W.  244)  which  raises  a  difficulty  as  to  this,  since  from  it  John,  if  the 
elder,  must  then  have  been  dead,  while  "  eldest  "  would  strictly  imply  some  3'ounger  son  then  alive 
and  there  is  no  record  of  any  such.  Further,  if  John  was  his  father's  eldest  son,  it  is  curious  we  find 
no  record  of  any  settlement  on  him  during  his  life,  1613-30,  nor  any  retour  of  his  brother  to  him.  The 
only  difficulty  in  the  way  of  his  being  a  younger  son  is  the  fact  of  his  admission  as  burgess  before  his 
brother,  and,  on  the  whole,  this  must  not  be  taken  as  conclusive  in  regard  to  their  respective  ages. 
If  it  were  so  taken,  the  only  solution  of  the  difficulty  would  be  to  place  John  as  a  natural  son  of  his 
father  born  before  Kingennie's  marriage  in  1612. 

3  Synopsis  of  References :— S.W,  240/,  244-46,  271-72,  274-78,  280,  283-86,  288-90,  296-310,  313-15,  319- 

20,  322-28.  330-32,  336-43,  349-67,  370-94,  396-97,  399-403,  406-7,  410-13,  421-23,  427-33  a.  436  440 
442-43,  445-50,  453-57,  459-61,  467-69,  475-78,  491,  500-1,  504-5,  511.  567,  635,  669  ;  Bl.  9  (passim) 
10  (passim),  14,  16,  18,  25,  26,  65  ;  J.W.  4;  S.A.R.  22  ;  D.C.  81,  98  ;  D.L.B.  48,  54,  55;  D.P.B  . 
433  6,  437,  439,  442,  450-51,  463-65  4,  467-69,  474,  482.  484,  497,  499,  518,  525-26,  528,  530-31  536, 
538-40,  545,  570,  583,  589  ;  D.B.R.  417,  422  a  b,  428,  449,  454,  462,  466,  472,  vol.  xxxiv,  title,  476-77, 
515  ;  D.C.B.  61-63,  68,  70-72,  106,  108,  111.  113,  121,  124,  126,  128-30  ;  D.D.  10,  13,  23-24,  31  33, 
106,  117  ;  D.Dec.  1,  6.  7,  10,  13,  14,  15,  17,  36  d,  92,  100;  D.A.C.B.  8,  9  ;  D.T.G.  ief ;  D.M  D    3, 

13,  24;  G.S.R    116,  129,  135,  144  ;  A.P.S.  25,  40,  52  ;  R.P.C.   62  n  ;  R.H.   12,  13,  40  n  ;  G.R.S.  12, 

14,  20,  29,  43.  45  ;  F.S.  8,  9,  17,  26,  29,  36,  37,  39,  47-50,  53,  63,  65,  66,  86,  117,  123  ;  R.D.  139,  148, 
155.  159-61.  165,  172,  177  a.  222  ;  R.A.D.  72,  77,  78,  79  n,  81,  84,  87  6,  89-90,  <)2ab.  Uabcdf  95 
96,  105-6,  164  ;  Br.T.  12,  13  ;  S.A.T.  10  ;  D.M.  7;  D.B.  1,  3,  4,  7,  11,  12,  15,  18-25,  27-28,  30-32  ; 
Ed.B.  n.  1  ;  H.C.R.  I,  ii. 
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when  a  witness,  21,  24  Jan.  1634  (D.P.B.  433  b),  and  on  his  death  was  retoured  heir  to  him  Part  II. 
in  various  properties.  Thus,  7  Dec.  1637,  he  is  so  retoured  in  certain  lands  in  Dundee  chaP- IV- 
(D.P.B.  437);  15  Dec,  in  the  sunny  half  of  Wester  Gourdie.  of  which  he  got  sasine, 
27  March  1638  (S.W.  271-72,  274,  302  ;  R.H.  12;G.R.S.  12);  while,  4  Jan.  1638,  he  was 
retoured  heir  to  both  his  father  and  grandfather  in  the  eight  merk  annual  rent  out  of  S. 
Murraygait  (D.P.B.  439). l  He  granted  a  tack  of  half  Wester  Gourdie  to  Gilbert  Thayne, 
13  Oct  1638  (S.W.  275),  and,  26  Jan.  1639,  got  a  discharge  for  his  "  entrie  silver  "  as  heir 
to  his  father  in  that  estate  (ib.  276).2  On  May  24  in  that  year  he  got  sasine,  again  as  his 
father's  heir,  both  of  a  South  Marketgait  land,  and  of  the  eight  merk  annual  rent  (ib.  277  ; 
F.S.  9),  and,  21  Nov.  1640,  was  confirmed  only  son  and  executor  dative  to  his  father 
(ib.  278  ;  Br.T.  12).  He  got  a  decree  as  his  father's  heir  12  Dec.  1640  (D.B.R.  4226), 
and,  9  March  1643,  was  so  entered  in  annual  rent  (D.P.B.  469). 3 

He  was  for  many  years  an  active  member  of  the  community  in  Dundee,  of  which,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  he  was  chief  magistrate.  In  1638,  May  21,  we  first  find  him  named 
as  bailie  (D.B.R.  407),  and,  17  Sept.  1639,  he  is  one  of  the  "faithful  covenanters  "  elected 
to  the  new  council  (D.C.B.  61). 4  He  was  again  elected  bailie,  22,  27  Sept.  1640  (ib.  62), 
and  is  often  named  as  so  acting  1640-41  (S.W.  280;  D.P.B.  450-51  ;  D  B.R.  422«\  in  the 
latter  of  which  years,  21  Sept.,  he  was  again  elected  on  the  council  {D  C.B.  63).  In  1642, 
March  15,  he  was  kirkmaster  (D.P.B.  465&),  and  in  this  year  acts  as  bailie  on  the  bench 
and  in  giving  sasine,  6  July,  12,  21  Oct.,  17  Nov.  (S.W.  285  ;  D.P.B.  468  ;  D.B.R.  428). 
In  1643,  Feb.  13,  he  and  his  cousin,  the  clerk,  were  appointed  commissioners  in  a 
proceeding  raised  by  Viscount  Dudhope  against  the  town,  and  as  such  went  to  Edinburgh 
on  two  occasions  (D.C.B.  68).  In  the  same  year,  Aug.  17,  he  heard,  as  bailie,  a  dispute 
between  two  of  the  family,  Alexander,  the  mariner  (ante,  p.  113),  and  Elizabeth,  relict  of 
Thomas  Moncur  (ante,  p.  21),  in  regard  to  a  claim  on  the  estate  of  one  Patrick  Jack 
(D.A.C.B  8)  ;  3  Oct.,  he  was  elected  as  Captain  of  the  Overgait,  among  the  officers  for  the 
weapon-schawing  (D.C.B.  70),  while  5  Oct.  he  was  ordained  to  go  to  Lord  Fodderance  (and 
the  clerk  to  Panmure),  the  council  having  decided  to  refer  to  Fodderance  and  Panmure  the 
still  continuing  difference  between  the  town  and  Lord  Dudhope  (D.C.B.  71).  He  is  named 
in  the  war  commission,  among  those  for  Angus,  2  Feb.  1646  (A.P.S.  25),  and  in  1648, 
April  14,  as  "sheriff  of  the  shire  of  Forfar"  in  that  part  (i.e.,  ou  the  occasion),  when  he 
gives  sasine  of  parts  of  Blackness  to  his  cousin  Sir  Alexander  (F.S.  17).  The  references  to 
him,  in  connection  with  burgh  affairs  for  the  next  twelve  years  are  not  important :  perhaps 
he  was  less  active  for  a  time.  In  1 660,  however,  he  was  elected  provost  of  Dundee,5  and 
is  named  as  presiding  in  the  Head  Court,  1  Oct.  in  that  year  (D.B.R.  471)  ;  as  also  10  July, 
7  Oct.  1662  (S.W.  669;  D.B.R.  vol.  34,  title).  He  also  represented  the  burgh  in 
parliament  at  this  time,  8  May  1662,   18  June  1663  (A.P.S.  40).6     He  is  often  named 

1  There  are  two  annual  rents  mentioned  in  the  records  which  must  be  kept  distinct,  viz.  :   (a)  an  eight 

merk  aunual  rent  out  of  the  South  Murraygait  land  of  old  David  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  56),  and  a 
few  ferine  of  £8  out  of  the  land  of  James  Ferriar.  The  latter  was  acquired  by  Kingennie  in  1586 
(S.W.  53-55,  277),  while  the  former  was,  in  1531,  in  possession  of  the  Mylns  (S.W.  9,  13,  39)  through 
whom  it  came  by  marriage  to  theWedderburns  (ante,  p.l28,n.  4).  It  is  thus  that  Alexander  is  retoured 
heir  in  it  to  both  his  father  and  grandfather  {vt  sup.)  and  later,  on  13  Oct.  1658,  is  entered  in  it  as 
"  air  by  progress  "  to  Robert  {sic  for  James)  Myln,  father  of  Janet  Myln,  his  (great)  granddame  (S.W. 
326  ;  D.P.B.  482).  Both  charges  seem  to  have  been  difficult  of  collection  as  years  went  on.  Thus, 
14  May  1677,  Easter  Powrie  gets  a  decree  for  forty-nine  years'  arrears  of  the  8  merk  rent  (D  Dec.  1), 
and,  2  Jan.  1683,  another  decree  for  thirteen  years'  arrears  of  it  (D.Dee.  10.  where  it  is  put  at 
5  merks  only) ,  while,  22  Nov.  1678,  he  gets  an  adjudication  v.  William  Murisone  of  a  North  Murraygait 
land  in  satisfaction  of  the  £8  few  duty  (B.A.D.  96). 

2  See  also  the  inventory  of  Wester  Gourdie  Fapers  (S.W.  302). 

:1  There  is  also  a  sasiue  of  his  father's,  dated  19  June  1629,  which  is  transumed  at  his  instance,  11  March 
1644  (S.W.  290). 

4  There  is  but  little  evidence  as  to  his  religious  tendencies,  but  I  incline  to  think  that,  though  his  family 

were  staunch  episcopalians,  he  must  have  gone  with  the  times.  Thus,  in  1644,  July  14,  we  find  that 
he  had  lent  the  town,  whether  under  pressure  does  not  appear,  £1,000  towards  a  sum  they  had 
advanced  towards  "  the  late  Northern  expedition  "  under  the  Marquis  of  Argyle  (D.C.B.  72),  while 
after  the  restoration  there  is,  12  Feb.  1663  a  license  to  him  by  the  privy  council,  granting  for  one 
year  his  petition  that  he  and  those  at  his  table  might  eat  flesh  in  Lent  aud  upon  the  three  weekly 
fish  days  mentioned  in  the  late  proclamation  (S.W.  357  ;  R.P.C.  62  n). 

5  In  Maclaren's  JJistury  of  Dundee  (pp  251-53)  the  years  of  his  provostship  are  given  as  1662-65  and  1670. 

They  were,  however,  1660-66  and  1676-80. 

6  According  to  the  inscription  on  the  tomb  he  was  also  in  parliament  in  1661,  so  that  the  reference  to 

Alexander  Wedderburn  in  that  year  (A.P  S.  39)  may  be  to  him  and  not  to  his  cousin,  the  clerk,  who 
was,  however,  a  member  of  the  same  parliament.  "  It  was  in  this  same  session  (says  J.W.  in  his  MS.) 
that  a  letter  was  addressed  by  the  King  to  his  parliament,  condemning  a  scheme  of  Middleton's  for 
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Part  II.     as  provost  in  1663-66,  being  re-elected  to  that  office,  27-29   Sept.  1664,  after  which  he 
Cnap.  iv.  wag  gwom  in>  26]  2g  Sept   1665  ^  c  B   1Q6>  108j  iny   At  the  c]ose  of  another  decade,2 

28  Dec.  1676,  he  was  again  elected  provost  (D.C.B.  121)  and  continued  to  be  so  elected 
in  the  four  next  years,  1677-80  (i.b.  124,  126,  129-30).  In  1678,  June  26,  he  was  also 
again  in  parliament  for  the  burgh,  and  a  member  of  a  committee  of  supply  (A.P.S.  52),3  and 
in  the  next  year,  2S  June  1 679,  was  again  nominated  by  the  council  to  be  their  commissioner 
at  the  next  general  convention  of  the  burghs  at  Edinburgh  (D.C.B.  128).  In  1680,  Dec.  9, 
he  and  the  council  of  the  burgh  were  sued  by  the  Earl  of  Panmure  for  letting  a  debtor 
to  the  Earl  escape  out  of  the  Tolbooth,  but  were  assoilzied  by  the  Court  (S.W.  450).4 

He  added  considerably  to  his  estates,5  chiefly  by  the  acquisition  of  the  barony  of 
Easter  Powrie  in  1662.  This  property  had  originally  (1500)  belonged  to  the  Ogilvies  of 
that  ilk,6  and  later  to  the  Durhams,  by  one  of  whom  it  was  in  1659  disponed,  with  the 
barony  of  Ogilvie  in  warrandice,  to  Dougall  McPhersone  of  Bellachroau  (S.W.  328),  by 
whom,  three  years  late,  12  Sept.  1662,  it  was  alienated  to  Alexander  Wedderburn  for  an 
advance  of  38,000  merks  (S.W.  351  ;  R.D.  159).  The  transaction,  however,  would  seem 
to  have  been  one  of  sale,  and  not  by  way  of  mortgage,  as  8,000  of  the  38,000  merks 
is  stated  to  have  remained  with  Kingennie  as  the  price  of  annual  rent  of  £320  out  of  the 
barony  (S.W.  352,  375;  R.D.  160,  165).  and  on  13  Sept.  1662  he  got  sasine  of  it  and 
soon  after  paid  the  price,  accompt  at  £25,333  6s.  8d.  (S.W.  353-84).  He  then  got  a  charter 
of  it  under  the  Great  Seal  creating  the  barony  anew,  with  that  of  Ogilvie  in  warrandice, 
"  for  the  good,  faithful,  and  thankful  service  done  by  him  and  his  predecessors  in  times  past 
to  the  King  and  his  predecessors,"  19  Jan.  1663  (S.AV.  355-56  ;  F.S.  36),  upon  which 
sasine  followed,  28  April  1663  (S.W.  358  ;  F.S.  36),  when  he  granted  an  annual 
rent  of  £200  thereout  to  Mr.  Francis  Durhame,  eldest  son  of  the  aforesaid  Mi-.  James, 
which  he  seems,  however,  to  have  redeemed  almost  at  once,  23  June,  6  July  (S.W.  359, 

making  exceptions,  not  to  exceed  twelve,  to  the  royal  Act  of  Indemnity,  and  for  filling  up  these  names 
by  billet  (ballot).  A  commission  of  six,  including  Kingennie,  was  appointed,  26  June  1633,  to  sift 
out  this  contrivance  of  billeting,  and  they  reporting  against  it,  the  Act,  which  had  passed  iu  the 
previous  session  and  received  the  Royal  assent  unwittingly,  was  reversed  9  Sept.  1663  (Acts  Pari. 
Scot,  vii.,  5,  309  ;  viii.,  215,  228)." 

1  It  is  as  provost  that  he  signs  some  depositions  of  the  Dundee  magistrates,  29  Dec.  1664  (S.W.  374), 

and  a  town's  charter,  13  March  1666  (D.P.B.  497). 

2  Meanwhile  he  is  named  as  ex-provost,  29  Oct.  1667,  when  the  town  repays  him  a  loan  of  3,000  merks 

(D.C.B.  113)  ;  and  he  is  on  assize,  6  Feb.  1669  (D.B.R.  477).  A  precept  by  the  town  of  Dundee, 
signed  by  him  as  provost,  is  registered  11  Feb.  1669  (F.S.  53). 

3  He  was  a  commissioner  of  excise  for  co.  Forfar,  25  Nov.  1681  (D.D.  32).     J.W.,  quoting  "  Laws  and  Acts 

1681."  says  he  was  "a  commissioner  for  Angus  in  the  convention  of  estates,  June- July  1678,  for  'a 
new  and  voluntar  offer  to  the  King  '  of  £1,800,000  scots  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  suppress  certain 
dangerous  field  conventicles." 

4  Enough  has  been  shown,  in  his  case  also,  to  refute  the  suggestion  of  James  Wedderburn-Colvile  in 

1803  (Bl.  65). 

5  There  are  several  reference  to  other  properties,  annual  rents,  etc  ,  which  he  held.     Thus,  15  March  1642, 

he  is  seized  in  various  premises  in  Dundee  (D.l'.B.  465  b)  ;  8  Dec.  1646,  he  gets  sasine  of  the  lands  of 
Knap  (G.  K.S.  20)  ;  15  Aug.  1657,  his  lands  in  Dundee  are  named  (Bl.  26)  ;  1658,  the  teinds  of 
Kingennie  and  Wester  Gourdie  are  extracted  (S.W.  325) ;  15  July,  his  son  Alexander,  as  his  procurator, 
requires  Durham  of  Omachie  to  desist  from  "  casting  up  the  heritage  "  of  his  father  iu  the  moor  of 
Kingennie  (i.e.,  cutting  peat  there  ;  S.W.  323)  ;  16  Dec,  he  gets  an  annual  rent  out  of  Balgay  and 
Logie  (G-R  S.  29)  ;  4  Feb.  1659,  the  teinds  of  Kingennie  and  AVester  Gourdie  are  disponed  to  him. 
(S.W.  327)  ;  17  Nov.  1663,  he  renounces  the  Balgay  and  Logie  annual  rents  to  Sir  Alexander 
of  Blackness  as  heretable  proprietor  of  those  lands  (F.S.  39);  17  Dec.  1671.  he  gets  from  Robert 
Stratone  an  annual  rent  out  of  a  North  Argylegait  land  (D.P.B.  518)  ;  and  17,  22  July  and  4,  5,  14 
Nov.  1680,  he  buys  from  Sir  Alexander's  son,  Alexander,  various  Dundee  lands,  some  of  which  he 
settles  on  his  son  Patrick,  or  Peter  (S.W.  442-43,  447 ;  D.P.B.  530).  He  also  got,  by  disposition 
and  by  inheritance,  the  lands  of  Alexander,  the  mariner,  and  his  daughters.  See  ante,  pp.  112-15, 
and  post.  p.  150,  note  4.  His  lands  and  those  of  Peter  Wedderburn,  merchant  (son  of  Sir  Alexander 
of  Blackness,  post,  Part  III.,  chap,  iii.),  are  also  named,  2  Sept.  1681  (D.P.B.  531). 
8  There  are  several  documents  relating  to  the  property  and  the  barony  of  Ogilvie  in  the  Scrymgeour- 
Wedderburn  charter  chest,  including  a  transumed  (1631)  charter  of  about  1200  by  William  the  Lion 
to  Gilbert,  son  of  the  Earl  of  Angus  (Box  II.,  bundle  vi ,  and  Box  VIII.,  bundle  v.  ;  see  Vol.  ii.,  p.  84). 
From  these  it  appears  that  David  Ogilvie  of  Ogilvie,  living  in  1495,  had  five  sons,  John  (deceased  iu 
1495),  Andrew,  Thomas,  David,  and  William.  The  property  passed  to  John's  son  Alexander  (d.  bef. 
1525),  whose  son  David  was  retoured  heir  to  him  in  both  Ogilvie  and  Easter  Powrie,  11  Aug.  1525. 
This  David  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Gilbert  (living  1542),  whose  son  John  was  retoured  heir  to  him 
in  1601,  and  was  himself  succeeded  by  his  son  Gilbert  in  1610.  Gilbert  died  soon  after,  as  6  Aug. 
1612,  his  brother  Thomas  was  infeft  in  the  barony  as  his  heir,  and  later,  1630,  was  retoured  heir 
to  his  grandfather.  Thomas,  who  had  married  Margaret  Heriot  and  had  issue  by  her,  disponed 
the  lands  of  Easter  Powrie  in  1631  to  James  Durham  of  Pitkerro,  who  got  a  great  seal  charter  of 
them,  erected  into  a  barony,  11  July  in  that  year. 
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362).  The  purchase,  however,  at  once  involved  him  in  litigation  with  Dougall  Part  11. 
McPhersone,  whom  he  had  to  sue  to  "  troublance  and  molestation,"  26  May  1663chapIV- 
■(S.W.  360),  and  also  for  breach  of  his  contract  of  sale  in  not  giving  him  "  inspection  of 
the  whole  fixed  work  that  was  within  the  manor  place  of  Easter  Powrie  that  he  might 
inventory  the  same"  (ib.  361).  There  are  other  documents  relating  to  this  litigation 
July-Nov.  1663  (ib.  365-67)  and  3  June  1664,  when  Kingenuie  had  to  pursue  McPhersone 
for  the  keys  of  one  of  the  buildings  on  the  property  (ib.  371).  It  seems  that  McPhersone, 
having  sold,  endeavoured  to  remain  in  possession,  as,  22  July  1664,  Kingennie  had  a 
process  of  removal  against  him  (R.A.D.  79»).  The  litigation  continued  for  many  years, 
though  meanwhile,  12  Aug.  1664,  Kingennie  took  over  a  debt  of  4,500  merks  due  by 
McPhersone  to  the  Durhams  (S.W.  372);  31  May  1665,  the  McPhersones  got  sasine  of 
the  £320  annual  rent  (F.S.  47 11;  and,  29  Oct.,  12  Nov.  1667,  McPhersone's  (third)  wife, 
Janet  Guthrie,  ratified  the  original  disposition  of  12  Sept.  1662  (S.W.  387,  390- ;  D.B.R. 
476).  In  1667,  Nov.  1,  2,  19,  22,  McPhersone  was  pursuing  Wedderburn  for  non-payment 
of  the  8,000  merks  (S.W.  388-89,  392) ;  Nov.  12,  for  not  accepting  preferred  discharges 
and  for  loosing  arrestments  (ib.  391),  and  had  also  asserted  a  right  to  cancel  the 
disposition  of  1662,  although  he  withdrew  this  claim,  21  Nov.  1667  (ib.  393).  The  suit 
is  also  named,  14  Jan.  1668,  when  Kingennie's  counsel  were  his  cousin,  Sir  George 
Mackenzie,  Mr.  David  Dunmuir,  and  Mr.  John  Wedderburn  (fiar  of  Blackness),  and  there 
was  a  decreet  of  suspension  in  his  favour  (S.W.  394;  R.A.D.  81),  on  which  there  was 
execution,  8  June  1669  (S.W.  397).  After  this  the  litigation  seems  to  have  ceased,  and 
Wedderburn  to  have  been  left  in  quiet  possession  of  Easter  Powrie,  though  McPhersone 
•bore  malice  and  encouraged  other  litigation  against  Wedderburn  out  of  "  private  splean  " 
(S.W.  399  a). 

This  second  law  suit  in  which  Kingennie  was  involved  arose  out  of  his  tutorship  to 
his  cousin  Margaret  Scrymgeour,  daughter  of  his  mother's  brother,  Major  William  Scrym- 
geour3  (d.  Sept.  1650),  whose  wife,  Janet  Guthrie,  married  secondly  Dougall  McPhersone. 
By  his  will,  1  Aug.  1650,  the  Major  had  constituted  Kingennie  one  of  the  tutors  to  his 
daughters,  Margaret  and  Janet  (d.  1650-53),  and  had  left  him  a  legacy  of  5,000  merks 
(S.W.  298-301).  Kingennie  accepted  the  trust,  and  is  named  in  connection  with  it 
22  Nov.  1653  (S.W.  308  ;  R.P.S.  38  n) ;  26  Nov.  in  that  year,  when  there  is  a  bond  of 
relief  by  him  to  Janet  Guthrie  (R.D.  161);  and  11  Jan.  1654  (S.W.  309-10).4  The 
administration  of  the  estate,  however,  was  evidently  difficult.  In  1657,  Feb.  21,  Janet 
Guthrie  was  suing  both  her  daughter  and  Kingennie,  as  tutor,  for  her  jointure,  and  also 
for  £133.  6.  8.  "  debursed  by  her  in  bringing  out  of  Dundee  before  the  siege  thereof 
her  late  husband's  wrytes,  houshold  plenishing,  etc."  (R.A.D.  72,  77);  April  1,  John, 
Viscount  Dudhope,  was  suing  them  to  produce  their  "grounds  of  debt"  (S.W.  319-205* ; 
and  later  on  there  were  questions  as  to  the  payment  of  Kingennie's  own  legacy  of  5,000 
merks  (Morison's  Diet,  of  Decisions).  Ultimately  Margaret  Scrymgeour  herself  and  her 
curators  sued  Kingennie,  and  there  are  numerous  documents  in  the  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn 
charter  chest  relating  to  her  suit,6  e.g.,  17-18  Feb.  1664,  when  he  is  assoilzied  of  one  of  her 
•claims  (S.W.  370;  R.A.D.  78);  18  July  1666,  when  she  craves  reduction  of  his  legacy 
(S.W.  383-84);  and  22  June  1667,  when  he  sues  her  for  a  discharge  of  his  tutorie  to  her 
(S.W.  386).  At  length,  4  Feb.  1670,  the  process  was  referred  to  Lord  Gosford  and 
another  lord  of  session  (S.W.  399),  soon  after  which  Easter  Powrie  petitioned  for  a  decision 
on  some  point,  alleging  that  Margaret  was  being  led  on  by  her  stepfather  "out  of  a 
private  splean  he  beares  to  the  petitioner7"  (S.W.  399  a),  while,  17  June  1671,  Margaret 
objected  to  Lord  Gosford  as  refei-ee  on  the  ground  that  she  required  his  evidence  as  a 
witness  (S.W.  407).     On  the  same  day  Wedderburn  again  petitions  the  Court  for  relief, 

1  It  is  put  at  £220  in  this  entry. 

-  Kingennie  was  paying  the  taxes  in  respect  of  Easter  Powrie  in  1665  (S.W-  376). 

3  Thus,  in  a  letter  to  Janet  Guthrie,  2  July  1653,  Kingennie  addresses  her  as  his  aunt  (S.W.  306). 

4  There  must  be  some  error  of  date  or  name  in  my  note  of  a  document  (S.W.  313),  dated  31  May  1654, 

in  which  Wedderburn  is  described  as  of  Easter  Powrie.     Quaere  31  May  1664  ? 

s  Their  counsel  in  1658  was  Mr.  Peter  Wedderburn,  afterwards  Lord  Gosford  (S.W.  322). 

6  See  Vol.  ii.,  pp.  85,  67,  s.  the  account  of  the  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn  Charter  Chest,  Box  VI.,  bundle  iv. 
and  Box  VIII.,  bundle  x. 

1  In  the  suit  of  McPhersone  v.  Kingennie  there  is,  8  Nov.  1671,  a  similar  petition  by  Sir  Alexander 
Wedderburn  of  Blackness  and  his  son  James,  in  which  they  allege  that  McPhersone  had  summoned 
them  to  give  evidence  out  of  "  mere  splean  and  invy  "  on  matters  of  fact  done  in  1651,  when  James 
was  but  a  child,  while  Sir  Alexander  is  now  too  old  to  travel,  so  that  they  ask  that  their  evidence 
may  be  taken  on  commission  in  Dundee,  which  is  done  (S.W,  410-12). 
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Part  ii.  complaining  of  the  long  continuance  of  the  suit,  and  that  he  "  hes  beine  much  damnefied 
Chap.  iv.  thorrow  his  constant  attendance  ilk  session  at  Edinburgh,"  and  alleging  that  although  he 
has  already  got  a  decreet  of  exoneration,  he  is  still  willing  to  account  once  more  (ib.  406). 
The  suit  was  still  alive  in  1671-73  (S.W.  421;  R.A.D.  84,  87  J,  89)  and  1674-7& 
(S.W.  427  a;  R.A.D.  92  a  b,  91  abed f),  but  I  find  no  document  relating  to  it  later 
than  1676. ! 

In  his  father's  family  we  find  him  present  on  numerous  occasions  of  family  interest,2 
and  evidently  regarded  as  a  trustworthy  adviser.  Thus  in  1638  he  is  one  of  those  by 
whose  advice  the  moneys  settled  on  the  marriage  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of 
Blackness  are  to  be  invested  (Bl.  14);  and,  25  Oct.  1647,  he  is  named  as  one  of  the 
mother's  kin  to  David  and  Andrew  Bruce  (D.B.R.  449,  and  ante,  p.  48).  It  is  with  him 
as  "  the  prirnni  of  our  neam  "  that  Dr.  John  Wedderburn,  in  Moravia,  corresponded  in 
1647  (Bl.P.  42),  as  did  his  son  in  1651-52  (S.W.  303-5).3  He  was  a  legatee  under 
the  will  confirmed  in  ]  648  of  his  great-uncle  James,  the  merchant,  who  left  him 
"  my  emerode  or  otherwise,  as  he  shall  think  best,  my  great  purse-pennie  of  gold " 
(Br.T.  13).  He  was  a  curator  to  his  cousin,  James  Boyter  of  Pilmor  (ante,  p.  140), 
24  Dec.  1651  (D.B.R.  454);  one  of  the  executors  to  Alexander,  the  mariner  (ante, 
p.  112)  in  1653-54  (ib.  462);  and  is  named  as  mother's  kin  to  Margaret,4  daughter  to- 
Mr.  Andrew  Bruce  25  June  1655  (ib.  466).  In  1660,  May  4,  he  got  a  bond  from 
Barten  Bilsone  (ante,  p.  114),  by  which,  in  event  of  Bilsone  having  no  children  who- 
reached  "perfytt  age,"  a  foreland  in  North  Argylegait  was  to  pass  to  him  (S.W.  338), 
and,  as  we  have  seen,  this  event  occurred.5  He  witnessed  the  marriage  contract,  of 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  Alexander1,  with  Patrick  Kyd,  in  1655  (F.S.  29)  ;and,  in  1663,  was 
one  of  the  financial  advisers  to  that  of  her  sister  Jean  with  Patrick  Kyd's  brother,  William, 
(Bl.  16), 6  to  whose  son  James  he  was  a  curator  in  1676-80  (D.D.  23  ;  D.  Dec.  6).  So 
again,  he  witnesses  the  marriage  contract  of  Sir  Alexander's  eldest  son,  John,  in  1667 
(D.Dec.  36  d)  ;  is  a  curator  to  Alexander  Milne  in  1670  (S.W.  400 )7  ;  witnesses  a  sasine 
following  on  the  marriage  contract  of  Agnes  Wedderburn,  Lady  Pitcur  (daughter  to  Sir 
Peter  of  Oosford),  in  1674  (G.R.S.  43),  and  another  sasine,  following  on  the  marriage 
contract  of  Cecilia,  daughter  of  Sir  Alexander,  with  William  Baillie  of  Littlegill,  in  Feb. 
1676  (G.R.S.  44). 

There  are,  of  course,  numerous  references  to  him  as  obtaining  decrees,  as  the  granter 
or  grantee  of  bonds,  discharges,  etc  ,  and  as  witness  to  various  transactions.  Thus,  3  March 
1638,  he  witnesses  a  baptism  at  Edinburgh  (Ed.B.  n  1) ;  10  May  1644,  gets  a  decreet  of 
poynding  (D.A.G.B.  9)  ;  22  Nov.  1647,  is  grantee  of  a  bond  (R.D.  148),  and  15  May  1649, 
gets  a  discharge  (S.W.  297).  A  bond  granted  by  him  to  Walter  Graham  of  Duntroon, 
who  assigned  it,  26  May  1677  (S.W.  431),  is  also  often  named  in  connection  with  discharges 
to  Easter    Powrie   for   its   annual   rent    1679-81    (S.W.    440,    445,   454).     Other  slight 

1  There  was  also  an  action  brought  v.  Kingennie  and  others  v.  the  representatives  of  Viscount  Dudhope, 
which  was  pending  27  Nov.  1673  (S.W.  423). 

"  Thus,  he  is  frequently  witness  or  godfather  at  the  baptism  of  different  children,  1643-79,  e.g.,  at  those 
of  his  son's  children,  John,  Alexander,  Elizabeth,  and  Matilda  (D.B.  15,  18, 19,  21)  ;  of  Sir  Alexander's 
children,  Alexander  (1639),  Alexander  (1643),  Alexander  (1648),  Peter,  and  Grissell  (Bl.  9  ;  D.B.  3, 
4,  7)  ;  of  Peter's  son  Alexander  (D.B.  30) ;  of  Sir  John's  children,  Alexander,  David,  Peter,  James, 
Matilda  Margaret,  and  again  Matilda  (Bl.  10;  D.B.  20,  22,  23,  25,  27,  31);  and  of  some  of  the- 
children  of  James,  the  clerk,  viz.,  Robert,  James,  and  Matilda  (D.B.  24,  28,  32).  His  name  also 
occurs  on  numerous  occasions  in  the  Dundee  register  as  witness  and  godfather  at  the  baptisms  of 
children  not  of  his  name.  It  occurs  in  all  some  seventy-seven  times,  1645-82,  the  last  occasion  being 
dated  9  Dec.  1682. 

*  These  letters  are  given  in  full  ante,  pp.  32-34. 

4  See  ante,  pp.  114-15,  where  Kiugennie's  successor  in  1676  as  heir  to  Bilsone's  wife  and  her  sister  and 

their  father  is  shown.  See  S.W.  336  ;  D.P.B.  484,  49P,  525-526,  540  ;  D.D.  24  ;  D.Dec.  7  ;  and 
R.A.D.  164. 

5  Ante.  p.  48.    Her  parents  had  granted  a  bond  to  him  as  heir  to  his  father  and  grandfather,  31  Dec.  164C 

(S.W.  296). 

6  See  also  F.S.  63  for  a  sasine,  15  May  1675,  on  charter  (confirmed  under  the  Great  Seal)  by  Patrick  to 

his  brother  William,  by  which,  in  event  of  Patrick  dying  s.p.,  his  lands  are  charged  with  a  legacy  of 
£1,000  to  Kingeunie. 

7  He  is  here  described  as  "of  Kingennie,"  a  designation  which,  after  the  purchase  of  Easter  Powrie  in 

1662,  may  apply  to  him  or  to  his  son,  as  from  that  date  he  is  more  often  designed  "of  Easter 
Powrie,"  while  his  son  is  "  of  Kingennie,"  although  the  father  is  still  sometimes  called  "  of  Kingennie  " 
or  "  of  Kingennie,  elder"  (R.D.  172).  Thus,  the  Alexander  of  Kingennie  who,  18  June  1678,  is  on 
an  inquest  for  the  retour  of  John  Graham  of  Claverhouse  as  heir  to  his  great  grandfather  (S.W. 
433-33  o)  may  be  either  he  or  his  son,  and  see  post,  p.  157,  n.  5. 
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references  of  this  character  to  hiin  are  collected  below.1     One  of  the  last  documents  relating  Part  n 
to  him  is  a  letter  (S.W.  457),  dated  from  Dundee  22  July  1682,  and  addressed  by  him  to  Ghap- IV 
George  Wedderburn,  merchant  in  Edinburgh  (post,  Part  III.,  chap,  hi.),  in  regard  to  some 
houses  in  Dundee,  "which  he  had  got  from  George's  brother  Alexander  in  1680  (ib.  442-43), 
This  letter  bears  his  seal,  with  the  motto  "  Non  Degener."     Facsimiles  of  his  signature 
will  be  found  opp.  pp.  32  and  56  of  vol.  ii.  (S.W.  301,  339,  341,  377). 

He  died  9  April  1683,  and  was  buried  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee  under  a  once  splendid 
monument,  bearing  the  names  of  himself  and  his  first  wife,  and  an  inscription  recording 
their  ages  and  deaths,  and  describing  him  as  "  chief  of  his  house,  provost  of  the  burgh, 
and  its  member  in  the  first  parliament  of  King  Charles  II."2  (J.W.  4  ;  H.C.R.  I,  ii). 

By  his  will,  dated  at  Dundee,  17  Nov.  1682,  confirmed  at  S  Andrew's,  16  Nov.  1683, 
and  given  up  by  his  eldest  son  and  executor,  he  left  legacies  to  his  widow  Margaret  Milne 
and  his  children  by  her,  Peter  and  Elizabeth,  his  grandson  Alexander  Scrymgeour,  and  to 
Ma(rgaret)  Wedderburn,  daughter  of  his  natural  son  John3  (S.A.T.  10).  He  is  constantly 
named  after  his  death4  in  connection  with  his  son  Alexander,  who  acted  as  his  executor 
(S:W.  460)  ;  and  being  returned  as  his  heir,  succeeded  him  in  his  estates  (S.W.  461, 
468-69,  475-77  ;  D.P.B.  536  ;  539  ;  D.Dec.  14  ;  G.S.R.  129  ;  RH.  13;  F.S.  71) ;  his  son, 
Peter  (D.C.  98;  D.P.B.  538,  545;  D.Dec.  13,  100;  F.S.,  117);  his  daughter  Elizabeth 
(S  W.  467)  ;  his  grandson  (G.S.R.  135),  and  great  grandson,  David,  to  whom  his  estates 
ultimately  came  (D.P.B.  570,  583,  589;  D.B.R.  515;  D.D.  106,  117;  D.Dec.  92).  I 
shall  deal  with  these  references  in  my  account  of  those  persons.5 

He  was  thrice  married  : — 

i.  Soon  after  15  Nov.  1638  to  Elizabeth  Ramsay,  only  daughter  and  heiress  of 
John  Ramsay,  merchant  burgess  and  bailie  of  Dundee.0  This  marriage  is  first  mentioned, 
26  Dec.  1638,  in  a  sasine  on  a  charter,  dated  at  Perth  14-15  Nov.  1638,  by  which  he 
settled  the  life-rent  of  Kingennie  and  a  North  Marketgait  tenement  (inherited  from  his 
father)  on  Elizabeth  Ramsay,  his  spouse  future  (D.P.B.  442),  in  implement  of  their 
marriage  contract,  dated  at  Perth  on  the  same  day  (F.S.  S).  The  life-rent  of  Kingennie 
was  confirmed  to  her  by  the  superior  William,  Marquis  of  Douglas,  and  sasine  thereof 
given  to  her,  25  Oct.  1641  (D.P.B.  464),  and  meanwhile  her  husband  made  further 
settlements  on  her  of  Dundee  properties,  24  May  1639  (S.W.  277;  G.R.S.  14;  F.S.  9) 
and  27  Feb.  1640  (D.P.B.  483).  Her  father  died  in  Jan.  1642  (S.W.  286),  in  which  year, 
7  March,  she  was  retoured  heir  to  him  (S.W.  283),  after  which,  22  June  1642,  she  was 
entered  as  such  heir  in  a  North  Marketgait  tenement,  which  is  settled  on  herself,  her  husband 
and  their  second  son  John  (D.P.B.  467).7  She  died  2  April  1643.  aged  22,  as  is  recorded 
on  her  husband's  tomb,2  leaving  issue  by  Kingennie  two  sons  and  one  daughter  : — 

1  Tims,  12  Nov.  1652,  he  is  a  witness  (R.D.  139);  27  May  1654,  attorney  for  Halyburton  of  Pitcur  and 
Fotheringhame  of  Powrie  (F.S.  26)  ;  12  June  1655,  discharge  to  him  (S.W.  314)  ;  1656,  named 
(ib.  315)  ;  2  Aug.  1658,  bond  by  him  (ib.  324) ;  19  April  1660,  discharge  to  him  by  James  Thomsone 
of  part  of  his  wife's  tocher  (S.W.  337)  ;  15  Aug.  1661,  bond  to  him  re  the  excise  of  salt 
(ib.  349) ;  30  Jan.  1662,  contract  by  him  to  sell  the  oats  of  ICiugany  (R.D.  155)  ;  8  June  1662,  pro- 
curatory  by  him  ;  10  Sept.  1662,  discharge  to  him  (S.W.  350)  ;  5,  25  Nov.  1664,  action  v.  him  by 
Rachel  Lindsay  and  her  son  (S.W.  373-74)  ;  24  Dec.  1665,  by  Campbell  of  Glenlyon  (S.W.  381-82)  ; 
21,  28  July  1668,  bond  to  him  (R.D.  172) ;  18  May  1669,  discharge  to  him  (S.W.  396)  ;  9  June  1670, 
action  v.  him  by  James  Home  (S.W.  401-3)  ;  7  Feb.  1674,  decreet  for  him  v.  Ogilvy  of  Muirie 
(R.A.D.  90)  ;  16  April  1677,  act  of  apprising  (S.W.  430) ;  22  Dec.  1677,  discharge  to  him  (ib.  432)  ; 
17  Dec.  1678,  discharge  to  him  (S.W.  436)  ;  29-30  Nov.  1680  obligation  to  him  as  tutor  and  curator 
to  Robert  Hunter  of  Baldovie  (S.W.  449)  ;  16  July  1681  discharge  to  him  of  a  1676  bond  (D.D.  31)  ; 
20,  24  Aug.  1681  bond  by  him  and  his  son  to  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford  (S.W.  455),  and  7  March 
1682  witness  to  a  bond  by  George  Wedderburn  to  John  of  Gosford  (R.D.  222). 

-  See  post  s.  the  Chapter  on  the  Howff  for  an  account  of  his  tomb  and  the  inscription  upon  it.  The  burial 
of  "  Provost  Wedderburn  "  is  also  recorded  in  the  Dundee  Mortcloth  Dues  1682-83  (D.M.D.  13). 

:l  See  as  to  this  S.A.T.  10,  note,  and  post,  p.  156,  n.  6. 

4  See  also  S.W.  505,  discharge  to  his  grandson,  6,  14  Aug.  1695,  of  a  bond  by  him  and  his  son  ;    and 

D.D.  33,  a  bond,  4  Feb.  1684,  naming  the  lands  of  his  heirs. 

5  As  already  stated  (ante,  p.  145,  n.  6)  some  extracts  of  the  retour  of  Grizell  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk,  in 

1769,  "to  her  great  grandfather  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie,  clerk  of  Dundee  "  (S.W.  567, 
635;  R.H.  40  »),  should  read  "great  great  grandfather,"  as  Easter  Powrie,  though  provost,  was 
never  clerk.  See  the  entail  of  Wedderburn,  where  the  retour  is  correctly  quoted  as  being  to  her 
"abavus,"  i.e.,  great  great  grandfather  (G.S-R.  144  n). 

1!  His  relict  was  Barbara  Jack,  who,  9  July  1642,  granted  a  bond  to  Elizabeth  as  heir  to  her  father  (S.W. 
284).     I  do  not  know,  however,  whether  Barbara  Jack  was  mother  or  only  stepmother  to  Elizabeth. 

7  John  Ramsay's  will  was  given  up  by  Kingennie,  his  son-in-law,  in  the  names  of  his  three  grandchildren, 
Alexander,  John,  and  Magdalen,  and  con6rmed  5  April  1643  (S.W.  286),  while  years  after,  28  March 
1667,  Kingennie's  eldest  son  petitioned  for  a  further  grant  of  administration  to  the  estate  (ib.  385). 
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Part  ii.         1.  Alexander  Wedderburn,   who  succeeded  his   father   in  Kingennie  and  Easter 

Chap.  IV.  Powrie.     See  post,  p.  157. 

2.  John  "Wedderburn  [1642—1648],  first  named  7  March  1642  in  the  above- 
mentioned  settlement  on  him  by  his  mother  of  a  North  Marketgait  land  (D.P.B. 
467),  and  also,  1643,  in  the  will  of  her  father  (S.W.  286)  and  the  letters  of  horning 
in  regard  to  his  estate  (ib.  288).  He  died  in  or  before  1648,  when  ( 1 6  Oct. )  his  elder 
brother  Alexander  is  entered  as  his  heir  in  the  North  Marketgait  land  (D.P.B.  474), 
which  (19  Aug.)  he  had  disponed  it  to  Thomas  Scott  (D.D.  13).1 
The  daughter, 

Maidelene  Wedderburn,  who  was  born  about  1640-41,  is  named  with  her  brother 
in  the  above-mentioned  will  and  in  the  letters  of  horning  of  1643  (S.W.  286,  288). 
She  married  in  July  1659  (the  marriage  contract,  which  describes  her  as  her 
father's  eldest  daughter,  being  dated  4  July)  her  cousin,  John  Scrymgeour  of 
Kirktoun  of  Erlistradichtie  (S.W.  330),  who,  1 1  July,  settled  the  life-rent  of  Kirktoun 
on  her  as  his  future  spouse  (ib.  331).  Exactly  a  year  later,  4,  11  July,  her 
husband  discharged  her  father  of  her  tocher  of  7,000  merks  (S.W.  343),  and  she 
got  sasine  of  the  said  life-rent  (S.W.  332).  Of  this  marriage  there  was  issue  born 
1661-69,  of  whom  an  account  will  be  given  post,  chap,  v.,  when  I  come  to  deal  with 
the  Scrymgeour- Wedderburns  of  Wedderburn,  who  are  descended  of  this  marriage 
and  took  up  the  representation  of  her  father  as  heirs  of  line  in  1778.  I  have  not 
ascertained  the  date  of  her  death,  but  as  she  is  not  named  in  her  father's  will 
(ante,  p.  151),  and  her  son  Alexander  Scrymgeour  is  so  named,  she  probably  died 
before  its  date  (Nov.  1682). 

ii.  About  29  Dec.  1643,  the  date  of  the  contract  (S.W.  289),  to  Margaret 
Fotheringhame,2  eldest  daughter  of  John  Fotheringhame,  brother  of  the  late  Thomas 
Fotheringhame  of  Powrie.  By  her,  the  date  of  whose  death  is  not  fixed,  Kingennie  had 
issue  a  son  and  daughter.     The  son, 

David  Wedderburn,  was  baptized  in  Dundee  22  Dec.  1645  (D.B.  1),  but  died,  no 
doubt,  in  infancy,  as  he  is  never  again  named,  and,  further,  his  younger  half-brother 
Peter  is  frequently  spoken  of  as  the  one  half-brother  of  their  father's  eldest  son,  and 
also,  as  the  second  son  of  Easter  Powrie,  both  in  1679  (F.S.  66),  and  later  (D.C. 
98;  D.Dec.  100;  F.S.  117); 
while  the  daughter, 

. Wedderburn3  (for  her  name  is  not  recorded)  died  1658-59,  and  was  buried  in 

Dundee,  the  Mortcloth  Dues  recording  the  use  of  the  cloth  for  "  Alexander 
Wedderburn  of  Kingennie,  his  daughter,"  between  Martinmas  1658  and  Whitsuntide 
1659  (D.M.D.  3). 

iii.  At  Dundee,  May-June  1 660,  to  Margaret  Milne,  relict  of  Major  Robert  Lindsay,4 
and  daughter  to  Alexander  Milne,  burgess  of  Dundee  and  Elgin.     The  marriage  contract, 

Letters  of  homing  by  Kingennie's  three  children  as  John  Ramsay's  oyes,  and  by  him  Kingennie  himself, 
as  their  tutor,  v.  Gilbert  Monorgund,  are  recorded  21  Nov.  1643  (ii.  288),  while  a  procuratory  of  the 
late  Elizabeth  Ramsay  is  mentioned  15  May  1648  (ib.  297).  She  is  also  named  as  deceased  in  con- 
nection with  her  son  John,  16  Oct.  1648  (D.P.B.  474),  and  her  son  Alexander,  10  Dec.  1665  (S.W. 
377)  and  17  Jan.  1666  (F.S.  49). 

1  This  disposition  is  not  registered  till  11  May  1665  (when  the  property  is  spoken  of  as  in  West  Marketgait, 
and  the  date  given  as  19  Aug.  1648),  so  that  it  had  preceded  the  retour,  which  may  have  been  obtained 
to  make  good  the  title  of  Kingennie  to  dispone  it  (D.D.  13). 

"  J.W.  and  Douglas  both  make  this  union  with  Margaret  Fotheringhame  the  first  marriage  of  Kingennie  ; 
the  latter  stating  that  there  were  two  sons  of  the  marriage,  while  J.W.,  after  following  Douglas,  in 
his  printed  memoir,  says  in  his  MS.  that  there  were  two  daughters.  But  they  give  no  authority  for 
these  statements,  and  are  clearly  wrong  as  to, this  being  his  first  marriage,  as  the  date  of  the  marriage 
contract  and  the  words  on  Kingennie's  tomb  describing  Elizabeth  Ramsay  as  "  primi  anion's  uxor  " 
show.  Moreover,  they  both  make  Maidelene  Wedderburn,  who  m.  John  Scrymgeour,  a  daughter  of 
the  third  marriage  of  Kingennie,  whereas  her  parentage  is  quite  clear  (S.W.  286,  288),  and  even  were 
it  not  Kingennie's  third  marriage  took  place  in  1660,  and  Maidelene  was  herself  married  in  1659  ! 

3  Thus  Maidelene  is  called  her  father's  eldest  (not  only)  daughter  in  July  1659  (S.W.  330),  although  this 
half-sister  was  then  dead. 

*  Her  marriage  contract  with  Rootmaister  Robert  Lindsay  is  dated  at  Dundee  26  Nov.  1647  and  describes 
her  as  daughter  to  Alexander  Milne,  one  of  the  bailies  of  Dundee  (Bl.P.  25).  Her  mother  was 
Elizabeth  Fletcher,  daughter  of  Andrew  Fletcher  of  Dundee  ;  while  her  father's  parents  were  Thomas 
Milne  and  Margaret  Spalding.  See  the  pedigree  of  the  Mylnes  of  Mylnefield  in  The  King's  Master 
Masons  by  the  Rev.  J.  Mylne,  1894.  Margaret  had  a  sister  Janet  who  left  a  legacy  to  Easter  Powrie 
in  trust  for  the  poor  of  Dundee  (D.C.  81). 
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signed  by  her  and  Kingennie  (see  facsimile  opp.  p.  56,  vol.  ii),  is  dated  19  May  1660  (S.W.  Partn. 
339-40),  while  the  names  had  been  given  up  to  be  proclaimed  on  the  day  before  (D.M.  7).  chaP-  IV- 
She  is  still  called  his  "  affianced  spouse "  in  a  bond  of  plenishing1  made  by  Kingennie 
in  her  favour,  8  June  1630  (S.W.  341-42).  She  is  named,  28  May  1666,  in  a  sasine  of  an 
annual  rent  to  her  and  her  son  Robert  Lindsay  (F.S.  50),2  and  in  a  bond  to  Kingennie, 
herself,  and  their  two  children,  Peter  and  Elizabeth,  15  Jan  1669  (R.D.  177  a).  The 
life-rent  of  Wester  Gourdie  was  settled  on  her,  7  May  1663  (F.S.  37),  so  that  the  lands  are 
named  as  subject  to  it,  28  Dec.  1677,  when  they  are  disponed  by  Easter  Powrie  to  his  son 
Peter  (S.W.  459  ;  F.S.  65).  She  survived  her  husband,  and  is  named  as  his  relict  2  March 
1685,  17  March  1687,  when  she  gets  decrees  on  behalf  of  her  son  Peter  (O.Dec.  15,  17), 
and  again,  27  June  1692,  when  she  is  described  as  life-rentrix  of  "  ane  greatt  tenement  or 
Ludgeing  lyiug  in  the  Overgait  of  Oundie"  (S.W.  500-1),  and  she  was  drawing  her  jointure  in 
1694  (ib.  504).  She  was  living,  9  Nov.  1695,  the  date  of  a  bond  by  the  Earl  of  Strathmore 
to  infeft  her  in  the  life-rent,  and  her  son  Peter  in  the  fee,  of  an  annual  rent  out  of  Glamis(F.S. 
88),  but  died  before  Oct.  1696,  and  was  buried  at  Dundee,  the  mortcloth  dues  recording  the 
use  of  the  cloth  for  "provost's  Wedderburn's  rellock"(relict)  during  that  period  (D.M.D.  24).:! 
By  her  Easter  Powrie  had  issue  two  sons  and  two  daughters  : — 

1.  John  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Dundee  24  Jan.  1065  (O.B.  13),  but  died  and  was 

buried  at  Dundee  1667-68,  when  the  mortcloth  is  used  for  "  Kingennie's  child" 
(D.M.D.  6).  His  brother  Peter  is  then  described  as  only  son  to  his  parents  (S.W. 
448  ;  D.P.B.  530),  and  as  his  father's  second  son  in  1679  (F.S.  66). 

2.  Peter  Wedderburn4  [1 667-68 — 1723-24],  fourth  but  second  surviving  and  youngest 

son  of  Easter  Powrie  (and  only  surviving  son  of  his  third  marriage).  There  is  no 
entry  of  his  baptism  in  the  Dundee  Jfarish  Register,  so  that  he  was  presumably 
born  out  of  that  parish.  The  exact  date  of  his  birth  is  thus  not  ascertained,  but 
he  chose  his  curators  23  June  1683,  probably  soon  after  he  was  fourteen,  which 
would  place  his  birth-date  in  1667-68,  and  as  his  elder  brother  John  was  born 
in  Jan.  1665,  he  can  hardly  have  been  born  before  1666.  He  is  first  named, 
13  Jan.  1669,  when  there  is  a  bond  by  his  father  to  his  mother,  himself, 
and  his  sister  Elizabeth  (R.D.  177a),  and  next,  11  Oct.  1670  (D.P.B.  526), 
when  his  father  settles  on  him  as  his  youngest  son  the  properties  he  had  inherited 
from  his  cousin,  Alexander  (ante,  p.  113).  In  the  next  year,  8  Dec.  1677,  his 
father  disponed  to  him  the  lands  of  Wester  Gourdie,  subject  to  his  own  and  his 
wife's  life-rent  (S.W.  459  ;  F.S.  65)  ;  and  later  on  made  further  settlements  on 
him,  viz.,  18  June  1677,  of  the  fore-tenement  once  belonging  to  Peter  and 
Alexander  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  78,  n.  3),  and  "now  to  me  as  air  to  my  late  father' 
(F.S.  66),  and  4-5  Nov.  1680,  of  other  lands  in  Dundee  (S.W.  448;  D.P.B.  530). 
In  the  first  of  these  two  settlements  he  is  called  his  father's  second  son,  and  in  the 
last  is  described  as  Patrick,  and  his  father's  only  son  by  Margaret  Milne.  He  is 
named  in  his  father's  will,  dated  17  Nov.  1682  (S.A.T.  10),  and  in  the  next  year, 
23  June  1683,  chose  his  curators,  including  his  brother,  his  mother,  and  James 
Wedderburn,  the  clerk  (D.  Dec.  13).5 

1  The  above  mentioned  bond  of  plenishing  is,  after  the  fashion  of  the  time,  a  very  detailed  list  of  all  kinds 
of  furniture  from  "ane  double  hall  table  of  wenschcoat  "  to  "  ane  pair  of  caudle  sheires."  Some 
silverplate  spoons  marked  M.  R.  L.  (Major  Robert  Lindsay)  and  M.  M.  (Margaret  MilneJ  and  others 
marked  A.  M.  and  E.  ff.  (Alexander  Milne  and  Elizabeth  Fletcher)  are  also  mentioned. 

-  She  is  named  in  connection  with  her  first  marriage,  24  June  167*2,  in  a  discharge  by  her  eldest  surviving  son 
Robert  Lindsay  to  Kingennie  (S.W.  413)  ;  21  Oct.  1 673,  another  discharge  by  him  to  herself  (ib.  422) ; 

22  Feb.  1676,  another  discharge  by  her  son  David  Lindsay,  to  her  and  her  husband  for  £1,000  left 
him  by  Janet  Milne  lib.  429)  ;  April  1680  in  a  sasine  to  her  and  David  Lindsay  of  an  annual  rent  out 
of  Auchterhouse  (G.R.S.  45);  and,  7  March  1682,  in  a  decreet  obtained  by  her  v.  David  Lindsay  of 
Edzell  on  a  bond  for  3,000  merks  granted  in  1675  by  Edzell  to  her  son  Robert  and  assigned  by  Robert 
to  her  and  Easter  Powrie  (S.W.  456  and  see  R.A.D.  106). 

3  She  is  also  named  in  connection  with  her  son   Peter  1630-81  (S.W.  448)   and  her  daughter  Elizabeth 

(ib.  453)  and  again,  after  her  death,  with  Peter  1697  (ib.  511). 
*  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  448,  459,  490-91,  496,  500,  501,  503-4,  507-8,  511,  515-18,  523-24,  526-28, 

538,  541,  556,  565  ;  Bl.  27-29  ;  M.P.  12,  19,  23,  47,  67,  75,  78,  86a  ;  S.A.T.  10;  D.C.  98  ;  D.L.B. 

59;  D.P.B.  526,530,  538,  542,545,  559,  563,  567,  574  ;  D.B.R.  483,488,  508,521  ;  D.D.  35,  3S,  42,  52, 

55,  56,  63,  75,  78, 124 ;  D.Dec.  13,  15,  17-19,  22,  28,  35,  37,  45,  53,  68,  71,  76,  7S,  81,  83  ;  D.ft.R.  12  ; 

D.M.D.  32,  48,  50  ;  F.S.,  65,  66,  76,  84,  86,  117,  119-20  ;   RD.  177  a,  230,  236,  255,  257,  262ab,  267, 

269,  307,  319,  349  ;  R.A.D.  154/,  164  ;  D.M.  18,  21  ;  D.B.  43,  44,  57. 
5  The  edict  of  curatory  is  also  preserved  among  the  Burgh  Archives  of  Edinburgh  : — "  At  Dundee  the 

23  June  1683,  in  presence  of  John  Duncan,  one  of  the  bailies  of  the  same,  sitting  in  judgment  anent 
the  precept  and  edict  purchased  and  raised  at  the  instance  of  Peter  Wedderburne,  son  to  the  deceased 
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Part  ii.  He  started  as  a  merchant  in  Dundee  before  he  was  of  age,  being  so  designed, 

Chap.  iv.  j  Aug.  1685,  when  he  witnesses  a  charter  (D.D.  35).     During  his  minority  his 

properties  in  Dundee  were  looked  after  by  his  mother,  who  got  decrees  for  rent 
v.  his  tenants,  2  March  1685,  17  March  1687  (D.  Dec.  15,  17), 1  While  he  himself 
got  decrees,  18  June,  14  Aug.  1687  (ib.  18,  19).2  His  North  Argylegait  land,  once 
his  father's,  is  named,  12  April  168S  (D  P.B.  538). 

He  was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee,  by  the  privilege  of  his  father,  7  May 
1689  (D.L.B.  59),  and  paid  his  "accidents"  on  admission  (D.G.R.  12).  The  entry 
of  his  admission  calls  him  Patrick.  Various  dealings  with  his  property  are  noted 
in  the  records.  Thus,  26  Oct.  1693,  he  dispones  to  George  Crockatt  an  annual  rent 
he  had  inherited  from  his  father  (D.P.B.  545);  27  Sept.  1699,  he  sells  a  North 
Overgait  house  (D;U.  52,  and  see  D.P.B  567  ;  D.Dec.  68)  ;  9  Feb.  1700,  as  "  tacks- 
man of  the  vicarage  of  Dundee  "  he  set*  the  fish  dues  in  tack  to  James  Strachan 
(ib.  56);  30  May  1702,  he  sells  a  vessel,  the  "Margaret  of  Dundee"  to  James 
Graham  (ib.  75);  17  Oct.  1709,  he  gets  sasine  of  an  annual  rent  out  of  Glamis 
disponed  to  him  and  his  mother  in  1695  by  the  Earl  of  Strathmore  (F.S.  86),  and 
25  Atig.  1710,  acquires  some  North  Seagait  lands  from  John  Melvill,  son  of  John 
Melvill  and  Katherine  Kyd  (D.P.B.  563).  In  these,  as  in  almost  every  entry 
naming  him,  he  is  designed  "  merchant  of  Dundee."3 

There  are  many  references  to  bills,  bonds,  actions,  decrees,  etc.,  incident  to  his 
business.  Thus,  8  Feb.  16S8,  there  is  a  decree  for  him  (I).B.R.  483);  1  2  June  1690, 
a  protested  bill  v.  him  and  his  cousin  Alexander4  (R.D.  230);  3  Feb.  1692,  decree  for 
him  (D.KR.  488);  23  Nov.  1698,  decree  for  house  maills  (D.Dec.  37);  31  Jan. 
1699,  summons  by  him  (S.W.  523);  10  March  1699,  5  June,  10  Sept.  1701,  action 
in  which  he  appears  (ib.  524,  526-27)  ;  8  Jan.,  27  March  1702;  31  May,  Oct.  18, 
1703  ;  20  Dec.  1705,  bonds  (R.D.  255,  262  a  b,  267,  269).  One  such  bond  in  his 
favour  by  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburu,  second  baronet  of  Blackness,  for  500  merks 
(£333  6s.  8d.),  dated  28  Jan.  1709  (S.W.  556;  R.A.D.,  154/),  was  one  of  the  many 
encumbrances  on  Sir  Alexander's  estate  at  his  death  in  1710,  and  is  thus  often 
mentioned  in  the  papers  relating  to  his  affairs  (M. P.  47,  67,  78,  86  a).  There  is 
also  an  action  by  Peter,  8  Feb.  1718  (D.B.R.  508);  and  decrees  in  his  favour 
24  March  1718,  2  Sept.  1722,  and  15  June  1723  (D.Dec.  76,  78,  81). 

He  took  his  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  family,  as  tutor  and  curator  to  various 
minors,  and  as  adviser  and  witness5  on  occasions  of  family  interest.  Thus  he 
was  named  in  his  brother's  will,  22  Oct.  1691,  as  one  of  the  principal  tutors  of  his 
brother's  son  Alexander,  and  also  in  certain  events  as  executor  and  heir  (S.W.  496), 
and  he  is  often  named,  e.g.,  both  as  tutor  and  curator  to  his  nephew,  7,  27  May 
1692  (D.D.  42);  27  June  1692  (S.W.  500-1);  20,  23  Nov.  1694  (D.D.  45) ;  1-5  Feb. 
1695  (S.W.  503-4,  R.D.  236),  11  May  1695  (D.  Dec.  28),  to  one  of  whose  other 
curators,  Thomas  Miln  of  Milnfield,  he  grants,  27  Jan.  1697,  a  discharge  of  a  bond 
made  to  his  mother,  Margaret  Miln.  by  his  father  (S  W.  511).  Other  references  to 
him  as  his  nephew's  curator  are  dated  14,  15,  30  June  1697  (S.W.  515-18);  22, 
31  Aug.  1698  (D.  Dec.  35),  and  20  May  1700  (D.  Dec.  45).    He  was  also  curator 

Alexander  Wedderburne  of  Easter  Powrie,  late  provost  of  Dundee,  making  mention  that  the  said 
complainer  is  a  minor  above  14  years  of  age  and  so  past  pupilarity,  but  within  the  years  of  minority 
and  curatory,  and  cannot  manage  his  affairs  without  the  aid  of  curators ;  and  now  nominates  Al»x  : 
Wedderburne  now  of  Easter  Powrie,  Mr.  William  Fletcher  advocate,  Thomas  Mylne  of  Muirtoune, 
Robert  Kinloch,  late  bailie,  David  Lindsay,  merchant  burgess  of  Edinburgh,  James  Wedderburn, 
town  clerk  of  Dundee,  and  Margaret  Mylne,  relict  of  the  said  decd  Alex:  Wedderburne,  to  be  his 
his  curators,  who  all  accept  the  the  said  office,  except  the  said  Mr.  Wm.  Fletcher.  Alexander  Wedder- 
burne of  Easter  Powrie  and  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness  are  named  as  nearest  of  kin  on  the  father's 
side,  and  Thomas  Mylne  of  Muirtoune  and  David  T.iudsay,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  on  the  mother's 
side."  (Copy  sent  me  by  Rev.  W.  Macleod,  who  found  the  original  when  searching  the  Edinburgh 
archives  with  another  object.     It  does  not  appear  why  it  should  have  been  preserved  in  Edinburgh.) 

1  He  is  called  "  her  youngest  son  "  (D.Dec.  15)  which  is  accurate,  as  she  had  sons  by  her  first  marriage 
still  alive. 

-  These  decrees  refer  to  properties  in  Murraygait  and  Seagait. 

:i  Among  the  subscribers  to  the  colonization  of  Darien  is  Peter  Wedderburn,  merchant  in  Dundee,  who 
gives  £100  on  30  March  1696  {Darien  Papers,  1697—1700). 

4  Son  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  Knt.,  post,  Part  III,  chap.  iii. 

5  He  is  also  named  as  witness  on  other  occasions,  e.g.,  in  1690.  28  March  (D.D.  38),  21  July  (D.P.B.  542\  . 

13  Oct.  (S.W.  490) ;  17  Dec.  1702  (R.D.  257)  ;  20,  28  Sept.  1708  (D.P.B.  559  ;  F.S.  84)  ;  and  twice 
as  sitting  on  inquests  at  Dundee,  7  July  1705  and  4  Aug.  1714  (D.Dec.  55,  71). 
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to  his  brother's  daughter  Rachel,  9  Oct.  1693  (D.  Dec.  22),  and  as  such  consents  to  Part  n. 
an  assignation  by  her,  11  Sept.  1696  (S.W.  507-8) ;  to  Alexander  Raitt,  son  of  his  chaP-  IV- 
sister  Elizabeth,  3  April,  5  May  1704,  10  July  1706  (D.D.  63;  U.Dec.  53);  and 
was  nominate  in  his  nephew's  will,  1  Nov.  1713,  as  tutor  to  his  children  (S.W.  541), 
but  declined  the  charge  (ib.  542,  565,  and  see  R. D.  319,  note).  Me  was  also 
nominate  tutor  and  curator  to  the  children  of  his  cousin  Sir  Alexander,  second 
baronet  of  Blackness,  3  Jan.  1710  (D.D.  78),  and  accepted  this  office,  being  so 
named  in  connection  with  their  affairs,  1710-15  (M.P.  12,  19,  23,  75). 

So  again,  he  witnesses  the  marriage  contracts  of  his  nephew,  Easter  Powrie, 
with  Grisell  Gardyne,  31  Dec.  1702  (S.  W.  528),  as  well  as  the  sasine  thereon, 
3  Nov.  1703  (F.S.  76);  of  his  niece,  Rachel  Wedderburn  with  Gilbert  Stewart, 
27  July  1711  (S.W.  538)1  ;  as  well  as  several  baptisms  in  Dundee.2  Three 
facsimiles  of  his  signature  are  given  opp.  pp.  56,  72  of  vol.  ii.  (S.W.  501,  503,  507). 

He  is  last  named  as  living  15  June  1723,  the  date  of  a  decree  (D.Dec.  81, 
vt,  sup.),  and  died  between  the  autumns  of  1723-24,  his  burial  at  Dundee  being 
referred  to  in  the  Mortcloth  dues  of  that  period  (D.M.D.  50).  After  his  death 
he  is  referred  to  in  a  sasine,  29  June  1726,  and  a  decree,  23  June  1729,  on  two 
dispositions  by  him  (1693  and  1718)  to  Alexander  Wedderburn,  son  of  James,  the 
clerk  (D.P.B.  574  ;  1).  Dec.  83 ;  F.S.  120  ;  R.A.D.  164)  and  in  a  translation,  1  Dec. 
1741,  referringto  a  bond  (1694)  of  which  he  was  the  assignee  (R.D.  349).3  ASouth 
Seagait  land  once  his,  and  then  that  of  Sir  Alexander,  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness, 
is  also  named,  8  July  1755  (D.D.  124). 

He  was  twice  married  : — ■ 

i.  At  Dundee  23  May  1701  to  Hellen  Lyon,  daughter  to  the  deceast  Mr. 
Patrick  Lyon  of  Carnoustie,  advocate  (by  his  wife  Jean  Alexander),  the  marriage 
contract  being  dated  15  April,  and  the  names  given  up  as  "  contracted  "19  April 
1701.  Her  tocher  was  one  thousand  merks,  and  he  settled  nine  thousand  (Bl.  27  ; 
D.M.  18).  She  died  s.p.  soon  after,  and  was  buried  at  Dundee,  1703-4  (D.M.D.  32). 

ii.  At  Dundee  27  Aug.  1705,  to  Barbara  Auchinlek,  or  Affleck,4  daughter 
of  the  late  Rev.  John  Auchinlek  of  Largo  (D.M.  21),  The  marriage  contract  is 
dated  22  Aug.  1705,  the  bride's  tocher  being  9,000  merks  and  Peter's  stock-in-trade 
17,000  merks  (Bl.  28).5  She  died,  also  s  p.,  and  was  buried  at  Dundee,  1721-22 
(D.M.D.  48). 

Peter  Wedderburn,  having  no  children,6  was  succeeded  on  his  death  by  his 
great  nephew  David  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk  (post,  p.  164),  who  got  a  precept  of 
clare  constat  as  such  heir,  29  Feb.  1744,  and  had  sasine  thereon  of  a  South 
Marketgait  tenement  17  Aug.  1752  (D.C.  98;  F.S.  117),  which  he,  as  Peter's  heir, 
disponed  to  David  Mullo,  24  Sept.  1756  (F.S.  119).  David  was  also  served  heir  of 
provision7  to  Peter  "his  grand  uncle,"  29  Aug.  1743  (D.B.R.  521  ;  D.Dec.  100). 

The  two  daughters  of  Easter  Powrie  and  Margaret  Milne  were, 
1.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Dundee  11  May  1662  (D.B.  11),  and  mentioned 
in  the  bond  by  the  Earl  of  Findlater  to  her  parents,  her  brother  Peter,  and  herself 
13  Jan.  1669  (R.D.  177  a).  She  is  named  as  her  father's  only  surviving  daughter 
by  Margaret  Milne  in  a  bond  of  provision  by  him  to  her,  27  July  1681  (S.W.  453), 
and  in  his  will  of  17  Nov.  1682  (S.A.T.  10).  There  is  also  a  discharge  by  her  to 
her  brother  of  the  annual  rent  of  the  bond  of  provision,  14  June  1684,  in  which  she 
is  called  "  onlie  daughter"  (i.e.,  surviving,  by  any  of  his  wives)  of  her  father  (S.W. 

1  He  is  also  named  as,  if  necessary,  a  substitute  for  his  brother,  to  see  to  the  settlement  monies  in  the 
marriage  contract  of  Margaret  Wedderburn  and  John  Pearson  (S.W.  491  and  post,  p.  156). 

'  He  witnesses  those  of  Peter,  son  of  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  2  Sept.  1675  (D.B-  25)  ;  of  his  niece, 
Janet  Raitt,  24  Aug.  1686  (D.B.  s.d.  orig.  record)  ;  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  Wedderburn,  clerk, 
16  Dec.  1689  ;  Margaret,  daughter  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Cristian  Kinloch,  29  Oct.  1690  ;  and, 
28  June  1706,  Peter,  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  v.  Grissell  Watson  (D.B.  43,  44,  57). 

3  See  below  s.,  the  account  of  his  sister  Elizabeth. 

4  It  is  spelt  thus,  as  pronounced,  in  the  register. 

5  This  marriage  contract  was  registered  in  the  Register  of  Deeds  at  Edinburgh  Dec.  1723.     See  Bl.  29  and 

R.D.  307,  where  there  is  a  slight  difference  as  to  date  and  a  difficulty  noted  at  Bl.  29. 
r'  He  certainly  d.  s.p.  and  would  seem  never  to  have  issue,  as  none  such  are  named  in  any  of  the  records 

and  especially  not  in  the  Dundee  Register  of  Baptisms. 
7  According  to  my  notes,  one  entry  (D.B.R.  521)  says  heir  only,  the  other  (D.Dec.   100)  heir  of  provision, 

though  I  have  not  found  any  provision  or  will  of  Peter  in  David's  favour,  and  David  was  certainly  his 

heir  general  also. 
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Part  II.  467).     She  married,  8  Oct,  1684  (after  contract  of  2  Sept.)  the  Rev.  Robert  Rait 

Chap.  iv.  (D.M.  13),  minister  in  Dundee,  and  died  before  3  April  1704,  when  her  brother  Peter 

is  named  one  of  the  mother's  kin  to  their  only  and  orphan  son  Alexander  Rait1 
(D.Dec.  53),  and  became  one  of  his  curators  5  May  1704,  10  Jan.  1706  (D.D.  63). 
There  is,  1  Dec  1741,  a  translation  of  £3,000  scots  contained  in  a  1694  bond  by 
Lord  Kinnaird  to  Mr.  Robert  Rait,  narrating  a  disposition  thereof  in  1714  by 
Alexander  Rait,  heir  served  and  retoured  to  his  father,  in  favour  of  Peter  Wedder- 
burn.  his  uncle  (R.D.  349). 
2.  Janet  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Dundee  17  July  1663  (DB.  12),  and  certainly 
dead  before  27  July  1681,  when,  as  we  have  seen,  her  sister  is  called  the  only 
surviving  daughter  of  their  parents  (S.W.  453).  It  is  probably  she  who  is  named 
as  "  Kingennie's  daughter,"  buried  in  Dundee,  1679-80  (D.M.D.  9),  though  this 
entry  may  refer  to  one  of  the  elder  daughters  of  her  brother  Alexander,  who  was, 
in  a  sense,  "  of  Kiugennie"  at  this  date.2 

[Easter  Powrie  had  also  a  natural  son, 

John  Wedderburn  [1644  ?— 1675  ?],3  who  is  named  14  Oct.  1653,  when  John 
Wedderburn,  "naturall  sone"  to  Kingennie,  witnesses  the  marriage  contract  of 
Marjory  Wedderburn  and  James  Thomsone  (S.W.  307  ;  ante,  p.  146)* ;  1  Nov.  1655, 
when,  again  called  "  natural  son,"  he  is  apprenticed  for  seven  years  to  the  deacon 
of  the  baxtars  (D.T.G.  4c),  and,  15  July  1658,  as  "son  to  Kingennie,"  when 
he  is  a  witness  to  the  protest  against  the  removal  of  turf  from  the  moor  of 
Kingennie  (S.W.  323).  At  the  end  of  his  apprenticeship  he  was  examined  by  the 
craft,  and  being  declared  a  sufficient  craftsman  was  admitted  a  free  master  of  the 
gild  28  Oct.  1662  (D.T.G.  4).  After  this,  he  is  generally  called  "  baxter,"  e.g., 
2  Nov.  1661-62,  when  there  is  a  decree  for  him  (D.B.R.  473),  and  again  14  Aug. 
1663  when  he  is  admitted  a  burgess  by  his  father's  privilege  (D.L.B.  54),  and 
20  March  1665,  when  he  is  a  witness  (D.P.B.  494).  He  is  named  on  several 
occasions  in  the  records  of  his  craft  up  to  Nov.  1670  (D.T.G.  4  f, \  note),  and 
continues  to  be  designated  "baxter,"  e.g.,  27  Jan.  1666,  when  he  is  again  a 
witness  (D.P.B.  49  6);  11  May  1668,  when  he  is  grantee  of  a  bond  (D.D.  16); 
12  Nov.  1669,  when  he  takes  an  apprentice  (ib.  17)  ;  and,  16  Jan.  1671,  when  he 
gets  a  decree  (D.B.R.  480),  and  also  dispones  to  Alexander  Wedderburn,  younger 
of  Kingennie,  a  North  Nethergait  land,  which  he  and  his  wTife  had  acquired  from 
Catherine  and  Grissell  Tyrees,  6  Oct.  1668.  He  is  also  named  as  "maltman"  in 
the  records  of  the  Maltmen  of  Dundee,  27  April  1670,  when  there  is  a  payment  to 
him  (D.T.G.  8).  Perhaps  he  died  soon  after  -Ian.  1671,  as  there  is  no  later  mention 
of  him  as  living,  though  there  is  no  mention  of  him  as  dead  till  1690  (26  Nov.), 
the  date  of  the  marriage  contract  of  his  daughter  Margaret  (S.W.  491). 

He  married  at  Dundee  27  June  1666  (by  banns,  16  May  preceding)  Helene 
Rodger  (D.M.  10),  and  by  her  had  issue  two  daughters  : — 

1.  Margaret  Wedderburn,5  baptized  in  Dundee,  29  April  1667,  her  father's 
father,  Easter  Powrie,  and  his  son,  Kingennie,  being  witnesses  (D.B.  14). 
She  married  at  Dundee,  29  Jan.  1691,  John  Pearson,  baxter  (D.M.  15),  the 
marriage  contract  (S.W.  491)  being  dated,  26  Nov.  1690,  and  made  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Easter  Powrie  (her 
natural  uncle),  who  provides  a  small  tocher  in  satisfaction  of  any  legacy  left 
to  Margaret  by  his  father.6     John  Pierson  died  early  in  1695  (D.Dec.  59), 

1  Accordingto  the  Dundee  registers  she  had  issue,  William  Rait,  bapt  24  Aug.  1685  ;  Janet,  24  Aug.  1686  ; 
Alexander,  26  March  1688  ;  Margaret,  23  May  1689.  Her  brother  Patrick  (sic  for  Peter)  was  a  witness 
to  the  baptism  of  Janet,  ami  is  called  ''  uncle  ''  to  the  infant  in  the  register  of  her  baptism.  Of 
these  children,  William  died  before  1714.  when  his  brother  Alexander  was  his  father's  heir  (R.D.  349), 
and  Alexander  before  1741,  as  he  is  called  deceast  in  the  translation  of  that  date  (ib). 

-  See  ante  p.  150,  n.  7. 

3  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  307.  323,  491  ;   D.L.B.  54  ;  D.P.B.  494,  496,  510,  515  ;  D.B.R.  473,  480  ; 

D.D.  16,  17  ;  D.T.G.  3  a,  4c/,  8  ;  D.M.  10  ;  D.B.  14,  16. 

4  A  John  Wedderburn,  not  designed,  who  witnesses  a  sasine  18  July  1652  (D.T.G.  3  a),  is,  I  think,  he,  but 

may  be  the  son  of  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness. 

5  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.   491,    509  a,    542;   D.B.R.    493,    502;    D.Dec.   50,   59,  93;    Br.T.   17; 

D.M.  15;  D.B.  14. 

6  See  the  legacy  to  "  Ma  :  Wedderburn,  wife  (sic  for  daughter)  of  John  Wedderburn,"  in  the  confirmation  of 

Easter  Powrie's  will  (S.A.T.  10). 
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at  the  end  of  which  year  (4  Dec.)  his  relict  and  executrix  gives  up  his  will  Part  n. 
to  be  confirmed  (Br  T.  17).  She  is  named  thereafter,  29  Dec.  1696,  when  chap' IV" 
she  grants  a  discharge  for  the  annual  rent  of  her  tocher  to  the  factor  of 
Easter  Powrie  (S.W.  509  a);  15,  17  May,  when  she  has  as  action  v.  Euphame 
Smith  (I  >.B.R.  493)  ;  and,  27  Jan.  1703,  when  there  is  a  decree  against  her 
(D.  Dec.  50).  In  1 708  (15  May,  30  Aug.)  she  was  suing  Alexander  Wedder- 
burn of  that  ilk  in  regard  to  her  tocher,  which  was  ultimately  paid  to  her, 
after  his  death,  21  Oct.  1714  and  9  Aug.  1716  (S.W.  542).  She  was  living, 
13  Oct.  1723,  when  she  witnessed  the  baptism  at  Dundee  of  Margaret, 
daughter  of  her  son  "  Alexander  Pearsone,  baxter,  and  Isobel  Reid."  being 
herself  designed  in  the  entry  grandmother  to  the  child  (D.B.  s.d.,  orig, 
record).  She  died  shortly  before  6  July  1737.  when  there  is  a  decree 
anent  the  roup  of  the  household  plenishing  of  the  late  Margaret  Wedderburn, 
relict  of  John  Pearson  (D.Dec.  93).  By  her  husband  she  had  had  three 
sons,  all  of  whom  were  baptized  in  Dundee,  viz.,  Alexander,  7  Jan.  1692; 
John,  2  Feb.  1693  ;  and  James.  3  Sept.  1695  (P.B.  s  dd.,  orig.  record). 
2.  Euphame  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Dundee  27  June  1668  (D.B.  16). 
As  there  is  no  other  reference  to  her,  she  probably  died  young.] 

Alexander  Wedderburn1  [1640-92],  fourth  of  Kingennie,  and  second  of  Easter 
Powrie,  eldest  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Elizabeth  Ramsay,  was  born  about 
1640,  and  is  first  named  5  April  and  21  Nov.  1643  in  connection  with  the  will  and  estate 
of  his  mother's  father,  John  Ramsay  (S.W.  286,  288),  and  next,  16. Oct.  1648,  when  he  is 
entered  heir  to  his  brother  John  in  the  North  Marketgait  land  of  their  late  mother  (D.P.B. 
274). 2  He  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1655,  but  there  is  no  record  of  his  graduating 
there  (S.A.R.  28).  After  this  the  earliest  references  to  him  are  15  July  16i8,  when  he, 
as  procurator  for  his  father,  requires  Durham  of  Omachie  to  desist  from  taking  peat  from 
the  moor  of  Kingennie  (S.W.  323  ut  sup);  29  June  1660,  8  June  1662,  when  he  is  a 
witness  (S.W.  344;  D.D.  10);  28  April  1663,  when  he  witnesses  his  father's  acquisition 
of  Easter  Powrie  (S.W.  358-59);  and,  7  May  1663,  when  he  is  attorney  for  his  step- 
mother, Margaret  Milne,  in  regard  to  the  charge  on  Wester  Gourdie  in  her  favour  (F.S.  37). 
On  these  occasions  he  is  called  "younger  of  Kingennie,"  "eldest,"  or  "elder  son  and 
apparent  heir  "  of  his  father. 

He,  "younger  of  Kingennie,"  was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  by  his  father's 
privilege,  15  May  1665  (D.L.B.  55),  at  the  close  of  which  year  he  married  (see  below), 
when  his  father,  1  Jan.  16G6,  settled  on  him  the  lands  of  Kingennie,3  and,  subject 
to  his  own  liferent,  those  of  Easter  Powrie  also  (F.S.  48,  49).  After  this  he  is  often  called 
"of  Kingennie,"  while  his  father  is  generally  "of  Easter  Powrie,"  but  as  the  father  is 
still  sometimes  called  "  of  Kingennie,"  it  is  not  always  possible  on  minor  occasions  to 
distinguish  who  is  meant  by  that  designation.4  Thus,  28  March  1667,  Alexander  of 
Kingennie.  who  petitions  for  leave  to  get  in  debts  due  to  his  grandfather,  the  late  John 
Ramsay,  is  clearly  the  son,  who,  when  a  child,  had  been  formally  confirmed  an  executor 
to  his  grandfather's  will  (S.W.  286-385),  and  there  is,  of  course,  no  difficulty  when 
the  two,  father  and  son,  are  named  together  "of  Powrie"  and  "of  Kingennie"  on 
the  same  occasion  {e.g.,  D.B.  14). 5 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  286,  288,   323,  344,  358-59,  362,  377-80,  385,  395-96,  400-3.  408,417, 

431-35,  446,  451.  455,  460-62,  468-71.  474-80,  482.484,  4S7-89,  490-94,  496-99,  500-1,  503-5,  507-9  o, 
513,  525,  538,  542,  600,  607-10  ;  Bl.P.  10  passim,  18,  65  ;  S.A.K.  28  ;  D.O.  77,  79,  81  ;  D.L.B.  55  ; 
D.P.B.  474,  502,  510,  515,  516,  528,  536,  539-40,  543,  570,  589  ;  D.B.R.  xxxvi.,  title,  477,  489  ; 
D.D.  10,  13,  19,  23,  25,  31,  40,  71.  117;  D.Dec.  6,  9,  13.  14,  16,  59  ;  D.T.G.  ig;  D.M.D.  16,  22  ; 
G.S.R.  129  ;  R.H.  13,  14,  27  ;  G.R.S.  41-44,  135  ;  F.S.  37,  48,  49,  52,  55,  63,  71,  72,  74  ;  R.D.  207, 
216,  252  ;  R.A.D.  105  ;  Br.T.  15,21,  23;  S.A.T.  10,  13  ,  D.B.  14,  15,  18-28,  30,  41,  43. 

2  His  father  disponed  it  to  Thomas  Scott  (D.D.  13).     See  ante,  p.  152. 

3  The  lands  of  Kingennie  were  confirmed  to  him,  his  wife,  and  their  heirs  by  the  superior,  James,  Marquis 

of  Douglas,  by  charter  and  sasine  thereon  registered  24  Oct.  1669  (F.S.  55). 

4  They  are  sometimes  also  called  "  elder  and  younger  of  Kingennie,"  e.g.,  7  Sept.    1672,  bond  to  him 

(S.W.  600) ;  and,  11  April  1677,  Alexander  Wedderburn,  younger  of  Kingennie,  witnesses  the 
baptism  of  Mathilda,  daughter  of  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness  (D.B.  27). 
0  As  instances  of  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  whether  father  or  son  is  meant  by  "  Alexander  Wedderburn 
of  Kingennie,"  we  may  note  the  following  : — 18  May  1669,  discharge  (S.W.  396)  ;  2  March  1670,  a 
curator  to  Alexander  Milne  (ib.  400)  ;  9  June  1670,  suit  v.  him  by  James  Home  (ib.  401-3)  ;  22  July 
1671,  bond  of   relief    to  John  Scrymgeour  of   Kirktoun  (ib.  408,  417,  446);  8  Jan.  1673,  witness 
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Part  11.  He  granted,    1  Nov.  1667,   a  three  years' tack  of  part  of   Kingennie  to  Alexander 

Chap.  i\.  Machane,  at  the  rent  of  "  three  chalders  victual,  300  merks  money,  a  dozen  capons  and 
seven  dozen  poultry,"  payable  at  stated  terms,  the  tenant  also  paying  the  vicarage 
duty  and  the  schoolmaster's  stipend  (D.D.  19),  and,  15  Feb.  1  668,  agreed  to  set  the  mill  of 
Kingennie  in  tack  for  five  years  for  "  15  bolls  of  oatmeal,  12  capons  and  12  hens,"  he  to 
uphold  the  mill  "in  Mr  lyeing  geir"  and  the  tenant  to  uphold  it  "  in  hir  goeing  geir " 
(S.W.  395).  In  1671,  Jan.  16,  he  got  from  John  Wedderbum,  baxter  (ante,  p.  156),  a 
North  Nethergait  land  (D.P.B.  515) ;  5  Oct.  1672,  is  a  legatee  under  the  will  (D.C.  77)  of 
his  cousin,  Thomas  Haliburton,  son  of  Margaret  Wedderbum  (ante,  p.  139)  ;  Sept.  1673, 
gets  sasine  of  two  annual  rents  (G.R.S.  41,42);  and,  11  Nov.  1676,  of  a  North  Argylegait 
laud  (D.P.B.  528).1 

He  does  not  seem  to  have  taken  an  active  part  in  affairs,  although  occasionally  named 
as  giving  sasine  as  "sheriff  in  those  parts,"  e.g.,  Aug.  1667,  of  Grange  of  Barrie  to 
Patrick  Kyd  of  Craigie  (D.P.B.  502  ;  F.S.  52)  ;  sitting  on  assize,  6  Feb.  1669  (D.B.R,  477); 
admitted  to  the  baxtars' craft,  21  Oct.  1669  (D.T.G.  i  g) ;  giving  sasine  of  Woodhill  to 
William  Kyd,  1  Sept.  1671  (D.P.B.  516),  while,  18  May  1686,  he  is  one  of  those  who  sign 
a  declaration  of  their  intention  to  "live  peacablie  and  regularly,  free  of  all  fanatical  disorder  " 
as  required  by  the  act  of  2  June  1685  (D.B.R.  vol.  36,  fly-leaf). 

He  is  constantly  named  in  connection  with  members  of  his  family,  as  witnessing  at 
Dundee  the  baptisms  of  children  of  the  name,'-  both  in  his  father's  lifetime  and  later ;  as 
a  witness  to  the  sasine  given  to  Agnes,  daughter  of  Sir  Peter  Wedderbum  of  Gosford,  on 
her  marriage,  8  Oct.  1674  (G.R.S.  43)  and  to  that  given  to  Cecilia,  daughter  of  Sir  Alex- 
ander of  Blackness,  on  her  marriage,  Feb.  1676  (ib.  44) ;  as  a  curator  to  James,  Peter,  and 
Margaret,  children  of  William  Kyd  of  Woodhill  and  Jean  Wedderbum,  20  Aug.  1676, 
20  March  1680,  IS  Nov.  1685  (D.D.  23;  D.Dec.  6,  16)  the  eldest  of  whom  discharged 
him  and  his  other  curators  of  their  trust,  26  April  1687  (R.D.  216).3 

On  the  death  of  his  father  in  1683  he  succeeded  him  as  his  heir,  was  executor  to  his 
will  (S.A.T.  10),4  and  a  curator  to  his  half-brother,  Peter,  23  June  1683  (D.Dec.  13).  He 
at  once,  20  Dec.  1683,  got  a  great  seal  confirmation  of  his  marriage  settlement  and  of  his 
father's  disposition  to  him  of  Easter  Powrie  (S.W.  461  ;  G.S.R.  129)  ;  an  act,  7  Jan.  1684, 
of  conversion  in  his  favour  relative  to  South  Murraygait  lands  (S.W.  462)  ;  a  general  retour 
as  heir  to  his  father,  16  July  1684  (S.W.  468-69 ;  D  Dec.  14),  and  a  second5  confirmatory 
charter  of  Kiugenuie  to  himself  and  his  wife,  18  July  1 6S4  (S.W.  470).  He  was  cognosced 
heir  to  his  father,  15  June  1685,  both  in  a  Dundee  tenement  (D.C.  79)  and  in  an  annual 
rent  (D.P.B.  536) ;  16  March  1686,  in  the  shadow  half  of  Wester  Gourdie  (S.W.  475; 
R.H.  13),  precept  and  sasine  following  12,  20  May  (S.W.  476-77  ;  F.S.  71) ;  and  yet  again 
in  another  annual  rent,  31  May  1688  (D.P.B.  539). 

He  is  named  in  regard  to  various  bonds,  discharges,  decrees,  etc.  1678-91.  Of  these, 
one  was  a  bond  by  him  and  his  father  as  cautioner  to  John  Wedderbum  of  Gosford, 
20,  24  Aug.  1681  (S.W.  455)  on  which  we  find  him  paying  annual  rent,  22  Nov.  1683, 

(Bl.  18)  ;  28  Sept.  1674,  witness  (D.B.  24)  ;  15  May  1675,  legatee  under  the  will  of  Patrick  Kyd 
(F.S.  63)  ;  7  Nov.  1676,  cautioner  to  the  will  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderbum  of  Blackness  (Br.T.  15)  -r 
22  Dec.  1677,  discharge  to  him  (S.W.  432) ;  and  18  June  1678,  an  inquest  for  retour  of  John  of 
Graham  Claverhouse  as  heir  to  his  great  grandfather  (S.W.  433-33  a) ;  14  July  1681.  decreet  on 
summons  by  Robert  Lindsay  in  Dundee  r.  James  Wedderbum,  clerk,  Alexander  Wedderbum  of 
Kingennie,  and  others  (ll.A.D.  105). 

1  There  is,  27  Dec.  1680,  a  tack  of  Burnsyd  in  Easter  Powrie  (S.W.  451)  by  Alexander  of  Kingennie,  the 
the  signature  to  which  is  his. 

-  He  is  thus  witness  to  those  of  Margaret,  daughter  to  John  Wedderbum  and  Helen  Rodger,  29  April  1667 
(D.B.  14)  ;  Matilda,  Margaret,  Alexander,  David  and  Peter,  children  of  John  Wedderbum  of  Blackness 
(Bl.  10,  s.  4  Aug.  1668,  4  Dec.  1670,  7  April  1672,  1  Jan.  1674,  and  25  Aug.  1675  ;  D.B.  20.  22,  23, 
25);  Alexander  and  Robert,  sons  of  James  Wedderbum,  the  clerk,  13  Nov.  1675  and  18  April  1677 
(D.B.  26,  28);  Alexander,  son  of  Peter  Wedderbum  and  Cathariue  Man,  30  Nov.  1678  (D.B.  30) ; 
James,  John,  and  Jean,  children  of  John  of  Blackness  (Bl.  10,  s.  2  Jan.  1679,  10  Oct.  1682,  and 

15  Feb.  1685),  and  Elizabeth  and  Jean,  children  of  James  Wedderbum,  clerk,  21  Sept.   1686  and 

16  Dec.  1689  (D.B.  41,  43).  In  all  he  is  witness  to  some  forty  baptisms  at  Dundee  of  members  of 
his  family  and  others,  1663 — 1692  (Dun.  Par.  Iteg.,  passim). 

:;  He  was  also  an  adviser  as  to  the  marriage  contracts  of  Magdalene  Thomsone  and  George  Jack,  1  May  1686 
(S.W.  478)  ;  Elspeth  Thomsone  and  William  Wallace,  4,  5  Dec.  1688  (S.W.  487,  494,  and  see  facsimile 
of  his  signature  Vol.  ii ,  opp.  p.  56),  and  Margaret  Wedderbum  and  John  Pearson,  26  Nov.  1690 
(S.W.  491  ;  Br.T.  1-7).     See  ante,  pp.  146  n.  1  ;  156. 

4  As  his  father's  executor,  he  is  named  13  June  1690,  in  regard  to  a  legacy  to  the  poor  of  Dundee  by  Janet 

Milne,  of  which  his  father  had  been  trustee  (D.C.  81). 

5  See  ante,  p.  157  n.  3, 
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19  Dec.  1684,  18  Jan.,  30  Nov.  1687  (ib.  460,  471,  480,  482).1  I  do  not  know  what  Part  n. 
became  of  this  bond,  but  soon  after,  13  June  1688,  he  grants  one  for  a  like  amount  to  chap- IV- 
James  Wedderburn,  the  clerk  (S.W.  484),  and  as  John  of  Gosford  had  just  died,  and  his 
estate  no  doubt  was  being  administered,  it  seems  likely  that  the  latter  was  a  means  of 
paying  the  former  bond.  On  the  bond  to  the  clerk  he  was  paying  interest,  13  Oct.  1690  and 
1  June  1 691  (S.W.  490,  492),  while  his  son  paid  it  and  the  capital  in  1696  (S.W.  509,  525). 
He  died  in  Jan.  1692  (Br.T.  21  ),2  and  was  buried  in  Dundee  (D.M.D.  22),  having  by 
his  will,  22  Oct.  1691,  directed  his  "body  to  be  honestly  buryed  in  the  ordinal-  burial  1 
place  of  Dundee  besyd  my  neirest  freinds  and  relationes"  (S.W.  496).  By  this  will,  a 
facsimile  of  his  signature  to  which  will  be  found  opp.  p.  56,  Vol.  ii.,  he  appoints  as  his 
executor  and  universal!  legatour  his  only  son  Alexander,  and  him  failing,  his  brother, 
Peter.  Provision  is  made  for  his  two  daughters,  Rachell  and  Margaret,  and  tutors 
appointed  "for  ruleing  and  guiding"  his  son.  The  will  was  confirmed  at  Brechin 
18  Nov.  1709,  being  given  up  by  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk,  his  son  and  executor  ; 
the  confirmation  recording  the  date  of  his  death  as  Jan.  1692  3  The  executorship  of  his 
son  is  referred  to  in  a  discharge  by  Patrick  (son  of  William)  Kyd  to  his  curators,  of 
whom  he  had  been  one,  10  Feb  1692  (D.D.  40);  2  March  1692,  when  there  is  a  decree 
for  a  sum  due  by  him  (D.B.R.  489) ;  6,  14  Aug.  1695,  when  there  is  a  discharge  to 
him  of  a  bond  made  by  his  grandfather  and  father  (S.W.  505);  29  Dec.  1696  and 
15  May  1699,  when  lie  pays  off  the  annual  rent  and  principal  of  his  father's  abovenamed 
bond  for  5,000  merks  to  James  Wedderburn,  the  clerk,  to  James'  son  and  widow  (S.W. 
509,  525);  15  June  1706,  when  he  grants  a  discharge  to  Sir  Alexander,  second  baronet 
of  Blackness  (D.D.  71);  and  also,  29  Dec.  1696  and  30  Aug.  1708,  in  regard  to  the 
sums  due  by  him  under  the  marriage  contract  of  Margaret  Wedderburn  and  John  Pearson 
(S.W.  o09  a  ;  D.Dec.  59). 4  He  is  named  of  course  in  the  retours  of  his  son  as  his  heir 
(S.W.  497-98,  513;  R.H.  14,  27;  F.S.  72,  74),  and  also  in  regard  to  his  daughter 
Rachel  (S.W.  507-8,  538),  and  his  son's  children  (S.W.  542,  607-10;  D.P.B.  570,  5S9  ; 
D.D.  117).  With  these  entries  I  shall  deal  under  the  accounts  of  the  persons  to  whom 
they  more  immediately  refer  (post,  pp.  161  seqq.). 

He  had  married,  20  Dec.  1665,  his  second  cousin,  Grissell  Wedderburn,  fourth 
daughter  to  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness  (Bl.  9).  The  marriage  contract — a  closely  written 
roll  of  eleven  sheets — is  dated  18  Dec.  in  that  year  (S.W.  377-78),  and  signed  by  both 
spouses,  their  parents,  and  several  witnesses  (see  facsimile  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  56).  The  bride's 
tocher  was  11,000  merks,  and  on  the  husband's  part  there  is  an  elaborate  settlement  of  the 
family  estates  on  himself,  his  wife,  and  their  issue.  It  was  followed  by  a  charter  and 
.sasine  18,  23  Dec.  (S.W.  379-80),  while  on  1  Jan.  1666  he  and  his  wife  got,  as  we  have 
seen,  sasine  of  Kingennie  and  the  reversion  of  Easter  Powrie  (F.S.  48,  49).  By  his  wife, 
who  was  born  S  Feb.  1647  (Bl.  9)  and  died  1685-86,  and  was  buried  in  Dundee  as  appears 
from  the  mortcloth  dues  for  "Easter  Powrie's  leady  "  at  this  date  (D.M.D.  16),  he  had 
issue  four  sons  and  four  daughters  : — 

1.  John  Wedderburn5    [1667—1688-9].     He  was  born  in  Oct.  1667  and  baptized  in 
Dundee  on  the  10th  of  that  month  (D.B.   15). u     He  is  next  named  7  Feb.  1681 

1  Otlier  such  references  are  1671-SO,  action  between  him  and  John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun  in  regard  to 
a  bond  of  relief  (S.W.  408,  427-28,  446  ;  K.A.D.  95)  ;  7  Sept.  1672,  bond  by  John  Scrymgeonr  of 
Kirktoun  to  him  "younger  of  Kingennie"  (S.W.  600);  1,  5  June  1677,  bond  to  him  (D.D.  25)  ; 
18  July  1678,  action  in  regard  to  it  (S.W.  434) ;  26  May  1677,  bond  as  cautioner  for  his  father  to 
Graham  of  Duntvoon  (S.W.  431)  ;  15  Nov.  1678,  obligation  (ib.  435)  ;  16  July  1681,  discharge 
(D.D.  31);  31  March  1682,  decree  for  him  (D  Dec.  9);  1  March  16S4,  bond  to  him  (R.D.  207); 
—  1686,  discharge  to  him  by  Rev.  Robert  Edward  of  Murroes  (S.W.  474)  ;  14  July  1686,  discharge 
to  him  by  Sir  David  Carnegy  of  Pitarrow  (R.D.  252)  ;  25  Oct.  16S9,  by  James  Kinuaird  (S.W.  488) ; 
22  July  1690,  by  David  Hunter  in  Burnsyde  (ib.  489),  and,  14  June  1691,  by  James  Kyd  of  Ciaigie 
{ib.  493). 

"s  He  died  after  7  Jan.,  when  his  son  is  still  called  "  younger  of  Powrie  "  when  a  -witness  to  the  baptism  of 
Alexander,  son  of  John  Piersoun  and  Margaret  Wedderburn  (D.B.  orig.  record  s.d.). 

3  It  was   again   confirmed   at   Brechin   22   Aug.   1716,  on  behalf  of   his  granddaughter  Grissell,  and  at 

S.  Andrew's,  7  Nov.  1722,  on  behalf  of  his  grandson  David  Wedderburn,  of   that  ilk  (Br.T.  23  ; 
S.A.T.  13). 

4  There  are  also  in  the  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn  charter  chest  an  elaborate  inventory  of  his  estate,  dated 

27  June  1692   (S.W.  500-1),  and  two  accounts  of  the  dealings  with  it,  1692-94,  by  the  curators  of 
his  son  (ib.  503-4),  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  account  of  his  son. 

5  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  479,   484,  487,   494;  S.A.R.   34;  D.P.B.   540-41,  543,   570;  D.D.  117  ; 

D.M.D.  19  ;  D.B.  15,  34,  36. 

6  It  may  be  noted  that  his  father  is  called  "  younger  of  Kingennie  "  in  all  the  entries  of  the  baptisms  of 

his  children  at  Dundee. 
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Partu.  and  11  Oct.  1682,  when  he  is  a  witness  to  the  baptisms  of  two  of  his  namesakes, 

ap'     '  the   sons   of   his   maternal    uncles    Peter   Wedderburn,    and    John   of   Blackness 

(D.B.,  34,  36).  He  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1687  (S.A.R,  34;,  but  took  no 
degree.  In  1687,  Oct.  7,  he,  "eldest  son,"  was  cautioner  to  a  bond  of  provision 
made  by  his  father  to  his  second  surviving  son  Peter  for  6,000  merks  (S.W.  479), 
and,  15  June  1688,  was  a  witness  to  his  father's  bond  to  James  the  clerk  for  5,000 
merks  (S.W.  484).  A  settlement  of  the  North  Argylegait  land,  which  his  grand- 
father had  got  from  Barten  Belson  (ante,  pp.  114-15)  was  made  on  him  as  "eldest 
son"  of  his  father,  5  Aug.  1688,  when,  he  being  still  a  minor,  his  uncle  John  of  Black- 
ness is  his  attorney  (D.P.B.  540),  and  this  land  is  referred  to  as  his  after  his  majority, 
30  Oct.  1688,  on  an  occasion  when  he  is  styled  "John  Wedderburn  of  Easter 
Powrie  (D.P.B.  541).  He  is  last  named  as  living  4,  5  Dec,  when  he,  "younger  of 
Easter  Powrie,"  witnesses  and  signs  the  marriage  contract  of  Elspeth  Thomsone 
and  William  Wallace  (S.W.  487,  and  see  facsimile  of  his  signature  vol.  ii,  opp.  p. 
56),  but  died  unm.  soon  after,  and  was  buried  at  Dundee,  his  name,  "John  Wed- 
derburn of  Easter  Powrie  "  occurring  in  the  Mortcloth  Dues  of  the  burgh  for 
1688-89  (D.M.D.  19).  His  youngest  brother  Alexander  was  his  heir,  and  was  so 
entered  in  the  North  Argylegait  property,  1  Dec.  1690  (D.P.B.  543),  his  heirship 
being  referred  to  years  after,  13  Feb.  26  April  ]751,  in  connection  with  the 
inheritance  of  this  property  by  his  son  David  (D.P.B.  570  ;  D.D.  1 17). 

2.  Alexander  Wedderburn1    [1668 — 80?]    born   in    Aug.    1668,    and   baptized    in 

Dundee  25th  of  that  month  (D.B.  18).  He  died  in  infancy,  his  youngest  brother, 
born  about  1681,  receiving  the  same  name,  while  Peter  was  "second  son"  in  1687 
(S.W.  479).  Thus  John  (utsup.)  was  succeeded  by  his  youngest  brother  Alexander, 
there  being  no  brothers  between  them  in  age  living  at  that  date. 

3.  Peter  Wedderburn   [1670? — 1687].     There  is  no  record  of  his  baptism  in  the 

Dundee  Parish  Register,  so  that  he  was  no  doubt  born  elsewhere,  perhaps  about 
1670,  though  the  birth-dates  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  make  this  a  little  doubtful. 
He  is  first  named  2  Sept.  1675,  when,  as  a  mere  child,  he  witnesses,  together  with 
several  other  namesakes,  including  his  uncle  Peter,  the  baptism  of  his  cousin  Peter, 
son  of  John  of  Blackness.  The  entry  identifies  him  as  "  son  to  the  laird  of 
Kingennie"  and  his  uncle  as  "  sone  to  the  laird  of  Easter  Powrie  "  (D.B.  25).  On 
7  Oct.  1687  his  father  makes  a  bond  of  provision  to  him  as  his  second  son  "for  his 
better  help  to  ane  honest  lyviehood  and  sustentatione  in  this  world  "  (S.W.  479), 
and  he  was  living  4-8  Dec.  1688,  when,  with  his  brother  John,  he  witnesses  and 
sicns  the  marriage  contract  of  William  Wallace  (S.W.  487  ut  sup.,  and  see  the 
facsimile  of  his  signature,  vol.  ii,  opp.  p.  56).  He  died  between  April  and  Michael- 
mas 1689,2  and  was  buried  at  Dundee  (D.M.D.  20). 

4.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  who  succeeded  as  his  father's  heir,  and  carried  on  the 

line  of  the  family.     See  post,  p.  161. 
Of  the  daughters, 

1.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  born 


in   Dundee  Aug.   1669,    being 
baptized  there 23  Aug.( I  ).B.  19). 


Neither  of  these  daughters  are  named  in  the 
bond  of  provision  to  their  brother  Peter  7  Oct. 
Matilda    Wedderburn,    born  1687  (S.W.  479),  before  which  date  they  had, 

in   Dundee  Aug.    1671,   being  no  doubt,  died.3 

baptized  there  1 7  Feb.  1  >.B.  2 1 ).  J 
3.  Margaret  Wedderburn.  There  is  no  entry  of  her  baptism  in  the  Dundee 
Parish  Register,  so  that  she  was  probably  born  elsewhere.  She  and  her  sister 
Rachel  are  the  only  daughters  of  their  father  named  in  his  bond  of  provision,  1687 
(S.W.  479  ut  sup.),  and  she  is  named  in  his  will  as  his  eldest  daughter  22  Oct. 
1691  (?'&.  496).  She  died  between  Sept,  1692  and  1693,  when  "  Easter  Powrie's 
daughter,  Margaret  Wedderburn,"  is  named  in  the  Mortcloth  Dues  (D.M.D.  23). 

1  It  is  clear  that  he  cannot  be  the  Alexander  who  ultimately  succeeded,  as  he  was  still  a  minor  at  his 

father's  death  in  1692  and  for  some  years  after.     See  post,  p.  162,  n.  4. 
-  He  must  have  predeceased  his  brother  John,  as  otherwise,  he,  and  not  Alexander,  would  have  been  John's 

heir,  and  even  if  John  and  Peter  died  at  practically  the  same  time,  the  re  tour  of  Alexander  in  North 

Argylegait  would,  uo  doubt,  have  alluded  to  Peter. 
3  I  have  suggested  (post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  534)  that  it  is  possible  that  one  of  them  is  the  Kingudie's  (sic  for 

Kiugennie's)  daughter  referred  to  in  the  Mortcloth  Dues  of  Dundee,  1686-88  (D.M.D.  18),  but  have 

since  found  that  there  were  Watsons  of  Kingudieat  this  time.    See  also  D.M.D.  9,  note;  and  ante,  p.  156 
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The  expenses  of  her  illness  (£34   Hi.  0.)  and  of  her  funeral  (£103  13.  4.)  are  Part  n. 
recorded  in  the  account  of  her  brother's  estate  for  1692-94  (S.W.  504).  ChaP- IV- 

4.  Rachel  Wedderburn.1  Of  her  baptism  also  there  is  no  mention  in  the  Dundee 
Parish  Register,  so  that  she  too  was  born  elsewhere.  She  is  named  with,  but  after, 
Margaret  in  the  1687  bond  of  provision  (S.W.  479),  and  as  second  daughter  of  her 
father  in  his  will  in  Oct.  1691  (ib.  4  96).  She  was  between  14  and  21  years  old  in 
1693,  as  in  that  year,  9  Oct.,  there  is  an  edict  of  curatory  to  her  "only  daughter 
of  the  late  Easter  Powrie  "  (D.  Dec.  22).  She  is  also  named  in  the  accounts  of  the 
estate  for  1691-94,  as  receiving  her  annual  rent  and  as  bearing  a  share  of  the  cost 
of  her  sister  Margaret's  funeral  (S.W.  503-4).  From  August  1694  on  she  boarded 
with  her  uncle  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness  in  Edinburgh,  whence,  2  Sept.  1696, 
she  writes  to  Thomas  Milne  of  Minefield,  factor  to  her  brother's  estate,  to  pay 
her  uncle  £543  8.  4.  (scots),  which  she  found  she  owed  him  for  her  two  years' 
maintenance,  "  out  of  the  first  end  of  what  annual  rents  my  brother  is  resting  me  " 
(S.W  507).  A  facsimile  of  her  signature  to  this  letter  faces  p.  72  of  vol.  ii.  There 
is  also  a  receipt  by  her  to  Milnfield  for  £100  paid  her  on  account  of  her  annual 
rents,  6  Feb.  1697  (ib.  508);  a  bond  by  Henry  Crawford  of  Monorgan  to  her  for 
four  hundred  merks  27  May  1706  (R.D.  278),  while  a  ticket  by  her  to  her  cousin 
Alexander,  afterwards  second  baronet  of  Blackness,  for  fifty  merks  on  4  June  in 
that  year,  is  named  in  the  "  Judiciall  Inventory"  of  his  son's  estate  (M.P.  12). 2 

She  married  in  1711  Gilbert  Steivart,&  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  to  whom  she 
brought  a  tocher  of  ten  thousand  merks,  while  he  settled  twenty-six  thousand. 
The  marriage  contract  is  dated  at  Wedderburn,  27  July  1711  (S.W.  538).  She  is 
thus  the  "  my  cousine  Mrs.  Stewart,"  of  whom  Alexander  Wedderburn,  the  clerk 
(afterwards  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness),  speaks  in  two  letters  to  George  Seton, 
1  Sept.  1711  and  30  Jan.  1712,  as  owing  fifty  merks  to  the  estate  of  the  late 
baronet  (M.P.  45,  51)  I  do  not  find  the  date  of  her  death  recorded,  but  her 
husband  is  mentioned,  4  Nov.  1713,  in  the  will  of  his  brother-in-law  of  Wedderburn, 
who  appoints  him  one  of  the  tutors  to  his  children  (S.W.  541) ;  15  July  1714,  in 
a  decreet  (R.A.D.  147)  which  he  obtains  v.  Rachel,  daughter  of  George 
Wedderburn,  merchant  (post,  Part  III.,  chap,  iii.) ;  28  Nov.  1716,  in  a  letter  by 
him,  dated  from  Edinburgh,  to  David  Brisbane,  in  regard  to  the  affairs  of  young- 
Sir  John  Wedderburn,  then  in  Rotterdam  (S.W.  551);  and,  5  Feb.  171 S,  in  an 
action  by  him  v.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  the  clerk,  and  his  namesake,  the  ship- 
master (D.B.R.  507).  The  last  mention  I  have  of  him  is  in  a  bond,  5  March  1742, 
by  David  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk  to  pay  to  his  sister  Grizel  half  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  merks,  which  Gilbert  Stewart,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  has  bound  himself 
to  pay  him  (S.W.  567).  The  sum  named  is,  no  doubt,  the  tocher  of  Gilbert's  wife 
(ut  sup.),  on  whose  death,  without  issue,  it  went  presumably  to  her  own  next-of-kin. 

Alexander  Wedderburn4  [1681—1713],  fifth  of  Kingennie,  third  of  Easter  Powrie, 
and  first  of  Wedderburn  (fourth  and  youngest  but  only  surviving  son  of  Alexander  Wedder- 
burn and  his  wife,  Grissell  Wedderburn),  was  born  about  1681  (see  below).  The  place  of 
his  birth  I  have  not  ascertained,  but  it  seems  not  to  have  been  at  Dundee,  the  parish 
registers  of  which  contains  no  entry  of  his  baptism.  He  is  first  named,  7  Oct.  1687,  in  the 
bond  of  provision  by  his  father  to  his  brother  Peter  (S.W.  479),  and  next,  1  Dec.  1690, 

1  Synopsis  of  References :— S.W.  479.  496,  503-4,  507-8,  538,  541,  551,  567;  M.P.  12,  45,  51  ;  D.B.R.  507  ; 
D.Dec.  22  ;  K.D.  278  ;  R.A.D.  147. 

'-  Rachel  Wedderburn,  "  daughter  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk,"  who  is  godmother,  15  Sept.  1707 
to  Rachel,  daughter  of  William  Lindsay,  merchant  in  Dundee  (Dun.  Par.  Reg.,  orig.  record,  s.d.) 
is  probably  she,  and  not  her  niece,  Rachel,  who  was  only  born  3  April  1707  (see  post,  p.  164).  Auothei 
entry  in  1730  (ib.  s.d.),  when  a  Rachel  Wedderburn,  not  designed,  witnesses  the  baptism  of  Rachel 
daughter  of  Robert  Gray,  is  more  probably  the  sister  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  third  baronet  of 
Blackness,  as  Mrs.  Stewart,  if  alive,  would  be  mainly  in  Edinburgh. 

"  A  recent  pedigree  of  the  Stewarts  of  Cardneys  and  Stenton,  published  in  the  Scottish  Antiquary  Jan.  1693 
(pp.  103-6),  says  that  Gilbert  Stewart  was  second  son  of  Thomas  Stewart  of  Stenton  (by  his  wife 
Margaret  Murray),  sixth  son  of  George  Stewart,  fifth  of  Cardneys,  and  gives  the  year  of  his  death 
as  1742. 

4  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  479,  496-99,  503-5,  507-11,  513-18,  525,  528,  532-34,  536,  538-39,  541-45, 
550-53,  560,  565,  570,  607  ;  Bl.  27,  65  ;  J.W.  21  ;  M.P.  13  ;  S  A.R.  39  ;  D.P.B.  543,  569-70,  590  ; 
D.B.R.  489,  498,  500,  502  ;  D.D.  40,  42,  45,  71,  117  ;  D.Dec.  27,  28,  35,  45,  58-59,  69  ;  D.M.D.  43; 
G.S.R.  135,  144  ;  A.P.S.  58,  61  ;  R.H.  14,  27,  32  ;  G.R.S.  62,  63  ;  F.S.  72,  74,  76,  89,  92,  123  ;  R.D 
236,  259,  278,  282,  298  u  6,  319,  361  ;  R.A.D.  150,  152,  160  ;  Br.T.  21-23  ;  S.A.T.  12  ;  D.B.  60,  62. 

X 
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Part  ii.      when  he  is  entered  heir  to  his  brother  John  (D.P.B.  543,  ut  sup.)  and,  22  Oct.  1691,  in  his 

Chap.  iv.  father's  will,  which  describes  him  as  "  my  only  lawful  sone,"  and  constitutes  him  "  sole  and 

only  executer,  univirsall  legatour  and  intromittour."     At  this  date  he  was  under  age,  as 

the  will  appoints  "  tutors  for  ruling  and  guiding  him,"  and  "  failieing  of  him  be  decease 

before  he  be  major  or  maryed  "  appoints  his  uncle  Peter  in  his  place  (S.W.  496).1 

He  was  retoured  heir  general  to  his  father  at  Forfar,  4  March  1692,  being  described 
in  the  retour  as  now  of  Easter  Powrie  (S.W.  497  ;  R.H  27),  and,  24  March,  25  April,  was 
also  specially  retoured  as  his  heir  in  Easter  Powrie  and  Wester  Gourdie  (S.W.  498  ;  R.H. 
14).  of  which  he  got  sasine  "done  at  the  manor  place  of  Powrie"  6  May  following 
(S.W.  499  ;  P.S.  72).  His  tutors  then,  7,  27  May.  granted  a  factory  to  William  Gray, 
writer  in  Dundee,  to  uplift  the  rents  of  Powrie  (D.D.  42),  but  were  discontent  with  Gray's 
management  and  replaced  him  by  Thomas  Milne  of  Milnfield,  one  of  themselves,  20,  23 
Nov.  1694  (D.D.  45).2  A  bond,  1  Feb.  1695,  by  Gray  to  Easter  Powrie  and  his  tutors 
was,  no  doubt,  on  account  of  his  intromissions  with  the  estate  (R.D.  236). 3 

His  tutors'  accounts  of  his  estate,  1691-94  {ib.  503-4)  shew  that,  as  a  boy,  he  was 
educated  under  a  "governour"  as  they  include  payment  of  £1.  4.  0.  for  "ane  yoall  to 
Erroll  for  carrieiug  up  of  Alex.  Wedderburne  and  his  governour's  chists  when  they  were 
at  Erroll  "  in  1692,  and  also  payment  "  for  Easter  Powrie  and  his  governour's  boord  from 
Mertimes  1692  to  Candlemas  1694."  These  accounts  are  signed  by  him,  5  Feb  1695  (see 
facsimile  of  signature  opp.  p.  72  of  vol.  ii),  in  which  year,  6,  14  Aug.,  there  is  a  discharge 
to  him,  on  payment  by  the  factor,  of  a  bond  granted  by  his  father  and  grandfather  to 
Andrew  Gray  (S.W.  505).  He  chose  his  curators  11  May  1695  (D.Dec.  28)  so  that 
he  was  then  just  over  fourteen.  It  is  thus  that  in  1  696  his  sister  Rachel  writes,  11  Sept., 
not  to  him,  but  to  one  of  his  tutors,  for  her  annual  rents  (S.W.  507-8)  ;  29  Sept.,  the 
factor  for  his  curators  pays  the  interest  on  his  father's  bond  for  5,000  merks  to  the  son  of 
James,  the  clerk  {ib.  509)  ;  and  in  1697  payments  continue  to  be  made  by  the  tutor,  e.g., 
9  Jan.,  to  the  minister  of  Murroes  of  his  stipend  (ib.  510) ;  27  Jan.,  to  his  uncle,  Peter 
Wedderburn,  of  the  interest  on  a  bond  (ib.  511) ;  while  9  Feb.,  there  is  a  set  of  "  queries," 
i.e..  a  case  for  counsel's  opinion,  as  to  changing  the  tenure  of  Easter  Powrie  {ib.  512). 

In  1697  he  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  (S.A.R.  29)  the  entry4  describing  him  as  "  de 
eodem  "  "  of  that  ilk,"5  although  the  barony  of  Wedderburn  was  not  then  constituted,  and 
22  May  of  that  year  he  got  a  precept  of  clare  constat  as  heir  to  his  father  in  Kingeunie 
(S  W.  513  ;  F.S.  74),  on  which  sasine  followed  11  June  (S.W.  514),  whereupon  he,  with 
the  consent  of  his  curators,  resigned  Kingeunie  to  the  superior  for  a  charter  of  "novo 
damus,"  which  was  granted  12  July  and  on  which  sasine  followed  30  July  (S.W.  515-18). 
"Wedderburn  of  Easter  Powrie"  is  named  with  John  of  Blackness,  7  June  1697,  as 
one  of  the  commissioners  of  supply  for  Forfar  (A. P.S.  58)  although  then  only  seventeen 
years  of  age,  and  thus  still  under  his  curators,  who  are  named  in  a  decree  22,  31  Aug. 
1698  (D.Dec.  35),  and  in  an  action  and  decree  13,  20  May  1700  (D.B.R.  498;  D.Dec.  45).» 
He  came  of  age  in  1702  and  is  again  named  as  a  commissioner  of  supply  for  Forfar 
5  Aug.  1704  (A.P.S.  61)  but  does  not  seem  to  have  been  active  in  affairs.7  There  are  a 
few  references  to  bonds,  actions,  etc.,  in  which  he  is  named,  e.g.,  1703,  March  1,  bond  to 
him  by  Lindsay  of  Edzell  (R.D.  298  b)  ;  Sept.  20,  bond  to  him  by  George  Kirkcaldie  (ib. 
259) ;  Nov.  17,  bond  by  him  to  Robert  Gardyne  of  Latoun  (ib.  298  a);  1706,  May  6,  11, 
action  by  and  decree  for  him,  designed  "of  that  ilk  "  (D.B.R.  500  ;  D.Dec.  58)  ;  of  June  15, 
discharge  by  him,  again  so  designed,  as  executor  of  his  father  (D.D.  71);  1707,  Nov.  28, 
bond  by  him  to  William  Graham  of  Duntroon  (S.W.  532) ;  1708,  May  15,  Aug.  30,  action  v. 

'  It  is  as  executor  to  his  father  that  he  is  named  10  Feb.  (D.D.  40)  and  2  March  1692  (D.B.R.  4S9),  although 

there  is  no  record  of  his  giving  up  his  father's  will  for  confirmation  until  18  Nov.  1709  (Br.T.  21). 
2  Milnfield  is  called  the  pupil's  "  near  kinsman  "  in  this  document,  but,  as  the  pupil's  father  was  the  son 

of  his  father's  first,  not  of  his  third,  marriage,  the  relationship  was  very  distant.     Milnfield  was  a 

near  connection  by  marriage,  not  by  btood. 
s  He  and  his  tutors  get  a  decree,  20  Oct.*  1694  iD.Dec.  27). 

4  In  a  note  to  this  entry  in  vol.  ii.,  I  have  treated  him  as  born  in  1668,  not  having  at  that  time  realized 

that  the  Alexander  born  in  that  year  must  have  died,  and  the  Alexander  matriculating  in  1697  been 
a  younger  brother,  born  after  his  death. 

5  He  is  occasionally  called  "  of  that  ilk,"  i.e.,  of  Wedderburn,  before  the  erection  of  Easter  Powrie  into 

the  barony  of  Wedderburn  in  170S. 
c  They  are  not  named  in  the  discharge,  15  May  1699,  of  the  bond  for  5,000  merks  granted  by  his  father  to 

James,  the  clerk  (S.W.  525). 
7  See  the  commeut  of  James  Wedderburn  Colvile,  Bl.  65.     J.W.  in  his  printed  memoir  says  that  he  was 

appointed  Governor  of  Broughtv  Castle  by  James  III.  in  1716,  but  this  is  an  error,  as  he  died  in  1713. 

The  Governor  of  Broughty  Castle  was  the  clerk  of  Dundee,  afterwards  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness. 
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him  by  Margaret  Wedderburn,  relict  of  John  Pearson  (D.B.R.  502  ;  D.Dec.  59  ;  ut  sup.,  p.  Part  II. 
156);  1709,  action  by  him  v.  the  minister  and  elders  of  Liff  (S.W.  535);  and  1710,  July  24,  chap- IV- 
bill  drawn  by  him  on  Duntroon  (ib.  536). x  He  is  also  occasionally  named  in  connection  with 
members  of  his  family,  e.g.,  15  April  1701,  witness  to  the  first  marriage  of  his  uncle  Peter 
(Bl.  27)  ;  27  May  1706,  brother  german  of  Rachel  Wedderburn  (R.D.  273) ;  27  Feb.  1709, 
name-father  to  Alexander,  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  bailie,  and  Margaret  Watson 
{ib.  62),  and  27  July  1711,  witness  to  the  marriage  contract  of  his  sister  Rachel  (S.W.  53S). 

The  main  alteration  he  effected  in  his  estate  was  the  creation  of  the  lands  of  Easter 
Powrie  into  one  whole  free  barony,  now  and  in  all  time  coming  to  be  called  the  barony  of 
Wedderburn  under  Great  Seal  Charter,  12  March  1708  (S.W.  533;  G.S.R.  135)  upon 
which  he  got  sasine  14  Sept.  following  (S.W.  534  ;  G.R  S.  52). 2 

He  died  7  Dec.  1713  (R.H.  32),  and  was  buried  at  Dundee,  as  appears  by  the  entry 
of  his  name,  ' '  the  Laird  of  Wedderburn,"  in  the  Mortcloth  Dues  171 3-14  (D.M.D  43).  By 
his  will,  4  Nov.  1713,  in  which  he  describes  himself  as  "tender  and  sickly  in  body,"  he 
appoints  tutors  to  his  four  (surviving)  children,  Peter,  Grizell,  David,  and  Gilbert.  The 
eldest,  Peter,  is  left  "executor  and  universall  legatee,  etc.,"  while  to  the  three  younger 
their  bonds  of  provision  are  confirmed.  To  his  "  well-beloved  spouse,  Grizell  Gardyne,"  is 
left  the  household  furniture  provided  to  her  by  her  marriage  contract  (S.W.  541)  A 
facsimile  of  his  signature  to  this  will  faces  p.  72  of  vol  ii.  He  is  often  named  after  his 
death  in  connection  with  the  confirmation  of  his  will  (S.W.  550;  Br.T.  22;  S.A.T.  12) 
and  the  affairs  of  his  children,  Peter,  David,  and  Grizell.3 

He  had  married,  in  1703,  Grissell  Gardyne,  youngest  daughter  of  Robert  Gardyne, 
younger  of  Latoun.  The  marriage  contract  is  dated  at  Midleton  of  Gardyne  31  Dec.  1702, 
and  is  witnessed  by  her  father  and  by  his  uncle  Peter  (S.W.  528).  The  bride's  tocher  is 
seven  thousand  merks,  while  the  husband  settles  an  annuity  of  one  thousand.  Sasine  on 
this  contract  was  registered  3  Nov.  1703  (F.S.  76).  By  Grissell  Gardyne,4  who  survived 
him,  and  was  left  by  him  one  of  the  tutors  to  their  children  "during  widowity"  (S.W.  541), 
but  married  secondly,  5  March  1718,  David  Graham  of  Duntroon,  heir  male  of  John, 
Viscount  of  Dundee,5  Wedderburn  had  issue  five  sons  and  two  daughters  : — 6 

1.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  born   12   Dec.    1702,  but   predeceased    his  father  in 

1704-5,  when  there  is  an  etry  in  the  Mortcloth  Dues  recording  the  use  of  the  cloth 
for  "  Alexander  Wedderburn's  child  "  (D.M.I).  34). 

2.  Robert  "Wedderburn,  b.  25  Feb.   1705.     He  also  died  in  his  father's  lifetime, T 

1  He  is,  I  think,  the  Mr.  Wedderburn  named  in  letter  among  the  Mounie  Papers,  15  July  1710  (MP.  12). 

v  There  is  a  tack  of  Serriochhall,  par.  Murroes,  granted  by  him  to  Thomas  Scot  for  seven  years,  15  Feb. 
1705  (R  D.  282),  and  one  of  Wester  Gourdie  to  Andrew  Rob  for  nine  years  (S.W.  539), 

3  See  also  D.P.B.  569-70,  where  21  Dec.  1722,  8  Jan.  1723,  lands  in  Dundee  once  his  are  named. 

*  She  is  named  as  "  Lady  Wedderburn,"  28  Nov.  1716,  in  a  letter  from  her  brother-in-law,  Gilbert  Stewart, 
to  David  Brisbane  (S.W.  551)  ;  got,  as  relict,  au  eik  to  her  husband's  confirmed  testament,  6  Nov.  1717 
(S.A.T.  12)  ;  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  tutors  to  her  daughter  Grizell  in  a  decree,  1  Jan.  1718 
(R.A.D.  150)  ;  and  again,  as  Wedderburn's  relict,  in  a  decree,  1  Nov.  1718  (ib.  152). 

5  I  have  not  ascertained  the  date  of  her  death,  but  she  was  liviug  in  July  1740  (S.W.  570),  and  had  issue 
by  her  second  marriage  three  daughters  {ib.  note)  and  a  son  Alexander  (d.  1782),  whose  male  line 
became  extinct  on  the  death  (unmarried)  of  his  only  son  Alexander,  when  the  representation  of  the 
Viscounts  of  Dundee  and  (but  for  attainder)  the  title  passed  to  the  Grahams  of  Meathie.  See 
post,  Part  III.,  chap.  ix.  s.,  the  account  of  the  Wedderburns,  one  of  whom,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  m.  James  Graham  of  Meathie,  and  had  issue.  See  also,  in  regard  to 
Grissell  Gardyne's  second  marriage,  a  letter  in  1826  (J.W.  21)  from  her  great  nephew,  Thomas 
Gardyne  of  Midleton,  to  her  great  grandson,  William  Stirling  Graham  of  Druntroon,  where  he 
speaks  of  both  her  marriages. 

b  The  birth?  of  these  children,  none  of  whose  names  occur  in  the  Dundee  register  of  Baptisms,  are  given 
in  a  register  in  an  old  folio  Book  of  Common  Prayer  and  Bible  (London  1706),  now  at  Birkhill,  thus: 
"  Alexander  my  eldest  sone  was  born  12  December  1703.  Grisel  was  born  14  ffebruare  1705. 
Robert  was  born  25  ffebruare  1706.  Rachel  was  born  3  April  1707.  Peter  was  born  19  June  1708. 
David  was  born  21  Aprile  1710.  Gilbert  was  born  9  October  1712."  The  last  entry  but  one  having 
faded  is  rewritten  in  another  hand  below  the  above  entries,  thus  :  "  David  was  born  21st  April  1710" 
On  the  back  of  the  title  page  to  the  Bible  portion  of  the  book  the  whole  of  the  entries  are  repeated 
iu  the  hand  of  Alexander  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn,  with  this  added  note,  "  This  copied  from  an  MSS. 
on  the  first  page  which  being  loose  is  in  danger  of  being  lost.  I  suppose  written  by  the  father  of 
David  Wedderburn."  Inside  the  cover  of  the  book  is  written  "  David  Wedderburn  his  Bibell."  The 
book  is,  no  doubt,  the  "  New  house  Bible  "  excepted  by  the  tutors  of  Wedderburn  from  the  sale  of 
the  plenishing  14  Dec.  1713  (S.W.  542). 

'  The  deaths  of  Alexander,  Robert,  and  Rachel  in  their  father's  life-rent  are  proved  by  the  omissions  of 
their  names  from  his  will,  and  by  the  minute  book  of  the  sederunts  of  the  tutors  of  the  surviving 
children  of  Wedderburn,  in  which  also  they  are  not  named  (S.W.  542)  See  also  post,  p.  164,  n.  2, 
as  to  Rachel's  death. 
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Part  ii.  between  Sept.  1708  and  1709,  when  the  Mortcloth  Dues  contain  an  entry  of  the 

Chap.  iv.  use  of  the  cloth  for  the  „  Laird  of  Wedderburn's  child  "  (D.M.D.  38).1 

3.  Peter  Wedderburn,  who  succeeded  his  father.     See  below. 

4.  David  Wedderburn,  who  succeeded  his  brother  Peter.     See  below. 

5.  Gilbert  Wedderburn,  born  9  Oct.  1712  and  survived  his  father,  in  whose  will  he 

is  named  (S.W.  541),  but  died  shortly  before  his  brother  Peter  (S.W.  560). 3 
And  the  daughters, 

1.  Grizel  Wedderburn,  who,  on  the  death  of  her  brother  David  in  1761,  succeeded 

to  his  estates,  as  heiress  of  Wedderburn.     See  post,  p.  167. 
2".  Rachel  Wedderburn,  born  3  April  1707,  and  died  in  the  lifetime  of  her  father.3 

Peter  Wedderburn3  [1708-14],  sixth  of  Kingennie,  fourth  of  Easter  Powrie,  and 
second  of  that  ilk,  third  but  eldest  surviving  son  and  heir  of  his  father,  was  born 
19  June  1708  (ut  sup.,  p. 163,  n.  6).  He  is  named  in  his  father's  will  (S.W.  541  ut  sup.),  as 
eldest  son,  and,  3  Feb.  1714,  after  his  father's  death,  when  David  Brisbane,  his  factor,  gets  a 
decree  on  his  behalf  for  sums  due  to  his  father  (D.Dec.  69),  to  whom  he  was  retoured  heir 
special  in  Wedderburn  or  Powrie,  and  in  Wester  Gourdie  25  Feb.  1714  (S.W.  543; 
R.H.  32).  The  precept  for  his  infeftment  as  such  heir  in  these  estates  is  dated  21  April 
(S.W.  544),  and  sasine  thereon  is  given  at  the  "tower,  fortalice,  and  manor  place  of 
Wedderburn  "  29  April  1714  (ib.  545  ;  F.S.  89).  He  died  10  May  1714,  a  date  given  in 
the  retour  of  his  brother  David  as  heir  to  him  in  the  family  estates  (S.W.  565  ;  R.H. 
33  ;  F.S.  90).4 

David  Wedderburn5  [1710 — 1761],  seventh  of  Kingennie,  fifth  of  Powrie,  and  third 
of  Wedderburn,  fourth  but  only  surviving  son  of  his  father,  was  born  21  April  1710  (ut 
sup.,  p.  163,  n.  6).  He  is  named  as  second  (surviving)  son  in  his  father's  will,  4  Nov.  1713 
(S.W.  541),  but,  as  we  have  seen,  on  the  death  of  his  brother  Peter,  10  May  1714,  he  suc- 
ceeded to  the  family  estates  in  which  he  was  retoured  heir,  Feb. -March  1715  (S.W.  546-48, 
565;  R.H.  33;  F.S.  90);  and  he  was  also  cognosced  heir  to  his  grandfather  in  a  North  Over- 
gait  tenement,  13  Feb.  1715  (D.P.B.  589)  ;6  while,  two  years  later,  20  Feb.  1717,  there  is  a 
precept  of  clare  constat  by  the  commissioners  to  the  Duke  of  Douglas  to  infeft  him  in 
Kingennie  as  his  father's  heir,  on  which  sasine  follows  4  May  (S.W.  552-53  ;  F.S.  92). 
In  1719  Oct  5  he,  as  his  father's  heir,  got  sasine  of  an  annual  rent  (G.R.S.  63),  and 
7  Nov.  1722  got  confirmation,  as  executor  dative  and  next-of-kin,  of  the  will  of  his  grand- 
father, Easter  Powrie  (S.A.T.  13).  Other  references  to  his  succession  during  his  minority 
will  be  found,  6  Dec.  1724,  when  the  division  of  property  between  him  and  his  sister 
Orissell  was  a  matter  of  doubt  (S.W.  560) ;  and,  19  .luly  1729,  when  the  minister  of  Liff 
brought  an  action  (for  his  stipend  ?)  against  him  as  only  son  and  heir  retoured  of  his 

1  "Robert  Wedderburn,  son  to  the  laird  of  that  ilk  "  is  a  witness, 16  Feb.  1708,  to  the  baptism  of  Robert 

Wedderburn,  afterwards  of  Pearsie  (D.B.  59).  He  was,  of  course,  but  two  years  old,  but  the  entry  of 
the  names  of  even  infants  as  name-parents  or  witnesses  to  baptisms  is  very  common.  Thus,  Rachel, 
"daughter  to  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk,"  who  was  godmother,  15  Sept.  1707,  at  Dundee  to 
Rachel,  daughter  to  William  Lindsay,  may  possibly  be  his  sister,  then  barely  six  months  old  (ib.  s.d. 
and  see  ante,  p.  161,  n.  i). 

2  The  mention,  21  Oct.  1714,  of  his  father's  bond  of  provision  to  him  (S.W.  542  s.d.)  is  thus  after  his  death, 

in  consequence  of  which  his  sister  Grizel  was  afterwards,  9  Aug.  1716,  confirmed  executrix  to  their 
father,  as  "coming  in  the  place  of  Peter,  who  was  executor  nominate  by  the  father  "  [ib.  s.d.) ;  and 
2  Aug.  1720  there  is  an  order  to  make  up  a  separate  account  of  Grissell's  executory  by  the  death  of 
her  father  and  brothers,"  i.e.,  Peter  and  Gilbert  (i.b.,  s.d.).  An  entry,  1713-14,  in  the  Dundee 
Mortcloth  Dues  (D.M.D.  44)  looks  as  if  Peter,  Gilbert,  and  Rachel  had  all  died  at  about  the  same 
time,  probably  from  infectious  illness. 

3  Synopsis  of  References :— S.  W.  541-45,  560,  565  ;  D.Dec.  69  ;  D.M.D.  44  ;  R.H.  32,  33  ;  F.S.  89-90. 

4  See  also  S.W.  542,  560  for  references  to  his  services  as  his  father's  heir  and  his  brother  David's  service 

as  heir  to  him. 
•''  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  541-52,  546-48,  552-53,  557,  560,  562,  564-67,  570.  573.  579,  582-84, 
'     586-91,  594-95,  597,  599.  600,  601,  603-7,  611-12,  616-17,  619,  621,  628-30,  633-34  ;  Bl.  65  ;  S.A.R. 

40  :  D.O.  96,  98,  100  ;  D.P.B.  583,  587,  589-91 ;  DB.R.  513,  515,  518,  521  ;  D.GB.  187,  192  ;  D.D. 

106,  116-17  ;  D  Dec.  72,  79,  85,  92.  94,  100,  101  ;  D.T.G.  in  ;  D.M.D.  57  :  G.S.R.  144  ;  R.H.  33.39; 

GRS.  63,  77  ;  F.S.  90.  92,  100,  114,  117,  119,  122-23,  128:  R.D.  319,  348,  350,  353,  364,  370,  373, 

378,  388  a  b,  392,  395,  398,  404,  444  ;  R.A.D.  160-61,  165,  180,  182  ;  Br.T.  26  ;  S.A.T.  13. 
*  There  is  a  decree  for  David  Brisbane,  factor  for  the  tutors  of  David  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk,  i  Sept.  1714 

(D.Dec.  72). 
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father  (R.A.D.  160).     Later  on,  1  "34-37,  he  was,  as  we  have  seen,  retoured  heir  to  his  Partn. 
great  grandfather,  the  provost,  1734-37  (D.P.B.  583  ;  D.B.R.  515;  D.D.  106  ;  D.Dec.  92),  chap- ,v- 
•of  whose  Murraygait  land  he  disponed  (D.D    i06) ;  and,  yet  later,  29  Aug.  1743,  was 
served  heir  to  his  great  uncle  Peter  (D.B.R.  521  ;  D.Dec.  100),  of  whose  South  Marketgait 
land  he  got  sasine  17,  28  Aug.  1752  (D.C.  98  ;  F.S.   117),  but  disponed  it  also  to  David 
Mullo(F.S.  119). 

Some  details  of  his  education  are  given  in  the  minute  book  of  his  tutors  and  curators, 
1713-31  (S.W.  542).  In  1718,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  "  his  health  may  readily  not  allow 
him  to  goe  class  to  a  publick  schoole,"  they  propose  that  he  should  have  "  a  governour 
who  may  carry  on  his  education  whether  at  schoole  or  not,"  and  offer  the  post  to  the  Rev. 
James  Goldman,  who  does  not  seem  to  have  acted,  as  soon  after  a  Mr.  Lyon  is  spoken  of 
as  governour.  He  did  not  remain  long,  as  in  Sept.  1719  it  is  resolved  to  dismiss  him  and 
put  "the  pupill  under  Dr.  Scrymgeour  at  S.  Andrew's."  I  doubt  if  this  plan  was  carried 
out,  as  David  was  clearly  at  school  in  Dundee  in  1725,  as  well  as  under  a  governour, 
Mr.  Livingstouu,  with  whom  he  did  not  agree.  His  curators  then  proposed  that  he  should 
'•goe.to  the  Humanitie  class  at  S.  Andrew's,"  but  he  "declaires  his  resolution  to  stayat 
the  schoole  of  Dundie  "  till  November,  when  "  he  inclin'd  to  S.  Andrews  to  the  Colledge 
to  eat  at  the  Colledge  table  and  have  Mr.  Mudie  for  his  governour,"  and  to  this  the 
majority  of  his  curators  consent ;  and,  further,  "  seeing  he  is  not  sufficiently  perfect  of  the 
Latine,  they  agreed  he  should  be  for  one  year  in  the  humanity  class  in  the  old  colledge." 
He  seems  to  have  been  still  in  Dundee,  however,  5  Feb.  1726,  when  he  writes  to 
Dr.  Scrymgeour  asking  him  to  approve  of  Robert  Mudie  (to  whom  some  of  his  curators 
had  objected)  as  his  "governour"  (S.AV.  562),  and  his  name  does  not  appear  in  the 
S.  Andrew's  register  till  1728  (S  A  R.  40).  He  came  of  age  21  April  1731,  and  discharged 
his  curators  on  15  May  in  that  year  (S.W.  542,  565,  and  see  facsimile  of  his  signature 
opp.  p.  72  of  vol.  ii.).1 

He  had  been  entered  a  member  of  the  baxter's  craft  3  Sept.  1730  (D.T.G.  4  b),  but 
was  never  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  Dundee,  nor  does  he  seem  to  have  taken  any  part 
in  public  affairs,2  though  he  is  named  as  an  overseer  of  beer  duties  25  March  1731 
(D.C.  96)  f  as  sitting  on  an  inquest  27  Dec.  1732  (D.Dec.  85),  and  again,  "  residenter  "  in 
Dundee  "  and  on  an  inquest  1 1  March  1738  (ih.  94).  Nor  did  he  take  part  in  the  political 
situation  of  the  '45,  in  which  several  of  his  cousins  of  the  Blackness  branch  were  actively 
concerned,  the  only  allusion  to  him  in  regard  thereto  being  an  order  of  the  Dundee 
Council,  21  Aug.  1  750,  that  "  Mr.  Wedderburn  be  paid  for  quartering  officers  "  (D.C.B.  192). 

There  are  occasional  references  to  his  private  affairs,  e.g.,  3  April  1723,  an  action  by 
him  v.  John  Sellars  (D.B.R.  513) ;  1735,  submission  and  decreet  arbitral  between  him, 
Blackness,  and  the  minister  and  heritors  of  Liff  (S.W.  566) ;  17  May  1740,  another  action 
v.  him,  residentor  in  Dundee  (D.B.R  518) ;  16  July  1740,  factory  to  him  by  Anna  Bruce, 
wife  of  Peter  Lobry  in  S.  Petersburg,  to  manage  her  affairs  in  Scotland"1  (R.D.  348) ; 
5  March  1742,  bond  to  his  sister  Grizel  (S.AV.  567);  30  Nov.  1742,  bond  by  him  to 
Dr.  John  Wedderburn  of  Idvies  (S.AV.  567),  and  he  was  also  a  trustee  of  the  estate  of  the 
Campbells  of  Kethick,  1738-56  (D  D.  116;  R.D.  378,  388  a  b) ;  and  of  a  small  trust  for 
the  widow  and  grandchildren  of  Sir  Alexander,  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness,  1744-54 
(S.W.  573,  579,  589).s 

1  See  for  other  slight  references  during  his  minority  29  Sept.  1720,  bond  by  the  Campbells  of  Kethick  to 
the  factor  of  his  estates  (R.D.  319) ;  22  Oct.  1722,  decree  for  the  factor  (D.Dec.  79)  and  two  books 
of  the  rent  rolls  of  the  estates  1719-20,  1727-31  (S.W.  557,  564). 

-  Hence  James  Wedderburn-Colvile's  view  of  him  (Bl.  65). 

'■'  He  is  so  named  again  in  another  Act,  25  March  1756  (D.C.  100). 

J  There  is  a  letter,  16  July  1740,  from  her  to  David's  sister  Grizel  to  whom  she  sends  a  "  vere  courios  pees 
....  the  figeur  of  the  feier  workes  that  was  let  of  in  inosko  at  the  correnation  of  thir  present 
Empres  "  and  a  "  small  meddell  of  the  peas  "  for  David  (S.W.  570).  She  was  a  daughter  of  Alexander 
Bruce  in  Dundee  and  would  seem  to  have  been  a  family  servant,  who  married  Peter  Lobry,  a  periwig 
maker  in  S.  Petersburg.  A  discharged  account  (1751)  between  her  and  David,  among  a  bundle  of 
old  accounts,  1736-79  (S.W.  567),  no  doubt  relates  to  his  factory  of  her  affairs. 

5  See  also  bond  by  him  to  Dr.  John  Wedderburn  of  Idvies,  30  Nov.  1742,  and  discharge,  5  March  1752,  by 
Dr.  John's  representative  (S.W.  567)  ;.  14  April  1743,  bond  to  him  by  John  Wedderburn,  younger  of 
Blackness  (R.D.  350) ;  28  June  1743,  when  he  witnesses  the  sale  of  Blackness  to  the  Hunters  by  Sir 
Alexander  and  his  son  (R.D.  364)  ;  7  Feb.  1745,  3  March  1748,  two  protested  bills  v.  him  (ib.  356, 
370) ;  8  June  1749,  bond  by  him  and  another  to  the  minister  of  Tranent  (S.  W.  582-83.  588)  ;  7  Aug. 
1752,  account  between  him  and  Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie  (S.W.  586)  and  19  Nov.  1753,  when 
he  was  nominated  a  tutor  and  curator  to  the  children  of  David  Scrymgeour  of  Birkhill,  though  the 
nomination,  never  came  into  force  (S.W.  587). 
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Part  ii.  He  had  acquired  at  the  end  of  1727,  before  he  was  of  age,  for  46,000  merks,  the  lands 

ap'      '  and  Bank  of  Baldovan1  (D.Dec.  101  ;  F.S.  100)  from  Thomas  Nairn,  who  seems  to  have 

been  in  his  debt  (R.A.D.  161),  and  here  he  for  some  time  resided,  the  old  manor  place  of 

Wedderburn,  which,  at  his  father's  death  had  been  "not  habitable  for  some  years  past  and 

in  a  ruinous  condition,"  having  been  almost  all  pulled  down  (S.W.  542).     J.  W.  in  his 

MS.  says,  on  the  authority  of  Henry  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn,  that  "  he  kept  a  pack  of 

"foxhounds'2  at  the  Bank,  which  was  the  scene,  under  his  auspices,  of  several  bacchanalian 

"  meetings.     At  one  of  these,  on  a  Saturday  evening,  an  irreverent  scheme  had  been  laid 

"between  himself  and  a  numerous  party  to  incapacitate  Mr.  [Hugh  Maxwell],  minister  of 

"  Strathmartine,  for  officiating  on  the  following  day.  The  minister's  head  being  of  stronger 

"materials  than  was  supposed,  he  drank  the  whole  party  out,  laid  them  on  feather  beds 

"  round  the  dining  room  floor,  and  retreated  to  his   manse  not  any  the  worse  himself " 

It  was  to  this  minister,  then  at  Forfar,  and  his  eldest  son,  that,  6  April   1743,  David 

disponed  Bridgend  of  Achray  and  part  of  Baldovau  (D.Dec.  101  ;  F.S.  114;  E.D.  444), 

while  some  years  later,  10  July  1759,  he  agreed  to  sell  the  Bank  and  the  rest  of  Baldovan 

to  Walter  Tullideph  of  Balgay  (S.W.  597).     The  disposition  is  dated  24  Nov.  1759,3  and 

the  price  was  £6,750  stg.  (ib.  599  ;  E.D.  392).4 

His  sale  of  Baldovan  was,  no  doubt,  due  to  his  acquisition  of  another  property,  that 

of  Bullion,  co.  Perth,  from  his  distant  relative  and  factor  David  Brisbane  (post,  Part  III., 

chap,  ii.),  who,  being  unmarried  and  having  but  one  surviving  sister,  Margaret,  left  his 

estate  of  Bullion  and  a  South  Nethergait  property5  iu  Dundee  to  her  for  life  and  to  David 

Wedderburn  in  fee.6     David  Brisbane's  "scheme"  for  this  disposition  of  his  property  is 

dated  in  1750  (S.W   5S4).  the  disposition  itself  following  13-14  Jan.   1752  (S.W.  629-30; 

D.P.B.  591),  whereupon  Margaret  Brisbane  at  once,  12  Feb.  1752,  (E.A.D.  404)  released 

her  life-rent  in  Bullion  to  David  Wedderburn  before  her  brother's  death,  which  took  place 

15  Feb.  1752.     David  Wedderburn  proposed  to  build  a  residence  at  Bullion,  and  there  is 

a  submission  (20  Sept.)  and  decreet  arbitral  (7  Nov.)  between  him  and  his  neighbour, 

Thomas  Miln  of  Milnfield,"  on  matters  involved  by  this  intention,  in  1760  (S.W.  603  ; 

E.D.  E.D.  395),  while  there  is  another  such  submission  and  decreet  23,  27  Jan.,  3  Feb. 

1761,  between  him  and  his  neighbour,   Mrs.  Marion  Clayhills  (wife  of  Dr.  George  Murray) 

of  Innergowrie,  in  regard  to  the  burn  of  Innergowrie,  and  the  marches  of  two  properties 

(S.W.  604-5  ;  R.D.  398).s 

He  died  at  Dundee,  27  June  1761  (E.H.  39),1  and  was  there  buried,  the  Mortcloth 
i 

1  He  had  litigation  »;.  the  tenants  of  Clepington  in  regard  to  the  multures  of  Baldovan,  4,  16  Feb.  1738, 
in  which  the  town  of  Dundee  appointed  as  their  advocate  David  Scrymgeour  of  Birkhill,  unless, 
"as  a  near  relative  of  Wedderburn,"  he  should  object  to  act  (D  C.B.  187).  In  1739  Dec.  18, 
there  is  a  decreet  on  Wedderburn's  summons  v.  Guthrie  of  Clepington,  to  which  John  Wedderburn 
is  appoiuted  a  commissioner  to  hear  evidence  for  David,  and  his  father,  Sir  Alexander,  is  summoned 
as  a  witness  (R.A.D.  165). 

'-'  There  is  a  portrait  of  David  in  a  red  coat  and  full  bottomed  wig  at  Birkhill. 

::  J.W.  in  his  MS.  says  that  David  sold  the  Bank  before  1754,  but  the  disposition  is  clear  for  1759.  He  also 
says,  "  before  it  was  sold  to  Dr.  Walter  Tullideph,  it  was  called  the  'Bank  of  W edderburne, '  but 
either  the  doctor  or  his  son-in-law,  Sir  John  Ogilvy,  who  got  the  estate  with  Miss  Tullideph,  his  wife, 
called  it  the  Bank  of  Baldovan  and  built  an  addition  to  the  house  (Penes  Pearsie)."  This,  too,  is  an 
error,  as  it  was  certainly  called  the  Bank  of  Baldovan  when  David  bought  it. 

4  There  is  an  inventory  of  the  writs  of  Baldovan,  24  Dec.   1759,  in  the  Wedderburn  charter  chest  (S.W. 

600)  from  which  it  appears  that  the  lands  at  one  time  belonged  to  the  Scrymgeours  of  Dudhope  and 
Kirktoun.  Perhaps  it  is  thus  that,  20  July  1760,  Wedderburn  and  Tullideph  sue  Lady  Jean 
Maitland  (relict  of  Sir  James  Ferguson  of  Kilkerran)  for  production  of  the  writs  of  Baldovan  (R.A.D. 
180),  the  Maitlands  having  superseded  the  Scrymgeours  in  Dudhope.     See  the  nest  chapter. 

5  There  is  cognition  of  David  Brisbane  in  this  South  Nethergait  property  as  heir  to  his  mother  14  Jan.  1752, 

with  the  entry  therein,  March  4,  cf  Margaret,  his  sister,  as  his  heir  in  liferent,  and,  June  4,  David 
Wedderburn  in  fee,  under  the  said  disposition  (D.P.B.  591).  Margaret  Brisbane  made  a  settlement 
on  Grizel  Wedderburn  and  Helen  Davidson,  daughter  of  Balgay,  which  was  registered  17  April  1771 
S.W.  646). 

6  He  also  left  legacies  to  his  cousins  and  namesakes,  David  Wedderburn,  son  of  the  late  Sir  John,  and  to- 

David  Read,  son  of  Alexander  Read  of  Turfbeg  (post,  Part  III.),  which  are  named  S.W.  »84,  590, 
591,  594-95. 

7  See  also  a  bundle  of  papers  re  the  affairs  of  David  and  Grizel  and  Miln  of  Milnfield  (S.W.  601). 

8  Other  dealings  with  his  pioperties  by  David  are,  21  Nov.  1735,  a  tack  of  the  lands  of  Hillhouses,  co. 

Forfar,  to  Andrew  Donaldson  (R.D.  373)  ;  7  Sept.  1743,  the  sale  of  a  North  Murraygait  land  (D.P.B. 
587)  ;  1744,  a  submission  by  him  and  Alexander  Duncan  of  Lundie  to  David  Scrymgeour  of  Birkhill 
of  differences  re  the  thirlage  of  Wester  Gourdie  and  Denmiln,  with  decreet  27  Feb.  1745  (R.D.  353); 
and,  13  Feb  1751,  his  cognition  in  the  North  Overgait  laud,  acquired  by  his  great  grandfather  from 
Barten  Belsone  (ante,  p.  114),  and  which,  having  passed  to  his  grandfather,  his  uncle  John,  and 
his  father,  and  now  to  himself,  he,  26  April  1751,  sells  for  £190  stg.  (D.P.B.  590 ;  D.D.  117). 
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Dues  of  Dundee  1760-61  recording  the  use  of  the  cloth  at  his  funeral  (DM.  I).  57).  He  Part  II. 
had  never  married,  and  with  his  death  the  male  line  of  his  great  great  grandfather  chaP- IV- 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  second  of  Kiugennie,  became  extinct.  The  male  representation  of 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  first  of  Kiugennie,  then  fell  to  the  descendants  of  his  second  son 
James  (post,  Part  iii.),  while  the  heirs  of  line  were  first,  David's  sister  Grizel,  and  at  her 
death,  unmarried,  in  1778,  the  descendants  of  John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun,  by 
Magdalene,  eldest  daughter  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  third  of  Kingennie  (post,  chap.  v.). 
On  David's  death  his  sister  Grizel  was  retoured  his  heir  (see  below),  and  was  also 
declared  executrix  of  his  "  testament  dative"  24  Feb.  1762  (S.W.  612;  Br.T.  26),  her 
executorship  of  his  estate  being  occasionally  named,  e.ij ,  6  July  1761,  when  she  pays  to 
Margaret  Brisbane  the  rents  of  Bullion  for  1760,  and  the  interest  on  a  4,000  merit  bond 
granted  to  Margaret  by  David  (S.W.  606);  19  Aug.  1763,  when  she  pays  over  to  the 
grand-children  of  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness  the  funds  which  David  had  held  in  trust  for 
them  (S.W.  616-17;  ante,  p.  ),"  and  4  Nov.  1762,  when  she  unsuccessfully  disputes 
payment  of  a  claim  by  Dr.  Willison  of  Dundee  for  attending  her  brother  as  physician  on  a 
journey  to  Bath  shortly  before  his  death  (S.W.  61 1).3 

Grizel  Wedderburn4  [1705-78],  only  surviving  daughter  of  her  father,  and  heiress 
of  her  brother  David  as  eighth  of  Kingennie,  sixth  of  Easter  Powrie  and  fourth  of  that  ilk, 
was  born  14  Feb.  1705  (ut  sup.).  She  is  named  in  her  father's  will,  4  Nov.  1713 
(S.W.  541),  and  in  the  minute  book  (ib.  542)  of  the  tutors  of  her  brothers  and  herself, 
where  it  appears  that  on  the  deaths  of  Peter  and  Gilbert  she  became  entitled  to  certain 
monies  and  to  the  executory  of  the  wills  of  her  father  and  grandfather,  confirmed  to  her, 
22  Aug.  1716  (S.W.  550  ;  Br.T.  22,  23).  She  is  thus  named  as  her  father's  executrix  in 
a  decree  v.  William  Graham  of  Duntroon,  1  Jan.  1718  (S.W.  554-55,  563;  R.A.D.  150). 
During  the  life  of  her  brother  David,  there  are  but  few  references  to  her,5  and  with  those 
relating  to  her  as  executrix  to  her  brother,  I  have  dealt  in  the  account  given  of  him.s 

She  was  retoured  heir  general  to  her  brother,  17  Aug.  1761  (R.H.  39)  and  2S  Sept. 
following  got  sasine  of  an  annual  rent  as  his  heir  (F.S.  122).  She  was  also,  21  Jan.  1762, 
retoured  his  heir  in  the  barony  of  Wedderburn,  and  in  Wester  Gourdie,  of  which  she  got 
sasine,  12  May  following,  as  "his  only  sister  and  nearest  heir"  (S.W.  607-10,  633-34; 
R.H.  39  ;  F.S.  123).  Of  Kingennie  she  got  sasine  as  his  heir,  23  May  1765,  on  precept 
by  the  commissioner  for  Archibald  Douglas,  15' Feb.  preceding  (S.W.  619,  621  ;  G.R.S. 
77),  while  at  about  the  same  time  John,  Lord  Gray,  made  a  disposition  anew  of  Wester 
Gourdie  in  her  favour,  13  April  1765,  on  which  she  got  sasine,  25  June  1766  (S.W.  620, 
623-24). 

Being  thus  in  full  possession  of  the  family  estates,  and  neither  married  nor  any  longer 
young,  she  made  an  elaborate  bond  of  tailzie,  dated  31  July  and  recorded  6  Aug.  1766,  of 
them  and  of  Bullion,  in  which  she  called  to  the  succession  a  long  series  of  heirs  (S.W.  625-27, 
633-34;  G.S.R.  144;  F.S.  129).  She  was  not,  however,  retoured  heir  to  her  brother 
in  Bullion  till  after  this  date,  viz.,  23  Sept.,  1767,  and  then  did  not  get  sasine  thereof  till 
2  Jan.  1768  (S.W.  628-30 ;  G.R.S.  79).  In  order,  apparently,  to  perfect  this  entail  and 
obtain  a  great  seal  charter  confirming  it,  an  inventory  of  writs,  "  by  which  the  charter  of 

1  See  also  Scnffs  Mag.  1761,  p.  336,  and  Gent.   Mag.,  p.  334,  but  the  latter  miscalls  him  Daniel,  and  gives 

the  date  28th. 

2  She  pays  interest  on  this  fund,  26  May  1763  (S.W.  615),  which  seems  to  have  at  once  been  resettled  on  Lady 

Wedderburn  and  her  daughters,  and  again  placed  in  trust  with  Grizel  (ib.  618),  to  whom  Lady  Wedder- 
burn grants  discharges  for  the  interest  in  1766  and  1768  (ib.  622,  632),  while  there  is  another  discharge 
to  Grizel  in  regard  to  it  by  Margaret  Wedderburn,  wife  of  Dundas  of  Blair,  in  1771  (S.W.  6471. 

3  Even  as  late  as  14  May  1778,   not  long  before  her  own  death,  she  discharges  a  bond  granted  to  her 

brother  in  1761  (F.S.  122,  128). 

4  Synopsis  of  References :— S.W.  541-42,  550,  554-55,  560,  563,  567,  570,  601,  606-12,  615-39,  642,  646-47, 

653,  656-64,  701  ;  J.W.  22;  D.M.D.  62  ;  G.S.R.  80,  144  ;  R.H.  39,  40  n,  42,  56  ;  G.R.S.  77,  79-80  ; 
F.S.  122-23,  128-29;  R.D.  361,  415,  425,  458  ;  R.A.D.  150,  182  ;  Br.T.  22,  23,  26. 

s  She  is  named  in  the  case  for  opinion  as  to  the  divisiou  between  her  and  him  of  the  estates  of  their 
brothers  and  sister,  6  Dec.  1724  (S.W.  560)  ;  in  a  bond  by  her  brother  to  her,  5  March  1742  (ib.  567) ; 
and  another  bond  to  her,  10  June  1745  (R.D.  361).  The  letter  of  Anna  Lobry  (ante,  p.  165,  n.  4)  is  also 
addressed  to  her  (S.W.  570),  and  there  is  in  the  Wedderburn  chest  a  bundle  of  accounts,  1736-79 
(ib.  557),  relating  to  her  and  her  brother's  affairs,  and  another  bundle  of  papers,  1759-71,  relating  to 
them  and  Milufield  (ib.  601).  She  is  once  named  in  the  Dundee  Parish  register,  25  May  1740,  when 
she  witnesses  a  baptism. 

<■•  See  above,  and  S.W.  606,  611,  612,  615-18,  622,  632,  647 ;  F.S.  128  ;  Br.T.  26. 
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Part  ii.  the  barony  of  Wedderburn  in  her  favour  is  to  be  revised,"  was  drawn  up  in  1769  (S.W- 
ap'  '  633-34),  and  she  was,  13  April  1769,  also  retoured  heir  to  her  great  great  grandfather,1 
Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Cangenuie,  clerk  of  Dundee  (S.W.  567,  635 ;  G.R  S.  144  ; 
R.H.   40  re)- 

Thereafter,  7  Aug.  1769,  there  followed  a  charter  of  resignation  under  the  Great  Seal 
(S.W.  637;  G.S.R.  144),  on  which  sasine  was  given  2  Oct.  in  that  year  (G.R.S.  80).  By 
this  charter,  which  recites  her  bond  of  tailzie  in  1766,  and  her  various  retours,  the  barony 
of  Wedderburn  and  the  lands  of  Wester  Gourdie,  Kingennie,  and  Bullion  are  settled  on 
herself  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  whom  failing  on  (1)  Mr.  David  Scrymgeour  of  Birkhill ; 
(2)  on  his  two  sisters,  Janet  and  Marion  Scrymgeour;  (3)  the  children  of  the  late  Sir 
.lohn  Wedderburn  (fifth  baronet)  of  Blackness;  and  (4)  the  nearest  heirs  whomsoever 
of  Grizel,2  the  said  heirs  to  succeed  in  order  of  seniority,  while  on  the  failure  of  males  in 
any  given  family  the  eldest  heir  female  is  to  succeed  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the 
succession  without  division,  the  right  of  primogeniture  having  place  between  heirs  female 
as  between  heirs  male.  The  heir  succeeding  is  to  be  always  bound  to  assume  and  use 
the  name  Wedderburn  only,  and  is  also  to  use  the  arms  of  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk. 

Grizel  never  married,  and,  having  survived  her  brother  some  sixteen  years,  during 
which  (says  J.W.  in  his  MS.)  "  by  her  honour  and  worth  she  did  credit  to  her  name,"' 
died  at  Dundee  7  Nov.  1778,  and  was  there  buried  12  Nov  (S.W.  660;  D.M.D.  62; 
R.H.  42 ;  and  Scot's  Mag.  1778,  p.  629).  A  portrait  of  her  in  her  youth  is  at  Birkhill. 
She  was  succeeded,  under  the  provisions  of  her  entail,  by  Alexander  Scrymgeour  of  Birkhill 
(eldest  son  of  the  late  Mr.  David  Scrymgeour  of  Birkhill),  who  thereupon  assumed  the 
name  and  arms  of  Wedderburn,  and  was  the  first  of  the  Scrymgeour-Wedderburns  of 
Wedderburn  and  Birkhill,  of  whom  an  account  is  given  in  the  following  chapter.4 


1  See  ante,  p.  151,  n.  5. 

!  In  the  extracts  from  the  Register  of  Deeds  in  vol.  ii.  I  have  omitted  this  entail  (registered  in  Durie's  office, 
vol.  205,  pt.  2,  19  Aug.  1766),  because  its  full  terms  are  given  elsewhere  (F.S-  129).  J.W.,  in  his 
MS.,  professing  to  quote  from  "The  Records,  in  Edinr,  July  1825,"  adds  after  the  issue  of  Sir  John. 
"  Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  Thomas  Wedderburn  of  Cantra,  and  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  eldest 
daughter  of  Sir  Alexander,  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness,  and  their  descendants."  I  have  not  found 
any  record  of  the  entail  with  any  such  words,"  although  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie  and  John 
(son  of  Thomas)  Wedderburn  and  the  heirs  of  their  bodies  are  included  in  the  tailzie  made  by 
Alexander  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn,  of  both  Wedderburn  and  Birkhill,  5  July  1811  (R.D.  458;. 
Either  J.W.  quotes  from  some  register  which  I  have  not  examined,  in  which  case  it  is  odd  that  it 
should  differ  from  both  the  Great  Seal  Record  and  the  Register  of  Deeds,  or,  more  probably,  the 
added  words  are  his  own  expansion  of  Grizel's  "  nearest  heirs  whomsoever,"  in  which  case  he  is 
inaccurate,  as  the  place  assigned  to  females  and  their  descendants  would,  under  this  deed, 
though  not  under  that  of  1811,  give  precedence  over  the  descendants  of  Robert  and  Thomas  Wedder- 
burn to  the  descendants  (if  any)  of  Elizabeth,  who  m.  Robert  Rait,  who  would  be  descendants  of 
Alexander,  second  of  Kingennie ;  and  similarly,  it  would  be  necessary  to  extinguish  the  descendants, 
through  females,  of  Sir  John,  first  baronet  of  Blackness,  the  line  of  one  of  whose  daughters,  at  any 
rate,  viz.,  Matilda  m.  Campbell  of  Kethick,  I  have  not  exhausted. 

J  J.  W.  gives  no  particulars  in  regard  to  her  management  of  her  brother's  affairs,  and  I  have  found  none  of 
value.  She  brought  an  action  to  check  encroachments  on  Kingennie  16  April  1768  (S.W.  631)  ;  let 
the  "  parks  of  Wedderburn  "  for  five  years,  15  May  1767  and  19  Feb.  1772  (K.D.  415,  425)  ;  and  had 
litigation  with  Milnfield  re  the  marshes  of  Bullion  12  July  1770  (R.A.D.  182).  There  is  also  a  letter 
from  her  to  Alexander  Scrymgeour  in  Edinburgh,  24  Js-n.  1771,  which  she  signs  "  Grissall  Wedder- 
burn "  (S.W.  642)  and  two  documents  between  her  and  Margaret  Brisbane,  1769  and  1771  (S.W. 
636,  646),  the  dates  of  which  raise  a  difficulty  as  to  the  date  of  Margaret  Brisbane's  death  (see  ib. 
636  »,  and  post,  Part  III,  chap.  ii). 

4  Alexander  Scrymgeour  was  retoured  heir  of  tailzie  and  provision  to  her  in  Wedderburn,  16  Nov.  1779,  at 
Forfar  (S.W.  657-58)  and  at  Edinburgh,  29  March,  21  April  1780  (R.H.  42),  and  got  a  charter  and 
sasine  of  the  barony  21  April,  4  May  1780  (S.W.  661-63  ;  F.S.  129).  There  is  in  the  Scrymgeour- 
Wedderburn  Chest  a  case  for  opinion  as  to  this  succession  and  obligation  to  bear  only  the  Wedder- 
burn arms  which  describes  him  as  succeeding  "  in  right  of  his  great  grandmother  who  was  sister  to 
her  (Grizel's)  grandfather"  (S.W.  653)  which  is  accurate,  and  there  are  one  or  two  letters,  2  Oct. 
1779,  4  Jan.1780,  as  to  his  service  and  estates  (S.W.  656,  659)  and  another  case  for  opinion  20  June 
1781  (S.W.  664).  He  was  advised  that  the  name  and  arms  of  Wedderburn  could  be  borne  jointly 
with  those  of  Scrymgeour.  A  later  retour,  16-18  March  1864,  of  Frederick  Lewis  Scrymgeour- Wed- 
derburn describes  Grizel  as  his  great  grand-aunt,  which  is  altogether  wrong,  as  she  never  had  a 
nephew  or  niece.    She  was  second  cousin  of  his  grandfather,  i.e.,  his  own  second  cousin  twice  removed. 


PART   II. 

Chapter    V. 

The  Scrymgeour-Wedderburns  op  Wedderburn,  and  Birkhill. 

With  some  account  of  tlieir  male  descent  from  the  Scrymgeours  of  Dudhope.     (See  pedigrees 
at  pp.  171  and  177.) 

I  now  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  the  Scrymgeour-Wedderburns  of  Wedderburn,  ^rt  n- 
who,    as  we  have  seen,  became  the  heirs  of  line   of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  second  of 
Kingennie,  upon  the  death  of  Grizell  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk  in  1778,  being  descended 
from  his  grand-daughter,  Magdalene  Wedderburn,  who  in  1659,  married  John  Scryrngeour 
of  Kirktoun. 

The  history  of  the  Scrymgeours  of  Kirktoun,  for  some  centuries  previous  to  Magdalene 
Wedderburn's  marriage,  is  so  clearly  and  fully  given  by  various  documents  in  the 
Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  charter  chest,1  that,  although  I  had  not  originally  intended  to 
enter  on  it  in  this  work,  I  now  propose  to  give  its  main  lines  here,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  chapter  to  add  a  note  on  the  Scrymgeours  of  Dudhope,  of  whom  the  Kirktoun 
family  were  undoubtedly  a  junior  branch. 

The  progenitor  of  the  Kirktoun  family  was 

David  Scryrngeour,  a  younger  son  of  Sir  John  Scryrngeour,  constable  of  Dundee, 
who  witnesses  a  document  by  his  father,  11  March  1458,2  and  died  before  21  June  1500, 
leaving  a  son, 

James  Scryrngeour,  to  whom,  as  "  son  of  the  deceased  David  Scryrngeour,  his 
brother,"  Alexander  Scryrngeour,  resigned  the  lands  of  Kirktoun,  21  June  1500,  and  who 
was  retoured  heir  to  this  Alexander,  his  paternal  uncle,  in  1505. 3  He  married  Elizabeth,  elder 
of  the  two  daughters  of  James  Scryrngeour  of  Dudhope,  constable  of  Dundee,  who,  24  October 
1539, i  granted  to  them  and  their  heirs  male  a  charter  of  the  lands  of  Ballegarno  in 
satisfaction  of  their  claims  to  the  unentailed  lands  of  the  lordship  of  Dudhope  and  con- 
stabulary of  Dundee  (S  W.  Charter  Chest  vi.,  i.,  16).     James6  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  are 

1  The  references  to  the  documents  in  the  early  part  of  this  account  are  thus  mostly  to  the  Scrymgeour- 

Wedderburn  charter  chest,  and  not  to  vol.  ii.  of  this  work. 

2  This  is  a  notarial  instrument,  11  March  1458,  by  which  "  dominns  Johannes  Scryrngeour,  constabularius 

de  Duudee,"  resigns  the  land  of  Balrudry  in  the  barony  of  Panmure,  co.  Forfar,  for  infeftment  to 
James  Scryrngeour,  his  son  and  heir  apparent.  Witnessed  by  (among  others)  David  Scryrngeour, 
"filio  dicti  domiui  Johaunis  Scryrngeour."  This  important  document  was  found  by  the  late  Mr.  J. 
Riddell  in  the  Gray  charter  chest  in  1844,  and  a  note  of  it  sent  by  him,  3  Oct.  1844,  to  Mr.  Smith, 
W.S.,  agent  for  Mr.  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn  (S.W.  Charter  Chest,  VI.,  xii.,  152). 

3  See  the  following  documents  in  the  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  charter  chest : — 

(a)  Notarial  instrument,  11  Jan.  1467-68,  attesting  the  production  of  a  submission,  5  Nov.  last, 
between  James  Scryrngeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  and  aue  venerable  {i.e.,  reverend)  clerk,  Mr. 
Alexander  Scryrngeour,  brother  to  the  said  James.  The  instrument  designs  Alexander  "  canonicus 
Lesmoren  "  (S.W.  Charter  Chest  vx,  i.,  1). 

(b)  Charter,  21  June  1500,  by  James  Scryrngeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  of  the  lands  of  Kirktoun  of 
Earlstradiehtie,  in  favour  of  Sir  Alexander  Scryrngeour,  chaplain,  and  his  heirs  male  (ib.  VI.,  i.,  2), 
with  instrument  of  sasine  thereon  of  the  same  date  {ib.  3). 

(c)  Charter,  21  June  1500,  by  James  Scryrngeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  of  the  said  lands  of  Kirktoun, 
etc.  (proceeding  on  the  resignation  of  Sir  Alexander  Scryrngeour,  chaplain),  in  favour  of  James 
Scryrngeour  and  his  heirs  male,  whom  failing  the  granter  and  his  heirs  {ib.  4)  and  instrument  of 
sasine  thereon,  22  June  1500,  in  favour  of  the  said  James  Scryrngeour,  son  of  the  deceased  David 
Scryrngeour,  brother  of  the  said  Alexander  Scryrngeour  (ib.  5). 

(d)  Retour,  31  July  1505,  of  James  Scryrngeour  as  heir  to  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Scryrngeour  (ib.  10), 
and  sasine  to  him  of  the  lands  of  Benvie  as  such  heir  19  May  1506  {tb.  11). 

There  can,  I  think,  be  no  doubt  that  the  Canon,  Alexander,  named  in  (a)  as  brother  to  the  constable 
in  1468,  is  identical  with  the  chaplain  Sir  Alexander,  named  (1500)  in  {b),  and  in  (c)  as  father's 
brother  to  James  Scryrngeour,  who  was  (1505)  his  heir.  If  these  documents  stood  alone  it  would  be 
clear  enough,  but  when  it  is  also  shown  by  the  document  of  1458  that  Alexander,  the  brother  of  the 
constable,  had  also  a  brother  David,  the  matter  seems  to  be  made  certain. 

4  Douglas  s.  Dundee  cites  this  as  of  Oct.  23,  but  my  note  of  it  gives  Oct.  24. 

s  The  identity  of  James  Scryrngeour,  who  got  sasine  of  Kirktoun  in  1500,  with  the  James  who  married 
Elizabeth  Scryrngeour  is  proved,  e.g.,  by  a  charter  under  the  great  seal,  2  March  1541,  in  which  the 
husband  of  Elizabeth  is  described  as  James  Scryrngeour,  formerly  of  Kirktoun  (G.S.K.  s.d.). 

Y 
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Part  II.    named  in  various  other  documents,  and  at  one  time  owned  the  lands  of  Balbeuchlie  (ib. 
Chap.  v.  VJ ^   |j ^    22).     She  died  before   27  Oct.    1554,   when  her  son  was  retoured  heir  to  her 

(ib.  vi.,  i.,   15).     By  her  James  Scrymgeour  had  issue  (beside  four  younger  sons,  James 

William,  Thomas,  and  Alexander)  a  son  and  heir,1 

John  Scrymgeour,  served  heir  to  his  mother  (ut  sup.),  and  described  as  of 
Ballegarno  in  his  retour  as  heir  to  his  (maternal)  grandfather,  James,  the  Constable,  3  Nov. 
1563  (ib.  vi.,  i.,  24  a),  and  in  the  charter  of  Dudhope  in  1565.  He  married  Agnes  Bruoe,2 
who  is  named  as  "  relict  of  John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun,"  e.g.,  in  her  will,  dated  28  June 
1590  (ib.  vi.,  ii.,  18).  By  her  John  Scrymgeour  had  issue  three  sons,  and,  according  to 
Douglas,  three  daughters,  Margaret,  Isobel,  and  Egidia.  Of  the  sons,  the  two  younger  were 
Gilbert  (named  immediately  after  his  brother  John  in  the  charter  of  Dudhope,  1587  ;  and 
d.s.p.)  and  George,  who  also  d.s.p ,  while  the  eldest  was 

John  Scrymgeour,  who  is  named  in  the  charter  of  Dudhope  of  1587,  and  was 
retoured  heir,  15  Dec  1610,  to  his  great  great  great  grandfather,  John  Scrimgeour, 
"  constable  of  Dundee,"  "  patris  abavi  "  (Inq.  Ret.).3  He  died  in  1629.  He  married  Marion 
Fotheringhame,  daughter  of  James  Fotheringhame  (brother-german  of  Thomas  Fothering- 
hame  of  Powrie),  the  marriage  contract  being  dated  at  Dundee  4  May  1593  (ib.  iv.,  iv.,  1  ; 
S.W.  100),  and  by  her  he  had  issue  four  sons  and  three  daughters.     The  sous  were, 

1 .  James  Scrymgeour  married  Elizabeth  Graham,  daughter  of  George,  bishop  of  Orkney, 

but  died  s.p.  in  his  father's  life. 

2.  John  Scrymgeour,  who  was  retoured  heir  to  James  Scrymgeour,  younger  of  Kirktoun, 

his  brother  german,  6   Aug.   1633  (Ret.   Inq.    Gen.    1976)   and  thus  became  his 
father's  heir.     See  below. 

3.  Gilbert  Scrymgeour,  died  s.p.  before  6  Sept.  1623,  when  his  brother  John  is  named 

as  his  executor  and  heir  (S.W.  Charter  Chest  vin.,  ix.,  29). 

4.  William  Scrymgeour,  called  his  father's  second  son,   1  July  1630  (ib.  viir.,  ix.,  38). 

He  was  a  major  in  the  army,  and  died  Sept.  1650,  having  married,  in  1643,  Janet 
Guthrie,  daughter  of  Patrick  Guthrie,  by  whom  (who  married  secondly  Dougal 
McPhersone)  he  had  issue  two  daughters,  of  whom  one,  Margaret,  alone  survived 
and  was  his  heiress  and  executrix,  23 -Dec.  1653  (S.W.  300).  She  was  served  heir 
to  her  father  in  Auchmuchtie,  9  Feb.  1654  (Ret.  Forfar  329)  ;4 
while  the  daughters  were 

1.  Magdalene,  married  Alexander  Wedderburn  second  of  Kingennie  (ante,  p.  145). 

2.  Margaret,  married  William  Hunter  of  Balgay. 

3.  ,  married  Robert  Kinloch  in  Dundee. 

John  Scrymgeour,  eldest  surviving  son  and  heir  of  John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun 
and  Marion  Fotheringhame,  succeeded  to  Kirktoun,  and  married  Jean  McGill,  daughter  of 
James  McGill   of  Rankeillor   Nether.     The   marriage   contract,   dated    1-11    Oct.   1624, 

1  See  precept  of  sasine,  8  June  1565,  by  John  Scrymgeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  to  in f eft  John  Scrymgeour, 
son  and  heir  of  the  late  Elizabeth  Scrymgeour,  elder  daughter  and  one  of  the  heirs  of  line  of  the  late 
James  Scrymgeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  in  Kirktoun  of  Erlistradichty,  in  excambion  for  other  lands 
including  the  mains  of  Ballegarno,  to  hold  the  same  to  the  said  John  Scrymgeour  and  the  heirs  male 
of  his  body,  and  to  his  brothers,  James,  William,  Thomas,  and  Alexander,  and  the  heirs  male  of 
their  bodies  in  succession,  etc.  (S.W.  Charter  Chest,  v.,  ii.,  11). 

-  Douglas  (Peerage  s.  Dundee)  says  she  was  daughter  of  Sir  William  Bruce  of  Earlshall,  and  cousin  german 
of  her  husband,  but  his  account  of  the  Bruces  (Baronage  s.v.)  does  not  bear  this  out.     See  next  note. 

3  This  retour,  which  is  quoted  by  Douglas,  raises  a  good  deal  of  difficulty.  There  are  four  retours  of  the 
same  date  (15  Dec.  1610),  viz.,  those  (a)  of  John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun  as  heir  of  John  Scrymgeour, 
constable  of  Dundee,  "  patris  abavi";  (6)  of  William  Bruce  of  Earlshall  as  heir  of  the  same  John 
Scrymgeour,  "  patris  abavi  ex  parte  matris  ";  (c)  of  James  Scrymgeour  of  Dudhope  as  heir  of  John 
Scrymgeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  "abavi,"  and  (d)  of  this  James  as  heir  of  his  father.  The  last  two 
of  these  agree  with  Douglas'  account,  but  the  first  two  are  not  clear.  Douglas,  while  quoting  (a)  as 
above,  does  not  see  that  according  to  his  account  the  (maternal)  "  patris  abavi  "  of  John  of  Kirktoun 
was  not  Sir  John  Scrymgeour,  but  Sir  James.  The  paternal  line  he  does  not  trace,  but  the  account 
of  it  which  I  have  given  does  not  remove  the  difficulty,  and,  moreover,  it  is  clear  that  at  this  date 
the  Kirktoun  family  were  not  the  senior  line  of  Dudhope.  A  similar  difficulty  arises  in  the  case  of 
Bruce  of  Earlshall,  in  regard  to  whom  Douglas'  information  s.  Bruce  of  Earlshall  differs  curiously 
from  that  given  s.  Dundee.  In  the  former  (Baronage  s.v.)  he  says  that  Sir  Peter  Bruce  m.  Elizabeth, 
d.  of  James  Scrymgeour,  while  in  the  latter  (Peerage  s.v  )  he  says  that  Sir  William  Bruce  m.  Agnes 
Scrymgeour.  Further  examination  of  Scrymgeour  documents  would  very  likely  clear  up  the  matter, 
but  I  must  content  myself  here  with  stating  the  difficulty,  and  cannot  pause  to  solve  it. 
4  See  ante,  p.  149,  as  to  her  litigation  with  her  tutor,  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Easter  Powrie. 
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describes  him  as  "John  Scrymgeour  younger,  eldest  lawful  son  of  John  Scrymgeour  of  Part  H- 
Kirktoun,"  and  is  made  by  him  "  with  consent  of  his  said  father  and  Marion  Fothering-      ap' 
hame  his  mother  (ib.  vi.  2-8).     He  died  in  1656  (JVisbet's  Heraldry,  11.,  App.,  p.  51),  having 
had  issue  by  his  wife  three  sons  and  three  daughters.     The  sons  were, 


John  Scrymgeour.     See  below. 

2.  Alexander  Scrymgeour.1 

3.  James  Scrymgeour,  "  who  was  minister  at  Currie  and  had2  a  son,  Henry  Scrimgeour 

of  Wester-Lochgelly,  father  of    Henry  Scrimgeour  W.S.  in  Edinburgh,  who  died 
29   March   1778,  and  of  a  daughter,  Janet,  married  to  John  Bethune  of  Blebo " 
(Douglas,  s.  Dundee), 
while  the  daughters  were 

1.  Marion,  m.  James  Clayhills  of  Innergowrie. 

2.  Anne,  m.  John  Craigie  of  Dumbarnie. 

3.  Margaret,  m.  Laurence  Craigie  of  Kilgraston. 


-  These  all  had  issue. 


The  Scrymgeours  of  Kirktoun. 

David  Scrymgeour=j= 

I 
, i 


James    Scryrngeour,=f=Elizabeth,   eldest   dau. 


got  with  his  wife  a 
charter  of  Ballegarno, 
co.  Perth,  24  Oct. 
1539. 


of  James  Scrymgeour 
of  Dudhope,  constable 
of  Dundee. 


1.  John  Scrymgeour  of   Kirktoun=j=Agnes  Bruce    (dau.   to   Sir 


and  Ballegarno.  Ketoured  heir 
to  his  mother  1554,  and  to  her 
father. 


William  Bruce  of  Earlshall?) 
Living  a  widow  1590. 


2.  James. 


3.  William. 


n 

4.  Thomas. 


5.  Alexander. 


John  Scrymgeour  of=pMarion,  dau.  of  Mr. 
Kirktoun;  served  heir,  j  James  Fotheringhame 
15Dec.  1610,tohisgreat  |  (marriage  contract  4 
greatgreatgrandfather.3 1  May  1593). 

i i 

James=Elizabeth  John=pJean,  dau. 

Scrym-     Graham.  Scrym-     of     James 

geour,  geour.      McGill   of 

d.  s.p.  Rankeil- 

before  lour. 
1629. 


Gilbert  George  Scrymgeour. 

Scrymgeour,     Living  15  Feb.  1586, 
d.  s.p.  d.  s.p. 


1.  Margaret. 

2.  Isabel. 

3.  Egidia. 


Gilbert  Scrym- 
geour, his  bro- 
ther John  his 
executor  and 
heir. 


Wi!liam=j=Janet,  d.  of  Pat.     1 


Scryin- 
geour.d. 
Sept. 
1650. 


Guthrie.  Shem. 
2ndlyDougalMc 
PhersoneofBell- 
achroan. 


Margaret,  only  surviving 
dau.  and  executrix  23  Dec. 
1653. 


— I — I — i 

.  Magdalene,  m. 
Alexander  Wed- 
derburn  of  Kin- 
gennie. 

Margaret,       m. 
Wm.  Hunter  of 


I 

John  Scrym- 
geour of  Kirk- 
toun. 


:Maidelene,  da.  of 
Alex,  Wedderburn 
of  Kingennie  and 
Easter  Powrie. 


Alexander 
Scrymgeour. 


(Rev.)  James= 
Scrymgeour 
of  Currie. 


See  post,  p.  177. 
The  Scrymgeour-  Wedderburns. 


Robert  Kinloch 
in  Dundee. 

— ; i~ n 

^Elizabeth      1.  Marion,  m.  James  Clay- 
Chisholm.  hills  of  Innergowrie. 

2.  Anne,  m.  John  Craigie  of 
Dumbarnie. 

3.  Margaret,    m.    Laurence 
Craigie  of  Kilgraston. 


Henry  Scrymgeour  of=j= 
Wester  Lochgelly. 


.Henrietta. 


Henry  Scrymgeour,  W.S. 
Edin.,  d.  29  March  1778. 


Janet,  m.  James  Bethune 
of  Blebo. 


1  Nisbet  [Heraldry,  II.,  App.,  p.  51)  writing  in  1742  says  that  "  Alexander  has  no  lawful  issue.' 

2  Nisbet  (ibid)  who  says  that  he  married  Elizabeth  Chisholme,  and  adds  a  daughter  Henrietta. 

3  See  ante,  p.  170,  n.  4. 
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Part  II.  John  Scrymgeour,   the  eldest  son,   succeeded  his  father  in   Kirktoun.     He  was 

Chap.  v.  serve(j  heir  to  his  grandmother,  Margaret  Fotheringhame,  in  half  of  Glenboy,  16  Jan. 
1662  (Ret.  Forfar  381)  and  also  heir  to  his  grandfather,  John  of  Kirktoun,  21  Jan.  1684 
(Inq.  Gen.  6529).  Douglas  says  of  him  that  he  was  "nearest  and  lawful  heir  of  entail  to 
John,  Earl  of  Dundee  (who  d.  s.p.  23  June  1668)  and  ought  to  have  succeeded  to  the  barony 
of  Dudhope,  office  of  constabulary,  etc.,  in  virtue  of  the  deeds  of  entail  and  charters  under 
the  great  seal  before  narrated  ;  but  was  deprived  of  his  right  thereto  by  the  recognition  in 
favour  of  Charles  Maitland  of  Hatton,  by  which  also  he  and  other  creditors  on  the  estate 
lost  their  lawful  debts.  This,  with  the  misfortune  of  having  bought  the  life-rent  of  the 
Countess  of  Dundee,  who  died  soon  afterwards,  obliged  him  to  sell  Kirktoun  for  the  satisfying 
of  his  creditors."  (Douglas,  s.  Dundee.)1  He,  no  doubt,  made  some  attempt,  ineffectual 
against  such  influence  as  that  of  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  to  establish  his  rights  of  succession 
on  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Dundee,  as,  19  Nov.  1668,  there  is  a  summons  at  the  instance  of 
John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun  as  "  nearest  aud  lawful  heir  to  the  deceased  John,  Earl  of 
Dundee,  against  the  havers  of  writs  to  be  inspected  for  his  service  as  heir"  (S.W.  Charter 
Chest  vi.,  iii.,  55),  and  there  are  a  good  many  documents  extant  (ib.)  relating  to  the 
litigation  in  which  he  was  involved. 

He  was  at  one  time  provost  of  Dundee,  which  he  represented  in  the  Scottish 
Parliament.  Thus  in  the  Dundee  Council  Books  Ave  find  an  order  for  the  clerk  to 
subscribe  a  commission  to  John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun,  provost,  to  the  coming  parliament, 
19  Sept.  1702,  and  later  in  that  year,  17  Nov.,  he  is  named  as  provost,  and  "then  at 
London  about  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  "  (D.C.B.  vi.  470,  477,  orig.  record).2 

He  married,  4  July  1660,  Maidelene  Wedderburn,  daughter  of  Alexander  Wed- 
derburn  of  Kingennie  and  Easter  Powrie  (ante,  p.  152),  by  whom  he  had  issue  four 
sons  and  one  daughter.3     The  sons  were, 

1.  John  Scrymgeour,  born  30  Jan.  1661,  died  young. 

2.  Alexander  Scrymgeour,  born  12  Jan.  1663,  but  died  before  Dec.  1669. 

3.  James  Scrymgeour,  born   14  Jan.  1664,  and  was  living  27  June  1698,  when  he  is 

called  his  father's  eldest  son  (S.W.  522).     He  d.s.p. 

4.  Alexander  Scrymgeour.     See  below, 
while  the  daughter's  name  was 

Joan. 

Alexander  Scrymgeour,  only  surviving  son  and  heir  of  John  Scrymgeour  and 
Maidelene  Wedderburn,  was  born  in  Dec.  1669,  and  is  named  as  "Alexander  Scrimseor, 

1  The  following  account  of  the  way  in  which  John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun 's  rights  of  succession  were 

treated  by  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  then  all-powerful  in  Scotland,  was  enclosed  by  his  great  grandson 
Henry  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn  to  J.W.  : — 

"  The  Duke  of  Lauderdale  represented  to  his  Majesty,  that  the  Earl  had  died  without  leaving  any 
heirs — therefore  that  He  as  King  had  right  to  his  Estate,  which  he  could  dispose  of  as  he  thought 
best — the  Duke,  being  a  favourite,  easily  obtained  a  Gift  of  it,  called  a  Gift  of  Ultimus  Hferes — in 
virtue  of  which,  he  surrouuded  the  House  of  Dudhope,  at  that  time  quietly  possessed  by  John 
Scrymgeour  of  Magdalenes  Kirkton,  near  Dundee  (My  Great  Grandfather)  lineally  descended  from 
the  Constable  and  Heir  of  Entail  by  Charter  and  Tailzie  made  in  the  year  1586.  (which  Charter  is  in 
my  possession)  with  a  party  ol  Horse,  and  carried  off  every  paper  he  could  lay  his  hands  upon — the 
Duke  soon  found  he  could  not  hold  the  Estate  by  this  tenure,  as  there  was  no  doubt  of  Mr.  John 
Scrymgeour  being  the  legal  Heir  to  both  title,  aud  Estate,  but  having  got  possession  of  the  papers 
amongst  which  there  were  many  discharged  Bonds  and  receipts  for  Money — spent  by  the  Earl  when 
abroad,  some  of  which  had  been  paid  by  the  Earl  himself  and  the  rest  by  Mr.  John  Scrymgeour,  and 
finding  if  these  were  destroyed  and  some  of  the  creditors  in  them  prevailed  upon  to  claim  anew,  he 
could  make  it  appear,  that  the  Earl  had  burthened  his  Estate,  above  half  the  value,  and  thereby  had 
incurred  the  forfeiture  by  Recognition,  he  availed  himself  of  this,  and  obtained  from  an  ungrateful 
King  (Charles  the  Second)  a  Gift  of  that  Forfeiture,  which  was  the  property  of  the  whole  Estate,  the 
Debt  upon  which  had  been  incurred  to  support  the  King.  Mr.  John  Scrymgeour  laid  out  a  great 
deal  of  money  in  redeeming  the  Earl's  Bonds,  and  particularly  in  buying  up  the  Widow's  Jointure, 
and  that  joined  to  the  enormous  espeuce  of  a  long  and  tedious  Law  Suit  with  such  a  King's  favourite, 
as,  every  body  knows,  this  Duke  .was,  his  Circumstances  were  so  much  impaired  that  he  was  obliged 
to  sell  his  1'aternal  Estate  of  Magdalene's  Kirkton,  &c.  &c.  near  Dundee, — at  that  time  rented  above 
ten  thousand  Merks  a  year,  about  £555  sterling. 

2  He  must  be  the  John  Scrymgeour,  eldest  son  of  John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun,  named  1699 — 1701  (S.W. 

524,  526-27). 

3  In  an  old  black  letter  "breeches"   Bible,   1591,  now  at  Birkhill,   there  is  on  the  back  of  the  title- 

page  to  the  New  Testament  the  following  register  : — "  The  children  begotten  betwixt  John  Scrym- 
sour  of  Kirktoun  and  Magdalen  Wedderbourne  were  born  as  follows,  Jhone  was  borne  the  30  of 
Januar  1661  ;  Alexander  was  born  the  12  of  Januar  1663  ;  James  was  born  the  14  of  Januar  1664  ; 
Joan  was  born  —  (sic)  ;  Alexander  was  born  Decbr  1669." 
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grandchild,"  in  the  will  of  his  mother's  father,  in  1682  (S.A.T.  10).  On  the  presentation,  Partn. 
12  Aug.  1693,  of  David  Scot  of  Scotstarvit,  he  was  appointed  professor  of  Humanity  in  chap"  V- 
S.  Leonard's  College,  S.  Andrew's,  the  presentation  describing  him  as  "  second  son  of  John 
Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun  "  (S.W.  viii.,  ix.,  62),  and  he  was  admitted  to  the  chair  7  Sept.  in 
that  year  (ib.  63).  He  subsequently  became  professor  of  philosophy  in  the  old  college,  and 
is  so  named  28  March  1702,  when  he  protests  against  being  appointed  professor  of  Greek  by 
the  university  (ib.  67),  and,  16  July,  1702,  when  he  raises  letters  of  suspension  against  the 
provost  and  masters  in  regard  to  a  pretended  act,  whereby  they  claimed  power  to  appoint 
professors  (ib.  6 8 J.1 

He  was  afterwards  appointed  by  Queen  Anne  to  be  second  master  and  professor  of 
Divinity  in  the  New  College  of  S.  Andrew's,  the  appointment  being  dated  31  Jan.  1713,  and 
registered  under  the  privy  seal  6  March  (S.W.  vi.,  i.,  41). 2  His  admission  by  the  university 
did  not,  however,  pass  without  protest,  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  was  not  in  the  ministry. 
There  were  protests  by  the  moderator,  and  answers  by  the  professor  up  to  the  last,  18  March 
and  22  April  (S.W.  vin.,  ix.,  75-76),  although,  23  April,  his  admission  took  place  (ib.  77). 
It  was  not,  however,  from  S.  Andrew's,  but  from  King's  College,  Aberdeen,  that  he  received 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity,  26  Oct.  in  this  year  (ib.  78).  There  is  (ib.  81)  a  memorial 
for  him,  dated  14  July  1726,  which  narrates  the  holding  by  him  of  his  professorship  for 
over  twenty  years,  and  refers  to  his  admission,  in  1713,  as  professor  in  the  New  College,  to 
the  annoyance  of  the  college,  he  not  being  a  clergyman.  It  also  states  that  in  1718  he 
was  attacked  by  the  Synod  of  Fife,  who  charged  him  with  "  having  convened  with  the 
rebels  in  the  time  of  the  Rebellion,"  and  alleged  that  "  his  wife  and  children  went  to 
Episcopal  meetings,  and  that  the  English  service  was  countenanced  by  him."  Douglas 
describes  him  as  "  a  man  of  great  learning  and  knowledge  in  the  liberal  acts  and  sciences." 
He  was  one  of  the  tutors  to  the  children  of  his  cousin,  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Wedder- 
burn,  1713-31,  and  is  occasionally  named  in  connection  with  that  trust  (S.W.  541-42,  526, 
565  ;  R.A.D.  150).  A  facsimile  of  his  signature  to  one  of  the  documents  in  connection 
with  it  faces  p.  72  of  vol.  ii.  {S.W.  542).     His  portrait  is  at  Birkhill. 

He  purchased,  13  Aug.  1723,  from  David  Balfour  of  Grange,  the  lands  of  New  Grange, 
in  the  parish  of  Balmerino  (S.W.  n.,  iii.,  23),  which  he  settled,  4  May  1730,  on  him- 
self fpr  life,  and  on  his  eldest  son  David  and  his  issue,  whom  failing  on  his  second  son 
James  and  his  issue,  by  a  disposition  confirmed  by  Great  Seal  Charter,  22  June  following 
(ib.  viii.,  xii.,  3-4).3 

He  married,  in  1697,  Janet  Falconer,  daughter  to  Dr.  David  Falconer,  professor  of 
Divinity  at  S.  Andrew's  (by  his  wife,  Margaret  Brydie,  daughter  to  David  Brydie).  The 
marriage  contract  is  dated  16  Sept.  1697  and  is  referred  to  in  a  will  which  she  made  in 
favour  of  her  husband,  20  Feb.  1699  (S.W.  viii.,  ix.,  65).4  By  her  Dr.  Scrymgeour  had 
issue  two  sons  and  two  daughters  : — ■  f 

1.  David  Scrymgeour.     See  post,  p.  174. 

2.  James  Scrymgeour,  named  as  his  second  son  in  the  1730  disposition  and  Great 

Seal  Charter  of  New  Grange,  but  d.s.p.5 
and 

1  There  seems  at  one  time  to  have  been  considerable  friction  between  the  town  and  the  University  in 

regard  to  the  episcopal  principles  of  the  latter.  In  1705  the  University  protests  (26  April)  against  the 
Magistrates  of  S.  Andrews  having  seized  and  imprisoned  the  Episcopal  preacher  and  (13  Nov.)  against 
the  treatment  of  the  Episcopal  meeting  house  (S.W.  vm.,  ix.,  70,  71). 

2  He  had  been  recommended  to  be  professor  of  Divinity  in  the  New  College,  and  elected  by  the  University 

4  March  1707  (S  W.  vi.,  iii.,  161-163). 

3  These  lands  are  elaborately  described  in  the  disposition  of  13  Aug.  1723  as  "  all  and  haill  the  fourth 

part  of  the  town  and  lands  of  Newgrange,  also  and  haill  the  fourth  part  of  the  lands  of  Cleckenis- 
cleugh  and  Batalaw,  the  half  lands  of  Corsfaulds,  all  and  haill  an  acre  of  the  lands  of  Cultray,  etc  , 
etc."  The  professor  also  purchased  some  acres  in  Cultray  in  the  same  parish  in  1728  (S.W. 
ii.,  i.,  25). 

4  There  are  various  documents  relating  to  the  Falconers,  Brydies,  and  families  allied  with  them  in  the 

Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  Charter  Chest,  (e.g.  rv.,  v.,  24  ;  vm.,  ix.,  79  ;  xii.,  25,  26).  From  some  of 
these  it  appears  that  Robert  Falconer  of  Craigfudie,  par.  Dar'sie,  co.  Fife,  had  two  sons,  1,  David  ;  2, 
John.  The  elder,  David  d.  in  Jan.  1682,  leaving  issue  by  his  wife  and  relict  Margaret  Brydie,  a 
daughter  Janet,  who  m.  Alexander  Scrymgeour,  and  a  son  John  Falconer  of  Allanhill,  advocate  (who 
married  and  had  issue  a  daughter  Margaret,  ds.p.  1776  ;  and  a  son  David  Falconer,  d.s.p.  1776),  to 
whom  his  great  nephew  Henry  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn  was  retoured  heir,  15  Jan. 
1815,  in  the  lands  of  Wester  Little  Kinneir,  par.  Balmerino,  co.  Fife. 

5  I  have  not  ascertained  the  date  of  his  death,  but  there  is  no  mention  of  him  in  the  exhaustive  entails  of 

Wedderburn  1766  on,  which  name  both  his  brother  and  his  sisters  and  their  issue  as  substitutes  in 
the  succession,  so  that  he  clearly  d.  unm.  s.p.  before  1766, 
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Part  n.        1.  Marion  Scrymgeour.     She  married  George  Hewett  (son  of  George  Hewett,  some- 
Chap.  v.  time  bailie  in  S.  Andrew's),  who  was  at  one  time  a  merchant  in  S.  Andrew's,  and 

later  at  Newcastle,  but  afterwards  entered  the  ministry.  He  is  named  at  Newcastle 
3  Dec.  1753  (S.W.  vi.,  v.,  32  a)  and  in  a  bond,  24  June  1757  (ib.  14)  by  her 
brother  David  to  his  wife  is  described  as  having  been  merchant  first  at  S.  Andrew's 
and  later  (1746)  at  Newcastle.  In  the  testamentary  disposition,  however,  of  her 
mother's  cousin,  David  Falconer,  22  July  1776,  there  is  a  legacy  to  "  Janet  Hewett, 
my  cousin,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  George  Hewett,  and  Marion  Scrymgeour, 
aunt  to  Mr.  Alexander  Scrymgeour  of  Birkhill"  (S.W.  652)  and  in  Janet  Hewett's 
discharge  of  the  sum  left  her,  dated  21  March  1777,  she  is  described  as  "  daughter 
of  Mr.  George  Hewett,  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  of  Mrs.  Marion  Scrymgeour, 
spouses,  both  deceast"  (S.W.  vi.,  v.,  42).  Marion  Scrymgeour  is  named  in  the 
entails  of  the  Wedderburn  estates,  1766-69  (S.W.  637;  G.S.R.  144;  F.S.  129); 
1785  (S.W.  671),  and  1811  (S.W.  699  ;  R.D.  458).  She  was  living  in  1773,  when, 
18  Sept.  there  is  a  receipt  for  the  cost  of  the  passage  of  Mrs.  Hewett,  six  children 
and  a  servant  from  Dundee  to  London  (S.W.  VI.,  v.,  31  b),  but  died  between  then 
and  21  March  1777  (S.W.  vi.,  v.,  42,  ut  sup.).  I  have  not  ascertained  the  names  of 
all  her  issue.  Her  daughter  Janet  is  named  (tit  sup.),  and  a  Fleming  Hewett,  who 
writes  to  Alexander  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn,  24  Nov.  1781,  in  regard  to  the  expense 
of  his  outfit  for  merchant-shipping  service  in  the  West  Indies  (S  W.  vi.,  v.,  45),  and 
a  Scrymgeour  Hewett,  named  in  an  account  for  school  books,  13  April  1787  (ib.  47) 
are,  no  doubt,  sons,  and  there  is  also  a  Mary  Hewett  named  in  a  note  of  annuities 
and  legacies  left  by  the  settlement  of  Janet  Scrymgeour  (Mrs.  Gillespie,  senior, 
post,  p.  176),  dated  1811  (S.W.  vi.,  v.,  54).1 
2.  Jean  Scrymgeour.  She  married  Alexander  Watson,  surgeon  in  Dundee,  and  died, 
leaving  issue,  before  1766,  as  she  is  from  the  first  named  as  deceased  in  the  entails 
of  the  Wedderburn  estates,  1766  —1811  (ut  sup.).  Two  daughters  by  her,  Margaret 
and  Janet  Watson,  are  named  in  the  testamentary  disposition,  23  July  1776,  of 
their  cousin  David  Falconer,  and  in  the  discharge,  7,  17  March  1777,  by  them  to 
his  executor  of  the  sums  left  them  by  him  (S.W.  vi.,  v.,  40-41);  and  she  may  have 
have  had  other  issue.1 

David  Scrymgeour,  eldest  and  only  surviving  son  of  Dr.  Alexander  Scrymgeour 
and  Janet  Falconer,  was,  no  doubt,  born  at  S.  Andrew's,  but  at  what  date  I  have  not 
ascertained  He  is  named  in  his  father's  settlement  of  Newgrange  on  him  and  his  issue, 
4  May,  22  June  1730  (S.W.  viii.,  xii ,  3,  4,  ut  sup.).  He  was  admitted  an  advocate  in 
1731,  and  some  four  years  later  bought  the  estate  of  Birkhill,2  which  has  since  been  the 
residence  of  his  descendants. 

He  seems  to  have  had  a  considerable  practice  at  the  Scotch  bar,  and  is  always  named 
as  "  of  Birkhill,  advocate,"  e.g. ,  4,  16  Feb.  1738,  when  he  is  nominated  advocate  for  the 
town  of  Dundee  in  a  process  between  the  town  and  David  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk,  unless, 
"as  a  near  relative  of  Wedderburn,'3  he  prefers  not  to  act  (D.C.B.  187). 4  From  1736-43 
he  received  the  freedom  of  several  burghs,  viz.,  1736,  of  Aberbrothock ;  1738,  of  Dundee; 
1742,  of  Pittenweem,  Ayr,  and  Stirling;  and  1743,  of  Elgin  (S.W.  ix.,  xiv.,  post,  vol.  ii., 
p.  88).     In  1748,  on  the  abolition  of   heritable  jurisdictions,  he  was  appointed  sheriff 

1  Mr.  Henry  Scryrngeour-Wedderburn,  now  of  Wedderburn  and  Birkhill,  has  no  knowledge  of  any  living 
descendants  of  these  two  aunts  of  his  grandfather's,  and  believes  their  lines  to  be  extinct. 

-  Birkhill,  originally  called  Corbie  or  Corbie-hill,  was  held  in  1655  by  Sir  John  Leslie  of  Newton,  son  of  the 
Hon.  Sir.  John  Leslie,  who  was  fifth  son  of  Andrew,  fourth  Earl  of  Rothes,  and  was  killed  in  the 
storming  of  Dundee  by  General  Monk  in  1651.  Sir  John  of  Newton  m.  Isohel,  daughter  of  George 
Hay  of  Naughton,  and  died  in  1682,  leaving  with  two  sons  (John,  d.  unm.,  Alexander  of  Balcormo, 
d.  s.p.  ?)  four  daughters.  Of  these  the  eldest,  Elizabeth,  m.  William  Dick  of  Grange,  and  had  two 
daughters,  Janet  and  Anna,  of  whom  the  elder,  Janet,  m.  (i.)  Mungo  Carnegie,  advocate,  d.  1705, 
and(ii)  Alexander  Alison,  W.S.,  who  died  1728,  leaving  an  only  surviving  son,  John  Alison,  who  was 
retoured  heir  to  his  father  in  the  lands  and  barony  of  Birkhill  and  got  sasiue  thereof,  recorded  at 
Cupar  18-24  March  1729.  His  father's  estate  was  considerably  involved,  and  was  thus  sold  to 
David  Scrymgeour  in  1735  (S.W.  v.,  ii.,  1-10). 

s  David  Scrymgeour  is  named  as  witnessing  transactions  of  David  Wedderburn  6  April  1743  and  27  Jan, 
1744  (F.S.  114  ;  R.D.  444).  There  is  alsoa  letter  to  him  from  his  brother-in-law,  John  Wedderburn, 
22  Sept.  1744  (S.W.  575). 

4  See  letters  from  Alexander  Grant,  26  Oct.  1768  and  Donald  McQueen,  8  July  1769,  the  latter  of  which 
is  endorsed  by  his  son,  "  From  the  substitutes  and  sheriff  clerk  of  Inverness  after  my  father's 
removal  with  their  acknowledgments  of  gratitude"  (S.W.  vi.,  v.,  29). 
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depute  of  the  county  of  Inverness,1  an  office  which  he  held  till  1768,  when  his  health  Part  n. 
failed  (S.W.  vi.,  v.,  28),  and  he  retired.2     His  portrait  and  that  of  his  wife  are  at  Birkhill.  chaP-  v- 

On  19  Nov.  1753,  he  made  a  disposition  and  nomination  of  tutors  and  curators  to 
his  children,  Alexander,  John,  and  David  (S.W.  587),3  and  ten  years  later,  20  April  1763, 
executed  a  bond  of  provision  to  his  younger  sons,  John,  David,  and  Henry,  and  his 
daughter  Janet,  as  well  as  to  his  sister  Marion  (ib.  613,  and  see  above).  He  is  named,  in 
the  1766-69  entail  of  her  estate  by  Grizel  Wedderbum  of  Wedderburn  (ib.  637  ;  G.S.R. 
144),  and  would  have  succeeded  to  them  had  he  survived  her,  but  died  at  Birkhill,  11  July 
1772. 

He  had  married,  12-13  Aug.  1739,  Katharine  "Wedderburn,  sixth  daughter  of 
Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn,  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness.  The  marriage  contract  is  dated 
at  Dundee,  11  Aug.  (S.W.  568),  and  is  signed  by  the  spouses  and  others  (see  facsimile  of 
her  signature  opp.  p.  72,  of  vol.  ii.).  The  marriage  took  place  immediately  after,  but 
whether  on  the  12th  or  13th,  and  at  Balmerino  or  Dundee,  is  not  clear,  for  it  is  entered 
in  the  register  of  both  parishes.4  Her  husband  soon  after,  8  Oct.  1739,  charged  New- 
grange  with  an  annuity  in  her  favour,  and  she  is  often  named  with  him,  e.g.,  in  the 
entails  of  1766-69.  Upon  the  marriage  of  their  son,  Alexander  Scrymgeour,  in  1771,  her 
husband  (20  Feb.)  made  a  general  conveyance  of  his  estate  to  him  subject  to  certain 
annuities  payable  to  himself  and,  should  she  survive  him,  to  his  wife,  Katharine 
Wedderburn  (S.W.  644-45).  Thus,  there  are  several  receipts,  1787-92,  from  her  to  her 
son  Alexander  for  her  annuity  (S.W.  682).  She  died  at  Birkhill  19  March  1796,  and  was 
buried  at  Balmerino  on  the  23rd  (S.W.  682  ;  J.W.  12).5 

By  her,  David  Scrymgeour  had  issue  four  sons  and  five  daughters  : — 

1.  Alexander  Scrymgeour  (afterwards  Wedderburn).     See  post,  p.  176. 

2.  John  Scrymgeour,    baptized  at  Edinburgh,    30    Nov.    1746  (Ed.B.  42).     He  is 

named  in  his  father's  settlements  of  1753  and  1763  (ut  sup.),  and  was  also  a 
legatee  under  the  will  of  his  cousin,  David  Falconer  (S.W.  652).  He  entered  the  East 
India  Company's  military  service,  going  out  apparently  about  1768,  in  which  year, 
28  March,  he  was  at  Rupert  Street,  London,  and  signed  a  bond  to  his  father  (S.W. 
vi.,  v.,  26).  He  was  at  Benares,  26  Jan.  1788  (ib.  48),  and  in  Bengal,  12  Jan.  1789 
(ib.  49),  but  died  unm.  at  Bangalore  in  March  1791  (J.W.  12). 6  He  is  named  as 
one  of  those  called  to  the  succession  in  the  Wedderburn  entails  of  1766-69  and 
1785,  but  in  that  of  1811  by  his  eldest  brother  (R.D.  458)  his  name  is  omitted, 
on  the  ground  that,  he  having  died  unm.,  it  is  not  necessary  to  include  it.  His 
portrait  in  youth  is  at  Birkhill. 

3.  David  Scrymgeour.     He,  like  his  brother  John,  is  named  in  the  settlements  of 

his  father,  1753  and  1763,  and  in  the  will  of  his  cousin,  David  Falconer.  On 
21  Dec.  1774  he  was  "leaving  the  country,"  and  in  view  of  this  discharged  his 
brother  Alexander  of  his  patrimony.  In  Feb.  1776  he  obtained  an  appointment  in 
the  East  India  Company's  service  as  "  writer  to  Bencoolen,"  which  he  announces  to 
his  sister-in-law,  Elizabeth  Ferguson,  in  a  letter  dated  at  London  12  Feb.  (S.W. 
vi.,  v.,  36).  A  letter,  also  from  London,  dated  5  March  1776,  to  his  brother 
Alexander,  is  expressed  to  be  written  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  abroad,  and 
there  is  another  from  Portsmouth,  dated  10  March  (ib.  37,  38).     He  made  a  will 

1  Perhaps  he  was  thus  intimate  with  his  brother-in-law,  Thomas  Wedderburn,  collector  of  excise  there,  in 

connection  with  whose  affairs  he  is  named,  24  Sept.  1744  (S.W.  576),  14  Nov.  1759  (ib.  598),  and 
9  Aug.  17b'8  (R.A.D.  181).     See  s.  the  account  of  Thomas  Wedderburn,  post,  Part  III.,  chap.  x. 

2  See  also  1744,  submission  by  Alexander  Duncan  of  Lundie  and  David  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk  to  him  of 

a  dispute  as  to  the  thirlage  of  Wester  Gourdie  and  Denmiln,  with  decreet  27  Feb.  1745  (R.D.  353)  ; 
1758,  memorial  for  his  opinion  re  the  Findlays  of  Easter  Lithnot  (i6.  596) ;  10  July  1764,  decreet 
arbitral  by  him  (D.P.B.  594) ;   9  June  1766,  another  such  decreet  (D  C.  102). 

3  The  tutors  are  David  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk,  David  Falconer,  Henry  Scrymgeour,  W.S.,  Robert  Wed- 

derburn of  Pearsie,  James  Paterson  of  Carpow  and  Katherine  Wedderburn,  "  my  beloved  spouse." 

4  See  D.M.  25  and  Balmerino  Par.  Reg.  s.d.  "1739  Aug.  12,  Mr.  David  Scrimgeour  of  Birkhill,  advocate, 

and  Mrs.  Katherine  Wedderburn,  daughter  to  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  baronet,  in 
the  parish  of  Dundee,  gave  up  their  names  for  proclamation  in  order  to  marriage  and  having  been 
orderly  proclaimed  and  nothing  objected  they  were  married."  In  the  Dundee  Reg.  the  date  is  given 
as  Aug.  13. 

6  See  also  Edin.  Evening  Cwrant,  24  March  1796,  "  Died  at  Birkhill  the  19th  current  Mrs.  Katharine  Wed- 
derburn, widow  of  the  late  David  Scrymgeour,  advocate." 

6  See  also  Edin.  Evening  Onurant,  23  Feb.  1792.  "  Died  at  Bangalore,  in  March  last,  Captain  John  Scrym- 
geour, commander  of  the  28th  battalion  of  Sepoys,  second  son  of  the  late  David  Scrymgeour  of 
Birkhill,  Esq." 
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Part  ii.  31  July  1778,  dated  at  "Fort  Marlbro'  in  the  East  Indies"  31  July  1778,  by 

Chap.  v.  -which  he  appointed  his  brother,  Alexander,  his  sole  legatee  (ib.  44),  and  died  unni.  in 

India,  Sept.  1780  (J.W.  12).     His  name,  therefore,  though  occurring  in  the  entails 

of  1766-69  and  1785  is,  like  that  of  his  brother  John,  expressly  omitted  from  the 

entail  of  1811  (ut  sup.).     His  portrait  in  youth  is  at  Birkhill. 

4.  Henry  Scrymgeour,  who  succeeded  his  eldest  brother  Alexander,  as  Wedderburn 

of  Wedderburn,  in  1811.     See  post,  p.  179. 
The  five  daughters  were, 
1,  Grizel ;  2,  Janet ;  3,  Grizel ;  4,  Elizabeth ;  and  5,  Marion.     Of  these  the  eldest 

died,  set.  3  and  the  three  youngest  also  when  quite  young  (J.W.  12),  while  the 

second,  and  only  surviving  one, 

Janet  Scrymgeour,  was  born  about  1747,  although  she  is  not  named  in  her  father's 
disposition  of  1753,  but  only  in  that  of  1763  (ut  sup.).  She  and  her  issue  are 
named,  after  her  brothers  and  the  issue  of  her  brother  Henry,  in  all  the  entails  of 
1766— 1S11  (utsup.).  She  married,  20  May  1776,  after  contract  of  18  May,  in 
which  she  is  described  as  her  father's  only  surviving  daughter,  John  Gillespie,  son  of 
Dr.  John  Gillespie  of  Kirktoun  and  Mountquhannie,  co.  Fife,  and  died  at  Birkhill 
18  March  1811  (J.W.  12),1  having  had  issue  one  son  and  three  daughters,  viz., 
David  (m.  Mary,  d.  of  George  Carnegie  of  Pitarrow),  Margaret  (m.  James 
Carnegie),  and  Elizabeth  and  Mary  Henrietta  who  d.  unmarried.2 

Alexander  Scrymgeour,  afterwards  Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn  [1742 — - 
1 811].  He  was  born  in  1742  (where,  I  have  not  ascertained)  and  was  bred  to  the  law.  On 
20  Dec.  1765  there  is  a  memorial  for  him  to  the  Lords  of  Council  and  Session  desiring  his 
trial  to  be  remitted  to  the  Dean  and  faculty  of  advocates  (S.W.  vni.,  ix.,  92),  which  is,  I 
suppose,  in  connection  with  his  admission  as  an  advocate.  This  took  place  in  1766 
(Adv.  Adm.  6),  after  which  he  is  constantly  described  as  "advocate,"  e.g.,  9  June  1766, 
when  he  and  his  brother  David  witness  a  decreet  arbitral  made  by  their  father  (D.C.  102). 
On  20  Feb.  1771,  in  view  of  his  marriage,  his  father  made  over  his  properties  to  him 
(ut  sup.)  and  on  his  father's  death  in  the  following  year,  he  succeeded  as  his  heir.  He 
is  named  in  the  will  of  his  cousin,  David  Falconer,  23  July  1776,  as  universal  legatee  and 
executor  (S.W.  652)  and  became,  on  his  death,  the  heir  of  line  of  his  great  grandfather, 
Dr.  David  Falconer  of  S.  Andrew's  (ante,  p   173  n.).  . 

On  the  death  of  Grizel  Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn,  7  Nov.  1778,  he  succeeded  to  the 
estates  of  Wedderburn,  Kingennie,  and  Bullion,  both  under  the  provisions  of  her  entail  and 
also  "in  right  of  his  great  grandmother,  who  was  sister  to  her  grandfather  "  (S.W.  653, 
656),  being  thus  her  heir  special  under  the  tailzie  and  general  in  right  of  descent. 
I  have  already  (ante,  p.  168,  n.  3)  dealt  with  his  retours  to  her,  1779-80,  some  opinions  of 
counsel  which  he  took  as  to  the  terms  of  his  succession,  and  with  several  letters,3  etc.  in 
regard  to  the  matter.     Upon    succeeding    he    assumed   the   name  of  Wedderburn,  and 

1  See  also  Sir  William  Fraser's  History  of  the  Carnegics,  pp.  310-11  (Edin.  1867). 
-  Of  the  two  surviving  children  of  Janet  Scrymgeour  and  John  Gillespie, 

1.  The  sou,  David  Gillespie  of  Kirktoun  and  Mountquhannie  (d.   1827),  married  Mary  Carnegie, 

daughter  of  George  Carnegie  of  Pitarrow,  and  had  issue  a  son  and  a  daughter.  Of  these,  the 
son,  David  Gillespie,  now  of  Kirktoun  and  Mountquhannie,  married  Susau  Bethune,  daughter 
of  Lt.-Geu.  Bethune  of  Blebo,  and  had  issue,  1,  David  (b.  1841,  m.  1880  Maria,  daughter  of 
Alexander  Bethune  of  Blebo)  ;  2,  Alexander  (b.  1844)  ;  3,  James  Carnegie  (b.  1845,  m.  1883  Selina 
Elgiva,  dau.  of  F.  L.  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn  ;  post,  p.  183)  ;  and  a  daughter,  Maria  Bethune, 
m.  1872  James  Carnegie  ;  while  the  daughter,  Susan  Gillespie  m.  James  Wemyss  of  Wemyss- 
hall  (b.  1798,  d.  1871)  and  had  issue  two  daughters  (Mary  Carnegie  and  Susan  Jane)  and  three 
sons,  1,  James  (b.  1828,  livings. p.  1897)  ;  2,  David,  m.  1859  Marie  von  Waldenkirk, and  has  issue 
James  Carnegie  (b.  1861,  m.  Mabel  Young  and  d.  1896,  leaving  a  daughter)  and  Edward  Henry, 
b.  1864  ;  and,  3,  Henry,  m.  1857,  Vincent  Sheriff,  and  has  issue  including  a  son  David. 

2.  The  daughter,  Margaret  Gillespie  (d.  1828)  m.  1801  Captain  James  Carnegie,  and  had  issue  two 

sons,  1,  James,  b.  1806,  d.  s.p.  1 851 ;  and,  2,  David,  Strouvar,  co.  Perth,  m.  (a),  1837,  Julie  Zeuthen 
and  had  a  daughter  d.  iuf ,  and  (b),  1845,  Susan  Mary  Anne,  dau.  of  David  Carnegie  of  Gothen- 
burg, by  whom  (d.  1859)  he  had  issue  two  sons,  1,  James,  now  of  Stronvar,  b.  1846  ;  m.,  1872, 
Maria  Bethune  Gillespie  (see  above)  ;  2,  David  Douglas,  b.  1848,  d.  1856  ;  and  a  daughter, 
Julie  Isabella,  m.  1881  Charles  Hope  (son  of  Hon.  Charles  Hope),  now  of  Cowdenknowes,  Earlston, 
co.  Berwick. 
3  His  agent  was  Samuel  Mitchelson,  W.S.  in  Edinburgh,  to  whom  he  granted  a  factory  dated  at  Bristol 

31  May  1779  (R.D.  434)  and  who  was  in  communication  with  John  Ure  of  Forfar  anent  his  service 

(S.W.  656-59). 
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Pedigree  of  the  descent  from  John  Scrymgeour  of  Eirktoun  and  Maidelene  Wedderburn, 

m.  1659. 


Part  II. 
Chap  V. 


John  Scrym- 
geour, b,  30 
Jan.  1661  ;  d. 
s.p. 


John   Scrynigeour=j=Maidelene,  dau.  of  Ales.  Wedderburn 


of  Kirktoun. 


of  Kingennie  and  Easter  Powrie. 
(Marriage  contract  1659.) 


Alexander  Scrym- 
geour, b.  12  Jan. 
1663  ;  d.  s.p. 


James  Scrym- 
geour, b.  14 
Jan.  1664  ;  d. 
sp. 


Alexander^Janet,  only  da.  of  Dr.  David     Joan. 


Scrymgeour, 
b.   1669. 


Falconer  (marriage  contract 
16  Sept.  1697). 


David  Scrymgeour, =|=Catharine,  dau.  of  Sir  Alexander     James  Marion,  m. 

advocate, of  Birkhill,  I  Wedderburn,  4th  Bart,  of  Black-     Scrymgeour,     George  Hewett. 
d.  11  July  1772.        j  ness,  d.  19  March  3  796.  d.s.p.  vL 


1 

Janet,   m.    Alex- 
ander Watson. 
4> 


.  Alexander  Scrym- 
geour, born  1742, 
succeeded  his  cou- 
sin Grizel  Wedder- 
burn in  Wedder- 
burn 1778.  Died 
1811,  s.p. 


=Elizabeth, 
dau.  of 
James 
Ferguson, 
of  Pitfour. 
Died  1810. 
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Part  ii.  quartered  the  Scrymgeour  with  the  Wedderburn  arms.1  He  also,  if  he  had  not  already 
Chap.  v.  (jone  g0  on  n;s  father's  death,  ceased  to  practice  at  the  bar,  and  settled  down  at  Birkhill, 
where  he  managed  his  own  estates,  as  well  as  one  adjoining  Birkhill  and  belonging  to  Sir 
Laurence  Dundas  (first  Earl  of  Zetland).  He  also  kept  a  pack  of  fox  hounds  at  Birkhill,  being 
"  the  first  person  to  keep  hounds  in  the  East  or  North  of  Fife  "  {Records  of  the  Fife  Fox 
Hounds,  by  Lieut.-Col.  Babington,  p.  13.,  Edin.,  Blackwood,  1883).  This  pack  was  kept  by 
him  from  at  least  as  early  as  1786  down  to  1800,  when  the  hounds  went  to  Mountquhannie 
■where  his  relative  Mr.  Gillespie  kept  them  till  1802.  "Mr.  Wedderburn  did  not  hunt 
more  than  about  three  days  a  fortnight,  and  seldom  more  than  ten  miles  from  home.  He 
did  not  send  out  cards,  but  told  the  field  where  the  next  meet  was,  and  at  least  upon  one 
occasion  the  precentor  in  the  parish  church  of  Balmerino  announced  a  meet  of  the  fox 
hounds  after  the  service.  Having  quarrelled  with  his  huntsman  and  whip,  Mr.  Wedder- 
burn once  took  out  the  hounds  to  exercise  by  himself,  they  got  away  from  him  and  he  was 
occupied  till  midnight  in  getting  them  together  again.  On  non-hunting  days  he  often 
used  to  work  with  his  own  hands  in  a  quarry,  or  plant  trees,  and  he  kept  the  workmen's 
hours"  (ibid.). 

There  are  several  references  to  his  acquisition  of  and  dealing  with  his  own  and  other 
properties.  Thus  13  Nov.  1779,  he  got  sasine  of  an  annual  rent  of  £1,000  stg.  out  of  the 
lands  of  Milnhill,  which  he  almost  at  once  renounced  in  favour  of  the  Crichtons  of  Milnhill 
(G.R.S.  84-85);  1786  Nov.  29,  Dec.  19,  he  got  a  disposition  and  sasine  of  a  South  Nethergait 
tenement  in  Dundee  (D.P.B.  599  ;  D.D.  136)  and  in  the  following  year,  in  1787-88,  sold 
a  house  in  the  Old  Assembly  Close,  Edinburgh  which  he  had  owned  up  to  that  time 
(Orig.  letters  at  Birkhill).  The  South  Nethergait  property  was  still  his  5  Aug.  1797 
when  he  granted  a  license  to  Captain  Laird  to  build  against  the  wall  of  his  house 
(D.P.B.  603).2 

He  was  much  respected  by  his  family,  and  was  thus  constantly  nominated 
as  a  curator  and  trustee,  e.g.,  6  Oct.  1792,  to  the  children  of  James  Graham  of  Meathie 
(D.D.  144);  and  1800-1803,  to  those  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Balindean  (Bl.  82,  83) 
upon  whose  death  he  was  often  consulted  both  by  their  mother  and  their  brother,  Sir 
David  (S.W.  688-89,  694-96).  There  are  also  various  letters  to  him  from  members  of  his 
family,  e.g.,  from  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Balindean,  1773—1803  (S.W.  649,  655,  681, 
686);  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  1787—1807-11  (ib.  673,  692,  697) ;  young  James 
Graham  of  Meathie,  1794  (ib.  679),  and  Sir  John  Wedderburn-Halkett,  1787  (ib.  674-75). 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  Lord  Chancellor  Loughborough,  also  often  corresponded  with  him 
in  regard  to  the  Fife  elections  in  1779,  1795,  and  1802  (ib.  654,  680,  685),  and  some 
letters  passed  between  them  also  in  regard  to  the  family  history  in  which  the  Chancellor 
had  always  taken  a  deep  interest  and  which  he  desired  to  see  clearly  proved  and  accurately 
recorded  (S.W.  G65-68). 

He  at  one  time  contemplated  making  out  his  claim  to  the  peerages  of  Dundee  and 
Dudhope,  and  began  to  put  his  papers  in  order  with  that  view,  but  seems  never  to  have 
had  them  completely  inventoried,  and  thus  attempted  to  construct  a  sufficient  pedigree 
on  insufficient  materials.  A  bond  which,  20  Dec.  1789,  he  gave  to  John  Brown  of  Coalston 
in  connection,  apparently,  with  the  proposed  prosecution  of  his  claim,  inaccurately 
narrates  his  descent.  (R.D.  445). 3 

In  May  1803  he  executed  a  deed  of  entail  of  his  properties  of  Wedderburn  and 
Birkhill,  etc.,  which  he  petitioned  to  have  recorded  in  the  Register  of  Tailzies  7  March 
1807  (S.W.  690).  I  have  not  searched  this  register,  but  it  was  registered  in  the  Register 
of  Deeds  5  July  1811  (S.W.  690),  and  follows  the  old  entails  of  1766  and  1785  except  that 
certain  persons  named  in  the  earlier  documents  who  had  since  died  unmarried  or  without 
issue  are  now  omitted,  and  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  and  John  Wedderburn  of 
Spring  Garden  and  their  issue  are  now  called  nominatim,  to  the  succession  (R.D.  458). 
At  the  same  time,   10  May  1803,  he   executed  a  bond  of  provision  in  favour  of  the  six 

1  He  obtained  a  charter  of  Kingennie  from  Archibald  Douglas  of  Douglas  in  favour  of  himself,  and  his 
issue,  and  his  two  surviving  brothers,  John  and  Henry,  6  May  1785  (S.W.  670-71),  on  which  sasine 
did  not  follow  till  3  Sept.  1806  (S.W.  693). 

-  See  also  7  July  1789  disposition  by  hiin  of  some  lands  in  Balmerino  to  Charles  Morrison  of  Naughton 
<R.D.  449),  10  June  1792  letter  to  him  from  Thomas  Davidson  anent  the  late  David  Brisbane  (S.W. 
676)  ;  4  Feb.  1793  memorandum  as  to  the  teinds  of  his  lands  (S,W.  677)  ;  and  10,  12  May  1807  a 
tack  by  him  to  Peter  Simpson  of  the  lands  of  Wester  Gourdie  for  nineteen  years  at  £594.  13.  4.  a 
year  (R  D.  456). 

3  See  as  to  this  claim,  post,  pp.  185  seqq. 
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daughters1  of  his  brother  Henry,  which  was  also  registered  5  July  1811  (R.D.  459  a).     A  Part  II. 
bond  of  annuity  to  two  of  his  principal  servants,  made,  30  June  1811,  in  his  last  illness,  is  chaP  v* 
registered  on  the  same  date  (ib.  459  b). 

He  died  at  Edinburgh  4  July  1811  (S.W.  698  a;  J.W.  12),  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  his  only  surviving  brother  Henry  who  was  retoured  heir  to  him  6  Sept.  1811  (R.H.  47). 
He  had  married,  2  March  1771  (J.W.  12),  Elizabeth  Ferguson,2  second  daughter  to 
James  Ferguson,  a  lord  of  session  under  the  title  of  Lord  Pitfour  (by  his  wife,  Anne 
Murray,  daughter  to  Alexander,  fourth  Lord  Elibank).  The  marriage  contract  and  a 
settlement  {ut  sup.)  on  him  by  his  father  in  view  of  his  marriage  are  both  dated  20  Feb. 
1771  (S.W.  644-45).  By  her,  who  was  bom  7  June  1742,  died  at  Pitfour  13  Oct.  1810 
(J.  W.  12  ;  Scot's  Mag.,  1771,  p.  878),  and  was  buried  with  her  husband  at  Balmerino,  he 
had  no  issue.3  There  is  a  full  length  portrait  of  her,  and  another  of  her  husband  at 
Birkhill,4  and  a  facsimile  of  his  signature  faces  p.  72  of  vol.  ii. 

Henry  Scrymgeour,  afterwards  Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn  [1755 — 1841], 
fourth  and  youngest,  but  ultimatelv  only  surviving,  son  of  David  Scrymgeour  of  Birkhill, 
was  born  3  Nov.  1755  (S.W.  698  ;  J.W.  18).  In  about  October  1773  (S.W.  649)  he  went 
out  to  Jamaica,  where  members  of  his  mother's  family  had  been  established  since  the  '45, 
and  were  now  prosperous.  He  there  owned  an  estate  called  the  Baulk ;  became  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  continued  to  reside  till  1790-91,  when  he  returned  home. 

On  the  death  of  his  brother  Alexander,  s.p.,  in  1811,  he  succeeded  him  in  the  family 
estates  and  assumed  the  name  and  arms  of  Wedderburn  in  addition  to  his  own,  being 
thus  the  tenth  of  the  name  in  successive  ownership  of  Kingennie,  eighth  of  Easter  Powrie, 
and  fifth  "of  Wedderburn."6  He  was  also,  as  we  have  seen,  retoured  heir  general  to  his 
brother,  6  Sept.  1811  tit  sup.),  and  soon  after,  15  Jan.,  17  April  1812,  obtained  a  charter 
and  sasine  of  Kingennie  in  favour  of  himself  and  the  substitutes  named  in  his  brother's 
(1803)  entail  (S.W.  699-700).  Later  on,  15  Jan.  1815,  he  was  retoured  heir  to  his  great 
uncle,  John  Falconer  of  Allanhill,  through  whom  he  inherited  the  lands  of  Wester  Little 
Kinneir,  par.  Kilmany,  co.  Fife  (S.W.  via.,  xii.,  25,  26),  and  in  the  will  of  whose  son,  David, 
he  had  been  named  as  a  legatee  many  years  back,  23  July  1776  (S.W.  652). 6  From  his 
brother's  death  until  his  own  death,  thirty  years  later,  he  resided  chiefly  at  Birkhill7  and 
at  Edinburgh  (17,  Abercromby  Place). 

In  1820,  when  preparations  were  being  made  for  the  coronation  of  George  IV.,  he 
put  in  a  claim  to  act  at  the  coronation  as  Hereditary  Royal  Standard  Bearer  of  Scotland. 
In  this  matter  he  acted  at  the  instance  and  with  the  help  of  my  grandfather  (the  J.W.  so 
often  named  in  this  book),  then  in  London,  who  drew  up  and  presented  his  petition  to  the 
committee  of  Privy  Council,  then  sitting  as  a  Court  of  Claims  in  regard  to  the  ceremony. 
The  ground  of  his  claim  was,  of  course,  his  position  as  heir  male  of  the  last  Earl  of 
Dundee  and  his  predecessors,  who,  from  an  early  period,  had  been  hereditary  royal  standard 
bearers  of  the  Scottish  Kings.  The  consideration  of  his  petition  and  other  coronation 
business  was  delayed,  "  the  Queen's  affairs  having  temporarily  checked  all  proceedings  of 
this  nature,  nor  will  they  be  attended  to,  till  she  is  disposed  of  "  (Letter  J.  W.  to  H.S.W. 

1  At  this  date  (1803)  Henry  Scrymgeour  had  only  six  daughters  and  a  son  David,  who  died  in  the  following 

year.     Three  other  sons  and  two  other  daughters  were  born  later.     See  post,  pp.  181-82. 

2  She  is  named  in   the  family  register  of   Sir  John  Wedderburn  of    Balindean   as   godmother   to   his    - 

daughter  Margaret,  1  July  1772  (Bl.  93). 

3  There  are  at  Birkhill  a  large  number  of  letters  between  him  and  his  wife,  eloquent  of  their  mutual 

attachment  throughout  the  forty  years  of  their  married  life  ;  as  well  as  a  bundle  of  about  two 
hundred  addressed  to  Elizabeth  Ferguson  by  members  of  her  family  both  before  and  after  her 
marriage  from  1760  up  to  the  time  of  her  death,  and  a  family  register  in  her  hand,  recording  the  dates 
of  the  birth  of  her  parents  and  their  children.  The  letters  are  interesting  as  giving  the  manners 
and  feelings  of  the  time,  and  contain  a  good  deal  of  matter  relating  to  the  families  of  her  maternal 
aunts,  Barbara  m.  Sir  James  Johnstone  of  Westerhall,  Helen  m.  Sir  J.  Stewart  of  Grandtully,  and 
also  to  other  members  of  her  mother's  family.     There  is  a  miniature  of  her  mother  at  Birkhill. 

4  A  photographic  reproduction  of  that  of  her  husband  is  given  in  the  Records  of  the  Fife  Foxhounds, 

already  quoted. 

5  He  had,  of  course,  been  named  as  a  substitute  in  the  Wedderburn  entails  and  charters  of  1766-69,  1785, 

and  1803  (S.W.  625-26-27,  637-38,  671 ;  G.S.R.  144  ;  F.S.  129  ;  R.D.  458).     A  memorial  or  case  for 

opinion  re  these  entails  is  dated  3  July  1813  (S.W.  701). 
B  See  as  to  the  Falconer  family,  ante,  p.  173,  n.  4. 
'  He  was  appointed  a  Deputy  Lieutenant  for  Fife,  in  1811   and  was  (says  J.  W.  in  his  MS.)   "of  course,  a 

freeholder,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  commissioner  of  supply  for  the  counties  of  Angus  and  Fife,  and 

a  freeholder  of  Dundee,  by  virtue  of  the  old  residence  in  the  Nethergait  {Angus  Almanack  1837)." 
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Part  n.  8  Feb.  1821)1;  but  at  length,  2  July  1821,  the  Privy  Council,  while  they  postponed 
Op.  v'  without  decision  his  right  to  appear  at  the  coronation,  approved  his  hereditary  title  to  the 
office  he  claimed,  and  he  was  presented  as  royal  standaVd  bearer  at  the  King's  levee  at  Edin- 
burgh in  the  following  year.  The  office  is  now  held  by  his  grandson  and  successor,  whose 
attendance  as  Hereditary  Royal  Standard  Bearer  of  Scotland,  together  with  that  of 
the  other  great  Scottish  officers  of  state,  was  commanded  by  the  Queen  when  Her 
Majesty  unveiled  the  statue  of  the  Prince  Consort  in  Charlotte  Square,  Edinburgh, 
17  Aug.  1876.2 

Like  his  brother  Alexander,  he  at  one  time  contemplated  establishing  his  right  to  the 
Earldom  of  Dundee  and  Viscountcy  of  Dudhope  before  the  House  of  Lords,  and  continued 
to  some  extent  the  investigation  begun  by  his  brother,  with  the  assistance  of  the  eminent 
Scotch  peerage  lawyer,  Mr.  J.  Riddell,  but  beyond  this  took  no  active  steps.3 

He  took  much  interest  in  the  preparation  by  J.  W.  of  his  printed  memoir  of  the  Wedder- 
burns  and  gave  him  every  opportunity  and  information  in  his  power,  but  the  mass  of  docu- 
ments in  his  possession  relating  to  the  Wedderburns  seems  to  have  remained  practically 
unexamined.4  Several  letters  passed  between  them  on  the  subject  (S.W.  705,  706  ;  J.W. 
12,  13),  and  there  are  also  some  letters  to  Henry  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  from 
other  members  of  the  family,  incidentally  containing  notes  of  family  matters,5  which  I 
have  made  use  of  in  the  accounts  of  those  to  whom  they  refer.  At  one  time,  17  Feb.  1835 
(S.W.  721),  there  was  talk  between  him  and  my  grandfather,  then  at  Auchterhouse,  near 
Dundee,  of  his  restoring  the  Wedderburn  monuments  in  the  Howff,  but  nothing  was  done, 
and  we  can  only  regret  that  this  work  was  left  untouched  till  nearly  sixty  years  later 
(1892-93),  when  the  condition  of  the  so  long  neglected  stones  had  become  hopelessly  bad 
(see  post,  s.  the  Chapter  on  the  Howll). 

Mr.  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  died  at  Edinburgh  20  Eec.  1841  {Gent.  Mag.  vol.  xvii., 
p.  228).  There  is  a  fine  portrait  of  him  at  Birkhill,  painted  by  Raeburn  in  1822,°  as  well 
as  one  of  his  wife  by  George  Watson,  and  a  group  by  the  latter  artist  of  three  of  his  children 
(Frederick,  Matilda,  and  Euphemia)  when  young.  There  are  also  miniatures  of  most  of 
his  daughters  at  Birkhill.     A  facsimile  of  his  signature  is  given  opposite  p.  72  of  vol.  ii. 

He  had  married  at  Edinburgh,  5  April  1793,7  Mary  Turner  Maitland,8  eldest 
daughter  to  Captain  the  Hon.  Frederick  Lewis  Maitland,  R.N.,  sixth  son  of  Charles,  sixth 

1  This  and  other  letters  on  the  subject  are  iu  the  Serynigeour- Wedderburn  Charter  Chest,  vi.,  xii.,  128-38, 

and  see  J.W.  15. 

2  See  letters  to  him  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  28  July,  1,  2  Aug.  1S76,  now  at  Birkhill.     Among  the  other 

officers  of  state  who  attended  with  him  were  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal  (Marquis  of  Lothian), 
the  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  (Earl  of  Selkirk),  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  Lord  Clerk  Register,  Lord 
Justice  General,  and  Lord  Advocate;  the  hereditary  Standard  Bearer  (Earl  of  Lauderdale)  and  the 
hereditary  Armour  Bearer  (Sir  H.  J.  Setou-Stewart,  Bart.). 
:i  When  I  came  to  examine  the  Charter  Chest  and  collect  together  all  the  material  Scrymgeour  and  Wed- 
derburn documents,  either  in  it  or  at  Birkhill,  I  found  that  Mr.  Riddell  had  inventoried  barely  one 
sixth  of  the  documents  now  in  the  chest.  See  vol.  ii.,  pp.  3  and  84-88,  where  it  appears  that  there 
are  now  some  2,500  papers,  out  of  which  Mr.  Riddell  inventoried  371. 

4  Alexander  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  had  made  a  cursory  examination  for  Lord  Loughborough  in  1782, 

and  had  then  drawn  up  a  list  of  some  twenty-five  Wedderburn  documents  (S.W.  669),  which  J.  W. 
seems  also  to  have  examined  ;  but  the  greater  mass,  if  looked  at.  were  not  dealt  with. 

5  See  S.W.  702,  703,  707-9,  711,  714,  715,  716,  718,  721  ;  and  J.W.  11-20  ;  for  letters  to  him  from  J.W. 

and  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie.  There  are  also  some  letters  from  Sir  James  Webster- 
Wedderburn,  viz.,  6  March  1824,  asking  him  to  be  a  trustee  of  his  marriage  settlement  which  H.S.W. 
declined  (S.W.  712-13)  ;  16  Dec.  1829,  to  give  evidence  as  to  Sir  James'  (supposed)  claim  to  the 
Blackness  baronetcy  (post,  Part  III.,  chap,  ix.)  and  also  in  the  Wedderburn  suit  (see  post,  ibid.), 
but  H.S.W.  does  not  seem  to  have  encouraged  the  correspondence. 

fi  The  receipt  for  this  picture  is  at  Birkhill.  It  is  dated  24  April  1822,  and  the  price  of  the  picture  was 
eighty  guineas. 

T  There  is  a  family  register  in  his  hand  in  an  old  (1762)  Bible  at  Birkhill,  beginning  "  Henry  Scrymgeour  and 
Mary  Turner  Maitland  were  married  at  Edinburgh  on  the  fifth  day  of  April  1793,"  after  which  there 
follows  a  list  of  their  children  in  the  above  account  of  whom  the  entries  relating  to  them  are  quoted. 
The  numbers  after  each  name  give  the  priority  of  the  children  irrespective  of  their  sex.  The 
Edinburgh  Parish  Register  not  having  been  searched  for  the  name  of  Scrymgeour,  the  entries  of 
H.S.W.'s  marriage  and  his  children's  births,  are  not  given  in  vol.  ii.,  pp.  499  seq. 

8  Her  father  died  16  Dec.  1786  (S.W.  698),  having  married  28  Aug.  1767.  Her  mother  was  Margaret  Dick 
Makgill,  heiress  of  Rankeillour  and  Lindores,  co.  Fife,  a  descendant  of  the  same  family  as  Jean 
McGill,  who  married  John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun  in  1624  (ante,  p.  170).  It  appears  that  James 
McGill  of  Rankeillour  who  had  made  a  settlement  of  his  property  in  1738,  d.s.p.,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  sister  Isobel  McGill  who  m.  the  Rev.  William  Dick  of  Cupar  and  d.  13  Jan.  1787 
(S.W.  698),  and  was  succeeded  by  her  grand-daughter  Margaret  Maitland-Makgill,  who  d.  17  March 
1825  {Maitland-Makgill  Papers,  S.W.,  VII.,  ii.,  B.  1-5). 
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Earl  of  Lauderdale,  and  by  her,   who  was  born  24  Oct.    1768   (S.W.  698)  and  died  at  Part  1 1. 
Birkhill  21  Oct.   1851  (Gent.  Mag.  vol.  xxxvi.,  p.   668),  had  issue  four  sons  and  eight  chap  v- 
daughters,  of  whom,  as  we  shall  see,  only  one  son  (the  youngest,  Frederick)  survived,  and 
only  one  daughter  (Mathilda)  had  issue. 

Of  the  sons, 

1.  "David  Scrymgeour  (6th)  was  born  at  Gayfield  Place,  Edinr,  17th  August  1799. 

Register'd  in  the  West  Church,  parish  of  S'  Cuthbert.  Died  at  Ely,  Fifeshire, 
9th  April  1804."1 

2.  "Alexander  Scrymgeour  (9th)  was  born  in  Duke  Street,  Edinr,  16th  December 

1805.     Died  16th  February  1806."     (See  also  J.W.  11.) 

3.  "Alexander  Scrymgeour  (10th)  was  born  in  Duke  Street,  Edinr,  on  the  3rd  day 

of  January  1807.  Register'd  in  S*  Andrew's  parish,  Edin1',  6th  March  1807.  Died 
at  Edinr  on  the  7th  February  1820."  He  died  in  Abercromby  Place  of  fever. 
(See  Gent.  Mag.,  xc,  pt.  i.,  p.  282  ;  S.W.  708-10  ;  J.W.  14). 

4.  "Frederick  Louis  Scrymgeour  (11th)  was  born  in  Duke  Street,  Edinr  on  the 

4th  day  of  March  1808.  Register'd  in  S*  Andrew's  Church  parish,  Edin1',  6th 
August  1811."  He  succeeded  his  father  as  only  surviving  son,  and  carried  on  the 
line  of  the  family.     See  post,  p.  182. 

while  of  the  daughters, 

1.  "  Margaret  Louisa  Scrymgeour  (1st)  was  born  at  Edinr  21  Jan^  1794."     She 

is  named  in  her  uncle  Alexander's  bond  of  provision  1803  (R.D.  458).  She  married 
at  Birkhill,  27  July  1842  (Gent.  Mag.,  xviii.,  420),  Alexander  Smith,  W.S.  in 
Edinburgh  (son  of  Thomas  Smith,  one  of  the  principal  clerks  of  the  bills).  By 
him,  who  died  3  Aug.  1868,  set.  82,2  she  had  no  issue.  She  resided,  after  his  death, 
at  18,  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  where  she  died,  10  .lau.  1876.     Buried  there. 

2.  "  Catharine  Scrymgeour  (2nd)  was  born  at  Edinr  22d  Jany  1794,"  being  thus 

twin  with  her  sister  Margaret.3  Also  named  in  the  said  bond  of  provision  (utsup.). 
She  married,  4  Dec.  1814  (S.W.  702),  Captain  Robert  Cathcart,  R.N.,  of  Carbieston 
and  Pitcairlie,  co.  Fife,  but  by  him,  who  died  Nov.  1833  (J.W.  19),  had  no  issue. 
She  died  at  Edinburgh,  12  April  1880,  and  was  buried  at  Pitcairlie. 

3.  "  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  Scrymgeour  (3d)  was  bom  at  Edinr  19th  Feb^  1795 

Register'd  S.  Andrew's  Church,  Edinr."  She  also  is  named  in  the  bond  of  provision 
(ut  sup.).  She  died  unmarried  at  Macao  in  China  23  Aug.  1838,  and  was  buried 
24  Aug.  in  the  English  burying  ground  there  by  the  chaplain  of  H.M.S. 
"Wellesley."     (Doctors'  Commons  Burials,  ii.,  p.  529).4 

4.  "  Jannette  Scrymgeour  (4th)  was  born  at  Ramornie,  Fifeshire,  5th  Aug.  1796. 

Register'd  at  Kettle  church,  Fifeshire."  See  again  the  bond  of  provision  (ut  sup.). 
She  resided  for  many  years  at  Nairn,  co.  Inverness,  and  died  at  Birkhill  4  Feb. 
1883  (Times,  Feb.  7  1883).  Confirmation  of  her  will,  dated  26  Aug.  1875,  and 
registered  in  the  Fife  Commissariot  17  March  1883,  was  granted,  at  Cupar,  to 
Henry  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn,  her  nephew  and  executor  (L.W.  48). 

5.  "Mary  Turner  Scrymgeour  (5th)  was  born  at  Ramornie,  Fifeshire,  6th  March 

1798.  Register'd  at  Kettle  Church,  Fifeshire."  She  again  is  named  in  the  above 
bond  (ut  sup).  She  married  Thomas  Smith,  Physician  General  in  the  East  India 
Company's  service,  but  by  him,  who  predeceased  her,  had  no  issue.  After  his  death 
she  lived  at  West  Grange,  Edinburgh,  where  she  died  25  March  1887  (Times, 
28-29  March  1887).  She  was  buried  at  Edinburgh.  Confirmation  of  her  will  was 
granted  by  the  Edinburgh  Commissariot,  13  April  1887  (L.W.  53). 

6.  "Isabella  Scrymgeour  (7th)  was  born  at  Gayfield  place,  Edinr,  10th  March  1801. 

Died  at  Edinr  18th  April  1826."  See  again  the  bond  of  provision  (ut  sup.),  and 
J.W.  20,  where  the  day  of  her  birth  is  given  as  19th  April. 

1  J.W.  says  that  he  and  his  two  next  brothers  were  buried  at  Ealmeriuo. 

2  See  the  History  of  Writers  to  the  Signet-     He  had  married  first,  1  June  1830.  Mary,  daughter  of  James 

Christie  of  Durie,  co.  Fife. 

3  Their  father's  register  adds  below  their  names  "  Both  registered,  S.  Andrew's  Church,  Edin." 

4  She  is  described  as  "  Elizabeth  Scrymgeour  Wedderburn  of  Birkhill,  Balmerino,  Fife,  set.  43."     There  is  a 

note  of  her  death,  in  her  father's  hand,  on  the  cover  of  one  of  his  account  books  at  Birkhill : — "  Aug.  23, 
Daughter  Eliza  W.  S.  died  Morca  (sic)  in  China  in  the  forenoon  of  23rd  Aug.  1838,  of  a  bilious  fever 
of  three  weeks  standing,  got  accounts  of  it  14th  Jan?  1839." 
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Part  ir.         7.   «  Mathilda  Scrymgeour  (Sth)  was  born  in  Duke  Street,  Edinr,  30th  May  1803," 
p'    '  &  died  at  North  Foreland  Lodge,  Broadstairs,  co.  Kent,  3-4  Dec.  1864.     Buried  at 

S.  Peter's,  Isle  of  Thanet.  She  had  married  at  Birkhill,  15  Sept.  1829,  Captain 
Robert  Matthew  Isacke,  in  the  naval  service  of  the  East  India  Company,  eldest  son 
of  Captain  Isacke  (d.  1831),  of  Croomes  Hill,  Greenwich,  co.  Kent,  and  by  him  (who 
died  at  North  Foreland  Lodge,  6  March  1896,  and  was  buried  at  S.  Peter's)  had 
issue  four  sons  and  two  daughters.1 
8.  "Buphemia  Scrymgeour  (12th)  was  born  in  Duke  Street,  Edin1',  on  the  28th 
day  of  September  1809."  She  married  at  S.  Peter's,  Thanet,  co.  Kent,  20  Jan. 
1848  (as  his  second  wife)  John  Scott,  M.D.  and  F.R.C.S.  Edin.,  physician  to  the 
East  India  Company  (Gent.  Mag.,  xxix. ,  422),  and  a  man  of  considerable  note  in 
his  profession.  After  her  marriage  she  lived  in  Stratton  Street,  London,  but  after 
her  husband's  death,  at  the  Angles,  East  Sheen,  co.  Surrey,  where  she  died  3  Feb. 
1881  (Times,  Feb.  1881),  and  was  buried  at  Barnes.  She  left  no  issue,  an  only 
child  of  her  marriage  having  died  soon  after  its  birth.  She  left  a  will,  probate  of 
which,  describing  her  as  domiciled  in  England,  was  granted  22  March  1  SSI  (L.W.  41). 

Frederick  Lewis  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  [1808-74J,  only  surviving  son  of 
his  father,  was  born  at  Edinburgh,  4  March  1808  (ante,  p.  181).  He  was  educated  at  the 
High  School,  Edinburgh,  and  privately  in  Hertfordshire,  after  which  he  entered  the  army, 
as  a  cornet,  in  the  10th  Royal  regiment  (Hussars),  10  June  1826;  was  a  lieutenant  in  1829, 
and  captain,  14  Dec.  1832  ;  but  sold  out  in  1835.  On  his  father's  death  he  succeeded  him 
in  his  estates,2  being  retoured  his  heir,  IS  Nov.  1842  (R.H.  54). 3  It  was  in  his  time  that 
the  old  mansion  house  of  Birkhill  was  enlarged  and  the  present  building,  of  which  an 
illustration  faces  this  page,  erected.  Mr.  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  died  at  Birkhill, 
16  Aug.  1874  (L.W.  34),  and  was  buried  at  Balmerino. 

He  was  twice  married,4 

i.  AtArbuthnott  House,  co.  Kincardine,  26April  1839,to  the  Hon.  Helen  Artauthnott, 
fifth  daughter  of  John,  eighth  Viscount  Arbuthnott,  and  Lady  Margaret  Ogilvy,5  eldest 
daughter  of  Walter,  seventh  Earl  of  Airlie,  and  by  her  (who  died  at  Balgarvie,  co.  Fife, 
23  April  1840,  and  was  buried  at  Balmerino)  had  issue  a  soil  and  successor, 
Henry  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn.  born  18  April  1840.     See  post,  p.  183. 

ii.  At  Hurst  Church,  co.  Berks,   31  August  1852,  Selina  Mary  Garth,  daughter  of 
Captain  Thomas  Garth,  R.N.,  of  Haines  Hill,  co.  Berks  (see  also  Gent.  Mag.,  N.S.,  vol.  38, 
p.  521),  by  whom,  resident  after  her  husband's  death  at  Sandleford  Lodge,  Newbury,  and 
living  (1897)  at  Haines  Hill,  he  had  issue  two  sons  and  three  daughters  : — 
The  sons  were, 

1.  "Frederick  Lewis  Scrymgeour  (4),  born  at  Birkhill  Jany.  9th  1858."  (See  also 
Gent.  Mag.  1858,  vol.  iv.,  p.  206.)  He  died  at  Birkhill  19  Feb.  1865  (Gent.  Mag., 
N.S.,  vol.  iii.,  p.  407).     Buried  at  Balmerino. 

1  Of  these  the  three  elder  sons  were,  i.,  Matthew  Henry  George  Isacke  (b.  1834.  d.  unm.  1856) ;  ii.,  Rohert 
James  Isacke  (b.  1837,  d.  unm.  1869)  ;  iii.,  Fredrick  William  Isacke  (b.  1839,  d.  unm.),  while 
the  youngest  was,  iv.,  Henry  Wedderburn  Isacke  (b.  1841),  living  1897  at  North  Foreland  Lodge, 
m.,  at  Canterbury  1865,  Louisa,  dau.  of  Kev.  —  Chesshyre,  Canon  of  Canterbury,  and  has  had  issue 
eight  sons, 

1,  Robert  Henry;  2,  Frederick  "William  (d.  1873)  ;  3,  Charles  Victor;  4,  Matthew  William 
Stuart ;  5,  Hubert ;  6,  Reginald;   7.  Ernest  (d.  1893)  ;  8,  Clement  (d.  1881). 

The  two  daughters  were  i.,  Mary  Harriet,  b.  1832,  m.  16  Feb.  1854,  Charles  Morse,  barrister-at- 
law  (second  son  of  Charles  Morse  of  Catton  Park,  co.  Norfolk),  by  whom,  who  died  25  March  1883, 
she  had  issue  three  sons  and  three  daughters  (see  Burke's  Landed  Gentry,  1894  ed.,  s.  Morse-Boycott ) 
ii.,  Margaret  Louisa,  b.  1836,  m.  at  Paris,  1869,  J.  Hardy,  captain  9th  Lancers,  by  whom  she  has  issue 
two  daughters,  Maud  EUenora,  m.  Captain  F.  Douglas  Pennant,  K.  R.  Rifles  (see  Burke's  Peerage, 
s.  Penhryn),  and  Helene  Clementina. 

-  He  had  already  been  appointed  a  deputy  lieutenant,  co.  Fife,  1829,  and  co   Forfar,  1830. 

3  I  have  already  dealt  with  his  inaccurate  retour  (R.H.  56)  16-18  March  1864,  to  his  "  great  grand-aunt 

Grizel   Wedderburn  of  Kingeunie,"  ante,  p.  168,  n.  3.     His  eldest   son  was  retoured  heir  to  him 
2-8  Dec.  1874,  and  also  confirmed  executor  to  his  will  (R.H.  59  ;  L  W.  34). 

4  Here  again  there  is  a  family  register  by  him  in  his  father's  Bible  at  Birkhill,  beginning  "  Frederick  Louis 

Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  and  Helen  Arbuthnott  were  married  at  Arbuthnott  House,  April  26th  1839. 
Henry  Scrvmgeour,  their  son,  was  born  at  Balgarvie,  April  18th  1840.  His  mother  died  April  23rd 
1840."  See  also  Gent.  Mag.,  N.S.  (1840),  vol.  xiii.,  pp.  645,  667.  In  quoting  from  the  above  register 
I  have  omitted  the  names  of  the  godparents,  which  are  there  given  in  detail. 
'•>  Her  sister.  Lady  Helen  Ogilvy,  married  in  1797  John  Wedderburn,  afterwards  at  Auchterhouse  (post, 
Part  III.,  chap.  x.). 
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2.   "Alexander  Scrymgeour  (5),  born  at  Birkhill  Sept.  8th  1859."     (See  also  Gent.  Partn. 
Mag.,  1859,  vol.  vii.,  p.  413).     He  entered  the  army,  being  gazetted  Lieutenant  in  CnaP- v- 
the  Royal  Artillery  18  Dec.  187S,  Captain  1  Oct.  1886,  and  Major  1  Oct.  1896; 
was  present  at  the  battle  of  Tel-el-Kebir  in  1882,  and  is  now  (1897)  serving  with 
the  frontier  field  force  in  India. 

while  the  daughters  were, 

1.  "Mary  Scrymgeour  (1),  born  Dec1'  10th  1853  at  Edinburgh."     (Gent.  Mag.,  vol. 

xli.,  p.  76).  She  died  at  Birkhill,  set.  13,  March  15  1867  (Gent.  Mag.,  N.S.,  vol.  iii., 
p.  407).     Buried  at  Balmerino. 

2.  "Charlotte  Louisa  Scrymgeour  (2),  born  at  Portobello,  May  7th  1855.     Living 

(1897)  at  Haines  Hill. 

3.  " Selina  Elgiva  Scrymgeour  (3),  born  at  Birkhill,  August  22nd   1856."     She 

married  at  Sandleford,    Newbury,    co.   Berks,  21    June   1883.      James   Carnegie 

Gillespie,  Captain  (now  Colonel)  R.H.A.,  third  son  to  David  Gillespie  of  Mount- 

quhannie,  Cupar,  Fife  (see  ante,  p.  176,  n.  2).  Living  s.p.  (1897)  at  Weedon,  co. 
Northampton. 

Henry  Scrymgeour-Weddertaurn,  only  child  of  Frederick  Lewis  Scrymgeour- 
Wedderburn,  by  the  Hon.  Helen  Arbuthnott,  was  born  at  Balgarrie,  co.  Fife  18  April 
1840.  He  was  educated  at  Harrow,  after  which  he  joined  the  17th  Leicestershire  regiment 
in  March  1858  ;  was  captain  August  1867,  but  sold  out  in  1868.  He  was  returned  heir 
to  his  father  2-8  Dec.  1874  (R.H.  59). 

He  married,  31  March  1869,  at  S.  Bartholomew's  Church,  Dublin,  Juliana  Braddell, 
youngest  daughter  of  Thomas  Braddell,  Esq.,  of  Coolmelagh,  co.  Wexford,  Ireland,  and  by 
her  has  issue  four  sons  and  six  daughters1  :• — ■ 

The  sons  are, 

1.  "  Henry  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  (3),  born  at  Bh-kbill   28  June  1872.     Re- 

gistered in  Balmerino  parish.  Baptized  in  S.  James'  Church,  Cupar,  Fife,  8  Sept. 
1872."  Educated  at  Crieff  and  Glenalmond.  Entered  the  army  and  joined  the 
Gordon  Highlanders  in  Dec.  1893. 

2.  "Frederick  Lewis  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  (4),  born  at  Birkhill,  27  June 

1874.  Registered  in  Balmerino.  Baptized  in  S.  James'  Church,  Cupar,  Fife, 
9  August  1874."  Went  out  to  Alberta,  Canada,  in  Oct.  1891,  and  having  returned 
home  in  1895,  went  out  again  to  Buenos  Ayres. 

3.  "  Charles  Kenneth  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  (9),   born  at  Birkhill,  29  May 

1887.     Registered  in  Balmerino.     Baptized  at  Birkhill,  11  July  1887." 

4.  "William  Ogilvy  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  (10),  born  at  Birkhill,  22  November 

1894.     Registered  in  Balmerino.     Baptized  at  Birkhill,  3  Jan.  1895." 

while  the  daughters  are, 

1.  "  Helen  Margaret  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn   (1),    born    at    18,    York    Place, 

Edinburgh,  3ld  January  1870.  Birth  registered  in  S.  Andrew's  district,  Edinburgh 
4th  Jan?.  1870.  Baptized  in  S.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church,  Edinburgh,  14th  February 
1870." 

2.  "  Mary  Turner  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  (2),  born  at  Kilmany  Cottage,  Kil- 

many,  Fife,  19th  February  1871.  Registered  in  Kilmany  parish.  Baptized  at 
Kilmany  Cottage  22nd  March  1871." 

3.  "  Anne  Grizel  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  (5),  born  at  Birkhill,  6th  October  1878. 

Registered  in  Balmerino.     Baptized  at  Birkhill,   17th  Decr.    1878." 

4.  "Katherine   Elspeth   Scrymgeour-Wedderburn    (6),    born   at   Birkhill    6th 

November  1879.    Registered  in  Balmerino.    Baptized,  316t  Dec   1879." 

5.  "Juliet  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn    (7),    born    at    Birkhill,    26th    June    1881. 

Registered  in  Balmerino.  Baptized  in  S*  James'  Church,  Cupar,  Fife,  5th  August 
1881." 

6.  "Maud  Kathleen  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  (8),  born  at  Birkhill,  16th  August 

1883.     Registered   in  Balmerino.     Baptized  at   Birkhill,   22nd  September  1883." 

1  I  once  more  quote  from  a  family  Bible  register  at  Birkhill,  headed  ' '  Henry  Scrymgeour  Wedderburn 
married  to  Juliana  Braddell,  on  the  31st  March  1869,  at  S.  Bartholomew's  Church,  Dublin."  In  this 
case  also  I  omit  the  names  of  godparents. 
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Part  II.  NOTE. 

Chap.  \ .  Inscriptions  on  the  Scryrngeour-  Wedderhurn  Monument  at  Balmerino,  co.  Fife  : — ' 

The  Monument  has  three  granite  panels  inscribed  thus  : — 
I.  To  the  memory  of 

Elizabeth  Ferguson,  wife  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Wedderbum  and  Birkhill,  Died  13th  Oct. 

1810.     Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn  and  Birkhill,  Born  1742     Died  4th  July  1811. 
Henry  Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn  and  Birkhill,  Born  3rd  Nov.  1755     Died  30th  Dec.  1841. 
Mary  Turner  Maitland,  wife  of  Henry  Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn  and  Birkhill,  Born  24th  October 

1768,  and  died  21  Oct.  1851. 
II.  To  the  memory  of 

Alexander,  Son  of  Henry  Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn   of   Birkhill  and   Mary   Turner   Maitland, 

Born  3rd  January  1807  and  died  7th  Feby.  1820. 
Isabella,  Daughter  of  Henry  Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn  and  Birkhill  and  Mary  Turner  Maitland. 

Born  10th  March  1801,  and  died  7th  April  1826. 
Elizabeth,    Daughter   of    Henry    Wedderburn   of    Wedderburn   and    Birkhill    and    Mary   Turner 

Maitland     Born  19th  March  1795,  and  died  in  China  23rd  Aug.  1838.     And 
Janet,  Daughter  of  Henry  Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn  and  Birkhill  and  Mary  Turner  Maitland 

Born  5th  August  1796,  and  died  4th  February  1883. 
III.  To  the  memory  of 

The    Honorable  Helen  Arbuthnott,    wife   of  F.  L.   S.  Wedderburn   of  Wedderburn   and   Birkhill 

Born  10th  April  1815,  and  died  23rd  April  1840. 
Frederick  Lewis  Scryrngeour     Born  9th  January  1858.     Died  19th  Feby.  1867, 
Mary  Scryrngeour,  Born  10th  Deer.  1853,  Died  15th  March  1867, 

Children  of  Frederick  L.  S.  Wedderburn  and  Selina  his  wife. 
Frederick    Lewis   Scryrngeour  Wedderburn   of  Wedderburn  and   Birkhill,  Born  4th  March   1808. 

and  died  16th  August  1874. 


1  I  have  numbered  the  panels  in  order  of  the  dates  of  the  inscriptions,  but  in  the  monument  itself  No.  III. 
is  in  the  centre,  with  No.  II.  on  the  right  and  No.  I.  on  the  left. 


Chapter  V. 

Appendix. 
The    Scrymgeours    of  Dcdhope. 

I  have  already  (ante,  p.  169)  referred  to  the  descent  of  the  Scrymgeours  of  Kirktoun  Part  n. 
from  the  Scrymgeours  of  Dudhope,  who,  for  many  years,  were  the  ruling  family  in  Dundee,  Cbap.v. 
where  they  held  the  office  of  hereditary  constables  of  the  burgh,  as  well  as  that  of 
Hereditary  Royal  Standard  Bearers  to  the  Scottish  Kings.  The  chief  of  this  eminent 
family  was,  in  1641,  by  patent  of  15  Nov.,  raised  to  the  peerage  by  the  titles  of  Viscount 
of  Dudhope  and  Lord  Scrymgeour,  with  remainder  to  his  heirs  male,  and  later  on  (in  1661) 
his  grandson  was  created  Earl  of  Dundee.1 

On  his  death,  without  issue  and  with  no  near  male  relatives,  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale 
took  advantage  of  this  fact  and  of  his  own  power,  to  misrepresent  to  the  King  that  the 
Earl  had  died  without  any  heirs  male,  and  thus  obtained  for  his  brother,  Charles  Maitland 
of  Hatton,  a  gift  of  the  Earl's  estaces.  This  is  not  the  place  to  go  into  this  matter,  but  as 
I  have  above  referred  to  the  Scrymgeours  of  Kirktoun  as  heirs  male  to  Scrymgeours  of 
Dudhope,  and  to  the  fact  that  both  Alexander  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  and  his  successor 
(ante,  pp.  178,  180)  began  to  put  in  order  proof  with  a  view  to  establishing  their  rights  to 
the  peerages  of  Dundee  and  Dudhope,  I  add  a  few  general  observations  to  show  how  the 
matter  stands,  without  any  endeavour  to  go  into  details,  which,  if  stated  without  full 
evidence,  might  serve  only  to  confuse  what  may  yet  be  the  subject  of  full  investigation  and 
careful  proof.  In  this  view  I  print  on  p.  186,  in  order  to  place  on  record,  a  copy  of  the 
extract  by  the  clerk  to  the  Privy  Council  of  Scotland  of  the  enrolment  of  the  Dudhope 
patent,  from  which  it  is  clear  that  the  limitations  of  that  patent  were  to  heirs  male.2  This 
being  so,  two  questions  remain, 

(1)  Are  the  Scrymgeours  of  Kirktoun  in  fact  descended  from  a  common  ancestor  with 

the  Scrymgeours  of  Dudhope,  and  if  so,  how  is  that  descent  shown  ? 

(2)  Are  they  now,  by  the  necessary  extinctions  of  senior  branches  being  sufficiently 

shown,  the  senior  branch  of  the  Scrymgeour  family  1 

As  to  the  first  of  these  questions,  I  have  already  (ante,  p.  169)  noted  some  of  the 
evidence,  and  as  to  the  last,  reference  may  be  made  to  the  accounts  of  the  family  given  by 
both  Nisbet  (as  early  as  1742)  and  by  Douglas,  both  of  which  are  printed  below  (pp. 
187  seqq.),  and  still  more  particularly  to  an  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Riddell,  the  eminent 
peerage  lawyer,  that  no  difficulty  arose  on  that  score. 

In  regard  to  both  of  them,  however,  there  are  the  two  important  facts  that  both  have 
already,  in  1821,  been  affirmatively  answered  by  a  committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  sitting 
as  a  court  of  claims  (ante,  p.  179),  since  the  right  of  Henry  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  to 
the  office  of  Hereditary  Royal  Standard  Bearer  rests  on  precisely  the  same  grounds  as  his 
right  to  the  peerage  of  Dudhope,  and  (assuming  the  limitations  to  heirs  male)  to  that  of 
the  Earldom  of  Dundee;  and  further  that  his  right  to  this  office  was,  as  we  have  seen 
(ante,  p.  180),  recognised  and  acted  on  by  the  Crown  in  1876.  It  would  seem  that  these 
facts  should  now  go  far  to  render  further  proof  unnecessary,  but  into  this  matter  I  do  not 
intend  to  go,  while  I  have  not  attempted  to  test  .by  an  examination  of  the  evidence 
available  in  both  the  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  Charter  Chest  and  the  public  records,  the 
accuracy  of  subjoined  accounts  of  the  Dudhope  family  given  by  Nisbet  and  Douglas. 
I  add  these,  however,  as  giving,  no  doubt,  much  that  is  accurate  and  as  providing  a  useful 
groundwork  of  investigation,  if  not  a  history  which  can  be  accepted  without  proof. 

1  It  is  said  that  the  limitations  of  this  patent  are  not  known,  and  no  doubt  no  primary  evidence  of  its 

terms  is  at  present  forthcoming.  Mr.  Riddell,  however,  speaks  of  "  two  old  copies  of  the  signature  of 
the  Patent  of  the  Earldom  of  Dundee  under  the  sign  manual  in  1661,  in  a  MS.  collection  of  such 
signature  in  the  Advocates  Library  and  in  another  in  the  British  Museum  (Harleian  MS.),  which 
give  the  Earldom,  etc.,  to  heirs  male."     I  have  not  investigated  these  documents. 

2  The  patent  was  written  to  the  Great  Seal,  in  the  index  to  which  occurs  "  Diploma  Johannis  Vieecomitis 

de  Dudhope,  Dom.  Scrimgeour  15  Nov.  1641,"  although  in  the  place  of  reference,  at  the  beginning 
of  vol.  57  of  the  Register,  twelve  leaves  are  missing,  destroyed,  it  is  said,  by  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale, 
who,  however,  forgot  the  existence  of  the  index. 

2  A 
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Part  ii.     Extract    (30  Nov.   1641)    by  the  Clerk  to  the  Privy  Council  op  Scotland  of  the 

Chap.  v.  v  ' 

App.  enrolment   of    Patent    creating    Sir   John    Scrimgeour   of    Duddop    Viscount 

Duddop  and  Lord  Scrimgeour  with  remainder  to  his  heirs  male. 

Apud  Edinburgh  ultimo  die  mensis  Novemhris  anno  Domini  millesimo  sexcentesimo 

quadragesimo  primo. 

The  ichilk  day  Joh(n)  Earle  of  Loudoun  Lord  high  Chancellor  of  this  kingdome 
produced  and  exhibite  (sic)  before  the  lord(s  o)f  privie  counsell  a  patent  under  his 
Mateis  great  seale  of  the  date  at  Halyrudhous  the  fyftene  of  November  instant  whereby 
his  Matie  for  the  good  and  faithfull  service  done  be  his  trustie  and  welbelouit  Sr  Johne 
Scrimgeour  elder  of  Duddop  Constable  of  Dundie  and  his  progenitors  to  his  Matle  and 
his  predecessors  of  eternall  memorie  (for  the  which  they  were  honnoured  with 
the  heretable  title  of  The  King's  standard  bearers)  Being  willing  to  bestow  some 
farther  degree  of  honnour  upon  the  said  Sr  John  Thairfoir;t  his  Matie  lies  made 
Constitute  and  Great  him  and  his  heirs  male  lawfullie  gottin  or  to  be  gottin  of  his 
bodie  qlks  failleing  his  heirs  male  whatsomeuer  Viscounts  of  Duddop  and  Lords 
Scrimgeour  As  the  said  patent  of  the  date  foresaid  more  fullie  proports  Quhilk 
being  read  heard  and  considderit  be  the  saids  lords  :  and  they  acknowledging  his 
Mateis  royal  remembrance  of  the  said  Sr  Johne  and  his  predecessors  thair  faithfull 
service  They  have  ordained  and  ordains  him  and  his  heirs  male  lawfullie  gottin 
or  to  be  gottin  of  his  bodie ;  and  failleing  thairof  his  heirs  male  whatsomeuer,  to 
be  called  in  all  time  comming  Viscounts  of  Duddop  and  Lords  Scrimgeour,  and  to 
have  place  voice  and  precedence  in  all  parliaments  generall  councells  publict  and 
privat  meetings  amonge  the  viscounts  of  this  kingdom  According  to  the  date  of 
the  patent  foresaid  Quhilk  patent  the  said  lord  Chancellor  delivered  to  Sr  Patrick 
McKie  of  Larg  in  name  of  the  said  viscount  of  Duddop  ;  which  the  said  Sr  Patrick 
being  personallie  pnt  receaved  with  all  humilitie  upon  his  knees.  Extractum  de  libris 
actorum  secreti  consilii  S  D  N  Regis  per  me  Archibaldum  Primerose  clericum  ejusdem 
sub   meis   signo    et   subscriptione   manualibus 

Arch  Primerose    Cler.    S.   Cons. 


[This  important  document  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  at  Birkhill.  It  is 
endorsed  "  10  Dec.  1778,  Registered  in  the  Books  of  Session  as  a  probative  writ,"  having  been  so  registered 
by  Alexander  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn,  when  he  first  thought  of  proving  the  peerage  claim. 
It  is  now  mounted  on  linen  and  the  edges  bound  with  green  silk,  in  order  to  preserve  it.  In  size  it  is  11  j 
inches  wide  by  14^  inches  long.  It  is  in  the  handwriting  of  the  time,  except  the  words  here  given  in  italics, 
which  are  written  in  a  plainly  and  rather  larger  hand.  In  the  first  two  lines  the  n  in  "John  "  and  the 
s  and  o  in  "  lords  of  "  are  covered  with  a  good  sized  blot,  appparently  of  the  same  age  as  the  writing.] 
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I.    SCRYMGEOURS    OF    DUDOP. 
(Reprinted  from  A  System  of  Heraldry,  by  Alexander  Nisbet,  vol.  ii.,  App.,  p.  49,  Edin.,  1742). 

In  the  first  volume  of  this  System,  page  294, '   I  gave  a  short  account  of  the  rise  of  the  name  of  Part  II. 
Scrimgeour,  and  of  the  family  with  their  armorial  bearings,  but  I,  not  being  well  informed,  said  that  the  Chap-  V. 
family  was  now  extinct  ;  whereas,  by  better  information,   the  heir  male  of  tailzie,  as  also  of  line,  viz.,  App. 
Dr  Alexander  Scrymyeour,  Professor  of  Divinity  in  the  University  of  S.  Andrew's,  with  several  others  of  the 
family,  are  extant,  and  have  their  arms  matriculate  in  the  Lyon  Register,  which  I  have  given  in  the  above 
cited  place. 

As  to  the  rise  of  this  ancient  and  honourable  name  (which  the  English  spell  Scrimzeour,  and  some 
families  in  Scotland  Scrimseour)  our  historians  agree,  that  it  was  upon  occasion  of  a  signal  service  done  the 
King  by  Sir  Alexander  Carron,  whose  name  was  therefore  changed  into  Scrymgeour,  i.e.,  a  sharp  fighter, 
and  is  the  first  knight  we  read  of  in  our  history.  Buchanan  places  it  in  the  reign  of  Malcolm  III.  in  these 
words  :  "  Hostium  ibi  (ad  Spjeam)  tantum  numerum,  quantum  ex  illis  regionibus  cogi  posse  nunquam 
credidisset  in  ulteriore  ripa,  ad  transitum  prohibendum,  stare  conspicatus  (Rex  Milcolumbus  Tertius) 
signifero  cunctante  flumen  ingredi,  signum  ei  ablatum,  Alexandro  Carroni,  ajquiti  nota)  fortitudinis  dedit ; 
posterisque  ejus  is  honos  habitus  est,  ut  regium  in  bello  vexillum  ferrent,  ei  pro  Carrone,  postea  nomen 
Scrymigero  positum  :  quod  magistrum  tractandorum  armorum,  multum  sibi  ex  eo  studio  arrogantem,  ipse 
vera  virtute  fretus,  artisque  ejus  penitus  imperitus  vicisset." 

Others,  viz..  Dr.  Abercrombie  and  Crawford,  place  this  action  in  Alexander  I.  his  time,  anno  1107, 
thus  there  having  been  a  plot  discovered  against  King  Alexander  I.,  his  life,  the  rebels  betook  themselves 
to  flight,  and  were  pursued  by  the  King  and  a  part  of  his  friends  the  length  of  the  water  of  Spey.  The 
rebels  had  passed  and  swimmed  the  water  before  the  King  and  his  party  came  up,  upon  which  the  King's 
small  army  made  a  stand,  being  afraid  of  the  water,  which  had  by  this  time  run  over  all  its  banks,  where- 
upon Sir  Alexander  Carron,  a  brave  and  valiant  knight,  took  the  standard  and  gave  encouragement  to  the 
rest  to  follow,  wherefore  he  had  his  name  changed,  and  a  special  grant  from  the  King  to  himself  and  the 
heirs  male  of  his  body  to  be  Hereditary  Standard  Bearer  to  the  Kings  of  Scotland,  and  gave  him  for  his 
coat  of  arms  a  part  of  the  royal  bearing,  as  I  mentioned,  viz.,  Gules,  a  lion  rampant,  Or,  armed  and  langued, 
Azure,  with  a  sword  in  his  dexter  paw,  proper,  hilted  and  pomelled  of  the  second  ;  and  the  family,  to 
perpetuate  the  action,  have  used  the  motto  "Dissipate."  Mr.  Johnston,  the  poet,  has  left  us  the  following 
verses  to  the  honour  of  his  memory,  by  which  this  action  is  very  well  represented  : — 

Quid  trepidas  ?     Da  signa  mihi,  superabimus  amuem 

Terreat  an  pavidos  nos  fugitiva  cohors  ? 
Dixit  et  arreptis  signis,  ruit  acer  in  hostem, 

Nil  rapidi  metuens  agmina  torva  vadi ; 
Hinc  decus  Augusto  surgit  sub  principe,  ab  armis 

Scrymigei  ie  genti,  fama  decusque  manent 
Anna  alius  jactet,  nos  scimus  fortibus  armis 

Utier  hand  dici,  malumus  esse  viri. 

Buchanan,  accounting  for  this  action,  says,  "  Verum  Rex  a  suis  retentus,  Alexandro  Carroni,  Alexandri 
cujus  supra  meminimus,  filio,  partem  exercitus  dedit ;  qui,  subito  cum  suis,  amnem  ingressus  audaci;e 
miraculo  adeo  conterruit  hostes,  ut  passim  in  fugam  statim  se  conjicerent." 

This  name  hath  been  remarkable  in  our  Scots  history  on  several  other  occasions,  particularly  Sir 
Alexander  Scrymgeour  was  among  the  first  that  took  the  field  for  King  Robert  Bruce,  and  faithfully 
adhered  to  him,  in  consideration  whereof,  when  that  valiant  Prince  came  to  be  established  on  the  throne, 
he  gave  him  sundry  lands  about  the  burgh  of  Inverkeithing.  Also  Sir  John  Scrymgeour  was  killed  at 
the  fatal  battle  of  Duplin,  1132.  And  another,  Sir  James  Scrymgeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  his 
successor,  was  slain  in  the  governor's  army,  against  Donald,  Lord  of  the  Isles,  at  the  battle  of  Harlaw,  1411. 

1  The  following  is  the  account  given  by  Nisbet  in  his  first  volume  (Edin.,  1722),  Pt.  II.,  chap,  iv.,  p.  294 : — 

"  The  name  of  Scrymzeor,  Gules,  a  lion  rampant,  Or,  armed  and  langued,  Azure,  holding  in  his 
dexter  paw  a  crooked  sword  and  Semeter,  Argent. 

The  first  of  this  name,  as  our  historians  say,  was  one  Sir  Alexander  Carron,  son  of  Alexander 
Carron,  who  carried  the  Banner  of  Scotland,  before  King  Alexander  I.,  in  his  expedition  against  the 
rebels  in  Merns  and  Murray  ;  where,  by  Sir  Alexander's  conduct  and  eminent  valour,  1he  King 
obtained  a  notable  victory  over  the  rebels  ;  for  which  his  name  was  changed  from  Carron  to 
Scrymzeor,  which  signifies  a  hardy  fighter  ;  and  he  got  a  coat  of  arms  suitable  thereto,  which  he 
transmitted  to  his  posterity,  who  were  long  Standard  Bearers  to  our  Kings,  and  constables  of  Dundee. 

Sir  James  Scrymzeor,  constable  of  Dundee,  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Harlaw,  and  the  family 
was  long  afterwards  dignified  with  the  titles  of  Viscount  of  Dudop  and  Lord  Scrymgeor,  the  15th  of 
November  1641.  This  family  is  now  extinct.  Their  arms  were  supported  by  two  grayhounds 
collared,  Gules,  and  for  crest  a  lion's  paw  holding  a  semeter  with  the  word  Dissipate. 

John  Scrymzeor  of  Kirktoun,  carried  as  above,  within  a  border  Gules  ;  crest,  a  lion's  paw  erased 
holding  a  cutlace  or  semeter  proper  ;  motto,  dissipate.     New  Register.     And  there 

John  Scrymzeor,  baillie  of  Dundee,  descended  of  a  fourth  son  of  Kirktoun,  carries  the  same  as 
Kirktoun,  with  a  martlet  for  difference. 

Mr.  David  Scrymzeor  of  Bowhill,  Gules,  two  swords,  points  downwards,  crossing  other  saltier- 
ways,  Argent,  hilted  and  pomeled,  Or,  a  sinister  hand  couped  in  base,  pointing  downwards  proper  ; 
crest,  a  lion's  paw  grasping  a  sword  fess-ways  proper  ;  motto,  Dissipate.     New  Register.     And  there 

Mr.  David  Scrymzeor  of  Cartmore,  carries  the  same  with  Scrymzeor  of  Bowhill,  within  a 
border,  Or. 
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Part  1 1.  This  family  has  matched  with  several  of  the  most  noble  families  of  this  kingdom,  as  Gray,  Southesk, 

Chap.  V.    Roxburgh  and  Dalhousie  ;  and  having  flourished  long  iu  the  state  of  barons,  came  to  the  honour  of  peerage 
App.  in  the  person  of  Sir  John  Scrymgeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  who  was  raised  to  the  honour  of  Viscount 

of  Dudop  and  Lord  Scrymgeour,  by  King  Charles  I  ,  anno  1641,  and  his  son  was  made  Earl  of  Dundee  in  the 
year  1661.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  he  accepted  of  a  command  iu  those  forces  that  were 
sent  from  Scotland  to  the  aid  of  the  English  Parliament  against  the  King,  and  lost  his  life  in  the  battle  of 
Marstoun  Muir,  on  the  second  of  September  1644.  "  A  person,  says  one,  who  for  the  nobleness  of  his 
extraction  and  many  personal  endowments,  deserved  a  better  fate." 

This  Viscount  left  a  son  John  by  his  lady,  daughter  to  Robert,  first  Earl  of  Roxburgh,  who  succeeded 
him  in  his  estate  and  honours,  and  put  himself  in  arms  in  behalf  of  King  Charles  II.  and  marched  with 
him  to  the  battle  of  Worcester,  third  September  1651,  after  which  he  suffered  much  for  his  loyalty  ;  but 
living  to  see  the  Restoration,  he  received  some  part  of  ameuds,  being  created  Earl  of  Dundee  1661.  His 
lady  was  Anne,  daughter  of  William,  first  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  but  on  the  twenty-third  of  June  1668  he  died 
without  issue. 

Upon  this  Earl's  demise,  the  whole  estate  and  offices  should  have  descended  to  John  Scrymgeour, 
then  of  Kirktoun,  having  been  tailzied  to  his  grandfather,  Johu  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun,  and  the  heirs 
male  of  his  body,  by  a  charter  of  tailzie  under  the  Great  Seal,  upon  a  resignation  made  personally  by  James 
Scrymgeour  of  Dudhop,  constable  of  Dundee,  into  King  James  VI.  his  hands,  for  that  effect,  dated  at 
Holyrood  House  the  tweuty-nfth  of  November  1587,  in  these  words,  "Jacobus  Dei  Gratia  Rex  Scotorum, 
omnibus  probis  homiuibus,  etc.,  sciatis  nos,  post  nostram  perfectam  setatem  viginti  unius  annorum  com- 
pletam,  et  generalem  revocationem  factam,  dedisse,  concessisse,  et  hac  prsseuti  charta  nostra  eonfirmasse 
dilecto  uostro  Jacobo  Scrymgeour  de  Dudop,  constabulario,  ac  nunc  praposito  burgi  nostri  de  Dundee, 
suisque  heredibus  masculis  de  corpore  suo  legitime  procreatis  seu  procreandi3  ;  quibus  deficientibus, 
Jacobo  Scrymgeour  filio  legitimo  quondam  Jacobi  Scrymseour,  qui  patronus  (or  rather  patruus)  erat  dicti 
Jacobi  Scrymgeour  de  Dudop,  suisque  heredibus  masculis  de  corpore  suo  legitime  procreandis  ;  quibus 
deficieutibus,  Joanni  Scrymgeour  de  Kirktoun,  et  heredibus  masculis  de  corpore  suo  legitime  procreandis." 
And  so  on  to  several  other  families,  as  is  more  fully  contained  iu  the  said  charter  of  tailzie,  an  extract 
whereof,  signed  by  Sir  Archibald  Primrose,  Clerk  Register,  is  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Alexander  Scrymgeour, 
Professor  of  Divinity  in  St.  Audrew's,  and  only  son  to  the  foresaid  John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun. 

John  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun,  to  whom  this  tailzie  was  made,  anno  1587,  married  Marion 
Fotheringhame,  daughter  to  Mr.  James  Fotheringhame,  son  to  the  Laird  of  Powrie,  and  Margaret  Lindsay, 
daughter  to  Johu  Lord  Lindsay,  and  Heleu  Stewart,  daughter  to  John  the  second  Earl  of  Atholl,  by  whom 
he  had  four  sons,  James,  John,  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  William,  and  three  daughters,  Magdalen,  Margaret,  and 
Janet.  James  dying  without  male  issue,  his  brother  John  succeeded  him,  and  married  Jean  McGill,  eldest 
daughter  to  James  McGill  of  Rankeillor,  and  Anna  Clephan,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons,  Johu,  Alexander, 
and  Mr.  James,  and  three  daughters,  Marion,  Anna  and  Margaret. 

John  dying  unm.  1656,  to  him  succeeded  his  son  John,  and  married  Magdalen  Wedderburn, 
daughter  to  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie  and  Elizabeth  Ramsay,  by  whom  he  left  on  life  only  one 
son.  Dr.  Alexander,  formerly  mentioned,  and  one  daughter,  Jean.  Alexander,  John's  brother,  has  no 
lawful  issue;  Mr.  James  was  minister  of  the  gospel  at  Currie,  and  married  Elizabeth  Chisholme,  by  whom 
there  remains  only  one  son,  Mr.  Henry  Scrymgeour  of  Wester-Lochgelly,  writer  to  the  Signet,  and  one 
daughter,  Henrietta. 

Tho'  it  be  thus  plainly  evident  that  there  was  no  just  ground  to  pretend  that  upon  the  Earl  of 
Dundee's  death  the  estate,  etc.,  fell  in  the  King's  hands  as  ultimus  heres,  yet  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  had 
the  interest  with  King  Charles  II.  to  procure  a  gift  of  ultimus  heres  in  favour  of  his  brother  Hatton  ;  and 
(that  proving  insufficient  to  answer  his  designs)  thereafter  a  gift  of  recognition,  in  opposition  to  all  the 
ties  of  friendship  and  gratitude  a  Prince  could  be  under  to  his  subject ;  for  the  Earl  of  Dundee  had  not 
only  faithfully  served  King  Charles  II..  and  suffered  much  for  him  ;  but  also  to  serve  him  the  more 
effectually,  had  brought  his  estate  under  those  burdens  upon  which  the  recognition  was  founded.  A  most 
pernicious  advice  to  a  Prince,  to  forget  his  friend,  and  ruin  his  family,  in  favour  of  a  stranger. 

For  this  recognition  not  only  precluded  Kirktoun  from  his  just  claim  to  the  estate  but  also  deprived 
him  and  many  other  innocent  creditors  of  their  just  and  lawful  debts,  which,  with  the  misfortune  of  having 
bought  the  Countess'  liferent,  she  dying  soon  after,  so  distressed  Kirktoun's  affairs  that  he  was  forced  to 
sell  his  estate  for  the  satisfaction  of  his  creditors  ;  particularly  the  lands  of  Kirktoun  were  then  sold  to 
John  Sccymgeour,  merchant  in  Dundee,  whose  heir  retains  the  possession  of  them  to  this  day. 

Moreover,  the  above  designed  Dr.  Scrymgeour  is  not  only  heir  of  tailzie  to  the  Earl  of  Dundee,  but 
is  also  heir  of  line  to  the  original  family  of  Dudop,  to  which  the  Earl's  predecessor,  the  Laird  of  Glaister, 
succeeded  as  heir  of  tailzie  anno  1546.  For,  about  the  year  1525,  James  Scrymgeour,  constable,  having  no 
sons,  only  two  daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Anne,  by  his  Lady,  Mariot  Stewart,  James  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun 
married  Elizabeth,  and  by  her  had  five  sons,  John,  James,  William,  Thomas,  and  Alexander.  Upon  an 
agreement  betwixt  the  constable  and  them,  he  dispones  to  them  and  their  heirs  male  his  lands  of  Balegarno, 
in  full  satisfaction  of  all  hereditary  right  and  title  they  might  have  to  the  untailzied  lands  of  Dudop  or  the 
constabulary,  by  a  charter  dated  at  Dundee  October  24  1539,  which  is  in  the  doctor's  hands.  John,  the 
eldest  son  of  this  marriage,  by  his  Lady  Anne  Bruce,  daughter  to  Sir  William  Bruce  of  Earlshall,  and 
Anne  Scrymgeour  abovementioned,  had  three  sons,  John,  Gilbert,  and  George,  and  three  daughters, 
Margaret,  Isabel,  and  Giles.  John,  the  eldest,  married  Marion  Fotheriughame,  of  which  marriage  the 
doctor  is  heir,  so  that  it  was  manifestly  injurious  to  alledge  that  this  family  was  extinguished  by  the  earl's 
dying  without  heir  male  of  his  own  body.  The  atchievement  of  Scrymgeour,  Earl  of  Dundee  and  Lord 
Dudop,  is  Gules,  a  lion  rampant,  Or,  holding  in  his  dexter  paw  a  sword  proper;  supporters  two  gray  hounds 
proper,  collared  Gules  ;  crest,  a  lion's  paw  holding  a  sword  proper  ;  motto,  Dissipate. 
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II.     SCRIMGEOUR,     EARL     OF    DUNDEE. 

(Reprinted  from  the  Peeraqe  of  Scotland,  by  Sir  R.  Douglas,  Ed.  2,  by  J.  P.  Wood,  Edin.  1813, 

vol.  i.,  pp.  462,  seqq.) 

The  origin  of  the  name  of  Scrimgeour  is  thus  narrated  in  an  interpolated  passage  of  Fordun  (I.  285)'  Part  II. 
Early  in  the  reign  of  King  Alexander  I.,  who  ascended  the  Scotish  throne  in  1107,  some  of  the  men  of  Chap.  V. 
Mearns  and  Moray  assaulted  the  residence  of  his  majesty,  who  escaped  by  the  assistance  of  one  of  his  -^PP- 
bedchamber  men,  called  Alexander  Carron,  through  a  private  passage.     The  king  raising  forces,  went  in 
pursuit  of  the  rebels,  and  came  in  sight  of  them  on  the  other  side  of  the  Spey.     The  river  was  then  high  ; 
but  the  king  giving  his  standard  to  Carron,  whom  he  knew  to  excel  in  courage  and  resolution,  that  brave 
ofhcer  crossed  the  Spey  and  planted  the  standard  on  the  other  side  in  sight  of  the  rebels.     The  royal  army 
following,  the  adversaries  took  to  flight  ;  and  in  reward  of  the  gallant  service  of  Alexander  Carron,  the 
king  constituted  him  and  his  heirs  heritable  standard  bearers  of  Scotland,  made  him  a  grant  of  lands,  and 
conferred  on  him  the  name  of  Scrimgeour,  signifying  a  hardy  fighter.     Buchanan  places  this  event  in  the 
reign  of  Malcolm  III. 

I.  Alexander  Scrimgeour  was  one  of  the  associates  of  William  Wallace  in  his  glorious  attempt  to 
restore  the  liberties  of  Scotland.  When  Wallace  was  constituted  governor  of  Scotland,  he,  under  that 
title,  conferred  the  constabulary  of  Dundee  on  Alexander,  named  Skirmischur,  and  his  heirs  (Anderson's 
JJiplom.,  pi.  43),  for  his  faithful  aid  in  bearing  the  royal  banner  of  Scotland,  which  service  he  actually 
performs.     This  curious  grant,  dated  at  Torphichen,  29  March  1298,  is  of  the  following  tenor  : — 

"  Willielmus  Walays,  miles,  custos  regni  Scocie,  et  ductor  exercituum  ejusdem,  nomine  pra?clari 
"  principis,  Dni.  Joannis,  D.  G.  regis  Scocie  illustris,  de  consensu  communitatis  ejusdem  regni,  omnibus 
"  probis  horninibus,  &c.  salutem.  Noverit  universitas  vestra,  nos  nomine  predicti  Dni.  nostri  regis  Scocie, 
"  per  consensum  et  assensum  magnatum  dicti  regni,  dedisse  et  concessisse,  ac  ipsas  donationem  et  con- 
"  cessionem  presenti  carta  confirmasse,  Alexandro  dicto  Skirmischur,  sex  mercatas  terre  in  territorio  de 
"  Dunde,  scilicet  terrain  illam  que  vocatur  campus  superior,  prope  villain  de  Duude  ex  parte  boreali,  cum 
"  acris  illis  in  campo  occidentali,  que  ad  partem  regiam  spectare  solebat  prope  villain  de  Dunde,  ex  parte 
"  occidentali,  et  etiam  pratum  regium  in  predieto  territorio  de  Dunde,  et  etiam  constabularium  castri  de 
"  Dunde.  cum  suis  pertinenciis,  libortatibus,  et  asyamentis,  sine  aliquo  retinemento,  pro  homagio  predieto 
"  Dno.  Regi,  et  heredibus  suis  vel  suis  successoribus  faciendo,  et  pro  fideli  servitio  et  succursu  suo  predieto 
"  regno  impenso  portando,  vexillum  regium  in  exercitu  Scocie,  tempore  confectionis  presentum,  etc." 

II.  Nlcoll  Skyrmescbour,  probably  his  son,  had,  from  King  Robert  Bruce,  a  charter  (Robertson's 
Index,  20)  of  the  office  of  standard-bearer  ;  and  of  the  lands  of  Hilsfield,  South-Borland,  and  Marisland,  in 
the  barony  of  Inverkeithing,  forfeited  by  Roger  M  oubray . 

III.  Alexander  Skyrmechur,  probably  his  son,  had  a  charter  (Penes  Geo.  Constable,  smb.  Edin. 
D.)  of  several  lands  near  Dundee,  1357  ;  and  had  a  letter  of  safe-conduct  into  England,  20  March  1366 
(Pcedera,  III.,  ii.,  109).  King  Robert  II.  granted  a  charter  (Reg.  Mag.  big.,  101)  to  Gilbert  de  Glacestr, 
of  the  lands  of  Glacestr,  with  the  castle  of  the  same,  which  belonged  to  the  said  Gilbert,  in  the  sheriffdom 
of  Argyll ;  also  all  his  lands  in  the  sheriffdoms  of  Forfar  and  Perth,  and  which  the  said  Gilbert  had 
resigned  into  the  king's  hands,  to  him  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body  ;  which  failing,  to  Alexander 
Skyrmechur,  and  Agnes,  his  wife,  and  the  longest  liver  of  them,  and  the  heirs  procreated  betwixt  them, 
3  May  1374.  The  same  monarch,  in  1378,  granted  a  charter  (Reg.  May.  Sig.  147)  to  Patrick  de  Inverpefir, 
of  part  of  the  lands  of  Cragy,  near  Dundee,  the  superiority  of  which  Alexander  Skyrmchur,  constable  of 
Dundee,  our  cousin,  had  resigned.     He  died  1383,  leaving  a  son, 

IV.  Sir  James  Scrimgeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  who  obtained  from  King  Robert  II.  a  charter  to 
himself  and  Egidia  his  wife,  of  the  lands  of  Hilsfield,  etc.,  in  the  barony  of  Inverkeithing,  on  his  own 
resignation  1384.  King  Robert  III.  granted  a  charter  to  St.  Salvator's  altar,  in  the  parish  church  of 
Dundee,  of  some  lands  in  the  barony  of  Dundee,  on  the  resignation  of  James  Skirmechour,  constable  of 
Dundee  ;  and  Sir  James  Skyrmichour,  constable  of  Dundee,  witnessed  a  charter  of  Alexander  de  Murray 
of  Culbyn,  11  March  1390-1.  Among  those  who  accompanied  Alexander,  Earl  of  Marr,  to  Flanders,  in  the 
service  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  in  1408,  was — 

Schere  James  Scremgeoure  of  Dundee, 

Comendit  a  famous  knight  was  he  ; 

The  kingis  banneoure  of  fe, 

A  lord  that  wele  aucht  lovit  be.     (Wynloun,  II.,  433.) 

He  fell  at  the  battle  of  Harlaw,  fighting  under  the  command  of  the  same  Alexander,  Earl  of  Marr,  against 
Donald,  Lord  of  the  Isles,  24  July  1411  (Fordun,  II.,  445),  leaving  a  son. 

John,  his  heir  ;  and  a  daughter,  Egidia,  married  to  James  Maitland,  second  son  of  Sir  Robert  Mait- 
land  of  Leithington  ;  they  had  a  charter,  dated  1450. 

V.  Sir  John  Scrimgeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  the  eldest  son,  was  apparently  a  prisoner  in 
England,  as  there  is  extant  an  order  for  releasing  John  Skrymzeour,  and  other  captives,  out  of  the  Tower 
of  London,  13  April  1413  (Padera  IV.,  ii.,  28.)  He  eutered  into  an  indenture  (Penes  D.  Gray,  D)  with 
Sir  Andrew  Gray  of  Foulis,  submitting  all  differences  betwixt  them  to  John,  abbot  of  Balmeriuoch,  and 
other  arbitrators,  28  February  1422-3.  Sir  John  Scrimgeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  cousin  of  Alexander, 
Earl  of  Ross,  had  a  charter  May.  Sig.,  L.,  ii.,  No.  132)  from  the  said  Alexander,  Earl  of  Ross,  Lord  of  the 
Isles,  and  Baron  of  Kincardine,  dated  10  October  1444,  of  the  lands  of  le  Bordland,  etc.  in  the  shire  of 
Kincardine,  confirmed  by  royal  charter  of  3  November  following.1     His  son, 

1  Douglas  here  adds  this  note  : — "  In  the  Great  Seal  Register,  Book  xi.,  No.  65,  is  a  charter  to  John 
Scrimgeour,  and  his  heirs  male,  of  the  office  of  macer  and  serjeant-of-arms,  together  with  the  lands 
of  the  Myres  of  Auehtermuchty,  in  Fife,  5  March  1483-4  ;  probably  he  was  a  younger  son  of  Sir 
James.  John  Scrimgeour,  master  of  the  king's  works,  son  of  John  Scrimgeour,  macer,  had  a  charter 
to  him,  and  his  heirs  male,  of  the  office  of  macer, 'serjeant-of-arms,  and  the  lands  of  Myres,  15  Feb- 
ruary 1530-1  ;  and  another,  8  January  1541-2  (May.  Siy.,  L.,  xxiv.,  No.  42 ;  L.,  xxviii.,  No.  212)." 
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Part  II.  VI.  James   Scrimgeour,  constable  nf  Dundee,  had,  on  his  father's  resignation,  a  charter  {Mug.  Sig. 

Chap.  V.    L.,  v.,  No.  77  ;  L.,  vii. ,  No.  335)  of  the  barony  of  Glaster,  in  Argyllshire,  and  of  the  lands  of  Hillsfield,  etc. 

App.  in  the  barony  of  Inverkeithing,  27  January  1459-60,  wherein  he  is  designed  son  and  heir  apparent  of  Sir 

John  Scrimgeour,  constable  of  Dundee-  He  had  another  charter  to  James  Scrimgeour  of  Dudhope,  con- 
stable of  Dundee,  from  George,  Lord  Haliburton,  dated  9  December  1471,  of  the  lands  of  Balegernoth,  in 
Perthshire,  confirmed  by  royal  charter  of  30  January  1475-6.  He  died  not  long  afterwards,  having  married 
Isabell,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Oliphant  of  Aberdalgy,  and  had  issue, 

1.  James. 

2.  John  of  Glaster,  of  whom  afterwards  : 

1.  Matilda,  married  to  John  Graham  of  Balargus. 

2.  Elisabeth,  married  to  John  Sandilands,  younger  of  Calder.     They  had  a  charter  (Mag.  Sig.,  L.,  xii., 

No.  256)  of  Dudhope,  12  January  1490-1. 

3.  Mariota,  married  to  Sir  Robert  Arbuthnott  of  Arbuthnott. 

VIT.  James  Scrimgeour  of  Dudhope,  constable  of  Dundee,  had  a  charter  {Mag.  Sig.,  L.,  xiii.,  No. 
165)  from  Andrew,  Lord  Gray,  master  of  king's  household,  to  him  and  the  heirs  male  to  be  procreated 
betwixt  him  and  Isabella  Gray,  his  wife  ;  which  failing  to  his  heirs  male,  bearing  the  name  and  arms  of 
Scrimgeour,  of  the  lands  of  Dudhope  ;  and  of  that  custom  accruing  out  of  the  burgh  of  Dundee,  to  Lord 
Gray,  as  sheriff  of  Forfarshire,  called  the  cold  or  colt  silver,  27  April  1495,  confirmed  by  royal  charter  of 
30  June  1495.  He  died  about  1503.  He  married  Isabella,  third  daughter  of  Andrew,  third  Lord  Gray  ; 
she  survived  him,  and  married,  secondly,  James  Crichton  of  Ruthven.  By  her  first  husband  she  had  a  son, 
James  ;  and  two  daughters, 

1.  Margaret,  married  to  John,  Earl  of  Buchan. 

2.  Janet,  married  to  James,  third  Lord  Carlyle  of  Torthorwald,   who  died  1529,  without  issue.     She 

had  a  charter  {Mag.  Sio:,  L.,  xxiii.,  No.  107)  of  half  of  the  barony  of  Carlyle,  24  December,  1529. 

VIII.  James  Scrimgeour  of  Dudhope,  constable  of  Dundee,  the  only  son,  is  designed  son  and  heir 
of  James  Scrimgeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  in  a  seisin  (Penes  t>.  Gray,  D.)  of  Andrew.  Lord  Gray, 
20  February  1504.  He  had  a  charter  (Mag.  Sig.,  L.,  xxi.,  No.  19)  to  himself,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his 
body ;  which  failing,  to  John  Scrimgeour  of  Glaster,  James  and  Walter,  brothers  of  John,  David 
Scrimgeour  of  Fardell,  John  Scrimgeour,  macer.  and  the  heirs  male  of  their  bodies  respectively,  of  the 
barony  of  Dudhope,  office  of  constable  of  Dundee,  Hilsfield,  etc.,  in  the  barony  of  Inverkeithing,  in  Fife, 
Bellauth  and  Kingudy  in  Perthshire,  on  his  own  resignation,  2  July  1527.  He  had  another  charter  (May. 
Sig.,  L.,  xxii.,  No.  235)  of  the  lands  of  Earl's  Strathechty,  in  Forfarshire,  4  December  1528  ;  and  a  third 
(Mag.  Sig.,  L.,  xxviii.,  No,  258)  to  himself  in  liferent,  and  in  fee  to  John  Scrimgeour  of  Glaster,  and  the 
heirs  male  of  his  body  ;  which  failing,  to  John  Scrimgeour,  grandson  of  the  said  James  Scrimgeour, 
procreated  betwixt  James  Scrimgeour,  late  of  Kirktoun,  and  Elisabeth  Scrimgeour,  daughter  of  the  said 
James,  the  constable,  or  the  other  heirs  male  procreated,  or  to  be  procreated  betwixt  them  ;  which  failing, 
to  James  Scrimgeour,  fiar  of  Fardell,  James  Scrimgeour  of  Fordy,  James  Scrimgeour  of  Gone,  and  John 
Scrimgeour  of  Myres,  and  the  heirs  male  of  their  bodies  respectively  ;  which  all  failing,  to  the  nearest 
heirs  male  of  the  constable,  of  the  barony  of  Dudhope  ;  lauds  of  Hilsfield,  etc.,  in  Fife ;  North  Bellock, 
etc.,  in  Perthshire  ;  Sonahard,  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen  ;  and  the  office  of  constable  of  Dundee,  on  his 
own  resignation,  2  March  1541-2  ;  and  he  died  1546. 

He  married  Mariot  Stewart,  from  whom  he  was  divorced  before  1524.  as  appears  from  grants  (Lord 
Uailes's  MS.  notes)  made  to  her  and  her  two  daughters  by  Robert  Maule  of  Panmure,  and  by  her  had  issue. 

1.  Elisabeth,  married  to  James  Scrimgeour  of  Kirktoun. 

2.  Agnes,  married  to  Sir  William  Bruce  of  Earlshall.     Her  descendant,  William  Bruce  of  Earlshall, 

was,  15  December  1610,  served  heir  of  John  Scrimgeour.  constable  of  Dundee,  fratris  abavi  ex 
parte  matris  (Inq.  Set.  in,  Publ.  Arch.). 

VII.  John  Scrimgeour,  second  son  of  James  Scrimgeour,  constable  of  Dundee  (No.  VI.),  had  a 
charter'  to  John  Scrimgeour,  brother-german  of  James  Scrimgeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  and  Janet  Ogilvy, 
his  wife,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body  ;  which  failing,  to  David  Scrimgeour  of  Fordale,  Alexander 
Scrimgeour  of  Henriestoun,  James  Scrimgeour,  brother  of  Alexander,  Nicholas  Scrimgeour  of  Lillock,  James 
Scrimgeour,  son  and  heirof  the  late  David  Scrimgeour,  burgess  of  Dundee,  John  Scrimgeour,  macer,  and  the 
heirs  male  of  their  bodies  respectively  ;  which  failing,  to  the  nearest  heirs  male  of  John,  bearing  the  name 
and  arms  of  Scrimgeour ;  of  the  barony  of  Glaster,  from  James  Scrimgeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  12  December 
]  490,  confirmed  by  charter  under  the  great  seal,  12  July  1491.  He  had  charters  of  Lamlethyn  and  Craig,  in 
Forfarshire,  from  Walter  Strang  of  Petcorthy,  7  February  1503-4,  to  himself,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his 
body,  which  failing,  to  James  Scrimgeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  and  David  Scrimgeour  of  Fardell,  and 
the  heirs  male  of  their  bodies  respectively  ;  of  the  lands  of  Gokelmure  and  Halhill,  in  Perthshire,  from 
Andrew  Kynnard  of  that  ilk,  15  April  1508,  to  him,  and  the  heirs  male  procreated  betwixt  him  and  the 
deceased  Janet  Ogilvy,  his  wife  ;  of  Ardormy,  in  Perthshire,  4  June  1509;  of  Wester  Glenquharite  and 
Ballantore,  in  Forfarshire,  from  Andrew  Murray,  20  February  1510-1  ;  of  the  barony  of  Panbride,  in  the 
same  county,  from  Robert,  Lord  Crichton  of  Sanquhar,  25  October  1511  ;  and  Balmullo,  in  Fife, 
24  February  1512-3.     He  had  three  sons, 

1.  John. 

2.  James,  designed  rector  of  Glaster  in  a  charter  to  his  father,  1512,  mentioned  in  the  constable's 

charter  of  Dudhope,  etc.,  1527,  father  of  James  Scrimgeour.  next  in  substitution  to  the  sons 
of  the  constable  of  Dundee,  in  the  charter  of  Dudhope,  etc.,  1587. 

3.  Walter,  mentioned  in  the  constable's  charter  1527- 

VIII.  John  Scrimgeour  of  Glaster,  the  eldest  son,  succeeded  James  Scrimgeour,  constable  of 
Dundee,  in  the  barony  of  Dudhope,  etc.,  in  1546,  in  terms  of  the  charter  1542.  [He  was  served  heir 
male  of  tailzie  of  his  uncle's  son,  James  Scrymgeour,  constable,  29  Nov.  1546,  Ret.  Forfar  561.]  He  died 
about  1575,  leaving  two  sons  ; 

1  Douglas  here  refers  to  Mag.  Sig.,  L.,  xii.,  No.  236  ;  L.,  xiv.,  No,  36  ;   L.,  xv.,  No.  27  ;  L.,  xvii.,  No.  15  ; 
L.,  xviii.,  Nos.  36,  81,  147. 
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The  Scrymgeours  of  Dudhope  as  recorded  in  Douglas'  "Baronage  of  Scotland,  1298 — 1546.''  Part  II. 

Chap  v. 


I.  Alexander  Scrym-. 
geour,  to  whom 
William  Wallace 
granted  the  con- 
stabulary of  Dun- 
dee, for  his  ser- 
vices as  standard 
bearer,  1298. 


his  son  (?)  was  II.  Nicoll  Scrym-.. 
geour,  standard 
bearer  to  King 
Robert  Bruce . 
He  got  a  charter 
of  Hilsfield  in 
the  barony  of 
Inverkeithiug. 


his  son  (?)  was  III.  Alexander  Scrym-: 
geour,  who  had  a 
charter  of  lands  near 
Dundee  1357 ;  aletter 
of  safe  conduct  1 366 ; 
a  charter  of  Glastre, 
co.  Arygle,  1374 ;  was 
constable  of  Dundee 
in  1 378,  and  d.  1383. 


^Agnes'  App. 


IV.  Sir  James  Scrymgeour,  who  had  a  charter  of  Hilsfield  1384  ;  was=pEgidia. 
constable  of  Dundee,  and  fell  at  Harlaw  1411. 


V.  Sir  John  Scrymgeour.  constable  of  Dundee,  released=f= 
from  the  Tower  of  London  1413  ;  got  a  charter  of  I 
lands,  co.  Kincardine,  1444  ;  living  1459-60. 


Egidia,  m.  James  Mait- 
land,  2  son  of  Robert 
MaitlandofLeithington. 


John  Scrymgeour 
of  Herristoun. 


VI.  James  Scrymgeour,  con-= 
stable  of  Dundee,  got  a 
charter  of  Glastre  and  Hils- 
field 27  Jan.  1459-60,  and 
of  Ballergarno,  1475-76. 


Isabel,  dau. 
toSirWilliam 
Ogilvy  of  Ab- 
erdalgy. 


Alexander  Scrymgeour,  Canon 
of  Lesmore,  named  as  brother 
of  James  the  constable,  1467. 
Identical  with  Sir  Alex.  S., 
chaplain,  named  in  1500  as 
brother  of  the  late  David  S. 


_1_ 


David  Scrymgeour,  named 
in  1458  as  son  of  Sir  John 
S.  Identical  withtheDavid 
S.,  deceased  brother  of  Sir 
Alexander  S.  1500. 
4> 


VII.  James  Scrym-: 
geour,  had  a 
charter  of  Dud- 
hope 1495  ;  died 
circa  1503, 


Isabella,  dau.  of 
Andrew  Lord 
Gray  [she  m.  2 
JamesCrichton 
of  Ruthven.] 


VII.    (6)    John=f=Janet. 
Scrymgeour 
of  Glastre. 
Had  charters 
of     Glastre 
1490-91,     of 
Lamlethyn 
1503-4,  etc. 


— n 

James 
Scrym- 
geour. 

Walter 
Scrym- 
geour. 


Matilda, 
m.  John 
Graham 
of  Ball- 
argus. 


Elizabeth, 
m.      John 
Sandilands, 
yngr.'of  Cal- 
der.    Had  a 
charter     of 
Dudhope 
1490-91. 


Mariota, 
m.  Sir 
Robert 
Arbuth- 
nott  of  Ar- 
buthnott. 


VIII.  James  Scryrngeouiy 
got  a  charter  of  Dud- 
hope 1527,  Earlstra- 
dichtie  1528,  and  of 
Dudhope  1541 ;  d.  1546. 


Mariot 

Stewart 

(divorced 

before 

1524). 


1 — I 

Margaret,  m. 
John,  Earl  of 
Buchan. 

Janet,  m. 
James,  Lord 
CarlyleofTor- 
thorwald. 


VIII.  (6)  John= 
Scrymgeour, 
constable   of 
Dundee,   d. 
circa  1575. 


Elizabeth,  m.  James  Scrym- 
geour of  Kirktoun. 

si/ 
The  Scrymgeours  of  Kirktoun. 


Agnes,  m.  Sir  William 
Bruce  of  Earlshall. 

4> 


James  Scrymgeour 
[of   Henderstoun, 
living   1563-64, 
S.W.  18]. 


Walter 
Scrym- 
geour. 


IX.  Sir  James  Scrymgeour.  con-= 
stable  of  Dundee  ;  served  heir 
to  his  father  and  great  great 
grandfather  (V.)  15  Dec.  1610. 


Margaret,dau. 
of  Sir  Robert 
Carnegie  of 
Kinnaird. 


Donald  Scrymgeour,  named 
in  the  Dudhope  charter  of 
1565,  but  not  in  that  of 
1587. 


James  Scrymgeour, 
named  in  the  1587 
charter  of  Dudhope. 


X.  Sir  John  Scrvmgeour  of  Dudhope,  created  1st  Viscount  of  Dudhope  and  Lord=j=Margaret  Seton, 
Scrymgeour  15  Nov.  1641 ;  died  7  March  1642-43.  | 


XI.  James,  2d  Viscount  Dudhope,^ 
fought  at  Marston  Moor  2  July, 
and  d.  23  July  1644. 


:Lady  Isabel  Ker,  3rd 
dau.  of  Robert,  1st 
Earl  of  Roxburgh. 


Jean,  m.  Sir  Thomas  Thom- 
soun  of  Dudingston. 


Mary,m.  Sir  James 
Haliburton  of 
Pitcur. 


XII.  John,  3rd  Viscount=Lady  Anne  Ramsay, 
Dudhope,  created  Earl     d.  of  Wni.,  1st  Earl 
of  Dundee,  etc.,  d.s.p.     of  Dalhousie. 
23  June  1668. 


Hon.  Robert  Scrym- 
geour, killed  in  a  duel 
Aug.  1661,  unm. 


Mary. 


Margaret,  m. 
John  Gra- 
ham of  Fint- 
ray. 
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Part  II.  1.  Sir  James. 

Chap.  V.  2.  Donald,  mentioned  in  the  charter  of  Dudhope.  etc.,  1565,  appears  to  have  died  without  issue  before 

App.  1587,  as  he  is  not  noticed  in  the  charter  of  that  year. 

IX-  Sir  James  Scrimgeour  of  Dudhope,  constable  of  Dundee,  the  eldest  son.  had  a  charter 
(Mag.  Sig.,  L  ,  xxxii.,  No.  408)  to  James  Scrimgeour,  son  and  heir  apparent  of  John  Scrimgeour  of  Dudhope, 
constable  of  Dundee,  and  the  heirs  male  to  be  procreated  betwixt  him  and  Margaret  Carnegie,  his  wife  ; 
which  failing,  the  other  heirs  male  of  his  body  ;  which  failing,  Donald,  his  brother-german,  James 
Scrimgeour  of  Glaswell,  John  Scrimgeour  in  Ballegarno,  James  Scrimgeour  of  Fardell,  David  Scrimgeour 
of  Fordy,  James  Scrimgeour  of  Rydgond,  Alexander  Scrimgeour,  burgess  of  Dundee,  and  John  Scrimgeour 
of  Myres,  and  the  heirs  male  of  their  bodies  respectively,  of  the  barony  of  Dudhope  ;  office  of  constabulary 
of  Dundee;  Hilfield,  etc.,  in  Fife  ;  Bellok,  in  Perthshire  ;  Sonahard,  in  Aberdeenshire  ;  and  Glaster,  in 
the  county  of  Argyll,  30  June  1565.  He  had  another  charter  to  James  Scrymgeour  of  Dudhope,  constable, 
and  now  provost  of  Dundee,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body  ;  which  failing,  to  James  Scrimgeour,  lawful 
son  of  James  Scrimgeour,  who  was  uncle  of  the  said  James  Scrimgeour  of  Dudhope,  John  Scrimgeour 
of  Kirkton,  Gilbert  Scrimgeour,  his  brother,  John  Scrimgeour  of  Glasswell,  Alexander  Scrimgeour,  his 
brother,  James  Scrimgeour  of  Fardell,  David  Scrimgeour  of  Foidie,  James  Scrimgeour  of  Myres,  Alexander 
Scrimgeour,  now  bailie  of  Dundee,  and  the  heirs  male  of  their  bodies  respectively  ;  which  failing,  the 
nearest  heirs  male  of  the  said  James  Scrimgeour  of  Dudhope,  bearing  the  name  and  arms  of  Scrimgeour, 
of  the  barony  of  Dudhope,  the  office  of  constable  of  Dundee,  and  several  lands  in  Forfarshire  ;  Hilfield, 
etc.,  in  Fife  ;  Kingudie,  etc.,  in  Perthshire  ;  Sonahard,  iu  Aberdeenshire  ;  and  Glaster  in  Argyllshire, 
15  November  1587.  Sir  James  Scrimgeour  of  Dudhope,  knight,  constable  of  Dundee,  was  served  heir 
(Inq.  Ret.  in  PubL  Arch.)  to  John  Scrimgeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  the  father  of  his  great-grandfather, 
and  to  John  Scrimgeour,  constable  of  Dundee,  his  father,  15  Dec.  1610.  He  married  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Sir  Robert  Carnegie  of  Kinnaird,  by  whom  he  had  a  son, 

XI.  Sir  John  Scrimgeour  of  Dudhope,  who  had  a  charter  of  the  Mill  of  Kellie,  22  June  1609, 
wherein  he  is  designed  apparent  of  Dudhope  ;  he  also  got  charters  to  Sir  John  Scrimgeuur  of  Dudhope. 
knight,  of  the  barony  of  Dudhope,  constabulary  of  Dundee,  etc.,  December  1607,  January  1618,  and 
5th  February  1622.  [He  was  served  heir  to  his  father  26  Aug.  1615,  Ret.  Forfar  85.]  He  was  raised  to 
the  dignity  of  the  peerage,  by  patent,  dated  at  Holyrood  house,  15  November  1641,  whereby  King 
Charles  I.,  for  the  good  and  faithful  service  done  by  his  trusty  and  well-beloved  Sir  John  Scrimgeour, 
elder  of  Dudhope,  constable  of  Dundee,  and  his  progenitors,  to  his  majesty,  and  his  predecessors,  for 
which  they  were  honoured  with  the  heritable  title  of  the  king's  standard-bearers  ;  being  willing  to  bestow 
some  further  degree  of  honour  upon  the  said  Sir  John,  therefore  his  majesty  has  created  him  and  the  heirs 
male  of  his  body,  which  failing,  his  heirs  male  whatsoever,  Viscounts  of  Dudhope  and  Lords  Scrimgeour.  He 
died  7  March  1643,  having  married  Margaret  Seton,  of  the  family  of  Parbroath,  in  Fife,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  ' 

James,  second  Viscount  of  Dudhope  ;  and  two  daughters, 

1.  Hon.  Jean  Scrimgeour,  married  to  Sir  Thomas  Thomson  of  Dudiugston,  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh, 

Bart.  ;  the  baptisms  of  several  of  their  children  are  entered  in  the  register  of  Dudingston  parish, 
from  1635  to  1648.  Sir  Thomas  died  at  London,  11  January  1662  ;  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
son,  Kir  Patrick,  born  24  December  1637. 

2.  Hon.  Mary  Scrimgeour,  married  to  Sir  James  Haliburton  of  Pitcur. 

XII.  James,  second  Viscount  of  Dudhope,  was  served  heir  to  his  father  (Inq.  Ret.  Pub.  Arch.) 
25  April  1643  ;  he  had  a  command  in  the  Scotish  forces  sent  next  year  to  the  assistance  of  the  parliament 
of  England  against  Charles  I.,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Marstonmoor,  2  July  1644,  which  brought 
on  a  fever  of  which  he  died  on  the  23rd  of  that  month.'-  He  married  Lady  Isabel  Ker,  third  daughter  of 
Robert,  first  Earl  of  Roxburgh,  and  by  her  had  issue, 

1.  John,  third  Viscount  of  Dudhope. 

2.  Hon.  Captain  Scrimgeour 1661,  "August,  the  Lord  Cranston,  iu  Louthian,  the  Earl  of 

Leven's  son-in-law,  by  way  of  duell,  killed  Captaine  Skyrmger,  the  Earle  of  Dundie's  brother, 
being  both  att  Loudon  for  the  tyme  "  (Lamonl's  Annals,  MS.). 

1.  Hon.  Mary  ocrimgeour. 

2.  Hon.  Margaret  Scrimgeour,  married  to  John  Graham  of  Fintry. 

XIII.  John,  third  Viscount  of  Dudhope,3  was  served  heir  to  his  father,  4  November  1644  (Inq.  Ret.  in 
Publ.  Arch.),  was  a  colonel  of  horse  in  the  "  Engagement  "  to  attempt  the  rescue  of  King  Charles  I.,  under 
the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  1648  ;  accompanied  King  Charles  II.  to  the  battle  of  Worcester,  1650  ;  escaped, 
from  thence,  and  joined  General  Middleton  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.     He  was  taken,  with  a  party  of 

■Middleton's  forces,  in  the  braes  of  Angus,  by  the  English,  in  November  1654.  At  the  restoration  he  was, 
in  consideration  of  bis  services  and  sufferings  in  the  royal  cause,  sworn  a  privy  councillor,  and  created  Earl 
of  Dundee,  Viscount  of  Dudhope,  Lord  Scrimgeour  and  Inuerkeithing,  1661 ;  the  limitations  are  not 
known,  the  patent  not  being  on  record.  [See  ante,  p.  185.]  He  died,  23  June  1668,  without  issue  by  his 
wife,  Lady  Anne  Ramsay,  second  daughter  of  William,  first  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
1644,  and  who  took  to  her  second  husband,  Sir  Henry  Bruce  of  Clackmannan. 

On  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Dundee,  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  obtained  from  the  crown  a  gift  of 
ultimus  hseres  and  of  recognition  of  his  estate  in  favour  of  his  brother,  Charles  Maitland  of  Hatton. 
Agreeably  to  the  settlements  of  the  estates,  1541  and  1587,  they  should  have  devolved  on  the  family  of 
Kirkton,  descended  from  James  Scrymgeour  of  Kirktoun  [see  ante,  p.  169],  who  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of   JamesScrymgeour  of  Dudhope.  [VIII.]4 

1  He  had  also  a  sou  David,  who  died  before  11  July  1646,  when  his  two  daughters,  Clara  and  Margaret, 

were  served  "  heirs  portiouers  of  David  Scrymgeour,  son  lawful  of  John.  Viscount  of  Dudhope,  their 
father"  (Inq.  Gen.  3151).  Of  these  Clara  died  before  8  Oct.  1637,  when  her  sister  Margaret  was 
served  her  heir  (ib.  4279).  Later  on,  4  Feb.  1686,  the  Ladies  Jean  and  Margaret  Scrymgeour  were 
served  heirs  to  Sir  John  hie.  for  James  ?)  Scrymgeour  of  Dudhope,  their  grandfather  (ib.  6708),  whose 
male  line  was  thus  extinct. 

2  His  portrait  is  at  Birkhill.  3  His  portrait  also  is  at  Birkhill. 

4  Douglas  then  deals  with  the  Kirktoun  family,  and  his  account  is  thus  embodied  above,  pp.  169  scqq. 
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PART    III. 

Chapter    I. 
James  Wedderburn   (second   son   op   Alexander  Wedderburn,    first   op   Kingennie,  Part  m. 

ANTE,    P.    129),    CLERK    OF    DUNDEE,    B.    1589,    D.    1627,    AND    HIS    FAMILY.  Chap.  I. 

James  Wedderburn  [1589 — 1627],1  second  son  of  Alexander  of  Kingennie  and 
Helen  Ramsay,  was  born  in  1589,  as  is  proved  by  the  statement  in  his  admission  as 
notary  (D.P.B.  414)  that  he  was  aged  twenty  in  1609. 2  The  earliest  reference  to  him  is 
dated  28  July  1591,  when  there  is  a  settlement  by  his  parents  on  "James,  their  second 
son,"  of  a  close  in  Dundee,  known  as  the  Greneland  (D.W.  11  t;  D.P.B.  315  6),  in 
warrandice  of  which  another  tenement  is  settled  on  him,  30  Sept.  1594  (D.W.  11  t),  while, 
23  May  1595,  a  croft  called  Seres  Hauch  is  also  disponed  to  him  by  his  father,  subject  to 
his  own  and  his  wife's  life-rent  (D.C.  37).  He  matriculated  at  the  university  of  S.  Andrew's 
in  1604-5,  and  took  his  degree  there  in  1608  (S.A.T.  17-19  n).  Meanwhile,  on  17  July 
1604,  there  was  a  gift  of  the  clerkship  to  him  made  on  a  decreet  arbitral  between  the 
magistrates  and  the  inhabitants  of  Dundee  to  deliver  the  gift  thereof  to  him,  "  second 
son  of  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  clerk  "  in  event  of  the  death  or  inability  of  his  father 
(D.C.B.  28).  A  further  settlement  of  property  on  him  and  his  sisters,  Magdalen  and 
Margaret,  was  made  by  his  father,  13  Oct.  1606  (D.P.B.  365)  while  soon  after  his  marriage 
in  1608  (see  below)  he  got  sasine  from  his  father  of  yet  another  property,  known  as 
Monorgund's  croft  (D.C.  43)  in  implement  of  his  marriage  contract. 

He  was  admitted  a  notary  at  Edinburgh,  20  June  1609,  as  appears  from  a  copy  of  his 
admission  which  gives  his  age  and  narrates  that  "  since  his  cumming  from  the  scoles  (he)  hes 
bene  trainit  up  with  his  father  in  exerceing  of  the  said  office  (of  clerk)  quhilk  hes  movit  the 
provost  baillies  and  counsall  of  the  said  brught  to  give  thair  consentis  to  admitt  him  to  the 
said  office  "  (D.P.B.  414).  A  facsimile  of  his  notarial  symbol  which  is  appended  to  this  copy 
of  his  admission  is  given  at  p.  187,  vol.  ii.3  He  seems  to  have  used  no  motto,  nor  does  he, 
like  his  great  uncle,  Robert,  adorn  the  title  pages  of  his  protocol  and  other  books  with 
quotations  from  the  classics,  and  philosophic  maxims.  The  epitaph  of  Mary  Stuart  is 
written  on  the  title  of  vol.  267  of  the  Protocol  Books,4  which  he  began  in  July  1609,  and 
vols,  xxv-vi.  of  the  Burgh  and  Head  Court  Records  are  also  largely  his  (vol.  ii.,  pp.  289-90). 
He  was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee  by  his  father's  privilege  10  July  1610  (D.L.B.  37), 
from  which  date  on  his  name  constantly  occurs  in  the  different  records.5 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  170-71  a,  179-80,  182,  184,  187,  192-95,  218  b,  236,  282  ;  Bl.  12, 13  ;  J.W. 
105 ;  S.A.R.  17-19  ;  Adv.Adrn.  1  ;  D.W.  3,  11 1,  18  c  d  ;  D.C.  37,  43,  47,  49,  52,  54,  58,  59  ;  D.L.B. 
37  n,  40  m,  46,  49,  53,  59  ;  D.P.B.  315  b,  365,  376,  379  a,  383-84,  389,  394,  402  a  A,  411,  (Vol.  267,  title), 
414,  424,  431-32,  473  a,  509  ;  D.B.R.  369,  370  b,  372,  (Vol.  xxv„  title),  381  a,  388,  (Vol.  xxvi.,  title), 
392,  393  a,  394,  400a,  475,487  ;  D.C.B.  28,  41,  44,49,  53  ;  D.D.  3;  D.lt.S.  16;  G.S.R.  83-85,  95,  97, 
and  Vol.  1634-51,  §  1177  ;  R.H.  11  ;  F.S.  2;  R.D.  21  ab,  50,  53,  64,  69,  73-75,  84,  86-87,  99,  101, 
105,  113  ;  R.A.D.  Vol.  318,  fol.  290  ;  320,  fol.  43  (orig.  record) ;  Br.T.  2,  5,  10  ;  P.B.N.  6  *,  7,  8,  10- 
13,  15  ab,  16,  23,  24. 

-  There  is  a  portrait  of  him  at  Meredith,  which  is  reproduced  opposite  p.  198,  in  the  corner  of  which  are  the 
family  arms  and  "  M( agister) J.W.  1615,  set.  24,"  which  would  place  his  birth  in  1591.  But  this  picture, 
like  the  one  of  his  father,  also  at  Meredith  (ante,  p.  123,  n.  2),  is  a  copy  (1800)  of  an  original — perhaps- 
by  Jamieson — which  fell  into  decay,  and  I  make  no  doubt  that  the  copyist  mistook  the  3  in  1613  for  a  5. 
A  good  modern  copy  of  the  Meredith  picture  is  in  my  possession, 

"'  Three  facsimiles  of  his  signature  face  p.  24  of  vol.  ii.,  while  another,  that  to  his  marriage  contract,  will 
be  found  opp.  p.  97,  and  yet  another  opp.  p.  192. 

4  This  is  the  only  protocol  book  of  his  extant,  but,  5  Dec.  1 633,  there  is  a  decree  for  the  transumpt  of  four 

of  his  and  his  father's  protocol  books  (ante,  p.  124,  n.  3),  some  one  or  more  of  which  may  have  been  his 
(D.D.  3).  In  the  (1659)  inventory  made  by  his  son  of  the  books  in  bis  press,  only  one  book  (D.P.B. 
Vol.  267)  of  the  father,  that  oi  1609-22,  is  named. 

5  The  most  frequent  mentions  of  it  are  on  but  slight  occasions  when  he  is  named  as  witness,  procurator, 

attorney,  or  as  the  writer  of  documents.  Thus,  29  June  1609,  he  is  a  witness  (D.P.B.  276);  1610, 
witness  (S.W.  171)  ;  7  Aug.,  writes  a  discharge  (D.B.R.  369)  ;  10  Sept.,  witness  (D.W.  18  c)  ;  22  Oct., 
notary  (S.W.  171  a)  ;  1611  July  19,  procurator  (D.B.R.  370  b)  ;  Sept.  3,  notary  D.P.B.  383)  ;  Sept.  24, 
burgess,  witness  (ii.  379  a)  ;  Dec.  13,  witness  (D.B.R.  372)  ;  1612  June  2,  18,  writer  of  documents 
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Part  in.  He  is  always  called  "  Mr.  James  Wedderburn,"  with  the  addition  sometimes  of  "  son 

Chap.  I.  of  tbe  cie,.]^"  "brother  of  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  bailie,"  "  notary,"  or  "burgess," 
the  prefix  serving  to  distinguish  him  from  his  uncle  James,  the  merchant.  Thus,  in  the 
Conipt  Bulk  of  his  uncle,  David,  we  find  a  memorandum,  3  June  1661,  of  a  loan  of  the 
"litell  saw  to  Mr.  James  Wedderburn"  (D.W.  3),  and  he  is  so  named,  24  June  1615 
{ib.  18d),  and  also  in  an  action  by  the  executor  of  Robert  Traill  v.  Mr.  John  Leslie  of  Newton, 
Mr.  James  Wedderburn  and  others  (R.A.  D.,  vol.  318,  fol.  290,  orig.  record).  He  is  often 
mentioned  in  connection  with  his  relations.  It  was  to  him,  no  doubt  in  view  of 
his  profession  and  intended  succession  to  his  father  as  clerk,  that  his  great  uncle, 
Robert,  the  notary,  left  all  his  protocol  books,  12  Oct.  1611  (Br.T.  2),  and  we  find  him 
witnessing  the  discharge  of  his  sister  Magdalen's  tocher,  in  May  1613  (S.W.  180)  ;  the 
marriage  contracts  of  his  sister  Margaret,  in  1615  and  1617  [ib.  187,  192);  acting  for 
her  in  the  sasine  thereon  {ib.  193);  and,  26  Jan.  1624,  signing  as  notary  the  will  of 
his  cousin,  Magdalen  Wedderburn,  wife  of  Thomas  Jack  (ante,  p.  79). 

He  lived,  of  course,  in  Dundee,  and  no  doubt  from  1609  on  assisted  his  father  in  the 
duties  of  his  office.  He  owned  a  house  in  North  Argylegait,  which  is  named  19  -luly  1615 
^  D.B.R.  393a),  and,  24  Dec.  1617,  he  acquired  from  Mr.  Alexander  Ramsay  a  South 
Murraygait  tenement,  of  which  sasine  is  given  to  him,  his  wife,  and  their  heirs  (D.P.B. 
411),  and  which  is  named  as  a  boundary,  14  May  1621  (P.B  N.  6  6).  He  also,  17  July 
1622,  got  sasine  of  the  South  Flukergait  property  of  the  late  George  Ramsay  (ib.  11). 
A  bond  (1618)  by  James  Ramsay  of  Ardbekie  to  him  and  his  wife  is  registered  in  1622 
(R.D.  75),  and  there  is  also  a  bond  to  him  by  Alexander  Ramsay,  fiar  of  Ardbekie,1  dated 
in  1622  and  registered  in  1625  {ib.  86).2 

In  1617  (Nov.  14)  his  father  as  we  have  seen  (ante,  p.  125),  finding  his  political 
engagements  inconsistent  with  his  constant  presence  in  Dundee,  nominated  him  his  depute 
and  substitute  in  the  clerkship  (D.C.B.  44),3  and  it  is  in  this  capacity  that  he  signs  two 
discharges  in  the  '  Lockit  Buik  "  in  1618  (D.L.B.  404).  In  1624  (May  13 1  he  is  called 
'•clerk  of  Dundee"  in  a  sasine,  to  which  he  acts  as  notary  and  appends  his  symbol 
(D.C.  52),  while  in  another  sasine  of  that  year  (Oct.  2),  to  which  he  is  witness  and  bailie, 
lie  is  called  "  clerk  constitute  of  Dundee  "  (P.B.N.  15  6).  He  also  held  at  one  time  "  the 
constable's  clerkship."  his  uncle,  David,  recording  that  his  brother,  Kingennie,  got  it  for  his 
son  James,  and  "  defraudit  me  of  it"  (J.W.  105). 

He  succeeded  his  father  as  clerk  on  his  death  in  May  1626,  but  survived  him  little 
over  a  year.  His  brother  Alexander  is  named  as  acting  as  clerk,  3  July  1626  (S.W.  224; 
ante,  p.  144,  n.  1)  ;  and,  on  25  May  1627,  it  is  recorded  that  Mr.  James  Wedderburn, 
present  common  clerk,  '•  being  sick  and  bedfast,"  and  thereby  unable  to  exercise  his  office, 
appoints,  with  the  consent  of  the  Council,  Thomas  FyfF,  his  servitor,  to  act  as  his  substitute 
during  his  sickness  (D.C.B.  49).  From  this  illness,  however,  he  never  rose.  On  May  28 
he  made  his  will  (Br.T.  10),  immediately  after  which  he  died.4  His  heir  was  his  eldest 
son,  Alexander,  who  was  then  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  thus  too  young  to  at  once 

(S.W.  179;  D.C.  47);  July  2  Aug.  18,  witness  (R.D.  50);  1613  Jau.  21.  notary  (D.B.R.  381  a) ; 
May  29,  wituess  (G.S-R.  Vol.  1634-51,  §  1177)  ;  1614-15,  often  named  (D.P.B.  384  ;  G.S.R.  S3);  1614 
Jan.  13,  writer  of  a  deed  (S.W.  182);  Feb.  7,  procurator  (D.B.R.  388);  June  16,  18,  25,  28,  writer 
of  documents  (S.W.  184;  G.S.R.  84)  :  1615  April  11,  22,  notary  (D.B.R.  392  ;  D.C.B.  41)  ;  May  25, 
Oct.  15,  wituess  (G.S.R.  85  ;  R.D.  53);  Nov.  16,  procurator  (D.B.R.  394);  1616  Feb.  5,  witness 
(D.B.B.3S9);  1617  Jan.  25,  notary  (D.R.S.  16)  ;  June  12,  23,  Aug.  4,  procurator  (D.P.B.  394  ;  D.B.R. 
400  a)  ;  Sept.  18,  Dec.  20,  witness  (S.W.  194);  1618  May  2S,  wituess  (R.D.  64)  ;  June  24,  notary 
(D.C.  49)  ;  1619  Dec.  22,  31,  witness  (D.P.B.  402  a  6);  1620  June  3,  writes  and  witnesses  a  bond 
(R.D.  74);  Aug.  10,  witness  (S.W.  21S6;  G.S.R.  95);  Nov.  23,  acts  for  Lord  Carnegy  (F.S.  2)  ; 
1621  April  14,  wituess  (D.P.B.  424);  1622  Jan.  23,  Feb.  14,  April  15,  witness  (P.B.N.  7,  8,  10); 
July  1,  writes  a  discharge  (R.D.  84);  Oct.  12,  witness  (P.B.N.  12;  ;  1623  May  14,  Sept.  4,  Nov.  17, 
witness  (D.P.B  431  ;  G.S.R.  97  ;  P.B.N.  13)  ;  1624  May  8,  witness  (P.B.N.  15  a)  ;  1626  Feb.  20, 
witness  (ib.  16) ;  May  10,  13,  witness  (D.C.  54  ;  R.D.  99). 

]  These  Ramsays  were  probably  relations  of  his  on  his  mother's  side.  Mr.  Alexander  Ramsay  is  described 
as  the  sou  and  heir  of  the  late  George  Ramsay  and  Agnes  Durie,  his  wife  (D.P.B.  411).  See  also 
S.W.  195,  where,  20  Dec.  1617,  there  is  reference  to  a  contract  between  Alexander  Ramsay  and 
Mr.  James  Wedderburn  in  regard  to  this  property. 

-  There  is  also  a  bond  to  him  by  John  Ker  iu  1620  (R.  U.  73)  and  he  is  a  cautioner  to  a  bond  together  with 
his  eldest  brother,  and  Thomas  Halyburton,  his  brother-in-law,  15  Sept,  1625  [ib.  87). 

3  J.W.  in  his  MS.  gives  2  Dec.  1617   as  the  date  of  his  election  as  assistant  clerk,  but  quotes  no  authority. 

See  also  the  next  note. 

4  The  exact  date  of  his  death  is  not  fixed,  the  confirmation  of  his  will  recording  only  that  he  died  in  1627 

(Br.T.  10).  But  we  find  his  brother  Alexander  called  clerk  on  3  July  1627  (S.W.  229)  so  that  he 
was  certainly  dead  then.  J.W.,  in  his  printed  memoir,  says  that  he  died  in  1620,  while  in  his  MS. 
he  puts  the  date  as  17  Feb.  1622,  but  again  quotes  no  authority.     Both  statements  are  wrong. 
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succeed  him  as  clerk,  so  that  the  office  was  temporarily  (1627 — 1633)  filled  by  James'  Part Il[- 
eldest  brother  (ante,  p.  144).  Meanwhile,  Alexander  is  named  as  heir  to  both  his  father  p'  lm 
.-Hid  his  father's  immediate  younger  brother,  Peter,  in  1628-29  (e.g.,  S.W.  236  ;  D.C. 
58-59  ;  R.H.  11  ;  D.B.R.  475,  487;  and  see  post,  p.  201) ;  and  there  are  other  references 
to  James  in  connection  with  his  two  younger  sons,  William  and  Peter,1  on  whose  behalf,  as 
executors  and  residuary  legatees,  his  will  was  confirmed  at  Brechin,  27  June  1631 
(Br.T.  10). 2  His  "great  North  Argylegait  foreland"  is  named  after  his  death,  22  Jan. 
1642  (S.W.  282),  when  his  son  Alexander  dispones  it  to  his  father's  first  cousin,  Alexander, 
son  of  Robert  (ante,  p.  113),  and,  21  Sept.  1668,  when  the  same  son  gets  sasine  of  an 
annual-rent  out  of  this  property  (D.P.B.  509). 

James  Wedderburn  had  married  at  Dundee,  in  1608,  Margaret  Goldman,3  daughter 
of  the  late  James  Goldman,  merchant,  burgess  of  Dundee,  by  his  wife  Margaret  Jak. 
The  day  and  month  of  the  marriage  contract,  which  is  signed  by  James,  but  not  by  his 
future  wife,  are  left  blank  in  every  reference  to  it,  viz.,  in  both  the  existing  copies  of  it 
(Bl.  12,  13),'  in  the  copy  registered  in  the  Books  of  Council  and  Session  (R.D.  21  a), 
and  in  a  sasine  following  upon  it,  9  June  1609  (D.C.  43).  By  it  James  settled  a  North 
Kirkwynd  tenement,  which  he  bad  lately  bought,  his  great  foreland  in  North  Argylegait, 
his  inheritances  of  Monorgund's  croft  and  the  Greneland,  etc.,  while  the  bride's  tocher  was 
5.000  merks,  for  which  the  spouses  gave  Margaret  Jak  a  discharge,  21  July  1609  (R.D. 
21  b).  By  his  wife,  the  date  of  whose  death  is  not  ascertained,  James  Wedderburn  had 
issue  three  sons  : — 4 

1.  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn,   of  Blackness,   Knt.,  progenitor  of  the  Blackness 

family.     See  the  next  chapter. 

2.  William  Wedderburn.     See  below. 

3.  Sir  Peter  Wedderburn,  Lord  Gosford,  progenitor  of  the  Wedderburns  of  Gosford, 

afterwards  Halketts  of  Pitfirrane.     See  post,  Part  IV- 

The  second  son, 

William  Wedderburn  [1611-16? — 1667-68 15  was  born  certainly  after  1610  and 
probably  about  1614-16,  his  eldest  brother  having  been  born  in  1610,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  tutors  to  bim  and  his  brother  Peter  by  their  father's  will  (Br.T.  10)  showing 
that  they  were  both  under  14  in  1627,  as,  by  other  mentions  of  their  tutors,  they 
seem  to  have  been  in  1628-30  (S.W.  236;  R.D.  101,  105).  He  was  admitted  a 
burgess  of  'Dundee,  by  the  privilege  of  his  father,  25  Sept.  1632  (D.L.B.  49)  before 
he  was  of  age,  as  he  appears  by  his  curators  in  the  following  year  (D.C.  62).  There 
is  then  no  reference  to  him  for  some  years,  after  which  he  is  constantly  named  as 
witness  1646-67,  and  also  once,  12  May  1649,  as  being  with  his  brother,  Sir  Alexander. 
one  of  the  mother's  kin  to  the  sons  of  David  Weymis  of  Dundee  (D.B.R.  452).  The 
references  to  him  as  witness  add  nothing  to  our  knowledge  of  him,  none  of  them  ever 
alluding  to  any  calling  or  profession  followed  by  him.6     He  reached  no  distinction,  and, 

1  His  sod,  Alexander,  is  also  occasionally  identified  as  "  son  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Wedderburn,"  e.g..  D.L.B. 
46  (when  he  is  admitted  burgess  by  his  father's  privilege)  ;  D.P.B.  432 ;  R.D.  113  ;   P.B.N.  23. 

-  By  this  will  a  legacy  of  1,000  merks  is  left  to  his  son  Alexander,  who,  of  course,  inherited  the  lands  in 
Dundee.  The  tutors  to  the  two  younger  sons  are  their  father's  brother-in-law,  Mr.  George  Halyburton 
of  Fodderanee,  his  brother  Peter  Wedderburn,  his  uncle  James,  and  his  brother  Kingeunie. 

"'  Her  name  has  been  wrongly  given  as  Mary  by  the  historians  of  the  family,  who  have  followed  the 
Blackness  monument  in  the  Howff,  the  inscription  on  which,  however,  is  of  no  authority  on  the 
matter  (see  post,  s.  the  chapter  on  the  Howff).  That  her  name  was  Margaret  is  conclusively  shown 
by  the  marriage  contract  mentioned  above,  and  also  by  the  above  sasine,  24  Dee.  1617,  of  a  South 
Marygate  land  given  on  a  charter  (19  and  21  Dec.)  by  Mr.  Alexander  Ramsay  to  "Magistro  Jacobo 
Wedderburne  filio  Magistri  Alexandri  Wedderbume  scribre  cnrise  Deidonana;,  et  Margarets  Goldman 
ejus  conjugi,  eorumque  diutius  viventi,  etc."  (D.P.B.  411).  There  is  a  translation  by  James  Wedder- 
burn to  Charles  Goldman  of  certain  sums  of  money,  21  March  1614  (R.D.  69).  J.W.  says  that  her 
father  was  of  Sandford,  opposite  Dundee,  and  that  her  mother  was  a  Jack  of  Woodhall.  Her  sister 
married  Sinclair  of  Ulbster.     See  also  as  to  the  Goldmans,  D.L.B.  37  d. 

4  J.W.,  in  his  MS.,  names  Alexander  and  Peter  only,  omitting  all  mention  of  William,  and  says  that  James 

had  other  issue,  who  d.  young,  but  he  gives  no  authority.  It  is  clear'  that  only  these  three  sons 
survived  him,  as  had  there  been  any  other  children,  sons  or  daughters,  then  living,  they  would  have 
been  named  in  his  will. 

5  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.   236,  377-78;    Bl.  16;    D.B.  62,  72;    D.L.B.  49  ;    D.P.B.  456  c,  473  a. 

492  a  b  c  d  ;  D.B.R.  452,  487  b  ;  D.Dec.  36  d  ;  D.M.D.  5  ;  F.S.  15,  23,  28,  41,  42,  46  ;  R.D.  101, 105  ; 
Br.T.  10,  13. 
*  They  are  as  follows  :— 1644  April  4,  will  of  his  great  uncle  James,  the  merchant  (Br.T.  13)  ;  1646  Jan.  14, 
"  son  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Wedderburn,  clerk  "  (D.P.B.  473  a)  ;  Oct.  26,  burgess  (F.S.  15)  ;  1649 
May  29   (D.P.B.  456  c)  ;  1653  June  28   (F.S.  23)  ;  1655  June  29   [ib.  28);  1663   Oct.  28,  marriage 
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Chap.  l. 


in  fact,  does  not  appear  to  have  taken  any  part  in  public  affairs,1  the  references  to  him  as 
witness,  always  in  Dundee,  being  almost  all  to  occasions  of  interest  in  his  own  family.2 
A  facsimile  of  his  signature  on  one  of  these  occasions,  that  of  the  marriage  contract  of  his 
niece  Grissell,  faces  p.  56  of  vol.  ii.,  while  another,  when  he  witnesses  the  marriage 
contract  of  his  nephew  John,  18  Dec  1668,  is  the  last  reference  to  him  as  living  (S.W. 
377-78).  He  died  1667-68,  and  was  buried  in  Dundee  (D.M.D.  5)  The  records  contain 
no  reference  to  any  wife  and  descendants  of  his,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  he 
was  ummarried. 


Pedigree  showing  the  male  descents  from  James  Wedderburn,  d.  1627,  excepting  those  from 
his  son  Peter,  and  his  grandsons,  John  and  James,  sons  of  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness, 
1608—1709. 


.Tames  Wedderburn,  b.  1589,  d.  1627,  clerk  of  Duudee,- 
second  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie  ; 
see  ante,  p   131. 


Margaret  Goldman,  daughter 
of  James  Goldman  of  Dundee; 
married  at  Dundee  1608. 


Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn= 
of  Blackness,  Knt.,  b.  1610, 
d.  1675,  clerk  of  Dundee, 
1633-75. 


Matild  Fletcher,  d.  of 
James  Fletcher,  pro- 
vost of  Dundee ;  b. 
1620,  d  1703-4. 


William  Wedder-     Sir  Peter  Wedderburn  of  Gosford,a 
burn,  b-  1614-16,     Lord  of  Session  as  Lord  Gosford. 
d.  1667-68  s.p.  nU 

See  post.  Part  iv. 


r~r    •       tt  i 
Alexander    3.JamesWed- 

6.  James       7.  Peter=j=Cath- 

8.  George=j=Eliz.      9.  Alexan-=j=Mar-     1.  Margaret, 

Wedder-          derburn, 

Wedder-    Wedder- 

erine, 

Wedder- 

Suth-    derWed- 

garet      m.Pat.Kyd. 

burn,  b.           1642-49  ? 

burn,  b.      burn,  b. 

Man. 

burn,  b, 

erland.  derburn, 

Kin-             — 

1639,  d.            s.p. 

1649,  d.     1652,  d. 

1654,  d. 

b.  1658, 

loch.     2.  Jean,  m. 

young,                      — 

1696,          1682. 

1700? 

d.  1699. 

Wm.  Kyd. 

s  p.                4.  Alexander 

clerk  of 

—          1 

— 

—               Wedder- 

Dundee 

10.  A  son, 

3.  Helen,  ni. 

JohnWed-       burn,  b. 

1675-96. 

b.  1660, 

(a)  David 

derburn,          1643,  d. 

sL- 

d.  un- 

Dickson  ; 

eldest  sur-       young,  s.p. 

See  post, 

bapt. 

(b)  Thomas 

vivingson,               — 

chap.  v. 

Milne. 

b.  1641,  d.    5. Alexander 

— 

1707.  First       Wedder- 

4.  Grizell,  m. 

baronet  of       burn,  b. 

Alex.  Wed- 

Blackness.      1648,  d. 

-J,              young,  s.p. 
See  post, 

1 
i 

derburn. 

r                                n 
Alexander           John   Wedder- 

5.  Cecilia,  m. 

chap.  iv. 

Wedderburn,      burn,  b. 

1681. 

Wm.  Baillie 

b.  1678.                See  post 

p.222. 

- 

nU 

6.Matilda,m. 

See  post, 

James 

chap.  iii. 

1 

Brisbane. 

I | 

1 — I"  I 
1.  James    Wedderbu 

rn,         1.  Jean,  b.  1679. 

4.  Rachel,  b.  1685  ; 

1.  Matilda. 

b.  1678,  d.s.p. 

— 

retoured  heir   to 

— 

— 

2.  Matilda,  b.  1681. 

her  maternal 

2.  Isobel. 

2.  Alexander    Wedder- 

grandfather 1709. 

— 

burn,  b.  1680,  d.s 

p.          3.  Elizabeth,  b. 

1682. 

3.  Margaret. 

3.  James  Wedderburn, 
b.  1683,  d.s.p. 


contract  of  his  niece,  Jean  Wedderburn,  and  William  Kvd  (Bl.  16);  1664  Feb.  13,  17,  settlements  by 
Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness  on  his  sons  (D.C.  72  ;  D.P.B.  492  a  b  cd;  D.B.R.  487  6) ;  Feb.  17,  grant 
of  an  annual-rent  to  Sir  Alexander  (F.S.  41)  ;  Feb.  25,  settlement  on  his  nephew  James  (F.S.  42)  ; 
1665  Jan.  12,  sasine  to  his  niece  Margaret  (F.S.  46) ;  Dec.  18,  marriage  contract  of  his  niece  Grissell 
with  Kingennie  (S.W.  377-78);  1667  Feb.  27,  of  his  nephew  John  and  Rachel  Dunmuir  (D.Dec.  36  d). 

Thus  the  published  genealogies  (Douglas,  J.W.,  etc.)  omit  all  mention  of  him,  and  make  his  younger 
brother,  Peter,  the  second  son  of  their  father. 

It  is  curious,  however,  that  he  is  never  named  as  witness  to  the  baptism  of  any  of  his  relatives'  children, 
and  that  there  are  only  two  baptisms  throughout  the  Dundee  Register,  extant  from  16-15  for  twenty- 
two  years  of  his  life,  when  he  is  witness,  viz.,  11  Dec.  1654,  to  a  son  of  William  Crawfurd,  and 
23  July  1663,  to  a  son  of  John  Ritchie,  both  called  William. 


PART     III. 


Chapter    II. 


Sir  Alexander  Wedderbitrn  of  Blackness,  Knt.  (eldest  son  of  James  Wedderburn), 
clerk  of  Dundee,  b.  1610,  d.  1675,  and  his  family. 

Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  [1610-75]'  of  Blackness,  knight,  known  in  the  Part  m. 
family  as  the  Knight  of  Ripon,  eldest  son  of  James  Wedderburn  and  Margaret  Goldman,  chaP-  n- 
was  born,  no  doubt  at  Dundee,  22  March  1610,  the  date  being  given  by  himself  in  his 
family  register  (Bl.  9),  with  which  I  shall  have  to  deal  later.  He  matriculated  at  S. 
Andrew's  in  1625,  graduating  there  three  years  later  in  1628  (S.A.B.  21).  Like  his 
father  before  him,  he  was  bred  to  the  law,  being  intended  to  immediately  succeed  him  in 
the  clerkship  of  Dundee.  He  was,  however,  barely  seventeen  years  old  when  his  father 
died  in  1627,  and  was  thus  too  young  to  take  up  the  office,  which  was,  as  we  have  seen 
(ante,  p.  144),  kept  warm  for  him,  while  he  qualified  himself  for  it,  by  his  father's  elder 
brother,  Alexander  of  Kingennie.  On  the  death  of  his  father  he  became  his  heir,  and  is 
so  named  in  a  discharge  which  he  gave,  25  Oct.  1628.  to  his  father's  executor  for  a  legacy 
of  1,000  merks  left  him  by  his  father's  will  (Br.T.  10  ;  S.W.  236).  He  was  also  heir  to 
his  father's  next  younger  brother,  Peter,  who,  as  has  been  said,  died  without  issue. 
Alexander  thus  succeeded  to  his  uncle's  lands  in  North  Argylegait  and  North  Marketgait, 
Dundee,  22  Oct.  1628,  12  Jan.  1629  (D.C.  58;  D.B.R.  475";  R.H.  11),  in  addition  to  those 
of  his  father,  as  whose  heir  he  was  infeft  in  Seres  Hauch  12  Jan.  1629  (D.C.  59)  ;  and 
soon  after,  6  Jan.  1630,  he  had  a  suit  v.  his  neighbour  in  North  Argylegait,  for  having  let 
his  house  get  into  such  a  condition  that  one  of  the  walls  fell,  "  whereby,  were  not  the 
providence  of  Almighty  God,  the  whole  peopill  being  in  the  said  Mr.  Alexander's  tenement 
had  been  smothered  dead  "  (D.C.B.  53).  The  next  references  to  him  are  as  attorney  for  his 
uncle  John,  the  physician,  31  May  1631  (P.H.N.  23);  and,  13  Sept.  1631,  when  he 
was  admitted  burgess  of  Dundee  by  the  privilege  of  his  father  (D.L.  B.  46). 2  After  this 
he  was  in  Edinburgh,  training  for  his  profession  under  Johne  Lermont,  a  famous  writer, 
and,  28  Nov.  1631,  is  already  called  "  wreater "  in  the  entry  of  a  baptism  which  he 
witnessed  (Ed.B.  n.  1).  He  was  admitted  a  notary  1  March  1633,  a  copy  of  his  admission 
being  inscribed  by  him  at  the  beginning  of  his  first  protocol  book  (D.P.B.  432).  The 
admission  describes  him  as  "  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburne,  lawfull  sone  to  umquhile  Mr. 
James  Wedderburn,  sometime  clerk  of  Dundee,  at  the  age  of  xxiij  yeires  or  thairby,"  and 
recites  that  "  he  has  beine  trainit  up  with  Johne  Lermont,  writer  to  our  signet,  in  his  airt 
and  science  of  writing  craft  this  dy  vers  yeires  bygane  and  that  now  he  is  becum  apt  and  able 
to  serve  our  lieges  in  the  office  of  notarie"  {ib.).'6     Very  soon  after  he  was  elected  town 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :—S  W.  96,  236,  959,  261,  269,  271,  273,  279,  281-82,  285,  287,  289,  292,  295-96, 

311-12,  316-17,  321,  326,  328-29,  333-36,  339-40,  346-48,  351-52,  369,  375,  377-80,  398,  400,  404,  409- 

12,  414-16,  418-20,  424-26,  439,  442-43,  447,  465-66,  669  ;  Bl.  6-10,  14-19,  25,  26,  36-43,  77  (1,  2)  ; 
J.W.  3a,  Ah,  112a J;  S.A.R.  21  ;  Adv.  Adm.  2;  D.C.  58,  59,  61,  62,65,67-69,72,75,76;  D.L  B. 
46,  56,  58  ;  D.P  B.  432,  441,  448,  456  c,  458-60,  468,  471-72,  474,  484,  488,  491-92  abed,  497-98,  500, 
504-5,  509,  512,  517,  520,  523-24  note,  530,  532,  546,  554,  558,  569,  575,  579,  586  ;  D.B.R.  417, 
425-26,429,  436,  448-49,  452,  462,  466,  475,  481,  486-87;  D.C.B.  53-54,  57-60,  65-66,  68,  71-91, 
95-97,  99,101-3,  110,  117-19  ;  D.D.  6,  11,  12,  15,  20,  47,  72,  98,  111  ;  D.Deo.  11,  Z6bcdgh,  70  ; 
D.A.C.B.  5,  7  ;  D.R.S.,  vol.  ii.  ;  D.T.G.  'Jabd  ;  D.M.D.  33  ;  G.S.R.  110-12  n..  115,  120,  122,  129, 
131,  136;  A.P.S.  15,  17-37,  39,  42,  43,  48  ;  R.H.  11;  R.P.S.  33  36,  38;  G.RS.  12n.,  16-18,21-24, 
28,  32,  35-39,  44  ;  F.S.  6-8,  15-17,  22,  24,  27-32,  38-43,  45-46,  49,  51,  53-54,  61,  62,  67,  68,  93,  99, 
104;  R.D.  113,  115,  116,119,  128-30  a  b  c  d,  132-33,  135,  141-44a,  U5  a  b  c,  149-50,  154,  156ab, 
158-60,  165-66  a  b,  170,  181, 187,  201,  242  ;  R.A.D.  69,  73,  74,  80,  82.  83,  88,  91,  156,  163  ;  Br.T.  10, 

13,  15  ;  D.B.  2-12,  15,  17-18,  20-25  ;  Ed.B.,  n.  1,  3  ;  P.B.N.  23,  26-27  ;  H.C.,  I.  ii.,  II. 

2  Later  on,  9  Oct.  1633,  he  was  also  made  a  master  of  the  skinners'  craft,  and  took  the  oath  of  fidelity 

(D.T.G.  2  a). 
s  References  to  him  as  notary  may  be  found  16  May  1633  (S.W.  259) ;  23  March  1638,  with  symbol  (ib. 
273) ;  5  Jan.  1642,  with  symbol  and  motto  (ib.'Wi)  ;  17  Nov.  1642,  clerk,  notary  (ib.  285) ;  6  Sept. 
1643,  notary,  witness  (D.P.B.  471)  ;  18  Oct.  1643,  clerk,  notary  (ib.  287)  ;  31  Jan.  1645,  notary,  with 
symbol  and  motto  (D.C.  65) ;  26,  29  May  1656  (S.W.  316-17) ;  13  Oct.  1658  (ib.  326)  ;  25  Jan.  1660 
(ib.  336);  15  Jan.  1661  (ib.  347) ;  2  Feb.  1664  (ib.  369) ;  11  Aug.  1670  (D.C.  75).  Three  facsimiles  of 
his  notarial  symbol  (S.W.  281,  326  ;  D.P.B.  vol. .269)  will  be  found  at  p,  187  of  vol.  ii.,  the  first  being 
that  to  his  admission,  and  differing  from  the  symbol  he  afterwards  adopted.  His  motto  was  that  of 
his  great  grandfather,  the  old  clerk,  "  Deum  time,"  which  he  gives  sometimes  in  Latin  and  some- 
times in  English.  Facsimiles  of  several  of  his  signatures  are  also  given  opp.  pp.  32,  56  and  97  of 
vol.  ii.  (S.W.  236,  279,  296,  333-34,  339,  377  ;  Bl.  14,  16,  18),  and  of  his  writing  opp.  p.  13  (S.W.  96, 
162),  and  at  p.  92  there  is  a  reproduction  and  reprint  of  his  family  register. 

2c 
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Part  in.     clerk  of  Dundee,  perhaps  on  11  April  1633,  when  his  first  protocol  book  begins  (D.P.B. 

Chap.  n.  269'),  although  in  a  memorandum  from  the  Dundee  Council  Books  the  date  is  given 
as  30  July  1633  (D.C.  61),  while  on  the  next  day,  31  July,  "Mr.  Alexander 
Wedderburu,  younger,  lately  elected  common  clerk,  accepts  the  office,"  and  gives  his  oath 
for  faithful  administration  (D.C.B.  54). :  Although  still  young,  he  seems  to  have  very  soon 
shown  his  ability  and  acquired  the  confidence  of  the  burgh.  Thus,  9  May  1637,  "Mr. 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  clerk,  is  elected  to  attend  the  convention  of  the  burghs  at 
Aberdeen  (D.C.B.  iv.  122,  orig.  record),2  and,  21  Nov.,  he  is  named  as  a  "collector  of 
taxation  "  (D.C.B.  56).  On  this  occasion  he  is  called  "  elder,"  his  uncle  Kingennie  being 
now  dead,  leaving  a  son  Alexander,  who  was  some  five  years  younger  than  the  clerk. 

From  1638  on,  his  important  position,  not  only  in  the  affairs  of  Dundee,  but  in  those 
of  Scotland  generally,  is  beyond  doubt.  The  times  were  troublous  ;  the  position  of  the 
King  was  becoming  more  and  more  difficult,  and  his  relations  to  his  Scottish  subjects  were 
much  strained.  On  23  Nov.  1638  the  Church  Assembly  met  at  Glasgow,  and  declared  its 
abjuration  of  episcopacy.  Among  the  assessors  to  the  moderator  was  James  Fletcher,  the 
provost  of  Dundee,  accompanied  by  his  son-in-law,  Alexander  Wedderburn,  who  is  described 
in  the  minutes  of  the  Assembly  as  "one  of  the  skilfullest  of  the  burgh  clerks."3  When  the 
provost  and  clerk  returned  home  and  made  their  report,  25  Dec.  1638,  anent  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Assembly,  the  whole  Council  declared  themselves  "  weill  pleased  "  and 
"promised  faithfully  for  their  selves  and  all  quhom  they  may  command  "  to  give  obedience 
to  the  acts  of  the  Assembly  (D.C.B.  58  ;  and  see  Maxwell's  History  of  Old  Dundee,  pp.  438). 
On  28  June  1639,  the  town  council  appointed  him  as  assessor  to  James  Fletcher,  their 
provost,  to  attend  the  general  convention  of  the  burghs  at  Dunfermline,  declaring  in  their 
commission  that  the  provost  and  his  assessor  were  "  men  fearing  God,  of  the  true  religion 
then  publicly  professed,  and  expert  in  all  the  affiiirs  of  the  burgh  (ib.  60)  ";  and  they 
further  consented  to  Wedderburn  appointing  Thomas  Kessane  to  act  as  clerk  substitute  in 
his  absence  (ib.  59),  which  Kessane  did  both  in  1639  and  from  10  June  1640  to  28  July 
1641,  when  the  clerk  was  absent  "in  Ingland  for  the  tyme  "  (D.B.R.  425).  In  1640, 
Wedderburn  is  named,  17  April,  as  commissioner  for  Dundee  in  the  commission  to  Sir 
Alexander  Leslie  of  Balgony  to  be  general  of  the  forces  (Melville  and  Leven  Papers,  by  Sir 
Wm.  Fraser,  iii.,  167),  and  he  was  on  the  committee  of  estates,  June  8,  (A.P.S.  17),  from 
which  time  on  he  frequently  represented  the  burgh  of  Dundee  in  parliament,  where,  if  we 
may  judge  by  the  various  commissions  on  which  he  sat,  he  was  a  very  active  member.  In 
this  year,  23  Nov.,  he  also  acted  as  one  of  the  Scottish  commissioners  to  treat  with  the 
English  at  Ripon  (Rymer's  Foed.,  ix.,  iii.,  35;  Hist.  MS.  Reports,  v.,  644-45).  When  the 
Scottish  army  took  possession  of  Newcastle,  and  threatened  to  advance  still  further  South, 
Charles  I.  agreed  to  a  treaty,  and  a  meeting  was  arranged  between  sixteen  English  and 
eleven  Scotch  commissioners,  who  ultimately  adjourned  their  negotiations  from  Ripon  to 
London.  Of  the  eleven  Scotch  commissioners,  Alexander  Wedderburn  was  one,  and  he 
therefore  went  south  with  his  colleagues  to  London,  where  the  negotiations  continued 
for  some  months.  He  was  back  in  Scotland  in  Aug.  1641,  and  is  named  as  being  in  the 
Scottish  parliament,  6  Aug.,  re  the  act  for  ratifying  the  Ripon  treaty  (A.P.S.  18),  and  also 
16  Sept.  as  on  a  commission  for  hearing  certain  accounts  (ib.  19).     He  is  also  named  as  on 

1  A  bond  by  him,  "  younger,"  to  Thomas  Fyff,  who  was  at  one  time  his  servitor,"  dated  6  May  1633  (R.D. 
113).  was  no  doubt  in  connection  with  his  office.  He  is  named  as  clerk  on  various  occasions,  e.g., 
11  June  1633,  when  a  bond  is  witnessed  by  his  servitor  (S.W.  261)  ;  8  Sept.  1634,  when  he  holds  a 
bailie  court  (S.W.  269);  10  Feb.  1635,  in  court  (D.B.R.  436)  ;  29  June  1637,  holds  a  court  (D.A.C.B. 
5)  ;  15  Dec.  1637,  on  inquest  for  the  retourof  his  cousin  Alexander,  of  Kingennie,  as  his  father's  heir 
(S.W.  271)  ;  21  May  1638,  on  assize  (DB.R.  417) ;  and  15  April  1640,  signs  a  transumpt,  (see  facsimile 
vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  32;  S.W.  279).  After  this  his  share  in  politics  took  him  much  away  from  home  and 
the  exercise  of  his  office.  Later  on  he  is  named  in  the  notarial  admission  of  Alexander  Kynman,  his 
servitor,  13  July  1653  (Ret/.  Adm.  Kot.,  vol.  v  ,  orig.  record);  as  signing  a  burgess  ticket,  22  Sept.  1660 
(S.W.  346);  1661  (S.W.  669);  holding  a  bailie  court  in  his  house,  21  Dec.  1664  (D.B.R.  475)  ; 
signing  a  charter  by  the  town,  13  March  1666  (D.P.B.  497);  a  town's  precept,  registered  11  Feb. 
1669  (F.S.  53)  ;  and  another  burgess  ticket,  23  Sept.  1672  (J.W.  3  a).  There  is  also  an  inventory  of 
the  protocol  books  in  his  "  presse,"  made  by  him  in  1659  (post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  206),  to  which  reference 
has  been  made,  ante,  p.  197,  n.  4.  Vols.  269  and  273  of  the  Dundee  Protocol  Books  are  his,  and  vols,  270, 
271-72.  and  274-75  are  of  his  time  (post,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  243-49).  Vol.  2  of  the  Dundee  Register  of  Ships 
is  also  his  (ib.  p.  346). 

'J  A  reference,  18  June  1633,  to  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn  as  commissioner  for  Dundee  (A.P.S.  15)  is 
more  probably  to  his  uncle  of  Kingennie.     See  ante,  p,  144,  n.  3. 

3  See  James  Gordon's  History  of  Scots  Affairs  1637-41,  3  vols.,  Aberdeen,  Spalding  Club,  i.,  147  ;  iii-,  182. 
James  Fletcher  and  Alexander  Wedderburn  were  also  elected  to  attend  the  general  convention  of  the 
burghs  in  this  year,  22  May  (D.C.B.  57). 
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the  committee  of  estates,  22  Sept.  1641  (A.P.S.  21),  when  he  thought  it  necessary  to  apply  Partm. 
for  an  exoneration  or  act  of  indemnity  in  respect  of  what  he  had  done,  and  "an  act  of  cbaP-  n- 
exoneratione  and  approbatione  in  favour  of  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburne  "  was  therefore 
passed  22  Sept.  1641  (A.P.S.  20).1 

Further  than  this,  the  King,  who  was  theu  at  Edinburgh,  gave  him  a  grant  of  "all 
and  sundrie  his  Hienes'  (Highness')  customs  at  Dundee  for  payment  of  ane  certain  tack 
duty  "  and  appointed  him  collector  of  his  Majesty's  import  of  all  sorts  of  wines  within  the 
burgh,  with  a  yearly  pension2  ;  both  of  which  gi-ants  were  shortly  after  (22  Sept.  1642) 
confirmed  by  the  estates  (A.P.S.  22). 3   Wedderburn  was  again  in  Edinburgh  early  in  1642 
on  the  affairs  of  the  burgh,  as  on  Jan.  18  the  town  council  had  thought  fit  "  that  Thomas 
Mudie  and  the  clerk  go  over  to  Edinburgh  and  attend  the  prosecution  of  signatures 
granted  be  his  Majesty  in  favour  of  the  burgh  "  (D.C.B.  iv.,  144,  orig.  record).     This  they 
did,  and  soon  after,  17  Feb.,  the  clerk  came  before  the  council  and  brought  with  him  the 
royal  charter  which  he  had  obtained,  upon  production  of  which  the  whole  of  the  council 
"  not  only  approved  of  the  care  and  pains  taken  by  their  clerk  but  found  themselves  in  a 
speciall  manner  to  be  thankful  for  the  same"  (ib.  65).     Later  in  the  year,  23  Aug.,  he  was 
again  appointed  to  attend  a  particular  convention  to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  on  1  Sept. 
(D.C.B.  66)  ;4  and  14  July  1644  he  and  Thomas  Halyburton  report  to  the  council  on  their 
last  proceedings  in  Edinburgh  and  especially  anent  a  sum  of  9,600  inerks,  advanced  by 
the  town  to  the  late  northern  expedition  under  the  Marquis  of  Argyle  (D.C.B.  72).      Both 
Halyburton  and  Wedderburn  were  again  chosen  commissioners  to  the  estates,  1  Oct.  1644, 
to  deal  for  the  relief  of  the  town  from  the  charge  of  quartering  the  Earl  of  Crawford's 
regiment,  and,  21  Oct.,  they  are  ordered  to  go  to  Edinburgh  for  "  fitting  the  accounts 
disbursed  in  this  time  of  trouble  "  (D.C.B.  73).     On  this  occasion  they  seem  to  have  had 
a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  as  when,  12  April  1645,  they  gave  in  their  report  it  was  still  so 
far  from  the  council's  views  that  it  was  decided  to  send  another  commission  to  Edinburgh, 
including  the  clerk  (D.C.B.  75). 

On  1  July  1645  the  clerk  was  again  elected  commissioner  to  the  ensuing  session  of 
parliament,  with  an  assessor  (D.C.B.  76),  and  he  is  so  named  24  July  in  that  year 
(A.P.S.  23).  In  this  session  he  was  on  a  commission  for  war,  another  for  excise,  and 
particularly  on  one  for  treating  with  the  English  commissioners  (ib.).  It  is  doubtful 
whether,   though  nominated  to  do  so,  he  did,   in  fact,   act  on  this  commission,  as  in  the 

'  In  his  supplication  the  clerk  says  "  that  he  and  the  other  commissioners  were  employed  by  the 
Committee  of  Parliament  in  the  treaty  of  peace  betwixt  the  King's  Majesty  and  his  subjects  of 
Scotland  and  betwixt  the  kingdoms  of  Scotland  and  England,  which  they  undertook  and  have  under- 
gone till  the  happy  conclusion,  and,  having  now  returned  to  this  meeting  of  Parliament  the  haill 
articles  of  the  treaty,  the  petitioner  does  most  humbly  submit  himself,  his  haill  actions  and  deport- 
ment in  that  weighty  chairge  to  their  consideration  to  the  effect  that  if  he  has  been  remiss  he  may 
be  censured  but  if  it  shall  be  found  that  he  hes  acquyt  himself  faithfully,  then  ....  he  may  be 
exonered  of  that  weighty  burden  and  that  his  proceedings  may  be  approven."  Thereupon  the  Estates 
having  considered  the  report  of  the  Committee  for  the  exoneration  of  "  Maister  Alexander  Wedder- 
burn, town  clerk  of  Dundee,  his  carriage  in  the  trust  put  upon  him,  togidder  with  the  testimony  of 
the  King's  majesty  and  the  remanent  commissioners,  they  do  find  and  declare  that  he  hath  so  walked 
and  behaved  himself  as  to  deserve  their  testimony  of  his  approvine  fidelity  and  diligence,  and, 
therefore,  they  do  not  only  exoner  him  of  all  challenge  that  can  be  laid  to  him  for  his  carriage,  but 
also  do  give  him  this  testimony  and  approbation,  that  he  hath  behaved  himself  in  the  foresaid 
employment,  chairge  and  trust,  as  ane  loyal  subject  to  the  King  and  true  patriot  to  his  country  " 
(A.P.S.  20). 

"  See  also  a  grant  by  which  "  his  highness  considering  the  faithful  service  done  to  His  Majesty  by  his  trusty 
and  wellbeloved  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  clerk  of  Dundee,  and  the  more  to  encourage  him  to 
continue  therein  was  pleased  to  set  to  him  a  tack  of  the  customs  of  Dundee  for  five  years  and  from 
five  years  to  five  years  during  his  lifetime  and  also  to  dispone  to  him  furth  thereof  a  yearly  pension 
of  £100  sterling.  Given  at  Nottingham  9  Sept.  1643  (R.P.S.  35).  The  clerk  is  named  as  tacksman 
of  H.M.  Customs,  1  Jan.  1646,  when  he  grants  a  factory  to  uplift  them  (R.D.  141,  158).  and  also  in 
a  discharge  in  regard  to  them,  23  Nov.  1646  (ib.  135). 

Douglas  in  his  Baronage  says  that  he  had  a  tack  of  the  customs  in  1639  and  a  pension  of  £100  in 
1640,  and  refers  to  a  commission  in  possession  of  the  family  to  justify  this  statement.  1  have  found 
no  such  document,  and  as  Douglas  does  not  name  the  grant  of  1642,  make  no  doubt  that  he  is  under 
some  confusion  as  to  date. 

3  At  about  this  time  the  Dundee  Admiralty  Court,  14  March  1642,  appointed  him  clerk  of  the  Courts  of 

Admiralty  of  the  Tay  (D.A.C.B.  7). 

4  Meanwhile,  13  Feb.  1643,  he  and  his  cousin,  Kingennie,  had  been  appointed  by  the  Dundee  Council  to 

go  to  Edinburgh  anent  an  action  between  the  town  and  Viscount  Dudhope.  They  returned  7  March, 
but  were  again  elected  to  go  before  the  Privy  Council  in  the  matter,  30  May,  and  thereafter  reported 
to  the  Dundee  Council  4  Sept.  The  dispute  was  still  pending  5  Oct.  when  Lords  Fodderance  and 
Panmure  were  appointed  arbitrators  in  it  (D.C.B.  68,  71). 
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Part  in.  Dundee  Council  Books  it  is  recorded  that  on  2  Sept.  1645  a  letter,  dated  29  August,  was 
ap.  '  sent  to  Dundee  from  the  committee  of  estates  at  the  Floores1  "  requiring  that  the  clerk  be 
sent  to  Berwick  to  treat  with  the  English  commissioners,"  and  that  the  council  sent  an 
excuse  showing  "  the  necessity  of  his  stay  in  Dundee  on  account  of  the  great  appearance 
of  the  infection,"  i.e.,  the  plague  (D.C.B.  77). 2  He  was  again  elected  to  the  parliament,  at 
S.  Andrew's,  with  George  Halyburton  as  his  assessor,  in  Nov.  1645  (D.C  B.  78  ;  A.P.S.  24), 
and  2  Feb.  1646  is  named  on  the  war  commission  among  those  for  Angus  (A.P.S.  25). 
This  parliament  he  attended  at  S.  Andrew's  3  Feb.  1646  (A.P.S.  26)  and  on  his  return 
home  reported  to  the  council, -16  Feb.,  and  was  warmly  thanked  for  what  he  had  done 
(D.C.B.  79). 3  On  2  June  in  the  same  year  he  again  reported  to  the  council  aneut  his  last 
employment  in  Edinburgh  (D.C.B.  SO)  and  soou  after,  14  July,  was  again  nominated  by 
them  to  go  to  Edinburgh  and  attend  the  particular  convention  of  the  burghs  there 
(D.C.B.  81);  and  on  his  return  made  a  report  to  the  council,  with  which  they  were 
pleased  and  dispensed  with  his  going  to  Newcastle  with  those  chosen  to  supplicate 
his  Majesty  (ib.  82).  Later  in  this  year  (1646)  he  was  once  more,  13  Oct.,  elected  com- 
missioner to  the  meeting  of  the  burghs  and  to  the  next  parliament,  with  Robert  Davidson 
as  his  assessor  (D.C.B.  83)  and  is  named,  3  Nov.,  as  sitting  in  the  house  (A.P.S.  27).  He 
was  still  away  on  his  political  duties  15  Dec.  1646,  when  another  assessor,  James  Simsone, 
is  elected  to  relieve  him  (D.C.B.  84)  ;  and  early  in  the  next  year,  26  Feb.  1647,  was 
elected  one  of  the  six  commissioners  for  treating  with  the  English,  being  the  sole  com- 
missioner for  the  burghs  of  Scotland,  while  Lords  Lauderdale,  Lanark,  Lea,  Wariestowne 
and  Archibald  Syidserse  were  commissioners  for  the  baronies  (A.P.S.  28).  What  precise 
part  Wedderburne  took  in  politics  during  these  years  is  not  clear,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  he  was  loyal  to  the  king,  not  only  because  Charles  "  recognizing  his  desire  to  serve  him, 
exercised,  almost  for  the  last  time,  his  royal  authority  by  conferring  on  him  the  honour  of 
knighthood,"4  but  from  the  attitude  adopted  towards  him  by  Cromwell,  immediately  on 
his  gaining  the  upper  hand.  Wedderburn  had  continued  to  represent  Dundee  on  the 
committee  of  estates,  20  March  1647  (A.P.S.  29),5  and  had  been  successful  in  getting  for 
it  various  benefits,  including  an  indemnity  against  loss  through  quartering  (D.C.B.  85),  on 
which  he  received,  6  April,  the  approval  of  the  council,  and  was  again  elected  their  representa- 
tive, 1  June  1647  (D.C.B.  86)  and  2  Feb.  1648  (ib.  88),  and  having  so  acted,  2  March  (A.P.S. 
30),  and  once  more,  16  May,  20  June,  benefited  the  burgh,  duly  reported  his  proceedings 
(D.C.B.  89-90).  But  Cromwell  was  then  in  Edinburgh,  and  took  prompt  notice  of  Sir 
Alexander's  loyalty  to  the  king,  by  sending  orders  for  his  deposition  from  his  office  of 
town  clerk.  Thereupon,  19  Dec.  1648,  the  council  "taking  into  consideration  that  Sir 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  our  clerk,  doeth,  in  obedience  of  the  Acts  of  the  committee  of 
estates  of  the  22nd  September  and  4th  October,  and  other  considerations  moving  him, 
forbear  the  exercise  of  his  office  of  clerkship  among  us,  and  being  careful  that  the  town 
sustean  no  prejudice  thereby,"  elected  Thomas  Wichtan  clerk  in  his  stead  (D.C.B.  91). 

1  Floors  or  Fleurs  Castle,  near  Kelso. 

2  In  this  year  (1645)  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn.  clerk  of  Dundee,  was  appointed  to  go  to  Perth  with  the 

Lieutenant  General  to  attend  the  army.     Balfour's  Annals  of  Scotland,  iii.,  294. 

3  At  this  time  he  was  admitted  burgess  and  gild  brother  of  Edinburgh,  24  April  1646   (Edin.  Council 

Records,  xvi.,  96). 

4  The  exact  occasion  of  Sir  Alexander's  knighthood  does  not  appear.     The  account  given  above  is  that 

adopted  by  Maxwell  in  his  Old  Dundee,  p.  511.  Douglas,  however,  in  his  Baronaije,  states  that  Sir 
Alexander  was  knighted  in  1642  for  his  share  in  the  treaty  of  Kipon,  and  this  has  been  believed  in 
the  family,  who  have  termed  Sir  Alexauder  "  the  knight  of  Ripon."  Thus  in  the  pedigree  recorded 
at  the  Heralds'  College,  London,  in  1803  by  Sir  David  Wedderburn  (H.C.R.  II.)  Sir  Alexander  is 
said  to  have  been  knighted  in  1642.  I  have  little  doubt  however,  that  the  year  of  the  knighthood 
was  1646.  In  1642  he  is  called  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  e.g.,  G.R.S.  16-18  ;  G.S.R.  110  ;  R.P.S. 
34  ;  D.C.B.  66  ;  A.P.S.  22  ;  and  the  same  is  the  case  in  1644,  e.q.,  S.W.  292.  I  find  him  still  called 
"  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn  "  when  named  in  the  war  commission  for  Angus  and  on  the  committee 
of  estates  2,  3  Feb.  1646  (A.P.S.  25,  26),  and  also  16  Feb.  in  that  year  (D.C.B.  79).  The  first  clear 
mention  of  him  as  Sir  Alexauder  is  dated  14  June  1646  (F.S  15)  and  after  this  he  is  always  so  called, 
e.q.,  3,  27  Nov.,  15  Dec.  1646,  S.W.  295  ;  D.C.B.  84  ;  A.P.S.  27.  Some  references  in  vol.  ii.  seem  at 
first  to  contradict  this  view,  viz.,  D.P.B.  468,  471,  and  D.C.B.  472,  where  Sir  Alexander  Wedder- 
burn of  Blackness  is  named,  6  July  1642.  6  Sept.  1643,  and  11  Aug.  1645,  but  these  should, 
I  think,  more  accurately  run  Alexauder  Wedderburn,  Laird  of  Blackness  (Dominus  Alexander  Wed- 
derburn de  Blackness),  the  word  "  Dominus  "  standing  equally  for  Laird  and  Sir.  In  the  Dundee 
Parish  Register  of  Baptisms,  which  is  in  English,  he  is  called  Mr.  Alexander,  7  March  1646  (D.B.  2),  and 
not  Sir  Alexander  till  17  Oct.  1346  (ib.  orig.  record,  s.d).  See  also  R.D.  135,  141,  when  he  is  called 
Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness  1  Jan.  1646,  and  Sir  Alexander  23  Nov.  1646. 

5  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  was  also  appointed  to  advise  the  tax  collectors  of  the  burgh,  29  June  1647 

(D.C.B.  87). 
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The  matter  reached  the  ears  of  Charles  the  Second,  then  in  exile,  and  caused  him  to  Part  hi. 
address  the  following-  letter  to  Sir  Alexander,  still  extant  and  among  the  archives  of  ctiaP-  n- 
Dundee  (D.C.  67).1 

Charles  R.  Trusty  and  welbeloved  We  greet  you  wel.  We  have  been  duely  informed  of  the 
faithfull  service  you  have  performed  to  the  King,  our  late  father  of  blessed  memory,  and  we  intreate  you  to 
continue  the  same  good  affection  to  Us ;  assuring  you  that  we  are  very  sensible,  not  only  of  your  particular 
desert,  but  of  the  good  affection  of  the  whole  Towne  of  Dundee,  and  that  We  shall  be  carefull,  whecsoever 
it  shall  be  in  our  power,  to  doe  such  favours  both  to  you,  and  them,  as  may  best  expresse  the  consideration 
we  have  of  the  many  faithfull  services  that  have  been  performed  by  you,  and  that  Towne,  to  our  said  late 
father  and  to  Us.     Given  at  Bruxells  the  6th  day  of  July,  1649,  in  the  first  year  of  our  Reigne. 

To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved 

Mr.    Alexander     Weddeiburne  Royal     0     Seal. 

Clerke  to  the  Towne  of  Dundee." 

Sir  Alexander,  however,  still  continues  to  be  named  as  on  the  committee  of  estates 
for  Dundee.  He  is  called,  11  March  1648-49,  "burgess  of  Dundie  "  only,  not  clerk, 
although  once,  9  March  1649-50,  he  is,  in  spite  of  his  deposition,  still  called  "  clerk  of 
Dundee  "  (A.P.S.  vi.,  709  b,  orig.  vols).  When  Charles  II.  came  over  from  Holland  to 
Scotland  on  the  invitation  of  the  Covenanters,  Sir  Alexander  was  at  once  reinstated  in 
office  by  the  desire  of  the  town  and  by  the  command  of  the  King.  Thus  we  find  it  recorded, 
under  date  14  Jan.  1651,  that  "  in  presence  of  the  Council  compearit  David  Tendil, 
collector  of  the  crafts,  assistit  with  the  haill  deacons  thereof,  and  declairit  that  it  wes 
their  earnest  suit  and  desire  that  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  Knicht,  their 
clerk,  should  be  reponit  to  his  place  of  the  clerkship.  Quhilk  desire  the  Council  fand 
reasonable,  and  therefore  they  all  in  ane  voice,  with  consent  of  the  crafts  and  of  Thomas 
Wichtane,  lately  appointed  clerk,  reponit  Sir  Alexander  in  and  to  all  dues  and  privileges 
belonging  to  the  clerk's  office  "  (D.C.B.  96).  Immediately  preceding  this  is  an  entry  by 
Sir  Alexander  of  the  same  date  (ib.  95),  by  which  he,  with  consent  of  the  Council, 
appoints  Thomas  Wichtane  "to  attend  the  office  of  clerkship  and  that  induring  his  absence." 
The  King's  command  that  Sir  Alexander  should  be  restored  to  his  office  reached  the 
Council  some  days  later.  On  21  Jan.  ''  ane  missive  letter  sent  from  the  King's  Majesty, 
written  with  his  awn  hand,  dated  at  Perth  the  17th  of  January,  quhairin  he  desired  the 
re-establishment  of  the  clerk  to  his  office  "  was  produced  to  the  Council,  who  "  thought  fit 
the  letter  be  layed  up  and  preserved  "  (ib.  97).  This  was  done,  and  the  letter  is  still 
among  the  burgh  records  (D.C.  69),  and  is  as  follows : — 

Charles  R.  Trusty  and  well  beloved,  Wee  greet  you  well.  Whereas  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of 
Blackness  is  of  so  knowne  abilities  to  discharge  the  Office  of  Clerkship  in  your  towne,  from  the  which  he 
hath  been  debarred  or  at  least  retired  himself  these  few  years  bvgone  without  any  necessity  or  publick 
command,  and  wee  now  conceiving  that  his  reestablishment  in  the  said  place  may  be  verie  usefull  to  our 
service  and  the  good  of  that  Towne,  Therefore  we  desier  you  to  restore  him  to  the  full  and  free  enjoyment 
-of  the  said  place,  which  we  will  accept  as  very  good  service  done  to  us.  So  wee  bid  you  farewell.  From 
our  Court  at  Perth  this  17th  of  January  1651. 

For  our  trusty  and  well  beloved 

the  Provost,  Baylies  and  Counsail  Royal     (J)     Seal. 

of  Dundee. 

The  King,  as  is  well  known,  was  not  able  to  remain  long  in  this  country,  but  escaped 
to  France  in  the  October  of  1651,  remaining  there  until  the  restoration  of  1660.  Sir 
Alexander  was  not,  however,  again  deposed  from  his  office  of  clerk,  but  now  continued  to 
act  both  in  that  capacity  and  as  member  for  the  burgh,  being  so  named  31  March,  3  June 
1651,  when  he  was  on  a  committee  of  excise  (A.P.S.  31,  32),  and  on  8  Oct.  in  that  year  he 
and  John  Scrymgeour  were  ordained  to  go  to  Leith  and  deal  with  the  commissioners  for 
the  English  parliament  as  to  reserving  the  common  mills  for  the  use  of  the  burgh  (D.C.B. 
99).  The  following  year,  1652,  opened  busily  for  the  clerk.  On  20  Jan.  he  and  others 
■were  elected  commissioners  to  go  to  Edinburgh  and  treat  for  the  recovery  of  the  town 
revenues,  as  to  which  they  reported  satisfactorily  on  3  Feb.  (ib.  101),  when  the  clerk  was 
at  once  appointed  with  William  Duncan  to  go  and  supplicate  the  presbytery  for  aid  in 

'  This  and  the  following  royal  letter  are  now  in  the  Dundee  Charter  Room,  having  been  recently  presented 
to  the  burgh  by  Mr.  H.  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn.  Copies  of  them  are  among  the 
Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  6,  7)  and  among  J.W.'s  papers  (J.W.  112  a  b).  Both  of  them  are  printed  at 
length  in  Charters,  Writs,  etc.  of  Dundee  by  William  Hay  (Dundee  1880),  where  a  facsimile  of  the  first 
is  also  given  (p.  91). 

-  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  address  of  this  letter  overlooks  the  fact  of  Sir  Alexander's  knighthood. 
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Part  111.  supplying  the  diets  of  preaching  (ib.  102)  ;  while,  14  Feb.,  the  clerk  and  Robert  Davidson, 
Chap.  it.  £ne  treasureri  were  unanimously  elected  commissioners  for  Dundee,  pursuant  to  the  order 
of  the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England,  to  receive  the  intentions  of  that 
parliament  concerning  the  settlement  of  Scotland,  the  commissioners  describing  Sir 
Alexander  as  "  on  persone  of  integrite  and  good  affection  to  the  welfair  and  peace  of  this, 
Island,"  and  giving  him  Robert  Davidsone,  treasurer,  to  act  for  him  in  his  absence 
(D.C.B.  103).  Unfortunately  the  Council  Records  of  Dundee  are  blank  or  missing  from 
the  end  of  1653  to  Nov.  1663,  and  we  are  not,  therefore,  as  well  able  to  trace  the  clerk's 
share  in  the  affairs  of  the  time  as  we  otherwise  might  be.  He  is  named,  9  March  1652, 
as  ordained  by  parliament  to  lend  certain  sums  to  the  Laird  of  Lawers  (A.P.S.  33),  and 
also  as  a  deputy  for  Scotland  to  attend  the  English  parliament  in  1652-53  (ib.  34).  He 
was  then  in  England  "  anent  the  union  "  up  to  3  June  1653,  and  had  his  expenses  paid  by 
the  nation  (A.P.S.  36).  In  the  next  year,  2  Jan.  1654,  he  was  summoned  to  Cromwell's 
parliament  as  member  for  Forfar,  Dundee,  Aberbrothock,  Montrose,  and  Brechin,  and  he 
is  also  named  as  a  commissioner  of  supply  lor  Forfar  and  Dundee,  1655-56-59  (A.P.S. 
35,  37).  There  are  among  the  Blackness  Papers  some  letters  addressed  to  Sir  Alexander 
by  various  persons  of  note  in  1655,  1659,  and  1660-61.  One  of  these  is  dated  "Dundee, 
22  Jan.  1655,"  and  is  endorsed  as  "  written  by  Dr.  Thomas  Gleg  to  Sir  Alexander  when  in 
London  on  a  visit  to  his  uncle,"  the  celebrated  Dr.  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford.1  Another, 
11  May  1660,  is  written  by  the  Earl  of  Rothes  when  just  starting  to  meet  the  King,  whose 
restoration  had  been  proclaimed  on  the  8th  of  the  month ;  while  yet  another  is  from 
Viscount  Dudhope,  a  month  later,  in  which  he  says  that  "  as  for  news,  the  King  canot  imagin, 
that  which  the  parliament  dous  not."  There  is  also  a  long  letter,  dated  "Craill  Sept.  27 
1661,"  from  James  Sharp,  afterwards  Archbishop  of  S.  Andrew's,  dealing  with  the  intended 
reformation  of  the  church  ;  and  one,  dated  "  20  March  166 — ,"  from  Lord  Lauderdale  to 
Sir  Alexander,  in  which  the  writer  expresses  his  gratitude  and  desire  for  the  good  offices 
of  Wedderburn  on  his  behalf  with  the  royal  burghs  of  Scotland.  All  these  letters  are 
printed  (Bl.  37-41)  at  length,  post,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  102  seqq.  Sir  Alexander  is  also  named  as  a 
commissioner  for  the  plantation  of  kirks  and  valuation  of  teinds,  and  also  as  a  justice  of  the 
peace  in  1663  (ib.  42,  43).2  In  1664  he  obtained  from  Charles  II.  a  gift  (Bl.  8),3 
dated  at  Whitehall  12  Feb.  1664,  by  which  the  King  confirmed  to  him  the  yearly 
pension  of  £100  sterling,  which  had  been  granted  to  him  by  Charles  I.  This  document 
is  as  follows  : — 

Charles  R. 

Our  Soveraigne  Lord  understanding  the  many  true  and  faithful!  services  done  and  performed  by  his 
Trusty  and  Welbeloved  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburne  of  Blackness,  Knight,  to  his  Maj.  Koyall  ffather  (of 
ever  blessed  memory)  for,  and  in  consideration  of  which  His  Dearest  ffather  was  graciously  pleased  as  a 
mark  of  his  favour  to  conferre  upon  him  ane  yearly  Pension  of  ane  hundreth  pounds  sterling  dureing  his 
Lifetime :  And  his  Matie  considering  his  Loyalty  and  affection,  and  his  ability  and  readiness  to  do  his  Matie 
further  service,  and  for  his  encouragement  to  continue  therein,  his  Matie  ordaines  ane  Letter  of  new  to  be 
made  and  past,  under  his  privy  seall  of  that  his  autient  Kingdome  of  Scotland,  giving,  granting  and 
Disponeing,  like  as  his  Ma'1'  by  these  piits  gives  grants  and  of  new  dispones  To  and  in  favours  of  the  said 
Sir  Alexander  Wedderburne,  Dureing  all  the  Dayes  of  his  Naturall  Lifetime,  Ane  yearly  pension  of  ane 
hundreth  pounds  sterling,  laufull  money  of  England,  to  be  payd  to  him  out  of  the  first  and  readyest  of  his 
Maties  Rents,  Revenues  and  Casualitys  of  His  said  Kingdome,  ADd  that  yearely  at  two  Termes  in  theyeare, 
Witsonday  and  Martinmas  in  Winter,  by  equall  portiones  beginning  the  first  termes  payment  yrof  at 
Witsonday  next  in  this  present  year  1664,  and  sua  furth  yearely  and  termely  thereafter  during  his  said 
lifetime  With  full  power  to  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburne  bis  servants  and  others  in  his  name, 
impowered  for  and  by  him,  to  ask,  crave,  receive,  intromett  with  and  uptake  the  Pension  above  written 
yearely,  at  the  termes  above  specifyed  and  yrupon  to  dispone  at  his  pleasure  to  give  acquittances  and 
discharges  upon  the  same  and  generally  to  do  all  and  sundry  things  requisite  in  the  premises  siclike  and 
als  freely  in  all  respects  as  any  others  who  have  had,  have,  or  may  have  any  pension  from  his  Matie  within 
the  said  Kingdome  And  that  the  said  Letter  be  further  extended  in  the  best  forme  With  all  clauses  neidfull 
'with  Comand  thereto  to  his  Matits  Treasurers  Princi11  aDd  Depute,  and  Receivers  of  his  Highnes  Rents 
Revenues  and  Casualyties  whatsoever  of  the  said  Kingdome  to  make  good  and  ready  payment  to  the  said 
Sir  Alexander  Wedderburne  of  the  Pension  above  written,  yearely  and  termely  at  the  termes  above  specifyed 
And  also  to  the  Lords  Auditors  of  his  Maties  Exchequer  To  allow  the  said  Treasrs  Principall  and  Depute  or 
Receivers,  payers  of  the  pension  above  written  the  same  pension  so  payd  yearely  in  their  accompts,  these 
pnts  being  once  shewed  upon  accompt  and  Registrat  in  the  Bookes  of  Exchequer  as  use  is  in  like  cases. 
Given  at  Whitehall  the  12th  day  of  ffebruary  1664  And  of  his  Mati6s  Reigne  the  16th  yeare, 

1  There  is  in  the  same  collection  (Bl.  36)  another  letter  from  Sir  J.  Dalzell,  said  to  have  been  written  to 

Sir  Alexander,  but  this  is  open   to  doubt.     See  note  to  the  letter,   which  is  printed  in  full,  post, 
vol.  ii.,  p.  102. 

2  It  is  not  quite  clear  whether  he  was  also  in  parliament  in  1661.     See  ante,  p.  147,  n.  6. 

3  See  as  to  this,  post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  92,  note  (Bl.  8). 
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May  it  please  your  Matie  Rothes  Part  III. 

This  Containes  yor  Maties  gift  of  Pension  Halcartoune  Chap.  II. 

to  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  ofthesoume  Bellenden 

of  ane  hundreth  pounds  sterg  yearely  for  Jo.  Gilmore 

all  the  dayes  of  his  lifetyme  Beginning  the  A.  Primrose 

first  termes  payment  yrof  at  Witsonday  G.  Home, 

next  after  the  date  of  these  pnts. 

Lauderdaill 

Ch:  Maitland 

J.  Lookhart 

After  this  he  does  not  seem  to  have  sat  in  parliament,  and  is  also  but  seldom 
mentioned  in  the  Dundee  Council  Books  during  the  later  years  of  his  life.  In  1665 
■differences  having  arisen  between  the  town  and  the  Laird  of  Bogie  and  Duke  of  Hamilton, 
and  it  being  proposed  that  they  should  be  referred  to  the  arbitration  of  Sir  Peter 
Wedderburn  of  Gosford  and  Lord  Nevay,  the  Council  elected  the  clerk  and  one  George 
Brown  to  go  to  Edinburgh  on  the  matter  (D.C.B.  110).  This  is  his  last  recorded  journey 
from  home.  His  health  seems  to  have  failed,  as,  20  April  1671,  the  Council  "considering 
the  earnest  desire  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  their  common  clerk,  on  account  of  his' 
frequent  sicknesses,  that  James  Wedderburn,  his  second  son,  who  had  formerly  the  gift 
•of  the  clerkship,  might  be  admitted  conjunct  clerk  and  to  succeed  his  father  therein  after 
his  decease,"  gave  their  unanimous  consent  thereto  (D.C.B.  117).  It  was  in  this  year 
too,  8  Nov.,  that  when  summoned  to  go  to  Edinburgh  as  a  witness  by  Dougal  McPhersone 
in  his  vexatious  litigation  with  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Easter  Powrie,  Sir  Alexander 
gets  an  order  for  his  examination  at  Dundee  on  the  ground  that  he  is  now  "  ane 
old  and  infirme  man,  not  able  to  travel  in  the  winter  seasone  for  fear  of  increasing 
seikuess  and  bringing  infirmeness  upon  my  bodie,  not  having  stirred  abroad  from  chamber 
this  six  or  seven  weekes  past  and  not  intending  thorrow  infirmeness  to  goe  abroad  this 
winter"  (S.W.  410-12).  Sir  Alexander's  last  sasine  is  dated  29  July  1671  (D.P.B.  524m), 
the  book  (D.P.B.  vol.  275)  in  which  it  occurs  being  completed  by  his  son  James,  who  had 
lately  come  of  age,  and  was  now  acting  clerk.  Thus,  3  Sept.  1673,  "James  Wedderburn 
also  clerk  of  the  burgh,  my  son,"  is  named  as  a  witness  by  Sir  Alexander,  among  the  last 
mentions  of  whom  are  two  dated  7  April  1675,  when  he  and  his  son  John  are  on  assize 
(D.B.R.  481),  and  7  March  1675-76,1  when  he  and  his  son  James  present  to  the  Council 
for  their  approval  James  Tilmor  as  clerk  depute  (D.C.B.  120). 

Such  having  been  the  public  life  of  Sir  Alexander,  it  remains  to  deal  with  his  private 
affairs.  We  have  already  seen  that  he  was  heir  to  his  father  and  to  his  father's  brother 
Peter  in  various  properties  in  Dundee,  and  to  the  references  given  above  (p.  201)  may  be 
added  a  precept  of  clare  constat  in  his  favour  as  heir  to  his  father  in  South  Nethergait 
(D.B.R.  487  a)  and  a  sasine  to  him,  17  Aug.  1632,  of  a  part  of  a  South  Murraygait  tenement 
given  to  him  on  another  precept  of  clare  constat  as  his  father's  heir  (P.B.N.  26). 2  His 
North  Marketgait  land  is  named  as  a  boundary,  9  Nov.  1636  (D.D.  6),  and  that  in  North 
Argylegait,  as  having  once  been  his  grandfather's,  1  May  1638  (D.P.B.  441).  Of  these 
two,  he  settled  the  former  on  his  wife,  8  April  1638  (D.P.B.  448),  and  disponed  the  latter, 
22  Jan.  1642,  together  with  another  tenement,  to  his  cousin  and  namesake,  the  son  of  his 
great  uncle  Robert  (S.W.  282,  336;  Bl.  26  ;  D.P.B.  484;  ante,  p.  113).  A  malthouse 
belonging  to  him,  and  once  to  his  grandfather,  is  also  mentioned  in  1642  and  1 645  (D.P.B. 
468,  472,  487). 

His  principal  property,  however,  was  the  Barony  of  Blackness,  near  Dundee,  from  which 
he  and  his  descendants  were  long  designed.  This  property  he  acquired  gradually  and 
from  different  persons  1642-54,  being  no  doubt  helped  to  do  so  by  the  generosity  of  his 
uncle,  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford  (ante,  pp.  135-36). 3  The  first  mention  of  his  name 
as  purchasing  part  of  Blackness  is  dated  18  -July  1642,  when  he  gets  agreat  seal  charter  of 
one-fourth,  and  one-sixth  of  one-eighth  of  Blackness,  together  with  the  teinds  of  Dargo,  in 
the  parish  of  Endergarvie,  co.  Perth,  all  once  belonging  to  Donald  Thornetoun  of 
Blackness  (D.Dec.  36  be  ;  G.S.R.  110  ;  R.P.S.  34)  ;  sasine  thereof  together  with  that  of  a 
croft  called  the  Temple  Croft  following  in  Aug.  1642  (G.R.S.  16-18).  In  the  next  year, 
14  June  1647,  he  got  another  great  seal  charter  of  another  eighth  and  one-sixth  of  an 
eighth  of  the  property  from  James  Boyter,  with  the  lands  of  Pittarrow  in  warrandice 

1  See  as  to  this  date,  post,  p.  210. 

3  He  is  called  "  younger  "  in  this  document  in  distinction  from  his  uncle  of  Kingennie. 
s  Thus  he  borrowed  from  Sir  John  in  1652  a  sum  of  25,533  merks,  on   which  he  never  paid  any  annual 
rent,  and  from  payment  of  both  the  principal  and  interest  of  which  he  was  released  in  1676  (Bl.  43). 
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Part  lit.    (G.S.R.    Ill  s    R.P.S.   36),  sasine  following  in  September  and   October  (G.R.S.  21,  22; 

Chap.  ii.  y .S.  15).  A  third  great  seal  charter  of  an  eighth  and  one-sixth  of  an  eighth,  with  parts  of 
Pittarrow  in  warrandice,  is  dated  18  Feb.  1648  (G.S.R.  112  ;  R.P.S.  3S),  sasine  of  Blackness 
following  14  April  (F.S.  17),  and  of  the  warrandice  lands  in  March  of  the  next  year  (G.R.S. 
24).  In  1650,  Jan.  13,  he  bought  two-eighths  and  one-third  of  an  eighth  of  Blackness  from 
Robert  Clayhillsof  Innergowrie  (R.D.  156  a)  and  got  sasine  6  March  (F.S.  22),  and  finally, 
8  Sept.  1654,  he  acquired  from  Auchinlek  of  Balmanno,1  yet  another  eighth  and  one-sixth 
of  an  eighth,  thus  completing  his  purchase  of  the  entire  property2  (R.D.  156  b  ;  F.S.  27). 
Sir  Alexander  now  consolidated  his  property  under  a  great  seal  charter,3  14  July 
1662,  by  which  the  lands  of  Blackness  (with  Pittarrow  in  warrandice)  and  of  Dargo*  were 
together  created  into  one  free  barony  to  be  called  the  barony  of  Blackness  (G.S.R.  115  ; 
D.Dec.  36  d),  on  which  charter  sasine  followed,  19  Sept.  (G.R.S.  32).  Subsequently  on 
the  marriage  of  his  eldest  son  John  in  1667  he  got  another  great  seal  charter  (21  Oct. 
1668),  ratified  by  act  of  parliament,  22  Aug.  1670,  entailing  on  him  and  his  heirs  the 
barony  of  Blackness,  together  with  the  lands  of  Logie  and  certain  other  properties  which 
he  had  also  acquired  (G.S.R.  122  ;  A.P.S.  48  ;  G.R.S.  36  ;  and  D.Dec.  36  dg  A),  and  these 
estates  remained  in  the  family  until  1741. 5 

The  property  lies  to  the  north-west  of  Dundee,  and  is  now  so  much  built  over  as  to- 
be  almost  in  the  town.  In  Sir  Alexander's  time  it  was  a  substantial  country  house,  and 
here  he  is  said  to  have  been  visited  by  Charles  II.,  who  planted  an  oak  which  still  stands 
in  front  of  the  house.6 

Of  the  properties  which  he  had  inherited  from  his  father,  Sir  Alexander  had  sold 
Monorgund's  croft  to  the  town  for  500  merks  in  about  1645  (D.C.B.  74,  80),  and  long 
after,  9  July  1672,  also  sold  to  the  Hospital  master  of  Dundee  the  other  croft,  called  the 
Seres  Hauch  (D.C.  76).  Meanwhile,  he  had,  7  Oct.  1647,  got  sasine  (F.S.  16)  of  some 
acres  in  the  Westfield,  once  the  property  of  James  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  109);  and,  in 
1649,  he  got  from  David  Lovell  of  Kinneuchie  some  other  property  in  Dundee  (R.D.  150). 
The  North  Argylegait  house  of  his  father  he  and  his  wife  resigned,  9  Sept.  1650,  to 
Robert  Stratton  (D.C.  68  ;  D.P.B.  458),  and  he  also  parted  with  a  holding  in  East  Welgait, 
16  July  1652  (D.P.B.  460).  He  seems  to  have  acquired  property  near  Dundee  rather  than 
in  the  town  itself.  Thus,  in  1655,  June  29,  he  got  some  acres  in  the  Westfield  of  Dundee 
from  the  Master  of  Gray,  which  are  named  as  his  8  Oct.  1655  and  8  Nov.  1663  (F.S.  28, 
30,  38);  in  1660  he  got  some  acres  (called  the  Berriebank)  in  Dudhope,  from  John, 
Earl  of  Dundee  (G.S.R.  120  n) ;  and  in  this  last  year,  14-19  Dec,  he  got  a  charter 
from  John  Hunter  of  Balgay  of  the  lands  and  manor  place  of  Logie,  near  Dundee, 
together  with  parts  of  Balgay,  known  as  the  Longforebank  (F.S.  45  ).7  Of  these  minor 
properties  he  got  a  confirmatory  charter  under  the  Great  Seal,  22  July  1664  (G.S.R. 
120).8  The  lands  of  Logie,  as  we  shall  see,  descended  to  his  son,  Sir  John,  who  sold  them, 
in  1682,  to  the  town  of  Dundee,  from  whom  they  were  repurchased,  in  1706,  by  his  son, 
Sir  Alexander,  by  whose  son  they  were  sold,  with  Blackness,  to  his  cousin,  the  fourth 
baronet,  who  afterwards  disponed  Logie  to  his  son-in-law,  Alexander  Read. 

'  Mr.  Archibald  Auchinlek  (son  of  Sir  George  Auchinlek  of  Balmanno)  had  acquired  part  of  Blackness  from 
his  father-in-law  Thomas  Thomsoun,  3  Sept.  1631  (R.D.  116),  and  a  charge  thereon  held  by  Janet 
Auchinlek,  daughter  of  Thomas  Auchinlek,  once  provost,  and  relict  of  the  said  Mr.  Archibald  Auchinlek 
(who  thus  had  married  again),  was  released  to  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  in  April  1657  (F.S.  32). 

'-  He  had  bought  one-fourth  and  one  forty-eighth  in  1642,  oneeighth  and  one  forty-eighth  in  1647  ;  the  same 
in  1648  ;  twice  that  amount  in  1650  ;  and  the  remaining  one  eighth  aud  one  forty-eighth  in  1654.  An 
addition  of  these  fractions  will  be  found  to  make  the  whole, 

3  This  charter  is,  through  an  error  having  crept  into  some  document,  which  is  followed  by  later  recitals, 

constantly,  but  wrongly  cited,  as  of  14  July  1666.     See  G.S.R.  115  n,  131,  134,  136. 

4  He  granted  a  tack  of  Dargo,  5  April  1665  (D.D.  20). 

5  A  prolonged  litigation  between  the  Wedderburns,  lairds  of  Blackness,  and  the  town  of  Dundee  in  regard 

to  the  Magdalen  Yard,  began  shortly  before  Sir  Alexander's  death,  but  was  chiefly  iu  the  life  of  his 
son.     See  D.C.B.  118  n. 

6  The  illustration  opposite  is  from  a  sketch  made  in  1892,  and  shows  the  oak-tree  and  the  house,  probably 

much  as  it  was  in  Sir  Alexander's  time.  It  thus  omits  a  modern  portico  with  a  bow  window  above 
it.     Another  illustration  of  the  house,  from  a  photograph,  will  be  found  post,  chap.  vi. 

7  His  cousin,  Alexander  of  Easter  Powrie,  had  a  charge  on  this  property  of  £60  a  year,  which  he  renounced 

to  Sir  Alexander,  17  Nov.  1663,  and  there  were  other  such  renunciations  at  this  time  (F.S.  39-41). 
Iu  one  of  these  (F.S.  39)  Sir  Alexander  seems  to  be  called  "  heritable  proprietor  of  Logie,"  etc., 
before  the  date  of  the  above  charter;   probably  in  consequence  of  some  contract  of  sale. 

8  In  1666  (June  13)  a  tack  of  the  crops  of  Logie  and  the  lands  of  Balgay  was  assigned  to  Sir  Alexander 

by  George  Gardyne  in  Logie,  who  was,  no  doubt,  the  tenant  at  the  time  of  his  purchase  (R.D.  170), 
as  he  had  granted  him  a  bond,  presumably  for  rent,  in  1664  (ib.  166  6). 
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He  owned  several  annual-rents  charged  on  different  properties.  Thus,  in  Aug.  1648,  Partm 
he  got  sasine  of  an  annual-rent  of  1,600  merks  charged  on  the  lands  of  Fettercairn,  co.  Chap- IL 
Kincardine  (G.R.S.  23),  and,  15  June  1650,  there  is  a  bond  by  Viscount  Dudhope  to  infeft 
him  in  an  annual  rent  of  £584  "furth  of  his  best  lands"  (R.D.  142),  of  which  charge 
he  got  sasine  25  Jan.  1654  (S.W.  311  ;  F.S.  24). !  It  seems  that  he  from  time  to  time 
lent  considerable  sums  to  the  Viscount,  who,  in  1659,  owed  him  some  thirteen  to 
fourteen  thousand  pounds,  which  he  discharged  by  the  sale  to  Sir  Alexander  of  the  above- 
named  parts  of  Dudhope  (S.W.  333-35;  GSR.  120  n).'2  Fresh  debts  were,  however, 
soon  incurred  by  Lord  Dudhope,  who,  4  June  1664,  gave  Sir  Alexander  a  bond  for  4,932 
merks  (R.D.  166a),  and  there  were  also  other  loans,  so  that  when  Dudhope  (then  Earl  of 
Dundee)  died  in  1668,  Sir  Alexander  was  one  of  his  chief  creditors,  and  was  involved  in 
the  litigation  with  Charles  Maitland  of  Hatton,  which  followed  on  the  death  of  the  Earl 
(S.W.  398,  404,  409,  414-16,  418,  420).  This  was  still  continuing  in  1673,  June  11, 
when  Maitland  gave  Sir  Alexander  and  his  son  John  a  discharge  of  his  claims  on  the  late 
Earl's  estate  (R.D.  181).  Whether  Sir  Alexander  ever  recovered  his  debt  does  not  appear, 
but  even  after  his  death  there  were,  1679-84,  questions  between  his  heirs  and  the  new 
owners  of  Dudhope  as  to  whether  parts  of  Blackness  were  not  parts  of  the  Barony  of 
Dundee  (S.W.  439,  465-66).s 

He  is  often  named  as  curator,  factor,  procurator,  or  executor  for  members  of  his 
family  ;  as  adviser  re  the  investment  of  settlement  monies,  or  witness  to  baptisms  or 
marriage  contracts.  Thus  he  was  a  curator  to  his  two  younger  brothers,  William  and 
Peter,  in  1633  (D.C.  62)  ;4  a  factor  for  his  uncle  Sir  John,  the  doctor,  1636-38  (R.P.S.  33  ;. 
R.D.  115,  119,  128);  procurator  for  his  distant  cousin,  the  protomedicus  in  Moravia,  in 
his  retour  as  heir  to  his  brother,  the  bishop  (ante,  pp.  27-28),  in  1641  (D.B.R.  426); 
executor  to  the  bishop  in  the  same  year  (R.D.  132,  133);  adviser  to  the  marriage 
settlement  of  his  cousin,  Kingennie,  and  Margaret  Fotheringhame  in  1643  (S.W.  289)  He 
also  witnesses  a  bond  by  Margaret  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  48),  31  Dec.  1646  (S.W.  296); 
to  whose  sons,  David  and  Andrew  Bruce,  he  was  a  curator,  25  Oct.  1647  (D.B.R.  449). 
When,  in  1644,  his  great  uncle,  James,  left  a  silver  basin  to  the  church  of  Dundee,  he 
desired  that  Blackness  should  write  the  inscription  to  be  engraved  on  it  (Br.T.  13).  He  is 
also  named  as  mother's  kin  to  the  sons  of  David  Weymis  of  Dundee,  12  May  1647  (D.B.R. 
452),  was  an  executor  to  his  cousin,  Alexander  (son  of  Robert,  ante  p.  112),  in  1653  lib. 
462),  and  one  of  the  mother's  kin  in  the  edict  of  curatory  to  Margaret  Bruce,  daughter  of 
the  above-named  Margaret  Wedderburn  (ib.  466).  He  had  witnessed  the  marriage 
contract  of  Margaret  Milne  on  her  first  marriage,  with  Robert  Lindsay,  2  March  1670, 
and  he  also  witnessed  that  made  on  her  second  marriage,  19  May  1660,  with  his  cousin, 
Kingennie  (S.W.  339-40),  and  was  a  curator  to  Mr.  Alexander  Milne  (her  nephew)  in 
1670  (S.W.  400). 

He  also  witnessed  several  baptisms  in  the  family,  e.g.,  those  of,  27  June  1656, 
Susanna  and  Agnes,  twin  daughters  of  his  brother  Gosford  (Ed.B.  3);  11  May  1662, 
17  July  1663,  Elizabeth  and  Janet,  daughters  of  Kingennie,  the  provost,  and  Margaret 
Milne  (D.B.  1.1,  12);  10  Oct.  1667,  25  Oct.  1668,  17  Feb.  1671,  John,  Alexander,  and 
Mathilda,  children  of  his  daughter  Grissell  and  Alexander,  younger  of  Kingennie  (D.B. 
15,  18,  21)  ;  12  Aug.  1668,  14  Dec.  1670,  7  April  1672,  8  Jan.  1674,  2  Sept.  1675, 
Mathilda,  Margaret,  Alexander,  David  and  Peter,  children  of  his  son  John  (Bl.  10 ;  D.B. 
17,  20,  22,  23,  25) ;  and,  28  Sept.  1674,  Mathilda,  daughter  of  his  son  James.  In  all,  in 
his  family  and  out,  he  is  witness  or  godfather  some  seventy-six  times,  1645-75,  there  being 

1  J.  W.  speaks  of  a  great  seal  charter  of  this  charge  in  1652  ;  but  I  find  none  such.     See  G.S.R.  112  n. 

The  sum  is  recited  (according  to  my  notes)  as  £184  in  a  later  document  (S.W.  333). 
"  The  lands  though  differently  entitled,  through  different  spelling,  iu  these  two  references,  are  no  doubt  the 

same. 

3  Other  annual  rents  are  named,  e.g.,  8  Sept.  1655,  by  Blair  of  Bathayock,  with  whom  he  had  had  a  suit 

(G.R.S.  28  ;  R.A.D.  69)  9  July  1657,  out  of  a  Dundee  tenement  (S.W.  317,  321)  ;  17  Feb.  1664,  by 
Hunter  of  Balgay,  renounced  11  Nov.  1665  (F.S.  41);  21  Sept.  1668,  out  of  his  father's  North 
Argylegait  laud  disponed  by  him,  ul  sup.  (D.P.B.  509);  28  Feb.  1674  (F.S.  62).  There  are  also  bonds 
to  him  1636,  1638-39,  1651-52,  1659  (R.D.  129-30  a  b  cd,  144  6,  149,  154).  1661  (S.W.  348)  and  1663 
(D.1J.  11).  Two  discharges  and  a  bond,  all  dated  23  May  1654,  to  him  by  Sir  William  Diek  of 
Braid,  with  whom  he  had  litigation  (R.D.  143)  are  registered  5  July  1654  (R.D.  145  a  be)  and  there 
is  another  discharge  to  him  by  Alexander  Bower  21  April  in  that  year  (ib.  144  a).  Decreets  in  his 
favour  or  against  him  will  be  found  13  March  1643  (D.B.R.  429)  ;  24  June,  30  Dec.  1658  (R.A.D.  73, 
74)  ;  16  July  1667  {ib.  80)  ;  6  June,  11  July  1669,  where  presumably  the  reference  is  to  him  (ib.  82), 
15  Jan.  1670  (ib.  83)  ;  and  6  Nov.  1673  (ib.  88). 

4  He  is  called  "  younger  "  in  this  document. 

2  D 
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Part  in.     during  this  period  only  two  years,  1656  and  1661,  in  which  his  name  does  not  so  occur 
ap'     '    in  the  Dundee  Parish  Register.1 

The  year  of  his  death  is,  oddly  enough,  not  quite  certain,  but  it  was  on  18  Nov.  in 
either  1675  or  1676.  The  inscription  on  his  tomb  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee  is  said  to  have 
run  as  follows  : — 

Hie  jacet  Oominus  Alexander  Wedderbum,  Dominus  de  Blackuess,  civitatis  Taodiinao  secretarius 
dignissimus  qui  obiit  18  Nov.  1676,  Eetatis  suse  66. 2 

Further,  in  the  Dundee  Council  Books  there  is  an  entry  of  7  March  1676  recording 
the  council's  approval  of  James  Pilmor  presented  to  them  as  deputy  clerk  by  Sir  Alexander 
and  James  Wedderbum,  principal  clerks  (DC.B.  119).  But  on  the  other  hand  the 
confirmation  of  his  will,  dated  at  Brechin  7  Nov.  1676  (Br.T.  15),  records  his  death  in 
Nov.  1675,  and  there  is  an  entry  in  the  Duudee  Council  Books,  22  March  1676,  in  which 
his  son  John  is  termed  not  "fiar  "  but  actually  "  of  Blackness  "  (D.C.B,  120).  while  there 
is  also,  18  Dec.  1675,  a  dispensation  (D.P.B.  523)  by  James,  second  son  of  the  late  Sir 
Alexander,  to  his  brother  Peter  of  land  once  their  father's,  and  not  only  are  other  lands  so 
named  21  Feb.  1676  (ib.  52 la)  but  the  heirs  of  Sir  Alexander  in  North  Argylegait  arc 
mentioned  8  April  in  the  same  year  (ib.  574  b).  The  difficulty  probably  arises  through  the 
confusion  of  counting  the  new  year  not  from  January  but  from  March,  so  that  the  years 
cover  1675-76,  1676-77.  On  the  whole,  I  think,  the  evidence  favours  1675  as  the  true  date. 
The  copyist  of  the  inscription  on  the  tomb  may  have  mistaken  the  figures,  or  the  stone 
may  not  have  been  put  up  till  some  years  after  Sir  Alexander  s  death  and  the  date  have  then 
been  inaccurately  given.  The  reference  of  7  March  1676  in  the  Dundee  Council  Books  is 
not  inconsistent  with  the  presentation  of  Pilmor  by  Sir  Alexander  some  months  before  the 
approval  of  the  council,  and  moreover  throughout  the  Dundee  Records  there  is  no  other 
reference  to  him  as  alive  in  1676. 

Sir  Alexander  obtaiued  from  the  Lyon  College  in  1673  a  matriculation  of  his  arms, 
being,  of  course,  those  of  his  predecessors,  but.  with  the  motto  "  Aquila  non  captat  muscas," 
which  he  seems  to  have  adopted,  and  a  crescent  charged  on  the  chevron  for  a  mark  of 
cadency  (Bl.  77,  1,  2). 

There  is  a  portrait  of  him  at  Meredith,  of  which  an  engraving  is  given  opposite, 
and  of  which  a  copy  is  in  my  possession.  The  name  of  the  artist  is  not  known,  and 
the  authenticity  of  the  portrait  depends  on  tradition,  it  having  always  been  known  in 
the  family  as  that  of  the  "  Knight  of  Ripon."  The  costume  much  resembles  a  portrait  at 
Birkhill,  the  history  of  which  is  lost,  but  there  is  no  likeness  of  feature,  sufficient  to  enable 
one  to  identify  the  one  portrait  by  the  other. 

His  will  was  confirmed  at  Brechin,  7  Nov.  1676,  being  given  up  by  John  Wedderbum. 
then  of  Blackness,  his  eldest  son  and  executor  dative  (Br.T.  15),  who  is  also  named  as  his 
heir  and  executor  10  Jan.  1676  (R  D.  187),  and  later  in  the  same  year,  21  Nov.,  makes 
the  agreement  with  his  uncle  Sir  Peter  as  to  the  estate  of  Sir  John  of  Gosford  (Bl.  43  ; 
ante,  p.  136). 

His  different  houses  in  Dundee  are  often  mentioned  as  having  once  been  his,  e.g.,  a 
North  Argylegait  land,  which  passed  to  George  Grieve  (D.P.B.  546)  and  another  which  he 
had  disponed  to  Thomas  Butchart  (D.P.B.  569)  ;3  while  his  name  is  always  referred  to  in 
the  charters  and  entails  of  Blackness,  1699—1735  (G.S.R.  131, 136  ;  F.S.  92,  104  ;  R.A.D. 
156).  References  to  him  in  connection  with  settlements  made  on  his  sons  and  the  marriages 
of  his  daughters  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  accounts  given  of  them.4 

Sir  Alexander  married  at  Dundee  early  in  1638,  Matild  Fletcher,  daughter  of  James 
Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundee.5  The  marriage  contract  (Bl.  14)  is  dated  at  Dundee  5  Jan.  1638, 
and  is  signed  by  the  husband  (see  facsimile,  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  97)  and  by  the  wife  "  w*  my  hand 
at  ye  pen  led  by  ye  notarie  at  my  comand  because  I  can  not  write."     In  it  Matild  Fletcher 

1  For  other  mentions  of  him  as  witness  see  25  March  1635  (P.R.N.  27)  ;  17  Jan.,  2  May,  29  Dec.  1633  (F.S. 
6,  7,  8) ;  27  March  1638  (G.R.S.  12  n)  ;  4  Nov.  1644  (S.W.  292)  ;  27  Nov.  1646  (S.VV.  295) ;  27  March 
1654  {ib.  312)  ;  22  March  1659  (S.W.  323-29),  Sometimes  also  he  is  named  to  identify  his  brothers, 
e.q.,  D.P.B.  456  c,  474  ;  12  Sept.  1662  (S.W.  351,  352,  375  ;  R.D.  159-60,  165)  ;  1  June  1664  (F.S. 
43)  ;  9,  29  June  1666  (D.P.B.  498  ;  F.S.  51). 

-  See  H.C.R.  I.,  ii.,  and  a  small  memorandum  (penes  Sir  William  Wedderbum)  giving  the  same  inscription, 
as  that  on  "the  tombstone  with  the  marboll  pannall."     It  was  not  legible  in  1836  (J.W.  4). 

3  See  S.W.  442-43;  D.P.B.  546,  558,  569,  575,  579,  586;  D.B.R.  487  ;  D.D.  47,  72,  98,  111  ;  F.S.  67,  68, 

99;  R.A.D.  163. 

4  See  e.g.  D.C.  72;  D.P.B.  459,  i92abcd,  500,  505,  517;  D.B.R.  487  6c;  F.S.  42,  61,  62. 

6  It  would  seem,  however,  that  they  were  already  married  by  Scotch  law  as  their  eldest  child  Margaret 
was  born  in  March  1638. 
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is  termed  "  spouse  future"  to  Alexander,  so  that  it  was  an  ante-nuptial  contract.1  Her  Part  in. 
dowry  was  5,000  merks,  which  sum  the  husband  is  to  bring'  up  to  8,000  merks,  to  be  chap-  H- 
iuvested  in  annual-rents  out  of  lands  in  Forfar  and  Perth.  Her  advisers  are  Sir  Andrew 
Fletcher  of  Innerpeffer,  Knt,  one  of  the  lords  of  session,  and  Mr.  John  Fletcher,  advocate, 
both,  no  doubt,  near  relatives.  She  was  just  ten  years  younger  than  her  husband,  having 
been  born  in  March  1620  (Bl.  9),  and  survived  him  many  years  till  1703-4,  when  she  was 
laid  by  his  side  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee,  the  Mortcloth  Dues  recording  the  use  of  the  cloth 
for  "  Lady  Blackness,  elder  "  at  that  time  (D.M.D.  33).  She  is  thus  occasionally  named  as 
his  relict  after  Sir  Alexander's  death,  e.g.,  17  May  1680,  when  her  life-rent  of  a  South 
Flukergait  house  is  named  (F.S.  67)  ;  13  June  1683,  when  she  assigns  a  debt  due  to  her 
(D.Dec.  11) ;  and  18  Nov.  1689,  when  she  gets,  as  '' guyder,  maintainer,  and  intertainer," 
a  decree  for  maills  due  to  Alexander,  son  of  her  late  son  Peter  (D.B  R.  486). 

By  her  Sir  Alexander  had  issue  ten  sons  and  six  daughters,  of  whom  he  has  left  an 
elaborate  family  register  (Bl.  9),2  which  is  given  at  length  and  also  in  facsimile  at  pp.  92- 
93  of  vol.  ii.     The  sons  were, 

1.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  born  in  Dundee  26  Oct.  1639  (Bl.  9),  but  died  before 

2  May  1643,  when  his  parents  give  the  same  name  to  another  son  (ib.). 

2.  John  Wedderburn,    born  12  Feb.   1641,  his  son  and  heir,  afterwards  Sir  John 

Wedderburn  first  baronet  of  Blackness,  whose  male  line  became  extinct  on  the 
death  of  his  grandson,  the  third  baronet,  in  1723.     See  post,  chap.  iv. 

3.  James  Wedderburn,  born  in  Dundee  3  May  1642  (Bl.  9).     He  is  called  "second 

son  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness  "  in  the  (confirmed)  will  of  his  great 
great  uncle  James,  the  merchant  (ante,  p.  117),  who  leaves  him  a  legacy  of  1,000 
merks  (Br.T.  13),  and  he  was  living  29  Jan.  1647,  when  his  mother,  with  his  father's 
consent,  i-atifies  a  renunciation  (8  Dec.  1646)  of  her  life-rent  in  the  Catchpoill  or 
Ketchpull  close  in  favour  of  James,  their  second  son  (D.B.R.  448)  He  died, 
however,  before  8  Nov.  1649,  when  his  parents  give  the  same  name  to  another 
son  (Bl.  9). 

4.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  born  in  Dundee  2  May  1643  (Bl.  9),  but  died  before 

4  April  1648,  when  his  parents  so  name  another  son  (ib.). 

5.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  born  at  Dundee  4  April  1648  (Bl.  9),  and  baptized  there 

April  13,  but  died  before  23  Jan.  1658  (D.B.  4),  when  his  parents  so  name  another 
son  (Bl.  9). 
(J.  James  Wedderburn,  born  8  Nov.  1649,  and  ultimately  second  surviving  son  of 
his  father,  clerk  of  Dundee  1675-96,  and  father  of  Sir  Alexander,  who  succeeded  as 
fourth  baronet  of  Blackness,  on  the  death  of  his  cousin,  the  third  baronet,  in  1723. 
See  post,  chap.  v. 

7.  Peter  Wedderburn,  born  18  Sept.  1652,  married  and  had  issue,  now  extinct  in 

male  line.     See  post,  chap.  iii. 

8.  George  Wedderburn,  born  13  Sept.  1654,  married  and  had  issue,  extinct  in  male 

line  before  1707.     See  post,  chap.  iii. 

9.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  born  23  Jan.  1658,  married  and  had  issue  three  daughters. 

See  post,  chap.  iii. 

10.  —  Wedderburn,  born  30  Oct.  1660,  and  "dyed  that  day  without  baptisme"  (Bl.  9). 

1  The  marriage  contract  of  Sir  Alexander  and  his  own  register  (Bl.  9)  in  which  he  speaks  of  "  James 
Fletcher,  provost,  my  father-in-law,"  as  witness  to  the  baptism  of  his  first  child,  places  the  parentage 
of  Matild  Fletcher  beyond  all  doubt.  Douglas,  however,  followed  by  J.  W.  and  others,  wrongly 
describes  her  as  the  daughter  of  the  abovenamed  Sir  Andrew  Fletcher  of  Innerpeffer,  St-  Vigean's, 
near  Arbroath,  the  degree  of  whose  relationship  I  have  not  ascertained.  Perhaps  the  provost  was 
a  younger  brother  of  Sir  Andrew,  who  was  eldest  son  to  Robert  Fletcher  of  Innerpeffer  and  Beucleo, 
co.  Forfar,  burgess  of  Dundee,  and  had  by  his  wife  (a  Hay  of  Megginch)  a  son  Robert,  afterwards 
knighted,  who  was  father  to  the  famous  Andrew  Fletcher,  Lord  Salcoun.  (See  Nat.  Diet.  Biog., 
vol.  xix.,  8.  Fletcher.)  George  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundee,  who  married  in  1664  Agnes  Campbell, 
relict  of  John  Pitcairn,  and  had  a  son  James  Fletcher,  was  no  doubt  of  the  same  family  as  Matild 
Fletcher,  whose  husband  was  an  adviser  to  George  Fletcher's  marriage  contract  (R.A. D.  91). 

-  The  birth  dates  of  these  children  are  taken  from,  his  register,  and  the  dates  of  their  baptisms  from  the 
Parish  Register  of  Dundee,  but  as  that  record  only  begins  in  1645  there  is  no  entry  in  it  of  the 
baptism  of  the  four  eldest  sons  and  two  eldest  daughters.  It  is  clear,  however,  from  the  names  of 
the  witnesses  given  in  their  family  register  that  they  were  born  and  baptized  in  Dundee.  There  is 
also  a  copy  of  Sir  Alexander's  register  made  by  Alexander  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn  about  1799 
(S.W.  419). 
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^rt  HI-  Of  the  daughters  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn, 

ap'  "  1.  Margaret  Wedderburn1  was  born  in  Dundee  22  March  1638  (Bl.  9).  She  married 
at  Dundee  28-30  August  1655  (by  banns  30  June)2  Patrick  Kyd,  younger  of 
Craigie  (Bl.  9  ;  D.M.  5),  the  marriage  contract  being  dated  15  Aug.  (D.D  15). 
Her  husband  was  the  eldest  son  of  Mr.  James  Kyd  of  Craigie,  who  granted,  15  Aug., 
a  charter  of  Grange  of  Barrie  and  other  lands  to  his  son's  wife,  in  implement  of  her 
marriage  contract,  sasine  following  7  Sept.,  8  Oct.  (F.S.  29)  ;  and  a  third  of  Craigie 
was  also  settled  on  her.  her  husband,  and  their  issue,  subject  to  James  Kyd's3  life- 
rent by  charter,  dated  18  Nov.  in  the  same  year  (F.S.  31).  James  Kyd  died  before 
1662,  and,  16  April  1663,  his  son  Patrick  got  sasine  of  the  third  of  Craigie4  as  his  heir 
(F.S.  35).  Patrick  and  his  wife  are  often  named,  e.g.,  31  Dec.  1661  in  an  obligation 
by  James  Kyd  to  his  younger  sons,  reciting  the  settlement  of  Grange  of  Barrie  on 
Patrick  Kyd  and  his  heirs  male  (D.D.  15)  ;  21  Dec.  1664,  when  she  renounces  to 
him  her  interest  in  Grange  of  Barrie  (D.B.R.  475) ;  12  Jan.  1665,  when  he  settles 
on  her  six  ploughs  of  the  lands  of  Craigie  in  life-rent  (F.S.  46)  ;  29  June  1666, 
when  there  is  a  charter  in  his  favour  (ib.  51) ;  and  31  Aug.  1667,  when  he  gets 
sasine  of  Grange  of  Barrie  (D.P.B.  502  ;  F.S.  52).  They  had  a  son,  James  Kyd, 
baptized  in  Dundee  16  April  1657  (D.B.  orig.  record  s.d.)  who  died,  however, 
before  15  May  1675,  when  it  is  clear  that  they  were  childless,  as  Patrick 
then  resigned  parts  of  Craigie  to  his  brother  William,  subject  to  the  life-rent  of 
himself  and  his  wife,  to  redemption  "  if  Patrick  ever  have  a  son,"  and  to  certain 
charges  if  he  have  daughters.  In  event  of  his  dying  s.p.  the  lands  are  charged 
with  substantial  legacies  to  his  brother-in-law,  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  and 
to  Alexander  of  Kingennie.  On  this  resignation  William  Kyd  got  a  great  seal 
charter  (G.S.R.  126)  followed  by  sasine  15  May  1675  (F.S.  63).  I  have  not 
ascertained  the  date  of  Patrick's  death.  He  was  living  in  Feb.  1676,  when  he 
witnessed  a  sasine  made  on  the  marriage  contract  of  his  wife's  sister  Cecilia 
(G.R.S.  44),  but  died  before  18  Nov.  1685,  when  his  "  relict"  is  one  of  the  curators 
to  the  younger  and  orphan  children  of  his  brother  and  her  sister,  William  Kyd  and 
Jean  Wedderburn  (D.Dec.  16  and  see  D.Dec.  40).  Her  life-rent  in  Craigie  is  men- 
tioned 20  May  1687,  when  her  nephew,  James  Kyd,  marries  (S.W.  481),  and  she  was 
a  witness  to  the  baptism  of  her  niece,  Margaret  (daughter  of  her  youngest  brother, 
Alexander,  post,  p.  218)  on  29  Oct.  1690  (D.B.  44).  There  are  decrees  for  her, 
"relict  of  Patrick  Kyd  of  Craigie,"  3  July  1693,  20  Oct.  1694  (D.Dec.  21,  26),  and 
she  had  an  action  v.  one  Davidson,  24  March  1699,  and  got  a  decree  31  May,  on 
both  which  occasions  she  is  called  "  Margaret  Wedderburn,  Lady  Craigie,  elder  "  in 
distinction  from  her  namesake,  the  daughter  of  her  brother  James,  who  had  married 
John  Paterson  of  Craigie,  co.  Perth  (D.B.R.  495  ;  D.Dec.  39).  There  is  also  a 
discharge  by  her  to  her  brother,  Blackness,   21  July  1702  (D.D.  69).     The  latest 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  481  ;  Bl.  9  ;  D.P.B.  502  ;  D.B.R.  475,  495  ;  D.D.  15,  40,  69-70  ;  D.Dec. 

16,  21,  26,  39  ;  G  S.R.  126  ;  G.R.S.  44  ;  F.S.  29,  31,  46;  51,  52,  63  ;  D.M.  5  ;  D.B.  44. 

2  The  Dundee  Parish  Register  gives  the  date  aa  Aug.  30  ;  her  father's  register  as  Aug.  28. 

3  The  name  of  Kyd  occurs  early  in  the  Dundee  records,  and  is  also  early  connected  by  marriage  with  that 

of  Wedderburn.  Thus,  Robert  Kyd  was  in  parliament  for  Dundee  in  1357,  and  we  have  seen  that 
Robert  Wedderburn,  the  grandfather  of  Kingennie,  married  Janet  Kyd  (ante,  p.  94),  and  that 
Alexander  Kyd  married  Isobell,  daughter  of  David  Wedderburn  of  Craigie  (ante,  p.  58).  There  were, 
I  believe,  ultimately  two  branches  of  the  family,  one  in  and  near  Dundee  and  the  other  at  Arbroath, 
for  which  John  Kyd  was  member  in  167S-86.  As  to  the  Kyds  of  Craigie  I  should  not  have  gone  into 
their  history  had  not  I  chanced  to  get  into  correspondence  with  Mr.  James  Findlay  of  Easterhill, 
who  provided  me  with  a  good  deal  of  material  in  regard  to  the  family,  which  was  that  of  his 
wife's  maternal  grandmother.  Taking  his  information  and  some  notes  from  the  Dundee  records, 
etc.,  I  am  able  to  give,  as  authentic,  the  pedigree  on  page  213,  although  I  cannot  here  go  into 
the  proofs  (see,  however,  vol.  ii ,  Index,  s.  Kyd  ;  and  Wood's  East  Neuk  of  Fife).  The  connection  by 
marriage  with  the  Findlays  accounts  for  there  being  at  Boturich,  co.  Dumbarton,  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  R.  E.  Kindlay,  three  portraits  by  Zoust,  of  Margaret  Wedderburn,  her  sister  Jean,  and  the  latter's 
husband,  William  Kyd  of  Woodhill.  There  is  a  tradition  thatone  of  these  ladies,  after  failing  to  persuade 
her  husband  to  stay  at  home  from  the  wars,  succeeded  at  the  last  moment  in  preventing  his  departure 
for  the  field  by  pouring  a  kettleful  of  boiling  water  into  his  boots  as  he  was  draining  the  stirrup  cup 
Bhe  had  offered  him.  She  is  said  to  have  thus  saved  both  his  property  and  his  life.  I  have  heard 
this  story  made  into  an  incident  of  the  '15  or  the  '45,  but  this  is  impossible.  Both  Margaret  and 
Jean  Wedderburn  were  dead  before  the  '15. 

4  Craigie,  as  we  have  seen,  had  belonged  to  David,  James,  and  John  Wedderburn  from  1535  to  1594  (ante, 

pp.  56  seqq.),  but  had  been  alienated  by  the  last  of  them  to  Scharp  of  Houstoun,  and  then  passed  to 
the  Kyds  (F.S.  35). 
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Pedigree  of  the  Kyds  of  Craigie,  circ.  1600 — 1826,  shoioing  the  descents  from 
Jean    Wedderbum  and  William  Kyd. 

Patrick  Kyd  of  Grange=j= 
of  Barrie. 


Part  III. 
Chap.  II. 


James  Kyd= 
of  Craigie. 


Agnes  William  Kyd,  d.s.p.  before 

Clayhills.         13  Nov.  1663.  Retouredheir 

to  his   immediate   younger 

brother    Kobert,     13    May 

1663. 


Robert  Kyd, 
d.s.p.  before 
13  May  1663. 


Barbara,  m.  Dr.  Thomas 
Gleg  and  had  a  son,  Alex- 
ander, bapt.  in  Dundee 
23  Jan.  1663. 


Patrick  Kyd  of  Craigie,^=Margaret 
retoured  heir  to  his 
father  and  grandfather 
1662,  d.s.p.  him  sur- 
viving before  18  Nov. 
1685. 


tt n 

William    Kyd=j=Jean  Wed-     Thomas    Kyd,    d.  1.  Barbara,  b.  1647, 

of  Woodhill.d.  I  derburn.        unm.  before  6  Nov.  m.,  11  Aug.  1668, 

before  7  Aug.  |                         1676.  Thomas    Halibur- 

1676.                                                     —  ton. 

Alexander   Kyd,  — 

bapt.    in    Dundee  2.  Agnes,  m. 

29  April  1650.  Graham. 


David 


James  Kyd,  b. 
1657,  d.  vita 
patris. 


James  Kyd  of 
Craigie,  b.  1666, 
retoured  heir  to 
his  father  1677- 
Living  1715. 


=j=Helen    Fothering- 
hame  of  the  Ballin- 
I  dean  family. 


Alexander  Kyd,  b.  1668.     1. 


Matilda,   b.  1667. 


Patrick  Kyd,  b.  1670, 
discharged  his  curators 
1692;  living,  a  merchant, 
1706. 


2.  Margaret,  b.  1669, 
m.  John  Paterson 
of  Craigie. 

3.  Jean,  b.  1671. 


George  Kyd  of=j=Elizabeth,  dau.  of 
Woodhill  and  I  Hon.  Alexander 
Craigie  ;  heir  to  i  Maitland,  4th  son 
his  father,  27  |  of  3rd  Earl  of 
Dec.   1732.  Lauderdale. 


Thomas    Kyd,    b.=j=Rachel  Eccles,  2nd  dau.         Agnes,  m.  1710, 
1697;  a  merchant  I  of  Dr.  William  Eccles  of         RobertDavidson 
in   Edinburgh  ;  d.  i  Eccles  and  Kildonan  by         of  Balgay. 
at   Elie    23    Sept.  I  Margaret,   dau.  to   Sir 
1777.  I  John  Wedderbum,  Bt. 


I 


1.   Hannah,  dau.=j=James  Kyd,  Capt.=j=2.  Anna  Elm-        Charles   Kyd.=f=Anne  Lindsay. 


to  ...  Bevis  of  |  R.N.,  b.  1723?  d. 
Southampton;  l  at  Elie  1793.  Sold 
she  d.  at  Elie  |  Craigie  and  Wood- 
1757.  I  hill  and  built  Elie 

I  Lodge. 


sail,  widow  of 
Capt.  Staun- 
ton. 


Anna,  m.  Capt.  Elm- 
sail  of  Thornhill. 


A  daughter,  d.  1832,  having  m. 

1.  John  Bishop,  of  Barbadoes,  s.p. 

2.  Lieut.-Gen.  Sir  Fitzroy  McLean 
of  Morvaron,  Bart. 


1.  Agnes. 

2.  Matilda. 

3.  Margaret. 


^ 


Alexander  Kyd,  d. 
in  London  25  Nov. 
1826,  Capt.  H.E.I.C.'s 
service  at  siege  of 
Seringapatam.  [Had 
a  natural  son,  Alexan- 
der.    See  his  will.] 


George  Kyd 
(Dr.)  died  at 
S.   Vincent 
March   1775 
(Scot's  ihag.) 


Mary= 
Kyd. 


Families  of  de  Cardonnel 


j=Adam  Mansfeldt  de     Katharine, 
Cardonnel,  who  took     d.  young 
the  name  of  Lawson     1772. 
for     the     estate     of 
Cramlington,  co. 
Northumberland. 


Lawson,  Elmsall,  Wright,  and  Findlay. 


Helen,  m.  Rev.  James 
Nairne,  D.D.,of  Pit- 
tenweem,    and    had 


Mansfeldt  de  Cardon- 
nel-Lawson,  sold 
Cramlington  and  d. 
s.p.,  when  the  family 
pictures  went  to  his 
sister. 


Alexander  Hyltnii  de  Cardonnel-Lawson,  m. 
Margaret  Vibert  aud  had  a  sou,  James  Hylton 
de  Cardonnel-Lawson  (d.  1871,  leaving  an  only 
child  issue,  Ada  de  Cardonnel-Lawson)  and  a 
dau.,  Mary  Ellen  who  d.  1876. 


Anne  Lind- 
say de  Car- 
donel-Law- 
sou,m.Capt. 
Morgan,  R. 
N..  d.s,p. 


Hanuah=f=Col 
Mary    de 
Cardon- 
nel-Law- 


Elm- 
sall    of 
Wood- 
lauds, 
Doncaster. 


William    de 
C.  Elmsall,  4th 
Royal  Dra- 
goons.    His 
line  extinct. 


Mansfeldt  de 
C.  Elmsall,  m. 
Eloise  Tre- 
beck.    ^1/ 


Ellen  Mary  de 
C.  Elmsall,  m. 
Charles  Wright. 

si/ 


Lucy  Anna  de: 

Cardonnel 

Elmsall. 


James  Findlay 
of  Easterhill. 


* 


Georgiana  de  C.   Elm- 
sall,   m.   Charles  B. 
Findlay  of  Boturich. 
si/ 
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Part  in.  mention  of  her  is  in  a  discharge  by  Mr.  John  Paterson  of  Craigie  to  Sir  Alexander, 

Chap.  11.  second  baronet  of  Blackness  (as  heir  of  his  father),  who  was  assignee  of  a  bond  given 

4  May  1704  by  Margaret  Wedderburn,  relict  of  Patrick  Kyd  of  Craigie,  to  Margaret, 
second  daughter  of  James  Wedderburu,  clerk,  and  wife  of  the  said  John  Paterson, 
and  to  Margaret,  Jean,  and  Agnes  Paterson,  his  daughters  (D.D.  70).  Margaret 
Wedderburn  was  thus  living  in  1704,  but  died  before  3  June  1706. 

2.  Jean  "Wedderburn.1  born  15  Jan.  1645  (Bl.  9).     She  married  at  Dundee,  26  Nov. 

1663,  William  Kyd?  afterwards  of  Woodhill  and  Craigie,  brother  of  her  sister 
Margaret's  husband,  Patrick  (Bl.  9  ;  D.M.  8),  the  marriage  contract,  signed  by  her 
and  her  father  (see  facsimile,  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  97),  being  dated  "28  Oct.  preceding 
(Bl.  16).  Her  tocher  was  eight  thousand  merks,  and  her  husband,  then  underage, 
becomes  bound  to  settle  on  her  an  annuity  of  one  thousand  merks  and  the  life-rent 
of  a  South  Seagait  land  (D.P.B.  491). 3  He  got  sasine  of  Woodhill  1  Sept.  1671 
(D.P.B.  516),  and  later,  as  we  have  seen,  through  the  failure  of  the  issue  of  his 
brother  Patrick,  got  a  Great  Seal  charter  of  Craigie  15  May  1675  (G.S.R.  126  ; 
F.S.  63).  I  have  not  ascertained  the  exact  date  of  either  Jean  Wedderburn's  or 
her  husband's  death,  but  he  seems  to  have  died  before  20  Aug.  1676  (D.D.  23), 
and  she  was  dead  before  16  Feb.  1685,  when  her  brother  named  a  daughter  "efter 
my  deceast  sister  Lady  Woodhill  "  (Bl.  10).  Her  husband  is  also  named  as  dead 
18  Nov.  in  that  year,  when  two  of  his  children,  Peter  (or  Patrick)  and  Margaret 
choose  their  curators  (D.Dec.  16). 

They  had  had  issue  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  were  baptized 
at  Dundee,  viz.,  James,  12  March  1666;  Alexander,  20  April  1668;  Patrick, 
25  July  1670;  Matilda,  20  March  1667;  Margaret,  22  July  1669;  and  Jean, 
9  Nov.  1671  {Dim.  Par.  Reg.,  s.dd.  orig.  record),  of  whom  only  three,  James  (R.D. 
216),  Patrick  (D.D.  40),  and  Margaret  seem  to  have  survived  their  parents. 

3.  Helen  Wedderburn,  born  2  March  1646  (Bl.  9),  and  baptized  in  Dundee  7  March 

(D.B.  2).  She  was  twice  married,  viz.,  (i.)  On  28  June  1665  to  David  Dickson, 
second  son  of  John  Dickson  of  Heartree  (Bl.  16  a),  co.  Peebles  (Bl.  9).  The 
marriage  contract,  dated  13  May  1665,  is  referred  to  in  a  discharge  to  Sir  Alexander 
by  him  and  his  curators — for  he  was  under  age — for  two  thousand  of  Helen's  nine 
thousand  merks  tocher,  dated  18  Nov.  1665  (Bl.  15,  16  a).  Of  this  marriage  there 
was  (besides,  perhaps,  other  issue)  a  son,  John  Dickson  of  Heartree,  who  had  a  suit 
v.  his  curators,  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  and 
George  Wedderburn  in  Edinburgh,  8  June  1681,  in  which  his  mother's  life-rent  is 
named  (RAD.  102).  (ii.)  At  Edinburgh,  20  Feb.  1379,  by  Mr.  Annand,  Dean,  to 
Thomas  Milne  of  Muirtoun  (Ed.M.  9).  The  marriage  contract  (Bl.  16  a)  is  dated 
the  same  day,  and  is  signed  by  the  spouses,  her  brother  George,  her  uncle  Sir  Peter, 
as  consenting  parties  and  as  witnesses,  by  Sir  Peter's  three  sons  and  her  nephew 
Alexander  (afterwards  second  baronet  of  Blackness),  then  nine  years  of  age  (see 
facsimiles  of  the  signatures,  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  97).  By  this  marriage  she  had  issue, 
including  a  son,  Thomas  Milne,  baptized  in  Dundee,  9  May  1684  (D.B.,  s.d.  orig. 
record).      I  have  not  ascertained  the  date  of  her  death. 

4.  Grizell  Wedderburn,  born  8  Feb.  1647  (Bl.  9),  and  baptized  at  Dundee  1  March 

(D.B.  3).  She  married,  20  Dec.  1665,  her  second  cousin,  Alexander  Wedderburn, 
fourth  of  Kingennie.  An  account  of  them  and  of  their  children  has  thus  been 
already  given,  ante,  pp.  159  seqq.  She  died  1685-86,  and  was  buried  in  Dundee 
(D.M.D.  16). 

5.  Cecilia  Wedderburn,  born  27  Jan.  1651  (Bl.  9),  and  baptized  in  Dundee  2  Feb. 

(D.B.  6).  She  married  at  Dundee,  28  Oct.  1675  (by  banns  8  Oct.),  William 
Bailiie  (D.M.  12j,4  eldest  son  of  William  Baillie  of  Littlegill,  in  the  parish  of 
Ilartsyde,  co.  Lanark.  Her  marriage  contract  was  dated  at  "  the  Mott,"  14  Oct. 
1675,  the  lands  of  Littlegill  being  by  it  charged  in  her  favour  with  an  annual-rent 
of  1,200  merks,  of  which  she  got  sasine  in  Feb.  1676  (G.S  R.  44).     Her  husband  is 

1  Synopsis  of  Keferences  :— S.W.  346  :  Bl.  9,  10,  16 ;  D.P.B.  491,  516  ;  D.D.  23,  24  ;  D.Dec.  16  ;  G.S.R. 

126  ;  F.S.  63  ;  R.D.  216;  D.M.  8.     See  also  as  to  her  portrait,  ante,  p.  212,  n.  3. 
-  He  whs  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee  22  Sept.  1660  (S.W.  346). 

;1  He  is  named  in  this  entry  as  brother's  son  of  William  Kyd,  son  of  Patrick  Kyd  of  Grange  of  Barrie. 
4  My  note  of  this  entry  gives  his  name  as  James,  but  if  correctly  extracted,   this  is  an  error,  as  he  is 
always  called  William  elsewhere.     See  above. 
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named,  June  and  July  1681,  in  proceedings  against  him  by  his  brothers-in-law,  Part  in. 
George  Wedderburn  and  James  Brisbane  (R.A.D.  103-4),  and  was  living  14,  29  Aug.  chap.  II. 
1696,  when  she  gets  sasine  on  his  disposition  of  the  life-rent  of  Mottor  "the 
Mott "  in  the  parish  of  Robeiton,  co  Lanark  (G.R.S.  55).  He  may  have  died 
before  S  Jan.  1700,  the  date  of  a  bond  by  her,  "Lady  Littlegill,"  and  her  eldest 
son  William  (R.D.  274),  and  was  certainly  dead  before  10  April  1704,  the  date  of 
another  such  bond  (R.D.  265),  when  her  son  is  designed  "of  Littlegill,"  while, 
5  July  1704,  she  is  called  "  relict  of  William  Baillie"  in  a  suit  v.  her  by  Charles, 
Earl  of  Selkirk,  for  an  annual-rent  payable  out  of  Littlegill  (R.A.D.  12S).  She 
was  living  2,  17  Feb.  1711,  when  she  and  her  cousin,  Alexander,  then  clerk  of 
Dundee  (post,  chap,  vi.),  dispone  to  her  younger  children,  Thomas  (R.D.  274), 
James,  Anna,  and  Matilda,  a  bond  by  their  late  father  to  Sir  Patrick  Nisbet  of 
Dean  (R.D.  310),  which  is  the  last  mention  I  have  of  her  as  alive,  although  this 
transaction  is  again  referred  to  years  after,  9  April  1756,  when  her  daughter  Ann 
and  two  grandchildren,  also  residents  in  Edinburgh,  Cecilia  (heir  of  her  son 
Thomas)  and  William,  surgeon  in  Biggar  (heir  of  her  son  James),  get  sasine  as  her 
heirs  of  provision  of  an  annual-rent  of  2,000  merks  charged  on  Littlegill  (G.S.R. 
73).  In  this  entry  she  is  wrongly  called  Cristian,  and  her  daughter  Matilda  is 
named  as  having  died  s.p.  It  would  seem,  in  fact,  that  in  1756  her  only 
descendants,  apart  from  her  eldest  son  and  his  issue  (as  to  whom  I  have  no  notes), 
were  her  said  daughter  Ann,  then  unmarried,  and  her  two  grandchildren,  Cecilia 
and  William. 
€.  Matilda  Wedderburn,1  born  15  Aug.  1656  (Bl.  9),  and  baptized  in  Dundee 
18  Aug.  (IXB.  9).  She  married,  in  Aug.  1676,  Mr.  James  Brisbane,  advocate. 
The  marriage  contract,  dated  15  Aug.  1676,  is  referred  to  in  a  later  (14  Nov.  1698) 
discharge  by  her  to  her  brother,  John  Wedderburn,  of  sums  due  to  her  from  her 
father's  estate  under  it,  and  also  under  an  early  (16  Sept.  1666)  bond  of  provision  to 
her.  This  discharge  recites  that  she  was  "executrix  confirmed  as  creditrix  to  her 
husband  30  Aug.  1693,"  so  that  he  was  dead  before  that  date  (R.D.  242).2  She 
is  often  named  as  his  relict,  e.g.,  in  a  decreet  of  22  Sept.  1694  which  she  got 
against  David  Dalhousie,  a  goldsmith,  to  whom  she  had  given  some  silver  to  make 
a  spoon,  and  who  had  "gone  off"  (D.Dec.  25)  ;  a  decree  against  her.  17  April  1697 
(ib.  33);  another  for  her  and  her  eldest  daughter,  Barbara,  18  June  1698  (R.A.D.  123); 
and  yet  another  decree,  3  April  1700  (D.Dec  43).  In  1709  she  had  an  action  v.  her 
onty  surviving  son  David,  and  his  curators  for  moneys  due  under  her  marriage  con- 
tract, which  David  successfully  answered  in  Dundee,  23  April,  25  May,  by  renouncing 
his  heirship  (D.BR.  503  ;  D.Dec.  60),  though  she  seems  to  have  got  a  decreet  for 
the  arrears  of  her  annuity  before  the  Lords,  21  July  1709  (R.A.D.  128).s  When, 
in  1710,  her  great  niece  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  Alexander,  came  back  from  her 
mother's  relatives  in  Edinburgh  to  Dundee,  she  lived  with  Mrs.  Brisbane,  in  whose 
house  she  died,  and  who  claimed  payment  for  her  expenses  from  her  tutors,  in  a 
still  extant  letter,  22  Feb.  1712  (M.F.  49,  53).  She  is  named  again,4  29  Oct  1722, 
in  an  unsuccessful  proceeding  v.  her  and  her  son  David  by  one  Robert  Tailfer  as 
assignee  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  the  third  baronet,  to  recover  two  pictures  of 
Sir  John's  parents,  which  Tailfer  alleged  to  be  in  their  possession  (D.Dec.  80  ;  post, 
chap,  i  v.).  The  last  reference  to  her  as  living  is  in  a  bill  given  by  her,  dated  21  Oct. 
1727  (D.D.  100),  and  she  died  between  then  and  1732,  the  date  of  a  disposition 
by  her  son,  in  which  she  is  apparently  named  as  deceased  (D.D.  1  IS).5  She  had  had 
issue  by  her  marriage  nine  children,  all  baptized  at  Dundee,  viz.,  Barbara,  21  July 
1677;  James,  5  July  1679;  a  daughter  [Rachael,  D.D.  54],  11  June  1680; 
Alexander,  12  Nov.  1681  ;  Elizabeth,  9  Dec.  1682;  John,  29  Dec.  1683 ;  Margaret, 

Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  584-85,  590-91,  595,  606,  629-30,  636,  646,  676  ;  Bl.  9  :  M.P.  49,  53  ; 

D.P.B.  562,  588,  591  (and  vol.  282,  orig.  record!  ;  D.B.R.  503-5  ;  D.D.  54,   100,   118-19;  D.Dec.  25, 

32,  33,  43,  60,  80;  G.S.K.  44,  144  ;  K.D.  242,  395,  404  ;  R.A.D.  123,  138;  D.B.  9. 
The  abstract  of  this  discharge  is  given  too  briefly  in  vol.  ii.     See  orig.  record.      Her  tocher  was  6,000 

merks,  Brisbane  adding  11,000,  and  settling  an  annuity  on  his  death  of  1,000  merks  (D.Dec.  60). 
She  is  also  named,  15  Feb.  1710,  as  getting  sasine  on  this  decreet  of  adjudication  (D.P.B.  562). 
There  is  also,  1  June  1717,  an  action  by  Mathilda  Wedderburn  (not  designed)  v.  James  Creighton  (D.B.R. 

504). 
There  is  a  later  refereuce  to  her  in  a  sasine  (5  April  1734)  on  a  disposition  to  which  she  had  been  party 

(D.P.B.  vol.  282,  s.d.,  orig.  record)  ;  and  lands  once  hers  are  named,  12  March  1744  (D.P.B.  588). 
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Part  in.  28  April  1685;    another  child  [Barbara,   D.D.   54],1   1   May   1687;   and   David, 

Chap.  II.  27  Sept.  1689  (D.B.,  s.  d.d.,  orig.  record).     Of  these  only  four,  David,  Rachael, 

Margaret,  and  Barbara  were  living,  27  May  1700  (D.D.  54),  while  ultimately  only 
two,  David  and  Margaret,  survived,  and  both  died  unmarried.  David  became  a 
writer  in  Dundee,  and  was  factor  for  several  of  the  neighbouring  estates,  including 
those  of  Blackness  (D.B.R.  505)  and  of  young  David  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk,  to 
whom  as  early  as  1732  he  had  disponed  the  South  Nethergait  house,  where  his 
mother  had  lived,  subject  to  the  life-rent  of  his  only  surviving  sister,  Margaret 
Brisbane  (D.D.  118).  He  acquired  the  estate  of  Bullion,  near  Dundee,  which  he 
also  disponed  in  favour  of  his  sister  Margaret  in  life-rent  and  David  Wedderburn 
in  fee  early  in  1752*  (S.W.  584-85  ;  D.P.B.  591 ;  D.D.  118-19  ;  R.D.  404).  David 
Brisbane  died,  15  June  1752,  and  was  buried  in  the  burying  ground  of  the 
Wedderburns  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee  under  a  slab  sculptured  with  the  Brisbane 
arms  (a  chevron  between  three  martlets)  and  an  inscription  "  To  David  Brisbane 
of  Bullion,  son  of  James  Brisbane,  Advocate,  By  his  father's  side  of  the  Brisbane 
family;  by  his  mother's  of  the  family  of  Wedderburn  .  .  ."3  His  sister,  Margaret,  is 
named  after  her  brother's  death  in  regard  to  his  legacies,  30  Aug.,  19  Sept.  1754 
(S.W.  590-91),  20  Sept.  1760  (R.D.  395),  and,  6  July  1761  (S.W.  606)  in  regard 
to  Bullion,  which  passed  on  the  death  of  David  Wedderburn  to  his  sister  Grizel 
(S.W.  629-30),  and  was  a  subject  of  her  entail  of  her  property  in  1766-69  (G.S.R.  144).* 
Margaret  Brisbane  died  1767-69,  but  the  date  of  her  death  is  not  quite  clear,  as 
while  she  seems  clearly  named  as  deceased  in  Grizel  Wedderburn's  sasineof  Bullion, 
2  Jan.  1768  (S.W.  630),  there  is  a  discharge  under  her  hand,  dated  30  May  1769 
(ib.  636). 5 


1  The  elder  Barbara  must  have  died,  and  this  child  have  been  called  by  her  name,  as  the  eldest  cannot  be 
the  Barbara  who  chose  her  curators,  29  March  1696  (D.Dec.  32),  and  in  1700  their  mother's  tbree- 
daughter's  are  named  in  order,  Rachael,  Margaret,  Barbara  (D.D.  54). 

-  His  scheme  for  the  settlement  of  his  affairs  is  dated  in  1750  (S.  W .  584),  and  he  also  left  legacies  to  David 
Wedderburn,  youngest  son  of  Sir  John,  fifth  baronet  of  Blackness  (S.W.  590,  595),  and  also  (S.W. 
591)  to  David  Read,  son  of  Alexander  Read  of  Torbeg,  and  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  (daughter  of  the 
fourth  Baronet  of  Blackness),  both  of  whom  were  no  doubt  his  godsons.  There  is  (S.W.  676)  a 
letter  referring  to  him  10  June  1792,  but  it  adds  nothing. 

3  This  inscription  is  no  longer  legible,  and  the  arms  are  almost  worn  off  the  stone.     The  date  of  David 

Brisbane's  death  is  given  on  the  authority  of  J.  W.'s  printed  memoir  and  MS.,  in  the  latter  of  which 
he  adds  in  the  margin  the  word  "  epitaph  "  as  his  authority,  so  that  the  inscription  was  legible  in 
his  time.  The  date,  however,  is  not  quite  clear,  as  David's  sister  Margaret  is  spoken  of  as  his  heir, 
12  Feb.,  4  March,  and  28  May  1752  (S.W.  585;  D.P.B.  591 ;  D.D.  118-19),  and  she  herself  disponed 
her  interest  in  Bullion  to  David  Wedderburn,  12  Feb.  1752  (R.D.  404). 

4  The  estate  of  Bullion  has  thus  descended  to  its  present  proprietor,  Henry  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  of 

Wedderburn. 

5  Her  settlement  in  favour  of  Helen  Davidson  and  Grizel  Wedderburn  is  registered,  17  April  1771  (S.W. 

646),  but  I  have  omitted  to  note  the  date  when  it  was  made.  Nor  have  I  looked  it  up  in  the  Dundee 
Council  Books,  where  it  is  said  to  have  been  registered  (ib.). 


PART     III. 

Chapter     III. 

Peter,    George    and    Alexander    Wedderburn    (youngest    surviving    sons    of    Sir  Part  in. 
Alexander   Wedderburn   op   Blackness,    Knt.),   and  their  descendants,    now  Chap.  in. 
extinct  in  male  line.     {See  pedigrees  at  pp.  225,  230.) 

In  this  chapter  I  deal  with  the  three  youngest  surviving  sons  of  Sir  Alexander  of 
Blackness,  and  their  descendants.  Of  these,  Alexander  had  only  three  daughters ;  and 
George's  male  line  became  extinct  by  1707,  when  his  only  surviving  child  was  his  daughter 
Rachel.  Peter,  on  the  other  hand,  had  two  sons,  the  probable  descendants  of  one  of  whom 
survived  till  a  much  later  date,  so  that  his  male  line  was,  possibly,  not  extinct  till  1873. 
As,  therefore,  the  length  of  the  history  of  these  three  brothers  and  their  lines  is  in  reverse 
order  to  their  priority  of  birth,  I  deal  first  with  the  youngest,  Alexander,  then  with  George, 
.'and  lastly  with  Peter,  the  account  of  whose  descendants  must  occupy  some  little  space. 


Sect.  I. — Alexander  Wedderburn,  m.  Christian  Kinloch,  and  his  three  daughters. 
Alexander  Wedderburn  [1658 — 1699],1  ninth  and  youngest  surviving  son  of  Sir 
Alexander  of  Blackness,  was  born  23  Jan.,  and  baptized  at  Dundee  26  Jan.  1658  (Bl.  9  ; 
D.B.  10).  There  is  a  settlement  on  him  by  his  father,  17  Feb.  1664,  of  a  North  Argylegait2 
and  South  Seagait  property  (D.P.B.  492d),  and  later  on,  28  Aug.  1666,  28  July  1668  (D.P.B. 
500,  505),  his  father  also  settles  on  him  some  other  Dundee  property,  once  that  of  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  merchant  (ante,  p.  113),  and  acquired  by  Sir  Alexander  from  Barten  Belsone 
(ante,  p.  115).  I  do  not  find  any  entry  of  his  admission  as  burgess  in  the  Lockit  Buik,  but 
he  seems  to  have  been  so  admitted,  as  in  the  Guildry  Records  1671-72  (D.G.R.  10),  there 
is  a  memorandum  of  the  payment  of  their  accidents  by  him  and  his  brother  Peter,  whose 
admission  as  burgess  is  i-ecorded  in  the  Lockit  Buik  in  Dec.  1671-72  (D.L.B.  58).  He 
matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1674,  but  took  no  degree  (S.A.R.  32),3  ami  by  the  end  of 
1679  was  of  age  and  established  as  a  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  being  so  designed  in  a 
decree  in  his  favour,  dated  13  Dec.  1679  (D.Dec.  5).  He  seems  then  to  have  traded  in 
Edinburgh,  Leith,  and  Dundee — at  first  mostly  in  the  two  former  of  these  places — 
and  may  have  inteuded  to  establish  himself  in  or  near  Edinburgh,  as  we  find  him, 
17,  2'2,  July,  4,  5,  14  Nov.  1680-4,  parting  with  some  of  the  Dundee  property  settled  on 
him  by  his  father  to  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Easter  Powrie-  (S.W.  442-43.  447-48  ;  D.P.B. 
530).  He  is,  however,  still  called  merchant  burgess  of  Dundee,  e.g.,  18  May  1681,  when 
■he  assigns  a  bond  by  his  brother  James,  the  clerk,  to  his  brother  George  (S.W.  452).  A 
facsimile  of  his  signature  to  this  assignation,  together  with  one  of  another  of  his  signatures, 
is  given  opp.  p.  56  of  vol.  ii.  In  it  he  is  called  "master  of  the  '  Johne  of  Leith,'"  and 
elsewhere  is  designed  both  "shipmaster  in  Leith,"  e.g.,  17  Feb.  1682,  when  he  disponed 
his  South  Seagait  land  in  Dundee  to  John  Davidson  (D.P.B.  532);  and  "merchant  in 
Edinburgh,"  e.g.,  in  his  disposition,  12  May  1684,  of  a  North  Argylegait  tenement  to  his 
brother,  George,  (D.P.B.  535),  by  whom  it  was  at  once  resold  (D.D.  34).  He  was  in  Edin- 
burgh 15  Jan.  1685,  when  he  witnessed  the  baptism  there  of  George's  daughter,  Rachel 
(Ed.B.  15),  but  went  home  to  Dundee  to  be  married  in  the  following  April  (see  below).5 

After  his  marriage  he  seems  to  have  been  either  in  Dundee,  where  all  his  three 
daughters  were  born,  or  away  at  sea.  It  was  before  some  voyage,  no  doubt,  that,  1  June 
1686,  he  "skipper  in  Dundee,"  signed  a  factory  to  his  wife  to  uplift  his  rents  (D.D.  36), 
though  he  was  home  again,  21  Sept.,  in  that  year,  when  he  witnesses  the  baptism  at 
Dundee  of  his  brother  John's  daughter,  Elizabeth  (D.B.  41),  as,  later,  of  the  same  brother's 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  442-43,  447-48  n,  452,  457,  496,  500-1  ;  Bl.  9,  17  ;  S.A.R.  32  ;  D.P.B. 

492  rf,  500,  504-5,  508,  530.  532,  535,  672,  575,  579,  586  ;  vol.  ii.  213  n;  D.B.R.  487,  497;  D.C.B. 
137  ;  D.D.  34,  36,  47,  48,  66,  98,  111  ;  D.Dec.  5  ;  D.G.R.  10  ;  R.D.  229-30  ;  Br.T.  17,  19,  20  ;  D.M. 
14  ;  D.B.  10,  40.  41-44     Ed.B.  15. 

2  The  North  Argylegait  property  is  named  as  his,  21  Sept.  1668  (D.P.B.  508). 

3  There  is  no  absolute  proof  that  the  Alexander  Wedderburn  in  this  entry  is  he,   but  I  know  of  none  else 

to  whom  it  can  refer. 

4  See  a  letter  from  Easter  Powrie  to  George  Wedderburn  as  to  this  sale  (S.W.  457). 

5  See  also  Bl.  16  a,  where,  however,  I  am  not  clear  if  the  signature  is  his  or  that  of  his  nephew  Alexander, 

afterwards  second  baronet  of  Blackness.     See  post,  p.  238,  n.  2. 

2  E 


218  THE     WEDDERBUKN     BOOK. 


Part  in.  daughter,  Jean,  16  Dec.  1689  (D.B.  43). 1  Perhaps  after  this  date  he  was  less  away  from 
Chap.  HI.  ]10mej  aSj  1689-90,  he  is  often  named  as  councillor,  auditor  of  accounts,  and  captain  of  the 
Seagait  (D.C.B.  137  ;  D.D.  66),  the  last  mention  of  a  voyage  by  him  being  a  charter  party 
at  Rotterdam,  8  June  1690,  when  he,  "skipper  and  master  of  the  '  William,'"  engages  with 
various  merchants  to  carry  a  cargo  from  Rotterdam  to  Dundee  (R.D.  229). -  There  is  a  bill 
protested  against  his  cousin,  Peter  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  153),  and  himself,  12  June  1690 
(R.D.  230),  while,  2  Oct.  1690,  he,  "counsellor,"  is  one  of  those  swearing  allegiance  to  William 
of  Orange  and  Queen  Mary  (see  post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  213  n).  He  is  named,  22  Oct.  1691,  in  the 
will  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  fourth  of  Kingennie  (ante,  p.  159),  as  one  of  the  tutors  to 
his  son  (S.W.  496),  and  so  acted  \ib.  500-1);  as  cautioner  to  the  will  of  John  Pearson  (ante, 
p.  157),  4  Dec.  1695,  when  he  is  designed  'treasurer  in  Dundee"  (Br.T.  17);  and  as  a 
creditor  in  respect  of  the  years  1691-95  in  that  of  his  brother  James,  the  clerk  (ib.  19).  One 
of  the  last  references  to  him  as  living  is  dated  15  Feb.  1696.  when  he,  "  mariner,"  witnesses 
a  bond,  but  he  died  between  then  and  2  Dec.  1699,  when  there  is  an  action  by  the  Grieves 
v.  the  two  (surviving)  "daughters  of  the  deceased  Alexander  Wedderburn,  skipper  "  (D.B.K. 
497).  His  will  was  confirmed  at  Brechin,  11  Oct.  1704,  being  given  up  by  Alexander,  the 
clerk,  as  executor  deceased  (Br.T.  20).  The  confirmation  designs  him  "  skipper,"  and  states 
that  he  died  in  17 —  (sic),  but  this  is  an  error  (ib.). 

His  name  is  often  mentioned  after  his  death,  from  1727-42,  in  connection  with  the 
devolution  of  the  title  to  the  lands  in  Dundee  settled  on  him  by  his  father,  some  of  which  he 
disponed  to  his  brother  George,  by  whom  they  were  sold  to  Andrew  Wardroper,  who* 
disponed  part  of  them  to  the  town  (D.P.B.  575.  579,  586;  D.D.  98,  111).3 

He  married  by  license  at  Dundee,  14  April  1685,  Christian  Kinloch,  daughter  of 
the  late  James  Kinloch,  merchant  burgess  there,  by  his  wife  Isobell  Stirling  (D.AI.  14). 
The  marriage  contract  is  dated  at  Dundee,  8  April  1685,  and  is  made  with  consent  of  the 
bride's  mother,  the  tocher  being  6,000  merks  (Bl.  17).  The  signature  of  the  husband  to 
this  document  enables  us  lo  identify  him  quite  certainly  with  Alexander,  brother  of  George 
Wedderburn,  who  signs  another  document  (S.W.  452).  By  her,  who  died  before  29  July 
1724,  when  her  two  surviving  daughters  were  entered  heirs  portioners  to  their  late  mother'^ 
eldest  brother  Robert  Kinloch  (D.P.B.  572),  Alexander  Wedderburn  had  issue  three 
daughters, 

1.  Matilda  Wedderburn,  baptized  at  Dundee  25  Aug.  1686  (D.B.  40),  but  died 
before  2  Dec.  1699,  when  her  sisters  are  spoken  of  as  the  only  daughters  of  their 
father  (D.P.B.  497). 


2.  Isobell  Wedderburn,  baptized 

at  Dundee  4  July  1689  (D.B. 
42). 

3.  Margaret  Wedderburn,  bap- 

tized at  Dundee  29  Oct.  1690 
(D.B.  44). 


They  are  named  2  Dec.  1699,  as  representing 
their  father  (D.P.B.  497),  and  29  July  1724  as 
heirs  portioners  of  their  late  mother's  brother, 
Robert  (D.P.B.  572),  and  were  then  apparently 
unmarried.  I  have  not  ascertained  if  they  ever 
married,  nor  when  they  died. 


Sect.  II. — George    Wedderburn,  m.  Elizabeth  Sutherland,  and  their  family. 
George  Wedderburn4  [1654 — 1700?],  eighth    but   fourth    surviving  son  of    Sir 
Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  was  born  at  Dundee,  13  Sept.  1654,  and  baptized 
there  the  next  day  (Bl.  9;  D.B.  8).     He  is  next  named,  17  Feb.  1664,  when  his  father 

1  He  also  witnessed  baptisms  at  Dundee  3  March  1666,  21  July  1677,  29  Dec.  1683,  and  21  Sept.  1686 
(Dundee  Par.  Reg.,  oris-  record  s.dd.). 

g  In  Macluren's  edition  of  Thomson's  History  of  Dundee,  pp.  108-11,  there  is  cited  an  account  of  the 
finances  of  Dundee,  1691,  signed  by  James  Fletcher,  Provost,  three  bailies,  and  James  Wedderbume, 
clerk.  To  this  is  appended  "  Ane  Accompt  of  the  Masters  of  Ships'  Names,  and  the  burden  of  their 
Veshells,  belonging  to  the  Burgh  off  Dundie,"  beginning  with  ■'  1.  Alexander  Wedderburue,  hisehip, 
200  tunns  £800  value,"  while  in  a  "Note  of  the  Town's  losses,"  which  is  also  given,  is  "Alexr 
Wedderburne'a  ship  lost,  with  a  Bordeaux  loading  .  .   .  £5000.  0.  0." 

3  See  also  a  similar  reference  in  his  life,  2  Jan.  1695  (D.D.  47). 

4  Synopsis  of  References  :-S.VV.  96,  442-44,  452,  467,  483  ;  Bl.  9,  10,  16  a  ;  M.P.  55  ;  D.P.B.  492  abed, 

535,  550-552,  575,  586;  D.B.R.  487  ;  D.D.  29,  34,  37,  47-48,  98,  107,  111,  127  ;  D.Dec.  3,  6,  20  ; 
K.H.  18,  31  ;  F.S.  67-68  ;  K.D.  1S8-93,  196,  199,  210,  214-15,  220,  221  ab,  222,  223  ab,  233,  234  h, 
254,  306  ;  R.A.D.  97,  100,  102-104,  114,  116-17,  121,  131-32,  136,  139-40,  142,  147-48,  153;  Br.T. 
18  ;  D.B.  8  ;  Ed.M.  8  ;  Ed.B.  6-9,  12,  13,  15,  17. 
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made  a  settlement  on  him,  as  ou  all  his  younger  sons,  of  a  South  Flukergait  property  in  Part  in. 
Dundee  (D.P.B.  492c;  cp.  S.W.  96  n";  D.BR.  487).  He  settled  as  a  merchant  -m  Chap.  HI. 
Edinburgh,  being  so  named  in  1675  in  a  bond1  to  him,  26  Oct.  (R.D.  188),  and  in  a 
disposition,  1  Dec.  to  him  and  his  brother  Peter  of  an  interest  in  the  ship  "William" 
(D.D.  29),  of  which  they  seem  to  have  become  the  sole  owners  in  1678  (R  D.  196).  He 
appears  to  have  lived  altogether  in  Edinburgh,  and  been  but  rarely  in  Dundee,  where  his 
brother  James,  the  clerk,  managed  his  affairs.  21  Aug.  1678  (D  Dec.  3).  Tims  he  was  in 
Edinburgh,  20  Feb.  1679,  when  he  witnessed  and  signed  (see  facsimile  opp.  p.  97,  vol.  ii.) 
the  contract  made  on  the  second  marriage  of  his  sister  Helen  (Bl.  16  a)  and  he  is  referred 
to  as  "  merchant  there  "  in  a  contract,  14  March  l(i79,  between  him  and  Sir  John  Nisbet  as 
to  the  crops  of  Dirletoun  (R  D.  199)  and  in  two  decrees,  8  Feb.  (R.A.D.  97)  and  30  July 
1679  (R.A.D.  97,  100). 

His  Dundee  property  in  South  Flukergait  is  named  (17  May  1680)  as  next  to  that 
of  his  brother  James  (F.S.  67),  who  purchased  it  from  him,  6  Feb.  1682  (F.S.  68),  while 
he,  12  May  1684,  bought  that  of  his  brother  Alexander  in  North  Argylegait  (D.P.B.  535), 
though  he  at  once  granted  a  factory  for  its  resale  "  on  account  of  his  abode  in  Edinburgh 
and  business  there,  which. prevent  his  coming  to  Dundee,"  20  May  1684  (D.D.  34). 2 

He  seems  to  have  been  active  in  business  at  this  time,  aud  we  find  him  and  one 
David  Lindsay,  also  an  Edinburgh  merchant,  contracting  for  the  carriage  of  a  cargo  from 
the  port  of  "  Penleiff  in  the  river  Hautize  in  France"  to  Scotland,  14  Sept.  1680  (S.W. 
444),  while  there  are  many  bonds  to  and  by  him  1681-86, s  as  well  as  various  actions  by 
and  against  him  in  those  years.4  I  think,  however,  that  between  1686  and  1688  his 
affairs  must  have  become  involved,  as  there  is  a  petition,  not  precisely  dated  but  in  the 
jear  1688,  by  his  brother  John  of  Blackness,  clerk  to  the  bills,  and  others,  as  his  creditors, 
asking  that  one  of  the  clerks  of  sessions  might  inventory  and  take  into  his  custody  all 
George's  papers,  "  he  having  turned  his  back  on  his  affairs  and  departed  out  of  these  king- 
domes."  and  the  said  papers  "being  lying  within  ane  closet  in  the  house  of  James  Sutherland" 
(S.W.  483).6 

He  was  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  Edinburgh,  aud  is  thus  called  burgess  there 
(F.S.  68),  and  was  later,  1687-88,  a  bailie  (Bl.  10;  D.D.  37;  D.Dec.  20;  Ed.B.  17).  I  have  not 
ascertained  the  date  of  his  admission  as  burgess,  but  it  was  before  18  May  1681  (S.W.  452). 

I  find  no  clear  mention  of  him  as  living  after  1688,  though  none  in  which  he  is 
clearly  named  as  dead,15  till  1  March  1700,  when  his  sou  James  "sou  of  the  late  George 
Wedderburn,  merchant,  in  Edinburgh,"  is  cautioner  to  the  will  of  his  aunt  Catharine 
Man  (Br.T.  18  ;  post,  p.  221).     The  date  and  place  of  his  death  are  thus  left  in  doubt, 

1  See  other  bonds  24  Oct.,  13  Dec.  1676,  7  July,  2?  Sept.  1677,  16  July  1678  (R.D.  189-93).  He  is  probably 
the  " —  Wedderburn.  merchant,"  who  witnesses  the  baptism  at  Dundee  of  Matilda,  daughter  of  his 
brother  John,  31  March  1677  (Bl.  10). 

*  See,  as  to  his  concern  in  the  sale  of  other  property  by  his  brother  Alexander  to  Easter  Powrie,  a  contract, 

22  July  1680,  which  he  witnesses  aud  signs  (S.W.  443,  aud  facsimile  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  56),  and  a  letter 
from  Easter  Powrie  to  him,  22  July  1682  (ib.  457). 
3  See  18  May  1681  assignation  to  him  by  his  brother  Alexander  of  a  bond  by  their  brother  James  (S.W. 
452)  ;  7  March  1682,  bond  by  bim  to  his  cousin  John  Wedderburn  of  Qosford  (R.D.  222)  ;  1  Aug. 
1682,  23  Nov.  1683,  two  bouds  by  him  to  Thomas  Miln  of  Muirtown  (ib.  221  a  6);  15  May  1684, 
back  bond  to  him  by  Thomas  Kennedy,  merchant  iu  Edinburgh  {ib.  254)  ;  4  Juue  1684,  bond  by 
him  to  John  Wilkie,  merchant  there  {ib.  215)  ;  20  Nov.  1684,  bond  by  him  and  another  to  Stephen 
Ernault,  merchant  at  Roueu  (ib.  220)  ;  2  Jan.  1685,  bond,  dated  at  Leith,  by  him  to  Robert  Mylne 
of  Barntoun  (ib.  223  b)  ;  12  Jan.  1685,  bond  by  him  to  the  tacksman  of  H.M.  Customs  (ib.  223  a)  ; 
12  March  1686,  to  Alexander  Henrysone,  writer  in  Edinburgh  {ib.  214);  30  Nov.  1686,  to  Sir  Mark 
Carse  of  Cockpen  (ib.  234  a). 

*  See  25  June,  13  July  1681,  action  by  him  and  others  v.  his  brother-in-law,  William  Baillie  of  Littlegill 

(R.A.D.  103-4);  21  March,  5  Nov.  1685,  action  by  him  against  Robert,  sou  of  Patrick  Fyff  (ib.  114, 
116),  against  whom  he  ultimately,  19  April  16S8,  got  a  decreet  of  adjudication  (R.D.  233)  of  a  house 
in  Bank  Close,  Edinburgh,  which  he  assigued  to  his  brother,  Sir  John  (M.P.  55  ;  R.A.D.  142)  ;  aud 
9  Nov.  1686,  3  Feb.  1687,  decreet  in  action  by  him  v.  John  Hall  (R.A.D.  117). 

5  Meanwhile,  1680-88,  he  is  named  in  connection  with  several  family  affairs,  viz.,  20  March  1680,  when  he 

is  a  curator  to  his  nephew  James  Kyd,  ante,  p.  214  (D.Dec.  6)  ;  26  March  1681,  when  his  brother  John 
names  a  son  after  him  (Bl.  10) ;  S  June  1681,  a  curator  to  John  Dickson  of  Heartree  (R.A.D.  102)  ; 
26  May  1685,  a  factor  (with  his  eldest  brother)  for  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  to  receive  certain 
monies  (R.D.  120)  ;  31  Aug.,  24  Sept.  1687,  tutor  to  his  brother  Peter's  sons,  Alexander  and  John, 
iu  which  capacity  he  grants  a  factory  for  the  uplifting  of  their  rents  (D.D.  37  ;  D.Dec.  20  ;  R.H.  18), 
and,  16  April  1688.  witness  at  Edinburgh  to  the  baptism  of  Thomas,  youngest  son  to  his  brother 
John  (Bl.  10  ;  Ed.  B.  17). 

6  Thus,  4  Nov.  1699,  his  son  is  called  "  son  of  George  Wedderburn,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,"  not  "  son  of 

the  late  George,"  etc.  (D.P.B.  551). 
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Part  Hi.      an(j  it  is  possible  that  lie  died  abroad.     Subsequent  references  to  him  are  in  connection 
ap'      '    with  property  once  his1  or  with  his  children,  under  the  account  of  whom  they  are  dealt 
with. 

He  had  married  at  Edinburgh,  7  March  1678,  Elizabeth  Sutherland  (Ed.M.  8), 
daughter  of  James  Sutherland,  bailie  of  Edinburgh,2  and  by  her,  the  date  of  whose  death 
I  have  not  ascertained,  had  issue  three  sons  and  four  daughters  : — 

1.  James  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Edinburgh,  31  Dec.  1678  (Ed.B.  6);  died  before 

29  Dee.  1683,  when  his  parents  give  the  same  name  to  another  son. 

2.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Edinburgh,  9  Nov.  1680  (Ed.B.  8).     He  is 

named  as  eldest  son  of  his  father,  22  Nov.  1695,  in  a  decreet  of  that  date  made  in 
an  action  by  his  maternal  grandfather  v.  his  uncle,  Blackness,  and  himself  (R.A.D. 
121),  and  was  alive  and  "furth  of  the  country  "  when  actions  were  brought  against 
him  and  his  sister  Rachel,  probably  about  1705-6  {ib.  132,  136,  139-40).  He  seems 
to  have  died,  s.p.,  pending  these  suits,  but  neither  the  date  nor  place  have  been 
ascertained.     See  below,  s.  the  account  of  his  sister  Rachel. 

3.  James  Wedderburn,   baptized  in  Edinburgh,  29  Dec.   1683.     He  went  early  to 

Dundee,  perhaps  in  consequence  of  his  father's  difficulties  or  death,  and  was  a 
servitor  to  his  cousin,  the  clerk,  13  Jan.,  14-15  Feb.,  16  Sept.,  31  Oct  1699(D.1\B. 
550,  552;  D.D.  51).  He  is  named  4  Nov.  1699,  when,  "son  to  George 
Wedderburn,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,"  he,  as  procurator,  resigns  certain  premises 
(D.P.B.  551),  and,  1  March  1700,  he  is  called  "son  of  the  late  George,"  when  he  is 
cautioner  to  the  will  of  Catharine  Man,  post,  p.  221  (Br.T.  18).  A  disposition  bj- 
him,  1  Oct.  1700,  is  registered  13  Aug.  1763  (D.D.  127),  and  he  is  again  named  as 
servitor  to  the  clerk,  8,  15  Oct.  1700,  15  May  1701  (D.C.  72,  85,  and  see  facsimile 
of  signature,  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  192).  He  probably  died  soon  after,  as  not  only  is  there 
no  subsequent  mention  of  him,  but  he  was  not  made  a  party  to  the  actions  brought 
against  his  brother,  Alexander,  and  his  sister,  Rachel,  about  1 705-6  (!),  while  in  1707 
Rachel  is  spoken  of  as  their  parent's  only  child,  and  in  1709  or  earlier  she  was 
retoured  heir  to  their  maternal  grandfather  (see  below), 
and 

1.  Jean  Wedderburn,    baptized    in 

Edinburgh,  28  Nov.1679  (Ed.B.7). 

2.  Mathilda   Wedderburn,    baptiz- 

ed   in   Edinburgh,    25  Dec.   1681 
(Ed.B.  9). 

3.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,   baptiz- 

ed   in  Edinburgh,  25  Nov.   1682 
(Ed.B  12). 

4.  Rachel  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Edinburgh,   15  Jan.   1685  (Ed.B.   15).     She  is 

named,  12  Feb.  1707,  2  Jan.  1708,  as  the  only  child  then  on  life  of  her  parents, 
and  as  heir  retoured  both  to  her  maternal  grandfather  and  to  his  eldest  son,  in  a 


All  these  died  probably  in  infancy,  and  cer- 
tainly before  the  actions  v.  their  brother, 
Alexander,  and  sister,  Rachel,  in  a  decreet 
made,  in  one  of  which,  12  Feb.  1707,  their 
sister  Rachel  is  called  the  "only  child  on 
life"  of  their  parents  (R.A.D.  131). 


decreet  on  a  summons  against  her  by  Janet  Sutherland,  relict  of  James  McLackie, 
who  would  seem  to  have  been  a  sister  or  near  relative  of  Rachel's  grandfather 
(R  A.D.  1 31  ).3  This  entry,  however,  is  not  without  difficulty,  because  two  other  later 
decreets  in  the  action,  15  Feb.,  21  June  1710,  are  made  against  both  Alexander 
and  Rachel,  "  grandchildren  and  heirs  of  James  Sutherland  "  (R.D.  139-40),  while 
there  is  also  another  action  by  John  Mein  of  Edinburgh  against  both  Alexander 
and  Rachel,  as  children  of  George  Wedderburn,  and  sister's  children  of  the  late 
Captain  David  Sutherland,  Captain  in  Her  Majesty's  Footgnards,  in  which  decreets 
are  made  6  Nov.  1707  and  22  Feb.  1709  (R.A.D.  132,  136).  Further,  Rachel 
Wedderburn  was  not  actually  retoured  heir  to  her  maternal  grandfather  till  25  Aug. 
1709  (R.H.  31).  The  explanation  of  the  mention  of  her  brother  Alexander  after  his 
death  is  probably  that  he  was  alive  at  the  beginning  of  the  action,  and  that  the 
later  documents  follow  the  wording  of  the  summons.  The  decreet  of  22  Feb.  1709 
(R.A.D.  132  n.,  136)  expressly  states  that  at  the  time  of  the  service  of  the  summons 

1  The  property  of  his  brother  Alexander,  which  he  had  acquired  and  sold  to  Andrew  Wardroper,  is  named 
2  Jan.  1695,  4,  24  Feb.  1727,  24  April  1741,  1  Jan.  1742  (D.P.B.  575,  586  ;  D.D.  47,  98,  111). 

"  An  action  by  Genrge  Wedderburn  and  James  Sutherland,  his  father-in-law,  v  bailie  John  Johnston  of 
Polton  is  referred  to  in  Fountainhall's  Decisions,  1684-86,  vol.  i.,  pp.  310,  335,  377,  393. 

;:  She  is  called  relict  of  James  McLackie  in  Ediuburgh  (K.A.D.  131,  140),  eldest  daughter  of  Alexander 
Sutherland,  bailie  in  Dornoch  (ib.  139),  and  also  relict  of  David  Robertson  in  Edinburgh  (R.A.D.  148). 
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Alexander  was  "furth  of  the  country,"  and  perhaps  his  death  was  not  definitely  Part  m. 
ascertained  until  August  1709.  In  subsequent  actions  against  her,  "as  heir  chaP-  m- 
special  of  her  grandfather  and  uncle,"  by  Gilbert  Stewart,  merchant,  in  Edinburgh, 
15  July  1714"  (R.A.D.  147) ;  by  William  Mein,  20  Dec.  1716  {ib.  148),  and  in 
another  action  v.  her,  18  Feb.  1719,  by  the  Rev.  John  Crichton  (ib.  153),  she  alone  is 
named  ;  and  this  is  also  the  case  in  a  disposition  of  the  large  and  lately  rebuilt 
tenement  in  Leith,  made  by  her  to  John  Davidson,  22  July  1722  (R.D.  306).  I 
have  not  ascertained  if  she  married,  nor  when  she  died,  but  from  the  absence  of 
any  mention  of  a  husband  in  the  disposition  of  1722,  she  would  seem  to  have 
been  unmarried  at  that  date. 


Sect.  III. — Peter  Wedderburn,  m.  Catharine  Man,  and  their  two  sons,  Alexander  and  John, 

and  their  descendants. 

Peter  Wedderburn1  [1652-82],  seventh  but  third  surviving  sou  of  Sir  Alexander 
of  Blackness,  was  born  18  Sept.  and  baptized  in  Dundee  23  Sept.  1652  (D.B.  7).  The 
baptismal  register  is  peculiar  in  giving  the  day  and  hour  of  his  birth,  "  on  the  18th  of  this 
instant  betwixt  four  and  five"  (ib.).  On  13-17  Feb.  1664  his  father  settles  upon  him  a 
South  Flukergait  property  (D.C.  72  ;  DP.  B.  492  £)  which  afterwards  passed  to  his 
eldest  son.  He  was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee  by  his  father's  privilege  26  Dec.  1671 
(D.L.B.  58),  and  there  is  a  note  of  the  payment  of  his  accidents  1671-72  (D.G.R.  10).  He 
was  a  merchant  in  Dundee  and  is  so  named  1  Dec.  1675,  when  he  and  his  brother  George 
buy  a  fourth  and  an  eighth  share  in  the  ship  "  William"  (D.D.  29),  of  which  they  seem 
to  have  become  sole  owners  by  15  June  1678  (R.D.  196)  ;  25  March  1676,  in  a  decree  for 
him  as  assignee  of  his  brother  James  (D  B.R.  482) ;  1  June,  22  Dec.  1677,  in  a  bond  and 
discharge  to  which  he  is  witness  (D.D.  25 ;  S.W.  432,  and  see  facsimile  opp.  p.  56,  vol.  ii.); 
and  22  June  1678,  13  Sept.  1680,  in  two  bonds  of  which  he  is  grantee  (R.D.  195,  202). 

He  is  witness  to  the  baptism  of  his  brother  John's  son,  Peter,  2  Sept.  1675  (Bl.  10  ; 
D.B.  25)  ;  to  a  sasine  following  on  the  marriage  contract  of  his  sister,  Cecilia,  Feb.  1676 
(G.R.S.  44)  ;  to  the  baptism  of  his  brother  John's  son,  James,  2  Jan.  1679,  and  to  that  of 
his  brother  James'  son,  also  called  James,  29  Oct.  in  that  year  (D.B.  32).  He  also,  in 
1680,  witnesses  a  sasine  in  favour  of  his  sister-in-law,  Elizabeth  Davidson,  17  May  (F.S.  67), 
and  a  tack  by  Alexander  of  Kingennie,  27  Dec.  (S.W.  451). 

In  1675  (Dec.  18)  he  bought  an  additional  South  Flukergait  property  from  his 
brother  James  (D.C.  72  ;  D.P.B.  523),  and  is  also  named  as  owning  some  North  Market- 
gait  land,  once  his  father's,  21  Feb.  1676  (D.P.B.  524  a)  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Skinners'  or  Glovers'  craft  27  Sept.  1677  (D.T.G.  2  d).  and  in  the  next  year,  24,  28  Sept. 
1678,  was  elected  on  the  council  of  the  burgh  (D.C.B.  126).  In  1679  May  15  he  is 
named  as  arbitrator  in  a  dispute  (D.Dec.  4) ;  and  28  June,  as  captain  of  the  Overgait  on 
the  night  guard  (D.C.B.  127).  He  probably  went  on  some  voyage  early  in  1680,  as 
17  April,  he  grants  a  factory  to  his  wife  to  uplift  his  rents,  etc.  (D.D.  30),  but  he  was 
home  again  in  Sept.,  on  the  28th  of  which  month  he  is  elected  counsellor  and  takes  the 
oath  of  fidelity  (D.C.B.  131).  The  last  reference  to  him  as  living  is  dated  2  Sept.  1681, 
when  the  lands  of  Peter  Wedderburn,  merchant,  are  mentioned  (D.  I'.B.  531).  He  died  in 
June  1682  and  was  buried  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee  under  a  tomb  on  which  his  initials  and 
those  of  his  wife  are  still  just  visible  (J.W.  7).  The  Mortcloth  Dues  record  the  use  of  the 
cloth  at  his  funeral,  1681-82  (D.M.D.  11),  while  the  date  of  his  death  is  recited  in  the 
confirmation  at  Brechin,  14  Feb.  1683,  of  his  will,  which  was  given  up  by  his  relict,  as 
executrix  and  creditrix  under  their  marriage  contract  (Br.T.  16).  After  his  death  he  is 
occasionally  named  in  connection  with  his  sons  (e.g.,  S.W.  556;  D.C.  72;  D.P.B.  554  ; 
D.B.R.  485-86). 

He  married,  no  doubt  at  Dundee,  in  1677  Catharine  Man,  daughter  of  John  Man, 
the  marriage  contract  being  dated  17  Oct.  in  that  year  (Br.T.  16).  There  is  a  settlement 
by  him  on  her  of  the  life-rent  of  the  South  Flukergait  property,  dated  14  Jan.  1680 
(D.P.B.  529),  and  soon  after  he  granted  her,  as  I  have  said,  a  factory  to  uplift  his  rents 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  432,  451,  556  ;  Bl.  9,  10  ;  J.W.  7  ;  D.C.  72  ;  D.L.B.  58  ;  D.P.B.  492  6, 
523,  524  a,  529,  531,  554  ;  D.B.R.  482-83,  485-86  ;  D.C.B.  126-27,  131  ;  D.D.  25,  29-30.  126  ;  D.Dec. 
4  ;  D.T.G.  2d;  D.G.R.  10  ;  D.M.D.  11  ;  F.S.  67;  R.D.  182,  195-96,  202  ;  Br.T.  16  ;  D.B.  7,  25,  30,32. 


222  THE     WEDDERBURN     BOOK. 


Part  in.    (D.D.  30).     By  her,  who  died  in  about  1687, l  and  whose  will  was  confirmed  at  Brechin 
Chap.  in.  j  j^arch  1700,  being  given  up  by  Alexander,   the  clerk,   in  the  name  of  her  children 
(Br.T.  IS),  Peter  Wedderburn  had  issue  two  sons, 

1.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  born  1678.     See  post,  p.  226. 

2.  John  Wedderburn,  born  1681.     See  below. 

1  pause  before  proceeding  with  the  facts  in  regard  to  these  sons,  to  deal  with  the  account 
of  their  father  and  his  issue,  which  has  been  given  by  J.W.  both  in  his  printed  Memoir  and  in 
his  MS.,  because,  while  the  above  history  of  Peter  Wedderburn  is  accurate  beyond  all  doubt, 
J.W.  goes  altogether  astray  in  regard  to  him.  In  his  Memoir  he  says  that  "it  is  supposed  that 
while  pursuing  his  studies  at  S.  Andrew's,  the  death  of  a  fellow-student,  who  lost  his  life  in 
a  quarrel  with  him,  obliged  him  to  quit  that  part  of  the  country.  He  went  up  to  Donside  in 
Aberdeenshire,  where  he  married  and  died  in  reduced  circumstances,  leaving  two  sons  and  a 
daughter,  (viz.)  John  ;  David,  who  emigrated  to  America  ;  and  Anne,  who  married  and  had 
issue."  In  his  MS.  this  account  is  much  changed  and  Peter  is  said  to  have  died  in  1711, 
while  his  son  John  is  credited  with  the  slaughter  of  a  fellow-student  at  S.  Andrew's  sometime 
after  1712,  and  with  escaping  to  the  Highlands  "  where  he  obtained  a  small  holding  on  the 
Forbes' lands  of  Eicht  in  Donside,  co.  Aberdeen,  where  he  died  in  reduced  circumstauces  in 
1 744."  I  shall  deal  below  with  these  statements  as  to  John.  The  fact  is  that  J.W.  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  other  Peter  Wedderburn,  son  of  Easter  I'owrie  (ante,  pp. 
153-55),  who  was  also  a  merchant  in  Dundee,  but  later  in  date  than  this  Peter,  and  thus,  on 
finding  references  to  a  merchant  of  the  name  after  1700,  was  driven  to  refer  them 
to  Peter,  son  of  Blackness.  Further  J.W.  is  altogether  in  error  as  to  the  children  of 
Peter  Wedderburn.  Not  only  is  there  no  evidence  of  his  ever  having  had  a  son  David  or 
daughter  Anne,  but  the  evidence  is  positive  that  his  only  children  were  two  sons,  Alexander, 
of  whom  J.W.  knew  nothing,  and  John,  whom  J.W.  wrongly  makes  his  eldest  son.  The 
David  Wedderburn  who  founded  the  American  family  of  the  name  was  thus  not  the 
son  of  Peter,  as  J.W.  makes  him,  without  any  evidence,  and  apparently  merely  because 
of  the  convenience  of  the  dates  and  the  necessity  of  fitting  him  in  somewhere.  I  regret 
that  this  is  so,  because  it  would  have  been  satisfactory  to  have  definite  proof  of  the  con- 
nection between  the  American  family  and  the  old  Forfarshire  house.  But  the  facts  are 
imperative,  and  the  parentage  of  David  in  America  must  at  present  be  left  undetermined 
(see  post,  s.  the  account  of  the  Wedderburns  in  America).  It  is  equally  clear  that  Peter 
had  no  daughter  Anne,  as  any  such  daughter  would,  of  course,  have  been  named  with  her 
brothers  in  her  father's  or  mother's  will,  and  in  regard  to  her  own  tutory.  J.W.'s  state- 
ments were  made  upon  information  obtained  by  him  from  a  Charles  Wedderburn  living  in 
Perth  in  1822,  and  then  in  his  eighty-third  or  eighty-fourth  yeai-,  who  J.W.  satisfied 
himself  was  a  son  of  Peter  Wedderburn's  son,  John,  with  whom  I  now  proceed  to  deal. 


Subsec.  i.     John  Wedderburn,   second  son  of  Peter  Wedderburn  and  Catharine  Man.     His 
career.     His  descendants  at  Echt  and  Camno.     Doubtful  nature  of  the  proof. 

2.  John  Wedderburn  [1681 — (?)],  second  son  of  Peter  Wedderburn  and  Catherine 
Man,  was  baptized  at  Dundee,  7  Feb.  1681  (D.B.  34).  He  is  then  named  in  a  bond 
in  favour  of  him,  "  son  of  the  late  Peter  Wedderburn,  merchant  in  Dundee,"  made 
17  June  1686  by  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness  (S.W.  556),  and  is  subsequently  mentioned 
in  one  or  two  documents  (see  below).  He  is  also  named,  31  Aug.,  24  Sept.  1687,  when  his 
uncle  George  is  tutor  to  him  and  his  brother  Alexander  (D.D.  37  ;  D.Dec.  20  ;  R.H.  18).  A 
John  Wedderburn,  who  matriculated  at.  S.  Andrew's  in  1694,  must,  I  think,  be  he  (S.A.R. 
38),  but,  except  that  there  is  no  one  else  to  whom  it  can  well  refer,  there  is  no  proof  that 
it  is.2   He  is  next  named  in  the  confirmation  of  his  mother's  will,  1  March  1700  (Br.T.  18). 

1  The  confirmation  of  her  will  gives  the  date  of  her  death  as  168 — ,  and  as  their  uncle,  George  Wedderburn, 

was  appointed  tutor  to  her  sons  in  Sept.  of  1687  (R.H.  18),  she  probably  died  in  that  year.     Her  sons 

were  not  decerned  executors  to  her  till  8  Nov.  1699  (Br.T.  18). 
-  Charles  Wedderburn,  however,  must  be  taken  to  have  stated  that  his  father  was  a  student  at  S.  Andrew's. 

The  story  of  the  death  of  a  fellow  student,   and  of  his  father's  consequent  flight  North  appears  to 

rest  solely  on  his  account  as  given  to  J.W. 
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after  which  comes  an  important  reference,  8  Feb.  1703,  when  he  grants  nu  board  the  Part  ill. 
"Sidney"  a  factory  to  his  brother  Alexander,  mariner  in  Dundee,  to  manage  his  affairs  CnaP-  IIf- 
(D.D.  61).  He  was  no  doubt  just  going  abroad,  but  in  what  capacity  does  not  appeal-. 
He  would  seem  to  have  been  home  in  1712,  when  an  inventory  of  bonds,  including  the 
1686  bond  to  him  by  Blackness,  is  said  to  have  been  delivered  to  him  (M.P.  67),  while  the 
last  references  to  him  are  dated  6  Nov.  1717,  when  his  brother  is  spoken  of  as  his  factor 
(S.W.  556;  R.A.D.  154  a),  and,  1718,  when  there  is  a  list  of  debts  due  by  Blackness's 
grandson,  in  which  he  is  named  as  a  creditor  (M.P.  86  a).  I  have  no  documentary 
evidence  in  regard  to  the  date  of  his  death. 

The  above  is  all  that  I  have  ascertained  with  certainty  about  him,  and  but  for  the 
statements  of  J.W.  I  should  have  been  inclined  to  suppose  from  the  silence  of  the 
Dundee  records  in  regard  to  him,  that  he  died  abroad  and  without  descendants.  .  J.W., 
however,  as  I  have  said,  gives  an  account  of  him  on  the  authority  of  Charles  Wedderburn 
in  Perth,  who  (he  says)  was  his  son ;  and  while  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  accepting  the 
account  given  by  J.W.  without  reserve,  I  give  it  in  this  place  for  what  it  is  worth.  J.W. 
■was  curiously  ready,  when  so  minded,  to  draw  inferences  from  insufficient  evidence  and  to 
accept  suggestions  as  proof,  and  Charles  Wedderburn.  his  informant,  was  in  age — perhaps 
dotage — when  he  interviewed  him,  so  that  it  may  have  been  as  difficult  as  it  was  necessary 
to  deal  critically  with  his  statements,  some  of  which  wore  clearly  wrong.  On  the  other 
hand,  Charles  Wedderburn  purported  to  be  speaking  of  his  father,  and  of  a  remarkable 
incident  in  his  career,  and  would  presumably  be  also  acquainted  with  the  facts  in  regard 
to  his  grandfather. 

According,  then,  to  Charles  Wedderbum's  accouut,  his  father,  John,  took  the  life  of  a 
student  in  S.  Andrew's,  and  fled  to  Echt,1  co.  Aberdeen,  where  he  died  in  1744,  having 
married,  in  1737,  Margaret  Westland,  by  whom  he  left  two  sous, 

1.  Charles  Wedderburn,  born  at  Echt  in  1739,  and  settled  as  a  manufacturer  in  Perth 
in  1761.  "  In  1822,"  says  J.W.  in  his  MS.,  "  Charles  was  in  his  83rd  or  84th  year; 
thin,  but  tall,  erect,  and  handsome ;  he  clearly  considered  the  dispersion  and 
poverty  of  his  family  as  a  judgment  upon  them  for  the  murder  committed  by  his 
father.  When  one  of  my  servants  in  1825  visited  Perth  he  learned  from  the  old 
man's  sole  surviving  daughter  that  her  father  had  died  in  the  December  preceding." 
He  married  at  Alloa,  in  May  1776,  Elizabeth  Imbrie,  Imrie  or  Emery  {Alloa 
Par.  Reg.)?  and  by  her,  who  died  in  1821,  had  issue  (says  J.W.  in  his  MS.) 
"  seven  children,  who  died  young,  besides  a  son,  John,  and  a  daughter,  Margaret, 
who  married  and  had  issue."     Of  these  children, 

1.  John  Wedderburn  was  born  at  Alloa  29  March,  and  baptized  there  2  April 

1779  [Alloa  Par.  Reg.).  J.W.  says3  says  that  he  was  "  born  in  1773 ;  went 
to  sea  in  1790  ;  was  resident  in  Perth  in  1806  ;  embarked  as  mate  of  a 
vessel  from  Dundee  for  America  in  1809,  and  died  at  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
U.S.A.,  in  June  1822  "  (J.W.'s  MS.).* 

2.  James  Wedderburn  was  born  at  Alloa  17  Aug.;  baptized  there  18  August 

1781  (Alloa  Par.  Reg.).     He  must  be  one  of  the  children  who  died  young. 
and 

1  The  Register  of  Births  for  the  parish  of  Echt  has  been  searched,  167S — 1819,  but  no  Wedderburns  are 
named  in  it.  The  Old  Meldrum  Marriage  Kegister,  however,  contains  an  entry  of  the  marriage, 
6,  12  Dec.  1766,  of  a  James  Wedderburn  in  Echt  to  Isobel  Forbes  (see  post,  s.  the  Wedderburns  in 
Aberdeen). 

-  The  Alloa  Parish  Register  has  been  searched  for  marriages,  1609 — 1800  (except  1740-76),  and  for  births, 
lg09 — 1800  throughout,  with  the  results  given  in  the  text.  In  the  entry  in  the  marriage  register  the 
names  of  the  spouses  are  given  up  for  proclamation  by  banns,  10  May  1776,  and  Charles  is  designed 
"  in  this  parish,"  while  in  each  of  the  three  baptismal  entries  he  is  called  "  gardener  "  or  "  gardener  in 
Alloa,"  which  does  not  accord  with  J.W.'s  "  manufacturer  iu  Perth  in  1761."  The  register  gives  his 
wife's  name  as  Isobell  instead  of  Elizabeth,  but  these  two  names  are  often  used  interchangeably. 

:i  In  his  printed  memoir  he  says  "  born  in  Perth  iu  1773,  went  to  sea  in  1802,  returned  to  Perth  in  1806, 
went  out  to  America  in  1709,  and  died  there  unm.  at  Newark,  New  Jersey,  in  June  1822." 

4  Here  again  the  evidence  to  identify  the  person  who  died  at  Newark,  1822,  with  Charles'  son  is  not  quite 
satisfactory.  J.W.  says  that  the  death  was  notified  to  him  by  a  letter  from  William  Wedderburn  in 
America,  "  who  was  not  aware  of  the  relationship  "  betweenself  him  and  the  deceased  John,  which  is  not 
surprising,  as  none  can  be  shown,  and  the  near  cousinship  supposed  by  J.W.  is  disproved.  But, 
presumably,  J.W.  ascertained  from  Charles  that  he  had  a  son  John  who  had  gone  to  sea  and 
to  America. 
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Part  in.  Isobel  Wedderburn  was  born  at  Alloa  19  March,  and  baptized  there  23  March 

Chap.  in.  1777  (Alloa  Par.  Reg.).     She  also  must  be  one  of  the  seven  children  who 

died  young. 
Margaret  Wedderburn,  who  is  not  named  in  J.W.'s  memoir  but  in  his  MS., 
is  said  to  have  "  married  and  had  issue."  J.W.  does  not  give  her  husband's 
name,  but  speaks  of  an  only  surviving  daughter  in  1825,  in  which  case  there 
must  be  an  error  of  name,  as 
"  Mary  Anne  (Wedderburn)  widow  of  Dr  John  Robertson,"  and  "  daughter 
of  Charles  Wedderburn  and  Elizabeth  Imbrie,  both  deceased,"  died  at 
Edinburgh,  set.  60,  21  Dec.  1862  (Reg.  Deaths,  Edin.). 

2.  John  Wedderburn  [1748 — 1822],  second  son  of  John  Wedderburn1  (second  son  of 
Peter  Wedderburn  and  Catharine  Man),  was  "born  at  Echt  in  1741,  became  a 
farmer  at  Camno,  near  Meigle  in  Angus;  married,  13  Dec.  1771,  Agnes  Neill, 
by  whom  he  had  issue  a  son,  Robert,  and  four  daughters  ;  and  died  at  Arthurstone, 
co.  Forfar,  21  Jan.  1S22  "  (J.W.'s  memoir  and  MS.)- 

Here  again  the  accuracy  of  the  account  is  not  certain,  as  according  to  the 
inscription  on  the  family  tomb,  "  revised  in  1876,"  he  was  74  in  1822,  and  was  born 
therefore  in  1748,  while  the  day  of  his  death  is  given  as  31  Jan. 

By  his  wife,  Agnes  or  Ann  Neill,  who  died  in  1827  and  was  buried  at  Meigle, 
John  Wedderburn  had  issue  a  son, 

Robert  Wedderburn.     See  below, 
and  four  daughters, 

1.  Jean  Wedderburn,  bora  at  Meigle  28  Sept.,  baptized  there  4  Oct.  1772  ; 

married  "  clandestinately  "  at  Dundee,  18  Aug.  1790,  John  Wilson  (D.M. 
32),  shipmaster  in  Dundee,  and  had  issue,  baptized  at  Dundee,  9-14  Oct. 
1792,  Duncan  Wilson,  to  whom  Helen  Duncan,  "great  grandmother,"  was 
name-mother;  22  June  1794,  Jean  Wilson;  11  Aug.  1796,  Elizabeth 
Wilson;  and  16-18  June  1798,  John  Wilson,  to  whom  John  Wedderburn, 
"grandfather,"  was  name-father  (Dundee  Par.  Reg.,  orig.  record,  s.dd.)  I 
have  not  ascertained  the  date  of  her  death,  but  the  late  Mr.  A.  C.  Lamb 
of  Dundee  had  notes  of  two  sasines  from  the  Dundee  records,  17  June  1809 
and  30  Oct.  1845,  which  showed  her  to  be  living  at  these  dates. 

2.  Catharine  Wedderburn,  born  at  Meigle  29  Jan.,  baptized  there  5  Feb. 

1776.  She  married  twice,  (i.)  at  Dundee,  11  July  1793  (by  banns  24  June), 
James  Waddle,  or  Waddel,  brewer  of  Dundee  (D.M.  32),  by  whom  she  had 
issue,  baptized  at  Dundee,  15-18  May  1794,  Anne,  to  whom  Ann  Neill, 
grandmother,  was  name-mother;  19  Aug.  1795,  Christian;  26,  29  May 
1797,  Margaret,  to  whom  Margaret  Wedderburn,  aunt,  was  name-mother ; 
and  4,  10  Sept.  1799,  James  (Dun.  Par.  Reg.,  s.dd.).  They  all  died  before 
1806  (ex  rel.  Mrs.  Smart).  She  married  (ii.)  William  Cowborough,  ship- 
master, of  Falkirk,  by  whom  she  also  had  issue. 

3.  Margaret  Wedderburn,  born  at  Meigle  12  Feb.,  baptized  there  17  Feb. 

1782.  She  married  Alexander  Kaye,  merchant  in  Dundee,  and  died  10  Jan. 
1821,  having  had  issue  four  sons,  who  all  died  in  infancy  before  1813.  I 
do  not  know  if  she  had  any  other  children.2 

4.  Anne  Wedderburn,  born  at  Meigle  6  March,  baptized  there  14  March  1788. 

Died  num.  18  May  1802. 

Robert  Wedderburn   [1778 — 1855J,   only  son  of   John  Wedderburn  and  Agnes 
Neill,  was  born  at  Meigle  1  Aug.,  and  baptized  there  5  Aug.  1778.     He  was  tenant  farmer 

1  John  Wedderburn  and    Margaret  Westland    may,    of    course,    have   had   other   sons    besides    Charles 

(b.  1739)  and  John  (b.  1748),  but  these  would  seem  to  have  been  the  only  two  who  survived.  Mrs. 
Smart  (Jane  Wedderburn),  who  has  given  me  much  information  as  to  her  father's  family  from  her 
grandfather's  time,  says  that  he  came  from  Aberdeenshire  to  Camno,  and  that  he  had  a  brother,  Charles. 

2  It  is  doubtful  if  any  survived  her.     She  was  buried  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee,  where  an  upright  stone 

(No.  825)  bears  this  inscription : — "  1813  :  Erected  ■  By  Alexander  Kay  ■  merchant  in  Dundee  ■  and 
Margaret  Wedderburn  "  his  spouse  ■  In  memory  of  their  four  sons  ■  who  died  in  infancy  ■  Margaret 
Wedderburn  •  Their  mother  ■  Died  10th  January  1821  '  Aged  38  years."  On  the  back  of  the  stone  is 
a  coat  of  arms,  showing  a  bend  between  an  annulet  in  chief  and  in  base  a  sea-urchin  holding  in  its  mouth 
a  key.  Crest,  a  flower.  Motto,  "  In  Deo  solo  spes  mea."  Alexander  Kay  was  clerk  to  the  kirk-session 
of  Dundee  (elected  2  May  1827),  and  aburgess  and  dean  of  Gild.  Oct.  1827.  Margaret  Wedderburn's 
burial,  14  Jan.  1821,  is  also  entered  in  the  Dundee  Register  of  Burials,  1801 — 1829,  voL  ii. 
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at  Camno  for  many  years,  'and  died  24  Oct.  1855,  set.  77,  and  was  buried  at  Meigle.1     He 


Part  III. 


married,  at  what  date  I  have  not  ascertained,  but  it  was  after  1818,  as  (ex  rel.  Mrs.  Smart)  Chap.  m. 
he  was  past  forty  at  the  time,  Barbara  Hay  (daughter  to  Eobert  Hay  and  Catharine 
Ogilvy),  and  by  her,  who  died  7  Nov.  1860,  set.  60,  and  was  buried  at  Meigle,  had  issue 
two  sons  and  four  daughters  : — 

1.  Robert  Niel  Wedderburn,  born  at  Camno   1831.     He  succeeded  his  father  as 

tenant  farmer  there,  and  died  15  May  1873.  He  was  buried  at  Meigle.  He  had 
married  at  Dundee,  29  April  1867,  Elizabeth  Hood  Wilson,  daughter  of  John 
Wilson  and  Isabella  Hood,  but  by  her  (who  married,  secondly,  at  Meigle,  7  Sept. 
1874,  Thomas  Alexander,  widower)  had  no  issue. 

2.  John  Wilson  Wedderburn,    born   at  Camno    1834.     He  started   practice   as  a 

solicitor  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  Scotland,  but  died  unmarried  at  Tilliecoultry, 
7  Nov.  1868. 
Of  the  daughters, 

1.  Ann  Neil  Wedderburn,  born  at  Camno  1819,  married  at  Coupar-Angus,  in  1841, 

Alexander  Marshall  Brodie,  and  died  at  Savannah,  U.S.A.,  in  1844,  leaving  issue 
by  her  husband  (who  remarried  and  died  circ.  1888),  one  daughter,  Sarah  Ann 
Brodie,  born  at  Savannah  5  Nov.  1842.     Mrs.  Brodie  was  buried  at  Savannah. 

2.  Catharine  Cowborough  Wedderburn,    born    at   Camno    1827,    married   there 

1855,  James  Loivden  (d.  Sept.  1889)  and  had  issue  one  son,  John  Wedderburn 
Lowden  (m.  1881,  Mary  Ann  Smith).     Living  1891  at  45,  Priory  Place,  Perth. 

3.  Jane  Wilson  Wedderburn,  born  at  Camno  17  March  1833,  married  at  Camno, 

12  Jan.  1860,  James  Smart  of  Meigle,  afterwards  (from  30  June  1887)  inspector 
of  the  poor  for  the  parish  of  Alyth.  Living,  1891,  at  Alyth  and  has  issue  two  sons 
and  four  daughters.2 

4.  Margaret  Wilson  Wedderburn,  born  at  Camno  9  Sept.  1838,  married,  10  Oct, 

1864,  Charles  Lowden  (brother  of  James  Lowden,  who  m.  her  sister  Catherine)  of 
Rosetoun,  Athy,  co.  Kildare,  Ireland,  and  has  had  issue  three  sous  and  three 
daughters. 


Pedigree  shoiving  descent  from  John  Wedderburn  and  Margaret  Westlund,  17S7 — 1891. 

John  Wedderburn  [possibly  second  son  to  Peter  Wedderburn=pMargaret  Westland, 
and  Catharine  Man.     See  p.  222].  |  married  1737. 

, ^-i 

=Agnes  Neill,  m. 
13  Dec.  1771. 


Charles  "Wedderburn, =f=Elizabeth   Imbrie, 
b.  1739,  d.  1824.  |  m.  1776. 


John  Wedderburn, : 
b.  1748,  d.  1822. 


JohnWedder-     James  Wedder-     Other       Isobel,  b.  1777,  Mary  Anne,b  .  1802, 

burn,  b.  1779,     burn,  b,  1781,  d.     issue.d.    d.  young.  d.  1862,  m.  Dr.  John 

d.s.p.  1822.  young.  young.  Robertson, 

Margaret  ? 


Robert  Wedderburn,=pBarbara 


b.  1778,  d.  1855, 


Hay,  d. 
1860. 


1.  Jean,    m.  John 
Wilson. 


i.  Catharine,  in. 

(a)  James  Waddle.-7> 

(b)  William    Cow- 

borough  -^ 


3.  Margaret,   m.     4.  Anne, 
Alexander  d.uum. 

Kaye.-> 


r 


Robert   Niel=  Elizabeth  Hood     John  Wed-     Ann  Niel,  m.     Catharine  Cow-  Jane  Wil-  Margaret  Wil- 

Wedderburn,      Wilson.  (Shem.     derburn,  b.     Alex.     Mar-     borough,  m.  son,  m.  son, m. Charles 

b.    1831,   d.        h.  ThomasAlex-     1834,  d.  shall  Brodie.     James  Lowden.  James  Lowden. 

1873  s.p.  ander.)  1868.  \L-  |  Smart.  ^ 

A  dau.  John   Wedder-  s[/ 

burn  Lowden. 


1  The  inscription  on  the  tombstone  at  Meigle  is  as  follows: — "  Sacred  ■  to  the  memory  of  ■  John  Wedderburn 
late  tenant  at  ■  Camno  who  died  31st  January  1822  ;  aged  74  years  ■  and  ■  Agues  Neil  his  spouse  ■  who 
died  in   1827  '  Robert   Wedderburn  their  son  •  and  successor  who  died  24th  October  1855  '  aged 

76  years  ■  and  "  Barbara  Hay  his  spouse  ■  wlio  died  7th  November  1860  '  aged  60  years  '  Their  sons  ■ 
John  Wedderburn  '  who  died  7th  November  1868  •  aged  33  years  ;  Robert  Wedderburn  '  also  tenant 
at  Camno  ■  who  died  15th  1873,  aged  41  years.  This  stone  was  revised  by  the  surviving  family  of 
three  daughters  on  5"1  February  1876."     Robert  Wedderburn's  age  is  inaccurately  given  ;  he  was 

77  not  76. 

-  Mrs.  Smart  gave  me  in  1891  the  particulars  from  which  this  account  of  her  father's  and  grandfather's 
family  is  compiled. 

2  F 
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Part  in.     Subsec.  ii.      Alexander  Wedderhurn,  eldest  son  of  Peter  Wedderhurn  and   Catharine  Man,  and 
Chap.  in.  fog  descendants. 

I  now  return  to  Alexander,  eldest  son  of  Peter  Wedderburn  and  Catharine  Man,  in 
regard  to  whom  there  is  a  curious  circumstance.  Two  persons  of  the  same  name  and  of 
the  same  time  are  mentioned  in  the  Dundee  Parish  Register  of  Baptisms,  viz., 

i.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  bailie,  who  married  Margaret  Watson  and  had  issue 
a  son, 

Alexander  Wedderburn,  baptized  18  May  1711  (D.B.  62), 
and  a  daughter, 

Margaret  Ker  Wedderburn,  baptized  6  Sept.  1714  (D.B.  G7). 

ii-  Alexander  Wedderburn,  bailie,  who  married,  22  July  1702,  Grizell  Watson 

and  had  issue  three  sous  and  five  daughters,  including  Alexander  and  Margaret, 

baptized  the  one  a  day,  and  the  other  a  week,  after  their  namesakes  (D.B.  63,  68). 

I  have  not  been  able  to  identify  both  these  Alexander  Wedderburns,  and,  as  the 

profession  of  the  former  of  them  is  never  given  and  he,  too,  may  have  been  a  mariner,  1 

cannot  be  absolutely  sure  which  of  them  is  the  son  of  Peter  Wedderburn.      It  is  not  likely, 

however,  that  they  both  followed  the  same  calling  and  as  the  latter  is,  however,  always 

called  "mariner"  or  "shipmaster"  and  it  is  clear  that  the  grandson  of  Sir  Alexander. was 

a  mariner  (D.C.  72),  I  make  no  doubt  that  the  son  of  Peter  Wedderburn  is  identical 

with  the  husband  of  Grizell  Watson. 

Alexander  Wedderburn1  [1678 — 1734],  eldest  son  of  Peter  Wedderburn  and 
Catharine  Man,  was  born  on  Nov.  24,  and  baptized  at  Dundee,  30  Nov.  1678.  The  register 
oives  the  hour  of  his  birth  as  between  nine  and  ten  in  the  morning  (D.B.  30).  After  the 
death  of  his  father,  his  uncle,  George  AVedderburn  in  Edinburgh,  was  appointed  tutor  to 
Jiim  and  his  brother  John,  24  Sept.  1687  (R.H.  18),  and  was  also  factor  to  uplift  their  rents 
(D.D.  87  ;  D.Dec.  20).  He  was  brought  up  by  his  grandmother,  "Dame  Matild  Fletcher, 
Lady  Blackness,"  who,  as  his  "guyder,  maintainer,  and  intertainer,"  gets  a  decree,  18  Nov. 
1689,  for  house  maills  due  to  him  (D.B.R.  486). 2  On  reaching  the  age  of  fourteen,  he, 
9  Oct.  1693,  raised  an  edict  of  curatory,  and  chose  as  his  curators,  his  uncles,  Blackness  and 
James  the  clerk  (D.Dec.  23).  He  and  his  brother  were  decerned  executors,  8  Nov.  1699,  to 
their  mother's  will,  confirmed  at  Brechin  1  March  1700  (Br.T.  18),  and  he  was  retoured  heir 
to  his  father  8-15  Oct.  in  that  year  (D.C.  72),  and,  13  Dec  ,  was  so  entered  in  the  South 
Flukergait  land  which  his  father  had  inherited  from  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness  (D.P.B. 
554),  but  which  he,  who  acquired  other  houses  by  marriage  (see  below),  disponed,  26  Sept. 
1706,  to  Thomas  Crichton  (D.C.  72;  D.P.B.  558). 

Alexander  was  a  mariner  and  shipmaster  in  Dundee  for  many  years.  He  is  first 
called  "mariner"  when  he  acts  as  a  witness,  15  Feb.  1696  (D.D.  48),  and  in  an  action 
brought  by  his  factor,  the  clerk  (so  that  he  was,  no  doubt,  then  abroad),  28  June  1699 
(D.B.R.  496).  He  is  named,  14  Aug.  1701,  15  Sept.  1702,  as  master  of  the  ship 
"  Neptune  "  arriving  at  Dundee  from  Elphingston  and  Clackmannan  (D.R.S.  36,  37),  and  as 
sailing  to  Cadiz,  23  Aug.  1703  (D  D.  59). 3  Later  on,  he  also  owned  the  "  S.  Peter," 
arriving  from  Newcastle  2  June  1706  (D.R.S.  38a);    the    "Thistle"    from  Limekills, 

4  July,'  and  from  some  other  port,  9  May  1707  (ib.  38  b,  39)  ;4  and  the  "Beauty"  from 
Norway,  29  Jan.  1713  (ib.  41).  He  is  mentioned  as  taking  apprentices  in  navigation, 
17  Dec.  1702.  when  he  enters  into  three  years'  indentures  with  Andrew  Lyon  (son  of  the 
late  Rev.  John  Lyon  of  Tealing),  and,  6,  27  April  1714,  w-hen  he  takes  David  Balneaves 
for  a  like  period   (R.D.  257,  296). 5     He  is  named  as  "shipmaster"  in  several  bonds, 

'  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  530-31.  556  ;  M.P.  67,  78,  86  a  ;  D.O.  72,  87,  97  ;  D.P.B.  554,  558,  561- 
62  564,  580,  582,  585,  59293  ;  D.B.R.  485-86,  496,  506-7,  510,  520  ;  D.C.B.  153,  156-60,164,167-68, 
193  ;  D.D.  37,  48,  59-61,  72,  80,  83-84,  87,  103,  105,  107.  126;  D.Dec.  20,  23,  42,  51-52,  57,  61-63, 
75  86,  96  ;  D.R.S.  36-41  ;  R.H.  18  ;  F.S.  78-80,  82,  101  ;  R.D.  257,  262  b,  271  a  b,  296,  322,  325,  334  ; 
RAD.  154  a  7,  179  ;   Br.T.  18,  24,  25  ;  D.M.  19  n  ;  D.B.  30,  51,  54,  57,  63,  65,  67-68;  Can.M.  6. 

2  Meanwhile,  10  Dec.  1688,  he  had  himself  got  a  decree  for  the  price  of  a  mirror  bought  at  his  late  father's 

"rouping"  (D.B.R.  485). 

3  He  was  at  home  8  Feb.  1703,  when  his  brother  John  gave  him  a  factory  (D.D.  61). 

*  He  seems  to  have  sold  it  to  Robert  Wedderburn,  brother  of  Alexander  the  clerk  (afterwards  fourth 
baronet),  who  is  named  as  owner  of  the  "Thistle,"  13  Oct.  1708  (D.R.S.  40). 

5  So  again  among  some  old  papers  in  the  Edinburgh  city  chambers  (Bundle  184),  of  which  Mr.  Macleod 

sends  me  a  note,  there  are  other  such  indentures  (1714-15),  including  "1714  March  23,  Indentures 
of  apprenticeship,  dated  at  Dundee,  betwixt  Alexander  Wedderburn,  shipmaster  in  Dundee,  and 
Alexander  Farquharson,  brother  german  to  William  Farquharson  of  Brockdaye-" 
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9  Aug.  1716  (R.D.  325),  and  in  one  or  two  actions,  e.g.,  1  Dec.  1717,  and  shortly  before  Partm. 
his  death,  15  July,  19  Aug.  1734  (D.B.R.  506,  510).     When  he  was  away  on  his  voyages,  Chap.  in. 
his  wife,  Grizell  Watson  (see  below),    held  his  factory,    e.g.,  23  Aug.,  and  is  named  as 
getting  a  decree,  30  Nov.  1703  (D.D.  60  ;  D.Dec.  51).1 

He  was  early  and  repeatedly  elected  shoremaster  of  Dundee  and  is  constantly  so 
named  as  witness  or  as  signatory  to  charters  by  the  burgh  (D.D.  107).  He  was  so  elected 
27  Nov.  1705  (D.C.B.  152)  and  is  often  present  in  council  1706-7  (ib.  153),  in  which  year 
he  signs  several  town's  charters,  11  May,  1,  10  June  (S.W.  530-31  ;  F.S.  78),  including  that, 
20  June,  of  Logie  to  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness  (F.S.  80).  He  was  again  elected  shore- 
master,  9  April  1707  (D.C.B.  156),  and  signs  charters  by  the  town  2  Sept.  (D.C.  87,  and 
see  facsimile  opp.  p.  192,  vol.  ii.)  and  10  Oct  following  (F.S.  82).  In  this  year  again  he  is 
often  on  the  council,  and  has  his  accounts  audited  16  Sept.  (D.C.B.  157-58).  When,  in 
1708,  the  council  were  considering  "a  method  for  the  defence  of  the  town  in  regard  to  an 
apparent  invasion  by  the  French,  being  then  on  the  coast,"  they  ordered  "all  gunpowder 
and  shot  in  the  town  to  be  brought  into  the  town's  magazine,  and  for  that  end  appoint 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  skipper,  (and  another)  to  search  the  town."  They  also  "  in  case  of 
necessity  for  arming  the  inhabitants,"  choose  officers  for  the  different  streets  including 
Wedderburn,  as  captain  of  the  Overgait  (D.C  B.  159).  On  28  Sept.  1708  he  was  again 
elected  shoremaster,  but  refused  the  office  unless  allowed  a  deputy,  a  point  which  seems  to 
have  been  conceded  him  as  he  accepts  the  office  30  Oct.  (ib.  160).  In  the  next  year, 
27,  29  Sept.  1709,  he  was  elected  bailie,  accepting  the  office  4  Oct.  (D.C.B.  164),  after 
which  he  is  often  so  named,  e.g.,  23  Nov.  1709,  when  there  is  a  decree  for -him  as  box- 
master  to  the  seamen  of  Dundee  (D.Dec.  63  ;  cp  D.D.  83),  and  on  other  occasions,  1709-10 
(D.P.B.  561-62  ;  D.C.B.  167).  He  seems  not  to  have  been  bailie  in  1711  as  in  that  year 
he  is  called  "  late  bailie  "  (D.P.B.  564 ;  D.D.  80),  although  still  a  councillor  (D.D.  87). 
He  was  next  elected  kirkmaster,  30  Sept.  1712,  but  was,  apparently,  absent  till  6  Jan. 
1713,  when  he  takes  the  necessary  oaths  ;  and  he  was  again  so  elected  in  1714  (D.C.B. 
168).  Between  1712  and  1716  he  is  often  on  the  bench  as  bailie  (D.D.  84)  but  had 
ceased  to  hold  office  1  Dec  1717,  when  he  is  called  "  late  bailie  "  (D.B.R.  506),  although  just 
before  his  death,  15  July,  19  Aug.  1734,  he  is  again  called  "bailie  Wedderburn"  (ib.  510). 

In  common  with  other  members  of  his  family,  he  was  loyal  to  the  House  of  Stuart, 
and  took  some  part  in  the  '15  as  it  touched  Dundee.  He  had,  indeed,  as  shoremaster  and 
bailie,  been  compelled  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjuration  in  1705  and  1709 
(D.Dec.  57,  61,  62),  but  his  political  feelings  are  best  shown  by  a  decree,  25  Jan.  1718 
(ib.  75),  against  him,  "shipmaster,  bailie,"  to  pay  £31.  6.  0.  to  James  Morgan,  master  of 
the  "  Hunter  Gaily  of  Dundee,"  for  damage  to  that  boat  when  carrying  down  three  heavy 
cannon  from  the  Craig  of  Dundee  to  the  Hairs'  Craig,  of  which  Wedderburn  was  commander 
under  the  rebels  about  Dec. -Jan.  1715-16.  The  witnesses  state  that  AVedderburn  "did 
in  a  most  illegal  and  masterful  way,  without  consent  of  the  pursuer,  press  his  vessell  for 
this  service,  and  went  on  board  and  steered  her  down  to  the  Hairs'  Craig,  where,  having 
unloaded  the  cannon,  he  left  the  craft  exposed  to  the  fury  of  the  storm  and  the  ice  then 
upon  the  water"  (D.Dec.  75). 

With  his  wife,  Grizell  Watson,  he  acquired  two  properties  in  Dundee,  one  in  North 
Murraygait,  which  is  named,  15,  26  June  1732,  8  Jan.  1733,  in  a  submission  and  decreet 
in  regard  to  it  between  him  and  his  wife  and  their  neighbour,  James  Davidson  (R.D.  322), 
to  whom  they  sold  this  property  14  Feb.  1733  (D.C.  97  ;  cp  D.P.B.  585).  The  other  and 
more  important  property  was  a  cross-dwelling  in  North  Marketgait,  hi  connection  with 
which  he,  his  wife,  and  their  children  and  grandchildren  are  often  named.  This  property 
was  disponed  to  him  by  Thomas  Watson  of  Grange  of  Barrie,2  15  Nov.  1723  (D.D.  103), 
and  was,  ten  years  later,  20,  24  Feb.  1733,  the  subject  of  a  settlement  by  Wedderburn 
on  his  wife  in  life-rent  and  on  his  children  in  fee  (D.P.B.  580 ;  D.D.  105).  It  is  thus 
often  referred  to  after  his  death  (see  below). 

1  He  is  also  named  as  shipmaster  or  mariner  in  a  factorv  to  him  by  his  brother  John,  S  Feb.  1703  (D.D. 
61  ;  and  cp.  S.W.  ;J56  ;  M.P.  67,  S6  a  ;  R.A.D.  154  a) ;  a  bond,  31  May  1703  (R.D.  263  b)  ;  another 
bond.  16  Aug.  1702  (D.D.  57) ;  a  petition  by  him  in  regard  to  the  roup  of  his  wife's  brother-in-law, 
Patrick  Balueaves,  21  Feb.  1704  (D.Dec.  4*2,  521  ;  a  bill  and  bond,  1,  28  Nov.  1705  (R.D.  271  ab)  ; 
17  June  1703,  when  attorney  for  James  Man  (F.S.  79)  ;  20  Oct.  1709,  in  a  bond  to  him  by  Sir 
Alexander,  second  baronet  of  Blackness  (R.A.D.  \5ig  and  cp.  M.P.  7S,  86  a)  ;  1  Dec.  1717,  in  an 
action  by  him  (D.B.R.  50d) ;  20  May  1729,  when  a  witness  (F.S.  101);  and  again  in  an  action  v. 
him,  15  July,  19  Aug.  1734  (D.B.R.  510). 

-  Father-in-law  or  brother-in-law  to  Wedderburn. 
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Part  in.  He  died  in  Oct.  1734,  his  will  being  given  up  by  his  relict,  executrix,  and  creditrix 

Chap.  in.  under  their  marriage  contract,  and  confirmed  at  Brechin  6  May  1740  (D.D.  126  ;  Br.T.  24). 
It  refers  to  his  ownership  of  eight-elevenths  of  a  ship  "The  Providence  of  Dundee." 

He  had  married  at  Dundee  22  July  1702  (D.M.  19),  after  contract  dated  3  July 
(Br.T.  24),  Grizell  Watson,  daughter  of  Thomas  Watson  of  Grange  of  Barrie.  She  is 
named  22  Oct.  1733  as  petitioning  for  the  transumpt  of  a  (1684)  sasine  infefting  her  and 
her  sister  Margaret,  as  their  late  father's  daughters  in  the  North  Murraygait  tenement 
mentioned  above  (D.Dec.  86)  ;  and,  as  her  husband's  relict,  in  a  submission  and  decreet 
between  her  and  her  eldest  (surviving)  son,  Alexander,  21,  22,  27  March  1740  (R.D.  334);  in 
a  decree  for  her  12  Oct.  1741  (D.Dec.  96)  ;  and  in  an  action  against  her  and  others  11  May 
1743(D.B.R.  520).  She  died  in  Oct.  1756  (D.D.  126),  leaving  a  will,  dated  at  Dundee 
6  July  in  that  year,  given  up  partly  by  herself  and  partly  by  her  executrices,  her  three 
surviving  daughters,  Katharine,  Elizabeth,  and  Clementina  (Br.T.  25).  By  her  Alexander 
Wedderburn  had  had  issue  three  sons  and  five  daughters.     The  sons  were, 

1.  Peter  Wedderburn.  baptized  in  Dundee  28  June  1706  (D.B.  57).     He  died,  no 

doubt,  young,  there  being  no  subsequent  mention  of  him,  as  there  is  repeatedly  of 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  in  the  Dundee  records. 

2.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  eldest  surviving  son  and  heir.     See  post,  p.  229. 

3.  John  Wedderburn  [1712 — 1737  ?]  baptized  at  Dundee   17  Aug.  1712,  the  entry 

describing  his  parents  as  "Alexander  Wedderburn,  bailie,  and  —  (sic)  Watson  "  (D.B. 
65).  He  is  named  as  second  son  in  his  father's  disposition  of  the  cross  dwelling  in 
North  Marketgait,  24  Feb.  1733  (D.D.  105),  and  in  the  sasine  which  followed  on  it, 
3  May  1737  (D.P.B.  582).  This  is  the  last  mention  of  him,  and  I  think  he  must 
have  died  soon  after.  In  any  case  he  was  either  unmarried  or  s.p.,  as  there  is  no 
reference  to  him  either  in  the  will  of  his  mother,  in  July  1756  (Br.T.  25),  to  which 
as  second  son  he  would  probably  have  been  executor,  or  in  the  documents  relating 
to  the  North  Marketgait  property  in  1757-63,  in  which,  it  is  clear,  all  the 
descendants  of  his  father,  then  living,  are  mentioned  (D.P.B.  592-93;  D.D.  126; 
R.A.D.  179).1 
The  daughters  were, 

1.  Katharine  Wedderburn,  baptized  at  Dundee  2  June  1703  (D.B.  51),  and  named 
in  her  father's  disposition  of  1733  (D.D.  105)  and  in  the  sasine  thereon,  after  his 
death,  3  May  1737  (D.P.B.  582).  She  is,  I  think,  to  be  identified  with  the  Mrs. 
Catharine  Wedderburn,  whose  offer  to  take  certain  premises  under  the  Town  House 
is  accepted  by  the  Dundee  Council,  20  July  1736  (D.C.B.  185),  and  who  is  named  as 
"mercatrix  in  Dundee,"  1,  20  Nov.  in  that  year  (D.B.R.  514;  D.D.  91).  She 
married,  probably  after  1736,  John  Higginson,  merchant  in  Perth,  who  died  before 
25  April  1753,  at  and  after  which  date  she  is  named  as  his  relict  in  a  decree 
(D.Dec.  103) ;  in  the  confirmation  of  her  mother's  will,  17  Feb.  1757  (Br.T.  25)  ; 
and  in  certain  documents  in  regard  to  the  North  Marketgait  cross-dwelling,  6  Dec. 
1757,  12  Dec.  1758,  and  31  May  1763  (D.P.B.  592-93  ;  D.D.  126;  R.A.D.  179), 
From  these  documents  it  appears  that  her  brother,  Alexander,  died  leaving  an  only 
daughter,  Helen  (see  below);  that  all  her  sisters  predeceased  her  unmarried  ;  and  that 
she  herself  had  a  son,  John.  Her  father's  ultimate  heirs  in  the  North  Marketgait 
property  were  thus  herself,  her  son,  John,  and  her  niece,  Helen.  John  Higginson's 
interest  in  the  property,  however,  seems  to  have  lapsed,  probably  by  death,  as,  27  June 
1767,  Katharine  and  her  niece  dispone  the  property  to  Andrew  Wilkie  (D.D.  129). 
A  later  sasine,  2  June  1769,  in  her  favour  of  half  of  it  must  thus  have  been  in  order 
to  complete  her  title  to  dispone  it  (D  P.B.  597  ;  G.S.R.  143).  There  is  a  discharge  by 
her,  7  April  1773,  to  the  trustees  of  the  Campbells  of  Kethick  of  a  bill  drawn  in  1720 
by  her  father  (R.D.  432),  and  another  a  discharge  by  her,  11  Sept.  in  the  same  year, 
of  a  bond  ^  1760)  in  her  favour  (ib.  41 9  a  b).  She  survived  her  niece,  Helen,  and  having 
evidently  no  direct  heirs,  made  a   testamentary  disposition,   9  Dec.    1786,   with 

1  He  may  be  the  John  Wedderburn,  not  designed,  who  is  named  as  a  witness  to  baptisms  at  Dundee 
2  June  1717,  1  Jan.  1718,  20  Feb.  1718  (D.B.  s.dd.  orig.  record).  A  John  Wedderburn,  merchant  in 
Budal,  co.  Northumberland,  who  enters  into  a  submission  with  Alexander  Christie,  merchant  in 
Falkirk,  24  March  1741  (R.D.  338);  has  a  protested  bill  v.  James  Dundas  of  Edinburgh  11  Aug.  1741 
(ib.  345) :  is  described  as  at  Greenfield,  co.  Northumberland,  in  a  decreet  v.  the  said  James  Dundas. 
4  Nov.  1745  (R.A.D.  174);  and  grants,  24  Aug.  1747,  a  factory,  describing  him  as  having  moved  from 
Greenfield  to  Hankey  in  the  same  county,  to  John  Watson,  W.S.,  to  manage  his  affairs  in  Scotland 
(R.D.  368)  may  also  be  he,  in  which  case  he  survived  to  a  later  date  than  that  suggested  above. 
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a  codicil,  added  30  Aug.   1795,  in  favour  of  the  eldest  surviving  son  and  all  six  Part  in. 
daughters  of  her  niece,  Helen  (D.D.  147).1     I  have  not  ascertained  the  exact  date  chaP-  m- 
of  her  death,  but  as  she  was  then  already  in  her  ninety-third  year,  it  cannot  have 
been  long  delayed. 

2.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Dundee  10  Feb.  1705  (D.B.  54).     She,  too, 

is  named  in  the  disposition  of  1733  ;  in  the  sasine  of  1737  (D.D.  105  ;  D.P.B.  582) ; 
and  with  her  sisters,  Katharine  and  Clementina,  as  an  executrix  to  their  mother's 
will,  1756-57  (Br.T.  25).  There  is  also  a  petition,  28  May  1753,  by  her  and  her 
sisters,  Grizell  and  Clementina,  to  the  town  council  of  Dundee  for  a  declaration  that 
a  seat  in  the  old  church  belonged  to  them,  as  against  William  Guthrie  of  Clepington, 
who  claimed  it  (D.C.B.  193). 2  She  is  named  in  the  documents  of  1757-58 
(R.A.D.  179;  D.P.B.  592),  and  was  living  5  May  1759,  when  she  made  a  settlement 
of  all  her  property  on  her  sister  Katharine  for  life,  and  then  on  John  Higginson, 
her  sister's  son,  and  Helen  Wedderburn,  her  brother's  daughter,  equally  (D.D.  126). 
She  died,  unmarried,  between  that  date  and  11  April  1763  (ib.). 

3.  Margaret  "Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Dundee  14  Sept.   1714  (D.B.  68),  the  entry 

stating  that  the  ceremony  took  place  in  the  meeting  house  (i.e.,  the  episcopal 
church),  and  was  performed  by  Mr.  Goldman.  She  is  never  named  again  and  thus 
died  young,  as  her  name  would  otherwise  occur  with  those  of  her  sisters  in  the 
disposition  of  1733  and  later  documents. 

4.  Grizell  Wedderburn,  not  named  in  the   Dundee  Parish  Register,  and  therefore 

presumably  born  and  baptized  elsewhere.  She  is  named,  however,  with  her  sisters 
in  her  father's  disposition  of  1733  and  the  sasine  of  1737,  as  well  as  in  the  petition 
of  1753  in  regard  to  the  seat  in  the  old  church.  She  died  between  May  1753,  the 
date  of  the  petition,  and  Oct.  1756,  the  date  of  her  mother's  death,  as  in  one  of 
the  documents  anent  the  cross  dwelling  in  North  Marketgait  (D.D.  126),  it  is 
expressly  stated  that  she  predeceased  her  mother  (D.D.  126). 

5.  Clementina  "Wedderburn.      Of  her  baptism  also  there  is  no  record  in  the  Dundee 

Parish  Register,  but  she  is  named  in  the  1733  disposition  and  1  737  sasine  [ut  sup.), 
as  well  as  in  the  petition  of  1753  (D.C.B.  193)  and  in  her  mother's  will,  1756-57 
(Br.T.  25).  She  was  living  early  in  Dec.  1757,  when  she  made  a  settlement 
in  favour  of  her  sisters,  Katharine  and  Elizabeth  (D.D.  126;  R.A.D.  179),  but 
died  unmarried  before  11  Feb.  1758  (ib.),  and  was  buried  in  Dundee  (D.M.D.  56). 

Alexander  Wedderburn  [1711 — 1750  ?],  second  but  later  eldest  and  ultimately  only 
surviving  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Grizell  Watson,  was  baptized  in  Dundee 
19  May  1711  (D.B.  63).  He  is  named  as  his  father's  eldest  son  in  the  disposition  and 
sasine  of  1733  and  1737  (D.P.B.  582  ;  D.D.  105),  and  was  resident  in  London  by  1740,  in 
which  year,  21,  22,  27  March,  there  is  a  submission  and  decreet  arbitral  between  him, 
"  shipmaster  in  London,"  and  his  mother,  no  doubt  in  regard  to  his  father's  estate  (R.D. 
334).  He  is  then  always  called  "shipmaster  in  London,"  while  his  father  is  "  (late)  ship- 
master in  Dundee,  and  sometime  bailie  there."  He  is,  I  think,  the  Mr.  Wedderburn,  for 
there  was  none  other  of  the  family  then  in  London,  to  whom  James  Wedderburn  "  tooke 
boat"  on  27  Nov.  1746,  to  see  if  anything  could  still  be  done  to  avert  the  execution  of  his 
father,  Sir  John  (post,  chap.  vii.).  I  have  not  ascertained  the  date  of  his  death,  but  he  was 
living  at  the  birth  of  his  daughter  and  only  child,  Helen,  in  March  1747,  and  died  before 
6  Dec.  1757,  at  which  date  he  is  spoken  of  as  deceased  (R.A.D.  179). 3 

He  married,  probably  in  London,  but  when  or  where  I  have  not  ascertained,  Marion 
Stuart,  daughter  of  John  Stuart  of  Inverness,4  and  by  her,  the  date  of  whose  death  is 
also  unknown  to  me,  had  issue  an  only  child, 

1  See  post,  p.  230,  n.  2,  as  to  these  children. 

-  Their  sister,  Katharine,  is  not  a  party  to  this  petition,  probably  because  she  was  then  resident  in  Perth. 

3  In  the  entry  of  his  daughter's  marriage  he  is  called  "  the  late  Captain  Wedderburn  (Cau.M.  6). 

4  Helen  Wedderburn's  great  granddaughter  (Mrs.  Bell,  Douglas  Crescent,  Edinburgh)  tells  me  that  Marion 

Stuart's  father,  John  Stuart  of  Inverness,  was  a  Stuart  of  Kincardine,  and  died  20  April  1759, 
having  married  (i.)  Marion,  daughter  of  Dr.  Hose  of  Kik-avock,  by  whom  he  had  two  daughters — 
1,  Elizabeth,  m.  John  Reid  of  Cromarty,  and,  2,  Marion,  in.  Alexander  Wedderburn.  (ii.)  Christian 
Macleod,  by  whom  he  had  a  daughter  and  seven  sons,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Captain  John  Stuart, 
married  Miss  Dickson,  and  was  father  of  General  Sir  John  Stuart,  K.B.,  G.C.B.,  Count  of  Maida, 
who  d.  in  1815.  Hence  Mr.  E.  B.  Jfinlay  (see  p.  230,  note  2)  was  under  the  impression  that  his  great- 
grandmother  was  a  Stuart  of  Maida.  He  also  thought  that  his  wife's  father  was  a  brother  of  Sir 
John  Wedderburn,  executed  in  1746. 
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Part  in.         Helen  Wedderburn,  baptized  at  the  church  of  S.  Edmund,  King  and  Martyr,  Lombard 

Chap.  in.  Street,1  30  March  1747.     She  is  named  G  Dec.  1757,   12  Dec.  1758,  25,  31  May 

1763  (D.P.B.  592-93  ;  D.D.   126  ;  R  A.D   592)  as  her  father's  only  child,  and  as 

one  of  the  ultimate  heirs  of  the  cros«  dwelling  in  Dundee,  which  she  and  her  aunt 

Katharine  sold  23  June  1767  (D.D.  129). 

She  married  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  Canongate,  22  March  1774,  Dr.  James  Finlay 
of  Bogside,  near  Glasgow  (Can.M.  6),  and  died  25  Nov.  1786  (Scot's  Mag.,  p.  622) 
having  had  issue  two  sons  and  several  daughters.2  It  was  in  favour  of  her  children 
that  their  great  aunt,  Katharine  Wedderburn  (Mrs.  Higginson),  made  her  will  in 
Dec.  1786  and  Aug.  1795  (D.D.  147). 


Pedigree  showing  descent  from  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Grizell  Watson,  1702 — 1795. 

Alexander  Wedderburn,  bailie=pGrizell  Watson,  d.  of  Thomas 
of  Dundee,  b.  1678,  d.  1734.      j  Watson  of  Grange  of  Barrie, 
|  m.  1702,  d.  17S6. 
-+- 


Peter  Wed-     Alexander  Wed-=f  Marion  Stuart,     John   Wed-     1.  Katharine,  b.     2.  Elizabeth,  b.   1705,   d.. 


derburn,  b.     derburn.b  1711, 
1706,  d.  d.  1750  ? 

young. 


dau.    of    John     derburn,  b. 
Stuart  of  Inver-     171*2,    d. 
ness.  1737-50  ? 

s.p. 


1703,  d,   1795?  unm.  1759-63. 

m.    John   Hig-  — 

giuson  and  had  3.  Margaret,   b.    1714,   d. 

a  son,  John.  young. 


Helen    Wedderburn.  =j=Dr.  James  Finlay  of  Bogside, 
b.  1747,  d.  1786.       '  |  near  Glasgow. 

•4/ 
(Alexander  av.d  Marion  Finlay, 
and  other  issite  toko  d.  unm.) 


4.  Grizell, d. unm. 1753-5?. 

5.  Clementina,    d.    unm, 

1758. 


1  The  registers  of  this  church,  1670 — 1S12,  have  been  transcribed  by  William  Brigg,  M.A.,  and 
privately  printed  for  the  transcriber,  1892.  The  entry  of  Helen  Wedderburn's  baptism  is  among 
them — "  Hellen,  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Marion  Wedderburn."  The  notice  of  her  death  in  the 
Scot's  Magazine  wrongly  gives  her  age  as  36,  instead  of  39. 

-  I  had  some  correspondence  in  1891  with  her  grandson,  Mr.  Edward  Bullock  Finlay  of  Avebury,  Calne, 
co.  W  ilts,  who  said  that  his  grandfather  was  long  resident  in  Jamaica  and  had  also  been  guardian  to 
his  wife,  Helen  Wedderburn.  He  sent  me  the  following  account  of  her  children.  Their  names  were: — 
Alexander,  James  (d.  unm.  at  sea  1815),  Marion,  Elizabeth  (d.  1S60),  Helen  (d.  1847),  Sophia  (d.  1837), 
and  Margaret  (d.  1870).  Of  these  only  Alexander  and  Marion  married.  The  son,  Alexander  (b.  177S, 
and  d.  1836)  was  married  (i. )  1810  to  Justina  Camilla  Wynne,  whod.  s.p.  1816,  and  (ii  )  1825  to  Lucy 
Anne  Jones,  by  whom  (d.  1856)  he  had  issue  two  sous — James,  d.  young,  1834,  and  Mr.  E.  B.  Finlay,  my 
correspondent.  In  a  letter,  2  Nov.  1891,  he  writes,  ''Helen  Finlay,  my  father's  mother,  was  a  Wedder- 
burn. I  have  two  portraits  of  her  and  one  of  her  mother.  One  of  Helen  is  in  oils  by  an  unknown  artist, 
taken  at  the  age  of  14  or  15.  Another  is  a  beautiful  portrait  in  pastels,  a;t.  23  or  so,  in  the  attitude  of 
singing  from  a  music  book,  by  Miss  Read  (post,  chap.  vi.).  A  family  tradition  says  that  George  III.  wished 
a  copy,  but  the  lady  refused  to  make  one  for  a  Hanoverian  usurper.  The  one  of  the  mother  may  be  a 
Komney.  She  was  a  Stuart."  Mr.  Finlay's  list  of  Helen's  daughters  does  not  quite  accord  with 
that  given  in  the  will  of  their  great  aunt  (D.D.  147),  as  he  gives  one  Sophia  not  named  in  the  will, 
and  omits  two,  Hester  and  Catharine,  who  are  there  named.  The  one  married  daughter,  Marion 
Finlay,  married  James  Connell  of  Glasgow,  and  had  issue,  besides  a  son.  John  Conned  (d.  unm.  1875), 
and  five  other  children  (d.  young),  three  daughters,  Helen,  Madeline,  aud  Marion,  of  whom  Helen  (d. 
1889)  married  Capt.  Granville  Sharp  (d.  1840),  and  had  issue  two  sons  and  two  daughters  ;  wlrile 
Marion  (d.  1846)  m.  David  Glas  Sandeman  of  Glasgow,  and  had  issue  a  son,  John  Glas  Sandeman, 
and  three  daughters,  one  of  whom,  Marian  (m.  Henry  Glassford  Bell,  advocate,  and  sheriff  principal 
of  Lanarkshire,  1867-74).  has  given  me  ?ome  of  the  information  on  which  this  note  is  based. 


PART   III. 


Chapter    IV. 


Sir  John  Wedderburn  (eldest  surviving  son  of  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness,  Knt.),  partiu. 

FIRST   BARONET   OF    BLACKNESS,    B.     1641,    D.    1706.  Chap.  IV. 

With  an  account  of  his  descendants,  extinct  in  male  line  on  the  death  of  his  grandson,  the 
third  baronet,  in  1723.     (See  pedigree  at  p.  237.) 

Sir  John  Wedderburn1  [1641 — 1706],  first  baronet  of  Blackness,  eldest  son  of 
Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness,  Knt.,  and  Matild  Fletcher,  was  born  12  Feb.  1641  (Bl.  9), 
no  donbt  at  Dundee.  He  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1655  (S.A.R.  29 ),2  and  seven 
years  later,  13  Nov.  1662,  was  admitted  an  advocate  to  the  Scotch  Bar  (Adv.Adm.  2).3 
He  was  also  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee  by  his  father's  privilege  15  May  1665, 
(D.L.B.  56),  and  must  have  been  appointed  the  town's  ordinary  advocate  before  this  date, 
as,  though  there  is  no  record  of  his  appointment,  there  is  one  of  that  of  Mr.  George 
Mackenzie  "in  place  of  John  Wedderburn  demitted,"  5  Dec.  1665  (D.C.B.  112).4  I  have 
not  ascertained  whether  he  made  any  mark  at  the  Scotch  Bar,  but  he  is  often  designed 
"advocate,"  and,  14  Jan.  1668.  was  counsel  with  his  cousin,  George  Mackenzie,  and  his 
father-in-law,  Mr.  David  Dunmuir,  for  Easter  Powrie  in  his  suit  v.  Dougal  Macpherson,  ante, 
p.  149  (S.W.  394)  and  acted  also  for  Easter  Powrie  in  a  suit  against  him  by  Rachel  Lindsay 
and  her  son,  5,  25  Nov.  1664  (S.W.  373-74).  On  his  father's  death,  in  Nov.  1675-76,  he 
succeeded  him  in  his  estates  and  was  executor  to  his  will  (Br.T.  15),  and  as  his  repre- 
sentative entered  into  the  agreement  (Bl.  43)  with  his  uncle,  Lord  Gosford,  in  settlement 
of  all  differences  between  them  as  to-  the  property  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford 
(ante,  p.  136).5 

In  1683  July  19  (A.P.S.  55)  he  was  appointed  a  clerk  to  the  bills  by  Sir  George 
Mackenzie  of  Tarbat,  an  office  which  he  long  retained  and  for  his  activity  in  which  he  was, 
twenty  years  later,  created  a  baronet  of  Nova  Scotia.  His  appointment  was  to  half  the 
office  only,  but  he  seems  to  have  claimed  the  whole,  and  brought  an  unsuccessful  suit,  as 
"  sole  clerk  of  the  bills,"  against  Harry  Oliphant,  writer  in  Edinburgh,  to  produce  his 
pretended  gifts  and  writs  auent  the  said  office  (R.A.D.  109). G  Oliphant,  however,  did  not 
retain  his  office,  as,  11  June  1685,  David  Graham,  tutor  of  Gorthy,  was  appointed 
conjunct  clerk  of  the  bills  for  life  with  Blackness  (A  P.S.  55),7  who  thereafter  is  often 

'  Synopsis  of  References :— S.W.  344,  373-73a,  377-78,  394,  417,  424-26,  430,  455,  465-66,  479,  483,  496, 
500-502,  507,  515,  529,  556  ;  Bl.  1,  9,  10,  16,  18,  30,  43,  77  (3,  4) ;  M.P.  1,  12,  55,  67,  86a  ;  J.W. 
34  ;  S.A.R.  29  ;  Adv.  Adm.  2  ;  D.C.  77,  78;  D.L.B.  56  ;  D.P.B.  498,  517,  519,  525-26,  540,  581  ; 
D.B.R.  477,  481.  494  ;  D.C.B.  112,  118,  120,  125,  133,  145,  150  ;  D.D.  12,  23-25,  31,  39-40,  42,  44-45, 
50,  5t,  62,  65,  69,  70,  71,  104  ;  D.Dec.  6,  8,  13,  16,  22,  23,  28,  31,  32,  34-36,  38,  44-45  ;  D.T.G.  2c, 
3a  ;  D.M  D.  28  ;  G.S.R.  122,  131,  133  ;  A.P.S.  4S,  55,  56,  58,  61  ;  G.R.S.  35-36,  43-44,  55  ;  F.S.  43, 
49,  51,  54,  60,  61,  63,  69  ;  R.D.  181,  187,  207.  209,  210,  213,  216,  217a 6,  218,  224,  226-28,  233,  2346, 
235-36,  2416,  242,  244-45,  2496,  253,  263-64,  277,  317a  ;  RA.D.  101,  102,  109,  121,  123,  129-30,  142, 
15455  ;  Br.  T\,  15;  S.A.T.  10  ;  D.B.,  13,  15,  17,  19,  20,  22-28,  31,  34-41,  49  and  note,  53  ;  Ed.M. 
5,  12,  20  ;  Ed.B.  note.  13,  15,  17,  21,  27. 

2  He  is,  I  think,  to  be  identified  witli  the  John  Wedderburn,  not  designed,  who  witnesses  a  sasine  IS  July 
1652  (D.T.G.  3a),  and  is  also  "  the  .  .  .  Wedderburn  younger  .  .  .  (sic)  "  named  as  a  witness  29  June 
166-  (S.W.  344). 

"J  See  also  Catalogue  of  the  faculty  of  Advocates  from  the  Institution  of  the  College  down  to  the  Revolution  in  1688, 
taken  verbatim  from  the  "  Ordiner  Advocates  since  ye  Institution  of  the  Session"  in  Aikman's  MS.  Coll. 
in  the  Advocate's  Library.  Tracts  relating  to  Scotland  by  Sir  D.  Dah-ymple  of  Hailes,  Edin  :  18S0. 
In  this  list  he  is  called  "  Mr.  John  Wedderburne,  afterwards  clerk  to  y°  bills." 

4  I  do  not  find  that  he  took  much  part  in  the  town's  affairs,  probably  through  constant  absence  in  Edinburgh 

in  the  exercise  of  his  profession  and  office.  He  was  on  an  assize  with  Easter  Powrie  and  Kingennie 
6  Feb.  1669  (D.B.R.  477)  ;  on  another  assize  with  his  father  7  April  1675  (D.B.R.  481)  ;  and  after 
the  death  of  his  father  was  admitted  a  freeman  of  the  skinners'  and  glovers'  craft,  27  Sept.  1677 
(D.T.G.  2c). 

5  During  his  father's  life  he  is,  of  course,  often  called  "  fiar,"  "apparent,"  "  younger,"  of  Blackness. 
4  See  also  Fountaiuhall's  Decisions,  i.,  247,  256-57,  269. 

7  There  was  other  litigation  about  his  office,  as  23  Nov.  1686  "  Mr  William  Eccles,  Dr  of  Medicine,  has  a 
reduction  and  declaration  v.  Sir  James  Anstruther,  Air,  and  Wedderburn  of  Blairhouse  (sic),  about 
a  post  in  the  bill  chamber,  whereof  he  ousted  him."  Fountaiuhall's  Diary,  p.  202.  Mr.  Macleod 
informs  me  that  among  the  Bruce  papers  in  the  charter  room  at  Kinross  House  (box  vi.,  bundle  v.) 
are  two  referring  to  (John)  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  clerk  to  the  bills,  as  holding  a  bond  from 
Sir  William  Bruce. 
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Part  ill.  called  "  clerk  "  or  "  conjunct  clerk  "  or  "  one  of  the  principal  clerks  to  the  bills. '  He  still 
Chap.  i\.  jla(j  j.])e  0^ce  jn  i598j  jn  which  year,  10  March,  Sir  Alexander  Anstruther  of  Newark  was 
apparently  conjunct  clerk  with  him  and  grants  him  a  discharge  "  after  compt  and 
reckoning  for  his  share  of  the  emoluments  of  the  said  office  up  to  date  (M.P.  1  ;  J.W.  3  6), 
and  he  is  called  "  clerk  to  the  bills  "  on  8  Aug.  1701  (D.B.  53).  I  do  not  know  if  he 
retired  from  it  before  his  death,  perhaps  he  did  so  on  being  created  a  baronet.  The 
patent  is  dated  at  Windsor,  9  Aug.  1704,  and  is  in  favour  of  him  and  his  heirs  male.1 
It  does  not  refer  to  his  past  or  present  tenure  of  office,  but  is  granted  in  general  terms 
"ob  intaminatam  ejus  fklelitatem  et  integritatem  "  (Bl.  1,  77  (3)  ;  G.S.R.  133).  His  arms 
were  soon  after  matriculated  in  the  Lyon  Office,  18  April  1705,  and  differ  from  those  of 
his  father  by  the  addition  in  chief  of  "  two  branches  of  laurel  disposed  in  saltyre  proper," 
the  badge  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  motto  "  Spernit  pericula  virtus"  in  place  of  "Aquila 
non  captat  muscas  "  (Bl.  77,  4).  Perhaps  it  was  at  this  time  also  that  his  portrait,  now 
at  Pitfirrane,  was  painted  by  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller.2 

Although  largely  resident  in  Edinburgh,  he  must  have  lived  much  ,at  Blackness, 
where,  as  would  appear  from  their  baptisms  being  at  Dundee  but  few  days  after  their 
births,  all  his  children,  except  his  youngest  son,  were  born.  The  barony  had  already  been 
settled  on  him  and  his  wife  on  his  marriage,  sasine  following  in  May  1G67  (D.Dec.  36  ; 
G.R.S.  35)  and  in  the  following  year,  21  Oct.  1668,  he  got  a  great  seal  charter  of  Blackness, 
Logie,  and  some  other  lands,  all  to  be  held  of  the  King  in  free  barony  on  payment  of 
£16.  15s.  lOd.  at  Whitsuntide  and  Martinmas  (G.S.R.  122).  On  this  charter  sasine  was  given 
about  March  1669  (G.R.S.  36)  while  he  got  a  ratification  of  it  from  parliament  22  Aug. 
1670  (A.P.S.  48).  In  1671,  11  Sept.,  his  father  disponed  to  him,  "  fiar  of  Blackness,"  some 
houses  in  the  North  Argylegait,  North  Murraygait,  and  South  Cowgait  of  Dundee  (D.P.B. 
517)  sasine  following  29  Dec.  (ib.  519),  and,  16  April  1673,  his  brother  James  resigned  to 
him  some  acres  "  pertaining  to  the  house  of  Fowlls,"  which  he  had  himself  resigned  to  James 
some  four  years  previously,  18  June  1669  (F.S.  54,  60).  Some  other  acres  near  Dundee 
were  also  at  almost  the  same  time  disponed  by  Sir  Alexander  to  John,  with  the  consent  of 
James  (ib.  62).  The  possession  of  some  holding  in  Dudhope  brought  his  name,  with  that 
of  his  father,  into  the  litigation  (ante,  p.  172,  n.  1)  between  the  Scrymgeours  and  Charles 
Maitland  of  Hatton,  who  granted  the  Wedderburns  a  discharge  of  all  due  to  them  11  June 
1673  (R.D.  181  ;  and  cp.  S.W.  465-66).  It  also  involved  them  in  a  more  lasting  suit  with 
the  town  of  Dundee,  begun  shortly  before  Sir  Alexander's  death,  anent  the  rights  in  and 
over  the  Magdalen  Yard,  of  which  Blackness  and  the  town  each  claimed  the  soil,  while 
each  conceded  to  the  other  certain  rights  of  way  or  user  (D.O.B.  118,  120;  D.C.  78). 
There  was  a  question  before  the  town  council  as  to  Blackness  enclosing  the  march  stones 
of  the  Magdalen  Yard  as  late  as  26  Sept.  1704  (ib.  150).  There  are  other  references  to 
John  Wedderburn's  ownership  of  Blackness,  e.g.,  21  May  1690,  when  he  grants  a  factory 
to  James  Dick  in  Dundee  to  uplift  the  price  of  his  bear  from  the  maltmen  of  Dundee,  and 
to  set  the  lands  of  Blackness  in  tack  for  three  years  (D.I).  39)  ;  3  Sept.  1694,  when  he 
grants  another  factory,  this  time  to  David  Balvaird,  to  uplift  the  rents  of  Blackness  and 
Dargo  (ib.  44),  and  30  Dec.  1698,  when  there  is  a  similar  factory  to  his  nephew,  Alexander, 
the  clerk  (ib.  50).  The  estate  is  described  in  his  time  (1682)  as  "  Blackness,  Wedderbum, 
a  good  house  with  a  considerable  estate  in  acres  about  the  town."3  He  seems  to  have 
improved  it  by  adding,  at  a  cost  of  200  merks,  an  outer  gateway,  in  regard  to  which  he 
had  to  get  a  decree,  16  May  1697,  to  compel  the  masons  to  carry  out  their  contract 
(D.Dec.  34).  He  parted  with  some  of  his  estates,  viz.,  with  Logie,  which  he  sold  to  the 
town  of  Dundee  for  17,500  merks  (D.C.B.  133  ;  F.S.  69),  but  which  his  son,  Sir 
Alexander  bought  back  at  the  same  price  (post,  p.  238);  and,  2  Sept.  1698,  with  Dargo 
to  Thomas  Miln  of  Milnfield  (D.Dec.  36),  while,  28  July  1699,  he  resigned  the  barony 
of  Blackness  in  favour  of  his  eldest  son  who  thereupon  got  a  great  seal  charter  of  it, 
dated  13  Sept.  (G.S.R.  131).     By  this  charter  the  barony  was  settled  on  him  and  his  heirs, 

1  This  honour  seems  to  have  been  partly  clue  to  the  good  offices  of  his  first  cousin,  Alexander  Wedderburn, 

sou  to  Lord  Gosford,  then  much  at  Court  (see  post,  Part  IV.,  chap,  iv.),  who,  in  a  letter  from  Windsor 
to  George,  first  Earl  of  Cromartie,  dated  8  Aug.  1704,  says,  "  I  have  obtained,  as  I  think,  Blackness' 
patent,  though  her  Majesty  has  it  yet  in  her  hands."  (See  the  Cromartie  Papers  by  Sir  William 
Fraser.)  J.W.  is  thus  in  error  in  surmising  in  his  MS.  that  Sir  John  owed  this  recognition  of  his 
official  services  to  the  influence  of  Sir  Peter  Wedderburn  (afterwards  Halkett),  himself  created  a 
baronet  in  1697. 

2  He  was  also  a  commissioner  of  supply  for  Forfar  in  1685,  1697,  and  1704  (A.P.S.  56,  58,  61). 

3  See  Account  of  the  Shire  of  Forfar,  circa  1682,  by  John  Ochterlony  of  Guy  ml,  p.  18. 
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whom  failing,  on  the  nominees  of  his  father,  or  in   default  of  such  nomination  on  his  Part  m. 
father's  heirs  male,  or,  them  failing,  heirs  female.     There  is  a  clause  compelling  the  use  cllaP-  lv 
by  all  successors  to  the  barony  under  this  entail  of  the  arms  and  name  of  •'  the  House  and 
Family  of  Wedderburn  of  Blackness  "  (ib.). 

There  is  also,  28  Jan.  1678,  a  petition  by  Blackness  to  the  town  council  asking  to  be 
allowed  to  build  a  convenient  seat  in  the  west  church  for  himself  and  his  family,  and 
to  affix  the  same  to  a  pillar  opposite  the  pulpit.  The  petition  states  that  when  seats 
were  erected  in  the  east  church  he  had  to  take  a  not  very  convenient  one,  which  now, 
owing  to  the  increase  of  his  family  and  to  his  brother,  the  clerk,  having  half  of  it,  is 
altogether  inadequate  (D.C.B.  125).  This  petition  must  have  been  granted,  as  later  on, 
7  Oct.  1701,  he  craves  leave  to  add  to  his  seat  in  the  west  church,  and  this  also  is  allowed 
(ib.  145).  Meanwhile  he  must  have  had  a  seat  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  church  of 
S.  Mary,  since  destroyed  by  fire  in  1841,  as  James  Thomson  in  his  Ecclesiastical  Antiquities 
of  Dundee,  1830,  p.  10,  tells  us  that  his  name  "Master  John  Wedderbuhne  of  Blackness, 
1667"  (the  year  of  his  marriage),  and  his  arms,  were  formerly  visible  on  a  pillar  on  the 
west  wall.  Thomson,  however,  gives  the  bearings  wrong,  "argent,  a  chevron  between 
three  eagles'  heads  erased,  sable ;  crest,  an  eagle's  head  erased  of  the  same ;  motto 
obliterated."  The  whole  was  probably  indistinct,  the  colours  darkened,  or  always  given 
iu  black ;  and  the  roses  mistaken  by  Thomson  for  eagle's  heads. 

I  shall  deal  but  shortly  with  the  references  to  him,  1674 — 1705,  in  regard  to  actions 
to  which  he  was  party  and  bonds  given  or  held  by  him.  There  is  an  assignation,  26  June 
1674,  to  him  by  his  father  of  a  bond  by  Andrew  Watt,  whose  son  he  had  to  sue  in 
regard  to  it,  15  Sept.  1674,  12  March  1675  (S.W.  424-26);  16  April  1677,  an  act  of 
apprising  in  which  he  is  named  (ib.  430)  ;  29  July  1680,  an  action  by  Alexander  Chaplain 
against  him  and  Robert  Davidson  of  Balgay  (R.A.D.  101);  12  Dec.  1685,  a  "  ticket "  to 
him  by  Patrick  Ogilvy  of  Templehall  (M.P.  12);  14-17  June  1686,  a  bond  by  him  to  his 
nephew  John,  son  of  Peter  (ante,  p.  222),  which  is  named  on  several  occasions  (S.W.  556  ; 
M.P.  67,  86  a;  R.A.D.  154  a),  while  other  bonds  and  discharges  are  named  29  Jan., 
21  April  1687  ;  16  April,  12  May  1688;  18  March  1689;  31  Aug.  1699  ;  and  14  Feb., 
16  March,  8  Nov.  1700  (R.D.  217  a  6,  226-28,  244,  249  a  6,  263-64)^ 

He  is  repeatedly  named  in  connection  with  his  brothers  and  sisters.  Thus  he  is  a 
consenting  party  to  the  marriage  contract  of  his  brother  James,  8  Jan.  1673  (Bl.  18), 
a  discharge  by  whose  wife  to  her  brother  he  witnesses,  4  Aug.  1680  (R.D.  241  b),  and  on 
James'  death  he  was  named  as  father's  kin  iu  the  curatory  of  his  younger  sons,  Robert  and 
John,  19  Oct.  1696  (D.Dec.  31).  He  is  also  named  in  regard  to  James'  widow,  15  April  1700 
(D.D.  44),  and  with  his  son  Alexander  granted  a  bond  to  James'  eldest  daughter,  Margaret, 
8,  14  July  1704  (S.W.  556  ;  R.A.D.  145  b).  He  was  a  curator  to  Alexander,  eldest  son  of 
his  brother  Peter,  19  Oct.  1693  (D.Dec.  23) ;  and  was  also  in  1688  concerned  in  the  affairs 
of  his  brother  George  (S.W.  483),  who  assigned  to  him  some  premises  in  Edinburgh,  where 
he  perhaps  lived  for  a  time  (R.D.  233 ;  M.P.  55),  and  he  was  also  cautioner  for  a  bond  by 
George,  30  Nov.  1686  (R.D.  234  a  and  cp.  R.A.D.  121).  He  took  a  similar  part  in  the 
affairs  of  his  sisters.  Thus,  10  June  1664,  he  consents  to  a  factory  by  Patrick  Kyd,  husband 
of  his  sister  Margaret  (D.D.  12) ;  29  June  1666,  is  witness  to  a  charter  and  sasine  to  him 
(F.S.  51),  and  when,  15  May  1675,  it  appears  unlikely  that  Patrick  and  Margaret  would  leave 
children  to  succeed  them,  he  is  left  a  legacy  by  Patrick  in  that  event  (F.S.  63).  Many 
years  later,  21  July  1701,  there  is  a  discharge  granted  to  him  by  his  sister  Margaret,  then  a 
widow  (D.D.  69).  He  witnessed  the  marriage  contract  of  his  sister  Jean  with  William  Kyd 
of  Woodhill,  28  Oct.  1663  (Bl.  16),  and,  on  the  death  of  her  and  her  husband,  was  a  curator, 
1676-80,  to  their  son  James  (D.D.  23  ;  D.D.  6),  as  well  as  18  Nov.  1685,  to  their  younger 
children,  Patrick  or  Peter  and  Margaret  {ib.  16),  getting  ultimately  a  full  discharge  from 
James,  26  April  1687  (R.D.  216),  and  from  Patrick,  10  Feb.  1692  (D.D.  40).  So  again  he 
is  a  curator  to  his  sister  Helen's  son,  John  Dickson  of  Heartree,  8  June  1681  (R.A.D.  102), 
and  is  repeatedly  mentioned  in  regard  to  the  children  of  his  sister  Grissell,  whose  marriage 
contract  he  witnessed,  18  Dec.  1665  (S.W.  377-78)  ;  for  whom  he  was  attorney  in  the  ' 
sasine  thereon,  1  Jan.  1666  (F.S.  49) ;  and  for  a  bond  by  whose  husband,  discharged 
16  July  1681,  he  was  cautioner  in  1676  (D.D.  31).  He  witnesses,  7  Oct.  1687,  a  bond 
of  provision  by  Easter  Powrie1  to  his  younger  children  (S.W.  479),  and,  5  Aug.  1688,  is 
attorney  for  Johu,  the  eldest  son,  in  a  settlement  made  on  him  by  his  father  (D.P.B.  540), 

1  He  also  witnesses  a  bond  by  his    brother-in-law,  Kingennie,  and  his  father  to  John  Wedderburn  of 
Gosford,  20,  24  Aug.  1681  (S.W.  455) ;  and  one  to  Kingennie,  1  March  16S4  (R.D.  207). 

2  G 
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Part  ill.  on  whose  death  in  1692  he  was  one  of  the  "  tutors  testamentar  "  to  his  son  (S.VV.  496), 
Chap.  iv.  and  1S  often  so  named,  1G92— 1700  (S.W.  500-1,  515  ;  D.D.  42,  45  ;  D.Dec.  28,  35,  45  ; 
R.D.  236).  He  was  also,  19  Oct.  1693,  a  curator  to  his  only  surviving  daughter,  Rachel 
(D.Dec.  22),  who  seems  to  have  lived  with  him  in  Edinburgh  for  some  years  after  her  father's 
death  (S.W.  507).  With  the  affairs  of  his  sister  Cecilia,  whose  marriage  had  taken  her 
further  away,  he  had  less  to  do,1  but  he  was  chosen  a  curator  to  his  sister  Mathilda's  daughter, 
Barbara  Brisbane,  29  March  1696  (D.Dec.  22),  and  so  acted  18  June  1698  (R.A.D.  123). 
There  are  two  discharges  by  Mathilda  to  him,  one  (14  Nov.  1698)  of  a  bond  to  her  by  him 
and  their  father  (R.D.  242),  and  the  other  (27  May  1700)  of  a  bond  by  him  to  her  and 
her  children  (D.D.  54).  Facsimiles  of  his  signature  to  some  of  the  above  documents, 
viz.,  to  the  marriage  contracts  of  his  sister,  Grissell  (S.W.  377)  and  his  brother,  James 
(Bl.  18)  :  to  the  bond  of  provision  by  Easter  Powrie  (S.W.  479),  and  to  a  letter  by  his  niece, 
Rachel  {ib.  507),  will  be  found  opp.  pp.  56,  72  and  92  of  vol.  ii.  He  is  also  often  named, 
re  the  affairs  of  the  children  of  Andrew  Balfour,  who  had  married  his  daughter,  Margaret, 
being  a  curator  to  George  Balfour  in  1699  (D.B.R.  494;  D.Dec.  38),  and  also  a  tutor 
testamentar  to  Margaret  Balfour,  1700-4  R.D.  245,  253  ;  D.D.  62),  to  whom  he  granted 
a  bond,  7  Dec.  1704  (S.W.  556).  These  last  references,  however,  are  more  fully  dealt  with, 
post,  p.  236.'-  He  is  also  named  as  witness  or  godfather  at  various  baptisms,  in  Dundee, 
1657-1704,  and  at  Edinburgh,  1667-1701. 3  Several  other  references  to  him  in  regard  to 
one  or  two  transactions  and  in  connection  with  less  near  relatives  or  friends  are  collected 
below.4 

He  died  early  in  1706,  but  the  date  is  not  quite  fixed.5  Hitherto  his  death  has  been 
placed  in  the  year  1707,  but  this  is  clearly  wrong  by  about  a  year.  He  is  named  on 
several  occasions  in  1705,  e.g.,  9  Feb.,  when  he  grants  a  discharge  to  Sir  John  Swinton  of 
that  ilk  (R.D.  317a) ;  8  March,  gets  a  disposition  of  certain  chattels  from  one  John  Steill 
(D.D.  65)  ;  12  April,  is  named  as  tutor  of  his  grand-daughter,  Margaret  Balfour,  in  some 
legal  proceedings  against  the  Swintons  (S.W.  529)  ;  and  21  Nov.  1705,  when  he  is  again 
named  as  tutor  to  Margaret  Balfour,  in  proceedings  v.  the  Campbells  of  Calder.  He  was 
apparently  still  alive,6  1  Feb.  1706,  when  there  is  a  decreet  in  the  above  proceedings  v. 
the  Swintons,  in  which  he  is  named  (R.A.D.  130),  but  if  so,  died  between  then  and  the 
end  of  the  month,  as  on  28  Feb.  1706,  his  eldest  son  is  designed  Sir  Alexander  of 
Blackness,  in  the  negotiations  for  his  purchase  of  Logiefrom  the  Town  of  Dundee  (D.C.B.  - 
155).  Sir  Alexander  is  also  referred  to  as  his  father's  heir  and  executor,  3,  15  June  1706 
(D.D.  70-71),  and  there  are   some  later  references  to  him  in  that  capacity,  e.g.,  25  Nov. 

1  He  witnesses  her  marriage  contract,  Feb.  1676  (G.R.S.  44)  and  a  servitor  of  his  witnesses  a  sasine  in  her 
favour,  23  Oct.  1696  (G.R.S.  55). 

a  He  is  also  named  re  his  cousins  of  Gosford.  Thus,  he  witnesses  a  sasine  to  Agnes  Wedderburn,  Lady 
Pitcur,  8  Aug.  1674  (G.R.S.  43),  and  is  named  in  connection  with  the  affairs  of  her  brother,  John 
Wedderburn  of  Gosford.  in  a  bond  to  him  on  Gosford's  behalf,  4  July  16S4  (R.D.  209)  ;  in  a  com- 
mission to  him  by  Gosford  to  receive  certain  sums,  26  May  1685  (R.D.  210,  and  cp.  213);  while  he  and 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  brother  to  Gosford,  were  factors  for  Gosford  on  his  going  abroad,  for  the  last 
time,  14  Feb.  1688  (R.D.  218),  as  well  as  for  his  successor,  Peter  of  Gosford,  28  Sept.  in  the  same 
year  (ib.  224). 

3  He  so  acts  at  some  thirty-five  baptisms  in  Dundee,  e.g.,  at  those  of  John,  son  of  Easter  Powrie,  24  Jan. 

1665  (D.  B.  13)  ;  Mathilda,  Alexander.  Robert,  Mathilda,  Rachel,  and  Elizabeth,  children  of  his 
brother  James,  1674-5-7,  1683-4-5  (ib.  24,  26,  28,  37,  38,  41)  ;  John,  son  of  his  brother  Peter,  7  Feb. 
16S1  (ib.  34);  Mathilda,  daughter  of  his  brother  Alexander,  25  Aug.  1686  {ib.  40);  John  and 
Elizabeth,  children  of  his  sister  Grissell,  1667,  1669  {ib.  15,  19)  ;  and  John  (1702)  and  John  (1704), 
sons  of  his  nephew  Alexander,  the  clerk  {ib.  49,  53).  He  is  also  the  John  Wedderburn,  elder,  who 
witnesses  a  baptism,  7  Sept.  1702  {ib.  49  n).  At  Edinburgh  he  witnesses  the  baptisms  of  a  child  of 
Sir  George  Mackenzie,  24  Oct.  1667  (EdB.  n.  D  ;  of  James  (1683)  and  Rachel  (1685),  children  of  his 
brother  George  {ib.  13,  15),  and  of  Elizabeth  Eccles,  child  of  his  daughter  Margaret  {ib  27). 

4  Thus.  1  June  1664,  he  witnesses  the  marriage  contract  of  David  Lindsay,  fiar  of  Edzell  (F.S.  43);  is 

named  as  witness  with  his  father,  9  June  1666  (D.P.B.  498)  ;  witness  to  a  bond  by  his  brother-in-law, 
Kingennie,  7  Sept.  1672  (S.W.  417);  a  legatee  under  the  will  of  his  cousin.  Thomas  Haliburton, 
5  Oct.  1672  (DC.  77)  ;  witness  to  a  sasine  and  cognition  in  favour  of  Easter  Powrie  as  heir  of 
Alexander,  son  of  Robert  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  112),  11-12  Oct.  1676  (D.P.B.  525-26);  he  and  Easter 
Powrie  grant  a  discharge  of  an  annual-rent  due  to  them,  12  May  1677  (D.D.  24)  ;  1  June  1677,  he 
witnesses  a  bond  (ib.  25);  13  Jan.  1681,  is  named  as  mother's  kin  to  Janet,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Alexander  Milne  of  Muirtoun  (D.Dec.  8) ;  16  Nov.  1682,  is  cautioner  to  the  will  of  Easter  Powrie 
(S.A.T.  10) ;  and  23  June  1683,  is  curator  to  his  second  son,  Peter  (D.Dec.  13). 

6  I  do  not  know  if  his  death  and  burial  took  place  in  Edinburgh,  at  Blackness,  or  in  Dundee.  His  name 
occurs  in  the  unauthentic  inscription  on  the  Blackness  stone  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee,  but  does  not 
occur  in  the  Dundee  Mortcloth  Dues  of  the  period. 

6  There  is  a  document  signed  by  "  Alexander  Wedderburn,  Blackness,"  23  Nov.  1705,  which  looks  as  if  his 
son  had  then  succeeded  as  Blackness  (D.CB.  vi.,  514  orig.  MS.). 
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1709,  when  his  sister  Mathilda  discharges  him  of  a  bond  granted  her  by  their  father  Part  in. 
(R.D.  277),  while  both  he  and  his  successor,  who  did  not  long  survive  him,  continue  for  CnaP-  IV- 
some  years  to  be  named  in  connection  with  the  affairs  of  their  grandson  and  son,  the 
third  baronet  of  Blackness  (M.P.  55,  86«  ;  D.P.B.  581  ;  D.D.  104  ;  R.A.D.  142,  154-55). 
Sir  John  married  at  Edinburgh,  9  April  1667  (Bl  9  j  Ed.  M.  5),  after  contract  dated 
27  Feb.,  8  March  (D.Dec.  36  a),1  Rachel  Dunmuir,  daughter  of  Mr.  David  Dunmuir, 
advocate,2  whom  he  and  his  wife  discharged  of  5,000  merks,  presumably  all  or  part  of  her 
tocher,  10  Jan.  1676  (R.D.  187).  By  her,  who  died  before  29  Jan.  1695,3  when  she  is 
named  as  deceased  in  a  summons  for  production  of  writs  by  her  son  Alexander,  as  one  of 
the  heirs  portioners  of  her  father  (S.W.  502),  Sir  John  Wedderburn  had  issue  seven  sons 
and  four  daughters,  whose  births  and  baptisms  he  has  recorded  in  a  family  register  still 
extant  (Bl.  10).     The  sons  were, 

1.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  afterwards  second  baronet  of  Blackness.    See  post,  p.  238. 

2.  David  Wedderburn  [1674 — 1710],  born  1  Jan.  (Bl.  10)  and  baptized  at  Dundee, 

8  Jan.  1674  (D.B.  23),  and  named  as  a  witness  to  the  marriage  contract  of  his 
sister  Margaret,  20  June  1690  (Bl.  30).4  The  only  subsequent  references  to  him 
are  in  regard  to  two  bonds  granted  by  him  and  his  eldest  brother  in  1708  ;  the  one, 
16  Feb.,  to  Alexander  Kirkwood  for  one  thousand  merks  (S.W.  540  ;  R.D.  287  ; 
R.A.I).  155),5  and  the  other,  18-19  Feb.,  to  John  Scott  of  Malleny  for  four 
thousand  (R.A.D.  154  e  ;  M.P.  12).  In  every  reference  to  these  bonds  David  is 
styled  "  Major  in  Major-General  McCartney's  regiment  of  foot,"  which  was  engaged 
under  Prince  Eugene  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  at  the  siege  of  Douay,  where 
Wedderburn  fell,  7  May  1710,  in  repulsing  a  sortie  from  the  town.6  According  to 
Douglas'  Baronage  he  "  married  a  niece  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,''7  but  died, 
of  course,  s.p.,  as  is  shown  by  the  succession  of  his  cousin  Alexander  as  the  fourth 
baronet  in  1723.8     His  portrait  is  at  Meredith. 

3.  Peter  Wedderburn,  bom  25 

Aug.  (Bl.  10),  baptized  in  Dun- 
dee 2  Set>t.  1675  (D.B.  25). 

4.  James  Wedderburn,  born  2 

Jan.  (Bl.  10),  baptized  in  Dun- 
dee 7  Jan.  1679  (D.B.  31). 

5.  George  Wedderburn,      born 

26  March  (Bl.  10),  baptized  in 
Dundee  27  March  1681  (D.B. 
35). 

6.  John  Wedderburn,   born    10  Oct.   (Bl.  10),  baptized  in  Dundee   11   Oct.   1682 

(D.B,  36).     He  is  named  as  "  John  Wedderburn,  younger,   of  Blackness'    when 

1  In  the  entry  of  his  marriage  in  his  father's  register  (Bl.  9)  the  month  looks  like  Ag',  but  that  it  is  Ap1 

is  clear  from  the  entry  in  the  Edinburgh  parish  register  (Ed.M.  5). 

2  The  name  Dunmuir  (Dunmure,  Dunmuir.  Denmuir,  Dinmuir,  Dynmuir)  often  occurs  in  the  Dundee 

records,  and  we  have  seen  (ante,  p.  126)  that  it  was  from  a  David  Dunmuir  that  Alexander  Wedder- 
burn bought  part  of  Wester  Gourdie  in  1591.  Rachel  Dunmuir's  mother  was  sister  to  the  King's 
Advocate,  Sir  Thomas  Nicolson  of  Garnock,  named  as  "  my  wife's  uncle  "  in  Sir  John's  entry  of  the 
baptism  of  his  youngest  son  (Bl.  10),  to  whom  Sir  Thomas  was  name-father.  Her  father  is  later  on, 
24  Oct.  1694  designed,  "  of  Curriehill  "  (R.D.  235). 

3  I  have  thus  been  in  error  in  supposing  an  entry  in  the  Dundee  Mortcloth  Dues  (D.M.D.  28)  recording  the 

burial.  1698-99,  of  "  Mrs.  Wedderburn"  to  refer  to  her. 

4  He  may  be  the  David  who  matriculated  at   S.  Andrew's  in  1693  (S.A.R.  37),  though  he   was   then 

somewhat  old  to  enter,  and  the  reference  may,  perhaps  more  probably,  be  to  David,  natural  son  of 
John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  who  was  born  in  1679  (Ab.  B.  3l.     See  post,  Part  IV.,  chap.  i. 

5  These  references  do  not  quite  tally,  as  in  R.D.  287  the  sum  is  put  at  2,000  merks,  and  in  R.A.D.  155 

the  date  given  is  Feb.  6. 

6  So  say  Douglas  and  J.W.,  who  in  his  MS.  refers  to  Du  Bosc's  Military  History,  Vol,  II.,  p.  134,  though 

I  find  no  mention  of  Major  Wedderburn  there. 

7  k'  Her  name  (says  J.W.  in  his  MS.)   is  not  mentioned,   and  no  access  has  been  allowed  to  Sir  David 

Wedderburn's  papers,  where  the  difficulty  might,  perhaps  have  been  solved"  The  Wackuess  Papers, 
however,  which  were  presumably  all  Sir  David  had,  give  no  information  as  to  the  Major's  marriage, 
so  that  the  statement  remains  without  authority.  According  to  Burke,  the  Duke  had  three 
brothers,  of  whom  two  died  unm.  or  s.p.,  while  of  the  third,  Theobald,  b,  1662-63,  no  account  is 
given.  He  had  also  a  sister,  Arabella,  who  m.  twice  and  had  three  daughters,  of  whom  one  m.  Lord 
Falmouth,  another  Lord  Waldegrave,  while,  again,  of  the  third  no  account  is  given. 
"  That  he  died  s.p.  is  further  shown  by  the  pedigree  recorded  at  the  Herald's  College  London,  by  Sir 
David  Wedderburn  when  created  a  baronet  in  1803. 


In  the  Dundee  Mortcloth  Dues  (D.M.D.  10,  12, 
14)  are  three  entries  of  the  use  of  the  small 
mortcloth,  1680-81,  1681-82,  1682-83,  for  the 
children  of  Blackness.  These,  no  doubt,  refer 
to  these  sons,  though  it  cannot  be  determined 
in  what  order  their  deaths  occurred. 
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Part  in.  witness  to  a  baptism,  1  June  1693  (D.B.  orig.  record,  s.d.),  and  as  "  John  Wedder- 

Chap.  iv.  burn,  younger,"  when  again  a  witness,  7  Sept.   1702   (D.B.  49  m.).     He  also  died 

young. 
7.  Thomas  Wedderburn,  born  at  Edinburgh  15-16  April  1688  (Bl.  10),  and  there 
baptized  16  April  (Ed.B.  17).     He  died  1697-98,  as  an  entry  of  "  Blackness'  child  " 
in  the  Dundee  Mortcloth  Dues  at  this  date,  no  doubt,  refers  to  him  (D.M.D.  27). 
The  daughters  were, 

1.  Mathilda  Wedderburn,  born  4  Aug.  (Bl.  10),  and  baptized  in  Dundee  12  August 

1668  (D.B.  17).  She  died  before  31  March  1677,  when  her  parents  christened 
another  daughter  by  the  same  name. 

2.  Margaret  "Wedderburn,1   born  4  Dec.  (Bl.  10),  baptized  in  Dundee  14  Dec.  1670 

(D.B.  20).  She  married  twice,  (i.)  at  Edinburgh,  10  July  1690,  Andrew  Balfour, 
W.S.  (Ed.M.  12),2the  marriage  contract  being  dated  20  June,  and  designing  her 
"  eldest  (surviving)  daughter  "  of  her  father  (Bl.  30).  Her  tocher  was  five  thousand 
merks,  and  her  husband  settled  twenty-five  thousand.  She  is  named  as  a  witness 
to  the  baptism  at  Dundee  of  Margaret,  daughter  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and 
Christian  Kinloch,  29  Oct.  1 690  (D.B.  44),  but  lived  chiefly  in  Edinburgh,  where 
her  first  child,  John  Balfour,  was  born  and  baptized  17  Sept.  1691  (Ed.B.  21). 
Andrew  Balfour  died  between  19  Nov.  1697,  when  he  is  one  of  the  grantees  of  a 
bond  (S.W.  556),  and  14  Jan.  1699,  when  he  is  named  as  deceased  in  an  action  by 
his  son,  George  (D.B  R.  494).  By  him  Margaret  Wedderburn  had  issue  the  son, 
John,  just  mentioned,  and  three  daughters,  Rachel,  Elizabeth,  and  Margaret, 
named  in  a  bond  (Nov.  1697)  to  them  and  their  parents  by  their  grandfather,  Black- 
ness (S.W.  556  ;  R.A.D.  155),  but,  in  Aug  1700,  only  the  youngest  daughter, 
Margaret  Balfour,  survived,  and  was  her  father's  heir.3  She  married  (a)  Henry 
Eccles,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  son  to  her  mother's  second  husband  by  his  first  wife  ; 
their  marriage  contract  being  dated  13  Jan.  1713  (Bl.  31),  and  (b)  at  Edinburgh, 
9  Jan.  1716,  her  mother's  first  cousin,  Dr.  John  Wedderburn,  physician  in  Dundee 
(post,  chap.  vi. ),  their  postnuptial  marriage  contract  being  dated  19  Feb.  1720  (B1.31 ). 
She  is  named  as  his  wife,  and  as  heir  to  her  half-brother,  George  Balfour,  and  her 
father,  8,  20  June  1727  (D.P.B.  577  ;  D.D.  99),  and  died  s.p.4  at  Dundee,  where 
she  was  buried  in  the  Howff,  1764-65  (D.M.D.  59). 

Margaret  Wedderburn  married  (ii.)  at  Edinburgh,  30  June  1700  (Ed.M.. 15), 
Dr.  William  Eccles,  M.D.  in  Edinburgh,  by  whom  she  had  a  daughter  Elizabeth, 
born  and  baptized  in  Edinburgh,  9  June  1701,  and  perhaps  other  issue  (Ed.B.  27). 5 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  529,  556  ;  Bl.  10,  30,  31  ;  M.P.  12,  32,  63,  71  ;  D.P.B.  541,  577;  D.B.ll. 
494  ;  D.D.  62.  99  ;  D.Dec.  38,  47  ;  G.S.R.  134  ;  G.R.S.  59  ;  R.D.  245,  253,  260  ;  RAD.  129-30, 
133,  155  ;  D.B.  20,  44  ;  Ed.M.  12,  15,  21,  27. 

"  Andrew  Balfour  was  admitted  a  writer  to  the  signet  3  Nov.  1686  (ffist.  Soc.  Writers  to  the  Signet). 
Margaret  Wedderburn  was  his  second  wife,  as  he  had  married  first  Elizabeth,  daughter  to  George 
Bayue  or  Bains  of  Edinburgh,  by  whom  he  had  a  son,  George,  and  perhaps  other  issue.  George 
Balfour  is  named,  30  Oct.  16S8,  as  elded  sou  of  his  father  and  Elizabeth  Bains  (D.P.B.  541),  and  was 
living  14,  21  Jan.  1699,  when  he  was  under  curators,  of  whom  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness  was 
one  (D.B.R.  494  ;  D.  Dec.  38),  but  he  and  any  brothers  or  half-brothers  of  his  must  have  died  before 
13  Dec.  1700,  when  Margaret  Balfour  gets  a  decree  as  her  father's  heir  (D.Dec.  47)  ;  and  he  is  again 
mentioned  as  deceased  in  an  obligation  of  June  1704  (R.D.  260). 

3  Margaret  Balfour  is  also  named  as  heir  retoured  to  her  father,  22  March  1704  (D.D.  62),  and  as  the  only 

child  on  life  of  her  parents,  when  her  mother  and  she,  with  the  consent  of  her  curators  (among  whom 
was  her  grandfather  Blackness,  and  on  his  death  his  son  Alexander),  grant  a  discharge  (R.D  245). 
She  is  again  named,  20  Feb.,  23  July  1702,  in  a  discharge  by  her  tutors  testamentar  (ib.  253),  who 
grant  a  factory  to  Alexander  Wedderburn,  the  clerk,  15  March  1704,  when  it  is  stated  that  she  is 
heir  retoured  to  her  half-brother  George  (D.D.  62).  That  she  was  her  father's  only  surviving  child  is 
further  shown  by  an  obligation  by  her  mother,  29  June,  5  July  1704,  to  pay  two  thousand  merks  to 
George  McMaskell,  son  of  Andrew  Balfour's  sister  Margaret,  and  thus  "  apparent  heir  to  Margaret 
Balfour,  his  only  child,  and  should  she  die,  heir  to  her  late  brother,  George  Balfour"  (R.D.  260). 
Other  references  to  her  as  her  father's  only  child  on  life  occur  12  April,  21  Nov.  1705,  1  Feb.  1706, 
in  regard  to  litigation  with  the  Campbells'  of  Calder,  and  Swintons  of  that  ilk,  of  whose  barony  she 
and  her  mother  got  sasine  on  adjudication,  6  June  1706  (S.W.  529  ;  G.R.S.  59  ;  R.A.D.  129-30).  She 
is  named  again,  as  still  under  tutors,  20  Nov.  1707  (R.A.D.  133).  Her  portrait  and  that  of  her  second 
husband  are  at  Meredith. 

4  That  she  had  no  issue  by  either  marriage  is  shown   by   the   fact  that  her  first  husband's  heir  was 

his  brother,  Dr.  James  Eccles  (Bl.  31  ;  D.D.  99),  while  the  heir  of  Dr.  John  Wedderburn  was  his 
great  nephew,  Sir  John  (post,  chaps,  vii,,  viii.). 

5  Douglas,   in  his    Baronage,  says   that  Margaret  Wedderburn  "  married   secondly  Dr  William   Eccles, 

physician,  Ediuburgh,  by  whom  she  had  one  sou,  Martin  Eccles,  doctor  of  medicine,  and  one 
daughter,  Rachel,  married  to  Mr.  Thomas  Kyd,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  and  had  issue."     J.W.,  in 
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She  is  often  named  in  connection  with  the  affairs  of  her  daughter,  Margaret  Balfour,  Part  in. 
as  "relict  of  Andrew  Balfour  and  now  spouse  of  Dr. William Eccles"  (S.W.529;  G.R.S.  uhap- IV" 
59  ;  R.D.  245,  253,  260,  556) 

She  is  also  named  in  a  bond  to  her  by  her  father  and  eldest  brother,  7  Dec. 
1701  (S.W.  556)  ;  as  a  substitute  in  the  entail  of  Blackness  by  her  brother  Sir 
Alexander,  24  Feb.  1707  (G.S.R.  134);  and  in  another  bond  by  him  to  her 
and  her  husband,  19  Feb.  1708  (M.P.  12).  She  is  named  in  the  Mounie  Papers, 
4  Jan.  1711,  as  having  in  her  keeping-a  "picture  case"  belonging  to  her  nephew. 
Sir  John  (ib.  32),  and  as  taking  an  interest  in  his  education,  22  Aug.  1712 
(ib.  63).  There  is  a  letter,  24  Oct.  1713,  in  which  it  is  said  that  "  Dr.  Eccles  was 
desiring  his  Ladie's  age."  so  that  she  was  perhaps  alive  at  that  date,  although  more 
probably  she  had  lately  died  and  her  age  was  required  for  an  inscription  on  her 
tomb.  She  was  certainly  dead  some  time  before  28  March  1714,  when  Dr.  Eccles 
married  again,1  at  Edinburgh,  Dame  Euphame  Murray,  relict  of  Sir  Walter  Seton, 
Bart.  (Ed.M.  15). 
3.  Mathilda  Wedderbum,  born  31  March  (Bl.  10)  and  baptized,  in  Dundee,  11  April 
1677  (D.B.  27).  She  is  named  as  her  brother's  "youngest  sister"  in  his  entail  of 
Blackness,  24  Feb.  1707,  in  which  she  is  one  of  the  substitutes  (G.S.B.  134),  and, 
25  Nov.  1709,  when  she  discharged  her  brother  of  a  bond  of  provision  granted  her 
by  him  and  her  father,  4  March  1704  (R.D.  277).  She  married  at  Edinburgh, 
4  Feb.  1711,  David  Campbell,  younger,  eldest  son  of  David  Campbell,  elder, 
of  Kethick,  in  Coupar  of  Angus  (Ed.M.  20),  and  is  named  with  him  9  May 
1720,  in  a  sasine  to  him  and  her  of  an  annuity  "  f urth  of  Kethick,  Craighead,  and 
Kemphill  "  (G.R.S.  64).  There  is  a  bond  by  his  father  to  Alexander  Wedderbum, 
shipmaster,  in  Dundee  (ante,  p.  226),  dated  9  Aug.  1716  (R.D.  325),  and  two  others 
by  both  father  and  son,  10  Aug.  1720,  to  Alexander  Wedderbum,  sheriff  clerk  of 
Forfar  (post,  chap,  vi.),  and,  29  Sept.  1720,  to  the  tutors  of  David  Wedderburn  of 
that  ilk  (R.D.  319-20).  The  estate  of  Kethick  got  into  difficulties,  and  the  Campbells 
had  to  assign  it  for  the  benefit  of  their  creditors,  one  of  the  trustees  for  whom 


Pedigree  showing  descent  from  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  first  baronet  of  Blackness,  16^.1 — 1723. 
Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  created=p  Rachel  Dumnuir,  dau.  of  David 


a  baronet  1704,  with  remainder  to  his  heirs 
male,  b.  1641,  d.  1706. 


Dunmuir,  advocate,  m.  1667,  d. 
before  1695. 
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his  grandfather's  brother,  James.  d.  unm.  1771-77, 

See  post,  p.  244. 


3.  Elizabeth,   b. 
1702,  d.  1707-8. 

4.  Matilda,  b.  1703, 
d.  1718. 


his  MS.,  describes  Dr.  Eccles  as  "William  Eccles  of  Eccles  and  Kildonan,"  and  says  they  had  "a 
daughter  Rachel  and  several  other  children.  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  these 
statements.  Thomas  Kyd  was  a  son  of  James  Kyd  of  Craigie,  eldest  son  of  William  Kyd  of 
Woodhill  and  Jean  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  213)  so  that  he  and  his  wife  were  second  cousins.  He  was  a 
merchant  in  Edinburgh,  and  seems  to  have  rendered  pecuniary  help  to  Sir  John  Wedderburn  in  the  '45. 
I  have  a  note  that  he  was  horn  in  1697  and  he  died  at  Elie  23  Sept.  1777  {Scots  May.),  having  had 
issue  three  daughters,  Agnes,  Matilda,  and  Margaret  (ib.). 
1  For  the  third  time,  as  we  have  seen  that  Margaret  Wedderburn  was  his  second  wife,  his  son  by  his  first 
marriage  marrying,  in  1713,  her  daughter  by  her  first  marriage. 
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Part  in.  was  Dr.  John  Wedderburn  in  Dundee,  while  Mathilda  Wedderburn,  15  May,  6  July 

ap'  1 738,  had  to  renounce  her  life-rent  charge  on  both  it  and  on  the  lands  of  Balbogie 

(G.R.S.  68-69).  I  have  not  ascertained  what  issue  there  was  of  this  marriage,  but 
Douglas  gives  a  son,  Dr.  David  Campbell,  now  (i.e.,  at  the  date  of  the  Baronage, 
1798)  chaplain  to  Greenwich  Hospital,  and  there  may  have  been  other  issue. 
4.  Jean  "Wedderburn,  born  and  baptized  at  Dundee  16  Feb.  1685  (Bl.  10  ;  D.B.  39), 
but  died  and  was  buried  in  Dundee  between  Michaelmas  1685  and  Michaelmas 
1686,  when  the  Mortcloth  Dues  record  the  use  of  the  small  cloth  at  the  order  of 
her  father,  Blackness  (D.M.D.  17).  Thus,  in  her  brother's  entail  of  1707,  her 
sister  Mathilda  is  named,  as  we  have  seen,  as  his  youngest  sister. 

Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn1  [1672 — 1710],  second  baronet  of  Blackness,  eldest 
son  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  and  Rachel  Dunmuir,  was  born  and  baptized 
in  Dundee,  7  April  1672  (Bl.  10  ;  D.B.  22).  He  is  first  named,  11  April  1677,  30  Nov. 
1678,  when  he  is  a  witness,  although  but  a  child  of  five  or  six,  to  the  baptisms  of  his  sister, 
Mathilda,  and  his  cousin,  Alexander,  son  of  his  uncle  Peter  (D.B.  27,  30),  and  it  is  he, 
perhaps,  who  witnesses  and  signs  the  marriage  contract  of  his  aunt  Helen  Wedderburn 
and  Thomas  Miln  of  Muirtown  (Bl.  16  a.  and  see  facsimile  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  97). 2  He 
matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1686  (S.A.R.  35),  but  took  no  degree.  He  is  then  not 
named  until  his  marriage,  which  took  place  in  June  1693,  shortly  after  he  came  of  age  (see 
below).  Soon  after  this3  his  father  settled  on  him  and  his  wife  the  manor  place  of 
Blackness,  and  an  annual  rent  of  two  thousand  merks,  charged  on  the  barony,  of  which 
he  got  sasine,  1 2  March  1 697  (G.R.S.  56),  and  two  years  later  the  whole  barony  was  entailed 
on  him  and  his  heirs,  by  charter  under  the  great  seal,  13  Sept.  1699  (G.S.R.  131),  on 
which  sasine  followed,  23  Dec.  (G  R.S.  57).4  He  was  admitted  "  clerk  to  the  bills  on  a 
commission  frae  the  Earle  of  Selkirke,  Register,  and  his  father's  demission  to  half  the 
office,"  5  Nov.  1701,5  and  is  thus  so  designed  in  various  bonds1'  by  and  to  him,  1703-8 ;  in 
a  disposition  to  him,  20  Oct.  1707,  of  the  "  Parson's  Acres."  Dundee  (D.D.  114),  and  a 
sasine  in  his  favour  of  an  annual  rent  out  of  Kinnaird,  8  May  1708  (F.S.  83).  He  was 
never  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  Dundee,  which  is  singular,  but  23  May  1709,  not  long 
before  his  death,  received  that  of  Perth  (Bl.  77,  5).  In  1704,  May  1,  8,  he  took  a  tack  of 
a  lodging  in  Trotter's  close,  Edinburgh  (R.D.  305),  where  he  may  have  lived  for  a  time, 
his  official  duties  probably  increasing  as  his  father  grew  old.  He  also  got  sasine  of  some 
lands  near  the  west  port  of  Dundee,  28  Sept.  1704  (D.P.B.  557),"  and  on  his  father's  death 
bought  from  the  town  the  estate  of  Logie  for  17,500  merks.  The  disposition  is  agreed  on  and 
signed  28  Feb.,  21  March  1706,  and  sasine  registered  on  20  June  in  that  year  (F.S.  80)  ;. 
and  on  24  Feb.  1707  there  is  a  great,  seal  charter8  entailing  Blackness  and  Logie9  on  his 
sons,  John  and  Alexander,  his  daughters  (whom  failing,  on  his  two  sisters,  Margaret  and 
Mathilda),  and  with  a  clause  compelling  the  adoption  by  the  successor  of  the  name  and  arms 
of  the  house  and  family  of  Blackness  (G.S.R.  134),  sasine  on  which  charter  to  him  and  his 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  502,  529,  540,  556  ;  Bl.  frontispiece,  10,  16a,  77(5)  ;  M.P.  2-4,  11-13,  19, 

55,  67,  86a;  J.W.  63  ;  S.A.R.  35  ;  D.P.B.  557,  559-60,  581;  D  C.B.  149,  155.  161-63;  D.D.  62,  6Sr 
70,  71,  77-79,  82,  104,  114;  D.Dec.  36,  41,  65-67,  77  ;  D.M.D.  39  ;  G.S.R.  131,  134.  136;  R.H.  30: 
G.R.S.  56,  57,  61 ;  F.S.  80,  83,  84,  93,  96  ;  R.D.  235,  25S,  266,  272,  277,  281,  283-84.  287-8S,  297, 
305,  315,  317i,  426  ;  R.A.D.  129-30,  133,  141,  143-45,  154-56  ;  EAT.  8  ;  D.B.  22  27,  30,  48,  50,  52, 
54,  56,  60  ;  Ed-M.  14  ;  Ed.B.  27. 

2  I  have  said  that  there  is  no  doubt  this  is  so  in  a  note  to  the  document  (Rl.  16a),  but  he  was  very  young 

to  sign.  He  might  have  done  so,  however,  "  led  by  the  notary."  The  signature  may  be  that  of  his 
uncle  Alexander,  to  whose  signature  (S.W.  443,  opp.  p.  56,  vol.  ii. )  it  bears  some  resemblance,  although 
he  there  signs  his  name  in  full,  not  with  the  initial  only. 

3  Meanwhile,  24  Jan,  1695,  he,  son  of  the  late  Rachel  Dunmuir,  eldest  daughter  and  an  heir  portioner  of 

the  late  Mr.  David  Dunmuir,  sues  Mr.  John  Kinloch  for  production  of  evidents  (S.W.  502). 

4  Dargo,  formerly  part  of  the  barony,  was  sold,  12  Sept.  1698,  by  him  and  his  father  to  Miln  of  Milnfield. 
0  Notes  of  Scot's  Affairs  1680—1701,  by  Sir  W.  Lauder  of  Fountainhall,  p.  291,  Edin.  1822,  4to. 

(l  These  are,  12  Feb.  1703,  bond  by  him,  "younger  of  Blackness,  one  of  the  principal  clerks  to  the  bills," 
to  Robert  Dallas  (R.D.  288) ;  31  July  1703,  bond  to  hiin,  "conjunct  clerk  of  the  bills"  (ib.  317  4)  ; 
11  Nov.  1706,  bond  by  liim,  "  one  of  the  principal  clerks,"  to  Alexander  Gordon  of  Pitlurg  (ib.  272)  ; 
19  Feb..  10  Dec.  1708,  two  bonds  by  him,  "  baronet,  clerk  to  the  bills  "  {ib.  283)  ;  3  April  1708,  bond 
to  him,  "  baronet,  clerk  to  the  bills,"  by  James,  Earl  of  Southesk,  for  12,000  merks  (ib.  297). 

'•  The  late  Mr.  A.  C.  Lamb  had  the  original  of  this  sasine,  attested  by  Alexander  Wedderburn,  "  clericus 
Breehineusis,  N. P."  and  clerk  of  Dundee,  with  his  symbol  and  the  motto  "Sit  Deo  Gloria "  (post, chap.vi.) 

s  An  extract  copy  of  this,  on  parchment,  was  in  possession  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  C.  Lamb  of  Dundee. 

9  He  granted  factories  to  his  cousin,  the  clerk,  to  uplift  the  rents  of  both  estates,  24  April  1706,  11  Nov. 
1707  (D.D.  68  n). 
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■son,  John,  followed,  30  May  (G.R.S.  61).  He  also  got  sasine,  20  Oct.  1707,  of  the  Parson's  Part  in. 
Acres,  Dundee  (D.D.  114);  and  in  1708  acquired,  18  Sept.,  some  acres  in  the  Westfield  Cbap-  IV" 
and  an  annual  rent  (D.P.B.  559);  20  Sept.  a  South  Nethergait  land  (F.S.  84);  and 
28  Dec.  two  lands  in  South  Flukergait  (D.P.B.  560).  In  1709  (June  7-21)  he  took  a 
tack  of  the  muck  of  the  town,  and  there  is  a  letter  from  him,  11  June,  to  his  cousin, 
the  clerk,  authorizing  him  to  sign  the  tack  in  his  name  (D.C.B.  162;  D.D.  77).  Other 
dealing's  between  him  and  the  burgh  of  Dundee  were  in  regard  to  a  bond  by  the  town  to 
him  for  3.000  merks,  1-5  Feb.  1704  (D.C.B.  149;  R.D.  266),  and,  chiefly,  the  continuation 
of  the  differences  between  them  and  his  father  anent  the  Magdalen  yard,  14  June  1709 
(D.C.B.  163).  About  a  year  before  his  death,  too,  he  asked  the  Council  to  grant  him  a 
family  burial  place  in  the  Cross  church,  and  obtained  one  "  fourteen  feet  from  the  west 
window  with  power  to  pave  the  ground,  and  set  up  a  lifting  rail."  For  this  he  is  to  pay 
fifty  merks  for  each  burial,  and  if  at  any  time  hereafter  there  be  Divine  service  in  the 
church  he  and  his  heirs  are  also  bound  to  build  a  seat  on  the  spot  (D.C.B.  161). 

He  is  named  with  his  father  in  1704  as  granting  bonds  to  his  sister  Margaret,  wife  of 
Dr.  William  Eccles,  and  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  his  uncle  James,  the  clerk  (S.W.  556  ; 
R.A.D.  154  b),  and  also  as  one  of  the  tutors  testamentar  to  his  niece,  Margaret  Balfour 
(ante,  p.  236)  1704-8  (S.W.  529;  M.P.  12;  D.D.  62;  R.AD.  129-30.  133).  There  is 
a  discharge  to  him  by  John  Paterson  of  Craigie,  3  July  1706  (D.D.  70);  a  "ticket"  to 
him  by  RachelAVedderburn,  wife  of  Gilbert  Stewart  (ante,  p.  161),  4  June  1706  (M.P.  12) ; 
a  discharge,  15  June,  by  her  brother,  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk  (D.D.  71);  and  a  bond  by 
him  to  his  cousin,  Robert,  the  mariner  (post,  p.  248),  26  June  1707  (S.W.  556),  while  two 
other  bonds  by  him  and  his  brother  David,  16,  18-19  Feb.  1708,  are  repeatedly  referred 
to  (S.W.  540  ;  M.P.  12  ;  R.D.  287  ;  R.A.D.  154  e).1 

He  died  early  in  January  1710.  On  2  Jan.  he  had  charged  his  estates  of  Blackness 
with  his  debts  (D.D.  79),  and  on  the  following  day  had  disponed  all  his  moveable  effects 
to  his  children  in  order  (M.P.  12  ;  D.D.  82),  and  also  nominated  tutors  to  them  (D.D.  78). 
Probably  he  died  immediately  afterwards,  as  by  19  Jan.  his  son's  tutors  were  discussing  the 
possibility  of  letting  the  house  of  Blackness  to  Collector  Bethune  (M.P.  6),  He  was 
buried  in  Dundee  (D.M.D.  39),  but  whether  intheHowffor  the  Cross  Church  is  not 
clear.  There  is  a  good  portrait  of  him  by  Kneller  at  Meredith,  a  reproduction  of  which 
is  given  opposite.2  I  do  not  find  that  he  left  any  will,  but  his  heir  was  of  course  his 
eldest  son,  John,  who  was  so  retoured,  11  Aug.  1712  (D.Dec.  67).  The  estate  turned  out  to 
be  much  involved  in  debt,  with  the  payment  of  which,  as  well  as  with  the  education  and 
maintenance  of  his  children,  the  tutors  had  to  deal.  The  Mounie  Papers  (vol.  ii,  pp.  115- 
140),  consisting  chiefly  of  letters  from  Alexander  Wedderburn,  the  clerk,  in  Dundee,  to 
one  of  his  colleagues,  George  Seton  of  Mounie,  in  Edinburgh,  show  the  difficulties  with 
which  they  had  to  contend,  and  contended  until  1718.  Among  the  same  collection  of 
documents  are  a  judicial  inventory  (M.P.  12)  of  the  means  and  estate  of  Sir  Alexander, 
including  the  lands  of  Blackness,  Logie,  and  Omachie  (which  he  had  also  acquired),  and 
the  house  in  the  Nethergait ;  a  list  of  bonds  and  debts  due  to  him ;  the  money  lying  by 
him  at  his  death  "  ffiftie  two  guineas  gold  qrof  two  suspected  to  be  badd,"  and  other 
coin ;  various  articles  of  jewellery,  some  set  aside  for  each  daughter ;  a  large  silver-gilt 
crucifix,  &c,  &c.8     There  is  also  (M.P.   12)  a  printed  catalogue  of  the  Blackness  Library, 

1  See  also  13  Jan.  1700  decree  for  him  (D.Dec.  41)  ;  5  April  1704,  bond  to  him  (R.D.  258) ;  10  Sept.  17C8, 

bond  by  him  (R.D.  281) ;  28  Jan.  1709,  bond  by  him  to  Peter  Wedderburn,  ante,  p.  154  (S.W.  556  ; 
E.A.D.  154/) ;  20  Oct.  bond  to  Alexander  Wedderburn,  bailie,  ante,  p.  226  (ib.  154.9);  aud  14  Nov., 
bond  by  him  (ib.  284) ;  25  Nov.  discharge  to  him  by  his  sister  Mathilda  of  a  (1704)  bond  of  provision 
(R.D.  277).  He  is  also  mentioned  as  a  witness  to  the  baptism,  at  Edinburgh,  of  his  niece,  Elizabeth 
Eccles,  9  June  1701  (Ed.B.  27),  and  to  those  at  Dundee  of  two  of  the  sons  of  Alexander,  the  clerk, 
26  April  1703  and  27  Feb.  1709  (D.B.  50,  60),  and  of  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Alexander  Wedderburn 
and  Grissell  Watson  10  Feb.  1705  (ib.  54). 

2  There  is  another  picture  at  Meredith  of  a  lady  "  unknown,"  which  may  be  that  of  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Seton, 

as  in  the  opinion  of  Major  Seton  of  Mounie,  co.  Aberdeen,  it  bears  a  strong  likeness  to  another  portrait 
which  is  known  to  be  that  of  her  half-sister,  and  that  there  were  portraits  of  both  Sir  Alexander  and  his 
wife,  "in  large  and  in  little,"  is  clear  (D.Dec.  80).  Modern  copies  -of  both  the  above  portraits  are  in 
my  possession. 

3  There  is  a  list  of  pictures  brought  from  Blackness.     These  include  "  from  the  outter  roume  ffour  picturs 

qrof  three  in  colour  and  one  in  stamped  leather,"  etc ,  etc.  The  "  three  in  colours  "  may  have  been 
family  portraits,  as  there  certainly  were  some,  e.g.,  those  just  mentioned  of  Sir  Alexander  himself 
and  his  wife,  and  others  now  in  the  possession  of  Sir  William  Wedderburn.  Some  pictures  seem  to 
have  remained  at  Blackness,  as,  when  there  was  talk  of  Collector  Bethune  taking  it  (M.P.  6),  it  was 
proposed  that  he  should  allow  the  pictures  to  stay  there. 
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Part  in.  whioh  was  at  once  sold  by  auction  at  Dundee,  20  March  1710.  The  Mounie  copy  of  the 
ap'  '  catalogue  gives  the  price  each  book  fetched  and  the  name  of  the  purchaser,  as  I  have 
shown  at  some  length  in  vol.  ii.  (pp.  121-123).  Sir  Alexander  seems  to  have  had  a  taste 
for  books,  as  there  is  extant  a  receipt  by  one  Ogston,  an  Edinburgh  bookseller,  for 
£452.  3.  0.  for  books  supplied  1708-9  (M.P.  2),  and  after  his  death  the  same  bookseller 
got  two  decreets,  17  Feb.  1711,  1  Feb.  1712,  against  his  son,  for  £264.  12.  0.  and  £147 
for  books  bought  by  his  father  (RA.D.  141,  144),  who  is  also  named  among  the  sub- 
scribers to  Patrick  Abercrombie's  "  Martial  Achievement*."1  The  total  sum  realized  by 
the  sale  of  his  library  was  £3,553.  6.  4.  (scots).  This  can  have  gone  but  a  little  way  only  in 
discharge  of  the  debts,  of  which  the  Mounie  Papers  contain  several  accounts  and  lists 
(M.P.  3-5,  11,  67,  86a).  In  one  letter,  6  March  1710,  the  clerk  writes  that  it  will  take 
more  than  £1,000  stg.  to  pay  the  tradesmen's  accounts  "  if  way  be  given  to  all  "  (ib.  10). 
and  the  total  sum  due  by  Sir  Alexander's  estate  at  Candlemas  (Feb.  2)  was  reckoned  at 
£65,764.  17.  0.  (ib.  11).  Claims  kept  coming  in,  and  throughout  1710  there  are 
numerous  decreets  against  young  Sir  John,  as  heir  to  his  father  ( i  >.Dec.  65),  one  in 
favour  of  Patrick  Christy,  barber  in  Dundee  "  for  £32,  resting  of  £36  libelled,"  owing 
by  Sir  Alexander  to  Christy  "  for  sheaving  his  head  and  beard  thrice  a  week  and  pouthering 
his  weig  every  day  during  his  aboad  in  Dundee  in  the  year  1709"  (ib.  66).  There  is 
another  such  decreet,  28  Feb.  1711,  for  Alexander  Alison,  W.S.  (of  Hirkhill)2  for  the 
return  of  the  books  lent  by  him  to  Sir  Alexander,  5  Jan  1703,  and  for  a  large  silver  watch 
lent  him  at  Leith  in  April  1708  (M.P.  39  ;  RA.D.  143) ;  and  Sir  John  had  also  to  give  up 
some  premises  in  Leith  and  in  Edinburgh,  26  Feb.,  6  March  1712  (M.P.  55  ;  R.A.D.  145). 
It  was  also  alleged  that  Sir  Alexander  had  been  the  victim  of  two  dishonest  servants, 
John  Pilmor,  wreater  in  Dundee,  who  had  been  his  servitor,  and  Rachael  Pittillo  (Patullo), 
his  housekeeper.  Pilmor  was  said  to  have  embezzled  nearly  £10,000  scots,  and  to  have 
stolen  clothes  ''  fine  wollen  shirts,  musline  cravats,  a  fine  sword  &o.,"  to  the  value  of 
another  £500,  while  the  claim  against  Pittillo  was  that  at  the  baronet's  death  she  had 
made  off  with  house  linen  and  provisions  to  the  value  of  £600  (M.P.  7,  10,  19).  The 
tutors  found  it  immediately  necessary  to  realize  part  of  the  estate.  The  Nethergait 
property  and  the  lands  in  Omachie,  a  share  in  "  Mr.  Jaffray's  ship,"  the  "  diamond  cross," 
and  "  the  chair  with  the  satine  in  Blackness' chamber "  (ib.  8,  10,  15)  had  to  follow  the 
library.  The  cross  fetched  £240  (ib.  25)  and  the  ship  £150  [ib.)  in  Sept.  1710  ;  and  in 
May-Nov.  1712,  Omachie  was  sold  for  19,900  merks,  and  the  lodging  in  the  Nethergait, 
"  consisting  of  kitching,  brewhouse,  seven  fire  rooms  and  two  closets,  all  well  lighted  to 
every  airth,  with  cellars,  &c,"  for  2,800  merks  (ib.  56,  59  ;  F.S.  96).  But  these  sales 
only  served  to  postpone  difficulties,  for  meanwhile  interest  kept  mounting  up,  and  the  pupils 
had  to  be  maintained  and  educated,  so  that,  although  two  of  them,  Alexander  and 
Margaret,  died  in  1710-12,  the  state  of  affairs  did  not  improve.  At  the  beginning  of 
1718  (we  learn  from  a  list  got  out  at  AVhitsuntide  in  that  year),  there  was  still  due  on 
bonds  given  by  Sir  Alexander,  together  with  a  few  by  his  father,  and  one  by  young  Sir 
John  himself,  over  58,000  merks,  and  it  had  become  clear  that  the  estate  could  not  be 
made  to  right  itself  (M.P.  86  a). 

Already,  in  August  1717,  there  had  been  talk  of  selling  Logie,  in  order  to  buy  young 
Sir  John  his  commission,  and  by  the  end  of  that  year  Alexander  Wedderburn,  then  sheriff 
clerk  of  Forfar,  had  made  a  proposal  for  the  purchase  by  himself  of  both  Logie  and  Blackness. 
He  was  prepared  to  give  a  fancy  price  for  it ;  and  was  thought  by  most  of  his  colleagues, 
Pitcur,  Craigie,  and  his  brother,  the  doctor,  "  a  very  frank  merchant,  nay,  Pitcur  and  I  (writes 
his  brother)  used  argument  to  disswade  him  from  the  bargain,  and,  indeed,  in  my  thought  he 
could  not  lay  out  his  money  with  a  less  view  of  proffitt  in  all  this  countrie,  but  the  thoughts 
of  his  grandfather's  having  possesst  that  estate  overcomes  all  difficulties  "  (M  P.  83);  and  the 
clerk  himself  wrote  to  George  Seton  "  I  am  sure  I  give  a  good  price  "  (ib.  84).  The 
disposition  was  dated  28  Feb.  1718  (F.S.  93)  and  the  price  was,  in  fact,  £62,985.  15.  2., 
or  96,000  merks,  of  which  the  clerk  paid  86,000  down  (M.P.  85,  86  ;  D.D.  104).3  There 
was  also  a  decreet  of  adjudication  of  the  estates  to  the  clerk,  18  Feb.  1719  (D.D.  104  ; 
R.A.D.  154),  sasine  following  on  the  said  disposition  10  Sept.  1720  (F.S.  93) ;  while  a  further 

1  An  unfinished  engraving  of  his  arms,  which  is  among  the  Blackness  Papers,  may  have  been  intended  for 

this  work  (Bl.  frontispiece).     To  his  father's  motto,  "  Spernit  pericula  virtus,"  he  added  another, 
"  Consilio  et  cura  "  {6ee  J.W.  63  and  the  chapter  on  the  Family  Arms). 

2  See  ante,  p.  174,  n.  2. 

3  The  clerk  undertook  to  discharge  all  Sir  Alexander's  debts  with  part  of  the  purchase  money  (S.W.  556  ; 

M.P.  86a). 
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resignation  by  Sir  John,  22  Feb.  1722,  was  made  after  he  came  of  age  ;  and  a  confirmatory  Part  ill. 
charter  under  the  Great  Seal,  26  July  1720  (Bl.  19  ;  G.R.S.  136).'  CbaP  IV- 

Sir  Alexander  had  married  at  Edinburgh,  1  June  1693,  Elizabeth  Seton,  eldest 
daughter  of  Sir  Alexander  Seton,  first  Baronet  of  Pitmedden,  co.  Aberdeen,  and  a  senator 
of  the  College  of  Justice,  under  the  title  of  Lord  Pitmedden  (Bl.  10;  Ed.M.  14).  The 
marriage  contract  was  postnuptial,  being  dated  at  Edinburgh,  13  June  1693  (R.D.  235), 
and  the  bride's  tocher  was  £10,000. 2  By  her,  who  died  before  9  April  1709,  on  which 
day  her  son  John  was  reformed  heir  general  to  her  (R.H.  30),  Sir  Alexander  had  issue 
three  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  another  child,3  whose  name  is  not  recorded,  of  the 
births  and  baptisms  of  most  of  whom  he  has  left  a  family  register  in  his  own  hand  (Bl. 
10).     The  sons  were — 

1.  John  Wedderburn,  born  at  Edinburgh,  24  March  1694  (Bl.  10),  but  died  before 

2  Dec.  1700,  when  his  parents  so  name  their  second  son. 

2.  John  Wedderburn,  afterwards  third  baronet  of  Blackness.     See  post,  p.  243. 

3.  Alexander  Wedderburn4  [1705-12].     He  is  not  named  in  his  father's  register, 

which  does  not  go  beyond  1703,  but  was  born  at  Blackness  or  in  Dundee  in  July 
1705  (M.P.  17),  and  was  baptized  in  Dundee,  11  July,  in  that  year  (D.B.  56).  He 
is  named  in  his  father's  (1707)  entail  of  Blackness  (G.S.R.  134),  and  in  the 
documents  made  by  him  just  before  his  death  (D.D.  78-79,  82).  He  is  also  named 
in  the  will  of  his  sister,  Margaret,  who  leaves  him  "  ane  gold  wuip  and  ane  silver 
meddall  "  (M.P.  23),  and  in  the  process  of  aliment  by  him  and  his  sisters  against 
their  brother,  Sir  John  (M.P.  17).  At  the  close  of  1710,  Dec.  23,  we  read  of  him 
as  "distressed  w*  ye  small  pocks  and  this  is  the  eight  day,"  bat  he  must  have 
recovered  (ib.  31).  He  was  "ill  and  confined  to  the  house"  at  the  end  of  January 
1712  (ib.  50),  and  soon  after,  in  April  of  that  year,  sickened  of  a  fever.  "Our 
pupill  Alexander  is  very  ill  of  a  fever  and  been  so  some  dayes  past,"  "  is  still  very 
ill  and  my  brother  thinks  will  not  recover,"  is  "  still  dying  "  are  the  accounts  sent 
by  the  clerk  to  George  Seton,  16,  22  April,  15  May  1712  (ib.  57,  58,  60).  Of  this 
illness  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  Dundee,  the  Mortcloth  Dues,  1712-13,  naming 
"  Blackness'  son  "  (D.M.D.  41). 
The  daughters  were, 

1.  Margaret  Wedderburn,  born  at  Edinburgh,  31  March  1696  (Bl.  10),  and  named 
in  her  father's  nomination  of  tutors  to  his  children,  3  Jan.  1710  (D.D.  78).  She 
seems  to  have  lived  with  her  uncle,  George  Seton,  in  Edinburgh,  from  before  her 
father's  death,  viz.,  from  24  Nov.  1709  down  to  1  May  1710  (M.P.  29  a),  and 
somewhat  later,  as,  29  May  1710,  the  clerk  writes  to  Seton  of  what  is  to  be  paid 

1  Meanwhile.  30  April  1718,  there  was  a  decreet  v.  the  purchaser  to  pay  the  Hammermen  of  Dundee  for 

work  done  for  the  late  baronet  and  his  son  (D.Dec.  77)  ;  IS  Nov.  1718,  Alexander  Read  of  Tuifbeg 

got  a  decreet  v.  Sir  John  as  his  father's  heir  (R.A.D.  155);  and  on  17  Feb.  1720  John  Sinclair  of  Duren 

obtained  a  decreet  of  adjudication  of  the  lands  of  Blackness  against  young  Sir  John  (R.A.D.  156). 

There  was  also  sasine  following  on  the  above  decreet  of  adjudication  to  Alexander,  the  sheriff  clerk, 

as  late  as  12  June  1734  (D.P.B.  581). 
-  Lord  Pitmedden's  wife  was  Margaret  Lauder,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  William  Lauder  and  his  wife, 

Catharine   Hunter  (K.D.    235).     There   are   some   papers  relating  to  them  and   to    Sir  Alexander 

Wedderburn  and  his  wife  among  the  Edinburgh  Municipal  Archives  (Bundle  260,  Nos.  8028-32),  of 

which  two  are  worth  noting,  viz  : — 

No.  8030.  Information  for  Lord  and  Lady  Pitmeddeu  v.  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness, 
&c,  narrating  inter  alia  that  by  marriage  contract  between  Pitmedden  and  M.  Lauder  her 
father — Mr.  William  Lauder — made  provision  for  her,  and  that  she  was  served  only  daughter 
and  heir  to  him,  and  that  her  said  father's  estate  was  exhausted  by  Sir  Alexander  Wedder- 
burn, who  was  married  to  Pitmedden's  eldest  daughter,  then  deceased,  not  being  contented 
with  the  £10,000  tocher  which  Mr.  Lauder  paid  him,  and  that  £1,666  13.  4.  was  spent  in 
"necessaries"  for  the  marriage,  and  that  Sir  Alexander  did,  in  1707,  commence  a  process  iu 
name  of  his  wife  and  her  youngest  sis'er,  Jean,  v.  Pitmedden  and  his  wife  for  payment  over  of 
two-tenths  of  Mr.  Lauder's  fortune  (1709). 
This  suit  is  reported  in  Fountainhall's  Decisions,  7  July  1709  (ii.,  511),  from  which  it  appears 

that  Elizabeth  Seton,  Lady  Wedderburn,  died  pendente  lite. 

No.  8029.     Answers  for  Eupham  Bathgate,  relict  of  Robert  Lauder,  clerk  depute  of  Dundee,  to  the 

petition  v.  her  by  Dame  Margaret  Lauder,  Lady  Pitmedden,  anent  the  life-rent  of  the  said 

Eupham  and  the  jointure  of  Lady  Balquhollie,  with  letter  annexed  by  the  said  Eupham  to  Sir 

Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  6  Dec.  1709. 

3  This  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  the  Dundee  Mortcloth  Dues  for  1707-8  "  Blackness  two  children  "  are 

entered,  and  though  one  of  these  is  no  doubt  Elizabeth,  the  other  cannot  be  either  of  her  brothers 

or  any  of  her  three  sisters  named  in  their  father's  register. 
*  Synopsis  of  References  :— M.P.  17,  23,  31,  50,  57-58,  60,  74  ;  D.D.  78,  79,  82;  D.M.D.  41  ;  G.S.R.  134  ; 

D.B.  56. 
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fart  ill.  him  for  her  maintenance,  and  adds,   "  I  am  sorrie  to  hear  of  Peggie's  tenderness  ; 

Chap.  iv.  it's  storied  here  she  has  lost  the  watch  and  chain  and  rings,  which,  if  true,  is 

probablie  the  occasione  of  her  distemper "  (ib.  18).  Soon  after  this  she  was 
suddenly  sent  to  Dundee,  where  she  stayed  with  her  great  aunt,  Mrs.  Brisbane, 
until  her  death  (ib.  53).  "  I  was  surprised  (writes  the  clerk  again  to  Seton, 
17  June  1710)  to  see  your  niece  Margaret  at  this  place.  She  is  very  ill  aud  Dr. 
Watsone  does  not  think  she'l  recover.  She  is  very  impatient  for  some  things  she 
left  behind  her,"  etc.  (ib.  21\ 

About  three  weeks  later,  6  July,  he  writes  that  she  is  "  dying  very  fast,"  and 
encloses  an  inventor}'  of  her  small  possessions,  chiefly  her  clothes  and  a  few  books, 
which  she  desired  should  <ro  to  her  brothers  and  sisters.     Little  as  the  child  had  to 
leave,  she  made,  18  July,  a  formal  will,  in  which  she  ordained  her  burial  in  her 
"  father's  burial]  place  in  the  church  of  Dundie"  (ante. p.  239),  and  left  small  legacies, 
such  as  a  diamond  ring  of  their  mother's  to  her  sister  Rachel,  and  the  Whole  Duty  of 
Man  and  the  English  Liturgy  with  Cutis  to  Mr.  James  Martiue,  etc.  (ib.  23).     She  died 
soon  after,  and  was  buried  no  doubt  as  she  had  wished,  the  Mortcloth  Dues  1709  10 
recording  the  use  of  the  cloth  for  "Sir  John  Wedderburn's  sister"  (D.M.D.  40). 
Her  name  thus  drops  out  of  the  process  of  aliment  against  h<?r  brother  (M.P.  17), 
but  she  continues  to  be  mentioned  in  regard  to  a  claim  which    her  great-aunt, 
Mrs.  Brisbane,  made  for  her  board  and  the  expenses  of  her  illness  from  "  the  time  of 
her  last  coming  from  Edinburgh  until  her  death"    (ib.    48,   49,   53).     See  also 
M.P.  69,  75. 
2.  Rachel  Wedderburn,  born  at  Blackness  9  Sept.  1698  (Bl.  10).     She  is  named  in 
her  father's  nomination  of  tutors  to  his  children,  3  Jan.  1710  (D.I).  78);  in  the 
"inventar"  of  his  estate,  in  regard  to  some  trinkets  which  he  had  left  her  (M.P. 
12) ;  in  the  process  of  aliment  already  mentioned  (ib.  17)  ;  and  in  the  will  of  her 
sister  Margaret  (ib.  23).     She  lived  in  Edinburgh  with  her  uncle,  George  Seton, 
from  19  Jan.  1710  till  about  May  1711  (M.P.  29  a,  38),  when  she  was  sent  home 
to  Dundee.     "You've  sent  over  (writes  the  clerk,  2  June  1711)  a  very  wilfull  self- 
conceited  Gentlewoman  y'  I  doe  not  know  to  manage  her ;  she  pretends  she  is 
perfect  of  everything  and  understands  but  very  little  "  (ib.  38).     She  must  have 
remained  with  the  clerk,  however,  as,  24  July  1714,  he  speaks  of  having  with  him 
Seton's  "nephew  and  nieces,"    viz.,   John,  Rachel,  and  Matilda,  who  at  that  date 
alone  survived  (ib.  74).     When  the  estate  of  Blackness  was  sold  the  question  arose 
of  "  how  the  two  daughters  shall  be  provided  by  their  brother"  (ib.  84),  but  it  does 
not  appear  what  was  done.     Rachel  is  named,  29  Oct.   1722,  as  having  given  a 
locket  of  her  mother's  into  the  keeping  of  David  Brisbane  (D.Dec.  80),  and  was 
ultimately  the  only  surviving  child  of  her  father.     She  is  so  designed  in  a  bond  by 
her  to  John  Melvill  of  Cairney,  6  Oct.  1725  (R.D.  315),  and  in  the  will  of  her 
brother  Sir  John,  confirmed  at  Edinburgh  27  Oct.  1725,  which  was  given  up  by 
the  said  John  Melvill  as  her  creditor  (Ed.T.  8).     She   never   married,    but   was 
living   28  Aug.    1771,   when  she  made  a  testamentary  disposition  of  a  dwelling 
house  in  Bristo,   presently  possessed  by  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Isobell  Seton,  and  herself, 
in  favour  of  her  cousin,  Lieutenant  John  Row  of  the  9th  Regiment  of  Foot,1  whom 
failing,  in  favour  of  her  cousin  Sir  Andrew  Lauder  Dick  of  Fountainhall  (R.D.  426). 
This  settlement  was  registered,  15  Dec.  1777,  before  when  she  had  probably  died. 
3.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  born  at  Blackness  or  Dundee,2  2  Feb.  1702  (Bl.  10),  and 
baptized  in  Dundee  on  the  same  day  (D.B.  48).     She  died  1707-8  and  was  buried 
in    Dundee,  being   no   doubt    one  of    "Blackness'  two  children,"  named  in    the 
Mortcloth  Dues  of  that  date  (D.M.D.  37).     She  is  thus  not  named  in  her  father's 
nomination  of  tutors  to  his  children  (D.D.  78),  or  in  any  of  the  Mounie  Papers. 
4    Matilda  Wedderburn,  born  at  Blackness,  8  July  1703  (Bl.  10),  and  baptized  in 
Dundee  on  the  same  day  (D.B.52).    She  is  named  in  her  father's  nomination  (1710)  of 
tutors  to  his  children,  in  the  judicial  inventar  of  his  effects  (D.D.  78;  M.P.  12),  in  the 
will  of  her  sister  Margaret  (ib,  23),  and  in  the  process  of  aliment  v.  her  brother, 
Sir   John  {ib,   17).  She    was  recovering    "very  slowly"    from  the  small  pox  in 

1  I  have  not  ascertained  how  Rachel  and  the  lieutenant  were  cousins,  but  it  must  have  been  on  her 

mother's  side. 

2  Her  father's  register  says  born  at  Edinburgh,  but  this  must  be  an  error,  aa  she  was  certainly  baptized  in 

Dundee  on  the  day  of  her  birth. 


and 
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Dec.  1711  (M.P.  31),  and  was  again  "  ill  and  confined  to  the  house,"  29  Jan.  1712  Part  in. 
(ib.  50).     She  was  in  Dundee  in  24  July  1714  and  17  Jan.   1718,  being  one  of  CnaP- lv- 
the  "  nieces  "  of  George  Seton,  and  "  two  daughters  "  of  her  father,  named  at  these 
dates  (ib.  74,  84),  but  died  there  before  Sept.  1718  and  was  buried  in  Dundee,  the 
Mortcloth  Dues  of  that  date  containing  an  entry  of  the  use  of  the  great  cloth 
for  Blackness'  daughter  (D.M.D.  46). 


Wedderburn,  whose  name  is  not  recorded,  but  who  must  have  died  young. 

See  above,  p.  241,  n  3. 


Sir  John  Wedderburn1  [1700-1723],  third  baronet  of  Blackness,  second  but  eldest 
and  ultimately  only  surviving  son  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Elizabeth  Seton,  was 
born  at  Blackness,  2  Dec.  1700  (Bl.  10).  He  is  named  in  his  father's  entail  of  Blackness, 
24  Feb.  1707  (G.S.R.  134),  and  in  the  sasine  thereon,  30  May  following  (G.R.S.  61);' 
and  was  also  retoured  heir  general  to  his  mother,  Elizabeth  Seton,  9  May  1709  (R.H.  30) 
and  to  his  father,  11  Aug.  1712  (D.Dec.  67).  His  father's  settlements  and  nomination  of 
tutors,  made  just  before  his  death,  2-3  Jan.  1710,  in  all  of  which  John  is  named  as  his 
eldest  son,  have  been  already  mentioned  more  than  once  (M.P.  12  ;  D.D.  78-79,  82).  The 
condition  of  affairs  on  Sir  Alexander's  death  has  also  been  described  above  (pp.  239-40),  and 
the  documents  in  regard  to  it  which  mention  Sir  John  need  not  be  again  dealt  with  here.- 
Apart  from  the  financial  embarrassment  of  the  estate,  he  does  not  seem  to  have  been  easy 
to  educate.  It  is  clear  that  his  health  was  never  good  (M.P.  35,  50),  and  when  it  was 
under  discussion  to  send  him  to  a  school  away  from  home,  it  was  a  question  if  he  could 
go  unless  there  was  "  a  doctor  waiting  solely  on  the  boarders  "  (ib.  64).  Nor  did  he  shew 
much  aptitude  :  "  John  doeth  not  learn,  and  his  master  says  he  will  not  be  a  scholar," 
writes  the  clerk  to  George  Seton,  22  April  1712  {ib.  58).  In  August  of  that  year3  his 
aunt,  Mrs.  Eccles,  proposed  that  he  should  be  sent  "  to  Mr.  Laing's  in  the  Cannongate, 
by  whom  she  thinks  he  will  be  carefully  taucht  and  cheaper,  the  latter  I  doubt  not 
wranglie  ;  he'll  want  his  servant  and  the  odds  there  will  be  unfavourable.  But  he  has  been 
informed  that  there  is  ane  Mr.  Forrest  at  Leith  who  teaches  better,  hes  boarders  in 
excellent  order  and  a  doctor  to  wait  on  them  wherever  they  go  "  {ib.  63).  It  does  not 
appear  if  he  went  to  either  of  these  schools,  and  on  24  Oct.  1713,  the  clerk  writes  that 
he  has  "  by  advice  of  friends  here  bespoke  a  Pedagogue  to  wait  on  our  pupill  at  One 
hundreth  pounds  per  annum,  which  I  could  not  gett  for  less  "  (ib.  71).  He  was,  of  course, 
fourteen  years  of  age  at  the  end  of  1714,  when  he  had  to  choose  his  curators  and,  with 
their  advice,  a  profession.  His  edict  of  curatory  is  dated  17  Jan.  1715  (D.Dec.  74), 
the  curators  chosen  being  the  clerk,  Halyburton  of  Pitcur,  Campbell  of  Kethick,  and 
James  Kyd  of  Craigie,  together  with  Dr.  John  Wedderburn  and  George  Seton,4  who  was 
absent  in  Edinburgh,  but  was  at  once  informed  of  the  choice  (M.P.  76),  and  asked  to 
give  his  opinion  as  to  Sir  John's  "  settlement  and  whether  to  educate  him  as  a  writer  or 
merchant"  the  state  of  his  affairs  being  "  ill  beyond  expectatione  "  (ib.  76). 5  It  seems 
that  the  former  was  decided  on,  and  that  Sir  John  became  apprentice  to  the  clerk,  who 
failed,  however,  to  make  anything  of  him,  and  1  Sept.  1715  was  "  willing  to  loose  Blackness 
from  his  indentures"  (M.P.  77).  "The  carriage  of  our  pupill  (he  writes)  makes  my  heart 
cold  in  doing  him  any  farther  service,  and  even  to  regret  what  I  have  done,  for  neither 
good  words  nor  stroaks  will  prevail  with  him  ;  and  now  he's  positive  to  goe  to  sea  "  (ib). 
In  the  end  it  was  decided  to  send  him  abroad  and,  17  July  1716,  he  was  at  Leith,  anxious 
to  get  from  his  uncle,  George  Seton,  "a  pass  so  y*  I  may  proceed  in  my  voyage  "  (ib.  81) 

1  Synopsis  of  References :— S.W.  551,  556  ;  Bl.  10,  19  ;  M.P.  12,  17,  19,  23,  35,  50,  55,  58,  63,  64,  71,  76, 

77,  81,  82,  88;  D.P.B.  581  ;  D.B.K.  505;  D.D.  78.  79,  82,  85,  92,  104  ;  D.Dec.  65-67,  74,  77,  80  ; 

GSR.   134,   136;  R.H.   30;  G.R.S.  61;  F.S.  93,  96;  R.D.  300-302,  304;  R.A.D.  141-45,  154-56; 

Kd.T.  8  ;  D.B.  65.      . 
'-  See  M.P.  12  (judicial  inventory),  17  (process  of  aliment),  19,  23,  55;  D.Dec.  65,  66,  77  (his  father's 

debts) ;  F.S.  96  (sale  of  the  Nethergait  house) ;  R.A.D.  141-45,  154-56 

3  Sir  John  was  a  witness  to  the  baptism  of  John,  sou  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Grissell  Watson,  at 

Dundee  17  Aug.  1712  (D.B.  65). 

4  David  Brisbane  was  appointed  factor  to  the  estate,  and  there  is  an  action  by  him  as  such,  15  June  1717 

(D.D.  85). 
s  There  is  a  bond,  12,  14  April  1715,  by  Sir  John  to  the  clerk,  for  2,000  merks,  part  balance  of  his  account 
as  tutor  (R.A.D.  154  h),  which  shows  that  the  clerk  had  to  advance  money  to  the  estate  ;  and,  19  May 
1715,  there  is  an  account  of  monies  in  the  hands  of  Sir  John's  tutors  (D.D.  85). 
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Part  III.  It  appears  from  this  letter  that  he  had  got  into  some  scrape,  as  he  tells  his  uncle  that  he  is 
Chap.  i\.  «  very  sorry  that  I  have  disobliged  you  and  I  beg  your  pardon,  and  w*  the  assistance  of 
God,  I  shall  never  commit  such  extravagancies  again"  (ib.)  His  destination  seems  to 
have  been  the  house  of  one  John  Gordon  in  Rotterdam,  to  whom  Mr.  Gilbert  Stewart 
had  recommended  him.  That  he  was  there,  Nov.  1716,  is  clear  from  a  letter,  28  Nov. 
(S.W.  551),  from  Stewart  to  David  Brisbane,  enclosing  one  from  John  Gordon,  in  which 
he  gives  an  account  of  Sir  John's  expenses,  and  speaks  of  his  "  french  master,"  so 
that  Sir  John  was  continuing  his  education  there,  although  Gordon  found  him 
"a  troublesome  pouple,  yet  if  he  improve  his  time  well  I  shall  continew,  etc.  (ib.) 
Soon  after  he  came  home  and,  17  Aug.  1717,  was  "expecting  to  serve  in  Shannon's 
Regiment  in  ye  station  of  ane  Ensigne."  The  money  required  to  purchase  his  commission 
and  start  him  in  the  army  led,  as  1  have  said  (ante,  p.  240),  to  the  sale  of  Blackness  and 
Logie  by  him  to  the  clerk  early  in  1718,  and  he  thus  got  rid  of  the  burden  of  his  father's 
debts  (S.W.  556  :  M.P.  86a).  Before  long,  however,  he  regretted  the  sale,  and  desired 
to  set  it  aside.  There  is  a  letter  from  him  to  his  uncle,  George  Seton,  dated  24  Aug.  1720, 
written  on  "advice  from  Scotland  of  the  high  price  of  lands  "  (M.P.  88)  and  apparently 
with  the  assistance  of  some  professional  adviser,  in  which  he  proposes  to  re-open  the 
accounts  of  the  estate  and  asks  his  uncle's  help  "  to  bring  me  in  my  old  place  again,  so 
as  to  do  full  justice  to  the  clerk,  that  he  lose  nothing  of  the  money  he  really  payd  my 
father's  creditors  "  (ib.  88).  It  was  to  this  end,  no  doubt,  that  on  coming  of  age,  he  at 
once,  3  Jan.  1722,  revoked  all  deeds  made  by  him  during  his  minority  (R.D.  300),  renewing 
however,  6  Jan.  1722,  a  bond  of  provision  to  his  sister,  Rachel  (R.D,  301),  for  whom  he 
desired  to  provide  handsomely  (M.P.  88).  So  far,  however,  from  there  being  ground 
for  any  attack  on  what  had  been  done,  we  find  that  later,  17  Feb.  1722,  Sir  John  made  a 
further  resignation  of  Blackness  in  favour  of  the  clerk,  who  thereupon,  26  July  1722,  got 
a  Great  Seal  charter,  confirming  the  barony  to  him  and  his  heirs  (Bl.  19  ;  G.S  R.  136). 
Nothing  is  known  of  Sir  John's  brief  career  in  the  army.  There  is  a  small  bill,  27  April 
1722,  protested  against  him  by  Captain  Robert  Tailfer  of  the  city  guard,  Edinburgh 
(R.D.  302),  with  whom  Sir  John  had  some  dealings,  as  a  little  later  Tailfer  was 
endeavouring  to  get  possession  of  the  portraits  of  Sir  John's  parents  from  David  Brisbane 
upon  an  alleged  order  to  that  effect,  11  June  1722,  by  Sir  John,  "  ensign  in  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Colonel  Middleton's  regiment  of  Foot "  (D.Dec.  80),  and  there  is  also  another  bill  so 
protested  by  Patrick  Douglas  in  Edinburgh,  31  Dec.  1722  (R.D.  304). 

An  early  death,  however,  ended  a  career  which  does  not  appear  to  have  been  one  of 
much  promise.  Sir  John  died  between  5  Jan.  and  17  May  1723.1  The  confirmation  of 
his  will,  given  up  at  Edinburgh,  27  Oct.  1725,  states  that  he  died  in  Ireland  in  1723,  but 
does  not  give  either  the  place  or  the  exact  date  (Ed.T.  8).  With  him  failed  the  male  line 
of  his  grandfather,  the  first  baronet  of  Blackness,  when  under  the  wide  limitations  of  the 
patent,  "  to  heirs  male,"  the  title  passed  to  Alexander,  eldest  son  of  the  first  baronet's 
second  brother,  James,  of  whom  and  of  whose  family  an  account  is  given  in  the  following- 
chapter. 


Douglas  and  J.W.  in  his  printed  memoir  give  the  year  of  Sir  John's  death  as  1722,  but  this  is  certainly 
an  error.  The  date  is  fixed  both  by  the  confirmation  of  His  will  (Ed.T.  8),  and  by  the  fact  that  his 
cousin,  the  clerk,  is  called  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness  5  Jan.,  and  Sir  Alexander  17  May 
1723  (D.D.  91,  93). 


PART     III. 


Chapter   V. 


James  Wedderburn  (second   surviving  son  of  Sir  Alexander  of   Blackness,   Knt  )  Part  in. 
clerk  of  Dundee,  b.  1649,  d.   1696.  chaP-  v- 

With  an  account  of  his  family  other  than  his  eldest  son.     {See  pedigree  at  p.  253.) 

James  "Wedderburn1  [1649-96],  sixth  but  second  surviving  son  of  Sir  Alexander 
Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  Knt.,  and  Matilda  Fletcher,  was  born  8  Nov.  (Bl.  9)  and 
baptized  at  Dundee  17  Nov.  1649  (D.B.  5).  He  is  first  named,  and  always  as  second  son, 
in  several  settlements  made  on  him  by  his  father,  viz.,  6  Sept.  1652,  when  two  acres 
in  the  Westfield  of  Dundee  were  resigned  in  his  favour  (D.P.B.  459),  and  5-25  Feb. 
1664,  when  his  father  disponed  to  him  thirty-seven  more  acres  in  the  Westfield  (G.S.R. 
120  n;  F.S.  42),  and  also  settled  on  him,  subject  to  his  own  and  his  wife's  life-rent,  a 
South  Flukergait  house  (D.P.B.  492  a),  which  James  afterwards  rebuilt  and  made  his 
residence.  He  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1666  (S.A.R.  30)  but  there  is  no  record  of 
his  graduating  there,  though  the  absence  of  references  to  him  in  the  Dundee  records  till 
1669  looks  as  if  he  was,  during  those  years,  being  educated  away  from  home.  He  is  named 
18  June  1669  as  getting  sasine  from  his  elder  brother  John  of  certain  acres  pertaining  to 
the  House  of  Fowlls  (F.S.  54), *  and  on  various  dates,  from  16  Sept.  1669  on,  as  a  witness 
with  his  father  to  transactions  in  Dundee  (D.P.B.  512). 

He  was  bred  to  follow  his  father  in  the  clerkship,  and  began  to  help  him  as  early  as 
8  Aug.  1666,  the  date  of  his  first  protocol  book  (D.P.B.  vol.  275)  and  on  different  dates  in 
1670-71, 18  Oct.,  1,17  Dec,  27  Jan.,  we  find  him  designed  "writer  in  Dundee"  (D.P.B.  514  ; 
S.W.  405).  On  20  April  1671  his  father,  Sir  Alexander,  on  account  of  his  frequent  sick- 
nesses applied  to  the  council  to  appoint  James,  "  who  had  formerly  the  gift  of  the  clerkship," 
conjunct  clerk  with  him  and  to  succeed  him  on  his  death,  to  which  the  council  unanimously 
agreed  (D.C.B.  117),  though  when  the  former  gift  was  does  not  appear.  After  this  James 
is  constantly  named  as  clerk  of  Dundee  or  notary,  but  I  have  not  found  the  date  of  his 
admission.  His  notarial  symbol,  of  which  a  facsimile  is  given  at  p.  187  of  vol.  ii.  (S.W. 
448),  consisted  of  a  very  elaborate  signature  with  the  motto  "  dum  spiro  spero  "  beneath 
it.  Such  references  to  him  as  clerk,  notary,  will  be  found  8  Nov.  1 671,  20  June  1672, 1  Feb. 
1673  (F.S.  56,  59),  while  3  Sept.  1673,  his  father  describes  him  as  "  also  clerk  of  Dundee  " 
(D.P.B.  520)  and  later  on  joined  with  him  in  the  presentation  by  them  both,  as  principal 
clerks,  to  the  council,  of  a  depute,  James  Pilmor,  of  whom  the  council  approved  7  March 
1676  (D.C.B.  119). 3  This  was  just  after  Sir  Alexander's  death,  upon  which  James  became  sole 
clerk,  and  is  so  designed,  e.g.,  1.  March  1677  (D.C.B.  1  22  b).  He  was  also  admitted  a  freeman  of 
the  skinners'  and  glovers'  guild,  and  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  thereto,  5  Oct.  1 676  (D.T.G.  2  b). 
Like  one  of  his  name  in  earlier  days(ante,p.l00),he  had  to  deal  with  some  slanderous  tongues. 
On  15  May  1677  he  summoned  one  Thomas  Anderson  for  having,  at  a  court  held  the  previous 
Monday,  used  "rase,  base,  and  opprobrious  speeches  against  him  and  his  predecessors,  saying 
that  they  had  made  false  instruments  without  ground  or  warrant,  so  taking  away  their  good 
name,"  and  the  offence  being  admitted,  Anderson  was  ordered  to  the  tollbooth  until  he  should 
pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  merks  and  "  sit  down  on  his  knees  "  in  court,  crave  pardon,  and 
promise  never  to  do  the  like  again  (D.C.B.  123).     On  several  occasions,  James,  by  virtue  of 

J  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  405,  410-12,  430,  437,  441,  447-48,  452,  457-58,  462,  472-73,  484,  490-92, 
495-96,  499-501,  503-4.  509,  519,  525,  556 ;  Bl.  9-11,  18  ;  M.P.  12  ;  S.A.R.  30  ;  D.C.  72,  80 ;  D.L.B. 
61  ;  D.P.B.  459,  492,  512,  514,  520-21,  523,  536,  547-48,  and  see  vols.  271-72  to  278  ;  D.B.R.  482, 
490,  492,  499,  and  see  vols.  34,  36,  37  ;  D.C.B.  117,  119-20,  122  6,  123,  125,  132,  134-36,  139-41  ; 
D.D.  22,  23,  28,  38,  40,  42,  45,  53,  58,  66,  70,  and  see  vol.  6  ;  D.Dec.  2,  3,  6,  13,  16,  22,  23,  28,  29, 
31,  44,  and  see  vols.  1,  2  ;  D.T.G.  2  b  ;  D.G.R.  11  ;  D.M.D.  25  ;  G.S.R.  120  n  ;  R.H.  28  ;  G.R.S.  44  ; 
F.S.  42,  54,  56,  59-62,  67-68,  72,  75,  77;  R.D.  201,  216,  236-37,  241  at;  R.A.D.  105,  126,  154  a  b  ; 
Br.T.  19  ;  D.M.  11  ;  D.B.  5,  23,  24,  26-29,  31-34,  37,  38,  40-44,  46-48. 

-  On  16  April  1673  he  resigned  these  acres  back  to  his  brother,  who  also  got  a  disposition  from  his  father, 
made  with  James'  consent,  of  some  other  land  near  Dundee  (F.S.  60-61). 

3  See  as  to  this,  ante,  p.  210. 
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Part  in.  his  gift  of  clerkship,  nominated  a  depute  with  the  council's  consent,  e.g.,  21  Feb.  1681, 
Chap.  v.  |9  ^p^  U  Oct.  1682  (ib.  132,  134-35),  and  in  Feb.  1685  made  the  same  application  for 
his  son  to  the  council  which,  fourteen  years  back,  his  father  had  made  for  him,  and  asked 
that  they  would  appoint  his  son  Alexander,  then  a  boy  of  ten.  conjunct  clerk  with  him, 
and  to  succeed  him  on  his  demission  or  death,  the  council  appointing  someone  to  serve  in 
the  office  should  James  die  during  his  sou's  minority.1  The  matter  was  considered  by  the 
council  on  10,  17  Feb.,  and,  5  March,  they  pronounce  the  application  most  reasonable, 
and  ordain  a  gift  of  the  office  to  Alexander  to  be  drawn  up  accordingly  (D.C.B.  136  ;  cp. 
R.A.D.  126)  The  gift  was  ratified  in  the  dean  of  gild's  court,  when  mention  was  made 
of  "  the  true,  ready  and  faithful  service  "  of  James  and  "  the  great  care  and  solicitude  he 
has  had  in  the  education  of  his  son  at.  schools  and  otherwise,  for  making  him  ably  qualified 
to  be  his  successor"  (D.G.R.  11). 

Four  protocol  books  of  his,  or  of  his  time,  are  extant  in  the  Dundee  charter  room, 
viz,  vols.,  275-278.  Of  these  the  first  was  begun  in  1666  and  ended  in  1676,  after  the 
death  of  his  father  ;  while  the  second  and  third  run  1676-83  and  1683-90.  Some  Latin 
mottoes,  such  as  "  Laus  Deo  semper,"  "  Vivit  post  funera  virtus,"  "  Qui  patitur  vincit," 
"  Da  tua  dum  tua  sunt,  post  mortem  tunc  tua  non  sunt,"  "  Incepto  libro  sit  laus  et  gloria 
Christo,"  occur  on  their  title  pages.  The  fourth  book  (vol.  278)  was  begun  by  him  in  1691, 
and  ended  by  his  son  in  1699,  his  death  occurring  meanwhile,  and  his  last  signature  and 
docket  being  dated  10,  27  Aug.  1694  (D.P.B.  547). 2  His  name  is  written,  in  1675,  on  the 
title  page  of  vol.  xxxiv.  of  the  Burgh  and  Head  Court  Records,  and  vol.  xxxv.  (1676-88),  now 
missing,  was  no  doubt  his.  Vol.xxxvi.  has  his  initials  J.  W.  stamped  on  it,  and  inside  the  cover 
are  the  words  "  testor  veritatem,"  '■  my  witness  is  true."  and  a  Latin  couplet  to  the  effect 
that  there  must  be  recreation  as  well  as  work.  The  last  book  of  this  series  in  his  time  is 
vol.  xxxvii.,  but  vol.  vi.  of  the  Dundee  Deeds  is  marked  as  his,  and  so  is  vol.  i.  of  the  Dundee 
Decreets,  of  which  vol.  ii.  was  begun  by  him  and  finished,  31  October  1696.  by  his  son.3 
Three  facsimiles  of  his  ordinary  signature  are  given,  post,  vol.  ii.,  opp.  p.  56  (S.W.  441, 
501)  and  p.  97,  the  last  being  that  to  his  marriage  contract  (Bl.  18).  Some  slight 
references  to  him  as  clerk,  notary,  witness,  etc.,  such  as  are,  of  course  common,  are 
summarized  below.4 

He  lived  in  Dundee,  where  he  owned  several  houses,  his  dealings  with  which  are 
registered  in  the  Dundee  records.  Thus,  18  Dec.  1675,  he  disponed  a  South  Nethergait 
house  to  his  brother,  Peter  (D.C.  72;  D.P.B.  523),  retaining,  however,  another  property 
there,  the  reversion  of  which,  subject  to  his  mother's  life-rent,  he  settled  on  his  wife,  17  May 
1680  (F.S.  67).  He  then  acquired  an  adjoining  land  from  his  brother,  George,  6  Feb 
1682  (F.S.  68).  and  built  on  this  site  a  large  mansion  which  was  afterwards  the  residence  of 
his  third  son,  Dr.  John  Wedderburn  of  Idvies,  by  whom  it  was  bequeathed  to  his  great 
nephew,  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Balindean.  It  was  in  this  house  that  Balindean's  sister, 
Susanna,  was  burnt  to  death  in  1776  (post,  chap.  vii.).  An  illustration  of  the  mansion 
is  given  opposite,  but  it  no  longer  exists,  having  been  demolished  on  the  death  of  Sir  John, 
in  1S03.5 

He  is  often  named  in  regard  to  the  affairs  of  different  members  of  his  family.  One 
of  the  earliest  of  these  was  a  malicious  summons  to  him  to  appear  as  a  witness  in  the  suit 
of  Margaret  Scrymgeour  v.  Easter  Powrie  (ante,  p.  109,  n.  7),  in  regard  to  matters  which 

1  This  actually  occurred,  but  only  when  Alexander  was  within   a  few  months  of  reaching  his  majority. 

See  post,  chap.  vi. 

2  His  signature  also  occurs  at  the  end  of  vols.  271-72,  273,  and  274,  volumes  of  his  father's  time. 

3  His  clerk  depute  was  James  Kamsay,  whose  name  also  occurs  in  the  title  pages  of  several  of  these  books. 

In  1695,  Jan.  28,  the  council  "  considering  the  great  trust  reposed  in  the  clerk's  office,  he  having  in 
his  custody  the  whole  registers  of  the  burgh,"  etc.,  think  it  well  to  "regulate  the  clerk's  chamber  in 
the  matter  of  servants,  and  of  new  appoint  Ramsay  clerk  depute." 

4  Thus,  28  Feb.  1674,  clerk,  notary  to  a  sasine  to  his  father  (F.S.  62)  ;  2  Dei;.  1675,  clerk,  witnesses  two 

discharges  (D.D.  22);  16  April  1677,  signs  an  act  of  apprising  (S.W.  430);  21  Feb.  1679,  notary 
(S.W.  437);  12  July  1680,  extracts  a  decreet  of  poynrling  (S.W.  441);  4,  14  Nov.  1680,  notary  to 
two  sasiues  (S.W.  447-48)  ;  15,  16  Sept.  1682,  clerk,  witness  {ib.  45S)  ;  7  Jan.  1684,  signs  an  act  of 
conversion  (ib.  462);  5  June,  19  Dec.  1685,  notary  and  witness  to  a  sasine  (S.W.  472-73;  D.P.B. 
536);  11  Oct.  1689,  notary  to  a  sasine  (D.C.  80);  1690,  witnesses  a  contract  (D.D.  66)  ;  28  March  1690, 
signs  a  factory  (D.D.  38)  ;  10  Oct.  1691,  notary  (S.W.  495)  ;  6  May,  1  July  1692,  clerk,  witness 
(S.W.  499  ;  F.S.  72) ;  15  Feb  1693,  clerk,  witness  (D.B.R.  490). 
s  See  the  late  Mr.  A.  C.  Lamb's  Old  Dundee :  its  Quaint  and  Historic  Buildings,  where  there  is  a  large 
illustration  of  the  part  of  the  Nethergait  (Butcher's  Row),  where  this  old  house  stood.  The  plate 
opposite  is  a  reproduction  (by  permission)  of  a  portion  of  that  in  Old  Dundee.  The  iron  figures — 1684 
— in  the  front  of  the  house  were  exhibited  (No.  1030)  in  the  Dundee  Exhibition  of  1892-93. 


MANSION   OF  JAMES  WEDDERBURN, 
BUTCHER    ROW,  DUNDEE, 


JAMES,     CLERK     OF     DUNDEE,     1675-96. 


happened  when  he  was  a  mere  child  (S.W.  410-12).  A  bond  by  him  to  his  brother  Part  in. 
Alexander  is  named  18  May  1*581  (S.W.  452),  and  there  was  also  a  bond  by  Easter  Powrie  uhaP-  v- 
to  him  for  5,000  merks.  13  June  1688  (S.W.  484),  on  which  interest  was  paid  13  Oct.  1690, 
1  June  1691  (ib.  490,  492),  and  29  Dec.  1696  (ib.  509)  and  up  till  15  May  1699,  when, 
he  being  dead,  the  principal  was  paid  up  to  his  son  and  heir,  Alexander  (ib.  525).  He  was 
a  witness  to  a  sasine  in  favour  of  his  sister  Cecilia,  Feb.  1676  (G.R.S.  44);  factor  for  his 
brother  George,  21  Aug.  1678  (D.Dec.  3),  and  a  curator  to  several  members  of  the 
family,  viz.,  to  James  Kyd,  eldest  son  of  his  sister  Jean,  20  Aug.  1676,  20  March  1680, 
up  to  26  April  1687  (D.D.  23 ;  D  Dec.  6  ;  R.D.  216),  as  well  as  to  Jean's  younger  children, 
Patrick  and  Margaret,  18  Nov.  1685,  10  Feb.  16:!2  (D.D.  40;  D.Dec.  16);  to  Alexander, 
son  of  his  brother  Peter,  19  Oct.  1693  (D.Dec.  23) ;  to  Peter  Wedderburn,  son  to  Easter 
Powrie.  23  June  16^3  (D.Dec.  13) ;  to  Alexander  Wedderburn,  fifth  of  Kingennie, 
1692-95  (S.W.  496,  500-1,  503-4;  D.D.  42,  45;  D.Dec.  28;  R.D.  236);  to  his  sister 
Rachel,  9  Oct.  1693  (D  Dec.  32) ;  and  he  was  also  witness  to  the  baptisms  at  Dundee  of 
most  of  the  children,  1674-81,  of  his  brother  John,1  and  to  those  of  the  three  daughters 
of  his  brother  Alexander.  1686-90  (D.B.  40,  42,  44).2 

He  died  in  the  first  fortnight  of  January  1696  and  was  buried  at  Dundee  (D.M.D.  25). 
His  heir  was  his  eldest  son  Alexander,  who  was  so  retoured  to  him  10  Feb.  D.C.B.  141  ; 
D.Dec.  29  :  R.H.  28),  and  who,  though  a  few  months  under  age,  was  forthwith  appointed  to 
succeed  him  as  clerk,  14  Jan.  1696  (D.C.B.  140).  His  will,  given  up  by  his  son  Alexander, 
was  confirmed  at  Brechin  5  April  1704,  the  confirmation  reciting  his  death  in  Jan.  1696 
(Br.T.  19).  After  his  death  he  is  named  in  connection  with  the  affairs  of  his  children  who 
are  often  identified  by  reference  to  him  (see  post,  s.  the  accounts  of  them).3 

James  Wedderburn  married  at  Dundee  27  April  1673  (Bl.  9),  after  proclamation 
10  Jan.  (D.M.  11),  Elizabeth  Davidson,  daughter  of  the  late  Robert  Davidson  of 
Balgay  (by  his  wife,  Grissill  Brown).*  The  marriage  contract  (Bl.  18)  is  dated  at  Dundee 
8  Jan.  1673,  and  is  signed  by  the  spouses,  the  bridegroom's  father  and  eldest  brother,  and 
by  the  brother  and  mother  of  the  bride  (see  facsimiles  opp.  p.  97  of  vol.  ii.).  The  tocher 
was  7,500  merks  and  a  North  Seagait  land,5  while  James  was  to  settle  16,000  and  the 
great  tenement  of  land  in  South  Nethergait  (ib.).  A  discharge  by  James  and  his  wife 
to  her  brother  for  part  of  her  tocher  is  dated  8  Dec.  1673  and  refers  to  a  bond  of  provision 
in  her  favour,  dated  in  1 664  (R.D.  20 1 ).  She  and  her  husband  are  named,  I  7  July  1679,  as 
granting  a  discharge  to  Alexander  Duncan  of  Lundie  and  her  brother  Robert,  as  executors 
of  Margaret  Davidson,  who  had  left  them  a  legacy  (D.D.  28),  and  again,  4  Aug.  1680,  she 
discharges  her  brother  in  respect  of  4.000  merks,  of  which  3,000  was  at  the  disposal  of 
their  mother  (R.D.  241  b).  Another  discharge  to  Balgay  by  her  and  her  husband  for 
1,000  merks  is  dated  19  May  1692  (ib.  241  a).  She  survived  her  husband  and  is  named 
as  his  relict  30  Oct.  1699,  when  she  is  godmother  to  her  son  Alexander's  daughter,  Elizabeth 
(D.B.  46).  and  is  also  mentioned  in  a  decree  of  15  April  1700  (D.Dec.  44),  and  in  an  action 
by  her,  14  July  1701  (D.B.R.  499). 5  In  1702,  Feb.  2,  she  was  a  witness  at  Dundee  to  the 
baptism  (D.B.  48)  of  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Alexander,  second  baronet  of  Blackness 
(ante,  p.  242).  This  is  the  last  reference  to  her  as  living  and  she  died  between  then  and 
17  Aug.  1703,  when  she  is  named  as  deceased  in  a  discharge  by  her  younger  children  to 
John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness  (18  Nov.  1696)  of  a  bond  granted  by  him  to  her  and  them 
(D.D.  58).  Her  name  does  not  appear  in  the  Mortcloth  Dues  of  Dundee,  though  she  was 
presumably  buried  beside  her  husband  in  the  HowfF. 

1  He  witnessed  those  of  David,  Peter,  Matilda  (1677),  James,  and  George  (HI.  10  ;  D.B.  23,  25,  27,  31,  35); 

and  was  also  witness  to  various  other  baptisms,  1674 — 1691  (Dundee  Parish  Register,  orig.  record). 

2  See  also  a  decree  for  his  brother  Peter  as  his  assignee  25  March  1676  (D.B.  R.  482)  ;  28  Jan.  1678.  reference 

to  him  and  his  family  in  his  brother  John's  petition  for  a  seat  in  the  west  church,  ante,  p.  233 
(D.C.B.  125)  ;  5  June  1678,  decree  for  him  (D.Dec.  2)  ;  14  July  1681,  decreet  on  summons  v.  him 
and  Kingennie  (R.A.D.  105);  12  July  16S2,  letter  from  liaster  Powrie  naming  him  (S.W.  457)  ;  26  Nov. 
1690,  he  signs  on  her  behalf  the  marriage  contract  of  Margaret  Wedderburn  (ante,  pp.  156-57)  and 
John  Pearson  (S.W.  491). 
5  A.  sasine,  16  Aug.  1697,  of  lands  in  South  Murraygait  bounded  west  and  south  by  the  lands  of  the  heirs  of 
James  Wedderburn  does  not,  I  think,  refer  to  him  but  to  James  of  Craigie,  ante,  p.  60  (S.W.  519)- 

4  No  doubt  a  Brown  of    Westhorne,  as  George  Brown  of    Westhorne  is  named  in  Elizabeth's  marriage 

contract  among  the  "  friendis  nominat"  by  the  bride  (Bl.  18).     George  Browne  of   Home  is  also  a 
curator  to  her  grandsons,  Robert  and  John  Wedderburn,  in  1696  (D.Dec.  31). 

5  This  was  soon  sold  by  her  brother,  with  her  and  her  husband's  consent,  to  James  Cook,  5  Sept.  1674 

(DP.B.  521). 
B  She  is  also  named  in  the  marriage  contract  of  her  daughter  Grizell,  7  June  1700,  but  died  before  a  sasine 
following  on  it,  dated  26  Oct.  and  registered  29  Nov.  1704  (F.S.  77). 
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Part  in.  By  her  James  Wedderburn  had  issue  four  sous  and  seven  daughters;  of  whom  the 

Chap.  v.  song  wer6j 

1.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  who  succeeded  his  father  as  clerk  of  Dundee  ;  and  in 

1723,  on  the  death  of  his  cousin,  Sir  John,  whose  estates  he  had  purchased  in  1718, 
became  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness.     See  post,  chap.  vi. 

2.  Robert  Wedderburn  [1677 — 1720  ?],'  was  born  in  1677,  being  baptized  in  Duudee 

18  April  1677  (D.B.  28).  He  is  named  in  a  settlement,  28  April  1680,  made  by 
his  mother's  brother,  John  Davidson,  just  before  going  abroad,  by  which,  in  event 
of  his  death,  he  left  Robert  Wedderburn  a  sum  of  five  hundred  merks,  and  in 
certain  events  a  further  sum  of  a  thousand  (R.D.  237)  On  his  father's  death  he 
was  still  somewhat  under  age,  and  thus,  together  with  his  brother  John,  required 
curators,  19  Oct.  1696  (D.B.R.  492;  D.Dec.  31).  Both  he  and  John  went  from 
home  in  the  following  year,  but  before  doing  so  granted,  3,  28  June,  a  factory  to 
their  brother,  the  clerk  (D.D.  49).  After  this  Robert  is  not  named  till  16  Aug. 
1703,  when  his  cousiu  Alexander,  the  shipmaster,  protests  a  bill  against  him  (ib.  57). 
He  is  then,  as  often  later,  e.g.,  when  on  an  inquest  at  Dundee,  2  July  1705 
(D.Dec.  65),  called  mariner,  that  being  the  profession  he  had  adopted.  He 
went  abroad  again  soon  after,  14  Feb.  1706,  when  he  granted  a  factory  to  his 
brother,  the  clerk,  and  to  his  brother-in-law,  John  Paterson  of  Craigie  (D.D.  67), 
but  was  home  again  25-16  June  1707,  when  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness  granted 
him  a  bond  (S.W.  556  ;  RA.D.  154  d)  for  1,000  merks  (£666.  13.  4.),  which  is 
mentioned  as  unpaid  in  the  Mounie  Papers,  1712-18  (M.P.  67,  78,  88  a).  On 
6  Feb.  1708  he  "mariner,  uncle,"  was  witness  to  the  baptism  of  his  brother 
Alexander's  son,  Robert  (D.B.  59),  soon  after  which,  13  Oct.,  he  granted  another 
factory  to  the  clerk  (D.D.  73),  and  went  on  a  voyage  to  Dantzig  in  a  vessel  called 
the  "Thistle,"  which  he  seems  to  have  bought  from  his  above-mentioned  cousin  Alex- 
ander, the  shipmaster  (ante,  p. 227),  and  which  he  entered  on  his  return  in  the  Dundee 
Register  of  Ships  (15  July  1708).  He  is  named  as  one  of  the  next-of-kin  to  young 
Sir  John,  the  third  baronet  of  Blackness,  in  1710,  and  as  such  signs  the  inventory 
of  the  estate  (M.P.  12),  but  was  not  a  curator,  no  doubt  because  his  calling  took 
him  too  much  from  home.  In  the  judicial  inventory  of  Sir  Alexander's  estate 
there  is  a  balance  due  to  "  Mr.  Wedderburne  who  is  supposed  to  be  Robert 
Wedderburne,  mariner"  (ib.),  and  soon  after,  18  March  1710,  he  got  a  decree  v. 
the  estate  for  the  amount  due  to  him  (D.Dec.  65).  He  was  in  Dundee  at  the  sale 
of  the  Blackness  library  in  the  same  month,  where  he  bought  one  book,  a  Choice 
Co/lection  of  Scots'  Poems  by  several  Hands  (M.P.  13),  but  went  abroad  again  soon 
after,  7  July  1711,  when  he  once  more  granted  a  factory  to  his  brother,  the  clerk 
(D.D.  81).  The  last  clear  mentions  of  him  as  living  are  dated,  4  Aug.  1714, 
when  he  is  on  an  inquest  at  Dundee  (D.Dec.  71),  and,  17  Jan.  1715,  when  he  is 
named  as  father's  kin  in  an  edict  of  curatory  by  young  Sir  John  (ib.  74),  but  he 
would  seem  to  have  also  been  living — for  he  would  otherwise  have  been  described 
as  deceased — in  1718,  when  his  name  occurs  as  one  of  Sir  John's  father's  creditors 
(M.P.  86  a),  and  if  an  entry  in  the  Dundee  Mortcloth  Dues,  1720-21  (see  below), 
refers,  as  appears  likely,  to  a  child  of  his,  .he  was  also  living  at  that  date  (D.M.D. 
47.)  After  this,  however,  there  is  no  mention  of  him  or  any  descendants  of  his  in  any 
of  the  records  which  I  have  examined,  so  that  his  line  would  seem  to  have  failed. 

He  married,'2  14  June  (after  contract  27  May)  1704  (D.M.  20),  Margaret 
Arnot,  daughter  of  John  Arnot,  notary,  burgess  of  Perth  (R.D.  279),3  who  is 
named  with  him,  2  Sept.  1706,  in  an  action  against  them  and  the  clerk  (D.B.R.  501 ). 
By  her  (the  date  of  whose  death  is  not  ascertained)  he  had  issue,  a  son  : — 

i  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  556  ;  M.P.  12-13,  67,  78,  86  a ;  D.B.R.  492,  501  ;  D.D.  49,  57,  67,  73,  81 ; 

D.Dee.  31,  55,  65,  71,  74  ;  D.R.S.  38  ab,  39-40  ;   D.M.D.  47  ;  R.D.  237,  279  ;  R.A.D.  154d;  D.M. 

20  ;  D.B.  28,  55,  59. 
"  At  either  Dundee  or  Perth,  for  the  event  is  registered  in  both  the  Dundee  and  the  Perth  Register,  in 

the  latter  of  which  the  entry  is,   "  1704   May   27-     In  presence  of  John  Mitchell,   elder,  Robert 

Wedderburne  in  the  parish  of  Dundee  and  Margarett  Arnott  in  this  parish   gave  up  their  names 

to  be  proclaimed  in  order  to  marriage.     Given  to  the  poor  £3  14.  0.     Married  14th  June  by  Mr. 

Robert  Anderson,  minister  of  Perth." 
s  This  is  a  bond  by  Robert  to  Elizabeth  Robertson,   daughter  of  the  late  William  Robertson,  burgess  of 

Perth,   in  corroboration  of   a  bond   (1702)   to  her  by  Robert's  father-in-law,    John  Arnot,  notary, 

burgess  of  Perth  (R.D.  279). 
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James  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Dundee  21  April  1705  (D.B.  55),  who  must,  Partm. 
I  think,  be  the  "Mr.  Wedderbuvn's  child"1  buried  in  Dundee,  1720-21  Cbap.v. 
(D.M.D.  47). 

3.  John  "Wedderburn  [1678 — 1751],2  afterwards  of  Idvies,  was  baptized  at  Dundee 
24  Aug.  1678  (D.B.  29).  No  wituesses  or  godparents  are  named  in  the  register, 
but  one  of  the  latter  was  his  maternal  uncle,  John  Davidson,  who,  before  going 
abroad  in  1680,  settled  (28  April)  a  thousand  merks  on  "  John  Wedderburn,  my 
goodson  and  son  of  James  Wedderburn,  clerk  of  ]  )undee,  and  Elizabeth  Davidson, 
his  spouse,  my  sister"  (R.D.  2.37).  He  was  himself  a  witness,  when  less  than 
three  years  old,  to  the  baptism  of  his  cousin  John,  son  of  his  uncle  Peter,  being 
expressly  named  in  the  register,  7  Feb.  1681,  as  "John  Wedderburn,  sou  of  James 
Wedderburn,  the  clerk"  (D.B.  34).  after  which  we  hear  nothing  of  him  till  1690, 
the  year  of  his  father's  death.  He  was  then  under  age,  and  with  his  brother 
Robert  got  curators  19  Oct.  1696  (D.B.R  492  ;  D.Dec.  31).  He  was  at  Dundee 
at  the  close  of  this  year,  being  named,  24' Nov.,  as  procurator  for  John  Scrymgeour 
of  Kirktoun  (D.P.B.  548),  but  went  abroad  in  about  June  of  the  year  following, 
when  he  and  his  brother  Robert  granted  (3,  28  June)  a  factory  to  their  brother, 
Alexander1,  before  leaving  home  (D.D.  49).  I  make  no  doubt  that  he  went  to  the 
University  of  Leyden.  where  "John  Wedderburn,  Scotus,"  graduated  4  May 
1700,8  as  though  he  was  at  home  15  Aug.  1699,  when  he  is  named  as  a  witness 
(F.S.  75),  he  granted  a  factory  to  his  brother,  26  March  1700,  and  went  abroad 
again  (D.D.  53).  After  this  he  returned  home  to  settle  in  Dundee,  where  he  was 
for  many  years  a  physician  of  considerable  eminence,  residing,  as  has  been  said 
(ante,  p.  246),  in  the  house  in  the  Nethergait  which  his  father  had  built.  He  is 
thenceforward  always  designed  "Doctor  of  Medicine"  or  "  physician  in  Dundee,'  e.g., 
when  a  witness,  3  March  1702,  to  the  baptism  of  his  brother  Alexander's  eldest 
son  John  (D.B.  49)  f  and  1 7  Aug.  1 703,  when  he  joined  with  his  brother  Robert  and 
his  sisters  in  granting  a  discharge  of  a  bond  (1696)  made  to  their  mother  and  them 
by  their  father's  eldest  brother  (D.D.  58).5 

He  was  one  of  the  tutors  to  young  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  third  baronet  of 
Blackness,  and  is  often  so  named,  1710-15,  in  the  Mounie  Papers  (M.P.  12,  75), 
in  which  he  is  also  mentioned  as  the  purchaser  of  some  eighteen  different  books  at  the 
sale  of  the  Blackness  library  in  March  1710(S.W.  13),  and  occasionally  as  attending 
to  the  health  of  Sir  John's  brother  and  sisters  (M.P.  58).  He  was  one  of  the  curators 
to  Sir  John,  chosen  by  him  17  Jan.  1715  (M.P.  76;  D.Dec.  74).  and  as  such  consented 
toabond"  granted  by  him  to  the  clerk,  12,  14  April  1715(R.A.D.  154/t):  is  named, 
28  Nov.  1716  (S.W.  551);  and  approved  of  his  sale  of  his  estate  (ante,  p.  240) 
in  1718  (S.W.  556;  M.P.  83,  84,  86  a;  F.S.  93). 

He  was  left  a  tutor  to  the  children  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk  in 
1713  (S.W.  541-42);  was  on  the  inquest  at  Forfar  for.  the  retour  of  his  eldest 
son,  Peter,  as  heir  to  him,  25  Feb.  1714  [ib.  54 3\  and  is  named  as  tutor  to  ftrizel 
Wedderburn,  1  Jan.  1718  (R.A.D.  150);  as  consenting  to  the  purchase  of  Baldovan 
by  David  Wedderburn  in  1727.  (D.Dec.  101);  and  as  discharged  of  his  trust  by 

1  I  think  it  is  most  likely  to  him,  but  it  may  refer  to  Margaret,  fifth  daughter  of  his  brother  Alexander, 
who  had  then  ceased  to  be  clerk  of  Dundee,  but  would  still  have  been  probably  so  designed,  cp. 
D.M.D.  45. 

-  Synopsis  of  Inferences :— S.vv.  541-43,  551",  556,  565,  567-68,  573,  575-77,  579  ;  Bl.  31-33.  52.  93  ;  M.P. 
12-13,  58,  75,  76,  78,  83-84,  86  a  ;  J.W.  4  c ;  D.P.B.  548,  568,  577,  595-96  :  D.B.R.  492.  512  ;  D.D. 
49,  53,  58,  94,  99,  110,  112-13,  115-16,  128,  131,  133  ;  D.Dec.  81,  55,  74,  101-2  ;  D.M.D.  55,  59  ; 
G.S.R.  142  ;  R.H.  37  ;  O.R.S.  66,  69  ;  F.S.  75,  81,  88,  93,  105,  116,  124-25  ;  R.D.  237,  343,  362,  364, 
378,  388  a  b.  401,  409  a  6  ;  R.A.D.  150,  1 54  h  ;  Br.T.  27  ;  D.B.  29,  34,  49,  53.  65  ;  Ed.M.  21. 

;l  See  Index  of  English-speaking  Students  at  Leyden,  by  Edward  Peacock,  F.S. A.  1883  (Index  Soc.  Pub].). 

J  He  also,  8  Aug.  1704,  witnessed  that  of  Alexander's  fourth  but  eldest  surviving  son,  .John,  afterwards 
fifth  baronet  of  Blackness  (D.B.  53),  as  well  as,  17  Aug.  1712,  that  of  John,  son  of  Alexander  Wedder- 
burn and  Grissell  Watson  (ante,  p.  228  ;  D.B.  65). 

5  See  for  slight  references  to  him,  7  July  1705,  on  two  inquests  (D.Dec  55);  30  Jan.  1707,  20  July  1713, 
witness  (FS.  81,  88)  ;  20  Aug.  1715,  witnesses  the  marriage  contract  of  his  niece  Elizabeth  and 
Alexander  Read  (Bl.  32) ;  20  June  1717,  witnesses  a  disposition  (D.D.  94)  ;  23  July  1735,  action  v. 
James  Man  (D.B.R.  512)  ;  11  Aug.  1739,  witnesses  the  marriage  contract  of  his  niece  Katharine  and 
David  Scrymgeour  of  Birkhill  (S.W.  568)  ;  13  Dec  1742.  bond  to  him  by  Robert  Fletcher,  younger 
of  Ballinschoe  (R.D.  362)  ;  15  June  1745,  claim  v.  him  by  William  Smith  and  others  (S.W.  577). 

*  The  doctor  himself  held  a  bond  on  the  estate  for  £666  13s.  4d.  (M.P.  78). 

2i 
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Part  in.  David  when  he  came  of  age,  5  May  1731   (S.W.  565).     So  again,  we  find  him  a 

Chap.  v.  trustee  for  the  creditors  of  his  relatives,  the  Campbells  of  Kethick,  when  then- 

estate  got  involved,  1738-50  (D.D.  116;  G.R.S.  69;  R.D.  388  ah;  and  see  ib.  378);  a 
tutor  of  Grizell,  daughter  of  John  Scott,  5  Feb.  1741  (D.D.  112),  who  later  brought 
an  action  against  him,  29  Nov.  1748,  21  .June  1749,  through  Robert.  Wedderbuni 
cf  Pearsie,  her  curator  and  his  nephew  (D.D.  115;  D.Dec.  102) ;  in  charge,  together 
with  Thomas  Ogilvy  of  Coull,  of  the  lands  of  I'itcur,  in  respect  of  which  they  both  got 
a  full  discharge  1741-42  (RD.  343);  and  a  curator  to  James  Crawford,  son  of 
the  late  Henry  Crawford  of  Monorgund,  up  till  11  Aug.  1744  (D.D.  113).1 

He  is  named,  28  June  1743,  as  a  witness  to  the  disposition  of  Blackness  by 
his  brother,  Sir  Alexander,  and  his  son,  to  Alexander  Hunter  of  Balskelly  (R.D. 
-"■564),  and  as  the  grantee  of  a  bond  (S.W.  576),  24  Sept.  1744,  by  his  nephew, 
Thomas  Wedderburn  in  Inverness  (post,  chap.  x.).  He  was  also  trustee  of  a  small 
sum  settled  under  a  bond  by  David  Wedderburn,  10  Aug.  1744, 2  on  Sir  Alexander, 
the  fourth  baronet,  his  wife,  and  their  grandchildren  (S.W.  573,  579),  and  as  such 
granted  a  discharge  for  the  interest  due,  13  June  1747  (S.W.  475). 

When  his  nephew,  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  was  about  to  suffer  for  his  share  in 
the  '45,  one  of  the  letters  written  by  him  the  night  before  his  execution  was 
addressed  to  his  uncle  the  Doctor,  whom  he  begs  to  concern  himself  on  behalf  of 
Lady  Wedderburn  and  her  children  (Bl.  52  ;  post,  chap,  vii.) ;  and  this  the  Doctor  no 
doubt  did  both  in  his  lifetime  and  at  his  death,  when  his  heir  was  his  nephew's 
eldest  son,  John  (see  below),  and  he  left  legacies  to  some  of  his  other  children. 

He  lived,  as  I  have  said,  for  many  years  in  Dundee,  in  the  house  which  had 
been  his  father's,  and  he  also  owned  other  property  there.3  In  1733,  however,  he 
purchased  from  Sir  James  Wood  of  Bonnytoun  and  others,  trustees  for  the  creditors 
of  the  late  David,  Earl  of  Northesk.  the  estate  of  Idvies  (R.D.  401),  situate  in  the 
parish  of  Idvie  or  Kirkdean,  co.  Forfar,  sasine  thereof  following  about  30  Sept. 
1736,  when  his  nephew  Robert  acted  as  notary  (F.S.  105).4  These  lands  and  the 
titles  to  them  are  fully  described  in  a  great  seal  entail  of  them  made  6  Aug.  176G 
(G.S.R.  142),  by  his  great  nephew  Sir  John  Wedderburn  in  Jamaica,  hj  whom 
they  had  then  been  inherited.  Dr.  Wedderburn,  no  doubt,  also  possessed  a  fair 
moveable  estate,  including  a  share  in  a  vessel,  the  "  Blessing  of  Dundee,"  which  is 
referred  to  4  Dec.  1741  (D.D.  110).  A  facsimile  of  his  signature  faces  p.  72  of  vol.  ii. 
(S.W.  542),  while  his  portrait  and  that  of  his  wife  are  at  Meredith,  in  the  possession 
of  Sir  William  Wedderburn.  He  died,  either  at  Idvies  or  in  Dundee,  3  July  1751, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee  (J.W.  4  c  ;  D.M.D.  55)  under  a  tomb 
bearing  an  inscription,  recording  his  age,  the  date  of  his  death,  his  amiable 
character,  and  professional  skill  (see  post,  the  chapter  on  the  Howff). 

After  his  death  his  great  nephew,  Sir  John,  is  named  as  his  heir,  e.g.,  5  March 
1752,  when  he  discharges  by  his  factor  a  bond  (30  Nov.  1742)  granted  by  David 
Wedderburn  cf  Wedderburn  to  the  doctor  (S.W.  567)  ;  14  May  1756,  when  he  grants 
a  factory  to  David  Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn  to  act  for  him  re  the  Campbells  of 
Kethick,  for  whose  creditors  the  doctor  had  been  trustee  (R.D.  378) ;  and  Feb.  1773, 
when  he  grants  a  discharge  of  a  bond  due  to  the  doctor's  estate  by  the  Campbells 
(ib.  431 );  and  1  May  1 758,  when  he  is  served  heir  general  to  his  great  uncle,  (R.H.  37), 
who  is  then  named  in  connection  with  Sir  John's  heirship  of  Idvies  (D.P.B.  595-96  ; 
G.S.R  142;F.S.  1  24-25),  and  of  the  house  in  Dundee  (D.D.  128,  131).  I  have  not 
found  the  record  of  Dr.  John  Wedderburn's  will,  but  there  are  references  to  legacies 
which  were  left  by  him  to  his  nephew,  Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie  (D.D.  133) 
and  to  his  great  niece,  Agatha  Wedderburn  (Bl.  33)  and  which  were  duly  paid 
by  Sir  John  (ib.). 

1  He  and  his  wife  are  also  named  in  the  family  register  of  Sir  John,  fifth  baronet  of  Blackness,  as  sponsors 

to  several  of  Sir  John's  children  (Bl.  92). 

2  He  is  named.  22  Sept.  1744,  in  a  letter  from  his  nephew  John  to  David  Scrymgeour  of  Birkhill  (S  W.  575). 

3  The  large  tenement  once  belonging  to  William  Watt  and  now  to  Dr.  John  Wedderburn  is  named  as  a 

boundary,  21  Nov.  1719  (D.P.B.  568). 
J  Meanwhile,  2  April,  1735,  he  had  got  a  bond  to  in f eft  him  in  the  lands  of  Letham  and  Newbigging  in 
warrandice  of  Idvies  (R.D.  409  a) ;  20  Dec.  1735,  a  renunciation  by  Mr.  John  Walkinshaw  of  S.  James' 
Westminster.  London,  of  a  charge  on  Idvies  (G.R.S.  6b')  ;  and  25  March  1736,  a  disposition  by  Lord 
Northesk's  creditors  of  a  (1683)  bond  (R.D.  409  4).  Sasine  of  the  warrandice  lands  was  not  registered 
till  1  Feb.  1749  (F.S.  116). 
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Dr.  Weddevburn  had  married  at  Edinburgh,  9  Jan.  1716  (after  proclamation  Partm. 
Jan.  1),  Margaret  Balfour,  relict  of  Henry  Eccles,  merchant  in  Edinburgh  (Ed.M.  chaP-  v- 
21).  She  was  the  daughter  of  his  first  cousin,  Margaret  Wedderburn,  who  married 
Andrew  Balfour,  and  an  account  of  her  and  her  mother  has  been  given,  ante,  p. 
236-37.  The  marriage  contract  was  postnuptial,  being  dated  19  Feb.  1720  (Bl.  31). 
She  died  without  issue  1764-65  and  was  buried,  with  her  husband,  in  the  Howff  of 
Dundee  (D  M.D.  59)  although  no  addition  was  made  to  the  inscription  on  his  tomb. 
Her  will  was  confirmed  at  Brechin,  1 0  April  1 765,  being  given  up  by  Robert  Wedder- 
burn of  Pearsie,  "  executor  dative  as  creditor  decerned."  The  confirmation  gives 
the  date  of  her  death  as  176 —  (Br.T.  27). 

4.  James  Wedderburn  [1679-96],  baptized  in  Dundee  29  Oct.  1679  (D.B.  32),  but 
died  just  after  his  father  and  was  buried  in  Dundee,  the  Mortcloth  Dues,  1695-96, 
recording  the  use  of  the  cloth  for  "James  Wedderburn,  clerk"  and  a  little  further 
down  for  "James  Wedderburn's  son"  (D.M.D.  26).  His  death  is  further  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  he  is  not  named  with  his- brothers  Robert  and  John  when  they 
choose  curators,  since,  had  he  been  alive,  he  would  have  made  a  similar  choice.  He 
was  buried,  no  doubt,  in  the  HowfF. 

The  seven  daughters  of  James  Wedderburn  and  Elizabeth  Davidsou  were, 

1.  Matilda  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Dundee  28  Sept.   1674    (D.B.   24)   but   died 

before  Whitsuntide  1675,  and  was  buried  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee,  the  Mortcloth 
Dues  for  Martinmas  1674  to  Whitsuntide  1675  recording  the  use  of  the  cloth  for 
James  Wedderburn's  child  (D.M.D.  7).  Her  parents  thus  gave  the  same  name  to 
another  daughter  born  in  1683. 

2.  Grissell  Wedderburn,1  baptized  in  Dundee  29  Dec.  1680  (DB.  33).     Pier  place 

as  second  daughter  of  her  father  is  shown  by  the  order — Robert,  John,  Grissell, 
Margaret,  etc — in  which  his  children  are  named  in  their  discharge,  17  Aug.  1703, 
to  their  uncle,  Blackness,  of  the  bond  granted  by  him  to  them  and  their  mother  in 
1696  (D.D.  58).  Grissell  is  there  named  as  wife  to  Thomas  Watson  of  Grange,  whom 
she  had  married  at  Dundee,  11  July  1700,  after  giving  up  of  their  names,  10  June 
(D.M.  17).  Their  marriage  contract,  dated  7  June  1700,  is  referred  to  in  a 
resignation  by  her  husband  to  her  in  implement  thereof,  dated  26  Sept.  1704, 
of  some  property  in  Dundee  once  that  of  Alexander  Tyrie  (D.D.  58),  of  which 
sasine  was  given  27  Sept.  (D.P.B.  556).  The  contract  is  also  named  in  a  sasiue 
by  virtue  of  it,  dated  7  June  1700  and  registered  29  Nov.  1704,  infefting  her  in  an 
annual-rent  during  her  mother's  life  and  in  a  further  sum  at  her  death  (F.S.  77). 
She  is  again  mentioned  23  July  1706,  when  she  stands  godmother,  at  Dundee,  to 
her  brother  Alexander's  daughter  Grissell  (D.B.  58)  and  is  last  named  in  1708,  when 
*  her  son  John  was  born  (see  below).     I  have  not  ascertained  the  date  of  her  death, 

but  there  is  a  decreet,  dated  18  Feb.  1719,  which  narrates  a  bond  of  8,  14  Feb. 
1704  as  granted  to  Margaret,  eldest  {i.e.,  eldest  surviving  at  the  date  of  registration) 
daughter  of  the  late  James  Wedderburn,  so  that  Grissell  died  1708-19.  Her  husband 
died  before  11  Nov.  1723,  when  his  eldest  .son  Thomas  was  retoured  heir  to  him 
(D.P.B.  vol.  280,  fol.  163-64,  orig.  record).  In  all  she  had  issue  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  all  of  them  baptized  at  Dundee,  viz.,  Thomas,  28  Aug.  1701  (born  26th) ; 
James,  15  Feb.  1704  ;  Alexander,  6  April  1707  ;  John,  24  July  1708  ;  Elizabeth, 
S  Oct.  1702  ;  Katharen,  16  May  1705  {Dundee  Parish  Register,  orig.  record,  s.  dd,).2 

3.  Margaret  Wedderburn.3     There  is  no  record  of  her  baptism  in   Dundee,  but 

having  regard  to  the  ages  of  her  brothers  and  sisters,  she  must  have  been  born  in 
1681-82,  as  she  was  next  in  age  to  her  sister  Grissell,4  born  Sept.  1680,  while  her 
next,  youngest  sister  was  born  in  June  1683.     She  married  (as  his  second  wife) 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— D.P.B.  556  ;  D.D.  58.  64  ;  F.S.  77,  D.M.  17  ;  D.B.  33,  58. 

-  Of  these  sons,  Thomas  married  Margaret  Clayhills  and  had  a  son,  Alexander,  baptized  in  Dundee,  3  Out. 
1732,  when  his  great  uncle,  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  stood  witness  ;  while  Alexander 
was  a  surgeon  and  married  Jean  Scrymgeour  by  whom  he  had  issue,  baptized  in  Dundee,  John,  22 
April  1735,  Alexander,  1  May  1737,  Margaret,  24  Feb.  1739,  and  Thomas,  4  Sept.  1740. 

:!  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  556;  Bl.  53,  56;  M.P.  86  a;  D.BR.  509  ;  D.D.  5S,  70;  D.Dec.  99  ; 
RAD.  154  ab  ;  D.B.  44,  66  ;  R.D.  330. 

*  J.W.  in  both  his  printed  memoir  and  his  MS.  places  Margaret  as  the  eldest  sister,  but  this  is  an  error. 
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Part  in.  John  Paterson  of  Craigie,    by  Perth,  but  neither  the  place  nor  the  date  of  the 

Chap.  v.  marriage  are  clearly  ascertained.     It  was  possibly  as  early  as  1 700,  but  probably  after 

August  1703,  and  certainly  before  13  June  1706.  The  date  is  not  clear,  because 
on  17  Aug.  1703  she  is  not  described  as  married  in  the  discharge  to  her  uncle 
Blackness  to  which  she  is  a  party,  although  her  sister  Grissell  is  described  as  "  wife 
of  Thomas  Watson  "  (D.D.  58)  from  which  it  would  appear  that  she  was  then 
unmarried.  On  the  other  hand  there  is  another  discharge  (D.D.  70)  13  June  1706 
by  her  husband,  John  Paterson  of  Craigie,  to  Sir  Alexander,  second  baronet  of 
Blackness,  of  a  bond  by  the  late  Sir  John  to  his  sister  Margaret,  relict  of  Patrick  Kyd 
of  Craigie,1  which  Patrick's  widow  had  assigned  (1704)  to  her  niece,  Margaret  Wed- 
derburn,  wife  of  John  Paterson  of  Craigie,  and  to  his  daughters,  Margaret,  Jean,  and 
Agnes  Paterson,  her  grand-nieces.  Of  course,  if  these  three  daughters  were  her 
daughters  their  mother  must  have  been  married  before  1703,  but  they  may  have  been 
his  daughters  only,  as  he  was  first  married  to  Margaret  Kyd,  who  is  named  as  his  wife 
29  Oct.  1690,  when  she  witnesses  a  baptism  at  Dundee  (D.B.  44)  and  who  was,  no 
doubt,  the  daughter  (b.  1669)  of  William  Kyd  and  Jean  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  214). 
Thus  all  the  children  of  John  Paterson  of  Craigie,  by  whichever  wife,  would  be 
grand-nieces  of  Margaret  Wedderburn,  relict  of  Patrick  Kyd.3  She  is  named 
17  May  1713,  when  she  was  name-mother  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  her  brother 
Alexander  (D.B.  66)  and  may  be  the  Marion  (Mariot,  Margaret?)  Wedderburn, 
party  with  her  husband  (whose  name  is  not  given)  to  an  action  in  Dundee,  8  March 
1719  (D.B.R.  509). 3  She  is  also  named  in  a  decree  v.  Margaret  Wedderburn,  Lady 
Craigie,  dated  9  July  1743,  (D.Dec.  99).  I  have  not  ascertained  the  date  or  place 
of  either  her  death  or  that  of  her  husband,  but  she  was  living  24  May  1747,  when 
Sir  John  Wedderburn,  writing  from  Jamaica  to  his  sister  Margaret,  desires  his 
"compliments  to  Aunt  Craigie  "  (Bl.  58).  J.W.  in  his  MS.  says  that  her  husband 
showed  much  kindness  to  the  Blackness  family  in  the  trouble  of  the  '45,  at  which 
date  he  must  have  been  well  on  in  years,  and  I  think  that  it  was  more  likely  his  son 
James,  who  then  befriended  the  family,  and  that  it  is  he  and  not  his  father  to 
to  whom  one  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn's  last  letters  is  addressed  (Bl.  53)  and  who  is 
referred  to  in  Sir  John's  farewell  letter  to  his  eldest  son  bidding  him  "  take  care 
and  please  Mr.  Paterson"  (Bl.  54).* 
4.  Matilda  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Dundee  11  June  1683  (D.B.  37)  and  was  living 
19  Aug.  1703,  when  she  was  a  party  to  the  discharge  of  her  uncle  Blackness,  utsup. 
(D.D.  58).  I  find  no  other  mention  of  her,5  and  J.W.  is,  no  doubt,  correct  in  saying 
that  she  died  unmarried. 

1  Thus  there  were  two  Margaret  Wedderbums,  aunt  and  niece,  both  called  "  Lady  Craigie,"  so  that  the 

former  is  sometimes  called  Lady  Craigie  elder  (D.Dec.  39). 

2  It  is  not  clear  whether  she  is  named  as  his  wife  in  a  bond  for  1,800  merks,  dated  8,  14  July  1704,  though 

she  is  clearlv  so  named  when  she  assigns  it,  2  April  1711,  with  her  husband's  consent,  to  Sir  David 
Thrieplaud  'of  Fiugask  vS.W.  558  ;  R  A.D.  154  b). 
1  She  is  mentioned  as  a  creditor  of  the  second  and  third  baronets  of  Blackness  in  a  list  of  their  debts, 
1718  (M.P.  86  a). 

4  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  out  a  complete  list  of  Margaret  Wedderburn's  children,  of  whom  there 

were,  T  believe,  several.  Of  these  one  was  Grizel  Paterson,  who  writes  a  letter  to  her  cousin 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  on  the  occasion  of  his  execution  (Bl.  56  ;  orig.  at 
Craigflower;.  and  is  named  in  the  letters  home  from  Jamaica  of  Sir  John  and  his  brother,  James 
Wedderburn,  in  1747.  Another  was  the  above-named  son  James,  who  granted  a  factory  to  Robert 
Wedderburn,  29  Aug.  1729  (R.D.  330)  and  is  the  Dr.  Paterson  in  Jamaica  also  named  in  the  letters 
of  Sir  John  (post,  chap.  viii).  This  Dr.  Paterson  married  a  daughter  of  Oliphant  of  Bachilton  and 
Carpow  (near  Abernethy,  Perth),  and  bought  from  his  wife's  brother  the  latter  property.  He  died, 
lEt.  85,  13  June  1793,  leaving  issue  besides  two  daughters  (Margaret,  m.  Col.  Drummond  of  Gair- 
drum  and  d.s.p  ,  and  Elizabeth,  d.  unm.),  a  son,  James  Paterson,  d.  4  April  1824,  having  married 
(1805)  Jane  Hay,  daughter  of  James  Balfour  Hay  of  Leys,  Randerstone  and  Mugdrum,  by  whom 
(d.  1865)  he  had  issue  (besides  two  sous,  James,  d.  set.  14,  and  John.  d.  inf.,  and  three  daughters, 
Elizabeth,  Helen  Skene,  and  Margaret  Drummond,  who  d.  unm.,  1868,  1897,  1891)  a  son  and  two 
daughters,  viz.,  Catharine  (d.  1890)  m.  Sir  William  Dunbar  of  Mochrum,  Bart.,  and  Jane  Hay  (d. 
1873),  m.  Hon.  John  Rollo,  both  of  whom  had  issue.  The  son,  Peter  (d.  June  1865),  married  Marianne, 
daughter  of  Lord  Elibank,  by  whom  he  had  issue  two  sons,  1,  Edmund  Paterson  Balfour  Hay, 
now  of  Carpow,  Leys,  Randerstone  and  Mugdrum  (unmarried  1897)  and  2,  Peter  (m.  Amy  John- 
stone and  has  issue  two  daughters.  Amy  Charlotte  and  Mary  Margaret),  and  three  daughters, 
Jane  Hay,  d.  1857,  Marianne,  unm.  1897,  and  Charlotte  Emily  de  Haya,  d.  1879.  The  account  of 
the  Carpow  family  in  Burke"s  Landed  Gentry  is  inaccurate. 

5  A  Matilda   Wedderburn  who  witnessed  a  baptism  at  Dundee  20  Oct.  1702  may  be  she  or  her  aunt, 

Mrs.  Brisbane,  ante,  p.  215.     {Dundee  Parish  Register,  orig.  record,  s.d.) 
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5. 


6. 


Rachell  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Dundee  11 
between  April  and  Michaelmas  1689  (D.M.D.  21). 
bond  by  her  uncle  Blackness,  18  Nov.  1696  (D.D. 

Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Dundee  21 
living  18  Nov.  1696,  being  one  of  the  grantees  of 
but  is  expressly  stated  to  have  died  between  its  d; 

17  Aug.  1706  (D.D.  58).     She  is  thus  identified 
who  is  named  in  the  Mortcloth  Dues  as  buried  in 

Jean  Wedderburn,   baptized  in  Dundee  16  Dec. 

18  Nov.  1696,  as  she  is  not  named  in  the  bond 
reference  has  so  often  been  made. 


Nov.    1684  (D.B.  38),  and  died  Part  in. 
Thus  she  is  not  named  in  the  chaP-  v- 

58). 

Sept.  1686  (D.B.  41).  She  was 
the  bond  by  her  uncle  Blackness, 
:ite  and  the  date  of  its  discharge, 

with  the  Elizabeth  Wedderburn 
Dundee  1701-2  (D.M.D.  30). 

1689  (D.B.  43),  and  died  before 
of  her  uncle  Blackness,  to  which 


Pedigree  showing  descent  from  James  Wedderburn  and  Elizabeth  Davidson.      Chaps,  v. 


James  Wedderburn,  second  surviving  son  of= 
Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness  (ante.  p.  200),  b. 
1649,  d.   1696,  clerk  of  Dundee  1675-96. 


^Elizabeth,  daur.  of  Robert 
Davidson  of  Balgay.  She 
m.  1673,  andd.  1702-3. 


Alexander=j=Kathariue,      Robert=f=Margaret,    JohnWed-=Margaret,  James 


Wedder- 

daur. of 

burn,    b. 

John  Scott, 

1764, 

b.   1680,  m. 

bought 

1697  and  d. 

Blackness 

1761-62. 

1718;  suc- 

ceeded as 

fourth 

baronet 

1723. 

Wed- 
der- 
burn, 
b.1680, 
d.17— ? 


1 .  JamesWed- 
derburn,  b. 
1698,  d. 
1698-99. 

2.  John  Wed- 
derburn, b. 
and  d.  1702. 

3.  Alexander 
Wedderburn, 
b.   1703,    d. 
1707-8. 


daur.  of 
John  Ar- 
not  of 
Perth, m. 
1704. 


James  Wedder- 
burn, b.  1705,  d. 
1720-21. 


derburn, 
physician 
in  Dundee, 
b.  1678,  d. 
s.p.  1751. 


daur.  of 
Andrew 
Balfour, 
m.1716; 
d.  1764- 
65. 


Wed- 
der- 
burn, 
b.1619, 
d.1696. 


4.   John 
Wedder-  ■ 
burn,  b. 
1704, 
after- 
wards 
fifth  bar- 
onet of 
Black- 
ness. 

Chaps,  vii. 
and  viii. 


5.  Robert 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1708, 

afterwards 
of  Pearsie. 


Chap.  ix. 


7.  Thomas 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1710, 

afterwards 
of  Cantra. 


Chap.  x. 


1 

8.  Alex- 
ander 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1718,  d. 
1789-90, 
unm. 


1.  Eliza- 
beth, b. 
1699,  m. 
1715, 
Alexan- 
der Read 
of  Turf- 
beg. 

4- 


1.   Matilda,  b. 
1674,d.l674-5. 

4.  Matilda,  b. 

1683,  d.  unm. 

5.  Rachael,  b. 

1684,  d.  16S9. 

6.  Elizabeth.b. 
1686,d.l701-2. 

7.  Jean,    b. 
1689,  d.  bef. 
1696. 


2.  Christian,    b. 
1700,  d.  1707-8. 

3.  Grissell,   b. 
1706,  d.  1726-30, 
m.   James   Gra- 
ham of  Meathie, 
s.p.       — 

4.  Katharine,  b, 
1711,  d.  1712-13. 

5.  Margaret,    b. 
1713,  d.  1720-21. 


2.  Grissell, 
b.  1680,  m. 
Thomas 
Watson  of 
Grange. 

nU 

3.  Margaret, 
b.   1681-82. 
m.   John 
Paterson  of 
Craigie. 

4- 


1 

6.  Katharine, 

b.    1715,   d. 

1796,  m. 

David 

Scrymgeour 

of  Birkhill. 

The  Scrym- 
geour- Wed- 
derburns  of 
Wedderburn 
(ante,p.l75). 


6.  Alexander 
Wedderburn, 
b.   1709,   d. 
1716-17. 


7.   Mary,  b.  1716, 
d.  1722-23. 


TAUT     III. 

Chapter   VI. 

Part  in.   Sir  Alexander,  (eldest  son  of  James    Wedderburn),    fourth  baronet  of  Blackness 
Chap.  vi.  AJfD  CLERK  0F  Dundee,  b.   1645,  r>.   1744,  and  his  family. 

With  an  account  of  Ms  share  in  the  '15.     See  pedigree  at  p.  253. 

Alexander  Wedderburn1  [1675 — 1744],  eldest  son  of  James  Wedderburn  and 
Elizabeth  Davidson,  and  afterwards  (1723)  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness,  was  born  4  Nov. 
(Bl.  11)  and  baptized  in  Dundee  13  Nov.  1675  (D.B.  26).  lie  is  then  named  as  a  witness, 
when  just  over  three  years  of  age,  to  the  baptism  of  his  cousin  Alexander  (son  of  his  uncle 
Peter)  30  Nov.  1678  (ib.  30), 2  after  which  there  is  no  reference  to  him  for  some  years.  In 
1685  his  father,  as  we  have  seen  (ante,  p.  246),  applied  to  the  burgh  council  of  Dundee  to 
appoint  Alexander  conjunct  clerk  with  him  for  his  life  and  to  succeed  him  on  his  death, 
and  after  considering  the  matter  on  two  occasions  (Feb.  10,  17)  the  council,  March  1, 
thought  the  request  "most  reasonable  and  do  receive  Alexander  to  be  their  clerk  after  his 
father's  death,  and  ordain  a  gift  of  the  clerkship  to  be  drawn  out  in  his  favour,  subject  to 
their  right  to  choose  their  own  depute  during  his  minority,  if  his  father  should  die  during 
it"  (D.C  B.  136)  and  this  gift  was  duly  ratified  (D.G.R.  11).  He  matriculated  at 
S.  Andrew's  in  1690  (S.A.R.  36)  and  two  years  later  was  a  writer  in  Dundee,  being  so 
designed  23  Aug  1692,  and  on  other  occasions  (D.P.B.  54 1)  when  he  acts  as  witness  or 
attorney,  e.g.,  Feb.-Nov.  1693  (D.D.  43);  4  May  1693  (D.C.  82)  ;  in  a  decree  for  him 
21  May  1694  (D.Dec  24)  ;  an  action  by  him,  30  March  1695  (D.B.K.  491)  ;  and  a  cogni- 
tion which  he  witnessed,  1  Jan.  1696  (D.C.  83).  He  was  admitted  a  notary  18  Jan.  1695, 
the  record  describing  him  as  "  son  of  James  Wedderburn,  clerk  of  Dundee,"  and  as 
twentjr-one  years  of  age,  although  strictly  he  was  only  in  his  twenty-first  year  (Reg.  Adm. 
Not.,  vol.  xvi.).3  His  father  died  in  January  of  the  following  year,  ami  soon  after 
(10  Feb.)  he  was  served  heir  to  him  (D.C  B.  141  ;  D.Dec.  29  ;  R.H.  28)  ;4  and  was  also  at 
once,  14  Jan.,  appointed  to  succeed  him  (D.C.B.  140)  in  accordance  with  the  gift  of  1685, 
after  which  he  is  constantly  named  as  clerk  of  Dundee.  Several  of  the  volumes  of  the 
Dundee  Records  are  his  books.  Thus  he  continued  his  father's  protocol  book  (vol.  278),  the 
first  of  his  sasines  in  it  being  dated  16  Jan.  1696,  and  bearing  his  notarial  svmbol  and 
motto,  "  Sit  Deo  Gloria  "  (D.P.B.  547).  Vol.  279  is  also  his  and  runs  from'  1693  till 
1715,  when,  as  we  shall  see,  his  share  in  the  Jacobite  rising  of  that  year  led  to  his 
ceasing  to  be  clerk  of  Dundee.  Vols.  9,  10,  12-14  of  the  Dundee  Deeds,  covering  the 
years  1697 — 1715.  are  also  his,  and  from  the  title  page  of  one  of  them  (vol.  12)  it  appears 
that  he  was  at   one  time  constable  depute  of  Dundee.3     Of  the  Dundee  Decreets,  again, 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  506,  509-9  a,  519-21,  525,  530-31,  537-38,  541-42,  549,  551.  556,  558-59, 
561.  565-66,  568,  571,  573,  575.  579-81,  589,  592-93,  615,  643.  717,  719-20  ;  Bl.  11,  19,  32,  65.  93  ; 
M.P.  6  scqq..  12-13,  23,  67,  75-78,  S6  a  :  J.W.  Sdef:  S.A.R.  36  :  DC.  72,  82-S6,  88,  90-96  ;  D.L.B. 
61  ;  D.P.B.  544,  547,  549-55,  574,  576,  581  :  vols.  275.  278-79  ;  D.B.K.  491,  496,  501.  507,  519,  522  ; 
D.C.B.  90,  136,  140-44,  147-49,  151,  154,  165-66,  170-84,  188-91  ;  D.D.  43,  46,  49,  52  »,  53,  55,  62, 
67-8,  73.  77-78,  81,  86,  S3,  91-93,  95-96,  102,  104,  113,  123-25  ;  vols.  9,  12-14,  20  ;  D.Dec.  24.  29-30, 
32,  40,  42,  46,  49,  64-65,  70,  73,  74,  77,  82-84,  87.  95,  97-9S,  101  ;  vols.  2-7  ;  H.C.  1-5  ;  vol.  1  ;  D.G.R. 
11  :  D.M.D.  54,  58  ;  G.S.R.  136-38,  140,  142  ;  R.H.  28  ;  G.R.S.  73  ;  F.S.  75,  78-S0,  82-85,  87,  91-94, 
97.  99,  101,  103-4,  106-7,  109,  112-13,  115, 120,  126  ;  R  D.  242,  246-47,  255,  256  a  b  c,  266-68,  270  a  b, 
275,284-85.290-91,  294-95  ab,  303,  308,  310,  312-14,  318,  320-21,  323-24,  328-29.  331,  333,  336, 
M0  a  be,  341,  '6i2bcdjhi,  349,  354  a  b.  364,  416-17;  K.A.D.  125-27,  137,146,149-51,154-55.157-59, 
162,  164-67,  172  ;  Br.T.  18-20  ;  D.M.  16  ;  D.B.  26,  30,  45-47,  49-50,  53,  58-62,  64,  66,  69-70  ;  Reg. 
Adm.  Not.,  vol.  16. 

-  His  name  occurs  in  all,  as  witness  or  godfather,  on  some  sixteen  occasions,  1696 — 1737.  e.g.,  18  May  1711, 
when  he  is  namefather  to  Alexander,  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Margaret  Watson  (D.B.  62  ; 
ante,  p,  226). 

3  This  record  is  among  the  public  records  at  H.M's  Register  House,  Edinburgh. 

4  He  was  also  his  executor  and  gave  up  his  will,  5  April  1704  (Br.T.  19),  as  he  did  that  of  his  uncle  Alex- 

ander (ante,  p.  218)  11  Oct.  in  the  same  year  {ib.  20). 
•'  His  name  sometimes  occurs  on  the  title  pages  of  volumes  in  the  Dundee  Records,  which  are  not  his  or  of 
his  time,  but  which  were  long  in  his  keeping  (,see  post,  p.  257)  and  which  he  regarded  as  his  property. 
See  e.g.,  D.  I'.B.  vol.  275. 


SIR     ALEXANDER,     FOURTH     BARONET     OF     BLACKNESS.        255 

vol.  2  is  partly  and  vols.  3-6  are  entirely  his,  while  vol.  7  was  begun  by  him,  and  continued  Part  in. 
until  he  was  interrupted  by  the  affairs  of  the  '15.  Yet  another  volume,  the  first  of  five  GllaP-  VI- 
relating  the  chartulary  of  the  barony  of  the  Hiltoun  of  Dundee,  of  which  he  was  clerk,  is 
also  his  (D.C.H.  1).  Facsimiles  of  his  notarial  symbol  (D.C.  84;  D.P.B.  547)  will  be 
found  at  p.  187  of  vol.  ii.  ;  of  his  signature  opp.  pp.  72  and  192  (S.W.  542,  56S  ;  D  C. 
82-83)  ;  while  a  family  register  in  his  hand  and  a  complete  letter  of  his  are  also  reproduced 
at  pp.  94  and  116  of  the  same  volume. 

The  references  to  him  in  connection  with  family  affairs  are  very  numerous.  Thus  he 
was  repeatedly  factor  for  his  two  brothers,  Robert  and  John  Wedderburn,  in  their  absence 
abroad,  e.g.,  3,  28  June  1697,  1  Jan.  1698,  26  March  1700,  14  Feb.  1706,  15  July  1708, 
and  7  July  1711  (D.D.  49,  53,  67,  73,  81);  as  well  as  for  his  cousin,  Alexander,  the 
mariner,  (ante,  p.  226)  28  June  1699  (D.B.R.  496),  and  for  Sir  Alexander,  second 
baronet  of  Blackness,  from  whom  he  had  factories  to  uplift  the  rents  of  Blackness 
and  Logic,  24  April  1706,  11  Nov.  1707  (D  D.  68),  and,  11  June  1709,  an  authority  to 
sign  a  contract  for  him  with  the  town  of  Dundee  (D.D.  77).  Sir  Alexander  also 
nominated  him  one  of  the  tutors  to  his  children  3  Jan.  1710  (D.D.  78),  and  thus  it  was 
that  on  his  death  the  clerk  had  to  take  over  the  management  of  the  estate  of  Blackness, 
and  to  deal  with  the  difficulties  in  which  it  was  involved.  Of  these  sufficient  account  has 
already  been  given  (ante,  pp.  239-40,  243-44)  and  they  may  be  studied  in  detail  in  the 
Mounie  Papers  (post,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  115-40)1  wdiich  consist  mainly  of  letters  on  the  subject 
from  the  clerk  to  one  of  his  colleagues,  George  Seton.  It  is  a  facsimile  of  one  of  these 
letters,  dated  19  Jan.  1710,  which  faces  p.  116  of  vol.  ii. 

He  was  also  one  of  the  tutors  testamentar  to  the  children  of  Alexander  Wedderburn 
of  that  ilk  (ante.  pp.  161  seqq.),  being  so  named  in  his  will  4  Nov.  1713  (S.W.  541-43),  in  a' 
decree  in  an  action  by  Grissell,  his  daughter,  1  Jan.  1718  (R.A.D.  1501),  and  in  her 
brother  David's  purchase  of  Baldovan  in  1727  (D.Dec.  1 01  ),2  and  discharge  of  his  tutors 
and  curators,  5  May  1731  (S.W.  565). :s 

He  was  clerk  of  Dundee  for  over  twenty  years,  viz.,  from  his  father's  death  in  1696 
to  his  own  deposition  from  the  office  in  1717.  Between  these  dates  he  is,  of  course, 
repeatedly  named  as  clerk,  but  the  majority  of  such  references  to  him  relate  to  the 
affairs  of  the  town,  and  do  not  add  to  our  knowledge  of  himself.4  Among  his  servitors  or 
apprentices  as  writers  were,  1696-99,  David  Spalding  of  Corrydown  (R.D.  242,  247),  and, 
16i)9— 1700,  James  Wedderburn,  son  of  his  uncle  George,  ante,  p.  220  (D.P.  Ii.  550,  552). 
He  was,  no  doubt,  very  active  in  the  exercise  of  his  office,  and  was  thus,  21  Sept.  1699, 
also  appointed  clerk  to  the  Barony  of  Hiltoun  (D.C.B.  144),  and  thereupon,  26,  28  Sept., 
took  the  necessary  oaths  of  allegiance  to  William  of  Orange  (D.Dec.  40),5  as  he  did, 
18  Sept.  1702,  to  Queen  Anne  (ib.  49).  He  also  had  been  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee, 
by  his  father's  privilege,  5  Nov.  1700  (D.LB.  61). 

Being  thus  the  seventh  of  his  name  and  family  who  had,  practically  without  a  break,1' 
held  the  office  of  clerk  from  1557  on,  he  perhaps  inclined  to  regard  the  office  as  an  absolute 
right,  and  unsuccessfully  claimed,  under  the  above  gift  of  the  office,  March  1685,  the  power 
to  appoint  and  discharge  his  own  deputy.  The  matter  is  referred  to  4,  11  May  1 703,  when 
he  claims  this  right  of  the  council,  who  got  out  of  the  difficulty  by  some  of  those  present 
withdrawing,  so  as  to  avoid  a  quorum  (D.C.B.  147-48).     It  would  seem  that  in  making  tills 

1  Other  references  to  the  clerk  re  Sir  John  will  be  found  S.W.  551  ;  D.D.  65,  74  :  R.A.D.  154  A. 

-  Later  on,  18  Dee  1739,  he  was  called  on  to  give  evidence  in  a  suit  by  David  v.  Guthrie  of  Clepington  for 
abstracting  the  multures  of  Baldovan  (K.A.D-  105). 

3  See  also  29  March  1696,  named  as  mother's  kin  to  Barbara  Brisbane,  ante,  p.  216  (D.Dec.  32);  1  March 
1700,  gives  up  the  will  of  Catharine  Man  (ante.  p.  222)  on  behalf  of  her  sous  (Br-T.  18)  ;  20  March 
1700,  factor  for  Grissell  Watson,  ante,  p.  22S  (D.Dec.  42)  ;  15  March  1704,  factor  for  Margaret 
Balfour,  ante,  p.  236  (D.D.  62)  ;  27  Feb.  1711,  witness  to  the  marriage  coutract  of  Rachel  Wedder- 
burn and  Gilbert  Stewart,  ante,  p.  161  (S.W.  538);  13  Feb.  1714,  father's  heir  to  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Robert  Fletcher  of  Ballinsohoe  (D.Dec.  70),  and,  11  Aug.  1744,  one  of  the  curators  to  James 
Crawford  of  Monorgan  (D.D.  213). 

."  See  e.(/.,  3  March  1696,  notary  (S.W.  506) ;  15  May  1696,  named  (D.Dec.  30)  ;  25  May  1696,  bond  pre- 
sented for  registration  by  his  servitor  (D.D.  46)  :  29  Dec.  1696,  notary  (S.W.  509  a)  ;  1696-99,  often 
named  re  burgh  affairs  (D.C.B.  143)  ;  1697 — 1700.  numerous  factories  to  him  (D.D.  52  n) ;  16  Aug. 
1697,  notary  (S.W.  519)  ;  8,  15  Oct.  1700,  named  (D.C.  72>:  13  Dec.  1700,  witness  (D.P.B.  554;  ; 
15  May  1701,  named  (D.C.  85);  9  Jan.,  27  March  1702,  5  Feb.  1704,  witness  (R.D.  255,  266-67)  ; 
11  May  1706,  signs  a  charter  (F.S.  78)  ;  1,  10  June  1706,  witness  to  two  charters  (S.W.  530-31)  . 
20  June  17"6,  signs  the  charter  of  Logie  on  disposition  by  the  town  of  Dundee  to  Sir  Alexander 
Wedderburn  of  Blackness  (F.S.  80  ;  14  Nov.  1709,  witnesses  abond  by  Sir  Alexander  (R.D.  284),  etc. 

5  In  the  next  year,  24  Sept.  1700,  he  signs  as  notary  for  various  persons  who  take  a  similar  oath  (D.Dec.  46). 

*  The  only  break,  if  it  can  be  so  called,  was  for  a  short  time  during  the  Protectorate  (ante,  pp.  204-5). 
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Part  in.  claim,  Wedderburn's  desire  was  to  get  rid  of  the  then  depute,  James  Ramsay,  who  had 
Chap.  m.  ^een  depute  jn  his  father's  time,  and,  as  Wedderburn's  senior  in  years,  was  perhaps  an 
unwilling  subordinate.  The  clerk  therefore  brought  an  action  against  James  Ramsay, 
to  remove  him  from  the  office,  the  proceedings  in  which  are  reported  in  Fountain- 
hairs  Diary  (ii.  186,  s.  16  July  1703)  Ramsay  asserted  that  he  held  his  office  from 
the  town  council  for  life,  and  was  only  removable  by  them  for  some  fault.  Wedder- 
burn  contended  that  "the  Wedderburns  had  for  fourteen  generations  been  clerks  of 
Dundee,  and  always  had  the  nomination  of  their  own  depute,  who  precariously  depended 
on  them  and  were  during  pleasure.7'  The  Lords,  16  July  1703,  sustained  Ramsay's 
defence,  and  found  him  not  removable  without  a  fault  (R.A.D.  126).1  The  clerk's  claim 
in  this  matter,  however,  did  not  affect  the  confidence  of  the  council  in  his  ability,  and  26 
March  1705  they  appointed  him  to  go  to  Edinburgh  and  "  advise  "  their  affairs  (D.C.  13.  151)  ; 
and  later  on,  6  July  1710,  we  find  him  in  fact  appointing  his  own  depute,  one  John 
Dick,  with  the  council's  consent  (D.C.B.  65). 2 

He  was  not,  however,  destined  to  long  retain  the  office  himself,  being  deposed  from 
it  by  the  Dundee  council  in  1717,  in  consequence  of  his  share  in  the  rising  of  '15  as  it 
affected  Dundee.3  On  24  Aug.  1714  he  had  been  compelled,  as  clerk,  to  take  the  oaths 
of  allegiance,  assurance  and  abjuration  to  King  George  of  Hanover  (D.Dec.  73),  but  it  is 
clear  that  his  principles  were  in  favour  of  the  absent  king. 

Thus  it  was  that  when,  on  Friday  Jan.  6  1716,  James  came  to  Dundee,  the  clerk  was 
amongst  those  who  rode  out  to  meet  him,  and  drank  at  the  Cross  to  the  success  of  his 
arms,4  while  some  days  later,  he  received  from  James  an  appointment  as  governor  of 
Broughty  Castle,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tay,  by  virtue  of  a  document,5  dated  from  Scoon 
on  Jan.  21,  in  the  following  terms  : — 

"  James  R. 

James,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Scotland,  England,  France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,- 
etc,  etc.,  to  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Alexander  Wedderburne,  Greeting.  We,  reposing  especial  trust 
and  confidence  in  your  loyalty,  courage  and  good  conduct,  doe  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  you.  the  said 
Alexander  Wedderburne,  to  be  Governor  of  Our  Castle  of  Broughty  and  Commander  of  Our  garrison  there. 

You  are  therefor  carefully  and  dilligently  to  discharge  the  duty  and  trust  of  Governor  and  Commander 
aforesaid  by  doing  and  performing  everything  that  belougs  thereunto  ;  and  also  by  duly  exercising  the 
inferior  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  said  Garrison  in  arms,  and  keeping  the  same  in  good  order  and  discipline. 
And  We  hereby  require  them  to  obey  you,  as  Our  Governor  and  Commauder,  and  yourself  to  observe  and 

1  Among  the  Edinburgh  Municipal  Records  are  three  printed  papers  in  this  action,  viz.,  (1)  Information 

for  Wedderbum  ;  (2)  Information  for  Ramsay  ;  with  (3)  a  Condescendance  of  Records  referred  to. 
Fountainhall's  report  fairly  summarizes  the  points  made.  The  "  fourteen  generations  "  must  be 
an  exaggerated  statement,  and.  at  any  rate,  rests  without  proof.  The  earliest  recorded  clerk  of 
Dundee  of  the  name  is  Alexander  Wedderburn,  appointed  to  succeed  Robert  Seres  (D.C.  25)  in 
Feb.  1557,  from  when  until  1715  the  office  was  continuously  held  by  seven  of  the  family.  Further 
"fourteen  generations  "  would  caiTy  us  back,  taking  20  or  25  years  to  a  generation,  to  1440  or  1275, 
and  in  a  Dundee  charter  (x.,i.,9),  dated  13  Sept.  1465,  being  a  letter  of  reversion  by  William  of 
Barry  to  the  town,  one  of  the  witnesses  is  John  Bele  (Bell),  common  clerk  of  Dundee." 

2  In  this  year,  16  Jan.  1710,  he  had  an  action  v.  the  flesher  trade  in  regard  to  the  perquisites  of  the  office, 

of  which  the  fleshers  had  to  supply  a  dozen  uolts'  tongues  (D.Dec.  64).  See  also  as  to  the  clerk's 
fees,   a  regulation  of  6  Sept.  1696  (D.CB   142). 

3  "Dundee  was  seriously  affected  during  the  rebellion  of  1715  and  the  Jacobite  leanings  of  the  magistrates 

were  openly  shown.  In  June  of  that  year  three  of  the  bailies,  the  treasurer,  and  a  leading  burgess 
were  found  guilty  of  disloyalty  "  having  drunk  to  the  health  of  James  VIII.  at  the  foot  of  Dundee 
Cross  and  thereafter  thrown  their  bottles  in  the  air."  The  leaders  of  the  Dundee  rebels  were 
amongst  the  first  to  insist  that  the  Pretender  should  come  immediately  to  Scotland,  and  though  his 
visit  was  long  delayed  he  made  his  most  affective  appearance  at  Duudee.  For  more  than  an  hour  he 
sat  on  horseback  beside  the  Cross  of  Duudee  receiving  the  congratulations  of  his  supporters.  Amongst 
these  was  Alexander  Wedderburn,  town  clerk  of  Dundee,  who  freely  presented  burgtss  tickets  to  the 
rebels  and  proclaimed  the  Pretender  at  the  Cross.  The  advent  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle  brought  about 
the  subjection  of  the  rebels  in  Dundee,  but  for  a  long  time  afterwards  the  Jacobite  feelings  smouldered. 
To  compel  public  testimony  in  support  of  the  Hanoverian  dynasty  the  magistrates  ordered  that  the 
Coronation  of  George  II.  in  1727  should  be  celebrated  with  great  pomp  and  directed  that  a  bonfire 
should  be  lighted  at  the  Cross,  while  the  main  streets  in  the  burgh  were  illuminated.  (A.  C.  Lamb's 
Old  Dundee  xi.  b.) 

J  There  is  a  good  account  of  the  '15,  as  it  touched  Dundee,  in  Maclaren's  (1874)  edition  of  Thompson's 
Histvry  »f  Dundee,  pp.  112-16.  The  provost  and  magistrates  in  office  at  the  time  of  the  rising  were 
mostly  loyal  Jacobites,  so  that  after  the  failure  of  James,  the  government  nominated  a  new  provost 
and  council  of  different  views.  It  was  this  body  that  deposed  Alexander  Wedderburn  from  the 
clerkship. 

5  The  original  of  this  document  is  not  in  the  Serymgeour-Wedderburn  charter  chest,  but  hangs  framed  at 
Birkhill.  It  is  here  quoted  from  the  copy  of  it  given  in  J.W.'s  MS.  1  he  "  James  if."  at  the  head  of 
the  document  is  in  James'  own  hand. 
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follow  all  such  orders,  directions,  and  commands  as  you  shall   from  time  to  time  receive  from  Us,  the  Part  III. 
Commander-iu-Chief  of  Our  Forces,  for  the  time  being,  or  from  Our  Governor  of  Dundee,  present  or  for  Chap.  VI. 
the  time  being  according  to  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  trust  hereby  reposed  in  you. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Scoon,  this  21st  of  January,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  Our  Reign  17t§-. 

By  His  Majesty's  Command, 

Mar. 
Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburne, 

Governor  of  Broughty  Castle." 

The  circumstances  of  the  clerk's  deposition  from  office  and  the  grounds  for  it  are  very 
fully  stated  in  the  Dundee  Records,  the  first  leaves  of  vol.  8a  of  the  Council  Books  being 
devoted  to  that  topic.     The  rising  being  over,  it  appears  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
burgh  gave  in  to  the  council  an  information  against  the  clerk  anent  his  carriage  during  the 
rebellion.     Upon  this  the  council,  26  April  1716,  appointed  a  committee  of  inquiry  (D.C.B. 
170)  who  reported  (1  May)  that  one  William  Gibb,  a  maltman,  informed  them  and  was  ready 
to  prove  that  the  clerk  had,  on  January  6,  "  accompanied  the  Earls  of  Mar  and  Marshall  and 
several  gentlemen  who  were  in  the  rebellion  to  the  councill  house  of  the  burgh,  where  they 
were  getting  a  treat  and  burgess  tickets,  and  acted  as  clerk,  as  well  then  as  at  the  rouping 
of  the  petty  customs  under  those  who  acted  as  magistrates  in  the  rebellion ;  and  that  he 
went  to  the  cross  with  the  rebels  at  some  of  their  solemnities;  went  out  and  met  the  pretender 
at  his  coming  to  the  town  ;  and  collected  the  excise  the  time  of  the  rebellion  for  behoof  of 
the  rebels"  (ib.  171).     A  week  later,  8  May,  two  incriminating  burgess  tickets  signed  by 
the  clerk  in  favour  of  James,  Earl  of  Tinmouth,  and  Col.  Francis  Bulkeley  were  produced 
(ib.  172)  and,  after  ordering  the  information  of  W.  Gibb  to  be  put  into  writing,   the 
council  cited  the  clerk  to  appear,  and  in  addition,  sent  a  representative,  Thomas  Dowie,  to 
Edinburgh  to  consult  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  on  the  matter  (ib.  173-75).     In  neither  of 
these  proceedings  were  they  very  successful,  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  replying,  28  July,  that 
"  it  was  not  proper  for  him  to  give  advice,  but  the  town  might  do  as  they  thought  proper 
with  their  own  servants,"  while  the  clerk,  although  repeatedly  cited,  took  no  notice  of  the 
citation  (ib.  176-77).     Thereupon,  9  Aug.,  upon  the  written  information  of  William  Gibb  and 
the  two  burgess  tickets,  and  also  because  "  Mr  Wedderburn  is  both  sheriff  depute  and 
sheriff  clerk  of  Forfar,  which  the  council  reckoned  to  be  inconsistent  to  be  in  one  person 
with  the  clerkship  of  Dundee,  because  of  the  difference  betwixt  the  burgh  and  the  shire 
anent  their  jurisdictions,"  and  also  because  "he  had  refused  to  come  to  the  council  when 
cited  in  respect  of  which  the  council  found  him  culpable  "  they  depose  him  from  being- 
clerk  of  Dundee  and  of  the  barony  of  Hilltoun,"  (ib.  178)  and  pass  an  act  to  that  effect  (D.C. 
88)  which  they  ratified  8  Oct.,  when  they  appointed  one  George  Duncan  clerk  in  his  stead 
(D.C.B.  179).     They  do  not,  however,  seem  to  have  been  quite  comfortable  as  to  the  legality 
of  their  action,  as  eight  months  later,  9  April  1717,  bailie  Yeaman  calls  in  question  the  pro- 
ceedings upon  the  ground  that  though  he  had  no  doubt  Wedderburn's  disloyal  behaviour 
justified  the  demission,   still  the  information  ought  to  have  been  laid  "  on  facts  more 
heinous,"  and  the  whole  cognosced  upon,  and  "  lest  it  might  afterwards  be  pretended  that 
Mr.  Wedderburne  had  been  removed  upon  too  slender  grounds,"  he  proposed  that  he 
should  be  cited  anew  to  hear  trial  taken  of  other  facts.     This  was  done  and  the  evidence 
thus  given,  9-22  April,  is  preserved  among  the  Dundee  papers  (D.C  90).     There  was  little 
new  proved,  except  by  a  shoemaker,  William  Maiden,  who  said  that  he  had  seen  the  clerk 
"  upon  the  cross  with  the  rest,  with  a  glass  in  his  hand,  saw  him  drink  and  throw  the  glass 
over  the  cross"  (ib.).     As  before  Wedderburn  refused  to  appear  and  he  was  again  found 
culpable  (D.C.  92)  and  deposed,   the  council  ordaining  a  process  to  be  raised  before  the 
Lords  of  Council  and  Session  for  a  declaration  that  such  deposition  was  just  and  legal  (ib. 
180-81),  and  obtaining  a  decree  28  Dec.  1717  (D.C.  91,  93  ;  R.A.D.  149). 

Although  thus  deposed  from  the  office  of  clerk,  he  refused  to  give  up  to  the  town  the 
books  and  papers  which  were  in  his  custody,  and  it  was  long  before  the  town  succeeded  in 
getting  them  from  him.  In  Feb.  1718  they  raised  a  process  and  got  a  decreet  against  him 
for  the  delivery  of  the  documents  (D.C.  93;  D.C.B.  182-83  ;  R.A.D.  151),  but  the  action 
seems  to  have  grown  stale  and  it  was  not  till  26  Oct.  1741  that  the  council  took  steps  to* 
enforce  the  decreet  (D.C.B.  190)  with  the  result  that,  18  Feb.  1742,  the  then  clerk 
reported  that  "  he  had  now  got  from  Blackness  the  haill  papers  that  were  in  his  hands 
belonging  to  the  town  "  (ib.  191).  Meanwhile  we  find  him,  22  June  1727,  among  those 
compelled  to  sign  the  proclamation  at  Dundee  of  the  accession  of  George  II.,  and,  6  May 
1736,  he  was  one  of  those  invited  by  the  council  to  the  town  house  and  the  cross  to  drink 
a  health  on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  marriage  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  (ib.  184). 

2  K 
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Part  in.  The  loss  of  the  clerkship   of  Dundee  did  not  affect  Wedderbum's  other  offices  as 

Chap.  \  i.  snel.iff  clerk  0f  Forfar  and  as  collector  of  excise.  I  have  not  examined  the  records  in  the 
town  house  of  Forfar,1  and  thus  cannot  give  the  date  of  his  appointment.  J.W.  in  his 
MS.  says  that  he  was  so  elected  in  1717,  but  this  is  certainly  an  error,  as  he  is  often 
so  named  many  years  earlier,  e.g.,  17  June  1708  (F.S.  79),  as  well  as  later,  e.g.,  8  May, 
28  Aug.  1717  (F.S.  72  ;  R.D.  417) ;  30  April  1718  (D.Dec.  77)  ;  7  Dec.  1719  (D.D.  88) ; 
10  Sept.  1720  (F.S.  93);  18  Aug.  1722  (D.C.  94).  The  last  mention  I  have  of  him 
as  sheriff  clerk  is  dated  3  Nov.  1729  (F.S.  103),  and  he  was  ultimately  succeeded 
in  the  office  by  his  son,  Robert,  who  is  often  so  designed  (post,  chap,  ix  ).  He  was 
also  a  collector  of  excise,  though  here  again  I  have  no  date  of  his  appointment.  In 
one  of  his  letters  to  George  Seton,  4  Jan.  1711,  he  speaks  of  "taking  horse  for  my  rout 
of  excise"  (M.P.  32)  and  he  is  named  as  collector  in  two  bonds,  30  July,  21  Aug.  1716 
(R.D.  295  a  b).  Here  again  he  stood  out  for  his  rights  and  was  defender  in  a  process  for 
his  refusal  to  give  out  extracts  except  on  payment  of  the  customary  fee  (D.C.B.  188). 
Other  mentions  of  him,  more  or  less  in  connection  with  his  profession,  are  to  be  found  on 
various  occasions.  Thus,  7  Dec.  1722,  the  Duke  of  Douglas  made  him  factor  and  cham- 
berlain of  Dudhope  (R.D.  303),  a  post  which  he  still  held  in  1734,  when,  3  Oct.,  he 
granted  a  tack  of  the  Dudhope  parks  (R.D.  324),  but  which  passed  to  his  eldest  son,  John, 
17  Feb.  1737  (ib.  329).  In  1724,  June. 30,  he  is  named  (S.W.  559)  as  bailie  to  the  sasine 
of  Bullion  in  favour  of  David  Brisbane  (ante,  p.  216)  ;  1725,  as  arbiter  between  John, 
Lord  Gray,  and  one  of  his  feuars  (S.W.  561) ;  1727,  Jan.  23,  seqq. ;  1731,  Feb.  1,  as  tutor 
of  Margaret  Strachan  (R.D.  313,  336) ;  1727,  Oct.  7,  factor  to  uplift  the  rents  of  Charles, 
Lord  Kinnaird  {ib.  314) ;  1729,  May  20,  witness  (F.S.  101) ;  and  1731,  March  25,  overseer 
re  the  beer  duties  (D.C.  96). 

I  pass  to  the  properties  which  lie  inherited  or  acquired.  On  5  April  1698  he  got  an 
annual-rent  from  Andrew  Morisone  (S.W.  521  ;  D.P.B.  549)  ;  and  15  May  1699,  as  eldest 
son  and  heir  retoured  of  his  father,  received  payment  from  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Easter 
Powrie  (ante,  p.  162)  of  a  five  thousand  merk  bond  (S.W.  525). 2  In  the  same  year  he, 
.15  Aug.,  was  retoured  heir  to  his  father  in  the  South  Nethergait  house  (F.S.  75)  and  a 
month  later,  15  Sept.,  got  a  disposition  of  some  other  lands  in  Dundee  adjudged  to  Patrick 
Leslie,  late  chamberlain  to  the  Lord  Gosford  (D.D.  55)  in  which  he  was  infeft  4  Nov. 
(D.P.B.  551).  In  the  following  year,  28  Nov.  1700,  he  got  sasine  of  a  North  Murraygait 
property  (ib.  553),  and  a  little  later,  Feb.-March  1703,  disponed  a  North  Overgait  one  to 
Fotheringham  of  Balindean  (ib.  555).  In  1706,  June  10,  he  got  from  the  town  a  charter  of 
Clepington  (D.H.C.  1)  and  was  "  quyt  of  his  entry"  thereto  in  consideration  of  his 
services  in  getting  Hiltoun  feu'd  out  (D.C.B.  154),  while  a  few  weeks  later,  July  13,  he 
got  a  similar  charter  from  the  town  of  the  lands  of  Easter  Clepington  to  be  called  the 
barony  of  Hiltoun,  at  the  price  of  £9,727.  0.  2.  scots  (D.H.C.  2;  R.D.  416).  Another 
small  property  called  "  Donaldson's  croft  "  or  "  Donald  deall  "  was  granted  to  him,  again  by 
the  town,  2  Sept.  1707  (D.C.  86  ;  D.H.C.  3),  sasine  following  10  Oct.  (F.S.  82).  There 
are  also  sasines  of  the  lands  in  Dundee  and  the  Hiltoun  to  him  for  life  and  then  to  his 
son,  John,  4  May  1709  (F.S.  85)3;  19,  21  Dec.  1710  (D.C.B.  166;  D.H.C.  4,  5) ;  9  Feb. 
1711  (F.S.  87),4  and  an  assignation  to  him  by  Mr.  Alexander  Scott,  minister  at  Liff,  for 
3,000  merks,  16  May  1711  (R.D.  294).  The  lands  of  Clepington  he  sold,  28  Aug.  1717, 
to  Mr.  Henry  Guthrie,  late  provost  of  Dundee  (R.D.  417),  soon  after  which,  April  1718, 
he  himself  acquired  by  purchase  from  his  cousin  and  pupil,  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  the 
estates  of  Blackness  and  Logie.  The  facts  in  regard  to  this  purchase  have  been  already 
given  (ante,  p.  240)  and  need  not  be  here  recapitulated.  The  price  paid  was  over  £60,000, 
and  a  charter  of  confirmation  under  the  Great  Seal  was  obtained  26  July  1722  (S.W.  556  ; 

1  Mr.  James  Taylor,  town  clerk  of  Forfar,  tells  me  that  the  present  records  of  the  town  consist  of  a  Council 

Minute  Book  from  1660  on,  a  Sasine  Register  from  1709,  and  a  Register  of  Deeds  from  1768  on.  These 
may  contain  some  material  of  value.  I  have  a  note  of  a  document  entered  in  the  Particular  Register 
of  Inhibitions,  etc.  for  Forfar  (H.M.  Reg.  House,  Edin.)  vol.  xlv.,  fol.  75,  viz.,  "21  March  1728. 
Inhibition  at  the  instance  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburne  of  Blackness  v.  David  Ramsay,  elder,  baxter 
in  Dundee,  relative  to  the  marriage  contract,  2  Dec.  1 725  (registered  in  the  Sheriff  Court  Books  of 
Forfar  10  March  1728),  between  David  Ramsay,  son  to  the  said  D.R.,  elder,  and  Sophia,  d.  to  Mr. 
William  Drummond  of  Hawthornden.v  Sir  Alexander  was  probably  pursuer  in  some  capacity  as 
trustee  or  agent  in  this  matter. 

2  He  had  received  interest  on  it  29  Dec.  1696  (S.W.  509). 

3  These. were  disponed  to  Robert  Hill,  1720  (ib.). 

4  He  also  got  a  disposition,  23  June  1709,  of  an  annual-rent  out  of  Lord  Strathmore's  lands  which  he 

disposed  to  John  Mann  23  July  1715  (R.D.  354  a  b). 
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D.P.B.  581  ;  G.S.R.  136  ;  F.S.  93  ;  R.A.D.  154)  on  which  sasine  followed  14  Oct,  1723  Part  in. 
(F.S.  94).  In  making  the  purchase,  at  a  price  which  was  thought  to  be  extravagant,  he  CnaP-  VI 
was  largely  influenced  by  family  sentiment  (M.P.  83),  and  it  must  have  been  with  deep 
regret  that,  his  affairs  becoming  involved,  he  was,  as  we  shall  see,  ultimately  compelled  to 
part  with  Blackness.  Meanwhile,  early  in  1723,1  he  succeeded  his  cousin,  Sir  John,  as  fourth 
baronet  of  Blackness,  and  was  thus  in  possession  of  both  title  and  property,  which,  26  July 
1734,  was  entailed  by  a  further  Great  Seal  charter  on  his  son  John,  and  his  eldest 
surviving  son,  subject  to  his  own  liferent,  charges  in  favour  of  his  wife,  Katharine 
Scott,  and  his  son's  wife,  Jean  Fullarton,  and  other  provisions  (G.S.R.  137).  Sasine  on 
this  charter  was  given  29  March2  and  registered  3  April  1735  (F.S.  104).3 

I  add,  in  a  note,  a  summary  of  the  references  to  bonds  and  actions,  etc.4  in  which  he 
is  named,  1698 — 1730,  up  to  which  time  his  affairs  were  probably  free  from  difficulty. 
Later  on,  they  unquestionably  became  involved,  and  the  fact  is  that  Blackness,  which 
J.W.  says  was  forfeited  to  the  crown  for  the  share  of  Sir  John  in  the  '45,  was  really  sold, 
before  Sir  Alexander's  death,  in  1741,   to  enable  him  to  meet  his  liabilities.5     What  the 

1  He  is  named  as  Alexander  of  Blackness  5  Jan.  1723  (D.D.  91),  and  first  called  Sir  Alexander  17  May  ia 

that  year  (ib.  93),  as  he  is  again  26  May  (ib.  92),  and  13  July,  when  he  is  a  trustee  for  William  Lyon 
of  Ogill  (R.D.  333).     He  charges  Blackness  with  an  annuity  in  favour  of  his  wife,  25  Dec.  1725  (F.S.  97). 

2  The  late  Mr.  A.  C.  Lamb  of  Dundee  had  an  extracted  copy  on  parchment  of  an  instrument  of  this  sasine 

of  all  and  haul  Blackness,  resigned  by  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Lady  Catharine  Scott,  his 
spouse,  saving  their  life  interests,  in  favour  of  John  Wedderburn,  eldest  son  of  Sir  Alexander,  whom 
failing,  in  favour  of  John  Wedderburn,  eldest  son  of  the  said  John  and  his  wife,  Jean  Fullarton. 

3  See  also  a  tack  by  him  to  Margaret  Strachan  of  the  lands  of  Eastlownie,  23  Feb.  1726  (R.D.  323)  ;  29  June 

1726,  sasine  on  a  (1693)  disposition  of  annual-rents  to  him  by  the  late  Peter  Wedderburn,  merchant, 
ante,  p.  153  (D.P.B.  574)  ;  a  decree  for  him  for  the  rnaills  of  a  Nethergait  house,  30  Nov.  1726  (D.Dee. 
82);  reference  to  the  North  Overgait  land  disponed  by  him  to  Fotheriugham  of  Balindean,  22  May  1727 
(D.P.B.  576)  ;  5  Sept.  1727,  to  a  house  of  his  in  Dundee  as  a  boundary  (F.S.  99) ;  and  1  May  1730, 
feu  by  him  of  an  Overgait  land  (D.D.  104). 
"  These  are  as  follows  :  1698,  inventory  of  writs  produced  for  him  in  the  suit  of  Dick  v.  Littlegill  (S.W. 
530)  ;  1699  Aug.  18.  22,  bond  to  him  (R.D.  246)  ;  1701  July  4,  summons  by  him  v.  R.  Raukine 
(R.A.D.  125);  1702  May  IS,  bond  to  him  (R.D.  256  6);  1703,  Jan.  8,  bond  to  him  (ib.  256  c);  Oct.  15, 
bill  protested  by  him  (ib.  256  a)  ;  1704  Jan  29,  decreet  for  him  v.  Beatrix  Linklater  (R  A.D.  127) ; 
Feb.  1,  bond  to  him  by  the  town  council  of  Dundee  (D.C.B.  149)  ;  1705  July  21,  bond  to  him  as 
clerk  to  the  roup  of  the  goods  of  John  Scott,  younger  (R.D.  268)  ;  Nov.  16,  bond  by  him  (R.D. 
285)  ;  1706  Jan.  4,  bond  to  him  (R.D.  270  a)  ;  June  18,  bond  to  him  as  factor  for  Alexander 
Watson  of  Wallace  Craigie  (R.D.  270  6);  Aug.  14,  bond  to  him  on  behalf  of  the  family  of  John 
Scott,  younger  (ib.  275)  ;  Sept.  2,  action  v.  him  and  his  brother  Robert  and  his  wife  (D.B.R.  501)  ; 

1709  June  15,  decree  for  him  v.  Henry  Crawford  of  Halkertouu  (R.A-D.  137  and  cp.  S.W.  55S) ; 

1710  Nov.  18,  29,  bond  to  him  discharged  25  Jan.  1723  (R.D.  308) ;  Dec.  13,  action  v.  him  by  the 
daughter  of  the  late  David  Hunter  of  Burnside  (S.  W.  537) ;  1711  Feb.  2,  17,  disposition  by  him  and 
his  aunt  Cecilia,  relict  of  William  Baillie  (ante,  p.  214),  to  her  children  (R.D.  310)  ;  June  1,  bond  by 
him  to  Grizell  Brown,  relict  of  John  Scott,  younger  (R.D.  331)  ;  June  2,  bond  to  hirn  (R.D.  290)  ; 
1712  Dec.  11,  bond  to  him  (R.D.  291)  ;  1714  Feb.  16,  decreet  for  him  v.  Henry  Crawford,  ut  svp. 
(R.A.D.  146)  ;  1715  May  15,  discharge  by  him  to  the  Crawfords,  lairds  of  Monorgan,  for  £612  (S.W. 
549)  ;  1717  Nov.  6,  assignation  of  a  bond  to  him  (M.P.  67,  86  a  ;  R.A.D.  154  a) ;  1718  Feb.  5,  action 
by  Gilbert  Stuart  v.  him  and  others  (D.B.R.  507);  Feb.  14,  translation  to  him  by  Mr.  William  Eccles 
(R.A.D.  155  6)  ;  1720  Aug.  10,  bond  to  him  by  the  Campbells  of  Kethick  (R.D.  320)  ;  1725,  Nov.  13, 
Dec.  29,  two  decreets  for  him  v.  William  Gray  of  Innerichtie  for  £1,000  (R.A.D.  157-58)  ;  1726 
Feb.  25,  assignation  by  him  of  a  bond  in  his  favour  by  Lord  Northesk  (R.D.  312);  Oct.  5,  bond  to 
him  and  his  son  John  (R.D.  341)  ;  Dec.  7,  decreet  for  him  v.  John  Auchterlony,  merchant  in  Dundee 
(R.A.D.  159)  ;  1728  March  21,  bond  by  him  and  his  son  (R.D.  342  c)  ;  1729  June  23,  decree  for  him 
for  an  annual-rent  (D.Dec.  83)  ;  July  24,  bond  by  him  and  his  son  John  (R.D.  340  b)  ;  Sept.  16,  bill 
protested  by  him  (D.D.  102)  ;  1732  July  21.  decreet  v.  him  (R.A.D.  164)  ;  1735,  submission  and 
decreet  arbitral  v.  him  as  a  heritor  of  Liff  (S.W.  566);  1741  Dec.  1,  translation  by  him  of  a  bond 
(R.D.  349). 

0  J.W.,  in  both  his  printed  Memoir  and  his  MS.,  wrongly  attributes  the  loss  of  Blackness  to  the  troubles  of 
the  '45.  In  the  former  he  speakes  of  it  as  "  confiscated  and  sold,"  while  in  the  latter  he  goes  into 
greater  detail  and  says  that  ,"  the  lands  and  barony  of  Blackness  were  sold,  liable  to  considerable 
debt,  by  Government  soon  after  1746.  The  Hunters  outbid  the  friends  of  the  family  at  the  roup 
and  became  the  possessors  of  this  old  place,  the  remains  of  which  are  now  (circ.  1835)  worth  nearly 
£ 3,000  per  annum."  This  account  is  picturesque  but  the  picture  lacks  truth.  Blackness  had  been 
sold  to  Alexander  Hunter  of  Balskelly  to  pay  the  debts  of  Sir  Alexander  and  his  son  some  years 
before  the  '45,  and  is  still  the  proper'}'  of  Balskelly's  descendant,  Mr.  A.  S.  Hunter,  whose  agents, 
Messrs.  Brodie  (5,  Thistle  Street,  Edinburgh),  write  to  me,  7  Nov.  1892,  that  the  earliest  Blackness 
title  in  their  possession  is  the  disposition,  28  June  1743,  of  the  estate  by  Sir  Alexander  and  his  son 
John,  with  consent  of  their  creditors'  trustees,  to  Alexander  Hunter.  The  disposition  recites  that 
the  estate  was  exposed  to  public  roup  and  sale  in  Dundee,  8  Dee.  1741,  by  the  said  trustees  and  was 
then  bought  by  Alexander  Hunter  with  entry  at  Whitsuntide  1742.  J.W.  consoles  himself  with  the 
reflection  that  the  increasing  neighbourhood  and  smoke  of  Dundee  have,  however,  quite  destroyed 
Blackness  as  a  residence,"  and  it  is,  in  fact,  now  (1897)  almost  in  Dundee.  The  illustration  opposite 
is  from  a  photograph  I  took  of  it  in  1892.     See  also  ante,  p.  208. 


260  THE     WEDDERBURN     BOOK. 


^?rt  "'■  cause  of  Sir  Alexander's  difficulties  was,  'whether  the  price  paid  in  the  first  instance  for 
Blackness,  or  the  failure  of  his  own  debtors  to  meet  their  engagements,  or  his  own  manner 
of  life,  I  cannot  say  He  is  said  by  one  of  his  grandsons  to  have  been  "remarkably  correct  in 
all  his  actions  and  business"  (Bl.  65)  so  that  it  may  be  that  it  was  through  no  fault  of  his  own 
that  he  got  into  difficulties.  Nor  does  it  appear  when  his  affairs  began  to  press  upon  him  ; 
probably  he  struggled  against  them  for  some  years.  There  are  numerous  bonds  given  by 
him,  or  by  him  aud  his  son  John,  1733,  1736,  1738-40  (R.D.  340  de,  342  bdghi),  and  bills 
of  theirs  protested  against  them  1732  and  1737-41  (D.D.  vol.  20  note  ;  R.D.  321,  340  a). 
The  litigation  of  Sir  Alexander  with  the  Crawfords  may  have  had  something  to  do  with 
Sir  Alexander's  position,  as  it  appears  he  was  their  creditor  for  j£l  1,244.  He  got,  however, 
17  Dec.  1736,  a  charter  of  adjudication  against  them  of  the  lands  of  Halkertoun  (F.S.  106) 
which  he  at  once  disponed  to  the  Rev.  Andrew  Arrot  of  Dumbarro  (R.D.  328).  Other 
smaller  debtors  to  Sir  Alexander  in  1740  were  George  Traill  and  David  Ramsay,  against 
whom  he  got  decreets  15  July,  11  Nov.  in  that  year  (R.A.D.  166-67).  By  this  time  his 
finances  were  certainly  low,  as  the  burgh  cess  for  his  house  in  Dundee  was  in  arrear,  and 
the  matter  coming  before  the  council,  16  July,  the  provost  advises  them  that  it  was  useless 
to  insist  on  it,  "his  cautioner  being  his  son,  John,  whose  affairs  were  not  in  good  condition  " 
(D.C.B.  189).  A  decree  for  the  land  and  king's  taxes,  etc.,  of  the  Nethergait  and  Seagait 
properties  was  made  against  him  17  Dec.  1740  (D.Dec.  95),  in  which  he  is  described  as 
"  residenter  in  Dundee  "  (ib.),  as  he  is  in  an  action  v.  him  by  one  David  Walker,  13  June 
1741  (D.B.R.  519)  and  in  two  decrees  against  him  dated  2  Nov.  1742  and  23  May  17431 
(D.Dec.  97-8).  It  was  at  the  close  of  1741,  17  Nov.,  that  he  disponed,  for  the  benefit 
of  his  creditors,  his  South  Flukergait  tenement  (F.S.  115),  and,  28  June  1743,  he 
and  his  son  John  carried  out  the  sale  of  Blackness  (already  similarly  disponed)2  to 
Alexander  Hunter  of  Balskelly  (R.D.  364),  while  both  Lady  Wedderburn  (Katharine  Scott) 
and  her  daughter-in-law,  Jean  Fullarton,  renounced,  25  Aug.,  the  charges  in  their  favour 
upon  the  barony  (F.S.  112-13),3  which  is  stated  to  have  been  disponed  to  their  husbands' 
creditors  for  sale  in  order  to  pay  "  their  great  and  insuperable  debts  "  (ib.).  I  do  not 
know  if  he  ever  occupied  them,  but  just  at  this  time,  22  June  1743,  there  is  a  Great  Seal 
charter  in  his  favour  of  the  town  and  lands  of  Blebohole,  in  the  parish  of  Kembock,  co. 
Fife,  which  he  is  recited  to  have  got  adjudged  to  him  from  George  Traill,  conform  to  a 
decreat  of  4  Dec.  1742  (G.S.R.  138). 

He  died,  probably  at  Dundee,  where  he  was  buried  in  about  Sept.-Oct.  1744. 4  In  a 
letter  to  David  Scrymgeour  of  Birkhill,  dated  at  Dundee  22  Sept.  1744,  his  son  John 
speaks  of  him  as  "  confined  to  his  bed  with  a  touch  of  a  fever"  (S.W.  575)  and  this  was, 
no  doubt,  his  last  illness,  as  his  name  occurs  in  the  Dundee  mortcloth  dues  for  1744-45 
(D  M  D.  54).  His  tomb  is  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee  and  bears  his  initials  A.  W.  and  the 
inscription,  "  Insiguium  Virorum  tumulus  terra  universa."  The  portrait  reproduced 
opposite  p.  256  is  believed  to  be  of  him.  A  family  tradition  that  the  subject  of  this 
picture  was  clerk  of  Dundee  ;  the  period  of  the  painting,  which  is,  without  doubt,  by  Sir 
John  de  Medina,  and  the  fact  that  there  is  at  Meredith  an  undoubted  portrait  of  his  wife 
also  by  this  artist,  support  this  view.5 

He  is  named  after  his  death,  24  Nov.  1747  and  13  March  1749,  when  the  clerk  to  his 
and  his  son's  creditors  gives  two  receipts  to  Hunter  of  Balskelly  for  parts  of  the  price  of 
Blackness  (S.W.  580-81),  and  is  also  often  mentioned,  both  in  his  life  and  as  deceased,  in 
connection  with  his  children  (see  below  s.  the  accounts  of  them)  or  his  heirs,  e.g.,  in  the 
entails  of  Gosford,  10  Dec.  1754  (G.S.E.  140)  and  of  Idvies,  6  Aug.  1766  (ib.  142).« 

1  There  is  also  a  decree  in  his  favour  v.  Thomas  Traill  for  £2,156.  4.  10.  dated  14  Dec.  1742  (E.A.D.  172). 

2  See  ante,  p.  259,  n.  5. 

3  See  also  Bl.  19  ;  G.S.R.  137. 

J  The  year  of  his  death  has  hitherto  been  given  by  J.W.  and  others  as  1741  and  it  is  so  stated  in  the 
unauthentic  inscription  on  the  Blackness  stone  in  the  Howff  (see  post,  the  chapter  on  the  Howff), 
but  this  is  wrong,  as  it  is  clear  from  the  mortcloth  dues  that  he  died  between  Michaelmas 
1744  and  the  same  period  in  1745,  in  view  of  which  his  son's  letter  makes  it  probable  that  his  death 
occurred  soon  after  it  was  written.  See  also  the  announcement  of  his  death  in  the  Scot's  Magazine, 
vi.,  443,  where  the  entry  is  undated  but  follows  one  of  Sept-  21.  J.W.  says  that  the  tomb  in  the 
Howff  bearing  the  inscription  "  Insignium  virorum,  etc."  is  that  of  his  youngest  son  Alexander,  but 
as  he  was  in  no  way  eminent,  I  think  it  far  more  probable  that  it  is  that  of  his  father. 

5  Sir  John  Medina  painted  much  in  Scotland  from  about  1690  to  1711,  when  he  died  at  Edinburgh.     He 

had  many  stock  costumes  for  his  portraits  and  is  said  to  have  had  his  pictures  ready  painted,  all 
except  the  face,  which  he  proceeded  to  insert  "  while  the  sitter  waited." 

6  See  also  for  references  to  him  when  dead  S.W.  643,  717  ;  Bl.  93  ;  D.D.  123-25  ;  G.R.S.  73  ;  F.S.  120. 
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He  married  at  Dundee,  15  Nov.  1697, 1  Katharine  Scott,  youngest  daughter  of  Part  III. 
John  Scott,  merchant  and  late  bailie  of  Dundee  (D.M.  16),  after  being  "  contracted  "  chap' VI' 
15  Oct.  preceding  (ib.).  She  was  born  16  Sept.  1680  (Bl.  II),2  and  survived  her  husband 
but  she  died  1761-62,  when  she  was  buried  in  Dundee,  and  the  mortcloth  dues  record 
the  use  of  the  cloth  for  "Lady  Blackness"  (D.M.D.  58).3  By  her,  Sir  Alexander  had  a 
numerous  family  of  eight  sons  and  seven  daughters  whose  births  he  has  recorded  in  a 
family  register  (Bl.  11  ;  S.W.  571)  which  is  given  in  facsimile  at  pp.  94-95  of  vol.  ii. 
Of  this  family  the  sous  were, 

1.  James  Wedderburn;  born  25  July  (Bl.  11)  and  baptized  at  Dundee  31  July  1698. 

Died  between  Michaelmas  1698  and  Michaelmas  1699,  the  mortcloth  dues  recording 
the  burial  at  Dundee  of  "the  clerk's  child  "  (D.M.D.  29). 

2.  John  Wedderburn,  born  27  Feb.  (Bl.  11)  and  baptized  at  Dundee  3  March  1702 

(D.B.  49)  but  died  before  Michaelmas  in  that  year,  as  he  is  "  the  clerk's  child " 
named  in  the  Dundee  mortcloth  dues  for  Sept.  1701— Sept.  1702  (D.M.D.  31). 

3.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  bom  22  April  (Bl.  11)  and  baptized  at  Dundee  26  April 

1703  (D.B.  50).  Died  between  Sept.  1707  and  Sept.  1708  (D.M.D.  36).  His 
parents  thus  gave  the  same  name  to  their  sixth  son,  born  in  Feb.  1709  (see  below). 

4.  John  Wedderburn  1 1704 — 1746],  who  succeeded  his  father  as  fifth  baronet   of 

Blackness  and  carried  on  the  senior  line  of  the  family.  From  him  descend  the 
Wedderburns  of  Balindean,  Wedderburn-Colviles  of  Ochiltree,  Wedderburn-Ogilvies 
of  Ruthven,  and  Wedderburn-Maxwells  of  Middlebie  and  Glenlair.  See  post, 
chap.  viii. 

5.  Robert  Wedderburn  [1708 — 1786],  afterwards  of   Pearsie,    now  represented  in 

male  line  by  the  Webster- Wedderburns,  and  in  female  line  by  the  Maclagan- 
Wedderburns  of  Pearsie.     See  post,  chap.  ix. 

6.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  born  22  Feb.  (Bl.  11)  and  baptised  at  Dundee  27  Feb.4 

1709  (D.B.  60)  but  died  between  Sept.  1716  and  Sept.  1717,  the  Dundee  mortcloth 
dues  for  that  period  recording  the  use  of  the  cloth  for  "  Clerk  Wedderburn's  child  " 
(D.M.D.  45).  His  parents  thus  gave  the  same  name  to  another  son,  born  13  Sept. 
1718  (see  below). 

7.  Thomas  Wedderburn  [1710 — 1769],  afterwards  of  Cantra,  collector  of  excise  at 

Inverness,  grandfather  of  John  Wedderburn  of  Auchterhouse,  and  now  represented 
by  the  Wedderburns  at  Blairgowrie  and  in  London.     See  post,  chap.  x. 

8.  Alexander   Wedderburn5    [1718—90],   born    13    Sept.   (Bl.    11)    and   baptized 

19  Sept.  1718  {ib.),  apparently  not  at  Dundee,  the  parish  registers  for  which 
contain  no  entry  of  his  baptism.  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  little  about  him. 
J.W.  in  his  MS.  says  that  he  died  unmarried  in  Dundee  and  was  buried  in  the 
Howff  under  the  stone  inscribed  "A.W.  Insignium  virorum,  etc  "  (see  above),  but  his 
claim  to  be  "  insignis  "  does  not  appear  well  founded,  and,  as  I  have  said,  I  think  it 
far  more  probable  that  this  inscription  relates  to  his  father.6    "  This  Alexander  (says 

1  This  is  the  date  given  in  the  Dundee  Parish  Register  (D.M.  16),  though  Sir  Alexander  gives  it  in  his  own 

register  as  27  Oct.  (Bl.  11 ).  I  do  not  find  any  record  of  their  marriage  contract,  but  Katharine  Scott 
is  said  to  have  had  a  tocher  of  ±10,000  sterling,  a  very  considerable  sum  in  Scotland  two  centuries 
ago.  Her  mother  was  Christian  Watson,  who  stood  godmother  to  her  granddaughter,  Christian 
Wedderburn,  19  Dec.  1700  (D.B.  47). 

2  She  is  named  as  living  in   Dundee,   2  Nov.   1742  (D.Dec.   97)  ;  as  obtaining  a  decreet  v.  J.    Brown, 

8  Aug.  1748  (D.B.R.  522),  and  as  having  the  life  interest  of  a  small  trust  made  by  David  Wed- 
derburn of  that  ilk  in  favour  of  her  and  the  children  of  her  son  John.  10  Aug.  1744  (S.W.  573, 
579),  for  which  she  grants  discharges  15  July,  9  Dec.  1754  and  30  July  1755  (ib.  589,  592-93),  and  in 
connection  with  which  she  is  named  after  her  death,  26  May  1763  (ib.  615). 

3  See  also  S.W.  643   when   Martinmas  1762  is  named  as  "the  term  immediately  subsequent  to  Lady 

Blackness'  death." 

4  His  father's  register  (Bl.  11 )  gives  this  date  as  Feb.  29. 

5  Synopsis  of  References  :— Bl.  11  ;  J.W.  50  ;  D.C:B.  194-96  ;  D.M.D.  66. 

*  There  are  references  in  the  records  (D.C.  99, 101  ;  D.D.  120-21  ;  G.S.R.  72-73  ;  F.S.  118)  to  an  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  servitor  to  John  Ballingall,  notary,  23  Oct.,  30  Dec.  1752,  3  Jan.  1753  (D.C.  99;  D.D. 
120-21) ;  writer  in  Dundee,  9  Feb.  1753  (F.S.  118) ;  apprentice  to  James  Smith,  writer  in  Edinburgh, 
3  March  1756  (G.R.S.  72) ;  servitor  to  Mr.  Andrew  Balfour,  9  April  1756  (ib,  73)  ;  who  is  also  men- 
tioned 27  Jan.  1761,  as  a  writer  in  Edinburgh  and  witness  to  a  document  dated  3  May  1758  (D.C.  101), 
which  is  again  referred  to,  28  Feb.  1783,  as  "  wrote  by  Alexander  Wedderburn,  writer  in  Edinburgh, 
a  man  of  unexceptionable  character."  I  do  not  know  if  all  these  references  refer  to  the  same  individual, 
nor,  if  they  do,  have  I  any  means  of  identifying  him  with  his  namesake,  the  youngest  son  of  Sir 
Alexander,  who,  moreover,  can  hardly  have  been  a  servitor  and  apprentice  1752-56,  when  he  would 
be  from  34-38  years  of  age.     It  is  clearly  "  Uncle  Sandie  "  who  witnessed  several  baptisms  at  Dundee, 
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Part  in.  J.W.  in  a  note  to  his  MS. ),  commonly  called  Uncle  Sandie,  seems  to  have  been  an 

Chap.  vi.  eccentric  humourist.     Many  stories  are  current  about  him,  some  perhaps  apocryphal. 

His  life  was  passed  chiefly  in  and  about  Dundee,  but  he  is  said  to  have  been  at  sea 
and  to  have  been  a  slave  to  the  Algerines.  When  he  died  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of 
Balindean  is  stated  to  have  attended  the  funeral,  and  Miss  Katharine  Graham 
(post,  chap,  ix.)  represented  her  brother  Robert  as  the  only  relative  who  took  any 
charge  of  the  interment,  but  this  could  hardly  be,  for  in  1788  Robert  Graham  was 
scarcely  thirteen  years  old."  I  believe  liim  to  be  identical  with  an  Alexander 
Wedderburn  who,  24  Aug.  1763,  petitions  to  be  admitted  to  the  Dundee  hospital, 
and,  27  Feb.  1764,  again  petitions  to  have  his  pension  increased  (D.C.B.  194-95) 
and  was  apparently  on  the  hospital  list  till  29  Nov.  1779,  when,  being  "  by  some  late 
alteration  in  his  circumstances  no  longer  an  object  of  charity,"  he  is  struck  off  the 
list  of  pensioners  (ib.  196).  This  accords  with  the  condition  of  his  family,  who 
were,  no  doubt,  in  straitened  circumstances  for  some  years  after  the  '45,  but  by 
1779  were  again  prosperous.  He  died  in  Dundee  (J.W.  50)  18  Jan.  1790,  not  1788, 
and  was  there  buried  (D.M.D.  66),  so  that  Miss  Graham's  statement  (utsvj).)  as  to 
her  brother's  charge  of  his  burial  is  not  so  improbable. 

The  seven  daughters  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Katharine  Scott  were, 
1.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  born  25  Oct.  1699  (D.B.  46).  She  married,  when  not 
yet  sixteen  years  of  age,  Alexander  Read  of  Turfbeg,  or  Torbeg,  co.  Forfar.1  The 
contract,  in  which  her  tocher  is  fixed  at  4,000  merks,  is  dated  20  Aug.  1715 
(Bl.  32),  while  the  ceremony  took  place  1  Sept.  (D.M.  22),  when  her  father,  writing  to 
George  Seton,  mentions  the  event  (M.P.  77).  Sasine  of  an  annual-rent  out  of 
Turfbeg,  in  pursuance  of  her  marriage  contract,  is  registered  15  Jan.  1717  (F.S.  91). 
In  1722  her  husband  purchased  from  her  father  the  estate  of  Logie  and  Longfore- 
bank  of  Balgay,  getting  a  Great  Seal  Charter  thereof  26  July  in  that  year,  and 
sasiue  thereon  14  Oct.  1723  (F.S.  95).  1  have  not  ascertained  the  date  of  her 
death  or  that  of  her  husband.  The  last  mention  I  have  of  them  both  as  living  is  in  a 
sasine,  15  Jan.  1742,  on  a  bond  of  provision,  19  Nov.  1741,  made  by  him  to  her  of 
a  charge  on  Logie  (F.S.  11),  but  in  the  scheme  (1750)  of  David  Brisbane  for  the 
disposal  of  Bullion,  etc.,  a  legacy  is  left  to  David  Read,  son  of  the  late  Alexander 
Read  of  Turfbeg  (S.W.  584),  so  that  her  husband  died  1742-50. 

There  was  issue  of  their  marriage,2  Alexander,  baptized  in  Dundee  21  July 
1716;  John,  baptized  there  1  Jan.  1718;  and  Margaret,  also  there  baptised 
25  Nov.  1719  (D.B.  orig.  record,  s.  dd.)  ;  David,  mentioned  above,  who  was  under 
age  in  1754  when  he  is  paid  the  legacy  left  him  by  David  Brisbane  and  his  brother 
Alexander  is  surety  for  his  granting  a  valid  discharge  of  it  when  he  comes  of  age 
(S.W.  591)  ;  William,  who  was  living  in  1801;  and  another  daughter,  Catharine, 
who  was  celebrated  as  a  portrait  painter,  and  many  of  whose  works  remain  to 
justify  her  reputation.3 

28  May  1727,  2  May  1728,  27  May  1735,  1  May  1737,  as  he  is  designed  "son  to  Sir  Alexander  Weil- 
derburn  of  Blackness  "  in  each  entry  (Dundee  Parish  Register,  s.  dd.).  The  late  Mr.  Hugli  Hope,  in 
a  letter  of  9  Sept.  1858,  says  that  Mrs.  Oliphar.t  (daughter  of  Sir  .lohn  Wedderburn  of  Balindean) 
had  "  an  indistinct  remembrance  of  this  Alexander  about  1780  at  Balindeau  ;  he  was  her  father's 
uncle  and  did  nothing  ;  he  was  born  in  171S  and  must  have  died  about  1780  "  (Letter.  Mr.  Hugh  Hope 
to  Mr.  Andrew  Webster,  the  family  lawyer,  among  the  papers  of  Sir  William  Wedderburn). 

1  Alexander  Head  acts  as  sheriff  clerk  of  Forfar,  11  Oct.  1723,  in  the  sasine  of  Blackness  to  Alexander 
Wedderburn  the  clerk  (F.S.  94),  and  is  a  witness  to  the  post-nuptial  marriage  contract  of  John  Wed- 
derburn and  Jean  Fullarton,  22  April  1725  (Bl.  19).  His  wife  is  named  in  the  Dundee  Parish  Register 
as  witnessing  baptisms,  9  Oct.  1726,  when  she  is  miscalled  "  Beatrice,  Lady  Turfbeg,''  while  the 
witness  of  her  name,  8  July  1718  and  4  June  1741  (D.B.  orig.  record,  s.  dd.),  may  be  she  or  the 
daughter  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Grissell  Watson  (ante,  p.  229). 

-  I  am  not  sure  if  the  above  list  of  the  children  of  Turfbeg  and  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  is  complete.  Of  the 
sons  Alexander  succeeded  to  Logie  and  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Robert  Fletcher  of  Ballinschoe, 
and  had  issue,  including  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  married  David  Wedderburn  or  Webster  (post, 
chap.  ix.).  John  acquired  the  property  known  as  Cairuey  or  Hillbauk,  co.  Angus,  and  married  Ann 
Guthrie,  by  whom  he  had  issue  three  daughters  who  all  married  in  the  same  year,  1787,  1,  Isobel, 
b.  1766,  m.  David  Lyon  of  Portland  Place,  Loudon,  and  had  two  daughters,  Eliza,  m.,  1822,  Lord 
Kilmaine,  and  Isabella,  m.,  1817,  James  Wedderburn  (post,  chap,  x.)  ;  2,  Elizabeth,  m.  David 
Anderson  ;  3.  Ann,  m.  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie  but  d.s.p.  1789  (post,  chap.  ix.).  I  have  no 
account  of  Turfbeg's  other  children,  except  for  a  letter,  dated  Greenwich,  2  April  1804,  from 
William  Read,  iu  which  he  refers  to  the  will  of  his  late  sister  Katharine,  the  artist.  (See  Read 
papers  in  the  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn  Charter  Chest,  vn.,  ii.) 

*  I  have  already  aute,  p.  230,  note  2,  referred  to  an  anecdote  of  her  refusal  to  work  for  the  "  Hanoverian 
usurper,"   which  is  hardly  consistent  with  the  portraits  of  the  royal  family  which  she  is  known  to 
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2.  Christian  Wedderburn,  born  14  Dec.  (Bl.  11)  and  baptized  at  Dundee  19  Dec.  Partm. 

1700  (D.B.  47)  but  died  between  Sept.  1707  and  Sept.  1708,  the  Dundee  mortcloth  chaP-  VI- 
dues  for  that  period  recording  the  use  of  the  small  cloth  for  "the  Clerk's  daughter" 
(D.M.D.  35). 

3.  Grissell  Wedderburn,  born  26   July  (Bl.  11)  and  baptized   in   Dundee  30  July 

1706  (rt.).1  She  married  at  Dundee,  28  March  1726,  after  contract  of  18  March, 
James  Graham  of  Meathie,  co.  Angus  (D.M.  23)  but  d.s.p.  before  Sept.  1730.2 

4.  Katharine  Wedderburn,  born  25  Nov.  (Bl.  11)  and  baptized  in  Dundee  29  Nov. 

1711  (D.B.  64)  but  died  between  Sept.  1712-13,  when  the  Dundee  mortcloth  dues 
record  the  use  of  the  small  cloth  for  "  the  clerk's  daughter"  (D.M.D.  42). 

5.  Margaret  Wedderburn,  born  13  May  (Bl.  11)  and  baptized  in  Dundee  17  May 

1713  (D.B.  66)  but  died  young,  possibly  between  1720  and  Sept.  1721,  when  an 
entry  in  the  Dundee  mortcloth  dues  recording  the  use  of  the  cloth  for  Mr.  Wed- 
derburn's  child  may  refer  to  her  (D.M.D.  47). 

<5.  Katharine  Wedderburn,  born  19  Jan.  (Bl.  11)  and  baptized  at  Dundee,  "in  the 
meeting  house"  (i.e.,  the  Episcopal  church)  22  Jan.  1715  (D.B.  69).  She  married 
13  Aug.  1739  (after  banns  10  Aug.)  David  Scrymgeour  of  Birkhill,  advocate 
(D.M.  25),  the  marriage  contract  being  dated  11  Aug.  (S.W.  568).  She  died 
19  March  1796  and  was  buried  at  Balmerino  (S.W.  682),  having  had  issue.  It  is 
from  her  marriage  with  David  Scrymgeour  that  the  Scrymgeour- Wedderburns  of 
Wedderburn  and  Birkhill  are  descended.  See  ante,  pp.  175  seqq.,  when  some 
further  references  to  her  are  dealt  with. 

7.  Mary  Wedderburn,  born  26  Aug.  (Bl.  11)  and  baptized  at  Dundee  30  Aug.  171G 
(D.B.  70)  but  died  between  Sept.  1722  aud  Sept.  1723,  when  the  Dundee  mortcloth 
dues  record  the  burial  of  the  "  Laird  of  Blackness's  child  "  (D.M.D.  49). 

have  painted.     The  following  account  of  her  is  given  in  English  Female  Artists,  by  G.  E.  C.  Clayton- 
(1876,  vol.  i.,  pp.  361-62):— 

"  Catharine  Read,  a  portrait  painter,  who  drew  and  grouped  well.  She  worked  both  in  oil  and  in 
crayon.  One  of  her  first  and  best  works  was  a  portrait  of  Queen  Charlotte,  taken  immediately  after  Her 
Majesty's  arrival  in  England.  Another  remarkable  portrait  was  that  of  Mrs.  Macaulay,  the  historian, 
represented  as  a  Roman  matron  weeping  over  the  lost  liberties  of  her  country.  Another  was  a  group 
of  Prince  George  aud  Prince  Frederick,  as  boys,  with  a  dog  ;  also  Elizabeth,  Duchess  of  Hamilton. 
Valentine  Green  and  Robert  Lowry  engraved  some  of  her  portraits.  She  painted  a  miniature  of 
Hayley,  the  poet,  when  a  boy.  In  one  of  his  poetical  epistles  he  speaks  of  '  the  soft  pencil  of  the  graceful 
Read.'  Her  portraits  were  distinguished  by  a  pleasing  natural  expression.  Miss  Read  resided  at 
27,  Welbeck  Street.  She  went  to  the  East  Indies,  where  she  lived  a  short  time.  On  her  return  to 
England  she  continued  her  professional-  studies  "  with  great  respectability,"  as  Pilkingtou  says,  in 
guarded  language,  until  her  death,  15  Dec  1778.  There  were  in  the  Academy  Exhibitions  of  1773, 
1774  and  1776  portraits  by  her.  Her  own  portrait  was  excellent.  Her  niece.  Miss  Beatson,  [Helena, 
only  daughter  of  Robert  Beatson,  of  Kilry,  oo.  Fife]  was  only  eleven  years  old  when  (1774)  a  drawing 
by  her  was  hung  in  the  Academy  Rooms — '  Gipsies  Dancing.'  This  young  lady  went  with  her  aunt 
to  the  East  Indies,  where  she  became  the  wife  of  a  baronet  named  Oakley.  Afterwards  she  settled  in 
the  vicinity  of  Shrewsbury."  I  question,  however,  the  accuracy  of  the  statement  that  this  niece 
was  eleven  in  1774,  as  she  married  in  1777  Charles  Oakeley,  appointed  a  governor  of  Madras  and 
created  a  baronet  in  1790  (see  Burke's  Baronetage,  s.  Oakeley).  Catherine  Read's  own  portrait  of  her- 
self is  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Knyvett  (post,  chap,  x.)  and  there  are  portraits  by  her  at  Meredith 
of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  and  his  daughters,  Susannah  and  Agatha  (post,  chap,  vii.);  at  Craigflower,  of 
Mrs.  Wedderburn-Colvile;  at  Pearsie,  of  Charles  Wedderburn  iu  youth ;  and  at  Marfield,  of  her  cousin, 
Katharine,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wedderburn  (post,  chap.  x.).  Of  these  the  portraits  of  Sir  John's 
daughters  are  in  pastel,  the  others  in  oils.  J.W.  says  that  she  was  no  less  "  remarkable  for  her 
benevolence  than  for  her  talents,"  aud  quotes  Smollett  (Hist.,  v.,  p.  381)  to  the  effect  that  she 
"  excelled  Rosalba  in  portrait  painting,  in  miniature  as  well  as  at  large,  iu  oils  as  well  as  in 
crayons."     She  resided  at  one  time  in  Jermyn  Street,  but  later  removed  to  Welbeck  Street  (ut  sup.) 

1  There  is  some  error  in  the  records  here  as  the  Dundee  Parish  Register  gives  23  July  as  the  date  of  her 
baptism  (D.B.  58). 

3  Her  husband  (b.  1698,  d.  17  Aug.  1777)  married  secondly  at  Dundee,  5-7  Sept.  1730,  Isobel  Guthrie 
b.  1712,  d.  12  Sept.  1780)  by  whom  he  had  a  son,  James  (b.  1741,  d.  1792),  who  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie.  See  post,  chap,  ix.,  where  an  account  of  the  Grahams 
of  Meathie,  representatives  aud  heirs  male  of  Graham  of  (Jlaverhouse,  Viscount  of  Dundee,  is  given. 


PART    III. 

Chapter  VII. 

Part  in.    Sir  John  Wedderburn  (eldest  son  of  Sir  Alexander),  fifth  baronet  of  Blackness 
Chap.  VII  B.    1704,  d.   1746,  and  his  family.      (See  pedigree  at  p.  289.) 

With  an  account  of  his  share  in  the  '45,  his  trial,  and  execution.     His  last  letters. 

Sir  John  Wedderburn  [1704-46],1  fourth  but  eldest  surviving  son  and  heir  of  Sir 
Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  and  later  himself  fifth  baronet  of  Blackness,  was  born 
4  Aug.  (Bl.  11)  and  baptized  in  Dundee  8  Aug.  1704  (D.B/53).  He  is  next  named  in 
various  sasines  of  lands  in  or  near  Dundee  made  in  favour  of  his  father  and  himself  as  his 
father's  eldest  (surviving)  son,  4  May  1709,  19,  21  Dec.  1710  and  9  Feb.  1711  (D.C.B.  166  ; 
D.H.C.  4,  5  ;  F.S.  85,  87l  He  was  bred  to  the  law  and  is  thus  mentioned,  4  June  1715,  as 
servitor  to  his  father  (D.D.  86),  22  March  1722,  as  writing  and  witnessing  a  discharge 
(D.C.B.  90),  18  Aug.  1722,  17  May  1723,  7,  17  May  1725,  as  writing  dispositions  (D.C.  94; 
D.D.  93,  95);  and  later  on,  17  Feb.  1737,  as  factor  to  the  Duke  of  Douglas  (R.D.  329  ; 
23  June  1737,  as  petitioning  the  Dundee  Council  for  leave  to  build  an  office  next  to  the 
wall  separating  the  churchyard  from  the  School  Wynd,  and  20  Dec,  as  getting  allotted  to 
him  a  small  piece  of  ground  for  that  purpose  (D.C.B.  186).  In  this  year,  29  Sept.,  he  is 
named  as  constable  depute  aud  as  bailie  in  giving  sasiue  (F.S.  108)  and  was  still  factor 
to  the  Duke  of  Douglas  12  May  1739  ( D.B.R.  517).  Other  references  to  his  profession  are, 
18  Dec.  1739,  when  he  is  appointed  a  commissioner  to  take  evidence  in  a  suit  (R.A.D.  165) 
and  6  March  1741,  when  he  is  arbitrator  in  a  dispute  (D.D.  109).  After  his  father 
purchased  Blackness  he  is  often  called  "  younger  "  or  "  fiar  of  Blackness,"  which  was  settled 
on  him,  and  later  on  on  his  eldest  son,  Great  Seal  Charters  to  that  effect  being  obtained  in 
1722  aud  1734  (G.S.R.  137  ;  F.S.  94y  104)  and  the  estate  was  charged  with  provisions  for 
his  mother,  his  wife,  and  his  younger  children  (F.S.  104,  107).  These,  however,  had  to  be 
cancelled  later  on,  when,  as  we  have  seen  (ante,  pp.  259-60),  his  father  and  he  got  into 
difficulties  aud  Blackness  had  to  be  sold. 

I  have, already  (ante,  ib.)  referred  to  various  bills  protested  against  and  bonds  granted 
by  both  him  and  his  father,  1726-40,  and  these  (D.D.  vol.  xx.,  u.;  R.D.  340-42)  need 
not  be  repeated  here,  although  we  may  add  to  .them  several  other  bills  and  bonds  of  his 
own,  1726-43, 2  in  which  he  is  always  designed  "younger,"  or  ''younger  of  Blackness." 
At  one  time  he  was  "  at  the  horn  "  for  non-payment  of  a  bond  by  him  and  his  father  (R.D. 
342  g)  but  was  "  relaxed  "  therefrom  (ib.  346),  with  consent  of  his  distant  cousin,  Thomas 
Kyd,  merchant  in  Leith,  who  was,  as  we  shall  see,  of  much  service  to  him  in  the  troubles 
of  the  '45.  It  is  clear  that  he,  like  his  father,  was  in  financial  difficulties  before  1740,  in 
which  year,  16  July,  the  Dundee  Council  (ante,  p.  260),  thought  it  useless  to  proceed 
against  him,  as  surety  for  his  father,  owing  to  the  state  of  his  affairs  (D.C.B.  189).  The 
consequent  disposition  of  Blackness  in  1741  to  trustees  for  their  creditors  by  him  and  his 
father  aud  its  sale  to  Alexander  Hunter  in  1743  has  also  been  dealt  with  (ib.),3  as  has 
the  small  provision  made  for  his  mother  and  his  children  in  1744  by  David  Wedderburn 

1  Synopsis  of  References:— S.W.  567-68,  572-73,  575-76,  578-81,  584,  589-90,  594-95,  615.  618,  622,  632, 

637-39,717;  Bl.  11,  19.  33-35,  44-59.  93;  J.W.  110;  DC.  94  ;  D.P.B.  595-96;  D.B.R.  511,  517  ; 
D.C.B.  90,  166,  186,  189  ;  D.D.  86,  93,  95,  97,  109,  125,  130.  132-33.  vol.  xx.,  note  ;  D.Dee.  90  ; 
D.H.C.  4,  5  ;  D.M.D.  51  ;  G.S.R.  137,  142,  144,  146  ;  F.S.  85,  87,  94,  104,  107,  lu8.  Ill,  112,  121, 
124-26,  129  ;  R.D.  323,  329-30,  340  ice,  341,  342  a-i,  346,  349-50,  364.  378,  453,  458  ;  R.A.D.  165, 
167,  169,  183  ;  Br.T.  2S  ;  D.M.  26  ;  D.B.  53,  90  n.  ;  H.C.  ii. 

2  e.g.,  12  Nov.,  14  Dec.  1726  (D.D.  97)  ;  10  Aug,  15  Nov.  1736  (R.D.  3i2ae)  ;  13  Feb.  1739  (ib.  342/), 

8  Feb.  1740  (ib.  340  c);  29  July  1741  (R.A.D.  169);  8  Sept.  1742  (S.W.  572);  4  April  1743  (R.D.  350). 
Othei'  slight  references  to  him  occur,  18  Aug.  1722,  witness  (DC.  94)  ;  29  June  1725,  witness  to  a 
baptism  (D.B.  70  n.)  ;  23  Feb.  1723,  witness  to  a  tack  by  his  father  (D.D.  323)  ;  29  Aug.  1 729  witness 
to  a  factory  (R.D.  330);  7  Dec.  1734,  action  by  him  v.  Gilbert  Thomson  (D.B.R.  511);  11  Dec.  1734, 
decree  for  him  (D.Dec.  90);  11  Aug.  1739,  when  he  consents  to  marriage  contract  of  his  sister 
Katharine  (S.W.  568)  ;  1  Dec.  1741,  witness  (R.D.  349)  ;  15  Jan.  1742,  is  attorney  for  his  sister 
Elizabeth  (F.S.  111).  See  also  the  Dundee  Parish  Register  (orig.  record)  s.  1720  Nov.  6;  1725 
June  29  ;  1735  April  22  ;  1740  June  22  ;  1743  May  30,  when  he  witnesses  baptisms.  On  the  last  of 
these  occasions  he  is  called  "  late  of  Blackness."  which  had  then  been  sold. 
'■'  See  also  the  disposition  of  a  South  Seagait  tenement  by  him  and  his  father,  17  Sept.  1741  (D.D.  124-25); 
a  reference  to  a  Flukergait  land  as  once  his,  26  May  1769  (F.S.  121)  and  a  sasine  on  1741  disposition 
by  him  and  his  father  to  trustees  for  their  creditors  of  a  South  Flukergait  laud  (F.S.  126). 
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of  that  ilk  (ante,  p.  261,  n.  2).     During  his  father's  life-time  he  lived  in  Dundee,  and  is  thus  Part  ill. 
termed  "  indweller  "  there  when  on  an  inquest  1 8  Oct.  1 743  (D.Dec,  vol.  xv.,  orig.  rec.  s.d.).  ChaP-  vn. 
A  letter  from  him  to  his  brother-in-law,  David  Scrymgeour  of  Birkhill,  is  also  dated  from 
Dundee  22  Sept.  1744  (S.W.  575),  and  it  is  there  that,  two  days  later,  he  signs  a  bond  by 
his  brother  Thomas,  to  which  he  and  his  other  brother,  Robert,  were  cautioners. 

On  his  father's  death,  however,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  he  found  himself  in  very 
straitened  circumstances.  I  do  not  find  that  he  ever  succeeded  him  as  collector  of 
excise,  an  office  which  would  have  kept  him  much  in  Dundee,  and  it  seems  more  probable 
that  he  had  little  to  favour  his  remaining  there,  although,  as  appears  from  one  of  his 
letters  (Bl.  48),  his  wife  retained  a  furnished  house  there  in  which  she  resided  after  his 
death  (post,  p.  284).  He  thus  moved  towards  the  end  of  1744,  or  early  in  the  following 
year,  to  a  small  farm  known  as  the  Mains  of  Nevay,  by  Newtyle,  co.  Forfar,  lying  about 
eleven  miles  to  the  north-west  of  Dundee,  and  sixteen  to  the  north-east  of  Perth,  and 
here  it  was  that  he  was  living,  far  from  prosperously,  when,  in  the  July  of  1745,  Prince 
Charles  Edward  set  foot  in  Scotland  and  started  on  the  gallant  enterprise,  with  Sir  John 
Wedderburn's  share  in  which  I  have  now  to  deal  as  far  as  is  possible  from  the  available 
evidence. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  no  complete  account  of  his  proceedings  at  this  interesting  time 
was  ever  committed  to  writing  either  by  one  of  his  sons  or  by  anyone  who  had  one  of 
them  as  a  source  of  information.  This  is  much  to  be  regretted  because  the  evidence  which 
we  have,  and  particularly  the  line  of  defence  taken  on  Sir  John's  trial,  leave  it  open  to 
question  whether  his  part  in  the  rising  was  altogether  due  to  his  loyalty  or  was  prompted 
by  the  hope  of  bettering  his  circumstances — whether  he  joined  the  Prince  with  willing- 
enthusiasm  or  was  driven  to  him  by  poverty  and  even  physical  force. 

The  contemporaneous  evidence  now  open  to  us  consists  mainly  of  some  references  to 
Sir  John  in  the  Oliphant  Papers,1  the  letters  written  by  him  when  in  prison  after  his 
capture  at  Culloden,  one  or  two  other  letters  from  his  sons,  John  and  James,  in  Jamaica, 
the  record  and  brief  for  the  Crown  at  his  trial,  and  the  report  of  that  event  (State  Trials, 
vol.  xviii.)  and  of  his  execution  (Gent.  Mag.,  1746,  pp.  209,  493,  572).2  To  these  must  be 
added  a  statement  taken  down  by  J.W.  in  1819  and  1822  from  the  mouths  of  Elizabeth 
AVedderburn  (Mrs.  Graham,  post,  chap.ix.)  and  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie  (ib.),  who  were 
niece  and  nephew  to  Sir  John,  and  who.  though  both  born  after  his  death,  no  doubt  got 
their  information  from  his  brother  and  their  father,  Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  who 
-was  also  "out"  on  the  side  of  the  Prince  (ib.). 

I  shall  give  all  these  documents  in  full.  From  them  we  get  a  perfectly  clear  and 
graphic  account  of  Sir  John  from  the  date  of  his  being  taken  prisoner  in  April  to  his  death 
in  the  following  November,  but  they  fail  in  being  neither  clear  nor  full  in  regard  to  his 
movements  and  motives  between  the  advent  of  the  Prince  in  Perthshire  in  September 
1745  and  the  battle  of  Culloden  in  April  1746. 

I  shall  also  quote  below  an  account  given  by  Dr.  Doran  in  a  work  entitled  London  in  the 
Jacobite  Times  (ii.,  p.  186)  and  based  apparently  on  the  contemporary  jiress,  according  to 
which  Sir  John's  condition  was  one  of  extreme  poverty,  but  this  account  is  so  inaccurate  in 
many  particulars  that  it  is  not  to  be  relied  on  in  any,  nor  does  it  state  when  it  was  that 
Sir  John  actually  joined  the  Prince.  At  his  trial  the  witnesses  for  the  Crown  swore  to  his 
having  been  in  arms  at  Gladsmuir,  and  at  Holyrood  after  the  battle  (Sept.  21),  as  well  as 
at  Aberdeen  and  elsewhere.3  and  to  his  collection  of  the  excise  on  behalf  of  the  Prince. 
On  the  other  hand,  according  to  the  evidence  given  in  his  defence,  it  would  seem 
that,  while  he  had  been  with  the  Prince  for  a  few  days  in  September  1745,  he  had  returned 
home  and  had  not  rejoined  him  until  he  came  North  again  on  the  fatal  retreat  from 
Derby.  But  though  he,  in  his  letters  written  to  his  wife  immediately  after  his  trial, 
takes  exception  to  the  truth  of  the  evidence  against  him,  we  cannot  rely  on  the  accuracy 
of  the  evidence  in  his  favour,  since  those  willing  to  speak  for  him  would  have  thought  it 
right  to  say  anything  to  save  him,  thinking  it  safer  to  "  trust  their  souls  to  the  mercy  of 
the  Almighty,  rather  than  his  life  to  the  mercy  of  the  Whigs  "  * 

It  seems  probable  that  he  was  at  the  battle  of  Gladsmuir,  though  perhaps  not  in  arms. 

1  The  Jacobite  Lairds  of  Gmk,  Loudon,  Grampian  Club,  1870. 

2  I  have  not  searched  the  press  of  the  period  which  might,  perhaps,  add  to  our  information. 

3  One  of  them,  Andrew  Johnston,  was,  from  his  proof,  prepared  to  prove  that  Sir  John  was  also  at  Falkirk 

(Jan.  17)  but  is  not  reported  to  have  so  sworn. 

4  This  was  actually  said  to  an  acquitted  Laird  who  on  his  way  home  asked  the  servaut,  whose  evidence  had 

saved  him,  how  he  could  have  sworn  as  he  did. 

2l 
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Part  in.  In  two  of  his  letters  (Bl.  50,  54)  he  denies  having  been  at  Dudiston  (sic  for  Dnddingston),1 
Chap.  vn.  wiiere  tne  Priuce  was  two  days  before  Gladsmuir,  or  worn  arms  at  Gladsmuir,  but  speaks 
of  having  "  rode  in  a  chaise"  there.  He  certainly  was  in  or  near  Edinburgh  at  one  time 
during  the  campaign,  as  in  another  letter  ( Bl.  44)  written  on  his  capture  to  Mr.  Thomas  Kyd, 
merchant  at  Leith,  he  says  "  you'l  no  doubt  reckon  I  by  this  time  will  be  wishing  I  had 
taken  your  advice.  I  had  not  left  you  8  days  when  I  found  the  mistake  but  too  late," — ■ 
a  passage  which  seems  quite  inconsistent  with  his  having  been  forced  to  join  the  Prince. 
We  must  hope  that  the  mistake,  of  which  he  speaks,  refers  not  to  his  principles  but  to  the 
chances  of  the  Prince's  success. 

But,  whilst  his  movements  at  this  time  are  left  in  doubt,  it  is  clear  that  he  was  acting 
as  collector  of  excise  on  behalf  of  the  Jacobites  from  .Nov.  1745  to  .Ian.  1746,  being,  as 
he  himself  says,  employed  by  the  Prince  "to  collect  the  ale  and  malt  arrears  in  the 
counties  of  Angus  and  Perth"  (Bl.  55).  In  the  volume  entitled  The  Jacobite  Lairds  of 
Gask,  and  already  referred  to,  are  given  the  account's  of  the  Jacobite  treasurer,  Oliphant 
of  Gask,  from  3  Oct.  1745  to  15  April  1746,  and  these  include  nine  items  of  moneys 
received  from  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  amounting  in  all  to  £4'25.  4s.  stg.     The  items  are  : — 

£     s.  d. 
1745     Nov1'     From  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  Collr  of  Excise       ...  127     -     - 

>»  >!,,),  1,  t)  II  ■■■  Dt  -  - 

Dec.     From  Sir  J°  Wedderburn  of  Excise                       ...             22  -  - 

■  ■•        '    108  -  - 

36  4  - 
1716     Jan.     From  Mr  Moncreif  for  Sir  J°  Wedderburn           ...             iJS 

12  -  - 

From  Sir  Jo.  Wedderburn  of  Excise                     ...             20  -  - 

)  >  »>  )5  )>  ■  '■  J  0  -  - 

Apparently  he  was  at  home  in  February  1746,  in  which  case  he  must  have  either 
joined  the  retreating  army  on  its  way  north  or  followed  it  to  Culloden.  Evidence  was 
given  at  his  trial  in  his  defence  to  the  effect  that  he  was  taken  away  again  from  home  early 
in  February,  when  the  Prince  was  passing  northwards  through  Perth  and  portions  of  his 
army  went  by  Newtyle  and  through  Dundee.  But,  whenever  Sir  John  joined  the  northward 
army,  it  is  clear  that  he  was  at  Culloden,  either  in  arms  or  as  an  adherent  of  the  Prince. 
Although  in  one  letter  after  his  capture  (Bl.  49)  he  says  that  he  "was  neither  in  aims, 
travelling  with  any  party  of  the  army  or  haveing  any  concern  in  it  thtre  "  (the  last  word 
is  eloquent  as  to  earlier  occasions),  he,  in  his  own  words,  "  happened  to  be  taken  prisoner  at 
Culloden,"  and  was  thus  "  carted  up  "  to  London  (Bl.  55).  Accordingly  a  "  Return  of 
Rebel  Officers  now  prisoners  in  Inverness,"2  dated  19  April  1746,  includes  among  the 
1st  Lifeguards  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  and  in  a  "List  of  Rebels  "3  we  find  "Sir  John 
Wedderburn,  late  of  Blackness.  Abode,  Mains  of  Nevay,  Newtyle,  Forfar,"  with  the 
statement  that  he  "  collected  excise  in  Perth  for  behoof  of  the  Rebels,  carried  arms  in  their 
army  and  was  at  the  battle  of  Culloden,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner."  A  note  is  added 
that  he  is  "  now  in  England,  prisoner."4 

From  this  date  we  have  clear  documentary  evidence  as  to  Sir  John.  Soon  after  his 
arrest  he  wrote  the  letter  (Bl.  44)  to  his  cousin,  Thomas  Kyd  in  Leith,"'  which  has  been 
already  referred  to.     It  is  as  follows  : — 

Dear  Sir, 

This  serves  to  acquaint  you  that  I  am  Prisoner  here  and  understand  am  to  go  on 
Board  a  Ship  this  Day  or  to-morrow  ;  it's  thought  for  Carlisle,  where  I  shall  be  without 
money  or  acquaintance.  If  I  was  certain  that  was  the  place  I  woud  desire  you  woud 
procure  me  Letters  of  Recommendation  to  some  body  or  other  and  likewas  give  me  credit 
for  as  much  money  as  woud  be  convenient  for  you,  for  one  can  scarce  tell  how  much  may 

1  Sir  John,  in  his  letters,  says  that  at  his  trial  it  was  evidenced  that  he  was  in  arms  at  Duddingston,  but 
I  do  not  find  it  so  stated  in  the  report. 

-  Hist.  MSS.  Commission  1885.  Underwood  of  Sornerby  papers,  p.  147.  See  also  George  Charles'  History 
of  Scotland,  1715-16,  1745-46,  where  "Sir  John  Wedderburn  from  Angus,  first  life-guards  under 
Lord  Elcho  "  is  named  in  Cumberland's  official  list  of  prisoners  taken  at  Culloden  (J.W.  120  b). 

3  Scottish  history  Society,  1890.     List  of  Rebels,  p.  238-39. 

4  See  also  Gentleman's  Magazine,  vol.  xvi.  (1746),  p.  209,  quoting  London  Gazette  of  April  23,  with  an  account 

of  Culloden  on  April  16: — "The  Earl  of  Kilmarnock,  Sir  John   Wedderburn,   the  person  called  by 
the  rebels  the  French  Ambassador,  with  many  others,  are  taken  prisoners." 

5  Sir  John  had  already  had  monetary  transactions  with  Thomas  Kyd  (K.A.D.  169).     As  to  their  cousinship 

see  ante,1  p.  213. 
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be  necessary  in  my  circumstances  but  as  to  the  place  we  shall   go  to  shall  either  let  you  part  m. 
know  my  self  or  cause  intimate  to  you  as  soon  as  possibly  I  can  when  I  expect  you'l  write  Chap.  vii. 
me  for  I  am  not  certain  that  I  shall  get  wrote  to  you. 

You'l  no  doubt  reckon  I  by  this  time  will  be  wishing  I  had  taken  your  advice.  I 
had  not  left  you  8  days  when  I  found  the  mistake  but  too  late.  I  believe  application  to 
any  body  needless  but  as  I  find  every  body  makeing  it  please  let  young  Da  :  Campbell 
know  my  circumstances  and  any  body  else  occurs  to  you.     I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Yours 

Inverness  27  Apr,  1846.  John  Wedderburn. 

Addressed  To  Endorsed1      Sir  John  Wedderburn  to 

Mr.  Thomas  Kyd  Merch*  in  Mr.  Thomas  Kyd  27th  April  1746 

Leith.     To  the  care  of  the  (announcing  his  capture). 

Postmaster  at  Aberdeen 
and  to  be  put  in  the  Edinburgh  bag 
Edr. 

He  was  put  on  board  the  "  Exeter"  man-of-war  at  Inverness,  together  with  the  Earls 
of  Cromartie,  Kilmarnock,  and  other  gentlemen,  and,  arriving  in  London  on  May  20  (J.W. 
110  c),  was  lodged  in  Southwark  Gaol,  where  he  remained  through  his  trial  and  until  his 
death.  There  are  three  letters  from  him,  two  to  his  wife  and  one  to  Mr.  Thomas  Kyd 
(151.  46,  47,  48),  written  in  June  and  July,  still  extant  among  the  Blackness  papers,  which 
run  thus  : — 

Dear  Jean 

I  have  keeped  my  health  hitherto  very  well.  Sr  Ja :  Kinloch  Mr  ffarcharson  of 
Monaltrie  and  several  others  came  here  from  Inverness  in  the  Winchelsea  man  of  war  and 
were  exceedingly  well  used  by  the  way.  We  are  now  in  Southwark  new  Jaill.  What 
will  be  the  event  of  all  this  I  believe  few  know;  for  my  pairt  I  think  I  have  resolution  to 
stand  the  worst  that  can  happen.  We  are  informed  our  Tryalls  cannot  come  soon  on.  I 
•doubt  not  but  you  have  acted  the  prudent  part  in  regard  to  our  small  farm  for  you  must 
know  better  than  I  can  do  here  what  is  to  be  done.  I  desired  Jamie  and  Lady  Kinloch  to 
tell  you  my  sentiments  for  I  thought  writeing  very  useless  as  the  captain  of  the  Guard 
behoved  to  see  every  letter  and  even  these  did  not  come  to  your  hand.  Above  all  things 
I  woud  in  treat  you  to  keep  a  good  heart  and  whatever  your  fears  may  be  to  shew  no 
meaness  of  spirit  or  dejection.  I  hear  James  and  Pegy  propose  to  come  up.  Indeed  I  did 
propose  it  to  James2  but  I  find  now  he  can  be  of  no  use  to  me  here  and  the  expence  must 
be  most  inconvenient ;  as  to  Marg*  I  cannot  conceive  what  her  errand  can  be,  if  it  is  to 
solicite  I  won't  imploy  her  for  I  don't  value  life  so  much  as  even  to  risk  her  Character 
so  I  positively  insist  on  her  staying  at  home.  Mr  Kyd  has  procured  me  20  pound  but 
as  part  of  that  was  spent  before  I  got  it  and  I  had  cloaths  to  buy  it  will  not  last  long  so 
you  must  concert  with  Mr  Kyd  what  is  to  be  done  next ;  you'l  find  a  note  among  my 
papers  how  much  I  was  owing  him  or  rather  how  matters  stood  betwixt  him  and  I, 
■except  some  advancements  to  John.  I  wrote  Mr  fFraser  of  Phopachy  to  send  you  back 
the  ten  pounds  when  it  came  to  hands  as  I  did  not  stay  to  receive  it.  I  understand 
John  Thomson  is  arrived  here3  and  has  been  very  well  cared  for  till  ane  opportunity  offer. 
I  think  you  may  now  venture  to  write  me  to  Mrs  Johnston  and  ffotheringhame's  care 
but  it  must  be  so  as  any  body  may  read  it  for  I  fancy  every  thing  that  goes  betwixt  us 
will  be  opened.     I  am 

Dear  Jean, 

Yours  most  affectionatly 

John  Wedderburn. 
London  Southwark  new  Jaill 
•24  June  1746. 

I  doubt  not  but  you  have  ordered  12  or  18  shirts,  some  night  caps,  and  drawers.     Tell  Lady 
Drumkilbo  and  Sr  Wm.  Nairn's  family  that  we  are  all  well  in  our  health.     Sr  James  and 

1  The  endorsements  to  this  and  the  next  five  letters  are  in  the  hand  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  secon 

Baronet  of  Balindean. 

2  He  would  thus  appear  to  have  met  his  son  James  on  his  way  South,  and  soon  after,  James,  then  a  lad  of 

fifteen,  was  in  London,  having  ridden  the  whole  way  up  to  town  on  his  pony,  arriving  there  before 
July  15.     See  below,  his  father's  letter  of  that  date,  and  post,  chap,  viii.,  sect.  ii.  a. 

3  The  assumed  name  of  his  son,  John,  who  had  escaped  from  Culloden,  and  was  now  waiting  for  a  chance 

of  getting  out  of  the  country  (post,  chap,  viii.,  sect.  i.). 
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Part  in.      t   jjjs  two  brothers,  Corb,  and  Monaltrie  ;  in  short  there  arc  8  of  us  eat  together  and  have 
Chap.  vn.  '    .  ° 

one  servant  to  serve  us  all. 

Send  2  pair  sheets. 

Endorsed  : — Sir  John  Wedderburn  to  his  wife,  24th  June  1746. 

Dear  Sir 

I  find  it  will  be  some  time  before  our  Tryalls  come  on  which  will  incress  my  expence  ; 
where  that  will  come  from  I  really  know  not  ;  I  reckon  I  need  not  ask  any  from  our 
friend,  at  least  unless  it  come  of  himself,  I'le  rather  go  to  the  common  side.  I  believe 
Mrs  Paterson2  will  help  me  however  am  hopefull  you  can  give  some  more  for  which  shall 
use  the  freedom  to  draw  on  you.  I  have  wrote  my  wife  to  give  you  what  assistance  she 
can  which  will  be  but  little  however.  I  beg  you'l  let  me  know  when  you  are  near  aground 
or  what  length  I  can  go.     I  am 

Dr  Sir 
London  South wark  Your  most  obliged 

New  Goall  5  July  humble  servant 

1746.  John  Wedderburn. 

This  comes  by  ane  Express  of         Endorsed  : — "Sir  John  Wedderburn  to  Mr  Thomas  Kyd 
M1  Hamilton's  to  ye  North.  5th  July    1746,"   and  also  in  another 

hand  "  Recd  of  Tlios.  Taoller  £1 .  10.  0. 
Addressed:—  To  17th  July." 

Mr  Thomas  Kyd  Merch'  in  Leith 
To  be  left  at  John  Loch's  Coffie  house 

Edr. 

Dear  Jean 

I  received  yours  of  the  19  June  which  comes  by  Jamie  and  another  dated  2d  July 
which  contains  L.  Kinloch's  behaviour.  I  was  in  such  a  passion  at  the  time  that  I  shewed 
it  to  Sr  James  it  gave  him  so  much  concern  that  the  tear  came  in  his  Eye.  I  was  angry 
at  my  self  for  doeing  it,  however  first  time  I  see  her  shall  make  her  sensible  of  her 
mistake.  Your  anxiety  and  uneassiness  gives  me  more  trouble  then  any  thing  I  have  to 
think  of,  and  which  I  have  always  recomended  to  j-ou  to  shake  off  as  much  as  possible.  I 
assure  you  you  woud  see  nothing  of  dejection  here  for  we  hope  the  best  and  are  not  afraid 
of  the  worst.  The  seeing  you  here  woud  give  me  more  concern  then  you  imagine  and 
I'm  affraid  woud  augment  yours  for  we  coud  only  see  other  (sic)  in  a  Court  or  Parlour 
when  20  or  30  persons  were  present  and  then  its  but  sometimes  they  can  get  access  so  1 
beg  you'l  lay  aside  thoughts  of  it  for  some  litle  time  and  I  shall  write  you  again.  Give 
no  more  directions  about  money  till  I  call  for  it.  We  are  told  by  our  Councill  that  the 
proveing  any  manner  of  fforce  or  Compulsion  will  be  of  good  use  to  us.  I  think  there  will 
be  no  difficulty  of  proveing  ffaffarty's  seizing  my  horses  and  threatening  more.  I'm  very 
sensible  of  the  obligations  I  ly  under  to  Mrs.  Paterson  and  hopes  it  will  be  in  my  power 
to  be  of  some  use  to  her  yet.  Its  thought  it  will  be  Octr  before  our  tryalls  come  on  but 
of  that  cannot  be  certain.  Sr  James,  his  two  Brothers,  Corb,  and  one  Mr  Stuart  and  I  are 
in  one  Room  :  we  buy  our  own  provisions  get  them  drest  here  and  have  a  servant 
amongst  us  in  order  to  make  money  go  as  far  as  we  can.  James  I'm  to  return  after  he 
has  satisfyed  his  curiosity  a  few  days  about  this  town.  1  hope  you  won't  think  it  any 
want  of  regaird  to  you  my  not  writeing  to  you  for  them  that  have  come  up  I'm  perswaded 
will  not  stay  above  a  few  days.  As  I'm  to  write  in  a  few  days  I  shall  add  no  more  but 
that  I  am  Dear   Jean 

Yours  most  affectionatly 

Southwark  John  Wedderburn. 

15  July  1746. 

We  are  all  very  well  in  our  health. 

1  Sir  William   Nairn  of  Drumkilbo,  co.   Forfar,  Sir  James  Kinloch  of  that  ilk,  co.  Perth,   and  his  two 

brothers,  Francis  Farquharson  of  Monaltrie,  and  Rattray  of  Corb.  Seethe  Lyon  in  Mourning,  ii.  232  ; 
and  Warden's  Angus,  iii.  362,  in  the  latter  of  which  it  is  stated  that  Corb — more  fortunate  than  Sir 
John  Wedderburn — was  acquitted,  "  a  travelling  merchant  having  appeared  at  his  trial  and  sworn 
that  he  saw  the  laird  in  custody  of  the  rebel  army  handcuffed  because  he  refused  to  join  them. 
The  witness  who  had  so  sworn  disappeared  immediately  after  the  trial,  and  was  never  afterwards  seen 
by  any  member  of  the  family."  The  Castle  of  Corb  stood  where  the  house  of  Rannagulzion,  near 
Alyth  (post,  chap,  viii.,  sect.  ii.  b),  now  stands. 

2  See  ante,  p.  252. 
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I  think  there's  ane  easie  answer  to  the  Cominrs  about  the  ffurniture  as  its  yours  and  Part  in. 
not  mine  being  disponed  by  me  to  my  Creditors  and  by  them  passed  from  (sic)  to  you  as  ChaP-  vir- 
part  of  the  price  of  your  Jointure.     I  reckon  the  house  will  come  your  way  likeways  as  its 
part  of  the  price  of  your  Jointure  and  it  is  not  yet  disponed  to  any  body  and  the1  (?)  most 
of  ye  price  be  pd. 

Addressed  To 

My  Lady  Wedderburn  at  Nevay  Endorsed  : — Sir  John  Wedderburn 
To  the  care  of  Peter  Kinnimond  to 

writer  in  Dundee  his  wife 

North  Britain  15th  July  1746. 

Dundee. 

Towards  the  end  of  August  a  true  bill  was  returned  against  him,  upon  which  he  at 
once  wrote  (Bl.  49)  to  a  lady,  whose  influence  he  hoped  to  secure  in  his  behalf,  but  whose 
name  is  not  ascertained,  there  being  no  address  to  the  letter : — 

Madam, 

I  wrote  your  Ladyship  sometime  ago  returning  you  thanks  for  giveing  your  self  any 
concern  about  me  in  my  present  situation,  the  Gentlemen  you  recommended  me  to  said 
that  if  they  cou'd  be  of  any  use  to  me  it  woud  be  about  the  time  of  my  Tryall  which  I 
find  will  come  on  very  soon  for  on  Saturday  the  23  Inst,  there  were  Bills  found  against  20 
of  us,  Lord  cheiff  Justice  Wills  was  talking  something  to  the  foreman  of  the  jury  about 
expedition  it  seems  for  he  returned  for  answer  that  very  little  proof  woud  serve  for 
finding  Bills  which  his  Lop*  did  not  seem  to  approve  of,  however  they  have  Indicted  me 
for  Levieing  War  in  the  shire  of  Aberdeen  att  Aberdeen  which  surprised  me  very  much 
how  they  came  to  pitch  on  that  part  I  neither  being  in  Arms  traveling  with  any  party  of 
the  army  or  haveing  any  concern  in  it  there,  if  it  was  a  crime  to  be  in  Aberdeen  when 
some  of  them  were  there,  that  I  cannot  help.  I'm  told  that  if  there  is  nothing  proven 
against  me  in  Aberdeen  what  I  might  have  done  any  where  else  is  not  sufficient  to  bring 
me  in  Guilty  and  I'm  pretty  sure  if  the  witnesses  tell  nothing  but  the  truth  there's  little 
to  say  against  me  there.  At  the  same  time  as  they  have  condescended  particularly  on 
Aberdeen  I  must  suspect  they  have  witnesses  to  Swear  what  they  think  will  be  sufficient 
and  therefor  must  intreat  your  Layp'  again  to  put  your  friends  in  Mind.  S1'  J.  Kinloch, 
Mr  ffarqharson  of  Monaltrie  and  some  others  have  had  people  going  about  soliciteing  every 
body  almost  for  them  what  effect  their  Influence  may  have  I  know  not  but  am  perswaded 
the  Gentlemen  you  have  applied  (sic)  for  me  can  be  of  as  great  weight  as  many.     I  am, 

Madam, 
Endorsed,     Sir  John  Wedderburn  Your  Ladyship's  most 

to  obliged  humble  servant 

Lady John  Wedderburn. 

30th  August  1746. 

The  trial  was  repeatedly  adjourned  and  did  not  come  on  until  Nov.  4.  Of  its  course 
we  have  excellent  evidence — the  indictment,  the  crown  counsel's  brief,  a  fair  report  of  the 
trial,  and  the  recorded  sentence  being  all  still  extant.  Of  these,  the  indictment  and 
sentence  are  in  the  Record  Office  in  London  (Baga  de  Secretis,  pouch  69,  No.  xiii.,  35-36 
indictment;  121-23,  sentence). 

The  Indictment. 

The  Indictment,  which  is  endorsed  : — "  The  King  against  Sir  John  Wedderburn, 
Bart.     A  true  Bill,"2  is  as  follows  : — ■ 

1  The  words  "  and  the  "  are  blotted,  and  thus  not  quite  clear  in  the  original  letter. 

2  The  endorsement  and  the  Bill,  apparently  in  the  common  form  of  1746  indictments  of  the  kind,  are 

printed  except  the  words  in  italics  which  are  written  in.  Before  the  words  with  which  the  bill  begins 
is  written  "By  Adjournmt  Si  Sept''  1746  &r  John  Wedderbvrn  pleads  Not  Guilty."  See  also  Report 
of  the  Deputy  Keeper  of  Public  Records,  No.  v.,  1844,  and  Gentleman's  Magazine,  vol.  xvi.  (1746), 
p.  493.  Sept.  3.  "  Sir  Michael  Foster,  Knt.,  justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  went  to  the  Court  at 
S'  Margaret's  Hill  where  were  arraigned  at  the  Bar  Sir  John  Wedderburn  (and  16  others)  who  all 
pleaded  not  guilty.     The  Court  then  adjourned  to  Oct.  13." 
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Part  III.  35.  Surry.     Be  it  remembered  that  at  a  Special  Session  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Gaol  Delivery  of  our 

Chap.  VII.  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  of  and  for  the  County  of  Surry  holden  at  the  Borough  of  Southwark  in 

the  said  county  on  Monday  the  Twenty  third  day  of  June  in  the  Twentieth  year  of  the  Reign  of  our 
said  present  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  France  and 
Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith  and  so  forth  before  Sir  William  Lee,  Knight,  Chief  Justice  of 
our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  Appointed  to  hold  Pleas  before  the  King  himself,  Sir  John 
Willes  Knight  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Sir  Martin  Wright,  Knight,  one  of  the 
Justices  Appointed  to  hold  Pleas  before  the  King  himself  Sir  James  Reynolds  Knight  one  of  the 
Barons  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Sir  Thomas  Abney  Knight  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  said  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  Sir  Thomas  Burnett  Knight  one  other  of  the  justices  of  the  said  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  Charles   Clarke  Esquire  one  other  of  the  Barons  of  the  said  Court  of  Exchequer  Edward 
Clive   Esquire   one  other   of   the    Barons   of   the  said   Court   of   Exchequer   Sir   Thomas   Deveil 
Knight  and  Peter  Theobald  Esquire  and   others   their    Fellows  Justices   and    Commissioners   of 
our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  Assigned  by  Letters  Patent  of  our  said  present  Sovereign 
Lord  the  King  under  his  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain  made  by  Virtue  of  the  Statute  made  in  this 
present  Parliament  intituled  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  Trial  of  Such  Persons  as  have 
Levied  or  shall  Levy  War  against  his  Majesty  and  for  the  better  ascertaining  the  Qualifications  of 
Jurors  in  Trials  for  High  Treasou  or  Misprision  of  Treason  in  that  Part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland  to  the  said  Justices  and  Commissioners  above  named  and  others  and  to  any  three  or  more 
of  them  (Of  whom  our  s*id  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  willed  that  any  of  them  the  said  Sir 
William  Lee  Sir  John  Willes  Sir  Martin  Wright  Sir  James  Reynolds  Sir  Thomas  Abney  Sir  Thomas 
Burnett  Charles  Clarke  Edward  Clive  and  Sir  Thomas  Deveil  and  others  in  the  same  Letters  Patent 
named  and  Appointed  should  be  one)  to  deliver  the  gaol  of  the  said  County  of  the  Prisoners  therein 
being  or  such  as  shall  or  may  be  detained  in  the  same  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  hundred  and  forty-six  for  and  on  account  of  the  High 
Treason  mentioned  in  the  said  Statute  in  Levying  War  against  our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the 
King  within  his  Healm  and  to  inquire  by  the  Oath  of  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  same  County  of 
all  such  High  Treasons  in  Levying  War  against  our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  within 
this  Realm  by  the  said  Prisoners  or  any  of  them  or  by  any  other  Person  or  Persons  who  are  now  in 
Actual  Custody  for  and  on  account  of  the  same  or  who  are  or  shall  be  Guilty  of  High  Treason  in 
Levying  War  against  our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  within  this  Realm  and  shall  be 
Apprehended  and  Imprisoned  for  the  same  on  or  before  the  said  first  day  of  January  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  forty  six  And  the  same  High  Treasons  to  hear  and 
determine  according  to  the  form  of  the  said  Statute  by  the  Oath  of  Sir  William  Richardson  of 
Bermondsey  Knight  Sir  Abraham  Shard  of  Xennington,  Knight,  Sir  Thomas  Hankey  of  Clapham 
Knight    Sir  Peter  Thompson  of   Bermondsey    Knight   Josias    Wordsworth   of   Adseomb   Esquire 
Percival  Lewis  of  Putney  Esquire,  Samuel  Atkinson  of  Croydon  Esquire,  John  Copeland  of  Camber- 
well  Esquire,  Charles  Hoskius  of  Croydon  Esquire.  Joseph  Creswick  of  Stretham   Esquire,  William 
Clarke  of  Southwarke  Esquire,   Joseph   Willoughby   of  Croydon  Esquire,  Thomas  Bevois  of  Ber- 
mondsey Esquire,    Klias   Bird  of  Rotherhith  Esquire,  Thomas  Farrant  of  Southwarke  Esquire, 
Edward  Steavens  of  Southwarke  Esquire,  Henry  Robinson  of  Wandsworth  Esquire,  John  Heathfield 
of  Croydon  Esquire.  Nathaniel  Green  of  Southwaik  Esquire,  Isaac  Eeles  of  Lambeth  Esquire,  John 
Smith  of  Lambeth  Esquire,  Hammett  Richardson  of  Bermondsey  Esquire,  and  Samuel  Nicholson  of 
Croydon   Esquire,   Good  and  Lawful  Menof  the  said  Count}'  being  then  and  there  sworn  and 
charged  to  inquire  for  our  said  present  Sovereign    Lord   the  King  touching  and  concerning  the 
premisses  in  the  said  Letters  Patent  mentioned     It  is  Presented  that  the  Bill  of  Indictmeut  to  this 
Schedule  annexed  is  a  true  Bill  : — 
36.  Surry.     The  Jurors  for  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  KING,  upon  their  Oath  present  That  Sir  John 
Wedderburn  late  of  Aberdeen  in  the  Shire  if  Aberdeen  Baronet'  being  a  Subject  of  our  present  most 
Serene  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  France  and  Ireland 
King  Defender  of  the  Faith  and  so  forth  not  having  the  Fear  of  God  in  his  Heart  nor  having  any 
Regard  for  the  Duty  of  his  allegiance  but  being  moved  and  seduced  by  the  Instigation  of  the  Devil 
as  a  false  Traitor  and  Rebel  against  our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  his  Supreme  True 
Natural  Lawful  and  Undoubted  Sovereign  Lord  entirely  withdrawing  that  cordial  Love  and  that 
true  and  due  Obedience  Fidelity  and  Allegiance  which  every  Subject  of  our  said  present  Sovereign 
Lord  the  King  should  and  of  Right  ought  to  bear  towards  our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  King 
And  also  devising  and  (as  much  as  in  him  lay)  most  wickedly  and  traiterously  intending  to  change 
and  subvert  the  Rule  and  Government  of  this  Kingdom  duly  and  happily  established  under  our 
said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  and  also  to  depose  and  deprive  our  said  present  Sovereign 
Lord  the  King  of  his  Title  Honour  and  Royal  State  and  of  his  Imperial  Rule  and  Government  of 
this  Kingdom  and  also  to  put  and   bring  our  said  present  Sovereign  (sic)''  the  King  to  Death  and 
final  Destruction  and  to  raise  and  exalt  the  person  pretended  to  be  Prince  of  Wales  during  the  Life 
of  James  the  Second  late  King  of  England  and  so  forth  and  since  the  Decease  of  the  said  late  King 
pretending  to  be  and  taking  upon  himself  the  Stile  and  Title  of  King  of  England  by  the  Name  of 
James  the  Third  to  the  Crown  and  to  the  Royal  State  and  Dignity  of  King  and  to  the  Imperial 
Rule  and  government  of  this  Kingdom  upon  the  Sixteenth  day  of  April  in  the  nineteenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  at  Aberdeen  aforesaid  in  the  shire  of  Aberdeen 
aforesaid  with  a  great  multitude  of  Traitors  and  Rebels  against  our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the 
King  (to  wit)  to  the  number  of  One  Thousand  Persons  (whose  names  are  as  yet  unknown  to  the  said 
Jurors)  being  armed  and  arrayed  in  a  warlike  and  hostile  manner  (to  wit)   with  Colours  displayed 
Drums  beating,  Pipes  playing  and  with  Swords  Clubs  Guns  Pistols  and  divers  other  Weapons  as 

1  The  designation  "  late  of  Aberdeen  "  must,  of  course,  be  taken  to  mean  "  lately  at  Aberdeen,"  as  Sir  John 

was  of  Forfarshire. 

2  The  word  "  Lord  "  is  omitted. 
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well  offensive  as  defensive  with  Force  and  Arms  did  falsely  and  traiterously  assemble  and  join  Part  III. 
h imself  against  our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  ami  then  and  there  with  Force  and  Arms  Chap.  VI  f. 
did  falsely  and  traiterously  and  in  a  warlike  and  hostile  manner  array  and  dispose  himself  against 
our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  and  then  and  there  with  Force  and  Arms  in  Pursuance 
and  execution  of  such  his  wicked  and  traiterous  Intentions  and  Purposes  aforesaid  did  falsely  and 
traiterously  prepare  order  waye  and  levy  a  publick  and  cruel  war  against  our  said  present  Sovereign 
Lord  the  King  then  and  there  committing  and  perpetrating  a  miserable  and  cruel  Slaughter  of  and 
amongst  the  faithful  Subjects  of  our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  against  the  Duty  of  his 
allegiance  against  the  Peace  of  our  said  present  Sovereigu  Lord  the  King  his  Crown  and  Dignity 
and  also  against  the  Form  of  the  Statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

(Endorsed  ut  ante  and  in  addition)      Witnesses     Roger  Mc  Donald 

Andrew  Robinson 
Henry  Edwards 
John  Brvce 
James  Mortimer 
John  Adamson 
Stratford  Eyre  Esqr 

Sworn  in  Court. 


The  Brief  for  the  Crown. 

In  addition  to  this  we  have  the  brief  of  the  Attorney-General  at  the  trial,  which  is 
among  the  Egerton  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum  (Eg.  MSS.  2,000,  fol.  116).  It  consists 
of  three  sheets  of  brief  paper,  and  a  fourth  cover,  or  outside  sheet,  of  the  same.  The 
cover  is  endorsed  "  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  Bart,  laid  at  Aberdeen  in  the  shire  of  Aber- 
deen" (7)  1  Nov1'. — 10  Jurors  sworn  and  all  the  rest  absent  or  challenged. — 4  Vol.  St(ate) 
Tr(ials)  177.  Peter  Cooks  q — a  full  jury  did  not  appear  and  Court  ordered  ano1'  pannel  at 
a  subsequent  day.  Those  who  appear'd  on  ye  first  day  were  sworn.  P.  Panel'.  No  Tales 
can  be  wre  ye  award  of  a  j  ury  is  ore  tenus  on  a  Com11  of  Gaol  Delivery.  If  there  is  a 
defect  of  Jurors  there  is  an  absolute  Necessity  of  a  new  pannel  (in  which  it  is  agreed  ye 
former  Jurors  may  be  Inserted) — 4  Nov.  There  being  no  new  pannel  the  Counsel  p.  Def. 
agreed  to  go  on  and  let  ye  former  Copy  of  ye  pannel  be  Decreed  good  Service. — (Guilty)  — 
(Executed  28  Novr  1746). 

The  first  two  sheets  of  the  brief  contain  merely  the  proofs  of  the  witnesses  against 
Sir  John  : — 


Sheet  1. 

As  to  Sir  John 
Wedderburn 


Aberdeen 


Volunteer  in 

Strathallan's 

Horse 


This  witness  knows  the  prisoner  very  well  and 
saw  him  with  the  Rebells  upon  their  retreat  \ 
from  Stirling  in  their  way  to  Inverness  when 
part  of  the  Rebell  Army  had  passed  over  the 
Tay  near  Perth.  That  just  after  the  Rebells 
had  passed  over  the  Tay  he  saw  the  prisoner 
Join  the  Rebells  on  the  other  side  of  the  Tay 
along  with  a  party  of  Strathallan's  Horse  in  the 
Rebell  service  and  that  the  prisoner  was  then  on 
Horseback  with  a  small  sword  by  his  side  and 
Pistoles  before  him  in  English  dress.  That  the 
Prisoner  armed  as  afsd  marched  with  said  party 
of  Strathallan's  Horse  to  Aberdeen  and  upon  the 
march  of  the  Rebells  from  Aberdeen  to  Old 
Meldrum  he  saw  the  prisoner  marching  on  horse- 
back with  said  party  with  the  Rebells  armed  as 
afsd.  That  from  Old  Meldrum  he  marched 
with  them  to  Bampff  armed  as  afsd.  and  on 
Horseback.  That  whilst  the  Rebells  were  in  the 
Town  of  Bampff  he  often  saw  the  Prisoner  in 
said  Town  along  with  them  on  foot  with  his 
small  sword  by  his  side  and  believes  the  prisoner 
was  a  Volunteer  in  Lord  Strathallan's  Horse. 
That  Squadron  in  which  the  prisoner  marched 
being  (sic)  composed  Chiefly  of  Gent1  of  Fortune. 
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Collected  Excise 


Had  Commission 
altered 


Sheet  2. 


This  Witness  says  he  saw  the  prisoner  with  the 
Rebells  that  he  was  Concerned  in  Levying  the 
Excise  of  that  Town  for  the  use  of  the  Rebells 
That  he  did  not  wear  a  Highland  Habit  and 
don't  remember  wher  he  wore  a  sword  or 
Cockade.  That  whilst  the  Witness  was  at 
Dundee  he  went  one  day  to  Mr.  Ogilvie's  House 
there  and  in  a  Room  in  said  house  he  saw  the 
people  of  the  Town  paying  their  Excise  Money  to 
the  prisoner  but  don't  Remember  to  have  seen 
him  Marching  with  any  Body  of  Men  in  the 
Rebell  Service. 

This  Witness  saw  the  Prisoner  at  Perth 
when  Lord  Strathallan  was  Governor  for  the 
Rebells  on  his  way  from  Dundee  to  Edinburgh 
to  get  his  Commission  of  Collector  of  Excise  for 
the  pretender  rectifyed  tin  prisoner's  father's  Name 
being  Inserted  by  mistake  Instead  of  Sir  John's 
and  upon  the  prisoner's  return  to  Perth  he  acted 
there  as  Collector  of  the  Excise  for  the  pretender's 
son  and  sent  a  Drum  about  the  Town  to  give 
Notice  to  the  pso?is  in  that  Town  who  had  any 
Excise  to  come  and  pay  it  upon  Military  execu- 
tion and  wore  a  white  Coclcade  and  had  a  sword 
by  his  side  and  saw  him  frequently  with  the 
other  Rebells  there. 

This  Witness  says  the  Prisoner  collected  the 
Excise  for  the  pi'etender  at  Brichiu  a  party  of 
the  Rebells  being  then  in  the  town  and  the 
witness  paid  him  12/6  for  his  Excise  to  whom 
the  prisoner  said  to  the  witness  who  came  late  to 
pay  it  that  he  should  have  come  sooner  and  not 
have  hindered  the  Prince's  Men  and  that  he  had 
a  good  mind  to  send  and  take  his  Boylers  away. 

This  witness  saw  the  Prisoner  with  the  Kebells 
at  Aberdeen  in  their  retreat  Northward  with  a 
sword  by  his  side  and  saw  him  afterwards  with 
them  at  Elgin  with  a  Broad  Sword  by  his  side 
and  he  was  Reported  to  be  the  Collector  of  the 
Cess  in  Angus. 

This  Witness  says  the   Prisoner  collected  the\ 
Excise  for  the  pretender  in  the   Shire  of  Angus 


Andrew  Robinson 
N°  9 


and  the  prisoner  (sic)  paid  his  Excise  twice  to  him 
at  Brichin  a  party  of  Rebells  being  then  in  the 
town. 

These  Gentlemen  were  appointed  by  his  Royall 
Highness  to  take  an  Account  of  the  Rebell 
officers  and  psons  of  Distinction  taken  at  and 
who  surrendered  after  ye  Battle  of  Culloden  and 
the  prisoner  told  them  he  was  a  Volunteer  in 
Lord  Ogilvie's  Regiment  in  the  Rebell  army  and 
Collector  of  the  Excise  at  Brichin. 

To  prove  that  the  prisoner  did  Collect  the 
Excise  on  Ale  and  Leather  in  Nov1'  Decr  and 
Jan?  last  in  the  ports  of  Scotland  where  the 
Rebells  were  masters  :  see  the  receipts  for  the 
same  under  his  hand  proved  by 


Henry 

Edwards  N°  57 


John  Bruce 


James  Mortimer 


John  Adamson 


Capt.  Eyre 
Lt.  Moore 


Mr.  Henry 
Edwards 
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Derby 
Falkirk 
Culloden 


Pretend1  Guards. 


This  Witness  saw  the  Prisoner  with  the 
Rebells  at  Edinburgh  Marched  with  them  to 
Derby  and  back  was  in  the  pretender's  Guards 
at  the  Battle  of  Falkirk  and  saw  him  with  the 
Rebells  at  Perth  and  Culloden  Armed  with  a 
Broad  Sword  and  pistols  Sometimes  wore  the 
Uniform  of  the  Life  Guards  and  at  other  times 
in  the  Highlanders. 


Part  ill. 
Chap,  vi  r. 


I  And10  Johnston 


This  witness  Saw  him  in 
Guards   and   in   their   Uniform   at 
Armed  with  a  Broad  Sword  and  pistols. 

This  witness  saw  him  in  the  pretender's  Life 
Guards  at  Edinburgh  and  Carlisle  armed  ivith 
Sivord.  and  2>istols  and  in  their  Uniform.1 


the  pretender's  Life  \ 

Edinburgh  J-  John  Falconer 


Alex :  Russell 


Sheet  3.     On  this  sheet  is  the  crown  counsel's  note  of  the  defendant's  case  as  put 
forward  at  the  trial : — 


"  Mr  Jodrellp.  Def.  The  Treason  charged 
is  Levying  War  and  y6  species  or  overt  act 
is  being  in  arms. 

But  2  witnesses  only  speak  to  him  at 
Aberdeen  and  in  a  com  Dress,  as  many  of 
ye  Townsmen  were. 

Entering  into  ye  Rebellion  after  won't  do, 
for  there  must  be  Treason  at  Aberdeen. 

Cannot  give  Evid  :  of  Collecting  ye  Excise 
by  7  to  3.     It  not  being  laid  expressly. 

His  Father  Sir  Alexr  was  Collector  for  the 
King.  Ld  Ogilvie  took  his  Horses,  and  he 
going  after  them  they  carried  him  by  force 
to  Collect  the  Excise. 

Mr  Gordon.  No  proof  of  his  being  in 
Engld.  Not  a  Volunteer,  but  private  man 
pved  by  Capt.  Eyre. 

\Then  folloiv  notes  of  the  evidence  for  the 
defence  as  given,  at  the  trial.] 
1.  Geo.  Walker.  Rebels  came  to  Angus 
Shire  in  Septr  and  took  3  of  prisoners 
horses,  2  brought  back,  they  said  it  was 
to  save  ye  Prince  :  He  said  he  did  not 
intend  to  give  his  Horses  for  any  such 
uses.  They  said  then  he  shd  go  and 
they  seized  him.  He  returned  in  3 
days  and  staid  till  latter  end  Oct1'.  Ab* 
1  Novr  he  was  taken  at  Perth.  I 
carried  a  Lr  and  ye  Guard  took  it  in 
and  dd  it  him.  Had  an  answer  in  ye 
afternoon  he  being  to  dine  with  Strath- 
allan. 


Ab*  12  Nov1'  he  came  home  and  staid  a 

week  when  100  men  came  in  night  and 

carried  him  off  to  Dundee. 
Saw  his  servts  in  Dundee  ye  Tuesday  after. 
8  days  after  he  came  back  and  staid  till 

4  Feby.     Came  back  1  Dec1'. 
Staid  at  home  2  months. 
40  Ld    Lewis    Gordon's   men   came   and 

carried  him  off  again  to  Brechin.     Jan. 

to  middle  March  at  Elgin.    No  force. 

2.  Geo.  Monker  a  farmer's  son  near  S* John's 
whch  within  14  miles  of  Perth.  Horses 
taken.  D — mn  him  he  shd  go.  Wife 
came  out.  They  D — d  her,  put  him 
on  Horse,  saw  him  at  home  4  days  after. 
Staid  till  Oct1'  middle.  His  serv*  and 
he  rode  away  together  and  no  body  wth 
him.  Latter  end  of  Novr  Sunday  after 
sunset  beset  Ho :  and  took  him  in 
running  away  ag*  his  will.  Wife  and 
Children  cried.  Saw  him  at  Dundee 
Guarded  friday  after. 

Ten  days  after  saw  him  at  his  Ho  : 
and  he  staid  till  5  Febry  when  taken  away 
again.  Call'd  him  that  dissenter  dog 
Wedderburn.2  He  was  at  home  again 
when  Falkirk  battle. 

3.  John  Scott  speaks  to  Horses,  went  on  a 

visit  10  days. 

4.  Hutchin,  David.     Never  heard  how  he 

came  to  get  home,  nor  whilst  at  home 
did  any  come  after  him. 
Made  several  visits  for  2  or  3  nights. 


The  words  italicized  here  are  underlined  in  the  original,  no  doubt  by  counsel  in  reading  the  brief  ;   the 

notes  in  the  left-hand  margin  are  also  written  by  counsel. 
A  curious  touch,  for  Sir  John   was  of  course  an  episcopalian,  and  as  such  not  a  "dissenter"  to   the 

Jacobites.     See  post,  p.  277,  his  comment  on  the  presbyterian  minister  in  his  last  letter  to  his  wife. 

Perhaps  this  witness  thought  well  to  colour  his  evidence  a  little,  but  that  there  was  some  truth  in  his 

story  seems  clear  from  Sir  John's  letter  to  his  wife  of  15  July,  as  to  "ffaffarty  seizing  my  horses 

and  threatening  me." 

2  m 
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Part  III.  Cover.     [Inside  the  cover  is  noted  by  the  Attorney-General  the  repty  of  his  junior  to 

Chap,  vir  tjle  pQJjjjg  0f  ]aw  rajse(i  for  the  defence.] 

Mr  J.  Wright.  The  Collecting  is  proper  evidence  of  ye  overt  act  laid.  Collecting  money 
for  them  is  in  aid  and  assistance  of  ye  Rebels  and  explaining  quo  Animo  he  joined 
'em.     Vaughan's  q.  before  Holt  ye  words  are  "  anything  that  has  a  tendency  to  it." 

To  this  we  may  add  the  report  of  the  trial  as  given  in  vol.  xiii.  of  the  State  Trials, 
as  follows : — 

The  Trial  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  Bart.,  for  High  Treason,  at  St.  Margaret's  Hill,  South- 
ward, November  4,  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Lee,  Sir  Martin  Wright,  Sir  James 
Reynolds,  Sir  Michael  Foster,  knts.,  and  Mr.  Baron  Olive  :  20  George  IL,  A.D.  174-6. 

Sir  John  Wedderburn,  Bart.,  was  indicted  for  high  treason  ;  which  treason  was  laid 
to  be  committed  on  the  16th  of  April,  in  the  20th  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign. 

Andrew  Johnxen  said,  He  saw  sir  John  with  the  officers  of  lord  Strathallan's  horse, 
in  plain  clothes,  and  a  sword  by  his  side,  after  the  battle  of  Preston  Pans,  free  and  not  forced. 

John  Falkener  said,  He  saw  the  prisoner  at  Holyrood-house,  among  the  officers  in  the 
rebel  army,  in  plain  clothes,  with  a  small-sword  by  his  side. 

Roger  Mac  Donald  said,  He  saw  the  prisoner  at  Aberdeen,  in  a  plain  dress  and  small 
sword  (but  no  cockade)  with  the  officers  of  lord  Strathallan's  horse,  and  that  he  lodged 
with  Mr.  Johnson  at  Aberdeen,  without  a  billet. 

James  Mortimer  saw  him  at  Aberdeen,  with  the  officers  of  lord  Ogilvie's  regiment, 
under  no  restraint  or  force. 

John  Bruce  said,  That  he  paid  sir  John  ten  shillings  for  ale  excise,  and  twelve  shillings 
for  malt-excise  ;  and  unless  he  had  paid  it  to  him,  the  rebels  threatened  to  seize  his  copper; 
for  which  excise  he  took  receipts,  but  did  not  produce  them,  because  he  left  them  at  home. 

Henry  Edwards  deposed,  That  he  saw  the  prisoner  the  latter  end  of  October,  at  old 
Gordon  of  Glenbucket's  house  at  Perth  ;  that  sir  John  declared  he  was  not  concerned  in 
the  rebellion,  but  that  he  had  a  commission  sent  to  him  to  collect  the  excise  ;  but  it  was 
in  his  father's  name,  and  that  he  would  go  to  Edinburgh  to  get  it  rectified  ;  and  he 
accordingly  did  go  to  Edinburgh,  and  about  the  middle  of  November  returned  to  Perth, 
where  a  drum  went  about  the  town  proclaiming,  that  all  brewers,  and  dealers  in  leather, 
candles  and  other  exciseable  goods,  should  go  to  sir  John  and  pay  the  excise,  on  pain  of 
military  execution. 

Then  several  receipts  for  mouey  paid  to  him  for  excise,  were  produced.1  and  proved  to 
be  sir  John  Wedderburn's  hand  writing  for  excise,  dated  progressively  from  the  25th  of 
November,  to  the  8th  of  January  following. 

Alexander  Russell  deposed,  That  he  saw  the  prisoner,  sir  John,  at  Holy-Rood  house, 
after  the  battle  of  Preston  Pans,  in  a  plain  dress,  and  a  small-sword  by  his  side,  and  that 
the  young  Pretender  issued  an  order  forbidding  any  body  from  carrying  arms,  but  those 
who  belonged  to  his  army  ;  and  that  if  sir  John  had  not  belonged  to  the  rebels,  he  dared 
not  wear  a  sword. 

Capt.  Eyre  said,  The  prisoner  acknowledged  himself  a  private  man  in  the  Pretender's 
life-guards. 

Andrew  Robinson  said.  He  was  a  servant  to  major  Glasgoe,  and  saw  the  prisoner  at 
Dundee  with  the  rebels,  and  at  Burroughburgh,  going  to  the  young  Pretender's  quarters ; 
that  the  prisoner  collected  the  excise  from  six  persons  in  this  witness's  presence. 

John  Adamson  said,  He  paid  excise  to  the  prisoner  twice,  and  that  the  prisoner  had  a 
guard  with  him  at  his  quarters,  where  he  received  the  excise  duty. 

The  Prisoner's  Defence. 

The  counsel  for  the  prisoner  alleged,  by  the  7th  of  William  the  3rd,'2  no  overt  acts  of 
high  treason  shall  be  proved,  unless  the  same  is  laid  in  the  indictment ;  and  the  bare 
collecting  the  excise  was  no  overt  act,  without  they  could  prove  him  armed  in  the  rebellion; 
that  the  prisoner's  father  did  collect  the  excise  for  his  present  majesty  king  George  the 

1  J.W.  in   his  MS.  says  that  this  evidence  against  Sir  John  was   "remitted   by  Helena,  Lady   Duncan  of 

Luudie,  widow  of  the  provost  of  Dundee,"  and  par  revanche  cites  Fountainhall's  Diary  (p.  272), 
where  it  is  recorded  that  the  provost's  brother  "  Mr.  Adam  Duncan,  son  to  the  laird  of  Lundy  was 
imprisoned  for  forging  the  signet,  18  Jan.  1696."  There  is  some  error  in  calling  Helen  Haldane  widow 
of  the  provost  in  1747,  as  he  was  then  alive  and  is  said  to  have  survived  till  1765  (Millar's  Roll  of 
Eminent  Burgesses  of  Dundee,  p.  211). 

2  See.  the  next  page,  note  1. 
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second  ;  that  the  rebels  came  and  took  his  horses  out  of  his  park,  and  that  he  went  after  c5o_  Vn 
theru  to  get  them  back  again,  where  they  seized  him,  and  detained  him  a  prisoner,  and 
forced  him  to  continue  with  them  to  collect  the  excise. 

George  Waters,  working  mason,  was  the  first  witness  examined  for  the  prisoner,  and 
he  deposed,  That  the  rebels  came  to  sir  John's  house  in  September  1745,  and  took  away 
three  of  his  horses,  for  the  Pretender's  service  ;  when  sir  John  said,  That  he  would  not  let 
his  horses  go  for  such  a  use  ;  and  went  to  get  them  back  again  ;  and  that  some  of  the 
rebels  told  him,  if  he  would  not  give  them  freely,  he  himself  should  go  with  them ;  and 
so  forced  him  with  them ;  that  this  evidence  went  to  see  him,  when  he  found  him  guarded 
by  the  rebels,  so  close,  that  he  could  not  go  out  of  the  room  without  liberty  from  lord 
Strathallan  ;  that  some  time  after  he  came  to  his  house,  and  staid  four  days  at  home  ;  that 
afterwards  1 00  men  came  armed,  who  guarded  his  house  and  carried  him  away  ;  that  the 
witness  said,  he  saw  him  at  the  Dee,  carried  away  by  the  Macintoshes  ;  that  afterwards 
he  came  from  the  Dee  to  his  house,  and  staid  at  his  house  till  the  5th  of  February,  when 
forty  or  fifty  men  came  and  pressed  him,  and  carried  him  to  Elgin-moore,  in  the  middle  of 
March.  The  witness  further  said,  That  his  brother  was  collector  of  the  excise  at  Inverness 
for  king  George  ;  that  he  had  known  the  prisoner  two  years  ;  that  he  always  wore  a  small- 
sword, and  that  he  was  a  prisoner  at  his  own  house  every  day,  from  November  to  the 
beginning  of  February. 

David  Hutchensun  deposed,  That  he  was  a  servant  to  the  prisoner  sir  John  Wedder- 
buru  ;  that  five  armed  men  came  and  seized  several  of  his  horses  in  his  park,  and  that  his 
lady  went  to  them,  and  prevailed  on  them  to  release  a  mare ;  that  they  abused  her  and 
called  her  rebel-bitch  ;  that  they  seized  the  prisoner  when  he  went  after  his  horses,  to  get 
them  back,  and  carried  him  to  lord  Ogilvie's  ;  that  the  prisoner  returned,  and  a  hundred 
armed  men  came  and  retook  him  prisoner,  and  threatened  to  stab  him  with  their  bayonets. 

The  jury,  without  going  out,  brought  him  in  Guilty. 

The  following  report  of  the  case  from  Foster's  Reports,  p.  22,  is  subjoined  in  the 
State  Trials : — 

"  The  overt-acts  were  laid  at  Aberdeen,  in  the  shire  of  Aberdeen.  It  was  proved  by 
two  witnesses,  that  he  was  with  the  rebels  at  Aberdeen  ;  and  by  those  and  other  witnesses, 
that  he  was  at  divers  other  places  with  them. 

"  The  King's  Counsel  called  witnesses,  who  proved  likewise,  that  he  was  appointed  by 
by  the  Pretender's  son,  collector  of  the  excise ;  and  that  he  did  actually  collect  the  excise 
in  several  places  where  the  rebel  army  lay',  by  virtue  of  that  appointment  for  the  use  of 
the  rebel  army. 

"The  Prisoner's  Counsel  insisted,  that  this  sort  of  evidence  ought  not  to  be  admitted. 
For  though  collecting  money  for  the  service  of  rebels  is  an  overt-act  of  high-treason,  yet 
it  not  being  laid  in  the  indictment,  no  evidence  ought  to  be  given  of  it ;  and  they  relied 
on  the  statute  of  7  W.  3.  But  in  this  they  were  over-ruled  (see  East's  Pleas  of  the  Crown, 
c.  2,  §  16,  §  57)  upon  the  reasons  given  in  the  case  of  Deacon  (see  p.  366  of  this  vol.,  and 
the  cases  of  Rookwood  and  Lowick,  vol.  xiii.,  pp.  139,  267)."1 

Sir  John  was  thus  found  guilty.  His  first  act  was  to  communicate  with  his  wife* 
under  cover  to  his  cousin,  Grissell  Paterson,3  at  Dundee.  This  letter  is  among  the 
Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  50)  : — 

Dear  Jean 

I  have  just  now  come  from  Court  where  I  was  found  Guilty.  I  have  write  your 
friend  if  (sic)  ffyfe  to  make  a  new  application.  I  think  you  need  not  get  any  furder  to 
Mr.  J.  M.  for  I  am  to  make  out  a  state  of  the  proces  and  lay  before  him.  It  was  proven 
jn  Court  I  was  in  arms  at  Ed1'  immediately  after  the  Battle  of  Gladsmuir  and   that  I  was 

1  The  point  raised  was  in  effect  whether  the  indictment  was  sufficiently  specific  under  the  statute  7  W.  III., 

cap.  3,  sec.  8,  by  which  nothing  not  expressly  alleged  in  the  indictment  could  be  proved  at  the  trial. 
Here  the  indictment  alleged  "  levying  war,"  but  not  collecting  money,  and  the  objection  was  taken 
that  collecting  money  was  an  independent  offence,  and  should  have  been  expressly  charged  in  the 
indictment.  The  Court,  however,  held  that  it  was  merely  evidence  of  levying  war.  and  as  such 
allowed  it  to  be  proved.  The  cases  referred  to  were  all  eases  of  high  treason,  viz.,  those  of  Lowick  and 
Rookwood  charged  in  1696  with  conspiring  in  the  interest  of  King  James  against  the  life  of  William, 
of  Orange  and  found  guilty,  and  that  of  Thomas  Theodorus  Deacon  of  Manchester,  who  had  joined 
Prince  Charles  and  was  taken  prisoner,  and  had  been  tried  and  condemned  17  July.  He  was  executed 
30  July  1746.  Similar  points  had  arisen  in  these  cases,  which  may  be  studied  in  the  law  books.  See 
East's  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  c.  ii.,  §§  16,  57. 

2  See  ante,  p.  252,  n.  4. 
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Part  in.  at  Dudiston  and  Reviewed  there  in  the  horse  Guairds  with  Pistolls  before  me  and  a  sword 
Chap.  VI  .  wj(-a  j.n;s  distinction  that  I  had  not  the  Livery  and  did  not  draw  my  sword.  You  know 
how  far  this  is  from  truth  I  neither  haveing  a  sword  there  nor  Pistolls  nor  was  I  ever  at 
Dudiston  in  my  life.  I  beg  you'l  be  as  easy  as  possible  for  I  assure  you  nothing  that  can 
happen  shall  give  me  great  Disturbance,  You  and  our  family  being  the  only  concern  I 
have.  I  am  Dr  Jean, 

Yours 

J.W. 
Yon  may  write  your  ffriend  in  ffyf  in  case  my  letter  mis-carry  and  that  if  its  proper 
that  I  know  the  persons  applyed  to  that  I  may  cause  them  to  be  put  in  mind. 

4  Nov.  1746.  Endorsed  : — Sir  John  Wedderburn 

Addressed,  "  To  to  his  Wife 

Mrs.  Grissell  Paterson  att  4th  Nov.  1746 

Lady  Craige  Paterson's  house  (announcing  his  conviction) 

Dundee 
North  Britain." 

The  Sentence. 
The  sentence  was  delayed  for  some  ten  days,  but  when  delivered  was  the  barbarous 
one  passed  by  the  government  at  the  time  and  carried  out,  it  is  said,  in  all  its  horrible 
details.1     The  record  of  it  is  preserved  in  the  Record  Office,  London  (ut  sup.)  and  after 
reciting  the  indictment  verbatim  proceeds  : — 

"  Surry.  Be  it  Remembered  .  .  .  .  in  the  said  Letters  Patent  mentioned.  It  is  presented  that  Sir  John 
Wedderburn  late  of  Aberdeen  ....  against  the  form  of  the  Statute  in  such  ease  made  and  provided 
Whereupon  the  same  Session  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Gaol  Delivery  is  adjourned  by  the  aforesaid 
Justices  and  Commissioners  of  our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  and  others  their  fellows  afore- 
said here  until  Wednesday  the  Twenty  fifth  Day  of  June  in  the  Twentieth  year  aforesaid  to  be  holdeu 
at  the  Borough  of  Southwark  aforesaid  in  the  said  county  of  Surry  to  do  further  as  the  Court  shall 
then  and  there  see  fit  and  so  forth  upon  which  said  Wednesday  the  said  Twenty  fifth  Day  of  June  in 
the  Twentieth  year  aforesaid  the  same  Session  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Gaol  Delivery  is  holden 
by  the  adjournment  aforesaid  at  the  Borough  of  Southwark  aforesaid  in  the  said  County  of  Surry 
before  the  said  Justices  and  Commissioners  of  our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  Kin" 
and  others  their  Fellows  aforesaid  On  which  day  the  same  Session  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and 
Gaol  Delivery  is  further  adjourned  [further  adjournments  are  then  recited  to  Thursday  June  26 
Thursday  July  3,  Friday  July  4,  Tuesday  July  15,  Wednesday,  Thuisday,  and  Friday,  July  16,  17, 
and  18  ;  Tuesday  July  22,  Friday  July  25,  Saturday  July  26,  Wednesday  July  30,  Thursday  July  31, 
Saturday  Aug.  2,  Saturday  Aug.  23,  Tuesday  Sept  2]  And  thereupon  at  the  same  Session  of  Over 
and  Terminer  and  Gaol  Delivery  holden  by  the  adjournment  last  aforesaid  at  the  Borough  of 
Southwark  aforesaid  in  the  said  County  of  Surry  On  the  said  Tuesday  the  Second  Day  of  September 
in  the  Twentieth  year  aforesaid  bofore  the  said  Justices  and  Commissioners  of  our  said  present 
Sovereign  Lord  the  King  and  others  their  fellows  aforesaid  cometh  the  said  Sir  John  Wedderburn 
under  custody  of  the  keeper  of  the  said  Gaol  of  the  said  County  of  Surry  (into  whose  custody  he 
the  said  Sir  John  Wedderburn  was  before  the  said  Twenty  tliird  Day  of  June  committed  for  the 
cause  aforesaid)  being  brought  to  the  Bar  here  in  his  proper  person  and  having  heard  the  said 
Indictment  read  and  being  thereupon  immediately  asked  by  the  Court  here  how  he  would  acquit 
himself  of  the  said  High  Treason  specified  in  the  Indictment  aforesaid  He  the  said  Sir  John  Wed- 
derburn saith  That  he  is  not  guilty  thereof  and  thereupon  for  good  and  bad  he  putteth  himself 
upon  the  Country,  Therefore  let  a  jury  in  that  behalf  immediately  come  before  the  said  Justices  and 
Commissioners  of  our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  and  others  their  Fellows  aforesaid  here  and 
so  iorth  By  whom  the  Truth  of  the  matter  will  be  the  better  known  and  who  may  have  no  arfimtj'  to 
the  said  Sir  John  Wedderburn  to  try  upon  their  Oath  if  the  said  Sir  John  Wedderburn  be  guilty  of 
the  said  High  Treason  Specified  in  the  Indictment  aforesaid  or  not  Because  the  said  Sir  John 
Wedderburn  hath  put  himself  in  that  behalf  upon  the  said  Jury  And  hereupon  the  same  Session  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Gaol  Delivery  is  further  adjourned  [further  adjournments,  ut  ante  to 
Monday  October  13,  Wednesday  Oct'.  22,  Thursday  Oct.  23,  Friday  Oct.  24,  Saturday  Oct.  25 
Monday  Oct.  27,  Tuesday  Oct  28,  Wednesday  Oct.  29,  Friday  Oct.  31,  Saturday  Nov.  laud  Tuesday 
Nov.  4]  And  thereupon  at  the  same  Session  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Gaol  Delivery  holden  by  the 
adjournment  last  aforesaid  at  the  Borough  of  Southwark  aforesaid  in  the  said  County  of  Surry  on 
the  said  Fourth  Day  of  November  in  the  Twentieth  year  aforesaid  before  the  said  Justices  and 
Commissioners  of  our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  and  others  their  Fellows  aforesaid 
corneth  the  said  Sir  John  Wedderburn  under  the  Custody  of  the  Keeper  of  the  said  Gaol  of  the  said 
County  of  Surry  being  brought  to  the  Bar  here  in  his  proper  person  And  the  Jurors  of  the  said 
Jury  chosen  and  returned  for  this  purpose  by  the  Sheriff  of  the  said  County  of  Surry  between  our 
said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  and  the  said  Sir  John  Wedderburn  (to  wit)  Daniel  Ponton 
Michael  Cuff,  James  Spiers,  Francis  Bartholomew,  Edmund  Brown,  Thomas  Dawson,  James  Fowler 
Thomas  Hill,  Richard  Haddow,  Thomas  Howlet,  William  Taylor  and  Francis  Simmonds  being  called 
likewise  come  who  being  elected  tried  and  sworn  to  speak  the  Truth  touching  and  concerning  the 
premisses  aforesaid  upon  their  Oath  say  that  the  said  Sir  John  Wedderburn  is  guilty  of  the  said  High 

1  See  Memoirs  of  the  Pretenders  and  their  adherents.     G.  J.  H.  Jesse  (2  vols.,  London  1845),  vol.  ii.,  pp 
254-55.     The  heads  of  the  executed  are  said  to  have  been  set  on  poles  and  exposed  on  old  London  bridge.' 
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Treason  specified  iu  the  said  Indictment  in  manner  and  form  as  by  the  said  Indictment  is  above  Part  III 
supposed  and  that  the  said  Sir  John  Wedderburn  at  the  time  of  his  Committing  the  said  High  Chap.  VII. 
Treason  or  at  any  time  afterwards  had  no  goods  or  chattels  Lands  or  Tenements  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  said  Jurors  And  thereupon  the  same  Session  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Gaol  Delivery  is 
further  adjourned  [ut  ante,  to  Thursday  Nov.  6,  and  again  to  Friday  and  Saturday  Nov.  7  and  8, 
Monday  Nov.  10  and  Saturday  Nov.  15]  And  thereupon  at  the  same  Session  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
and  Gaol  Delivery  holden  by  the  adjournment  last  aforesaid  ut  the  Borough  of  Southvvark  aforesaid 
in  the  said  County  of  Surry  Ou  the  said  Saturday  the  said  Fifteeuth  Day  of  November  in  the 
Twentieth  year  aforesaid  befoie  the  said  Justices  and  Commissioners  of  our  said  present  Sovereign 
Lord  the  King  and  Others  their  Fellows  aforesaid  cometli  the  said  Sir  John  Wedderburn  under  the 
Custody  of  the  keeper  of  the  said  Gaol  of  the  said  County  of  Surry  being  brought  to  the  Bar  here 
in  his  proper  person  upon  which  Sir  Dudley  Ryder  Knight  Attorney  General  for  our  said  present 
Sovereign  Lord  the  King  being  now  present  here  in  Court  for  our  said  present  Sovereign  Lord  the 
(sic)  prayeth  that  Judgment  may  be  prononced  (sic)  and  execution  awarded  by  the  Court  here 
against  the  said  Sir  John  Wedderburn  upon  the  said  verdict  so  given  against  him  as  aforesaid  And 
the  said  Sir  John  Wedderburn  being  thereupon  Immediatly  asked  by  the  Court  here  if  he  hath  or 
knoweth  of  anything  to  say  for  himself  why  the  Court  here  should  not  proceed  to  pronounce 
Judgment  and  Award  Execution  against  him  iu  this  behalf  according  to  Law  He  the  said  Sir  John 
Wedderburn  saith  nothing  more  than  what  he  had  before  said  Whereupon  all  and  singular  the  pre- 
misses being  seen  and  fully  understood  by  the  Court  here  It  is  considered  by  the  Court  here  that  the 
said  Sir  John  Wedderburn  do  return  to  the  Uaol  of  the  said  County  of  Surry  from  whence  he  came 
and  from  thence  be  drawn  to  the  place  of  Execution  and  when  he  cometh  there  That  he  be  hanged 
by  the  Neck  but  not  till  he  dead  and  that  he  be  therefore  cut  down  alive  and  that  his  Bowels  be 
then  taken  out  and  burnt  before  his  Face  and  that  his  Head  be  then  severed  from  his  Body  and  that 
his  Body  be  divided  into  four  Quarters  and  that  those  be  at  the  disposal  of  our  said  present 
Sovereign  Lord  the  King.1  Examined  by  me  Hen  :  Masterman 

Clerk  to  the  Commission. 
After  this  there  was  still  a  little  delay,  but  on  Nov.  27  it  was  intimated  to  Sir  John 
that  the  sentence  would  be  carried  out  the  next  day.  It  is  said  when  the  fatal  news  was 
brought  him  by  the  gaoler  he  was  playing  backgammon  with  Paterson  of  Carpow,  and  that 
he  requested  the  gaoler  to  "  stand  out  of  the  light  till  the  game  was  over,"  after  which 
"  he  called  for  wine  and  drank  farewell  to  his  friends  "■  (post,  p.  282).  This  may  well  be  so, 
but  it  rests  only  on  tradition.  An  authentic  account  of  his  last  hours  is  given  in  a  letter 
from  his  son  James  to  his  sister  Margaret,  written  in  the  following  February,  the  original 
of  which  is  at  Craigflower,  while  a  copy  is  among  the  Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  57).  Sir 
John's  answer  to  his  son,  in  refusing  to  attempt  escape,  that  "it  would  be  as  well  to  die 
now  as  twenty  years  after,"  shows  the  calm  spirit  in  which  he  met  his  fate.  His  last 
evening  in  life  was  spent  in  writing  to  his  wife,  his  eldest  son,  his  Prince,  and'  one  or  two 
relatives,  who  would,  he  hoped,  be  ready  to  assist  his  unfortunate  family.  The  originals 
or  copies  of  all  these  letters  are  among  the  Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  51-55), 2  and  of  one  of 
them,  that  to  his  wife,  a  facsimile  is  here  given. 

My  dearest, 

Be  the  time  this  comes  to  hand  I  shall  be  no  more  I  hope  God  who  base  given  me 
patience  to  bear  with  a  great  many  hardships  hitherto  will  support  me  to  the  last :  the 
greatest  I  have  now  to  undergo  is  the  thoughts  of  parting  with  you  and  my  Children  and 
if  it  is  so  at  this  distance  it  must  have  been  much  more  so  had  you  been  here.  I  pray 
God  support  you  under  this  affliction.  I  received  yours  of  the  13th  which  affected  me 
much  but  if  you  recollect  a  little  you'l  be  at  more  then  ordinary  pains  about  yourself  : 
consider  if  anything  ail  you  what  will  become  of  your  children.  The  Presbeterian  Minirs 
attestation  came  to  hand  but  never  anything  came  from  that  airth  without  a  sting  in  the 
tail  of  it.  I  believe  it  has  done  me  neither  good  nor  harm.  As  to  interest  used  for  me  Mr 
Wedderburn  and  his  Lady3  have  been  at  a  world  of  pains  and  realy  procured  Great  folks 

1  The  following  is  the  account  of  Sir  John,  and  his  trial  is  given  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  vol. 
xvi.  (1746),  p.  572  : — "  Nov.  4.  Sir  John  Wedderburn's  trial  came  on  ;  he  produced  witnesses  to  shew 
that  at  the  time  he  was  said  to  be  among  the  rebels,  he  had  been  four  times  taken  by  force  from  his 
own  house  by  the  rebels,  and  that  for  the  greatest  part  of  that  time  he  was  at  his  own  house.  But 
the  counsel  for  the  Crown  produced  twelve  receipts,  signed  John  Wedderburn,  for  excise  collected  at 
Perth,  Dundee,  &c,  and  prov'd  to  be  his  handwriting,  and  some  of  the  witnesses  themselves  prov'd 
the  paying  of  excise  to  him.  It  was  prov'd  also  that  he  own'd  himself  a  volunteer  in  Ld  Ogilvie's 
2d  battalion,  and  by  an  officer  who  said  he  was  private  man  in  the  said  battalion.  The  jury  without 
going  out  of  Court  found  him  guilty.  Sir  John's  father  had  a  small  estate  near  Dundee,  which  was 
sold  to  satisfy  his  creditors  ;  whence  this  gentleman  being  left  destitute,  was  obliged  to  occupy  a  small 
farm  to  support  a  wife  and  nine  children,  who  were  commonly  seen  to  run  about  the  doors  of  a  small 
thatch'd  cott  barefooted ;  so  that  private  distress  drove  him  todespair,  and  that  headlong  into  rebellion. " 

-  There  are  two  originals,  that  to  his  wife  and  his  uncle  of  Idvies;  the  rest  are  copies,  and  probably  do 
not  accurately  reproduce  the  spelling  of  the  originals. 

3  This  Mr.  Wedderburn  is  no  doubt  Sir  John's  second  cousin,  Alexander  Wedderburn,  shipmaster  in 
London  (ante,  p.  229),  who  was  the  only  member  of  the  family  then  resident  in  England. 
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Part  in.  but;  it  seems  I  was  among  the  number  of  the  Elect  and  not  to  be  parted  with.  The  Duke 
'  of  Cumberland  was  present  at  the  Councill  who  determined  the  thing  and  you  may 
believe  woud  soon  overballance  any  interest :  as  for  G :  Austruther  I  dont  know 
what  he  hase  done  nor  Mr  John  Maule  I  dont  know  anything  they  have  done  but  as  you 
have  write  me  :  there  is  one  thing  I'le  recommend  to  you  tho'  I  believe  its  needless  That 
is  to  instill  into  my  Children  Male  and  famle  a  just  sence  of  what  our  Country  has 
suffered  in  Generall  and  I  in  Particular  :  the  eldest  hase  it.  I  would  write  to  a  good 
many  of  my  friends  and  acquaintance  but  am  now  scrimped  with  time  being  to  Die 
tomorrow  and  to  prevent  any  application  it  is  not  yet  Intimat  to  us  for  I  have  learned  it 
by  the  by  ;  make  my  Complements  to  your  Brother  and  his  Lady  of  whose  ffriendship  Im 
very  sensible  I  woud  likeways  have  write  Pegy  whose  situation  gives  me  a  great  concern 
but  have  nothing  to  say  but  God  bless  her  I  am  as  ever 

My  dearest  life 
South wark  Goal],  27  Nov1'  Your  most  afF :  Husband 

1746.  John  Wedderburn. 

I  have  ordered  James  to  send  down  my  Linnen. 
Addressed  "To  Endorsed     "  Sir  John  Wedderburn  to  his 

My  Lady  Wedderburn  att  Nevay,  wife  27th  Nov.  1746  " 

near  Dundee."  (the  day  before  his  execution).1 

Dear  John, 

To-day  at  12  o'clock  I  got  notice  that  I  am  to  be  executed  tomorrow  I  was 
proved  at  Duddinton  reviewed  by  the  prince  with  a  small  sword  and  pair  of  pistols  when 
you  know  I  rode  in  a  chaise  the  Injustice  of  which  with  a  great  many  other  things  I 
designed  to  have  expaciated  more  fully  upon  if  I  had  time.  I  hear  that  while  you  stayed 
here  you  parted  too  Easily  with  your  mony  which  will  not  do  I  need  not  tell  you  to 
take  Care  and  Please  Mr.  Paterson.  (unsigned) 

Sir, 

1  had  notice  given  me  of  my  tryal  only  to-day  at  12  o'clock  so  you  may  Easily  guess 
I  have  not  time  to  write  a  Long  letter  only  I  entreat  you  would  bestow  all  the  Good 
offices  you  intended  for  me  upon  My  Wife  as  for  the  young  man  I  am  afraid  he  is  the 
worse  for  the  last  half  year's  Enrployment  not  haveing  the  true  Value  for  a  shilling  which 
is  a  very  bad  sign  of  thriving  in  one  of  his  age  :  how  it  will  turn  out  I  know  not  but  I 
am  afraid  of  him  being  Expensive  I  am,  &c.  (unsigned)5 

Sir, 

My  fate  happens  to  be  to  Die  tomorrow  of  which  I  was  only  told  this  day  at  12  o'clock 
since  which  time  I've  been  pretty  much  busied  not  but  it  was  what  I  expected  all  along 
haveing  his  Grace  of  Cumberland  against  me  :  as  I've  hitherto  born  it  pretty  equally  I  hope 

1  shall  do  it  to  the  end.  There  is  nothing  gives  me  any  pain  but  parting  with  my  Wife 
and  Children  in  the  miserable  situation  they  are  in  which  tho'  I  had  lived  had  litle  prospect 
of  bettering.  If  you'l  be  so  good  as  give  your  self  any  concern  about  them  which  I  rely 
expect  it  will  make  me  Die  with  greater  ease.  I  offer  my  Complements  to  your  Lady 
and  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  affectionat 

Southwark  new  Goall  and  Obedient  nephew 

27  Novr  1746.  John  Wedderburn. 

Addressed                  "  To  (Endorsed  in  the  hand  of  Dr.  John  Wedderburn 

Doctor  John  Wedderburn  of  "  Sir  John  Wedderburn's  letter  27  Nov.  1746 

Idvie,  Phisician  in  to  which  is  added  by  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Balindean 

Dundee."  "  to  Dr  John  Wedderburn,  the  day  before  his  execution.") 

'  In  his  "  History  of  the  Carnegies  "  (Edin.  1867),  pp.  85-86,  Sir  William  Fraser  quotes  this  letter  at 
length  "  from  the  original  at  Kinblethmout  "  in  possession  of  H.  A.  F.  Lindsay  Carnegie.  He  says 
it  is  on  half  a  sheet  of  quarto  letter  paper  and  has  neither  signature  nor  address.  He  is  of  course  in 
error  in  calling  it  "the  original."  Jean  Fullarton.  Lady  Wedderburn,  was  daughter  to  Margaret 
Carnegie  (daughter  of  John  Carnegie),  who  married  in  June  1711  John  Fullarton  of  that  ilk,  eo. 
Perth,  and  no  doubt  the  document  is  one  of  several  copies  made  and  sent  by  Lady  Wedderburn  to 
some  member  of  her  family.     Thus  there  is  another  copy  of  it  at  Craigfiower. 

2  There  is  at  Craigfiower  a  copy  of  this  letter,  which  is  stated  to  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Paterson  (Addieford). 

In  the  expression  "  notice  of  my  tryal  "  the  last  word,  of  course,  signifies  the  ordeal  which  Sir  John 
had  now  to  face,  not  the  trial  of  his  case  which  had  taken  place  some  time  back.  The  "  young  man  " 
is  his  eldest  sou,  John.  I  am  not  clear  what  "  the  last  half  year's  employment "  means,  probably  the 
shifts  to  which  he  had  been  put  since  his  escape  from  Culloden  and  during  his  disguise. 
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May  it  please  Yr  Royal  Highness  Part  in. 

I  had  the  Honour  of  being  employed  by  Y1'  R  :  H :  to  Collect  the  ale  and  malt  arrears  chaP  VII. 
in  the  Counties  of  Angus  and  Perth.  My  eldest  Son  attended  Lord  0 — y  to  D — y  and 
back  again.  I  happened  to  be  taken  Prisoner  at  C — n,  was  carted  up  here,  condemed 
here  and  am  to  be  executed  tomorrow  I  have  a  wife  and  nine  Children  in  a  very  miserable 
Condition  as  to  Subsistance  I  have  given  strict  Injunctions  to  my  wife  to  educate  our 
Children  being  5  sons  aud  4  daughters  in  the  strickest  principals  to  Your  R  :  11  :'s  family 
if  your  R.H.  pleases  to  honour  them  with  your  protection  in  consideration  of  my  sufferings 
whose  last  moments  shall  be  spent  in  praying  for  the  prosperity  of  your  R  :  H  :'s  ffamily 
By  him  who  is  and  ever  has  been 

May  it  please  Yr  R  :  H  : 

Yr  most  devoted 
Nov.  27  humble  Serv* 

1746.  J:W.! 

The  way  in  which  Sir  John  met  his  death  was  consistent  with  his  resolution  on  being 
informed  of  his  fate.  He  was  hanged  with  John  Hamilton  and  three  others  on  Kennington 
Common,  on  the  spot  where  the  altar  of  the  church  there  now  stands.2  He  died,  wrote  his 
son,  "  in  such  a  manner  as  to  confirm  all  those  who  had  conversed  with  him  since  he  came 
to  London  in  their  opinions  of  his  sense,  his  resolutions  and  his  integrity."  "  The  constancy 
(of  those  executed)  in  death,"  says  Goldsmith,3  "  gained  more  proselytes  to  their  cause 
than  perhaps  their  victories  could  have  done."4 

The  following  letter  from  Grissell  Paterson  to  Sir  John's  eldest  daughter  Margaret, 
condoling  with  her  on  the  terrible  event,  is  from  the  original  at  Craigflower.  A  copy  of  it 
is  among  the  Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  5G). 

Dear  Cousm 

I  have  no  doubt  of  your  being  in  great  trouble  and  good  reason  you  have  for  you 
have  lost  the  best  of  fathers  but  I  trust  in  god  he  is  happier  aud  I  hope  you  will  never 
want  friends,  you  may  depend  on  all  the  friendship  thats  in  my  power  to  show  you  but 
all  I  can  doo  will  never  requit  the  halfe  of  the  favours  I  have  received  from  your  dear 
papa  who  is  now  gone  for  I  am  sure  he  was  ye  best  of  friends  to  me,  you  may  tell  your 
mamma  I  have  got  the  forty  pound  again  from.  Mr  Laird  and  he  desired  me  to  tell  her  if 
she  wanted  money  he  would  give  her  twenty  pound  when  she  pleased.  1  did  not  care  for 
sending  ye  money  or  you  send  a  sure  hand  for  it.  I  would  fain  see  you  if  you  could  think 
of  coming  in  for  I  am  very  ill  at  writing  what  I  would  say.  I  am  amind  to  come  and  see 
your  Mama  as  soon  as  I  can  but  I  hope  you  will  let  me  see  you  here  as  I  am  fraid  it  will 
be  some  time  or  I  yet  come  and  I  ever  am 

dear  Peggy  your  affectinet  Cousin 
Dundee  dec.  16  1746.  Grissel  Paterson. 

The  Docter  is  still  keeping  the  house,  so  I  think  you  might  come  in  and  see  him/' 
Addressed  on  back  :  — 

To  Miss  Wedderburn  at  Nevay. 

1  Of  this  letter  also  there  is  a  copy  at  Craigflower. 

2  So  says  Sir  W.  Fraser  in  his  History  of  the  Uarnegies  already  cited. 

3  History  of  England,  in  letters  from   a  Nobleman  to    his    son,    Written    in    1764  (vol.  ii.      Letters    60, 

p.  202;  ed.  5.  1776). 

4  See  Gentleman's  Magazine.  1746  (p.  612).     "  Nov.  28.     Were  executed  at  Kennington  Common  Sir  John 

Wedderburn,  John  Hamilton  Esq.  (and  three  others),  ...  all  except  the  last  (Alexander  Leith) 
seem'd  very  unconcern'd."  In  the  "  Memoirs  of  the  Pretenders  "  (vol.  ii ,  p.  258),  already  cited,  it  is 
said  that  Sir  John  was  executed  together  with  John  Hamilton,  Alexander  Leith,  Andrew  Wood,  "  a 
fine  and  chivalrous  boy,"  and  James  Bradshaw,  aud  that  they  only  got  notice  of  the  time  of  their 
execution  at  9  a.m.  on  the  very  day  of  it.  The  latter  statement,  which  is  borne  out  by  Sir  John's 
last  letter  to  his  wife,  in  which  he  speaks  of  having  learnt  of  his  approaching  fate  "  by  the  by,"  is 
repeated  in  Constable's  Miscellany,  History  of  1745,  xvi.,  p.  256-58.  "  On  15th  Nov.  1746  (he  says) 
judgment  was  pronounced  on  no  fewer  than  twenty-two  persons,  at  the  Court  of  St.  Margaret's  Hill, 
and  out  of  these  five  were  ordered  for  execution  on  the  28th.  .  .  .  Among  them  was  Sir  John 
Wedderburn,  who  had  acted  as  receiver  of  the  excise  duties  aud  cess  raised  by  the  Prince.  .  .  . 
Before  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  servants  of  the  Keeper  unlocked  the  room  in 
■which  Sir  John  was  confined,  aud  announcing  that  he  was  to  die,  desired  him  to  prepare  for  the 
sheriff ;  he  received  the  summons  with  calmness,  and  said  he  would  be  ready  ...  He  and  four 
others  were  drawn  to  the  place  of  execution  on  two  sledges,  arrived  there  a  little  after  noon,  and  the 
execution  immediately  took  place  in  the  midst  of  a  vast  crowd  of  spectators.  .  .  .  The  whole 
prayed  for  King  James."  (Quoted  in  J.W.'s  MS.). 

5  The  "  docter  "  is  of  course  Dr.   John  Wedderburn  of  Idvies,  who  was  uucle  to  Grissell  Paterson  and  great 

uncle  to  Margaret  Wedderburn. 
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Part  III.  Of  greater  interest,  however,  is  a  long  letter,1  also  to  Margaret  (Bl.  57),  from  his  son 

Chap.  vn.  jameSj  giving  a  full  account  of  Sir  John's  last  night  alive,  and  of  such  efforts  as  could  be 
made  at  the  eleventh  hour  to  obtain  a  reprieve.     He  writes : — 

Dear  Peggy, 

I  Recieved  yours  of  the  11th  Dec.  on  the  21st  of  January.  I  assure  you  I  was  as- 
much  surprized  as  you  could  be  when  these  bloody  rascals  the  Ju — e  and  att — ney  General 
accomplished  their  ends  which  nobody  here  thinks  they  could  have  done  if  one  of  our 
friends  had  done  as  we  expected  Both  Mr.  Wedderburn2  and  I  thought  we  were  as  sure  of 
his  being  saved  as  any  body  can  be  in  a  case  of  that  nature  :  from  the  time  of  the  sentence 
being  pass'd  1  never  rested  going  continually  from  one  friend  to  another  to  applie  more 
earnestly  to  the  Great  People  they  were  acquainted  with  :  there  was  never  a  day  but  I 
went  to  General  Anstruther's  after  I  heard  he  was  upon  the  road  to  importune  him  but 
putting  all  the  circumstances  together  I  have  great  reason  to  think  he  never  spoke  one 
word  in  his  behalf  at  court  or  so  faintly  as  not  to  be  of  any  use  you  may  look  upon  him 
as  your  friend  in  matters  of  small  consequence  but  I  assure  you  although  the  whole  family 
was  to  go  the  same  way  I  dont  think  he  would  run  the  risk  of  making  himself  disagreeable- 
to  save  us.  Dureing  his  confinement  he  was  always  as  chearfull  as  ever  I  have  seen  him 
saying  that  he  was  resolved  not  to  disturb  himself  with  whatever  should  happen  for  he 
had  prepared  for  the  worst  the  only  thing  that  troubled  him  was  leaving  his  family  in  such 
a  Miserable  Condition  as  he  express'd  it  in  a  letter  the  copy  of  which  with  some  others  he- 
wrote  the  night  before  the  execution  I  shall  send  with  Pet:  Scot  but  still  as  I  thought  we 
had  so  many  friends  that  there  was  little  to  be  feared  so  that  we  had  no  reason  to  dispair 
till  thursday  at  1  2  o'clock  when  the  reprieves  came  down  and  he  was  not  mention'd  after 
that  he  put  all  his  cloth's  together  put  on  his  old  bearskin  coat  wrote  a  letter3  to  me  with 
direction  about  his  ffuneralls,  and  some  others  I  spoke  off,  tooke  his  leave  of  me  and  went 
to  entertain  some  company  who  had  come  out  of  curiosity  to  see  who  was  to  go  and  who 
not  we  had  not  sitten  long  when  there  came  a  reprieve  for  Tho8  Watson  which  I  thought 
had  been  the  effect  of  some  later  solicitations  so  went  and  tooke  boat  immediatly  for  Mr. 
Wedderburn's  to  advise  with  him  what  could  be  done  he  said  that  nothing  more  than  what 
had  been  done  allready  that  he  knew  of  but  Mrs.  Wedderburn  and  I  desired  him  to  write 
a  handsome  letter  to  the  C — tess  of  Y — th  which  I  carried  to  St.  James  after  signing  it 
but  it  was  of  no  purpose  for  the  Servants  'had  got  orders  to  take  no  letters  except  from  the 
post  I  desire  you  would  not  tell  anybody  of  this  because  I  did  not  expect  to  have  any 
success  only  that  I  might  have  the  Satisfaction  of  haveing  tryed  everything  that  could  be 
thought  upon,  there  is  one  thing  that  I  always  thought  would  have  done  in  the  evenings 
especially  that  before  the  execution  the  prison  was  crowded  with  people  (for  they  sell 
liquors  as  in  a  publick  house)  which  must  of  necessity  confuse  the  keepers  and  I  would 
have  had  him  to  put  on  Mrs.  Kinnaird's  hoop  gown  and  capuchin  which  I  think  would  have 
disguised  him  so  far  as  to  get  out  but  he  said  it  would  be  as  well  to  die  now  as  20  years 
after  and  he  would  not  run  the  risk  of  being  ill  used  the  night  before  his  death  and  forbid 
me  to  trouble  my  head  any  more  about  it  next  morning  at  7  o'clock  I  came  over  when  the 
condemned  were  not  come  from  the  back  prison  so  I  waited  with  Sandy  K  inloch  till  they 
should  come  and  he  told  me  that  he  had  been  up  all  night  preparing  himself  and  he 
thought  a  second  parting  would  be  troublesome  bringing  us  all  to  his  memory  which  he  knew 
was  the  only  thing  that  pained  him  and  perhaps  give  an  appearance  of  concern  to  him 
which  would  be  explained  otherwise  by  the  spectators  so  I  went  away  before  he  came  to 
from  prison  I  need  not  tell  you  that  he  died  in  such  a  manner  as  to  confirm  all  those 
who  had  conversed  with  him  since  he  came  to  London  in  their  opinion  of  his  sense, 
resolution,  and  integrity  which  will  always  make  them  ready  to  assist  us  when  we  go 
abroad  in  the  world. 

Dear  Peggy  I  desire  you  would  not  take  the  thing  so  much  to  heart  for  it  will  hurt 
yourself  and  give  our  enemies  that  satisfaction  they  so  earnestly  desire  nobody  knew  him 
but  who  had  a  regard  for  him  and  it  will  always  be  an  honour  to  us  that  we  had  such  a 
father  the  stings  of  their  own  consciences  will  be  a  sufficient  punishment  for  them  in  this 
world  and  may  they  have  their  deserts  in  the  next. 

1  Original  at  Craigflower;  copy  only  among  the  Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  57). 
5  See  ante,  p.  278,  note  1. 

3  This  letter  is  not  extant,  nor  can  the  directions  have  availed,  for  the  bodies  of  the  executed  were  dealt 
with  by  the  Government. 
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I  have  just  now  received  a  letter  from  Kate  Read  telling  me  that  Kate  is  gone  to  Part  in. 
Gosford's  and  Peter  to  his  Namefather's1  I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  Mama's  being  bad  for  Papa  chaP-  vn- 
was  saying  he  was  afraid  it  would  kill  her.  I  have  two  favours  to  ask  of  you  one  is  that 
you  would  send  David  Miller's  fowling  piece  which  I  design  to  make  a  present  of  to  my 
master  being  very  much  obliged  to  him  and  likely  to  be  more;  it  would  be  very  acceptable 
to  him  both  because  of  the  owner  and  as  he  delights  much  in  fowling ;  the  other  is  Hill's 
arithmetick  there  being  two  copies  of   it     Give  my  service  to  Grizie  Paterson  and  all 

friends.     I  am 

Your  most  aff6  Brother 

James  Wedderburn. 
P.S.     I  would  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  send  the  gun  with  Peter  Scot. 

Feb.  2d  1747. 

Addressed  to  : — ■ 
Miss  Peggy  Wedderburn 
to  the  care  of  Mrs.  Grizel 
Paterson  at  Dundee 
Scotland. 

I  close  this  account  of  Sir  John's  share  in  the  '45  with  a  reprint  of  several  versions 
of  it  of  very  varying  value.  That  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  has  been  already  given 
(ante,  p.  279,  n.  4),  but  to  it  may  be  added  (1)  that  appended  to  the  report  of  his  trial  in 
the  State  Trials  ;  (2)  that  taken  down  by  J.W.  from  the  mouths  of  his  nephew  and 
niece,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded  ;  and  (3)  the  passage  in  Dr.  Doran's  London  in 
Jacoldte  Times,  to  the  inaccuracies  of  which  I  referred  at  the  outset  of  this  account. 

(1)  From  the  "  State  Trials  "  vol.  xviii.  (1813). 

"Sir  John  Wedderburn,  bart.,  was  the  son  of  sir  Alexander  Wedderburn,  of  Aberdeen- 
shire, whose  family  have  been  long  resident  in  that  part  of  Scotland,2  several  of  whose 
ancestors  are  honourably  mentioned  in  the  Scottish  histories,  especially  sir  David  Wedder- 
burn, who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Musselburgh.3  The  late  sir  Alexander,  father  to  this 
unfortunate  gentleman,  was  greatly  esteemed  for  his  known  attachment  to  the  Revolution 
principles,  and  the  Hanover  succession  ;4  insomuch  that  the  government  thought  proper  to 
make  him  a  receiver  of  the  excise  and  other  duties,  which,  with  a  small  estate  he  had  near 
Dundee,  enabled  him  to  bring  up  a  numerous  family  ;  but  being  of  a  liberal  and  generous 
spirit,  he  left  the  estate  encumbered,  so  that  when  sir  John  arrived  to  his  honour  of  a 
baronet,  he  had  nothing  to  support  it ;  though  on  the  expectation  of  having  an  estate  to 
descend  to  him  free,  he  married  a  young  lady  of  a  reputable  family  in  his  neighbourhood ; 
for  on  his  father's  death  the  estate  was  destined  to  be  sold,5  in  order  to  satisfy  the  father's 
debts  ;  that  when  sir  John  found  nothing  coming  in  order  to  support  his  family,  he  retired 
to  a  small  farm,  with  a  thatched  house  and  clay  floor,  which  he  occupied  with  great 
industry,  and  thereby  made  a  laborious  but  starving  shift  to  support  a  wife  and  nine 
children,  who  used  to  run  about  in  the  fields  barefoot. 

The  extreme  poverty  of  sir  John,  and  his  numerous  dependants,  overcame  sir  John's 
duty  to  all  kind  of  society,  and  the  present  happy  establishment ;  and  being  tempted  with 
a  commission  from  the  Pretender  to  collect  the  excise,  yet  in  some  measure  forced  to  do  it, 
sir  John's  loyalty  at  last  gave  way  to  his  poverty ;  though  it  is  admitted,  that  he  never 
did  any  acts  of  violence  to  his  majesty's  subjects,  any  other  thau  receiving  the  duties 
arising  by  the  excise,  having  never  bore  arms,  or  caused  any  one  to  enlist  into  the  rebel 
service. 

After  sir  John  was  made  a  prisoner,  he  was  delivered  to  the  care  of  captain  Eyre,  an 
officer  appointed  by  the  duke  of  Cumberland  to  take  charge  of  the  rebel  officers,  who 
treated  him  with  great  humanity,  according  to  his  birth  and  dignity  ;  and  conveyed  him 
on  board  one  of  his  majesty's  ships  of  war  to  the  river  Thames,  from  whence  he  was  carried 

1  Kate  Read  is  of  course  Sir  John's  niece,  the  artist  (ante,  p.  262,  note  3),  while  Kate  is  his  second 
daughter.  Gosford  is  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  and  not  his  brother,  Sir  Peter  Halkett  of 
Pitfirrane  (post,  Part  iv).  Peter  is  Sir  John's  fifth  son,  whose  namefather  was  Peter  Wedderburn 
then  secretary  of  excise  and  later  a  lord  of  Session  as  Lord  Chesterhall  (post,  Part  iv.) 

"  This  description  is,  of  course,  an  error,  due  to  Sir  John's  presence  at  Culloden. 

:1  I  do  not  know  what  the  ground  of  this  statement  is,  as  I  have  no  record  of  any  Sir  David  Wedderburn  at 
the  battle  of  Pinkie  or  Musselburgh  in  1547. 

4  Altogether  mistaken  ;  see  post,  p.  284. 

5  Again  an  error  ;  Blackness  was  sold  in  Sir  Alexander's  life  time 

2n 
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Part  in.  with  the  other  officers,  to  the  New-gaol  in  Southwark,  where  he  was  lodged  in  the  master- 
ap'  "  side  of  the  gaol  with  sir  James  Kinloch,  Mr  Hamilton,  and  others,  during  which  time  he 
behaved  like  a  gentleman,  being  plentifully  supplied,  and  indeed  flattered  himself  with 
being  acquitted,  as  he  thought  he  had  not  armed  himself  in  the  rebellion,  but  was  very 
much  shocked  when  the  jury  found  him  guilty  ;  and  after  sentence  of  death,  his  behaviour 
was  consistent  with  the  character  of  a  gentleman,  being  sensible  of  his  error,  and  the 
calamity  he  had  brought  on  himself,  his  inoffensive  lady,  and  innocent  posterity. 
He  was  executed  at  Kennington  Common  as  a  traitor,  Nov.  28,  1746." 

(2)  From  a  Memorandum  among  J.  W.'s  J/5.' 

"  Sir  John  having  joined  the  Prince  very  soon  after  his  appearing  in  Scotland,  became 
one  of  his  Life  Guards  and  a  volunteer  in  the  second  battalion  of  Lord  Ogilvy's  Regiment. 
He  was  in  the  several  engagements  at  Gladsmuir,  Falkirk,  and  Culloden,  but  he  did  not 
cross  the  Border  with  the  army,  rejoining  it  on  its  retreat  northwards.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  on  16  April  174G,  conveyed  with  Lord  Kilmarnock  and  others  to  London, 
imprisoned  in  the  New  Jail  at  Southwark  9  August ;  and  while  there  must  have  been  in 
the  greatest  distress  but  for  the  kindness  of  his  cousin,  James  Paterson  of  C'arpow.  He 
was  brought  to  trial  at  the  Court  of  St.  Margaret's  Hill  on  the  4th  November,  and 
acknowledged  himself  a  volunteer  in  Lord  Ogilvy's  regiment,  noways  attempting  to 
conceal  or  deny  the  principles  which  had  induced  him  to  go  out  with  the  Prince.  The 
witnesses  for  the  crown  also  produced  twelve  receipts  for  taxes  or  duties,  on  malt,  etc., 
forcibly  levied  in  Perth  and  Dundee,  and  signed  "  John  Wedderburn,"  for  the  Prince's 
service.  One  witness  swore  falsely  to  his  having  been  with  the  Prince  at  Derby,  but  this 
evidence  applied  to  his  son  Sir  John,  who  was  so  fortunate  as  to  escape.  The  above 
receipts  are  said  to  have  been  bought  up  by  Lady  Lundy,  who  forwarded  them  to 
Government,  but  there  is  no  proof  of  this.  David  Dick,  a  brewer  in  Dundee,  from  his 
attachment  to  Sir  John,  made  off  to  the  hills  to  avoid  being  compelled  to  bear  witness 
against  him.  He  was,  however,  condemned  both  on  his  own  acknowledgment  and  on  the 
evidence  adduced  against  him.  The  estate  of  Blackness  was  confiscated,  and  being  sold 
was  purchased  by  the  Hunters,  with  whom  it  still  remains.  Some  hopes  of  pardon  were 
entertained,  but  were  frustrated  by  the  personal  interference  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 
When  the  death  warrant  for  Sir  John's  execution  on  the  following  day  was  given  him  by 
the  gaoler,  he  was  engaged  at  a  game  of  backgammon  with  Carpow ;  old  Webster  and 
another  were  also  in  his  cell.  He  requested  the  gaoler  to  stand  out  of  the  light  till  the 
game  was  over,  and  afterwards  called  for  wine,  and  drank  farewell  to  his  friends.  On 
that  evening  (27th  Nov.)  he  wrote  to  his  Lady,  and  on  the  following  morning  was 
conveyed  on  a  sledge  to  Kennington  Common,  where  he  was  hanged,  etc.,  with  Andrew 
Wood,  John  Hamilton,  James  Bradshaw,  and  Alexander  Leith,  Esquires.  Colonel  Far- 
quharson,  also  condemned,  was  reprieved.  The  minister  blessed  King  James  before  he 
died ;  the  other  gentlemen  were  silent." 

(3)  From  Dr.  Doraris  "  London  in  the  Jacobite  Times"  vol.  ii.,  p.  186. 

"  There  was  a  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  Bart.,  who  found  sympathy  in  men  of  both  parties. 
His  father,  a  stout  whig,  had  been  at  the  head  of  the  excise  in  the  Port  of  Dundee.  Old 
Sir  John  had  an  ample  estate  but  being  of  a  liberal  and  generous  spirit,  as  the  contemporary 
press  remarks,  his  liberality  and  generosity  utterly  ruined  his  family.  At  his  death  there 
was  no  estate  for  his  heirs  to  inherit.  The  new  baronet  with  his  wife  and  family  took  up 
his  residence  near  Perth  in  a  thatched  hut,  with  a  clay  floor  and  no  light  except  what 
came  through  a  doorway.  It  was  placed  on  a  very  small  piece  of  land  from  which  Sir 
John  could  not  be  ousted.  He  tilled  his  half-acre  with  ceaseless  industry  and  he  made 
what  was  described  as  "a  laborious  but  starving  shift"  to  support  his  wife  and  nine 

1  This  is  not  noted  in  the  inventory  of  J. W.'s  Papers  in  vol.  ii.  of  this  work,  being  included  in  the  folio 
MS.  vol. — consisting  mainly  of  the  draft  of  his  printed  memoir,  mentioned  in  the  note  relating  to 
his  collection  at  p.  141  of  that  volume.  The  document  is  headed  : — "The  following  circumstances 
respecting  Sir  John  Wedderburn's  (1745),  and  his  son's,  Sir  John's  (1746),  share  in  the  troubles  of 
1745-46  were  committed  to  paper  in  July  1819  and  June  1822,  from  the  reciting  of  Elizabeth 
Wedderburn,  otherwise  Graham  of  Balmuir,  and  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  children  of  the  late 
Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  whose  concern  in  these  troubles  is  also  stated.  Respecting  Sir  John, 
see  also  Gentleman's  Magazine,  1746,  pp.  209,  210,  572,  and  612."  The  further  passages  of  the 
memorandum  relating  to  young  Sir  John,  and  to  Pearsie,  are  given  later  in  the  account  of  them  (see 
post,  chaps,  viii.  and  ix). 
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children.  They  all  went  about  barefoot.  To  the  head  of  this  family  a  proposal  was  made  Part  in. 
when  the  Jacobites  occupied  Perth  that  he  should  collect  dues  and  imports  for  Prince  ChaP-  VH- 
Charlfis  Edward.  Sir  John's  poverty  consented.  He  collected  the  taxes  but  he  never 
joined  the  Jacobite  army.  Nevertheless,  when  the  army  under  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
came  that  way  Sir  John  was  seized  and  sent  South.  Put  upon  his  trial  he  pleaded  his 
poverty,  his  starving  family  and  his  light  offence.  He  was  however  condemned,  though 
more  guilty  offenders  had  unaccountably  escaped.  He  bore  himself  with  a  calm  dignity  till 
the  adverse  verdict  was  pronounced,  and  then  he  could  not  completely  control  an  emotion 
which  sprung  rather  from  thoughts  of  his  family  than  for  himself.  The  lowest  and 
loyallest  of  the  Londoners  acknowledged  that  Sir  John  was  a  gentleman  and  deserving  of 
pity.     After  his  death  the  King  afforded  pecuniary  relief  to  his  wife  and  family." 

This  last  account  is  obviously  very  wide  of  the  mark.  So  far  from  Sir  John's  father,  whose 
name  Dr.  Doran  did  not  trouble  to  ascertain,  for  he  calls  Sir  Alexander  "  old  Sir  John,"  being 
"a  stout  whig,"  we  have  seen  that  he' was  a  stout  Jacobite  and  lost  his  hereditary  office 
as  clerk  of  Dundee  for  his  share  in  the  '15.  What  the  authority  is  for  the  picturesque 
account  of  Sir  John's  poverty  is,  I  know  not,  though  it  is  clear  that  his  circumstances 
were  fairly  desperate  before  he  "  went  out."  That  he  never  joined  the  Prince's  army  is, 
of  course,  another  error,  and  the  vague  statement  that  he  was  sent  South  when  the 
Hanoverian  army  came  that  (?  what)  way  is  equally  inaccurate.  His  plea  is  also  mis- 
stated, and  Dr.  Doran  can  hardly  have  consulted  the  Egerton  MSS.  or  he  would  not  have 
so  presented  the  matter.  Nor  do  I  think  it  likely  that  his  fatuity  received  assistance  from 
the  Crown.  We  have  thus  an  interesting  example  of  the  methods  of  historians,  to  which, 
for  the  sake  of  contrast,  I  add  finally  the  more  dignified  account  of  the  same  matters  given 
by  J.W.  in  his  MS. 

"  The  sufferings  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  (he  writes)  have  now  to  be  recorded,  in  an 
honourable  though  unfortunate  cause  ;  and  while  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  ministers 
of  the  existing  Government  of  the  day,  always  '  meriting  the  gallows  as  rascals,  would 
also  have  deserved  it  as  fools'  ( Waverley  ii.,  238),  if  they  had  not  severely  punished 
the  adherents  of  the  House  of  Stewart,  yet  the  '  lawless,  disgraceful  and  unnecessary 
cruelties'  (Chevalier  Johnstone's  Memoirs,  pref.  xxxii.),  exercised  by  the  Government  and 
its  licensed  military  robbers  on  the  poor  defenceless  country  people  can  never  be  excused, 
though  at  the  time  allowed  by  the  inveteracy  of  party  feeling  and  sanctioned  by  the  orders 
of  Cumberland. 

"Following  his  father's  example  in  1715,  Sir  John  entered  the  service  of  King  James 
in  1745,  was  attached  to  the  Life  Guards  of  his  Royal  Highness  Prince  Charles  Edward, 
and  served  as  a  volunteer  in  the  second  battalion  of  David,  Lord  Ogilvy's  regiment  of 
cavalry  (London  Gazette,  23-24  April  1746).  He  was  present  in  the  several  engagements 
at  Gladsmuir,  Falkirk,  and  Culloden  (penes  Balmuir) ;  was  taken  prisoner  in  the  latter 
on  16  April  1746,  conveyed  to  Inverness  with  the  Earl  of  Kilmarnock  and  others ; 
detained  till  May ;  then  shipt  with  his  Lordship  and  the  Lords  Cromartie  and  Balmerino 
on  board  the  "Exeter,"  man-of-war;  arrived  in  London,  and  was  committed  prisoner  to 
the  Marshalsea,  on  the  20th  of  that  month.  On  the  2nd  of  August  the  grand  jury  found 
bills  agaiust  John,  Lord  McLeod,  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  Sir  James  Kinloch  and  nineteen 
others  ;  on  3rd  September  he  was  arraigned,  and  on  4th  November  he  was  tried  before 
the  Court  of  St.  Margaret's  Hill;  acknowledged  himself  a  volunteer  in  Lord  Ogilvy's 
regiment,  and  on  this,  as  well  as  on  evidence  remitted  against  him  by  Helena  Haldane,  Lady 
Duncan  of  Lnndie,  widow1  to  the  provost  of  Dundee,  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to 
death.  On  the  28th  November  he  suffered  on  Kennington  common,  with  John  Hamilton 
of  Aberdeenshire,  governor  of  Carlisle,  and  Andrew  Wood,  Alexander  Leith,  and  .lames 
Bradshaw.2  Blackness  was  confiscated,  and  the  baronetage  was  forfeited,  but  continued 
to  be  yet  assumed  by  his  son." 

I  have  already  (ante,  p.  259,  n.  5)  pointed  out  that  as  regards  the  confiscation  of  Black- 
ness, his  account  is  altogether  mistaken.  Other  inaccuracies  may  be  noted  by  a  study  of  the 
foregoing  pages,  but,  on  the  whole,  the  account  as  regards  Sir  John  after  his  capture  is 
fairly  correct. 

I  add  a  reproduction  of  a  small  copper  plate  engraving  which  J.W.  here  inserts  in  his 
printed  memoir  "from  the  original  ring."     It  represents  the  mourning  ring  made  to  com- 

1  See  ante,  p.  274  n. 

2  ".  All   except  Leith   seemed  very   unconcerned  and  Wood    drank  King  James'  health "  {Hist.   Ohron., 

28  Nov,  1746). 
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Part  in.      memorate  the  fate  of  the  executed  Jacobites.1     The  centre  bears  the  axe  and  the  date 
Chap.  VII.  17^  wjti1>  at  each  corner,  the  initial  and  coronet  of  one  of  the  four  executed  noblemen, 
Lords    Derwentwater,   Lovat,  Kilmarnock,    and    Balmerino,   while  the    hoop   bears    the 
initials  of  seventeen  gentlemen  who  were  hanged,  with  the  dates  of  their  deaths.2 


There  is  at  Meredith  a  portrait  of  Sir  John  painted  from  memory,  after  his  death, 
by  his  cousin,  Katharine  Read  (ante,  p.  262),  but  this,  although  a  more  pleasant,  is  a 
much  less  authentic  likeness  than  the  small  one  of  which  a  reproduction  faces  this  page.3 

Sir  John  had  married  22  Oct.  1724,4  Jean  Pullarton,  eldest  daughter  of  John 
Fullarton  of  Fullarton,  co.  Perth,  by  Margaret,  sister  of  John  Carnegie  of  Boysack  (Bl.  11, 
93).  Their  marriage  contract  or  settlement  was  post-nuptial,  being  dated  "  at  ffullarton  " 
22  April  1725  (Bl.  19).  Jean  Fullarton 's  tocher  is  8,000  merks,  while  her  father-in-law 
and  husband  charge  Blackness  in  her  favour  with  an  annuity  of  1,200  merks,  to  be 
increased  to  ±'1,000  on  the  death  of  her  mother-in-law,  Katharine  Scott  (ib.}.  Of 
these  charges  she  subsequently  got  sasine,  registered  at  Forfar  1  July  1737  (F.S.  107),  but 
had,  as  we  have  seen  (ante,  p.  260),  to  renounce  them  in  1743  owing  to  the  circumstances 
of  her  husband  and  his  father  (F.S.  112).  The  letters  written  to  her  by  her  husband,  when 
a  prisoner  in  London  (Bl.  46,  48,  50,  51),  have  been  given  above  (pp.  267-68,  276-78). 

After  her  husband's  death  she  lived  chiefly  in  Dundee,5  and  is  occasionally  named  as 
his  relict,  e.g.,  2  March  1747,  when  James  Smyth  grants  a  discharge  to  her  (S.W.  578); 
30  Aug.  1754,  when  she,  on  behalf  of  her  youngest  son  David,  then  a  minor,  grants  a 
discharge  to  Margaret  Brisbane  and  David  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk  for  two  years'  interest  on 
the  legacy  left  him  by  David  Brisbane  of  Bullion  ( S.W.  590),  the  capital  of  which,  probably 
because  of  the  circumstances  of  the  family,  was  paid  over  to  her  before  he  came  of  age  upon 
a  letter  by  her,  April-May  1756,  undertaking  his  execution  of  a  formal  discharge  later 
(S.W.  594-95).  In  1761  May  15,  she  made  a  testamentary  disposition,  dated  at  Dundee, 
in  favour  of  her  three  unmarried  daughters,  Katharine,  Susanna  and  Agatha  (Bl.  34),  and 
she  is  also  named  in  regard  to  a  bond  of  £300  which  Grizell  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk  made 
in  favour  of  her  and  these  three  daughters,  19  Aug.  1763  (S.W.  618).  There  are  two 
discharges  by  her  for  interest  due  on  it,  26  May  1766  and  3  June  1768  (ib.  622,  632)  and 
another  such  discharge  signed  by  her  and  Katharine  and  Susanna  is  endorsed  on  it,  dated 
12  Nov.  1768  (ib.  618).     A  facsimile  of  their  signatures  to  it  faces  p.  72  of  vol.  ii. 

'  Few  examples  of  this  ring  exist.  That  from  which  J.W.  took  his  engraving  was  given  to  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Stirling,  by  Mr.  Graham  of  Airth,  and  is  now  at  Kippenross." 

2  J.W.  in  his  MS.  gives  their  names  thus  : — F.T.  (Francis  Townley  of  Townley,  Lancashire,  Colonel  in  the 
Manchester  Regiment)  ;  A.B.  (Andrew  Blood  of  Yorkshire)  ;  T.D.  (Thomas  Deacon)  ;  T.S.  (Thomas 
Syddall)  ;  D.M.  (David  Morgan  of  Monmouthshire,  barrister-at-law)  ;  J.D.  (James  Deacon  of  St. 
John's  College,  Cambridge) ;  G.F.  (George  Fletcher  of  Salford)  ;  T.C.  (Thomas  Chadwick  of  Man- 
chester) ;  J.B.  (John  Barwick  of  Manchester).     These  were  executed  30  July  1746. 

J.N.  (James   Nicholson   of  Leith) ;  D.McD.   (Donald   McDonald,   nephew  to  Kappock) ;    W.O. 
(Walter  Oeilvy  of  Banff).     These  were  executed  22  Aug.  1746. 

(Sir  J.W.  (Sir  John  Wedderburn)  ;  J.B.  (James  Bradshaw.  captain  Manchester  Regiment)  ;  J.H. 
(John  Hamilton  of  Aberdeenshire,  governor  of  Carlisle) ;  A.L.  (Alexander  Leith)  ;  A.W.  (Andrew 
Wood).  These  were  executed  28  November  1746. 
I  fear  that  this  reproduction  is  not  very  successful.  It  is  from  a  small  oil  portrait  on  copper  in  the 
possession  of  Sir  Frank  Marindin,  K.C.M.G.,  at  Craigflower.  A  similar  portrait  was  owned  by  Sir 
John's  grandson,  James  Wedderburn,  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland  (post,  chap,  viii.),  in  the  posses- 
sion of  whose  grand-daughter,  Miss  Mackenzie  (Ainslie  Place,  Edinburgh)  it  now  is. 

i  I  have  not  ascertained  the  place,  which  seems  not  to  have  been  Dundee.  Sir  John  is  also  named  after 
his  death  in  connection  with  his  heirs,  e.g.,  in  the  entails  of  Idvies  and  Wedderburn  (S.W.  626, 
637  ;  G.S.E.  142;  R.D.  458). 

5  In  1761  the  trustees  of  the  creditors  of  her  husband  and  his  father  disponed  the  South  Flukergait 
tenement  of  Sir  Alexander  to  her  and  her  daughters  Catharine,  Susanna,  and  Agatha,  and  there,  no 
doubt,  they  then  resided  (F.S.  126). 
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The  year  1766  has  hitherto  been  assigned  as  that  of  her  death,  but  that  this  is  an  Part  in. 
error  is  shown  by  both  the  above  discharges  of  176S  and  by  a  further  disposition,  dated  4  cbap.  V1I» 
Jan.  1769,  of  all  her  moveables,  pictures  and  jewels,  in  favour  of  her  then  only  unmarried 
daughters,  Catharine  and  Susanna  (Bl.  35;  D.D.  130),  which  she  substituted  for  that  of 
1761. l  This  is  the  last  reference  to  her  as  living,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  her 
death  occurred  soon  after  in  1769-70.  I  do  not  find  any  record  of  her  burial  in  the  Dundee 
mortcloth  dues,  and  the  place  of  her  death  and  burial,  though  probably  Dundee,  is  thus 
not  fixed.  The  occurrence  of  her  name  in  the  inscription  on  the  Blackness  stone  in  the 
Howff  does  not  prove  that  her  remains  rest  there.2! 

By  her  Sir  John  Wedderburn  had  issue  seven  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  most  of 
whose  births  he  has  left  record  in  a  family  register  in  his  own  hand  (Bl.  93). 

The  sons  were, 

1.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  born  24  Nov.   1727  (Bl.  11,  93),  but  died  27  March 

1733,  two  days  after  his  brother  Charles  (ib.)  and  was  buried  in  Dundee  (D.M.D.  52). 

2.  John  Wedderburn,  afterwards  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Balindean,  who  carried 

on  the  senior  line  of  the  family  (see  post,  chap.  viii.).  He  is  now  represented  in 
male  line  solely  by  Sir  William  Wedderburn,  Bart. 

3.  James  Wedderburn,  afterwards  James  Wedderburn-Colvile,  from  whom  descend 

the  Wedderburn-Colviles  of  Ochiltree,  now  extinct  in  male  line ;  the  Wedderburn- 
Ogilvies  of  Ruthven,  co.  Forfar ;  and  the  Wedderburn-Maxwells  of  Middlebie  and 
Glenlair,  co.  Kirkcudbright.     See  post,  chap.  viii. 

4.  Charles  Wedderburn,  born  4  May  1732  (Bl.  93),  but  died  25  March  1733,  two 

days  before  his  eldest  brother  Alexander  (ib.)  and  was  buried  in  Dundee  (D.M.D.  52).3 

5.  Peter  Wedderburn  [1736-73],  born  2  Jan.  1736  (Bl.  93).     He  is  named  in  the  bond 

made  10  Aug.  1744  by  Eavid  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk  in  favour  of  his  grandmother, 
Katharine  Scott,  his  brothers  and  sisters,  and  himself  (S.W.  573).  He  went  out  to 
J  amaica  after  the  troubles  of  the  '45,  and  was  living  there  in  the  parish  of  West- 
moreland, co.  Cornwall,  as  a  millwright  in  1763,  when,  30  April,  he  and  his  brothers 
James  and  Alexander  give  a  power  of  attorney  (S.W.  614^  to  their  eldest  brother 
John,  who  was  starting  for  Great  Britain,  by  virtue  of  which,  he,  19  Aug.  1763, 
discharged  Grizel  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk  of  certain  sums  due  to  them  by  her,  as 
executor  of  her  brother  David  (ib.  616-17).  Peter  was  living  6  March  1769,  when 
he  granted  another  facultj',  dated  at  Savannah  in  Jamaica,  to  his  brother,  Sir  John, 
to  manage  his  affairs  at  home,  especially  those  as  to  his  interest  as  one  of  the  heirs  of 
tailzie  of  the  late  James  Carnegie  of  Boysack  (B.D.  407).  He  is  named  as  a  substitute 
in  the  Great  Seal  Charter  entailing  Idvies,  27  Dec  1766  (F.S.  125)  and  also  in  that 
entailing  Wedderburn,  1766-69  (S.W.  626,  637). 

He  died  "unmarried  in  Jamaica"  (H.C.R.  ii.)  before  10  Aug.  1774,  the  date 
of  the  will  of  his  sister  Susanna,  in  which  his  brothers,  John  and  James,  are 
described  as  the  only  surviving  sons  of  their  father  (D.D.  132  ;  Br.T.  28).  It  is 
thus  by  inadvertence  that  his  name  is  retained  in  the  sasine  of  Wedderburn,  8  May 
1780,  in  favour  of  Alexander  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  (F.S.  129). 

6.  Alexander  Wedderburn  [1737 — 1765].     He  was,   perhaps,  born  in   1737,  the 

date  of  a  blank  entry  in  his  father's  register  (Bl.  93),  in  which  his  name  does  not 
occur,  so  that  I  cannot  fix  the  exact  year  of  his  birth.  It  was  certainly,  however, 
not  earlier  than  1737,  and  not  later  than  about  1742.  He  is  named  in  the  above- 
mentioned  bond,  10  Aug.  1741,  by  David  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk  to  his  grandmother 
and  to  his  father's  children  (S.W.  573).  He  also  went  out  to  Jamaica,  where  he 
was  resident  in  the  parish  of  Hanover  in  1763  (S.W.  614,  616-17). 

He  died  "  unmarried  in  Jamaica,"  according  to  the  record  of  his  nephew,  Sir 
David,  in  1803  (H.C.R.  ii.,  ut  sup.),  apparently  before  31  July  1766,  the  date  of 
the  entail  of  Wedderburn,  in  which  his  name  does  not  occui-,  as,  had  he  been  then 
on  life,  it  unquestionably  would  have  done  (S.W.  626).     See  also  the  entail  of  Idvies, 

1  She  is  also  named  in  the  marriage  contract  of  her  daughter  Agatha,  2  June  1766  (Bl.  33). 

'*  Thus  the  name  of  her  husband,  whose  remains  were  disposed  of  by  the  English  Government,  also  occurs 
in  this  inscription,  the  authority  of  which  is  not  great.     See  post,  s.  the  chapter  on  the  Howff. 

s  J.W.,  on  the  authority  of  Miss  Graham,  gives  a  son,  "  Robert,  who  died  in  infancy,"  but  this  is  au  error 
of  name  for  Charles  whom  he  does  not  mention.  Sir  John  had  only  seven  sons  of  whom  two  died  in 
infancy  (Alexander  and  Charles)  as  shown  by  his  register  and  Sir  David's  record  at  the  Heralds' 
College  (H.C.K.  ii.c),  which  must  have  been  very  carefully  and  exhaustively  made,  upon  his  being 
created  a  baronet  of  Great  Britain,  in  view  of  the  peculiar  remainders  of  the  patent. 
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Part  m.  27   Dec.  1766  (F.S.  125),  and  the  documents  (S.W.  637;  G.S.R.  144;  F.S.  129) 

Chap.  vii.  already  cited  in  the  account  of  his  brother  Peter,  in  none  of  which  he  is  named. 

His  death  before  the  date  of  the  will  of  his  sister  Susanna,  10  Aug.  1774,  is  clearly 
shown  bv  the  mention  in  it  of  his  two  brothers,  John  and  James,  as  then  the  only 
surviving  sons  of  their  father  (D.D.  132  ;  Br.T.  28).1 
7.  David  Wedderburn  [1740? — 1762?].-'  He  also  is  not  named  in  his  father's 
register,  but  was  born  probably  about  1740,  and  certainly  before  10  Aug.  1744,  as 
he  is  named  in  the  above-mentioned  bond  of  David  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk  (S.W 
573).  He  was  a  legatee  under  the  will  or  testamentary  settlement  of  David 
Brisbane  (S.W.  584) ;  and  is  named  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and 
principal  of  this  legacy  to  his  mother  while  he  was  still  a  minor,  30  Aug.  1754, 
26  April,  14  May  1756  (ib.  590,  594-95).  J.W.  in  his  MS.  says  that  he  was 
"bred  to  physic"  but  I  have  no  other  evidence  of  this.  He  "died  unmarried  in 
London,"  according  to  the  record  of  his  nephew,  Sir  David  (H.C.R.  ii.).  The  exact 
date  of  his  death  is  not  fixed,  but  it  was  clearly  before  19  Aug.  1763,  the  date  of 
the  discharge  by  all  the  children  of  his  father  then  on  life  to  Grizel  Wedderburn  of 
that  ilk  (S.W.  616-17),  and  he  is  also  referred  to  as  having  predeceased  his  mother 
(ib.  643).  He  is  thus  not  mentioned  in  any  of  the  entails  or  charters  of  Wedder- 
burn or  Id  vies  (ut  sup.). 

The  four  daughters  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  and  Jean  Fullarton  were, 

1.  Margaret  Wedderburn,3  born  80  August  1725  (Bl.  11,  93).4     She  is  named  in 

her  father's  letter  to  his  wife  (Bl.  51)  written  the  night  before  his  execution,  and 
there  are. also  some  letters  addressed  to  her  by  her  brother  James  and  her  cousin, 
Grizel  Paterson,  after  his  death  (Bl.  56-59).  She  married  Richard  Dundas  of 
Blair,  co.  Perth.  I  have  not  ascertained  the  place  nor  the  exact  date,  but  the 
latter  was  before  15  May  1761,  when  her  mother  made  a  disposition  to  her  three 
unmarried  daughters  (Bl.  33),  while  19  Aug.  1763,  Margaret  Wedderburn  is 
expressly  named  as  Richard  Dundas'  wife  (S.W.  616-17).  She  is  also  so  named 
in  the  entails  of  Wedderburn  1766-69  (S.W.  626,  637);  in  an  opinion  and 
discharge,  both  dated  in  1771,  anent  her  share  of  the  bond  (1744)  by  David  Wed- 
derburn of  that  ilk  (S.W.  643,  647) ;  and  in  the  sasine  of  Wedderburn  to  Alexander 
Scrymgeour-Wedderburn,  8  May  1780  (E.S.  129).  She  was  living  11  March  1793 
when  her  brother,  Sir  John,  writing  to  congratulate  Henry  Scrymgeour  (afterwards 
Wedderburn)  on  his  engagement  to  Miss  Maitlaud  ,  says,  "Be  sure  you  do  your 
part  and  make  a  good  husband,  for  our  family  was  always  remarkable  for  that,  so 
says  my  sister,  Mrs.  Dundas  (S.AV.  678). "5  Her  name  occurs  in  the  1803  entail  of 
Wedderburn  and  Birkhill  (R.D.  458),  and  in  the  1812  charter  of  Kingennie  (S.W. 
699),  her  issue  being  substitutes  of  entail.  I  have  not  ascertained  the  date  of 
either  her  or  her  husband's  death.  J.W.  says  that  she  had  two  sons,  John,  who 
died  unmarried,  and  Robert,  who  succeeded  to  Blair,  married  and  had  issue.6 

2.  Katharine  Wedderburn,  born  12  Nov.  1726  (Bl.  11,  93),  and  first  named  with  her 

brothers  and  sisters  in  the  bond  (ut  sup.)  of  1744  (S.W.  573). 7  The  testamentary 
dispositions  of  her  mother  in  favour  of  her,  as  one  of  her  unmarried  daughters, 
15  May  1761  and  4  Jan.  1769  (Bl.  34,  35  ;  D.D.  130)  have  been  already  mentioned. 
A  facsimile  of  her  signature  faces  p.  72  of  vol.  ii.  She  is  also  named  in  the  entail 
of  Wedderburn,  1766-69,  and  in  the  sasine  thereon,  1780  (S.W.  626,  637;  G.S.R, 
144  ;  F.S.  129).  She  lived  in  Dundee,  in  the  South  Flukergait,  disponed  in  1761 
to  her  mother,  her  sisters  Susannah  and  Agatha,  and  herself  (F.S.  126).  In  1774, 
Aug.  10,  she  and  her  sister  Susannah  made  a  mutual  agreement  that  each  should 

1  His  brother,  Sir  John,  named  his  fifth  son  after  him  in  1791  (post,  chap.  viii.). 
-  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  573,  584,  590,  594,  595,  616-17,  643. 

3  Synopsis  of   References  :— S.W.  573,  616-17,  637,  647,  678,  699  ;  Bl.  11,  34,  56-59,  93  ;  G.S.R.  144  ■ 

F.S.  129  ;  R.D.  458. 

4  She  and  her  three  sisters  are  all  named  in  the  bond  by  David  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk,  10  Aug.  1744 

(S.W.  573;  vtsup.). 

5  This  tradition  has  survived,  for  in  a   (1887)  letter  from  a  relative,    who  knew  nothing  of  this  one,  to 

myself  on  a  like  engagement,  I  received  a  similar  injunction  on  the  same  ground. 
*  J.W.  says  that  there  were  portraits  of  her  and  her  sisters  Katharine  and  Susannah  at  Blair. 
7  See  also  the  discharge  in  respect  of  this  bond,  19  Aug.  1763  (S.W.  616-17) ;  a  renewal  of  the  bond  itself 

by  Grizel  Wedderburn  at  this  date;  and  its  discharge,  12  Nov.  1768  (S.W.  618). 
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leave  all  her  possessions  to  the  other  for  life,  and  then  to  John  and  James,  their  only  Part  in. 
surviving  brothers  (D.D.  132),  and  thus,  on  the  death  of  Susannah  in  1776,  she  chaP-  vn- 
was  her  executrix  and  gave  up  her  will  (Br.T.  28).  She  died  at  the  end  of  Sept. 
1786  and  was  buriedin  Dundee,  2  Oct.  in  that  year  (D.M.D.  64).  She  was  never 
married  and  her  name  is  thus  expressly  omitted  from  the  entail  of  Wedderburn  and 
Birkhill  in  1803  (R.D.  458).  By  her  will,  dated  at  Balindean  22  Oct.  1779,  and 
registered  2  Oct.  1786  (D.D.  135)  she  narrates  that  the  circumstances  of  her 
brothers  render  it  necessary  that  she  should  benefit  them,  and  she  therefore  makes 
her  nephew,  David  Wedderburn,  her  heir,  subject  to  small  legacies,  including  a 
miniature  of  King  James  the  Seventh,  to  his  sisters  Margaret  and  Jean. 

3.  Susannah  Wedderburn,1    born    9    Jan.    1734   (Bl.   93).      She,    like   her   sister 

Katharine,  is  named  in  the  bond  of  1744  (S.W.  573);  her  mother's  dispositions 
of  1761  and  1769  (Bl.  34,  35;  D.D.  130);  the  discharges  of  1763  and  1768 
(S.W.  616-18)  and  the  entail  of  Wedderburn,  1766-69  (S.W.  626,  637  ;  G.S.R.  144; 
F.S.  129).  A  facsimile  of  her  signature  to  the  discharge  of  1768  faces  p.  72  of 
vol.  ii.  (S.W.  818).  The  1761  disposition  of  the  South  Flukergait  residence  to  her 
mother  and  her  unmarried  daughters,  of  whom  she  was  one  (F.S.  126),  and  the 
contract,  10  Aug.  1774,  between  her  and  her  sister  Katharine  (D.D.  132)  have  been 
already  mentioned  (ante,  p  284,  n.  4).  When,  in  1775,  her  brother,  Sir  John,  lost  his 
first  wife,  Lady  Margaret  Ogilvy,  it  was  proposed  that  Susan  should  go  to  Balindean 
and  supply  her  place  with  his  children  (Bl.  61).  I  do  not  know  if  she  ever  so  acted, 
but  if  she  did.  it  was  not  for  long,  as  in  Sept.  1776  she  was  accidently  burnt  to 
death  in  the  house  in  the  Nethergait  at  Dundee.  "  What  a  melancholy  thing  is 
poor  Sussy  Wedderburn's  death,"  writes  Lady  Pitfour  to  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Alex- 
ander Scrymgeour- Wedderburn,  in  a  letter  dated  15  Sept.  1776,  and  now  at  Birkhill. 
She  was  buried  in  Dundee  18  Sept.  1776  (D.M.D.  61).  Her  will  was  confirmed  at 
Brechin  8  Feb.  1777,  and  recites  that  she  and  her  sister  Katharine  had,  by  bond, 
dated  10  Aug  1774  and  registered  23  Sept.  1776,  agreed  that  each  should  be  the 
others  heir,  with  remainder  to  their  two  only  surviving  brothers,  John  and  James 
(Br.T.  28).  She  was  unmarried  and  her  name,  therefore,  is  expressly  omitted  from 
the  1S03  entail  of  Wedderburn  and  Birkhill  (R.D.  458).2  There  is  a  portrait  of 
her  in  pastel,  by  her  cousin,  Katharine  Read,3  in  the  possession  of  Sir  William 
Wedderburn  at  Meredith. 

4.  Agatha  Wedderburn  i     She  is  not  named  in  her  father's  register  (Bl.  93)  and  the 

date  of  her  birth  is  thus  not  fixed.  It  was.  however,  after  1736,  the  year  up  to 
which  the  register  is  complete,  and  before  10  Aug.  1744,  when  she  is  named  in  the 
bond  of  David  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk  (S.W.  573)  as  she  is  also  in  the  discharge  of 
it  to  Grizel  Wedderburn,  and  in  the  similar  bond  by  Grizel,  19  Aug.  1763  (S.W. 
616-18).  She  is  mentioned  in  the  the  1761  disposition  of  the  South  Flukergait 
house  to  her  mother  and  her  sisters  (F.S.  126) ;  in  her  mother's  testamentary 
disposition  of  1761  (Bl.  34),  but,  owing  to  her  having  married  in  the  interval,  not 
in  that  of  1769  (Bl.  36  ;  D.D.  130).  She  married  at  Dundee  8  June  1766  (by 
banns  6  June)  John  Smyth,  eldest  son  of  John  Smyth,  W.S.,  of  Balharry,  in  the 
parish  of  Alyth,  co.  Perth  (D.M.  26). 5  The  marriage  contract  is  dated  at  Perth 
2  June  in  the  same  year  (Bl.  33)  and  by  it  Balharry  agrees  to  retire  from  his 
business  and  settle  his  son  therein,  and  in  a  house  in  Geddes  Close,  Edinburgh. 
She  is  named  as  his  wife  in  the  1766-69  entails  of  Wedderburn  (S.W.  626,  637; 
G.S.R.  144;  F.S.  129),  but  died  s.p.  not  many  years  after  her  marriage,  on  which 
ground  her  name  is  omitted  from  the  1803  entail  of  Wedderburn  and  Birkhill  (R.D. 
453).  A  portrait  of  her,  by  Miss  Read,  similar  to  that  of  her  sister  Susannah,  is 
at  Meredith. 

1  Synopsis  of  References :— S.W.  573,  616-18,  626,  637  ;  Bl.  34,  35,  61,  93  ;  D.D.  130,  132  ;  D.M.D.  61  : 

G.S.R.  144  ;  F.S.  126,  129  ;  K.D.  458  ;  Br.T.  28  ;  Ferguson  of  Pitfour,  MS.  letters  at  Birkhill. 

2  Her  brother,  Sir  John's,  daughter  Susanna  named  after  her,  18  Jan.  1785  (Bl.  93). 

3  See  ante,  chap.  vi. ,  ad  Jin. 

4  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  573,  616-1S,  626,  637  ;  Bl.  33,  34  ;  G.S.R.  144  ;  F.S.  126, 129  ;  R.D.  458. 

5  Of  this  marriage  J.  W.  in  his  MS.  says,  significantly,  "from  the  character  of  her  husband,  her  family  had 

little  credit  by  the  alliance."  John  Smyth  was  admitted  a  W.S.  12  July  1779.  He  married  secondly, 
Joanna,  daughter  of  Robert  Gray,  and  died  7  Feb.  1809  {History  of  Writers  to  the  Signet,  s.  v.).  He 
helped  to  compile  the  account  of  the  family  in  Douglas'  Baronage  (Bl.  65),  a  performance  which  does 
little  credit  to  his  thoroughness  or  accuracy 


PART     III 

Chapter    VIII. 

The  Descendants  in  male  line  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  fifth  Baronet 
of  Blackness.     {See  pedigrees  opp.  and  at  pp.  806,  815.) 

Sect.  I. — Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Balindean  and  his  descendants. 

Part  in.  Sir  John  Wedderburn  [1729 — 1803],'  second  but  eldest  surviving  son  of  Sir  John 

Chap.  vni.  Wedderburn,  fifth  baronet  of  Blackness  and  Jean  Fullarton,  was  born  21  Feb.  1729 
(Bl.  11,  93),  and  is  named  as  his  father's  "eldest  son  now  on  life"  in  the  Great  Seal 
charter  entailing  Blackness,  dated  26  July  1734  (G  S.R.  137),  and  in  the  sasine  thereon 
3  April  1735  (F.S.  104),  as  well  as  in  the  bond,  10  Aug.  1744,  by  David  Wedderburn  of 
that  ilk  in  favour  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Katharine  Scott  and  their  grand- 
children (S.W.  573). 

"  He  served  (says  J.W.  in  his  MS.2)  with  his  father  in  David,  Lord  Ogilvy's  regiment 
and,  carrying  the  colours  of  the  Glen  Proason  company,  which  was  raised  by  his  uncle, 
Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  was  present  with  Prince  Charles'  army  at  Derby.  After 
Culloden  he  escaped  into  Angus,  where  his  uncle  Robert  procured  him  shelter  with  the 
Rev.  William  Arthur,  minister  of  Glenisla,  who  carried  him  to  Edinburgh,  where  he 
attended  a  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the  disguise  of  his  protector's  footman. 
In  the  house  of  Mr.  Arthur  and  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  Sir  John  remained  concealed  till 
the  latter  end  of  October  or  early  in  November  1746  when  he  worked  his  passage  to 
London  on  a  Leith  trading  vessel.  While  in  London  his  safety  and  his  subsistence  were 
insured  by  the  protection  of  his  relative,  Paterson  of  Carpow,  and  it  is  possible  that  he 
may  have  seen  his  father  at  this  time  in  Southwark  Gaol.  After  his  father's  execution  on 
28  Nov.,  Sir  John  escaped  to  America  where  he  remained  till  1747,  in  the  June  of  which 
year  the  Government  passed  a  bill  of  indemnity,  whereupon  Sir  John  proceeded  to 
Jamaica,  and,  distinguished  no  less  by  industry  and  perseverance  than  by  the  happy  art 
of  obtaining  the  goodwill  of  all  about  him,  again  raised  the  fortunes  of  his  family  and 
acquired  considerable  property  in  the  Island."3 

There  is  little  to  add  to  this  account,  which  is  fairly  accurate.     Sir  John  was  no 
doubt  at  Culloden,  but,  unlike  his  father,  escaped.     Thus  in  the  List  of  Rebels*  already 

cited  (ante  p.  266),  after  the  name  of  his  father,  occurs  that  of  '• Wedderburn,  eldest 

son  to  the  above  (Sir  John),  carried  arms  as  lieut*  in  Ld  Ogilvie's  1st  battalion.  Where 
now.  Not  known."  For  a  time  he  passed  under  the  assumed  name  of  "John  Thomson," 
and  early  in  May  1746  was  in  Edinburgh,  whence  he  wrote  the  following  letter  to  his 
mother.     (Bl.  45.) 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  567,  573.  614,  616-17,  637-41,  648-49,  655,  678,  681,  684,  686-87,  695 

699-700,  710;  Bl.  8,  11,  20-22,  33,  45,  54,  58-59,  61-63,  66-67,  69,  72-77,  82-83,  85,  89-90,  93  ;  J.W.' 
34  ;  Adv.Adtn.  9  ;  D.C.  104-5  ;  D.P.B.  595-96;  D.D.  128,  131-33,  135  ;  D.M.D.  60,  69;  G.S.R.  137 
142,  144,  146-47  ;  R.H.  37,  50  ;  G.R.S.  81,  83  ;  F.S.  104,  124-25,  127,  129  ;  R.I).  37S,  407,  410-12' 
422-23,  431,  438,  447,  451-54,  4E8  ;  R.A.D.  183;  Br.T.  28;  D.M.  27;  Ed.Can.M.  7  ;  L.W.  7,  14;' 
H.C.R.  II. 

2  The  following  is   the  passage  relating  to   him    in   the  Memorandum   by   J.W.,   already  referred  to, 

ante  pp.  265,  282  n.  "  Young  Sir  John  made  his  escape  after  Culloden  to  Angus  ;  and  at  his  uncle 
Pearsie's  request,  was  received  and  conveyed  into  Edinburgh  disguised  as  a  servant,  by  the  Rev 
Mr.  McArthur,  Minister  of  Glenisla.  This  worthy  clergyman  concealed  Sir  John,  at  the  risk  of  his 
own  life,  till  he  contrived  to  ship  him  from  Leith  to  London,  where  he  arrived  in  December  1746 
and  was  harboured  by  Carpow,  till  he  got  out  to  Jamaica,  about  the  end  of  the  month.  This 
clergyman  was  father  to  the  late  Captain  William  McArthur  of  Edinburgh,  whose  fortune  was  made 
by  the  various  members  of  the  family  of  Wedderburn  who  were  in  Jamaica,  in  gratitude  for  his 
father's  kindness." 

3  "The  minister  of  Glenisla's  kindness  was  not  forgotten  ;  his  son,  William  Arthur,  went  out  to  Jamaica, 

where  he  amassed  a  large  fortune,  through  means  which  my  own  father  and  uncle  placed  within  his 
reach.  Many  of  the  circumstances  I  heard  in  1815  from  himself,  but  they  are  immaterial.  He  died 
in  Edinburgh  about  1819  at  an  advanced  age  "  (Note  to  J.W.'s  MS.). 

4  Scottish  Hist.  Soc.  Publ,  1890,  pp.  238-39. 
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Pedigree  showing  the  descent  from  Sir  John   Wedderburn,  fifth  baronet  of 
Blackness,  b.  1704,  &•  17Jfi.     Chaps,  vii.  and  viii. 


Part  III. 
Cbap.  Viir 


Sir  John  Wedderburn,  fifth  baronet  of= 
Blackness,  b.  1704.     Executed  on  Ken- 
nington  Common,  28  Nov.  1746. 


=Jean  Fullarton,  dau.  of  John 
Fullarton  of  that  ilk,  co.  Perth, 
married  1724,  died  1769-70. 


I — 
Alex- 
ander Margaret 
Wedder-  Ogilvy,  b. 
burn,  b.  1748,  m. 
1727,  d.  1769,  d. 
1783.  1776. 


~r 


(Lady)=f=(Sir)John=[= Alicia 


Wedder- 
burn of 
Balin- 
dean.  co. 
Perth,  b. 
1729,  d. 
1803, 
buried  in 
Dundee. 


Dundas, 
d. James 
Dundas 
of  Dun- 
das, b. 
1754,  m. 
1780,  d. 
1831. 


James=j=Isabella 


Wedder- 
burn- 
Colvile, 
b.  1730, 
d.  1807. 


Black- 
burn or 
Colvile, 
b.1756, 
m.1774, 
d.1821. 

See  post,  p.  305. 


Charles 
Wedder- 
burn ,     b. 
1732,     d. 
1733. 

Peter 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1736,  d. 
unm.  in 
Jamaica. 
1769-74. 


1 — I 

Alexander 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1737,  died 
unm.  in 
Jamaica, 
1763-1766. 

DavidWed- 
derburn,  b. 
1740,  died 
unm.inLon- 
don,   1762  ? 


John 
Wedder- 
burn,   b. 
1771,    d. 
1783. 


Sir  David= 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1775,   d. 
1858, 

created  a 
Baronet  of 
GreatBrit- 
ain,  1803. 


=Margaret   l.Margai-et, 


Brown, 
dau.  of 
George 
Brown  of 
Ellis- 
toun,  b. 
1775,   m. 
1800,  d. 
1845. 


b.    1772, 
m.  Philip 
Dundas, 
d.l806.-> 


I 
James 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1872,  d. 
1815. 


m. 


! 


2.  Jean, 
1773, 
John 
HopeOli- 
phant,  d. 
1861.-> 


I 
Sir  John: 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1789,  d. 
1862,  suc- 
ceeded   iu 
1858     as 
second 
baronet  of 
Balindean. 


John  James 
Wedderburn, 
b.  1802,  d. 
1810. 


George  Wedder- 
burn, b.  1804,  d. 
1823. 


Henri- 
etta 

Milburn, 
dau.  of 
William 
Milburn, 
b  1803, 
m.1822, 
d.  1881. 


I 


Lt.-Col. 
Alex- 
ander 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1791,  m. 
Eliza- 
beth 
Julia 
Stratton. 
d.    s.p. 
1839. 


— 1 — 1 — 1 — 1 

1.  Margaret,    b. 
1725,  m.  Richard 
Dundas  of  Blair, 
co.  Perth.-)> 

2.  Katherine,     b. 
1726,d.unm.l786. 

3.  Susannah,    b. 
1734,d.unm.l776. 

4.  Agatha,  b.  1736- 
44,  m.  1766  John 
Smyth   of  Bal- 
harry,  co.   Perth, 
but  d.  s.p. 

1 — ! — 1 — 1 

I    I 


John: 
Wedder- 
burn,   b. 
1825,    d. 
1857. 


Alice 
Bell, 
dau.  of 
D.    C. 

Bell,m. 
1856,d. 
1857. 


™i 

William 
Wedder- 
burn,  b. 
and    d. 
1830. 


Sir  David 
Wedder- 
burn, third 
baronet  of 
Balindean, 
b.  1835.  d. 
unm.  1882. 


John  James  Wed- 
derburn, b.  1856, 
d.  1857. 


Sir  William= 
Wedder- 
burn,fourth 
baronet    of 
Balindean. 
b.  1838. 


1 

Dorothy 
Hope,  b. 
1879. 


=MaryBlanche  1.  Alicia  Hen- 
Hoskyns,da.  rietta,  b.1823, 
of    H.  W.  m.    Lt.-Col. 

Hoskyns,  m.  WilliamHope, 
1878.  later  Sir  Wil- 

liam   Hope, 
Bart.,  K.C.B. 

1  — 

Margaret  2.  Elizabeth. 
Griselda,  b.  b.  1827,  d. 
1884.  unm.  1876. 


I    I 
l.Maria,b.l783, 
d.  unm.  1858. 

2.Susan,b.l785, 
d.  unm.  1840. 

3.  Louisa  Doro- 
thea, b.  1786, 
m.  1803  Sir 
John  Hope, 
G.C.B.  (later 
Earl  of  Hope- 
toun),  and  d. 

i83<r.-> 

4.  Anne  Wed- 
derburn, b. 
1788,  m.  1805, 
SirJohnHope, 
Bart.,  and  d. 
lS67.-> 


3.  Margaret,  b. 
1828,  d.  unm. 
1874. 

4.  Mary  Anne, 
b.l832,d.l833. 

5.  Louisa  Jane, 
b.l842,d.l895, 
m.EdwardHope 
Percival.-7> 


2o 
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Part  in.  Ed1"  Wednesday  May  the  8th  1746. 

Chap.  vin.  DearMadam 

I  arrived  here  yesterday  without  any  disturbance  on  the  road  :  there  was  three  of  four 
rebels  taken  up  yesterday  in  womens  cloaths  at  the  passage  but  I  could  hear  none  of 

their  names.     When  ever  James  comes  back  from  Papa  be  sure  you  write  to  Mr.  K 

how  (lie)  is  used  and  if  he  is  certain  where  he  is  going  ;  it  will  doe  better  than  writing  to 

me.     Mr.  K x  had  a  Letter  from  him  and  sent  him  a  Bill  of  Credit  last  Day.     Send 

over  my  Cloaths  as  soon  as  possible  and  you  may  give  no  uneasiness  about  me  for  all 
Quiet  here  :  give  my  Complements  to  my  aunt  and  fullarton  and  his  Lady. 

I  am 

Yours,  &c, 

John  Thomson. 

Endorsed  by  his  son  : — John  Thomson  (apparently  my  father's 
assumed  name)  to  his  mother  8th  May  1746. 

From  Edinburgh  he  came  south  to  London,  and  was  there  in  June.  "  I  understand 
John  Thomson  is  arrived  here,"  says  his  father  in  one  of  his  letters  (Bl.  46)  to  his  wife 
(ante,  p.  267).  1  doubt,  however,  if  he  saw  his  father  at  this  time,  as  his  own  position 
would  probably  make  this  difficult.  He  may,  however,  have  done  so  under  some  disguise. 
It  is  clear  that,  while  in  London,  he  was  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Paterson,  to  whom  his 
father,  Sir  John,  wrote  about  him  the  night  before  his  death  and  about  pleasing  whom  he 
also  wrote  at  the  same  time  to  his  son.  From  these  two  letters,  which  have  already  been 
quoted  in  full  (ante,  p.  278),  it  would  appear  that  young  Sir  John  had  been  too  free  in  his 
expenditure.  "  I  hear  that  while  you  stayed  here  you  parted  too  easily  with  your  money, 
which  will  not  do,"  writes  his  father  to  him,  aud  to  Mr.  Paterson,  "  the  young  man  has 
not  the  true  value  for  a  shilling."  The  words  "  while  here  "  look  as  if  he  had  left  London 
before  his  father's  death,  and  I  think  this  is  probably  the  fact.  J.W.  says  that  he  went 
first  to  America,  but  of  his  stay  there  I  have  no  details.  J.W.  is,  however,  wrong  in  stating 
that  he  did  not  leave  for  Jamaica  till  after  June  1747,  as  there  is  a  letter  from  him  to  his 
sister  Margaret  dated  from  Westmoreland  in  Jamaica  24  May  1747,  as  well  as  a  later  one, 
17  Nov.  in  that  year  (Bl.  58,  59). 2     These  are  as  follows  : — 

Wester  Morland,  Jamaica, 

May  24th,    1747. 

Dear  Sister, 

I  received  your  Letter  by  Mr.  Kerr  and  also  Mama's  which  he  sav'd  tho'  the  Ship 
was  cast  away  it  was  some  Relief  to  me  only  for  a  few  hours  for  that  very  night  I  receiv'd 
another  from  Papa  wrote  the  night  before  he  was  to  Die  which  was  the  greater  shock  as 
the  first  Accounts  of  it  was  from  himself  I  shall  say  no  more  you  may  only  Judge  how  I 
receiv'd  it  by  Yourselves  I  am  sure  I  cou'd  have  heard  my  own  sentence  with  greater 
Resolution.  I  am  just  as  unhappy  as  if  I  were  living  among  you,  as  I  have  alway's  an 
Idea  of  your  condition  before  my  Eyes. 

I  wou'd  have  wrote  to  Mama  and  have  begun  to  do  it  several  times  but  on  such  an 
occasion  as  this  I  do  not  know  what  to  write  as  it  wou'd  be  but  minding  her  of  things 
which  I  wish  she  may  forget  for  her  families  sake  I  was  glad  to  here  she  was  well  as  she 
would  be  the  abler  to  Bear  the  Shock  when  she  heard  of  it.  I  am  glad  Peter  Wedderburn3 
has  taken  home  Pate  as  he  keeps  a  Governor  in  his  house  he  will  be  sure  of  a  good 
education.  Tom  Read  is  going  to  settle  in  this  Parish  he  will  be  very  well  as  Dr.  Pater- 
son has  Interest  enough  to  get  work  for  him.  Davie  Fyfe  has  got  safe  here  and 
Dr.  Paterson  has  promis'd  to  get  a  place  for  him  as  he  was  Disapointed  in  that  he  came 
over  for.  Be  sure  to  write  me  often  for  when  you  are  any  time  of  getting  a  Letter  from 
me  you  may  Suppose  it  miscarried  and  always  write  two  Copies  one  of  them  to  go  by  the 
Jamaica  Paqxiet  and  another  by  a  merch6  Ship.  I  offer  my  Duty  to  Mama  and  service 
to  my  Aunts  and  every  other  Body  else  you  please  and  am  Dear  Peggy 

Your  most  aff.  Brother 

John  Wedderburn. 

1  Of  course  Mr.  Thomas  Kyd,  ante,  p.  266,  n.  5. 

-  The  originals  of  hoth  these  letters  are  at  Craigflower. 

3  i.e.,  Peter  Wedderburn,  afterwards  Lord  Chesterhall.     See  ante,  p.  281,  n.  1. 
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P.S.     Dr.  Paterson  has  wrote  to  Grise  about  Fredie  not  to  indulge  him  so  much  you  Part  in. 
must  tell  her  that  the  Dr  knew  by  Fredies  own  Letter  about  the  Sadies  and  horses  that  chaP-  vnl 
he  was  too  much  Indulged  before  I  came  here.     Give  my  Compliments  to  Aunt  Cragie 
and  Griezie. 

Addressed  : — "  To  Miss  Peggy  Wedderburn." 

Jamaica  Westmoreland  17th  Novr  1747. 
Dear  Sister, 

1  should  be  glad  to  hear  oftener  as  you  promis'd  you  would  Neglect  no  Opportunity 
to  do  in  a  Letter  dated  1 3  months  ago  since  which  I  have  had  no  Letter  from  you  tho  I 
have  wrote  severall  times,  I  don't  think  it  would  take  up  much  of  your  time  to  write  me 

4  or  5  times  a  year  as  an  opportunity  never  can  be  wanting  while  the  Packetts  sails  every 
month  from  Falmouth 

I  have  met  with  severall  old  Acquaintances  here  I  wrote  you  before  that  Tom  Read 
had  got  Clear  of  his  Ship  and  was  come  Down  to  this  Parish  where  he  has  been  working 
some  time  at  his  Joiner  Trade  but  is  going  to  try  the  Mill  Carpenter  trade  which  is  as 
profitable  a  business  as  any  in  the  Island  Davie  Fyfe  has  been  here  too  4  or  5  Months 
he  is  with  a  Surgeon  now  who  is  very  Sickly  and  if  he  shou'd  go  off  the  Island  he  has  a 
good  Chance  to  fall  in  to  his  Business  John  Kinloch  has  been  here  about  3  months  and 
Or.  Paterson  has  made  him  Overseer  at  a  small  Plantation  he  is  Attorney  for  and  will 
gett  him  in  to  better  Business  when  he  has  seen  a  little  more  of  the  P(l)anting  trade  he 
offers  his  Service  to  you  and  Mama  and  all  his  Straith  Friends. 

I'have  nothing  to  say  of  myself  only  I  keep  my  health  well  and  neither  Noon  heat 
nor  Night  Dew  has  an  effect  on  me  and  now  as  I  have  been  very  particular  I  expect  you 
will  be  the  same  and  am  Dear  Peggy 

Your  aff.  Brother 

John  Wedderburn. 

P.S.  You  will  have  these  Letters  by  Capt.  Ogilvy  a  son  of  your  Cousin  Miss  Georgie's 
who  is  Loading  with  his  Ship  at  Savannah  La  Mars. 

Addressed  : — "  To  Mrs.  Margaret  Wedderburn  at  Dundee." 

On  his  arrival  in  the  island  he  started,  with  what  qualifications  I  know  not,  as  a 
medical  practitioner,  and  is  thus  designed    "now    surgeon  in  Jamaica"  in  a  discharge 

5  March  1752  by  his  factor,  Thomas  Kyd,  of  a  bond  (1742)  by  David  Wedderburn  of 
that  ilk  to  Dr.  John  Wedderburn  of  Idvies,  to  whom  in  1751  Sir  John  had  become  heir. 
It  is  as  heir  to  this  great  uncle  that,  14  May  1756,  he  grants  a  factory  re  the  affairs  of  the 
Campbells  of  Kethick,  for  whom  Idvies  had  been  trustee  (R.D.  378),'  although  he  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  actually  retouredheir  general  to  the  doctor  until  1  May  1758  (R.H,  37). 

He  remained  in  Jamaica  for  many  years,  and  gradually  acquired  considerable  property 
there.  His  inheritance  from  his  great  uncle  no  doubt  enabled  him  to  do  this,  and  it  was, 
I  think,  probably  as  a  trader  and  land  owner  rather  than  as  a  surgeon  that  he  made  his 
fortune.  Early  in  1763  he  was  still  in  the  island,  and  is  designed  "practitioner in  physick 
and  chirurgery  "  in  a  power  of  attorney,  granted  to  him  30  April  in  that  year,  by  his  three 
brothers,  all  of  them  also  in  Jamaica,  when  he  was  about  to  return  to  Scotland  (S.W.  614). 
He  arrived  home  by  August,  on  the  19th  of  which  month  he  granted  a  discharge,  on 
behalf  of  himself,  his  brothers  and  sisters,  to  Grizell  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk  (S.W. 
616-17).  He  also  took  occasion  to  get,  31  Aug.,  sasine  of  Idvies,  upon  a  disposition  of 
that  estate  made  to  him  in  1749  by  his  great  uncle,  the  doctor,  subject  to  the  life-rent 
of  his  wife,  Margaret  Balfour  (F.S.  124),  and,  6  Aug.  1766,  got  a  great  seal  charter  of  the 
property,  by  which  it  was  entailed  on  a  long  series  of  heirs  (G.S.R.  142;  F.S.  125) — 
to  no  purpose,  as  Sir  John  ultimately  sold  it  to  Lord  Kinnaird. 

He  was  back  in  the  West  Indies  in  1766,-  as  appears  from  a  disposition  signed  by 
him  at  Lucia,  Jamaica,  19  Sept.  1766,  of  part  of  the  large  house  in  Dundee,  which  he  had 
also   inherited  from  his  great  uncle,   the  Doctor  (D.D.    128).3     J.W.   in  his  MS.  says 

1  He  subsequently,  in  1773,  granted  a  discharge  in  connection  with  the  affairs  of  the  Campbells  (BD.  431). 

And  cp.,  D.D.  133,  where,  15   May   1782,  his  uncle  Kobert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie  grants  him  a 

discharge  for  a  legacy  of  £500  left  Pearsie  by  Dr.  John  Wedderburn. 
-  He  left  home  before  the  marriage  of  his  sister  Agatha,  in  whose  marriage  contract  he  was  thus  represented 

by  proxies,  2  June  1766  (Bl.  33).     The  great  seal  charter  of  Idvies  and  the  sasine  named  in  the  next 

note  must  also  have  been  got  in  his  absence. 
3  He  got  sasine  of   it   18  Sept.   1766   (D.P.B.    595-96),  and  disponed   another  part   of  it   1   Dec.    1772 

(D.D.  131). 
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Part  in.  that  he  sold  Idvies  to  Lord  Kinnaird  in  1766;  returned  home  for  good  in  1768, 
Chap.  viit.  an(j  pvArchased  the  estate  of  Balindean  in  1769.  But  he  was  in  possession  of  Idvies, 
and  is  constantly  so  designed,  long  after  1766,  e.g.,  6  March  1769  in  a  factory  to  him, 
Carpow,  and  another  by  his  brother  Peter  in  Jamaica  to  manage  Peter's  affairs  at 
home,  as  an  heir  of  tailzie  of  the  late  James  Carnegv  of  Boysack  (R.l).  407);  7  Aug. 
1769  in  the  Great  Seal  entail  of  Wedderburn  (S.W.  "637-39  ;  G.S.R.  144);  1  Dec.  1772 
in  a  disposition  of  property  in  Dundee  (D.D.  131) ;  6  Aug.  1773  in  the  Great  Seal  charter 
of  Balindean  (G.S.R.  146),  while  as  late  as  10  Dec.  1779  he  binds  himself  to  infeft  one  John 
Davidson  in  an  annual  rent  out  of  Idvies  (R.D.  438).  There  are  two  dispositions  by  him 
of  Idvies,  Auchscurry,  and  Bractullo  to  George,  Lord  Kinnaird,  dated  2  Feb.  1790  (R.D. 
447),  and  meanwhile,  27  June  1777,  there  is  a  renunciation  (F.S.  127)  to  him  of  an  annual 
rent  of  £200  stg.  out  of  Idvies  in  which  he  is  designed  "  of  Balindean,  formerly  of  Idvies." 

He  acquired  Balindean  and  part  of  Balledgarno,  in  the  parish  of  Inchture,  co.  Perth, 
in  1769-70,  from  different  persons,  viz.,  partly  from  Thomas  Carnegy  of  Craigie  at  a 
cost  of  £6,500,  21  Nov.  1769  (R.D.  410-11)  and  partly  from  William  Gray  of  Balledgarno 
at  a  cost  of  £"),500,  May— June  1778  (R.D.  412,  422).  He  got  sasine  of  Balindean 
30  Nov.  1769  (G.R.S.  81),  but  had  to  have  recourse  to  litigation  in  order  to  enforce  the 
sale  against  William  Gray,  8  Aug.  1771  (R.A.D.  183)  and  did  not  get  a  Great  Seal 
charter  of  the  property  until  6  Aug.  1773  (G.S.R.  146),  while  there  is  a  still  later,  17 
May  1775,  renunciation  to  him  of  the  wester  half  of  "Bandean  "  (e?'e)  by  George  Oliphant 
Kinloch  (G.R.S.  83). i 

On  settling  in  Scotland  he  continued  to  use  the  title  of  baronet,  and  was  so 
recognised  on  numerous  public  occasions.  The  name  of  his  father  had  not  been  included  in 
any  Act  of  attainder,  and  Sir  John,  of  course,  disregarded  any  effect  on  the  title  of  his 
father's  trial  and  execution  for  high  treason.  Thus  Sir  John  is  designated  "  baronet "  on 
several  occasions  when  he  is  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  burghs,  e.g.,  to  that  of  Montrose 
3  Oct.  1769  ;  Aberdeen,  20  Feb.  1770  ;  Glasgow,  14  Jan.  1774  ;  and  Banff,  30  June  1775 
(Bl.  77,  6-9), 2  while,  still  more  noteworthy,  is  the  fact  that  he  is  actually  so  styled, 
25  March  1781,  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  (16  Geo.  III.),  nominating  him  as  an  overseer  of 
beer-duties  in  Dundee  (D.C.  104). 

When  he  left  Jamaica  he  brought  over  with  him  to  Scotland  a  negro  slave  as  a  personal 
servant,  named  J.  Knight,  who,  after  some  years  of  service,  and  marriage  here,  suddenly 
left  him,  and  being  arrested  at  the  instance  of  Sir  John,  thereupon  successfully  claimed  his 
freedom  as  incident  to  his  presence  in  this  free  country.3 

There  is  an  anecdote  of  Sir  John,  told  in  the  autobiographical  portion  of  the  Life  of 
Lord  Campbell  (L.  32,  ed.  1881),  who  was  at  one  time  (1798)  tutor  to  the  son  of  Sir  John's 
cousin,  David  Wedderburn-Webster  (post,  chap.  ix.).  "  One  interesting  person,"  says 
Campbell,  in  speaking  of  his  tutorship  there,  "  I  remember  meeting,  Sir  John  Wedder- 
burn, who  with  his  father  had  been  out  in  the   '45  and  whose  father  having  held  office 

1  Various  minor  references  to  him  occur  between  1770  and  his  death  in  1803.     Thus  there  is  a  translation 

and  disposition,  25  June  1770.  by  him  and  others,  for  John  Kinloch  in  Jamaica,  to  James  Smyth  of 
Balharry,  of  the  lands  of  Kinloch  (K.D.  423)  ;  7  March  1774,  he  witnesses  the  marriage  contract 
of  his  brother  James  (R.D.  453)  ;  8  May  1780,  he  is  named  in  Alexander  Serymgeour-Wedder- 
burn's  entail  of  his  estates  (F.S.  129).  and,  26  Aug.  1799,  grants  a  disposition  as  trustee  for 
Doctor  Martin  Eccles  of  Edinburgh  (R.D.  451).  Several  letters  from  and  to  him  are  noted  in 
vol.  ii.  of  this  work,  viz.,  two  from  him  to  Lady  Pitfour  in  1770  (S.W.  640-41)  ;  another  from  him  to 
William  Hay  in  1773  {ib.  648)  ;  and  another  from  him  to  Alexander  Scrymgeour- WeddeAuru,  as  to 
the  departure  of  Henry  Scrymgeour  for  Jamaica  in  1773  {ib.  649).  There  are  a  good  many  addressed 
to  him,  in  March-April  1775,  on  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  devotedly  attached 
(Bl.  61),  and  to  whose  death  he  alludes  years  afterwards  in  another  letter  in  1796  (S.W.  681).  A 
letter  {ib.  678)  congratulating  Henry  Scrymgeour  on  his  engagement  to  Miss  Maitland,  11  March 
1793,  has  been  already  referred  to,  ante,  p.  286,  while  four  others,  one  in  1779,  another  in  1795,  and 
two  in  1803,  complete  the  list  (S.W.  655,  686  ;  Bl.  63,  66).  He  and  his  brother  James  were  the  sole 
legatees  of  their  sisters  Katharine  and  Susannah,  whose  wills  have  been  already  dealt  with  (ante, 
p.  2S7,  and  see  D.D.  132,  135  ;  Br.T.  28),  and  Sir  John  is  also  named,  14  Nov.  1794,  as  a  legatee 
in  the  will  (D.C.  105)  of  James  Webster  (post.  chap.  ix.).  There  is  also  a  bond,  1  Feb.  1791,  from 
David  Webster  (post,  ib  )  and  his  partner  John  Wedderburn  (post.  chap,  x.)  to  Sir  John,  his  brother 
James  of  Inveresk,  and  William  Read  in  Dundee  (Bl.  62).  Sir  John  is  also  referred  to  in  the  1803. 
and  1812  entails  of  Wedderburn  and  Birkhill  (S.W,  699-700  ;  R.D.  458). 

2  His  name  appears  on  the  roll  between  those  of  Mr.  John  Grant  of  Jamaica  and  David  Fyfe  of  Jamaica. 

See  the  Burgess  Roll  of  Banff,  in  the  Annals  of  Banff  II.,  426,   New  Spalding  Club,  1893. 

3  Four  printed  papers  in  this  suit,  1775-77,  are  in  the  library  of  the  British  Museum,  viz.,  (a)   Information 

for  the  defender,  Sir  John  Wedderburn  ;  (b)  authorities  quoted  on  the  part  of  Knight  ;  and  (c,  d) 
additional  information  for  both  Knight  and  Sir  John  (pressmark  6573,  g  1-4).  The  case  is  reported 
in  Morison's  Dictionary  of  Decisions,  14,545,  Jan.  15,  1778. 
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under  the  Pretender,  had  been  hanged,  beheaded,  and  quartered  on  Kennington  Common.  Part  III. 
Being  asked  whether  he  was  not  of  the  family  of  Lord  Loughborough,  then  Chancellor,  he  chaP-    n  ■ 
replied  '  the  Chancellor  is  of  mine '  and  I  believe  (adds  Campbell)  that  Sir  John  was  the 
true  chief  of  the  Wedderburns." 

Sir  John's  will  is  dated  20  May  1800,  and  was  proved  in  London  29  Nov.  1803 
(L.W.  7).  Soon  after  making  it  he  also  nominated  tutors  and  curators  to  his  children 
(S.W.  684  ;  Bl.  82,  83)  and,  10  Oct.  1880,  executed  a  bond  of  annuity  in  favour  of  his 
second  wife,  Alicia  Dundas  (Bl.  21).  He  had  settled  Balindean  on  his  eldest  surviving  son, 
David,  by  great  seal  Charter,  5  July  1794  (G.S.R.  147),  and  he  now,  8  April  1801,  made 
an  entail  of  all  his  lands  in  Great  Britain  and  Jamaica,  including  Balindean  and  his  interest 
in  the  West  Indian  properties  of  Bluecastle  and  Glenisla,  on  all  his  sons  and  daughters 
and  their  issue  in  successive  substitution  (Bl.  22). 

He  died1  at  Balindean  13  June,2  and  was  buried  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee  24  June 
1803  (D.M.D.  69),  at  the  foot  of  the  monument  to  his  first  wife,  being  one  of  the  last  of 
his  family  to  be  laid  in  this  resting  place  of  his  race.3  The  spot  was  for  many  years  not 
marked  by  any  stone,  but  upon  this  being  represented  (J.W.  32)  to  his  son,  Colonel 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  in  1835  (says  J.W.  in  his  MS.)  he  at  once  had  a  plain  stone  laid 
•over  the  grave,  inscribed, 

"  Joannes  Wedderburn  de  Balindean,  sextus  miles  Baro  de  Blackness,  sure  gentis  ornamentum  et  lion 
degener  princeps.     Nat.  21  Feb.  1729.     Ob.  13  June  1803." 

There  is  at  Meredith,  a  good  portrait  of  Sir  John  by  Miss  Bead,  and  a  beautiful  one 
of  his  second  wife  by  Hoppner.4 

Sir  John  Wedderburn  was  twice  married, 
i.  At  Cortachy,6  25  Nov.  1769,  to  Margaret  Ogilvy,  eldest  daughter  of  David,  Lord 
Ogilvy6  (eldest  son  of  John,  fourth  Earl  of  Airlie),  in  whose  regiment  Sir  John  had  served 
in  the  '45.  She  (born  at  Boulogne  in  France,  23  June,  and  baptised  there,  24  June 
1748),  died  at  Balindean,  23  March  1775,  and  was  buried  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee 
{D.M.D.  60)  under  a  beautiful  monument  erected  to  her  by  her  husband.7  By  her  Sir 
John  had  issue  two  sons,  and  two  daughters.     The  sons  were, 

1.  John  Wedderburn  [1771-83],  born  27  Feb.  1571  (Bl.  93)  and  died,  22  June  1783, 

at,  David  Webster's  house  in  Clapham  (ib),  where  he  is  buried  in  the  parish  church, 
(See  also  Scots'  Mag.  1783,  p.  335). 

2.  David  Wedderburn,  afterwards  (1803)  first  baronet  of  Balindean.    See  post,  p,  296. 
and  the  two  daughters, 

1.  Margaret"  Wedderburn,  born  1  June  1772s  (Bl.  93),  and  died,  7  Nov.  1806,  at 
Penang,  where  she  is  buried  She  married  at  Balindean,  5  May  1 803  (Bl.  93  ; 
Gent.  Mag.  lxxiii,  p.  689),  Philip  Dundas,  governor  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island  (fourth 
and  youngest  son  of  Robert  Dundas  of  Arniston,  M.P.,  Lord  President  of  the 
Court  of  Session),  by  whom  (d.  on  board  the  "  Belliqueux  "  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal, 

1  Among  the  last  references  to  him  are  one,  9  Nov.  1801  (R.D.  452),  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  Liudertis 

by  John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden  (post,  chap.  x.). 
•  See  R.H.  49  ;  Gent.  Mag.  73,  p.  693  ;  Scots'  Mag.  1803.  p.  508  ;   Europ.  Mag.  1803,  p.  78. 

3  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  who  d   1829,  was,  I  think,  actually  the  last. 

4  A  copy  of  that  of  Alicia  Dundas  is  at  Pinkie. 

s  The  marriage  is  entered  in  the  Dundee  Parish  Register  (D.M,  27),  but  according  to  her  husband's  register 
(Bl.  93),  Gent.  Mag.  39,  p.  608,  and  Scots'  Mag.  1769,  p.  615,  it  took  place  at  Cortachy. 

6  Her  mother  was  Margaret  Johnstone  (eldest  daughter  to  Sir  James  Johnstone  of  Westerhall,  Bart.),  a  lady 

who  was  so  active  in  favour  of  the  House  of  Stewart  that  in  1746  she  was  imprisoned  in  Edinburgh 
Castle,  whence,  however,  she  escaped  and  joined  her  husband  in  France.  She  died,  in  1757  rot.  33  ; 
and  her  husband  at  Cortachy,  3  March  1803,  leaving  a  sou  David,  who  died  unm.  in  1812,  when  the 
issue  of  Margaret  Ogilvy,  Lady  Wedderburn,  became  the  sole  representatives  of  their  grandfather 
David,  Lord  Ogilvy.  Sir  John  Wedderburn's  first  wife  is  constantly  named  as  Lady  Margaret 
Ogilvy,  e.g..  R.D.  454.  and  in  the  inscription  on  her  tomb,  but  owing  to  his  share  in  the  '45  her 
father  did  not  succeed  to  the  Earldom  of  Airlie  on  the  death  of  his  father  in  1761,  while  it  is  further 
doubtful  whether  her  grandfather  ever  had  any  right  to  the  title  of  Airlie,  owing  to  the  forfeiture  of 
his  brother  in  1715  (See  G.E.C.'s  Complete  Peerage,  s.  Airlie).  Lady  Margaret's  right  to  be  so  designed 
was  thus  at  least  questionable. 

7  See  post,  s.  the  chapter  on  the  Howff,  where  there  is  an  illustration  showing  the  bas-relief  by  Schumacher, 

tutor  to  Nollekens,  which  forms  part  of  the  tomb.  Sir  John's  eulogy  of  his  wife's  character  is  given 
in  his  family  register  (Bl.  93) ;  and  several  letters  to  him  on  her  death  are,  as  I  have  said,  among 
the  Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  61).     See  slso  S.W.  649,  681  ;  Bl.  60. 

8  See  S.W.  686  for  a  letter  from  her  father,  24  Feb.  1803,  announcing  her  engagement.     Other  references 

to  her  are  Bl.  93  (godmother  to  her  sisters,  Maria,  1783,  and  Louisa,  1786)  ;  S.W.  694  (reference  to 
her  death);  Bl.  22;  D.D.  135  (her  aunt  Katharine's  will);  and  R.D.  454. 


294  THE     WEDDERBURN     BOOK. 

Part  hi.  8  April  1807,  Gent.  Mag.  1807,  p.  1075)1  she  had  issue  two  sons,  viz.,  (i.)  Robert. 

Chap.  viii.  Adam  Dundas,  M.P.  for  Ipswich  and  later  for  Edinburgh,  who  assumed  the  name 

of  Nisbet-Hamilton  ;  m.,  28  Jan.  1858,  Lady  Margaret  Bruce,  eldest  daughter  of 
Thomas,  6th  Earl  of  Elgin  ;  and  died  1887,  leaving  an  only  child,  Mary  Constance 
Nisbet-Hamilton  (m.  1888  Henry  Thomas  Ogilvy)  of  Biel  and  Dirleton.     (ii.)  Philip 
Dundas,  Colonel   in    the   Guards,  who  d.s.p.   1870,  having  m.    1858    Lady   Jane 
Charteris  (daughter  of  Francis,  7th  Earl  of  Wemyss),  who  died  in  London,  1897. 
Mrs.  Nisbet-Hamilton-Ogilvy  is  thus  the  sole  surviving  descendant  of  Lady  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  and  of  her  father  David,  Lord  Ogilvy. 
2.  Jean  Wedderburn,2  born   31   July  1773   (Bl.  93)  and  died  24  Jan.  1861,  at  3 
Athole  Crescent,    Edinburgh,  where  she  is  buried  in  the  Grey  Friars'  cemetery. 
She  married  in  Prince  of  Wales'  Island,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1805  (Bl.  93, 
Gent.  Mag.  lsxvi,  773  ;  Scots'  Mag.  1806,  p.  646),  John  Hope  Oliphant,  second  in 
council  in  Prince  of  Wales'  Island,  second  sou  of  Robert  Oliphant  of  Rossie,  post- 
master general  for  Scotland.     By  him,  who  died  at  Penang  23  March  1807,3  she 
had  issue  one  daughter  Jean,   who  m.   9   Feb.   1828,   Sir  James  Ramsay,   eighth 
baronet  of  Banff .  and  d.s.p.  2  June  1842. 
There  were  two  portraits  of  Margaret  and  Jean  Wedderburn  painted  by  Sir  H.  Raeburn 
in  about  1792,  that  of  Margaret  as  "La  Penserosa  "  and  that  of  Jean  as  " L  Allegra."     Of 
these  the  former  is  now  at  Meredith,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  William  Wedderburn,  after 
having  been  for  many  years  on  loan  to  Margaret  Wedderburn's  daughter-in-law,  Lady  Jane 
Dundas.     The  latter,  which  was  unfinished,  was  formerly  owned  by  Sir  John  Wedderburn, 
second  baronet  of  Balindean,  by  whom  it  was  given  to  Mrs.  Oliphant,  who,  disliking  the 
picture  as  somewhat  fantastic,  unfortunately  destroyed  it."* 

ii.  At  Edinburgh,  27  Dec.  1780,  to  Alicia  Dundas,6  second  daughter  of  James  Dundas 
of  Dundas  by  the  Hon.  Jean  Maria  Forbes,  second  daughter  of  William,  13th  Lord  Forbes 
(Bl.  93).  The  marriage  contract  was  dated  22  Dec.  1780  (Bl.  20),  and  the  spouses  "gave 
up  their  names  "  four  days  later  (Ed.Can.M.  7),  and  were  married  the  nest  day  (Bl.  93). 
By  her,  who  was  born  in  1754  and  died  at  32,  St.  George's  Square,  Edinburgh,  24-25  June 
1831  (J.W.  34),  and  was  buried  in  the  Dundas  vault  at  the  Carmelite  Priory  Church, 
Queensferry,  where  a  brass  to  her  memory  was  recently  (1890)  placed,  Sir  John  Wedder- 
burn had  issue  three  sons  and  four  daughters.     Of  the  sons, 

1.  James  Wedderburn  [1782— 1815J  was  born  16  Jan.  1782  (Bl.  93),  and  is  named 
in  his  father's  settlement,  etc.  (Bl.  22,  74,  82,  83  ;  L.W.  7).  He  was  at  one  time 
in  Jamaica,  but  after  what  seems  to  have  been  an  unsuccessful  career  there  returned 
home  early  in  1809  (S.W.  696).  He  was  at  Weymouth  in  1812,  where,  22  July, 
he  made  a  will,  to  which  he  added  a  codicil,  dated  at  Penge  Place,  26  June  1814 
(Bl.  69).  He  left  England  soon  after,  29  June  1814,  the  date  of  a  letter  written 
at  Loudon  in  view  of  his  departure  (ib.  70),  and  was  at  Toulouse  30  May  1815, 
when  he  confirmed  and  added  to  his  previous  will  (ib.  71).  He  died  unmarried  at 
Tarbes,  in  the  south  of  France,  20  July  1815;  his  will  being  proved  in  London 
in  the  following  month  (L.W.  14).  There  is  in  the  gallery  at  Pinkie  House,  Mussel- 
burgh, a  large  portrait  of  him  by  Hoppner,  belonging  to  Sir  William  Wedderburn. 

1  He  was  buried  at  Penang  with  his  wife  and  the  husband  of  her  sister,  Jean.     Their  tombs  bear  the 

following  epitaphs,  copied  (1877)  by  the  late  Sir  David  Wedderburn  : — "  Died  on  8th  April  1807  a 

few  weeks  after  the  decease  of  his  wife,  Margaret  Wedderburn,  a  lady  of  the  sweetest  temper  and 

the  softest  manners,  Philip  Dundas,  Esqre.,  younger  of  Arniston  N.B.,  Governor  of  this  Presidency, 

.  aged  45  years."     See  also  below,  note  3. 

-  She  is  named  in  the  will  of  her  aunt,  Katharine  Wedderburn,  2  Oct.  1786  (D.D.  135),  and  on  one  or  two- 
other  slight  occasions.  See  Bl.  22,  74,  83  ;  R.D.  454.  She  is  also  named  in  a  passage  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott's  Journal,  quoted  post,  p.  297,  n.  3. 

:i  The  inscription  on  his  tomb  there  is,  "  Died  on  23rd  March  1807  John  Hope  Oliphant,  Esq.,  younger 
of  Rossie,  N.B.,  second  member  of  the  Council  of  this  Presidency,  aged  34  years." 

4  There   is  at  Alva,  co.  Stirling,  a  group  by  Raeburn  of  some  of  the  Johnstones,  together  with  their 

cousin,  Miss  Wedderburn,  who  is  either  Jean  or  her  sister  Margaret,  whose  maternal  grandmother 
was  sister  to  the  first  Johnstone  of  Alva.  A  beautiful  water  colour  portrait  of  Mrs.  Oliphant  was 
formerly  at  Inveresk,  but  was  lent  to  a  friend  who  desired  to  get  it  photographed  and  has  since 
been  lost. 

5  See  for  various  references  to  her,  e.g.,  in  the  wills  of  her  husband  and  her  sou  James  ;  and  for  letters  by 

her,  e.g.,  to  her  daughters  and  her  son  John's  wife,  etc.,  S.W.  695,  710  ;  Bl.  21,  67,  69,  72-74,  82,  S3 
85,  89,  90  ;'  L.W.  7,  14.  The  wills  of  her  sisters,  Barbara  (Mrs.  Ogilvy)  and  Elizabeth  Dundas', 
1831-37,  are  also  among  the  Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  75-76). 
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2.  John  Wedderburn  [1789—1862],  who,  on  the  death  in  1858  of  his  half  brother,  Part  in. 

Sir  David,  succeeded  liim  in  his  baronetcy  and  carried  on  the  line  of  the  family.  chaP-  VIH- 
See  post,  p.  298. 

3.  Alexander  Wedderburn    [1791  — 1839]   was  born   at   Balindean    18  June   and 

baptized  28  June  1791  (Bl.  93  ;  J.W.  24),  and  is  named  in  his  father's  settle- 
ment, etc.  (Bl.  22,  74,  82,  83).  He  entered  the  army1  as  ensign  in  the  Coldstream 
Guards,  17  Sept.  1807  ;  embarked  for  Walcheren  as  aide-de-camp  to  his  brother- 
in-law  the  Hon.  Sir  John  Hope  27  July  1809;  came  home  2  Sept.  ;  re-embarked 
9  Sept.  for  Lisbon  ;  got  rank  as  lieutenant  and  captain  in  the  Guards  19  Nov.  1811  ; 
was  aide-de-camp  to  Sir  John  Hope  while  commander-in-chief  in  Ireland,  Feb.  1812  to 
Oct.  1813,  when  he  went  with  Sir  John  to  Passages  in  Spain,  and  personally  attended 
him  when  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  after  the  sortie  from  Bayonne.  He  returned 
home  in  June  1814,  but  later,  June  1817,  joined  the  British  army  of  occupation  in 
France,  returning  to  England  in  November  1818.  He  was  promoted  to  the  brevet 
rank  of  major  22  Jan.  1819.  having  been  also  adjutant  in  the  preceding  year.  In 
1823,  April  17,  he  was  made  lieut.-colonel  with  a  company  in  the  Coldstream  Guards 
(Gent.  Mag.  xciii.,  pt.  i.,  p.  464),  and,  25  March  1825,  was  appointed  military 
secretary  in  Ireland  to  the  commander  of  the  forces,  Maj.-Gen.  Sir  George  Murray, 
whose  private  secretary  he  became  upon  Sir  George  taking  office  as  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  under  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  administration  in  1828. 
From  this  post  he  retired  in  1830,  and  eight  years  later,  27  July  1838,  left  the 
service,  after  having  obtained  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  preceding  June.2 

He  resided  for  some  time  at  Inveresk,  where  he  was  buried  on  his  death  at 
Glasgow  30  July  1839  {Gent.  Mag.  1839,  p.  327).3     He  had  married  at  Rome, 

28  Jan.  1836  {Dundee  Courier  25  Feb.,  1836),  Elizabeth  Julia  Stratton,  third 
daughter  of  John  Stratton  of  Farthinghoe  Lodge,  Brackley,  co.  Northampton,  but  had 
no  issue.4    His  will,  dated  1  Feb.  1838,  was  proved  in  London  3  Sept.  1839  (L.W.  21). 

Of  the  daughters — 

1.  Maria  "Wedderburn,5  bom  18  Sept.  1783  (Bl.  93) ;  d.  unm.  at  Inveresk,  12  April 

1858,  a  few  days  after  her  brother  Sir  David,  and  is  there  buried  (see  post,  p.  302, 
and  Gent.  Mag.,  N.S.,  iv.,  570). 

2.  Susan  Wedderburn,5  born  18  Jan.  1785  (Bl.  93),  died  unm.  at  Inveresk  3  Feb. 

1840,  and  is  there  buried  (see  post,  p.  302). 

3.  Louisa  Dorothea  Wedderburn,15  born  8  June  1786  (Bl.  93);  married  at  Balindean 

9  Feb.  1803  (ib.;  Gent.  Mag.  lsxiii.,  191),  General  Sir  John  Hope,  G.C.B.,  who  was 
afterwards  (3  May  1814)  created  Lord  Niddry  of  Niddry,  co.  Linlithgow,  and  later, 

29  May  1816,  on  the  death  of  his  half-brother,  succeeded  as  fourth  Earl  of 
Bopetoun.7     He  died  at  Paris,  27  Aug.  1823,  set.  57,  having  had  issue  by  his  wife, 

1  There  are  two  letters  from  his  mother  on  his  choice  of  a  profession,  12,  14  Sept.  1807,  among  the  Blackness 
Papers  (Bl.  67-8).  He  is  also  named  in  his  brother  James'  will  1812  (ib.  69)  and  as  godfather  to  his 
nephew,  John,  in  1825  (Bl.  93). 

-  The  earlier  part  of  the  above  account  of  Colonel  Wedderburn's  career  is  taken  from  information  written 
down  by  him  for  J.W.  in  1819  (J.W.  24),  and  the  latter  from  the  MS.  of  J.W.,  who  got  his  facts 
from  the  Colonel.  There  are  also  among  J.W.'s  papers  (J.W.  26-28,  29,  32)  some  letters  between 
them  in  regard  to  a  proposal  to  get  a  reversal  of  the  attainder  of  the  fifth  baronet,  and  so  regain  the 
old  Nova  Scotia  baronetcy  of  Blackness,  and  also  as  to  the  suggested  restoration  of  the  family 
monuments  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee. 

3  See  also  the  inscription  in  Inveresk  churchyard,  post  p.  302,  where  the  day  of  his  birth  is  given  as 

19  June,  a  day  later  than  that  stated  in  his  father's  register. 

4  His  widow  married  secondly  at  Farthinghoe,  Brackley,  8  Aug.  1843,  Thomas  Tyrwhitt  Drake,  eldest  son 

of  Thomas  Tyrwhitt  Drake  of  Shardeloes,  Amersham,  co.  Bucks  (Gent.  Mag.,  N.S.,  xx.,  p.  419  ;  Reg. 
Marriages,  Somerset  House,  London),  and  by  him  had  issue.  She  died  4  July  1885,  after  which  her 
second  husband  remarried.     There  is  a  crayon  drawing  of  her  at  Meredith. 

5  References  to  these  two  sisters  in  their  father's  will  and  settlements,  in  the  will  of  their  brother  James, 

and  in  letters  from  their  mother  to  them  will  be  found  Bl.  22,  69,  72,  73,  74,  82-83  ;  L  W.  7, 14.  They 
purchased  Inveresk  Lodge  from  Andrew  Wedderburn  Colvile  in  about  1808,  and  long  lived  there. 

6  See  also  Bl.  22,  64,  66,  82-83,  86-88  ;  D.C.  105  ;  L.W.  7. 

7  He  had  married,  first,  at  Lea  Castle,  co.  Worcester,  7  Aug.  1798,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Charles 

Hope  Weir  (third  son  of  Charles,  first  Earl  of  Hopetoun) .  Louisa  Wedderburn  was  many  years  his 
junior,  and  there  is  a  romantic  story  of  their  engagement.  She  and  one  of  her  sisters  had  ridden 
over  from  Balindean  to  visit  some  friends,  who  pressed  them  to  wait  and  see  Sir  John  Hope,  already 
distinguished  for  his  military  services,  whose  arrival  was  expected  at  the  house.  This  the  girls  did, 
with  the  result  that  the  next  day  the  General  astonished  Sir  John  Wedderburn  by  calling  at 
Balindean  and  asking  for  the  hand  of  his  daughter,  though  unable  to  distinguish  by  name  the  object 
of  his  choice.    H  e  was  thentaken  by  Sir  J  ohn  Wedderburn  into  the  schoolroom,  and  thus  literally  took 
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Part  in.  Louisa  Wedderburn,  who  died  at  Leamington  16  July  1836  (J.W.  35),  nine  sons 

Chap.  VIII.  an(j  j.w0  daughters  (see  Burke's  Peerage  s.  Hopetoun). 

4.  Anne  "Wedderburn,  born  14  Feb.  1788  (Bl.  93)1  ;  married  at  Balindean,  17  June 
1805,  Sir  John  Hope,  eleventh  baronet  of  Craighall,  co.  Fife,  and  also  of  Pinkie, 
co.  Midlothian  (Gent.  Mag.  lxxv.,  772  ;  Scot's  Mag.  1805,  p.  563).  He  died  5  June 
1853,  having  had  issue  by  his  wife  (who  died  in  London  at  her  residence, 
67,  Cadogan  Place,  S.W.,  17  March  1867,  and  was  buried  at  Inveresk)  eight  sons 
and  two  daughters  (see  Burke's  Baronetage  s.  Hope)? 

Sir  David  Wedderburn  [1775 — 1858],  second  but  only  surviving  son  of  Sir  John 
Wedderburn  and  Margaret  Ogilvy,  was  born  3  March  1775  (Bl.  93).3  He  matriculated  at 
S.  Andrew's  University  in  1790  (S.A.U.R.  43),  and  while  there  was  also  admitted  to  the 
freedom  of  the  burgh,  19  April  1791  (Bl.  77-10),  but  I  find  no  record  of  his  degree.  There 
is,  1794,  July  5,  a  settlement  of  Balindean  upon  him  made  by  his  father  (G.S.R.  147),  and 
also  a  letter  from  Sir  John  referring  to  the  occasion  of  his  majority  as  bringing  with  it  the 
sad  recollection  of  his  mother's  death  (S.W.  6S1).  A  portrait  of  him  by  Hoppner,  similar 
to  that  of  his  brother  James,  is  the  property  of  Sir  William  Wedderburn,  but  hangs  in 
the  gallery  at  Pinkie  (see  ante,  p.  294). 

In  1796  he  joined  the  West  Indian  house  of  Webster,  Wedderburn  and  Co.  in  London, 
and  is  thus  designed  "  merchant  in  London  "  in  1801  (Bl.  22  ;  R.D.  452).  He  continued  t 
be  a  partner  in  the  firm  for  many  years,  and  was  consequently  involved  in  the  litigation  with 
the  children  of  David  Wedderburn  or  Webster,  of  which  an  account  will  be  given  later 
(post,  Part  v.).  He  is  named  in  his  father's  settlement,  will,  and  nomination  of  tutors 
to  his  younger  children  (Bl.  22,  82,  83  ;  L.  W.  7),  and,  on  his  death  in  June  1803,  succeeded 
him  both  in  his  estate  of  Balindean  and  as  (but  for  attainder)  seventh  baronet  of  Blackness. 

It  was  immediately  after  the  death  of  Sir  John,  that  his  son  David  was  created  a 
baronet  of  Great  Britain  by  virtue  of  a  new  patent  dated  10  October  1803,  with  remainder 
in  default  of  Sir  David's  own  male  issue  to  the  other  male  heirs  of  the  body  of  his 
great-grandfather,  Sir  Alexander,  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness.  There  is  a  letter  to 
David  from  the  Earl  of  Rosslyn,  dated  17  Aug.  1803,  which  shows  that  he  had  interested 
himself  to  obtain  this  patent  (Bl.  64),  and  there  is  also  a  later  letter,  8  Oct.,  on  the 
matter  from  James  Wedderburn-Colvile  (Bl.  65).  "  An  unsuccessful  attempt  (says  J.W.  in 
his  MS.)4  had  been  made,  through  the  Chancellor,  Lord  Rosslyn,  to  prevail  on  the  Govern- 
ment to  restore  the  old  Scotch  Baronetage,  but  such  a  measure  of  conciliation  towards 
Jacobite  families  was  not  held  to  be  adviseable,  though  more  liberal  feelings  have  since 
existed.  In  lieu  of  the  request  denied  Sir  David  was  created  a  Baronet,  as  stated  above, 
and  the  scale  of  remainders  was  adopted  on  the  Chancellor's  suggestion  by  way  of 
including  in  the  new  patent  the  main  branches  of  the  family  to  whom  the  old  one  had 
extended."5  On  receiving  this  patent,  Sir  David  entered  his  pedigree  (H.C.R.  Il.a)  at  the 
Herald's  College  in  London,  where  there  is  also  a  note  of  the  registration  of  his  arms, 
although  they  do  not  appear  to  have  been  in  fact  registered  (ib.  b.  n.).  An  account  of  the 
fees  paid  by  Sir  David  for  passing  the  patent  is  also  extant  (ib.  c).  They  amounted  to 
£386  19.  6.  There  are  various  letters,  1803 — 1809,  from  Sir  David  in  regard  to  the 
affairs  of  his  younger  brother  and  sisters,  to  whom  he  stood  "in  loco  parentis,"  e.g., 
S.W.  688-89,  694,  696;  Bl.  67;  and  he  is  also  named,  19  May  1804,  in  an 
assignation  by  him  and  his  sisters,  Margaret  and  Jean  (R.D.  454) ;  and,  22  July  1812,  in 
the  will  of  his  brother,  James  (Bl.  69;  L.W.  14). 

In  1805  he  entered  parliament  as  member  for  the  Perth  burghs,  which  he  continued 
to  represent  till   18186;  and  later,  in  1823,  he  was   appointed  Postmaster  General  for 

his  wife  out  of  it.  The  marriage  was  one  of  unrivalled  happiness.  There  is  in  Kay's  Portraits 
(Edin.  Black.  1877  ;  i.,  198-99)  a  good  account  of  the  Earl,  together  with  an  anecdote  of  the 
incredulity  of  George  IV.,  when  on  a  visit  to  Hopetoun  House  in  1822,  on  hearing  that  his  hostess, 
by  whose  beauty  and  youthful  appearance  he  was  struck,  was  a  matron  of  nearly  twenty  years 
standing. 

1  See  also  Bl.  22,  82-83  ;  L.W.  7. 

2  There  is  a  tradition  that  a  gipsy  in  telling  the  fortunes  of  her  and  her  sister  Louisa,  told  each  separately 

that  she  would  marry  Sir  John  Hope. 
'■'  He  is  named,  when  quite  a  child,  as  residuary  legatee  in  the  will  of  his  aunt,  Katharine  Wedderburn, 

22  Oct.  1779  (D.D.  135). 
4  On  the  authority  of  Sir  David  Wedderburn  and  William  Ogilvy  of  Westhall. 
s  J.W.  continued  to  hope  that  the  old  baronetcy  of  Blackness  might  be  restored  (see  J.W.  26-28),  but 

nothing  was  or  has  since  been  done. 
6  See  S.W.  691,  for  some  fifteeu  letters  relating  to  his  candidature. 
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Scotland,  an  office  which  he  held  till  1831.  "His  merits  (says  J.W.  in  his  MS.)  in  the  Part  ill. 
administration  of  his  office  were  not  only  universally  acknowledged,  but,  a  commission  of  CnaP-  vm 
inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  Scottish  Post  office,  having  been  appointed  in  1829,  made  a 
report  to  the  Government  highly  favourable  to  Sir  David,  who  was,  however,  after  eight 
years  service  and  confessedly  without  a  fault,  deprived  in  1831  by  Earl  Grey's  govern- 
ment of  an  office  whose  details  he  had  reduced  to  order  and  whose  duties  he  had  ably 
discharged."  .   .  .   ''  But  (adds  J.W.)  his  successor  was  a  Whig,  Sir  David  a  Tory." 

He  had  been  admitted  in  1813,  Sept.  21,  to  the  freedom  of  Dundee,  of  the  town 
council  of  which  he  was  a  member  (D.L.B.  62).  He  was  the  last  of  his  name  to  be  thus 
honourably  connected  with  the  burgh,  the  affairs  of  which  had  for  long  been  guided  by 
the  wisdom  of  his  ancestors. 

He  is  named,  31  Oct.  1809,  in  a  factory  re  the  affairs  of  his  maternal  uncle  David, 
Lord  Ogilvy,  on  whose  death,  unmarried,  6  April  1812,  he  and  Lord  Ogilvy's  only 
surviving  sister  Joanna  (d.  unm.  1 826)  succeeded  as  heir  portioners  to  the  lands  of 
Kiuquhirries,  Easter  and  Wester  Proason  Haugh,  and  Carrocks  in  Angus,  which  had 
been  purchased  by  Lord  Ogilvy's  grandfather  John,  fourth  Earl  of  Airlie,  from  James 
Stormonth  of  Ednaughties  in  1754.  Sir  David  was  retoured  heir  to  his  uncle  6  Jan. 
1815  (R.H.  48),  and  on  the  death  of  his  aunt  Joanna  became  the  sole  heir  of  Kin- 
quhirries.  He  did  not,  however,  retain  either  it  or  Balindean.  I  have  not  ascertained 
when  he  sold  the  former  estate,  but  he  parted  with  the  latter  in  1819-20  (Bl.  74),1 
when  (according  to  J.W.)  it  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Trotter,  provost  of  Edinburgh, 
for  £67,000.  Sir  David's  affairs  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life  were  far  from  satisfactory. 
The  prosperity  of  the  West  India  House  had  reached  its  zenith  early  in  the  century,  and 
had  for  some  years  been  steadily  declining,  when  in  1827  the  children  of  David  Wedder- 
burn  or  Webster  began  the  law  suit  to  which  I  have  already  referred.  It  lasted,  as  we 
shall  see,  for  nearly  thirty  years,  and  while  it  involved  those  against  whom  it  was  directed 
in  anxiety  and  expense,  brought  no  advantage  to  those  by  whom  it  was  started. 

After  the  sale  of  Balindean,  Sir  David  resided  at  Luffness,  near  Aberlady  (S.W.  710), 
and  later  on  at  Rosebank,  near  Roslin,  whence,  after  the  death  of  Lady  Wedderburn,  he 
removed  to  the  house  of  his  unmarried  sister  at  Inveresk.  He  died  there,  7  April  1858, 
and  was  buried  with  his  wife  in  the  churchyard  of  Inveresk.2 

He  had  married  at  Comrie,  co.  Perth,  2  Sept.  1800  (151.  93  ;  Gent.  Mag.  1800,  p.  90  ; 
Scots'  Mag.  1800,  p.  651),  Margaret  Brown,  second  daughter  of  George  Brown  of 
Ellistoun,  co.  Roxburgh,  one  of  H.M.  Commissioners  of  Excise  for  Scotland,  and  by  her 
(who  was  born  in  March  1775,  died  at  Rosebank,  Roslin,  14  Feb.  1845,  and  was  buried 
at  Inveresk)3  had  issue  two  sons,  both  of  whom  died  in  youth. 

1.  John  James  Wedderburn,  born  in  Hanover  Square,  London,  16  Oct.  1802  (Bl. 

93;  Gent.  Mag.  lxii ,  p.  1063),  and  died  at  Brighton  11  Oct.  1810  (ib.;  ib.  lxxx., 
pt.  ii.,  p   494). 

2.  George  Wedderburn,  born  in  Hanover   Square,  London,   16    Nov.  1804  {Gent. 

Mag.  lxxiv.,  p.  1069;  Scots'  Mag.  1804,  p.  972),  and  died  at  Brompton  23  May 
1823  (Blackwood's  Mag.  1823,  p.  736).4  "  He  was  (says  J.W.  in  his  MS.)  a  student 
at  Cambridge,  and  a  young  man  of  amiable  disposition  and  very  promising  talents, 

1  Sir  David  was  retoured  heir  to  his  father,  31  May  1820.  no  doubt  for  the  purpose  of  this  sale  (R.H.  49). 
'-  See  the  inscription  there  (post,  p.  302)  and  Gent.  Mag.,  N.S.,  iv.,  p.  569,  where  his  age  is  wrongly  given 
as  84  instead  of  83. 

3  She  is  also  named  Bl.  64,  74.     The  place  and  date  of  her  death  are  given  in  the  Gent.  Mag.,  vol.  xxiii., 

p.  454,  but  the  notice  erroneously  adds  that  "  her  only  son  died  in  1827."  She  is  mentioned 
occasionally  in  the  Journal  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  (2  vols.,  Edin.  D.  Douglas,  1890).  "  Abbotsford. 
12  Sept.  1827.  Walk  with  Lord  Francis  Leveson  Gower.  When  we  return,  behold  ye  !  enter  Lady 
Hampden  and  Lady  Wedderburn  :  in  the  days  of  George  Square  Jean  (sic  for  Margaret)  and  Maria 
Brown — beauties  and  toasts.  There  was  much  pleasure  on  my  side  and  some,  I  suppose,  on  theirs  ; 
and  there  was  a  riding  and  a  running  and  a  chattering,  and  an  asking,  and  a  shewing — a  real  scene  of 
confusion  yet  mirth  and  good  spirits  "  (vol.  ii.,  p.  35.)  "  Edinburgh  24  Nov.  1827.  Went  to  Sir 
David  Wedderburn's  where  I  met  three  beauties  of  my  own  day,  Margaret  Brown,  Maria  Brown,  and 
Jean  Wedderburn — now  Lady  Wedderburn,  Lady  Hampden,  and  Mrs.  Oliphant"  (vol.  ii.). 

There  is  in  Kay's  Portraits  (Edin.  Black  1877),  vol.  i.,  75,  a  portrait  of  George  Brown  in  a  group 
of  other  Edinburgh  notabilities.  He  is  described  as  of  Lindsay-lands  and  Elliestoun,  a  commissioner 
of  excise,  who  died  5  March  1806.  He  married  Dorothea  Dundas  (daughter  of  James  Dundas  of 
Dundas  by  Hon.  Jean  Forbes,  and  sister  to  Alicia  Dundas,  Lady  Wedderburn),  and  had  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  who  all  married,  viz.,  Viscountess  Hampden,  Lady  Wedderburn,  and  Lady  Hope,  wife 
of  Sir  Alexander  Hope,  G.C.B.     There  is  a  good  portrait  of  George  Brown  by  Raeburn  at  Meredith. 

4  Bl.  93  gives  the  date  wrongly  as  1822. 

2  P 
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Part  in-  when  early  in  the  spring  of  1823  he  caught  cold  while  exposed  to  severe  weather, 

Chap.  viii.  au(j  ^.^  jQ  ^jayi  to  t|le  great  sorrow  of  all  his  family." 

Both  of  these  sons  were  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  Glyude,  co.  Sussex,  near  the 
seat  of  their  uncle,  the  then  Lord  Hampden.     The  epitaph  on  their  grave  is  as  follows  :  — 

M.  S.  |  JOHANNIS  JACOB!  WEDDERBURN,  |  DAVIDIS  WEDDERBURN,  BARONETTI,  |  FILII  MAXIMI  NATU  :  |  QUI 
ADHUC   PUER,  |  VIRTUTIBUS   AC   INGENIO  FLUSQUAM     PUEH1LI    PRAEDITUS,  |   A.D.    MDCCC'X.    AETATIS  AUTEM  VIII. 

|   MORTE  IMMATURA  EXTINCTUS  EST.    |  NEC  NON  |  GEORGII  WEDDERBURN,   |   EJUSDEM  |   FILII  UNICI  SOPERSTITIS:   | 
QUI   MORUM   INTEGRITATE   SPECTATDS,  |  OMNIBUS   FERE  LITTERIS  |  MIRUM  IN  MODUM  IMBUTUS,  |   PRjECEPTORIBUS 
AC   SOCIIS    OARUS,  |  PARENTIBUS    VERO    ORBATIS  |  NUNQUAM   NON   DEFLENDUS,  |  A.D.    MDOCCXXIII   ANNOS  NA't'US 
XVIII.   I  QUOAD   MORTALIS  FUIT,  |  DIEM   OBIIT   SUPREMUM. 

The  following  verses  were  written  by  Mrs.  Hemans,  the  poetess,  for  inscription  on  the 
tomb,  but  were  not  so  used  : — 

"  Thou,  that  canst  gaze  upon  thine  own  fair  boy, 
And  hear  his  prayer's  low  murmur  at  thy  knee, 
And  o'er  his  slumbers  bend  in  breathless  joy, 

Come  to  this  tomb  !  it  hath  a  voice  for  thee  ! 
Pray  !  thou  art  blest  !  ask  strength  for  sorrow's  hour, 
Love,  deep  as  thine,  lays  here  its  broken  flower. 

Thou,  that  are  gathering  from  the  smile  of  youth 

Thy  thousand  hopes,  rejoicing  to  behold 
All  the  hearts  depths  before  thee,  bright  with  truth, 

All  the  mind's  treasures  silently  unfold  ; 
Look  on  this  tomb  !  to  thee,  too,  speaks  the  grave, 

Where  God  hath  seal'd  the  fount  of  hope  he  gave." 

.    Sir  David  thus  left  no  descendants,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  half  brother, 

Sir  John  Wedderburn  [1789 — 1862],  second  baronet  of  Balindean,  and  but  for 
attainder,  eighth  of  Blackness,  who  was  born  at  Balindean  1  May  1789  (Bl.  93  ;  J.W.  24). 
He  is  named  in  his  father's  settlement  in  1801  (Bl.  22)  ;  in  his  nomination  of  tutors  and 
curators  to  his  children  1801-3  (Bl.  82-83),  and  also  in  the  will  of  his  brother  James  in 
1812  (Bl.  69;  L.W.  7).1 

He  entered  the  Indian  Civil  Service  and  went  out  to  Bombay  in  1807  ;  was  appointed 
Assistant  and  Examiner  to  the  Secretary  in  the  Secret,  Foreign,  and  Political  Department, 
4  Nov.  1808;  second  assistant  to  the  sub-treasurer,  1810;  assistant  to  the  export  ware- 
house keeper,  1811;  acting  sub-treasurer,  22  July  1812;  civil  and  marine  paymaster, 
1 1  Oct.  1814  ;  accountant-general,  civil  auditor,  revenue  accountant,  and  accountant  to  the 
recorder's  court,  1  May  1817  ;  and  accountant-general  and  military,  commercial,  and 
revenue  accountant,  t  Jan.  1830.-' 

He  retired  from  the  last-named  post  on  1  May  1837,  and,  returning  home,  long 
resided  at  Keith  House  in  the  united  parishes  of  Keith  and  Humbie,  co.  Haddington. 
Before  he  left  India  he  was  presented  with  a  service  of  plate3  bearing  this  inscription, 
"  Presented  to  John  Wedderburn,  Esq.,  of  the  Bombay  Civil  Service,  on  his  return  to 
Great  Britain,  by  his  European  and  Native  Friends  in  Bombay  as  a  testimony  of  respect 
for  his  public,  and  regard  and  esteem  for  his  private  character,  1836."  As  showing  the 
number  of  subscribers  to  this  testimonial,  it  may  be  noted  that  while  £1,800  was  collected, 
in  no  case  was  more  than  £10  accepted  from  one  subscriber,  and  in  very  many  cases  there 
were  native  subscribers  of  a  single  rupee.4 

1  See  also,  in  regard  to  his  charge  on  Balindean,  Bl.  74. 

-  See  Dodwell  and  Miller's  List  of  Bombay  Civil  Servants  1780 — 1838.     His  brother  Alexander  (J.W.  24) 
says  he  embarked  for  India  June  1808,  but  this  would  seem  to  be  an  error  for  1807. 

:<  Now  in  the  possession  of  Sir  William  Wedderburn,  Bart. 

4  The  following  address  (Bl.  91)  presented  to  him  by  the  Bombay  Native  Education  Society,  and  signed  by 
numerous  residents,  English  and  native,  also  shows  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  : — 

"Bombay,  13th  Jauy.  1837. — Sir,  Intimately  connected  as  you  have  been  with  the  Bombay  Native 
Education  Society,  from  the  hour  of  its  institution  to  the  present  moment,  and  latterly  its  leading 
Director,  we  cannot  witness  your  departure  from  among  us  without  conveying  to  jTou  our  high  sense  of 
the  great  benefit  the  society  has  derived  from  your  services  during  the  whole  of  that  long  period.  To 
your  liberal  views,  sound  judgment,  and  conciliatory  temper,  we  attribute  much  of  the  success  which 
has  hitherto  crowned  our  efforts  in  the  great  cause  we  all  have  at  heart,  and  although  the  consciousness 
of  having  tal.en  so  zealous  and  efficient  a  part  in  extending  the  blessings  of  sound  knowledge  and 
European  science  to  this  portion  of  the  British  Empire,  is  in  itself,  perhaps,  a  sufficient  reward  to  a 
mind  like  yours,  it  would  ill  become  us  your  associates  in  this  labour  of  love,  and  representatives  as 
many  of  us  are  of  the  Native  Community  of  this  Presidency,  which  is  thus  so  deeply  indebted  to 
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On  the  death  of  his  half  brother,  Sir  David,  without  issue  him  surviving,  in  ]  858,  Sir  Part  m. 
John  succeeded  him  as  second  baronet  of  Balindean,  but  died  four  years  later,  2  July  1862,  cnap-  vnl- 
at  4,  Chichester  Terrace,  Brighton,  whither  he  had  gone  from  a  visit  to  a  friend,  Mr. 
George  Ashburner  of  Tilgate,  co.  Kent  {Gent.  Mag.,  vol.  xiii.,  p.  236)  He  was  buried  at 
Tibberton,  co.  Gloucester,  in  which  parish  lies  the  property  known  as  Meredith,  which  his 
wife  had  inherited  from  a  maternal  uncle  of  that  name,  and  where  Sir  John  and  his  family 
had  long  been  in  the  habit  of  spending  the  spring.  His  will  was  proved  at  Somerset 
House,  London,  2  April  1863  (L.W.  31).1 

He  had  married  at  S.  Thomas'  Church.  Bombay,  7  Sept.  1822  (Bl.  93),  Henrietta 
Louisa  Milburn,  daughter  and  only  surviving  child  of  William  Milburn  of  the  East  India 
Company's  Service  in  Bombay,2  and  bj'  her,  who  was  born  17  Dec.  1803  and  died,  set.  77,  at 
7,  Ovington  Gardens,  London,  S.W.,  7  April  1881,  and  is  buried  at  Tibberton,  co.  Gloucester,3 
had  issue  four  sons  and  five  daughters.     The  sons  were 

1.  John  Wedderburn  [1825-57]. -1  Born  in  Bombay  9  May  1825,  and  there  baptized 
(Bl.  93;  J.W.  30;  Bombay  Bapt.,  India  Off.,  vii.,  144).  Educated  at  Loretto 
School,  the  Edinburgh  Academy,  and  at  Haileybury,  from  which  he  entered  the 
Bengal  Civil  Service. 

He  married  29  Jan.  1856,  at  S.  Thomas'  Episcopal  Church,  Edinburgh, 
Alice  Bell,  daughter  of  the  late  Dandisson  Coates  Bell  of  the  Bombay  Medical 
Board  {Gent.  Mag.,  vol.  45,  p.  417),  and  by  her  had  issue  a  son,  John  James 
Wedderburn,  born  at  Edinburgh,  15  Nov.  1856,  died  1857.  Both  parents  and 
child  were  killed  in  the  Indian  mutiny,  29  May  1857,  and  were  buried  at  Hissar 
with  the  other  victims  {Gent.  Mag.,  N.S.  vol.  3,  p.  565). 

The  following  account  of  her  eldest  brother  is  from  the  pen  of  his  sister, 
Louisa  (Mr>.  Percival) : — 

"  Mr.  John  Wedderburn,  one  of  the  early  victims  of  the  Indian  Mutiny, 
entered  the  Bengal  Civil  Service  in  1844,  and  while  serving  in  Behar  was  one  of 
those  selected  for  an  appointment  in  the  Punjaub  when  first  annexed  under  the 
Lawrences  in  1849.  There  he  received  the  thanks  of  Government  for  his  services 
in  organizing  and  settling  a  newly  acquired  district  near  Mooltan,  and  while  subse- 
quently filling  the  important  position  of  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Lahore,  his  exertions 
in  constructing  roads  and  other  public  improvements  were  again  acknowledged. 

Mr.  Wedderburn  came  home  on  furlough  after  ten  years'  service,  and  returned 
to  India  in  the  spring  of  1857,  accompanied  by  his  jroung  wife  and  infant  son;  and 
was  immediately  appointed  Magistrate  and  Collector  of  Hissar  in  the  North  West 
Provinces,  which  station  he  had  joined  only  a  few  weeks  when  the  mutiny  at 
Meerut  and  Delhi  broke  out. 

The  isolated  situation  of  Hissar  now  rendered  the  position  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
AVedderburn  one  of  extreme  danger,  and  he  at  once  realised  to  its  full  extent  the 
peril  to  the  British  Empire  in  India,  and  to  every  individual  European  in  it,  but 
resolved  to  act  with  the  determination  of  a  man  and  the  faith  of  a  Christain.  He 
exerted  himself  with  the  utmost  energy  in  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the 
security  of  his  district ;  removed  the  Government  treasure  with  his  own  family 
into  the  fort  under  the  protection  of  the  Hurrianah  infantry,  assumed  the 
responsibility  of  raising  a  regiment  of  irregular  horse,  and  procured  1 00  troopers 
from  the  Dadree  chief,  who  gave  repeated  assurances  of  fidelity,  thus  endeavouring 
to  secure  one  faithful  body  of    troops,  but  all  proved  traitors.     His   exertions 

you,  to  be  silent  upon  such  an  occasion.  Accept  this  our  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks  for  your 
valuable  co-operation,  and  may  every  happiness  attend  you  in  your  native  land.  We  are,  your 
sincere  friends,  etc.,  etc. 

To  John  Wedderburn,  Esq.,  etc.,  etc." 

1  There  is  a  marble  bust  of  him  by  Behraes  and  a  water  colour  drawing  of  him  by  Macleay  at  Meredith. 

2  Mr.  Milburn  was  the  author  of  a  work  entitled  Oriental  Commerce.     A  letter  from  him  to  his  daughter  in 

1819  is  among  the  Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  84). 

3  Her  will  was  proved  at  Somerset  House,  London,  17  Oct.  1881,  by  her  eldest  son  and  sole  executor 

(L.W.  43).  For  her  marriage,  see  certificate  in  Sir  William  Wedderburn's  possession  and  Bombay 
marriages  (at  the  India  Office),  vi.,  157.  Her  father  was  born  in  1775,  and  died  in  1822,  having 
married  in  1798  Henrietta  Meredith  (b.  1770,  d.  1846).  Some  letters  to  her  from  her  father  and 
her  husband's  mother,  1823-27,  are  among  the  Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  84-85,  89-90).  There  are  a 
crayon  drawing  and  two  miniatures  of  her  at  Meredith. 
1  There  is  at  Meredith  a  small  water  colour  drawing  of  him  and  his  three  elder  sisters  as  children,  and  also 
a  water  colour  drawing  of  him  as  a  young  man  by  Macleay. 
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Part  in.  preserved  tranquillity  in  Hissar  till  29th  May,  when  the  arrival  of  emissaries  from 

Chap.  viii.  Delhi  and  Hansi  proved  a  signal  for  the  troops  at  the  Fort  to  mutiny,  and  after 

murdering  Mr.  Wedderburn's  young  wife  and  child,  they  proceeded  to  the  Court- 
house, where  he  was  transacting  business  and  surrounded  it.  Mr.  Wedderburn 
called  upon  the  Sepoys  on  guard  to  resist  them,  but  in  vain ;  he  was  fired  upon  by 
both  parties  and  fell  under  the  combined  attack  of  the  Dadree  troopers  and  his 
own  treacherous  guard,  within  a  brief  half  hour  after  his  wife  and  child.  '  Lovely 
in  their  lives,  in  death  they  were  not  long  divided,'  and  each  was  spared  the  agony 
of  knowing  the  other's  fate.  In  Mr.  Wedderburn  the  Indian  Government  loses  an 
officer  to  whose  zeal  and  valuable  qualities  the  highest  testimony  has  been 
recorded  by  his  superiors  in  office.  Many  grieve  for  him  in  Lahore,  both  natives 
and  Europeans,  and  his  large  and  attached  connection  are  called  upon  to  mourn 
for  one,  not  more  endeared  to  them  by  the  ties  of  kindred  than  by  the  amiable 
disposition  and  manly  heart  which  in  him  were  united  with  a  piety  unshaken  to 
the  last." 

2.  William  Wedderburn.      Born   at   Woodgreen,    Bombay,   19    May    1830.     Died 

24  May  in  that  year  (Bl.  93;  J. W.  30  ;  Bomb.  Bapt.,  Ind.  Off.,  ix.,  580). 

3.  David  Wedderburn,  afterwards  Sir  David,   third  baronet  of  Balindean,  and  but 

for  attainder,  ninth  of  Blackness.     See  below. 

4.  William  Wedderburn,  afterwards  Sir  William,  fourth  baronet  of  Balmdean,  etc. 

See  post,  p.  301. 

The  daughters  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  and  Henrietta  Milburn  were, 

1.  Alicia  Henrietta  Wedderburn,   born  at  Bombay  20   Aug.,   baptized  there  at 

S.  Thomas  Church  20  Nov.  1823  (Bl.  93  ;  J.W.  30).  Married  at  Keith  House,  co. 
Haddington,  22  Jan.  1862,  to  her  cousin,  Lt.-Col.  (afterwards  General)  Sir  William 
Hope,  Bart.,  K.C.B.1  (71st  Highland  Light  Infantry)  fifth  son  of  the  late  Sir  John 
Hope,  eleventh  baronet  of  Craighall  and  Pinkie,  by  his  wife  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Wedderburn.     See  ante  p.  296.     Living  1898  at  Pinkie,  s.p.2 

2.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  born   at   Woodgreen,  Bombay,  7   Feb.   1827  (Bl.  93; 

J.W.  30  ;  Bomb.  Bapt.,  viii.,  5).  Died  unmarried  at  Prospect  Place,  Harrogate, 
26  Aug.  1876.  Buried  at  Tibberton.  Administration  (with  will)  of  her  estate  was 
granted  11  Nov.  1876  (L.W.  37). 

3.  Margaret  Wedderburn.      Born  at  Woodgreen,  Bombay,  10  May  1828  (Bl.  93; 

J.W.  30;  Bomb.  Bap>t.,  viii.,  223).  Died  unmarried  at  San  Remo  2  Feb.  1874. 
Buried  there.  (Consulary  Reg.  Somerset  House,  v.,  1112,  1137,  xx.  1627,  and  the 
inscription  on  her  tomb). 

4.  Mary  Anne  Wedderburn.     Born  in  Neelgherry  Hills  26   Nov.  1832.     Died  in 

India,  Aug.  1833  (Bl.  93  ;  J.W.  30  ;  Madras  Bur.,  Ind.  Off.,  xv.,  448). 

5.  Louisa  Jane  Wedderburn.     Born  at  Keith  House   16  Sept.    1842.      Baptized 

there  20  Dec.  1842  (Bl.  93).  Married  at  Tibberton,  co.  Gloucester,  7  Jan.  1869, 
Edward  Hope  Percival,  of  the  Indian  Civil  Service,  and  afterwards  of  Kimsbury 
House,  Gloucester.  She  died  at  13,  Kensington  Park  Gardens,  London,  after  a 
short  illness,  27  April  1895  (buried  at  Upton  S.  Leonard's,  co.  Gloucester),  leaving 
issue,  John  Hope,  b.  27  Dec.  1870  ;  Philip  Edward,  b.  11  Nov.  1872  ;  Norman  Scott, 
b.  30  May  1881  ;  David,  b.  12  April  1883 ;  and  Alice  Mary,  b.  30  Oct.  1878. 

Sir  David  Wedderburn  [1835-82],  third  baronet  of  Balindean,  and  but  for 
attainder,  ninth  of  Blackness,  was  born  at  Woodgreen,  Bombay,  20  Dec.  1835,  and 
baptized  at  Christ  Church,  Bycullah,   8  Feb.  1836  (Bl.  93  ;  Bomb.  Bapt.,  xii.,  94). 

His  biography  has  been  so  fully  written  by  his  sister,  Mrs.  Percival,  that  only  a  very 
brief  account  of  his  career  need  be  given  here.  (See  Life  of  Sir  D.  Wedderburn,  Kegan, 
Paul  <fe  Co.,  1884).  He  was  educated  at  Hofwyl  near  Berne  (1844-47),  at  Loretto  House, 
Musselburgh,  and,  1 851-53,  at  Edinburgh  University.  In  1854  he  matriculated  at  Cambridge 
and  went  up  to  Trinity  College,  where  he  afterwards  (1857)  obtained  a  scholarship.  He 
graduated  B.A.  in  1858,  having  been  classed  as  Senior  Optime  in  the  Mathematical  Tripos, 
and  also  in  the  second  class  of  the  Science  Tripos.  After  studying  law  in  Edinburgh 
and  Heidelberg,   he  was  called  to  the  Scotch  Bar  17  Dec.  1861  (Adv.  Adm.  9),  and  a  year 

1  He  succeeded  as  fourteenth  baronet  of  Craighall  and  to  Pinkie  on  the  death,  unmarried,  of  his  brother. 

Sir  John  David  Hope,  jet.  83,  on  14  July  1892,  and  was  made  a  K.C.B.  in  1897. 
-  There  is  at  Meredith  an  oil  painting  of  her  as  a  child. 
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later  succeeded  his  father,  Sir  John,  as  third  Baronet  of  Balindean.  He  never  acquired  Part  in. 
much  practice  as  an  advocate,  spending  in  foreign  travel1  more  time  than  was  compatible  chaP-  VUI- 
with  professional  success.  Politics  too  attracted  him  more  than  law.  In  1868  he  stood 
as  Liberal  candidate  for  South  Ayrshire,  was  elected  by  a  small  majority  and  sat  for  the 
constituency  till  1874,  but  did  not  contest  the  seat  at  the  general  election  of  that  year.  In 
Feb.  1879  he  was  returned  for  the  Haddington  Burghs,  for  which  he  was  also  re-elected  in 
1880,  but  resigned  the  seat,  through  failing  health,  in  1882.2 

He  owned  Inveresk  Lodge,  and  was  thus  a  J. P.  for  Midlothian,  but  leased  the  house 
to  his  eldest  sister  and  her  husband,  who  resided  there  until  1892.  On  the  death  of  his 
mother  he  succeeded  to  Meredith  in  Gloucestei-shire,  of  the  third  battalion  of  the  Militia 
regiment  of  which  county  he  was  captain. 

He  died  unmarried,  after  a  short  illness,  at  Inveresk  Lodge  18  Sept.  1882  (R.H.  61), 
and  was  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  Inveresk.3  His  will  was  proved  at  Somerset  House, 
10  March  1883  (L.W.  47),  the  executor  being  his  brother  and  successor,  William. 

Sir  William  Wedderburn,  fourth  Baronet  of  Balindean.  and  but  for  attainder 
tenth  of  Blackness,  was  born  at  2,  Atholl  Crescent,  Edinburgh,  25  March  1838,  and  baptized 
at  Inveresk  Lodge  9  May  1838  (Bl.  93). 

He  was  educated  at  Hofwyl  near  Berne,  at  Dr.  Heldermaier's  school  at  Worksop  and 
and  at  Loretto  House,  Musselburgh,  whence  he  entered  the  Edinburgh  University.  In 
1859  he  was  placed  third  in  the  open  competition  for  the  Indian  Civil  Service  and  having 
selected  Bombay  as  his  presidency  went  out  in  Nov.  1860.  He  began  his  service  in  the 
revenue  department  (Ahmednagar,  Dharwar  and  Cauara  districts)  but  was  mainly  occupied 
in  the  Judiciary  and  Secretariat,  rising  to  be  District  and  Sessions  Judge  at  Poona,  agent 
for  the  Sirdars  of  the  Deccan,  and  chief  Secretary  to  the  Political,  Judicial  and  Educa- 
tional Departments  of  Bombay.  He  also  acted  for  a  time  as  Judge  of  the  High  Court  and 
as  a  member  of  the  Governor's  Council.  His  career  in  India  was  marked  by  the  interest 
he  took  in  the  condition  of  the  rayat  and  in  the  cause  of  native,  and  especially  female 
native,  education,  and  he  aided  in  establishing  a  school  for  native  girls  at  Poona,  where 
he  founded  scholarships  in  the  name  of  his  brother,  Sir  David.  On  his  retiring  from  the 
service  and  leaving  India  in  May  1887  a  large  public  meeting  at  Bombay  testified  to  the 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held,  and  25,000  rupees  was  subscribed  for  a  memorial  of  his 
beneficial  work  in  India.  Part  of  this  sum  was  expended  on  a  portrait4  of  him  by  Hubert 
Herkomer,  R.A.,  which  is  now  in  the  keeping  of  the  Bombay  Presidency  Association.  In 
a  Gazette  extraordinary  the  governor  recorded  Sir  William's  conspicuous  sympathy  with 
the  people  and  his  earnest  desire  to  promote  their  welfare.  "  His  enthusiasm  (it  continues) 
in  the  cause  of  education  and  his  anxiety  to  promote  all  measures  which  would,  in  his 
opinion,  conduce  to  the  moral  and  material  progress  of  the  natives  of  this  country  have,  as 
his  Excellency  in  Council  believes,  won  for  Sir  William  Wedderburn  the  confidence  and 
gratitude  of  those  in  whose  cause  he  has  laboured."  Numerous  farewell  addresses  were 
also  sent  after  him  to  England.  At  Christmas  1889  he  revisited  India  in  order  to  preside 
over  the  fifth  Indian  National  Congress  at  Bombay,  after  which  he  again  returned  home. 
In  July  1892  he  unsuccessfully  contested  North  Ayrshire  in  the  Liberal  interest,  but  at  a 
bye-election  in  March  1893  was  elected  for  Banffshire,  for  which  he  was  again  returned  at 
the  general  election  of  1895.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Commission  ( 1895)  to  enquire 
into  Indian  expenditure ;  chairman  of  the  Indian  Parliamentary  Committee  and  of 
the  British  Committee  of  Indian  National  Congress.  He  is  also  much  interested  in 
questions  relating  to  the  Scotch  crofters  and  fisheries. 

On  the  death  of  his  brother,  Sir  David,  in  1882,  he  succeeded  him  in  his  title  and 
property,  being  served  heir  general  to  him  27  Sept.,  2  Oct.  1883  (R.H.  61).     He  now  resides 

'  This  was  his  favourite  pursuit.  At  different  times  he  not  only  visited  every  part  of  Europe,  but,  with 
the  exception  of  South  America,  almost  every  part  of  the  civilized  globe.  Of  these  travels,  which 
included  two  journeys  round  the  world,  he  left  careful  journals,  many  extracts  from  which  are  given 
in  his  Life.  He  also  wrote  numerous  articles  in  the  periodical  literature  of  the  day  on  social  and 
political  cpaestions  and  on  the  customs  of  the  countries  he  had  visited  (see  his  Life). 

2  He  paid  much  attention  to  Indian  and  Colonial  subjects,  and,  though  a  Liberal,  was  strongly  opposed  to 

the  policy  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  government  in  the  Transvaal  which  led  to  the  Boer  war.  He  was  thus 
the  recipient  of  an  address  presented  to  him  by  South  African  Colonists,  1  Jan.  1881,  which  is 
among  the  Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  92). 

3  See  also  Times,  19  Sept.,  1882,  p.  6  ;  Guardian,  xxxvii ,  p.  1277  ;  Law  Times,  lxxiii.,  p.  368,  and  leading 

article  in  the  Daily  News,  on  the  publication  of  his  Life,  11  Feb.  1884.  There  is  at  Meredith  a  smaU 
water  colour  portrait  of  him  as  a  child. 

4  A  copy  of  this  portrait  done  under  the  superintendance  of  the  artist  and  finished  by  him,  is  at  Meredith. 
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Part  in.       at  Meredith,  where  he  has  much  improved  the  house,  chiefly  by  the  addition  of  a  large 

Chap.  viii.  room,  hung  with  the  beautiful  tapestry  and  the  family  pictures  formerly  at  Inveresk  Lodge. 

He  married  at  Crewkerne,  Yeovil,  Somerset,  12  Sept.  1878,  Mary  Blanche  Hoskyns, 

only  daughter  of  Henry  William  Hoskyns  of  North  Perrott  Manor,  Crewkerne,  co.  Somerset, 

and  by  her  has  issue  two  daughters1  : — 

Dorothy  Hope  Wedderburn,  born  at  Poona,  in  India,  24  June,  1879. 
Margaret  Griselda  Wedderburn,  born  at  48,  Welbeck  Street,  London,  3  Aug.  1884. 
Sir  William  is  the  only  male  descendant  in  the  male  line  of  his  grandfather,  Sir  John 
Wedderburn,  the  sixth  baronet  of  Blackness.     He  is  the  representative  of  James  Wedder- 
burn, who  d.  1627,  and  also  the  heir  male  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  (d.  1585)  and  his  wife 
Janet  My  In,  and  their  eldest  son,  Alexander  first  of  Kingennie. 

NOTE  I. 

Inscriptions  in  the  Wedderburn  Burying  Ground,  Inveresk  Churchyard. 

The  inscriptions  are  on  square  tablets  in  the  wall  enclosing  the  churchyard  and  are 
arranged  thus,  2,  1,  3. 

1.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Colonel  Alexander  Wedderburn,  Late  of  the  Coldstream  Guards  And 
fifth  son  of  the  late  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  Baronet,  of  Blackness  and  Balindean,  whose  remains  lie  here 
interred.     Born  19  June  1791.     Died  30  July  1839. 

Also  Susan  Wedderburn  Born  January  18  1785  Died  Feb.  3  1840  and  Mary  Wedderburn  Born 
18  September  1783  Died  12  April  1858  4th  and  3rd  Daughters  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  Baronet,  of 
Blackness  and  Balindean. 

2.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Dame  Margaret  Brown,  Lady  Wedderburn.  Born  5  Feb.  1775 
Died  14  Feb.  1845.  And  of  her  husband  Sir  David  Wedderburn,  Baronet,  of  Blackness  and  Balindean,  Born 
10  March  1775  Died  7  April  1858. 

3.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Sir  David  Wedderburn,  Baronet  (second  son  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn, 
Baronet,  formerly  Bombay  Civil  Service).     Born  20th  Dec.  1835.     Died  at  Inveresk  18  Sept,  1882. 

4.  (below  1)  Them  that  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring  with  Him. 

NOTE  II. 
P(tte))t   conferring   a  baronetcy   of  the    United   Kingdom   on   Sir    David  Wedderburn   of 

Balindean,  10  October  1803.'* 

George  the  Third  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  King 
Defender  of  the  Faith  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  Greeting  Whereas  our  late  Royal 
progenitor  King  James  the  First  Ordained  erected  constituted  and  created  a  certain  State  Degree 
and  Dignity  Name  and  Title  of  a  Bnronet  within  his  then  Kingdom  of  England  to  endure  for  ever, 
And  that  the  said  State  Title  Dignity  and  Degree  of  a  Baronet  should  be  and  be  reputed  to  be  a 
middle  State  Title  Dignity  and  Degree  of  Hereditary  Dignity  between  the  Degree  of  a  Baron  and 
the  Degree  of  a  Knight  Now  Know  Ye  that  we  of  our  especial  Grace,  certain  knowledge  and  mere 
motion  Have  erected  appointed  and  created  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Subject  David  Wedderburn 
of  Ballindean  in  our  County  of  Perth  Esquire,  a  Man  eminent  for  Family  Inheritance  Estate  and 
Integrity  of  Manners  to  and  into  the  Dignity  State  and  Degree  of  a  Baronet  And  him  the  said 
David  Wedderburn  for  us  our  heirs  and  successors  We  do  erect  appoint  constitute  and  create  a 
Baronet  by  these  presents  To  hold  to  him  and  the  Heirs  Male  of  His  Body  lawfully  begotten  for 
ever  And  in  default  of  such  issue  to  the  Heirs  male  of  the  Body  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of 
Blackness  Baronet  deceased  Great  Grandfather  of  the  said  David  Wedderburn  and  the  heirs  male  of 
their  bodies  lawfully  begotten  for  ever  We  will  also  and  by  these  presents  of  our  especial  Grace 
certain  Knowledge  and  mere  motion  for  us  our  Heirs  and  Successors  Do  grant  unto  the  said  David 
Wedderburn  and  to  his  Heirs  Male  aforesaid  And  in  default  of  such  issue  unto  the  said  Heirs  Male 
of  the  Body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  that  he  the  said  David  Wedderburn  and  his 
Heirs  Male  aforesaid  And  in  default  of  such  Issue  that  the  said  Heirs  male  of  the  body  of  the  said 
Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  may  have  enjoy  hold  and  take  place  and  precedence  by  virtue  of  the 
dignity  of  a  Baronet  aforesaid  and  by  force  of  these  presents  as  well  in  all  Commissions  Writs 
Letters  patent  Writings  Appellations  Nominations  and  Directions  as  in  all  Sessions  Meetings 
Assemblies  and  places  whatsoever  next  and  immediately  after  the  younger  Sons  of  Viscounts  and 
Barons  of  this  our  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  before  all  Knights  as  well 
of  the  Bath  as  Knights  Batchelors  and  also  before  all  Knights  Bannerett  now  created  or  hereafter 
to  be  created  (except  those  Knights  Bannerett  which  shall  happen  to  be  created  under  the 
Boyal  Banners  of  us  our  Heirs  or  Successors  displayed  in  our  Royal  Army  in  open  war  and 
the  King  himself  being  personally  present  And  also  those  Knights  Bannerett  which  shall 
happen  to  be  created  under  the  Royal  Banners  of  us  our  Heirs  or  Successors  displayed  in 
our  Royal  Army  by  the  first  born  Son  of  us  our  Heirs  or  Successors  for  the  time  being, 
being  Prince  of  Wales  there  personally  present  in  open  war  and  not  otherwise)  for  the 
term  of  their  lives  only  and  no  longer  respectively  And  also  except  all  Knights  of  the  Noble 
Order  of  the  Garter  and  all  of  the  Privy  Council  of  us  our  Heirs  and  Successors  The  Chancellor  and 
Under  Treasurer  of  our  Exchequer  The  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  the  Chief  Justice  of 

1  There  is  an  oil  painting  of  them  both  at  Meredith. 

-  From  the  original  in  the  possession  of  Sir  William  Wedderburn,  Bart.    There  is  no  punctuation  in  the  patent. 
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the  King's  Bench  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Chancery  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  The  Part  III. 
Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer  and  all  and  singular  Judges  and  Justices  of  either  Bench  and  the  Chap.  VII  t. 
Barons  of  the  Exchequer1  of  the  Degree  of  the  Coif  for  the  time  being  who  all  and  singular  by  reason 
of  their  Honorable  Order  and  Labor  sustained  in  affairs  concerning  the  state  and  the  Administration 
of  Justice  shall  have  take  and  hold  place  and  precedence  in  all  places  and  upon  all  accounts  before 
all  Baronets  now  created  or  hereafter  to  be  created  any  Custom,  Usage,  Ordinance  or  any  other 
matter  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding  And  that  the  wives  of  the  said  David  Wedder- 
burn  and  of  his  Heirs  Male  aforesaid  and  in  default  of  such  Issue  that  the  wives  of  the  said  Heirs 
Male  of  the  Body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  successively  and  respectively  by  virtue  of 
the  said  Dignity  of  their  said  Husbands  shall  have  hold  enjoy  and  take  place  and  precedence  as  well 
during  the  lives  of  such  their  Husbands  as  after  the  death  of  the  same'''  Husbands  for  and  during  the 
natural  lives  of  such  wives  next  and  immediately  after  the  wives  of  the  younger  Sons  of  Viscounts 
and  Barons  and  the  Daughters  of  Viscounts  and  Barons  and  before  the  wives  of  all  persons  before 
whom  the  Husbands  of  such  Wives  by  force  of  these  presents  ought  to  have  place  and  precedence 
And  in  regard  that  the  degree  of  a  Baronet  is  a  Degree  of  Hereditary  Dignity  The  first  born  Son  or 
Heir  male  Apparent  and  all  the  rest  of  the  Sons  and  their  wives  and  the  daughters  of  the  same 
David  Wedderburn  and  of  his  said  Heirs  male  respectively  And  in  default  of  such  Issue  the  first  born 
Son  or  Heir  Male  apparent  aud  all  the  rest  of  the  Sons  and  their  wives  and  the  daughters  of  the 
said  Heirs  male  of  the  body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  shall  have  aud  take  place  and 
precedence  before  the  first  born  Sons  and  other  Sons  and  their  wives  and  the  daughters  of  all 
Knights  of  whatsoever  Degree  or  Order  respectively  And  also  before  the  first  born  Sons  and  other 
Sons  and  their  wives  and  the  Daughters  of  all  persons  respectively  before  whom  the  fathers  of  such 
first  born  Sons  and  Sons  and  Daughters  by  force  of  these  presents  ought  to  have  place  and  prece- 
dence So  that  such  first  born  Sons  or  Heirs  male  apparent  and  their  Wives  as  well  during  the  lives 
as  after  the  deaths  of  their  said  Husbands  for  and  during  their  natural  lives  and  such  Daughters  those 
Daughters  following  immediately  and  next  after  the  wives  of  the  first  born  Sons  of  such  Baronets  shall 
have  and  take  place  and  precedence  before  the  first  boru  Sons  and  the  wives  of  the  first  born  Sons  of 
every  Knight  of  what  Degree  or  Order  soever  And  that  the  younger  sons  of  the  said  David  Wedder- 
burn and  of  his  Heirs  Male  and  iu  default  of  such  Issue  that  the  younger  Sons  of  the  said  Heirs 
Male  of  the  body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburu  and  their  wives  successively  and  respectively 
as  well  during  the  lives  as  after  the  deaths  of  their  said  Husbands  for  and  during  their  natural 
lives  shall  in  like  manner  have  and  take  place  and  precedence  next  and  immediately  after  the  first 
born  Sous  and  the  wives  of  the  first  born  Sons  and  before  the  younger  Sons  and  the  wives  of  the 
younger  Sons  whatsoever  of  Knights  aforesaid  We  will  also  and  do  by  these  presents  for  us  our 
Heirs  and  Successors  Grant  the  said  David  Wedderburn  and  his  Heirs  Male  aforesaid  and  in  default 
of  such  issue  the  Baid  Heirs  Male  of  the  body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  shall  be  named 
appealed  called  plead  and  be  impleaded  by  the  name  of  Baronet  and  that  the  Style  and  addition  of 
Baronet  shall  be  put  at  the  end  of  the  name  of  the  said  David  Wedderburn  and  of  his  said  Heirs 
Male  and  in  default  of  such  issue  at  the  end  of  the  name  of  the  said  Heirs  Male  of  the  body  of  the 
said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  [see  paper  apart]3  successively  in  English  speech  and  in  all  English 
writings  shall  be  set  before  this  addition  (to  wit)  Sir  and  that  in  like  manner  the  wives  of  the  same 
David  Wedderburn  and  of  his  Heirs  Male  and  in  default  of  such  Issue  that  the  wives  of  the  same 
Heirs  Male  of  the  body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  shall  use  have  and  enjoy  this  apella- 
tion  (to  wit)  Lady  Madam  and  Dame  respectively  according  to  the  manner  of  speaking  Aud  moreover 
of  our  more  abundant  Grace  and  of  our  certain  Knowledge  and  mere  motion  We  have  granted  and 
by  these  presents  for  us  our  Heirs  and  Successors  Do  grant  unto  the  said  David  Wedderburn  and  to 
his  Heirs  male  aforesaid  and  in  default  of  such  issue  unto  the  said  Heirs  Male  of  the  body  of  the 
said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  that  they  and  their  Descendants  shall  and  may  bear  either  in  a 
Canton  in  their  Coat  of  Arms  or  in  an  escutcheou  at  their  pleasure  the  Arms  of  Ulster  (to  wit)  an 
Hand  Guled  or  a  bloody  Hand  in  a  Field  Argent  And  that  the  said  David  Wedderburn  and  his 
Heirs  Male  aforesaid  and  in  default  of  such  issue  that  the  said  Heirs  male  of  the  body  of  the  said  Sir 
Alexander  Wedderburn  successively  and  respectively  shall  and  may  have  place  in  the  armies  of  us  our 
Heirs  and  Successors  in  the  troop  nigh  to  the  banner  of  us  our  Heirs  and  Successors  in  the  defence  of 
the  same  (which  is  the  middle  station  between  a  Baron  aud  a  Knight)  And  further  We  do  hereby  grant 
that  the  said  David  Wedderburn  and  his  Heirs  Male  aforesaid  and  in  default  of  such  Issue  that  the 
said  Heirs  Male  of  the  body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  shall  have  two  Assistants  of  the 
body  to  support  the  Pall  one  Principal  Mourner  and  four  Assistants  to  the  same  principal  Mourner  in 
their  funerals  We  will  moreover  and  by  these  presents  of  our  more  ample  Grace  certain  knowledge 
and  mere  motion  for  us  our  Heirs  and  Successors  do  covenant  aud  grant  to  and  with  the  said  David 
Wedderburn  and  his  Heir3  Male  aforesaid  and  in  default  of  such  Issue  to  and  with  the  said  Heirs 
Male  of  the  body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  that  we  will  immediately  after  the  date  of 
these  presents  create  and  make  the  said  David  Wedderburn  a  Knight  And  that  we  our  Heirs  and 
Successors  will  create  and  make  the  first  born  Sou  or  Heir  Male  Apparent  begotten  of  the  body  of 
the  said  David  Wedderburn  and  of  the  bodies  of  his  Heirs  male  aforesaid  And  iu  default  of  such 
Issue  the  first  born  Son  or  Heir  Male  Apparent  begotten  of  the  Bodies  of  the  said  Heirs  Male  of  the 
body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  every  one  of  them  a  Knight  as  soon  as  he  shall 
attain  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years  although  in  the  lifetime  of  his  Father  or  Grandfather  upon 

1  The  word  "  Serjeants  "  would  seem  to  be  omitted  here. 

-  "  Same  "  is  occasionally  used  for  "  said  "  throughout  the  patent. 

a  This  paper  which  Bhould  be  read  in  here  aB  part  of  the  patent  is  as  follows  : — (Paper  apart) — "  in  all  our 
Letters  Patent  Commisions  and  Writs  and  all  other  Charters  Deeds  and  Letters  by  virtue  of  these 
presents  as  the  true  lawful  and  necessary  addition  of  Dignity  We  will  also  and  by  these  presents  for 
us  our  Heirs  and  Successors  do  ordain  that  to  the  name  of  the  said  David  Wedderburn  and  of  his 
Heirs  Male  aforesaid  and  in  default  of  such  Issue  that  to  the  name  of  the  said  Heirs  male  of  the- 
body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn." 
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Part  III.  notice  given  thereof  to  the  Chamberlain  or  Vice  Chamberlain  of  the  Household  of  us  our  Heirs  or 

Chap.  VIII.  Successors  for  the  time  being  or  in  their  absence  to  any  other  Officer  or  Minister  of  us  our  Heirs  or 

Successors  attending  the  person  of  us  our  Heirs  or  Successors  To  have  hold  use  and  enjoy  the 
same  State,  Degree,  Dignity,  Stile,  Title,  Place  and  Precedence  with  all  and  singular  the  priviledges 
and  other  the  premises  before  granted  to  the  said  David  Wedderburn  and  his  said  Heirs  Male  of  his 
Body  lawfully  begotten  for  ever  And  in  default  of  such  Issue  to  the  said  Heirs  Male  of  the  body  of 
the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  lawfully  begotten  for  ever  Willing  and  by  these  presents  for 
us  our  Heirs  and  Successors  Granting  that  the  said  David  Wedderburn  and  his  said  Heirs  Male  Aud 
in  default  of  such  issue  that  the  said  Heirs  Male  of  the  Body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn 
and  every  of  them  successively  shall  and  may  bear  and  have  the  said  Name  State  Degree  Stile  Dignity 
Title  Place  and  Precedence  with  all  and  singular  the  priviledges  and  other  the  premises  and  that  the 
same  David  Wedderburn  and  his  Said  Heirs  Male  and  in  default  of  such  issue  that  the  said  Heirs 
Male  of  the  body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  every  of  them  successively  shall  be  held 
Baronets  in  all  things  and  shall  be  treated  and  reputed  as  Baronets  Aud  further  of  our  more  especial 
Grace  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion  we  have  granted  and  by  these  presents  for  us  our  Heirs 
and  Successors  do  grant  unto  the  said  David  Wedderburn  and  his  said  Heirs  Male  and  in  default  of 
such  issue  unto  the  said  Heirs  Male  of  the  body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  that  they  and 
their  said  Heirs  Male  respectively  shall  for  ever  hereafter  have  hold  and  enjoy  their  place  and 
precedence  among  all  Baronets  of  England  Scotland  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  heretofore  created 
and  hereafter  to  be  created  according  to  the  priority  and  seniority  of  his  Creation  of  a  Baronet  afore- 
said and  not  otherwise  nor  in  other  manner  And  Moreover  of  our  more  abundant  Grace  and  of  our 
certain  Knowledge  and  mere  motion  we  have  granted  and  by  these  presents  for  us  our  Heirs 
and  Successors  Do  grant  to  the  said  David  Wedderburn  and  his  said  Heirs  Male  and  in  default 
of  such  issue  to  the  said  Heirs  Male  of  the  body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  that  neither 
we  nor  our  Heirs  or  Successors  will  hereafter  erect  ordain  constitute  or  create  within  this  our  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  any  other  Degree  order  name  title  stile  dignity  or  state  or 
give  or  grant  place  precedence  or  preheminence  (sic)  to  any  person  under  or  below  the  Degree  Dignity 
or  State  of  a  Baron  of  Parliament  of  this  our  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  who 
shall  be  or  may  be  or  accounted  used  or  reputed  to  be  superior  or  equal  to  the  degree  dignity 
or  place  of  a  Baronet  aforesaid  Nor  shall  any  person  under  the  degree  of  a  Baron  (except  before 
excepted)  by  reason  or  colour  of  any  Constitution  Order  Dignity  Degree  Office  Service  Place 
Business  Custom  use  or  other  thing  whatsoever  now  or  hereafter,  have  hold  or  enjoy  place  prece- 
dence or  preheminence  before  a  Baronet  aforesaid  But  that  as  well  the  said  David  Wedderburn 
and  his  said  Heirs  Male  And  in  default  of  such  Issue  the  said  Heirs  Male  of  the  body  of  the  said  Sir 
Alexander  Wedderburn  as  the  wives  sons  daughters  and  the  Wives  of  the  Sons  of  the  same  David 
Wedderburn  aud  of  his  said  Heirs  Male  respectively  Aod  in  default  of  such  Issue  of  the  said  Heirs  Male 
of  the  body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  respectively  from  henceforth  for  ever  shall  freely 
and  quietly  have  hold  and  enjoy  their  said  Dignity  Place  precedence  and  priviledge  before  all  persons 
(except  before  excepted)  who  shall  hereafter  be  created  of  such  Degree  State  Diguity  Order 
name  stile  or  title  or  to  whom  the  title  place  precedence  or  preheminence  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  given  or  granted  or  who  shall  claim  to  have  hold  or  enjoy  any  Place  or  Precedence  by 
reason  or  colour  of  any  Constitution  Order  Dignity  Degree  Office  Service  Place  Business 
Custom  use  or  any  other  thing  whatsoever  aud  before  their  Wives  and  Children  respectively 
according  to  the  true  intent  of  these  presents  without  the  hindrance  of  us  our  Heirs  or  Successors 
or  any  other  persons  whatsoever  Saving  nevertheless  and  always  reserving  unto  us  our  Heirs  and 
Successors  full  and  absolute  power  and  authority  to  continue  and  restore  to  any  person  or  persons 
from  time  to  time  such  place  and  precedence  as  at  any  time  hereafter  shall  be  due  to  them  which  by 
any  accident  or  occasion  whatsoever  shall  hereafter  be  changed  auy  thing  in  these  presents  or  any 
other  Cause  or  Respect  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding  We  will  moreover  and 
by  these  presents  for  us  our  heirs  and  successors  Do  grant  and  appoint  to  the  said  David  Wedder- 
burn and  his  said  Heirs  Male  And  in  default  of  such  Issue  to  the  said  Heirs  Male  of  the  Body  of  the 
said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  that  if  any  doubts  or  questions  as  to  any  place  precedence 
priviledge  or  other  thing  touching  or  concerning  the  said  David  Wedderburn  and  his  said  Heirs  male 
and  in  default  of  such  Issue  the  said  heirs  male  of  the  Body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn 
and  their  Wives  the  first  born  Sons  and  their  Wives  the  younger  Sous  Daughters  and  Wives  of  the 
younger  Sons  or  any  of  them  shall  hereafter  arise  which  neither  by  these  our  Letters  Patent  nor  by 
other  Letters  Patent  heretofore  made  in  this  behalf  are  determined  such  doubts  or  questions  shall 
be  determined  and  adjudged  by  and  according  to  such  other  rules  customs  and  laws  (as  to  place 
precedence  or  other  things  concerning  them)  as  other  Degrees  of  Hereditary  dignity  are  ordered 
governed  and  adjudged  Lastly  We  will  and  by  these  presents  for  us  our  Heirs  and  Successors  Do 
grant  to  the  said  David  Wedderburn  and  his  said  Heirs  Male  and  in  default  of  such  Issue  to  the  said 
Heirs  Male  of  the  body  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  that  these  our  Letters  Patent  or  the 
Enrollment  thereof  shall  be  in  and  by  all  things  good  firm  valid  sufficient  and  effectual  in  the  Law  as 
well  against  us  our  Heirs  and  Successors  as  against  all  others  whomsoever  according  to  the  true 
Intent  of  the  same  as  well  in  all  our  Courts  as  elsewhere  wheresoever  We  will  also  and  by  these 
presents  grant  to  the  said  David  Wedderburn  that  he  may  and  shall  have  these  our  Letters  Patent 
duly  made  and  sealed  under  our  Great  Seal  of  our  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
without  Fine  or  Fee  great  or  small  to  be  for  the  same  in  any  manner  rendered  done  or  paid  to  us  in 
our  Hanaper  or  elsewhere  to  our  use  In  Witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our  Letters  to  be 
made  patent  Witness  ourself  at  Westminster  the  tenth  day  of  October  in  the  forty  third  year  of  our 
Beign. 

By  Writ  of  Privy  Seal 

'  Seal 


Bathurst  and  Bathurst. 
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Sect.    II. — James    Wedderbum   of    Inveresk   and   his   descendants.     (See  pedigrees   at 

pp.  SOB  and  S15.)  Part  III. 

Chap,  vm 

James  Wedderbum  [1730 — 1807], '  (third  but  second  surviving  son  of  Sir  John 
Wedderburn,  fifth  Baronet  of  Blackness),  who  afterwards  assumed  the  additional  name  of 
Colvile,  was  born  28  Aug.  1730  (Bl.  11,  93),  and  is  named  with  his  brothers  and  sisters  in 
the  bond  by  David  Wedderburn  to  them  and  their  grandparents,  10  Aug.  1744  (S.W.  573). 
His  youth  prevented  him  going  out  with  his  father  and  brother  in  the  '45,  but  after  the 
former  was  captured  at  Culloden  and  carried  up  to  London,  James  set  out  for  the  South  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  be  of  service  to  him.  He  rode  up  to  London  on  his  pony,  sleeping  at 
night  in  any  shed  or  byre  in  which  he  could  find  shelter,  and  used  in  after  years  to  recall 
how  the  noise  of  the  cattle  and  the  anxiety  of  his  errand  had  made  it  impossible  for  him  to 
sleep.  He  reached  London,  however,  and  was  often  with  his  father,  being  present  at  his 
trial  and  on  the  night  before  his  death,  when  Sir  John  received  the  news  that  he  was  to  be 
executed  on  the  following  day.  Of  the  way  in  which  this  news  was  received  by  his  father, 
and  of  his  own  final  efforts  to  avert  his  fate,  James  Wedderburn  has  left  a  most  interesting  / 

account  in  the  letter  (Bl.  57)  to  his  sister,  Margaret,  dated  from  Jamaica,  2  Feb.   1747,       --/  ■2-1T&-%'' 
which  has  been  already  (ante,  pp.  260-6-1)  quoted  in  full.     The  recollection  of  his  father's 
fate  never  left  him,  and  till  the  end  of  his  life  he  would,  when  in  London  or  its  neighbour- 
hood, make  any  detour  to  avoid  the  scenes  connected  with  that  event. 

After  the  execution  of  Sir  John,  James  Wedderburn  joined  his  elder  brother  in 
Jamaica,  where,  like  him,  he  practised  medicine,  but  did  not  return  home  until  1773, 
(J.W.  39).  He  married  in  March  of  the  following  year,  and  at  once  purchased  from 
Commissioner  Lockhart,  the  house  known  as  Inveresk  Lodge,  at  Inveresk.  co.  Midlothian, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death  in  1807. 2 

While  in  Jamaica  he  is  named  1763-73  in  various  documents,  e.g.,  in  the  power  of 
attorney,  30  April  1763,  which  he,  "  practitioner  in  physick  and  chirurgery,"  and  his 
brothers,  Peter  and  Alexander,  granted  to  their  eldest  brother  when  he  was  leaving  for 
Scotland  (S.W.  614);  in  the  discharge  by  Sir  John,  on  their  behalf,  19  Aug.  in  that  vear 
(S.W.  616-17);  and  in  the  entails  of  Idvies  and  Wedderburn  in  1766-69  (G.S.R.  142; 
F.S.  125  ;  S.W.  637-39;  G.S.R.  144).  After  his  return  home  he  is  named  as  "late  of 
Jamaica  "  in  1774  (R.D.  430)  and  8  March  in  that  year,  when  he  got  sasine  of  the  lands 
of  Barnyards,  Netherhill,  and  Kirktoun  of  S.  Fergus,  co.  Banff  (G.R.S.  82).  He  is  also 
mentioned  as  one  of  their  two  sole  surviving  brothers  in  the  testamentary  contract,  so  to 
call  it,  of  his  sisters  Katharine  and  Susannah,  10  Aug.  1774  (D.D.  132);  in  the  will  of 
Susannah  (Br.T.  28) ;  and  in  the  sasine  following  on  the  entail  of  Wedderburn,  8  May  17S0 
(F.S.  129).3 

He  died  at  Inveresk  Lodge,  14  Dec.  1807,"1  and  was  buried  in  the  burying  ground  of 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  573,  614,  616,  617,  637-39.  650,  678,  699,  700,  704,  710  ;  Bl.  11,  33,  44- 

59,  61,  62,  82-83,  93  ;  J.W.  36-45  ;  Adv.Adm.  8  ;  D.C.  105,  132  ;  G.S.R.  142,  144,  147-48  ;  R.H.  46, 
60  ;  G.R.S.  82  ;  F.S.  125,  129  ;  R.D.  343,  430,  440,  450,  452-53,  458  ;  Br.T.  28  ;  L.W.  9, 16,  17,  32,  39; 
H.C.R.  V.a. 

2  "  Mr.  James  Wedderburn  lias  bought  Commissioner  Lockhart's  house  at  Inviresk  "  (letter  from  Lady 

Pitfour  to  her  daughter,  Elizabeth  Ferguson,  wife  of  Alexander  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn,  8  April 
1774.  Orig.  at  Birkhill.)  This  house  was  afterwards  sold  by  James  Wedderburn's  son,  Andrew,  to 
the  sisters  of  Sir  David  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  295,  note  5),  through  whom  it  has  passed  to  Sir 
William  Wedderburn.  It  contained  when  purchased  by  James  Wedderburn,  and  till  recently,  some 
beautiful  tapestries,  which  have  now  beeu  removed  to  Meredith.  The  illustration  opposite  is  from  a 
photograph  of  the  old-fashioned  courtyard  taken  by  myself  in  1892. 

3  He  is  also  named  in  the  1803  entail  (R.D.  458)  of  Wedderburn  and  Birkhill,  and  his  issue  in  the  later 

entail  of  1812  (S.W.  699-700).  Minor  references  to  him  will  be  found,  21  Dec.  1780,  when  he  witnesses  a 
factory  at  Inveresk  (R.D.  440) ;  14  Nov.  1789,  when  he  is  a  legatee  under  the  will  of  James  Webster 
(D.C.  105)  ;  1  Feb.  1791,  when  he  is  a  co-grantee  of  a  bond  (Bl.  62)  ;  5  July  1794,  in  the  settlement  of 
Balindean,  in  which  he  at  one  time  held  an  interest  as  trustee  (G.S.R.  147)  :  26  May  1797,  with  his 
wife  and  daughter  Jean,  in  the  will  of  his  cousin,  Thomasina  Wedderburn  (post,  chap,  x.),  who  records 
his  kindness  to  her  and  her  family  (R.D.  450) ;  and,  1800-3,  in  the  nomination  by  his  brother,  Sir 
John,  of  tutors  and  curators  to  his  children  (Bl.  82-83).  He  is  mentioned  too,  9  Nov.  1801,  in  connection 
with  the  purchase  of  Lindertis  by  his  cousin,  John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden  (R.D.  452).  He 
took  some  interest  in  the  family  papers  at  the  time  of  the  elevation  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  to  the 
peerage  as  Lord  Loughborough,  but  does  not  seem  to  have  had  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  family 
history  (see  Bl.  65). 

4  See  also  Scots'  Mag.  1808,  p.  79,  where,  however,  his  age  is  wrongly  given  at  76,  instead  of  77. 

2  Q 
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Part  III. 
Chap.  VIII. 


John  Wed- 
derburn,  b. 
1776.  d. 
uum.  1799. 


The  Wedderburn-Colviles  of  Ochiltree,  1774—1893. 

James  Wedderburn,  second  son=j=Isabella  Blackburn  or  Colvile, 
of  Sir  John  "Wedderburn,  fifth  dau.  of  Andrew  Blackburn,  b. 
baronet  of  Blackness,  b.  1730,  1756,  m.  1774,  d.  1821. 
d.  1807. 


ElizabethSus-— A  n  d  r  e  w  =pHon.  Mary  Louisa 


annah  Wed- 
derburn (post, 
chap,  x.),  b. 
1784,  in.  1802, 
d.  1803,  s.p. 


Wedder- 
burn or 
Colvile, b. 
1779,  d. 
1856. 


Eden,     dau.    of 
William,      first 
Lord  Auckland, 
b.  1788,  m.  1806, 
d.  1858. 


Peter  Wedder- 
burn-Ogilvy,b. 
1781,  d.  1873. 
See  below,  and 
pp.  311-12. 
i 
-V 


1.  Sir  Janies: 
William 
Colvile, 
Knt.,  b. 
1810,  d. 
1880. 


^Frances 

Elinor 

Grant, 

dau.  of 

SirJohn 

Peter 

Grant, 

K.C.B., 

ofRothie- 

murchus, 

m.1857. 


2.  John     4.   Eden=Annie 


Colvile, 
b.  1811, 
d.  1830. 

3.  George 
Colvile, 
b.  1813, 
d.  1814. 


Colvile,  Max- 
fa.  1819,  well, 
d.  1893,     m. 


s.p. 


1845, 
d.1891. 


Andrew  John  Wedderburn 
Colvile,  b.  1859,  d.  1876. 


r-TT — r~ 

1.  Eleanor, 
b.  1808,  d. 
unm.1824. 

3.  Louisa,  b. 

1S15,    d. 

unm.1836. 

4.  Emily,  b. 
1817,    d. 
unm.1889. 

5.  Jean,  b. 
1820,  d.  unm. 
1895. 


— — i — r" 

6.Georgiaua 
Mary,     b. 
1822.    m. 
1847    Sir 
Frederick 
Rogers, Bt., 
created 
LordBlach- 
ford,  s.p. 

7.  Charlotte 
b.  1823. 


James  Wed-  1.  Margaret,    d. 
derburn,  b.        young. 
1782,d.l822.  — 
Solicitor-         2.Jean,b.l786,d. 
General   for      1871,  m.  1807, 
Scotland.  See    Thomas,     fifth 
post,  p.  312.      Earl  of  Selkirk. 
n1^             nU 

8.  Isalen  2.  Isabella. 

Mary,  b.  1825     b.  1812,  d. 


9.  Caroline, 
b.   1827,  d. 
unm.  1846. 

11.  Alice 
Douglas,  b. 

1830,d.l845. 

12.  Kathar- 
ine, b.  and 
d.  1834. 


1896,  m. 
1834  Sam- 
uel Marin- 
din.-> 

10  Margaret 

Agnes,    b. 

1829,    m. 

1856 

Charles 
Kegan  Paul. 


James 
James 
Wedder- 
burn- 

Ogilvy, 
b.  1812, 
d.  1819. 


The  Wedderburn-Ogitvies  of  Ruthven,  1811-97. 

Peter  Wedderburn,  second=pAnna,  dau.  and  heiress  of 
surviving  son  of  James  Wed-  James  Ogilvy  of  Islabank 
derburn,  b.  1781,  d.  1873.  or  Ruthven,  co.  Forfar,  b. 
1778,  in.  1811,  d.  1853. 


Thomas=Lady  Hen- 
Wedder-      rietta 


burn- 
Ogilvy, 
b.  1814. 


Fermor, 
da.  of  Earl 
of  Pom- 
fret,   m. 


Peter 
Wedder- 
burn- 
Ogilvy, 
b.  1815, 
d.  unm. 


John= 
Andrew 
Wedder- 
burn- 
Ogilvy. 
b.  1818. 


1856,d.s.p.     1847. 


1 1 — i — i 

JessieStew-          James=Catherine  1.  Jean,    b. 

artGray,da.     Wedder-      Lilias  1813. 

of     James       burn-           Ramsay,  — 

Coutts              Ogilvy,        dau.    of  2.  Isabella, b, 

Crawford         b.    1820,      Wm.Ram-  1S17,    d. 

Gray,    m.        d.  1893.        sayofRan-  unm.  1884. 

1860.               s.p.               nagulzion,  — 

co.    Perth,  3.  Anna,   b. 

m.  1856.  1822. 


n 

1.  Peter  Wedder- 
burn-Ogilvy,  b. 
1861,  d.  1883. 

5.  Colin  Wedder- 
burn-Ogilvy,  b. 
1872,  d.  1877. 


2.  Charles 
JamesWed- 
derburn- 
Ogilvy,  b. 
1861. 


3.  John  An- 
drew Wed- 
derburn- 
Ogilvy,  b. 
1866. 


4.    Thomas 
Wedder- 
burn-Ogil- 
vy,b,1870. 


6.   Donald 
Wedderburn- 
Ogilvy,    b. 
1874. 


7.  Walter 
Gray  Wed- 
derburn- 
Ogilvy,  b. 
1880. 


TTT1 
Annie    Ethel 
b.  1864. 


1. 


2.  Isabella,   b. 

1868. 

3.  MargaretHelen, 
b.  1876,  d.  1878, 


4.  Katharine 
Lilian,  b.  1883. 
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his  family  in  the  churchyard  there,  where  a  small  oval  tablet,  set  in  the  wall,  still  records  Part  m 
his  age  and  the  date  of  his  death.1  Chap-  VIIL 

His  will,  dated  19  July  1802,  was  proved  in  London  in  April  1808,  and  describes 
him  as  "James  Wedderburn  Colvile,  heretofore  Wedderburn,  second  son  of  the  late 
Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  Bart.,  and  Dame  Jean  Fullarton,  his  wife  "  (L.W.  9). 
By  it  he  leaves  legacies  to  his  widow,  his  younger  sons  Peter  and  James,  his  brother  Sir 
John,  his  nephew  David,  and  his  cousin  John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden. 

He  had  married  at  Glasgow,  3  March  1774,  Isabella  Blackburn  (or  Colvile),2 
daughter  of  Andrew  Blackburn,  by  Margaret,  daughter  to  Andrew  Aytoun,  second  son  of 
Sir  John  Aytoun  of  Codour,  provost  of  Glasgow,  by  the  Hon.  Margaret  Colvile,  eldest 
sister  and  coheiress  of  Robert,  third  and  last  Lord  Colvile  of  Ochiltree.  In  right  of  her 
mother,  Isabella  Blackburn  (or  Colvile)  was  heiress  of  Craigflower,  co.  Fife,  and  upon  this 
property  devolving  on  his  wife,  James  Wedderburn  assumed  (by  usage  only)  the 
additional  surname  and  arms  of  Colvile  of  Ochiltree.3 

By  her,  who  was  born  4  Feb.  1756,  and  died  at  Craigflower  14  Jan.  1821*  (J.W.  40), 
and  was  buried  near  her  husband  at  Inveresk,  James  Wedderburn-Colvile  had  issue  four 
sons  and  two  daughters.     Of  the  sons, 

1.  John  Wedderburn  [177G — 1799],  was  born  at  Inveresk  18  Aug.  and  baptized  there 

30  August  1 776  following.5  He  went  out  to  Jamaica  from  London  in  the  spring  of 
1794  and  died  there  unmarried  19  May  1799.  There  is  a  portrait  of  him  by  Sir 
William  Beechey,  which  was  given  to  his  brother  Andi-ew  Colvile  by  James  Wed- 
derburn, brother  to  J.W.  A  miniature  of  him  is  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Charlotte 
Colvile  (post,  p.  309). 

2.  Andrew  Wedderburn,  who  afterwards  (1814)  assumed  the  name  of  Colvile  only. 

See  post,  p.  308. 

3.  Peter  Wedderburn,  afterwards  Wedderburn-Ogilvy  of  Islabank,  Ruthven,  co. 

Forfar.     See  post,  p.  31 1. 

4.  James  Wedderburn,  sometime  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland,  progenitor  of  the 

Wedderburn-Maxwells  of  Middlebie  and  Glenlair.     See  post,  p.  312. 
Of  the  daughters, 

1.  Margaret  Wedderburn  died  young,  and  was  buried  at  Inveresk.0 

2.  Jean  Wedderburn,   born   at   Inveresk    3  May    1786   (J.W.   39);    married  there 

24  Nov.  1807,  Thomas,  fifth  Earl  of  Selkirk,7  by  whom  (died  at  Pau,  in  the  South 

1  There  are  five  small  oval  tablets  inserted  in  the  wall  above  the  Wedderburn-Colvile  burying  place  in 
Inveresk  churchyard,  with  the  following  inscriptions  :— 

1.  Mrs  Colvile  of  Ochiltree  Wife  of  Andrew  Blackburn,  Died  2nd  ....      Aged  74  years. 

2.  James  Wedderburn  Colvile.  Esquire,  Died  at  Inviresk  14th  Dec.  1S07     Aged  78  years. 

3.  Isabella  Blackburn  Colvile  of  Ochiltree,  Relict  of  James  Wedderburn  Colvile,  Born  4th  Feby. 
1756.     Died  14th  Jan.  1821. 

4.  Mrs  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  wife   of  Andrew   Wedderburn   Esq.     Died  22   December  1803 
Aged  2...  years 

5.  Margaret  Blackburn,  Daughter  of  Andrew  Blackburn  Colvile  of  Ochiltree.   Born  7th  June 
1766      Died  9th  Feby.  1842. 

These,  as  set  in  the  wall  run  thus,  4,  1,  6,  and  below  — ,  2,  3. 
-  "  1774  March  3,  James  Wedderburn,  late  of  Jamaica,  and  Isabella  Blackburn,  lawful  daughter  of  Andrew 
Blackburn,  merchant  in   Glasgow"   (Glasgow  Marriage   Reg.,    orig.   record   s.d.).     Their   marriage 
contract,  by  which  he  charged  his  Jamaica  estates  of  Glenisla  and  Bluecastle  in   her  favour,  was 
postnuptial,  being  dated  7  March  (J.W.  39  ;  R.D.  453). 

3  See  the  Great  Seal  Charter  of  Confirmation  of  the  lands  of  Crombie  (now  Craigflower)  in  favour  of  Mrs. 

Isabella  Blackburn,  now  Colvile,  1  May  1799  (G.S.R.  148). 

4  After  her  husband's  death  she  resided  at  Craigflower,  Torryburn,  co.  Fife  (S.W.  710),  where  there  is  a 

portrait  of  her  by  Miss  Read. 

5  "  James  Wedderburn,   Esq.,  and  Mrs.  Isabella  Blackburn  his  spouse  had  a  son,  named  John,  born  18th 

August,  and  baptized  30th  Aug.  1776.  Witnesses,  Mr.  Paton  and  Mr.  Crawford  "  (Inveresk  Register, 
orig.  record  s.d.)  My  authority  for  stating  that  the  portrait  of  hirn  is  by  Beechey  is  a  marginal  note 
in  J.  W.'s  MS.,  in  which  J.W.  says  "  a  good  portrait  of  him  by  Beechey  was  given  by  my  brother  to 
Mr.  Colvile."  Miss  Charlotte  Colvile,  however,  says  that  her  family  have  always  understood  the 
picture  to  to  be  by  Hoppner,  and  to  have  been  painted  after  John  Wedderburn's  death  from  the 
miniature  of  him  in  their  possession.     The  portrait  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Lady  Colvile. 

u  The  following  entry  in  the  Inveresk  Reg.  of  Deaths  (orig.  record  s.d.)  must,  I  think,  refer  to  her, 
"  1800  Dec.  6.  Mrs.  Wetherburn  in  Inviresk  ;  her  grave  in  Wetherburen's  ground."  Miss  Colvile, 
however,  tells  me  that  she  has  heard  that  she  was  aged  seven  at  the  date  of  her  death,  in  which  case, 
as  she  was  certainly  older  than  her  sister  Jean,  this  entry  of  1800  cannot  refer  to  her.  But  I  doubt 
whether  the  suggestion  that  she  was  only  seven  when  she  died  is  accurate. 

7  For  this  marriage  see  J.W.  39,  Gent  Mag.  lxxvii ,  p.  1171,  and  Sots  Mag,  1807,  p,  957,  the  latter  of 
which  calls  her  (as  she  then  was)  "only  daughter  of  James  Wedderburn  Colvile."     She  went  out 
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Part  in.  of  France,  8  April  1820)  she  had  issue  a  son,  Dunbar  James,  afterwards  sixth  Earl 

Chap.  vin.  of  Selkirk  (b-  22  April  1809),  and  two  daughters,  Isabella  (b.  8  Jan.  1811)  and 

Katherine   (b.  at  Montreal  4  Jan.  1814).     Their  mother  died  at  S.  Mary's  Isle, 

10  June  1871.1 

(a)     The    Wedderlum-Colviles   of  Ochiltree.     (See  pedigree  at  p.  306.) 

Andrew  Wedderburn  [1779 — 1 856],  afterwards  Colvile,  second  but  eldest  sur- 
viving son  of  James  Wedderburn-Colvile  of  Inveresk,  was  born  6  Nov.  (J.W.  39)  and 
baptized  at  Inveresk  7  Dec.  1779. -  He  came  to  London  in  1796,  and  settling  there  in 
1799  (J.W.  39),  was  for  many  years  a  partner  in  the  West  Indian  house  of  Wedderburn 
and  Co.,  which  was  the  outcome  of  the  family's  exile  to  Jamaica  after  the  '45,  and  of  which 
an  account  is  given  elsewhere  in  this  work  (post,  Part  v.,  and  see  R.D.  452.  )3 

On  the  death  of  his  father,  to  whom  he  was  retoured  heir  5  April  1808  (R.H.  46),  he 
sold  Inveresk  Lodge  to  the  sisters  of  Sir  David  Wedderburn  (J.W.  39),  and  some  years 
later,  in  181 4,  by  order  in  council  and  licence  pursuant  thereto  he  took  for  himself  and 
his  heirs  in  possession  of  Craigflower  the  surname  and  arms  of  Colvile  of  Ochiltree  in  lieu 
of  those  of  Wedderburn  (J.W.  36-38  ;  H.C.R.  v  a). 

He  died  in  London  3  Feb.  1856,  and  was  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  Holy  Trinity, 
Brompton  4  A  portrait  of  him  by  Beecbey,  given  to  him  by  the  father  of  his  first  wife, 
is  at  Craigflower,  and  there  is  also  a  miniature  of  him  in  the  possession  of  his  daughters  at 
Lustleigh,  co.  Devon.5 

He  was  twice  married, 

i.  On  27  Dec.  1802  to  Elizabeth  Susannah  Wedderburn,  eldest  daughter  of 
John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden  (see  post,  chap,  x.),6  but  by  her,  who  was  born  1  Jan. 
1784  and  died  at  Inveresk  22  Dec.  1803,  and  is  there  buried,  had  no  issue.  She  was  buried 
at  Inveresk  27  Dec."  It  was  by  this  marriage  that  Andrew  Colvile  acquired  as  his  wife's 
portion  the  estate  of  Fontabelle  in  Jamaica,  afterwards  the  property  of  his  son  Eden,  by 
whom  it  was  sold  in  about  1870. 

ii.  On  26  June  1806,  at  the  Chapel  of  Bromley  Place,  by  the  Bishop  of  Rochester,  to 
the  Hon.  Mary  Louisa  Eden,  fifth  daughter  of  William,  first  Lord  Auckland  (Gent.  Mag., 
vol.  lxxvi.,  p.  675  ;  Scots'  May.,  1806,  p.  564),  and  by  her,  who  was  born  at  S.  Ildefonso  in 
Spain  14  Sept.  1788  (Gent.  Mag.,  vol.  Ixxxiv.,  pt.  i.,  p.  629),  died  2  Dec.  1858,  and  was 
buried  with  her  husband  in  the  churchyard  of  Holy  Trinity,  Brompton,  had  issue  four 
sons  and  twelve  daughters.8  His  portrait  is  at  Ruthven.  Of  the  sons, 
1.  James  William  Colvile  succeeded  his  father.     See  post,  p.  309. 

with  her  husbaud,  then  interested  in  the  Red  River  Settlement,  to  Hudson's  Bay,  where  Fort 
Wedderburn,  on  Coral  Island,  erected  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  1815,  was  so  called  in  her 
honour.     The  fort  is  mentioned  in  Franklyn's  Polar  Journey,  II.,  24,  43-4. 

1  Of  her  children,  her  son  married  but  d.s.p  11  April  1885,  while  the  younger  of  the  two  daughters 
married  in  1849,  Loftus  Wigram,  but  d.s.p.  1863.  The  remaining  daughter,  Lady  Isabella,  m.  26  Oct. 
1841  her  second  cousin,  the  Hon  Charles  Hope  of  Bridge  Castle,  co.  Linlithgow  (third  son  of  John, 
fourth  Earl  of  Hopetoun,  and  Louisa  Wedderburn,  ante  p.  295),  and  on  the  death  of  her  brother 
succeeded  him  in  his  estates.  She  died  in  1863  having  had  issue  three  sons,  John,  now  of  S.  Mary's 
Isle  ;  Thomas,  of  Bridge  Castle  ;  and  Charles,  of  Cowdenknowes  (ante,  p.  176,  n.  2)  ;  and  three 
daughters,  Jeau,  Louisa  Dorothea  (d.  1870),  and  Isabella  Helen  (see  Burke's  Peerage,  s.  Hopetoun). 

-  James  Wedderburn,  Esqr.,  and  Mrs.  Isabella  Blackburn,  his  spouse,  had  a  son  named  Andrew,  born 
6th  November  and  baptized  7th  December  1779.  Witnesses,  Sir  John  Wedderburn  and  Mr.  Smith 
(Inveresk  Par.  Reg.,  orig    record  s.d.). 

3  He  is  named  as  a  tutor  to  the  children  of  his  uncle,  Sir  John,  in  1800  (Bl.  82).     See  also  S.W.  710  ; 

and  his  brother  James'  will,  L.W.  16. 

4  The  inscription  on  the  tomb  is  simply  "  Andrew  Colvile  of  Ochiltree.     Born  Nov.  6  1778.     Died  Feb.  3 

1856.  Louisa  Mary,  his  wife,  Born  Sept.  14  1788.  Died  Dec.  2  1858,"  with  some  passages  from 
Scripture. 

5  Here,  as  in  the  case  of  his  brother  John's  portrait,  my  authority  is  a  note  by  J.W.  in  his  MS.    "  A  good 

portrait  of  him  by  Beechey  was  given  to  bis  lady  by  my  father,"  but  here  again  Miss  Colvile,  who 
finds  the  fact  of  the  gift  recorded  in  her  mother's  diary,  says  that  the  picture  has  been  always 
attributed  to  Hoppner. 

6  This  marriage  probably  took  place  at  Clapham  in  Surrey,  where  John  Wedderburn  then  lived.     See  Gent. 

Mag  lxxii.,  p.  1224.  where  the  date  is  wrongly  given  as  27  Nov. 

7  Inveresk  Par.  Reg.,  Burials,  orig.  record  s.d.,  "  1803  Dec.  27.     Died  Mrs.  Watherburn  spouse  to  Mr. 

Watherburn  :  her  grave  is  in  their  own  tomb."  See  also  Gent.  M ag.  lxxiii.,  p.  1260,  where  she  is 
described  as  "wife  of  Andrew  Wedderburn  of  Grosvenor  Square." 

8  The  particulars  of  dates  and  places  in  the  following  account  of  Andrew  Colvile's  children  have  been 

given  me  by  Miss  Charlotte  Colvile.  See  also  J.W.  39,  and  additional  authorities  referred  to  in  the 
text. 
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2.  John  Colvile,  born  at  Langley  Farm,   Beckenham,  co.  Kent,   16  Jan.  1811,  and  Part  in. 

baptized  at  Beckenham  (J.W.  39).     Educated  at  Eton.     Died  at  Bovingdon,  co.  Cnap- 
Herts,  17  Feb.  1830. 1     Buried  there.     His  portrait  is  at  Ruthven. 

3.  George  Colvile,   born  at  Langley  Farm  23  Oct.  1813  (Gent.  Mag.,  lxxxiii,  pt.  ii., 

p.  498) ;  baptized  at  Beckenham,  and  died  there  27  June  1814.     Buried  there. 

4.  Eden  Colvile,  who  ultimately  succeeded  his  brother  James.     See  post,  p.  310. 

Of  the  twelve  daughters,  t 

1.  Eleanor  Colvile,   born    23  Dec.  1808,   at   Clay  Hill,    co.   Kent,   and   baptized  at 

Beckenham.  She  died  at  Langley  Farm  30  Nov.  1824  (J.W.  41),  and  was  buried 
at  Beckenham. 

2.  Isabella  Colvile,   born  24  April   1812,  at  Langley  Farm,  and  baptized  at  Becken- 

ham. She  married  at  S.  Marylebone's  Church,  London  Feb.  1834,  Samuel  Marindin, 
then  a  lieutenant  in  the  second  Lifeguards,  but  later  in  Holy  Orders,  and  rector  of 
Buckhorn  Wester,  co.  Dorset,  and  Pen  Selwood,  co.  Somerset.  He  died  3  Jan.  1852. 
After  his  death  his  widow  resided  for  some  years  at  Chesterton,  co.  Salop,  where 
she  died  4  Aug.  1896,  having  had  issue  five  sons  and  three  daughters.2 

3.  Louisa  Colvile,  born  21  Oct.  1815,  at  Langley  Farm,  and  baptized  at  Beckenham. 

Died  at  Hastings  30  Nov.  1836,  and  is  buried  there. 

4.  Emily  Colvile,  born  24  June  1817,  at  Langley  Farm,  and  baptized  at  Beckenham. 

Died  14  Jan.  1889,  at  Lustleigh,  co.  Devon,  and  is  buried  there. 

5.  Jean  Colvile,  born  21  Aug.  1820,  at  Langley  Farm,  and  baptized  at  Beckenham. 

She  died  unmarried  at  Lustleigh,  in  1895  and  is  buried  there. 

6.  Georgiana  Mary  Colvile,  born  21  Feb.   1822  at  Langley  Farm,  and  baptized  at 

Beckenham.  She  married  at  Trinity  Chapel,  Dunfermline,  co.  Fife,  29  Sept.  1847, 
Sir  Frederick  Sogers,  Bart.,  afterwards  created  Lord  Blachford.3  He  d.s.p.  21  Nov. 
1889.     She  is  living  (1898)  at  Blachford,  Ivy  bridge,  co.  Devon. 

7.  Charlotte  Colvile,  born  18  Dec.  1823  at  Langley  Farm;  baptized  at  Beckenham. 

Living  (1897)  at  Lustleigh. 

8.  Isalen  Mary  Colvile,  born  21  June  1825  at  Langley  Farm  ;  baptized  at  Beckenham. 

Living  (1897)  at  Lustleigh. 

9.  Caroline  Colvile,  born   1    Feb.   1827  at  Langley  Farm;  baptized  at  Beckenham. 

Died  5  June  1 846  at  Craigflower,  and  is  buried  at  Crombie,  co.  Fife. 

10.  Margaret   Agnes   Colvile,    born    18   July    1829    at   Craigflower;    baptized    at 

Torryburn,  co.  Fife.  She  married  atS.  Paul's,  Knightsbridge,  12  Dec.  1856,  Charles 
Kegan  Paul,  and  has  issue  two  sons  and  three  daughters.4     Living  in  Loudon  1898. 

11.  Alice  Douglas  Colvile,   born  3  Dec.  1830  at  48  Lower  Grosvenor  Street,  W. ; 

baptized  at  S.  George's,  Hanover  Square,  and  died  at  Craigflower  27  July  1845. 
Buried  at  Crombie. 

12.  Katharine  Colvile,  born  28  July  1834  at  Craigflower ;  baptized  at  Torryburn,  and 
died  Nov,  1834  at  11,  Lower  Berkeley  Street,  W.    Buried  in  S.  Marylebone  parish,  W. 

(Sir)  James  William  Colvile  [1810-80],  eldest   son  of   Andrew  Wedderburn  or 
Colvile  and  Mary  Louisa  Eden,  was  born  in  London  (at  21,  Upper  Grosvenor  Street,  W.) 

1  In  the  Eton  School  Lists,  1791—1850  (ed.  2  1864),  p.  133  6.     John  Colvile  is  said  to  have  "died  of 

scarlet  fever  1828,  £et.  18." 

2  Mrs.  Marindin's  family  was  as  follows  :  — 

1.  Henry  Colvile  Marindin,  b.  1834,  d.  1872  ;  m.  Mary,  only  daughter  of  John  Gregory  Watkins  of 
Woodfield,  Omberley,  co.  Worcester,  and  had  issue  Arthur  Henry,  b.  1868,  now  of  Woodfield, 
Lieut,  in  the  42nd  Highlanders  (Black  Watch)  ;  and  Edith  Mary. 

2.  (Sir)  Francis  Arthur  Marindin,  K.C.M.G.,  b.  1838,  Major  R.E.,  retired  1879,  Senior  Inspecting 

Officer  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  m.  Kathleen  Stevenson  (daughter  of  Sir  William  Stevenson,  K.C.B.) 
and  has  issue  Kathleen  Mary.  On  the  death  of  his  uncle,  Eden  Colvile,  in  1893,  he  succeeded, 
by  his  will,  to  the  estate  of  Craigflower,  co.  Fife. 

3.  Philip  Samuel  Marindin,  b.  1839,  d.  1876,  m.  F.  Henslove  and  had  issue  Philip  Hugh,  b.  1871  ; 
Francis  Eden  b.  1875. 

4.  George  Eden  Marindin.  b.  1841,  m.  L.  F.  Griffiths  and  has  issue  Helen,  Alice. 

5.  Charles  Randal  Mai-indin,  b.  1851,  m.  Rose  Jackson  and  has  issue, 
and 

1.  Katharine  Isabella  Marindin  ;  2,  Alice  Mary  Marindin  ;  and  3,  Eleanor  Marindin,  m.  1886,  Thomas 
John  Franks. 

3  See  Letters  of  Lord  Blachford,  by  G.  E.  Marindin  (Murray,  1896). 

4  The  sons  are,  1,  Andrew  Louis  Paul,  b.  24  Oct.  1858  ;   2,  Maurice  Eden  Paul,  now  of  Najaski,  Japan,  b. 

27  Sept.  1865  :  m.  1890  Margaret  Macdonald,  and  has  issue  a  daughter,  Hester  ;  and  the  daughters, 
Nancy  Margaret,  Ruth  Frances  (m.  1881  W.  S.  Rendel,  of  Parkhurst,  Epsom),  and  Rose  Mary. 
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Part  ill.  12  Jan.  1810,  and  baptized  in  S.  George's  parish.  He  was  educated  at  Eton  and  at  Trinity 
Chap.  VIII.  College  Cambridge,  where  he  graduated  in  1831,  being  placed  third  in  the  "  senior  optine  " 
class  in  the  Mathematical  Tripos  of  that  year,  and  proceeded  to  the  degree  of  M.A.  in 
1834.  Meanwhile  he  had  been  admitted  a  student  of  the  Inner  Temple,  11  Jan.  1832, 
and  was  afterwards  called  to  the  Bar  by  that  society  30  Jan.  1835.  One  of  the  first  cases 
in  which  he  was  engaged  was  the  chancery  suit  of  Webster-Wedderburn  and  others  v. 
Wedderburn,  Colvile  and  others  (post,  part  v.),  in  which  he  was  junior  counsel  for  the 
defendants,  of  whom  his  father  was  one.  In  1 845  he  became  Advocate-General  for  the  East 
Indian  Company  at  Fort  William,  Bengal,  and  three  years  later  (1848)  received  the  honour 
of  knighthood  on  being  raised  to  the  bench  as  puisne  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  at 
Calcutta,  of  which  he  became  Chief  Justice  in  1855.  From  this  office  he  retired  in  1859, 
and,  returning  to  England,  was  sworn  in  as  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  and  appointed 
assessor  to  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  on  Indian  Appeals.  In  November 
1865  he  became  a  member  of  the  Judicial  Committee  itself,  and  in  1871,  upon  the 
passing  of  the  Judicial  Committee  Act  of  that  year,  one  of  the  judges  of  that  com- 
mittee. "  His  knowledge  of  Indian  systems  of  law  (says  an  obituary  notice  of  him  in 
the  Times,  8  Dec.  1880)  and  his  acquaintance  with  India  were  highly  valued  by  his 
colleagues  and  by  suitors ;  and  his  judgments  were  full  and  exhaustive  statements,  often 
of  cases  intricate  and  involved  in  the  highest  degree.  ...  To  his  legal  attainments  in 
connexion  with  India,  he  added  a  warm  iuterest  in  scientific  and  economical  questions 
connected  with  our  great  dependency.  He  had  been  President  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of 
Bengal  and  began  in  that  capacity  relations  with  the  Royal  Society  of  England,  of  which 
he  afterwards  became  a  Fellow."1 

He  was  elected  a  bencher  of  the  Inner  Temple  16  Nov.  1866,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Athenaeum  and  Travellers'  Clubs  in  London,  where  he  long  resided. 

He  succeeded  to  Craigflower  on  the  death  of  his  father  in  1856,  and  was  appointed  a 
deputy-lieutenant  for  Fife  on  his  return  home  from  India  in  1859.  From  his  father  he 
also  inherited  the  estate  of  Blackheath  in  Jamaica,  but  this  he  sold.  He  died  in  London 
at  his  residence,  8,  Rutland  gate,  S.W.,  6  Dec.  1880,  and  was  buried  at  Crombie. 

He  married  at  the  Cathedral,  Calcutta,  13  April  1857,  Frances  Elinor  Grant, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Peter  Grant,  K.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.  of,  Rothiemurchus,  co.  Inverness,  late 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Bengal,  and  Governor  of  Jamaica,  and  by  her  (living  1898  at 
15,  Aldford  Street)  had  issue  an  only  child, 

Andrew  John  Wedderburn  Colvile,  born  at  Calcutta  20  Jan.  1859,  and  there 
baptized  ;  educated  at  Eton  ;  but  died  4  Nov.  1876  at  Craigflower,  and  was  buried 
at  Crombie. 

Thus  on  the  death  of  Sir  James,  his  successor  to  Craigflower  was  his  brother, 
Eden  Colvile  [1819-93]  (fourth  and  youngest,  but  ultimately  only  surviving  son  of 
Andrew  Wedderburn-Colvile  and  Mary  Louisa  Eden),  who  was  born  at  Langley  Farm 
12  Feb.  1819,  and  baptized  at  Beckenham.  He  also  was  educated  at  Eton  and  at  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge,  where  he  graduated  in  1842,  after  which  he  entered  his  father's 
business,  being  thus  the  last  representative  of  the  old  West  India  house  of  the  Wedder- 
burns,  of  which  his  father  was  long  the  head.  He  died  on  2  April  (Easter  Day)  1893, 
after  a  short  illness  while  on  a  visit  to  his  sister  at  Lustleigh,  and  is  there  buried. 

His  career  is  well  stated  in  an  obituary  notice  of  him  in  the  Times  of  April  10.  "  He 
was  one  of  those  useful  and  unassuming  men  who,  having  done  much  good  work,  have  yet 
come  but  little  before  the  world.  In  so  far  as  he  did  so,  he  was  known  as  chairman  of  the 
Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company,  of  which  his  father  was  the  founder,  and  as  governor 
for  many  years  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  After  a  short  apprenticeship  in  business 
with  his  father,  he  became  manager  of  a  large  tract  of  land  near  Montreal,  in  Canada, 
known  as  the  Beauharnais  Settlement,  and  he  was  for  two  years  member  for  Beauharnais 
in  the  Colonial  Legislature.  He  was  afterwards  made  Governor  of  the  Red  River  Settle- 
ment, an  important  post  under  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  where  he  played  no  mean  part 
in  the  organisation  of  the  province,  for  it  was  little  less,  under  his  sway.  During  his 
tenure  of  this  appointment  he  crossed  the  Rocky  Mountains,  at  that  time  hardly  brought 
within  the  range  of  civilisation,  and  visited  Vancouver's  Island,  which  the  British  Govern- 

1  This  account  of  Sir  J.  W.  Colvile  is  compiled  from  the  Inns  of  Court  Calendar,  1877,  by  Charles  Shaw 
(a  notice  no  doubt  approved  by  Sir  James  himself),  and  from  the  above-mentioned  article  in  the 
Times  of  8  Dec.  1880. 
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ment  had  placed  under  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.     He  returned  to  England  in  1852,  part  m. 
succeeding  on  his  father's  death  to  most  of  his  directorships  and   to  the  management  of  Chap,  vm 
much  West  India  business  for  members  of  his  family  and  for  himself.      Few  men  have 
been  more  respected  in  all  relations  of  life  than  Mr.  Eden   Colvile,   the  companies  with 
which  he  has  been  connected  owing  much  to  his  high  sense  of  honour,  his  untiring  energy, 
and  his  good-tempered  wisdom." 

He  married  at  Montreal  in  Dec.  1845,  Annie  Max-well,  daughter  of  Lieut.-Colonel 
Maxwell  of  Montreal,  Canada,  but  by  her,  who  died  at  Craigflower,  27  Aug.  1891,  tet.  69 
{Times,  28  Aug  1891),  and  was  buried  at  Crombie,  had  no  issue.  With  him,  therefore, 
the  male  descent  of  his  father,  Andrew  Wedderburn  Colvile,  became  extinct,  and  the 
representation  of  his  grandfather,  James  Wedderburn,  devolved  on  the  descendants  of  his 
great  uncle,  Peter  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,  of  whom  an  account  is  given  in  the  next  section 
of  this  chapter. 

(h)  The  Wedderburn-Ogilvies  of  Ruthven.      (See  pedigree  at  p.  806.  J1 

Peter  Wedderburn  [1781-1873],  afterward  Wedderburn-Ogilvy  of  Ruthven 
(third  but  second  surviving  son  to  James  Wedderburn-Colvile,  ante.  p.  305,  was  born 
at  Inveresk  23  Sept.  1781  (J.W.  42).  He  was  bred  to  the  sea  and  sailed  for  some  time  in 
the  "  Arniston,"  a  vessel  belonging  to  John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden,  Jamaica  (post, 
■chap,  x.,  and  engaged  in  the  West  Indian  trade.  In  1797,  however,  he  entered  the  sea- 
service  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  made  six  voyages  (the  two  last  as  commander),  in 
one  of  which  he  went  to  China  as  Cajstaiu  of  the  "  Camden,"  but  retired  from  the  Company's 
service  in  August  1810  (J.W.  42).  He  died  at  Ruthven  30  March  1873,  and  is  there 
buried.     There  is  a  miniature  of  him  at  Ruthven.2 

He  married  at  Edinburgh  30  April  1811,  Anna  Ogilvy,  sole  child  and  heiress  to 
James  Ogilvy  of  Islabank  or  Ruthven,  co.  Angus,  by  Jean,  sole  child  to  Michael  Balfour  of 
Denmiln,  co.  Fife,  and  thus,  on  the  death  of  his  wife's  father  in  Oct.  1826,  he  assumed 
the  additional  surname  of  Ogilvy,  and  added  the  armorial  bearings  of  Ogilvy  of  Ruthven 
to  his  own.3 

By  his  wife,  who  was  born  at  Ruthven  6  April  1778,  died  there  in  May  1853,  and 
is  there  buried,  he  had  issue  five  sons  and  three  daughters.     Of  the  sons, 

1.  James  James  Wedderburn,  was  born  in  George  Street,  Edinburgh,  4  Feb.  1812 

(Scots'  Mag.  1812,  p.  155)  ;  died  at  Ruthven  13  Sept.  1819  (Blackwood,  p.  120), 
and  is  buried  there  (J.W.  42-43). 

2.  Thomas  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,  afterwards  of  Ruthven,  was  born  at  Islabank,  8  Sept. 

1814  (J.W.  42;  Scots'  May.  1814,  p.  799).  He  entered  the  army  in  1832,  and  was 
captain  in  the  second  Life  Guards,  when,  being  on  guard  at  the  birth  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  he  at  once,  in  accordance  with  custom,  obtained  the  rank  of  Colonel. 
Living  1898  at  23  Grafton  Street,  W.*  He  married  at  Easton  Neston,  co.  North- 
ampton, 7  Aug.  1856,  Lady  Henrietta  Louisa  Permor  (younger  daughter  of 
Thomas  William,  fourth  Earl  of  Pomfret,  and  sister  of  George  William  Richard, 
fifth  and  last  Earl),  but  by  her,  who  died  at  Contrexeville  in  France  30  Aug.  1888 
and  is  buried  at  Easton  Neston,  had  no  issue. 

3.  Peter  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,  born  at  Ruthven  15  Nov.  1815  (Scots'  Mag.,  p.  956), 

sailed  for  India  as  a  cadet  in  1836,  and  served  in  the  Madras  Infantry  ;  but  died 
unmarried  at  Madras  in  1847,  and  is  there  buried.     His  portrait  is  at  Ruthven.5 

1  See  for  some  of  the  dates,  etc.,  in  this  account  J.W.  42. 
"  See  also  S.W.  710;  L.W.  16. 

3  The  descent  of  James  Ogilvy  of  Ruthven,  originally  of  Coutt,  is  unascertained.     Ruthven,  now  bearing  its 

old  name,  was  ill  his  time  called  Islabank,  the  water  of  Isla  flowing  below  the  bank  whereon  the 
garden  is  situated.  The  property  was  bought  by  his  father  Thomas,  whose  father,  also  Thomas,  was 
clergyman  of  Cupar  in  Angus,  before  the  Revolution  in  1688,  and  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  to 
Henry  Smith  of  Camno,  co.  Perth.  Thomas  Ogilvy  (junior)  married  his  cousin  Anne,  daughter  to 
James  Smith  of  Camno  ;  and  James  Ogilvy  of  Coull,  thereafter  of  Kuthven  or  Islabank,  was  the  issue 
of  this  marriage.  See  Douglas'  Baronage,  p.  544.  The  farm  called  Auldallan,  lying  near  to  Callow, 
is  said  to  have  belonged  to  his  progenitors,  as  it  does  still  to  his  descendants,  the  Ogilvy s  of  Ruthven, 
but  I  -do  not  find  any  such  family  as  Ogilvy  of  Auldallan  mentioned  by  Douglas.  In  the  list  of 
subscribers  to  Abercrombie's  Martiall  Achievements,  1715,  James  Ogilvie,  Baron  Baillie  of  Cupar  is 
named.  The  jurisdiction  was  then  the  Earl  of  Airlie's,  but  I  know  not  who  this  James  was,  Note 
to  J.  W.'s  MS.  memoir  (slightly  condensed).     See  also  R.D.  343. 

4  He  is  heir  presumptive  to  the  Balindean  baronetcy. 

5  He  is  named  in  the  will  of  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie  (L.W.  17). 
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Part  in.  4.  John  Andrew  Wedderburn  Ogilvy.     See  below. 

chap.  viii.  5  James  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,  born  at  Ruthven  4  Aug.  1820  (Scots'  Mag.,  p.  285) ; 
entered  the  25th  Regt.  (King's  Own  Horderers)  as  ensign  in  lieu  of  his  brother, 
John  Andrew,  30  March  1838,  and  was  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Perthshire  Rifle 
Volunteers,  and  a  J. P.  for  the  counties  of  Perth  and  Forfar.  He  married,  at 
Glasgow  24  Jan.  1856,  Catherine  Lilian  Harriet  Ramsay,  only  child  of 
William  Ramsay  of  Rannagulzion,  Alyth.  co.  Perth  (brother  to  Sir  George  Ramsay, 
ninth  baronet  of  Banff),  Professor  of  Humanity  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  but 
by  her,  who  survived  him,  had  no  issue.  He  died  at  Rome,  28  Jan.  1893. 
Of  the  daughters, 

1.  Jean  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,   born  at  Ruthven,  24  May  1813  (Scots'  Mag.,  p.  477). 

Living  (1898)  at  Linton  Rectory,  Skipton.  co.  York.     Her  portrait  is  at  Ruthven. 

2.  Isabella  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,  born  at  Ruthven,  8  Jan.   1817  (Scots'  Mag.,  pt.  i.r 

p.  79).  Died  unm.  at  Williugton  Lodge,  Bromham  Road,  Bedford,  14  April  1884. 
Buried  at  Bedford. 

3.  Anna  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,  born  at  Ruthven  8  Sept.  1822  (Scots' Mag.,  pt.ii.,p.519). 

John  Andrew  Wedderburn-Ogilvy  (fourth  son  of  Peter  Wedderburn-Ogilvy) 
was  born  at  Islabank  2  July  1818.  He  entered  the  army  as  ensign  25th  Foot  Regiment 
14  July  1S37,  but  retired  30  March  1838,  and  was  subsequently  a  major  in  the  Perthshire 
Militia.  He  was  sometime  in  Australia,  and  later  on  was  resident  at  St.  Andrew's,  co.  Fife, 
and  on  the  continent.  Living  (1898)  at  Woodside,  Bathford,  Bath,  co.  Somerset.  He 
married,  at  Edinburgh  26  June  1860,  Jessie  Stewart  Gray,  elder  daughter  of  the  late 
James  Coutts  Crawford  Gray,  fourth  son  to  Charles  Gray  of  Carse  Gray,  co.  Forfar,  and 
by  her  has  had  issue  seven  sons  and  four  daughters.     Of  the  sons, 

1.  Peter  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,  was  born  at  Edinburgh  8  April  1861,  and  educated 

at  Clifton  College.  He  entered  the  army,  as  lieutenant  3rd  Battalion  of  the  Black 
Watch  (42nd  Highlanders),  but  died  at  Edinburgh,  24  March  1883.  Buried  at 
Ruthven  Church. 

2.  Charles  James  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,   was  born  at  Edinburgh,   21  Nov.   1862, 

and  was  educated  at  Madras  College,  S.  Andrew's,  and  on  the  Continent.  Living 
(1898)  in  the  Argentine. 

3.  John  Andrew  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,   was  born  at  Alyth,   16   Sept.    1866,    and 

educated  at  Bath  College.     Living  (1898)  on  a  ranch  in  Santa  Fe. 

4.  Thomas  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,  was  born  at  Alyth,  1  Oct.  1870,  and  educated  at 

Bedford  Grammar  School.     Living  (1898)  at  Shanghai. 

5.  Colin  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,  was  born  at  S.  Andrew's,  28  Oct.   1872 ;  and  died 

there  20  June  1877,  and  is  there  buried. 

6.  Donald  Stuart  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,  was  born  at  S.  Andrew's  20  Sept.  1874. 

Educated  at  Bath  College. 

7.  Walter  Gray  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,  was  born  at  Quedlinburg  in  Germany,  7  July 

1880. 
Of  the  daughters, 

1.  Annie  Ethel  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,  was  born  at  Alyth  27  Dec.  1S64. 

2.  Isabella  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,  was  born  at  Alyth  25  Sept.  1868. 

3.  Margaret  Helen  Wedderburn  Ogilvy,  was  born  at  S.  Andrew's  13  Dec.  1876. 

Died  there  29  March  1878.     Buried  there. 

4.  Katherine  Lilias  Wedderburn-Ogilvy,  was  born  at  Bedford  28  Aug.  1883. 

(c)  The  Wedderbum-Maxwells  of  Middlebie.     (See  pedigree  at  p.  815. )x 

James  Wedderburn  [1782 — 1822],  fourth  but  third  surviving  son  to  James 
Wedderburn  Colvile  (ante,  p.  305),  was  born  at  Inveresk  12  Nov.  1782  (J.W.  44),  and  was, 
no  doubt,  educated  at  the  grammar  school  at  Musselburgh,  which  was  then  well  known. 
He  is  named  in  his  father's  will  in  1802  (L.W.  9),  and  in  the  following  year,  17  Dec.  1803, 
became  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  advocates  (Adv.Adm.  8).2     He  was  elected  a  collector 

1  The  whole  of   this  section  was  corrected  and  approved  by    the  late  Andrew  Wedderburn-Maxwell  of 

Middlebie,  and  in  addition  has  been  read  in  proof  by  his  eldest  son,  and  also  by  his  sister,  Mrs.  Hugh 

Blackburn. 
-  He  was  also  admitted  a  student  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  13  April  1804.    "  James  Wedderburn,  third  son  of  James 

Wedderburn  Colvile  of  Inviresk  (sic),  with  certificate  from  the  Dean  and  Faculty  of  Advocates  in 

Scotland,  20  Dec.  1803."     Lincoln's  Inn  MS.  Adm.  Book. 
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of  decisions  11  July  1807,  a  post  which  he  resigned  10  June  1811.     Meanwhile  the  Lord  Part  in. 
Advocate  (Maconochie)  appointed  him  Advocate  Depute,  a  post  which  he  held  till  9  March  Chap.  vm. 
1811,  when  he  resigned  it  on  being  appointed  sheriff  depute  for  co.  Peebles,  an  office  he 
also  resigned,  10  July  1816,  on  his  further  appointment  as  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland 
(J.W.  44;  Gent.  Mag.  1811,  pt.  i.,  p.  391  ;  1816,  pt.  ii.,  p.  79). 

His  career  was  cut  short  by  his  early  death,  which  occurred  at  St.  Mary's  Isle,  co. 
Kirkcudbright,  where  he  is  buried,  7  Nov.  1822.1  "He  died  (says  J.W.  in  his  MS.)  after 
a  short  illness  while  on  a  visit  to  his  sister  (Lady  Selkirk,  ante,  p.  307)  at  S.  Mary's  Isle, 
most  heartily  regretted  by  all  his  family  and  relatives,  to  some  of  whom,  then  far  in  the 
decline  of  life,  his  attentions  had  been  those  of  a  son,  rather  than  a  connexion.  His 
professional  rise  and  prospects  were  well  justified  by  his  strict  honour  and  integrity,  his 
talents  and  application."2  His  will,  dated  at  Edinburgh  27  Oct.  1813,  was  proved  in 
London  24  April  1823  (L.W.  16). 

He  had  married,  28  Dec.  1813,  Isabella  Clerk,  daughter  to  James  Clerk3  (third 
son  to  Sir  George  Clerk  Maxwell,  Bart.,  of  Penicuik,  co.  Midlothian,  and  Middlebie,  co. 
Dumfries)  by  Janet,  daughter  to  George  Irving  of  Newton,  co.  Lanark,  and  by  her  (born 
in  Edinburgh  10  April  1789,  died  at  Killeam,  co.  Stirling,  2  Nov.  1865,  and  there  buried) 
had  issue  four  sons  and  three  daughters.     The  sons  were, 

1.  James  Wedderburn,  born  in  George   Street,   Edinburgh,    23  Sept.  1814  (Scots' 

Mag.  1814,  p.  799).  He  studied  medicine,  and  after  receiving  his  diploma  as 
surgeon  left  Edinburgh  in  1834-35  and  entered  the  army  as  assistant  surgeon  to 
the  Coldstream  Guards  Nov.  1836,  and  accompanied  the  regiment  to  Canada  in 
1838.  He  was  afterwards  with  the  Scots  Greys  but  resigned  owing  to  failure  of 
health,  consequent  on  a  chill  caught  when  in  Canada.  He  died  unm.,  at  39,  Craven 
Street,  London,  17  July  1863,  and  was  buried  in  Brompton  Cemetery.  The  Scotch 
confirmation  of  his  will  is  recorded  at  Somerset  House,  27  Oct.  1863  (L.W.  32). 

2.  George  Wedderburn,  born  in  Edinburgh  25  March  1817  (Gent.  Mag.  1817,  pt.  i, 

p.  369  ;  Scots'  Mag.  1817,  pt.  i,  p.  79).  He  was  admitted  a  writer  to  the  signet, 
30  Jan.  1840,  and  practised  in  Edinburgh  at  India  Street  and  Ainslie  Place  (Hist, 
of  Writers  to  the  Signet,  Edin.,  1890  ;  Scottish  Law  List,  1852,  1857).  He  died 
unm.,  in  Edinburgh,  1  May  1865,  and  is  buried  in  the  Dean  Cemetery  there. 

3.  John  Wedderburn,  born  in  George  Street,  Edinburgh,  5  July  1820  (Scots'  Mag. 

1820,  pt.  ii.,  p.  189).  He  entered,  in  1838,  the  military  service  of  the  East  India 
Company,  as  an  Infantry  Cadet,  in  the  Bengal  Presidency,  and  was  subsequently 
in  the  Bengal  Staff  corps,  where  he  attained  the  rank  of  Major  General.  He  was 
present  at  the  siege  of  Moultan.  He  died  s.p.  at  21,  Haverstock  Hill  4  Jan.  1879 
(Times  8  Jan.  1879),  and  was  buried  in  Highgate  Cemetery.4  His  will  was  proved 
in  London,  25  Jan.  1879  {L.W.  39). 

He  was  twice  married,  i.  At  Bengal,  in  1846  (Beng.  Marr.  Ind.  Off.,  Ixx., 
226)  to  Matilda  Oostello,  daughter  of  Don  Costello,  a  Spanish  gentleman  settled 
in  India.  She  d.s.p.  19  Jan.  1874  at  her  husband's  then  residence,  99,  Earl's 
Court  Road,  London,  and  was  buried  in  Brompton  Cemetery.5  ii.  At  S.  Saviour's 
Church,  South  Hampstead,  26  Oct.  1875,  to  Margaret  Panton  (daughter  of 
William  James  Panton),  who  survived  him,  and  is  living  (1898)  in  South 
Hampstead. 

4.  Andrew  Wedderburn,  afterwards   Wedderburn-Maxwell  of  Middlebie,  who 

carried  on  the  line  of  his  father's  family.     See  post,  p.  314. 

1  See  Gent.  Mag.  1822,  pt.  ii.,  p.  479  :  Scots'  Mag.  1S23.  pt.  ii.,  p.  752  ;  and  Blackwood's  Mag.,  p.  802  for  the 

place  and  date  of  his  death.     For  other  slight  references  to  him  see  S.W,  704,  710. 
s  His  death  is  referred  to  in  a  letter  from  his  friend,  Sir  Walter  Scott,  10  Nov.  1822,  quoted  in  Lockharl's 

Life,  vol.  vii.,  pp.  102,  106. 

3  The  descent  of  Isabella  Clerk  is  shown  in  the  pedigree  on  p.  315,  which  embodies  (so  far  as  is  material) 

a  royal  lineage  given  in  Foster's  Noble  and  Gentle  Families  of  Royal  Descent,  and  also,  together  with 
the  matriculation  of  arms  given  post,  p.  316,  n.  2,  shows  the  way  in  which  the  estate  of  Middlebie  has 
descended  to  her  issue. 

Two  portraits  by  Raeburn  of  her  and  her  husband  are  in  the  possession  of  her  granddaughter, 
Miss  Mackenzie  (Ainslie  Place,  Edinburgh).  Copies  of  these  are  at  Glenlair,  and  a  smaller  copy  of 
that  of  the  Solicitor-General  is  at  Roshven.  There  is  also  a  crayon  drawing  of  Isabella  Clerk  (fet.  65) 
by  Crawford  at  Glenlair. 

4  The  inscription  on  his  tomb  is,  "  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Major-General  John  Wedderburn,  late  of 

H.M.  Bengal  Staff  Corps,  who  departed  this  life  4  Jan.  1879." 
s  On  her  tomb  is,  "  In  memory  of  Matilda,  the  beloved  wife  of  Major-General  John  Wedderburn,  who  died 
19th  January  1874.    B.I.P." 

2R 
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Part  in.     The  daughters  were, 

Chap.  vi.  ^  Janet  isabeua  Wedderburn,  born  in  George  Street,  Edinburgh,  2  Oct.  1815 
(Scots'  Mag.,  1815,  p.  872), J  and  died  of  consumption,  on  her  return  from  Madeira, 
in  1852,  at  Silverknow,  near  Cramond,  co.  Midlothian.  She  was  buried  at  Edin- 
burgh. She  married  at  Edinburgh,  10  April  1838,  James  Hay  McKenzie,  W.S.3 
(third  son  of  Colin  McKenzie  of  Portmore,  co.  Peebles),  by  whom  she  had  issue 
two  sons  and  four  daughters,  viz.,  Colin,  born  1841,  died  1882  ;  George,  born  1851  ; 
Isabella  Elizabeth,  born  1844,  married  General  Kirkland,  who  died  1896;  Louisa 
Helen,  born  1847;  Anne  Christina,  born  1850,  married  E.  M.  Bannerman ;  Jean 
Charlotte,  bom  1852. 

2.  Jean  Wedderburn,  born  in  Edinburgh,  7  Aug.  1818  (Gent.  Mag.  1818,  pt.  ii., 

p.  177  ;  Scots'  Mag.,  1818,  p.  293) ;  died  at  Killearn,  co.  Stirling,  8  May  1897  ; 
and  is  buried  there.  She  married  at  Edinburgh,  10  April  1835,  Peter  Blackburn 
of  Killearn3  (eldest  son  of  John  Blackburn  and  Rebecca  Gillies),  then  in  the  second 
Life-guards,  and  later  M.P.  for  Stirling  and  (1859)  a  lord  of  the  treasury.  He  died 
20  May  1870,  leaving  issue,  eight  sons  and  five  daughters,  viz  : — 

(1)  John,  b.  1842,  living  unm.  1898  ;  (2)  James,  b.  1845,  formerly  in  the  Royal 
Navy,  and  called  to  the  bar,  Lincoln's  Inn,  1870,  he  d.  unm.  1892 ;  (3)  Peter,  b. 
1847,  a  Colonel  in  the  Royal  Artillery,  m.  1883  Charlotte,  daughter  of  Alexander 
Whitelaw,  M.P.,  of  Gartshore,  living  (1898)  s.p.  ;  (4)  Andrew  Cathcart,  b.  1851,  d. 
unm.  1887;  (5)  Colin  George,  b.  1853,  d.  unm.  1888;  (6)  Hugh,  b.  1855,  C.E., 
living  unm.  1898;  (7)  Adam  Gillies,  b.  1858,  Capt.  1st  Battalion  Queen's  Own 
Cameron  Highlanders,  served  with  distinction  in  Egypt  1882,  and  died  unm.  1891  ; 
(8)  Arthur  Octavius,  b.  1862,  d.  unm.  1889  ;  and  (1)  Isabella  ;  (2)  Rebecca  Marion, 
m.  1872,  Capt.  John  Hope,  R.N.  (see  ante,  p.  308,  n.  1) ;  (3)  Jean  ;  (4)  Helen  Agnes, 
m.  1874,  Norman  George  Lampson  (who  d.  1894)  and  has  issue  ;  and  (5)  Mary. 

3.  Jemima  Wedderburn,  born  at  31,   Heriot  Row,  Edinburgh,  1  May  1823  Scots' 

Mag.  1823,  p.  774  ;  Blackwood,  p.  734).  She  married  at  Edinburgh,  12  June  1849 
(Gent.  Mag.  1849,  p.  198),  Hugh  Blackburn,  now  of  Roshven,  Kinlochailort,  co. 
Inverness  (formerly  Professor  of  mathematics  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  and 
Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge),  younger  brother  of  Peter  Blackburn  of 
Killearn  (see  above). 

Mrs.  Blackburn's  name  has  long  been  well  known  as  that  of  an  artist, 
especially  distinguished  for  her  representation  and  knowledge  of  animals,  which 
early  attracted  the  attention  both  of  Sir  Edwin  Landseer  and  of  Mr.  Ruskin,  the 
latter  of  whom  wrote  an  article  on  her  "  Illustrations  of  Scripture,"  in  1855. 4  An 
account  of  her  work  is  given  in  English  Female  Artists,  by  E.  C.  Clayton  (London, 
Tinsleys,  1876,  vol.  ii.,  p.  394  seqq  ).  While  ehe  has  sent  but  few  works  to 
public  exhibitions,  she  has  produced  several  illustrated  books,  including  The 
White  Cat,  Fortunio,  Illustrations  of  Scripture  by  an  Animal  Painter  (afterwards 
(1886)  reproduced  as  Bible  Beasts  and  Birds),  Caw  Caw,  The  Pipits,  British  Birds, 
etc.,  etc.  Her  last  work  is  Birds  of  Moidart  (1895).5  She  has  also  designed 
several  stained-glass  windows,  e.g.,  one  of  the  Nativity  for  Glasgow  Cathedral,  and 
another  for  the  Episcopal  Chapel  at  Kinloch  Moidart.  Mrs.  Blackburn  has 
had  issue  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz  : — William,  born  1850,  called  to  the 
bar  at  the  Inner  Temple  1877,  m.  1887  Vere  Philippa  Savile  (daughter  of  the  Rev. 
the  Hon.  Arthur  Savile)  ;  Hugh,  born  1856,  Major  in  the  Buffs,  retired  1897  ; 
Alan,  b,  1865  ;  and  Margaret. 

Andrew   Wedderburn   [1821 — 1896],    afterwards   Wedderburn-Maxwell    of 

Middlebie  and  Glenlair,  youngest  but  ultimately  only  surviving  son  and  heir  of  James 
Wedderburn  and  Isabella  Clerk,  was  bom  at  31,  Heriot  Row,  Edinburgh,  16  Dec.   1821 

1  This  entry,  however,  wrongly  describes  her  birth  as  that  of  "  a  son." 

2  James  Hay  Mackenzie  was  born  in   1810,  and  admitted  a  W.S.  1  March  1831.     He  married  secondly, 

4  March  1863,  Selina  Jane  Norton,  widow  of  Donald  Hume  Macleod,  and  died  at  Edinburgh  16  Feb. 
1865.  See  the  History  of  Writers  to  H.M.  Signet,  where  it  is  stated  that  he  was  Keeper  of  the  Reg. 
of  Inhibitions  1844-65  and  Deputy-Keeper  of  the  Great  Se:d  1858-65. 

3  The  ring  of  1580,  described  in  the  chapter  on  the  family  arms  (post,  part  v.),  is  at  Killearn. 

*  Reprinted  in  Ruskin's  Arrows  of  the  t'hace,  ii.,  250-53  (1880).     Some  letters  from  Ruskin  and  also  one 

from  Thackeray  to  Mrs.  Blackburn  are  given  in  E.  C.  Clayton's  volume  (wt.  sup).  Her  paternal 
ancestry,  as  attempted  in  this  volume,  is  altogether  wrong. 

*  She  exhibited  one  picture  in  the  R.A.  of  1849,  and  has  from  time  to  time  contributed  to  the  R.S.A. 


THE     WEDDERBURN-MAXWELLS     OF     MIDDLEBIE. 


315 


The    Wedderburn-Maxwells  of  Middlebie,  showing  their  descent   from  James  Wedderburn,  Part  Hi. 
Solicitor-General  for  Scotland,  and  through  his  wife,  Isabella  Clerk,  from  the  Clerks  o/cbaP-  VIII> 
Penicuik,  Maxwells  of  Middlebie,  Irvings,  Uamiltons,  and  James  II.,  King  of  Scotland. 

James  II.  of  Scotland.=j=Marv,  daur.  of  the  Duke  of  Gueldres,  married  1449. 
I 
r J 

Mary,  married  1474.=pSir  James  Hamilton,  Lord  Hamilton. 


Janet,  daur.  of  Sir  David  Beaton.=j=James,  1st  Earl  of  Arran. 


James,  2nd  Earl  of  Arran  .=j=Margaret  Douglas,  daur.  of  James,  3rd  Earl  of  Morton. 


Other  issue  extinct  in  male  line. 


Claud  Hamilton,  ancestor  of  the=pMargaret,  dau.  of  Lord 
Dukes  of  Abercorn.  Seton. 


William,  Earl  of  Angus,  Marquis  of  Douglas.=j= Margaret  Hamilton, 


r 


Sir  John  Hamilton,=j=Jean  Douglas. 
Lord  Bargany. 

H 

Sir  Patrick=j=Anne 
Houstoun.    i  Hamilton. 

<- 1 

Sir  John  Inglis  of  Cra-=j=Anne 


William  Clerk,  burgess  of=f= 
Montrose,  d.  1620. 

r ' 

Mary,  dau.  of  Sir  William=j=Johu  Clerk  of 
Gray  of  Pittendrum.  |  Penicuik. 

H 

Elizabeth,  dau.  of=pSir  John  Clerk 


John  Maxwell  of =p 
Middlebie. 


Robert  Maxwell.1 


mond  Bt.,  d.  1688.  |  Houstoun.     Henry  Henderson.  I  of  Penicuik,  Bt. 


Dorothea1 
Ballantine. 


I 

=John 
Maxwell. 


2.  Janet=j=Sir     John=l.  Lady  Margaret 
Inglis.    I  Clerk  of           Stewart,  dau.   of 
I  Penicuik.         Earl  of  Galloway. 
. 1 . 


Sir  James  Clerk,=Elizabeth 
d.s.p.  1782.  Cleghorn. 


William=j=Agnes     Sarah=j=George 
Clerk.      I  Max-       Weir.  I  Irving  of 
|  well.  |  Newton. 

i— _  ' -.  -. 

George  Irving=rlsabella 
of  Newton.       j  Colquhoun. 


Janet^f=  Provost  Colqu- 
Inglis.    I  houn  of  Edin- 
|  burgh,  1738. 


Sir  George  C!erk=j=Dorothea  Clerk 
Maxwell,  d.  1784.  I  Maxwell. 


1.  Sir  John=Mary  Appleby, 
Clerk.  d.s.p.  1798. 


2.  George  Clerk, 
d.  unm. 


Sir  George  Clerk,=pMarion,  dau.  of 
b.  1787,  d.  1867.  |  Ewan  Law. 

The  Clerics  of  Penicuik. 


4.  William.  3.  James   Clerk ,=j=Janet   Irving, 

—  d.  1793  I  m.  1756. 

5  Robert. 

-H 

Isabella-i 


John  Clerk-Max-=j=Frances,  dau. 
well,  d.  1856.         |  of  Robert  Cay. 
L _, 

Katharine  Mary,  dau.=James   Clerk  - 
of  Dean  Dewar.  Maxwell,  F.R.S., 

d.s.p.  1879. 
The  Wedderburn- Maxwells. 


James  Wed- 
derburn, b. 
1814, d. unm. 
1863. 


Helen  Mary, 
dau.  of  Rev. 
H.  G.  Faus- 
sett  Osborne, 
m.  1891. 


George  Wed-  John  Wed-  Andrew  Wed- 
derburn, b.  derburn,  b.  derburn-Max- 
1817,d.unm.  1820,  d.s.p.  well.  b.  1821, 
1865.  1879.  d.  1896. 


=Joanna,dau.    Janetlsa- 


ofDr.James 
Keir,  m. 

1847. 


bella,  m. 
J.  H.Mc 
Kenzie. 


I 1 — 

:JamesAndrew  Harry  George=T=Jane  Trevel- 
Colvile  Wed-  Wedderburn,  I  yan,  dau.  of 
derburn-Max-     b.  1850.  |  D.    F.    Car- 

well,  b.  1849.  |  michael,  m. 

I  1881. 


Francis  Keir 
Wedderburn 
b.  1857,  d. 
1893,  unm. 


John  Wed- 
derburn- 
Maxwell, 
b.  1894. 


Henry  Godfrey 
Wedderburn- 
Maxwell,  b. 
1897. 


1.  Dorothy  Helen. 

2.  Maud. 


Charles  Car- 
michael  Wed- 
derburn, b. 
1882. 


Charles 
Alexander 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1858,  d. 
1882,  unm. 


Clerk, 
b.  1789, 
m.1813, 
d.  1865. 


— I 

Jean, 
m.  Peter 
Black- 
burn of 
Killearn. 


-James 
Wedder- 
burn, 
b.  1782, 
d.  1822. 


Jemima, 
m.  Hugh 
Black- 
burn of 
Roshven. 


1.  Alice. 

2.  Mary,  m.  1891 
Charles  Cannau. 


1.  Margaret  Joanna. 

2.  Beatrice  Aytoun. 

3.  Katharine  Anne. 


316  THE     WEDDERBURN     BOOK. 


Part  in.  (Scots'  May.  1822,  p.  137;  Blackwood,  p.  132).  He  was  educated  at  the  Edinburgh 
Chap.  vm.  Academy  and  at  Haileybury  College,  co.  Herts,  whence  he  entered,  in  1842,  the  Madras 
Civil  Service,  in  which  he  continued  for  thirty-six  years.  He  was  collector  and  magistrate 
of  several  of  the  largest  districts  in  the  Presidency,  1860-78,  and  at  the  close  of  his  time, 
was  asked  to  continue  for  a  year  in  order  to  assist  in  a  famine  with  the  experience  he  had 
acquired  on  two  such  occasions  previously,  after  which,  on  his  retirement  in  1878,  his 
career  was  favourably  noticed  by  the  Government.  In  1879  he,  in  right  of  his  mother, 
succeeded  his  cousin  James  Clerk-Maxwell,1  in  the  estate  of  Middlebie,  co.  Dumfries  and 
Glenlair,  co.  Kirkcudbright,  under  the  provisions  of  a  deed  of  entail,  and  thus  took  the 
name  and  arms  of  Maxwell  of  Middlebie  and  Glenlair  in  addition  to  his  own.2  He  died 
at  Bath,  12  May  1896,  and  is  buried  at  Corsock,  co.  Kirkcudbright.3 

He  married  at  Trinity  Chapel  (Episcopal),  Edinburgh,  14  Sept.  1847,  Joanna  Keir, 
second  daur.  of  James  Keir,  M.D.  (of  West  Rhynd,  Strathearn,  and  later  of  Lynedoch 
Place,  Edinburgh,  and  West  Bhynd  Lodge,  Musselburgh),  and  by  her  (living  at  Oxford  in 
1898)  had  issue  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 

1.  James  Andrew  Oolvile  Wedderburn,  who  succeeded  his  father.    See  post,  p.  317 

2.  Harry  George  Wedderburn,  born  at  Cuddapah  18  Nov.  1850;  baptized  there 

(Madr.  Bapt.,  Ind.  Off.  xxix.,  557) ;  educated  at  Glenalmond  and  at  Balliol  College, 
Oxford,  where  he  matriculated  21  Oct.  1869,  graduated  in  honours  and  took  the 
degrees  of  B.A.  (1874),  B.C.L.,  and  M.A.  (1879).  He  was  admitted  a  student  of 
the  Inner  Temple,  20  April  1870 ;  called  to  the  Bar,  Easter  Term  1875  ;  and  soon 
after  went  to  India,  where  he  practised  at  the  bar  in  Madras,  and  was  official 
trustee  and  acting  Advocate-General  of  the  High  Court  there. 

He  m.  at  S.  George's  Cathedral,  Madras,  29  Dec.  1881,  Jane  Trevelyan 
Carmichael,  youngest  daughter  of  David  Fremantle  Carmichael,  Esq.  (member  of 
Council,  Fort  S.  George),  by  whom  he  has  issue  a  son  and  three  daughters,  viz., 

Charles  Carmichael  Wedderburn,  born  in  Madras,  31  Dec.  1882. 

Margaret  Joanna  Wedderburn,  born  at  Ootacamund,  8  July  1884. 

Beatrice  Aytoun  Wedderburn,  born  at  S.  Andrew's,  Fife,  29  Dec.  1887. 

Katharine  Anne  Wedderburn,  born  at  Madras,  12  Oct.  1889. 

3.  Francis  Edward  Keir  Wedderburn,  born   on   board  the   s.s.  "  Columba,"  off 

Malta,  on  its  voyage  home  from  India,  11  March  1857;  baptized  at  S.  Paul's, 
Knightsbridge,  London  ;  educated  at  Clifton  College  and  at  Balliol  College,  Oxford, 
where  he  matriculated  19  Oct.  1878,  but,  passing  into  the  Civil  Service  of  India, 
did  not  proceed  to  a  degree.  Went  to  India  1880,  and  entered  the  Madras  Civil 
Service  ;  and  was  acting  assistant-resident  at  Mysore,  and  (1891)  special  assistant  to 
the  Collector  of  Gangam.  Died  unm.  at  Calingapatam,  Madras  Presidency,  India, 
2  Feb.  1893  (Times,  7  Feb.  1893). 

1  He  was  retoured  his  heir  of  tailzie  and  provision  15-18  March  1880  (R.H.  60,  four  retours). 

5  This  change  of  name,  etc.,  was  registered  in  the  Lyon  College  at  Edinburgh.  By  a  matriculation  of  arms, 
dated  10  Dec.  1879,  it  is  recited  that  Andrew  Wedderburn-Maxwell  of  Middlebie,  co.  Dumfries  and 
Glenlair  in  the  stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  was  fourth  but  eldest  surviving  son  and  heir  of  the  late 
James  Wedderburn  (and  Isabella  Clerk  his  wife),  who  was  third  son  of  James  Wedderburn  of  Inveresk, 
second  surviving  son  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  Baronet,  heir  male  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn 
first  Baronet  of  Blackness,  whose  Arms  are  recorded  anno  1705  in  the  Public  register  of  the  College  ; 
and  that  the  said  Isabella  Clerk  was  only  daughter  of  James  Clerk,  second  surviving  son  of  Sir 
George  Clerk  of  Penicuik,  co.  Edinburgh,  Bart.,  and  Dorothea  his  wife,  dau.  and  heir  of  William 
Clerk-Maxwell,  Advocate,  and  Agnes  his  wife,  dau,  and  heir  of  John  Maxwell  of  Middlebie  aforesaid  ; 
that  the  said  John  Maxwell,  by  deed  of  entail  9  June  1722  recorded  in  the  register  of  Tailzies 
30  June  1722,  conveyed  his  estate  of  Middlebie  in  favour  of  a  series  of  heirs  under  condition  that 
they  in  all  time  after  their  succession  be  obliged  to  bear  and  use  the  surname,  arms,  and  designation 
of  Maxwell  of  Middlebie  as  their  proper  arms,  surname,  and  designation  ;  that  John  Clerk  Maxwell 
aforesaid  left  one  son,  James  Clerk  Maxwell,  who  d.  s.p.  5  Nov.  1879,  whereupon  the  succession 
opened  to  the  said  Andrew  Wedderburn-Maxwell,  etc.,  etc."  The  matriculation  then  confirms  to 
Andrew  Wedderburn-Maxwell  and  his  descendants  the  following  arms,  viz  : — Quarterly  1st  and  4th 
Argent,  a  saltire  sable,  in  chief  a  mullet  gules,  within  a  bordure  Azure  for  Maxwell,  2nd  and  3rd  Argent, 
a  Chevron  between  three  roses  Gules  barbed  Vert  for  Wedderburn.  Above  the  shield  is  placed  a  helmet 
of  his  degree,  with  a  mantling  gules  doubled  Argent  and  upon  wreaths  of  the  proper  liveries  are  set 
the  two  following  crests,  vizt.,  dexter  a  Stag  lodged  in  front  of  a  holly-tree  proper  (and  above,  the 
motto  "  Reviresco  ")  for  Maxwell  ;  and  sinister  an  Eagle's  head  erased  proper  (and  above,  the  motto 
"  N'on  Degener ")  for  Wedderburn.  In  testimony,  etc.,  George  Burnet,  Lyon.  (Extracted  with 
some  abbreviations  from  the  original  at  Glenlair). 

3  A  portrait  of  him,  set.  21,  is  at  Glenlair,  where  there  are  also  two  crayon  portraits  of  himself  and  his  wife 
in  later  years. 
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4.  Charles  Alexander  Wedderburn,  born  at  Gracefield,  Ardrisaig,  15  Nov.  1858,  Partm. 
and  there  baptized  ;  educated  at  Glenalmond  and  Sandhurst ;  obtained  his  com-  chaP-  vm- 
mission  in  the  18th  Regiment  (Royal  Irish)  1879  ;  but  died  of  a  rapid  decline, 
following  on   a  chill,   at  Glenlair,  12  Nov.    1882.     Buried  at  Corsock,  co.  Kirk- 
cudbright. 
Of  the  daughters, 

1.  Alice  Wedderburn  was  born  at  Cuddapah  10  Dec.  1853 ;  baptized  there  (Madr. 

Bapt.,  Ind.  Of.,  xxxii,  11).     Living  (1898)  at  Oxford. 

2.  Mary  Wedderburn,  twin  with    her   brother  Francis  Edward   Keir  (see  above)  ; 

born  11  March  1857;  baptized  at  S.  Paul's,  Knightsbridge ;  m.  18  Dec.  1891  at 
Corsock  parish  church,  co.  Kirkcudbright,  Charles  Cannan,  son  of  David  Cannan 
and  fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford,  and  has  had  issue  four  daughters,  all  born 
and  baptized  at  Oxford,  viz.,  Margaret  Dorothea,  born  21  Nov.  1893  ;  Frances  Keir, 
born  14  Oct.,  died  27  Dec.  1894  ;  May  Wedderburn,  twin  with  Frances  Keir;  and 
Joanna  Maxwell,  born  27  May  1896. 

James  Andrew  Golvile  Wedderburn-Maxwell  was  born  at  Cuddapah,  Madras, 
India,  5  Feb.  1849;  baptized  at  Cuddapah  (Madr.  Bapt.,  Ind.  Off.,  xxviii.,  58),  and 
educated  at  Glenalmond  and  Sandhurst.  He  entered  the  army  (54th  Regiment)  1869, 
and  later  joined  the  Bengal  Staff  corps,  and  served  in  the  3rd  regiment  of  infantry,  Punjab 
frontier  force,  on  the  disbandment  of  which  he  was  appointed  to  the  2nd  Bengal  native 
infantry.  He  served  in  the  Burmese  war,  1885-87  (medal  and  clasp),  and,  having  attained 
the  rank  of  major,  retired  in  1890.  He  succeeded  to  Glenlair  on  the  death  of  his  father 
in  1896,  when  he  assumed  the  additional  name  of  Maxwell. 

He  married  at  S.  Michael's  Church,  Hartlip,  29  Oct.  1891,  Helen  Mary  Paussett- 
Osborne  (eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Henry  G.  Godfrey  Faussett-Osborne  of  Hartlip 
Place,  near  Sittingbourne,  co.  Kent,  and  Vicar  of  Littleton,  co.  Worcester),  by  whom  he 
has  issue  two  sons, 

1.  John  Wedderburn-Maxwell,1  born  at  Crismill,  Bearsted,  co.  Kent,  20  July  1894, 

and  there  baptized. 

2.  Henry  Godfrey  Wedderburn-Maxwell,  born   at  Glenlair   31   July  1897,  and 

baptized  at  the  Episcopal  Church  at  S.  Niniau's,  Castle  Douglas, 
and  two  daughters, 

1.  Dorothy  Helen  Wedderburn-Maxwell,  born  at  Crismill   20  Aug.   1892,   and 

baptized  at  Bearsted. 

2.  Maud  Wedderburn-Maxwell,   born    at   Glenlochar    House,    Glenlochar,   Castle 

Douglas,  11  Oct.  1895,  and  baptized  there  at  the  Episcopal  Church  of  S.  Ninian's. 


1  He  and  his  sister  were,  however,  born  before  their  father's  succession  to  Middlebie  and  Glenlair  and 
consequent  change  of  name. 


PART     III. 

Chapter     IX. 

Part  in.     Robert  Wedderburn  of   Pearsie   (second  son   of  Sir   Alexander,   fourth  baronet 
Chap  ix.  0F  Blackness)  and  his  descendants. 

Now  represented  in  male  line  by  the  descendants  of  Sir  James  Webster-  Wedderburn,  and  in 
female  line  by  the  Maclagan-  Wedderburns  of  Pearsie.  (See  pedigrees  opposite  and  at 
p.  SSI.) 

Robert  Wedderburn1  [1708-86],  afterwards  of  Pearsie,  fifth  but  second  surviving 
son  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Katharine  Scott,  was  born,  no  doubt,  at  Dundee 
13  Feb.  (Bl.  11),  and  was  there  baptized  16  Feb.  1708  (D.B.  59). 

He  is  named,  5  Jan.  1723,  as  witness  to  a  bill  protested  by  his  father  (D.D.  91),  and 
25  Dec.  1725,  as  witness  to  a  sasine  following  on  a  bond  of  provision  by  Sir  Alexander  in 
favour  of  Katharine  Scott  (F.S.  97).  In  the  latter  document  Robert  is  described  as 
"  servitor  to  John  Mercer,  writer  in  Perth,"  with  whom  he  had  thus  been  studying  for  the 
profession  of  the  law.  He  is  named  as  the  writer  of  a  disposition  10  Aug.  1726  (D.D.  96), 
and  as  "  writer  in  Forfar  "  5  Oct.  in  that  year  (R.D.  341).  Thereafter  he  is  often2  referred 
to  as  "notary  "  or  writer  in  Forfar,  up  to  7  April  1738,  when  he  became  sheriff  clerk  of 
Forfar,  being  described  in  the  appointment  (orig.  at  Pearsie)  as  "  well  affected  to  His 
Majesty's  person  and  government."  He  used  no  symbol,  but  had  as  his  notarial  motto 
"Libertas  optima  rerum "  (S.W.  569;  F.S.  102-3,  105).  After  his  appointment  he  is 
generally  designed  as  "sheriff  clerk  of  Forfar,"  e.g.,  27  Dec.  1738  (D.D.  108);  12  May 
1739  (D.B.R.  516)  ;  11  Aug.  in  that  year,  when  he  writes  and  witnesses  the  marriage 
contract  of  his  sister  Katharine  (S.W.  568)  ;  8  July  1740,  when  he  gives  a  bond  to  Dr. 
John  Edward  for  a  charge  on  Pearsie  (F.S.  110),  and,  24  Sept.  1744,  when  he  is  cautioner 
to  a  bond  by  his  brother,  Thomas  Wedderburn  in  Inverness  (S.W.  576).  He  was  also 
appointed,  6  Sept.  1741,  substitute  deputy  by  William  Maule,  Earl  of  Panmure,  then 
Admiral-Depute  of  parts  of  Mearns  and  Angus  (orig.  appointment  at  Pearsie),  and  likewise 
acted  for  many  years  as  agent  for  John,  Earl  of  Airlie.3 

In  1 745  he  raised  recruits  for  the  Glen  Proason  Company,  which  formed  part  of  the 
second  battalion  of  David,  Lord  Ogilvy's  regiment,  to  which  Pearsie's  brother,  Sir  John, 
and  his  eldest  son  were  attached  (ante,  p.  288).  When,  after  Culloden,  Lord  Ogilvy 
sought  shelter  in  Angus,  Pearsie  received  him  and  furnished  horses  for  his  escape,  a  matter 
to  which  Lord  Ogilvy  refers  in  a  letter  (orig.  formerly  at  Pearsie),  dated  from  Paris  20  Feb. 
1751,  and  signed,  no  doubt  for  safety,  "J.  Douglas,"  in  which  he  assures  Pearsie  that  he 
never  can  forget  the  services  he  rendered  him  in  the  '45. 4 

At  the  time  of  Lord  Ogilvy:s  escape  (writes  J.W.  in  his  MS.),  Cortachy  Castle,  Lord 
Airlie's  chief  seat,  was  occupied  by  Captain  Hewett  and  a  party  of  the  Government  troops, 
which  was  replaced  by  another  detachment  under  "  one  of  the  most  noted  of  these  military 
robbers,"  Captain  Hamilton  of  S.  George's  Dragoons.5  This  individual  sent  a  sergeant's 
party  to  the  house  of  Pearsie,  where  they  lived  at  free  quarters  for  several  weeks,  and 
committed  great  violence  among  the  tenantry. 

I  may  here  best  quote  the  account  of  Pearsie's  connection  with  the  '45,  given  in  the 
memorandum  taken  down  by  J.W.  from  the  mouths  of  Pearsie's  son  and  daughter,  from 
which  I  have  already  quoted  some  other  passages  (ante,  pp.  265,  282  and  288,  note  2). 

1  Synopsis  of  References :— S.W.  568-69,  576,  586-87.  589,  591,  594,  602,  607-10,  615,  717  ;  Bl.  11,  33,  62, 
93  ;  J.W.  46,  50,  69,  110  ;  D.G.  102  ;  D.P.B.  584,  598,  600,  601,  602;  D.B.R.  516  ;  D.D.  91,  96, 
102,  108,  115,  122,  133-34,  137-38, 140-41  ;  D.Dee.  S8-89. 102  ;  D.M.D.  53,  63,  65  ;  G  S.R.  142  ;  F.S. 
97-98,  102-103,  105,  109-10,  119,  125  ;  R.D.  318,  330,  341,  342  d,  399  ;  RA.D.  162,  176  ;  Br.T.  27  ; 
D.B.  59  ;  D.M.  24,  29. 

-  e.g.,  30  May  1727,  when  attorney  for  his  brother-in-law,  Alexander  Read  (F.S.  98)  ;  29  Aug.  1729,  when 
he  gets  a  factory  from  James  Paterson  of  Craigie  (R.D.  330)  ;  16  Sept.  1729,  notary  to  a  bill  protested 
by  his  father  (D.D.  102)  ;  3  Nov.  1729,  writes  a  sasine  (F.S.  103)  ;  4  July  1730,  appointed  factor  for 
the  creditors  of  Gray  of  Innerichtie  (RD.  318  ;  R.A.D.  162)  ;  4  Sept.  1734  (D-Dec.  88,  89)  ;  2  Nov. 
1736,  witness  to  a  bond  by  his  father  and  eldest  brother  (R.D.  342  d). 

'■'    JW.'s  MS.  ex   rel.  David  Graham,  afterwards  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  post.  p.  327. 

J  In  this  same  letter,  which  is  quoted  in  J.W.'s  MS.,  Lord  Ogilvy  regrets  his  absence  from  Paris  during 
the  visit  of  Miss  Read,  the  artist  and  Pearsie's  niece  (ante,  p.  262)  to  that  city. 

5  See  Chevalier  de  Johnstone's  Memoirs,  1745-46,  pp.  42-43.  "On  Nov.  8,  1746  Captain  Hamilton  was 
tried  and  condemned  to  make  restitution  to  several  of  those  he  had  robbed  and  plundered.  Suclx 
was  the  terror  of  the  Government  soldiery,  even  among  the  adherents  of  the  Establishment,  that  it 
took  all  the  firmness  of  the  president  of  the  Court  of  Session,  Duncan  Forbes  of  Culloden,  to  secure 
a  verdict  against  the  vagabond  ;  the  effect  of  which  was  that  many  similar  actions  were  sustained 
against  the  officers  of  Cumberland's  army  "  (J.W.'s  MS.) 
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Pedigree  showing  descents  from  Robert  Wedderbxcrn  of  Pearsie  and  Isobel  Edward, 

1708—1897. 

Robert  Wedderbum,  second  surviving=j=Isobell   Edward,  daughter   and   heiress 


Part  III. 

Chap.  IX. 


son  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderbum 
(ante,  p.  261),  b.  1708,  d.  1786,  buried 
in  Dundee. 


of  David  Edward    of  Pearsie,  b.   1718, 
in.  1738,  d.  1788,  buried  in  Dundee. 


John        Anne— Charles=Eliza      David    Elizabeth   Wedder-   Katharine: 
Wed-      Read,     Wedder-    Rat-       Wed-      burn,    b.    1746,    d.  Wedder- 
der-        dau.of   burn  of      tray,       der-        1825.     She  married  burn,  b. 
burn,      John      Pearsie,     dau.of    burn-     James   Graham    of  1751,  d. 
b.1744,  Read     b.  1748,     David    Web-     Meathie    and    Bal-  1793. 
d  unm.  ofCair-  d.  1829.     Rat-       ster.       muir  and  had  issue. 
17S7.      ney,m.  tray,  -J/       Two    of    her   sons, 

1787,  d.s.p.       post,    David    and    John, 

d.s.p.  1823.    p.  329.    succeeded  to  Pear- 

1789.  sie    and    took    the 

name    of    Wedder- 
bum, but  died  unm. 
See  post,    pp.   322, 
Stewart  Family.  327. 


Robert        Isabel=j=Rev.  James 


Stewart  Wedder- 
M.D.,of  burn,  b. 
Dun-  1753,  d. 
dee.         1795. 


Stormonth 
ofKinclune. 
d.  1809. 


I 


I  I  I 

James        Isobel  Margar-  Elizabeth1 

Stewart,    Stewart,  et,  twin  Stewart, 

b.  1782,     b.  1783,  with  b.  1786, 

d.  1839      d.  1834  Eliza-  d.  1854, 

unm.  unm.  beth,  d.  m.  1813. 

inf. 


Stormonth 


Family. 


Alexander 
Stormonth, 
b.   1790,  d. 
1839. 


1.  Isabella,  d.  unm. 

2.  Elizabeth,  m.  Dr. 
Maxwell.  -^ 

3.  Katharine,  m.  Dr. 
Fraser.  -^ 


1 — I — I — 

4.  Jean,  d.  unm. 


5.  Graham,  d.  unm. 

6.  Margaret,  m.  Rev.  D. 
Carment.  -^ 


Stormonth-     Wedderbum. 


James  Stor-= ,    dau. 

month,  b.  of  Rev.  David 
1816,  d.s.p.  Inglisof Loch- 
1851.  lee. 


Katharine  Stormonth,  =j=Rev.  James 


b.  1814,  d.  1891,  m. 
1834,  succeeded  to 
Pearsie  and  assumed 
the  name  of  Wedder- 
bum in  1870. 


Maclagan-  Wedderbums     of  Pearsie, 


Maclagan, 
b.  1788,  d. 
1852. 


Isabella  Stor-=r=John  Watt 


month, b.  1817, 
d.  1861,  m. 
1836. 


of  Meathie. 


See  p.  324,  n.  6. 


1.  James 

2.  Alexan-=f=Anne 

Stuart- 

der  Stor- 

Ogilvie, 

Macla- 

month 

dau.  of 

gan,  b. 
1836,  d. 

Maclagan- 
Wedder- 

John 
Ogilvie, 

1855. 

burn    of 

m. 

— 

Pearsie, 

1865. 

3.  Patrick  b.  1840. 

Dugald 
Macla- 

gan, b. 

1842,d. 

1854. 

6.Joseph  1.  Elizabeth,  m.    4.  John  Mac-=j=Helen      5.  Laurence=j=Gertrude 

Robert  1872,  David            lagan  Wed-    I  Forrest,    Craigie         1  Elizabeth 

Maclagan  Shier,  M.D.  derburn,  b.      m.  1881.    Maclagan     |  Maxwell, 

Wedder-  1844.                                Wedder-      ]  m.  1880. 

burn,  b.  2.  KathariueAnne,             | — | — | — ( — | — | — ,        burn,  b. 

1850, 

unm. 

1898. 


i   i   i   i  "r~r~i 

m.  1864.  Rev.  D.     1.  James,  b.  1882.  1846. 

rx+TT 
2.  Alexander  Stormonth,     1.  James,  b.  1881. 


Macalister.  -^ 


3.  Isabella    Stor- 
month, unm. 
1898. 


b.  1884. 
3.  John,  b.  1886. 


4.  Mary  Christian     4.  David  Shier,  b.  1889. 
Foote,unm.l898. 

5.  Laurence,  b.  1894. 
and 

1.  a  dau.,  b.  and  d.  1888 

2.  a  dau.,  Helen. 


2.  Maxwell,b.l883. 

3.  Laurence  Dal- 
rymple,  b.  1885. 

4.  Robert  Shier,  b. 
1893. 

and 
Margaret. 


n 

].  James,  b. 
and  d.  1866. 

3.  Alexander 
Stormonth, 
b.andd.1874. 


2.  John 
Ogilvie, 
b.  1869. 

4.  George, 
b.  1875. 


5.  Laurence 
Craigie, 

b-  1877. 

6.  Charles 
William, 
b.  1880. 


TT 

7.  Joseph 
Henry, 
b.  1882. 

8.Ernest, 
b.  1884. 


1.  Anne  Maxwell. 

2.  Katharine  Stor- 
month. 

3.  Rachel,  b.  1872, 
d.  1888. 


4.  Elizabeth. 

5.  Edith. 

6.  Isobel. 
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Part  III.  "  Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  (he  says)  next  brother  to  Sir  John  and  uncle  to  young 

Chap.  IX.  gn.  jonn  last  named,  raised  the  Glen  Proason  Company  of  men  for  Lord  Ogilvy's  second 
battalion.  His  lordship  made  his  escape  on  Pearsie's  horses,  and  to  his  interference  with 
McArthur  young  Sir  John  owed  his  safety.  A  Mr.  Ross  was  minister  at  Kingoldrum  at  that 
time,  and  was  first  asked  to  shelter  Sir  John — Pearsie  having  got  from  John,  Earl  of  Airlie, 
the  churches  both  for  Ross  and  for  McArthur — but  he  refused,  saying  that,  though  he 
had  acquired  his  living  through  Pearsie,  he  did  not  mean  to  lose  it  by  him.  All  these 
circumstances  brought  Pearsie  under  suspicion,  and  Captain  Hamilton,  then  occupying 
Cortachy  Castle  with  a  detachment  of  the  Government  troops,  sent  a  sergeant's  party,  who 
took  possession  of  the  house  at  Pearsie  and  lived  there  for  some  time  at  free  quarters. 
Pearsie  sought  shelter  in  the  hills,  where  he  remained  for  many  weeks  undiscovered 
through  the  faithfulness  of  his  servants,  until  he  obtained  a  protection  from  the  Lord 
Justice  Clerk.  With  this  he  proceeded  to  attend  a  county  meeting  at  Forfar,  where  his 
arrest  by  Captain  Hamilton  was  rendered  ineffectual  by  the  production  of  his  protection. 
A  lad  of  17  years  of  age,  by  name  Charles  Webster,  one  of  the  Glen  Proason  Company, 
was  tried  for  his  life  and  condemned,  refusing  to  implicate  Pearsie,  though  offered  a  free 
pardon  if  he  would  do  so.1  He  was,  however,  only  imprisoned,  and  returning  to  Pearsie, 
settled  there  and  left  descendants,  his  last  surviving  daughter  having  been  a  servant  to 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  or  Graham  of  Balmuir,  from  whom  and  from  Charles,  now  of 
Pearsie,  this  narrative  was  collected." 

The  hill  on  which  Pearsie  hid  was,  of  course,  Catlaw.  The  protection  order,  dated 
20  July  1746,  is  still  preserved  at  Pearsie,  and,  as  it  describes  Robert  Wedderburn 
as  Sheriff  Clerk  of  Angus,  it  is  clear  that  he  must  have  retained  his  office  throughout 
the  troubles  of  the  time.2  After  this  protection  he  was  no  farther  endangered  for  his 
share  in  the  '45,  though  other  efforts  were  made  to  implicate  him. 

1  "  Charles  Webster,  one  of  Pearsie's  recruits,  a  youth  of  18,  was  condemned  to  death,  but  offered  free 
pardon  if  he  would  implicate  the  person  who  enlisted  him.  This  he  declined,  and  very  many  having 
suffered,  his  sentence  was  commuted  to  one  of  imprisonment.  When  that  was  over  he  returned  to 
Pearsie  where  he  died  at  an  advanced  aged.  One  of  his  daughters  was  nurse  to  Robert,  second  son  of 
Graham  of  Meathie."     (Note  to  J.W.'s  MS.) 

The  following  certificate,  however,  among  the  papers  still  at  Pearsie,  seems  hardly  consistent 
with  the  above  note: — "I  do  hereby  certify  that  at  the  special  sessions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and 
Gaol  delivery  in  and  for  the  County  of  York  on  Wednesday  the  20tB  day  of  August  1746  Charles 
Webster  was  indicted  for  High  Treason  in  Levying  Warr  against  His  Majesty  and  on  the  6th  day  of 
October  1746  the  said  Charles  Webster  was  tried  by  a  Jury  of  the  said  County  and  Acquitted  of  the 
same.     Witness  my  hand  7th  October  1746.     John  Kuottsford  Clerk  of  [hole  in  paper]. 

-  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  document: — "By  the  Right  Honourable  Andrew  Fletcher,  Lord 
Justice  Clerk. — 

Whereas  Robert  Wedderburn  of  Persie,  Sheriff  Clerk  of  Angus,  did  give  in  a  petition  to  me 
setting  furth  that  he  had  been  accused  of  having  a  Letter  directed  to  him  by  some  of  the  Rebells 
who  made  their  Escape  to  Bergen  in  Norway  and  thereby  suspected  of  keeping  a  Correspondence 
with  the  Rebells  against  his  rnajestie's  Government  and  that  he  was  Informed  that  a  warrant  was 
intended  to  be  execute  against  him  on  that  account  And  further  Setting  furth  That  he  beged  leave 
to  Declare  that  he  never  did  Correspond  with  any  of  the  said  Rebells  since  the  Commencement  of 
the  present  unnaturall  and  wicked  Rebellion  nor  did  he  assist  them  with  money  nor  had  he  any 
Concern  in  answering  their  Draughts  directly  or  Indirectly  and  also  Setting  furth  That  as  for  his 
own  Behaviour  during  this  unnaturall  and  wicked  Rebellion  he  therewith  produced  a  Certificat  under 
the  hand  of  Mr.  Alexander  Scott  Minister  of  the  Gospell  att  Kingoldrum  within  whose  parish  he 
resides  dated  the  ffourteenth  Current  whereby  the  said  Mr.  Alexander  Scott  Certified  That  during 
the  late  wicked  and  unnaturall  Rebellion  the  said  Robert  Wedderburn  did  not  bear  arms  nor  join 
the  Eebellion  in  any  Shape  so  far  as  he  knew  or  had  heard  But  lived  mostly  at  home  in  a  peaceable 
and  quiet  manner  and  during  these  Seven  years  that  he  resided  in  said  parish  attended  the  Kirk 
there  and  also  during  the  time  of  the  said  wicked  Rebellion  and  Therefore  Craving  that  I  would  take 
his  case  into  Consideration  And  in  respect  thereof  to  Discharge  the  executing  of  any  warrant  against 
him  for  and  on  Account  of  the  said  alledged  Crime  And  by  my  Interloquitor  of  this  date  having 
considered  the  said  petition  with  the  Letter  directed  to  the  said  Robert  Wedderburn  from  Bergen  in 
Norway  which  was  Transmitted  to  me  by  the  Honourable  Sir  Everard  Faukener  pursuant  to  His 
Royall  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  his  Commands  and  the  Certificat  above  narrated  under  the 
hand  of  the  said  Mr.  Alexander  Scott  produced  with  the  said  petition  discharged  the  executing  of 
auv  warrant  against  him  for  and  on  Account  of  the  said  Crimes  Alledged  against  him  Upon  his  finding 
Sufficient  Baill  or  Caution  to  answer  to  any  Complaint  Lybell  or  Indictment  that  may  be  brought 
against  him  before  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary  or  any  other  proper  and  Competent  Court  in  law 
at  any  time  within  the  Space  of  Twelve  Months  from  and  after  this  date  for  the  said  Crimes  Alledged 
against  him  And  for  his  good  Behaviour  during  said  space  Under  the  penalty  of  Two  hundred 
pounds  Sterling  money  in  case  of  ffaillie  These  therefore  Certify  and  Declare  that  the  said  Robert 
Wedderburn  has  found  Baill  and  Caution  Conform  to  and  in  Terms  of  the  foresaid  Interloquitor 
Given  att  Edinburgh  the  Thirtieth  day  of  July  1746."— And.  Fletcher. 
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After  the  '45  Pearsie  thus  resumed  the  duties  of  his  office  as  sheriff  clerk  of  Forfar,  Part  lu- 
and  is  so  designed  on  many  occasions.1  He  is  also  named  as  one  of  those  nominated  as  caaP-  Ix~ 
tutors  and  curators  to  his  children,  19  Nov.  1753,  by  David  Scrymgeour  of  Birkhill  (S.W. 
587);  as  witness  to  a  discharge  by  his  mother,  15  July  1754  (ib.  589),  and  to  another, 
19  Sept,  by  his  nephew,  David  Read  (ib.  591).  He  also,  26  April  1756,  granted  a 
discharge  to  David  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk  (ib.  594) ;  and  24  Sept.,  witnessed  a  sasine  by 
him  (F.S.  119).  There  is  a  letter  to  him  from  Katharine  Dunbar  (wife  of  his  brother 
Thomas,  post,  chap,  x.),  dated  20  March  1760,  in  which  she  thanks  him  for  his  kindness  to 
one  of  her  sons  (J.W.  69).  He  was  executor  to  his  aunt,  Margaret  Balfour,  relict  of  his 
uncle,  the  doctor,  10  April  1765  (Br.T.  27),  under  whose  will  he  had  been  a  legatee  for  £500 
(D.D.  133).  He  is  also  named  as  a  substitute  in  the  Great  Seal  charter  and  entail 
of  Idvies,  6  Aug.,  27  Dec.  1766  (G.R.S.  142  ;  F.S.  125).  Among  the  latest  references  to 
him  is  a  disposition,  17  May  1785,  by  Mrs.  Ann  Fletcher  (wife  of  Captain  Alexander  Read 
of  Logie)  to  him  and  his  wife  of  a  flat  in  Miln's  Buildings  in  the  Nethergait  of  Dundee, 
of  which  he  got  sasine  the  same  day  (D.P.B.  598  ;  D.D.  134).= 

In  1779,  Jan.  15,  he  appears  to  have  sold  the  estate  of  Pearsie,  with  the  consent  of 
his  wife  and  his  eldest  son,  to  his  second  son,  Charles,  for  a  sum  to  be  paid  at  the  first 
term  after  his  death  and  to  be  used  in  satisfying  bonds  of  provision  then  made  by  him  in 
favour  of  his  three  daughters  and  his  youngest  son,  the  residue  of  his  estate  going  to  his 
eldest  son,  John,  who,  however,  did  not  long  survive  him  (D.D.  137). 

He  died  at  Pearsie  19  Feb.  1786,  and  was  buried,  22  Feb.,  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee 
(J.W.  50 ;  D.M.D.  63). 3  There  are  two  portraits  of  him  at  Pearsie,  one  in  early  life  and 
one  in  age.  The  latter  is  said  to  have  been  painted  in  London  in  1784,  and  is,  I  believe, 
by  Opie,  as  another  precisely  similar  picture  of  Pearsie  by  that  artist  is  at  Birkhill.  Repro- 
ductions of  both  these  pictures  are  given  opposite  this  and  the  preceding  page 

He  had  married  at  Dundee,  1  Feb.  1738  (by  banns  27  Jan.  preceding),  Isobel 
Edward,  heiress  of  Pearsie  (D.M.  24).  The  marriage  contract,4  describing  the  bride  as 
only  daughter  of  the  deceased  David  Edward,  second  son  of  the  late  John  Edward  of 
Persy,  and  heir  retoured  to  her  uncle  Thomas  Edward  of  Persy,  is  dated  30  Jan.;  and 
sasine  following  on  it  was  registered   8  April  (F.S.  109).5     She  was  born  12  Nov.  1718 

1  e.g.,  8  June  1748,  witness  (D.P.B.  584)  ;  29  Nov.  1748,  curator  for  Grizel  Scott,  a  relative  no  doubt  on 
his  mother's  side  (D.D.  115  ;  and  cp.  D.Dec.  102,  s.d.  21  June  1749)  ;  17  Jan.  1749,  named  re  the 
affairs  of  Gray  of  Innerichtie  (R.A.D.  176)  ;  7  Aug.  1752  re  the  affairs  of  David  VVedderburu  of  that 
ilk  (S.W.  586)  ;  13  Sept.  1753,  witness  (D.D.  122)  :  21  Jan.  1766,  on  the  inquest  for  serving  Grizel 
Wedderburn  heir  to  her  brother  David  (S.W.  607-10) ;  2  June  1766,  witness  to  the  marriage  contract 
of  Agatha  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  287  ;  Bl.  33)  ;  27  Feb.  1771,  godfather  to  John,  sou  of  Sir  John 
Wedderburn  of  Balindeau  and  Ladv  Margaret  Ogilvy  (ante,  p.  293;  Bl.  93). 

5  See  for  other  slight  references  of  him  S.W.  602,  615  ;  Bl.  62  ;  D.C.  102  :  R.D.  399 ;  and  the  Journals 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  8  Geo.  Ill,,  vol.  xxxii.,  38  a,  47  I,  49  a,  55  a  b,  126  a  b,  127  a,  where  a  case  to 
which  lie  was  a  party  is  mentioned.  There  are  some  references  to  him  after  his  death  in  connection 
with  his  children. 

3  See  also  Scots'  May.  1786,  p.  103,  where,  however,  both  date  and  place  are  wrongly  given  as  "  12  Feb.  at 

Dundee."  That  the  date  is  correctly  given  above  is  clear  both  from  D.M.D.  63  and  from  the  inscrip- 
tion on  Pearsie's  tomb,  while  that  the  place  was  Pearsie  and  not  Dundee  would  seem  clear  from  a  note 
to  J.W. '8  MS.,  where,  on  the  authority  of  David  Graham-Wedderburn  of  Pearsie  (post,  p.  327)  he 
says,  "  In  the  S.W.  corner  of  the  garden  at  Pearsie  there  is  a  small  piece  of  consecrated  ground 
surrounded  by  a  hedge,  where  a  chapel  stood  at  a  remote  period.  When  Pearsie  died  in  1 786  lie  was 
to  have  been  buried  there  had  the  weather  prevented  his  remains  being  conveyed  to  Dundee." 

4  The  marriage  contract  describes  him  as  writer  in  Forfar  ;    the  marriage  register  as  "  shiriff  clerk  of 

Forfar,"  although  his  appointment  is  not  dated  till  7  April  1738.  Probably  his  father  retired  from 
the  sheriff-clerkship  on  Kobert's  marriage,  and  Robert  at  once  took  up  the  duties  while  the  formal 
appointment  was  being  made  out. 

5  The  estate  of  Persy  or  Pearsie  (says  J.W.)  had  in  1584  belonged  to  the  Campbells,  and  was,  in  common 

with  other  of  their  lands  in  the  country,  church  plunder,  being  attached  to  the  Abbey  of  Goupar. 
A  curious  incident  relates  to  the  succession  of  Isobel  Edward  to  the  property.  She  was  the  grand- 
daughter of  John  Edward  of  Pearsie,  who  died  in  23  Sept.  1721,  having  had  issue  five  sons,  Thomas, 
David,  Alexander,  Andrew  and  John.  Of  these  both  Thomas  and.  David  were  drowned,  in  their  father's 
lifetime,  in  fording  the  waters  of  the  Acharroch,  Caratie  or  Crombie  (for  the  stream  has  various 
names  at  various  spots),  one  of  them  having  gone  to  the  aid  of  the  other.  Thomas  was  unmarried, 
but  David  had  married  and  left  a  daughter  Isobel.  On  the  death  of  their  father,  the  third  son, 
Alexander,  took  possession  of  the  estate,  but  his  right  to  it  was  disputed  on  behalf  of  Isobel.  The 
succession  depended  on  which  of  the  two  elder  brothers  had  died  first.  Their  death  had  occurred 
on  the  evening  of  a  winter's  day,  and  it  was  ill  proving  which  had  been  last  seen  alive.  If  Thomas 
were  the  survivor,  Alexander  succeeded ;  if  David,  his  daughter  Isobel,  and  this,  after  a  law  suit 
lasting  six  years,  she  at  length  succeeded  in  proving  (Note  to  this  effect  among  J.W.'s  papers,  marked 
"  Taken  down  in  June  1822  from  Pearsie's  dictation  ").  Mr.  J.  R.  Maclagan- Wedderburn  tells  me 
that  he  has  always  understood  that  the  spot  where  the  brothers  were  drowned  was  near  the  junction 

2  s 
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Part  in.     (J.W.  46)  and  died  Jan.  1788,  when  she  was  buried  with  her  husband  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee 
chap.  ix.  (D.M.D.  6o).i    By  her  will,  dated  2  Feb.   1787,  and  registered  at  Dundee  9  Jan.  1788, 

she  leaves  all  her  property  equally  among  her  three  daughters  (D.D.   138).     A  portrait 

of  her,  with  one  of  her  children  on  her  knee,  is  at  Pearsie,  and  is  reproduced  opposite. 

By  her  Robert  Wedderburn  had  issue,  in  addition  to  a  child  who  died  soon  after  its  birth,2 

three  sons  and  three  daughters.     The  sons  were, 

1.  John  Wedderburn.     See  post,  p.  325. 

2.  Charles  Wedderburn,  who  succeeded  to  Pearsie  on  the  death  of  his  father.     See 

post,  p.  325. 

3.  David  Wedderburn   or   Webster   (for   he   assumed   the   latter   name),    whose 

descendants  took  up  the  male  representation  of  Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie  on 
the  death  of  Charles  Wedderburn  in  1829.     See  post,  p.  329. 

The  daughters  were, 

1.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,3  born  at  Dundee  1  June  1746  (J.W.  46) ;  died  13  Sept. 
1825  (ib.  53-54),  and  was  buried  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee.4  She  married  James 
Graham  of  Meathie  and  Balmuir,  co.  Angus,  and  by  him,  who  died  in  1792,  had 
issue  four  sons,  viz.  :  (1)  James  Graham  of  Meathie  and  Balmuir,  born  1774.  He 
went  into  business  in  London  in  1794  (S.W.  679),  and  is  named  as  being  so  occupied 
there  in  his  discharge  of  his  curators,  9  June  1795  (D.D.  146)  ;  took  the  name  of 
Webster,  pursuant  to  the  will  of  his  relative,  Dr.  Thomas  Webster,5  in  1816  (H.C.R. 
v  c).     He  married  in  London  in  1823  Elizabeth  Ramsay,  by  whom  he  had  issue  three 

of  the  Prosen  with  the  Cally  Burn,  where  the  old  glen  road  crossed  the  river  by  a  ford,  and  there 
was  an  inn,  the  ruins  of  which  may  still  be  seen  at  Pearsie.  He  adds  that  the  above  statement  as  to 
Isobel's  succession  cannot  be  correct,  as  she  would  be  heir  to  both  her  father  and  her  uncle,  and  that 
the  point  probably  was  whether  under  the  standing  infeftment  heirs  female  were  excluded  or  not. 

He  also  sends  me  the  following  curious  account  of  the  funeral  expenses  of  John  Edward  of 
Pearsie  :— "  43  gallons  of  Ale,  £40  ;  IS  pints  Wine,  £36  ;  24  pints  Brandy,  £36  ;  4  lbs.  weight  Sugar, 
£2.  8.  ;  16  lbs.  weight  Tobacco,  £11.  4.  ;  2  bottles  of  Snuff,  £3  ;  20  dozen  pipes,  £2.  8. ; 
4  VVedders,  £10  13.  4.  To  a  Coffin,  £12  12.;  to  thirteen  elns  flannen,  £10  ;  to  making  yrof,  £4  ;  to 
24  poultry  at  3/4  per  pair,  £4  ;  given  to  the  poor,  £12.  12.;  To  a  hand  bell  and  mortcloth  being 
brought  from  another  parish,  £4  ;  to  making  the  grave,  £2;  to  Shortbread,  £3  ;  given  to  the  surgeon, 
£12.  12.     Total,  £206  9.  4."     (The  money  is,  of  course,  seots). 

1  See  Gent.  Mai.  lviii ,  p.  84,  where  the  date  and  place  of  her  death  are  given  as  1  June  at  Dundee.     In 

this  instance,  however,  the  inscription  in  the  Howff  is,  no  doubt,  correct. 

2  See  D.M.D.  53,  where  an  entry,  "  1738-39,  Robert  Wedderburn's  child  "  must  refer  to  a  child  of  Robert 

of  Pearsie. 

3  Miss  Brown  of  Muirton  near  Craigellachie,  co.  Aberdeen,  has  a  portrait  by  Miss  Read  of  Elizabeth  Wed- 

derburn, daughter  to  Pearsie  and  wife  of  James  Graham  of  Balmuir,  together  with  a  smaller  picture 
of  her  sou,  James  Graham-Webster,  with  a  medallion  head  of  old  David  Webster  in  the  corner.  Sir 
William  Wedderburn  has  a  portrait  by  Opie  of  old  James  or  David  Webster  (see  below,  note  5). 

4  J.W.,  46,  says  she  was  born  at  Dundee,  but  I  find  no  entry  of  her  baptism  there.     The  date  of  her  death 

is  given  in  the  inscription  on  the  Halmuir  monument  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee  (see  post,  s.  the  chapter 
on  the  Howff).  She  is  named  in  her  father's  disposition  15  Jan.  1779  (D.D.  137) ;  her  mother's  will 
2  Feb.  1787  (ib.  138);  the  will  of  James  Webster  of  Clapham  in  1789  (D.C.  105) ;  in  the  arbitration 
between  her  brother  Charles  and  his  brothers  and  sisters,  4  April,  1791,  and  his  disposition,  9  May 
in  that  year  (D.D.  140-41).  There  are  also  provisions  by  her  husband  to  her  (ib.  142-43)  and  an 
appointment  by  him  of  curators  to  their  children  in  1792  (ib.  144). 
6  The  connection  between  the  Websters  and  the  Wedderburns  of  Pearsie  is  through  the  second  marriage 
of  Isobel  Edward's  mother,  Beatrix  Proctor,  with  Mr.  Webster,  a  merchant  in  Dundee.  Of  this 
marriage  there  were  several  sons,  including  James,  John,  George,  and  Thomas  (D.C.  105),  the  last 
named  of  whom,  afterwards  the  Rev.  Dr.  Webster,  died  6  July  1816,  set.  85,  leaving  a  considerable 
estate,  the  bulk  of  which,  after  legacies  to  his  wife's  relations  and  others,  he  left  on  trust 
to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  in  the  counties  of  Forfar  and  Perth,  to  be  entailed  on 
the  issue  of  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  whom  failing  on  that  of  Katharine  Wedderburn,  and  their  hens 
in  succession,  the  heirs  in  possession  to  take  the  name  of  Webster.  Dr.  Thomas  Webster  was  thus 
great  uncle  of  the  half  blood  on  the  mother's  side  to  James  Graham  who  succeeded  him,  but  whose 
circumstances  seem  to  have  become  involved,  so  that  by  loss  of  the  estate  the  entail  became  inoperative. 
Of  the  other  Webster  brothers  one  or  more  were  in  business,  and  founded  the  East  and  West  Indian 
house  of  Webster  and  Co.,  in  Leadenhall  Street,  London,  which  was  flourishing  in  177-3-74.  See 
S.W.  650,  where  they  are  described  as  "druggists."  It  was  through  these  brothers  that  the  two 
elder  sous  of  Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie  got  their  commissions  in  the  H.E.I.C.'s  service,  while 
Pearsie's  third  son,  David,  succeeded  them  in  their  business,  which  thus  passed  to  him  and  John 
Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden,  who  together  founded  the  Wedderburn  firm.  It  is  under  James 
Webster's  will  (D.C.  105)  that  David  Wedderburn  himself  took  the  name  of  Webster,  and  that  his 
children  and  descendants  have  added  that  name  to  their  own  (post,  pp.  378  seqq). 
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Pedigree  of  the  Grahams  of  Claverhouse,  Viscounts  Dundee,  and  of  their  heirs  male, 

16S0—1897. 


Part  Hi. 
Chap.  IX. 


John  Graham  of  ...William  Graham  of . 
Claverhouse,   d.     Claverhouae,      in- 
before  20   June     fefted   therein   20 
1562.  June  1562. 


.  William  Graham  of . 
Claverhouse,      in- 
fefted     therein    7 
Nov.  1572. 


.Sir  William  Graham  of 
Claverhouse.  Living  1630- 
34,  died  before  1643. 


=Marion,  daughter 
to  Thomas  Fother- 
inghame  of  Powrie. 


David  Graham,  called  his  son 
and  heir  12  Oct.  1619, 10  Aug. 
1620,  d.  before  1623. 


George  Graham  of  Claverhouse, 
called  son  and  heir  1623,  and 
eldest  son  in  1628. 


Walter  Graham= 
of  Duntrune,  d. 
1678. 


:Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
David  Guthrie  of  that 
ilk. 


Sir  William  Graham  of  Claver- 
house, "  eldest  son  "  in  1644  ; 
died  before  18  June  1678. 


=Jean  Carnegie, 
dau.of  first  Earl 
of  Northesk. 


Other  male 
issue  d.s.p. 


David   Graham, : 
IV.    Viscount 
Dundee,  d.  1706. 


I 

John  Gra- 
ham of 
Claver- 
house, 
I.  Visct. 
Dundee, 
d.  June 
1689 ;  re- 
toured 
heir  to  his 
father  and 
grand- 
father 
1678. 


=Jean, 
dan.  of 
William 
Lord 
Coch- 
rane, 
son  of 
the  Earl 
of  Dun- 
donald. 


David 
Gra- 
ham, 
III. 
Vis- 
count 
Dun- 
dee, 
d.s.p. 

1700. 


Willianr 
Graham, 
V.  Vis- 
count 
Dundee, 
attaint- 
ed 1715. 


David=pGrissell    Gar- 


Gra- 
ham, 
b.1687. 
d.1766 
(styled 
Vis- 
count 
Dun- 
dee). 


James 
Graham, 
II.  Visct. 
Dundee, 
d.  Dec. 
1689  s.p. 


James  Gra- 
ham, VI. 
Viscount 
Dundee 
attainted 
1745-46  ; 
died  unm. 
1759. 


dyne, younger 
dau.of  Robert 
Gardyne  of 
Latoun,  and 
widow  of  Al- 
exander Wed- 
derburn  of 
that  ilk,  m. 
5  March  171S. 


Alexan- 
der Gra- 
ham, 
bought 
Dun- 
trune 
from  his 
nephew 
James, 
6th  Vis- 
count ; 
d.s.p. 


Alexander1 
Graham  of 
Meathie. 
_J  r. 

Grissel,  — James= 
dau.  of 
Sir  Alex- 
ander 
Wed- 
derburn, 
fourth 
bart.  of 
Black- 
ness,d.s.p. 


Gra- 
ham, 
b.1698, 
d.1777. 


:  Barbara 
Fergus- 
son. 

=Isabel, 
dau.  of 

Guth- 
rie,   d. 
1780, 
set.  68. 


I    I 
Two 
daugh- 
ters. 


i — 
Alex-= 
ander 
Gra- 
ham, 
d. 
1782. 


Clemen- 
tina, 
dau.  of 
David 
Gar- 
dyne  of 
Latoun. 


.  Elizabeth,  m. 
Alexander 
Johnstone. 

.  Clementina, 
d.  unm. 

.  Ann,  m. 
James  Mudie. 


James: 
Graham 
of  Mea- 
thie and 
Ral- 
tnuir, 
b.  1741, 
d.  1792. 


=Eliza- 
beth, 
dau.  of 
Robert 
Wed- 
derburn 
of  Pear- 
sie,  b. 
1746,  d. 
1825. 


1 

Charles 
Graham, 
merch- 
ant in 
London. 


Other 
issue. 


_i_ 


Clementina  Graham 
d.  1825;  m.  1794 
Gavin  Drummond 
of  Keltie,  and  had 
issue  an  only  child, 
Clementina,  who  m. 
1862  Walter,  Earl 
of  Airlie. 

4/ 


1.  James= 
Graham 
of  Bal- 
muir,  b. 
1774, 
took   the 
name  of 
Webster 
1816. 


= Eliza- 
beth 
Ram- 
say, 
m.  in 
Lon- 
don 
1823. 


2.  Ro- 
bert 
Gra- 
ham, 
b. 

1775, 
d. 

unm. 
9Sep. 
1836. 


William 
Stirling- 
Graham, 
b.  1794, 
d.  1844. 


Alexander 
Stirling- 
Graham, 
b.  1796, 
d.  1801, 


Clemen- 
tina, 
b.  1782, 
d.  1877. 


Jean,= 

m. 

1808, 

d. 

1868. 


Capt.JohnMort- 
lock  Lacon,  son 
of  Sir  Edmund 
Lacon,  Bart.  He 
d.  1853. 


i 

James 

Graham 

Webster, 


+- 


-r~i 


Two  other 
sons  and  a 
daughter. 


_L 


John  Edinund^Louisa  Matilda,  dau.  of         Henry 
Lacon,  b.  1810,  j  Edward   Shewell,   m.  Lacon. 

d.  1894.  |  1844. 

i J 

Frederick  Graham  Lacon,  only= 
child,  b.  1849,  d.  1875. 


1 

Other 


=Anne  Margaret,  dau.  of  Arch- 
deacon Hopper  of  Norwich. 


1 — I 

3.  David 
Gra- 
ham 
Wed- 
derburu 
b.  1784, 
d.  1858, 
succed- 
ed  to 
Pearsie 
1829, 
unm. 

4.  John 
Graham- 
Wedder- 
buru, 

b.  1787, 
d.  1870. 
succeed- 
ed to 
Pearsie 
1858, 
unm. 


I  dea< 


Ida  Clementina,= 
b.  1875,  m.  1896. 


=John  Wigan  (now 
Graham-Wigan). 


— r~i 

Isabel- 
la, d. 
unm. 
1830. 

Kath- 

erine, 

d. 

unm. 

1843. 


A  son  b.  1897. 
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Part  in.  sons  and  a  daughter.'     (2)  Robert  Graham,  born  1775,  died  unm.  9  Sept.  1830 

Chap.  ix.  (J.W.'s  MS.).     He  is  named  in  the  will  (L.W.  17)  of  his  uncle,  Charles  Wedderburn 

of  Pearsie.  (3)  David  Graham,  born  1784,  who  succeeded  to  Pearsie,  as  heir  of  entail 
on  the  death  of  his  uncle,  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie  in  1829,  and  died  unmarried 
in  1858.  fciee  post,  p.  327.  (4)  John  Graham,  born  1787,  who  also  succeeded  to 
Pearsie.  as  heir  of  entail  on  the  death  of  his  brother  David  in  D58,  and  died 
unmarried  in  1870.  See  post,  ib.  :  and  two  daughters,  (1)  Isabella  Graham, 
died  unm.  21  Aug.  1830,  aged  51  (J.W.  57-58).  (2)  Katharine  Graham,  died  unm. 
27  March  1843,  aged  64.  Both  she  and  her  sister  were  buried  in  the  Howff  of 
Dundee.     See  also  L.W.  17. 

2.  Katharine  Wedderburn,  born  at  Pearsie  6  June  1750  (J.W.  46),  and  died  in 

Dec.  1793,  being  buried  in  Dundee  21  Dec.  (D.M.D.  67). 2  She  had  married  about 
1780,3  Robert  Steivart,  an  eminent  physician  in  Dundee,  by  whom  she  had  issue  a 
son  and  three  daughters,  viz.,  James  Stewart,  born  and  baptized  in  Dundee  13  Jan. 
1782  (D.P.R  orig.  rec),  died  unm.  30  April  1839;  Isobel  Stewart,  born  8  Oct., 
baptized  at  Dundee  13  Oct.  1783,  and  died  unmarried  in  1834;  Margaret  (twin  with 
Isobel),  who  is  said  to  have  died  in  infancy  ;  and  Elizabeth  Stewart,  who  was  born 
11  Jan.  1786,  married  her  cousin  Alexander  Stormonth,  died  at  Aberdeen  in  1854, 
and  was  buried  at  Broughty  Ferry.  From  her  marriage  descend  the  Maclagan- 
Wedderburns,  now  of  Pearsie  (see  below). 

3.  Isobel  Wedderburn,  born  at  Pearsie  9  Oct.  1 753  (J.W.  46)  and  died  at  Airlie 

31  March  1795  (J.W.'s  MS.).4  She  married  at  Dundee  2  June  1786  (D.M.  29)5  the 
Rev.  James  Stormonth  of  Kinclune,  in  the  parish  of  Kingoldrum,  minister  of  Airlie, 
and  by  him  (d.  29  Dec.  1 809)  had  issue,  besides  six  daughters,6  an  only  son,  Alexander 
Stormonth,  born  16  Jan.  1790,  who  married  in  1813  his  cousin  Elizabeth  Stewart 

1  James  Graham- Webster  of  Meathie  and  Balmuir  was  heir  male  of  John  Graham  of  Claverhouse,  Viscount 

Dundee,  and  would  (but  for  attainder)  have  succeeded  to  his  title.  I  give  opposite  a  tabular 
pedigree,  largely  founded  on  a  document  among  J.W.'s  papers  (J.W.  60),  which  shows  James 
Graham- Webster's  descent  and  representation  of  his  family,  and  which  may  be  taken  to  be  authentic 
and  correct,  although  T  have  not  space  to  cite  the  authorities  for  each  statement  in  it. 

2  Administration  of  her  estate,  with  her  will,  dated  4  Dec.  1793,  annexed,  was  granted  to  her  husband 

7  Oct.  1795  (L.W.  5). 

3  She  is  named  as  unmarried  in  her  father's  disposition  of  Jan.  1779  (D.D.  137).     See  for  other  references 

to  her,  her  mother's  will  17S7  (ib.  138;  her  brother's  arbitration  in  1791  (lb.  140)  and  the  will  of 
James  Webster  in  1789  (D.C.  105). 

4  She  too  is  named  in  her  father's  disposition  of  1779  ;  her  mother's  will  1787  ;  her  brother's  arbitration 

1791  ;  in  two  dispositions  by  him  and  his  brother  David  to  her  of  a  flat  in  the  Nethergait  of  Dundee 
1791-92  (D.D.  137-38,  140-41  ;  D.P.B.  601-2)  :  and  in  James  Webster's  will  in  1789  (D.C.  105). 

5  The  banns  were  dated  27  May.     The  register  misnames  her  Elizabeth. 

6  Note  on  the  daughters  of  Isobel  Wedderburn  and  James  Stormonth  and  their  families.     These  six  daughters 

were,  1,  Isabella,  b.  26  Aug.  1787,  d.  unm.  at  Edinburgh,  25  April  1862  ;  2,  Elizabeth,  b.  20  Sept. 
1788,d.  in  Edinburgh,  7  Feb.  1S74  ;  3,  Katharine,  b.  4  May  1791,  d.  at  Nigg,  co.  Ross,  21  March  1863; 
4,  Jean,  b  18  July  1792,  d.  25  July  1795  ;  5,  Graham,  b.  8  Oct.  1793,  d.  3  Jan.  1796  ;  6,  Margaret,  b. 
15  Feb.  1795,  d.  in  Edinburgh,  24  Oct.  1874.     Of  these,  three  married,  viz., 

2,  Elizabeth,  m.  1  July  1818,  Dr.  John  Maxwell  of  Dundee,  formerly  surgeon  in  Jamaica,  and 
by  him  (who  d.  at  Dundee,  13  Oct.  1859,  set.  96)  had  issue  two  sons  and  six  daughters,  viz.,  1,  William 
Maxwell,  b.  8  May  1823,  d.  unm.  at  Liverpool,  27  Aug.  1849,  set.  26  ;  2,  James  Maxwell,  b.  12  Sept. 
1824,  Lt.-Col.  34th  regiment,  served  in  the  Crimea,  where  he  was  wounded,  and  d.  at  sea  on  his  way 
home  from  Cape  Coast  Castle,  where  he  had  acted  as  Governor  in  the  Ashantee  Campaign,  14  April 
1874  ;  and  1,  Isabella,  m.  12  June  1838,  Dr.  John  Feryusson  of  Dundee,  who  then  emigrated  to 
Perth,  Western  Australia;  2,  Elizabeth  Charlotte,  m.  7  Sept.  1842,  Rev.  James  Garment  of  Comrie,  co. 
Perth  ;  3,  Anne,  m.  8  Dee.  1840,  John  Ogilvie,  Solicitor,  Duudee  ;  4,  Margaret,  m.  18  Sept.  1849, 
Alexander  Bethune  of  Blebo,  co.  Fife,  d.  2  Dec.  1890;  5,  Katharine  Stormonth,  d.  unm.  in  Edinburgh, 
22  Oct.  1897  ;  and  6,  Mary  Wedderburn,  b.  22  Nov.  1829,  living,  unm.  1898. 

3,  Katharine,  m.  1822  Rev.  David  Fraser  of  Dores,  co.  Inverness  and  later  of  Nigg,  co.  Ross, 
and  by  him  had  issue  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz,  1,  John  Fraser,  M.D.,  of  Parkburn,  Kdsyth, 
co.  Stirling,  m.  1857  Julia  Orr  and  had  issue  four  sons,  John,  David,  James,  Peter,  and  four  daughters. 
Sarah.  Isabella,  Julia,  and  Catharine,  who  m.,  1886,  James  Balfour  Kinnear,  W.S.  (and  has  issue, 
George,  b.  1888)  ;  2,  David  Fraser,  d.  unm.  March  1843;  3,  Peter  Fraser,  b.  1837,  d.  unm.  22  Aug. 
1892  ;  and  Isabella  Wedderburn  Fraser,  b.  1828,  living  unm.  1898. 

6,  Margaret,  m.  30  May  1815,  Rev.  David  Garment  of  Glasgow  and  later  of  Rosskeen,  co.  Ross,  and 
by  him  (d.  26  May  1856,  Eet.  S3)  had  issue  besides  two  children  who  died  in  infancy,  1,  Rev.  James  Car- 
meut,  m.  7  Sept.  1842,  his  cousin,  Elizabeth  Charlotte  Maxwell,  and  hasissue,  David,  John,  James,  Samuel, 
William  Maxwell,  Malcolm,  Joseph,  Elizabeth,  Isabella  Anne,  and  Margaret  (d.  31  March  1869,  art.  16) ; 

2,  John  Carment,  S.S.C.  Edinburgh,  m.  October  1855,  Marion  Anderson,  who  d.s.p.  7  Dec  1892,  set.  78; 

3,  Joseph  Carment,  m.  Jan.  1S63,  Caroline  Anderson,  and  has  issue,  David  Malcolm,  John  James,  Joseph 
Alexander  Stewart,  William  Miller,  Andrew  Gray,  Mary,  Margaret,  Olive, and  Caroliue  Violet;  4,  Samuel 
Carment,  d.  8  Feb.  1834,  ait.  8 ;  5,  David  Carment,  d.  12  June  1839,  art.  20 ;  6,  Malcolm  Carment,  d. 
29  Sept.  1842,  art.  14;  7,  Isabella,  d.  9  March  1835,  art.  14;  8,  Elizabeth,  d.  unm.  21  Dec.  1873,  art.  50. 
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(see  above),  and  died  in  1839  at  the  house  of  Balthayock,  co.  Perth,  leaving  issue  one  Part  ill. 
son  and  two  daughters.  Of  these  the  son,  James  Stormonth,  born  30  May  1816,  ap 
married  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  David  Inglis  of  Lochlee,  and  died  s.p.  at  Montrose  in 
1851  ;  while  of  the  daughters  (1)  Katharine  Stormonth,  afterwards  Mrs.  Maclagan, 
succeeded  as  heir  of  entail  to  Pearsie  on  the  death  of  her  cousin,  John  Graham- 
Wedderburn,  in  1870,  when  she  and  all  her  family  assumed  the  name  of  Wedder- 
burn  in  addition  to  and  after  that  of  Maclagan.  See  post,  p.  327.  (2)  Isabella 
Stormonth,  born  31  July  1817  ;  died  4  Feb.  1861,  having  married  in  1836,  John 
Watt  of  Easter  Meathie,  and  by  him  (who  died  24  Feb.  1861)  had  issue  six  sons 
and  five  daughters.1 

John  Wedderburn  [1744-87J2  was  bora  at  Pearsie  28  July  1744  (J.W.  46,  50). 
He  went  out  to  India  in  17633  and  joined  the  military  service  of  the  East  India  Company 
as  a  cadet  in  1  764,  rising  to  be  captain  1 769,  major  1781,  and  lieut.-colonel  1787.4  There 
are  two  letters  from  him  among  the  Warren  Hastings  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum 
(MSS.  29,194/,  237  ;  29,145,  p.  412>     These  are  as  follows  :— 

Hon*"0   Sir,  [Undated] 

Captn  Grant  informs  me  that  a  Portuguese  Srnae  (?)  the  Sacrament  bound  first  for  Madras  reeeiv'd 
her  Dispatches  on  Monday,  but  the  Supra-Cargo  was  not  gone  on  board  on  Wednesday  at  5  in  the  evening. 
She  pass'd  the  fort  on  Sunday.     I  am,  Hon*10  Sir,  your  most  obed'  and  faithful  Ser' 

J.  Wedderburn,  Capt 

com.  1st  BQ  1  Keg1 

Honourable  Sir,  Fort  William,  26th  Aug.  1780. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  6  men  are  missing  of  the  Is"  Battalion  of  the  Regiment  and  said  to 
have  gone  off  for  a  Portuguese  Ship  yesterday  forenoon.  Should  you  esteem  it  proper  to  send  a  Party  to 
search  the  ship,  if  now  practicable,  I  would  willingly  offer  my  services  to  take  charge  of  it,  this  being  the 
first  desertion  of  consequence  since  the  arrival  of  the  Regiment. 

Being  on  the  Duty  of  the  Main  Guard  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  wait  on  you  personally.     I  have  the 
honour  to  be  with  the  utmost  respect  Honble  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

servant  John  Wedderburn 

Capt.  commands  1st  Batt.  1st  Regt. 
HonWe  Sir 

I  beg  leave  to  add  that  Major  Breton  acquaints  me  that  he  is  ill  or  would  have  waited  on  you  with 
this  report. 

He  died  at  Calcutta,  15  July  1787,  and  was  there  buried  on  the  following  day.5  A 
portrait  of  him  in  boyhood  is  at  Pearsie.  He  was  never  married,  and  was  thus  succeeded 
in  the  representation  of  his  branch  of  the  family  by  his  brother  Charles,  who  had  already 
acquired  the  estate  of  Pearsie.6 

Charles  Wedderburn  [1748— 1829]7  was  born  at  Pearsie  1  Aug.  1748  (J.W.  46, 
50),  and  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  University  in  1762  (S.A.R.  42).  He  visited  Paris 
in  1765,  where  he  intended  entering  the  French  service,  but  was  prevented  from  doing  so 
by  the  contemplated  reduction  of  Lord  Ogilvy's  regiment,  in  which  he  would  otherwise 
have  got  a  commission,  and  which  he  saw  reviewed  before  the  Court.s  He,  therefore, 
sailed  for  India  and  entered  the  military  service  of  the  East  India  Company,  in  which  he 
was  aide  de-camp  to  Brigadier-General  Wedderburn,  commander  of  the  forces  in  Bombay, 

1  Note  on  the  Watt  family.     The  sons  were  1,  John  Alexander  Stuart  Watt,  b.  11  Oct.  1841,  m.  30  Nov.  1870. 

Mary  Stuart  M'Gregor  and  has  issue  (John  Erskine  Stuart,  C.  Alexander  Morgan,  Mabel,  Ysabel 
Chemys);  2,  Stormonth  Watt,  now  in  S.  America,  unm. ;  3,  James  Watt,  d.s.p. ;  4,  Charles  Francis 
Watt,  d.  unm.  8  July  3  873  ;  5,  Henry  Watt,  now  in  S.  America,  unm. ;  6,  Ernest  Watt,  b.  1854,  unm. 
The  daughters  were  1,  Elizabeth;  2,  Margaret;  3,  Katharine;  4,  Isabella  (d.  1875,  having  m.  Alexander 
Brown  of  Liverpool,  who  d.  1889,  and  had  one  daughter);  5,  Frances  Mary  Aune  (m.  1878  John  C. 
B.  Annesley  and  has  issue  three  sons  and  one  daughter). 

2  See  G.S.R.  142  ;  F.S.  125,  for  mentions  of  him  in  the  Great  Seal  Charter  and  sasine  of  Idvies  in  1766. 
a  It  is  possible  that  before  this  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  mercantile  house  of  the  Websters  in  London,  as 

a  John  Wedderburn  so  occupied  in  1757  (D.C.  103)  may  be  he. 

4  See  List  of  Officers  in  the  Indian  Army,  Longmans,  1838,  where,  however,  the  date  of  his  death  is 

wrongly  given  as  18  July. 

5  See  J.W.  50  ;  Gent.  Mag:.  1787,  p.  366  ;  Scot's  Mag.  1788,  p.  206  ;  Europ.  Mag.  1788,  p.  303;  and  for  his 

burial,  Reg.  Bengal  Burials  (Ind.  Off.),  iv.,  40.  There  is  a  grant  of  the  administration  of  his  estate, 
dated  2  Aug.  1787,  among  the  Bengal  Administrations  (Ind.  Office),  No.  23,200,  and  another  such 
grant  to  his  brother,  David,  9  June  1789  (L.W.  4). 

6  John,  as  we  have  seen,  was  never  in  possession  of  Pearsie,  which  appears  to  have  been  settled,  with  his 

consent,  on  his  brother  Charles  in  1779  (D.D.  137). 
'  Synopsis  of  References:— S.W.  673,  692,  697,  699-700,  703,  707-9,  711,714,715,  717  ;  Bl.  6,  7,33,  83,  93  ; 

J.W.  46,  50,52,  55;  S.A.R.  42;  D.C.  105;  D.P.B.  600-602;  D.D.  137,139-41,  144-45;  G.S.R.  142; 

R.H.  51  ;  F.S.  125  ;  R.D.  458  ;  D.M.  30  ;  J.W.  17. 
8  The  regiment  (says  J.W.  in  his  MS.)  was  a  cavalry  one,  the  uniform  dark  blue  with  red  facings  and 

waistcoat. 
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Part  in.     who   fell   at   Baroach   14   Nov.    1772  (post,   Part  iv.).      He  was  a  cadet  in   1770,  got 

Chap.  IX.  rank  as  captain  1781,  and   retired  8   Jan.    1785  (List  of  Officers  in  the  Indian  Army, 

Longman's,  1838).     "I  believe  (says  J.W.  in  his  MS.)  that  he  practised  medicine,  but 

from  his  reluctance  to  speak  of  himself,  I  failed  to  obtain  any  memoranda  of  his  services." 

He  must  have  been  home,  I  think,  in  1779,  when  his  father,  with  the  consent  of  his 
wife  and  his  eldest  son,  John,  sold  to  Lieut.  Charles  Wedderburn,  his  second  son,  his 
landed  estate  (D.D.  137),  subject  apparently  to  his  own  life-rent.  Charles  thus  succeeded 
to  Pearsie  on  the  death  of  his  father,  and  (again  according  to  J.W.)  freed  the  estate  from 
debt,  built  the  present  house,  which  was  completed  in  1805,  and  greatly  improved  the 
place  by  planting  many  of  the  trees  which  now  embellish  it. 

He  is  named1  in  a  discharge  to  him  as  executor  of  William  Ronald,  surgeon  in  Bengal, 
15  Nov.  1790  (D.D.  139),  and  again,  4  April  1791,  in  a  decreet  arbitral  between  him,  his 
brother  David,  and  their  three  sisters  in  regard  to  their  father's  estate  (D.D.  140).  On 
8  April  1791  he  was  cognosced  eldest  (surviving)  son  and  heir  to  both  his  parents,  and  a 
such  was  infeft  in  their  flat  in  South  Nethergait,  Dundee,  but  a  few  weeks  later  disponed  this 
to  his  brother  David  and  his  sister  Isabel  (D.P.B.  600-1  ;  D.D.  141).'-  He  was  nominated 
a  curator,  6  Oct.  1792,  to  the  children  of  his  brother-in-law,  Graham  of  Meathie  (D.D. 
144).  In  the  same  year,  4  June,  he  was  also  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  Forfar  (orig. 
burgess  ticket  at  Pearsie). 

There  are  several  letters  from  him  to  Alexander  and  Henry  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn 
of  Wedderburn,  1787-1811  and  1817-24,  in  the  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  charter  chest, 
which  give  occasional  details  in  regard  to  various  members  of  the  family,  e.g.,  where  he 
speaks  of  "leaving  his  country  to  go  to  London  in  1770"  (S.VV.  697);  of  the  marriage 
of  his  nephew  Charles,  etc.  (see  in  all  S.W.  673,  692,  697,  703,  707-9,  711,  714-15).3  A 
facsimile  of  his  signature  to  one  of  these  (S.W.  673)  faces  p.  72  of  vol.  ii.  There  are  two 
portraits  of  him  at  Pearsie,  one  about  1770  by  Miss  Read,  which  shows  him  in  the  East 
India  Company's  uniform;  the  other  done,  after  his  return  to  Scotland,  between  1790  and 
1800.     A  reproduction  of  the  latter  faces  this  page. 

He  died  at  Pearsie  15  Feb.  1829  (J.W.  55),  and  was  buried  with  his  first  wife  in  the 
Howff  of  Dundee.4  His  will,  dated  8  Feb.  1821,  was  proved  in  London  in  the  following 
May  (L.  W.  17).  Although  twice  married  he  had  no  issue,  so  that  his  heir  at  law  was 
Sir  James  Webster-Wedderburn  (eldest  son  of  his  brother  David).  Charles  Wedderburn, 
however,  avoided  the  succession  to  Pearsie  of  either  Sir  James  or  his  brother  Charles  (post, 
pp.  330  seqq.^  by  making  a  settlement  under  which  he  entailed  his  estate  on  his  nephew, 
David  Graham,  third  son  to  his  eldest  sister,  Elizabeth,  by  James  Graham  of  Meathie  and 
Balmuir,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  whom  failing  on  John  Graham,  David's  next 
brother,  with  a  like  succession,  whom  failing  on  Alexander  Stormonth  of  Kinclune  (son  of 
his  sister  Isabel)  with  a  like  succession,  whom  failing  on  the  heirs  female  of  the  substitutes 
in  the  entail  in  succession,  the  heir  in  possession  to  bear  the  surname  and  arms  of 
Wedderburn  of  Pearsie  and  none  other.  It  was  thus  that  Charles  Wedderburn  was 
succeeded  at  Pearsie  by  his  nephew  David  Graham,  who  died  unmarried  and  was  followed 
by  his  brother  John,  on  the  death  of  whom,  also  unmarried,  the  estate  went  to  Katharine 
Stormonth  (wife  of  the  Rev.  James  Maclagan,  and  daughter  of  Alexander  Stormonth 
of  Kinclune,  see  post,  p.  327),  who  thereupon  assumed  the  name  of  Wedderburn.  From 
her  descend  the  family  of  Maclagan- Wedderburns  (for  they  have  all  taken  the  latter  name), 
of  whom  an  account  will  be  given  below. 

Charles  Wedderburn  had  been  twice  married — 

i.  At  Dundee,  11  Sept.  1787  (by  banns,  7  Sept.),5  to  Anne  Read,  daughter  and  one 
of  the  heirs  portioners  of  the  late  Captain  John  Read  of  Cairney  or  Hill-bank,  co.  Angus 
1   He  is,  of  course,  also  named  as  a  substitute  in  the  great  seal  charter  and  entail  of  Idvies  in  1766,  G.S.R. 

142  ;  F.S.  125  ;  and  also  in  the  entails  of  Wedderburn  and  Birkhill  in  1803  and  1812  (R.D.  458  ; 

S.W.  699-700). 
-  In  the  following  year  David  disponed  his  half  to  his  sister  Isabel  (D.P.B.  602). 

3  See  for  slight  references  to  him  S.W.  710  ;  Bl.  33,  83,  93.     He  took  some  interest  in  the  family  history, 

copying  some  old  documents  (Bl,  6-7)  and  giving  J.W.  some  information  (J.W.  50-51). 

4  See  Dundee  Register  of  Burials,  1801-29,  vol.  ii.  s.d.,  "23  Feb.  1829,  Charles  Wedderburn,  aged  80; 

Designation,  Esquire,  of  Pearsie  ;  Place  of  Death,  Kirriemuir ;  Cause,  old  age  ;  Dues,  4/-." 

5  See  Scots'  Mag  ,  p.  466,  and  J.W.  50,  where  the  month  is  unaccountably  given  as  August,  and  D.M.  30. 

The  marriage  contract  was  dated  at  Hawkhill,  near  Dundee,  10  Sept.  1787  (D.D.  145).  Her  mother 
was  Ann  Guthrie  of  Clepington,  and  had  had  in  all  three  daughters,  viz  ,  Isobel,  m.  David  Lyon  ; 
Elizabeth,  in.  David  Anderson  of  Balgay  ;  and  Anne,  m.  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie.  Both 
Charles  Wedderburn  and  his  wife,  Anne  Read,  are  named  as  legatees  in  the  will  of  James  Webster  of 
Clapham,  14  Nov.  1789  (D.C.  105). 


CHARLES    WEDDERBURN 
{of  Pearsie) 

BORN    1748:   DIED  1829. 
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(second  son  to  Alexander  Read  of  Torbeg  and  Elizabeth  Wedderbum,  ante  p.  262). 1     She  Part  in. 
died  s.p.  20  Nov.  1789,  and  was  buried  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee,  under  a  stone  bearing  an  chaP-  IX- 
inscription  and  some  lines  in  her  praise.2     When,  on  his  death,  her  husband  was  laid  beside 
her,  no  addition  was  made  to  the  inscription. 

ii.  AtFintry,  in  the  parish  of  Monifieth,  co.  Forfar,  5  Dec.  1797  (J.W.  50  ;  Gent.  Mag., 
p.  1129;  Scots  Mag.,  p.  930)3  to  Eliza  Rattray,  daughter  of  David  Rattray,  M.D.,  of 
Coventry,  co.  Warwick,  and  niece  to  Colonel  William  Rattray  of  Downie  Park,  co.  Angus, 
of  the  family  of  Rannagulzion,  co.  Perth.  She  also  died  s.p.,  25  Feb.  1823,  at  the  house 
of  her  brother,  Dr.  Charles  Rattray,  at  Daventry,  co.  Northampton  (J.W.  52 ;  Gent.  Mag. 
ciii.,  p.  i.,  p.  286). 

Charles  Wedderbum  thus  dying  without  issue,  was  succeeded  in  Pearsie  by  his 
nephew  and  heir  of  entail, 

David  Graham  or  "Wedderbum,4  born  15  Dec.  1784,  who  was  retoured  heir  general 
to  his  uncle  4  May  1829  (R.H.  51).  He  was  a  deputy  lieutenant  for  Angus,  and  long 
resided  at  Pearsie,  where  he  died  unmarried  25  Dec.  1858,  and  was  buried  in  Dundee 
{Gent.  Mug.,  N.S.,  vi.,  p.  218). 

John  Graham  or  Wedderbum.5  born  in  1787.  He  succeeded  his  brother  in 
Pearsie,  and  died  unmarried  20  July  1870,  and  was  buried  in  Dundee. 

Sect.  I. — The  Maclagan-Wedderburns  of  Pearsie. 

John  Graham  or  Wedderbum,  dying  unmarried,  was  thus  succeeded  by 

Katharine  Stormonth  or  Maclagan-Wedderburn  (elder  of  the  two  daughters  of 
Alexander  Stormonth  of  Kinclune  by  Elizabeth  Stewart,  and  consequently  grand  daughter 
of  two  of  the  daughters  of  Robert  Wedderbum  of  Pearsie),  who  was  born  at  Dundee  1  Nov. 
1814,  and  died  at  3,  Glencairn  Crescent,  Edinburgh,  25  April  1891,  when  she  was  buried 
in  the  Dean  Cemetery  there.6 

On  her  succession  to  Pearsie  she  was  retoured  heir  of  tailzie  and  provision  general 
to  her  cousin,  John  Graham-Wedderburn,  27-29  Sept.  1870  (R.H.  57),  and  at  once,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  entail,  assumed  the  name  and  arms  of  Wedderbum, 
and  thereupon  a  similar  change  of  name  was  adopted  by  all  her  children,  although  not  so 
required  by  the  entail,  which  imposes  the  condition  on  the  heir  in  possession  only.  Hence 
the  various  members  of  the  family  of  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  now  of  Pearsie  and  elsewhere. 

She  had  married  at  Broughty  Ferry  3  March  1834,  theBev.  James  Maclagan,  D.D.,  and 
by  him,  who  died  29  Oct.  1852,  had  issue  six  sons  and  four  daughters, 

1.  James  Stuart  Maclagan,   bom  at  Kinfauns  11  Nov.  1836.     Died  at  Aberdeen 

18  Sept.  1855,  and  is  buried  there.     He  never  bore  the  name  Wedderbum,  his 
mother  not  succeeding  to  Pearsie  till  after  his  death. 

2.  Alexander  Stormonth  Maclagan,  afterwards  Wedderbum  of  Pearsie.      See 

post  p.  328. 

3.  Patrick  Dugald  Maclagan,  born  at  Kinfauns  31  July  1842.     Died  at  Glendoick 

19  July  1854  ;  buried  at  Kinfauns.     He,  like  his  eldest  brother,  and  for  the  same 
reason,  never  bore  the  name  of  Wedderbum. 

4.  John  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  at  Pitlowie,  co.  Perth,  20  Aug.  1844.     Married 

at  Montreal,  25  Aug.  1881,  Helen  Forrest.     Living  1898  at  Roden,  Manitoba, 
Canada,  and  has  issue, 

1.  James  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  bom  1882. 

2.  Alexander  Stormonth  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  bom  1884. 

3.  John  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  bom  1886. 

1  Thus  Charles  Wedderbum  of  Pearsie  was  first  cousin  to  his  wife's  father. 

2  See  Qent.  Mag.,  p.  1,150,  where,  however,  the  date  is  wrongly  given  as  30  Nov.,  and  Scots  Mag.,  p.  571. 

For  the  epitaph  on  her  tomb  see  post  s.  the  chapter  on  the  Howff. 
z  See  Monifieth  Parish  Register.     "  1797  Nov.  30,  Captain  Charles  Wedderbum  of  Powry  (sic)  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  Rattray  of  this  parish  were  proclaimed." 

4  See  also  two  letters  from  him  to  J.W.  in  1825  and  1830  (J.W.  54,  56).     He  is  a  legatee  in  the  will  of 

James  Webster  (D.C.  105). 

5  These  two  brothers,  "  neither  of  whom  ever  married,  were  in  the  habit  of  spending  the  winter  in  Dundee, 

and  they  frequently  visited  that  town  at  other  times.  While  they  both  lived,  wherever  they  went, 
they  went  together  ;  they  bore  considerable  resemblance  to  each  other  and  the  same  mind  seemed  to 
animate  both.  Indeed,  they  were  so  loving  and  so  loveable  that  they  were  generally  known  as  the 
'  cheerable  brothers  '  "  (Warden's  Angus,  iv.,  p.  42). 
*  The  headstone  bears  this  inscription,  "  In  memory  of  our  mother  Katharine  Maclagan-Wedderburn  of 
Pearsie,  daughter  of  Alexander  Stormonth  of  Kinclune,  and  widow  of  Rev.  James  Maclagan,  D.D. 
Born  1st  Nov.  1814.     Died  25  April  1891." 
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Part  m.  4.  David  Shier  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  1889. 

Chap,  ix  5    Laurence  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  1894. 

and 

1.  A  daughter  born  and  died  1888. 

2.  Helen  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  1891. 

5.  Rev.    Laurence   Craigie    Maclagan-Wedderburn,   minister  at  Madderty  by 

Crieff,  co.  Perth.  Born  at  Aberdeen  6  Sept.  1846;  married  at  S.  Andrew's, 
Broughty  Ferry,  1880,  his  cousin,  Gertrude  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Lieut.-Col. 
James  Maxwell.     He  has  issue  four  sons  and  one  daughter  : — 

1.  James  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  at  Madderty,  1881. 

2.  Maxwell  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  at  Madderty,  1883. 

S.  Laurence  Dalrymple  Maclagan  Wedderburn,  born  at  Madderty,  1885. 
4.  Robert  Shier  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  at  Madderty,  1893. 
and 

Margaret  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  at  Madderty,  1888. 

6.  Joseph  Robert  Maclagan-Wedderburn,    born    at    Aberdeen,    16    Oct.    1850. 

Admitted  a  Writer  to  the  Signet  1876,  and  practises  in  Edinburgh.     Living  (1898) 
at  3  Glencairn  Crescent,  Edinburgh.     Unmarried. 
The  daughters  were  : — 

1 .  Elizabeth  Maclagan-Wedderburn,    born  at   Kinfauns,  1 1   April   1 835  ; 

living  1898  at  Exmouth  ;  married,  7  Aug.  1872  at  Pearsie,  David  Shier,  M.D., 
of  the  Government  Medical  Service,  Demerara,  who  d.s.p. 

2.  Katharine  Ann  Maclagan,1  born  at  Kinfauns,  21  June  1839;  living  1898 

at  Edinburgh  ;  married,  17  Aug.  1864,  at  Aberdeen,  the  Rev.  D.  M.  Mac- 
alister,  and  has  issue  eight  children  of  whom  six  survive. 

3.  Isabella  Stormonth   Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  at  Aberdeen,  8  Sept. 

1848;  living  unm.  1898,  at  Edinburgh. 

4.  Mary  Christian  Foote  Maclagan-Wedderburn,    bora  at    Aberdeen,   23 

July  1852  ;  living  unm.  1898,  at  Edinburgh. 

Alexander  Stormonth  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  who  succeeded  his  mother  in  the 
estate  of  Pearsie  in  1891,  was  born  at  Kinfauns,  21  Sept.  1840.  He  is  a  doctor  of 
Medicine,  and  in  practice  at  Forfar ;  for  which  county  he  is  medical  officer,  and 
also  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

He  married  at  4,  Park  Place,  Dundee,  20  April  1865,  his  cousin,  Anne 
Ogilvie,  daughter  of  John  Ogilvie  of  Dundee,  by  Anne,  daughter  to  John  Maxwell 
and  Elizabeth  Stormonth  (see  ante  pp.  324,  n.  6),  and  by  her  (b.  12  Sept.  1843,  living 
1898),  has  had  issue  eight  sons  and  six  daughters  : — 

1.  James  Maclagan,  born  at  Forfar,  6  March  1866,  died  at  Forfar,  13  April 

1866,  and  is  buried  there.     He  died  before  1870,  and  thus  never  bore  the 
name  of  Wedderburn. 

2.  John  Ogilvie  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  at  Forfar,  10  April  1869. 

3.  Alexander  Stormonth  Maclagan  Wedderburn,  born  at  Forfar,  4  Aug. 

1874  ;  died  at  Forfar,  13  Sept.  1874,  and  is  buried  there. 

4.  George  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  at  Forfar,  3  August  1875. 

5.  Laurence  Craigie  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  at  Forfar,  6  March  1877. 

6.  Charles  William  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  at  Forfar,  2  June  1880. 

7.  Joseph  Henry  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  at  Forfar,  26  Feb.  1882. 

8.  Ernest  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  at  Forfar,  3  Feb.  1884. 

The  daughters  were  : — 

1.  Annie  Maxwell  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  in  Dundee,  23  June  1867. 

2.  Katharine  Stormonth  Maclagan  Wedderburn,  born  in  Forfar,   1   Dec. 

1870. 

3.  Rachel  Maclagan-Wedderburn,   born  in  Forfar,  7  Oct.    1872  ;   died  at 

Pearsie,  12  June  1888  ;  buried  at  Forfar. 

4.  Elizabeth  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  in  Forfar,  5  Oct.  1878. 

5.  Edith  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  in  Forfar,  27  Sept.  1 885. 

6.  Isobel  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  born  in  Forfar,  1  July  1887. 

'  Having  married  before  1870,  she  never  bore  the  name  of  Wedderburn. 


DAVID   WEDDERBURN 
{third  son,  of  Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie) 

BORN   1757:    DIED   1801. 
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Part  III. 
Sub-sect.  II. — The   Webster- Wedderburns.  Chap.  ix. 

David  Wedderburn  [1757-1801],  afterwards  Webster  (third  and  youngest  son  of 
Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie  and  Isobel  Edward),  was  born  at  Pearsie,  15  Aug.  1757 
(J.W.  46). l  He  is  named  in  his  father's  testamentary  settlement,  dated  15  Jan.  1779 
(D.D.  137),  and  also,  after  his  death,  in  the  decreet  arbitral,  31  Dec.  1789,  between  his 
father's  children  as  to  their  shares  in  the  estate  (D.D.  140).  In  pursuance  of  this,  he, 
9  May  1791,  acquired  jointly  with  his  sister,  Isobel,  the  flat  in  South  Nethergait,  which 
had  belonged  to  his  parents,  but  soon  after,  22  Jan.  1792,  made  over  his  interest  in  it  to 
her  (D.P.B.  601-2;  D.D.  141). 

This  disposition  was  no  doubt  chiefly  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  had,  in  about  1780, 
gone  from  Scotland2  to  London,  where  he  had  settled  as  a  West  Indian  merchant  in  the 
firm  of  his  relative,3  James  Webster  of  Clapham,  on  whose  death  he,  in  compliance  with 
his  will,  dated  14  Nov.  1789  (D.C.  105),  assumed  for  himself  and  his  issue  the  surname 
and  arms  of  Webster,  in  lieu  of  those  of  Wedderburn,  obtaining  to  that  end  a  Royal 
License,  dated  15  Jan.  1790  (H.C.R.  v  b).  By  James  Webster's  death  he  became  the  senior 
partner  in  the  mercantile  house,  subsequently  known  as  that  of  "  Wedderburn  and  Co.," 
of  the  success  and  vicissitudes  of  which  an  account  will  be  given  elsewhere  (post,  Part  v.). 

He  resided  at  Clapham,  co.  Surrey,  and  later  at  Shenley  Hill,  co.  Herts  (J.W.  62). 
There  is  at  Pearsie  a  portrait  of  him,  as  a  young  man,  a  reproduction  of  which  faces  this 
page.  J.W.  in  his  MS.  speaks  of  him  as  "  distinguished  by  his  personal  accomplishments 
and  the  suavity  and  gentleness  of  his  manners,"  and  from  a  note  of  his  character  by  Lord 
Campbell  (post,  p.  332,  n.  3),  who  was  tutor  to  his  son,  James,  it  is  clear  that  he  was  more 
remarkable  for  good  nature  than  for  strength  of  will. 

He  died  of  a  decline  at  Bath,  21  March  1801,  and  was  there  buried  (J.W.  47,  orig. 
letter). 

He  had  married  at  Dundee  26  Dec.  1785  (D.M.  28)*  Elizabeth  Read  (only  daughter 
of  Alexander  Read  of  Logie,  co.  Angus,  by  his  wife,  Ann  Fletcher),5  the  marriage  con- 
tract being  dated  at  Dundee  28  Dec.  1785  and  there  registered,  26  Aug.  1796  (D.D.  148). 
By  her,  who  was  born  at  Logie  13  Oct.  1770  (J.W.  47),  and  died  9  Sept.  1857  (having 
married  secondly,  in  June  1802,  Robert  Douglas),6  David  Wedderburn  or  Webster  had 
issue  three  sons, 

1.  James  Wedderburn  Webster,  afterwards  Webster-Wedderburn.     See  post, 

p.  332. 

2.  Charles  Wedderburn  Webster,  afterwards  Webster-Wedderburn.     See  post, 

p.  330. 

1  See  however  the  statement  (J.W.  47)  by  his  wife  which  gives  the  year  as  1756  and  the  place  as  Dundee. 
The  year  is  wrongly  given  by  J.W.  as  1759. 

3  The  references  to  him  in  the  Dundee  records  are  thus  infrequent.  See  however  D.D.  144  when,  6  Oct. 
1792,  he  is  one  of  the  curators  nominated  to  the  children  of  his  brother-in-law,  Graham  of  Meathie. 
There  is  also  a  bond  by  him  and  his  partner,  John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden  (post,  p.  343),  to 
their  cousin,  Sir  John  of  Balindean,  and  his  brother,  James,  dated  1  Feb.  1791  (Bl.  62).  He  was 
also  administrator  to  the  estate  of  his  eldest  brother,  John,  in  1789  (L.W.  4).  He  is  not  mentioned 
by  name  in  the  great  seal  charter  and  entail  of  Idvies  in  1766,  which  follow  the  wording  of  a  disposi- 
tion of  1749,  made  before  his  birth  (G.S.R.  142  ;  F.S.  125). 

3  See  as  to  this  relationship  ante,  p.  322,  n.  5. 

4  According  to  the  Dundee  Register  the  banns  were  dated  Dec.  24  and  the  marriage  Dec.  26.     His  widow 

(J.W.  47)  gives  the  date  as  Dec.  28,  but  probably  took  it  from  the  marriage  contract  (D.D.  148),  while 
the  year  is  wrongly  given  in  J.W.  62  as  1787. 

5  See  ante,  p.  262,  n.  2.     Ann  Fletcher  was  a  daughter  of  Robert  Fletcher  of  Ballinschoe,  a  descendant  of 

Fletcher  of  Innerpeffer.  Her  mother  was  Elizabeth  Lyon,  daughter  of  William  Lyon  of  Carse  and 
Elizabeth  Carnegie  of  Kinfauns  (J.W.  62). 
0  The  year  is  wrongly  given  in  J.W.  62  as  1803.  The  marriage  took  place  at  Langham,  co.  Suffolk. 
Robert  Douglas  was  son  to  William  Douglas  of  Brigton,  co.  Angus,  and  Elizabeth  Graham, 
and  brother  to  Archibald  Murray  Douglas,  who  married  David  Wedderburn  Webster's  eldest 
daughter  Anne  (post,  p.  330).  He  died  2  Aug.  1835  (J.W.  59),  having  had  issue,  including 
a  son,  William  Douglas,  afterwards  of  Brigton,  b.  4  Aug.  1803  and  d.  16  Feb.  1S69.  Various  details 
in  regard  to  his  career  and  family  may  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  suits  in  regard  to  his  estate 
(Douglas  v.  Douglas,  and  Douglas  v.  Webster)  given  in  the  Law  Reports  (12  Equity  Cases,  pp.  617 
seqq).  From  this  report  it  appears  that  David  Wedderburn's  widow  resided,  after  the  first  husband's 
death,  at  Langham  House,  Suffolk  ;  after  her  second  marriage,  at  Aldborough,  Suffolk,  Newley 
Wiske,  Yorkshire,  and  elsewhere,  as  well  as  (after  1814,  when  her  second  husbaud's  father  died) 
at  Brigton.  On  being  a  second  time  a  widow  she  lived  at  Broughty  Ferry,  not  far  from  the  estate 
of  her  son,  William  Douglas.     Some  letters  from  her  in  1819  are  among  J.W.'s  papers  (J.W.  47-49). 

2  T 
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Part  in.         3.  David  Webster  or  Wedderburn,  born  in  London,    10  August  1801,   died  at 
Chap.  IX.  Brigton,  14  July  1816,  and  is  there  buried  (J.W.  47,  62). 

and  two  daughters,1 

1.  Anne  "Webster  or  Wedderburn,  born  at  Clapham,  2  March  1791,  and  died  in 

July  1822.  She  married  in  August  1814,  Archibald  Murray  Douglas,  Captain  in 
the  52nd  foot  regiment,  and  brother  to  her  step-father,  Robert  Douglas  of  Brigton, 
and  by  him  had  issue,  William,  Elizabeth,  and  Mary  (J.W.  47). 

2.  Mary  Webster  or  Wedderburn,  born  at  Clapham,  15  Sept.  1793.     She  married 

at  Brussels  (J.W.  62),  22  March  1814,  George  Hawkins  of  Harnish  House,  co.  Wilts, 
grandson  to  Sir  Csesar  Hawkins  of  Kelston,  co.  Somerset,  Baronet,  but  by  him 
(b.  1783)  had  no  issue  (J.W.  47).  I  have  not  ascertained  the  date  of  her  death  or 
that  of  her  husband,  but  both  were  living  in  1856. 

The  second  of  David  Wedderburn  or  Webster's  three  sons, 

Charles  Wedderburn  Webster  or  Webster-Wedderburn  [1799 — 1863J  was 
born  in  London  10  Sept.  1799  (J.W.  47,  62).  He  entered  the  army  as  cornet  in  the  12th 
Light  Dragoons  in  1821  ;  went  on  half-pay  in  1823  ;  obtained  a  lieutenancy  in  4th  Dragoon 
Guards  9  Sept.  1825  ;  exchanged  into  the  29th  and  later  into  the  46th  regiment,  in  which 
he  became  Captain  (Army  Lists).  He  died  at  180,  Camberwell  Road,  16  Dec.  1863,  and 
was  buried  in  Camberwell  Cemetery.2 

He  married  at  Douglas  Church,  Cork,  Ireland,  11  Dec.  1822  (Glasgow  Herald,  23  Dec. 
1822;  J.W.  50),  Rebecca  Chatterton,  youngest  daughter  to  Sir  James  Chatterton, 
Baronet,3  of  Castle  Mahon,  co.  Cork,  and  by  her  (born  1796,  d.  22  June  1858,  buried  in 
Pere  la  Chaise,  Paris)  had  issue  one  son  and  one  daughter, 

1.  Charles  Adrian  Webster-Wedderburn  [1824-85],  born  at  Lincroft  Lodge,  near 
York,  13  May  1824  (J.W.  50).  He  was  a  Captain  in  the  27th  regiment  of  foot,  and 
served  in  the  Crimea.  He  was  also  at  one  time  Chief  Constable  for  co.  Monmouth. 
He  died,  16  Jan.  1885,  at  S.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  from  injuries  received 
through  falling  between  the  platform  and  a  moving  train  at  Farringdon  Street 
Station  three  days  previously  (Globe,  21  Jan.),  and  was  buried  at  New  Southgate.  . 
He  married,  15  Feb.  1851,  at  S.  Saviour's,  South wark,  Frances  Mary  Huntley, 
daughter  of  Henry  Edwin  Huntley,  by  whom  (born  in  London  9  March  1830,  died 
in  London,  16  Dec.  1874,  and  is  buried  at  Norwood),  he  had  issue  one  son  and  one 
daughter.     The  son, 

Charles  George  Webster-Wedderburn  was  born  in  Lambeth,  19  Nov.  1861, 
and  is  now  (1898)  living  in  London.  He  married,  23  Dec.  1885,  at  S.  John's 
Church,  Walworth,  Eliza  Marian  Brown,  daughter  to  John  Brown,  by 
whom  (b.  1867,  living  1898),  he  has  had  issue  three  sons. 

1.  Charles  George  Webster-Wedderburn,  b.  and  d.  in  London,  1886. 

2.  John  Frederick  Webster-Wedderburn,  b.  in  London,  1887. 

3.  George  Charles  Webster-Wedderburn,  b.  and  d.  in  London,  1889. 
and  three  daughters, 

1.  Mabel  Florence  Webster-Wedderburn,  born  in  London,  1891; 

died  there  March  1898  and  is  buried  at  Tooting. 

2.  Kate  Webster-Wedderburn,  born  in  London,  1893. 

3.  Jane  Maud  Anne  Webster-Wedderburn,  born  in  London,  1897. 
The  daughter, 

Frances  Mary  Webster-Wedderburn,  was  born  at  Boulogne,  8  Sept.  1854 
(Consulary  Req.,  Somerset  House,  ii,  14.)  She  married,  (i.)  At  St.  John's, 
Hampton  Wick,  18  Aug.  1880,  Charles  Corps,  by  whom  (d.  24  March  1881), 
she  had  a  daughter,  Mary  Wedderburn  Corps,  b.  at  Hampton  Wick,  15  Aug. 

1  The  family  register  (J.W.  62)  of  their  brother,  Sir  James,  sent  to  J.W.  in  1821,  does  not  accord  with  the 

above  dates  as  regards  his  sisters.  It  gives  the  year  of  Anne's  birth  as  1790  and  that  of  Mary's  as 
1788,  and  the  year  of  Anne's  marriage  as  1815  and  of  Mary's  as  1816.  I  have  preferred  to  take  the 
dates  from  their  mother's  memorandum  (J.W.  47),  as  that  of  Sir  James  is  certainly  erroneous  in 
various  matters.  Thus,  he  calls  George  Hawkins  second  son  of  the  late  Sir  John  Csesar  Hawkins, 
whereas  he  was  third  son,  and,  his  father  dying  vita  patris,  did  not  succeed  to  the  baronetcy. 

2  The  grave  was  purchased  for  him  at  his  death   by  his   uterine  brother,  William  Douglas  of  Brigton 

(L.R.  12  Eq.  617  seq.) 

3  This  baronetcy  became  extinct  in  1874.     J.W.  50  wrongly  speaks  of  Sir  William,  Chatterton.     See  S.W. 

711-12  and  H.C.R.  vi.  d. 


THE     WEBSTER-WEDDERBURNS. 


331 


Pedigree  showing  the  descents  from  David  Wedderburn-  Webster,  1757 — 1897. 
David  Wedderburn  (third  son  of  Robert=^Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Alexander 
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Part"1-  1881.  (ii.)  At  St.  John's,  Forest  Hill,  23  Jan.  1883,  Edward  John  Doherty 

p'    '  Wigginton,   a  member  of  the    Stock  Exchange,    by    whom    (living    1898, 

at  Long  Ditton)  she  has  issue,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  William  Wedderburn- 

Wigginton,    b.    at    Long    Ditton,    23    June    1892;    Gladys    Wedderburn- 

Wigginton,  b.  at  Forest  Hill,  10  Dec.  1883. 

The  daughter  of  Charles  Webster- Wedderburn  and  Rebecca  Chatterton, 

Rebecca  Georgina  Webster-Wedderburn  was  born,  22  Sept.  1834  ;  and  died 
in  Paris,  21  Dec.  1890,  and  was  buried  in  Pere  la  Chaise.  She  married,  M. 
Dufour,  an  officer  in  the  French  army,  who  d.s.p.  (ii.)  Leon  Jean  Consigned 
Paris,  but  had  by  him  also  (who  survived  her)  no  issue.1 

The  eldest  son  of  David  Wedderburn- Webster  (ante,  p.  329), 

Sir  James  Webster-Wedderburn  (at  one  time  Wedderburn- Webster),  [1788- 
1840],  was  born  31  May  1788  (J.W.,  47),2  and  is  named  in  the  will  of  James  Webster  in 
the  next  year  (D.C.  105).  He  was  educated  at  home,  under  the  tutorship  of  John 
Campbell,  afterwards  Lord  Chancellor,3  and  later  on  served  for  a  short  time  in  the  Navy, 
on  board  the  "  Lion,"  Man  of  War,  but  quitted  the  sea  for  the  Army,  and  served  in  the 
10th  and  11th  Regiments  of  Dragoons,  until  his  marriage  in  1810,4  when  he  retired  from 
the  service.  It  would  thus  seem  clear  that  he  was  not  present  in  any  military  capacity 
at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  although  he  is  said  to  have  allowed  people  to  assume  that  he 
was  there,  and  owed  some  affection  from  which  he  suffered  in  later  life  to  a  wound  received 
in  the  battle.5 

In  1811  he  obtained  from  the  Lyon  College  in  Scotland  a  matriculation  of  amis 
(quartering  those  of  Wedderburn  and  Webster),  with  supporters,  "he  being  the  chief  of 
the  surname  of  Webster,  a  surname  at  one  time  very  numerous  in  the  county  of  Forfar," 
a  curious  statement  of  chieftainship,  as  he  had  no  Webster  blood  (see  ante,  p.  332,  note  5).'' 
Thus,  in  1819  he  disused  the  surname  of  Webster  in  favour  of  that  of  Wedderburn  (J.W, 
61),  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  he  then  relinquished  the  supporters  also. 

In  1815-16  he  published  several  Miscellaneous  Poems,  and  in  1819,  printed  "at  the 

i  Mme  Dufour  was  in  Paris  throughout  the  siege  (1870-71)  and  went  through  all  the  terrors  of  that  event. 
Her  house  being  destroyed  by  the  bombardment  she  took  refuge  in  a  cellar,  where  she  remained  till 
the  siege  was  over,  being  supplied  by  M.  Consign^  and  his  mother  with  food  and  such  comforts  as 
were  possible.  Her  second  marriage  took  place  after  the  siege  was  over.  M.  Consign^,  who  gives 
me  the  date  of  her  death,  etc.,  tells  me  that  he  has  in  his  possession  a  portrait  of  his  wife's  mother. 

-  His  mother's  memorandum  gives  (J.W.  47)  30  May  with  doubt,  but  adds  that  it  was  "  two  days 
before  "  his  namesake,  the  brother  of  J.W.,  who  was  born  Jan.  2.  J.  W.  62  gives  the  year  as  1789. 
The  "  young  James  Wedderburn  "  named  in  1806  (S.W.  692)  mav  he  lie  or  his  namesake.  Sir  James 
is  also  named  in  1820  (S.W.  710). 

3  See  Life  of  Lord  Campbell.      "  Mr.  Webster  (he  says  in  a  fragment  of  autobiography)  was  a  very  good- 

natured  but  not  very  wise  man,  and  I  soon  diseovered  that  he  had  not  much  authority  in  his  own 
house.  Madame  was  mistress  in  everything.  She  was  young,  beautiful,  gay,  and  fond  of  admiration. 
My  pupil  was  a  boy  of  about  9  or  10  years  (1799).  ...  I  left  the  Websters  on  very  friendly  terms, 
aud  [  continued  to  visit  them  and  to  be  treated  by  them  with  kindness.  Mr.  Webster  within  a  year 
afterwards  died,  and  his  widow  contracted  a  second  marriage  with  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Douglas.  They  afterwards  consulted  me  about  their  affairs  when  I  was  rising  to  eminence  at  the 
Bar,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  being  of  considerable  use  to  them.  The  son  went  to  a  public 
school,  entered  the  army,  married  a  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Mount  Morris,  and  became  Sir  James 
Webster  Wedderburn."  The  affairs  about  which  Campbell  was  consulted  were  doubtless  those  out 
of  which  arose  the  long  Chancery  suit  of  Wedderburn  v.  AVedderburu,  though  if  Campbell  advised 
the  suit,  exception  may  be  taken  to  his  view  of  his  services.  He  was  not  counsel  in  it,  although 
the  suit  was  begun  in  1831  (see  post.  Part  v.),  and  he  had  taken  silk  in  1827. 

4  He  was  also  admitted  a  student  at  Lincoln's  Inn.     "James  Wedderburn  Webster,  aged  20,  eldest  son  of 

David  Webster  late  of  Shanly  {sic)  Hill,  co.  Herts,  25  May  1808." 

5  The  fact  would  seem  to  be  that  he  was.  with  his  wife,  at  the  Waterloo  Ball,  not  at  the  Battle.     See 

Murray's  Magazine,  1889,  vol.  v.,  No.  25,  where,  in  an  article  entitled  "  Personal  Recollections  of  the 
Great  Duke  of  Wellington,"  by  the  Dowager  Lady  de  Kos,  is  given  a  list  (copied  from  a  list  given  by 
the  Duchess  to  Lord  Verulam,  and  by  him  to  Lady  de  Ros)  of  the  invitations  to  the  Duchess  of 
Richmond's  Ball  at  Brussels,  15  June  1815.  In  this  list  appear  the  names  of  Countess  Mount-Norris, 
Lady  JuliaDa  Aunesley,  and  Mr.  and  Lady  Frances  Webster.  There  is,  however,  a  tradition  that 
one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  after  the  battle  was  to  tear  a  leaf  from  his  pocket-book 
and  write  on  it  a  note  to  Lady  Frances  assuring  her  of  her  husband's  safety  ;  and  there  is  (in  the 
possession  of  Mrs.  George  Webster-Wedderburn,  post,  p.  334)  a  miniature  of  Sir  James,  engraved  on 
the  back  "Lieut.  Wedderburne  Webster,  10th  P.W.O.  Dragoons,  Sept.  1810,"  which  was  given  to 
her  husband  hy  a  friend  who  had  bought  it  from  a  dealer  as  having  been  picked  up  on  the  field  of 
Waterloo.  There  was  also  a  miniature  of  Sir  James,  done  by  Autissier  in  1813,  and  another  of  Lady 
Frances  and  her  daughter,  the  latter  being  then  quite  a  child,  in  the  possession  of  the  late 
Howard  A.  W.  Bisshop  of  the  Hermitage,  Old  Shirley. 
fl  See  also  post,  the  chapter  on  the  arms  of  the  family,  where  the  matriculation  is  given  in  full. 
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author's  private  press  in  Nantes  "  a  small  book  entitled    "  Genealogical  Account  of  the  Part  III. 
Wedderbum  Family,   by  James  Wedderburn-Webster."     The  motto  on  the  title  page  is  cbaP-  IX- 
"Virtus  sola  nobilitas,"  and  there  is  a  dedicatory  letter,  dated  "Nantes,  June  1819,"  to 
Sir  David  Wedderbum  of  Ballendean,  in  which  the  principle  of  the  motto  is  by  way  of 
being  enforced.     The  book  itself  is  of  little  value,  as  it  does  no  more  than   reprint  the 
account  given  in  Douglas'  Baronage,  with  a  few  additions  up  to  date.1 

Sir  James  was  also  the  author  of  various  political  tracts,  among  others,  one  entitled, 
"  King's  case  stated,  an  appeal  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  on  the  proceedings  pending 
against  the  Queen,"  printed  in  1820,  and  followed  by  "Remarks  on  her  Majesty's 
Defence,  addressed  to  the  House  of  Lords."2  Both  these  pamphlets  (says  J.W.)  are  written 
with  ease  and  plausibility,  but  neither  of  them  strengthen  the  King's  case,  by  any 
argument  not  already  exhausted  by  the  newspapers  of  the  day."3 

In  1821  he  published  "A  defence  of  Sir  Robert  Wilson's  dismissal  from  the  King's 
service,"4  and  a  year  later  attended  by  command  his  Majesty's  levee,  where  he  received 
the  honour  of  knighthood.  His  subsequent  application  to  government  for  an  appointment 
to  a  British  Consulate  abroad  was,  however,  declined. 

In  1825  he  published  a  "Letter  to  Henry  Brougham,  Esq.,  M.P.,  on  the  subject  of 
Catholic  Emancipation,  and  the  sentiments  of  H.R  H.  the  Duke  of  York  on  that  subject 
considered  "  (London :  Hatchards),  wherein  the  claims  of  the  Romanists  were  combated  ; 
in  1829,  "A  Reply  to  Mr.  Gaily  Knight's  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  on  the  foreign 
policy  of  England,  with  remarks  on  the  present  state  of  the  Nation  "  (Rivingtons)  ;5  and 
in  1832,  an  "  Essay  on  the  Foreign  Policy  of  Great  Britain."  In  this  year  he  also  acted 
as  second  to  Sir  William  Gell  in  a  duel. 

He  was  much  disappointed  when  on  the  death  of  his  uncle,  Charles  Wedderbum  of 
Pearsie,  in  1829,  he  found  himself  cut  out  of  the  entail,  and  speaks  of  "the  unparalleled 
injustice"  of  this  having  been  done  (S.W.  717), 6  his  disappointment  being  deepened  by 
the  fact  that  he  regarded  himself  not  only  as  heir  to  his  uncle,  but  as  entitled  to  assume 
the  Blackness  baronetcy.  He  seems  to  have  thought  that  all  the  descendants  of  the 
executed  Sir  John  were  to  be  regarded,  by  reason  of  Sir  John's  attainder,  as  dead  in  law, 
though  not  so  in  fact,  and  that  the  honours  of  Sir  John's  father  thus  devolved  on  the 
senior  male  descendant  of  his  second  son.  A  plan  of  getting  himself  served  heir  to  the 
fourth  baronet,  however,  which  he  once  entertained  (S.W.  717),  was  never  acted  on  and 
he  was  content  with  assuming  the  title  and  getting  others  to  treat  him  as  having  a  right 
to  do  so  (S.W.  720). 

Iu  1831  he  commenced,  with  other  members  of  his  family,  as  co-plaintiffs,  the  suit  of 
Wedderbum  v.  Wedderbum,  already  referred  to,  and  of  which  an  account  is  given  post,  Part  v.7 

1  There  are  copies  of  this  little  book  iu  the  libraries  at  Birkhill  and  Meredith,  and  in  the  possession  of  Sir 

James'  grandson,  Charles  Edward  Webster-Wedderburn  (post,  p.  336). 
-  Both  published  by  Kerby,  London. 

3  He  had  also,  it  seems,  been  ready  to  interest  himself  iu  the  affairs  of  Lord  Byron,  with  whom  he  must 

have  enjoyed  some  intimacy.  His  name  will  be  found  in  the  index  to  Moore's  Life  of  Lord  Byron 
(17  vol.,  ed.  1832),  where  three  references  are  given.  (1)  Vol.  iii.,  p.  52,  to  a  letter  from  Byron  to 
"  W  .  .  .  W  .  .  .  Esq.,"  dated  28  Feb.  1814,  in  which  the  writer  begs  him  to  do  nothing  in  his 
defence,  adding  that  his  enemies  "are  more  chagrined  by  my  silence  than  they  could  be  by  the  best 
defence  in  the  world";  (2)  vol.  iv.,  p.  317,  to  a  letter,  1  June  1820,  to  Moore,  saying  that  W.  W.  had 
written  him  "  a  well  meaning  letter  stating  his  belief  that  a  reunion  might  be  effected  between  Lady 
B.  and  myself,"  but  asking  Moore  to  let  W.W.  know  that  "  the  thing  is  impossible  ";  and  (3)  to  vol.. 
iv.,  p.  31,  which  seems  to  be  a  wrong  reference. 

4  Published  by  Rivingtons,  London. 

5  Copies  of  this  letter  and  the  reply  are  in  the  British  Museum  (pressmarks  T.  1002,  7,  and  T.  1282,  8). 

On  the  title  page  of  the  latter  Sir  James  styles  himself  "  Baronet,"  as  he  persuaded  himself  that  he 
had  the  right  to  do.  Thus  he  was  sued  as  Wedderbum,  Baronet,  in  two  actions  brought  against 
him  by  one  Richards  for  printing  the  pamphlet  on  the  policy  of  England,  and  by  one  Thomas  of 
Bond  Street  on  some  other  ground  (J.W.  65).  The  latter  action  was  tried  26  April  1838,  when 
Sir  James  did  not  appear,  but  afterwards  wrote  to  the  Courier  to  explain  that  he  knew  nothing 
of  it  till  judgment  had  passed,  and  that  it  was  untrue  that  he  was  now  within  the  rules  of  the  Queen's 
Bench.  But  it  would  seem  that  he  was  in  difficulties  from  about  1824  on.  Thus  in  a  letter  of  that 
year  (S.W.  712)  he  speaks  of  a  visit  to  Scotland  as  having  to  be  "  attended  with  the  circumspection 
that  my  circumstances  require,"  and  in  the  following  year  he  wrote  a  "  Farewell  "  to  Scotland,  which 
he  inaccurately  calls  "  the  land  of  my  birth."     It  was  that  of  his  race. 

6  His  uncle  only  left  him  a  small  annuity  (L.W.  17).     The  family  pictures  at  Pearsie  would  have  descended 

to  him,  but  were  sold  by  him  either  to  his  uncle  for,  I  believe,  £400. 
*  It  is,  I  suppose,  in  connection  with  this  suit  that  his  name  and  that  of  his  brother  appears  in  the  index  to 
Heirs  at  Law,    Next  of  Kin,  etc.,  by   E.  Preston,   1,  Great   College  Street,  Westminster,  thus: — 
"  51576-77.     Sir  James  Wedderburn-Webster,  Charles  Wedderburn-Webster." 
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Part  in.  He  died  suddenly  from  a  paralytic  stroke,  13  Aug.  1840,  in  the  streets  of  Dublin,  and 

Chap.  ix.  is  there  buried.1 

He  married,  8  Oct.  1810,  Lady  Prances  Caroline  Annesley  (J.W.  62;  Annual  Beg., 
vol.  Hi,  p.  414,  giving  date  8  Dec.2),  second  daughter  to  Arthur,  eighth  Viscount  Valentia, 
and  first  Earl  of  Mountnorris,  by  his  second  wife,  Sarah,  daughter  to  Sir  Henry  Cavendish, 
Baronet,  of  Doveridge  Hall,  co.  Derby,  and  Sarah,  Baroness  Waterpark  (created  1792).3 

By  Lady  Frances4  (born  23  May  1793  ;  died  in  Hertford  Street,  22  Jan.  1837  ;  buried 
in  South  Audley  Street  Chapel  burying  ground),5  from  whom  her  husband  was  long 
separated  by  mutual  consent,  and  who  resided  mainly  in  Paris,  Sir  James  had  issue  four 
sons  and  a  daughter.     The  sons  were, 

1.  Charles  Byron  Webster-Wedderburn.     Born  in   Paris   28   Aug.    1815   (Scots' 

Mag.  1815,  p.  873  ;  Ann.  Reg.,  vol.  57,  p.  115) ;  died  at  Nantes  Oct.  1817;  buried 
in  Caen  Cathedral,  where  there  is  a  monument  to  him  (J.W.  47,  62).° 

2.  Charles  Francis  Webster-Wedderburn,  see  post,  p.  335. 

3.  Augustus  George  Henry  Desire  Webster-Wedderburn  [1821-45].     Born  at 

Boulogne,  near  Paris,  in  Nov.  1821,  and  baptized  there  18  Jan.  1822.  This  baptism 
is  entered  at  the  Bishop  of  London's  Office,  Doctor's  Commons,  his  name  being 
given  as  above,  but  omitting  the  "  Henry,"  and  his  parents  being  named  as  Wedder- 
burn  Webster,  Esq.,  and  Lady  Frances  Webster.  It  does  not,  however,  appear  who 
the  signatories  were.     He  died  unmarried  in  Jamaica  in  1845,  and  was  there  buried. 

4.  George  Gordon  Gerald  Trophine  de  Lally  Tollendal  Webster-Wedderburn 

[1827-75],  born  in  Paris  12  Dec.  1827,  and,  no  doubt,  baptized  there.  Among  his 
godparents  were  the  Duchess  of  Richmond  and  M.  de  Lally  Tollendal,  from  whom 
he  took  his  second  and  fifth  names.  He  entered  the  army  and  was  a  lieutenant  in 
the  24th  regiment  but  exchanged,  7  Oct.  1851,  into  the  76th,  and  was  afterwards 
a  major  in  the  7th  Fusiliers,  and  staff  officer  of  pensioners  at  Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

He  died  at  Abington  Abbey,  co.  Northampton,  20  Aug.  1875,  and  was  buried  at 
Lower  Norwood,  co.  Surrey.    His  will  was  proved  in  London  16  Sept.  1 875  (L.W.  35). 

He  married  at  Corfu,  3  March  1853  (Gent.  Mag.,  vol.  xxxix.,  p.  537)  Caroline 
Teresa  Dixon  (daughter  of  Captain  William  Dixon,  R.H.A.,  by  his  wife,  Cecilia 
Pierina  Gironci,  a  Spanish  lady),  and  by  her,  who  survived  him  and  resided  after 
his  death  at  Sydenham,  at  East  Molesey,  co.  Surrey,  and  in  London,  had  issue 
seven  daughters. 

1.  Prances  Caroline  Valentia  Webster-Wedderburn,  born  at  Annapolis 

Royal,  in  Nova  Scotia,  27  Jan.  1854.  Married  at  S.  John's  Church,  Albany, 
Western  Australia,  11  Dec.  1895,  Paid  Frederick  Straube,  eldest  son  of  the 
Rev.  F.  Straube. 

2.  Lucy  Blanche  Isabel  Webster-Wedderburn,  born  at  Fredericton,  Nova 

Scotia,  29  Sept.  1855;  died  suddenly  in  London  6  May  1896.7  She  was 
unmarried, 

1  Administration  of  his  estate  was  granted  to  his  daughter  6  Nov.  1840.     It   describes  him  as  late  of 

Hertford  Street,  Mayfair  (L.W.  23). 
■  His  mother's  memorandum  (J.W.  47)  is  wrong  in  giving  it  as  Jan.  1811. 

3  J.W.'s  MS.  adds  two  notes  here,  one  in  regard  to  the  parentage  of  Lord  Mountnorris  and  the  other  in 

regard  to  the  descent  of  Lady  Waterpark  from  the  Lord  President  Bradshaw,  who  presided  at  the 
trial  of  Charles  I. 

4  See  for  her  death  Gent.  Mag.,  vol.  vii.,  p.   329,  where,  however.  Sir  James  is  called  Baronet,  and  she 

herself  sixth  (fovirth  by  second  wife)  daughter  of  the  Earl.     The  burying-ground  in  S.  Audley  street 
has  now  been  laid  out  as  a  garden,  and  there  is  no  record  of  her  grave  stone. 

8  See  administration  of  her  estate  granted  to  her  husband,   Sir  James  Webster-Wedderburn,    Baronet 
(L.W.  22). 

''  The  following  lines,  written  by  his  father,  are,  I  believe,  engraved  on  the  tomb : — 

What  though  no  heraldry  or  pomp  of  woe  Oh !  had  the  hearts  that  bleed  the  power  to  save, 

Proclaim  the  tenant  of  the  space  below,  Thy  future  years  had  gladdened  other  times, 

Yet  tears  of  love  and  piety  combine  Or  now,  thy  form  reposed  in  other  climes, 

To  bless  and  consecrate  thy  humble  shrine.  But  vain  the  struggle  in  the  parent's  breast 

Too  loved,  too  lovely,  thou  art  called  away  Else  Caledon  had  been  thy  place  of  rest. 

To  the  blest  regions  of  eternal  day,  Land  of  my  sires  !     Oh,  when  I  tread  thy  shore 

As  some  bright  meteor  bursts  on  human  eyes,  And  think  of  one  who  ne'er  can  see  thee  more, 

Gleams  o'er  the  deep,  then  mingles  with  the  skies         Then  busy  memory,  with  a  sad  alloy. 

So  thy  pure  spirit  winged  its  heavenly  flight,  Shall  dim  the  eye  that  else  had  filled  with  joy, 

And  rose  triumphant  o'er  this  world  of  night.  And  dwell  with  sorrow  on  the  lovely  bier 

Peace  to  thy  narrow  bed  and  infant  grave.  Far  from  the  Caledon  where  all  is  dear  ! 

7  See  an  account  of  the  circumstances  in  the  Weekly  Sun  10  May  1896. 
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3.  Maria   Prederica   Rosa   Webster- Wedderburn,    born  at    Winchester  Part  in. 

12  May  1857.  Chap-  ,x- 

4.  Annie  Edith  Webster-Wedderburn,  bom  at  Gibraltar,  27  July  1858. 

5.  Georgiana   Cecilia  Webster-Wedderburn,   born    i860,  died   in  India 

aged  1  year  and  3  months,  and  was  buried  at  Newsheva,  Punjab,  3  May 
1861  (India  Office,  Reg.  Beng.  Bur.,  xcix.,  486). 

6.  Alice  Ellen  Annesley  Webster-Wedderburn,  born   and   baptized   in 

India  1862  (India  Office,  Reg.  Beng.  Bapt..  cii.,  553);  died  there  aged  a 
little  over  eight  months,  and  was  buried  at  Ferozepore  31  May  1863 
(lb.  Bur.,  civ.,  119). 

7.  Maude  Gertrude  Annesley  Webster-Wedderburn,  born  at  Newcastle- 

under-Lyme.  11  Jan.   1871;  married  24  September   1892  at  S.  Matthias' 
Church,  Earl's  Court,  Kensington,  Henry  Alexander  Hadden,  youngest  son 
of  the  late  Frederick  John  Hadden. 
The  daughter  was, 

Lucy  Sarah  Anne  Wedderburn,  born  in  Paris  2  March  1812  (J.W.  62) ;  baptized  in 
Brussels  ;  died  at  Martyr  Worthy,  near  Winchester,  24  April  1864  ;  buried  there 
She  married  at  Norwood  23  August  1834  (Gent.  Mag.,  N.S.,  vol.  ii.,  p.  424),  the 
Rev.  Alfred  Ccesar  Bisshop,  rector  of  Martyr  Worthy  (1851),  and  later  (1866)  of 
Bramdean,  Hants,  by  whom  (b.  23  Feb.  1811,  d.  29  Sept.  1885)1  she  had  issue  nine 
sons  and  three  daughters.2 


Charles  Francis  Webster-Wedderburn  [1820-86],  eldest  surviving  son  of  Sir 
James  Webster-Wedderburn  (ante  p.  332),  was  born  in  Piccadilly,  London,  1  July  1820 
(J.W.  62;  Scots'  Mag.,  p.  188;  Gent.  Mag.,  xc.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  83),  and  was  educated  at  the 
Charterhouse,  where  he  entered  as  a  "gown  boy  "  in  1831. 3 

He  entered  the  army  as  ensign  in  the  52nd  Regiment,  but  soon  after  exchanged  into 
the  53rd,  in  which  he  was  captain,  and  with  which  he  served  in  India  (two  medals),1  after 
which  he  was,  for  some  time,  Governor  of  the  Borough  Gaol  at  Armley,  co.  York. 
Captain  Wedderburn  also  served  in  the  Franco-Prussian  War,  and  was  decorated  with  the 
bronze  cross,  and  with  the  officers'  gold  cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honour. 

He  died  at  74  Warrior  Square,  S.  Leonard's,  28  Feb.  1886,  and  was  buried  at 
Bournemouth.5 

He  was  thrice  married, 

i.  At  Agra,  Bengal,  1  Jan.  1846,  to  Mary  Ann  Taylor,  daughter  of  H.  Taylor 
(Lid-.  Off.,  Reg.  Beng.  Marr.,  lxix.,  44),  and  by  her,  who  died,  3  Jan.  1848,  and  was 
buried  the  next  day  at  Ferozepore,  near  Lahore,15  in  India,  had  issue  one  child,  who 
died  at  its  birth,  and  was  buried  with  its  mother. 

1  He  married  secondly  Louisa  Frances  Katharine  Legge,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Augustus  George 

Legge,  Chancellor  and  Archdeacon  of  Winchester,  Rector  of  Wonston  and  North  Waltham,  co.  Hants. 

2  The  sons  were  James   Francis  Wedderburn,  Howard  Arthur  Wedderburn,   Henry,   late  of  the  89th  and 

22ud  regiments,  Herbert  Alfred,  Robert  Wedgwood  Shirreff,  Helyar  Wedderburn,  William  Ushorne 
Douglas.  Philip  George  Crosbie,  and  Frederick  William.  The  daughters  were  Matilda  Ellen,  Alice 
Lucy  (m.  9  April  1872  Robert  VVilloughby,  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Robert  George  Luxton  of  Brushton 
Barton,  co.  Devon,  and  by  him,  who  died  11  Nor.  1876,  had  issue),  and  Frances  Ann  Augusta.  The 
second  son,  Howard  Alfred  Bisshop  (died  unmarried  3  Feb.  1893  at  the  Hermitage,  Old  Shirley,  near 
Southampton  ;  buried  at  Martyr  Worthy,  near  Winchester),  printed  a  record  of  his  father's  family, 
which  is  of  long  standing,  and  was  good  enough  to  read  the  first  draft  of  this  part  of  the  present  book. 

3  "  Charles  Francis  Webster  Wedderburn,  gown  boy  1831,  son  of  Sir  James  and  Lady  Frances  Webster 

Wedderburn,  born  1820,  late  Captain  53rd  regt. ,  served  in  India  (medal),  also  in  the  Franco-German 
war  (bronze  cross,  etc.)."     List  of  Carthusians  1800-79,  ed.  W.  D.  Parish,  Lewes,  1879. 

4  The  Punjab  and  the  North- West  Frontier. 

5  Administration  of   his  estate  (with  will  annexed)  was  granted  to  his  second  son,  5  May  1886.     The  will, 

dated  21  Oct.  1885,  directs  that  he  be  buried  at  Bournemouth,  with  his  (second)  wife,  and  that 
"  the  following  inscription  be  engraved  on  copper  plate  and  let  in  the  obelisk  there,  '  To  the  memory 
of  Charles  Francis  Webster  Wedderburn,  late  of  the  53rd  Light  Infantry,  eldest  son  of  the  late  Sir 
James  and  the  Rt.  Honble.  the  Lady  Frances  Webster-Wedderburn,  and  grandson  of  George  1st  Earl 
of  Mount  Morris,  8th  Viscount  Valentia.  Died  — .  Aged  — '  "  (L.  W.  51). 
b  The  tomb  is  a  brick  one  and  is  registered  as  No.  1  in  the  military  cemetery  at  Ferozepore.  It  is 
inscribed  "  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mary  Ann,  the  beloved  wife  of  C.  F.  W.  Wedderburne,  Esq., 
Lieut.  H.M.  53r,t  Reg1,  who  departed  this  life  the  3rd  of  January  1848,  aged  24  years  11  months  and 
21  days.  Also  of  her  infant  child.  The  Lord  hath  given,  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  Blessed  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord." 
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Part  nr.  ii.     At  East  Coker   Parish   Church,  co.  Somerset,  9  Oct.  1849,  to  Ann  Helyar, 

Chap.  ix.  daughter  to  William  Helyar,  of  Coker  Court,  co.  Somerset,  and  Sedgehill  House,  co.  Wilts., 
by  whom  (who  died  at  Bournemouth,  2  Nov.  1883,  set.  56,  and  was  there  buried)  he  had 
issue,  three  sons  and  five  daughters.     See  below. 

iii.  At  S.  Marylebone,  London,  28  May  1885,  to  Emily  Honoria  Helyar,  daughter 
to  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Helyar,  of  Sutton  Bingham,  co.  Somerset,  by  whom  (living  at 
S.  Leonard's  1897)  he  had  no  issue. 

The  children  of  his  second  marriage  were, 

1.  Charles  Albert  Webster-Wedderburn  born  1850,  died  at  Peshawur,  aged  18 

months,  8  Feb.,  and  was  there  buried,  9  Feb.  1852  (Ind.  Off.  Reg.  Beng.  Bur., 
lxxxi,  191). 

2.  Arthur  Augustus  Helyar  Webster-Wedderburn,  born  in  Bengal,  2  Oct.  1853 

(Ind.  Off.  Reg.  Beng.  Births,  cii,  552),  and  living  1897,  at  Kingston,  Jamaica, 
where  he  is  Inspector  of  Constabulary.  He  married,  25  April  1888,  at  St.  Andrew's, 
Jamaica.  Catharine  Elspeth  Maude  Hamilton,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late 
Henry  Charles  Hamilton,  C.S.I.,  of  the  Bengal  Civil  Service,  fourth  son  of  Sir 
Frederick  Hamilton,  Baronet,  of  Silverton  Hill,  but  has  no  issue. 

3.  Charles  Ed-ward  Webster-Wedderburn,  born  at  Melcombe  Regis,  Weymouth, 

16  Sept.  1855.  He  married  at  St.  John's,  Portsea,  5  Sept  1885,  Louisa  Adele 
Snook  (or  Kimber),1  daughter  to  the  late  George  James  Snook  or  Kimber  of 
Southsea,  but  has  no  issue. 

4.  Albert  Annesley  Webster-Wedderburn,  born  at  Boulogne,  9  June  1864,  living 

1897   at  Eglinton,   Bathurst,  New  South  Wales.     He  married,    at  the  Anglican 
Church,  Cooma,  New  South  Wales,   14  June  1892,  Adelaide  Scott,  daughter  of 
J.  S.  Scott,  but  has  (1898)  no  issue, 
and 

1.  Francis  Helyar  Webster-Wedderburn,    born   in   Bengal    1851,    and   died   at 

Peshawur,  aged  one  year,  25  Aug.  1852,  and  was  there  buried  (Ind.  Off.  Beng. 
Birth*,  lxxxi,  68,  and  Beng.  Deaths,  lxxxii,  200.) 

2.  Gertrude  Violet  Webster-Wedderburn,  born  in  Paris,  Nov.  1857,  married  at 

St.  George's,  Hanover  Square,  26  April  1877,  her  cousin,  Horace  Augustus  Helyar 
of  the  diplomatic  service,  and  by  him  who  died  8  Oct.  1893,2  had  issue,  a  son, 
Weston,  born  14  Sept.  1878,  died  at  Winchester  College,  1  July  1892,  and  a 
daughter,  Dorothy,  born  at  Coker  Court.  Somerset,  10  Nov.  1879.  (ii.)  At  St. 
Margaret's  Church,  Westminster,  3  Nov.  1894,  John  Savile-Lumley,  only  son  of  the 
late  Rev.  Frederick  Savile-Lumley,  rector  of  Bilsthorpe,  and  nephew  and  heir  pre- 
sumptive of  the  1st  Baron  Savile,  whom  he  succeeded  as  second  baron  in  1896. 

3.  Florence  Webster-Wedderburn,  born  at  Armley,  28  Sept.  1859,  and  died  there, 

12  Feb.  1861. 

4.  Mary  Annesley  Webster-Wedderburn,    born   at  Armley,    13  May   1861,  and 

died  at  Melcombe  Regis,  Weymouth,  11  May  1862. 

5.  Lucy  Constance  Webster-Wedderburn,  born  at  Belfield  Terrace,  Weymouth, 

24  July  1863,  and  died  young  at  Boulogne  (Cons.  Reg.,  Somerset  House,  Index 
of  Deaths,  vol.  viii,  p.  1243). 


1  Mrs.  C.  E.  Webster-Wedderburn's  father  changed  his  name  to  Kimber  in  1886.     His  Christian  name  is 

erroneously  given  in  Debrett. 
-  He  died  at  Paikstone,  Bournemouth,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  vault  at  Coker  ;  his  son  Weston  in  a 

grave  near  the  vault. 
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PAET     III. 

Chapter   X. 

Thomas  Wedderburn  of  Cantra   (third   son   of   Sir  Alexander,    fourth   baronet), 
and  his  descendants  at  auchterhouse,  blairgowrie,  and  in  london. 

(See  pedigrees  at  p.  339  and  at  pp.  529-31  of  vol.  ii.) 

Thomas  Wedderburn  [1710 — 1771  J,1  seventh  but  third  surviving  son  of  Sir  Part  m. 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness  (ante,  p.  261),  was  born  2  April  and  CnaP-  x- 
baptized  at  Dundee  5  April  17102  (Bl.  11  ;  D.B.  61).  He  is  next  named,  5  Sept.  1727,  as 
"merchant  in  Dundee"  in  a  sasine  to  which  he  acts  as  bailie  (F.S.  99).  J.W.  does  not 
allude,  either  in  his  printed  memoir  or  in  his  MS.,  to  his  having  been  engaged  in  commerce 
in  Dundee,  but  says,  vaguely,  that  he  went  to  the  north  country  between  1730-40.  It  is 
clear,  however,  that,  like  many  of  the  younger  sons  of  the  Scottish  gentry,  he  was  at  one 
time  intended  for  a  mercantile  career,  and,  I  think,  continued  to  trade  in  Dundee  until 
about  1736.  There  is  a  decree  for  him,  dated  at  Dundee  6  Sept.  1732,  which  probably 
refers  to  his  mercantile  dealings  (D.Dec.  84)  and  26  Nov.  1733  he  gives  evidence  as  to  a 
sale  of  goods  by  one  George  Dempster,  in  whose  service  he  had  been  at  the  time  of  the 
sale  (ib.  87).  He  is  also  named  as  witnessing  baptisms  at  Dundee  25  Jan.  1736  and  4  Sept. 
1740  (D.B.  orig.  record,  s.  dd.),  but  as  he  married  just  after  the  latter  date  and  his  wife 
was  from  the  north,  it  is  probable  that  he  had  already  gone  there,  and  so  met  the  lady 
of  his  choice.  Either  somewhat  before  or  immediately  after  his  marriage  he  became  col- 
lector of  excise  at  Inverness.  I  have  not  ascertained  the  exact  date  of  his  appointment 
nor  precisely  when  he  ceased  to  hold  it,  but  he  was  certainly  collector  from  1741  to  1759. 
Thus  he  is  so  designed  in  a  bill  protested  against  him  8  July  1741  (R.D.  344)  ;  in  a  bond 
by  him  and  his  two  elder  brothers  to  his  uncle  of  Idvies  and  his  brother-in-law  of  Birkhill, 
24  Sept.  1744  (S.W.  576)  f  while  in  two  other  bonds,  9  May  1745,  he  is  described  as 
collector  at  Forres,  now  of  Fortrose  (R.D.  359).  From  the  registers  of  the  baptisms  of 
his  children  it  would  appear  that  he  resided  first  at  Grange,  and  later  at  Forres  1742-43, 
at  Rosemarkie  or  Fortrose  1744-50,  at  Merknish  1751,  and  finally  at  Cantra,  to  which 
(says  J.W.)  he  removed  in  1753.  "While  at  Rosemarkie  in  1744  he  compiled  a  Genea- 
logical account  of  the  surname  of  Dunbar,  which  is  yet  preserved  in  MS.,  and  affords  ample 
proof  of  the  writer's  assiduity  and  research  in  that  species  of  reading  "  (J.W.'s  MS.).4 

In  1745-46,  but  at  what  precise  date  I  have  no  memorandum,  he  joined  Prince 
Charles  Edward,  and  was  in  quarters  with  his  royal  highness's  troops  in  Inverness  just 
before  the  battle  of  Culloden  (ib.).  There  is  among  J.W.'s  papers  (J.W.  70)  a  beautiful 
letter  addressed  by  him  to  his  wife,  and  written  on  his  arrival  at  his  quarters  in  Inverness, 
11  April  1746.  This  letter,  of  which  a  facsimile  is  given  opposite  and  which  is  well  worth 
preservation,  is  as  follows  : — 

My  Dear 

I  am  just  now  come  to  my  Quarters,  its  about  Eleven  at  night.  There  is  nothing  in 
my  mind,  but  God,  and  you.  I  cannot  go  to  Bed  until  I  tell  you,  that  I  never  think 
myself  entire  but  when  I  am  with  you.  I  would  be  very  happy  if  I  could  now  Lye  Down 
in  your  Arms.     I  shall  Lye  down  with  regret :  With  no  more  Comfort,  than  my  Conscience 

1  Synopsis  of  References :— S.W.  576,  598,  683  ;  Bl.  11  ;  J.W.  66-69,  71,  73  ;  D.Dec.  84  ;  G.S.R.  142  ; 

F.S.  99,  125 ;  R.D.  344,  359,  377,  387,  389,  390,  394  ;  R.A.D.  181  ;  D.B.  84  and  orig.  record  ;  L.VV. 

6,  15  ;  H.C.R.  iii.,  iv. 
-  In  entering  up  his  pedigree  at  the  Heralds'  College,  London,  in  1799  (H.C.R.  iii.)  his  son  John  says  that 

he  was  born  at  Blackness  2  April  1701,  but  both  place  and  year  are  wrong.     Blackness  did  not  pass 

to  his  father  till  1718,  and  the  year  is  an  error  for  1710. 

3  This  bill  is  signed  by  him  at  Inverness  25  May  1748.     He  is  also  called  "  collector  of  the  customs  at 

Inverness  "  in  the  inscription  on  his  wife's  tomb  (post,  p.  341  n.  6). 

4  This  MS.  was  in  J.  W.  's   possession  and  descended  to  the  late  Colonel  Wedderburn  at  Marfield,  but 

some  years  since  was  unaccountably  lost. 

2u 
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Part  in.  can  affoord.  I  Bless  God  for  the  peace  of  mind  I  have.  And  for  the  gracious  assistance 
Chap.  x.  ne  nag  given  m6)  ^y  yOU  Qur  engagements  are  such,  that  we  must  be  Happy,  or  not,  in 
Excess ;  I  do  think  that  Indifferency,  if  ever  we  allow  it  to  Enter  our  Minds,  would  soon 
turn  to  Hate.  You  do  give  me,  and  can  continue  to  me,  all  the  pleasure  that  a  Wife  I 
Love  can  give  ;  you  affoord  me  all  the  Happiness  that  a  Virtuous  Companion  can  produce 
in  a  mind  already  full  of  you.  It  is  in  your  power,  to  make  me  more  miserable  than  I 
can  tell  you,  it  is  beyond  Expression,  it  is  more  than  possibly  you  can  Imagine.  I  am 
satisfied  of  the  Truth  and  Strength  of  our  Affection,  and  hope  it  shall  end  only  with  Life 
itself.     In  the  strictest  Truth  of  my  Heart,  I  assure  you,  I  am  wholly  yours. 

Now  I  am  just  going  to  Bed.  I  know  not  if  ever  I  shall  Sleep;  or  if  I  do  Sleep,  I 
know  not  if  I  shall  ever  Awake,  it  may  be  the  Sleep  of  Death.  I  thank  God  for  his  past 
Mercies.  I  beg  a  Continuance  of  them.  I  cannot  Breath,  once,  without  them.  This  is  a 
serious  Subject,  but  it  is  what  one  will  reflect  upon,  if  we  Die  as  we  would  wish,  not  a 
sudden  Death.  From  which  Good  Lord  deliver  us. 
God  Bless  you  and  our  Dear  Boy.     I  am 

Your  affectionate  and  faithfull 
In  vs  11th  1746.  Husband 

Thos  Wedderburn. 
Addressed  on  the  back  : — 
Mrs.  Wedderburn 

at  Grangehill. 

Another  and  earlier  letter  fi'om  him  in  connection  with  the  affairs  of  the  time  is 
printed  in  The  Sutherland  Book  by  Sir  William  Fraser  (Edin.  1892,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  255-57). 
It  is  addressed  to  William,  (16th)  Earl  of  Sutherland,  and  gives  an  account  of  the  battle 
of  Prestonpans,  on  Sept.  21.  The  Earl  was  an  adherent  of  the  Hanoverian  government, 
so  that  it  is  clear  that  at  this  date  Thomas  Wedderburn  had  not  joined  the  Prince. 
Probably  he  did  not  do  so  until  just  before  Culloden,  but  that  he  was  present  at  that 
battle  and  on  the  side  of  Prince  Charles  is  clear  from  the  letter  to  his  wife  being  addressed 
from  his  quarters  at  Inverness,  where  the  Prince  and  his  followers  were  assembled,  as  well 
as  from  the  statement  of  his  grandson,  J.W.,  who,  no  doubt,  had  it  from  his  father.  The 
letter  to  the  Earl  of  Sutherland  is  as  follows  : — 

My  Lord, 

I  have  no  better  paper.  Your  lordships  letter  I  received  by  my  servant  at  Inverness, 
August  the  26th.  In  obedience  to  your  request  I  wrote  from  Nairn,  August  28th,  what 
news  I  heard  handed  about  at  that  time.  I  was  then  upon  my  collection  going  eastward. 
When  I  had  return'd,  and  was  some  days  at  home,  which  was  the  second  week  of 
September,  I  wrote  your  lordship  a  long  letter,  just  what  I  heard  then.  Since  that  time 
I  heard  nothing  worth  writtiug,  but  what  was  so  late  e'er  I  had  it,  that 'twas  needless  then 
to  trouble  your  lordship  with  it.  I  was  in  Inverness  yesterday,  when  I  heard  some 
speaking  of  a  person  of  distinction  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  who  was  judged  too  foreward 
in  writting  news  ;  and  a  friend  told  me,  without  giving  any  other  satisfaction,  "  that  I  was 
discreet  enough  in  my  way  of  adviseing  news,  but  that  if  I  had  not,  by  any  instance  he 
knew  of,  I  would  have  heard  of  it  and  had  cause  to  repent  it."  From  this  I  suppose  my 
last  letter  to  your  lordship  has  been  opened,  for  I  have  not  wrote  a  scrape  on  the  subject 
but  to  your  lordship,  and  one  letter  to  Doctor  Wedderburn  at  Dundee,  which  was  by  ane 
express  from  Elgin. 

Yesterday  it  was  said  at  Inverness  that  upon  Saturday  last  the  forces  that  were 
north  with  Sir  John  Cope,  being  join'd  with  five  companys  of  foot  from  Berwick  and  those 
at  Edinburgh,  making  in  all  three  regiments  of  foot  and  two  regiments  of  dragoons,  drew 
up  for  batle  near  Cockenie  by  Prestonpans.  The  Highland  army,  consisting  of  five 
thousand,  and  one  thousand  from  Edinburgh,  attacked  them,  first  with  artillery,  where- 
with they  were  better  jjrovided  than  the  regular  forces,  and  observing  the  advantage  of 
the  ground  against  them,  Lochail  and  Kaputh,  with  a  thousand  good  men,  were  ordered  to 
turn  about  towards  the  south-east  and  attack  them  in  the  rear.  This  made  the  other  leave 
their  ground  and  advance.  The  Highland  army,  when  the  dragoons  advanced,  opened  and 
let  them  pass  foreward,  then  faced  about  and  had  great  advantage.  The  Highlanders 
fired  their  muskets  but  once,  and  then  run  in  sword  in  hand.  In  short,  its  said  they 
gaind  a  compleat  victory,  having  killed  and  wounded  6  or  eight  hundred,  and  taken  the 
rest  prisoners,  excepting  three  troop  of  dragoons,  who  went  off  with  Sir  John  Cope.     He 
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Pedigree  showing  descent  from  Thomas  Wedderburn  of  C antra,  third  surviving  son  of 
Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn,  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness,  1710 — 1898. l 

Thomas  Wedderburn, =j=Katharine,   daughter   of    Alexander 
b.  1710,  d.  1771.  I  Dunbar  of  Grange,  b.  1720,  m.  1740, 

d.  1818. 


Part  III. 
Chap.  X. 


Alexander  Wed- 
derburn, b.  1741, 
d.  1770  unm. 


John  Wedderburn=T=Mary  Wisdom 


of  Spring  Garden, 
Jamaica,  b.  1743, 
d.  1820. 


dau.  of  George 
Bedward,  b. 
1764,  m.  1782, 
d.  1835. 


JamesWed- 
derburn,  b. 
1751,  d. 
1797,  unm. 


1 — ! — , 

1.  Mary,  d.  unm.  1772. 

2.  Katharine,  d.  unm. 
1825. 

3.  Elizabeth,     m.     — 
Myth,  d.  1819.-> 


n 

4.  Robina,    d. 
unm.  1796. 

5.  Thomasina, 
d.  unm.  1797. 


JamesWed-: 
derburn,  b. 
1788,  d. 
1831. 


Isabella,  dau.  of 
David  Lyon,  b. 
1796,  m.  1817, 
d.1876.  Shem. 
(2)  Sir  Charles 
Fremantle,  who 
d.s.p.  1869. 


JohnWed-: 
derburn,b. 
1798,  d. 
1839. 


;Lady  Helen 
Ogilvy,dau. 
of  Walter, 
Earl  of  Air- 
lie,  b.  1798, 
m.  1823,  d. 
1868. 


1.  Elizabeth,  m. 
1802,    Andrew 
Wedderburn- 
Colvile,  d.s.p. 
1803. 

2.  Mary,m.l817, 
Rev.  John  Well- 
ings,  d.  1856.-7> 


n 

3.KatharineGeorg- 
iana,  m.  1810,  Pat- 
rickStirlingofKip- 
pendavie,  co,  Perth, 
d.  1863.-> 

4.  Thomasina,  d. 
unm.  1806. 


John  Kel-=j=Charlotte, 


lermann 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1818,  d. 
1891. 


Emily 
Frederica, 
m.  0.  J. 
Knyvett, 
livingl898 
and  has 
issue  four 
daughters. 


dau.  of  Sir 
Thomas 
Macmahon, 
b.  1823,  m. 
1843,  d. 
1894. 

Isabella 
Lottie, 
m.  H.  B. 
Hamil- 
ton, d. 
1881, 
leaving 
issue  one 


John    Wal-=f=Margaret,    JamesAlex- 
terWedder-     dau,  of        anderWed- 


burn,  b. 
1824,  d. 
1879. 


Thomas 
Whaite, 
m.  1854. 


derburn,  b. 
1825,  d. 
1854. 


:Mariou, 

dau.ofSir 

James 

Cosmo 

Melvili, 

K.C.B., 

m.  1848. 


David  Wed- 
derburn, b. 
1826,  d. 
1853,  unm. 


Helen  Georgi- 
ana,  m.  1871, 
Andrew  Web- 
ster who  d.s.p. 
1876. 


Rev.  John 
Walter 
Maurice 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1855. 


Charles 
David 
St.  Clair 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1864. 


Helen 
Marga- 
ret. 


James 
Alexan- 
der Wed- 
derburn, 
b.  1849, 
d.  1852. 


Alexander1 
Dundas 
Ogilvy 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1854. 


-Mathilda, 
dau. of  H. 
W.Segel- 
cke,  m. 

1887. 


1.  MarionHes- 
ter  b.  1850,  d. 
1851. 

2.  MarionHes- 
ter,b.l852,m. 
1883,  Capt.  S. 
B.  Moore. 


Alexander  Henry  Melvil' 
Wedderburn,  b.  1892. 


Margaret  Griselda. 


See  also  the  pedigrees,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  529-31,  in  both  of  which,  however,  the  name  of  Katharine  Dunbar's 
father  13  wrongly  given  as  Robert. 
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Part  in.  went  off  in  a  boat,  and  was  put  on  board  the  man  of  war  who  brought  him  from  Aberdeen, 
Chap.  x.  an(j  ^y  march'd  for  Berwick.  The  military  chest  and  all  the  baggage  fell  to  the 
Highlanders.  One  odd  piece  is  that  three  troops  of  Hamilton's  dragoons  took  the 
Highland  side,  and  three  troops  that  were  making  their  way  for  Berwick  were  pursued  by 
Barsdale  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  who  all  stript  to  their  shirts,  on  foot,  who 
overtook  the  dragoons.  I  suppose  by  turning  a  hill  and  gaining  ground  that  way,  and  made 
them  prisoners,  for  which  Barsdale  was  made  a  knight  bannarett.  Part  of  them  return'd 
to  Edinburgh  that  night.  Major  Cawlfield  got  into  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  having  come 
off  early.     He  had  no  rank  there. 

It  was  not  said  that  the  president  had  accounts  of  this.  I  believe  he  had  not 
yesterday  at  12  o'clock.  'Twas  by  express  to  Lord  Lovat,  who  past  thro  Inverness 
yesterday  in  his  coach,  going  to  dine  at  Culloden,  and  some  people  spoke  with  him  a  little 
in  the  street,  and  he  confirmed  all.  I  won't  say  every  particular  I  mention  was  asked  at 
him,  for  there  was  not  time  ;  but  what  I  said  is  allowed  by  most  to  be  truth,  most 
1  hat  I  spoke  with,  and  that  way  I  give  it  your  lordship.  I  doubt  there's  too  much  of  it 
true,  whether  it  be  all  true  or  not.  There's  100  or  a  hundred  and  twenty  on  the  Highland 
side  killed  or  wounded.  I  got  not  a  right  account  of  officers  killed,  or  taken,  but  Colonel 
Gardner  is  said  to  be  dead.  I  heard  of  no  troops  landed  for  or  against  the  government. 
Every  body  will  take  their  own  reflection  what  may  be  the  consequence  of  this  both  in 
the  north  and  south. 

I  cannot  find  there  has  been  any  difference  betwixt  the  two  great  men  your  lordship 
mentioned. 

My  wife  and  I  offer  our  dutyfull  respects  to  your  lordship,  the  countess,  and  Lady 
Betty,  and  I  am,  most  respectfully,  My  lord, 

Your  lordships  most 
humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 
Fortrose,  26th  September  1745.  Thomas   Wedderburn. 

P.S. — Some  say  Glenbuket  is  gone  south,  some  say  not.  Yesterday  morning  I  found 
no  centinell  upon  the  bridge  at  Inverness,  but  much  about  the  time  that  Lord  Lovat  came 
in  there  was  one  of  one  of  the  Highland  companys  placed  upon  the  bridge.  When  I  left 
Inverness  all  was  quiet  there,  and  we  continue  so  here  as  yet. 

After  Culloden  he  seems  to  have  escaped,  and  continued  to  act  as  collector  of  excise.1 
Thus  he  is  so  designed,  at  Fortrose,  3  Oct.  1752,  when  he  takes  one  John  Miller  as  his 
apprentice  for  four  years  (R.D.  389).  Soon  after  he  moved,  as  has  been  said,  to  Cantra, 
where  a  bill  was  protested  against  him,  "  collector  of  excise,"  21  July  1755  (ib.  377).  I 
think  his  affairs  must  have  become  involved,  as  there  are  other  protested  bills,  15  April 
1757,  11  Sept.  1758,  and  26  Sept.  1759  {ib.  387,  390,  394),  as  well  as  one  accepted  by 
him,  14  Nov.  1759  (S.W.  598).  Probably  this  accounts  for  the  fact  that  in  the  entail  of 
Idvies  in  1766  his  name  is  omitted  although  his  sons  are  called  to  the  succession  (G.S.R. 
142;  F.S.  125).  That  at  one  time  he  was  in  great  difficulties  is  clear  from  a  decreet,2 
dated  9  Aug.  1768,  which  recites  that  in  about  1753  he  fell  "  into  a  dropsy,  rendering  him 
incapable  of  business,  ....  the  attempted  cure  of  which  at  Edinburgh  and  elsewhere 
also  involved  him  in  much  expense  "  so  that  he  was  driven  into  debt.  It  further  recites 
that  his  creditors,  including  his  brother-in-law,  David  Scrymgeour,  not  only  proceeded 
against  him,  but,  on  12  Dec.  1767  "  cruelly  and  in  a  barbarous  manner  dragged  him  from 
his  home  at  Gallacantry  "  and  imprisoned  him  in  the  tolbooth  at  Nairn,  and  it  is  in  respect 
of  these  proceedings  that  he  now  obtains  a  decreet  for  his  discharge  from  the  tolbooth 
upon  his  assigning  all  his  goods  for  his  creditors'  benefit  (R.A.D.  181). 

He  died  soon  after,  but  at  what  precise  date  is  not  quite  clear.  His  widow  in  one 
place  (post,  p.  352)  and  his  son  John,  in  his  record  of  1799  (H.C.R.  III.),3  give  Jan.  1771  as 
the  date,  and  this  is  followed  by  J.W.  in  his  printed  memoir.  But  in  another  memorandum 
by  Thomas  Wedderburn's  wife  (J.W.  66,  67)  the  date  is  given  as  Dec.  1766,  and  this  is 
adopted  by  J.W.  in  his  MS.,  while  lastly  a  copy  (J.W.  71)  of  the  inscription  on  his  tomb 
gives  the  date  as  Dec.  1769.     It  is  clear,  however,  from  the  above  decreet  that  he  was 

1  J.W.  in  his  MS.  says  that  "  in  1755  he  settled  in  the  town  of  Inverness,  where  he  was  appointed  Collector 

of  the  Customs,"  and  adds  that  "  he  died  there  in  1766."     These  statements,  however,  are  inaccurate. 
He  was,  as  we  have  seen,  collector  long  before  1755,  and  did  not  die  till  1769-71  (see  above). 

2  He  is  designed  "  late  collector  of  excise  at  Inverness  "  in  this  decreet. 

3  In  my  own  record  at  the  Heralds'  College  I  followed  the  error  of  J.W.'s  MS.  and  gave  1766  as  the 

date  (H.C.K.  IV.). 
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living  in  August  1768,  and  I  think  that  1771  may  he  taken  as  the  correct  date  of  his  death.  Partm. 
J.W.  says  that  he  died  at  Inverness  and  was  buried  in  the  churchyard  at  Cray.1  Chap.  x. 

He  had  married,  no  doubt  in  the  North,  20  Sept.  1740,  Katharine  Dunbar,  second 
•daughter  of  Alexander  Dunbar2  of  Grange,  co.  Moray  (by  Mary  Fraser,  daughter  of  James 
Fraser  LL.D.,  secretary  of  Chelsea  Hospital).3  A  good  portrait  of  her  by  Sir  Henry  Raeburn 
is  in  my  possession.4  She  was  born  at  Grange,  22  July  1720, 5  and  died  at  Baxter's 
Building,  Leith  Walk,  Edinburgh,  12  Feb.  1818,  and  was  buried  there  in  the  cemetery 
of  the  Buccleuch  Chapel.6  J.W.  in  his  MS.  says  that  she  retained  at  her  advanced  age 
"  much  of  both  mental  and  bodily  power,  and  the  evident  remains  of  great  beauty  and 
intelligence."  After  her  husband's  death  she  resided  at  Nairn,  where  she  was  living 
in  1790  (J.W.  67),  but  in  1793  removed  to  Edinburgh  (ib.)  and  remained  there  till 
her  death.     By  her  Thomas  Wedderburn   had  issue  three  sons  and  five  daughters  of 

1  "  While  resident  at  Cantra — a  seat  of  the  Dallas  family — from  1753  to  1755,  Thomas  Wedderburn  fixed 
on  the  place  of  his  own  interment,  a  spot  of  singular  and  lonely  beauty,  among  the  ruins  of  an  ancient 
monastic  building — the  old  vicarial  church  of  Dalcroix  or  Dalcross — on  the  estate.  There  he  was 
interred,  but  the  family  of  Dallas  having  meantime  gone,  Cantra  was  sold  to  a  Mr. 
Davidson,  who  destroyed  the  venerable  ruin  and  huddled  together  the  gravestones  to  build  a 
cemetery  for  his  own  family.  He  proposed  to  record  Thomas  Wedderburn's  name  on  the  entablature 
of  the  new  mausoleum,  but  this  proposal  was  declined  by  Thomas'  widow,  who  at  length  obtained  a 
reluctant  consent  to  place  an  humble  stone  above  her  husband's  grave"  (Note  to  J.W.'s  MS.,  some- 
what condensed).     For  the  inscription  on  the  stone  see  J.W.  71. 

4  See  J.W.  115,  and  for  a  fuller  account  of  her  descent  and  especially  of  the  Duubars,  post,  p.  352  seqq. 
"It  may  seem  singular  (says  J.W.  in  his  MS.)  that  with  every  personal  good  quality  and  the 
most  ancient  descent  in  Scotland,  her  alliance  was  in  one  respect  objectionable.  Miss  Dunbar's 
family  were  Presbyterians  ;  her  husband  and  all  his  family,  Episcopalians.  They  were,  of  course, 
averse  to  the  alliance,  which  took  place,  moreover,  at  a  period  when  the  change  in  the  national 
religious  establishment  was  so  recent,  that  the  strong  personal  feeling  of  dislike  engendered  by  it 
between  members  of  the  old  church  and  the  newer  and  predominating  party  were  still  inveterate. 
Two  opinions,  besides,  were  engendered  under  one  roof,  in  itself  a  misfortune,  the  sons  of  the 
marriage  being  educated  as  Episcopalians,  the  daughters  as  Presbyterians." 

s  "  Dr.  Fraser  was  son  to  a  Presbyterian  minister  in  the  county  of  Inverness,  where  he  was  born  in  1645. 
He  married  an  English  lady  connected  with  the  Impeys,  and  practised  in  London  as  a  physician. 
His  family  is  unknown,  but  his  fortune  was  considerable.  He  was  educated  at  King's  College, 
Aberdeen,  and  in  1725  he  repaired  and  added  to  the  college  library  and  constructed  the  south  side  of 
the  College  Court  of  buildings.  In  consequence  of  a  quarrel  with  his  son-in-law  about  a  fit  site  for 
a  new  mausion  at  Grange  Hill,  Dr.  Fraser  bequeathed  all  he  possessed  to  King's  College,  where  a 
portrait  of  him  is  preserved.  He  died  in  1731"  (notes  to  J.W.'s  MS.).  See  also  the  wills  of 
Katharine  Dunbar's  son  James  (S.W.  683  ;  L.  W.  6),  of  her  son  John  (L.W.  15),  and  of  her  daughter 
Thomasiua  (R.D.  450)  for  references  to  various  Fraser  relatives. 

4  It  represents  her  in  age  and  was  probably  painted  in  about  1800,  when  she  was  eighty.  J.W.  in  his 
MS.  speaks  of  it  as  "  a  good  portrait  by  Raeburn,"  and  there  are  at  Kippenross  and  Gogar  two 
miniatures  done  from  it,  no  doubt  for  her  grand-daughters,  Mrs.  Wellings  and  Mrs.  Stirling  (post, 
p.  347).  A  list  of  relics  in  Mrs.  Stirling's  hand  which  includes  "A  miniature  of  my  father's  mother 
(born  Katharine  Dunbar),  beautiful  and  copied  from  Sir  H.  Raeburn's  portrait  of  her  in  oils,  now 
belonging  to  J.  K.  Wedderburn,"  may  be  also  noted  as  conclusive  of  the  authenticity  of  the  portrait. 
There  is  no  portrait  of  Thomas  Wedderburn,  except  a  minute  drawing  in  sepia  of  him,  his  wife,  and 
some  of  his  children,  set  in  a  brooch  now  at  Marfield.  I  at  one  time  thought  of  reproducing  this  here, 
and  had  it  copied  to  that  end,  but  the  drawing  is  too  small  to  give  any  suggestion  of  likeness.  Thomas 
Wedderburn,  however,  is  shown  as  a  tall  and  slight  figure  in  knee  breeches  and  a  three-cornered  hat. 

s  The  year  1722  has  hitherto  been  given  as  that  of  her  birth,  but  that  this  is  two  years  too  late  is  shown 
by  the  following  entry  of  her  baptism  in  the  register  of  the  parish  of  Dyke,  "  22  July  1720.  The 
Honble  Laird  of  Grange  had  his  daughter  baptized  named  Katharine  :  witness,  the  Laird  of  Altyre. 
James  Russel  yor,  chamberlane  to  the  Earl  of  Murray,  Katharine  Urquhart  of  Tilleglen,  Katharine 
Lyon,  spouse  to  Alexander  Dunbar,  mer'  in  Edinburgh,  and  Katharine  Gordon,  daughter  to  Mrs. 
Gordon  of  Carbuie"  (Dyke  Par.  Jieg.,  orig.  record). 

■*  J.W.  in  his  MS.  says  that  she  was  buried  in  the  Grey  Friar's  Chapel  Cemetery,  but  this  is  an  error,  as  I 
found  in  September  1892,  when,  failing  to  see  any  trace  of  a  tablet  to  her  in  that  churchyard,  I 
had  a  search  made  among  the  registers  of  the  different  Edinburgh  parishes  and  cemeteries  for  1818, 
and  thus  found  the  grave  in  the  yard  of  the  Buccleuch  Chapel  of  ease  attached  to  the  parish  of 
S.  Cuthbert.  In  the  register  of  this  chapel  her  burial  is  entered  thus,  "  1818  Feb.  17,  Wedderburn, 
Mrs.  Catherine,  widow  of  the  late  Thomas  Wedderburn,  Esq.,  from  Baxter's  Buildings,  lies  in  the 
North- West  corner  of  her  purchased  ground — 96  (sic)  years— decline. "  The  ground  was  originally 
enclosed  by  railings,  which  have  fallen  down  and  the  grave  is  much  out  of  repair.  In  the  wall 
above  it  is  set  a  tablet,  bearing  the  following  inscription,  now  no  longer  legible,  and  already  in  J.W.'s 
time  much  worn  away  from  the  softness  of  the  stone,  "  In  this  Place  are  Interred  the  Remains  | 
of  |  Mrs.  Catharine  Dunbar,  |  Relict  of  Thomas  Wedderburn,  Esquire,  |  Collector  of  the  Customs  at 
Inverness.  |  She  was  born  on  the  22nd  July  1722  [sic  for  1720),  |  and  died  on  the  12th  February 
1818.  |  And  of  |  their  daughters,  Robiua,  |  who  was  born  on  the  28  th  January  1749  j  and  died  on  the 
16th  December  1796,  |  and  Thomasiua,  who  was  born  on  the  7th  March  1750  |  and  died  on  the 
19th  May  1797"  (J.W.  68,  73).  The  names  of  another  daughter,  Katharine,  who  died  1825,  and 
of  a  grand-daughter,  Elizabeth  Blyth  (post,  p.  343),  both  of  whom  were  buried  in  the  same  place, 
were  never  added  to  the  stone. 
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Part  in    whom  she  has  left  a  family  register,  of  which  a  facsimile  is  given  in  vol.  ii.  (J.W.  66  and 
Chap.  x.  gee  ajso  j  w   g7j  69  and  postj  pp  352_53).     The  sons  were, 

1.  Alexander  Wedderburn  [1741-70],  born  at  Grange  Hill,  in  the  parish  of  Dyke, 

20  Aug.  1741  (J.W.  66-67),  although  I  find  no  entry  of  his  baptism  in  the  Dyke 
register.  In  the  spring  of  1 760  he  went  out  to  Jamaica,  staying  on  his  way  South 
with  his  uncle,  Pearsie,  to  whom  his  mother  wrote  a  letter  of  thanks  for  the 
kindness  shown  to  her  son,  dated  from  Gallacantray,  March  20th  1760  (J.W.  69). 
In  1766,  he  is  named  in  the  entail  of  Idvies  as  his  father's  eldest  son  (G.S.R.  142 ; 
F.S.  125),  but  four  years  later  died  unmarried  at  Bluecastle,  in  the  parish  of 
Westmoreland.  Jamaica,  10  Feb.  1770  (post,  p.  352).  J.W.  says  that  he  was,  no 
doubt,  buried  in  the  garden  at  Bluecastle.1 

2.  John  Wedderburn,  ultimately  his  father's  only  surviving  son,   who  carried  on  the 

male  line  of  this  branch  of  the  family.     See  post,  p.  343. 

3.  James  Wedderburn    [1751-97],  born  at  Merknish  in  the  parish  of   Inverness, 

23  Sept.  1751  (J.W.  67),  and  baptized  there  the  same  day.2  He  went  out  to 
Jamaica  at  the  end  of  1768  or  early  in  1769  (J.W.  66),  and  became  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  Island,  "  where  his  talents  gained  him  great  reputation 
and  where  for  many  years  his  influence  and,  it  must  be  added,  his  speculations 
were  almost  unbounded."  He  was  home  in  1789,  in  which  year,  27  July,  he 
received  the  freedom  of  Inverness,  but  returned  to  Jamaica  and  died  at  Bluecastle, 
17  July  1797  when  he  was  buried,  no  doubt,  in  the  garden  there.3  A  notice  of  him, 
which  appeared  in  the  Kingston  (Jamaica)  Gazette,  is  quoted  in  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine,  vol.  Ixvii.,  p.  889.  "In  his  important  relation  to  the  community  as  an 
attorney  and  proprietor  he  was  probably  never  equalled  in  this  island.  During  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  by  a  most  judicious  application  of  his  income,  he  established 
an  immense  fortune  ....  Friendship  was  with  him  no  empty  name,  his  purse  and 
credit  being  always  at  the  command  of  those  he  esteemed  ....  We  must  not 
forget  to  add  his  munificent  hospitality  ....  To  the  county  of  Cornwall  the 
death  of  this  valuable  man  will  be  an  irreparable  loss."  He  was  never  married. 
By  his  will,  which  was  proved  in  both  Jamaica  and  London  (S.W.  683 ;  L.W.  6),4 
after  various  legacies  to  his  mother,  his  sisters,  and  other  relatives,  he  left  the  residue 
of  his  estate  to  his  nephew,  James  Wedderburn,  then  the  only  son  of  his  brother 
John.  J.W.  is  thus  inaccurate  in  saying  that  on  his  death  his  colonial  property 
and  a  vast  amount  of  debt  devolved  on  James'  brother,  though  as  young  James 
Wedderburn  was  then  but  eleven  years  old,  the  statement  is  practically  correct, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  testator's  estate  was  extremely  involved. 
Of  the  daughters  of  Thomas  Wedderburn. 
1.  Mary  Wedderburn,  was  born  at  Forres,  co.  Elgin,  13  Sept.  1742  (J.W.  66-67), 
and  was  there  baptized,  18  Sept.5     She  was  for  some  time  in  London  with  her  cousin, 

1  Such  burials  may  account  for  the  fact  that  in  a  work  entitled  Monumental  Inscriptions  of  the  British 
West  Indies  from  the  earliest  date,  by  Capt.  J.  H.  Laurence  Archer  (Chatto  and  Windus,  London, 
1875),  a  great  portion  of  which  is  devoted  to  Jamaica,  there  is  no  mention  of  any  Wedderburn 
monuments  in  the  island. 

-  The  following  is  the  entry  in  the  Inverness  Register,  "23rd  Sept.  1751,  Mr.  Thomas  Wedderburn, 
collector  of  excise  at  Inverness,  and  his  wife,  Katharine  Dunbar,  had  a  child  baptized  by  Mr.  Alexr 
McBean  called  James.     Witnesses,  Robert  ffraser  of  Phopachie,  Mr.  Alexr  McBean." 

3  He  is  not  mentioned  by  name  in  the  charter  and  entail  of  Idvies  which  follow  a  disposition  made  before 

his  birth  (G.S.R.  142  ;  F.S.  125).  References  to  him  occur  in  the  will  of  old  James  Webster  in  1789 
when  he  is  designed  "of  Trelawny,  Jamaica"  (D.C.  105),  and  in  that  of  his  sister  Thomasina  in  1797 
(R.D.  450).     A  silver  tankard  formerly  his  and  bearing  his  arms  and  cypher  is  in  my  possession. 

4  A  note  of  the  chief  legatees  under  his  will  is  given  in  vol.  ii.  (L.W.  6)   where,  however,  I  have  not  given 

any  account  of  the  entail  of  his  Jamaica  property  on  his  nephew,  James  Wedderburn,  and  his  heirs, 
whom  failing  on  the  next  son,  if  any.  of  the  testator's  brother,  John,  and  his  heirs,  etc.,  etc.  The 
property  seems  to  have  consisted  chiefly  of  the  Mint  estate  and  some  lands  known  as  Golden  Penn, 
Linton  Penn,  and  Fraser's  Mountain.  The  will  contained  an  injunction  that  at  a  certain  time  the 
estate  should  be  sold  and  the  proceeds,  together  with  the  accumulated  income  of  the  Mint  for  a 
given  number  of  years,  invested  in  lands  in  the  counties  of  Forfar  and  Perth.  The  entail  con- 
tinued till  the  death  of  his  nephew,  James  Wedderburn's  son,  John  Kellermann,  in  1891,  when  his 
eldest  daughter,  Mrs.  Knyvett,  became  the  heir  in  possession,  and  a  year  later  (6  July  1892)  success- 
fully petitioned  the  Lords  of  Council  and  Session  in  Scotland  for  authority,  with  consent  of  the  three 
next  heirs  (her  own  three  eldest  daughters)  to  cut  off  the  entail  and  acquire  the  fee  simple  of  the 
estate  (under  11  and  12  Vic.  cap.  36,  sec.  3  and  27  ;  38  and  39  Vic.  c.  61  ;  45  and  46  Vic.  c.  53). 

5  The  entry  in  the  Forres  Register  is  as  follows  : — "  1742  Sept.  18,  Mary,  daur  to  Thomas  Wedderburn, 

Esq.,  Collector  of  Excise,  and  Katharine  Dunbar,  his  spouse,  born  the  13th,  was  baptized.  Witnesses, 
Mary  Dunbar,  Lady  Phopachy,  and  Archibald  Dunbar  of  Dykeside." 
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Miss  Read,  and  there  met  a  family  with  whom  she  went  out  to  Quebec.  On  their  Part  Hi. 
return  home,  she  remained  behind  and  no  further  particulars  of  her  could  be  got.  CnaP-  x- 
Her  family  thus  concluded  that  she  died  there  unmarried  (J.W.  114).1 

2.  Katharine  Wedderburn  was   born   and   baptized   at  Rosemarkie,  1  Oct.   1744, 

(J.W.  66-67). -  She  lived  for  some  years  in  London,  and  at  one  time  was  in  Rome, 
where  her  cousin,  Miss  Read,  painted  a  portrait  of  her,  now  at  Marfield,  Blairgowrie 
(post,  p.  349),  which  she  gave  to  her  nephew,  John  Wedderburn  (J.W.  114).  From 
London  she  returned  to  Scotland  and  was  many  years  resident  in  North  James  Street, 
Edinburgh,  where  she  died,  22  Feb.  1825,  and  was  buried  in  the  Buccleuch  cemetery 
(S.W.  710),  though  her  name  was  not,  as  has  been  said,  added  to  the  inscription 
there.3  By  a  testamentary  settlement,  dated  14-23  Feb.  1823,  and  registered  at 
Edinburgh,  2  March  1825,  she  constituted  her  nephew,  John  Wedderburn 
(post,  p.  347),  her  sole  heir  and  one  of  her  executors.  Robert  Smyth,  W.S.,  and 
James  Wedderburn,  her  other  nephew,  are  also  named  executors,  but  having  no 
interest  did  not  act.     There  are  some  small  legacies  to  servants  and  dependants.4 

3.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  born  and  baptized  at  Rosemarkie  8  March  1747  (J.W. 

66-67).     She  married Blyth?  an  architect  in  Aberdeen  or  Montrose,  by  whom 

she  had  issue  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  viz.,  John,  an  attorney  in  Jamaica, 

who  died  in  1835;  Alexander,   who  went  to  sea;  Elizabeth,  who  married  

Brodie,  but  died  s.p.  and  was  buried  in  the  Buccleuch  Chapel  cemetery  (ante,  p. 

341,  n.  6) ;  Rosamund,  who  married Davidson  in  Jamaica,  and  who  died  s.p.; 

and  Jean,  of  whom  J.W.  gives  no  account.6  Their  mother  died  at  Montrose,  8  Feb. 
1819,  and  was  buried  in  Old  Aberdeen  (J.W.  66). 

4.  Robina  Wedderburn  was  born  and  baptized  at  Rosemarkie  28  Jan.  1749  (J.W. 

66  67),  and  died  unmarried  in  Edinburgh  16  Dec.  1796,  when  she  was  buried  in 
the  cemetery  of  the  Buccleuch  chapel  (J.W.  68,  73).7 

5.  Thomasina  Wedderburn  was  born  and  baptized  at  Rosemarkie,  7  March  1750. 

She  died  unmarried  in  Edinburgh  19  May  1797,  and  was  also  buried  in  the 
Buccleuch  chapel  cemetery.7  Her  will  or  settlement,  dated  2  Jan.,  4  March  1797, 
was  registered  at  Edinburgh,  and  refers  to  various  of  her  relatives  (R.D.  450). 
J.W.  says  that  she  "  left  several  very  beautiful  MS.  essays  and  poems  in  my 
possession." 

John  Wedderburn  [1743 — 1820],  second  but  later  eldest  and  only  surviving  son 
of  Thomas  Wedderburn  and  Katharine  Dunbar,  was  born  at  Forres  19  Aug.  1743  (J.W. 

1  It  is  noteworthy  that  in  his  record  at  the  Heralds'  College  in  1799  her  brother  John  omits  all  mention 

of  her.  J.W.  in  one  place  says  that  she  died  at  Quebec  in  1771  but  gives  no  authority  (J.W.  66).  His 
father,  however,  gives  the  date  as  "sometime  in  1772  "  (post,  p.  352),  and  in  his  MS.  J.W.  accepts 
this  date. 

2  On  the  first  leaf  of  the  Rosemarkie  or  Fortrose  parish  register  are  the  following  entries  : — "  Katharine, 

Daughter  to  Thomas  Wedderburn,  Esq.,  Collector  of  excise,  and  Mrs.  Katharine  Dunbar,  his  spouse, 
was  born  and  baptized  on  Monday  Oct.  1,  1744.  Elizabeth,  their  daughter,  was  born  and  baptized 
upon  the  Sabbath  day  the  8th  of  March  1747.  Robina  their  daughter  was  born  upon  Saturday  the 
28th  January  1749  aud  baptized  the  same  day.  Thomasina  their  daughter  was  born  and  baptized 
upon  Saturday  the  7th  of  March  1750.  N.JB.  The  above  were  born  and  baptized  in  Fortrose. 
Witnesses,  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Wood,  Mr.  John  Baillie,  Mr.  Fraser  of  Phopachie  and  Mr.  John  Baillie." 

3  See  Blackwood's  Magazine  1825.  p.  639  ;   Scots'  Magazine  1825,  p.  284.     "At  Edinburgh,  Miss  Katharine 

Wedderburn,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  Wedderburn,  Esq.,  collector  of  the  Customs,  Inverness." 
She  was  from  an  early  age  completely  deaf,  a  failing  from  which  almost  every  member  of  each  sub- 
sequent generation  of  her  family  has  more  or  less  suffered,  and  which  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  an 
hereditary  affliction. 

4  Reg.  Deeds,  Edin.,  vol.  285,  p.  525  ;  vol.  295,  p.  268  ;  and  vol.  307,  p.  631.     She  is  named  herself  in  the 

wills'  of  her  youngest  sister  and  brother  James  (R.D.  450  ;  L.W.  6). 

0  This  marriage  estranged  her  from  her  family  who  did  not  consider  her  husband's  position  sufficiently  good. 

11  The  two  sons  are  no  doubt  identical  with  the  John  and  Alexander  Blyth  named  in  the  will  of  their  uncle, 
James  Wedderburn,  in  1797  (L.W.  6,  orig.  rec).  Among  the  correspondence,  too,  of  Henry  Scrym- 
geour-Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  179)  are  drafts  of  letters  (1806)  to  his  cousin,  John  Blyth,  in  Jamaica, 
and  others  (1806-7),  to  Messrs.  Wedderburn,  Grant  and  Blyth,  attornies,  Westmoreland,  Jamaica, 
who  after  Aug.  1807,  are  addressed  as  Messrs.  Grant  and  Blyth  only. 

7  The  entries  in  the  Buccleuch  chapel  register  of  the  burials  of  her  and  her  sister  are  as  follows  :  "  1796 
Dec.  21,  Miss  Robina  Watherburn,  Chiens,  Lyas  south  sied  of  ther  purchest  ground,  age  47  ;  disease, 
bull  (bowel)  complent."  "  1797  May  22,  Mrs.  Thomasina  Wadrburn,  hirse  truse,  Lys  in  midel  of  ther 
purchas"1  ground,  Age  46,  Disease,  decline."  In  the  former  of  these  entries  "  chiens  "  signifies  chains 
used  for  the  coffin  ;  in  the  latter,  "  hirse  truse  "  signifies  hearse  and  truss,  i.e.,  staves  carried  in  front 
and  trussed  bunchwise. 
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Part  m.  66-67),  and  there  baptized  August  22. 1  He  went  to  Jamaica  in  the  spring  of  1762  (J.W. 
Chap.  x.  66),'2  where  he  became  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly  and  aide-de-camp,  with  the 
rank  of  Lieut.-Col.  of  the  Hanover  regiment  of  infantry,  to  the  Governor  (Hon.  John 
Dalling).     His  commission  is  dated  at  Saint  Iago  de  la  Vega,  20  Nov.  1778  (J.W.  77).3 

He  acquired  (says  J.W.)  considerable  property  in  the  island4  by  his  own  perseverance, 
and  augmented  it  by  his  marriage,  at  the  same  time  preserving  both  in  Jamaica  and  in 
his  own  country  the  highest  character  for  integrity  and  independence. 

He  returned  to  Scotland  12  July  1789,  and  a  fortnight  later,  27  July,  was  presented 
with  the  freedom  of  Inverness.5  J.W.  says  that  it  was  in  the  autumn  of  this  year  that 
he  purchased  the  estate  of  Lindertis,  co.  Forfar,  but  that  he  parted  with  it  on  succeeding 
to  his  brother  James'  Jamaica  estates,  which  were  heavily  burdened  with  debt,  and  there- 
upon settled  in  London,  where  he  resided  successively  in  Upper  Grosvenor  Street,  Bedford 
Square,  and  at  19,  Devonshire  Place,  Portland  Place,  and  where  he  carried  on  business  as 
a  West  India  merchant,  being  for  many  years,  1801-20,  chief  partner  in  the  house  of 
Wedderburu  in  Leadenhall  Street.  This  account  by  J.W.  is,  however,  somewhat  inaccurate 
as  to  the  date  of  the  purchase  of  Lindertis,  which  was  disponed  to  John  Wedderburn  by 
its  then  owner,  Thomas  Fletcher,  as  early  as  29  Feb.  1780,  and  which  he  did  not  sell  until 
the  close  of  1801,  when,  very  likely  owing  to  the  circumstances  of  his  brother's  estate, 
he  alienated  it  to  Gilbert  Mason  of  Moredun  (G.S.R.  149  :  R.D.  452). 

He,  like  his  son,  took  some  interest  in  his  family  history,  and  in  1799  entered  up,  at 
the  Heralds'  College  in  London,  a  record  of  his  descent  from  the  fourth  baronet  of 
Blackness,  which  is  printed  in  the  second  volume  of  this  work  (H.C.R.  iii.). 

Shortly  before  his  death  he  purchased  from  Sir  David  Wedderburn  a  small  estate  at 
Chigwell,  co.  Essex,  and  took  up  his  residence  there  in  the  earlier  part  of  1819  (S.W.  707). 
He  did  not,  however,  long  survive,  but  after  a  paralytic  seizure,  24  Nov.,  died  at  Chigwell 
29  Dec.  1820,  and  was  buried  in  the  vaults  of  S.  James'  Chapel,  Hampstead  Road,  London. 6 
J.W.  in  his  MS.  has  paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  his  memory.  "My  father  (he  writes) 
was  truly  a  man  of  singular  honour  and  integrity  ;  of  a  firm  mind,  an  open,  generous 
and  unsuspicious  heart,  most  constant  to  his  friends,  and  blessed  with  a  kind  and  gentle 
temper,  which  was  the  best  assurance  of  his  own  and  his  family's  happiness." 

His  will,  dated  16  Aug.  1819,  with  two  codicils,  dated  7  Oct.  1S19  and  6  Dec.  1820, 
was  proved  in  London  in  Feb.   1821  (L.W.  15).7 

An  excellent  portrait  of  him,  by  Sir  William  Ross,  in  my  possession,  is  reproduced 
opposite  this  page.s  Another  in  pastels  by  a  Jamaica  artist,  is  at  Marfield,  having  been 
sent,  together  with  a  companion  one  of  his  wife,  to  his  grandson,  John  Walter  Wedderburn, 
by  the  Frasers,  who  originally  owned  it. 

He  married  (no  doubt  in  Jamaica),  27  May  1782,  Mary  Wisdom  Bedward  (J.W.  67r 

1  In  bis  own  record  (1799)  at  the  Heralds'  College  he  gives  Fortrose  as  his  birthplace,  but  this  is  an  error. 
See  J.W.  66-67  and  Forres  Parish  Reg.  where  the  entry  is  as  follows  :  "  22  Aug.  1743,  Thomas  Wed- 
derburn, Esq.,  collector  of  Excise,  and  Katharine  Dunbar,  his  spouse,  had  a  son  baptised  (born  19th), 
called  John.  Witnesses,  John  Frigge,  merchant  in  Fiudhorn,  and  Cecilia  Colley,  Mrs.  Dunbar  of 
Dykeside." 

:  It  is  possible  that  before  this,  when  quite  young,  he  had  been  apprenticed  to  the  firm  of  Webster  in 
London,  as  he  may  be  the  John  Wedderburn,  apprentice  to  them,  named  10  Dec.  1757  (D.C.  103). 
The  signature  to  this  document,  however,  is  hardly  that  of  a  boy  of  fourteen. 

3  See  also  J.W.  75-76  for  two  other  commissions  to  him  as  ensign  and  lieutenant,  dated  28  March  1765 

and  27  Aug.  1776. 

4  J.W.  in  his  MS.  says  that  these  estates  were  numerous  and  at  one  time  of   great  value,  mentioning 

Spring  Garden  (£80,000),  Mount  Edgcumbe  (£25,000),  Paradise  (£25,000),  Retreat  (£51,000),  More- 
land  (£26,000),  Bluecastle  (£15.000),  Jerusalem,  Prospect,  Hill's  Mountain,  and  Burnt  Savannah.  I 
have  just  shown  (ante,  p.  342)  how  the  responsibility  of  the  Mint  estate,  which  was  entailed  on  his  eldest 
son,  also  devolved  on  John  Wedderburn. 

5  On  the  same  day  as  his  brother  James  (ante,  p.  342). 

G  On  inquiry  at  the  chapel  in  1 891  I  found  that  these  vaults  have  long  since  been  bricked  up  and  na 
record  kept  of  the  persons  buried  there. 

7  Other  references  to  him  will  be  found  in  the  charter  and  entail  of  Idvies  6  Aug.,  27  Dec.  1766  (G.S.R. 
142  ;  F.S.  125) ;  the  will  of  James  Webster,  to  which  he  is  an  executor,  25  March  1789  (D.C.  105) ; 
a  bond  by  him  and  his  partner,  David  Wedderburn- Webster,  1  Feb.  1791  (Bl.  62) ;  the  will  of  his 
brother  James  in  1797  (L.W.  6)  ;  the  appointment  of  curators  by  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Balindean, 
10  June  1800  (Bl.  82)  ;  the  entail  of  Wedderburn  and  Birkhill  in  1803  (R.D.  458)  ;  the  charter  of 
Kingennie,  15  Jan.  1812  (S.W.  699-700) ;  a  letter  by  him  to  Henry  Scry mgeour- Wedderburn  of 
Wedderburn  in  1814  (ib.  702),  etc.,  etc. 

J  There  are  at  Marfield  and  Kippenross  two  small  water-colour  vignettes,  copied  by  Burch  in  1826  from 
the  head  of  this  portrait.     A  copy  (1891)  of  that  at  Marfield  is  in  my  possession. 


JOHN    WEDDERBURN. 

(OF    SPRING    GARDEN.! 

B.  1743,   D.  1820. 


MARY    WISDOM    BEDWARD 
(wife  of  JohnWedderburn,  of  Spring  Garden] 

BORN    1764:    DIED    1835. 
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74),  daughter  and  heiress  to  George  Bedward1  of  Spring  Garden,  co.  Westmoreland,  Jamaica,  Part  III. 
by  Susannah,  sole  surviving  child  and  heiress  of  Robert  Rutherford  of  Spring  Garden.  She  ChaP-  x- 
was  born  1  June  1764  at  Ridgeland,  co.  Cornwall,  Jamaica,  and,  surviving  her  husband, 
died,  17  March  1835,  at  Abele  Grove,  Epsom,2  the  residence  of  her  son-in-law,  the  Rev.  J. 
Wellings,  and  was  buried  in  the  vault  of  S.  James'  Chapel,  Hampstead  Road.3  Her  will, 
dated  at  Brighton  19  May  1834,  was  proved  in  London  in  June  1835  (L.W.  19).  Of  her 
also  J.W.  has  left  an  account  in  his  MS.  :  "  Unsuspicious  and  incapable  of  deceit  herself, 
she  detested  it  in  others  ;  honest  and  true ;  an  open  opponent ;  a  warm,  generous,  and 
unchanging  friend  ;  hospitable,  large-minded  and  munificent ;  she  was  the  best  friend  I  ever 
had,  and  her  loss  cannot  be  repaired."4  The  pastel  portrait  of  her  done  in  Jamaica  and 
mentioned  above  (p.  344)  is  reproduced  opposite,  while  facsimiles  of  two  silver  priut 
drawings  of  her  in  later  life,  by  Notz,  face  p.  347. 6 

By  her  John  Wedderburn  had  issue  two  sons  and  four  daughters.     The  sons  were, 
1.  James  "Wedderburn  [1788 — 1831],  born  at  Bluecastle,  in  Jamaica,  2  June  1788 
(J.W.  67).     In  1797  he  inherited,  on  the  death  of  his  uncle,  James  Wedderburn, 
the  Mint  estate  in  Jamaica,6  while  on  his  father's  death  in  1820  he  succeeded  to 
Spring  Garden  and  the  greater  portion  of  his  colonial  property.7 

He  was  for  many  years  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Wedderburn  and  Co.  in 
Leadenhall  Street,  but  retired  from  it  1S30  (see  post,  Part  v.),  and  soon  after  died 
in  London  at  8,  Clarges'  Street,  Piccadilly,  23  April  1831,  and  was  buried  with  his 
father  in  the  vault  of  S.  James'  Chapel. s 

Administration  of  his  estate  with  will,  dated  30  July  1 830,  was  granted  25  Feb. 
1832,  and  a  further  grant  was  made  31  May  1856  (L.W.  18,  29). 

There  is  a  portrait  of  him  as  a  boy  in  a  group,  with  his  two  elder  sisters, 
in  the  possession  of  his  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Kny  vett.  It  is  by  Sir  William  Beechey, 
and  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  masterpieces  of  that  artist.9 

He  married10  at  Marylebone  Church,  London,  5  July  1817,  Isabella  Lyon, 
second  daughter  to  David  Lyon  of  Portland  Place,  London,  and  Jamaica  (by  Isabella 

1  Note  on  the  Bedward  family. — George  Bedward,  of  Spring  Garden,  Jamaica,  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
Bedward  (b.  1696)  and  grandson  of  Henry  Bedward  who  was  living  in  Wales  at  the  date  of  Thomas' 
birth.  Thomas  married  about  1723,  Mary,  daughter  to  George  Watkins,  and  emigrated  to  Barbadoes, 
but  left  that  island  for  S.  Elizabeth's,  Jamaica,  where  they  lived  at  a  residence  called  "  Sixteen  Mile 
Walk."  There  they  both  died  and  there  were  born  all  their  children,  viz.,  three  sons,  1,  Henry,  b. 
1725,  d.  unm  ;  2,  George,  above  named,  and  3,  Thomas  who  m.  and  had  issue  two  sons,  both  of  whom 
died  unm.  The  second  son  of  Thomas  Bedward  and  Mary  Watkins,  George,  was  born  in  1727  and  died 
23  Feb.  1792,  having  married,  1761,  Susannah  Rutherford  (b.  1733,  d.  7  Nov.  1789)  and  by  her  had 
two  children,  George  James  Bedward  (b.  2  Oct-  1762,  d.  unm.  Nov.  1787)  and  Mary  Wisdom,  who  m. 
John  Wedderburn.  Robert  Rutherford,  the  father  of  Susannah,  was  out  in  1715  with  King  James, 
and  escaped  to  Jamaica,  where  he  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  to  John  Woolery,  and  subsequently  acquired 
Spring  Garden.  George  Bedward  was  Susannah  Rutherford's  second  husband,  she  being  the  widow 
of  Edward  James  (nephew  to  Rhode  James  of  Fontabelle,  Jamaica)  who  d.  1757,  leaving  one  son, 
Robert,  who  married  and  had  four  daughters. — Note  to  J.W.'s  MS.  on  the  authority  of  his  mother, 
Mary  Wisdom  Bedward. 

There  is  at  Marfield,  Blairgowrie,  a  miniature  of  George  Bedward,  and  an  oil  enlarged  from  it 
by  Scrymgeour.     A  miniature  of  his  son,  George  James  (d.  1787),  is  in  my  possession. 

-  She  had,  after  her  husband's  death,  at  first  resided  in  Queen  Anne  Street,  London,  but  owing  to  the 
difficulties  in  which  the  family  became  involved  by  the  condition  of  West  Indian  affairs  and  by  the 
law  suit  commenced  by  the  Websters  in  1831,  removed  to  the  residence  of  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Wellings,  at  Abele  Grove.  She  is  thus  described  in  her  will  as  "  late  of  Queen  Anne  Street,  now  of 
Carshalton,  widow  of  John  Wedderburn,  late  of  Chigwell  Row,  Essex." 

s  She  is  named  in  the  will  of  her  sister-in-law,  Thomasina  Wedderburn,  in  1797  (R.D.  450). 

4  See  also  J.W.  33  for  a  letter  to  J.W.  from  Colonel  Alexander  Wedderburn  on  the  occasion  of  her  death. 

5  Several  portraits  and  miniatures  of  her  are  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  viz.,  (1)  the  pastel  portrait  at 

Marfield,  of  which  (2)  I  have  a  small  water-colour  copy  (1891) ;  (3)  a  small  water-colour  sketch  of 
her  in  1826,  also  at  Marfield,  of  which  again  (4)  I  have  a  facsimile  (1891)  ;  (5)  a  silver  print  drawing  of 
her  by  Notz  at  Eippeuross,  (6)  another  at  Gogar,  in  possession  of  J.  M.  Morries-Stirling,  (7)  a 
miniature  of  her  at  Kippenross  and  (8)  another  miniature  of  her,  by  Mitchell,  at  Gogar. 

6  The  estate  was,  as  we  have  seen,  entailed  by  James  Wedderburn's  will  on  his  nephew  James  and  his  heirs, 

whom  failing  on  the  other  children  of  John,  the  testator's  brother,  and  their  heirs.  On  the  death 
of  James  Wedderburn,  the  younger,  he,  by  will  (30  July  1830),  left  his  property  upon  similar  entail. 

7  He  received  the  freedom  of  Forfar  30  May  1S07  (J.W.  78).     He  may  be  the  "  young  James  Wedderburn  " 

named  in  S.W.  692,  and  is  certainly  the  James  Wedderburn  named  as  on  his  way  here  from  Nice  in 
1819  (S.VV.  707),  as  I  have  letters  from  him  dated  from  Nice  at  that  time. 

8  Gent.  Mag.  vol.  ii.,  pt.  i.,  p.  475. 

9  A  small  miniature  of  him  is  in  my  possession,  and  there  are  two  other  miniatures  and  a  water  colour 

sketch  of  him  at  Kippenross. 

10  See  Marylebone  Church  register  s.d.  and  Gent.  Mag.,  1817,  pt.  ii.,  p.  82. 

2  V 
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Part  III.  Read,  daughter  of  John  Read  of  Hill  Bank  or  Cairney,  co.  Angus).1     She  was  born  in 

ap'    '  Surrey,  21  Nov.  1796,  and,  surviving  her  first  husband,  married  secondly,  8  Nov. 

1836,  at  S.  George's,  Hanover  Square,  W.,  Captain  Fremantle,  R.N.,  afterwards 
Admiral  Sir  Charles  Howe  Fremantle,  G.C.B.'2  (Gent.  Mag.  1836,  p.  561),  but  by 
this  marriage  had  no  issue.  Her  second  husband  died  25  May  1869,  and  was 
buried  in  Brompton  Cemetery.  His  widow  died  in  London  26  Dec.  1876,  and  was 
buried  with  him. 

By  her  James  Wedderburn  had  issue  an  only  son, 
John  Kellermann  Wedderburn  [1818-1891],  who  was  born  in  Upper 
Seymour  Street,  London,  13  Feb.  1818  (Europ.  Mar/.)  He  was  educated 
at  Eton,  and  matriculated  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  on  4  June  1835,  being 
described  as  "  only  son  of  James  Wedderburn."  He  remained  there  but 
a  year,  after  which  he  entered  the  2nd  Life  Guards,  as  a  cornet,  8  July 
1836.3  In  November  1837  he  went  on  leave  of  absence  to  visit  his  estates  in 
Jamaica,  remaining  there  till  June  1838,  when,  after  also  visiting  the  United 
States,  he  returned  home  and  rejoined  his  regiment.  He  afterwards  sold 
out  of  the  Life  Guards  and  entered  the  9th  Lancers,  with  whom  he  went  to 
India. 

After  his  marriage  he  left  the  army,  and  long  resided  in  London,  in 
Upper  Seymour  Street,  and  later,  at  21,  Lowndes  Square,  and  41,  Cadogan 
Place,  S.W.,  spending  much  of  his  time  in  collecting  works  of  art,  which 
after  his  death  were  sold  at  Christie's  in  June  1892. i 

He  died,  after  a  long  illness,  following,  like  that  of  his  grandfather,  on 
a  paralytic  seizure,  at  41,  Cadogan  Place,  4  June  1891,  and  was  buried  at 
Kensal  Green. 

He  had  married  at  Bombay,  23  Feb.  1843  (Ind.  Off.  Bomb..  Man:, 
xvii,  183  ;  Gent.  Mag.  1843,  p.  642),  Charlotte  Macmahon,  daughter  to 
General  Sir  Thomas  Macmahon,  Bart.,  and  by  her  (born  15  Feb.  1823,  died 
in  London,  at  99,  Sloane  Street,  S.W.,  April  4,  1894,  buried  at  Kensal 
Green),  had  issue  two  daughters  : — 

1.  Emily  Prederica  Wedderburn,  born  at  Poonah,  in  the  Bombay 

Presidency  of  India,  21  April  1844  {Ind.  Off.  Bomb.  Bapt.. 
xviii,  122).  Married  at  S.  Paul's,  Knightsbridge,  S.W.,  2  July 
1863,  Carey  John  Knyvett,  C.B.  Home  Office  Department  (Gent 
Mag.  1863,  p.  234),  and  has  issue  four  daughters.5 

2,  Isabella  Lottie  Wedderburn,  born  in  London  at  9,  Great  Cum- 

berland 1854.  She  married  at  S.  Paul's,  Knightsbridge,  30  April 
1874,  Henry  Blackbume  Hamilton?  captain  (afterwards  major) 
6th  Dragoon  Guards  (Carabineers),  and  had  issue  a  son,  Kellermann 
Hamilton,  born  at  Sialkote  23  Nov.  1881.  She  died  at  Sialkote. 
Punjaub,  India,  6  Dec.  1881,  and  is  buried  in  England  at  Kensal 
Green  (Times,  23  Nov.,  9  and  10  Dec.  1881). 

2.  John  Wedderburn,  afterwards  of  Auchterhouse,  of  whom  later.     See  post,  p.  347. 

Of  the  four  daughters  of  John  Wedderburn  and  Mary  Wisdom  Bedward, 

I.  Elizabeth  Susannah  Wedderburn  was  born  at  Bluecastle,  Jamaica,  31  Dec. 

1  Jan.  1783-84.  She  married  27  Dec.  1802  her  second  cousin,  Andrew  Wedderburn 
afterwards  Colvile  of  Ochiltree,  but  died  s.p.  at  Iuveresk,  co.  Midlothian,  22  Dec. 

1  David  Lyon  was  of  the  Auldbar  family  (see  Burke's  Landed  Gentry  1837,  s.v.).     See  also  as  to  the  Read 

family  ante,  p.  262,  n.  2,     Isabella  Lyon  and  her  husband  and  she  were  thus  second  cousins. 

2  He  was  second  son  of  the  late  Vice-Admiral  Sir  T.  F.  Fremantle  and  brother  of  the  late  Lord  Cottesloe. 

3  There  is  a  miniature  of  him,  as  a  child,  at  Kippenross.     A  portrait  of  him,  aged  about  25,  in  uniform 

standing  by  his  charger,  is  in  the  possession  of  his  grandson. 
J  Amongst  his  pictures  then  sold  was  a  group  of  six  heads  by   Hogarth,   which   was  purchased   for  the 
National  Gallery  where  it  now  hangs. 

5  They  are:— 1.   Constance  Noel  Wedderburn,   b.   25   Dec.    1864,  m.    1893   Capt.   H,   N.   Alleyne,  K.N 

2.  Emily  Anne  M'Mahon,  b.  30  April  1866,  m.  1893  Lieut.-General  A.  G.  F.  Hogg.  C.B.  (Indian  Staff 
Corps),  and  has  issue.  3.  Rosamond  Amabel  Nora  Mary,  b.  8  April  1870,  m,  1888  Major  Percy 
Massey  (6th  Dragoon  Guards),  and  has  issue  ;  and,  4,  Kathleen  Mildred  Seymour,  b.  9  May  1871, 
m.  1898  Reginald  Greenstreet  (see  as  to  the  Knyvett  family  British  Family  Records,  by  Ashworth 
Burke,  1897). 

6  Major  Hamilton  some  years  later  married,  secondly,  Miss  Ewart  of  Guernsey. 


''4. 


I       \ 


MARY    WISDOM    BEDWARD 
(wife  of  John  Wedderbum,  of  Spring  Garden) 

BORN    1764:   DIED   1835. 
AND     HER     DAUGHTERS. 


\ 


MARY    WEDDERBURN 
{wife  of  Bev.  John  Wettings) 

BORN    1786:    DIED    1858. 


KATHERINE    GEORGIANA    WEDDERBURN 
(wife  of  Patrick  Stirling  of  Kippendarie) 

BORN    1791  :  DIED    1863. 
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1803,  and  was  buried  in  the  churchyard  there  (see  ante,  pp.  307-8). 1    There  are  two  Part  m. 
portraits  of  her  by  Sir  Wm.  Beechey — one  as  a  girl,  which  is  at  Marfield  ;  the  other,  CnaP-  x 
done  after  death,  in  my  possession — and  she  is  also  one  of  the  group  by  Beechey 
above  mentioned,  p.  345.     There  is  a  miniature  of  her  at  Kippenross. 

2.  Mary  Wedderburn  was  born  at  Bluecastle  2  August  1786  (J.W.67).    She  married 

at  Marylebone  parish  church  7  June  1817  {Par.  Reg.  there)  the  Rev.  John  Wettings,2 
chaplain  to  the  Countess  of  Selkirk,  and  son  of  Edward  Wellings  of  Ludlow,  co.  Salop, 
by  Elizabeth,  daughter  to  Mary  Brydges,  heiress  of  Ailton,  co.  Hereford,  and  by  this 
marriage  had  issue  one  child,  Katharine  Mary  Wellings  (born  in  London  27  Dec. 
1818),  who  married  in  1839  her  first  cousin,  Johu  Stirling  of  Kippendavie  (see 
below).  Mrs.  Wellings  died  at  Richmond,  Portobello,  6  April  1858,  aged  71  ;  and  is 
buried  at  S.  Mary's,  Dunblane. 

3.  Catharine  Georgiana  "Wedderburn  was  born  in  London  1  Feb.  1791  (J.W.  67), 

died  (Nov.  22)  at  9,  South  Eaton  Place,  S.W.  London,  13  June  1863,  aged  72,  and 
was  buried  at  S.Mary's,  Dunblane. 

She  married  at  Marylebone  Parish  Church,  13  Feb.  1810,8  Patrick-  Stirling, 
eldest  son  of  John  Stirling  of  Kippendavie,  co.  Perth,  and  Blackgrange,  co.  Clack- 
mannan, then  a  captain  in  the  14th  Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons,  and  by  him 
(born  25  April  1782,  died  at  Hastings,  co.  Sussex,  30  March  1816)  had  issue  two 
sons  and  one  daughter,  viz.,  1.  John,  afterwards  of  Kippendavie,  born  at  Tunbridge 
Wells  19  Aug.  18 1 1,  and  died  27  July  1882,  having  married  in  1839  his  first  cousin, 
Katharine  Mary  Wellings,  by  whom  (died  28  June  1879,  and  buried  at  S.  Mary's, 
Dunblane)  he  had  issue  three  sons  and  one  daughter4  ;  2,  Patrick,  afterwards  of 
Blackgrange  and  Gogar,  born  at  Edinburgh  19  Aug.  1813,  died  unmarried  30  March 
1839  ;  and,  3,  Mary  Wedderburn,  bom  at  Edinburgh  19  Nov.  1814.5 

4.  Thomasina  Wedderburn,  born  in  London  19  Sept.  1793°  (J.W.  67,  74),  died  of 

a  fever  in  Upper  Grosvenor  Street,  21  March  1806  (S.W.  672  ;  Gent.  Mag.,  1806, 
p.  295).     Buried  in  the  vault  of  S.  James'  Chapel,  Hampstead  Road. 

On  the  death  of  John  Kellerman  Wedderburn  the  male  representation  of  his  grand- 
grandfather  and  great  grandfather  thus  devolved  on  the  descendants  of  the  second  son 
of  John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden  and  Mary  Bedward,  viz., 

John  Wedderburn  [1798-1839],  afterwards  of  Auchterhouse,  co.  Forfar,  who  was 
born  at  Clapham,  co.  Surrey,  8  Jan.  1798.  On  his  father's  death,  29  Dec.  1820,  he  succeeded 
to  the  Prospect  estate  in  Jamaica,  and  to  a  share  in  the  Leadeuhall  Street  House,  but 
retired  from  the  latter  in  May  1830,  owing  to  the  similar  retirement  of  his  elder  brother 
James. 

He  at  one  time  resided  in  London,  and  was  secretary  to  the  Highland  Society  of  Lon- 
don 1821-26,  but  after  his  marriage  lived  at  Beddington  Park,  co.  Surrey,  June  1823 — Nov. 
1826,  when  he  removed  to  Auchterhouse,  co.  Forfar,  where  he  lived  till  his  death  in  1839. 

1  J.W.  67a  gives  the  day  of  her  birth  as  Jan.  7  ;  while  J.W.  74  gives  the  mouth  as  June. 

2  He  was  also  a  M.D.,  having  been  in  the  practice  of  medicine  previous  to  his  taking  Holy  Orders.     He 

was  boin  14  Sept.  1781. 

3  Par.  Reg.  there  ;  and  see  also  J.W.  74,  Gent.  Mag.  1810,  pt.  i.,  p.  281.  giving  month  as  Jan.,  and  Scots' 

Mag.,  p.  236.     This  entry  describes  his  father  as  of  Bedford  Square,  London. 

4  The  sons  are  (1)  Patrick  Stirling  of  Kippendavie,  born  13  Nov.  1846,  formerly  of  the  Gordon  Highlanders, 

and  Lieut.-Col.  of  1st  Perthshire  R.V ;  married  13  Sept.  1876,  Margaret  Mary,  eldest  daughter  of 
Rear-Admiral  John  Leith  (by  Margaret,  only  child  and  heiress  of  John  Forbes  of  Blackford),  and 
had  issue  John  Alexander  Stirling,  bom  in  Edinburgh  20  Sept.  1881,  and  Patrick  Douglas  Stirling, 
born  at  Kippenross  10  Oct,  1886  ;  (2)  John  Carolus,  born  14  Dec.  1848,  married  in  1882,  Helena, 
daughter  of  William  Clough  of  Llywn  Offa,  Wales,  and  had  issue  a  daughter,  Constance  ;  (3) 
William  Robert  Stirling,  born  30  March  1S51,  married  1883,  Alice,  daughter  of  J.  Hibberd  of 
of  Chicago,  U.S.A.,  and  has  issue  three  daughters,  Alice  Mary,  Dorothy,  Jean  Wedderburn.  The 
daughter,  Mary  Katharine,  born  26  June  1840,  married  1866,  George  Macallum  of  Braco,  co.  Perth, 
and  has  issue. 

s  On  the  death  of  her  brother,  Patrick,  she  succeeded  under  the  conditions  of  au  entail  to  Blackgrange  and 
Gogar.  She  married,  7  May  1840,  John  Davie  Morries,  M.D.  (born  25  Oct.  1810,  died  21  Oct.  1858, 
buried  in  the  Greyfriars  Cemetery,  Edinburgh),  who  took  the  name  of  Stirling.  She  died  at  Gogar 
House,  near  Stirling,  28  April  18i)3,  and  is  buried  in  the  old  parish  church  of  Logie,  co.  Stirling.  She 
had  issue  an  only  child,  Johu  Morries  Morries-Stirling,  now  of  Blackgrange  and  Gogar  (born 
12  March  1851). 

6  She  and  her  sister  Catharine  were  both  baptized  in  S.  Pancras,  London.     See  post,  p.  353. 
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Part  in.  He    had  a   great  love   of    antiquities   (J.W.    113),    and  respect   for   anything    and 

Chap.  x.  ariyt,0(iy  connected  with  his  family,  inheriting  the  taste  for  genealogical  enquiry,  which 
had  characterised  his  grandfather,  Thomas  Wedderburn  of  Cantra,  and  may  be  said  to 
have  descended  to  his  grandson,  the  present  writer.1 

As  early  as  1824  he  had  published  the  printed  memoir  of  the  Wedderburn  family,  so 
often  named  in  this  work.  It  was,  I  think,  one  of  the  first  books  of  the  kind,  but  "  taking 
the  Baronage  of  Scotland  as  sufficient  authority,  it  proved  on  after-examination  of  the  Great 
Seal  Register  and  of  the  MS.  of  David  Wedderburn  to  be  full  of  inaccuracies."  Thus, 
after  his  removal  from  Auchterhouse,  not  far  from  Dundee,  he  spent  much  time  in 
compiling  the  enlarged  and  revised  MS.  Memoir,  also  frequently  referred  to  in  this 
work  as  "J.W.'s  MS."  I  had  originally  intended  to  print  this  work  as  it  stood, 
with  notes  and  additions,  bringing  it  up  to  date.  Its  style  and  the  sympathies  of 
its  author,  which  include  the  strongest  Jacobitism  and  no  little  family  pride,  are  not 
without  their  attraction.  But  while  the  MS.  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  printed 
volume,  and  of  much  value  so  far  as  it  states  facts  within  the  knowledge  of  persons  then 
living,  or  refers  to  documents  of  authority,  it  is  still  full  of  errors,  and  I  had  not  long- 
pursued  my  own  researches  when  I  found  that,  while  J.W.'s  work  contained  much  useful 
materia],  my  own  must  be  written  afresh. 

AVhile  at  Auchterhouse  he  also  took  an  interest  in  the  Wedderburn  monuments  in  the 
Howff  of  Dundee,  but  was  not  able  to  do  much  towards  their  preservation  (see  post, 
part  v.).  This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  it  was  not  until  after  a  lapse  of  nearly  half  a 
century  that  the  matter  was  taken  in  hand,  when  there  was  but  little  left  to  be  preserved. 
John  Wedderburn's  health  was  never  robust,  and  for  some  two  years  before  his  death 
he  suffered  much  both  from  asthma  and  a  weak  heart,  and  the  dropsical  tendency  which 
had  afflicted  his  grandfather.  He  died  at  Auchterhouse,  2  April  1839,  and  was  buried  in 
the  churchyard  there  (Gent.  Mag..  1839,  p.  558). 2 

He  married3  at  Airlie  Castle,  30  April  1823,  Lady  Helen  Ogilvy.  youngest  daughter 
to  Walter,  fifth  Earl  of  Airlie,  and  by  her  (born  at  Balnaboth,  co.  Angus,  12  Feb.  1798, 
died  at  Rosebauk,  Roslin,  27  April  1868,  buried  at  Roslin  Chapel),  had  issue  three  sons 
and  one  daughter  : — 

1.  John  Walter  Wedderburn.     See  post,  p.  349. 

2.  James  Alexander  Wedderburn.     See  post,  p.  350. 

3.  David  Ogilvy  Wedderburn,  born  at  Beddington,  18  July  1826  (S.W.  716).     He 

entered  the  army,  and  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  37th  native  infantry  in  India,  but 
was  killed  by  a  "rogue  "  elephant,  when  out  hunting  in  India,  2  Sept.  1653,  and 
was  buried  at  Ootacamund  (Ind.  Off.  Madr.  Bur.  xxxii.,  p.  253.)  The  following 
account  of  him  and  his  death  is  given  in  a  book  entitled,  "  The  Forest  and  the 
Field,"  by  the  old  Shekarry  (Chatto  and  Windus,   1874,  chap,  ii,  p.  12.) 

"Among  the  guests  (at  a  dinner  just  mentioned)  was  a  Scotchman  belonging 
to  the  37th  Native  Infantry  of  the  name  of  Wedderburn  deservedly  accounted  one 
the  best  shots  in  the  country.  Above  common  height  his  limbs  were  moulded  in 
most  exquisite  symmetry,  developing  an  extraordinary  play  of  muscle  matured  by 
constant  exercise.  A  profusion  of  curls  black  as  a  raven's  wing  shaded  a  forehead 
bearing  the  stamp  of  remarkable  intelligence,  and  the  characteristic  expression  of 
his  dark  handsome  face  was  innate  good  humour.  Open  as  the  day  and  full  of 
the  milk  of  human  kindness,  he  was  one  of  those  happy  beings  met  with  only  now 
and  then,  whose  lives  seem  all  sunshine.  The  cheerful  tones  of  his  voice  and 
inspiriting  flash  of  his  bright  sparkling  eye  entranced  and  animated  the  whole 
company.  Never  had  he  been  more  brilliant  than  on  this  occasion  ;  and  after  the 
cloth  had  been  removed,  the  health  of  her  Majesty  drunk,  cheroots  lighted  and  a 
brew  made,  he  gave  us  the  late  Tom  Morris's  well  known  chant,  '  The  Boar,  the 
mighty  Boar,'  in  which  all  joined  until  the  whole  welkin  rang  with  the  chorus, 


Here's  luck  to  all  who  fear  no  fall, 
And  the  next  gray  boar  we  see." 

The  "  old  Shekarry  "  then  states  that  the  news  of  a  large  herd  of  elephants 
being  near,  reached  the  party  that  night  and  continues : — 

3   See  for  letters  from  him  to  Henry  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  on  such  matters  (S.W.  705-6,  709-10). 

2  See  L.W.  24,  27  for  his  will,   and   a  subsequent  administration   rendered  necessary  by  the  Wedderburn 

law  suit  (post,  Part  V.J. 

3  Gent.  Mag.  1823,  pt.  ii.,  p,  80  ;  Scots'  Mag.,  p.  175  ;  Blackwood,  p.  625. 
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"  Wedderburn,  who  had  also  got  hold  of  the  news  came  to  my  bungalow,  and  Part  III. 
it  was  arranged  that  he  should  go  down  the  seegur  or  northern  ghaut  and  work  chaP-  x- 
towards  the  eastward  while  I  went  down  that  of  Coonor  and  made  for  Gugelhulli 
where  we  were  to  meet  on  the  third  day." 

The  Shekarry  then  describes  his  own  journey  and  how  he  kills  a  wounded 
rogue  elephant,  and  on  taking  out  three  bullets  from  the  old  wound  recognises  "  two 
cylindro-conical  projectiles  made  of  a  mixture  of  lead  and  pewter,  as  belonging  to 
Wedderburn's  two  grooved  double  rifle,"  whilst  "  the  third  was  a  round  brass 
bullet  that  exactly  fitted  my  Westley-Richards  two  ounce  smooth  bore  of  which  he 
had  a  sister  gun."  After  this  the  Shekarry  waits  four  days  for  Wedderburn  at 
Gugelhulli  and  then  retraces  his  steps  and  rides  into  Ootacamund.  "  As  we  passed 
the  church  I  saw  two  coolies  standing  by  a  newly  made  grave,  upon  which  they 
had  evidently  been  working,  and  with  a  strong  presentiment  that  I  can  hardly 
explain,  I  rode  up  to  the  enclosure  and  asked  "  Kown  margia?"  (Who  is 
dead?)  "Wedderburn  sahib,"  replied  one  of  the  workmen.  "  Hathee  uskoo 
mandala  dus  rose  hoa"  (an  elephant  killed  him  ten  days  ago)." 

The  old  Shekarry  finally  gives  a  version  of  the  facts  of  the  death  as  recounted 
to  him  by  a  native  eye-witness.  Wedderburn  had  wounded  a  rogue  elephant,  and 
the  infuriated  animal  at  once  charged  at  him,  "  twisted  his  trunk  round  his  legs 
and  hurled  him  to  the  ground.  Wedderburn,  although  much  injured  and  doubtless 
with  some  of  his  limbs  broken,  still  moved,  and  at  this  moment  one  of  the  shekarries 
who  carried  a  loaded  gun  fired  two  shots  into  the  animal's  side,  but  nothing 
attracted  his  attention  from  his  victim,  whose  piercing  shrieks  rang  through  the 
forest.  The  elephant  again  seized  him,  placed  his  huge  foot  on  his  chest,  and 
trampled  and  knelt  upon  him  until  almost  every  bone  was  broken,  when  he 
flung  the  mangled  and  lifeless  body  on  one  side  and  rushed  trumpeting  through  the 
forest.  Such  was  the  melancholy  fate  of  one  of  the  best  shots  India  ever  produced."' 
Helen  Georgina  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  born  at  Auchterhouse,  9  March  1830 
(S.W.  718).  She  married  at  Kippenross  House,  Dunblane,  4  July  1871,  Andrew 
Weoster,  of  Rutherford  Castle,  co.  Peebles,  and  later  of  S.  Leonard's,  co.  Sussex, 
but  by  him  (who  died  21  Sept.  1876,  and  is  buried  at  Ore,  near  Hastings)  had  no 
issue.  After  her  husband's  death  she  resided  at  S.  Leonard's,  and  later  at  Beaulieu, 
Southampton,  co.  Hants,  but  removed  about  1893  to  Carnoustie,  co.  Forfar,  where 
she  is  now  (1898)  living. 

Of  the  two  elder  sons  of  John  Wedderburn  of  Auchterhouse  and  Lady  Helen  Ogilvy, 
1.  John  Walter  Wedderburn  [1824-1879],  was  born  at  Beddington  co.  Surrey, 
20  July  1824  (Scots'  Mag.  1824,  p.  254).  He  entered  the  army,  and  was  a  captain  in  the 
42nd  Highlanders  (Black  Watch),  with  which  regiment  he  served  in  the  West  Indies  and 
elsewhere.  He  was  also  in  1850  aide-de-camp  in  Barbadoes  to  Field  Marshal  Sir  John 
Foster  Fitzgerald,  G.C.B.,  a  letter  from  whom  addressed  to  him  on  his  retirement  was  the 
more  forcible  that  it  came  from  one  who  rarely  praised.  Captain  Wedderburn  was  subse- 
quently major  and  lieut.-col.  in  the  Royal  Perthshire  militia.  He  took  a  great  interest  in 
natural  history,2  and  was  an  ardent  sportsman  with  both  rod  and  gun.  On  leaving  the 
army  he  resided  at  his  mother's  residence,  Rosebank,  near  Roslin,  but  after  her  death 
moved  to  Liberton  House,  near  Edinburgh,  where  he  lived  till  1878,  when  he  purchased 
the  small  property  known  as  Marfield,  Blairgowrie,  co.  Perth.  He  died  there,  20  July 
1879,  and  was  buried  at  Auchterhouse.3  The  confirmation  of  his  will  by  the  commissariot 
of  Perth,  31  Dec.  1879,  was  registered  in  London  6  Jan.  1880  (L.W.  40). 

1  This  account  is  also  given  in  an  earlier,  1867,  edition  of  the  same  book  (London,  Saunders  Otley),  and  in 

The  Hunting  Grounds  of  the  Old  World  (Longmans  1865),  ed.  3,  chap,  xvii.,  "The  sad  end  of  a  famous 
Shekarry." 

2  His  name  appears  on  the  title  page  of  a  small  book.     The  Naturalist  of  Bermuda,  a  sketch  of  the  Geology, 

Zoology  and  Botany  of  that  remarkable  group  of  islands,  together  with  meteorological  observations, 
by  John  Matthew  Jones,  Esq.  (of  the  Middle  Temple),  assisted  by  Major  J.  W.  Wedderburn  (late 
42nd  Royal  Highlanders)  and  J.  L.  Hurdis,  Esq.     London,  Reeves  and  Turner,  1839. 

3  There  is  an  unfinished  sketch  of  him  and  his  two  brothers,  when  infants,  painted  by  Scrymgeour  and  now 

at  Marfield,  but  it  is  of  little  value  as  portraiture  or  art.  A  good  representation  of  him  exists  at 
Dunkeld  Cathedral,  in  the  central  figure  of  the  basrelief  monument  to  the  42nd  Highlanders,  for 
which  the  sculptor  asked  him  to  stand.  There  is  also  a  bas-relief  of  him,  in  plaster,  at  Marfield.  He 
died  from  the  effects  of  a  chill  caught  while  fishing,  and  increased  when  attending  the  funeral  of  his 
cousin,  Mrs.  Stirling  of  Kippendavie.  After  his  death  his  widow  presented  a  font  commemorative  of 
him  to  the  Episcopal  church  at  Blairgowrie. 
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Part  in.  He  married1  at  Castle  Edeu,  co.  Durham,  27  April  1854,  Margaret  Anne  Whaite, 

Chap.  x.  daughter  to  Thomas  Whaite,  lieut.  94th  Regiment  (by  Sara  Elizabeth,  daughter  to  Captain 

E.  Paton  of  the  42nd  Highlanders)2  and  by  her  (born  1837,  living  1898  at  Marfield)  had 

issue  two  sons  and  one  daughter, 

1.  John  Walter  Maurice  Wedderburn,  born  at  Stirling  17  March  1855,  baptised 

at  Trinity  Church,  Stirling,  27  April  1855,  ordained  into  the  Scottish  Episcopal 
Church,  March  1 886,  sometime  chaplain  to  the  Bishop  of  Argyll  and  the  Isles,  and 
now  (1898)  in  charge  of  S.  Peter's,  Stornoway,  in  the  Isle  of  Lewis.      Unmarried. 

2.  Charles  David  St.  Clair  Wedderburn,  born  at  Rosebank,  Roslin,  7  Feb.  1864, 

baptised  at  Roslin  Chapel,  21  March  following.     He  was  educated  privately,  and, 
after  qualifying  as  a  railway  engineer,  went  out  to  India  and  is  now  (1898)  engineer 
to  the  Kathiawar  Railway.     Unmarried, 
and 

Helen  Margaret  Ogilvy  Wedderburn,  born  at  Rosebank,  Roslin,  12  Dec.  1857, 
baptised  at  S.  John's  Church,  Princes  Street,  Edinburgh.  Living  unmarried,  1898, 
at  Marfield,  Blairgowrie. 

2.  James  Alexander  Wedderburn  was  born  at  Beddington  1  Aug.  1825  (Scots' 
Mag.  1S25,  pt.  ii.,  p.  381  ;  Blackwood,  p.  653). 3  He  was  educated  privately  and  at 
Haileybury  College,  co.  Herts,  then  the  training  college  for  the  East  Indian  Company's 
service,  which  he  entered  at  Madras  in  1848,  being  subsequent^,  shortly  before  his  death, 
appointed  head-assistant  at  Chingleput,  where  he  died  of  brain  fever  19  May  1854. 
Buried  there.4 

He  married,  at  the  parish  church  of  Hampstead,  28  March  1848  (Gent.  Mar/.,  p.  539) 
Marion  Melvill,  fifth  daughter  to  Sir  James  Cosmo  Melvill,  K.C.B.,  secretary  to  the 
East  India  Company,  and  afterwards  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  and  by  her  (born 
23  Feb.  1826,  living  in  1898  at  The  Castle,  Tiverton,  co.  Devon)5  had  issue  two  sons  and 
two  daughters. 

1.  James  Alexander  Wedderburn,   born  at  Government  House,  Guindy,  Madras, 

21  Jan.  IS49  (Gent.  Mag.,  p.  418,  giving  date  as  Jan.  31  ;  Baptized  at  Madras; 
Madr.  Ind.  Off.  Bapt.,  xxviii.,  57).  Died  of  croup  20  Oct,  1852.  Buried  at 
Coimbatore.'-' 

2.  Alexander  Dundas  Ogilvy  Wedderburn.     See  below, 
and 

1,  Marion  Hester  Wedderburn,  bom  at  Ootacamund  in  India  28  Sept.  1850,  and 

there  baptized  (Ind.  Off.  Madr.  Bapt.,  xxxi.,  507).  Died,  also  of  croup,  in  India 
29  Sept.  1851.     Buried  at  Coimbatore.0 

2.  Marion  Hester  Wedderburn,  born  in  India  29  Sept.  1852  ;  baptized  at  Coim- 

batore (Ind.  Off.  Madr.  Bapt.,  xxxi.,  343).     She  married  at  S.  Peter's,  Eaton  Square, 

1  Somerset  House  Reg.  and  Gent.  Mag.  1854,  p.  70. 

-  Mrs.  Wedderburn  tells  me  that  her  grandmother  was  a  Macdonald  of  Sealpa,  and  was  granddaughter  to 
a  Dr.  Rutherford,  whose  sister  married  the  father  of  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

:'  His  tomb,  which  remains  in  perfect  order,  consists  of  two  plain  blocks  of  granite,  laid  one  on  the  other, 
the  upper  one  being  somewhat  smaller  than  the  lower.  On  the  side  of  the  upper  one  is  inscribed, 
"Sacred  to  the  memory  of  James  Alexander  Wedderburn,  M.C  S.,  who  died  at  Chingleput  on  the 
19th  May  1854.     Aged  28  years  ";  with  a  quotation  from  Scripture  (Ps.  xxxix.,  8). 

4  Gent.  Mag.,  p.  201,  giving  date  May  20  ;  Ind.  Off.  Mad.  Bur.,  214,  xxxiii. 

6  She  resided,  1854-95,  successively  at  Tunbridge  Wells,  at  Brighton,  and  chiefly  (1875-96)  at  76,  Cadogan 
Place,  London,  S.W. 

|;  His  tomb  and  that  of  his  elder  sister  are  square  sarcophagi,  mounted  on  stone  platforms.  They  bear  the 
following  inscriptions  : — 

1.  Sacred  |  To  the  Memory  of  |  James  Alexander  |  Son  of  J.  A.  Wedderburn,  M.C.S.,  and  of 
Marion  his  Wife  |  who  died  at  (Joimbatore  |  on  the  20th  October  1852  |  Aged  3  years  and  9  months. 

Though  it  be  hard  to  bid  thy  heart  divide 
And  lay  the  gem  of  all  thy  love  aside, 
Faith  tells  thee,  and  it  tells  thee  not  in  vain, 
That  thou  shalt  meet  thy  darling  yet  again. 

2.  Sacred  |  To  the  Memory  of  |  Marion  hester  |  Daughter  of  |  J.  A.  Wedderburn,  M.C.S.  |  And 
of  Marion  his  wife  |  Who  died  at  Coimbatore  29th  September  1S51  |  Aged  1  year  and  1  day. 

He  who  perceived  the  dangerous  control 

The  heart  twined  spell  was  gaining  round  thy  soul, 

Snatched  from  thy  arms  the  treacherous  decoy 

To  give  thee  brighter  hope  and  purer  joy  : 

This  star  of  comfort  for  a  moment  given 

First  rose  on  earth,  then  set  to  rise  in  Heaven. 
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London,  S.W.,  25  May  1881,  Stephen,   Biyih  Moore,  captain  in   the  Royal  Scots  Part  m. 
Regiment,  second  sou  of  Richard  Moore,  Esq.,  of  Killashee,  co.  Kildare,  Ireland,  ChaP-  x- 
and  by  him  (sometime    resident  at   Penicuik,  co.  Midlothian  ;  at  Chilfrome,  co. 
Dorset ;  and  now  at  The  Castle,  Tiverton,  co.  Devou)  has  issue  Stephen  St.  Leger 
Moore,  b.  1884  :  Marion  Wedderburn  Moore,  b.  1882 ;  and  Eileen  Hester  Moore, 
twin  with  her  brother. 

Alexander  Dundas  Ogilvy  Wedderburn — the  present  writer — was  born  at 
Cannon  Hall,  Hampstead  (then  the  residence  of  his  mother's  father)  7  August  1854,  and 
baptized  privately  at  Rosebank,  Roslin,  by  Dr.  Forbes,  Bishop  of  Brechin,  27  Sept. 
following.  Educated  at  Haileybury  College,  Herts  ( 1 867-73)  and  after  matriculating,  15  Oct. 
1873,  at  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  continued  there  1873-77,  and  graduated  B.A.,  22  March 
1878,  having  taken  (1875)  a  first  class  in  classical  moderations  and  (1877)  a  second 
class  in  the  final  school  of  Literee  Ilumaniores.  Admitted  a  student  at  the  Inner  Temple 
20  Dec.  1875,  and  after  reading  in  the  chambers  of  Mr.  A.  M.  Channell  (now  a  judge  of 
the  High  Court)  was  called  to  the  Bar  there,  26  Jan.  1880,  and  joined  the  South- 
Eastern  Circuit,  and  the  Herts  and  Essex  Sessions,  but  has  practised  chiefly  in  London. 
Appointed  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Counsel  in  May  1897,  and  received  from  the  Crown  the 
post  of  Recorder  of  Gravesend,  co.  Kent,  30  Nov.  in  the  same  year.  Residence,  47,  Cadogan 
Place,  S.W.,  Chambers,  Farrar's  Building,  Temple,  E.C.1 

He  married  at  S.  Stephen's  Church,  Gloucester  Road,  South  Kensington,  13  April  1887, 
Mathilde  Segelcke,  only  child  of  Henry  William  Segelcke  of  Elfindale  Lodge,  Heme 
Hill,  S.E.,  and  has  issue  a  son  and  a  daughter. 

Alexander  Henry  Melvill  Wedderburn,    born    1    July    1892    at    47,   Cadogan 

Place,  S.W.,  and  baptized  at  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Sloane  Street,  7  Aug.  1892. 
Margaret  Griselda  Wedderburn,  born  at  90,  Sloane  Street,  S.W.,  29  April  1888, 

and  baptized  at  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Sloane  Street,  17  June  1888. 


1  I  may  be  allowed  to  record  here  the  fact  that  while  at  Oxford  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  the 
acquaintance  (March  1874)  and  gain  the  friendship  of  John  Ruskin,  then  professor  of  Hne  art  to  the 
University,  and  that  for  many  years  I  have  had  the  honour  to  assist  in  the  editing  of  his  works 
While  still  at  Oxford,  I,  in  conjunction  with  an  Oxford  friend,  W.  G.  Collingwood,  translated  for  the 
professor  the  "  Economist  of  Xenophon,"  published  as  vol.  i.  of  his  Bibliotheca  Pastorum  in  1876  • 
and  after  leaving  the  University  I  collected  and  edited  all  his  published  letters  to  the  press  etc ' 
under  the  title  of  "  Arrows  of  the  Chace"  (2  vols.  1880).  To  these  may  be  added  an  account  of 
the  Mosaics  in  the  baptistery  of  S.  Mark's,  Venice,  under  the  title  of  "  Sanctus,  Sanetus  Sanctus" 
(appendix  to  S.  Mark's  Rest,  1882) ;  an  edition  of  all  Mr.  Ruskin's  magazine  articles  (On  the  Old 
Road,  1885)  ;  index  to  the  Stones  of  Venice  (1886),  to  Modern  Painters  (1880),  to  the  Seven  Lamps 
(privately  printed  1890),  and  smaller  indices  to  many  of  his  other  works  at  various  times. 


Appendix. 

Part  hi.  I  add  in  this  appendix  two  family  registers  which  have  been  omitted  from  volume  ii. 

app-         as  not  belonging  to  any  of  the  collections  dealt  with  there,  some  inscriptions  at  Auchter- 

house,  and  also  some  notes  on  the  Melvill,  Dunbar,  Brodie,  and  some  other  allied  families 

from  materials  in  my  possession. 

NOTE    I. 
Family  Registers. 

(a)     Thomas    Wedderburn' s    Bible. 

This  is  an  old  1599  Bible,  which  was  formerly  in  the  possession  of  J.  K.  Wedderburn,  to  whom  it  had 
descended.     It  contains  various  records,  as  follows  : — 

Register  in  the  hand  of  Thomas    Wedderburn. 

Thomas  Wedderburn  born  Aprile  the  2d  1710  )  ,,      -   ,  0     .,  .,     OAtl,  ,_,„ 
Katharine  Dunbar,  born  July  the  22*  1722      (  Mamed  SePy  the  20t"  174°- 

And  had  these  children, 
Alexander,  born  thursday  the  20th  of  August  1541  at  Grangehill,  parish  of  Dyke. 
Mary,  —  born  Munday  the  13th  of  September  1742  at  Forress,  parish  of  Forress. 
John,  —  born  Friday  the  19th  of  August  1743  at  D°,  parish  of  D°. 
Katharine,  born  Munday  the  1st  of  October  1744  at  Fortrose,  pa:  of  Rosemarkie. 

Elizabeth,  born  Sunday  the  8»>  of  March  1747  {  at  D.°  pa:,°f  D°'        ,      .     T 

'  t  counting  the  year  to  begin  Ja.  .  .  . 

Robina,  born  Saturday  the  2Sth  of  January  1749  at  Fortrose  pa:  of  Rosemarkie. 

Thomasina,  born  Saturday  the  7^  of  March  1750  at  D°. — pa:  of  D°. 

James  — ,  born  Munday  the  23d  of  September  1751  {  T  ',"' 

'  *  r  (  Inverness  and  same  .  .  . 

this  year  1751  the  New  stile  commenced  ;  the  3d  of  Septr  was  made  the  14th. 

Below  this  is  written  in   Mary  Wisdom  Wedderburn 's  hand,  "  the  above  was    written  in  Thomas 
Wedderburn's  own  hand.     M.W.W." 

Then  follow  seven  lines,  of  which  the  last  four  are  clearly  in  the  hand  of  Katharine  Dunbar  :  as  are 
the  first  two  words  (apparently  written  over  others)  in  the  third  line.     The  first  two  lines  and  the  rest  of 
the  third  seem  to  be  in  Thomas  Wedderburn's  hand. 
Alexander,  went  to  Jamaica  in  Spring  1760. 
John  went  to  Jamaica  in  spring  1762. 
James  went  to  Jamaica  1769  or  about  the  close  of  1768. 
My  Dear  Husband  Died  1771. 

My  Dear  Son  Alexander  Died  Feb.  the  10  day  1770. 
My  Dear  Daughter  Robina  Died  Dec.  the  16  day  1796. 
My  Dear  Daughter  Thomasina  Died  May  the  19  day  1797. 

Register  in  the  hand  of  John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden. 

This  is  a  further  register  in  the  book  in  the  hand  of  Thomas  Wedderburn's  son,  John,  as  follows  : — 
"  This  Holy  Bible  was  sent  to  Clapham  by  my  mother,  Katharine  Wedderburn,  in  Sept.  1797  to  her 

son  John,  being  much  valued,  for  the  length  of  time  it  has  been  in  the  Family  :  it  was  a  gift  from  my 

Father's  Mother  to  her  Son  Thomas. 

The  above  memorandum  made  this  6  Oct1'  1797  by  John  Wedderburn. 

Thomas  Wedderburn  died  in  the  month  of  Jan.  1771. 

Mary  Wedderburn  died  some  time  in  1772. 

Robina  died  16  Dec.  1796. 

Thomasina  died  19th  May  1797. 

James  died  17th  of  July  1797. 

(On  the  next  page  John  Wedderburn  begins  afresh), 

Thomas  Wedderburn  born  Aprile  the  2nd  1710. 

Katharine  Dunbar  born  July  the  22d  1722. 

Married  Septr  the  20th  1740  and  had  these  children. 

(He  then  copies  his  father's  register,  already  given  above,  and  proceeds)  : — 

Alexander  went  to  Jamaica  in  spring  1760  and  died  there  on  Blue  Castle  estate  parish  of  Weetd  10  Febry 
1770. 

James  went  to  Jamaica  in  1769  or  about  the  close  of  1768.  Died  on  Paradise  in  the  Parish  of  Westmore- 
land the  17th  July  1797  at  9  oclock  at  night. 

John  went  to  Jamaica  in  spring  1762  and  returned  to  England  in  July  1789 — (and  having  arrived  at  the 
Vale  of  years,  Beloved  by  all  his  Family  and  most  deservedly  esteemed  by  a  large  circle  of  acquaint- 
ance, departed  in  the  hope  to  rank,  among  the  Spirits  .of  the  Just  made  Perfect  on  Friday  the 
29th  Dec1'  1820— James  Wedderburn.)1 

1  These  words  placed  between  brackets  are  in  the  hand  of  his  son,  James. 
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Two  certificates  of  baptisms  are  pasted  into  the  book  : —  Part  III. 

"  This  is  to  certify  that  Catharine  Georgina,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Wedderburn  born  Feb.  1st  1791  App. 

was  baptised  this  16th  day  of  March  1791  as  appears  by  the  Register  of  Baptisms  for  the  South  West 

Division  of  S'  Pancras  in  the  county  of  Middlesex. 
Witness  my  Hand.     Henry  Mead,  Minister  of  S.  Pancras." 
"  This  is  to  certify  that  Thomasina,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Wedderburn  born  Sept.  19th  1793  was 

baptised  this   14th  day  of  Novr  1793   as  appears   by  the  Register  of  Baptisms  for  the  South  West 

Division  of  Sl  Pancras  in  the  county  of  Middlesex. 
Witness  my  Hand.     Henry  Mead,  Minister  of  S.  Pancras." 

(b)   Thomas  Wedderburn' s  Prayer  book. 

This  book,  published  at  "  Oxford.  Printed  by  the  University  Printer  1729,"  is  bound  in  red  leather 
and  has  inside  the  cover  a  small  leather  panel,  stamped  : — "  Thomas  Wedderburn,  1732."  It  is  now  at 
Marfield,  Blairgowrie.     On  the  two  first  blank  pages  is  the  following  : — 

A  Gift  from  Thos  Wedderburn  J's  Wedderburn  senr  born  the 

to  John  Wedderburn.  23d  September  1751 

John  Wedderburn  born  John  8th  January  1798 

19th  August  1743  Clapham,  Surry 

Mary  Wisdom  Bed  ward  born  (married  Lady  H.  Ogilvy 

1' June  1764     Married  27th  Died  April  2nd  1S39) 
of  May  1782. 


Married  27'"  Dec.  1802. 

died  22d  Dec1'  1803  at  Inveresk 


Married  7  June  1817 


Married  13  Feb>"  1810 

(died  13  June.    1863.) 
died  21th  March.   1806. 


E.  S.  W.  born  31st  December  1773 
half  past  9  o'clock  at  Night 

Mary  Born  2d  August  1786 
between  7  &  8  Oclock  in 
the  Morning,  Wednesday. 

James  born  the  2d  June 
1788  2  Oclock  at  Noon, 

Monday. 
Catherine  Georgina  born 

1  Feby  1791. 
Thomasina,  19  Sept1"  1793. 

[All  the  above  is  in  the  hand  of  John  Wedderburn,  son  to  Thomas,  except  the  two  entries  here 
bracketed,  which  have  been  added  by  Mrs.  John  Walter  Wedderburn  of  Marfield,  Blairgowrie.] 

On  the  back  of  page  2  is  written  — 

(a)  John  Wedderburn  died  29111  Decr  1820  aged  77  years  and  a  quarter.  Buried  in  the  Vault  of  S* 
James  Chapel,  Hampstead  Road. 

(6)  John  Wedderburn  (his  son)  bom  at  Clapham  8th  Jany  1798,  married  30th  April  1823  Lady  Helen 
Ogilvy,  died  April  2nd  1839.  She  died  April  29th  1868.  Their  son  John  Walter  born  1824  Beddington 
July  20th,  married  April  27th  Marg*  A.  Whaite  (1854). 

(c)  John  Walter  Maurice  born  at  Stirling  March  17tb  1855.  Helen  Margaret  Ogilvy  born  at  Rosebank 
Decr  12*  1857,  Charles  David  S»  Clair  born  Feb?  7th  1864. 

[The  first  of  these  three  entries  is  in  the  hand  of  Mary  Wisdom  Bedward,  the  other  in  that  of  Mrs. 
John  Walter  Wedderburn.  I  have  omitted  some  memoranda  stating  the  gift  of  the  book  in  1820  to  John 
Wedderburn  of  Auchterhouse  by  his  mother  ;  in  1837  by  him  to  his  son  John  ;  and  again  in  1870  by  him 
to  his  son  John  Walter.] 


NOTE    II. 


Inscriptions  in  the  Church  at  Auchterhouse,  co.  Forfar. 


James  Alexander  Wedderburn 
second  son  of  John  Wedderburn,  Esq1' 
was  born  in  August  1825 
and  died  at  Madras  in  May  1 854. 


David  Ogilvy  Wedderburn 

youngest  son  of  John  Wedderburn  Esq1' 

was  born  1801  June  1826 

and  died  also  in  India  at 

Ootacamund  2nd  Sept.  1853. 

I  believe  in  the  Resurrection 
of  the  dead. 


Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 

John  Wedderburn  Esq1' 

Who  departed  this  life  on 

the  2nd  April  1839 

Aged  42  years. 

Lieut  Colonel 

John  Walter  Wedderburn 

Late  42nd  Royal  Highlanders 

and  Perth  Rifles. 

Born  20t!l  July  1824. 

Died  20th  July  1879. 

I  know  that  my  Redeemer 

liveth 
In  thee,  O  Lord,  have  I  put 

my  trust. 


The  Lady  Helen  Wedderburn 

Widow  of  John  Wedderburn  Esq1" 

and  youngest  daughter  of  Walter, 

7th  Earl  of  Airlie 

Died  at  Rosebank,  Roslin, 

29"1  April  1S68. 

Her  remains  rest  in  the  private 
burying  ground  of  Roslin  chapel. 

I  believe  in  the  communion  of  Saints. 

In  loving  and  dutiful  remembrance 
of  her  dear  mother,  by 

Helen  Wedderburn 
May  186S. 


[There  are  two  errors  in  this  inscription,  viz.,  June  for  July  as  the  birth-month  of  David  Ogilvy 
Wedderburn  ;  and  "7th  (for  5th)  Earl  of  Airlie  "  in  the  third  column.] 

2  x 
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NOTE  III. 
The  Melvills  in  Ceees,  co.  Fife. 

Part  III-  The  descent  of  this  family  is  traced  from  Robert  Melvill  of  Caskirdo,1  in  the  parish  of  Ceres,  co. 

App.  Fife,  who  was  living  1650-88,  but  died  in  1689  (?).  His  parentage  remains  unascertained  and  although  it 
has  been  suggested  that  he  was  descended  from  one  of  the  four  younger  brothers  of  Sir  Robert  Melvill  of 
Murdocairney,  created  Baron  Melvill  of  Monimail,  with  remainder  to  his  heirs  male,  in  1616,  no  evidence 
has  at  present  been  obtained  in  support  of  that  suggestion.  That  the  Melvills  of  Caskirdo  were  connected 
with  the  Monimail  family  seems,  however,  probable,  if  only  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Caskirdo  to  the 
estates  of  Monimail,  Raith,  etc. 

I  have  not  devoted  much  attention  to  the  matter,  the  evidence  in  regard  to  it  in  my  possession  being 
confined  to  the  result  of  a  search  in  the  parish  registers  of  Ceres,  from  which  every  entry  relating  to  the 
name  of  Melvill  has  been  extracted,  and  to  some  few  memoranda  supplied  me  by  a  member  of  the  family. 
The  extracts  from  the  Ceres  registers  are  as  follows  : — 

I.    Marriages,  1620—1750. 

1.  1628.     July  4.     Compeired  David  Melvill  and  Issobell  Bonar  both  in  this  parochine  and  gatie  up  thair 

names  to  be  proclaimed  before  Johne  Traill,   David  Philp,   aud  the  said  David  laid  4  lib.  as  his  pledge 
in  my  hand  and  Johne  Traill  become  cautioner  for  his  gooddochter. 

2.  1628.     August  5.     David  Melvill  and  Issobell  Boner  were  married. 

3.  163S.     July  8.     William  Melvin  in  this  paroch  and  Cirstian  Rough  in  Aberdour,  proclaimed  upon  their 

minister  his  testificat. 

4.  1677.     January  14.     Robert  Melvill  and  Grissell  Row  proclaimed. 

5.  1686.     November  20.     Karskirdo  cautioner  for  parties  contracted. 

6.  1697.     October  8.      William  Melvill  and  Mary  Haldan  in  this  parish  contracted. 

7.  1723.     October  18.     Mr  Robert  Fua  merchant  in   Dunbar,  and  M's  Mary  Melvine  (sic),  daughter  to 

the  deceased  M1'  William  Melvill  factor  to  the  estate  of  Crawford. 

II.    Births,  1620— 1700.2 

8.  1638.     May  30.     —  Melvill  of  Halhill  witness. 

9.  1677.     October  19.     Robert  Melvill  and  Grissell  Row  had  a  child  baptized  called  Margaret  (?)     Wit- 

nesses William,  Earl  of  Craufurd,  &c. 

10.  1683.  July  17.  Robert  Melvill  of  Karskeirdow  and  Grizell  Row  his  spouse  had  a  child  baptized 
called  Thomas  :  witnesses  David  Bruce  of  Bunzean  and  James  Bailzie. 

11.  1687.  March  26.  Robert  Melvill  of  Karskeirdo  and  Grisell  Rue  his  spouse  had  a  child  baptised 
called  James.     Witnesses,  David  Malcome  and  John  Melvill. 

12.  1688.     June  3.     Robert  Melvill  of  Karskeirdo  and  Grizel  Rue  his  spouse  had  a  child  baptised  called 

Henreta.     Baptized  at  Broomknow. 

13.  1693.     June  15.     William  Melvill  of  Carskeirdo  :  witnesses  to  baptism  of  minister's  child. 

14.  1698.  September  2.  William  Melvill  factor  to  the  Earle  of  Crawfurd  his  creditors  and  Mary  Haldan 
his  spouse  had  a  child  baptised  called  John.  Witnesses  John  Wiems  of  Unthank,  Mr.  John  Malcolm 
of  Foxtoun,  and  John  Grahame,  chamberlain  of  Craighall. 

15.  1699-  December  1.  William  Melvill  factor  to  the  Earl  of  Crawfurd  and  Mary  Haldan  his  spouse  had 
a  child  born  and  baptized  by  Mr.  William  G  .  .  .  Lees,  minister  of  Cupar.  Witnesses  John 
Wienis  of  Wiuthank,  and  David  Malcolm  Bailie  of  Cupar,  called  Janet. 

III.     Deaths,  1620-50  [1650—1707  Hank],  1707-30. 

October  9.    Patrick  Buchanan  lawful  son  to  Mr  Walter  Buchanan  and  Margaret  Melvill  buried 

June  17.     David  Melvill  (inter  alios)  ordaiued  an  oversier  for  Tarvet  milne. 

May  13.     Janet  Loudoun  spous  to  David  Melvill  in  Tarvet  Mill  buried. 

April  27.     John  Melvill  buried. 

December  13.     James  Melvill  in  Craigforthy  buried. 

February  9 .     William  Melvill,  chamberland  to  the  Earl  of  Crauford,  buried. 

December  31.     Alexander  Melvill  was  buried. 

January  5.     Janet  Bell  spouse  to  David  Melvill,  baillie  in  Ceres. 

July  31.     Mary  Hadden  relict  of  the  deceased  William  Melvill  in  Bowhouse. 

December  10.     John  Melvill  of  Carskirdo. 

From  these  entries  the  following  facts  are  clear  : — 
1626.     Margaret  Melvill,  wife  of   the  Rev.   Walter  Buchanan,  minister  of   Ceres,  had  a  son   Patrick, 

who  died  and  was  buried  9  Oct.  1626  (16). 
1628.     Janet  Loudoun,  wife  of  David  Melvill  in  Tarvet  Mill  (17),  was  buried  13  May  1628  (18). 
1628.     Aug.  5.     David  Melvill  married  Issobell  Bonar,  after  banns  4  July  (1,  2). 
1638.     July  8.     William  Melvill,  proclaimed  to  marry  Christian  Rough  (3). 
1677.     Jan.  14.     Robert  Melvill  of  Caskirdo  married  Grissell  Rue  or  Row  (4),  and  had  issue,  Margaret  (?) 

bapt.  19  Oct.  1677  (9),  Thomas  bapt.  17  July  1683  (10),  James  bapt.  26  March   1687  (11),  and 

Henreta  bapt.  3  June  1688  (12). 
1697.     Oct.  8.     William  Melvill,  factor  to  the  Earl  of  Crawford,  married  Mary  Haldane  (6),  and  had  issue 

John  bapt.  2  Sept.  1698  (14),  Janet  bapt.  1  Dec.  1699  (15),  and  Mary  m.  18  Oct.  1723  Robert  Fua  (7). 

William  Melvill  was  buried  9  Feb.  1712  (21).     His  widow  31  July  1728  (24). 

1  The  estate  of  Caskirdo  now  belongs  to  a  branch  of  the  Playfair  family.  Its  present  owner  has  kindly 
looked  through  his  papers,  but  finds  none  earlier  in  date  than  1740,  and  none  giving  any  information 
as  to  the  Melvills. 

2  The  births  of  children  of  Mr.  Walter  Buchanan,  minister  at  Ceres,  and  Margaret  Melvill  his  wife,  are 
in  this  register,  but  are  omitted  from  these  extracts. 


16. 

1626. 

17. 

1627. 

18. 

1628. 

19. 

1708. 

20. 

1710. 

21. 

1712. 

22. 

1722. 

23. 

1725. 

24. 

1728. 

25. 

1729. 
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1708.  April  27.     John  Melvill  was  buried  (19).  Part  III, 

1710.  Dec.  13.     James  Melvill  in  Craigforthy  was  buried  (20).  App. 

1722.  Dec.  31.     Alexander  Melvill  was  buried  (22). 

1725.  Jan.  5.     Janet  Bell,  wife  of  David  Melvill  of  Ceres,  whs  buried  (23). 

1729.  Dec.  10.     John  Melvill  of  Caskirdo,  was  buried  (25). 

Thus,  1626-38,  we  have  three  contemporaries, 

1.  David  Melvill  in  Tarvet  Hill,  whose  wife,  Janet  Loudoun,  died  in  May  1628,  and  who  is  thus  probably 

the  David  Melvill  who  married,  5  Aug.  1628,  Isobell  Sonar.     He  may  be  brother  to  both 

2.  William  Melvill,  who,  in  1638,  married  Christian  Rongh  ;  and 

3.  Margaret  Melvill,  who  had  married,  before  1626,  the  Rev.  Walter  Buchanan  and  had  issue  including  a 

son,  Patrick,  who  died  in  that  year. 

Either  of  the  above,  David  or  William  Melvill,  may  well  be  the  father  of  Robert  Melvill  of  Caskirdo, 
who  married  Grissel  Row  or  Rue,  in  1677,  this  being  evidently  his  second  marriage  as  he  had  a  son,  John, 
who  was  retoured  heir  to  him  in  Caskirdo,  24  July  1694  (Ret.  Inq.,  Gen.  xliv.,  14,  Fife,  1356)  an  entry  not 
without  difficulty  as  William  is  designed  "of  Caskirdo"  in  1693,  though  he  is  designed  in  Bowhouse  in 
1728  (24),  and  John  is  designed  of  Caskirdo  on  his  death  in  1729  (25). 

The  following  pedigree  gives  the  descent  from  Robert  Melvill  of  Caskirdo,  as  evidenced  by  the  Ceres 
registers  and  amplified  by  the  above-mentioned  memoranda.   The  latter  may  be  taken  as  accurate  in  regard 
to  the  descent  from  John  Melvill  and  Joan  Fall,  but  are  otherwise  not  free  from  doubt  in  various  particulars, 
as  may  be  seen  from  the  notes.     The  dotted  lines  indicate  that  the  proof  is  not  absolute. 
1-  [  ]=fRobert  Melvill  of  Caskirdo.  =p2.  Grissell  Row  or  Rue. 


John  Melvill,  re-=j= 
toured  heir  to  his  ,: 
father  in  Caskirdo,  • 
24  July  1694.  Pro-  i 
bably  the  John  ■ 
Melvill,  witness  to  \ 
the  baptism  of  (his  \ 
half-brother?) 
James, in  1687.  He  I 
died  1729.1 


2.William=j=Mary 
Melvill 
designed 
of  Caskir- 
do, d. 
1712. 


Hal- 

dane, 

m. 

1697, 

d. 

1728. 


I 

Thomas 
Melvill, 
b.  1683.3 


James 
Melvill, 
b.  1687. 
Perhaps 
theJames 
of  Craig- 
forthy 
who  d. 
1710.4 


Margaret, 
b.  1677.5 


Henreta, 
1688. 


?  Alexander 
Melvill,  d. 
1722.6 

?  David  Mel- 
vill of  Ceres, 
whose   wife, 
Janet  Bell,  d. 
1725.7 


~r-f 
Charles 
Melvill, 
physician  in 
Carlisle.  8-> 

Robert  Mel- 
vill, d. 
unm.9 


John   Melvill.  =f  Joan  Fall  of 
Dunbar,  m. 
1755. 


A  daughter,  m. 
Charles  Johnstone 
of  Piersley  Hall. 


I  I 

John  Melvill,  b.  1698.  1.  Janet, 

Perhaps  the  John  Mel-  b.  1699.2 
vill  buried  170S. 


I 
2.  Mary,  m.1723 
Robert  Fall  of 
Dunbar. 


John  Melvill, = 
in  the  Bengal 
Civil  Service. 


r-l 

JohnMel- 
vill,d.s.p. 

Rev.  Ed- 
mund 
Melvill, 
d.s.p. 
1870. 


: ,  daughter  of 

Sir  Edmund  Car- 
rington,  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  Ceylon. 


Robert 
Melvill, 
d.  unm. 


Philip    Melvill,= 
b.  1762,  d,  1811. 


:Elizabeth  Carey, 
dau.  of  Peter 
Dobreeof  Guern- 
sey. 


— "1 — I 
Jean,  m. 
Rose. 


Major 


Marion,  d.  inf. 


John  Fall 
Melvill,  d. 
1809  at  Ma- 
deira. 

Peter    Mel- 
vill, d.s.p. 


Sir  James  Cosmo=j=Hester  Jane, 


Melvill,  K.C.B., 
F.R.S., Secretary 
to  H.E.I.C.  and 
Under-secretary 
ofStateforlndia, 
b.  1792,  d.  1861. 


dau.  of  W.M. 
Sellon,  m. 
1814,  at  St. 
Andrew's, 
Hoi  born,  d. 
1864. 


Philip 
Melvill, 

Two  sons 
andseven 
daugh- 
ters. 


Sir  Peter 
Melvill, 
K.C.B. 

>U 
Two 
daugh- 
ters. 


Rev.  Henry 
Melvill, Canon 
of  S.  Paul's. 

Four  sons  and 
five  daughters 


Three  sons  and  six  daughters. 


Elizabeth, 
d.  unm 

Jean,  d.  unm. 

Rachel  Do- 
bree,  m. 
Henry 
Kemble,  d. 
s.p.  1884. 


1  The  statement  that  John  Melvill,  who  married  Joan  Fall  of  Dunbar,  was  son  of  John  Melvill  of  Caskirdo 
rests  presumably  on  the  authority  of  his  grandsons,  John  and  Edmund  Melvill,  who  provided  the 
material  for  the  early  part  of  the  above-mentioned  memoranda.  But  in  the  absence  of  authority,  and 
having  regard  to  the  dates,  it  is  not  quite  clear.  Thus  John  of  Caskirdo  cannot  have  been  born 
much  later  than  1670,  and  would  probably  marry,  after  the  fashion  of  the  time,  soon  after  he  came  of 
age,  i.e.,  1690-95.  In  this  event,  if  the  John  Melvill  who  married  Joan  Fall  is  his  son,  he  was  either 
born  long  after  his  father's  marriage,  or  himself  married  very  late  in  life. 

-  The  memoranda  give  no  son  but  four  daughters,  viz.,  1.  — ,  m.  A.  Douglas,  father  of  Bishop  Douglas  (of 

Salisbury)  ;  2,  [Mary],  m.  (a)  Fall  of  Dunbar  (6)  —  Delisle,  and  d.  1785  ;  3, ,  m.  Smith  of  Girles- 

ton  and  d.  1790  ;  4,  Marion,  d.  1785-86. 

3  Believed  to  have  married  and  had  a  son,  Thomas,  who  went  to  South  Africa  and  died  at  Cape  Coast 

Castle  in  1756,  and  a  daughter  who  m.  —  Oswald  and  had  two  daughters  who  both  m.  brothers  of  the 
name  of  Carment,  whose  descendants  assumed  the  name  of  Melvill. 

4  Believed  to  have  married  and  had  a  daughter  who  is  said  to  have  married  "  her  cousin  Fall  of  Dunbar," 

but  if  so,  (a)  three  first  cousins  would  all  have  married  Falls  of  Dunbar,   and  (b)  the  Falls  were 
not  cousins  at  this  date. 

5  The  above  mentioned  memoranda  give  their  names  as  Elizabeth  and  Henrietta  and  say  that  the  former 

m.  David  Malcolm  of  Cupar,  and  the  latter  William  Stephenson  of  Pittenweem. 

6  7  These  two  persons  are  named  in  the  Ceres  registers  but  their  parentage  is  not  ascertained.     They  may 

be  sons  of  Robert  of  Caskirdo.  but  of  which  marriage  does  not  appear. 
8  9  The  existence  of  these  sons  and  the  statements  in  regard  to  them  rest  on  the  memoranda  alone. 


356  THE     WEDDERBURN     BOOK. 


Part  III.  Notes  on  the  Sellon,  Littlehales,  and  Baker  Families. 

App. 

Note  on  the  Sellon  Family. — This  family  was  of  Huguenot  origin,  and  members  of  it  are  settled  in 

France  and  Switzerland.     One  of  them,  Comte  de  Sellon  of  Geneva,  had  a  daughter  who  m.  Count  Cavour. 

Another  was  a  high  official  at  the  Court  of  the  first  Napoleon. 

The  Rev.  William  Sellon  (b.  1729,  d.  18  July  1790,  Gent.  Mag.  p.  673),  Rector  of  S.  James', 
Clerkenwell,  and  atone  time  incumbent  of  the  Portman  Chapel  and  lecturer  at  S.  Andrew's,  Holborn,  and 
S.  Giles-iu-the-fields,  married  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Littlehales  (b.  1700.  d.  1792,  buried  at  the  Hague),  and 
by  her  (b.  1726,  d.  at  Pinner-hill,  near  Harrow,  22  July  1S01,  Gent.  Mag.  p.  767)  had  issue  three  sons, 

1.  William  Marmaduke  Sellon.  of   Harlesden,    co.  Middlesex,  who  d.   19   Dec.    1824   {Gent.  Mag., 

p.  572),  having  m.  Henrietta  Say,  and  had  issue  by  her  two  sons,  Edward  and  William  Peter  Baker 
John  (both  of  whom  died  unmarried),  and  two  daughters,  Henrietta  (who  m.  William  Hornidge)and 
Hester  Jane  Frances  (who  m.  Sir  James  Cosmo  Melvill). 

2.  Baker  John  Sellon.  Serjeant  at  law,  Chief  Magistrate  at  Hatton  Garden,  m.  1788  Miss  Dickinson 

(she  d.  ast.  75,  30  July  1832),  and  had  a  son,  Rev.  John  SelloD,  who  d.  2  March  1830  at  Albany, 
New  York  {Gent.  Mag.,  p.  571),  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  (1)  Maria  Anne  m.  1819  J.  James  Halls  ; 
(2)  Charlotte,  m.  1838  Jacques  Amable  Reguault  of  Paris  ;  and  (3)  Anne,  m.  1816,  Sir  Benjamin 
Brodie,  Bart.,  and  d.  1861. 

3.  Joseph  Sellon,  d.  25  Oct.  1842  unm.  (Gent.  Mag.  p.  671). 
and  five  daughters,  of  whom 

(1)  Elizabeth,  m.  1774  Rev.  Stephen  White,  Vicar  of  Lavington,  co.  Lincoln  ;  (2)  Lydia,  m.  1790,  Rev. 
Benjamin  Latrobe;  (3)  Sarah,  m.  17S4  Thomas  Smith,  receiver  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  S.  Paul's, 
and  had  an  eldest  son,  Captain  William  Richard  Baker  Smith.  R.N.,  who  in  1847  took  the  name  of 
Sellon  ;  while  (4)  Martha,  authoress  of  "  Individuality,"  and  (5)  Sophia  both  died  unmarried. 

Armorial  Bearings  of  the  Sellon  family  : — Gules  ;  a  falcon  proper,  erect,  passant,  with  wings  displayed. 

Note  on  the  Families  of  Littlehales  and  Baker. — Joseph  Littlehales  (second  son  to  Ralph  Littlehales 
of  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields  and  Dawley,  co.  Salop)  m.,  8  Aug.  1725,  Elizabeth  Baker,  daughter  and  eventually 
sole  representative  of  John  Baker  (b.  1686)  of  Bromley,  co.  Salop,  and  his  wife  Sarah,  daughter  of  Henry 
Grainger  of  Kingston  and  Margaret  Davey.  Their  son  Baker  John  Littlehales  of  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields 
and  Moulsey.  co.  Surrey,  died  30  Oct.  1785,  having  m.  Maria,  daughter  to  Bendall  Martyn,  and  had  issue 
four  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  the  eldest  son.  Sir  Edward  Littlehales,  Bart,  (creat.  1802),  took 
in  1817  the  name  of  Baker  (on  succeeding  in  right  of  his  grandmother  Elizabeth  Baker,  and  on  the  death 
s.p.  in  1815  of  her  only  brother's  only  child,  Peter  William  Baker)  to  the  estate  of  Ranston,  co.  Dorset. 
See  Burke  and  Foster's  Baronetages,  s.  Baker,  and  the  Baker  pedigree  given  in  Hutching's  Dorset,  where  the 
ancestry  of  John  Baker  of  Bromley  abovenamed  is  traced  back  to  Richard  Baker,  who  m.  in  1448  Joan 
Bromley,  heiress  and  fifth  in  descent  from  William  de  Bromley  or  Bronley,  temp.  Edward  I.  and  II. 

Armorial  Bearings  of  the  Baker  family. — Argent,  a  castle  between  two  crosses  patee  in  chief,  and  a  key  in 
base,  sable,  on  a  chief  azure,  two  keys  erect  or. 

Armorial  Bearings  of  the  Littlehales  family. — Argent  on  a  bend,  cottised,  sa. ,  three  einquefoils  or  ;  a  chief 
gules,  charged  with  three  arrows,  erect,  points  downwards,  proper. 

NOTE    IV. 

The  Dunbaes  of  Grange. 

A  genealogy  of  the  Dunbars  of  Grange  is  given  by  J.W.  in  his  MS.  on  the  authority  of  his  grand- 
father Thomas  Wedderburu's  record  of  his  wife's  family  (1744),  and  also  on  that  of  another  MS.  entitled 
"  Nobile  Genealogie  of  the  worthie  surname  of  the  Dunbarris,  Erlis  of  Murray,  1554."  Both  these  records 
were  in  J.W.'s  possession,  and  some  lines  from  the  latter  of  them  are  quoted  by  him  on  the  title  page  of 
both  his  MS.  and  his  printed  memoir.  Both,  however,  have,  unfortunately,  been  lost  or  mislaid  by  his 
representatives.  The  following  account  is  founded  on  that  given  by  J.W.,  checked  by  and  amplified  from 
several  other  sources.1 

1.  Maldred,  probably  brother  to  Duncan,  King  of  Scotland,  1034-40,  son  of  Crinan,  Abbot  of  Dunkeld, 

married  Ealdgyth,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Ugtred,  Prince  of  Northumberland  (by  Elgiva,  daughter  of 
Ethelred,  King  of  England),  by  whom  he  had  a  son, 

2.  Earl  Cospatrick,  born  1040-48.     He  joined  the  Danes  in  the  invasion  of  the  North  of  England,  and 

on  peace  being  made  with  King  William,  was  created  at  Christmas  1067  Earl  of  Northumberland, 
but  was  deprived  of  this  Earldom  in  1072,  when  he  fled  to  Scotland  and  received  from  Malcolm  III. 
"  Dunbar  with  the  adjacent  lands  in  Lothian."  He  had  two  sons,  viz.,  Dolfin,  expelled  from  Carlisle 
in  1092  and 

3.  Earl  Cospatrick,  slain  at  the  battle  of  the  Standard,  22  Aug.  1138.     He  left  a  son, 

4.  Earl  Cospatrick,  founder  of  the  Cistercian  nunneries  at  Coldstream  and  Eccles,  co.  Berwick.     He 

died  1166   leaving  by  his  wife  Derder,  a  son, 

5.  Waldeve   (or  Waltheof )  Earl  of  Dunbar,  one  of  the  hostages  for  the  release  of  King  William  the 

Lion,  circ.  1175.     He  died  in  11S2,  leaving  by  his  wife  Aelina  (d.  1179)  a  son, 

6.  Patrick,  Earl  of  Dunbar,  who  died  31  Dec.  1232,  leaving  by  his  wife  Ada  (d.  1200),  natural  daughter 

of  King  William  the  Lion,  a  son, 

1  Some  of  the  earlier  statements  are  further  evidenced  by  the  documents  contained  in  the  "  Chartulary  of 
the  Cistercian  Priory  of  Coldstream,"  edited  by  Rev.  C.  Rogers.  London.  Printed  for  the  Grampian 
Club,  1879.  1  vol.,  pp.  xxxv.  96.  See  also  the  Complete  Peerage  by  G.  E.  C,  s.  Dunbar,  and  Moray  ; 
Douglas'  Baronage,  s.  Dunbar  of  Westfield  and  as  to  the  Dunbars  of  Grange  a  letter  dated  from 
Scrabster  by  Thurso,  12  Jan.  1832,  and  addressed  to  J.W.  by  Alexander  Dunbar  of  Grange-hill. 
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7.  Patrick,  Earl  of  Dunbar,  m.   1213  Euphemia,  daughter  of  Walter  Fitzalan  or  Steward,  Lord  High  Part  ] 

Steward,  and  died  at  Marseilles  1248,  leaving  a  son,  App. 

8.  Patrick,  Earl  of  Dunbar,  born  1213,  died  1289.     He  married  circ.   1242  Cecilia,  daughter  of  John 

Fraser  (?),  by  whom  he]had  two  sons,  of  whom  the  elder, 

9.  Patrick,  Earl  of  Dunbar  and  March  (born   1242,  died  10   Oct.    1308)  married    Marjory  Cumyn, 

daughter  of  Alexander,  Earl  of  Buchan,  by  whom  he  had  a  son, 
10.  Patrick,  Earl  of  Dunbar,  March,  and  Moray,  born  1284  and  died  11  Nov.  1368,  having  had  issue 

by  his  wife,  Agnes,  elder  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Thomas  Randolph,  Earl  of  Moray,  two  sons, 

Patrick  and  John,  both  of  whom  predeceased  him,  s.p.1     His  heir  was  thus  the  grandson  (11)  of 
9o.   John  Dunbar,  younger  son  of  Patrick,  Earl  of  Dunbar  (8).     He  left  a  son, 
10a.   Sir  Patrick  Dunbar  who  died   in    Gandia    1356,   having   married    Isabel,  younger  daughter  and 

co-heiress  of  Thomas  Randolph,  Earl  of  Moray,  and  had  two  sons,  viz.,  (a)  George,  Earl  of  Dunbar 

and  March,  who  died  1416-20,  leaving  a  son  and  successor  (d.  1457)  ;  and  (6) 
11." John  Dunbar,  Earl  of  Moray,   who  died  1391.     He  married  Marjory,  daughter  of  Robert  II.  King 

of  Scotland,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  viz.,  Thomas,  Earl  of  Moray,  whose  male  line  failed  on  the 

death  of  his  son  s.p.  in  1427,  and 

12.  Alexander  Dunbar,  of  French-aught,  who  m.  Isabel  Fraser  of  Frendraught  and  had  a  son, 

13.  James  Dunbar,  who  succeeded  to  the  Earldom  of  Moray  on  the  extinction  of  the  line  of  his  uncle, 

Thomas  (ut  sup.).     He  married2  Isabel,  daughter  of  Sir  Walter  Innes  of  that  ilk,  and  had  a  son, 

14.  Sir  Alexander  Dunbar  of  Westfleld,  who   married  in    1452,   Isabella,   daughter   to   Alexander 
Sutherland  of  Duffus,  by  whom  he  had  six  sons,  of  whom  the  fifth3 

15.  David  Dunbar  of  Durris,  co.  Inverness  (1495),  married  and  had  a  son, 

16.  Alexander  Dunbar  of  Durris,  who  died  1569,  leaving  a  sou, 

17.  Robert  Dunbar  of  Durris,  who  married  Christian  Learmonth,  and  had  a  son, 

18.  David  Dunbar  of  Durris,  who  married  Janet,  daughter  of  Hugh  Rose  of  Kilravock,  and  had  a  son, 

19.  Mark  Dunbar  of  Durris  and  Grange.     He  sold  Durris  in  1592  and  purchased  Grange,  co.  Moray. 

He  married  Isobel  Falconer  and  had  a  son, 

20.  Ninian  Dunbar  of  Grange,   who   married  (a)  Ogilvy,   daughter  of  ....  Lord   Banff,  and  had   issue 

(1)  Robert  of  Grange  ;  (2)  David  of  Kirkhill,  ancestor  of  the  baronets  of  Durn  ;  and  (b)  Christian 
Dunbar,  by  whom  he  had  issue  (1)  William  of  Durn,  created  a  baronet,  whose  male  line  became 
extinct  in  1811  ;  and  (2)  John  of  Hillhead.     Of  these  the  eldest, 

21.  Sir  Robert  Dunbar  of  Grange,  born  1636  ;  received  the  honour  of  knighthood  1660.     He  married 

Grizell,  daughter  to  Alexander  Brodie  of  Brodie  (by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Alexander  Innes  of 
that  ilk),  and  by  her  had  an  eldest  son, 

22.  Robert  Dunbar  of  Grange,  born  1662  ;  married  his  cousin  Katharine,  daughter  to  James  Brodie  of 

Bi'odie  (son  of  the  above-named  Alexander  Brodie  of  Brodie),  by  whom  he  had  issue  a  second  but 
only  surviving  son, 

23.  Alexander  Dunbar  of  Grange,  commissioner  for  Elgin4  to  the  Scottish  Parliament  in  1703.     He 

married  Mary,  daughter  of  James  Fraser,  secretary  to  Chelsea  Hospital,  and  by  her  had  issue, 
including  a  second  daughter, 

Katharine  Dunbar,5  m.  Thomas  Wedderburn  of  Cantra. 

Dunbar  Armorial  Bearings. — 1st  and  4th  Gules,  a  lion  rampant  Or  within  a  bordure  of  the  last 
charged  with  eight  roses  of  the  first  for  Dunbar  Earl  of  Dunbar  and  March;  2nd  and  3rd  Or,  three  cushions 
pendant  within  a  double  treasure  flowered  and  counterflowered  Gules  for  Randolph,  Earl  of  Moray  ("  One 
of  the  oldest  coats  known,"  J.W.'s  MS.). 


1  According  to  G.E.C.  his  honours  were  on  his  suggestion  granted,  25  July  1368,  to  his  great  nephew, 

George,  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Patrick  Dunbar  by  Isabel,  younger  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Thomas 
Randolph,  Earl  of  Moray  (son  of  Thomas  Randolph,  chamberlain  of  Scotland,  and  Isabel,  sister  of  King 
Robert  I.  of  Scotland).    See  also  Proceedings  of  the  Antiquaries  of  Scotland,  vol.  xxii.,  p.  187,  s.  Dunbar. 

2  The  validity  of  this  marriage  has  been  questioned,  James  Dunbar  having  been  second  cousin  (and  thus 

within  the  then  prohibited  degrees)  to  Isabel  Innes,  who  died  before  the  papal  dispensation  could  be 
obtained.     Thus  their  sou  did  not  succeed  to  their  father's  Earldom. 

3  Of  the  others  the  lines  of  the  two  eldest  are  extinct,  while  the  third,  Alexander,  was  ancestor  of  the 

Dunbars  of  Mochrum,  co.  Wigtoun,  and  the  fourth,  Gavin,  Bishop  of  Aberdeen.  From  the  sixth, 
Patrick,  descended  the  Dunbars  of  Bennagefield  and  Dykeside. 

4  There  is  a  Dunbar  aisle  in  Elgin  Cathedral. 

5  In  his  printed  memoir  J.W.,  following  Douglas'  Baronage,  erroneously  calls  her  daughter  of  Robert  (her 

grandfather),  an  error  he  corrects  in  his  MS.  (see  J.W.  115). 
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NOTE  V. 

Pedigree  of  the  Dunbars  of  Grange,  showing  their  double  maternal  descent  from  the  Brodies  of  Brodie. 

This  pedigree,  so  far  as  it  effects  the  Brodies  of  Brodie,  is  taken  from  a  work  entitled  The  Genealogy 
of  the  Brodie  Family  from  Malcolm  Thane  of  Brodie,  temp.  Alexander  III.,  A.D.  1249-85  to  the  year  1862, 
compiled  from  various  documents  and  authorities  by  William  Brodie,  Eastbourne,  Susses,  1862.  For  the 
rest  it  exhausts  the  descent  iu  male  line  from  the  father  of  Katharine  Dunbar,  wife  of  Thomas  Wedderburn. 


i.  Marjory,  daughter  of  Robert=j=Alexander  Brodie  of  Brodie,   12th=ii. 
Dunbar  of  Durris  ;  she  d.  be-     in  descent  from  Malcolm  Thane  of 
fore  1569.  |  Brodie,  temp.  Alex.  III.,  d.  1583. 


David  Brodie,  13th  of  Brodie, 
b.  1553,  d.  1626. 


=Janet,  dau.  of  John  Hay  of  Lockloy  and  Park,  by  William 
Sutherland  of  Duffus,  m.  1584. 


David  Brodie,  14th=r=Katharine,  dau.  of  Thomas— 2.  Alexander  Dunbar  of 


of  Brodie,  b.  15S6, 
d.  1632. 


Dunbar  of  Grange,  Dean  Westfield,  Sheriff  of 
of  Moray;  she  was  living  Moray,  b.  1617,  d.s.p. 
1668.  1646. 


A  son. 

Brodies  of 
Lethen. 


John 
Brodie. 


Alexander  Brodie,  15th  of  Bro- 
die, Lord  Brodie  of  Session,  b. 
1617,  d.  1630;  author  of  the 
Diary. 


:Elizabeth,  eldest  dau.  of 
Sir  Robert  Innes  of 
Innes,  Bt.,  m.  1635,  d. 
1640. 


Four 
other 
sons. 


— ttt r-r-i 

Three  other  sons,  the  descendants  of  the     Three 
third  of  whom,  Joseph,  took  up  the  repre-     dans, 
sentation  of  the  family  on  the  death  of 
James  Brodie,  16th  of  Brodie,  in  1708. 


Sir  Robert  Dunbar=j=Grizel,  b.  1636, 
of  Grangehill,  Knt.  I  m.  1654. 


James  Brodie,  16th  of  Brodie, : 
b.  1637,  d.  1708. 


=Lady  Mary  Kerr,  dau.  of  William, 
3rd  Earl  of  Lothian,  m.  1659. 


Alexander  Dun- 
bar of  Westfield 
Sheriff  of  Moray 
d.  1702. 

I 
EIizabeth=f=Sir  William 
Dunbar,      I  Dunbar    of 
only  dau.     i  Hempriggs. 


H  r 

Robert  Dunbar=p2.  Katharine 


of    Grangehill, 
b.  1662. 


Brodie,  b. 
1663,  d.  1682. 


1.  Anne,d.  1710, 
m. 1679  William, 
12thLordForbes. 


4.  Jean,  m. Alex. 
Fraser  of  Phop- 
hachy. 


— I 1 

Several  James 
other      Dunbar 
dans,      of  Cleaves. 


Robert  Dunbar, 
advocate,  d.s.p. 
vita  patris. 


Alexander  Dunbar  of=pMary,  dau. 


Grangehill. 


of  James 
Fraser . 


(a)  Janet  Dunbar,: 
only  surviving 
child. 


I — i 

1.  Alexander, 
entered  the 
army,  d.  unm. 
1783. 

2.  William 
Henry,    d.   in 
India   unmar. 
1814. 


■2. Thomas  Dun-=f=(5)  Isabella,  dau. 
bar,  d.  10  April  I  of  John  Sinclair 
1792.  of  Scots  Calder, 

I  m.  1772. 

— -i-r 

John  Wed- 


1.  James  Dunbar 
entered  the  army, 
d.s.p.  1743. 


3.  James, 
d.  inf. 

4.  Patrick, 
d.  in 
Jamaica 
unm. 


1.  Elizabeth  m. 
James  Moodie 
of  Melsetter. 

2.  Mary  ni.  Rev. 
Patrick  Nichol- 
son of  Shaerter. 

0* 


derburn  Dun- 
bar,  d.   unm. 
in  Jamaica 
1796. 

6.  Thomas 
Dunbar,  d 
unm.  1793. 


7.  Elijah 
Dunbar, 
d.  inf. 

8.  Robert 
Dunbar, 
d.  unm. 
in  France. 


I~i ■ 

9.  James  Dun- 
bar, mar.  but 
d.s.p.  1811  in 
Ireland.  He 
sold  Grange- 
hill. 


William  Dun- 
bar,  a  sur- 
geon. 


r 

Mary,  m.  Ro- 
bert Fraser  of 
Torbuch. 

4- 


Katharine,  m. 
Thomas  Wed- 
derburn. 

1 — i 

3.  Catharine 
Wedderburn. 

4.  Barbara. 

4 


10.  Alexander  Dunbar, 
of  Scrabster  by  Thurso 
d.  unm.  1859. 
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PART  IV. 

Chapter  I. 

Sir  Peter  Wedderburn,  Lord  Gosford  (third  son  of  James  Wedderburn,  clerk  of 
Dundee,  ante,  p.  199),  and  his  descendants,  afterwards  Halketts  of 
Pitfirrane.     (See  pedigree  at  p.  371.) 

Sir  Peter  Wedderburn  [1616  ?-79],1  third  and  youngest  son  of  James  Wedderburn,  Part  lv- 
clerk  of  Dundee,  and  Margaret  Goldman,  and  progenitor  of  the  Wedderburns  of  Gosford,  chap-  '- 
afterwards  Halketts  of  Pitfirrane,  was  born,  no  doubt  at  Dundee,  about  1616-18.  The  year  of 
his  birth  is  not  absolutely  fixed,  but  his  eldest  brother  was  born  in  1610,  and  in  references 
to  his  father's  will  he  is  named  as  still  under  tutors,  1628-30  (S.W.  236  ;  R.D.  101,  105  ; 
Br.T.  10)  so  that  he  would  not  be  over  fourteen  years  of  age  till  after  that  date.  So  again 
he  was  still  under  curators  in  1633  (D.C.  62),  in  which  year  he  matriculated,  probably 
when  about  sixteen,  at  S.  Andrew's,  where  he  graduated  in  1636  (S.A.R.  23).-  Six 
years  later,  19  Jan.  1642,  he  was  admitted  an  advocate  at  the  Scottish  Bar  (Adv.  Adm.  1) 
and  from  this  time  forward  was,  no  doubt,  more  in  Edinburgh  than  in  Dundee.  He  was, 
however,  occasionally  in  his  native  town,  e.g.,  15  April  1642,  when  he  acts  as  attorney 
for  Isobell  Goldman  (D.P.B.  466),  and  6  Sept.  1643,  when  he  is  a  witness  (D.P.B.  471). 
He  was  there,  too,  5  Sept.  1644,  when  Montrose  was  proposing  to  attack  the  town, 
but  "  seeing  Mr.  Peter  Wedderburn  and  Mr.  John  Fletcher,  advocates,  in  the  fields  .... 
inquired  of  them  the  affection  of  the  townspeople  and  strength  of  the  town "  and 
learning  that  both  were  adverse  to  him,  decided  to  pass  it  by.s 

His  public  career  was  distinguished  as  an  advocate,  as  clerk  to  the  Privy  Council  of 
Scotland,  in  parliament,  and  as  a  lord  of  session.  Among  his  earliest  clients  was  the  town 
council  of  Dundee,  for  whom  he  appeared  in  a  suit  v.  Lord  Dudhoj^e,  28  Feb.  1643 
(D.C.  64),  and  by  whom,  on  the  resignation  of  John  Ramsay,  he  was  elected  "  town's 
agent"  or  standing  counsel  for  life  19  Dec.  1648  (D.C.B.  92).4  He  was  also  nominated 
8  May  1652,  in  a  case  re  the  teinds  of  Forgan  (ib.  104), 5  his  place  being  filled,  23  Nov. 
1652,  while  he  was  absent  in  London,  by  Mr.  John  Fletcher  (ib.  105).  Other  business  came 
to  him  from  Dundee.  Thus,  8  July  1656,  he  was  counsel  for  Margaret  Scrymgeour  in 
her  suit  v.  the  daughters  of  Patrick  Guthrie  of  Auchmuthie  (S.W.  318),  but  was 
against  her,  as  counsel  for  his  cousin,  Kingennie,  in  the  suit  which  she  brought  against 
him  (S.W.  322).°  His  connection  with  his  native  town  was  cemented  in  1657  when, 
7  Feb.,  he  was  admitted  burgess  there  by  the  privilege  of  his  father  (D.L.B.  53), 7 
and  later  on,  10  May  1665,  he  was  nominated  an  arbiter  in  a  dispute  between  the  Laird 
of  Bogie,  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  and  the  town  (D.C.B.  110).s 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  236,  318,  322,  357,  407,  432,  438  ;  Bl.  9,  10,  15,  16  a,  43,  65,  81  passim  ; 

,T.W.  79,  110;  S.A.R.  23;  Adv.  Adm.  1,  3;  D.C.  62,  64,  66;  D.L.B.  53,  57,  59;  D.P.B.  466,471 
474,  522,  551  ;  D.B.R.  461  ;  D.C.B.  92,  104,  105,  110,  114,  116  ab  ;  D.D.  55;  D.Dec.  36  d  ;  G.S.R' 
113,  114,  117-18,  121,  123-25,  127,  140  :  R.P.C.  62  ;  A.P.S.  38,  40,  41,  43-47.  49-50,  51  ;  R.H.  9,  15' 
17,  25  ;  G.R.S.,  12  n.,  26,  30,  33,  34.  37-39,  43  :  F.S.  21,  43,  58  ;  R.D.  101, 105, 123, 138, 143, 145  abc' 
164,  167,  168  ab,  169,  171,  173,  175  ab,  176,  178  aft,  179-81,  183  aft,  184-85,  194  a-m,  197-98,212,225' 
238,  243,  280,  289  ;  R.A.D.  70,  75,  86,  93,  99, 108, 110,  112-13, 125  ;  Br.T.  10,  13  ;  D.B.  7,  25  ;  Ed.M' 
3,  4,  7  ;  Ed.B.  1  n,  1,  2-5  ;  Ab.P.R.  1  u.  2 ;  P.P.N.  27  ;  H.C.R.  I.,  ii.  6. 

2  He   is   occasionally  named  as  a  witness  1635-33,  being  identified  as    "  brother's  son  to  Kingennie  " 

or  "  brother  to  the  clerk  "  e.g.,  25  March  1635,  7  June  1636,  27  March  1638  (Ur.R.S.  12  n  :  R.D.  123  ; 

P.B.N.  27).     In  1644,  April  4,  he  is  named  as  a  legatee  of  300  meiks  in  the  will  of  his  great  uncle, 

James  Wedderburn.  the  merchant  (ante,  p.  117 ;  Br.  T.  13). 
:1  Alexander  Spyuie's  MS.  in  the  Montrose  Charter  Room,  more  fully  quoted  in  Maxwell's  Old  Dundee, 

pp.  487-88.     See  also  Mark  Napier's  Memoirs  of  Montrose. 
4  I  have  also  a  uote  of  a  reference  to  him  in  the  Edinburgh  Council  Records  (orig.  record,  vol.  xvii.,  p.  233)  to 

the  effect  that  "  Mr.  Patrick  Wedderburn,  advocate,  being  employed  by  the  good  town  as  procurator 

before  the  commission  of  parliament  for  planting  of  churches,  and  seeing  he  has  been  painful  (the 

Council)  ordain  the  treasurer  to  satisfy  him  honestly  for  his  pains."     In  this,  as  occasionally  elsewhere, 

he  is  called  Patrick  (ante,  p.  77,  n.  2). 
'  He  is  wrongly  designed  "  writer  "  in  this  entry. 

6  Ultimately  he  had  to  act  judicially  in  this  matter,  17  June  1671  (S.W.  407). 

7  His  admission  seems  to  have  been  overlooked  as  he  was  again  admitted  20  July  1675,  together  with  his 

two  sons,  Peter  and  Alexander  (D.L.B.  59).  His  eldest  son,  John,  was  admitted  13  June  1671  (ib.  57). 
s  A  decision  and  opinion  of  his,  6  Dec.  1670,  11  March  1671,  are  referred  to  in  the  Dundee  Council  Books 
(D.C.B.  116  a  6). 
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Part  iv  The  next  step  in  his  career  was  his  appointment,  28  Aug.  1660,  as  clerk  to  the  Privy 

Chap,  i-  Qouncji  jn  Scotland  and  keeper  of  the  signet  for  life  (G.S.R.  114),'  and  soon  after  he 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood  from  the  lately  restored  Charles  II.,2  whose  cause  he 
had  always  advocated.3  He  now4  entered  parliament  as  member  for  Haddington,  which 
he  long  continued  to  represent,  both  before  and  after  his  elevation  to  the  bench.  Sir 
Peter  Wedderbum  of  Gosford  is  named  as  member  for  Haddington  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Parliament  of  Scotland,  1  Jan.  1661,5  8  May  1662,  18  June  1663,  2  Aug.  1665,  when  he 
is  on  a  committee  of  taxation,  and  9  July  1667,  when  on  a  committee  of  supply  (A.P.S. 
38,  40,  44,  45).°  In  1668,  June  17,  he  was  appointed  a  lord  of  session,  with  the  title  of 
Lord  Gosford,  and  thereupon  gave  up  his  post  as  clerk  to  the  privy  council,  receiving  his 
discharge  18  June  (R.P.C.  62).  He  continued  to  sit  in  parliament  for  Haddington,  and  is 
so  named  19  Oct.  1669,  when  on  a  commission  re  trade  (A.P.S.  46) ;  22  July  1670  (ib. 
47)  ;  12  June,  28  Aug.  1672,  ou  a  committee  for  plantation  of  kirks  and  valuation  of 
teiuds  (ib.  50)  ;  and  12  Nov.  1C73  (ib.  51).7 

Both  as  advocate  and  as  judge  he  was  highly  distinguished,  and  his  character  is 
finely  drawn  by  Sir  George  Mackenzie  in  his  Scottish  Lawyers.8  "  Wedderburnus  morum 
probitate  judices  clieuti  conciliabat,  dicendique  suavitate  eos  corrumpere  potuisset 
si  voluisset ;  nihil  autem  ille  in  facto  nisi  quod  verum,  nee  in  jure  nisi  quod  justum, 
pathetice  urgebat ;  Ciceronis  lectioni  semper  incumbebat,  unde  illi  dicendi  genus  uniforme 
et  flexanimum  ;  ex  junioribus  tamen  nullus  ilium  imitare  poterat  sicut  ille  Ciceronem  ; 
eloquium  materiam,  actio  eloquium  decorabat,  famaque  fugientem  prosequebatur."  So 
again  in  the  account  given  of  the  Wedderburns  in  Edward's  History  of  Angles  (J.W.  107), 
published  about  1678,  he  is  spoken  of  as  "in  Scotia3  supremo  senatu  plurimis  jam  annis 
Judex  purpuratus,  perspicacissimus,  et  meritissimus."  There  are  at  Pitfirrane  several 
letters  addressed  to  Sir  Peter  by  various  of  his  distinguished  contemporaries,  which  clearly 
show  both  his  influence  and  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held.  Unfortunately  I  have 
not  been  allowed  access  to  the  Pitfirrane  repositories,  so  that  I  cannot  give  a  full  account 
of  the  papers  there  relating  either  to  Sir  Peter  or  his  descendants.  Among  the  Blackness 
papers,  however,  is  a  thin  MS.  containing  an  account  of  the  family,  made  (1780)  when  Sir 
Peter's  descendant,  Lord  Loughborough,  was  raised  to  the  peerage,  by  someone  who  had 
the  advantage  which  I  have  not  enjoyed,  and  who  quotes  and  refers  to  various  documents 
in  the  Pitfirrane  Charter  Chest.  These  I  have  the  permission  of  their  present  owner 
to  make  use  of  here,  and  I  am  thus  able  to  give  some,  at  any  rate,  of  these  letters. 

1  The  sign  manual  appointing  Mr.  Peter  Wedderbum  of  Gosford,  advocate,  clerk  of  the  Privy  Council, 
28  Aug.  1660,  is  among  a  volume  of  MS.  Miscellaneous  Law  Tracts  (p.  7)  in  the  Advocates'  Library. 
A  similar  document  seems  to  be  in  the  Pitfirrane  charter  chest  (Bl.  81).  A  license  to  his  cousin  of 
Easter  Powrie  to  eat  meat  in  Lent,  12  Feb.  1663,  is  signed  by  him  as  clerk  to  the  Council  (S.W.  357), 
and  he  is  so  named  1  Jan.  1661  (A.P.S.  38).  Another  document  so  signed  by  him,  1  Aug.  1661,  and 
relating  to  Dunstaffnage  Castle,  is  given  in  Northern  Notes  and  Queries  {Scottish  Antiquary  J,  vol.  i., 
p.  7.     There  was  also  a  letter  from  him.  as  clerk,  to  the  Dundee  Council,  12  Dec.  1667  (D.C.B.  114). 

-  I  do  not  know  the  exact  date.  J.W.  in  both  his  printed  memoir  and  his  MS.  gives  the  date  as  4  June 
1662,  but  names  no  authority,  and  Gosford  is  designed  Sir  Peter  1  Jan.  1661  (A.P.S.  38).  Mr. 
A.  H.  Millar,  in  his  Roll  of  Eminent  Burgesses  of  Dundee,  gives  the  year  as  1660. 

41  J.W.  in  his  MS.,  quoting  Balfour's  Annals,  iii..  279,  says  that  Sir  Peter  was  a  steady  loyalist  and  served 
in  the  army,  being  at  one  time  imprisoned  by  the  Presbyterians  during  the  civil  war,  as  on  "  Friday 
21  Feb.  1645  "  there  is  an  entry  (Sessio  i.  Pomerid)  "  Mr.  Peter  Wedderbum  decerned  free."  Later 
ou,  10  July  1663,  he  got  from  the  Scottish  Parliament  a  ratification  of  a  charter  of  Loehills  in 
consideration  of  his  constant  and  untainted  loyaltie,"  as  well  as  of  his  services  as  clerk  to  the  privy 
council  (A.P.S.  41). 

A  At  this  time  he  is  also  named  in  the  Edinburgh  Council  Record  (vol.  xx)  where  it  is  recorded,  3  May 
1661,  that  the  Council  "  appoyntes  Thomas  Fairholme,  treasurer  to  the  College  to  gratify  Sir  Peter 
Wedderbum  and  Sir  John  Nisbet  for  their  pains  in  the  business  of  the  College,  whereanent  thir 
presents  shall  be  his  warrant." 

5  He  is  a  commissioner  of  excise  29  March  (A.P.S.  38). 

"■  He  and  his  brother,  Sir  Alexander,  are  also  there  named  when  made  justices  of  the  peace  in  1663 
(A.P.S.  43). 

7  J.W.  notes  that  a  proposal  of  his,  adopted  by  the  parliament,  is  criticized  by  Aikman  {Hist.  Scot,  iv.,  546) 
as  worthy  of  a  lawyer.  Persons  refusing  to  serve  in  the  militia  being  liable  by  law  to  have  the 
military  quartered  upon  them  in  retaliation,  many  abuses  of  this  billeting  arose,  and  Sir  Peter  pro- 
posed poyuding  as  a  substitute.  It  is  difficult  (as  J.W.  observes)  to  see  the  ground  of  Aikman's 
criticism,  as  there  could  be  only  two  punishments,  in  goods  or  in  person. 

s  See  also  Sir  C.  Dalrymple's  History  of  the  Senators  of  the  Colleye  of  Justice  (1847  ed.)  where  it  is  stated 
that  Lord  Gosford  collected  the  decisions  of  the  court  from  19  June  1668  to  the  end  of  July  1677. 
Thus  among  the  MSS.  in  the  Advocates'  Library  is  the  following :  "  Wedderbum's  Practiques, 
epitomized  by  Sir  Thomas  Nicolsone  ;  Decisions,  19  June  1668  to  17  July  1677."  There  is  also  a 
petition  signed  by  him  as  Lord  Gosford  9  June  1679  (S.W.  438). 
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The  first  two  are  apparently  extracts  only  from  letters  from  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  Part  iv. 
from  which  it  appears  that  Sir  Peter  was  concerned  in  detecting  the  evil  government  of  Cn»P'  '• 
the  Earl  of  Middleton  in  Scotland.     They  are  as  follows  : — 

Whitehall  19  Feb.  1662. 
I  shall  heartily  wish  the  salt  masters  good  luck  in  their  address  which  is  entrusted  to  the  management 
of  the  Earl  of  Middleton,  since  it  cannot  miscarry  in  so  good  a  hand.     Such  publick  trusts  shall  not  be 
envyed  by  me  whom  am  not  yet  incapacitated  by  my  most  gracious  Master  and  who  am,  Sir, 

Yor  affectionate  servant,  Lauderdaill. 

21  Feb.  1662. 
Yesterday  I  recieved  yora  of  the  14th  of  this  month  and  did  immediatly  acquaint  his  Ma"9  with  it. 
I  will  not  anticipate  his  Matie3  sense  of  it.  He  will  in  good  time  make  his  pleasure  known.  In  the  mean 
time  I  pray  you  faill  not  to  send  me  under  y  hand  the  true  copies  of  that  Act  of  Council  for  stopping  the 
proclamation1  and  send  it  by  the  very  next  post  and  hereafter  in  business  of  consequence  send  me  ever  the 
Extract  of  such  Acts  of  Importance.  This  in  my  opinion  will  prove  of  consequence  to  somebody.  I  am  no 
Prophet  but  am  yor  affectionat  friend  to  serve  you,  Lauderdaill.  P.S.  If  you  did  enter  in  the  Council 
Books  the  E.  of  Middleton's  letter  or  any  part  of  it  send  me  an  extract  of  that  also. 

A  third  is  from  the  Earl  of  Rothes,  then  president  of  the  council  in  Scotland, 
and  relates  to  Sir  Peter's  endeavours  to  procure  the  pardon  of  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Hutchison 
and  Smith,  three  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  who  had  been  sentenced  by  the  parliament  in 
Sept.  1662  and  arraigned  before  the  Privy  Council,  for  disobedience  to  their  ordinary2  : — 

London,  4  Dec.  1662. 
Honoured  Sir 

I  sent  away  a  fleeing  Pacquet  w'  these  three  gentlemens  remission  yesterday  and  in  caiss  any  incon- 
venience befall  it  by  the  way  I  have  given  you  this  advertisement  that  you  may  intimat  the  same  to  the 
Councell  that  iff  it  come  not  befor  the  12th  instant  the  Councell  may  prevent  any  prejudice  that  may  occur 
thereupon  to  these  gentlemen  by  granting  them  a  longer  time. 

You  will  no  question  conclude  me  a  horrible  Spendthrift  when  you  know  that  my  Money  is  so  neir 
ane  end  as  that  I  shall  desire  you  may  write  to  Mr.  Wilkie  to  advance  me  money  as  I  call  for  it  and  as  I 
recieve  it  I  shall  take  caire  that  on  a  week's  sight  it  shall  be  delivered  in  Scotland  to  you  or  whom  ye  shall 
apoint.  I  shall  not  be  satisfied  to  have  the  exchange  so  cheape  as  I  hade  the  last  for  I  finde  it  now  ruunes 
higher.     I  have  no  Newes  and  I  am  sure  it  is  non  to  tell  you  I  am  unchangeably  yours 

Rothes. 

Four  others,  from  Lords  Montrose,  Salisbury,  Tweeddale,  and  Roxburghe,  are  given 
in  their  order  of  date.     The  first  is  as  follows  : — 

Glasgow  Sep1'  9th  1673. 
My  Lord 

Besydes  the  many  proofs  I  have  had  of  yor  LoPs  kindness  and  favor  to  me  in  all  my  Affairs  it  was 
amongst  my  Mother's  last  commands  to  me  to  depend  upon  yov  advyce  in  all  my  concernments  which  made 
me  to  presume  to  give  yo1'  LoP  this  trouble  to  have  yor  assistance  and  opinion  in  a  particulare  of  my 
concern  which  is  lyke  to  trouble  me  at  this  time.  I  am  called  for  Annuity  of  the  Teinds  of  my  little 
Fortuueby  the  Lord  Loudon  for  the  year  1628  and  forward  till  now  and  that  not  onlie  for  the  Lands  lnow 
possesse  but  for  all  which  then  belonged  to  our  Family  which  is  lyke  to  draw  deep  upon  me.  This  I 
represented  to  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  and  intreated  that  he  would  interpose  with  his  Matie  that  by  his 
Royall  bountie  I  might  be  discharged  of  this  incumbrance  for  the  reasons  contained  in  the  information 
herewith  sent  to  yo1'  Lot'.  By  his  returne  I  am  desyred  to  advise  what  cane  be  done  in  Law  by  the  King 
as  the  case  now  stands  to  cleare  me  of  it  and  he  has  promised  to  endeavour  to  get  it  exped  and  albeit  it 
be  now  out  of  Yor  LoPs  way  in  the  Statione  you  are  in  to  advise  cases  of  that  nature  yet  since  the  business 
is  befor  the  Exchequer  and  not  befor  the  Lords  of  Council!  and  Session  and  that  I  am  confident  of  Yor 
LoP3  good  affection  to  me  and  my  interests  I  have  adventured  to  entreate  for  Yo1'  LPS  opinion  on  it  in  such 
forme  as  you  would  advise  me  to  returne  it  to  the  Duke  and  your  favour  in  this  amongst  many  other 
kindnesses  shall  infinitely  oblige, 

My  Lord 
Addressed  :  Yor  LoPs  humble  Servant 

"  For  my  Lord  Gosford. "  Montrose. 

That  from  James,  third  Earl  of  Salisbury,  comes  next.  The  Earl  was  heir  of  line 
through  his  mother  to  the  Earldom  of  Dirleton,  near  Gosford,  and  he  entrusted  the 
management  of  his  Scotch  estates  to  Sir  Peter.     He  says  :— 

My  Lord 

I  have  received  your  Letter  with  an  answer  to  those  objections  I  made  and  shall  now  sign  the 
writings  very  speedily.  I  thought  fit  to  give  you  this  notice  and  doe  assure  you  I  have  hade  so  long  a 
knowledge  of  y1'  integrity  and  kindnesse  to  me  and  my  affairs  I  must  always  own  you  have  been  my  friend 
and  I  beg  of  yor  LoP  to  believe  that  I  am  My  Lord 

Your  faithfull  humble  Servant 

Salisbury. 

1  This  act  was  obtained  by  the  influence  of  the  Earl  of  Middleton,  the  King's  Lord  High  Commissioner. 

and  was  the  cause  of  his  overthrow. 

2  Bee  Crookshank's  Hist,  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  i.,  131. 
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Part  iv.  That  from  John,  first  Marquis  of  Tweeddale,  relates  to  some  differences  which  had 

Chap.  i.  arjsen  between  him  and  his  brother,  William  Hay  of  Drumellier,  and  which  had  been 

referred  to  the  arbitration  of   Sir  Peter  Wedderbum,  and  were  settled  by  him  to  the 

satisfaction  of  both  parties.     It  runs  thus  : — 

Yester.  5  April  1675. 
My  Lord, 

I  do  most  heartily  thank  your  Lop  for  condescending  to  be  an  arbiter  for  my  brother  in  that  affair 
between  him  and  me.  It  could  have  come  in  no  hands  more  friendlie  to  us  both  and  with  any  hope  of 
bringing  it  to  a  conclusion  which  I  apprehende  will  be  difficult  enough  in  regard  I  see  differences  increas 
not  without  unhandsome  ....  on  his  part,  as  in  the  reply  he  made  to  my  answers  to  his  claim  and 
the  inconveniencies  of  not  selling  doe  likewise  grow  for  I  fear  some  parts  of  that  Land  which  was  settled 
upon  him  in  satisfaction  of  the  oblidgement  in  his  mother's  contract  of  marriage  may  fall  wast  this  year 
and  some  of  the  Tennents  prove  insolvent  there  being  non  to  look  after  them  for  I  have  not  since  Whit- 
sunday 73  the  tearme  after  he  came  home  nor  will  I  again.  And  at  that  time  I  am  sure  they  were  as  good 
Tennents  and  as  little  resting  by  them  as  any  in  the  south  of  Scotland.  But  he  is  soe  bent  upon  a  desine 
to  overreach  me  that  I  doubt  he  may  wrong  himself  and  my  advyce  being  to  small  purpose  to  him  as  affairs 
stand  betwixt  us.  I  intendit  to  have  waited  on  your  LoP  but  I  am  now  making  hast  to  Tweedale  and  shall 
not  have  the  happiness  to  see  vou  till  my  returne  but  my  stav  there  shall  not  be  long  and  I  am 

My  Lord 

Your  Lordship's  most  humble  servant 

Tweedale. 

The  last  relates  to  some  other  differences  between  Lord  Tweeddale  and  the  Earl  of 
Roxburgh,  in  which  also  Sir  Peter  acted  as  arbiter.     The  Earl  writes : — 

Kelso,  28th  May  1675. 
My  Lord, 

I  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  see  you  when  I  was  last  at  yor  House  where  I  resolved  to  have  giveu 
you  the  trouble  that  I  now  offer  you  by  this  earnestly  desyring  that  you  may  do  me  the  favour  to  be 
present  at  a  meeting  which  my  Lord  Tweedaill  and  I  have  appointed  about  my  affair  with  him  upou 
Tuesday  next  the  first  of  June  at  Edinbr.  My  Lord  the  undoubted  testimonie  of  your  kynduess  to  my 
Family  makes  me  take  this  freedom  which  I  hope  you  will  pardon  from 

My  Lord, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

Roxburghe. 

There  are  also  two  letters  from  Sir  Peter  to  Lord  Lauderdale  among  the  MSS.  in  the 
British  Museum.1     These  are  as  follows  : — 

May  it  pleas  yov  LoP 

I  did  receive  but  verie  latelie  yor  LoPs  letter  of  the  9th  of  this  instant,  and  humblie  [entreat  ?]  yor 
LoPs  favor  in  not  quarrelling  wth  me  for  my  verie  long  sileuce,  if  I  had  apprehended  yor  LoP  wold  have 
construed  it  as  a  wth  drawing  from  my  dutie  and  yc  service  I  owe  yo1'  LoP,  no  consideration  should  have 
moved  me  to  it  ;  but  I  may  safelie  averre  that  a  complyauce  wth  the  advyse  of  some  friends  more  than  my 
owne  inclination  was  the  only  cause  of  it.  Since  yor  LoP  thinks  fit  to  require  ane  account  of  busness  as 
formerlie  I  shall  studie  to  redeim  the  tyme  by  a  humble  obedience  w™  yor  LoP  may  justlie  challenge 
upon  manie  accounts,  and  must  regret  that  my  weake  endeavours  can  be  no  retribution  for  such  ane  estimat 
as  yor  LoP  is  pleased  to  put  upou  my  service. 

During  the  sessions  of  parliam1  the  meetings  of  Councell  wer  not  frequent,  and  the  busness  privat 
and  inconsiderable,  the  moon  starre  appears  when  the  sunne  shines,  and  since  ther  has  bin  but  oue  meeting 
at  Glasgo  wher  one  act  was  omitted  concerning  ministers  who  did  not  keep  the  anniversarie  thanksgiving 
or  take  new  presentations  and  Collation  from  yr  Ordinaries;  Ther  was  a  blank  Commission  signed  agl 
the  late  Arkinlasse  who  I  hear  since  is  gone  beyond  sea,  I  am 

My  Lord 
Gosfoord,  23rd  Oct.  Yor  LoP" 

1662.  Most  humble  servant, 

Addressed :—  For  Pet.  Wedderburne. 

The  Earle  of  Lauderdaill. 
Lord  Secretarie  for  Scotland 
Whithall. 
Endorsed  :— Sr  Pet.  Wedderburne,  23  October  1662 

May  it  pleas  yor  LoP/ 

The  Councill  wos  cald  by  My  Lord  Comr  to  meet  on  tuysday  last,  and  then  the  Condition  of  manie 
parishes  whos  churches  are  vacant  by  the  late  acts  and  proclamations  being  considered,  letters  wer  ordered 
to  be   wrettin  for  the  two  Archbishops  yl  some  course  may  be  taken  by  ther  advyce. 

This  day  they  did  againe  meet  and  advised  a  letter  to  be  wrettin  by  My  Lord  ChaucelK  to  the  King 
for  causing  exped  the  Commission  for  the  borders,  robberies  increasing  verie  much,  likwise  a  letter  to  be 
wrettin  to  My  Lord  Treasurer  to  show  the  great  prejudice  the  Kingdom  sustains  for  want  of  the  Excheq1'. 

1  Brit.  Mus.  Additional  MSS.  (Lauderdale  Papers),  23,  117,  fol.  100,  112.  See  also  ih.  23,  120,  fol.  113, 
for  a  roval  proclamation  against  sedition  and  disobedience  to  ecclesiastical  authority,  dated  and 
signed  by  Sir  Peter  as  clerk  to  the  Privy  Council  of  Scotland. 
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The  Minister  of  Wamphray  was  imprisoned  for  revyling  and  cursing  some  Ministers  coming  from  the  Part  IV. 
Assemblie  at  Glasgo,  and  Sr  James  Stewart  is  ordered  to  be  cited  to  produce  his  Chaplain  for  a  most  Chap.  I. 
seditious  sermon.     The  rest  of  busness  was  privat  not  worth  yor  LoP3  trouble,  from 

My  Lord 
Edingh  6*  Nov,  1662.  Yor  LoP3 

Most  Humble  servant 
Addressed  :—     For  Pet.  Wedderburne. 

The  Earle  of  Lauderdaill 

Lord  Secretarie  for  Scotlaud  Endorsed  :— S.  Pet.  Wedderburne     6  Nov.  1662. 

Whithall. 

To  these  I  add  a  letter  from  Sir  Peter  to  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  which  is  in  J.W.'s 

collection  of  papers  (J.W.  79). * 

Edinb1'  20  feby 
1666. 
May  it  pleas  yov  LoP 

I  have  sent  hierwith  a  copieof  the  proclamation  agl  y*  pamphlet2  w'  my  Lord  Advocat's  Observations 
yron.  There  was  produc'  by  My  Lord  Newburgh  the  King's  letter  concerning  Commissions  to  be  graunted 
to  probateers  by  the  King  and  the  Duke  as  Admirall  wch  was  ordered  to  be  recorded.  Mistres  Guthrie  and 
■hir  daughter  wer  examined  how  yl  pamphlet  came  to  yr  hands,  but  both  of  them  refused  to  give  ther  oath, 
wherupon  they  wer  committed  to  be  close  prisoners,  till  they  be  sent  to  Shetland  ;  one  James  Graham  wes 
likewise  sent  for  and  examined  upon  the  having  of  y'  pamphlet  but  he  cleared  himself 

I  am  /"--N 

My  Lord  (  seal  j 

Yor  LoPs  V-^ 

Most  humble  servant 

Pet  Wedderburne. 

Thus  successful  in  public  life,  Sir  Peter  acquired  a  considerable  amount  of  property 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh.3  The  first  sasine  in  his  favour  of  which  I  have 
note  is  of  the  lauds  of  Spittalls,  co.  Edinburgh,  dated  23  Aug.  1654,  and  given  to  him  and 
his  second  wife,  Agues  Dickson  (G.R.S.  26).  His  most  important  acquisition,  however, 
was  in  1659  when  he  purchased  "the  landes  of  Gosfoorde  in  Lowthian  from  Sir  Alexander 
Auchmoutie,  laird  thereof  ;  it  stood  him  in  about  sextie  five  thousande  markes  "  (Lamont's 
Diary,  p.  145).  Douglas  in  his  Baronage  states  that  he  inherited  Gosford  under  the  will  of 
his  uncle,  Sir  John  (ante,  p.  135),  but  this  is  an  error,  though  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  the 
purchase  he  was  assisted  by  Sir  John's  generosity.  The  disposition  by  Auchmoutie  is  dated 
3  Jan.  1659,  and  there  is  a  subsequent  notarial  instrument  28  Jan.  (Bl.  81).  A  great  seal 
-charter  seems  to  have  been  granted,  but  never  to  have  been  "  written  "  to  the  great  seal 
register,  though  sasine  followed  14  March  (ib.;  G.S.R.  1 13,  note;  G.R.S.  30). 4  This  property, 
as  we  shall  see,  remained  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants  for  over  a  century,  when  it 
was  sold  to  the  predecessors  of  the  present  owner  (post,  p.  386). 

Another  property  which  he  acquired  was  the  barony  of  Innerwick,  in  the  counties 
of  Ediuburgh  and  Renfrew,  of  which  he  got  two  great  seal  charters  in  favour  of 
himself  and  his  three  sons,  John,  Peter,  and  Alexander,  on  the  resignation  of  the  Earl 
of  Salisbury  (ante,  p.  365)  and  John  Graham  of  Craigie,  1  July  16705  and  13  Jan.  1671 
(G.S.R.  123,  125;  Bl.  81).  The  lands  of  Fairne,  co.  Forfar,  were  charged  in  warrandice 
of  Innerwick,  20  Jan.  1671  (F.S.  58),  and,  after  the  death  of  Sir  Peter,  there  was  a  great 
seal  charter  to  that  effect,  20  Feb.  1680  (G.S.R.  127).  A  decreet  in  an  action  by  Sir  Peter 
and  his  son,  John,  in  connection  with  the  property  is  registered,  28  Feb.  1674,  and  there  is 
also  a  1678  tack  of  the  Innerwick  and  Thornetoun  coal  and  salt  pans  by  Sir  Peter  to  Murray 
of  Newton  (RD.  280).6 

A  third  property  acquired  by  him  was  Lochill  in  the  barony  of  BallincriefF,  co.  East 
Lothian.     This  he  got  on  a  disposition  from  Walter,  Lord  Torphichen,  1-6  Aug.  1661  (Bl. 

1  This  letter  from  Sir  Peter  was  bought  by  J.W.  in  1825  at  a  sale  of  autograph  letters  belonging  to  the  then 
Earl  of  Lauderdale.     It  is  given  in  facsimile  opposite  this  page. 

-  The  pamphlet  (says  J.W.)  was  an  "  Apologetical  relation  of  the  Particular  Sufferings  of  the  faithful 
ministers  and  professors  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  since  August  1660."  Mrs.  Guthrie,  named  in  the 
letter,  was  the  widow  of  one  of  them.  See  Crookshauk's  Sufferings  of  the  Presbyterians  from  the 
Restoration  to  16SS  (vol.  i.,  pp.  170-71),  where  the  daughter  is  called  "the  Fair  Sophia."' 

3  He  also  had  at  one  time  a  town  house  in  Edinburgh  called  Aikmau's  or  Gosford's  close  on  the  South 

side  of  the  High  Street.     This  became  the  property  of  his  son  Alexander  (post,  chap,  hi.),  who  parted 
with  it  in  June  1696  (R.D.  289). 

4  In  the  catalogue  of  MSS.  bequeathed  by  the  late   David  Laing,  LL.D.,  to  the  Edinburgh  University 

Library  is  an  "  Inventory  Book  of  Sir  Peter  Wedderburn's  rights  of  the  lands  of  Gosford,  Lochill, 
etc."  (Division  x.,  No.  325,  p.  24).     Both  properties  involved  Sir  Peter  in  litigation  (R.D.  175  a  />). 

6  J.W.  says  this  was  ratified  by  the  second  session  of  the  second  parliament  of  Charles  II. 

6  There  is  also  a  tack  by  Sir  Peter  of  Thornetoun  Mill  13  Aug.  1671  (R.D.  185). 
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Part  iv.  81  ;  R.D.  194  a).     Two  years  after,  4  June  1663,  he  obtained  a  great  seal  charter,  creating 

Chap.  i.  Lochill  itself  into  a  separate  barony  (Bl.  81  ;  G.S.R.  117),  a  grant  which  he  got  ratified1  by 

parliament  10  July  in  the  same  year  (A.P.S.  41),  and  later  in  the  year,  7  Sept.,  he  settled 

these  lands  on  himself,  his  wife,  and  their  heirs,  obtaining  to  that  end  another  great  seal 

charter  uniting  these  lands  to  the  barony  of  Gosford  (Bl.  81  ;  G.S.R.  118). 2 

The  lands  of  Easter  Redspittal  were  another  extension  of  his  property.  These  he  got 
from  the  Hamiltons  of  Reidhouse,  6  July  1667  (R.D.  194  d),  and  thereupon  obtained  a 
great  seal  charter  uniting  them  to  Gosford,  2  Aug.  following,  although  sasine  seems  to  have 
been  delayed  till  24  Nov.  1671  (Bl.  81  ;  G.S.R.  121),  perhaps  because  this  purchase  seems  to 
have  involved  Sir  Peter  in  litigation  in  which  there  was  a  decreet,  17  Feb.  1672  (R.A  D.  86). 
Finally,  he  got  a  disposition,  7  April  1670,  of  certain  lands  from  Sir  William  Ruthven  of 
Dunglas  in  favour  of  himself  and  his  three  sons  (R.D.  194  g)  and  obtained  here  also  a 
great  seal  charter,  erecting  the  lands  into  the  barony  of  Thornetoun,  11  July  1670  (Bl. 
81;  G.S.R.  124)— a  charter  ratified  in  parliament  22  Aug.  following  (A.P.S.  49); 
after  which,  in  October,  he  got  sasine  of  the  new  barony  (G.R.S.  38).  He  seems  also  to 
have  acquired  the  barony  of  Dunglas  itself  (G.R.S.  37  ;  R.D.  194  h),  and  there  is  a  con- 
tract between  him  and  Sir  William  Ruthven  as  to  the  payment  by  Sir  Peter  for  both 
baronies,  and  other  documents  in  regard  thereto,  27  Feb. — 2  Aug.  1678  {ib.  IQij-m). 

I  add  below  a  summary  of  various  references  to  bonds  and  other  monetary  transactions 
by  him,3  and  of  some  other  slight  mentions  of  him  as  witness,  etc.4 

He  is  now  and  again  named  in  connection  with  his  relatives,5  e.g.,  18  Nov.  1665,  when 
he  signs,  as  a  curator  to  the  husband,  the  discharge  of  David  Dickson  of  Heartrie  for  the 
tocher  of  his  wife,  Helen  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  314;  Bl.  15);  27  Feb.  1667,  when  he 
witnesses  the  marriage  contract  of  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness  and  Rachel  Dunmuir 
(D.Dec.  36  d) ;  21  Nov.  1676,  when  he  makes  the  agreement  (Bl.  43)  with  his  nephew,  Black- 
ness, anent  the  estate  of  his  uncle,  Sir  John,  the  doctor,  which  has  been  already  dealt  with 
(ante,  pp.  136,  231).  Among  the  latest  references  to  him  are  two  in  1679,  viz.,  20  Feb., 
when  he  witnesses  the  marriage  contract  of  his  niece,  Helen  Wedderburn,  Lady  Heartrie, 
with  her  second  husband,  Miln  of  Muirtoun  (Bl.  16  a),  and  20  July,  the  date  of  the  letter 

1  See  ante,  p.  364,  n.  3,  where  the  ratification  is  quoted. 

2  This  last  charter  included  also  another  part  of  the  mains  of  Ballincrieff,  some  of  which  were  called  the 

Standelane,  which  had  been  disponed  to  Sir  Peter,  18  Sept.,  2  Dec.  1662  (Bl.  81  ;  R.D.  194  6),  and  to 
him  and  his  wife,  25-29  July  1663  (Bl.  81  ;  R.D.  194  c),  by  Patrick,  Lord  Elibank,  while  still  a  minor, 
so  that  he  had  to  ratify  the  sale  on  coming  of  age,  3  June  1 672  (Bl.  81),  while  other  parts  of  Ballin- 
crieff were  got  by  Sir  Peter,  6  Julv,  from  the  Hamiltons  of  Reidhouse  ;  30  July  1667,  from  Ellis  of 
Ellistown,  and  23  Nov.  1672  (Bl.  S"l  ;  G.S.R.  121  note  ;  R.D.  194  efi).  J.W.  says  that  the  great  seal 
charter  of  7  Sept.  1663  was  ratified  by  the  third  session  of  the  first  parliament  of  Charles  II.  See 
also  re  Gosford  and  Lochills,  G.R.S.  33  ;  R.D.  164,  184. 

3  These  are  as  follows  :— 1650  June  8,  bond  to  him,  advocate,  for  5,000  merks  (R.D.  138)  ;  1656  Feb.  29,  he 

is  named  in  an  action  as  a  creditor  of  Sir  James  Murray  (R.A.D.  70)  ;  1659  Feb,  9,  decreet  in  the  action 
referriug  to  an  adjudication  of  Innerleith  in  favour  of  Sir  Peter  (R.A.D.  75)  ;  1665  Aug.,  sasine  to  him 
of  a  charge  on  Innerleith  (G.R.S.  34);  1663  May  12,  Oct.  14,  bond  and  assignation  to  him  (R.D. 
168  06)  ;  1664  Dec.  31,  1665  Feb.  3,  July,  bond  to  him  (R.D.  173,  176)  ;  1666  July  6,  discharge  by 
him  {ib.  167)  ;  1667  Nov.  19,  discharge  to  him  {ib.  171) ;   1667  Dec.  19,  bond  to  him  (R.P.C.  62  n)  ; 

1668  Feb.  21,  March  19,  1669  March  5,  bonds  to  him  (R.D.  178  ab.  179) ;  1671  Dec.  6,  assignation  by 
him  {ib.  197)  ;  1672  Aug.  17,  discharge  to  him  by  the  Earls  of  Rothes  and  Wemyss  (R.D.  180) ;  1674 
June  1,  July  2,  disposition  by  him  of  two  charges  on  Lord  Wintoun's  barony  of  Tranent  (R.D.  183  ab)  ; 
1676  Sept.*  25,  bond  to  him  (R.D.  198)  ;  1678  Sept.  7,  discharge  to  him  by  the  presbytery  of 
Aberlady  (Bl.  81)  ;  1679  Feb.  8,  decreet  in  action  v.  him  (R  A.D.  99). 

J  Thus  164S  May  18,  Oct.  16,  and  1649  Sept.  20,  he,  advocate  in  Edinburgh,  is  a  witness  at  Dundee  (D.C.  66; 
D.P.  B.  474  ;  F.S.  21) ;  1654  April  15,  there  is  a  decreet  arbitral  to  which  he  is  a  party,  with  discharge 
and  bond,  20  April,  23  May,  in  connection  therewith  (R.D.  143,  145  abc)  ;  1659  Jan.  25,  he  is  named 
in  the  Records  of  the  Marischal  College,  Aberdeen  (New  Spalding  Club  Publ.  ed.  by  P.  J.  Anderson, 
1889, p.  92)  :  1664  June  l,a  witness  to  the  marriage  contract  of  David  Lindsay,  fiarof  Edzell  (F.S.  43); 

1669  Aug.  31,  a  curator  to  Ann  Gibson,  Durie's  niece  {Lamont's  Fife.  p.  212) ;  1673  June  11a  witness 
(R.D.  181).  He  is  also  often  named  as  witness,  etc.,  to  baptisms  in  the  Dundee  Parish  Register 
1650-51  and  1675  ;  in  that  of  Edinburgh  1658-79  (Ed.B.  n.  1)  and  in  that  of  Aberlady  1661-75 
Ab.P.R.  1,  u.  1  acdefgh).  In  the  first  of  these  registers  the  occasions  are  the  baptisms  of  Peter, 
son  of  Robert  Clephane,  3  Feb.  1650  ;  Alison,  daughter  to  Alexander  Gibson  of  Durie,  21  Sept.  1650; 
Anna,  daughter  of  Sir  Archibald  Primrose  of  Chesters,  clerk  to  the  Privy  Council,  14  Aug.  1651 
(D.P.Reg,  orig.  record,  s.dd.);  Peter,  son  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  18  Sept. 
1652  (Bl.  9  ;  D.B.  7)  ;  and,  23  Sept.  1675,  Peter,  son  of  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness  (Bl.  10  ; 
D.B.  25).  His  chamberlain,  Patrick  Leslie,  is  occasionally  named,  e.g.,  D.P.B.  522,  551  ;  D.D.  55  ; 
R.A.D.  125. 

5  And  also,  I  think,  4  July  1653,  when  he  gives  in  a  revocation  for  his  cousin-,  Helen  Wedderburn,  relict 
of  Andrew  Boyd  (ante,  p.  118  ;  D.B.R.  461),  as,  though  the  prefix  of  "  Mr."  is  there  omitted,  there 
is  no  other  Peter  to  whom  I  can  refer  the  entry. 
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addressed  to  liim  by  S.  Leonard's  College  upon   his  handing  over  to  them  the  library  Part  iv. 
bequeathed  to  the  college  by  his  uncle,  Sir  John  (ante,  p.  137).  Chap.  I. 

He  died  at  Gosford,  11  Nov.  1679,'  and  was  no  doubt  buried  in  the  churchyard  of 
Aberlady,  though  there  is  now,  owing  to  neglect  of  the  ground  for  many  years  (ante, 
p.  136,  n.  1),  no  trace  of  any  monument  to  him  there.2  By  his  will,  dated  5  Oct.  1674, 
he  left  a  sum  of  600  merks  to  be  expended  on  two  silver  communion  cups  for  the  church 
of  Aberlady,3  but,  as  the  church  had  already  the  four  cups  given  by  Sir  John  (ante,  p.  136), 
the  bequest  was  translated  into  one  for  the  poor  by  his  son  Peter,  who  paid  the  interest 
year  by  year  to  the  parish  (see  post,  p.  375,  and  vol.  ii.,  p.  508,  n). 

There  is  at  Meredith  a  portrait  of  him  in  his  judicial  robes,  which  bears  a  strong 
family  likeness  to  those  of  his  father  and  his  uncle,  Sir  John, as  may  be  seen  on  comparing  the 
reproduction  of  it  opposite  with  those  already  given  of  their  portraits.  Another  larger 
portrait  of  him,  also  in  his  robes  as  judge,  was  put  up  for  sale  at  Christie's,  3  May  1886, 
together  with  certain  other  pictures  "  removed  from  Leslie  House  by  order  of  the  trustees 
of  the  late  Countess  of  Rothes,  Leslie,  Fife,"  but  was  bought  in.  I  do  not  know  where  it 
is  now.  Facsimiles  of  Sir  Peter's  signature,  1648  aud  1679,  will  be  found  opposite  pp.  97 
and  192  of  vol.  ii.  (Bl.  16  a;  D.C.  66).  He  is  often  named  after  his  death  in  connection 
with  his  children  by  his  second  marriage,  of  whom  the  eldest  son,  John,  succeeded  as  his 
heir  and  was  also  his  executor  (see  below). 

Sir  Peter  was  thrice  married,  though  both  his  first  and  last  alliances  have  entirely 
escaped  the  notice  of  all  previous  historians  of  the  family.     He  married 

i.  At  Edinburgh,  1  Feb.  1649,  Christian  Gibson  (Ed.M.  3)4  and  by  her,  who 
did  not  long  survive,  but  the  date  of  whose  death  I  have  not  ascertained,  had  a  son, 

James  Wedderburn,   who  was  baptized  in  Edinburgh  30  Sept.   1649  (Ed.B.  1),  but 
died  young,  as  his  half  brother,  John,  was  his  father's  heir. 

ii.  At  Edinburgh,  20  Oct.  1653,  Agnes  Dickson  (Ed.M.  4),  daughter  of  the  late 
John  Dickson  of  Heartrie,  co.  Peebles.5  She  is  so  named  with  her  husband  in  the  sasine 
of  the  lands  of  Spittalls,  23 'Aug.  1654  (G.R.S.  26),  and  again,  29  Nov.  1661,  in  the 
discharge  of  a  bond  held  by  her  (R.D.  169).  I  have  no  record  of  the  date  of  her  death, 
but  it  was  between  Feb.  1665,  when  her  youngest  son  was  born,  and  June  1677,  when  her 
husband  remarried.  By  her  Sir  Peter  had  issue  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  an 
account  is  given  below.     After  her  death  he  married 

iii.  At  Edinburgh,  15  June  1677,  Elizabeth  Goldman,  relict  of  Robert  Chaplane 
(Ed.M.  7).     The  date  of  her  death  is  also  not  ascertained. 

Of  the  issue  of  the  second  of  these  marriages,13  the  sons  were, 

1.  John  Wedderburn,  afterwards  of  Gosford.     See  post,  p.  370. 

2.  Peter  "Wedderburn,  afterwards  Sir  Peter  Wedderburn-Halkett,  Baronet,  of 

Gosford  and  of  Pitfirraue,  who  succeeded  his  elder  brother,  John,  and  carried  on 
the  line  of  the  family.     See  post,  p.  374. 

3.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  father  of  Lord  Chesterhall,   and  grandfather  of  Lord 

Chancellor  Loughborough,  on  whose  death,  in  1805,  his  male  line  became  extinct. 
See  post,  chap.  iii. 

1  Sir  Peter  and  his  eldest  son,  John,  are  occasionally  mentioned  in  the  papers  of  the  Earl  of   Haddington. 

Thus,  1678  Sept.  4,  5,  "  young  Gosford  "  is  named  as  being  at  Tyninghane,  and  26  May  1679,  "  My 
Lord  Gosford  and  his  son  dyned."  (See  Memoirs  of  the  Earls  of  Haddington,  by  Sir  W.  Fraser,  1889, 
vol.  L,  pp.  225,  227,  240,  281). 

2  The  Lyon  College  in  Edinburgh  has  or  had  a  note  of  the  escutcheon  for  his  funeral  (H. C.R.  I.,  ii.). 

3  I  have  no  direct  record  of  his  will,  but  its  date  and  this  bequest  are  recorded  in  a  transaction  of  his  son 

Peter  in  1706  (see  post,  p.  375,  n.  2)  and  both  its  date  and  that  of  its  confirmation,  22  June  1682, 
are  given  in  a  decreet  in  an  action  by  his  son,  John,  as  his  executor,  v.  Sir  Charles  Erskine  of  Alva 
(R.A.D.  110). 

4  The  James  Gibson,  advocate,  who  is  a  witness  to  the  baptism  of  Christian  Gibson's  son,  may  probably  be 

her  father,  but  her  parentage  is  not  otherwise  evidenced. 

5  John  Dickson  of  Heartrie  was  appointed  a  lord  of  session  1  Nov.  1649.     His  parentage  is  given  in  a  birth- 

brief  (H.C.R.  I.,  ii.a),  the  accuracy  of  which,  however,  is  doubtful.  See  note  there.  Agnes  Dickson's 
two  elder  sons,  Johu  and  Peter,  are  named  as  mother's  kin  in  the  curatory  (1684)  of  Eupham,  daughter 
of  Sir  Robert  Murray  of  Priestfield  and  Dame  Jean  Dickson,  his  spouse.  (Old  Papers  in  Edinburgh 
City  Chambers,  Bundle  184.) 

6  Previous  histories  credit  him  with  the  three  elder  sons  and  the  youngest  daughter  only,  omitting  all 

mention  of  the  other  children,  who,  no  doubt,  died  young. 

2z 
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Part  iv.  Neither  of  these  sons  are  subsequently  men- 

Chap,  i. 


4 .  James  Wedderburn,  baptized  at 

Aberlady  25  Sept.  1663  (Ab.P.R. 
1).     Died  before  1  July  1670. 

5.  George  Wedderburn,    baptized  ^ 

at  Aberlady  12  Feb.  1665 
(Ab.P.R.  2).  Died  before  1  July 
1670. 


tioned,  and  that  both  died  in  infancy  is  clear 
from  the  fact  that  they  are  not  included  in 
the  exhaustive  entailing  charters  of  1  July 
1670—8  Dec.  1672  (G.S.R.  123-25;  A.P.S. 
49;  G.R.S.  37;  F.S.  58;  R.D.  194  g),  while 
in  the  pedigree  recorded  by  Lord  Lough- 
borough, 1782  (H.C.R.I.  i.),  he  names  his 
grandfather,  Alexander,  who  was  older  than 
these  two  sons,  as  the  youngest  {i.e.,  surviving) 
son  of  Sir  Peter. 

The  daughters  were, 

1.  Margaret  Wedderburn,  baptized  at  Edinburgh,  14  Jau.  1655  (Ed.B.  2).     Died 

young. 

2.  Susanna  Wedderburn,  baptized  at  Edinburgh,   27  Jan.   1656  (Ed.B.  3).     Died 

young. 

3.  Agnes  Wedderburn,  twin  with  Susanna  (ib.).     She  died  before  21  Nov.  1658, 

when  her  parents  gave  the  same  name  to  another  daughter. 

4.  Agnes  Wedderburn1  [1658—1715],  baptized  at  Edinburgh  21  Nov.  1658  (Ed.B. 

5).  She  married  at  Aberlady,  8  Sept.  1674,  David  Haliburton  of  Pitcur2  (A.P.R. 
17),  and  a  year  later  got  sasine,  following  on  her  marriage  contract,  of  a  charge  on 
the  lands  of  Haltoun  and  Newtyle  of  Kilpurnie  (G.R.S.  43).  There  are  other 
sasines  of  charges  made  in  her  favour  July  16S2  and  13  Feb.  1685  (G.R.S.  46; 
F.S.  70)  ;3  and  she  is  also  named  1  May  1685,  when  Pitcur  and  she  alienate  part  of 
Baldovie  (D.D.  74),  and  18  Oct.  1690,  the  date  of  a  bond  to  her  (R.D.  239). 
Pitcur  died  before  20  Feb.  1700,  as  she  is  then  spoken  of  as  his  relict  (D.C.  89; 
D  D.  89,  101).  After  his  death  she  is  also  named  in  a  decreet  on  a  summons  by 
her  v.  George  Haliburton  of  Edinburgh,  13  Feb.  1701  (R.A.D.  124),  and  in  a  bond 
to  her,  "Dowager  Lady  Pitcur,"  10  April  1705  (R.D.  276).4  She  died  in  1715, 
and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  Kettins  29  April  in  that  year.5  I  have  not 
ascertained  what  issue  she  had,  but  there  were  both  sons  and  daughters.  A 
daughter,  Margaret,  was  baptized  at  Kettins  14  Nov.  1681  {Kettins  Par.  Reg.) ; 
a  son  James,  then  of  Pitcur,  is  named  as  granting  a  discharge  to  his  uncle 
Sir  Peter  Wedderburn  in  1704  (R  D.  261);  and  "the  heirs  male  of  the  body  of 
the  late  Agnes  Wedderburn,  relict  of  David  Haliburton  of  Pitcur,"  are  substitutes 
in  the  entail  of  Gosford  in  1754  (G.S.R.  140). 

John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford6  [1657-88],  eldest  surviving  son  of  Sir  Peter,  Lord 
Gosford,  was  born  early  in  1657  and  baptized  at  Edinburgh  26  Feb.  in  that  year,  his  great 
uncle,  the  "  phisiciane,"  being  one  of  the  witnesses  (Ed.B.  4).  He  is  named  either  alone 
or  with  his  brothers,  Peter  and  Alexander,  in  the  various  charters,  entails,  etc.,  of  1670-72, 
which  have  been  already  dealt  with  in  the  account  of  his  father  (Bl.  81  :  G.S.R.  123-25, 
127  ;  A.P.S.  49  ;  G.R.S.  37,  39;  F.S.  58;  R.D.  194 g).7  It  is  he,  I  think,  who  matricu- 
lated at  S.  Andrew's  in  1671  (S.A.R.  31),  and  in  the  same  year,  13  June,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  freedom  of  Dundee  by  his  father's  privilege,  together  with  his  pedagogue, 
Mr.  Andrew  Anderson,  and  two  of  his  servants  "  (D.L.B.  57). 8 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— D.C.  89  ;  D.D.  74.  89,  101 ;  G.S.R.  140  ;  G.R.S.  43,  46  ;  F.S.  70  ;  R.D.  239, 

276,  R.A.D.  124  ;  Ed.B.  5  ;  Ab.P.R.  17  ;  Kettins  Par.  Reg. 
-  J.W.  says  that  he  was  the  friend  of  the  great  Claverhouse  and  one  of  those  who  helped  to  carry  him  into 

the  House  of  Orrat,  when  he  was  mortally  wounded  at  Killiecrankie  17  July  1689. 

3  Her  husband  is  erroneously  called  James  in  this  entry. 

4  See  also  Dundee  Bapt.  (orig.  record),  s.  1700  Sept.  7,  when  Anne  (sic)  Wedderburn,  dowager  of  Pitcur, 

witnesses  the  baptism  of  Anne,  daughter  of  John  Hallyburton. 

5  See  Kettins  Par.  Beg.  (orig.  record)  : — "  1715  April  29.     Corps  of  Dame  Agnes  Wedderburn,  Lady  Dowager 

of  Pitcur,  interred  in  church,  North  side  of  Pitcur's  desk." 

6  Synopsis  of  References  :— SW.  455,  460,  463-64,  471,  480,  482;  Bl.  10,  16  a,  81  ;  S.A.R.  31,  37  ;  D.L.B. 

57;  G.S.R.  123-25,  127,  140;  R.P.C.  69-70;  A.P.S.  49,  52-54;  R.H.  9-10,  15-16,  26;  G.R.S.  37, 
39,  47-51  ;  F.S.  58,  73  ;  R.D.  194  g,  200,  203-6,  208-13,  218-19,  222,  238,  243,  251,  261,  299,  391 
435  ;  R.A.D.  93,  102,   107-8,  110-13,  115  118,  122  ;  D.B.  22,  34,  36  ;  Ed.B.  4  ;  Ab.B.  3. 

7  See  also  decreet  in  action  of  his  father  and  him  re  Innerwick,  28  Feb.  1674  (R.A.D.  93). 

3  He  is  named  as  a  witness  to  the  baptism  of  Alexander,  afterwards  second  baronet  of  Blackness,  7  April 
1672  (D.B.  33),  as  well  as  later  to  those  of  John,  son  of  Peter  Wedderburn  and  Catharine  Man, 
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Pedigree  of  the  Wedderbums  of  Gosford,  afterwards  Halketts  of  Pitjirrane,  1616 — 1898. 
1.  Christian,  dau.  of  James  Gib-=j=Sir  Peter  Wedderburn,  Lord  Gosford,  third  son  of=3.    Elizabeth  Gold- 


Part  IV. 
Chap.  I. 


son  ;  in.  1649,  d.  circ.  1619-52. 


JanAs  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  199);  b.  1616,  d.  1679.  man,  relict  of  Rob- 

—     .  ert    Chaplaue,     m. 

2.   Agnes,  dau.  of  John  Dickson  of   Heartrie,  m.  1677  ;  s.p. 
1653,  d.  circ.  1670. 


James 
Wedder- 
burn, 
b.  1649, 
d.  inf. 


John 
Wedder- 
burn of 
Gosford, 
b.  1657, 
d.  1688. 


Sir  Peter= 
Wedderburn 
ofGosford,or 
Halkett  of 
Pitfirrane,  b. 
1659,d.l746, 
created  a  bar- 
onet 1697. 


:Janet,dau. 
of  Sir  Ch. 
Halkett  of 
Pitfirrane, 
Bart., 
m.  1691, 
d.  1713. 


Alexau-: 
der  Wed- 
derburn, 
b.   1660  ? 
d.  1730. 

See  post,  chap.  iii. 


:Mary, 
dau.  of 
James 
Daes. 


James  Wed- 
derburn, b. 
1663,  d.  inf. 

George  Wed- 
derburn, b. 
1665,  d.  inf. 


1.  Margaret,  b.  1655, 
d.  young. 

2.  Susannah  \b.l  656, 

3.  Agnes       J  d.  yug. 

4.  Agnes,  b.  1658,  d. 
1715,m.DavidHali- 
burton  of  Pitcur.-^ 


Sir  Peter 
Halkett, 
second 
baronet 
of  Gos- 
ford, 
b.  1695, 
d.  1755. 

I ' 

Sir  Peter 
Halkett, 
third  bar- 
onet,  d. 
unm.1779. 


1.  Eliza-= 
beth,  dau. 
of  Andrew 
Fletcher, 
Lord  Sal- 
toun, m. 
1758,  d. 
1758. 


Lady 
JEmilia 
Stewart, 
dau.  of 
Earl  of 
Moray, 
m.  1738, 
d.  1781. 


Francis 
Halkett, 
d.  unm. 
1760. 


Charles1 
Wedder- 
burn of 
Gosford, 
b.  1696, 
d.  1754. 


1 

James 
Halkett, 
d.  unm. 
1755. 


:Mary,     James 
dau.  of  Wedder- 


Sir 

Henry 
Ward- 
law  of 
Pit- 
reavie, 
Bart. 


Alexan-     John 
der  Wed-  Wedder- 
derburn     burn, 
of  S.Ger-  b.  1708, 
mains,  b.  d.  yng. 
1706,  d. 
1779,  m. 
Elizabeth, 
dau.  of 
Halibur-  i — i 


burn, 
b.  1699, 
d.  inf. 

James 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1705,  d. 
s.p.   circ.  ton  of        Halket  (a 
1754.  Pitcur, d.  dau.),   b. 

1787  s.p.    1744,  d. 
young. 

Rachel.b. 
1745,  d. 
unm. 


Robert=j=  Rachel, 
Wedder*     dau.  of 
burn,  b.     John 
1709,  d.      Thoni- 
1748.  son  of 

Charle- 

ton,  co. 

Fife,  d. 

1777. 


l.Janet.b.1700, 
m.  Robert  Col- 
vile  of  Ochil- 
tree. -^ 

2.  Agues,  b. 
1701,  d.  unm. 

3.  Christian,  b. 

— i '  1703,  m.  James 

Janet,=j=George   Carstairs-Bruce 

b.  1747,  |  Bruce,      d.  1741.-> 


m.1783, 
d.  1828. 


of 

Lang 

lees. 


4.  Elizabeth,  b. 
1704,  d.  yug. 

5.  Mary ,b.l 711, 
d.  young. 


Sir  John= 
Wedder- 
burnHal- 
kett  of 
Pitfir- 
rane, 4th 
baronet 
of  Gos- 
ford, b. 
1720.  d. 
1793. 


Elizabeth,  b.  1758, 
m.  1850  Marquis 
de  Lally  Tollendal. 


2.  Mary, 
dau.  of 
Hon. 
John 
Hamil- 
ton, d. 
1803. 


1.  Alice=j=Heury  Wedder- 


(?),m. 
1747? 


burn  of  Gosford, 
b.  1722,  d.  1777. 

2.  Mary,  dau.  of 
John  Belsches, 
of  Inuermay,  m. 
1768,  d.  1771  s.p. 


=3.  Alice 
Tetley, 
m.1773, 
d.  1806. 


T 


Peter  Wedder- 
burn, b.  1722, 
d.  unm. 

James  Wedder- 
burn, b.  1725, 
d.  unm. 

Charles  Wed- 
derburn,d. unm. 


James 
Wedder- 
burn, d. 
1751  inf. 


Charles 
Wedder- 
burn, d. 
1755. 


— I — I 
Mary,  d.  1775. 


l.Marv,b.     2.  Jaunetta, 
1748*  m       d.  1753. 
Sir  John  Elizabeth,b.l776,m. 

Cumming.  3.  Elizabeth  Capt.  James  Murray 
d.  1766.        and  d.s.p.  1806-14. 


1.  Elizabeth,  b. 
1724,  d.  unm. 

2.  Janet,  b.  1726, 
m.  John  Erskiue 
of  Balgonie, d.s.p. 

3.  Charlotte,  b. 
1728,  d.  unm. 

4.Mary,b.l729,m 
Charles  Stewart 
of  Annefield.-^ 


1730, 


I 

Sir  Char- 
les Hal- 
kett, 5th 
baronet 
of  Gos- 
ford. 
b.  1764, 
d.  1837 
unm. 


Sir  Peter=pEliza- 


Halkett, 
6th  bar- 
onet of 
Gosford, 
b.  1765, 
d.  1839. 


beth, 
dau.  of 
William 
Todd, 
ni.1802, 
d.  1814. 


John  Halkett,  b. 
176S,  d.  1852. 

See  post,  chap.  ii. 

Henry   Halkett, 
b.  1770-71,  d. 
1818  unm. 


Sir  Alexander 
Halkett.G.C.H., 
b.  1776,  d.  1851. 

See  post,  chap.  ii. 

ThomasHalkett, 
b.  1778  ?d.  1801 
unm. 


Sir  .John  Hal- 
kett, 7th  bar- 
onet, b.  1805, 
d.  1S47. 


= Amelia  Hood,  Jane   Margaret, 

dau.    of  Gen.  b.  1806,  d.  1857, 

Conway,  m.  m.    Captain    K. 

1831,  d.  1880.  K.  Hill.-> 


Mary  Emily  Eliza- 
beth, b.  1811,  d. 
1888,  m.  1839 
R.  H.  S.  Jackson.-^ 


1 — I — 1 — i 

1.  Margaret,    b. 
1763,  d.  1846 
unm. 

2.  Mary,  b.  1767, 
d.  1785  unm. 

3.  Janet,  b.  1769, 
d.  1785  unm. 

4.Amelia,b.l770- 
71,  d.  1787  unm. 


5.  Ann,  b. 
d.  unm. 


— rji 

5.   Katharine,    b. 
1773,d.l789unm. 


Sir  Peter  Halkett,  =f=Eliza  Ann,  dau. 
8th  baronet  of  Gos-  of  Capt.  R.  K. 
ford,  b.  1834.  |  Hill,  m.  1856. 


George  Hal- 
kett. b.  1839, 
d.  1858. 


Wedderburn 
Halkett,  b. 
1844,d.l853. 


Amelia. 


Wedderburn  Cou-=f  Jessie  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Col.     Adelaide      Helen  Katherine 

way     Halkett,     b.  I  Lempriere,  m.  1881.  Frances.      Margaret.  Margaret, 

1857,  d.  1SS5.  b.  1861, 

Arthur  Wedderburn  Halkett,  b.  1882,  d.  1886.  d.  1867. 


6.  Sholto  Char- 
lotte, b.  1774,  d. 
1853;  m.  (a)  1800, 
(Sir)  James  Prin- 
gle,  and  had  issue 
three  daus.  ;  (b) 
1818,  Stewart 
Boone  Inglis  s.p. 

7.  Helen,  b.  1777, 
d.  unm.  1867. 

1 

Katherine, 
b.   1832, 
d.  1843. 


— 1 

Mabel. 


Madeline. 
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Part  iv.  He  took  part  very  early  in  public  affairs,  being  made  a  privy  councillor  before  he  was 

Chap.  i.  twenty  years  of  age,1  and  also  a  member  of  parliament.  He,  "  younger  of  Gosford,"  is 
named  as  a  commissioner  of  supply  26  June  1678  (A.F.S.  52),  and,  though  in  1681  his 
commission  for  Haddington  was  rejected  (ib.  53),  he  was  member  in  1685  and  was  again  on 
a  committee  of  supply  13  May  in  that  year  (ib.  54).  In  the  same  year,  9  Sept.,  Major 
Wedderburn  of  Gosford  is  ordered  to  enquire  as  to  the  conventicles  in  his  district  (Wodrow's 
Hist,  of  the  Church,  ed.  Burns  1829,  iv.,  211). 

Meanwhile,  on  his  father's  death  he  was  retoured  heir  to  him  in  his  various  lands, 
8  April  1680,  and  got  sasine  thereon  20  May  (Bl.  81;  R.H.  9,  15).  He  was  also  his 
executor,  and  there  are  several  references  to  transactions  of  his  in  that  capacity,  as  well 
as  to  his  own  dealings  with  the  property  to  which  he  had  succeeded.2  There  are  also 
numerous  references  to  bonds  to  and  by  him,  e.g.,  1680  June  1,  Aug.  24  (R.D.  200, 
203  note) ;  1681,  Aug.  20,  24,  a  bond  to  him  by  his  cousins  of  Easter  Powrie  and 
Kingennie  for  5,000  merks,  on  which  interest  was  continually  paid  up  to  30  Nov.  1687, 
after  which  the  principal  must  have  been  discharged  (ante,  p.  159  ;  S.W.  455,  460,  471, 
480,  482);  1682,  Jan.  11,  bonds  by  and  to  him  (R.D.  205  a  b);  March  7,  bond  by 
George  Wedderburn  to  him  for  3,000  merks  (ante,  p.  219,  R.D.  222);  and  1684,  July  4, 
1685,  Feb.  14,  bonds  to  him  by  Nisbet  of  Dirleton  and  Carnegie  of  Pitarrow  (ib. 
209,  213). 

His  profession  was  that  of  arms,  and  in  it  he  saw  service  both  in  his  own  country  and 
abroad.  There  is  in  the  Pitfirrane  charter  chest,  an  agreement  by  him  to  furnish  the 
King  of  Denmark  with  a  Scottish  regiment  "  consisting  of  twelve  companies  of  one  hundred 
men  each,  exclusive  of  officers  and  other  necessary  attendants,  to  serve  only  while  peace 
subsisted  "  between  England  and  Denmark.  "  The  daily  pay  of  each  person  is  specified. 
The  Colonel's  was  £1.  13.  4.,  the  captain's  lis.  Sd.,  the  private  man's  10d.,  and  the  other 
intermediate  ranks  in  proportion.  The  Danish  Embassador  at  London  was  to  advance  five 
pounds  as  the  enlisting  money  of  each  man  and  twelve  days'  pay  to  each  officer  and  soldier 
on  his  embarkation"  (Bl.  81).  The  date  of  this  agreement  is  not  given  in  the  document 
(ib.)  from  which  I  quote  it,  but  it  may  have  been  for  this  service  that  Gosford  ordered  a 
"  saddle  of  velvet  embroidered  with  gold  and  silver  lace  and  fringes  to  the  value  of  £30 
sterling  "  for  which  he  was  charged  £237.  18.  4.  (scots),  a  charge  which  he  disputed  before 
the  Lords,  who  thought  £10  stg.  a  sufficient  sum  10  March  1682  (R.A.D.  107).  He  went 
abroad  early  in  1683  when,  6  Jan.,  he  granted  a  factory  to  his  brother  (R  D.  204,  206). 
Another  such  factory  to  Blackness  and  George  Wedderburn  to  receive  the  redemption 
price  of  Thornetoun  and  Innerwick  from  Sir  John  Nisbet  of  Dirleton  is  dated  26  May  1685 
(ib.  210),  after  which  he  was  certainly  back  in  Scotland,  as  there  is  an  order,  11  Sept.,  by 
which  "  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council,  understanding  that  the  troop  of  horse  under 
Major  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford  are  conveniently  posted  in  Lanarkshire,  continue  them 
there  "  (R.P.C.  69).  Soon  after  this  he  attained  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Dragoons, 
a  regiment  of  six  troops  of  fifty  men  each  commanded  by  Lord  Charles  Murray,  which  is 
named  in  a  "list  of  his  majesty's  forces  in  Scotland,  1685  "  (Hist.  MSS.  Comm.  1885,  p. 
136,  Drummond-Moray  papers),  but,  on  3  June  1686,  for  a  reason  which  is  not  given, 

7  Feb.  1681,  and  John  of  Blackness  and  Rachel  Dunmuir,  10-11  Oct.  1682  (Bl.  10  ;  D.B.  34,  36).  He 
was  also  a  signatory  to  the  marriage  contract  of  Helen  Wedderburn  and  Thomas  Miln  of  Muirtoun, 
20  Feb.  1679  (Bl.  16  a),  and  was  one  of  the  curators  to  John  Dickson  of  Heartrie  8  June  1681 
(R.A.D.  102). 

1  See  Bl.  81  ;  Foster's  Members  of  Parliament  for  Scotland,  p.  354  ;  and  Millar's  Roll  of  Eminent  Burgesses 
of  Dundee,  j>.  163.  He  continued  on  the  Council  till  1686.  See  Fountainhall's  Diary,  p.  176,  where 
reference  is  made  to  two  letters  from  the  King  read  at  the  Privy  Council,  3  June  1686,  as  to 
Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  "  one  for  putting  him  off  the  Council,  and  the  other  taking  away  his  place 
as  Lieut.-Col.  to  the  Dragoons."      See  above,  pp.  372-73. 

3  Thus,  1682  Aug.  7,  he  grants  bonds  re  the  coal  and  saltpans  of  Innerwick  (R.D.  211  ab),  and  makes  a 
disposition  of  Innerwick  and  Thornetoun  (ib.  212)  ;  Nov.  17,  he  again  deals  with  these  lands  (ib.  208)  ; 
1684,  litigation  re  the  coal  of  Innerwick  (S.W.  463-64);  Feb.  2,  March  22,  29,  decreets  in  actions  by  or 
against  him  as  executor  (K.A.D.  10S,  110-11) ;  1685  Jan.  3,  Feb.  18,  decree  v.  him  as  executor,  in  which 
he  is  wrongly  described  Sir  John  (ib.  112-13) ;  March  13,  April  3,  disposition  by  him  as  heir  of  his 
father  (R.D.  243)  ;  March  25,  action  by  him  re  Innerwick  and  Thornetoun  (R.A.D.  115)  ;  May  26, 
discharge  to  him  (RD.  299)  ;  1685  Sept.,  named  (G.R.S.  47)  ;  Nov.,  renunciation  by  him  to  Sir 
John  Nisbet  of  Dirleton  of  an  annual-rent  of  50,000  merks  out  of  Thornetoun  and  Innerwick 
(G.R.S.  48);  1686  June  17,  obligation  by  him  (R.D.  251)  ;  sasine  to  him  of  an  annual-rent  out  of 
Pitcur  (G.R.S.  49)  ;  1686  July,  another  renunciation  by  him  of  an  annual  rent  held  by  him  (R.D. 
391);  renunciation  of  a  12,000  merks  charge  on  Thornetoun  and  Innerwick  (G.R.S.  50);  1687,  action  v. 
him  (R.A.D.  118).  See  also  R.D.  391  for  a  reference  in  later  years  (1754)  to  an  annual  rent  held  by  him. 
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was  removed  from  this  post  by  the  privy  council,  pursuant  to  a  letter  of  the  King,  dated  Partiv. 
22  May  in  that  year  (R.P.C.  70).1    [  .  Ghap-  L 

Early  in  1688  he  again  went  abroad,  and  before  doing  so,  on  Feb.  14,  both  made  a 
will  (see  below)  and  granted  a  factory  to  his  youngest  toother,  Alexander,  to  manage  his 
affairs  during  his  absence,2  with  consent  of  various  persons  including  his  cousin,  Blackness 
(RD.  218).  This  journey  was  his  last,  for  he  was  drowned  in  shipwreck  off  Calais,  26 
May  1688,3  presumably  when  on  his  way  home.  There  is  a  portrait  at  Pitfirrane  of  a 
Wedderburn  of  Gosford  by  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller,  dated  1688,  which  is.  I  make  no  doubt, 
his  portrait.  A  facsimile  of  his  signature  as  witness  to  the  marriage  contract  of  his  cousin, 
Helen  Wedderburn  (Bl.  16  a)  faces  p.  97  of  vol.  ii. 

His  will  (14  Feb.)  is  quoted  from  the  original  in  the  Pitfirrane  charter  chest  in  the 
document  (Bl.  81)  already  more  than  once  referred  to.  It  is  partly  as  follows  :—"  I,  John 
AVedderburne  of  Gosfoord,  being  now,  God  willing,  to  goe  out  of  this  kingdome  and 
resolving  to  make  my  later  will  and  testament  recomend  my  soul  and  bodie  to  ye  good  and 
merciful  God  and  my  memorie  to  ye  affection  of  my  kind  friends  and  I  do  nominate  my 
weel  beloved  broyr  Peter  Wedderburne  and  failzeing  him  my  third  broyr  Alexander 
Wedderburne,  my  only  executore,  and  I  nominate  my  said  executore  also  tutore  to  David 
Wedderburn,  my  natural  son."  Then  follows  a  bequest  of  a  thousand  merks  to  the  poor 
"  among  the  widows  and  orphans  and  decayed  tennants  of  my  awine  lands." 

I  have  not  ascertained  where  this  will  was  confirmed.  It  would  seem  to  have  been 
at  either  Edinburgh  or  Dunkeld,  as  in  Fountainhall's  Diary,  p.  264,  it  is  recorded, 
21  July  1688,  that  "  Wedderburn  of  Gifford  (sic)  being  drowned  at  Calice,  it  was  doubted 
where  his  testament  ought  to  be  confirmed,  whether  at  Edinburgh4  or  Dunkeld  since  at 
the  last  diocese  his  lands  and  the  haill  paroch  of  Aberladie  lyes."  His  brother,  Peter,  was 
his  executor,  and  was  also  retoured  heir  to  him  in  Oct.  1888.     (See  post,  p.  374.) 

His  body  was  apparently  recovered,  as  he  is  stated  (Bl.  81  )5  to  have  been  "  buried  in 
his  parish  church  at  Aberlady  on  the  9th  of  July  thereafter,  at  which  mournful  occasion 
a  pathetic  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  the  parish  minister  from  the  words,  '  For  here 
we  have  no  continuing  city,  but  we  seek  one  to  come,'  in  which  his  character  is  thus 
summed  up,  '  In  his  death  the  King  has  lost  a  most  faithfull  and  most  usefull  subject,  his 
country  an  eminent  patriot,  his  relations  their  great  glory,  his  parish  and  minister  their 
tutelar,  the  poor  their  father,  and  all  of  us  our  best  friend.' "  The  following  inscription 
{continues  Bl.  81)  was  engraved  on  his  monument6 : — 

In  Joatmem  Wedderburnem  Gosfordii  Dominum, 
Qui  naufragio  periit  prope  Kttus  Calelense 

xxvi  Maij  A.D.  MDCLXXXVIII. 
Ocoidit  heu  mnltis  quam  multis  flebilis  at  qui 
Flebilior  nulli  quam  mihi  (vje)  misero 
Vir  Civisque  bonus  rigidi  Sectator  honesti 
Grande  decns  Patriae  Lux  Columenqne  sua; 
Omnigena  Virtute  micans  Ars  quam  dooet  aufc  Mars 
Fautorem  deflent  Arsque  Mavorsque  suuin. 

[His  son,  David  Wedderburn  [1679—1750  ?],  was  baptized  at  Aberlady  22  June  1679 
(Ab.P.R.  3).  He  is,  I  think,  the  person  of  his  name  who  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's 
in  1693  (S.A.R.  73  and  see  ante,  p.  235,  n.  4),  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  is  the 
"Captain  David  Wedderburn"  named  as  admitted  in  1718  as  a  member  of  the 
"  Ancient  Society  of  Gardeners  in  and  about  Dunfermline."7     Beyond  this,  I  have  no 

1  See  also  Fountainhall's  Diary,  ii.,  172,  where,  1686  May  14,  "  it  was  reported  that  General  Druinrnond 

was  to  command  6ueh  members  of  Parliament  as  were  officers  in  the  armie,  such  as  Man,  Wedder- 
burn of  Gosford,"  &c. 

2  He  also  at  this  time  renounced  to  Sir  John  Nisbet  of  Dirleton  yet  another  (see  ante,  p.  372,  note  2)  annual 

rent  of  6,000  merks  on  Thornetoun  and  Innerwick  (G.  R..S.  51). 

3  See  Bl.  81.     Mr.  Millar  in  his  Burgesses  of  Dundee  mis-states  the  year  as  "  1678,  during  his  father's  life." 

4  This  would  be  the  place,  a6  a  rule,  for  Scotsmen  dying  abroad.     See  Fountainhall's   Decisions,  ii.,  513, 

"  1688  June  21.  It  was  agitated  where  Wedderburn  of  Gosford's  testament  should  be  confirmed  ; 
whether  at  Edinburgh  as  the  communis  patria  of  all  Scotsmen  ctying  abroad,  he  being  drowned  at 
Calais,  or  at  Dunkeld,  within  which  diocese  his  lands  and  the  haill  parish  of  Aberlady  lie." 

5  Citing  copy  in  Pitfirrane  charter  chest. 

6  This  monument  is  no  ionger  discoverable,  see  ante,  p.  369. 

7  See  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Laws  of  the  Ancient  Society  of  Gardeners  in  and  about  Dunferndine"  (Dun- 

fermline: Printed  by  W.  Clark  &  Son,  Journal  Office,  1885,  pp.  40).  This  Society  seems  to  have 
been  at  once  an  agricultural  and  friendly  association,  presided  over  by  a  chancellor.  The  pamphlet 
contains  a  list  of  members  including  (1)  1718,  Capt.  David  Wedderburn,  who  must,  I  think,  be  the 
abovenamed  David,  as  there  is  no  other  member  of  the  family  of  that  name  at  this  date  ;  (2)  1718, 
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Part  iv.  clear  account  of  him.     The  Pitfirrane  papers  in  all  probability  would  clear  up  the 

ap    '  matter,   but  I  have  not,  as  1  have  said,  had  access  to  them.     It  is  possible  to 

speculate  as  to  his  identity  with  a  contemporary  of  his  name,  but  nothing  certain 
can  be  at  present  stated.     Perhaps  he  went  abroad  ] 

Having  never  married,  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford  was  thus  succeeded  by  his 
immediate  younger  brother, 

Sir  Peter  Wedderburn1  afterwards  Halkett  [1659-1746],  second  son  of  Sir  Peter 
Wedderburn,  Lord  Gosford,  and  Agues  Dickson,  and  afterwards  first  baronet  of  Gosford, 
was  born  1659-60,2  and  is,  of  course,  named  with  his  elder  and  younger  brother  in  the 
different  entails  by  his  father  1670-71,  to  which  reference  has  been  made  in  the  account  of 
Lord  Gosford  (Bl.  81  ;  G.S.R.  123  25  ;  A.P.S.  49;  G.R.S.  37,  127  ;  F.S.  58;  R.D.  19ig). 
He  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1675  (S.A.R.  33),  and  on  July  20  ,of  that  year  was 
admitted  with  his  brother,  Alexander,  to  the  freedom  of  Dundee  (D.L.B.  59).  After  this 
the  only  references  to  him  for  some  years  are  as  witness  on  various  occasions,'5  his  signature 
on  two  of  which,  1677  Dec.  22,  and  1679  Feb.  20,  are  given  in  facsimile  opp.  pp.  56  and 
97  of  vol.  ii.  (S.W.  432  ;  Bl.  16  a).4  In  1683  there  are  two  factories,  6  Jan.  and  16  Aug., 
to  him  by  his  brother,  John,  to  help  in  the  management  of  his  affairs  in  his  absence  (R.D. 
204,  205),  but  later  his  own  duties  in  the  army  prevented  his  so  acting.  He  entered  the 
army  as  second  lieutenant  in  Captain  Ogilvie's  company  in  the  Earl  of  Dumbarton's  regi- 
ment, 26  March  1686  (Bl.  81)  and,  13  April  1687,  granted  a  factory  to  his  brother, 
Alexander,  to  manage  his  affairs  while  he  was  absent  in  England  with  his  regiment  (R.D. 
219).  I  do  not  know  how  long  he  continued  in  the  army  after  the  death  of  his  elder 
brother,  but  that  he  did  so  for  a  time  is  clear  from  his  getting  his  commission  as 
captain  of  grenadiers  in  the  same  regiment,  20  Sept.  1688  (Bl.  81),  owing  to  which,  no 
doubt,  he  at  once,  28  Sept.,  granted  factories  to  his  brother,  Alexander,  to  manage  his 
affairs,  and  to  his  chamberlain  to  uplift  his  rents  (R.D.  224,  225). 

He  was  served  heir  to  his  father,  Sir  Peter,  and  to  his  brother  John,  both  generally 
and  specially,  in  various  lands,  11-21  Oct.  1688  (Bl.  81  ;  R.H.  10,  16-17,  25-26),5  and  must, 
I  think,  have  left  the  army  within  a  year  or  two,  as  from  1690  on  his  name  occurs  in  civil 
matters,  e.g.,  as  a  member  of  the  Scottish  parliament.  Thus,  7  June  1690,  he  is  named 
as  a  commissioner  of  supply  (A.P.S.  57),6  and,  10  Dec.  1692,  he  was  chosen  chancellor  of 
assize  on  the  trial,  for  manslaughter,  of  Captain  John  Wallace.7  In  1697,  by  patent  dated 
at  Kensington  31  Dec,  he  was  created  a  baronet8  of  Nova  Scotia  by  William  of  Orange, 

Capt.  Peter  Halket  (who  is,  of  course,  the  eldest  son  of  the  first  baronet  of  Gosford)  ;  (3)  1719, 
Captain  Charles  Wedderburn  (afterwards  of  Gosford,  post,  p.  381)  ;  (4)  1719,  Sir  Peter  Halket 
of  Pitfirrane  (i.e.,  the  first  baronet  of  Gosford)  ;  (5)  1724,  Mr.  Peter  Wedderburn,  advocate  (after- 
wards Lord  Chesterhall,  post,  chap,  iii.);  (6)  1731,  Captain  Peter  Halket,  chancellor  (identical  with 
(2)  admitted  in  1718)  ;  and  (7)  Robert  Wedderburn,  merchant  in  Dunfermline  (post,  p.  377). 

1  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  432  ;  Bl.  16  a,  81  ;  S.AR.  33;  D.L.B.  59;  D.Dec.  31  ;  G.S.R.  123-25, 
127,  130,  139-40,  145  ;  A.P.S.  49,  57,  60,  61  ;  R.H.  10,  16,  17.  25-26,  34  ;  G.R.S.  37,  43,  52,  53,  58, 
60  ;  F.S.  58,  73  ;  R.D.  181.  194  a,  204,  206,  219,  224-25,  23S,  250,  261,  273,  311  ab,  351,  358,  360, 
363  a,  372,  375,  391, .435,  455  ;  R.A.D.  120,  122,  168,  171  ;  D.B.  25,  57  ;  Ab.P.R.  1  n.  1  c-k,  4-15, 
18  n.     See  also  Dunfermline  Parish  Register,  orig.  record,  and  the  preceding  note. 

'  The  exact  year  of  his  birth  is  not  quite  fixed.  The  Scots'  Magazine  for  1746  (p.  150)  has  an  entry  of  his 
death,  "  20  March.  At  Pitfirraue,  aged  87,  Sir  Peter  Halket-Wedderburn  of  Pitfirren  and  Gosford." 
This  is  a  contemporary  record  and  is  therefore  more  likely  to  be  correct  than  the  Pitfirrane  tablet  in 
Dunfermline  Abbey  (post,  p.  391)  which  says  that  he  "  died  1745,  aged  85."  The  eutry  of  his  death 
in  the  Dunfermline  Parish  Register  (orig.  record),  however,  differs  by  a  day  as  it  says  "  Sir  Peter 
Halkett  of  Pitfirrane,  Bart,  died  21  March  1746." 

3  e.g.,  1674  Oct.  8,  to  the  sasine  in  favour  of  his  sister  Agnes  on  her  marriage  (G  R.S.  43)  ;   1675  Sept.  2, 

to  the  baptism  at  Dundee  of  Peter,  son  of  his  cousin,  John  of  Wackuess  (D.B.  25),  and  Sept.  26,  to  a 
baptism  at  Aberlady  (Ab.P.R.  Id.  1  A). 

4  It  is  probable  that  he  was  also  educated,  together  with  his  brother  Alexander,  at  Leydeu,  as  there  are  a 

Peter  and  Alexander,  both  designed  "Scotus,"  entered  there  20  March  1680.  (See  Index  of  English- 
speaking  Students  at  Leyden,  already  cited,  ante,  p.  249,  n.  3). 

5  See  also  a  sasine  to  him  of  an  annual-rent  out  of   Pitcur  on  precept  of  clare  constat  as  heir  to  John, 

(F.S.  73);  a  decreet  on  a  bill  by  hiui  re  a  bond  of  John,  31  Jan.  1696  (R.A.D.  122)  ;  a  discharge  by 

him  as  John's  heir  and  executor  to  Viscount  Storraonth,  18  May  1697  (R.D.  238)  ;  and  another  by 

James  Halyburton  of  Pitcur  to  him  as  John's  heir,  of  a  1686  bond  (R.D.  261). 
"  Meanwhile  he  is  named,  Nov.  168S,  in  a  renunciation  to  one  of  his  servitors  (G.R.S.  52),  and,  April  1690, 

in  a  sasine  to  himself  of  an  annual-rent  (ib.  53).     See  also  21  July  1691,  when  there  is  an  action  v. 

him  and  Nisbet  of  Dirleton  re  the  writs  of  Dunglas  (K.A.D.  120). 
7  See  History  of  the  Chapel  Royal  of  Scotland,  by  the  Rev.  C.  Rogers,  Edin.,  Grampian  Club  1882,  pp.  113-14. 
s  J.W.  has  erroneously  given  the  remaiuder  as  to  "  heirs  male,"  in  which  case  an  interesting  result  would 

have  followed,  viz  ,  that  the  present  baronet  of  Blackness  and  Balindean  would  have  been  also  heir 

presumptive  to  the  baronetcy  of  Gosford. 
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with  remainder  to  the  heirs  male  of  his  body  (Bl.  81  ;  G.S.R.  130).  He  is  again  Part  iv. 
mentioned  in  the  "Acts  of  the  Parliaments,"  24  May  1703,  when  called  as  a  witness  re  ctlaP'  *• 
the  Haddington  election  (A.P.S.  60),  and  5  Aug.  1704  as  a  commissioner  of  supply  (ib.  6 1).1 

In  1706,  March  14,  he  carried  out  the  spirit  of  the  bequests  of  his  father  and  his 
brother,  .1  ohn,  to  the  parish  and  poor  of  Aberlady,  by  a  disposition,  subsequently  registered 
at  Haddington  in  1771,  under  which  he,  after  reciting  their  wills,  bound  himself  to  pay 
the  interest  of  600  rnerks  to  the  poor  of  the  parish,  and  that  of  1,000  merits  to  the 
widows,  orphans,  and  decayed  tenants  of  Gosford.2 

I  shall  deal  below  with  his  marriage  and  the  settlements  of  his  and  his  wife's  estates 
which  followed  on  it,  apart  from  which  there  are  few  references  to  him  during  the  long 
period  of  1706-46.3  He  is  described  by  Douglas  in  his  Baronage  as  a  "  well-accomplished 
gentleman,"  on  what  special  grounds  does  not  appear.  His  portrait  and  that  of  his  wife 
are  at  Pitfirrane,  and  there  is  another  portrait  of  him,  by  Kneller,  in  the  possession  of  the 
descendants  of  his  daughter,  Christian  (see  below),  as  well  as  one  by  Allan  Ramsay  in 
that  of  his  descendant,  Colonel  Jackson  (post,  p.  390). 

1  Mr.  Joseph  Foster,  in  his  Members  of  Parliament  for  Scotland,  says  he  sat  for  Dunfermline  1705-8,  and 

Mr.  Millar,  in  his  Roll  of  Eminent  Burgesses,  also  says  he  sat  for  Dunfermline  in  the  last  Scottish 
Parliament,  1707-8. 

2  This  disposition  is  as  follows  : — "At  Haddington  1st  August  1771  Compeared  John  Craw  procurator  and 

gave  in  the  obligation  underwritten  whereof  the  tenor  follows  viz  :  Be  it  known  to  all  men  by  these 
presents  me  Sir  Peter  Halket  of  Pitfirran  alias  Wedderburn  of  Gosfoord,  Forasmuch  as  the  deceast 
Sir  Peter  Wedderburn  of  Gosfoord  one  of  the  senators  of  the  College  of  Justice  my  father  by  his 
later  will  dated  the  fifth  day  of  October  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy  four  years  did 
nominate  the  deceast  John  Wedderburn  his  eldest  son  his  sole  executor  and  universall  legator  to  his 
whole  moveable  estate,  and  in  the  said  later  will  did  leave  in  legacy  the  sum  of  600  merks  scots  to  be 
bestowed  on  two  silver  cups  for  the  communion  to  the  parochine  of  Aberlady,  as  also  the  said 
deceased  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosfoord  my  brother  by  his  later  will  dated  the  fourteenth  day  of 
February  sixteen  hundred  and  eighty  eight  did  nominate  me  to  be  his  only  executor  and  universall 
legator  and  intromitter  with  his  goods  gear  debts  sums  of  money  and  movable  estates  and  did  therein 
will  and  ordain  me  to  give  out  aud  secure  upon  bond  the  sum  of  one  thousand  merks  scots  whereof 
the  annual-rent  to  be  payable  from  time  to  time  to  the  widows  and  orphans  and  decayed  tenants  of 
his  own  lands  in  the  parish  of  Aberlady  and  if  the  poor  in  the  lands  did  not  exhaust  the  rent  thereof 
that  the  superplus  should  be  applyed  from  time  to  time  for  the  relief  of  the  other  poor  in  that  parish 
and  seeing  the  church  of  Aberlady  was  other  ways  provided  with  communion  cups  than  by  the  fore- 
said six  hundred  merks  left  by  my  father  for  that  end  and  that  hitherto  my  deceast  brother  and  I 
have  paid  the  annual-rent  thereof  yearly  to  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  and  that  I  since  my  brother's 
death  have  also  paid  the  yearly  annual-rent  of  the  foresaid  other  sum  of  1000  merks  to  the  poor  of 
the  said  parish  of  Aberlady  and  am  willing  and  consent  to  grant  the  obligation  aftermentioned  for 
a  further  security  of  the  yearly  annual-rents  of  the  said  two  sums  in  the  terrnes  after  expresst. 
Therefore  witt  ye  me  to  be  bound  and  obliged  as  I  by  this  presents  bind  aud  oblige  me  my  heira 
and  successors  whatsoever  to  the  minister  and  kirk-session  of  Aberlady  for  the  time  and  their 
successors  foresaid  That  I  shall  make  yearly  payment  to  them  of  the  ordinary  annual-rent  of  the 
said  sum  of  600  merks  providing  the  samen  be  applyed  and  given  by  them  for  the  relief  and  use  of 
such  of  the  poor  in  the  parish  of  Aberlady  as  I  and  my  successors  shall  appoint,  as  also  that  I  shall 
make  yearly  payment  of  the  ordiuary  annual-rent  of  the  said  other  sum  of  1000  merks  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  and  decayed  tenants  of  my  own  lands  in  the  parish  of  Aberlady  and  if  the  poor  in  these 
lands  do  not  exhaust  the  yearly  annual-rent  thereof  that  the  superplus  of  the  samen  shall  be  applyed 
from  time  to  time  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  the  parish  of  Aberlady  beginning  the  first  year's  pay- 
ment of  the  annual-rent  of  the  foresaid  two  sums  this  instant  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
six  and  so  f  urth  yearly  in  all  time  hereafter  and  that  under  the  peualty  of  ten  pound  scots  of  liquidate 
expence  for  each  year's  faillie  and  attour  performance  consenting  thir  presents  be  insert  and  registered 
in  any  Judge's  books  competent  that  letters  of  horning  on  six  days  and  others  needfull  may  pass 
hereupon  and  constitute  John  Craw  my  procurator  etc.  In  witness  whereof  thir  presents  are  written 
by  William  Brown  writer  in  Edinburgh  and  subscribed  with  my  hand  at  Edinburgh  the  fourteenth 
day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  six  years  before  these  witnesses  : — Geo  :  Gibson, 
servant  to  the  said  William  Brown,  and  David  Ramage  my  servant.  Pet.  Halket  (signed)  David 
Ramage  witness,  Geo  :  Gibson  witness''  (Records  of  the  Sheriff  Court  of  Haddington  :  Register  of 
Deeds  and  Protests,  1763-72,  p.  2012).     See  also  Bl.  81). 

J.W.  in  his  MS.  erroneously  says  that  Lord  Gosford  left  1600  merks  to  the  parish  of  Aberlady 
to  be  distributed  among  backgone  tenants  and  others  on  the  lands  of  Gosford,  and  adds  that  this  was 
"  within  these  few  years  the  only  mortifyed  money  then  belonging  to  the  parish  or  applicable  to  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  independent  of  that  afforded  by  the  kirk-session.  This  charity  of  the  Gosford 
family  to  the  poor  of  Aberlady  is  referred  to  in  the  parish  register  1757-82  (Ab.P.R.  18  n). 
3  For  these  and  other  slight  references  to  bim  see  1696  Oct.  19,  curatory  raised  by  Robert  and  John,  sons 
of  James  Wedderburn,  clerk  of  Dundee,  v.  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  Peter  Wedderburn  of 
Gosford  and  others  (D.Dec.  31)  ;  1698  Sept.  23,  1699  Dec.  4,  14,  1706  March,  witnesses  baptisms  at 
Aberlady  (Ab.P.R.  1  n.  1)  ;  1701  June  18,  consents  to  a  factory  by  his  brother,  Alexander,  to  his 
wife,  Mary  Daes  (R.D  250)  ;  1705  Jan.  17,  contract  by  him  for  the  sale  of  the  crops  of  Gosford 
(ib.  273)  ;  1706  June  28,  witness  to  the  baptism  at  Dundee  of  Peter,  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn 
and  Grissell  Watson  (ante,  p.  228  ;  B.D.  57)  ;  1726  Dec,  protested  bill  due  by  Ramsay  and  Begbie 
to  Sir  Peter  Halket  of  Gosford  (Reg.  Deeds,  Sheriff  Court,  Haddington  s.d.). 
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Part  IV.  He  died  at  Pitfirrane,  20-21  March  1746  (ante,  p.    374,   n.   2),   and  was  buried  in 

Chap.  .  DUrjfermime  Abbey  (post,  p.  391).     After  his  death  he  is  often  named  in  connection  with 

the  entail  of  his  estates,  which  gave  rise,  as  we  shall  see,  to  a  prolonged  litigation. 

He  had  married  -in  about  1694  Janet  Halkett,  eldest  daughter  to  Sir  Charles 
Halkett  of  Pitfirrane,  baronet,  and  sister  to  Sir  James  Halkett,  on  whose  death  s.p.  in 
1705,  she  succeeded  to  Pitfirrane,1  being  served  heiress  to  both  her  father  and  her 
brother,  26  June  and  14  Aug.  {Dec.  Inch  Ret.  1700-10),  and  obtaining  sasine  of  the  estate 
27  Oct.  in  that  year,  and  29  Oct.  1706  (G.R  S.  58,  60).  In  consequence  of  her  succession 
her  husband  assumed  the  name  of  Halkett,  while  he  and  she  both  executed  elaborate 
entails  of  Gosford  and  Pitfirrane,  both  dated  9  Sept.  1706  (Bl.  81),  by  which  Pitfirrane 
was  entailed  on  their  eldest  son  and  his  issue,  while  Gosford  was  settled  on  their  second 
son  and  his  issue.  By  these  settlements,  which  are  recited  in  the  great  seal  charter  of 
Gosford  in  1753  (G.S.R.  140),  the  heir  in  possession  of  Pitfirrane  was  bound  to  bear  the 
name  and  arms  of  Halkett,  while  the  successor  to  Gosford  was  to  retain  those  of  Wedder- 
burn,  the  object  being  to  keep  both  estates  separate  and  distinct.  In  event  of  the  two 
estates  ever  devolving  on  one  heir,  it  was  provided  that  he  should  at  once  denude  himself  of 
one  of  them  in  favour  of  the  next  junior  branch  of  his  family,  a  clause  which  became  of 
much  importance,  as  the  event  actually  occurred  (post,  pp.  386-87). 

By  Janet  Halkett,  who  predeceased  her  husband  in  1713  and  whose  son  Peter  was 
retoured  heir  of  tailzie  to  her  27  Feb.  1718  (R.H.  34  and  see  R.D.  358),  Sir  Peter  had 
issue  seven  sous  and  five  daughters.     The  sons  were, 

1.  Peter  Wedderburn-Halkett.  afterwards  second  baronet  of  Gosford,  who  succeeded 

to  Pitfirrane,  but  whose  line  failed  with  his  sons.     See  post,  p.  379. 

2.  Charles  Wedderburn,  who  succeeded  to  Gosford,  and  whose  eldest  son,  John, 

ultimately  succeeded  to  Pitfirrane,  and  as  fourth  baronet  of  Gosford.   See  post,  p.  381. 

3.  James  Wedderburn,  born  and  baptized  at  Aberlady,  20  Feb.  1699  (Ab.P.R.  6), 

but  died  before  27  July  1705,  when  his  parents  gave  the  same  name  to  another  son. 

4.  James  Wedderburn  [1705-54],  born  at  Gosford  26  July  and  baptized  at  Aberlady 

27  July  1705  (Ab.P.R.  11).  He  went  into  commerce  and  was  at  one  time  at 
Amsterdam  in  partnership  with  one  James  Yeaman,  but  afterwards  emigrated  to 
South  Carolina  (R.D.  363  ab)  where  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
8  May  1733  (H.C.R.  I.,  ii.6,  3).  I  have  not  ascertained  if  he  married,  but  in  any 
case  he  died  s.p.  shortly  before  10  Dec.  1754,2the  fact  of  his  being  "  lately  deceased 
without  children  "  being  expressly  recorded  in  the  Great  Seal  Charter  of  Gosford  of 
that  date  (G.S.R.  140).3  His  younger  brother,  Alexander,  thus  represented  the 
second  line  of  the  family  in  the  lawsuit  of  1761  (post,  p.  387). 

5.  Alexander  Wedderburn4  [1706-79],  afterwards  of  S.  Germain's,  co.  East  Lothian, 

born  at  Gosford  12  Dec.  1706  and  baptized  at  Aberlady  the  next  day  (Ab.P.R.  12). 5 
In  1750,  Nov.  23,  he  bought  from  James  Campbell  for  £6,688  sterling  the 
estate  of  S.  Germain's,  in  the  parish  of  Tranent,  with  parts  of  Aldingstone  and 
Chesterhall  (R.D.  372),  of  which  he  obtained  a  Great  Seal  Charter  12  Feb.  1751 
(G.S.R.  139).6  Here  he  long  resided,  without,  it  seems,  following  any  profession. 
The  references  to  him  are  not  either  numerous  or  important  between  1756-76. 
They  relate  mostly  to  occasions  when  he  acted  in  the  affairs  of  members  of  his 
family,7  and  to  his  part  in  the  family  law  suit  about  the  succession  to  Gosford  and 
Pitfirrane  (post,  p.  387). 

'  See  Douglas'  Baronage,  s.  Halkett  of  Pitfirrane.  Subsequently,  in  1706,  she  obtained  from  Queen  Anne 
a  renewal,  ratified  by  Parliament  in  the  following  year  (c.  43)  of  the  privilege,  long  enjoyed  by  the 
family  of  Pitfirrane,  of  exporting  their  coals  to  foreign  parts  free  of  all  duty  ;  a  privilege  enjoyed 
until  1788,  when  it  was  sold  to  the  Government  for  £40,000  stg.  (See  Acts  of  the  Parliaments  of 
Scotland,  xi.,  469,  and  Playfair's  Baronetage  of  Scotland,  London  1821.  s.  Halkett,  vol.  iii.,  p.  lxv.,  seqq.) 

3  He  was  living  2S  July  1752,  when  his  brother  Alexander  is  thus  correctly  termed  fourth  (surviving)  son 

of  their  father  (R.D.  375,  and  cp.  ib.  360,  372  ;  and  G.S.R.  139). 
:t  Neither  Douglas  in  his  Baronage  nor  J.W.  made  any  mention  of  these,  the  third  and  fourth  sons  of  Sir  Peter. 

4  Synopsis  of  References  :— Bl.  61  ;  G.S.R.  139 ;    R.D.  360,  372,  375,  384,  420,  424,  427-28,  430,  433, 

435-37,  439-40,  442,  453  ;  Ed.T.  13  ;  L.W.  3. 
■'  He  is  also  named  19  May  1746  as  granting  a  factory  to  his  agent  to  uplift  his  aunual  rents  (R.D.  260). 

6  Another  document  relating  to  the  purchase  is  dated  28  July  1752  (R.D.  375). 

7  He  is  named  as  one  of  the  factors  for  his  nephew,  John  of  Gosford,  13  Sept.  1756   (R.D.  384),  in  which 

capacity  he  grants  a  tack  of  Spital,  3-5  March  1759  (R.D.  427)  ;  as  witness  to  a  bond  of  provision  by 
his  nephew,  Henry,  2  Feb.  1768  (R.D.  437)  ;  and  also  to  the  marriage  contract  of  James  Wedderburn 
of  Inveresk  (ante,  p.  305).  7  March  1774  (R.D.  453).  He  was  factor  for  his  nephew,  Henry,  in  regard 
to  a  transaction  of  his,  25  March  1774  (R.D.  420),  and  later  on,  19  Jan.  1 776,  was  one  of  his  attorneys- 
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In  1776  he  published  a  pamphlet  entitled,  "Essay  upon  the  question  what  Part IV. 
proportion  of  the  product  of  arable  land  ought  to  be  paid  as  rent  to  the  landlord  "  ctlaP-  r- 
(Edin ,  4to,  1776),1  which  looks  as  if  he  took  some  interest  in  economical  questions, 
although  it  would  seem  that  he  was  not  very  successful  with  their  practical  side, 
as  his  affairs  evidently  became  involved  towards  the  close  of  his  life.  There  are 
bonds  by  and  letters  of  relief  to  him  in  respect  of  considerable  sums  between  1774 
and  1778  (R.D.  428  a  b,  430),  in  the  last  of  which  years,  16  Oct.,  he  disponed 
S.  Germain's  to  his  nephew  Sir  John  Wedderburn-Halkett,  his  cousin  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  then  Attorney-General  in  England,  and  others,  in  trust  for  himself 
and  his  wife  subject  to  his  debts  (R.D.  436),  which  amounted  to  nearly  £14,000 
(ib.  433).  This  trust  continued  after  his  death,  as  March-May  1780  the  trustees 
appoint  an  agent  to  manage  it  (ib.  439),  and  S.  Germain's  would  seem  not  to  have 
been  sold  till  May  1782  (ib.  442). 

He  died  s.p.  at  S.  Germain's  11  Dec.  1779  (Gent.  Mag.,  p.  616  ;  Scots'  Mag., 
p.  685).  His  will  was  confirmed  at  Edinburgh  9  June  1780,  being  given  up  by 
one  of  his  creditors  as  executor  decerned.  The  confirmation  recites  the  date  of  his 
death,  and  names  his  widow  and  the  two  daughters  of  his  brother  Robert  as  his 
nearest  of  kin  (Ed. T.  13).2 

He  had  married  his  cousin  Elizabeth  Halliburton,3  who  survived  him  some 
years4  and  died  at  Edinburgh  24  Sept.  1787  (Gent.  Mag.,  p.  935:  Scots'  Mag.,  p.  468). 

6.  John  Wedderburn,  born  at  Gosford  9  April  1708  and  baptized  at  Aberlady  on  the 

same  day  (Ab.P.R.  13).  I  have  no  other  mention  of  him,  and  probably  he  died  in 
infancy.  That  he  died  without  issue  in  the  lifetime  of  his  brother  Alexander  is 
clear  from  the  fact  that  the  daughters  of  his  younger  brother  Robert  were 
Alexander's  nearest  of  kin  (ut  sup.). 

7.  Robert  Wedderburn,5  [1709—1748],  born  at  Gosford  10  Dec.  1709,  and  baptized 

at  Aberlady  on  the  same  day  (Ab.P.R.  14).  J.W.  in  hisiMS.  describes  him  as  "a 
captain  of  Infantry  in  the  Government  service,  who  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
Gladsmuir,  and  appears,  with  his  elder  brother,  to  have  been  the  only  member  of 
his  family  out  on  the  wrong  side.  Captain  Wedderburn  (he  adds)  is  mentioned  as 
instrumental  in  preventing  the  capture  of  Brigadier  Fowke  by  King  James'  troops. 
No  after  mention  occurs  of  him  in  a  military  capacity,  and  it  is  not  clear  whether 
he  served  in  the  Regulars  or  was  only  a  volunteer."  I  much  doubt,  however,  the 
accuracy  of  this  account,  though  as  J.W.  got  a  good  deal  of  information  as  to 
this  branch  of  the  family  from  Robert's  great  nephew,  John  Halkett  (post 
p.  392),  there  may  be  some  truth  in  it.  But  J.W.  gives  no  authority  for  the 
statement  that  Robert  was  out  in  the  '45  and  the  Captain  Wedderburn  of  the 
Brigadier  Fowke  incident,  which  is  cited  from  Charles'  History  (J.W.  110a)  is  more 
probably  his  eldest  brother,  who  was  unquestionably  so  engaged.  Douglas,  in  his 
Baronage,  which  is  of  value  for  late  times,  makes  no  reference  to  any  military 
rank  in  his  mention  of  "  Robert  Wedderburn,  Esq.,"  and  J.W.  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  aware  of  the  undoubted  fact  that  Robert  was  a  merchant  in  Dunfermline,  and 
is  almost  always  so  designed  in  various  references6  to  his  commercial  transactions, 
which  form  most  of  what  we  know  about  him. 

for  the  sale  of  Gosford,  19  Jan.  1776  (R.D.  424),  and  also  guardian  to  his  daughter,  Elizabeth 
(L.W.  3).  A  letter  from  Alexander  of  St.  Germain's  to  Sir  John  of  Balindean  on  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  20  April  1775,  is  among  the  Blackness  papers  (BI.  61). 

There  is  also  among  the  papers  in  the  Sheriff  Court  of  Haddington  a  grant,  19  June  1761,  by 
the  Earl  of  Hopetoun  to  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  S.  Germain's  and  William  Law  of  Elphingstoun 
of  the  stipend  of  the  parish  while  vacant  to  be  used  by  them  for  the  repair  of  the  kirk  and  school. 
See  entry  in  minute  book  1702-82  and  original  grant  among  the  writs  there  preserved. 

1  Copy  in  British  Museum.     Press  mark  713  g  16. 

2  1  do  not  know  where  he  was  buried.     The  minister  of  Tranent  wi'ites  me  that  there  is  no  monument  to 

him  there,  but  thinks  there  was  a  Wedderburn  burying  ground  at  Gladsmuir. 

3  Douglas  says  that  she  was  a  daughter  of  James  Haliburton  of  Pitcur,  which  may  be  correct ;   J.W.  that 

she  was  daughter  to  David  Haliburton  and  Agnes  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  370),  which  is  hardly  possible. 

4  She  is  named,  20  Nov.  1781,  as  granting  a  factory  to  uplift  au  annuity  due  to  her  (R.D.  440). 

5  Synopsis  of  References  :— J.W.  81  ;  G.R.S.  74  ;  R.D.  332,  347,  351-52,  357,  366-67,  369,  380,  382,  386, 

400  ;  R.A.D.  173,  178,  184  ;  Ed.T.  10,  13  ;  S.A.T.  14,  16  ;  Ed.B.  40,  41,  43  ;  Ab.P.R.  14.  And  see 
ante,  p.  373,  n  7. 
«  See  five  bills  protested  by  him  v.  different  persons  1735-44  (R.D.  332  a  b,  347,  357,  369)  ;  a  decreet  on 
summons  by  him,  5  Feb.  1743  (R.A.D.  173)  ;  a  disposition  of  an  annual-rent  by  him,  20  June  1746 
(R.D.  400),  and  also  a  bill  protested  by  Mr.  Robert  Wedderburn  (not  designed)  v.  the  Countess  of 
Kilmarnock,  17  Feb.  1747  (R.D.  366).     There  is  also  a  disposition  to  him  of  an  annual  rent  6  Jan. 

3  A 
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Part  iv.  He  died,  probably  at  Dunfermline,  21  Aug.  1748.  a  date  recorded  in  the  confir- 

Chap.  i.  mation  of  his  will,  which  was  given  up  by  his  widow  at  S.  Andrew's  19  Oct.  in 

that  year  (S.A.T.  14).     A  later  confirmation  of  his  will  "ad  omissa  "  is  dated  30 

June  1752  (ib.  15),  and  refers  to  a  bond  by  him,  his  father  and  brother  Charles 

to  Allan  Ramsay,  painter,  in  London,  for  2,000  merks.1 

After  his  death,  he  is  occasionally  named  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  his 
affairs,  which  seem  to  have  been  somewhat  involved  (See  R.D.  379,  382  ab,  383, 
386,  R.A.D.  177-78).  His  widow,  his  two  only  surviving  children,  and  their  trustee 
or  agent,  David  Adie,  writer  in  Edinburgh,  are  often  named  in  connection  with  the 
matter  from  1752  to  1757,2  when  they  resigned  to  the  owner,  Colonel  Forbes  of 
Pittencrieff,  the  lands  of  Balridge  and  Blackburn  in  the  parish  of  Dunfermline 
(G.R.S.  74),  of  which  Robert  had  had  a  tack,  and  where  he  may  have  resided 
(R.D.  379  ;  R  AD.  178). 

He  had  married,  at  what  place  or  date  I  have  not  ascertained,  but  the  year  was 
probably  about  1743,  Rachel  Thomson,  daughter  of  John  Thomson  of  Charleton, 
co.  Fife.  She  is  named  in  her  husband's  life  22,  23  May  1744,  when  she  grants  to 
her  brother  Alexander,  "  second  son  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Thomson  of  Charleton,  her 
father,"  a  discharge  for  a  sum  of  15,000  merks  due  to  her  under  a  (1733)  bond  of 
provision  (R.D.  352),  and  again  3  Nov.  in  the  same  year,  when  she  grants  a  similar 
discharge  to  her  brother,  John  of  Charleton,  for  3,000  merks  due  under  another 
(1738)  bond  (R.D.  380).  After  her  husband's  death  she  is  of  ten  named  as  his  relict 
in  connection  with  his  affairs  (ut  sup.).  She  died  at  Torryburn,  co.  Fife,  5  Dec.  1777 
(Scots'  Mag.  p.  678),  and  many  years  later,  7  May  1799,  her  will  was  given  up  by 
her  two  daughters  and  (10  May)  duly  confirmed  (S.A.T.  16). 

By  her  Robert  Wedderburn  had  issue  three  daughters, 

1.  Halket  Wedderburn,    born   and    baptized   at   Edinburgh   1    June    1744 

(Ed.B.  40).  She  died  in  infancy,  her  sisters  being  designed  their  father's 
'only  children"  in  1752-57  (R.D.  379;  R.A.D.  177-78). 

2.  Rachel  Wedderburn.  born  at  Edinburgh  31  March  1745,  and  there  baptized 

on  the  day  following  (Ed.B.  41).  She  was  living  in  1799,  when  she  and 
her  sister  gave  up  their  mother's  will,  and  also  in  1780,  when  they  are 
named  as  nieces  and  nearest  of  kin  to  their  uncle  Alexander  of  S.  Germain's 
(Ed.T.  13).  A  bond  of  theirs  for  £5,000  sterling,  dated  24  Dec.  1779,  is 
also  named  in  a  decreet  of  March  1780  (R.A.D.  184).  Rachel  died  un- 
married (J.W.  81a).  but  where  or  at  what  date  I  have  not  ascertained. 

3.  Janet  Wedderburn,  born  at  Edinburgh  13  Feb.  1747  and  there  baptized 

on  the  next  day  (Ed.B.  43).  She  married  at  Torryburn  21  April  1783, 
George  Bruce  of  Langlees  near  Melrose  (Scots'  Mag.,  p.  222),  and  died  in 
Edinburgh  10  Dec.  1828  (Dundee  Advertiser  25  Dec.  1828),  having  had 
issue  two  sons,  both  of  whom,  together  with  their  father,  were  living  in  1819 
(J.W.  81a). 
The  daughters  of  Sir  Peter  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Halkett  were 

1.  Janet  Wedderburn,  born  at  Gosford  25  May  1700  and  baptized  in  Aberlady  two 

days  later  (Ab.P.R.  7).  She  married  Robert  Colvile  of  Ochiltree  and  is  named  as 
his  wife  in  a  sasine  to  her  of  some  lands  in  the  barony  of  Crombie,  23  April  1729 
(G.R.S.  65).  She  died  before  10  Dec.  1754,  the  date  of  the  Great  Seal  contract  of 
Gosford  in  which  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  the  late  Janet  Wedderburn  are  named  as 
substitutes  in  the  succession  (G.S.R.  140  n.).  She  had  issue  (says  J.W.)  three 
sons,  Philip,  John  and  Robert,  of  whom  the  last  was  born  and  baptized  at  Edin- 
burgh 29  June  1728  (Ed.B.  34).3 

2.  Agnes  Wedderburn,  born  at  Gosford  25  Sept.  1701  and  baptized  at  Aberlady  the 

same  day  (Ab.P.R.  8).     She  was  living    in    1754,  being   named   in  the  Gosford 

1743  (R.D.  351),  and  a  factory  to  him  by  his  brother  Charles,  to  uplift  the  rents  of  Gosford  and 
Balmule,  12  Nov.  1746  (R.D.  367).  He  may  be  the  "  Mr.  Wedderburn"  not  otherwise  described, 
who  is  one  of  the  tacksmen  of  the  Dunfermline  "green  "  19  May  1733,  and  nays  £6  for  the  crop  and 
gear  ( Dunf.  Council  Records). 

'  Another  bond  by  him  and  his  brother  Charles  to  one  William  Clifton,  14  Nov.  1747,  is  referred  to  in  the 
confirmation  of  Charles'  will,  15  Sept.  1756  (Ed.T.  10). 

■-  See  G.S.R.  74  ;  R.D.  399,  3S2a6,  383,  386  ;  R.A.D.  177-78. 

3  The  statement  of  William  Playfairin  his  Btironetnyc  of  Scotland  that  she  had  two  sons,  of  whom  the  elder, 
Peter,  m.  Isobel,  daughter  of  —  Aiton,  Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow,  would  thus  seem  to  be  erroneous. 
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entail  of  that  year  (ut  sup.).1       J.W.,  who  in  his  printed  volume  miscalls  her  Anne,  Part  iv. 
says  that  she  died  unmarried.  Chap.  i. 

3.  Christian  Wedderburn,  born  at  Gosford  20  Jan.  1703  and  baptized  at  Aberlady 

on  the  next  day  (Ab.P.R.  9).  She  married  James  Carstairs,  eldest  son  of  Sir  John 
Carstairs,  late  of  Kilconquhar,  and  is  named  as  his  wife,  15  April  1736,  in  a  sasine 
to  her  of  an  annuity  charged  on  the  estate  of  Kinross  (G.R.S.  67)  to  which  her 
husband  succeeded  in  right  of  his  mother,  Ann  Bruce  (daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir 
William  Bruce  of  Kinross,  Bart),  whose  name  he  therefore  adopted  in  addition  to 
his  patronymic.  Christian  Wedderburn  died  18  Nov.  1741  and  is  thus  named  as 
deceased  in  the  Gosford  entail  of  1754  (G.S.R.  140  n.).  There  are  two  portraits, 
both  by  Allan  Ramsay,  of  James  Carstairs-Bruce  and  his  wife,  Christian  Wedder- 
burn, in  possession  of  their  descendant,  Mr.  Rollo  (Rodney  Lodge,  Perth).  That 
of  Christian  is  of  a  fair  lady  with  small  features,  in  a  white  gown  and  head  dress, 
while  her  husband  is  in  armour,  in  allusion,  it  may  be  to  his  having  fought  for  the 
Stuarts  in  the  '45.  By  James  Carstairs-Bruce,  who  was  born  in  1694  and  died  at 
Kinross  House  5-6  Aug.  1768,  Christian  Wedderburn  had  a  numerous  family  of  six 
sons  and  six  daughters,  of  whom  the  youngest  son,  James  Bruce-Carstairs  (born  19 
May  1740,  died  17  Oct.  1784)  alone  survived  her,  and  by  his  wife,  Marie  Guillard 
(who  died  18  Dec.  1824),  had  issue  three  sons,  1,  James  Carstairs-Bruce,  married 
the  Hon  Elizabeth  Cecilia  Rollo  (daughter  of  James,  seventh  Lord  Rollo)  and  died 
s.p.  12  March  1835;  2,  Peter  Carstairs-Bruce,  born  17  Feb.  1779,  puisne  judge  at 
Chittor,  died  there  2  Sept.  1821 ;  and  3,  William  Carstairs-Bruce,  lieutenant  in 
the  Madras  Native  Army,  who  died  at  Malacca  13  Aug.  181 6. 2 

4.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  born  at  Gosford  26  March  1704  and  baptized  at  Aberlady 

the  same  day  (Ab.P.R.  10).  She,  no  doubt,  died  before  9  Sept.  1706,  the  date  of 
her  parents'  entails  of  Gosford  and  Pitfirrane  (ut  sup.)  in  which  only  her  three  elder 
sisters  are  named. 

5.  Mary  Wedderburn,  born  at  Gosford  27  Nov.  1711  and  baptized  at  Aberlady  the 

next  day  (Ab.P.R.  16).  There  is  no  subsequent  reference  to  her  e.g.,  in  the  Gos- 
ford entail  of  1754  (G.S.R.  140  n.)  and  no  doubt  she  died  young. 

Sir  Peter  Halkett  of  Pitfirrane  [1695— 1755],3  second  baronet  of  Gosford,4  eldest 
son  of  Sir  Peter  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Halkett,  was  born  at  Gosford  21  June  1695  and 
there  baptized  on  the  next  day  (Ab.P.R.  4).5  In  1718  Feb.  17,  he  was  retoured  heir  of 
tailzie  and  provision  general  to  his  mother  (R.H.  34),  and  is  referred  to  as  such  in  a  dis- 
position by  his  father  to  his  second  son  Charles,  27  Oct.  1725  (R.D.  358).  He  succeeded 
his  father  on  his  death  in  1746. 

He  was  in  parliament  for  Dunfermline  in  1734,  and  later,  in  1739,  for  Inverkeithing 
(Scots'  Mag.,  1739,  p.  584). 6  His  career,  however,  was  chiefly  military.  Having  early 
entered  the  army  he  became  a  Major  in  the  Scots  Fusiliers  (Scots'  Mag.,  ut  sup.)  in  1739, 
and  after  two  years  was  promoted  to  be  Lieut. -Colonel,   first  of  Houghton's  and  then  of 

1  Playfair  (Baronetage  of  Scotland)  also  miscalls  her  Anne. 

2  The   details   and  dates   of    Christian    Wedderburn's   descendants    have  been    kindly    supplied   to   me 

by    Mr.    Rollo,    and   are   taken   from  a  family  Bible   which   belonged   to   Christian    Wedderburn's 

father-in-law,   and   later   to   her   daughter     Christian.       This    record,  however,   iuaccurately  gives 

the  year  of  Christian  Wedderburn's  birth  as  1704.     The  account  of  her  children  given  in  Douglas 

Baronage  is  accurate  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  gives  no  dates  and  omits  all  mention  of  her  third,  fourth, 

and  fifth  sons.     Her  five  eldest  sons  were: — 1,  John,  b.  3    Feb.  1721,  "died  abroad  unmarried" 

(Douglas)  ;  2,  Peter,  b.  5  June  1736,  killed  in  battle  at  Patna  1  July  1763,  "  a  youth  of  great  hopes 

and  spirit,  and  a  brave  officer  who  performed  many  gallant  actions  in  the  East  Indies"  (Douglas)  ; 

3,  William,  b.  5  April  1730,  d.  1744  on  board  the  Hastingfield,  bound  from  China  ;  4,  James,  b. 

2  April  1735,  d.  28  March  1740  ;  5,  Alexander,  b.   14  Dec.   1737,  d.  18  March  1740  ;  and  6,  James 

(see  above)     The  six  daughters  of  James  Carstairs-Bruce  and  his  wife  were  : — 1,  Grizel,  b.  11  June 

1723;  2,  Janet,  b.  23  Sept.  1724,  d.  29  March  1778;  3,  Anne,  b.  1  Dec.  1727  ;  4,  Charlotte,  b.  . 

14  Dec.  1728,  d.  21  Jan.  1789  ;  5,  Christian,  b.  21  Feb.  1733,  d.   13  Aug.  1811;  and  6,  Agnes,  b. 

5  Sept.  1736. 

3  Synopsis  of  References  :— J.W.  79,  110  ;  G.S.R.  140,  145  ;  R.H.  34,  38,  41  ;  G.R.S.  70  ;  R.D.  358,  379, 

383,  408,  414,  421,  435  ;  R.A.D.  177-78  ;  S.A.T.  16  ;  D.B.  57  ;  Ab.P.R.  4.    See  also  ante,  p.         n. 

4  This  is  the  correct  designation,  the  baronetcy  being  his  father's,  although  the  estate  of  Pitfirrane  was  his 

mother's. 

5  "  Peter  Wedderburn  of    Gosford,"  named  28  June  1706  as    a  godfather  to   Peter,   son   of  Alexander 

Wedderburn  and  Grissell  Watson,  would  seem,  from  the  omission  of  the  prefix  "  Sir,"  to  be  he 
and  not  his  father  (ante,  p.  228  ;  D.B.  57). 

6  In  Joseph  Foster's  Members  of  Parliament  for  Scotland,  he  is  said  to  have  sat  for  the  Stirling  Burghs 

1734-41. 
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Part  iv.  Lee's  regiment.  In  1748  he  was  again  preferred  and  in  1751  on  Lee's  death  (9  March) 
Chap.  I  became  Colonel  of  his  regiment  (Scots'  Mag.,  1741,  pp.  47,  95,  and  Gent.  Mag.,  1741,  p.  51, 
1748,  p.  573  and  1751,  p.  141).  It  was  as  a  Captain  in  Lee's  regiment  that  he  was  present 
at  the  battle  of  Gladsmuir,  when  General  Sir  John  Cope  was  defeated  by  Prince  Charles, 
21  Sept.  1745.  "Sir  Peter  Halket,  a  captain  in  Lee's  regiment,  acted  a  distinguished  part 
on  this  occasion,  for  after  the  rout  he  kept  his  company  together,  and  getting  behind  a 
ditch  in  Tranent  Meadow  he  kept  firing  away  on  the  rebels  till  they  were  glad  to  let  him 
surrender  on  terms"  (Autobiography  of  Alexander  Carlyle,  p.  144). 1  Being  thus  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Prince's  forces,  he  was,  with  many  other  government  officers  similarly 
situated,  liberated  on  parole  not  to  bear  arms  against  King  James  for  the  next  eighteen 
months.2  Upon  this.  Cumberland,  on  quitting  Edinburgh  for  the  North,  issued  a  circular 
letter,  addressed  to  all  those  officers,  to  absolve  them  from  their  obligations,  declaring  that 
they  could  not  be  bound  by  oaths  given  to  rebels  and  adding  that  unless  they  immediately 
joined  their  respective  regiments  he  would  punish  their  disobedience  by  giving  their  com- 
missions to  others.  Out  of  the  whole  number  so  addressed  but  five  had  the  honour  to 
refuse  compliance  with  such  a  demand,  viz.,  Sir  Peter  Halkett,  Mr.  Ross  (son  to  Lord  Ross), 
Captain  Lucy  Scott,  and  Lieutenants  Farquharson  and  Cumming,  who  replied  that 
Cumberland  was  "  master  of  their  commissions  but  not  of  their  probity  and  honour" — a 
reply  afterwards  approved  by  the  existing  government.8 

In  1754  Sir  Peter  embarked  for  America  in  command  of  the  44th  regiment  of  foot 
and  acted  on  all  occasions  with  distinguished  gallantry,  but  unfortunately,  accompanying 
General  Braddock's  disastrous  expedition  against  Fort  du  Quesne  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Monogabela,  he  fell  with  that  officer  and  his  own  son,  James  Halkett  (see  post,  p.  381 ), 
on  9  July  1755  in  the  defeat  by  the  Indians.  "Sir  Peter  Halkett,"4  says  a  contemporary 
account,  "  was  killed  on  the  spot  "  (Gent.  Mag.,  1755,  p.  376).  "  The  place,"  says  J.W, 
"  is  marked  by  a  remarkable  tree  and  was  pointed  out  to  Major  Francis  Halkett  when  in 
America  in  1756-57  by  an  Indian  who  had  been  in  the  action.  By  the  aid  of  a  party  of 
the  Black  Watch  (42nd  Highlanders)  the  remains  were  recovered  and  interred  where  they 
had  fallen,  wrapped  in  a  highland  plaid."5 

Sir  Peter  had  married  before  1738,°  Lady  ^Emilia  Stewart,  second  daughter  to 
Francis,  seventh  Earl  of  Moray,  by  the  Hon.  Jean  Elphingstone,  second  daughter  to  John, 
fourth  Lord  Balmerino  (whose  son  was  executed  in  1746),  and  by  her,7  who  died  at 
Inveresk,  co  Midlothian,  18  May  1781, s  had  issue  three  sons, 

1.  Sir  Peter  Halkett  [17 — 79]9  of  Pitfirrane,  third  baronet  of  Gosford.  He  succeeded 
to  the  baronetcy  in  1755  on  the  death  of  his  father,  but  owing  to  the  weakness  of 
his  mind  from  his  birth,  his  father  had,  by  a  settlement  dated  14  Oct.  1751  (J.W.  80), 
settled  the  estate  of  Pitfirrane  on  his  second  and  third  sons,  after  the  death  of 
whom,  their  cousin,  John  Wedderburn  (post,  p.  386),  became  heir  to  both  title 
and  estate.  On  20  Feb.  1761  Sir  Peter  was  found  "  incompos  mentis"  by  inquest, 
whereupon  a  commission  under  the  Great  Seal  was  issued  to  John  Wedderburn  to 
be  his  curator,  a  position  which  he  held  till  the  death  of  the  baronet  in  1779 
(R.D.  408,  414,  421),  when  he  succeeded  to  the  title,  having  already,  as  we  shall 
see,  been  divested  of  Gosford  and  taken  possession  of  Pitfirrane,  in  view  of  the 
certainty  of  his  succession  by  reason  of  Sir  Peter's  condition.  (See  R.D.  435  and 
post,  pp.  386-87.) 

1  See  also  J.W.  110  a,  and  ante  p.  377,  as  to  another  mention  of  Captain  Wedderburn  or  Halkett  on  this 

occasion.     He  was  not,  of  course,  Sir  Peter  till  after  1745. 

2  So  many,  however,  showed  themselves  devoid  of  honour  that  those  captured  at  Falkirk,  17  Jan.  1746, 

were  compelled  to  add  their  oaths  to  their  paroles. 

3  See  Chevalier  Johnstones  Memoirs,  pp.  126-27,  and  Charles'  Hist.,  vol.  ii.,  p.  567. 

4  He  is  named  as  Lt.-Col.  Peter  Halkett  of  Pitfirrane  iu  a  sasine  to  him  of  an  ©-rent  cf  £13,000  furth  of 

Balmerino  and  Restalrig,  25  Feb.  1746  (O.R.S.  70),  and  is  also  mentioned,  8  Feb..  14  June  1752 
(R.A.D.  177-78)  and  1753-57,  in  connection  with  the  affairs  of  his  brother  Robert  (R.D.  379).  See 
also  the  1754  entail  of  Gosford  (G.S.R.  140). 

5  A  full  and  graphic  account  of  the  discovery  and  identification  of  the  remains  of  Sir  Peter  and  his  son, 

James,  by  Major  Francis  Halkett  is  given  in  the  Dinwiddie  Papers,  vol.  i.,  p.  467,  published  in  1883 
by  the  Virginia  Historical  Society,  U.S.A.,  in  vol  iii.  of  their  Collections. 
"  I  have  not  ascertained  either  place  or  exact  date.     Their  postnuptial  marriage  contract,  dated  15  Feb. 
1738,  is  quoted  iu  a  later  document  (J.W.  80). 

7  She  is  named  as  factrix  for  her  son  Francis,  April-May  1757  (R.D.  383). 

8  So  Scots'  Mag.  1781,  but  Gent.  Mag.  1781,  p.  294,  and  Annual  Keg.,  vol.  xxiv.,  p.  212,  say  that  she  died 

"27  June  1781  at  Inverness." 

9  I  have  not  ascertained  the  date  or  place  of  the  birth  of  Sir  Peter,  or  either  of  his  brothers. 
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2.  Francis  Halkett  [17 60]  entered  the  army,  being  gazetted  captain  in  Halkett's  Part  I  v. 

foot  in  1751    (Scot's  Mag.,  p.  262)  and  later  Major  in  the  Black  Watch.     HeischaP-1- 
named  in  a  discharge  by  his  mother,  as  his  factrix,  in  1757  (R.D.  383)  and  was 
retoured  heir  to  his  father  20  June  1759  (J.W.  80 ;  R.H.  38).     After  the  death  of 
his  father  in  1755  he  was  designed  "  of  Pitfirrane,"  having  succeeded  thereto  by 
reason  of  his  elder  brother's  state,  under  his  father's  settlement  of  1751. 

He  died  unmarried  at  Naples  11  Nov.  1760  (J.W.  80;  R.H.  41)  and,  the 
failure  of  the  male  line  of  his  father  being  thus  certain,  was  succeeded  by  his  cousin, 
John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  who  was  retoured  heir  of  tailzie  and  provision  general 
to  him  11  Oct.  1770  (R.H.  41). 

3.  James  Halkett  [17 — 55]  was  in  the  army  and  fell  with  his  father  at  Fort  du 

Quesne  in  1755.     This  seems  to  be  quite  clear  (see  inscription  in  Dunfermline 
Abbey,  post,  p.  391),  though,  oddly  enough,  a  different  year — 1758 — is  given  for 
his  death  in  the  Court  of  Session  papers  printed  in  the  family  law  suit  in  1761 
(J.W.  80),  in  which  it  is  stated  that  "James  died  in  1758,"  and  again  that  "Major 
(Francis)  Halkett  died  at  Naples  11  Nov.  last  (1760)  and  his  younger  brother, 
James,  two  years  before,  both  of  them  unmarried." 
Upon  the  death,  therefore,  of  Major  Halkett  in  1760,  the  line  of  the  second  baronet 
became  extinct  but  for  the  life  of  Sir  Peter,  on  whose  death  it  was  clear  that  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  first  baronet  would  devolve  upon  the  issue  of  his  grandfather's  second  son, 
Charles  Wedderburn  of  Gosford,1  to  whom,  therefore,  we  now  return. 

Charles  Wedderburn  of  Gosford  [1696— 1 753-4], 2  second  son  of  Sir  Peter  Wed- 
derburn of  Gosford  and  Janet  Halkett,  was  born  at  Gosford  29  May  1696  and  baptized  at 
Aberlady  the  next  day  (Ab.P.R.  5).  The  estate  of  Gosford  was  settled  on  him  by  his 
father's  entail  of  1706  (Bl.  81)  which  is  referred  to  in  a  subsequent  disposition  to  him 
by  Sir  Peter,  27  Oct.  1725  (R.D.  358).  He  is  named  in  a  discharge  of  1734  (ib.  455)  and 
in  two  decreets  of  1741  and  1742  (R.A.D.  168,  171),  always  as  his  father's  second  son. 

Upon  his  father's  death  he  at  once  succeeded  to  his  properties  and  is  thereafter 
designed  "of  Gosford,"  e.g.,  in  a  decreet  dated  4  Nov.  1 746  (R.A.D.  175) ;  in  a  factory  by  him 
to  his  brother  Robert  to  uplift  the  rents  of  Gosford  and  Balmule,  12  Nov.  1746  (R.D.  367); 
in  a  similar  factory  by  him  to  his  eldest  son  John,  24  Oct.  1748  (ib.  371) ;  a  renunciation 
to  him  of  a  charge  on  Balmule  15  Nov.  following  (G.R.S.  71) ;  and  a  tack  by  him  of  Lochills, 
1  May  1753  (R.D.  448). 

He  died  at  Gosford  in  1753-54,  his  eldest  son,  John,  being  retoured  heir  male  of  line, 
tailzie  and  provision  general  to  him  20  June  1754  (R.H.  36).  His  will  was  also  given  up 
by  his  son  John,  who  was  his  executor,  and  confirmed  at  Edinburgh  15  Sept.  1756 
(Ed.T.  10),  the  confirmation  giving  the  place  of  his  death  but  mis-stating  the  year  as  1755.:i 

1  Among  the  miscellaneous  papers  in  the  municipal  archives  of  Edinburgh  are  the  following  letter  and 
extract  of  retour,  copies  of  which  have  been  sent  to  me  by  the  Rev.  Walter  Maeleod. 

Letter. — "  Sir,  I  empower  and  desire  you  to  get  me  served  before  any  competent  court,  or  rather 
the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  as  heir  male  and  of  line  and  likewise  as  heir  of  tailie  and  provision  in 
the  estate  of  Gosfoord  to  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Gosfoord  my  father  now  deceast,  and  retour  my 
service  to  the  Chancery,  for  doing  which  and  all  other  solemnities  necessary,  I  hereby  give  you  my 
warrant.  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedt  serv',  John  Wedderburn.  Kinross,  10  June  1754.  To  Mr  John 
Mcfarlane,  Writer  to  the  Signet  at  Edinburgh. 

Extract  of  Retour. — "  Qui  jurati  dicunt  quod  quondam  Carolus  Wedderburn  de  Gosfoord  filius 
legitimus  natu  secundus  demortui  domini  Petri  Halket  de  Pitfirren  alias  Wedderburn  de  Gosfoord 
pater  Joannis  Wedderburn  nunc  de  Gosfoord  latoris  prasentuim  obiit  ad  fidem  et  pacem  S.D.N, 
regis  Et  quod  dictus  Joannes  Wedderburn  est  legitimus  et  propinquior  hffires  masculus  linear  et 
tallise  et  provisionis  ejusdem  quondam  Caroli  Wedderburn  sui  patris  secundum  et  in  terminis  dis- 
positionis  et  obligationis  talliso  de  data  9m0  Septembris  A.D.  1706  et  recordataj  iu  Libris  Sessionis 
1°  mensis  Maii  A.D.  1753  concessas  per  dictum  dominumPetrum  Wedderburn  de  Gosfoord  per  quam- 
quidem  obligavit  seipsum  ejusque  heredes  etcafacere  debite  et  legitime  resignationem  status  aliorum- 
que  inibi  mentionatorum  cum  pertinentiis  in  manibus  ejus  immediatorum  superiorum  ejusdem  in 
favores  proque  nova  infeofamenta  eorumdem  danda  et  concedenda  seipso  in  vitali  reditu  et  dicto 
Carolo  Wedderburu  ejus  filio  legitimo  secundo  procreato  ex  maritagio  inter  ilium  et  dominam  Jonetam 
Halket  ejus  sponsam  iu  feodo  heredibusque  masculis  ex  corpore  dicti  Caroli  Wedderburn  legitime 
procreandis  quibus  deficientibus  aliis  heredibus  particulariter  inibi  mentionatis  sed  eum  et  sub  pro- 
visionibus  conditionibus  et  irritanciis  inibi  narratis.     Et  quod  est  legitime  a3tatis,"  etc. 

3  Synopsis  of  References :— J.W.  80  ;  G.S.R  140,  145  ;  R.H.  36  ;  G.R.S.  71  ;  R.D.  351,  358,  367,  371, 
376  n,  379,  382,  393^403,  420,  435,  437,  448,  455  ;  R.A.D.  168,  171,  175  ;  Ed.T.  10  ;  Ab.PR.  5.  See 
also  ante,  p.  373,  n.  7.  He  is  also,  I  think,  the  Mr.  Wedderburn  named  as  agreeing  to  sell  the  coals 
of  Balmule,  13  Sept.  1735  (Dunfermline  Council  Records). 

3  He  is  referred  to  after  his  death  in  his  son's  great  seal  charter  of  Gosford,  10  Dec.  1754  (G.S.R.  140),  as 
well  as  on  other  occasions  connected  with  him  and  his  other  children.  See  below  (J.W.  80  ;  G.S.R. 
145  ;  R.D.  382,  303,  403,  420,  435,  437). 
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Part  iv.  He  married,  when  or  where  I  have  not  ascertained,  but  probably  about  1719,  his  first 

Chap.  I.  cousjn!  Mary  Wardlaw,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Wardlaw  of  Pitreavie,  co.  Fife,  Bart,  (by 

Elizabeth,1  second  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Charles  Halkett  of  Pitfirrane,  Bart.),  and  by 

her,  who  survived  him  and  was  living  18  Jan.  1768  (R.D.  435)2  but  the  date  of  whose  death 

I  have  not  ascertained,  had  issue  five  sons  and  three  daughters.3     The  sons  were, 

1 .  John  Wedderburn,  thereafter  of  Gosford,  who  later  succeeded  to  the  baronetcy 

and  to  Pitfirrane  as  Sir  John  Wedderburn-Halkett  of  Pitfirrane,  fourth  baronet 
of  Gosford.     See  post,  p.  386. 

2.  Henry  Wedderburn,  who  succeeded  to  Gosford  when  his  elder  brother  came  into 

possession  of  Pitfirrane.     See  post,  p.  383. 

3.  Peter  Wedderburn  [1722-17 — (?)],  baptized  at  Dunfermline  in  November  1722* 

(Dunf.  Par.  Reg.,  orig.  record).  He  is  said  to  have  entered  the  Dutch  army  and 
died  young.    Thus  he  is  not  named  as  a  defender  in  the  law  suit  of  1761  (post,  p.  387). 

4.  James  Wedderburn    [1725-17 — ],  baptized  at  Dunfermline  19  July  1725  (Dunf. 

Par.  Reg.).  The  account  hitherto  given  of  him  has  been  that  he  entered 
the  East  India  Company's  military  service  in  Bengal,  and  was  one  of  those 
who  perished  in  the  Black  Hole  of  Calcutta  in  1756.5  But,  although  this 
statement  is  made  by  J.W.  in  his  MS.  on  the  authority  of  John  Halkett  (nephew 
to  James,  post,  p.  392),  its  accuracy  is  very  doubtful.  For  in  the  "Genealogical 
Account  "  of  1780  (Bl.  81)  he  is  described  simply  as  "an  officer  in  the  army,  died 
unmarried,"  while  his  younger  brother  Charles  is  said  to  have  died  in  the  Black 
Hole.  Further  there  is  a  contract  of  1768  (R.D.  435)  by  which  Henry  Wedder- 
burn, afterwards  of  Gosford,  agrees  that  in  event  of  his  right  to  the  succession  to 
Gosford  being  decided  in  his  favour  by  the  House  of  Lords,  he  will  pay  a  certain 
annuity  to  his  brother,  Ensign  James  Wedderburn  (ib.),  from  which  it  is  clear  that 
so  far  from  dying  in  1756,  James  Wedderburn  was  still  alive  in  1758.  To  this  we 
must  add  the  fact  that  administration  of  his  estate  was  granted  12  April  1771  to  his 
brother  John,6  as  next  of  kin  (H.C.R.  I.,  ii.,  b.  7).7  Yet  another  difficulty,  however, 
arises  in  the  fact  that  the  above  contract  and  this  administration  speak  of  him,  the 
former  as  "  ensign  "  and  the  latter  as  "  late  of  Heath,  co.  York,  ensign  belonging 
to  Sir  William  Pepperel's  i-egiment  of  foot,"8  according  to  which  he  was  an  ensign 
at  forty-two  and  forty-five  years  of  age.  The  difficulty  is  that  it  is  clear  that 
Charles  Wedderburn  had  a  son,  James,  born  in  1725  (who  is  said  to  have  died  in 
India,  20  June  1756)  and  also  a  son  of  that  name  who  was  an  ensign  both  in  1768 
and  also  at  his  death,  apparently  at  Heath,  co.  York  in  about  1770.9  Possibly  there 
are  papers  at  Pitfirrane  which  would  clear  up  the  difficulty.  That  he  died  unmarried 
is,  however,  clear  from  the  statement  to  that  effect  of  his  nephew,  John  (J.W.  81). 

1  And  thus  sister  to  Gosford's  mother,  Janet  Halkett. 

2  Thus,  in  the  mortcloth  dues  of  Aberlady  (Ab.P.R.  18)  her  eldest  son's  first  wife,  who  was  buried  21  Dec. 

1758,  is  then  described  as  Mrs.  Wedderburn,  junior. 
3  The  following  extracts  from  the  Dunfermline  Parish  register  (1720-40)  as  to  Gosford's  children  reached 
me  after  the  completion  of  vol.  ii.  of  this  work,  and  are  therefore  given  here : — 

1720.  August.  Mr.  Charles  Wedderburn,  second  son  to  Sir  Peter  Halket  of  Pitferran  had  a  man  child 
born  to  him  of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  Wardlaw,  upon  the  sixth  day  and  baptised  the  said  day  called 
John  ;  Sir  Peter  Halket  of  Pitferran,  Mr.  Robert  Lindsay  of  Kavil,  Mr.  Alexander  Bayne  of  Ryrus. 

1721.  July.  Mr.  Charles  Wedderburn,  etc.  (ut  sup.),  had  a  man  child  born  to  him  of  his  wife  Mary 
Wardlaw  upon  the  1 9th  and  baptised  said  day  called  Henry ;  witnesses,  Robert  Lindsay  of  Kavil,  etc. 

1722.  November.     Mr.  Charles  Wedderburn,  etc.  (ut  sup.),  had  a  child  called  Peter. 

1724.  May  12-13.     Mr.  Charles  Wedderburn,  etc.  (ut  sup.),  had  a  child  called  Elizabeth. 

1725.  July  19.     Mr.  Charles  Wedderburn,  etc.  (ut  sup.),  had  a  child  called  James. 

1726.  Novr.  22.     Mr.  Charles  Wedderburn,  etc.  (ut  sup.),  had  a  child  called  Jannet. 

1728.  January  7-8.     Mr.  Charles  Wedderburn,  etc.  (ut  sup.),  had  a  child  called  Chariot. 

1729.  October  12-13.     Mr.  Charles  Wedderburn,  etc.  (ut  sup.),  had  a  child  called  Mary. 

1730.  October  17.     Mr.  Charles  Wedderburn,  etc.  (ut  sup.),  had  a  child  called  Ann. 

4  Playfair,  in  the  Baronetage  of  Scotland  erroneously  places  him  as  fourth  son. 

5  See  J.W.  81  c  referringto  the  Annual  Register  of  1756  (?)  and  also  the  East  Indian  Military  Calendar,  vol.  ii., 

p.  24  n,  where  he  is  named  among  the  lieutenants  and  ensigns  who  so  perished. 
"  "  John  Halkett,  Esqr.,"  as  he  had  not  yet  succeeded  to  the  baronetage,  though  he  had  adopted  the  name 
of  Halkett. 

7  It  may  be  also  noted  that  in  Douglas'  Baronage,  which  was  written  1760-70,  though  its  publication  was 

posthumous  in  1798,  no  mention  is  made  of  the  death  of  this  "  James,  an  officer  in  the  army." 

8  But  for  this  I  should  have  been  inclined  to  identify  him  with  the  "  —  Wedderburn,  to  be  an  ensign  in 

the  Earl  of  Rothes'  regiment,"  1740  (Scots'  Mag.  1740,  p.  3S7),  and  the  "  Lieuteuant  Wedderburn  from 
Irish  half-pay  to  be  captain  in  Maj.-Gen.  Boxland's  Southampton  Regiment,"  1755  (ib.  1755,  p.  417). 

9  A  possible  solution  is  that  Gosford  had  two  sons  called  James,  (a)  one  born  in  1725,  who  d.  young,  and 

(b)  another  born  much  later,  who  died  in  about  1770. 
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5.  Charles  Wedderburn  [17 — -1756].      I  have  no  note  of    his  birth  or  baptism.  Part  i v. 
Douglas  and  J.W.,  the  latter  again  on  the  authority  of  John  Halkett,  give  no  note  Chap.  I. 
of  his  career  but  say  that  he  died  unmarried,  and  this  is,  no  doubt,  so,  and  Playfair 
also,  less  precisely,  says  that  he  died  s.p.1     In  the  "  Genealogical  Account  "  (Bl.  81) 
of  about  1 780  it  is  Charles  who  is  described  as  "  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  East 
India  Company,  died  with   many  others  in  the  prison  called  the  Black  Hole  of 
Calcutta,"  and  this  is,  I  think,  the  fact.     See  above  s.  his  brother  James.     In  the 
list  of  the  victims  of  the  Black  Hole,  given  in  Busteed's  Echoes  from  Old  Calcutta 
(1897),  p.  333,  Charles  Wedderburn  is  named  among  the  ensigns.2 
Of  the  daughters,  all  of  whom  were  baptized  at  Dunfermline  (ante,  p.  382,  n.  3), 

1.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  was  baptized  12-13  May  1724,  and  died  unmarried. 

2.  Janet  Wedderburn  was  baptized  22  Nov.  1726.     She  married   John  Ershine  of 

Balgonie,  advocate,  who  made  a  bond  of  provision  charging  Balgonie  and  Thrask 
with  an  annuity  in  her  favour,  23  June  1759  (R.D.  403),  but  died  between  then 
and  10  April  1767,  when  she  is  spoken  of  his  relict  in  a  sasineto  her  of  this  annuity 
(G.R.S.  78).     She  had  no  issue.     I  have  not  ascertained  the  date  of  her  death. 

3.  Charlotte  Wedderburn  was  baptized  7-8  Jan.  1728,  and  died  unmarried. 

4.  Mary  Wedderburn  was  baptized  12-13  Oct.  1729.     She  married  Charles  Stewart  of 

Annefield,  Lt.-Col.  in  the  63rd  Foot  (eldest  son  of  John  Stewart  of  Blairhall  and 
Lady  Anne  Stewart,  sister  of  Lady  Aemilia  Halkett  of  Pitfirrane,  ante,  p.  380),  by 
whom  she  had  two  sons,  Francis,  born  7  Dec.  1770,  and  James,  born  13  Jan. 
1773,  both  baptized  in  South  Leith  (S.L.B.  4,  5),  and  apparently  other  issue, 
as  Douglas  {Baronage,  p.  244,  s.  Bruce  of  Blairhall)  gives  three  sons,  John,Charles, 
and  Henry,  and  a  daughter,  Mary.  I  have  not  ascertained  the  date  of  Mrs. 
Stewart's  death. 

5.  Ann  Wedderburn,  baptized  17  Oct.  1730,  and  died  unmarried.3 

I  have  now  to  give  an  account  of  Henry  Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  second  son  to  Charles 
Wedderburn  of  Oosford  and  Mary  Wardlaw,  who  succeeded  to  Gosford  when,  owing  to  the 
mental  condition  of  his  cousin,  Sir  Peter,  it  was  clear  that  Pitfirrane  would  become  the 
inheritance  of  Henry's  elder  brother,  John.  It  was  from  his  daughter  and  heiress,  Mary 
Wedderburn,  Lady  Gumming,  that  Gosford  passed  by  sale  to  the  Charteris  family  in  1784 
(see  below)  who  now  possess  it,  so  that  the  account  of  Henry  and  his  issue  not  only 
disposes  of  that  estate  as  a  family  possession,  but  leaves  the  sole  representation  of  the 
first  baronet  of  Gosford  in  the  person  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn-Halkett,  the  fourth  baronet, 
to  whom,  after  my  account  of  Henry,  I  shall  thus  return  (post,  p.  386). 

Henry  Wedderburn  [1722-77],4  afterwards  of  Gosford  (second  son  to  Charles 
Wedderburn  of  Gosford  and  Mary  Wardlaw),  was  baptized  at  Dunfermline  19  July  1722. 
He  was  bred  to  the  sea,5  and  settled  at  Bengal  as  a  free  mariner  soon  after  1740.  Upon 
the  war  with  Suraja  Dowlah  in  1757  he  was  appointed  lieutenant  and  captain  of  the 
Grenadier  Company  of  Militia,  and  in  reward  for  his  then  services  was  in  1758  promoted 
by  the  local  Government  to  the  situation  of  Master  Attendant  of  Marine,  a  post  of  con- 
siderable importance,  which  he  did  not,  however,  hold  it  long  as,  the  rupture  with  the  Dutch 
soon  following,  his  services  were  accepted  by  Colonel  Ford,  who  left  him,  on  the  army 
advancing  to  Chandenagur,  in  command  of  the  forts  of  Janna  and  Tobehannach,  while  in 
the  engagement  terminated  by  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  vessels,  Wedderburn  served  on 
board  of  Captain  Wilson's  ship. 

1  He  is  thus  not  to  be  identified  with  another  and  later  Charles  Wedderburn,  in  the  Indian  army;  cornet 
13  Oct.  1766,  captain  4  April  1773,  died  at  Boggah  1  Jan.  1778  (List  of  Officers  in  the  Indian  Army, 
Longmans  1838),  administration  to  whose  estate,  however,  was  granted  to  his  father,  Charles  Wedder- 
burn, as  next-of-kin,  6  April  1778  {Ind.  Off.  Bengal  Administrations,  No.  12960),  a  further  proof  of 
his  distinction  from  the  above  Charles,  whose  father,  Gosford,  was  long  since  dead  in  1778.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  identify  this  Charles  Wedderburn  who  died  1778. 

-  In  some  other  accounts  the  Christian  name  is  not  given,  e.a..  Scots'  Wag.  1757,  p.  254,  while  in  others, 
again,  Wedderburn  is  omitted  altogether,  as,  for  example,  in  that  of  J.S.  Holwell,  a  survivor,  in 
1758,  and  Orme's  Military  Transactions  in  Indostani,  published  in  1763.  John  Halkett  refers  J.W. 
to  the  Annual  Register,  but  I  can  find  no  such  publication  before  1758. 

3  Qiitere  ?     Is  she  the  person  of  her  name  who  died  and  was  buried  at  Dundee  4  Dec.  1795  (D.M.D.  68). 

1  Synopsis  of  References :— J.W.  50,  80,  81,  83  ;  G.S.R.  145  ;  R.D.  405,  420,  424,  429,  435,  437,  443,  446  ; 
R.A  D.  185  ;  Ed.M.  28 ;  L.W.  3,  8,  12,  13. 

5  The  following  facts  of  his  career  are  taken  from  the  petition  to  the  Court  of  Directors  mentioned  below, 
a  copy  of  which  was  formerly  at  Pearsie,  while  another  is  among  J.W. 'a  papers  (J.W.  83). 
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Part  iv.  He  then  joined  the  army  and  remained  with  it  as  a  volunteer  until  the  hostilities 

Cbap.  i.    were  pVerj  when  he  returned  to  the  merchant  service  as  captain  of  one  of  Henry  Vausittart's 
traders. 

On  advice  of  the  intended  destination  of  a  squadron,  under  Admiral  Keppell, 
against  Mauritius  and  Bourbon,  he  went  on  service  with  stores  and  provisions  for  the  fleet ; 
but  on  this  scheme  being  abandoned,  returned  to  Bombay  to  refit  after  examining  the 
harbour  of  Mauritius.  He  sent  information  as  to  the  harbour  and  the  state  of  the  French 
force  to  Admiral  Cornish  in  July  1762,  when  Cornish  was  preparing  for  his  expedition  to 
Manilla,  and  he  also  dispatched  provisions  to  the  squadron  at  Madras,  whither  he  sailed 
with  ammunition  and  reinforcements  for  the  garrison.  On  his  passage  he  gave  chase  to  a 
French  vessel  of  far  superior  force,  and  after  landing  the  troops  at  Jellicherry,  proceeded 
to  Bombay.  The  Governor  and  Council  there,  who  had  received  intelligence  of  a  French 
squadron  in  Ballasore  roads,  permitted  him  to  fit  out  an  armed  ship  to  watch  the  French 
movements  and  to  protect  the  trade,  and  he  was  so  fortunate  as  to  save  from  the  enemy 
the  Company's  ship  "  Boscawen  "  and  several  country  vessels. 

In  1763  he  succeeded,  as  we  shall  see,  to  the  estate  of  Gosford,  on  his  elder  brother, 
John,  virtually  coming  into  possession  of  Pitfirrane,  but  does  not  seem  to  have  come  home, 
for  on  the  declaration  of  war  with  Cossim  Ally  Carua  in  June  of  that  year  he  offered  to 
raise  a  company  of  volunteers,  composed  of  seamen,  officers,  and  commanders  of  ships, 
and  this  being  the  only  offer  of  the  kind  made,  the  Governor  and  Council  expressed  their 
acceptance  of  it  in  terms  of  strong  approbation.  Within  eight  days  the  company  went 
to  join  the  army,  then  marching  to  Woodamilla,  under  Major  Adams.  After  the  defeat  of 
Cossim  Ally  and  the  fall  of  Patna  in  August,  Captain  Wedderburn  was  ordered  back  to 
Calcutta,  but  on  the  subsequent  meeting  of  the  troops  beside  the  Carumassa  and  their 
retreat  to  Patna  he  returned  to  that  city  and  continued  on  service  till  Lord  Clive  concluded 
peace  in  1765. 

His  services  being  strongly  pressed  on  the  Court  of  Directors  by  a  memorial  from 
himself  and  by  letters  from  those  under  whom  he  had  served,  he  was  at  length,  in  1769, 
restored  to  the  office  of  Master  Intendant  of  Marine,  a  post  which  he  held  until  his  death. 

I  have  already  explained  briefly  (ante,  pp.  376,  383)  how  his  succession  to  Gosford  arose, 
and  shall  give  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  lawsuit  in  regard  to  his  succession  when  I 
come  to  deal  with  his  brother,  Sir  John.  Although  he  did  not  return  home  immediately 
upon  his  succession,  he  did  so  before  1767,  in  which  year,  13  May,  he  is  described  as  "  late 
of  Bengal  "  (R.D.  405),  while  in  the  following  year,  18  Jan.  1768,  he  entered  into  an 
elaborate  contract  with  his  brother  as  to  the  terms  on  which,  in  event  of  the  House  of 
Lords  deciding  in  his  favour,  he  would  take  possession  of  Gosford  (R.D.  435),  and  executed 
a  bond  of  provision  2  Feb.  1768  in  favour  of  his  daughter  Mary,  then  "  his  only  child" 
{ib.  437).  In  this  year,  too,  he  married  at  Edinburgh  his  second  wife  (see  below),  and  at 
once  returned  to  Calcutta  as  appears  from  a  bond  by  him  dated  there  1  Oct.  1769  (R.D. 
446).  Upon  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  being  in  his  favour,  19  March  1770  (post, 
p.  3S7).  he  got  a  great  seal  charter  of  Gosford,  6  Aug.  1771  (G.S.R.  145),  but  did  not 
return  home,  a  factory  by  him  to  his  uncle  of  S.  Germain's  (ante,  p.  376)  to  deal  with  a 
bond  for  £1,000  granted  him  by  Belsches  of  Innermay  being  dated  25  March  1774  (R.D. 
420).  A  year  before  his  death  he  was  endeavouring  to  sell  Gosford,  and  granted  another 
factory  dated  at  Fort  William,  Calcutta,  19  Jan.  1776,  to  his  uncle  of  S.  Germain's,  to  effect 
a  sale  (ib.  424),  but  nothing  was  done  until  after  his  death,  which  occurred  at  Calcutta, 
17  Nov.  1777  (Scots'  Mag.  1778,  p.  221). 

By  his  will,  dated  13  May  1777,  proved  in  London  3  May  1780  (L.W.  3),  and  describing 
him  as  "  of  Calcutta  and  ffort  William  in  Bengal,"  he  bequeaths  certain  jewels  to  his  wife, 
Alice,  at  present  in  Calcutta,  and  the  rest  of  his  property  equally  between  her  and  his 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  then  under  age,  to  whom  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  S.  Germain's  is 
named  a  guardian.  In  event  of  both  his  wife  and  his  said  daughter  predeceasing  him,  his 
property  goes  to  Mary,  wife  of  Col.  John  Cumming,  "now  on  their  way  home  from  India." 

He  was  thrice  married,  viz.  : — 

i.  Probably  about  1 747  to  Alice  (whose  surname  I  have  not  ascertained)'  and  by 

1  "  Many  fruitless  attempts  (says  J.W.  in  his  MS.)  have  been  made  to  discover  this  lady's  name.  The  late 
Wedderburn  of  Pearsie  did  not  mind  it,  though  he  and  Henry  Wedderburn  had  been  intimate  in 
India.  John  Halkett  also,  nephew  to  Henry,  did  not  know  it."  Her  Christian  name  is  given  in  the 
baptismal  register  of  her  daughter,  Mary,  and  there  are  probably  papers  at  Pitfirrane  which  would 
give  her  surname. 
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her,  who  was  living  in  1766   (the  date  of  the  birth  of  her  daughter,  Elizabeth)  but  died  Part  iv. 
before  1768,  had  issue  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  Chap.  I. 

1.  James  Wedderburn,   "  son  of  Captain  Wedderburn,  buried  at  Calcutta  "  13  Oct. 

1751  (Ind.  Off.  Bengal  Burials,  i.,  378). 

2.  Charles  Wedderburn,  "infant,  buried  at  Calcutta"  16  July  1755  (ib.  ii.,  3). 
and 

1.  Mary  Wedderburn,  who,  alone  of  her  mother's  children,  survived,  and  succeeded 

to  Gosford.     See  post,  p.  386. 

2.  Jannetta  "Wedderburn,  "daughter  of  Captain  Wedderburn,"  buried  at  Calcutta 

21  April  1753  (ib.  L,  388). 

3.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  "  daughter  of  Captain  Henry  Wedderburn,"  baptized  at 

Fort  William,  Bengal  20  Aug.  1766  (ib.  Bengal  Bapt.,  ii.,  135),  but  died  before 

1768,  when  her  sister  Mary  is  called  her  father's  "only  child  "  (R.D.  437). 

ii.  At  Edinburgh,  31  Jan.  1768,  to  Mary  Belsches  (Ed.M.  28),  daughter  of  John 

Belsches  of  Innermay^o.Perth^but  by  her,  who  died  at  Calcutta  in  July  1771  and  was  buried 

there  July  28  (Scots'  Mag.,  1771,  p.  165  ;  Ind.  Off.  Bengal  Burials,  ii.,  206),  had  no  issue.2 

hi.  At  Calcutta,  4  March  1773,  to  Alice  Tetley  (Ind.  Off.  Bengal  Marr.,  ii.,  223)3 

and  by  her,  who  survived  him,  but  died  before  1806,4  had  issue  two  daughters, 

1.  Mary  Wedderburn,  "  a  child,"  buried  in  Bengal  3  April  1775  (ib.  ii.  254).5 

2.  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  "daughter  of  Mr.  Henry  Wedderburn,  Master-Attendant 

in  the  Honourable  Company's  service,  and  Alice,  his  wife,  "  baptized  at  Calcutta 
12  March  1776  (ib.  ii.,  263).  She  is  named  in  her  father's  will  of  1777  (L.W.  3), 
and  also  with  her  half  sister,  Mary,  as  one  of  his  heirs  portioners,  in  a  decreet 
of  4  Aug.  1780  (R.A.D.  185).  She  married  Captain  James  Murray,6  but  had  no 
issue.  She  died  before  17  April  1814,  when  her  husband  got,  in  London, 
administration  (L.W.  13)  of  her  estate,  in  which  she  is  described  as  "late  of 
Harrow  Weald,  co.  Middlesex,  but  thereafter  at  Havre  in  Grace  in  France." 

Henry  Wedderburn,  of  Gosford,  was  thus  succeeded  in  Gosford  under  the  entail, 
which  excluded  heirs  portioners,  by  his  eldest  daughter  and  the  only  surviving  child  of 
his  first  marriage, 

1  She  is  described  in  the  register  as  "  now  in  Iron  Kirk  parish." 

s  She  is  said  to  have  died  in  child-bed,  so  that  it  would  appear  that  the  child  died  either  at  its  birth  or 
soon  after. 

3  The  following  letter  among  the  Wan-en  Hastings  M3S.  in   the  British   Museum    (29161,  f.  130),  and 

addressed  to  Mrs.  Hastings,  is,  no  doubt,  from  Mrs.  Wedderburn,  who  was  in  England   after  her 
husband's  death  : — 

Dear  Madam,  I  was  favored  with  your  kind  and  obliging  Letter  of  the  8th  Feb.  1783.  Your 
approbation  of  the  thiugs  sent  out  by  Captain  Gore  must  be  truly  flattering  to  me,  as  your  taste  and 
judgment  has  long  been  the  admiration  of  every  polite  circle  in  Calcutta. 

For  the  good  of  my  country  and  as  a  well  wisher  to  the  India  Company  I  should  be  happy  to 
hear  that  the  Governor  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  continue  in  the  Chair,  but  on  account  of  your 
declining  health,  I  must  heartily  wish  he  may  speedily  return  to  Europe.  If  this  should  take  place  and 
I  can  be  of  the  least  use  to  you  previous  to  your  arrival  or  at  any  time,  I  beg  you  will  not  hesitate. 
I  make  no  doubt  you  have  many  friends  to  offer  their  services,  but  none  I  may  venture  to  say  with 
more  sincerity  than  myself  or  that  will  be  happier  upon  every  occasion  or  shew  their  gratitude  to 
yourself  and  Mr.  Hastings. 

To  describe  the  various  dresses  of  the  Ladies  I  must  leave  to  an  abler  Pen  than  mine  ;  it  seems 
they  breathe  nothing  but  fashion  and  elegance  and  are  grown  so  young  as  not  only  to  appear  in  their 
Sashes  but  their  Shifts  [on  the  opposite  page  is  a  note,  "  A  dress  called  Chemise  a  la  Reiue."] 

I  hope  the  Governor  enjoys  good  Health,  to  whom  I  beg  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  make  my 
respectful  Compliments. 

With  best  Wishes  for  the  recovery  of  your  health  and  that  every  good  may  attend  you,  I  am,/ 
dear  madam,/  yr  most  Obliged  and  /  Obedient  Humble  /  Serv'  /  A.  Wedderburn. 

Turnham  Green,  11  Novr.  1783. 

Docketed  : — Mrs.  Wedderburn,  Turnham  Green,  11  Nov.  1783. 

4  Administration  of  her  estate  was  granted  in  India  to  her  daughter  9  Jan.  1806  (Ind.  Off.  Bengal  Wills, 

No.  11600),  while  her  will,  dated  21  May  1799,  was  proved  in  London,  also  in  1806  (L.  VV.  8,  12).  It 
describes  her  as  a  widow,  late  of  Upper  Seymour  Street  and  now  embarking  for  Bengal.  She  leaves 
all  to  her  daughter,  Elizabeth,  whom  failing  to  her  brother,  Captain  James  Tetley,  and  her  sister, 
Elizabeth  Carrick,  widow.  Administration  of  her  goods  was  also  granted  17  Oct.  1814  to  her  son-in- 
law,  Captain  Murray,  and  describes  her  as  formerly  of  Hatton  Garden,  then  of  Windsor,  then  of 
Upper  Seymour  Street,  and  late  of  Seelut  Guuge,  East  Indies  "  (L.W.  12). 

5  I  assume  this  to  be  their  daughter,  though  the  entry  does  not  give  her  parentage. 

"  J.W.  says  that  the  ring  engraved  "  P.W.  1571  "  (post,  Part  v.,  chap,  ii),  given  to  him  by  Wedderburn 
of  Pearsie,  had  been  received  by  Pearsie  from  this  James  Murray,  who  is  said  to  have  been  a  nephew 
of  John,  Duke  of  Athole. 

3  B 
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Part  iv.  Mary  Wedderburn  [1748 — ],  who    was    baptized    at    Calcutta  27   June  1748.1 

Chap.  I.  gne  jg  name(j  as  her  father's  only  child  in  his  bond  of  provision  to  her  2  Feb.  1768 
(R.D.  437),  and  is  also  mentioned  in  his  will  of  1777,  as  then  on  her  way  home  from  India 
with  her  husband.  After  her  father's  death  she  sold  Gosford  in  order  to  pay  his  debts 
CT.W.  81),  and  for  that  purpose  granted  a  commission  to  an  Edinburgh  agent, 
30  Sept.  1778  (R.D.  429).  Among  the  creditors  was  her  uncle  Sir  John,  who  got  a 
decreet  against  her  and  her  sister  for  £15,000  stg.  due  by  their  father  (R.A.D.  185). 
Gosford  was  sold  at  a  judicial  sale  to  Alexander  Farquharson,  an  Edinburgh  accountant, 
from  whom  it  was  purchased  in  1784  by  Francis,  fifth  Earl  of  Wemyss,  in  whose  family  it 
has  since  remained,  "  adorned  (says  J.W.  in  his  MS.)  with  an  extensive  mansion  erected 
on  a  less  favourable  spot  than  that  where  the  former  dwelling  stood.2  The  lands  and 
barony  of  Innerwick  and  Thornetoun  were  also  sold  in  1782  (R.D.  443). 

Mary  Wedderburn  married  between  2  Feb.  1768,  when  she  is  not  named  as  married 
(R.D.  437),  and  13  May  1777,  when  she  is  so  named  (L.W.  3),  Lt.-Col.  Sir  John  Gumming,  in 
the  service  of  the  East  India  Company.  I  have  not  ascertained  the  date  of  either  his  or  her 
death,  but  there  was  issue  of  the  marriage,  according  to  J.W.'s  MS.,  on  the  authority  of 
John  Halkett  (J.W.  814),  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  the  former  were,  1, 
Henry,  married  Miss  Latour  and  had  issue ;  2,  Alexander,  d.  unm.  ;  3,  John  Peter, 
wrecked  off  the  coast  of  Italy,  Dec.  1828,  unm.  ;  while  the  daughters  were,  1,  Mary, 
married  Arthur  Forbes  of  Culloden,  and  d.s.p.  18  Jan.  1838;  2,  Caroline,  married  James 
Dewar  and  had  issue ;  and  3,  Janet,  married  Francis  Dundas,  second  son  to  Robert 
Dundas  of  Armiston  and  brother  of  Philip  Dundas,  who  married  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Balindean  (ante,  p.  293). 

I  now  return  to  Henry  Wedderburn's  eldest  brother,  who  became,  as  I  have  said,  the 
sole  representative  in  male  line  of  the  first  baronet  of  Gosford.     He  was 

Sir  John  Wedderfourn-Halkett  [1720-93], 3  fourth  baronet  of  Gosford,  who 
succeeded  to  the  title  on  the  death  of  his  cousin,  Sir  Peter,  and  who  had  already  in  1763 
entered  into  possession  of  Pitfirrane,  during  Sir  Peter's  life.  He  was  born  at  Pitfirraue  and 
baptized  at  Dunfermline,  in  Aug.  1720  (ante,  p.  382,  n.  3),  and  is,  I  think,  the  person  of  his 
name  who  matriculated  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1738  (S.  A.R.  41).  He  then  entered  the  army,  and 
was  a  lieutenant  in  Sir  John  Bruce's  regiment  in  1748,  being  so  described  in  a  factory,  1 4  Oct., 
to  him  by  his  father  to  uplift  the  rents  of  Gosford  (R.D.  371),  but  by  19  March  1752  was 
a  captain  in  General  Halket's  regiment  (R.D.  376). 4  He  succeeded  to  Gosford  on  his 
father's  death,  being  retoured  heir  to  him  20  June  1754  (R.H.  36),  and  is  thereafter  so 
designed^  e.g.,  in  a  factory  by  him  to  his  agent  to  collect  the  Gosford  rents,  etc.,  12  Nov. 
1754  (R.D.  ~391).5  He  got  a  great  seal  charter  of  the  property,  10  Dec.  1754  (G.S.R.  140), 
and  in  the  following  year  disponed  Ballincrieff  to  Patrick,  Lord  Elibank,  10  May  1755 
(R.D.  393).  He  was,  no  doubt,  a  good  deal  away  at  this  time  with  his  regiment,  and 
thus  granted  a  commission  to  his  uncle  Alexander  and  another  to  manage  his  affairs  during 
his  absence,  13  Sept.  1756  (R.D.  384),  and  though  he  was  home  early  in  1758,  the  date  of 
his  first  marriage  (see  below),  we  find  his  commissioner  granting  a  tack  of  Spital  on  his 
behalf  3-5  March  1759  (R.D.  427).  In  1762  he  acquired  the  estate  of  Balmule  in  the  parish 
of  Dunfermline  by  disposition  dated  Feb.  1 5  (R.D.  297),  and  confirmed  by  great  seal  charter, 
Feb.  23  (G.S.R.  141),  on  which  sasine  followed  March  24  (G.R.S.  76).  There  is  an  agree- 
ment, 18-19  July  1763,  made  by  him  as  proprietor  of  Balmule  and  curator  to  his  cousin, 
Sir  Peter,  with  Chalmers  of  Luscar  as  to  the  coal  of  Balmule  (R.D.  414,  421),  a  property 
which  was  no  doubt  acquired  in  view  of  the  certainty  of  Gosford's  succession  to  Pitfirrane, 
to  which  allusion  has  already  been  made. 

By  the  1706  entails  of  Gosford  and  Pitfirrane  it  was  provided  that  the  two  estates 
should  never  be  possessed  by  one  member  of  the  family,  and  that  in  event  of  it  ever 
happening  that  the  one  estate  should  fall  by  inheritance  to  the  owner  of  the  other,  such 

1  See  Ind.  Off.  Beng.  Bapt.,  i.,  342,  which  describes  her  as  "  Mary,  daughter  of  Captain  Henry  Wedderburn 

and  Alice,  his  wife." 
-  See  letter,  Ediu.  1  Sept.  1824,  from  John  Russell,  Lord  Wemyss'  agent,  among  J.W.'s  papers  in  my 

possession. 

3  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  674-75  ;  J.W.  80,  82  ;  S.A.R.  41  ;  G.S.R.  140,  141,  145  ;  R.H.  36,  41, 

43,  44;    G.R.S.   76;    R.D.    371,  376,  382,  384,  391,  393,  397,  406,  408,  414,  418,  421,  427,  433, 
435-36,  441-43  ;  R.A.D.  185;  Ed.M.  26,  27,  29,  30;  Ed.B.  36,37;  Ab.P.R.  18n  ;  Ed.T.  10,  14. 

4  His  christian  name  is  wrongly  given  as  Peter  in  this  entry. 

5  He  was  also  executor  to  his  father's  will  in  1756  (Ed.T.  10),  and  so  acted  in  1757  (R.D.  382).     The 

Gosford  charities  are  referred  to  as  being  kept  up  in  his  life  (ante,  p.  375,  n.  2,  and  Ab.P.R.  18n). 
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owner  was  to  be  bound  to  denude  himself  of  one  of  the  two  properties  in  favour  of  the  Part  iv. 
next  heir  of  entail.  In  1753-54  John  Wedderburn  had  succeeded  to  Gosford,  but  when  ChaP- li. 
in  1760  his  cousin,  Francis  Halkett  of  Pitfirrane,  died,  the  only  life  between  him  and  the 
succession  to  Pitfirrane  was  that  of  Sir  Peter,  the  condition  of  whose  mind  was  incurable. 
John  Wedderburn  was  at  once  appointed  curator  to  Sir  Peter,  and  practically  then  entered 
into  possession  of  Pitfirrane,1  and  the  question  thus  arose  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  spirit  of  the  1706  entails,  and  also  to  a  1751  entail  by  the  second  baronet,  John 
ought  not  to  at  once  give  up  Gosford  to  his  younger  brother,  Henry.  The  "  law  papers  " 
in  the  suit  1761-62  are  among  J.W.'s  papers  (J.W.  80),  and  the  material  extracts  from 
them  are  given  in  vol.  ii.  of  this  work.  J.W.  says  that  the  Court  of  Session  decided  in 
favour  of  Henry,  but  this  cannot  be  so,  as  when  the  case  went  up  to  the  Lords 
in  1770,  it  was  Henry  and  his  uncle,  Alexander,  who  were  the  appellants,2  and  John 
is  still  designed  of  Gosford.  as  he  is  also  in  1769  (R.D.  406,  408,  418).  There  is  also  a 
contract,  18  Jan.  1768,  between  John  and  his  brother  as  to  the  terms  on  which  Gosford  is 
to  be  relinquished,  if  Henry's  appeal  succeeds  (R  D.  435).  I  haye  no  note  of  the  judgment 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  but  it  was  in  favour  of  Henry,  and  thus  soon  after  it  we  find  John 
spoken  of  as  "Wedderburn  of  Gosford  or  Halkett  of  Pitfirrane,  e.g.,  6  Aug.  1770 
(R.D.  441),  while  in  his  retour  as  heir  of  tailzie  and  provision  general  to  his  cousin  Francis, 
11  Oct.  1770,  he  is  termed  "John  Halkett,  once  Wedderburn"  (R.H.  41),  and  after  the 
great  seal  charter  of  Gosford  to  Henry,  6  Aug.  1771  (G.S.R.  145),  John  is  always  called 
Halkett  or  Wedderburn-Halkett  of  Pitfirrane.  He  succeeded  to  the  baronetcy  on  the 
death  of  Sir  Peter  in  1779.3 

There  are  three  references  to  him  in  the  later  years  of  his  life,  e.g.,  4  Aug.  1780,  when 
he  gets  a  decree  v.  the  daughters  of  his  late  brother  Henry  (R.A.D.  185)  ;  1782,  when  he 
is  named  re  the  affairs  of  his  niece,  Lady  Cumming  (R.D.  443),  and  21  Sept.,  27  Oct.  1787 
when  he  writes  to  Alexander  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  178)  as  to 
the  enrolment  of  "  my  two  sons  "  as  burgesses  of  Cupar  and  as  to  the  education  of  his  son, 
John  Halkett  (S.W.  674-75). 

He  died  at  Pitfirrane  7  Aug.  1793  (R.H.  43  ;  Gent.  Mag.  p.  773  ;  Scots'  Mag.  p.  414  ; 
Europ.  Mag.  p.  159),  and  was  buried  in  Dunfermline  Abbey.  His  portrait,  by  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds,  is  at  Pitfirrane,  as  also  is  a  picture  of  him,  his  second  wife,  and  his  fourteen 
children,  all  engaged  in  dancing  a  reel,  painted  by  David  Allen  in  1777-81. 4 

Sir  John  Wedderburn  or  Halkett  was  twice  married  ;  i.  At  Brunstain  House,  near 
Edinburgh,  5  Feb.  1758,  to  Elizabeth  Fletcher5  (Ed.M.  26 ;  Scots'  Mag.  p.  50), 
youngest  daughter  of  Andrew  Fletcher  of  Saltoun,  Lord  Milton,  a  senator  of  the  College 

1  Thus  in  tbe  Dunfermline  Council  Records  : — 1763.  Aug.  17-  "The  Council  appoint  Provost  Turnbull 
and  others  to  wait  upon  Capt.  John  Wedderburn  and  Capt.  Archibald  Grant  for  the  purpose  of 
Teuing  from  each  of  them  a  coal  fold  at  their  respective  piers  of  Lymkilns." 

-  The  case,  having  gone  to  the  House  of  Lords,  was  heard  19  March  1770.  The  Appellants  were 
"  Henry  Wedderburn,  second  son  of  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  deceased,  and  Alexander 
Wedderburn  of  St.  Germain's";  and  the  Respondents,  "Sir  Peter  Halket  of  Pitfirrane,  Bart., 
Alexander  Hart,  his  curator  ad  litem,  and  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford."  The  two  "cases"  on 
either  side  are  still  extant  (copies  in  the  Inner  Temple  Library).  They  recite  (1)  the  entail  of  Sept.  9 
1706  on  Peter,  Charles  and  James,  the  three  sons  of  Sir  Peter  and  Lady  Wedderburn-Halkett, 
successively,  whom  failing,  on  "  their  three  daughters "  Janet,  Agnes  and  Christian.  (2)  The 
marriage  in  his  father's  lifetime  of  Peter  with  Lady  ^Emilia  Stewart  and  the  issue  of  that 
marriage,  Peter  (the  third  baronet),  Francis,  who  d.  unm.  in  1760,  and  James,  who  (it  is  stated) 
died  in  1758.  (3)  The  Respondents'  "  case  "  begins  thus  :  "Sir  Peter  Wedderburn,  Bart.,  married 
Janet  Halket,  heiress  of  Pitfirrane,  and  had  issue  by  her  four  sons,  Peter,  after  Sir  Peter  Halket, 
Charles,  father  of  the  respondent  John  and  the  Appellant  Henry,  James  now  dead  without  issue, 
and  4thly  the  appellant  Alexander  "  (See  also  the  printed  journals  of  the  House  of  Lords,  9  and  10 
Geo.  III.,  vol.  xxxii.,  pp.  1746,  179a,  3996,  4005,  4826). 

3  Thus  the  reference  to  him  as  Sir  John  in  the  trust  disposition  of  his  uncle  Alexander  to  him  and  others 

in  1778  is  either  inaccurate  or  refers  to  the  date  of  registration,  1780  (R.D.  436).     See  also  as  to  this 
trusteeship,  R.D.  433,  442. 

4  His  youngest  son  Thomas  was  not  born  till  after  the  picture  was  nearly  finished,  but  was  painted  in  by  the 

artist,  and  lies  an  infant  in  long  clothes  on  his  mother's  knee. 
6  She  is  often  named  in  the  autobiography  of  Alexander  Carlyle,  who  calls  her  (pp.  259,  261),  "  one  of  the 
first  females  in  point  of  understanding  as  well  as  heart  that  ever  fell  in  my  way  to  be  intimately 
acquainted  with."  So  again  he  writes  (p.  330),  "  Early  in  the  year  1758  my  favourite  in  the  house 
of  Brunstane  changed  her  name,  for  on  the  6th  of  February  she  was  married  to  Captain  John 
Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  Lord  Milton  and  all  her  friends,  as  he  was  a 
man  of  superior  character,  had  then  a  good  fortune  and  the  prospect  of  a  better,  which  was  fulfilled 
not  long  afterwards  when  he  succeeded  to  the  title  and  estate  oi  Pitferran  by  the  name  of  Sir  John 
Halkett.      As  I  was  frequently  at  Brunstane  about  this  time,  I  became  the  confidant  of  both  the 
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Part  iv.  of  Justice  and  afterwards  Lord  Justice  Clerk  and  Keeper  of  H.M.  signet  for  Scotland,  and 
Chap.  i.  by  hei>j  who  died  16  Dec   175g,  and  wag  buried  at  Aberlady  Dec.  21  (Ab.P.R.  18),2  had 

issue  one  daughter. 

Elizabeth  Charlotte  Wedderburn  or  Halkett,  born  12  Dec.  1758,3  and  died 
6  Feb.  1850.4  She  married,  in  1779,  the  Marquis  de  Lally  ToUendal?  Peer  of 
France,  Minister  of  State,  Member  of  the  Privy  Council,  &c,  who  threw  up  his 
employments,  and  emigrated  from  France,  having  addressed  the  National  Assembly 
9  Oct.  1789  and  strongly  denounced  the  atrocities  of  that  time  (Scott's  Napoleon, 
vol.  i.,  p.  201-2.  Genealogy  of  Count  d'Aux  de  Lescont,  p.  41).  The  issue  of  this 
marriage  was  two  daughters,  viz.,  Elizabeth  Felicite  Claude,  who  m.  Henry 
Raymond,  Count  d'Aux  de  Lescont,  and  had  issue ;  and  another  who  (says  J.W. 
in  his  MS.)  "  was  resident  in  England  and  unmarried,  as  far  as  I  remember  John 
Halkett's  account  of  her." 

ii.  At  Edinburgh,  28  March  1762,  Mary  Hamilton,  daughter  to  the  Hon.  John 
Hamilton,  advocate  (R.D.  435  n;  Ed.M.  27),6  (second  son  to  Thomas,  sixth  Earl  of 
Haddington,  by  Margaret,  daughter  to  Sir  John  Home  of  Blackadder),  and  by  her  who 
died  at  Dalmahoy,  near  Edinburgh,  3  Dec.  1803, 7  and  was  buried  in  Dunfermline  Abbey, 
had  issue  six  sons  and  seven  daughters.     The  sons  were, 

1.  Charles  Halkett,  afterwards  of  Pitfirrane,  and  fifth  baronet  of  Gosford  (see  post, 

p.  389). 

2.  Peter  Halkett,  afterwards  of  Pitfirrane,  and  sixth  baronet  of  Gosford  (see  post, 

p.   389). 

3.  John  Halkett,  who   married   and  had  issue,  now  extinct  in  male  line  (see  post, 

p.   392). 

4.  Henry  Halkett  [1770—1818].      He  was  born  at  Pitfirrane  in  April  1770,s  and 

entered  the  military  service  of  the  East  India  Company,  where  he  rose  to  the 
rank  of  captain.  He  died  unmarried  in  Cecil  Street,  London,  22  Aug.  1818 
(Scots'  Mag. ;  Gent.  Mag.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  378  ;  Blackivood's  Mag.,  p.  379)  ;  I  do  not 
know  where  he  was  buried. 

5.  Alexander  Halkett  (b.  1776,  d.   1851),  afterwards  Sir  Alexander,  G.C.H.      His 

issue  is  now  extinct  in  the  male  line  (see  post,  p.  393). 

parties,  and  the  bride  was  desirous  to  have  rue  to  tie  the  nuptial  knot.  But  this  failed,  through  Lord 
Milton's  love  of  order,  which  made  him  employ  the  parish  minister,  Bennet  of  Duddingtou.  This 
she  wrote  me  with  much  regret  on  the  morning  of  her  marriage,  but  added,  that  as  on  that  day  she 
would  become  mistress  of  a  house  of  her  own,  she  insisted  that  I  should  meet  her  there,  and  receive 
her  when  she  entered  the  house  of  Gosford."  And  finally  (p.  3S4),  1758  Dec,  "  After  I  returned 
from  Inverary,  I  visited  my  friend  Mrs.  Wedderburn,  whom,  to  my  great  grief,  I  found  low  and 
dejected.  The  Captain  had  been  obliged  to  join  his  regiment  in  the  West  Indies  in  the  spring,  where 
there  was  much  fighting,  and  she  had  not  heard  of  him  for  some  time.  She  was  brought  to  bed  of  a 
daughter  early  in  December,  and  died  of  a  fever  at  that  time,  universally  regretted,  and  never  to  be 
forgotten  by  those  who  were  intimately  acquainted  with  her." 

1  Scots'  Mag.,  p.  660,  gives  the  date  as  18  Dec,  and  describes  her  as  "  wife  of  Captain  John  Wedderburn 

of  Gos6ford,  who  is  now  abroad  in  the  West  India  expedition  under  the  command  of  Major-General 
Hopson."     Playfair  in  his  Baronetage  says  he  was  at  the  taking  of  the  island  of  Guadaloupe  in  1758. 

2  The  register  terms  her  "  Mrs.   Wedderburn,   junior."      Her  will  was  given  up  by  her  daughter   and 

confirmed  at  Edinburgh  20  Dec.  1780  (Ed.T.  14). 

3  Scots'  Mag.,  p.  660,  says  she  was  born  at  Edinburgh,  but  this  is  probably  inaccurate.     Her  mother  was 

certainly  buried  at  Aberlady,  and  it  seems,  therefore,  that  the  place  of  her  death  and  her  daughter's 
birth  was  Gosford, 

4  There  is  a  portrait  of  her  at  Pitfirrane  and  four  miniatures  of  her  are  in  the  possession  of  Miss  K.  E. 

Halkett  (post,  p.  393). 

5  "  The  Marquis  of  Lally  Tollendal  (says  J.W.  in  a  note  to  his  MS. ,  dated  30  April  1830),  recently  created  a 

Knight  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  King  of  France,  has  lately  died  at  Paris  as  full  of  honours  as  of 
years,  leaving  many  literary  works  to  prove  his  talents,  and  a  character  which  has  gained  him  the 
appellation  of  the  '  eloquent  and  noble '  from  one  of  his  most  distinguished  contemporaries. 
He  compiled  some  account  of  his  family,  which  was  ancient,  and  gave  a  printed  copy  of  the 
memoir  to  Sir  James  Webster  Wedderburn,  whom  he  met  in  Paris  (J.W.  82).  He  had  also  some 
correspondence  with  the  late  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  with  the  kind  but  fruitless  intention 
of  healing  the  breach  between  him  and  his  nephew,  Sir  James.  It  was,  however,  too  late  to  change 
opinions  which,  however  founded,  age  had  strengthened." 
"  Lady  Wedderburn-Halkett  was  served  heiress  to  her  father  (d.  11  Feb.  1772)  29  March  1796  and  9  April 
1801  (R.H.  44).     She  is  also  named  in  1780  (R.D.  435  n). 

7  See  Gent.  Mag.,  p.  1192  :  Europ.  Mag.,  p.  487,  and  Ann.  Reg.,  vol.  xlv.,  p.  529,  giving  the  date  as  Dec.  1. 

8  A  blank  entry,  headed  "John  Wedderburn,  Esq.,  of  Gosfoord  "  and  dated  April  1770  in  the  Dunfermline 

register  of  baptisms  (orig.  rec),  may  refer  to  him  or  to  his  sister  Amelia, 
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6.  Thomas  Halkett  [1778?— 1800-1],  who  was  bora  about  1778.     He  entered  the  Partiv. 
East  India  Company's  Civil  Service  at  Bengal  1   Oct.   1796,  and  was  appointed  chaP- '- 
Collector  of  Sarun  17  Dec.  1798.     He  died  unmarried  at  Calcutta  1800-1.1 
The  daughters  were, 

1.  Margaret  Halkett,  born  in  1763,  and  died  unmarried  at  Barham  Wood,  12  Aug. 

1846  (Gent.  Mag.,  p.  443). 

2.  Mary  Halkett,  born  at  Pitfirrane,  and  baptized   in    Dunfermline  27  Jan.  1767 

(Dunf.  Par.  Reg.).  Died  unmarried  at  Pitfirrane  in  July  1798  (Gent.  Mag.). 
Buried  in  Dunfermline  Abbey  (Inscr.,  post,  p.  391). 

3.  Janet  Halkett,  born  at  Pitfirrane  and  baptized  in  Dunfermline   21  April  1769 

(Dunf.  Par.  Reg.).  Died  unmarried  25  April  1785  (Scots'  Mag.,  p.  257  ;  Europ. 
Mag.,  p.  387).     I  have  not  ascertained  the  place  of  her  death  and  burial. 

4.  Amelia  Halkett,  born  about  1770-71  (see  ante,  p.  388,  n.  8),  and  died  unmarried 

at  Pitfirrane,  14  June  1787  (Gent.  Mag.;  and  Scots'  Mag.,  p.  311).  Buried  in 
Dunfermline  Abbey  (Inscr.,  post,  p.  391). 

5.  Katherine  Halkett,  born  at  Pitfirrane  17  Oct.  1773,  and  baptized  in  Dunfermline 

1  Nov.  following  (Dunf.  Par.  Reg.)  Died  unmarried  at  Pitfirrane,  4  Dec.  1789 
(Scots'  Mag.,  p.  621).     Buried  in  Dunfermline  Abbey  (Inscr.,  post,  p.  391). 

6.  Sholto  Charlotte  Halkett,  born  in  1774,  as  appears  by  her  age  at  her  death. 

She  married  (i)  at  Edinburgh  5  April  1800  (Gent.  Mag.,  p.  587)  Lt.-Col.  James 
Pringle  (son  of  Robert  Pringle  of  Edgefield,  a  Lord  of  Session),  afterwards  General 
Sir  James  Pringle,  in  the  East  India  Company's  service,  and  by  him  had  issue 
three  daughters,  viz.,  Mary,  who  married  Charles  Heard  Beague,  R.E.,  of  Hollam, 
Dulverton,  co.  Somerset,  and  had  an  only  child,  Charlotte  Mary,  who  married  her 
mother's  first  cousin,  John  Thomas  Douglas  Halkett  (post,  p.  392) ;  Charlotte, 
who  married  Admiral  Trotter  of  Porchester  Terrace,  London ;  and  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Captain  O'Halloran  of  Leamington.  Lady  Pringle  married  (ii),  4  Dec. 
1818,  Stewart  Boone  Inglis  (Gent.  Mag.,  Ixxxviii.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  560),  but  by  him  had 
no  issue.     She  died  8  Oct.  1853,  aged  79. 

7.  Helen  Halkett,  born  at  Pitfirrane  1  Nov.  1777,  and  baptized  in  Dunfermline  on  the 

17th  of  that  month  (Dunf.  Par.  Reg.).  She  died  unmarried  at  Little  Bookham, 
co.  Surrey  (the  residence  of  her  nephew  Dunbar  Halkett,  post,  p.  393),  22-23  Dec. 
1867,  and  is  there  buried  (see  Gent.  Mag.,  N.S.  v.,  p.  256).2 

Sir  John  Wedderburn-Halkett  was  thus  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son, 
Sir  Charles  Halkett  of  Pitfirrane  [1764 — 1837],  fifth  baronet  of  Gosford.  He 
was  born  at  Pitfirrane  6  June  1764.  and  baptized  at  Dunfermline  13  June  (Dunf.  Par. 
Reg.).  He  entered  in  the  army  and  was  for  a  time  in  the  21  st  Regiment  of  Dragoons 
(BL  81).  He  was  served  heir  to  his  father  8  Aug.  1794  (R.H.  43),  and  to  his  mother 
23  April  1804  (ib.  45).  He  died  at  Pitfirrane  26  January  1837  (R.H.  52),  and  was  buried 
in  Dunfermline  Abbey.  He  never  married,  and  was  thus  succeeded  in  his  title  and  estates 
by  his  next  brother, 

Sir  Peter  Halkett  of  Pitfirrane  [1765 — 1839],  sixth  baronet  of  Gosford.  He  was 
born  at  Pitfirrane  16  Oct.  1765  and  baptized  at  Dunfermline  23  Oct.  (Dunf.  Par.  Reg.). 
He  entered  the  navy  and  became  postcaptain  after  serving  in  various  parts  of  the  world, 
and  was  later  promoted  to  be  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue  12  Aug.  1812  ;  of  the  White 
11  June  1814;  of  the  Red  in  1821,  and  Vice-Admiral  of  the  same  in  1825,  1826,  and 
1830  respectively.  In  1S32  he  was  appointed  KGB.  (military  division)  and  G.C.H. 
(Knight  Grand  Cross  Guelphic  Order).  On  6  Dec.  1835  he  succeeded  Admiral  Sir  George 
Cockburn  as  commander-in-chief  on  the  West  India  and  Halifax  station;  and  became 
Admiral  of  the  Blue  10  Jan.  1837  (O'Brian's  Naval  Diet.).  On  Jan.  26  of  that  year  he 
succeeded  his  elder  brother,  Sir  Charles,  in  his  title  and  estates,  being  served  heir  to  him 
26  July  1837  (R.H.  52).  He  died  7  Oct.  1839  (R.H.  53)  and  was  buried  in  Dunfermline 
Abbey.     (Inscr.,  post,  p.  391.) 

1  See  Dodwell  and  Mills'  List  of  Benr/al  Civil  Servants,  1780—1838  ;  Scots'  Mag.,  1801,  p.  886  ;  Gent.  Mag., 

1801,  p.  1149,  aud  Dunf.  Abbey  tablet  (post,  p.  391). 

2  The  inscription  in  Dunfermline  Abbey  inaccurately  gives  her  age  as  ninety-one  ;  she  was  in  her  ninety- 

first  year. 
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Part  iv.  He  married1  at  Edinburgh,  14  Oct.  1802  {Scots'  Mag.,  p.  937),  Elizabeth  Todd, 

Chap.  I.  y0unger  daughter  of  the  late  William  Todd  of  Millhill  (and  sister  of  the  first  wife  of  his 

brother,  John  Halkett,  post,  p.  392),  and  by  her,  who  died  at  Clifton  26  April  1814  {Gent. 

Mag.,  i.,  p.  519  ;  Scuts'  Mag.,  p.  559,  "April  28  ")  and  was  buried  in  Bath  Abbey,  where 

there  is  a  tablet  to  her  memory,  had  issue  one  son  and  two  daughters, 
John  Halkett,  afterwards  Sir  John.     See  below. 

and 

1.  Jane  Margaret  Halkett,  born  at  Edinburgh  5  Jan.  1806  (Gent.  Mag.,  p.  87  ; 

Scots'  Mag.,  1806,  p.  155  ;  Ann.  Reg.,  vol.  48,  p.  464).  She  married  Captain  Richard 
Kirwan  Hill,  late  of  the  52nd  regiment,  of  the  family  of  St.  Columbs,  co.  London- 
derry, Ireland,  and  by  him,  who  died  in  1842,  had  issue  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  the  eldest  married  her  cousin,  Sir  Peter  Arthur  Halkett,  eighth 
baronet  (see  below).  Mrs.  Hill  died  at  Barham  Wood  3  May  1S57  and  was 
buried  at  Elstree,  co.  Herts. 

2.  Mary  Emily  Elizabeth  Halkett,  born  7  Sept.  1811   (Scots'  Mag.  p.  796).     She 

married  10  July  1839,  Robert  Henry  Stuart  Jackson,  captain  97th  regiment,  by 
whom  she  had  issue  four  sons  and  four  daughters.     She  died  at  North  Kilworth,  near 
Rugby,  17  April  1888,  and  is  buried  there. 
The  son, 

Sir  John  Halkett  of  Pitfirrane,  seventh  baronet  of  Gosford,  was  born  15  Jan.  1805 
(Scots'  Mag.,  p.  74).  He  was  a  commander  in  the  navy,  and  was  returned  heir  to  his 
father  24  Feb.  1840  (R.H.  53).  He  died  at  Southampton  4  Aug.  1847  (R.H.  55,  58)  and 
is  there  buried. 

He  married  at  Catherington  Church,  co.  Hants,  8  April  1831 ,  Amelia  Hood  Conway, 
daughter  to  General  Conway  of  H.M.  53rd  regiment,  and  by  her,  who  died  13  Feb.  1880 
at  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight,  and  is  buried  there,  had  issue  three  sons  and  two  daughters, 

1.  Peter  Arthur  Halkett,  afterward  and  presently  Sir  Peter  Arthur  Halkett,  eighth 

baronet.     See  below. 

2.  George  Halkett,  born  4  Sept.  1839,  but  died  of  bronchitis  at  Lausanne  in  Switzer- 

land 8  Feb.  1858  (Gent.  Mag.,  vol.  4,  p.  341),  and  is  there  buried. 

3.  Wedderburn  Halkett,  born  in  Oct.  1844  and  died  11  Dec.  1853  (Gent.Mag.  p.  Ill); 

buried  at  Kensal  Green, 
and 

1.  Amelia  Halkett,  living  unmarried  1898. 

2.  Katherine  Halkett,  born  1832,  died  at  Pitfirrane  27  Jan.  1843,  and  is  buried  at 

Dunfermline  Abbey. 

Sir  John  was  thus  succeeded  by  his  eldest  and  only  surviving  son, 
Sir  Peter  Arthur  Halkett  of  Pitfirrane,  eighth  baronet  of  Gosford,  who  was  born 
1  May  1834  and  educated  at  Cheltenham  College.  He  entered  the  army,  81st  Regiment, 
in  1851,  but  exchanged  into  the  42nd,  "Black  Watch,"  and  with  it  served  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  Crimean  War,  carrying  the  colours  of  the  regiment  at  the  battle  of  Alma, 
and  receiving  the  Crimean  medal  with  three  clasps  and  the  Sardinian  and  Turkish 
war  medals.  He  was  afterwards  captain  in  the  3rd  Light  Dragoons,  into  which  he 
exchanged  on  the  42nd  going  to  India  (1857).  He  is  lieut.-col.  commanding  the  Fife 
Artillery  Militia,  and  captain  of  the  Fife  Mounted  Rifle  Volunteers.  He  is  also  com- 
mander of  the  Royal  order  of  Isabella  la  Catolica  of  Spain.  He  was  returned  heir  to  his 
father  21  Feb.  1848  (R.H.  55)  and  again  6-8  Feb.  1871  (ib.  58). 

He  married  at  Elstree  Church,  co  Herts,  6  May  1856,  his  cousin,  Eliza  Anna  Hill, 
eldest  daughter  to  Captain  Richard  Kirwan  Hill  (see  above),  and  by  her  has  had  issue  one 
son  and  five  daughters.     The  son, 

Wedderburn  Conway  Halkett,  was  born  at  Shenley  Lodge,  co.  Herts,  1  Feb. 
1857,  baptized  at  Elstree,  co.  Herts,  and  educated  at  Eton.  He  entered  the 
army  1879,  and  was  lieutenant  and  captain  in  the  79th  Highlanders,  and  also  in 
Fife  Artillery  Militia.  He  died  (of  illness  contracted  upon  the  Nile  expedition)  at 
Woolstone,  Hants,  23  Aug.  1885,  having  married  at  Ewell,  co.  Surrey,  31  Aug. 
1881,  Jessie  Elizabeth  Lempriere,  daughter  of  Colonel  Arthur  Reid  Lempriere, 
R.E.,  and  by  her  (living  1898)  had  issue  a  son, 

1  He  was  captain  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  and  in  1809  was  in  command  of  H.M.S.  "  Ganges,"  and 
residing  at  Catherington  Hall,  co.  Hants,  where  he  still  was  in  1814.  See  Gent  Mag.,  1809,  p.  891  s., 
notice  of  the  death  of  his  wife's  brother,  John  James  Todd  of  Chesterfield  Street,  Mayfair,  W. 
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Arthur  Wedderburn  Halkett,  born  at  Gibraltar  in  1882,  but  died  at  Cam-  Part  iv. 
berley,  co.  Hants,  15  Oct.  1886,  and  is  there  buried.  Chap.  i. 

Of  the  daughters  of  Sir  Arthur  Halkett, 

1.  Adelaide  Prances  Halkett  was  born  at  Pitfirrane  13  April  1858,  and  baptized  at 

Dunfermline. 

2.  Helen  Margaret  Halkett  was  born  at  Pitfirrane  21  Sept.  1859,  and  baptized  at 

Dunfermline. 

3.  Katherine  Margaret  Halkett  was  born  at  Pitfirrane  19  May  1861,  but  died 

there  22-23  July  1867,  and  was  buried  in  Dunfermline  Abbey.1 

4.  Madeline  Halkett  was  born  at  Pitfirrane  22  Oct.  1862,  and  baptized  at  Dunfermline. 

5.  Mabel  Halkett  was  born  at  Pitfirrane  17  May  1868,  and  baptized  at  Dunfermline. 


Inscription  on  three  panels  inserted  on  north  wall  of  nave,  Dunfermline  Abbey. 

Centre. 

Fides  Sufficit.     Burial  Place  of  the  Pitfirrane  Family. 

The  mortal  remains  of  such  of  this  family  as  had  from  the  fourteenth  century  been  interred  in  the 
cemetery  adjoining  Dunfermline  Abbey,  were  in  1818  removed  and  deposited  near  this  spot.2 

Of  those  who  had  been  there  interred  Sir  Peter  Halkett,  1st  Bart.,  died  1745  set.  85.3  Lady  Halkett 
his  spouse. 

The  Lady  Amelia,  widow  of  Sir  Peter  2nd  Bart.,  who  with  his  youngest  son  James,4  fell  at  the  head 
of  his  regiment  (44th  Foot)  in  the  defeat  of  General  Braddock  near  Fort  Du  Quesne  on  the  banks  of  the  k/f 

river  Mgnogabela,  America  1755.     Sir  John  4th  Bart,  died  1793  aged  73.     Lady  Halkett  his  widow  died 
1803  aged  66  ;  and  three  of  their  daughters  Mary,  Amelia,  Catherine. 

And  since  the  year  1818,  Sir  Charles  Halkett  5th  Bart,  died  1837  aged  72.  Sir  Peter  6th  Bart.  G.C.H. 
Admiral  died  1839  aged  74. 

And  to  the  memory  of  those  not  here  interred.  Sir  Peter  Halkett  3rd  Bart.  1779.  Also  John, 
Governor  of  the  Bahamas,  died  1852  aged  83.5  Sir  Alexander,  K.C.H.  General,  died  1851.  Henry  died 
1818.     Thomas  died  1801. 

Elizabeth,  married  to  the  Marquis  de  Lally  Tollendal,  Peer  of  France,  died  1850,  aged  92,6 

Sholto  Charlotte,  married  to  General  Pringle,  2ndly  to  Stewart  Inglis  Esq.,  died  1853  aged  79, 

Margaret  died  1846  aged  83, 

Janet,7 

Helen  died  1867,  aged  91, 

Children  of  Sir  John  Halkett  4th  Bart. 

Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  Peter,  married  to  R.  K.  Hill,  Captain  52nd  Light  Infantry,  died  1857  aged  51. 

West  Panel. 

Sir  John  Halkett  7th  Bart,  died  at  Southampton  1847  aged  42.  Katharine  died  1843  aged  11. 
George  died  at  Lausanne  1858  aged  19. 8     Wedderburn  died  1853  aged  9.     Children  of  the  above. 

Katharine  Margaret  daughter  of  Sir  P.  Arthur  Halkett  Bart,  died  1867  aged  5.  Amelia  Hood  Conway 
widow  of  Sir  John  Halkett  7th  Bart,  died  at  Ryde  Isle  of  Wight  13th  Feb.  1880. 

Wedderburn  Conway  Halkett,  Captain  79th  Cameron  Highlanders,  only  son  of  Sir  Arthur  Halkett 
Bart.,  born  Feb.  1  1857  died  at  Woolstone  Hants  Aug.  23  1885  of  disease  contracted  while  serving  on  the 
Nile  expedition. 

Arthur  Wedderburn,  only  child  of  the  above,  died  at  Camberley,  Surrey,  Oct.  15  1866,  aged  4  years. 

East  Panel. 
(Blank.) 


The  inscription   there,  however,  states  that  she  was  aged  five  at  the  date  of  her  death. 

Most  of  those  so  interred  were,  of  course,  Halketts,  not  Wedderburns.     Those  named  on  the  tablet  are 

all  of  the  Wedderburn  line. 
It  is  probable  that  this  should  be  1746,  set.  87.     See  ante,  p.  376. 
As  to  this  see  ante,  p.  381. 
This  is  a  slight  error,  as  he  was  84.     See  Gent.  Mag.  1852,  p.  662,  "  Nov.  12.     At  Brighton  set.  84,  John 

Halkett  Esq.  of  the  Albany." 
i£t.  91  or  in  her  92nd  year  would  be  correct,  as  she  was  born  12  Dec.  1758,  and  would  not  complete  her 

92nd  year  till  that  day  in  1850,  whereas  she  died  6  Feb. 
The  date  is  left  blank.     It  should  be  1785. 
This  age  is  inaccurate  if  Burke  is  right  in  saying  that  he  was  born  4  Sept.  1839  and  died  Feb.  8  1853,  as 

he  would  not  be  fully  19  till  4  Sept.  1858.     It  should  thus  be  18,  or  in  his  19th  year. 


PART     IV. 

Chapter     II. 

John    Halkett   (1768 — 1852),    and   Sir   Alexander   Halkett,    K.C.H.    (1776 — 1851), 

YOUNGER    SONS    OP    SlR   JOHN    WedDERBURN-HaLKETT   (GREAT    GRANDSON    OP    SlR  PETER 

Wedderburn,  Lord  Gosford),  and  their  descendants,  now  extinct  in  male  line. 

Sect.  I. — Descent  of  John  Halkett,  b.  1768,  d.  1S52,  now  extinct  in  the  male  line.1 

(See  pedigree  at  p.  394). 

Part  iv.  John  Halkett  [1768— 1852],  third  son  of  Sir  John   Halkett  of  Pitfirrane,   fourth 

Chap.  II.    baronet  of  Gosford,  and  his  second  wife,  Mary  Hamilton  (see  ante,  p.  388)  was  born  at 

Pitfirrane  27  Feb.  1768  and  baptized  at  Dunfermline  the  next  day  (Dunf.  Reg.). 

There  is  a  letter  from  his  father  to  Alexander  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  about  his 
education,  dated  27  Oct.  1787  (S.W.  675),  but  I  have  not  ascertained  where  he  was  educated. 
He  was  admitted  advocate  in  Edinburgh  8  Aug.  1789,  the  entry  describing  him  as  third 
lawful  son  of  Sir  John  Halkett  of  Pitfirrane  (Adv.  Adm.  7),  and  presumably  he  practised 
for  a  time.  He  was  for  some  years,  1797 — 1301,  secretary  of  presentations  to  his 
cousin,  Lord  Loughborough,  then  Lord  Chancellor,  and  in  1801  (Dec.  5)  was  appointed 
Governor-in-Chief  of  the  Bahama  Islands  (Gent.  Mag.  1801,  p.  1204)  and  later,  1803 
(Oct.  27),  was  also  Captain-General  and  Governor-in-Chief  of  the  Island  of  Tobago. 
Later  on  he  was  for  many  years  chief  commissioner  for  West  India  accounts,  and  was  living 
in  London  in  1819,  when  he  supplied  some  of  the  information  as  to  this  branch  of  the 
family  for  the  Memoir  which  J.W.  was  then  preparing  for  the  press.  He  died  at  Brighton 
12  Nov.  1852  (ante,  p.  391,  n.  5)  and  was  buried  at  Petersham,  Surrey  (Laser,  there). 
A  portrait  of  him  by  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence  is  in  the  possession  of  his  grand-daughter,  Mrs. 
Robertson  (see  below),  and  a  miniature  from  it,  as  well  as  a  drawing  of  his  second  wife,  in 
that  of  Miss  K.  E.  Halkett. 
He  was  twice  married  : — 
i.  About  August  1794  (Scots'  Mag.  and  Gent.  Mag.  p.  764)  to  Anna  Todd,  eldest 
daughter  of  William  Todd  of  Millhill  (whose  younger  sister  married  John  Halkett's  elder 
brother,  Peter,  ante,  p.  390),  but  by  her,  who  died  at  Bath  6  Feb.  1805  (Scots'  Mag., 
p.  159),  had  no  issue. 

ii.  On  6  July  1815,  at  Sydenham,  Kent,  to  Lady  Katherine  Douglas,  daughter 
of  Dunbar,  fourth  Earl  of  Selkirk  (Gent.  Mag.,  1815,  pt.  ii.,  p.  82;  Scots'  Mag.,  p.  639  ; 
Annual  Reg.,  vol.  57,  p.  117).  Her  mother  was  Helen,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  Hamilton, 
second  son  of  Thomas,  sixth  Earl  of  Haddington,  and  sister,  therefore,  to  John  Halkett's 
mother,  so  that  he  and  his  wife  were  first  cousins  (see  ante,  p.  388).  By  her,  who  died 
at  Richmond  Hill,  31  March  1848,  set.  69,  and  was  buried  at  Petersham,  co.  Surrey  (Gent. 
Mag.,  vol.  29,  p.  564,  and  inscr.  at  Petersham),  John  Halkett  had  issue  five  sons, 

1.  John  Thomas  Douglas  Halkett  [1816-54],  who  was  born  14  April  1816  (Gent. 
Mag.,  vol.  86,  p.  465  ;  Scots'  Mag.,  p.  477  ;  Ann.  Reg.,  vol.  58,  p.  202)  at  the  house 
of  Lord  Morton  in  New  Norfolk  Street,  Park  Lane.  He  entered  the  army  (4th 
Light  Dragoons)  and  attained  his  majority  15  March  1850  (Gent.  Mag.,  p.  428),  but 
fell  ac  Balaclava  25  Oct.  1854  (Gent.  Mag.,  p.  644). 

He  married  at  Petersham,  Richmond,  co.  Surrey,  10  July  1849  (Gent.  Mag., 
p.  312)  Charlotte  Mary  Beague,  only  daughter  of  the  late  Charles  Heard 
Beague,  R.E.,  of  Hollam,  Dulverton,  co.  Somerset,  by  his  wife,  Mary,  eldest  daughter 
of  Sir  James  Pringle  and  Sholto  Charlotte  Halkett  (see  ante,  p.  389  )2  and  by  her 
(who  married  secondly,  Aug.  1856,  Arthur  George  St.  John  Mildmay,  and  is 
living,  at  Hollam,  1898)  had  issue  two  daughters, 

1.  Mary  Katherine  Halkett,  born,  25  July  1850,  at  Island  Bridge  Barracks, 
Dublin  (Gent.  Mag.,  vol.  34.  p.  319),  and  married  at  Brighton,  20  July  1881, 
Francis  Robertson  of  Netherseale  Hall,  Ashby  de  la  Zouche,  co.  Leicester, 
and  Chilcote,  co.  Derby,  who  d.s.p.  1882. 

1  The  statements  in  this  chapter,  where  not  otherwise  vouched  for,  are  made  on  the  authority  of  John 
Halkett's  two  surviving  grandchildren,  Mrs.  M.  K.  Robertson  and  Miss  K.  E.  Halkett. 

'-'  Major  Halkett  was  thus  first  cousin  to  his  wife's  mother,  and  Sir  John  Halkett  (fourth  Baronet)  and  his 
wife  were  at  once  paternal  great  grandparents  and  maternal  great  great  grandparents  to  his  daughter. 
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2.  Helen  Douglas  Halkett,   born  at  Leamington   18  Jan.  1855  (Gent.  Mag.,  Part  iv. 
p.  300)  but  died  when  only  three  weeks  old  and  was  buried  at  Old  Milverton  ChaP- Ir- 
Church. 

2.  Dunbar  Stewart  Halkett  [1817-87],  who  was  born  in  Seymour  Place,  London, 

30  April  1817.  He  was  educated  at  Eton  and  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
and  took  his  degree  of  B.A.  1839  and  M.A.  1842.  He  took  Holy  Orders  as 
deacon  in  1841,  and  as  priest  1842,  and  in  1848  became  Rector  of  Little  Bookham, 
Leatherhead,  Surrey,  where  he  remained  until  his  death  there,  25  Jan.  1887. 
He  is  buried  there. 

He  married  at  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight,  13  April  1847,  Julia  Elizabeth  Ross, 
daughter  to  the  late  Edward  Dalhousie  Ross  (Gent.  Mag.,  p.  78),'  and  by  her,  who 
died  23  April  1849,  and  was  buried  at  Petersham,  Surrey,  (Gent.  Mag.,  p.  669), 
had  issue,  two  daughters, 

1.  Katherine  Euphemia  Halkett,  who  was  born  at   New  Church,  Isle  of 

Wight,  10  June  1848.     Living  unm.  in  London,  1898. 

2.  Jane  Halkett,  who  was  born  and  died  a  few  days  before  her  mother's  death, 

and  is  buried  with  her  at  Petersham. 

3.  Charles  Halkett  [1818 ],  born  at  Brighton,  9  June  1818  (Gent.  Mag.,  pt.  i., 

p.  561  ;  Scots'  Mag.,  p.  102  ;  Ann.  Reg.,  vol.  60,  p.  191).  He  died  in  infancy,  but 
I  have  not  ascertained  the  exact  date  or  place. 

4.  Henry  Halkett  [1819-49],  born  at  Mortlake  (or  in  London),  6  June  1819  (Scots' 

Mag.,  p.  93).  He  was  bred  to  the  Bar,  but,  his  health  being  weak,  made  a  voyage 
to  Canada  to  benefit  it,  and  later  went  with  his  father  and  younger  brother,  Peter, 
to  Malta,  where  he  died  and  was  buried,  in  1849.     He  was  unmarried. 

5.  Peter  Alexander  Halkett  [1820-55],  born  at  Cheltenham  16  Oct.  1820  (Scots'  Mag. 

p.  477  ;  Blackwood,  p.  239).  He  entered  the  navy  and  obtained  the  China  medal, 
but  seems  to  have  retired  early  as  his  name  was  gazetted,  29  Sept.  1884,  among  the 
the  retired  lieutenants  to  be  retired  commanders.  He  had  a  taste  for  invention, 
and  was  the  inventor  of  the  Halkett  boat-cloak  in  1848.  and  also  of  some  agricul- 
tural implements.  He  died  at  Horwood,  Vansittart  Road,  Torquay,  co.  Devon, 
23  March  1885,  and  was  buried  there.  He  never  married.  His  will  (registered 
at  Somerset  House)  was  proved  9  Sept.  1885  by  his  only  surviving  brother  and  sole 
executor,  the  Rev.  D.  S.  Halkstt,  the  probate  describing  him  as  formerly  of  Christ 
Church,  Province  of  Canterbury,  New  Zealand,  but  late  of  Horwood,  Torquay. 

Inscription  on  the  Halkett  monument  in  the  Churchyard  of  Petersham,  Co.  Surrey. 

"  Here  are  deposited  in  the  hope  of  a  joyful  resurrection  the  mortal  remains  of  the  Lady  Katharine 
Halkett,  youngest  daughter  of  Dunbar  Douglas,  4th  Earl  of  Selkirk,  wife  of  John  Halkett  Esquire,  died  at 
Richmond  Hill,  31st  March  1848  aged  69.  Also  in  the  like  hope  of  a  blessed  resurrection  was  here  interred 
her  husband,  third  son  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  Halkett  of  Pitfirrane,  Bart.  He  died  Novr  12th  1852  in 
the  85'11  year  of  his  age  "  (west  side  of  tomb). 

Here  also  rests  in  the  hope  and  earnest  expectation  of  the  redemption  of  the  body  from  corruption, 
Julia  Elizabeth,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Dunbar  Stewart  Halkett,  rector  of  Little  Bookham  in  this  county,  2nd 
son  of  John  Halkett  Esqr.  and  the  lady  Katharine  Halkett.  She  departed  this  life  23rd  April  1849  in  her 
32nd  year,  and  her  shortlived  infant  Jane,  who  died  a  few  days  before  her  mother,  now  rests  here  with  her  " 
(south  side  of  tomb). 

Inside  of  the  church  is  the  following  : — 

"  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Lady  Katharine  Halkett  whose  mortal  remains  were  deposited  in  the 
cemetery  belonging  to  this  church,  April  1848." 

Sect.  II. — Descent  of  Sir  Alexander  Halkett,  K.G.H.  (b.  177S,  d.  1851),  noio  extinct  in 

the  male  line!1 

Sir  Alexander  Halkett,  K.C.H.  [1776—1851],  fifth  son  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn 
Halkett,  fourth  Baronet  of  Gosford,  was  born  in  1776.3  He  entered  the  army,  and  rose  to 
rank  of  general,  having  served  in  the  capture  of  the  French  West  Indian  Islands  in  1794, 

1  The  entry  describes  him  as  of  "  George  Street,  Westminster. "     He  was  son  to  William  Sutherland  Ross  of 

Tain,  co.  Ross,  N.B. 

2  This  account  has  been  submitted  to  Miss  Georgiana  Leith,  only  grandchild  of  Sir  Alexander  Halkett,  and 

to  her  mother,  Mrs.  Leith.     While  unable  to  go  into  much  detail,  they  are  clear  that  Charles  Halkett ' 
was  the  only  one  of  Sir  Alexander's  sons  who  married,  and  that  he  had  no  children.      Miss  K.  E. 
Halkett  is  also  clear  as  to  this  state  of  things. 
s  I  have  not  found  his  baptismal  entry,  so  do  not  know  the  place.     The  year  is  inferred  from  his  age  at  his 
death  as  given  on  his  tomb. 

3  c 
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at  San  Domingo  in  1796  and  again  in  1804,  as  aide-de-camp  to  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  On  8  March  1837  he  was  made  a  knight  commander  of  the 
Hanoverian  order,  and  retired  on  a  distinguished  service  pension.  He  died  at  Edinburgh 
24  Aug.  1851,  set.  78  (Ann.  Reg.  1851,  and  Times  30  Aug.  1851),  and  was  buried  in  the 
Dean  Cemetery,  Edinburgh.1 

He  married,  about  1814,  Georgiana  Sproule,  daughter  of  George  Sproule,  captain  in 
the  16th  Regt.  and,  later,  Surveyor-General  of  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick,2  and  by 
her,  who  survived  him  and  died  at  Morningside,  Edinburgh,  17  Feb.  1874,  aged  80,  and 
was  buried  with  her  husband,  had  issue  four  sons  and  one  daughter.     Of  the  sons, 

1.  George  Alexander  Halkett  was  born  in  1815,  and  died  at  Caen  in  France  10  Feb. 

1825,  ret.  10  (Scots'  Mag.,  p.  384). 

2.  Charles  Halkett  was  born  in  1817,  and  was  a  captain  in  the  army.     He  married  a 

French  lady  (whose  name  his  niece  cannot  recall),  but  by  her,  who  died  soon  after 
him,  had  no  issue.     He  died  in  Paris  9  Feb.  1887,  ret.  70  (Times,  19  Feb.  1887).3 

3.  Henry  Halkett  (twin  with  Charles)  was  also   a  captain  in  the  army.     He  died 

unmarried   at    Faversham,    Kent,    13    Oct.    1891,    and    is   there  buried    (Times, 
13  Oct.  1891). 

4.  John  Peter  Halkett  was  born  about  1819-20.     He  entered  the  service  of  the  East 

India  Company,  and  died  unmarried  in  India,  at  Coconada,   Madras  Presidency, 
24  May  1852. 
The  daughter, 

Mary  Anna  Halkett  was  born  26  Oct.  1818.  She  married  at  Edinburgh  in  1843 
Alexander  Leith  of  Freefield  and  Glenkindie,  co.  Aberdeen,  and  by  him  (who  died 
16  July  1886  at  Freefield,  and  was  buried  at  Folia  Rule,  co.  Aberdeen)  had  issue 
one  daughter,  Georgiana,  now  of  Freefield. 


Pedigrees  showing  descents  from  John  Halkett  and  Sir  Alexander  Halkett,  younger  sons  of 
Sir  John  Wedderburn-Halkett,  and  now  extinct  in  male  line,  1768 — 1898. 


1.  Anna,  dan.  of  William  Todd= 
Millhill,  m.  1794,  d.s.p.  1805. 


John=f=Charlotte  Mary, 
Thomas  |  dau.  of  C.  H. 
Beague,  m.  1849. 
She  m.  ii.  1856 
A.  G.  St.  J. 
Mildmay. 


Douglas 
Halkett, 
b.  1816, 
d.  1854. 


:John  Halkett   (third  son   of  Sir  John=f=2.  Lady  Katharine  Douglas,  dau. 
Wedderburn-Halkett),  b.  1768,  d.  1852.     of  Dunbar,  Earl  of  Selkirk,  ra. 

|  1815,  d.  1848. 

i 

— 1 
Peter 
Alexander 
Halkett, 
b.  1820, 
d.  1885 
unm. 


Dunbar  Stewart=pJulia  Eliza 


Halkett,  Rector 
of  Little  Book- 
ham,  co.  Surrey, 
b.  1817,  d.  1887. 


beth,    dau. 
of  E.  D. 
Ross,  m. 
1847,  d. 
1849. 


Charles 
Halkett, 
b.  1818, 
d.  inf. 


Henry 
Halkett, 
b.  1819, 
d.  1849 


Mary  Katharine,  m,  1881     Helen   Douglas,         Katherine       Jane,  b.  and 
Francis   Robertson,    who     b.  and  d.  1855.  Euphemia.      d.  1849. 

d.s.p.  1882. 


II. 

Sir  Alexander  Halkett,  K.C.H. 
(fifth  son  of  Sir  John  Wedder- 
burn-Halkett), b.  1776,  d.  1851. 


:Georgiana,  dau.  of 
George  Sproule,  b. 
1794,  d.  1874. 


George  Alex- 
ander Hal- 
kett, b.  1815, 
d.  1825. 


Charles  Hal-=[  ?  ] 
kett,  b.  1817, 
d.  1887  s.  p. 


Henry  Hal-  John  Peter  Mary  Anna,  b.  1818,  living  1898, 

kett,  b. 1817,         Halkett,  m.  1843  Alexander  Leith  of   Free- 

d.l891,unm.         b.  1319-20?  field  (d.  1886),  and  had  issue  one 

d.  1852  unm.  daughter,  Georgiana. 


1  The  following  is  the  inscription  on  the  mural  tablet  over  his  grave  : — Sacred  |  to  the  memory  of  |  General 
Sir  Alexander  Halkett  K.C.H.  |  fifth  son  of  |  Sir  John  Wedderburn  Halkett  |  of  Pitfirrane,  Bart.  |  who 
died  24  August  1851  aged  78  years.  |  —  |  Also  to  the  memory  of  his  youngest  son  |  John  Peter 
Halkett  |  who  died  at  Coconada  Madras  Presidency  |  24  May  1852.  |  —  Also  to  Georgiana  Sproule  | 
widow  of  the  late  |  General  Sir  Alexander  Halkett  K.C.H.  |  who  died  17  Feb.  1874  aged  80  years. 

-  So  I  am  told  by  his  great  grandson,  Mr.  H.  R.  Mansel  Jones,  of  1 ,  Paper  Buildings  Temple,  who  adds 
that  the  family  was  settled  in  co.  Meath,  Ireland. 

3  T  have  not  found  where  he  was  buried,  but  the  keeper  of  the  "Cimetiere  de  Test  "  writes  me  that  there  isj 
no  record  of  his  burial  there. 


Part  IV. 

Chapter  III. 

Alexander  Wedderburn,  youngest  surviving  son  of  Sir  Peter,  Lord  Gosford,  and 

his  descendants. 

Extinct  in  male  line  on  the  death,  in  1805,  of  his  grandson  Alexander  Wedderburn,  Lord 
Chancellor  Loughborough,  and  Earl  of  Rosslyn.     (See  pedigree  at  p.  JflO). 

Alexander  Wedderburn1  [1660—1730],  third  and  youngest  surviving  son  of  Sir  ££ap!ui. 
Peter  Wedderburn,  Lord  Gosford,  and  Agnes  Dickson,  was  born  about  1660,2  and  was 
possibly  educated  at  S.  Andrew's  University,  although  the  person  of  his  name  who 
matriculated  there  in  1674  (S.A.R.  32),  is  more  probably  the  son  of  his  uncle,  Sir 
Alexander  (ante,  p.  216,  n.  3).  If  at  S.  Andrew's,  he  went  later  to  the  University  of  Leyden, 
as  he  and  his  brother  Peter  are,  no  doubt,  to  be  identified  with  the  persons  of  their  name 
entered  there  20  March  1680  (See  ante.  p.  374,  n.  4).  He  is  often  named  in  the  different 
charters  etc.,  relating  to  the  properties  acquired  by  his  father,  and  settled  by  him  on 
himself  and  his  three  sons  in  1670-72  (Bl.  81;  G.S.R.  123-24-25,  127;  A.P.S.  49; 
G.R.S.  37  ;  F.S.  58;  R.D.  194  17),  and  was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Dundee  with  his  father 
and  his  brother  Peter,  20  July  1.675  (D.L.B.  59).  He  is  also  named  as  a  witness,  30  Nov. 
1678,  to  the  baptism  at  Dundee  of  Alexander,  son  of  his  cousin,  Peter  Wedderburn  and 
Catharine  Mann  (D.L.B.  30;  ante,  p.  226),  and  to  the  marriage  contract  at  Edinburgh, 
20  Feb.  1679,  of  another  cousin,  Helen  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  214)  with  Miln  of  Muirtoun 
(Bl.  16  a).     A  facsimile  of  his  signature  to  this  document  faces  p.  97  of  vol.  ii. 

After  his  father's  death,  in  Nov.  1679,  he  is  occasionally  mentioned  as  having  a  factory 
from  his  brother  John,  who  was  much  away  from  home,  to  manage  his  affairs  during  his 
absence,  e.g.,  6  Jan.,  15  Aug.  1683  (R.D.  204,  206),  and  in  a  bond  by  John  and  himself 
(R.D.  213),  and  he  also  acted  as  factor  for  his  other  brother  Peter,  when  absent  in  England 
with  his  regiment  in  1687  (ih.  219). 3 

He  was  admitted  an  advocate  at  the  Scottish  Bar  18  June  1687  (Adm  Adv.  3),  after 
which  he  is  constantly  so  designed.  He  owned,  and  perhaps  resided  in,  his  father's  "  great 
mansion  house  called  Aikman's  or  Gosford's  close,  on  the  south  of  the  High  Street, 
Edinburgh,"  but  disponed  it  to  William  Legat  3  June  1696  (R.D.  289).  I  do  not  know  if 
he  had  much  practice,  but  at  one  time  he  must  have  decided  to  follow  his  profession,  as  on 
1  Sept.  1698  there  is  an  act  by  which  Alexander  Wedderburn  is  restored  to  his  right  to 
practice  as  an  advocate  on  qualifying  himself  (A.P.S.  59). 

In  the  politics  of  the  time  he  certainly  took  part,  and  was  one  of  those  who  favoured 
the  union  between  Scotland  and  England,  in  connection  with  which  he  went  south,4  and 
was  at  one  time  much  at  Court,  where  he  seems  to  have  had  some  influence.5  Eight 
letters  from  him  to  George,  first  Earl  of  Cromartie,  all  dated  from  Windsor  in  June,  July, 
and  August  1704  are  extant  among  the  Cromartie  Papers,  in  the  edition  of  which  they 
have  been  recently  published,  and  another  letter  from  him,  15  Oct.  1706,  is  catalogued  in 
a  List  of  MS.  Historical  Documents,  No.  202  (p.  68).  Anderson  in  his  Scottish  Nation 
(s.  Wedderburn)  states  that  it  was  in  reward  for  his  exertions  in  favour  of  the  union  that 
he  was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  of  excise  in  Scotland.  I  have  notes  of  his 
acting  as  commissioner  9  Dec.  1714,   21  Oct.  1726,  and  9  Nov.  1727  (H.C.R   L,  ii.  b), 

1  Synopsis  of  References :— Bl.  16  a,  81;  S.A.R.  32;  Adv.Adm.  3,  4;  D.L.B.  59;  G.S.R.  123-25,127; 

A?  S.  49,  59  ;  R.H.  35  ;  G.R.S.  37,  54  ;  F.S.  58,  73  ;  R.D.  194 g,  204,  206,  213,  218-19,  224,  250, 
286,  289,  292-93,  311  a 6,  326,  327  a  be,  335,  337,  355  ab  ;  Ed.T.  12  ;  D.B.  30,  70  ;  Ed.B.  28  ;  Ed.M. 
20,  n.  1,  30,  n.  3  ;  Ab.P.R.  12-15. 

2  I  do  not  find  any  entry  of  his  baptism  either  at  Edinburgh  or  at  Aberlady,  but  the  date  is  approximately 

shown  by  the  birth  dates  of  his  elder  brother,  Peter,  and  younger  brother,  James. 

3  See  also  factory  to  him  by  his  brother  John,  14  Feb.  1688  (R.D.  218),  and  by  his  brother  Peter,  28  Sept. 

1683  (ib.  224). 

4  Between  May  3  1704,  when  he  was  still  in  Scotland,  and  there  witnessed  a  discharge  by  his  brother  Peter 

to  Pitcur  (F.S.  73),  and  27  June,  when  he  was  at  Windsor.  See  nest  note.  He  was  also  atS.  James 
7  April  1705,  and  there  subscribes  a  letter  by  Queen  Anne  to  the  Convention  of  Burghs  (Edinburgh 
City  Muniments  MS.,  Bundle  222). 

5  See  ante,  p.  232,  n.  1,  as  to  his  interest  in  obtaining  the  Blackness  baronetage  for  his  cousin  Sir  John. 

The  letters  in  the  Cromartie  Papers  (ed.  Sir  W.  Fraser)  are  dated  27,  29  June  ;  3,  27,  31  July  ;  and 
1,5,  8  Aug.  1704. 
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Part  IV.  but,  though  his  appointment  may  have  been  subsequently  confirmed  or  renewed,  it  is 
Chap.  in.  ciear  that  he  was  a  commissioner  before  the  earliest  of  those  dates.  Thus  in  the  register  of 
the  marriage  at  Edinburgh  of  one  of  his  servants,  21  Oct.  1711,  he  is  described  as  "one 
of  Her  Majesty's  commissioners  of  excise  in  the  S.E.  parish"  (Ed.M.  20,  n.  1),  and 
according  to  a  document  quoted  in  a  work  on  the  history  of  the  union,  he  was  one  of 
those  who  were  persuaded  to  vote  for  the  union  by  being  paid  £75  for  "  arrears  of  salary  " 
in  1706.1 

After  his  advocacy  of  the  union  he  returned  to  Scotland,  where  he  resided,  apparently 
in  Edinburgh,  until  his  death.  He  is  named  as  a  witness  to  the  baptisms  at  Aberlady  of 
his  three  nephews,  Alexander,  John,  and  Robert,  and  of  his  niece  Mary,  1706-11  (Ab.P.R. 
12-15),  as  well  as  in  a  factory  by  him  to  Alexander  Laing,  31  July  1711  (R.D.  286) ;  a 
bond  to  him  25  April  1714  (ib.  293),  and  a  discharge  in  his  favour  12  .July  1714  (t'6.292). 
In  all  of  these  documents  he  is  designed  "advocate,"  though  in  view  of  his  office  as 
commissioner  it  is  doubtful  if  he  practised. 

I  find  no  references  to  him  in  his  later  years.  He  died  at  Edinburgh  1  Jan.  1730 
H.C.R.  I.,  ii.  b,  1,  4),  and  was  buried  in  the  Grey  Friars  Cemetery  at  Edinburgh,  where  a 
tablet,  set  in  the  wall  above  his  grave,  bore  an  inscription,  already  almost  illegible  in  1780 
(ib.  I.,  ii.  a)  and  now  altogether  effaced. 

He  had  married  in  July  1692  Mary  Daes,  daughter  of  Mr.  James  Daes,  advocate, 
of  Coldingknowes,  co.  Berwick.2  I  have  not  ascertained  the  exact  date  or  the  place  of 
the  marriage,  but  the  marriage  contract  was  dated  16-21  July  1692  (R.D.  311a,  328, 
327c)  and  she  is  spoken  of  as  his  wife  on  the  first  of  these  dates  (ib.  3116).  Her  father 
charged  Coldingknowes  with  an  annual-rent  of  £550  or  14,000  merks  capital  in  favour  of 
her  and  her  husband,  who,  on  his  side,  settled  16,000  merks  (ib.),  sasine  of  the  annual- 
rent  being  obtained  22  Feb.  1693  (G.R.S.  54).  She  is  also  named  in  a  factory  by  her 
husband  to  her  to  manage  certain  of  his  affairs,  dated  18  June  1701  (R.D.  250),  and, 
30  Aug.  1716,  when  she  witnesses  at  Dundee  the  baptism  of  Mary,  daughter  of  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  the  clerk,  and  Katharine  Scott  (D.B.  70).  By  her,  who  survived  him  and 
was  living  17  Jan.  1736,  when  she  granted  a  discharge  to  her  eldest  son  Peter  for  an 
annuity  which  he  had  settled  on  her  in  lieu  of  her  life-rent  under  her  marriage  contract 
in  1732  (R.D.  327  ab),  and  also  22  Sept.  1740,  when  she  and  her  daughter  Agnes  grant  a 
factory  to  Thomas  Boyes  (R.D.  337),  Alexander  Wedderburn  had  issue  three  sons  and  four 
daughters.     The  sons  were3 

1.  Peter  Wedderburn,    afterwards   a   Lord   of   Session    under   the   title   of   Lord 

Chesterhall.     See  post,  p.  397. 

2.  Alexander  Wedderburn  [1694-95—1734],  born  about  1094—1695,  but  where  or 

precisely  when  I  have  not  ascertained.  He  was  a  collector  of  excise  at  Linlithgow 
and  is  so  described  in  the  confirmation  of  his  will,  which  was  given  up  at  Edinburgh 
by  Mr.  Peter  Wedderburn,  advocate,  his  brother  german,  next-of-kin,  and  executor, 
28  Nov.  1734  (Ed.T.  9).  This  document  also  gives  the  date  of  his  death,  8  Feb. 
1734.  The  division  of  his  property  among  his  brothers  and  sisters  was  the  subject 
of  a  submission  and  decreet  arbitral  in  which  they  are  all  named,  18,  20  Jan.  1735 
(R.D.  326)  and  the  share  of  one  of  them,  Agnes,  is  also  referred  to  on  her  marriage 
ten  years  later  (ib.  355  a). 

3.  James  Wedderburn  [1713  2 — 1744  ?].    The  place  and  date  of  his  birth  are  also  not 

ascertained,  but  as  he  is  named  after  all  his  sisters  in  the  submission  of  1735  (R.D. 
326),  it  seems  clear  that  he  was  the  youngest  of  the  family  and  cannot  have  been 
born  therefore  before  1713.  I  have  but  one  reference  to  him  in  his  life-time,  viz., 
22  Sept.  1740,  when  he,  "  youngjst  son  of  the  late  Alexander  Wedderburn, 
commissioner  of  excise,"  witnesses  a  factory  by  his  mother  and  his  sister  Agnes 
(R.D.  337).  He  died  unmarried  between  3  Dec.  1743  and  11  Feb.  1745,  on  the 
latter  of  which  dates  his  sister  Agnes  discharges  her  brother  Peter  of  the  legacy 
left  her  by  her  late  brother  James'  will,  dated  3  Dec.  1743  (R.D.  355  a). 

1  See  How  Scotland  lost  her  Parliament,  by  Charles  Waddie  (Edin.  1891),  p.  28,  where  this  "  Black  List  of 

the  Bribed  "  is  given.  I  do  not  know  what  is  meant  by  VVedderburn's  voting  for  the  union,  as  I 
have  no  record  of  his  being  member  of  the  Scottish  Parliament. 

2  Her  mother  was  Margaret  Ker.  sister  to  Sir  Thomas  Ker  of  Cavers  and  relict  of  Alexander  Haliburton 

of  Newmains  (Bl.  81).  Her  father's  name  is  wrongly  given  as  John  in  one  of  the  Heralds'  College 
papers  (H.C.R. I.,  ii.  note).  An  action  by  one  Hopekirk  v.  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Mary  Daes, 
his  wife,  is  referred  to  in  Fountainkall's Diary,  4  Feb.  1698  (pp.  278-79). 

3  See  R.D.  326,  where  all  their  seven  children  are  exhaustively  named. 
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The  daughters  were  Part  IV. 

1.  Mary  Wedderburn.     The  date  of  her  birth  is  not  fixed,  but  she  was  the  eldest  chaP-  m 

of  her  father's  daughters.  Thus  she  is  named1  first  in  the  submission  of  1735 
(R.D.  326).  She  married,  where  or  when  I  have  again  not  ascertained,  but 
the  date  was  before  1719,  George  Cheap,  surgeon  (Ed.B.  30),  and  collector  of 
customs  at  Prestonpans,  fifth  son  of  Harry  Cheap  of  Rossie,  co.  Fife,  and  died  in 
1738,  leaving  issue  six  sons  and  two  daughters.  These  facts  are  referred  to  in  the 
autobiography  of  Alexander  Carlyle  of  Inveresk,  who,  writing  of  the  year  1738,  says, 

"  Mr.  Campbell  (collector  of  the  customs)  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  George  Cheap,  of  the  Cheaps 
of  Rossie  in  Fife,  whose  wife,  an  aunt  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Wedderburn,  had  just  died  and  left 
a  family  of  eight  children,  two  of  them  beautiful  girls  of  sixteen  and  eighteen,  and  six  sons,  the 
eldest  of  whom  was  a  year  older  than  I  (born  1721),  but  was  an  apprentice  to  a  W.S.  in  Edin- 
burgh "  (Aulob.  Alex.  Carlyle,  Blackwood  1860,  p.  50). 

I  have  not  made  out  a  complete  list  of  her  children.  The  two  daughters  were 
Mary,  who  married  Colonel  Mark  Renton  and  died  s.p.,  and  Sarah,  born  7  Sept. 
1719  and  baptized  at  Edinburgh  the  next  day  (Ed.B.  30);  while  of  the  sons  two 
were  Thomas,  afterwards  a  director  of  the  East  Indian  Company,  and  Andrew,  born 
and  baptized  at  Aberlady,  22  Nov.  1723  (Ab.P.R.  16),  who  afterwards  took  orders 
and  was  prebendary  of  York  and  rector  of  Sutton  in  the  Forest. 

2.  Agnes  Wedderburn,  named  second  in  the  submission  of  1735  (R.D.  326)  and  again 

mentioned  22  Feb.  1740  in  a  factory  by  her  mother  and  her  to  a  writer,  Thomas 
Rogers  (ib.  337).  She  married  at  Edinburgh  10  Feb.  1745  Captain  James  St.  Clair, 
tenant  in  Harrow  of  Stobo  (Ed.M.  25),  the  marriage  contract  being  dated 
the  next  day  (R.D.  355  a).  By  it  she  brings  into  settlement  her  share  of  the 
estate  of  her  brother  Alexander,  and  also  the  legacy  lately  left  by  her  brother 
James  (ib.).  A  factory  by  her,  as  her  husband's  wife,  to  one  Henry  Ker,  dated 
13  April  1745  (ib.),  and  another  factory  by  her  husband  to  her  to  manage  his 
affairs  in  his  absence  are  the  only  references  I  have  to  her  (ib.  365),  and  I  have  not 
ascertained  when  she  died.     Douglas  says  that  she  had  issue,  but  gives  no  details." 

3.  Janet  Wedderburn,  named  third  in  the  submission  of  1735  (R.D.  326)  and  again 

in  a  factory  to  her  by  her  sister  Janet  dated  4  March  1740  (R.D.  335).  She  died 
in  Dec.  1759  according  to  the  confirmation  of  her  will  obtained  at  Edinburgh 
by  Henry  Paton,  creditor  and  executor,  29  April  1761.  The  absence  of  any 
description  of  her  in  this  document  as  wife  or  relict  makes  it  clear  that  she  never 
married. 

4.  Jean  Wedderburn,  named  fourth  in  the   submission  of    1 735.     She  was  born 

16  Jan.  1711  and  baptized  at  Edinburgh  ten  days  later  (Ed.B.  28).  She  married 
Archibald  Cunninghame,  as  appears  from  a  factory  dated  4  March  1740  by  Jane 
(sic)  Cunninghame,  spouse  of  Archibald  Cunninghame,  late  resident  at  Gibraltar,  to 
Janet  Wedderburn,  her  sister  german,  daughter  of  the  late  Alexander  Wedderburn, 
commissioner  of  excise,  to  uplift  certain  monies  (R.D.  335).  This  is  the  only 
reference  to  her  which  I  have,  and  I  have  thus  not  ascertained  either  the  date  of 
her  death  nor  whether  she  left  issue. 

Peter  Wedderburn3  [1693  1 — 1756],  afterwards  a  Lord  of  Session  under  the  title 
of  Lord  Chesterhall,  was  the  eldest  of  his  father's  sons,  and  may  have  been  born  as  early 
as  1693.  He  was,  I  think,  educated  at  Leyden,  to  which  many  young  Scotsmen  were  at 
that  time  sent,  being  the  "  Petrus  Wadderburn,  Edinburgensis,"  whose  name  occurs  as 
entered  there  10  Oct.  17 12.4 

He  was  admitted  an  advocate  at  the  Scottish  Bar  29  Jan.  1715  (Adv.Adm.  4),  and 
soon  after,  25  Feb.  1718,  was  junior  counsel  for  his  cousin  Alexander  Wedderburn,  late 
clerk  of  Dundee,  in  the  process  v.  him  by  the  Dundee  town  council  for  delivery  up  of  the 
burgh  records  (D.C.  93). 5     Later  on  he  was  appointed  secretary  to  the  excise,  and  is  so 

1  Or  rather  mis-named  "  Margaret "  if  my  extract  is  correct,  while  on  all  other  occasions  she  is  called 
Mary.  It  is  curious  that  there  is  no  mention  of  her  husband  as  a  party  to  the  submission  for  his 
interest. 

a   Baronage,  s.  Sinclair  of  Roslin. 

3  Synopsis  of  References :— Adv.Adm.  4  ;  D.C.  93  ;  R.H.  35;  R.I).  309,  326,  327,  355,  363  6,  374;  R.A.D.     • 

170  ;  Ed.T.  9,  11  ;  Ed.B.  37  n,  38  ;  Ed.St.C.B.  3  ;  H.C.R.I.  i.,  ii.     Dunfermline  Council  Records. 

4  See  ante,  p.  374,  n.  4. 

s  In  thiB  as  in  some  other  entries  he  is  called  Patrick.     See  ante,  p.  77,  n.  2. 
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Part  iv.  designed  in  the  obligation  by  him  to  his  mother  of  1  March  1732  (R.D.  327 ;  ante,  p.  396). 
Chap.  ill.  jn  ^is  year,  25  May,  he  was  returned  heir  general  to  his  father  (R.H.  35).  He  is  named 
in  the  Dunfermline  Council  Records  (orig.  MS.),  e.g.,  21  Jan.  1734,  when  he  is  appointed 
arbiter  for  the  town  in  a  process  before  the  Lords  between  the  town  and  Sir  Alexander 
Murray  of  Melgund  and  his  tenants,  the  submission  being  dated  23  April  1735.1  The 
references  I  have  to  him  are  but  slight  up  to  Oct  1754,2  when  he  was  appointed  one  of 
the  assessors  to  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Robert  Pringle  (Scots' 
Mag.).  He  did  not  long  retain  this  post,  however,  for,  on  the  death  of  Thomas  Hay  of 
Huntington,  he  was  raised  to  the  bench,  and  resigned  both  it  and  his  secretaryship  of  excise. 
He  took  his  seat  in  the  Court  of  Session  as  Lord  Chesterhall3  24  July  1755.  His  career  as 
a  judge  was,  however,  soon  cut  short  by  his  death,  which  occurred  11  Aug.  1756  (Gent. 
Mag.,  p.  41 2)4  at  Edinburgh,  where  he  was  buried  in  the  Grey  Friars'  Cemetery 
(H.C.R.  I.,  i  ).  A  tablet  was  placed  to  his  memory  in  'the  wall  above  his  grave,  and 
bore  a  long  inscription,  of  which  in  1827  J.W.  found  only  the  three  middle  letters  in 
the  word  "  Chesterhall  "  to  be  still  legible,  while  in  1892  I  found  it  perfectly  blank, 
and  its  framework  much  decayed.5  The  confirmation  of  his  will  (Ed.T.  11),  which  gives 
both  the  place  and  date  of  his  death,  was  granted  at  Edinburgh,  16  Nov.  1756,  to  his 
eldest  son  and  executor.  His  portrait  is  at  Meredith,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  William 
Wedderburn. 

His  character  seems  to  have  been  exceptionally  high.  Thus  at  his  death  he  was 
described  (Scots'  Mag.  1756,  p,  367)  as  "a  man  of  ability,  integrity,  and  candour,  whose 
disinterested  benevolence  and  manly  spirit  were  adorned  rather  than  obscured  by  a 
remarkable  degree  of  modesty,"  while  in  a  fuller  account  of  him  and  his  career,  given  by 
John  Ramsay  of  Ochtertyre  (b.  1736,  d.  1814),  whose  diaries  have  now  been  published,6 
we  have  a  still  higher  eulogy,  which  I  will  quote  at  length  : — 

After  speaking  of  Lords  Prestongrange,  Bankton,  and  Covington,7  he  proceeds  : — 
"  Peter  Wedderburn,  afterwards  Lord  Chesterhall,  was  at  that  period  a  lawyer  very  much 
esteemed,  but  in  little  practice.  He  is,  however,  better  entitled  to  a  place  in  these 
sketches  than  the  great  barristers  lately  under  consideration,  who  thought  of  nothing  but 
their  own  profession,  whereas  he  made  jurisprudence  and  polite  literature  go  hand  in  hand  ; 
and  what  is  more,  his  ideas  on  most  subjects  were  derived  chiefly  from  England,  where  it 
is  believed  he  either  received  part  of  his  education  or  spent  part  of  his  youth.  His  father 
being  a  commissioner  of  excise,  was  probably  advised  by  some  of  his  English  brethren  to 
give  his  son  a  little  of  the  Inns  of  Court,  to  qualify  him  for  appearing  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer.  Be  that  as  it  may,  he  was  remarkable  for  speaking  proper  English  at  a  time 
when  the  most  zealous  of  our  literati  were  contented  with  polishing  their  periods  and 
dropping  their  Scotticisms  in  what  they  wrote.  Yet  even  they  who  were  least  fond  of 
innovations,  confessed  that  there  was  nothing  affected  or  disgusting  in  Mr.  Wedderburn's 
pronunciation. 

"  [I  was  personally  acquainted  with  this  good  man,  having  been  put  under  his  charge 
when  I  went  to  College.  Often  have  1  regretted  my  backwardness,  which  prevented  me 
being  so  much  in  his  company  as  I  might  have  been.  I  was  recommended  to  him  by  my 
excellent  friend,  Mr.  Drummond  of  Blair.]8 

"  He  was  the  great  grandson9  of  Wedderburn,  Lord  Gosford,  whose  character  is 
beautifully  drawn  by  Sir  George  Mackenzie.  If  not  the  most  illustrious  of  that  illustrious 
group,  he  appears  to  have  been  the  most  amiable  because  he  was  the  most  virtuous.     If 

1  See  also  ibid  s.dd.  19  March  1733,  13  Sept.  1735. 

-  Thus,  15  March  1723,  there  is  a  bond  of  relief  to  him  by  Mr.  James  Daes,  writer  (R.D.  309)  :  1732 
Sept.  1,  1734  Oct.  7,  he  witnesses  baptisms  at  Edinburgh  (Ed.B.  37  n) ;  1732  Dec.  12.  he  is  a  witness 
(R.D.  363  6)  ;  1734  Nov.  23,  gives  up  the  will  of  his  brother,  Alexander  (Ed.T.  9)  ;  1735  Jan.  18,  20, 
submits  thedivision  of  Alexander's  estate  to  arbitration  (K.D.  326)  ;  1739,  witnesses  a  baptism  (Ed.B. 
37  n  ;  Ed.St.CB.  3)  ;  1743  Nov.  9,  decree  in  his  favour  (R.A.D.  170)  ;  1750  Oct.  13,  declaration  and 
opinion  by  him  (R.D.  374). 

3  His  judicial  title  was  taken  from  the  small  estate  of  Chesterhall  in  East  Lothian,  which  he  had  bought, 
"    but  which  his  heirs  sold  after  his  death. 

I  And  see  the  History  of  the  Senators  of  the  College  of  Justice. 
•r'  See  Smith's  book  on  the  Grey  Friars'  cemetery. 

6  Scotland  and  Scotsmen,  1700—1800,  from  the  MS    of  John  Ramsay.     Ed.  Alex.  Allardyce.     2    Vols., 

Blackwood,  1888.     Vol,  i.,  pp.  138-44. 

7  Of  these  the  first  was  William  Grant,  the  second  Andrew  Macdonall,  and  the  third  Alexander  Lockhart. 
6  The  passages  bracketed  [sic]  in  this  extract  are  printed  as  notes  in  the  original  volumes. 

II  This  is  an  error  ;  he  was  grandson,  not  great  grandson  of  Lord  Gosford,  whose  character  by  Mackenzie 

haB  been  already  printed  (ante,  p.  364). 
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his  descendant  did  not  inherit  his    Ciceronian  eloquence,   he  resembled  him  in  love  of  Part  iv. 
truth  and  dignified  integrity.     For  it  is  believed  no  consideration  could  have  induced  him  ctiaP-  IIJ- 
to  mislead  or  deceive  a  court  of  justice  upon  colourable  pretences. 

"  His  parts  were  solid  rather  than  bright,  and  his  elocution  was  more  correct  than 
animated.  His  forte  lay  in  judgment  and  penetration,  not  in  nights  of  fancy  or  sallies  of 
wit.  The  weakness  of  his  voice,  and  a  constitutional  modesty  which  was  the  more  singular 
that  he  had  always  kept  the  best  company,  were  great  obstructions  to  his  rising  at  the 
bar ;  and  to  strangers  he  had  a  prim,  pedantic  appearance  which  was  not  in  his  favour. 
His  reserved,  distant  manner  did  not  recommend  him  to  the  practitioners  of  the  law,  many 
of  whom  would  have  liked  him  better  had  his  virtue  been  more  pliant.  Yet  with  all  his 
gentleness  and  meekness,  he  was  a  man  of  high  and  dauntless  spirit  in  matters  where  he 
thought  the  interests  of  virtue  and  society  endangered.  [(Thus)  he  took  a  very  active 
hand  in  the  opposition  to  Mr.  Haldane  when  named  to  be  a  Lord  of  Session.  The  best 
paper  on  that  side  was  it  is  said,  drawn  by  him.  Though  never  suspected  of  being  a 
factious  man,  or  the  dupe  of  politicians,  he  may  have  believed  accusations  against  that 
gentleman  which  could  not  be  brought  home]. 

"  He  was  long  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Excise  and  in  high  favour  with  the  Com- 
missioners, who  consulted  much  with  him  in  matters  of  law  connected  with  their 
department.  While  in  that  office  he  had  it  often  in  his  power  either  to  soften  the  rigours 
of  the  excise  law,  or  to  quash  prosecutions  that  bore  hard  on  the  subject  without 
benefiting  the  Crown.  And  he  was  always  of  counsel  for  the  King  in  causes  respecting 
that  branch  of  the  revenue. 

"He  wrote  better  than  he  spoke,  and  hence  his  law  papers  were  much  admired,  not 
only  for  candour  and  force,  but  also  for  the  purity  and  precision  of  their  style.1  Before 
the  year  1745,  his  brethren  in  the  highest  practice  were  more  ambitious  to  be  accounted 
weighty  speakers  or  close  reasoners  than  to  be  thought  deeply  skilled  in  the  matters  of  the 
English  language.  And  as  these  things  were  still  in  less  request  among  the  agents,  Mr. 
Wedderburn's  attention  to  style  did  not  bring  him  in  an  additional  number  of  fees. 

"  It  was,  I  remember,  the  general  wish  that  a  man  of  so  much  worth  and  knowledge, 
whose  income  was  by  no  means  equal  to  his  deserts,  should  be  made  a  Lord  of  Session,  a 
situation  for  which  nature  seemed  to  have  designed  him.  The  virtue  of  a  judge  cannot 
be  too  pure  and  steady,  nor  would  his  diffidence  and  reserve  any  longer  obstruct  his 
usefulness.  His  manner  of  speaking,  as  well  as  the  turn  of  his  mind,  suited  also  the 
bench  much  better  than  the  bar.  After  various  disappointments,  from  his  want  of 
political  interest,  he  was  made  a  judge  in  the  year  1755.  The  expectations  of  the  public 
with  regard  to  him  were  not  disappointed,  for  he  was  accounted  an  upright,  enlightened 
judge,  though  not  a  showy  one.  If  he  was  not  a  frequent  or  copious  speaker,  what  he 
said  was  very  much  to  the  purpose.  He  did  not,  however,  think  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
speak  in  every  cause,  being  contented  with  delivering  his  sentiments  when  he  thought 
they  might  throw  additional  light  upon  the  question  before  the  Court.  The  dignity  and 
propriety  of  his  demeanour  upon  the  bench  was  the  more  striking  that  some  of  his  brethren 
were  somewhat  faulty  in  that  respect,  whilst  they  abounded  in  knowledge  and  ingenuity. 

"  Before  speaking  of  his  private  life,  I  shall  say  a  little  of  his  political  and  religious 
principles,  which  in  his  time  were  regarded  as  the  most  prominent  features  in  every 
character.  He  was  one  of  those  old-fashioned  Whigs  who  made  loyalty  and  the  love  of 
liberty  go  hand  in  hand,  because  the  interest  of  the  King  and  the  State  were  in  most  cases 
evidently  the  same.  When  I  knew  him,  the  divisions  of  that  party  into  courtiers  and 
patriots  had  happily  ceased,  all  of  them  seeming  to  be  of  one  heart  and  mind,  and  many 
who  were  zealous  in  the  cause  having  no  prospect  of  promotion.  Indeed  this  good  man 
seems  to  have  owed  his  elevation  to  the  bench  as  much  to  the  excellence  of  his  character 
as  to  the  statesmen  who  then  visited  Scotland.  In  his  notions  of  ecclesiastic  polity  he 
was  decidedly  an  Episcopalian,  without  having  any  connection  with  the  Non-jurors,  whose 
political  tenets  he  reprobated.  He  was  indeed  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England,  being 
one  of  the  congregation  for  whose  benefit  Lord  Chief  Baron  Smith  built  and  endowed  a 
chapel  at  Edinburgh  to  accomodate  his  countrymen.  His  religion  was,  like  himself, 
manly  yet  unpresuming ;  without  gloom,  without  crochets,  and  without  weaknesses.  It 
was,  to  say  the  truth,  such  as  Tillotson  preached,  and  Addison  recommended.     Though  it 

1  Scotch  pleadings  were  formerly  not  bare  statements  of  facts,  but  elaborate  essays,  containing  everything 
that  could  be  urged  in  the  case.  Thus,  in  the  suit  between  the  negro  Knight  v.  Sir  John  Wedderburn 
of  Balindean,  to  which  I  have  referred  (ante.  p.  292),  the  additional  information  for  the  pursuer  bears  on 
its  first  page,  by  way  of  argument,  the  apt  quotation  "  Quamvis  ille  niger,  quamvis  tu  candidus  esses." 
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Part  iv.  did  not  enter  into  his  ordinary  discourse,  it  taught  him  to  set  a  guard  on  his  lips,  and  to 
Chap.  in.  sjlun  tfxe  appearance  of  evil  without  courting  the  observation  or  applause  of  men.  Firmly 
convinced  of  the  truth  and  value  of  Christianity,  he  beheld  with  indignation  the  too 
successful  efforts  of  some  infidels  to  pull  down  or  undermine  the  foundations  of  natural 
and  revealed  religion.  They  were  then  exceedingly  busy  in  sowing  their  tares,  but  during 
his  time  the  philosophers  of  Edinburgh,  one  or  two  excepted,  were  modest  and  guarded 
compared  with  what  they  were  afterwards,  preaching  either  a  relaxation  in  morals  or  a  semi- 
religion  which  led  to  deism.  He  did  all  in  his  power  to  discourage  it,  and  if  any  of  his  favour- 
ites were  more  or  less  tainted  with  scepticism,  they  had  the  address  to  conceal  it  from  him. 

"  He  was  singularly  fortunate  in  his  children,  whose  education  engrossed  much  of  his 
time  and  thoughts  for  a  number  of  years.  If  he  had  good  soil  to  work  upon,  it  must  be 
allowed  the  culture  was  excellent.  His  manner  of  breeding  his  eldest  son,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  was  exceedingly  admired  at  the  time.  It  was  indeed  the  chief  patrimony  his 
children  received  from  him,  for  as  his  fortune  had  never  been  great,  so  both  he  and  his 
lady  were  fond  of  company  and  she  was  no  economist.  In  July  1756,  about  a  year  after  he 
took  his  seat,  this  excellent  man  was  seized  with  an  illness,  which,  though  seemingly  slight, 
carried  him  off,  to  the  deep  regret  of  all  that  knew  him.  What  a  pity  it  was  that  his  life 
had  not  been  spared  till  he  had  seen  the  prosperity  of  his  children  ! 

"[He  was  on  his  deathbed  when  his  eldest  son  made  his  unadvised  attack  upon  Mr. 
Lockhart.1  Contrary  to  the  wish  of  his  family,  some  indiscreet  person  told  him  of  it. 
"  I  am  sorry  for  it,"  said  he,  with  true  spirit,  "  but  if  my  son  will  fly  at  game,  I  am  glad 
he  has  taken  the  highest."  It  recalled  to  people's  remembrance  the  family  crest,  an  eagle 
flying  to  the  sun,  with  the  motto  "  Illseso  lumine  solem."].2 

"  [His  daughter3  was  one  of  the  finest  women  of  her  time,  and  withal  very  accom- 
plished. She  was  afterwards  the  wife  of  Sir  Henry  Erskine  and  a  great  favourite  at  Court. 
David,  the  second  son,  was  for  some  years  my  intimate  companion,  an  excellent  scholar, 
with  fascinating  manner.  It  was  the  opinion  of  many  that  he  was  not  inferior  to  his 
brother  in  genius  and  elocution,  but  on  his  father  dying  in  straitened  circumstances,  he 
gave  up  the  law  for  the  army.  The  after-part  of  his  doings  and  his  untimely  death  in 
1773  are  well  known.4  It  was  alleged  of  him  that  his  heart  was  not  so  good  as  his  head, 
measuring  people  by  the  standard  of  rank  and  fashion.  Surely  he  did  not  take  it  from 
his  good  father,  who  was  all  heart !] " 


Pedigree  showing  descent  from  Alexander  Wedderbum,  youngest  surviving  son  of  Sir  Peter, 

Lord  Gosford,  1660—1805. 


Alexander  Wedderburn,: 
b.  1660  (?),  d.  1730. 


f=Mary,  dau.  of  James  Daes  of 
Coldingknowes,  m.  1692. 


Peter  Wedder- 
bum, a  lord  of 
session  under 
the  title  of  Lord 
Chesterhall,  b. 
1693,  d.l756(?). 


Janet,  dau. 
of   David 
Ogilvy  of 
Inusto, 
m.  1732, 
d.  1771. 


Alexander 
Wedderbum 
b.  1694-95, 
d.  1734 
unin. 


James 
Wedder- 
bum, 
b.  1713  (?), 
d.  1744  (?) 
unm. 


1.  Mary,  m.  George 
Cheap. 

2.  Agnes,  m,  Captain 
James  St.  Clair. 

4* 


— -i — i 

3.  Janet, 
d.  unm. 

4.  Jean,  m. 
Archibald 
Cunniug- 
hame. 


1.  Betty  Anne,=Alexander  Wedderburn,=f=2.  Hon.  Charlotte, 


dau.    of    John  Lord  Loughborough  and 

Dawson  ofMor-  Earl    of   Rosslyn,    Lord 

ley,    m.    1767.  High  Chancellor  of  Great 

Shed.s.p.  1781.  Britain,  b.  1733,  d.  1805. 


Courteuay,  dau.  of 
Viscount    Cour- 
tenay,  b.  1751,  in. 
1782,  d.  1826. 


David    Wedder- 
bum, Lieut.  - 
Col.,  b.  1740,  d. 
unm.  at  Bar- 
oach,  1772. 


A  son,  b.  1793,  d.  1794. 


Janet,  b.  1736,  d.  1797; 
m.  Sir  Henry  Erskine  of 
Alva,  Bart. 

The  St.  Clair- Erskines, 
Earls  of  Rosslyn. 


1  See  as  to  this  incident  post,  p.  404.     There  is,  however,  some  doubt  as  to  the  accuracy  of  this  statement, 

as  it  would  appear  that  the  "  unadvised  attack  "  did  not  occur  until  after  Lord  Chesterhall's  death. 

2  This  is  inaccurate.     The  crest  is  an  eagle's  head  only,  while  the  motto  was,  I  believe,  personal  to  Lord 

Loughborough,  before  whose  time  I  have  no  record  of  its  use  by  his  predecessors.  There  were, 
apparently,  funeral  escutcheons  prepared  by  the  Lyon  Office  for  both  Lord  Chesterhall  and  his 
grandfather,  Lord  Gosford,  but  I  do  not  know  if  they  showed  any  mottoes  (H.C.R.  I.,  ii.). 

1  The  diary  has  "  Lord  Loughborough's  daughter,  an  error  of  either  "  Loughborough  "  for  "  Chesterhall," 
or  "  daughter"  for  "sister." 

4  See  post,  pp.  401-2  ;  but  the  date  was  14  Nov.  1772. 
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Part  IV. 
Lord  Chesterhall  had  married  about  1732  Janet  Ogilvy,  daughter  to  David  Ogilvy,  Chap.  ill. 
Captain  in  the  11th  Regiment  of  Dragoons  (son  of  David  Ogilvy  of  Inusto),1  and  by  her 
who  died  in  London  2  June  1771,  and  was  buried  at  Kensington  (Scots'  Mag.  June  1771  ; 
H  G.R.  I.,  ii.  b,  4)  had  issue  two  sons  and  a  daughter.     The  sons  were, 

1.  Alexander  Wedderfourn,  afterwards  Lord  Chancellor  Loughborough,  raised  to  the 

peerage  by  the  titles  of  Baron  of  Loughborough  (1780)  and  Earl  of  Rosslyn  (1803). 
See  post,  p.  402. 

2.  David  Wedderburn  [1740-72],  born  in  March  1740.*     He  was,  as  already  stated 

(ante,  p.  400),  bred  to  the  law,  but  on  his  father's  death,  or  soon  after,  entered  the 
army,  and  early  in  1760  got  rank  as  captain,  and  at  once  set  about  raising  a  troop. 
The  following  letter,  written  by  him  to  Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,3  was,  no 
doubt,  only  one  of  several  such  letters  to  the  like  effect. 

Dear  Sir, 

If  I  am  not  mistaken,  you  was  so  good  as  to  say  that  if  I  could  get  a  command  of  High- 
landers you  could  raise  some  men  for  me.  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  give  me,  tho'  a  very 
young  lieutenant,  a  company  of  Highland  Volunteers  in  the  Keg'  commanded  by  Lieu'  Col1 
Campbell.  It  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  me  to  have  my  Company  soon  completed.  I  must 
therefore  claim  your  former  promise  and  beg  that  if  it  is  in  your  power  you  will  assist  me  with 
men.  I  will  go  as  far  as  five  or  six  pounds  a  man,  but  if  I  can  get  them  for  less,  as  I  raise  them 
quite  at  my  own  expense,  it  will  be  better.  I  hope  to  have  soon  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  your 
own  house.  In  the  meantime  I  sh:tll  take  it  as  a  very  particular  favour  if  you  can  at  all  assist  me 
in  this  matter.  If  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  let  me  know  if  you  have  any  success  for  me,  I 
will  be  vastly  obliged  to  you.     My  mother  and  sister  join  with  me  in  compts  to  you  and  Family. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  sincerely 
Any  Size  or  Age  will  Serve  me.  Your  humble  servant 

Edinr  28th  February  1760.  David  Wedderburne. 

Whether  Pearsie  was  able  to  help  him  or  not  does  not  appear,  but  the  young 
officer  no  doubt  made  up  his  company  and  distinguished  himself  as  captain, 
since  by  July  1761  he  had  become  major  of  a  battalion  of  British  troops,  attached 
to  the  allied  forces  under  Ferdinand,  Duke  of  Brunswick  and  Lunenburg.  On 
July  16  he  was  dispatched  by  the  Duke  to  London  to  announce  to  the  King  the 
victory  over  the  French,  under  Broglio  and  Soubise,  gained  at  Kirck  Denckern  or 
Velliughausen,  on  that  day.  He  reached  St.  James  on  the  22nd.  "  This  day  " 
(says  the  London  Gazette,  Gent.  Mag.,  p.  315)  "arrived  Major  Wedderburn 
dispatched  by  Prince  Ferdinand,  Duke  of  Brunswick,  on  the  16th  from  the  field  of 
Kirck  Denckern  with  a  letter  from  the  Prince  to  the  King."  The  letter  speaks  of 
the  major  "  as  an  officer  of  very  distinguished  merit,  and  who  had  greatly  con- 
tributed to  the  happy  success  of  this  day."  Major  Wedderburn's  own  account  of 
the  engagement  is  given  on  p.  316  of  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  and  three  days 
later,  25  July  (Gent.  Mag.,  p.  377),  "his  Majesty  ordered  him  a  present  of  1,000/. 
and  appointed  him  to  command  a  new  regiment  (102ud)  now  raising,  to  be  called 
the  Queen's  Royal  Volunteers."  A  year  later  (Oct.  1762)  he  was  again  promoted 
from  this  post  of  major-commandant  of  the  102nd  to  be  lieut.-colonel  of  the  68th 
(Gent.  Mag.  1762,  p.  504;  Scots'  Mag.,  p.  568),  and  soon  after  embarked  for  India. 
In    1764  he  became   lieut.-colonel   of   the    22nd,   and    was   gazetted    commander 

1  J.W.  in  his  MS.  identifies  this  Captain  David  Ogilvy  with  the  second  son  of  Sir  David  Ogilvy,  second 

Baronet  of  Inverquharity,  whom  Douglas  in  his  Baronage  states  to  have  died  unmarried,  so  that  Lord 
Chesterhall's  wife  would  be,  as  J.W.  assumes,  a  natural  daughter.  But  this  identification,  for  which 
J.W.  gives  no  authority,  would  appear  to  be  entirely  wrong,  and  the  parentage  of  Janet  to  be  quite 
other  than  that  supposed  for  her  by  J.W.  This  is  made  clear  by  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
dated  Edinburgh  30  Sept.  1791,  and  addressed  by  Neil  Fergusson  to  A.  Scry mgeour- Wedderburn  of 
Wedderburn.  He  says,  "  I  have  a  very  distinct  account  of  my  relations  in  my  father's  writing  which 
I  will  show  you  in  some  idle  hour,  as  it  contains  many  curious  anecdotes  and  shows  how  that  I  have 
the  honour  to  be  your  cousin  by  the  following  : — '  Your  father  (i.e.,  the  writer  himself),  Adam 
Fergusson,  was  son  to  Alexander  Fergusson  of  Balchandy  and  Magdalen,  only  daughter  of  Thomas 
Ogilvy  of  Bellaty  in  Glenisla  and  Anne  Ramsay  (daughter  of  John  Ramsay  of  Bonnybreich  and 
Magdalen  Collace).  My  grandfather  Bellaty  had  two  brothers — George,  who  went  into  the  army  and 
died,  I  believe,  unmarried,  and  David  Ogilvy  of  Inusto,  whose  son  David  became  a  captain  in  Kerr's 
Dragoons,  and  left  two  daughters,  one  married  to  Mr.  Wedderburn  (afterwards  Lord  Chesterhall)  and 
Christian,  who  is  yet  in  life  not  married.  .  ,  .  My  grandmother  was  a  daughter  to  Ogilvy  of  Powrie, 
a  family  that  does  not  now  exist  .  .  .  her  mother  was  daughter  of  Scrymgeour  of  Dudope,  after- 
wards Viscount  Dundee.' " 

2  The  inscription  on  his  tomb  states  that  he  was  aged  32  years  and  8  mouths  on  his  death  in  Nov.  1772. 

3  Pearsie  and  he  were  third  cousins,  although  the  former  was  Benior  by  over  thirty  years.     The  letter  is 

.  here  quoted  from  a  copy  made  by  J.W.  of  the  original  at  Pearsie  and  embodied  in  his  MS. 

3d 
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Part  IV.  (Gent.    Mag.,   pp.   303,   383).       In    1770    he    was    made   colonel   and   brigadier- 

Chap.  III.  general  in  the  H.E.I. C.'s   presidency  of  Bombay.      The  Company    "  reaped    the 

most  essential  advantages  from  the  exertion  of  his  talents,"  and  "  he  was  generally 
loved  and  respected."  "  He  was  in  command  of  the  expedition  against  Baroach  or 
Baroche\  but  did  not  live  to  see  the  surrender  of  that  place,  being  shot  through 
the  head  by  an  Arab  of  the  garrison  14  Nov.  1772."  "Candid,  just  and  sincere, 
his  conduct  through  life  reflected  the  highest  honour  on  his  memory,  and  he  fell 
most  universally  regretted  and  lamented  by  all  degrees  of  people."1 

He  was  buried  at  Baroach  beneath  a  handsome  monument,  erected  by  his 
comrades  and  bearing  an  inscription  by  his  aide-de-camp,  Alexander  McLellan,  and 
his  secretary,  John  McKenzie,  which  is  given  at  length  in  the  East  Indian  Military 
Calendar  (vol.  ii.,  pp.  101-2,  117-18),  from  which  some  passages  of  it  have  been 
quoted  above  (See  also  Ann.  Reg.,  1773,  p.  120,  and  H.C.R.  I.,  i.). 

After  his  death  administration  of  his  estate  was  granted  in  London,  22  Feb. 
1774  to  his  brother  Alexander,  as  his  next-of-kin.  The  entry  describes  him  as 
"late  brigadier-general  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  H.E.I.  Company's  forces  at 
Bombay,  and  major  in  H.M.'s  77th  Regiment  of  Foot  on  half-pay  at  Bombay,"  and 
as  unmarried  (L.  W.  2).  On  his  death,  therefore,  his  brother  Alexander  became 
the  sole  surviving  descendant  in  male  line  of  their  grandparents,  Alexander 
Wedderburn  and  Mary  Daes. 

The  eldest  son  of  Lord  Chesterhall, 

Alexander  Wedderburn  [1733 — 1805]2  afterwards  Lord  Loughborough  and  Earl 
of  Rosslyn,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  was  born  at  Edinburgh  13  Feb.  1733, 
and  baptized  there  Feb.  15  (Ed.  B.  38  ;  H.C.R.  I.  ii.,  note).3  His  life  has  been  written 
at  length  by  Lord  Campbell  in  his  Lives  of  the  Lord  Chancellors  (vol.  vi.  1847),  and  I  do 
not  propose  to  do  more  here  than  briefly  recapitulate  his  public  career.  Of  his  early 
years  but  a  single  anecdote  survives,  and  is  given  by  Campbell.  When  he  was  between 
three  and  four  years  old  he  provoked  a  fierce  Turkey  cock  by  hallooing  to  him 

"  Bubbly  Jock,  your  wife  is  a  witch, 
And  she's  going  to  be  burnt  with  a  barrel  of  pitch," 

whereupon  the  animal  flew  at  the  child,  laid  him  flat  on  the  ground,  and  would  have 
pecked  his  eyes  out  had  he  not  been  rescued  by  his  nurse.  When,  years  after,  the 
gardener's  boy,  who  had  seen  the  occurrence,  was  taken  to  see  the  Lord  Chancellor 
sitting  on  the  bench,  he  exclaimed,  "  Weel  !  weel  !  he  may  be  a  great  man  now,  but  I 
mind  fine  he  was  aince  sair  hadden  doon  by  his  mither's  bubbly  jock  ! " 

He  was  educated  at  first  by  his  mother,  who  was  (says  Campbell)  "  possessed  of  a 
taste  for  literature — rare  among  the  females  of  that  day.  .  .  .  She  not  only  taught  little 
Alec  to  read  but  early  inspired  him  with  a  love  of  looks,  so  that  he  made  wonderful 
progress  in  his  studies.  At  about  six  years  old  he  was  sent  to  Mr.  James  Barclay's  school 
at  Dalkeith,  where  he  met  Henry  Dundas,  afterwards  Viscount  Melville,  and  later  on 
matriculated  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh  18  March  1746.  Here  he  not  only  continued 
to  display  the  proficiency  that  had  marked  his  still  earlier  years,  but  was  in  daily 
intercourse  and  on  a  footing  of  perfect  equality  with  several  of  the  most  distinguished 
literary  characters  whom  Scotland  has  ever  produced  " — such  as  Robertson  the  historian, 
David  Hume,  and  Adam  Smith. 

1  He  and  his  elder  brother  are  occasionally  mentioned  in  the  Autobiography  of  Alexander  Carlyle  (pp.  324, 
327,  340,  343,  406,  449,  483,  508,  and  510).  On  one  occasion  they  went  down  to  dine  with  Garrick 
at  Hampton  after  a  game  of  golf,  then  hardly  known  in  England,  at  Molesey  Hurst.  On  another,  in 
1769,  Carlyle  dined  with  them  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  where  Alexander  was  then  living,  and 
remarks  that  "  Wedderburn  continued  open  and  cordial  all  that  day  ;  his  brother  (David)  was  always 
so."  The  character  of  David  seems  to  have  been  much  the  more  genial,  for  elsewhere  (p.  343) 
Carlyle  says  of  him  "  He  was  held  by  his  companions  to  be  in  every  respect  as  clever  and  able  a  man 
as  his  elder  brother  the  Chancellor,  with  a  much  more  gay,  popular,  and  social  temper." 

3  Synopsis  of  References  :— S.W.  654,  665-68,  680,  685  ;  Bl.  64  ;  Adv.Adm.  5  ;  G.R.S.  75  ;  R.D.  385, 
402  a  6,  433,  436,  439,  442  ;  Ed.T.  11  ;  Ed.M.  25,  n.  2  ;  Ed.B.  38;   L.W.  2;  H.C.R.  I.,  i. 

3  Lord  Campbell  says  that  though  he  had  been  told  that  Wedderburn  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  he  had  "  in 
vain  tried  to  find  the  register  of  his  baptism,"  and  thinks  that  "  the  evidence  preponderates  in  favour 
of  the  rural  birth  place,"  i.e.,  Chesterhall.  The  register  of  his  baptism  is  as  clear  as  it  easily  found, 
and  decides  the  matter.  I  know  of  no  evidence  in  favour  of  the  rural  birth-place.  Campbell  speaks 
of  the  "  Wedderburns  of  Chesterhall  "  as  if  they  had  long  possessed  that  estate,  whereas  it  was  first 
acquired  by  Lord  Loughborough's  father,  and  that  not  till  after  Lord  Loughborough's  birth. 
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Destined  for  the  law,  he  studied  at  Edinburgh,  under  "the  laborious  and  accurate  Part  iv. 
Erskine,  afterwards  the  author  of  the  Institutes,  but  while  still  a  student  at  the  Scotch  cha,P-  ln- 
Bar,  contemplated  leaving  his  own  country  for  England  and  becoming,  as  he  did,  the 
first  Scotchman  who  had  ever  risen  to  be  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain.  It  was 
for  advice  as  to  this  proposal  that  he  and  his  father  visited  Hume  Campbell,  brother  to 
Lord  Marchmont,  and  then  at  the  English  Bar,  who  voted  young  Alexander  "  a  hopeless 
dunce,"  and  advised  his  father  to  give  up  all  idea  of  even  the  Scotch  bar  and  to  ship  the 
youth  off  to  sea.  This  advice,  however,  was  not  followed  ;  on  the  contrary,  early  in  1753 
Alexander  Wedderburn  went  up  to  London,  and  on  condition  of  his  completing  his  law 
course  at  home  and  trying  his  luck  in  the  first  instance  in  his  native  city,  was  allowed  by 
his  father  to  enter  himself  a  student  at  the  Inner  Temple,  8  May  1753.1 

In  accordance  with  his  promise  he  now  returned  home,  and  after  a  little  over  a  year, 
29  June  1754,  was  admitted  an  advocate  (Adv.Adm.  5).  He  then  began  to  practise  in 
Edinburgh,  where  he  remained  for  three  years,  during  which  he  also  "eat  his  dinners''  in 
London.  He  was  almost  at  once  appointed  one  of  the  advocates  for  the  poor,  a  curator  of 
the  advocates'  library,  and  one  of  the  fifteen  public  examiners  and  impugners.  In  1755 
his  father  was  elevated  to  the  bench,  which  was  thought  to  be  a  great  advantage  to  the 
son,  both  because  of  the  chance  of  his  succeeding  to  some  of  his  father's  business,  and 
because  of  the  position  it  might  give  him  as  the  son  of  a  judge.  He  owed  his  first  brief, 
however,  to  his  own  cleverness  and  knowledge  of  human  nature.  Small  in  stature,  he 
assumed  a  solemn  demeanour  as  he  walked  to  the  Parliament  House,  and  with  his  marked 
features  succeeded  in  looking  as  thoughtful  and  steady  as  any  man  of  fifty.  "  How  came 
you  to  employ  me  1 "  he  asked  his  first  client,  a  stranger  to  him.  "  Why  I  had  noticed  you 
going  to  Court,  the  most  punctual  of  any,  as  the  clock  struck  nine,"  was  the  answer ; 
"  and  you  looked  so  grave  and  business-like  that  I  resolved  from  your  appearance  to  have 
you  for  my  advocate." 

There  is  little  evidence  of  the  extent  or  nature  of  his  practice  in  Edinburgh,2  but 
he  was  certainly  a  prominent  figure  in  various  circles.  According  to  Campbell  he 
was  privately  ordained  an  elder  of  the  parish  of  East  Lothian ;  and  was  elected  a 
representative  for  the  General  Assembly  of  Scotland,  by  the  royal  burgh  of  Inverkeithing 
in  May  1755,  but  quarrelling  with  that  burgh  "for  some  unexplained  reason,"  contrived  to 
get  himself  elected  provost  of  Dunfermline,  acquired  a  complete  ascendancy  over  the 
Council  of  the  burgh,  and  was  unanimously  elected  their  representative  for  the  Assembly 
in  May  1856. 3  Here  he  spoke  on  several  occasions,  notably  in  defence  of  Hume's  "Essay 
on  the  Understanding,"  which  it  was  proposed  to  censure  as  "  pernicious  "  ;  and  admirably 
and  in  accordance  with  a  taste  he  long  enjoyed,  against  a  proposal  that  no  member  of  the 
church,  lay  or  clerical,  should  ever  enter  a  theatre. 

In  a  very  different  society — that  of  the  convivial  "  Poker  Club  " — Wedderburn  also 
shone,  and  it  was  on  his  motion  that  the  club  dissolved  and  became  "  The  Select  Society," 
a  debating  society  of  which  he  was  "the  first  pneses,"  and  which  rapidly  grew  in  popularity 

1  "  Alexander  Wedderburn,  gentleman,  son  and  heir  apparent  of  Peter  Wedderburn  of  Edinburgh,  Esq., 

admitted  8th  May  1753  "  (Books  of  the  Inner  Temple). 

2  Some  few  printed  law  papers,  etc.,  by  him  are  in  the  library  of  the  British  Museum,  including  his  essay 

"  Disputatio  Juridica  ad  Tit  i  Lib  xix  pand.  de  actionibus  empti  venditi,"  etc.  (8  pp.,  T.  and  W, 
Euddiman,  Edin.,  1754,  8vo.),  written  on  his  admission  as  advocate  (pressmark  6006  ee,  5,  7). 
Campbell  says  that  his  name  occurs  "  once  or  twice  "  in  the  Faculty  Reports  up  to  6  July  1757.  He 
lived  in  the  south-east  parish  of  Edinburgh.  See  Ed.M.  25,  n.  2,  where  a  servant  of  Mr.  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  advocate,  in  the  S.E.  parish,  is  married  28  May  1756. 

3  Campbell  quotes  no  authorities  in  regard  to  Wedderburu's   representation  of   Inverkeithiug,  and  the 

following  extracts  from  the  Dunfermline  Records  of  1755  (not  1756)  throw  doubt  on  the  accuracy  of 
his  account.  "1755  March  24,  Alexander  Wedderburn,  advocate,  is  proposed  as  representative  to  the 
General  Assembly,  but  would  not  accept,  seeing  he  was  not  yet  ordained  an  elder.  May  28,  he  is 
chosen  representative  for  the  burgh  to  the  Convention  of  Burghs.  Sept.  20,  he  was  "  elected  interim 
provost  in  the  place  of  Sir  Peter  Halkett,  deceased,  till  the  next  annual  election,"  and  six  days  later, 
Sept.  26,  is  elected  provost.  Oct.  4,  he  is  chosen  elder  of  the  burgh  to  represent  them  at  the  General 
Assembly.  From  these  entries  it  would  appear  that  Dunfermline  had  desired  to  elect  him  before  he 
was  even  an  elder,  and  did  so  as  soon  as  he  thus  qualified,  and  this  in  1755,  so  that  there  is  no  time 
for  his  representation  of  Inverkeithing.  As  to  his  "  contriving  to  get  elected  provost  of  Dunfermline," 
Campbell  does  not  seem  aware  of  his  close  family  connection  with  the  burgh  through  the  Pitfirraue 
family,  and  is  certainly  wrong  in  Btating  generally  that  "  Wedderburn  was  of  a  Presbyterian  family," 
the  senior  branches  of  the  family,  at  any  rate,  being  staunch  Episcopalians.  It  is  possible,  if  we  may 
judge  by  his  subsequent  political  career,  that  Wedderburn  qualified  as  elder  in  order  to  sit  on  the 
General  Assembly,  as  at  that  time  young  advocates  liked  the  advertisement  of  doing. 
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Part  IV.  and  importance.  He  also  took  part  in  the  foundation  of  the  Edinburgh  Review,  to  the 
Chap,  in.-  ^rst  number  of  which  he  contributed  both  the  preface  and  a  review  of  a  fresh  grammar 
recently  issued  by  his  old  school-master,  James  Barclay. 

The  occasion  of  his  leaving  the  Scottish  for  the  English  Bar  furnishes  the  most 
dramatic  incident  of  his  career.  Lockhart  (afterwards  Lord  Covington),  who  was  then 
Dean  of  Faculty,  was  constantly  offensive  and  overbearing  in  his  manner  towards  the 
junior  bar,  of  whom  four,  including  Wedderburn,  made  a  mutual  compact  that  each  should 
seize  the  first  opportunity  of  resisting  the  insolence  of  the  Dean.  At  the  close  of  July  or 
beginning  of  August,  1757, l  Wedderburn  was  opposed  to  Lockhart,  who  called  him  "  a 
presumptuous  boy  "  and  treated  him  with  more  than  his  usual  rudeness.  The  occasion  had 
arisen,  and  Wedderburn  held  to  his  compact,  delivering  the  most  furious  personal  invective 
ever  heard  at  the  Scottish  Bar.  "  He  made,"  said  Lord  President  Craigie,  when  asked 
afterwards  why  he  had  not  sooner  interfered,  "all  the  flesh  creep  on  my  bones."  At 
length,  however,  the  President  checked  his  language  as  "unbecoming  either  advocate  or 
gentleman,"  to  which  Wedderburn  retorted  that  ''  his  lordship  had  said  as  a  judge  what 
he  could  not  justify  as  a  gentleman."  The  Court  here  declared  that  Mr.  Wedderburn 
must  retract  his  words  and  apologize  on  pain  of  deprivation.  Wedderburn  had  now 
become  cool.  He  deliberately  stripped  off  his  gown.  "My  Lords,"  he  said,  "I  neither 
retract  nor  apologize,  but  I  will  save  you  the  trouble  of  deprivation  ;  there  is  my  gown 
and  I  will  never  wear  it  more.  Virtute  me  involvo."  He  then  laid  his  robe  on  the  bar, 
bowed  to  the  Judges  and  left  the  court.     That  night  he  set  off  for  London. 

It  has  been  questioned  whether  his  exit  from  the  Parliament  House  was  unpre- 
meditated, or  contrived  to  give  greater  Mat  to  the  change.  However  that  may  be,  his 
choice  once  made  was  decisive.  In  the  autumn  of  1757  (Oct.  26)  we  find  that,  "being 
resolved  to  reside  in  London  for  some  time,"  he  appoints  John  Flockhart,  an  Edinburgh 
writer,  to  manage  his  affairs  in  Scotland  (R  D.  385).  His  former  brethren  of  the  Scottish 
bar,  however,  were  not  so  informed,  and  early  in  1758  (Jan.  3)  in  lieu  of  electing  someone 
to  fill  his  place,  as  a  curator  of  the  library,  they  wrote  to  ask  him  whether  he  intended  to 
return  soon  to  Scotland.  His  answer  must  have  been  in  the  negative,  and  a  year  later 
his  place  was  filled. 

In  London  he  began  by  taking  lessons  in  English  under  Sheridan  and  Macklin,  and 
by  constant  effort  got  rid  of  his  Scotch  accent.  He  was  called  to  the  English  Bar  by 
the  Society  of  the  Inner  Temple,  25  Nov.  1757,  and  seems  to  have  soon  acquired  some 
little  business.2  His  practice  as  a  junior,  however,  was  never  large  or  steady,  and  he 
soon  turned  his  attention  to  politics,  with  result  that  after  being  appointed  secretary  to 
the  Chancellor,  Robert  Henley,  Lord  Northington,  in  Nov.  1761,3  he,  within  sis  years  of 
his  call,  18  Feb.  1763,  received  the  honour  of  a  silk  gown,  a  reward  in  his  case  of  party 
zeal  rather  than  of  prolonged  professional  application.4  Hitherto,  from  motives  of  economy, 
he  had  gone  no  circuit,  but  now  proposed  to  join,  as  a  leader,  the  northern  circuit,  from 
which  the  recently  appointed  Attorney  General,  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  had  just  retired.  His 
proposal  met  with  a  strong  protest  from  the  Bar,  and,  though  he  was  not  excluded  from 
the  circuit,  he  did  not  succeed  there,  and  after  two  or  three  years,  gave  it  up  in  view  of 
his  increasing  practice  in  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

I  do  not  propose  to  follow  in  detail  his  subsequent  legal  and  political  career. 
Throughout  both  he  had  but  one  end  in  view — the  possession  of  the  Great  Seal — and  this 
end  he  attained.  His  means  to  it  have  been  the  subject  of  unsparing  and  exaggerated 
obloquy.  "  Much  of  this  censure  (says  Campbell)  is  deserved,  but  it  may  well  be 
mitigated  by  considering  that  he  was  distinguished  by  lofty  aspirations  as  well  as  amiable 
sentiments,  and  that  he  was  free  from  faults  and  follies  which  have  made  other  occupiers 
of  the  '  marble  chair  '  odious  or  ridiculous." 

I  briefly  recapitulate  the  steps  in  his  rise.     He  had  entered  parliament,  in  support 

1  Campbell  says  that  it  was  between  26  July,  when  Wedderburn  was  reappoiuted  one  of  the  advocates  for 

the  poor,  and  10  Aug.,  when  the  summer  session  ended.  It  would  thus  seem  to  have  been  clearly 
after  the  death  of  Lord  Chesterhall,  which  had  occurred  11  Aug.  1756,  his  will  being  given  up  by 
his  eldest  son  and  only  executor  16  Nov.  in  that  year  (Ed.T.  11).     See  ante,  p.  400. 

2  He  is  now  termed  "  Counsellor  at  law  in  London"   in  several  Scotch  documents,  e.g.,  10  April  1760, 

when  he  gets  sasine  of  Romano  Grange,  co.  Peebles  (G.R.S.  75),  and  20  June  1766,  when  he  renounces 
the  Grange  to  the  Earl  of  Dundonald  (R.D.  402a).     In  this  year,  2  Oct.,  he  also  sells  some  Bank  of 
Scotland  shares  (ib.  402  6). 
Campbell  omits  all  mention  of  this  appointment ;  but  see  Scots'  Mag.,  p.  616. 
4  At  the  same  time  he  became  a  bencher  of  Lincoln's  Inn. 
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of  Lord  Bute,  in  1763,  as  member  for  Rothsay  and  Inverray,  and  sat  subsequently  Part  IV. 
for  Okehampton,  Richmond  (1768)  in  preference  to  Castle  Rising,  for  which  he  was  chap- Ilr- 
simultaneously  elected,  and  Bishop's  Castle  (1770).  He  was  Solicitor  General  26  Jan. 
1771,  Attorney  General  10  June  1773,  and  being  appointed  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Common  Pleas  14  June  1780,  was  sworn  of  the  Privy  Council  9  June  (Gent.  Mag., 
p.  300),  raised  to  the  peerage  of  the  United  Kingdom  as  Baron  Loughborough  of  Lough- 
borough, co.  Leicester,  by  patent,  dated  14  June  1780,  in  favour  of  him  and  the  heirs 
male  of  his  body,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Lords  five  days  later,  19  June 
(ib.  p.  297) } 

In  1783  he  had  been  chosen  first  commissioner  for  keeping  the  Great  Seal,  and 
27  Jan.  1793  succeeded  Lord  Thurlow  as  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  an  office 
never  before  held  by  one  of  his  countrymen. 

He  was  created  anew  Baron  Loughborough  of  Loughborough,  co.  Surrey,  by  patent, 
dated  31  Oct.  1795,  to  him  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  with  remainder  severally  and 
successively  to  his  sister's  sons,  James  and  John  Erskine,  and  by  a  third  patent,  21  April 
1801,  was  made  an  Earl  of  the  United  Kingdom  by  the  style  and  title  of  Earl  of  Rosslyn, 
co.  Midlothian,  with  similar  remainders. 

He  resigned  the  Great  Seal  in  April  1801,  after  which  he  resided  at  Baylis,2  near 
Windsor,  and  was  constantly  at  Weymouth,  then  much  frequented  by  the  King.  It  was 
between  his  resignation  and  his  death,  in  1 805,  that  he  at  last  revisited  Edinburgh,  and 
had  himself  carried  in  a  chair  to  his  father's  house  in  Gray's  Close,  where  so  many  of  his 
early  years  had  been  spent.  He  asked  if  a  set  of  holes  in  the  paved  court,  formerly  used 
by  him  for  some  youthful  pastime,  was  still  in  existence,  and  on  finding  it,  is  said  to  have 
been  much  overcome. 

He  took  at  one  time  a  considerable  interest  in  the  history  of  his  family,  and  had 
(says  J.W.  in  his  MS.)  some  correspondence  with  Mr.  Home  of  Wedderburn  upon  the 
subject,  with  what  result  is  not  known.  A  letter  from  him  to  Alexander  Scrymgeour- 
Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn,  written  24  Aug.  1782,  not  long  after  he  was  raised  to  the 
peerage,  evinces  a  similar  spirit  (S.W.  665-68),  and  the  pains  he  was  at,  in  regard  to 
the  Balindean  baronetcy  (Bl.  64,  65),  show  the  respect  he  had  for  those  of  his  name.3 

Several  portraits  of  him  exist,  some  of  them  well-known  from  engravings.  Of  these 
the  earliest  is  one  by  H.  Brown,  painted  before  his  elevation  to  the  Bench.4  Of 
portraits  of  him  in  his  robes  as  Chief  Justice  or  as  Chancellor,  one  by  Northcote  is  at 
Pitfirrane,  and  an  oil-sketch,  also  by  Northcote,  at  Pinkie,  is  owned  by  Sir  William 
Wedderburn.  Another  portrait  of  him,  by  Raeburn,  was  at  Dysart,  co.  Fife  ;  another 
hangs  in  the  Bench  Room  at  Lincoln's  Inn,  while  yet  another,  by  William  Owen,  R.A., 
is  in  the  National  Portrait  Gallery.  The  finest  of  all,  however  (a  threequarter  length),  is  by 
Reynolds,  representing  him  in  his  robes  as  Chief  Justice,  which  was  exhibited  in  London  in 
1867  and  1884,  and  ultimately  found  its  way  to  Christie's,  where  it  was  sold,  8  May  1897, 
for  £1,200.  A  mezzotint  of  this  picture,  by  Grozer,  is  frequently  met  with,  as  is  an 
engraving  of  the  portrait  by  Northcote,  which  shows  him  in  his  robes  as  Chancellor.6 

He  died  somewhat  suddenly  at  Baylis,  near  Windsor,   2  Jan.    1805.     He  had  but 

1  There  are  oue  or  two  references  to  him,   177S-82,  as  acting  as  trustee  for  his  father's  first  cousin, 

Alexander  Wedderburn  of  St.  Germain's  (ante,  p.  376).     See  R.D.  433,  436,  439,  442. 

2  He  at  one  time  lived  a  good  deal  at  Harrogate.     "  There  is  a  curious  old  house  on  the  common  here 

called  '  Wedderburn  House.'  It  was  built  and  the  grounds  enclosed  and  planted  by  Alexr  Wedderburn, 
Lord  Loughboro',  about  1775.  It  was  sold,  I  believe,  by  his  nephew  the  late  (second)  Earl  of  Rosslyn, 
and  oddly  enough  belongs  now  to  a  Mr.  Weatherburn  of  Leeds.  The  Rosslyn  family  have  still  some 
Wedderburn  estates  hereabout."  (Letter  Hugh  Hope  to  Mr.  Andrew  Webster,  dated  Harrogate, 
9  Sept.  1858.) 

3  Some  other  letters  from  him  to  Alexander  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  re  the  Fife  and  Forfar  elections, 

dated  26  June  1779,  1  Aug.  1795,  and  12  Feb.  1802,  are  in  the  Wedderburn  charter  chest  (S.W.  654, 
680,  685).  Facsimiles  of  his  signature  before  and  after  his  peerage  face  p.  72  of  vol,  ii.  Among  the 
MSS.  in  the  British  Museum  are  two  briefs  of  his  when  Attorney- General  in  1776-79,  and  also  some 
few  letters  to  and  from  him.  The  letters  are  dated  from  various  places,  e.g.,  Durham  (1768), 
Harrogate  (1780),  Wakefield  (1782),  Mitcham  (1783),  Bedford  (1792),  Hampstead  (1794),  Bath  (1803), 
and  include  correspondence  with  Jeramy  Bentham  and  William  Eden,  first  Lord  Auckland.  See 
Egerton  MSS.,  2136,  fol.  230  ;  2401,  fol.  47.  Egertou  Addit.  MSS.  1889,  33541,  fol.  381,  454,  485 
(letters  to  Jeremy  Bentham) ;  also  General  MSS.,  21507,  fol.  239-40,  251  ;  28103,  fol.  121  ;  29475, 
17,  19,  33,  35,  41  ;  31158,  fol.  35  ;  33072,  fol.  392  ;  33108,  fol.  215. 

4  This  has  been  engraved. 

5  He  also  appears  in  the  picture  of  George  III.  receiving  the  Persian  Ambassadors,  the  engraving  of  which 

is  not  uncommon.  A  small  oval  portrait  of  him  in  full  buttoned  wig  and  a  fair  account  of  him  may 
be  found  in  Kay's  Portraits  (Edin.  1877),  vol.  i.,  p.  378. 
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Part  iv.  recently  recovered  from  an  attack  of  gout,  and  attended  on  Jan.  1  the  Queen's  reception 
Chap.  in.  aj  Frogmore.  On  the  following  day  he  rode  out  to  visit  a  friend,  but  after  returning 
home  to  dinner,  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  apoplexy,  and  died  at  midnight  (Kay's  Portraits).1 
His  remains  were  removed  to  his  house  in  London,  and  were  buried  in  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral  beneath  a  flat  stone,  bearing  his  arms  and  motto,  "  Illreso  lumine  solem,"  and 
the  following  inscription,  which  was  "  fast  becoming  illegible  "  when  Campbell  wrote: — 

Alexander     Wedderburn, 

Earl  of  Rossltn, 

Baron  Loughborough. 

Born    13th    February   1733. 

Died  2nd  January  1805. 

He  was  twice  married, 

(i.)  On  31  Dec.  1767,  at  Battley,  co.  York,  to  Betty  Anne  Dawson,  sole  child  and 
heiress  of  John  Dawson  of  Morley,  co.  York  (London  Mag.,  7  Jan,  1768),  but  by  her,  who 
died  15  Feb.  1781  and  was  buried  at  Morley,  had  no  issue. 

(ii.)  On  12  Sept.  1782  to  the  Hon.  Charlotte  Courtenay,  fifth  daughter  of 
William,  first  Viscount  Courtenay  of  Powderham,  co.  Devon,  and  by  her  (who  was 
born  at  Powderham  21  Jan.  1751,  and,  surviving  the  Earl,  died  in  May  1826),  had  issue 
one  son,2  who  was  born  2  Oct.  1793  and  died  in  the  following  year. 

His  honours  thus  devolved  under  the  special  remainders  of  the  patents  of  1795  and 
1801  on  the  eldest  son  of  his  sister, 

Janet  Wedderburn,  who  was  born  in  1736,  and  died  in  1797.3  She  married, 
25  April  1761  (Scots'  Mag.,  xxiii.,  p.  221-22),  Lieut.-Gen.  Sir  Henry  Erskine  of  Alva,  Bart., 
some  time  Colonel  of  the  1st  Foot  Regiment  (Royal  Scots)  and  M.P.  for  Anstruther,  and 
by  him  (d.  9  Aug.  1765)  had  issue  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  Henrietta  Maria,  who  died 
unm.  in  1820." 


1  There  are  obituary  notices  of  the  Earl  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  1805,  p.  88,  and  in  the  European 
Magazine,  1805,  p.  82.     An  engraving  of  him  may  also  be  found  in  the  latter  magazine  for  Sept.  1798. 
3  I  have  not  ascertained  his  name  nor  the  place  or  date  of  his  baptism. 

3  She  is  mentioned  in  the  Autobiography  of  Alexander  Carlyle,  p.  406,  where,  however,  her  Christian  name 

is  wrongly  given  as  Fanny.  Her  portrait  was  painted  by  Allan  Kamsay,  and  reproduced  in  mezzotint 
by  Johnson. 

4  Of  the  sons,  the  younger,  John  Erskine,  died  in  1817,  having  married,  1802,  Mary  Mordaunt,  daughter 

of  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  Bart.,  and  by  her  (d.  17  July  1821)  had  issue  an  only  child,  Mary  Erskine, 
who,  in  1856,  married  as  his  second  wife  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland,  Bart.,  and  d.  s.p.  in  1892.  The 
elder  son,  James  Erskine,  born  in  1762,  succeeded  his  father  in  his  baronetcy  in  1765.  He  took  the 
additional  name  of  St.  Clair  before  that  of  Erskine  by  royal  licence  dated  9  June  1789,  and  after 
succeeding  his  maternal  uncle  as  second  Earl  of  Rosslyu  and  Baron  Loughborough,  obtained  a  further 
royal  licence,  14  Feb.  1S05,  to  quarter  the  arms  of  Wedderburn  with  his  own.  He  died  17  Jan. 
1837,  having  married  in  1790  Henrietta-Elizabeth  Bouverie,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Edward  Bouverie 
(see  Burke's  Peerage,  s.  Badnor),  by  whom  (b.  1771,  d.  1810)  he  had  issue  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  who 
m.  1829,  Bethell  Walrond  (d.  1876)  of  Dulford  House,  Devon,  and  died,  leaving  issue,  in  1880  (see 
Burke's  Landed  Gentry).  Of  the  sons,  the  younger,  Henry  Francis  St.  Clair  Erskine,  b.  1804,  d.  unm.  in 
1829,  while  the  elder  (b.  1802,  d.  1866)  succeeded  as  third  Earl  of  Rosslyn.  He  married  in  1826 
Francis  Wemyss,  daughter  of  Lieut.-Gen.  Wemyss  of  Wemyss,  and  by  her  (d.  1858)  had  issue, 
besides  a  son  (James  Wedderburn,  b.  1830,  d.  unm.  1851),  and  a  daughter,  Harriet- Elizabeth  (whom. 
1865  Count  Munster,  German  Ambassador  to  the  Court  of  S.  James,  and  d.  1867,  having  had  issue) 
a  son  and  successor,  Robert  Francis,  fourth  Earl  (b.  1832,  d.  1890),  who  m.  1866  Blanche  Adeliza 
Maynard,  daughter  of  Henry  FitzRoy  and  widow  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Henry  Maynard,  only  son  of 
Viscount  Maynard,  by  whom  (living  1898)  he  left  issue  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  viz  :  1,  James 
Francis  Henry,  fifth  Earl  of  Rosslyn  (b.  1869,  m.  1890  Violet  Alice  Vyner,  daughter  of  Robert  Charles 
de  Grey  Vyner,  of  Gautby  Hall,  co.  Lincoln,  and  has  issue  Francis  Edward  Scudamore,  Lord  Lough- 
borough, b.  1892  ;  and  Rosabelle  Millicent).  2,  Alexander  FitzRoy  St.  Clair  Erskine,  b.  1870; 
Millicent  Fanny,  b.  1867,  m.  1884  the  4th  Duke  of  Sutherland  ;  Sybil  Mary,  b.  1871,  m.  1892  the 
13th  Earl  of  Westmorland  ;  and  Angela  Selina  Bianca,  b.  1876,  m.  1896  James  Stuart  (see  Burke's 
Baronetage,  s.  Forbes  of  Newe)  Forbes. 
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PART     V. 


Chapter     I. 


The  Wedderburn  monuments  in  the  Howff  op  Dundee. 

The  Howff  of  Dundee  is  one  of  the  oldest  burial  grounds  in  Scotland.  It  dates  from  Part  v 
1564,  till  when  the  only  burying  ground  used  in  the  burgh  was  the  small  churchyard  of  Chap,  i 
S.  Clement's,  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  town  and  surrounded  by  houses  on  all  sides. 

This  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  Queen  Mary  when  she  visited  Dundee  in  1564,  and 
thereupon,  with  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  sanitary  laws,  she  gave  a  grant  of  the  Grey 
Cordelier  Friars'  house  and  garden,  then  lying  outside  the  walls,  to  be  used  as  a  burying 
ground.1  This  seems  to  have  been  put  in  order  and  used  for  burial  immediately  on  the 
grant  by  the  Queen,  and  thus  it  may  be  generally  taken  that  persons  dying  in  Dundee 
before  1565  were  buried  in  S.  Clement's,  while  from  1565  onwards  the  old  churchyard  ceased 
to  be  used,  and  burials  took  place  in  the  HowfF,2  where  the  Wedderburns  had  an  important 
"  lair." 


Plans  of  the  Wedderburn  Burying  Ground  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee. 
1824.  1894. 
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1  This  grant  ia  preserved  among  the  Dundee  charters,  and  is  dated  11  Sept.  1564.  See  Charters,  etc., 
Relating  to  Dundee,  ed.  W.  Hay,  Dundee,  1880,  p.  40,  where  this  charter  is  given  at  length  and  in 
facsimile  ;  also  A.  Maxwell's  History  of  Old  Dundee,  1884,  pp.  206-7. 

s  Later  on  burials  were  allowed  in  the  Cross  Church.  Thus  Sir  Alexander,  the  second  baronet  of  Black- 
ness, had  a  vault  there,  and,  presumably,  he  and  his  children  were  buried  there  and  not  in  the  HowfF. 
See  ante,  p.  239,  and  D.C.B.  161. 
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The  oldest  monument,  however,  bearing  the  name,  is  just  outside  the  limits  of  their 
burying  ground.  This,  which  is  one  of  the  earliest  stones  in  the  Howff,  is  the  flat 
sculptured  stone  (No.  546  in  1834  Survey)  which  marks  the  tomb  of  James  Anderson  and 
Grissell  Weddei'burn,  his  wife.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  her  parentage,  but 
some  account  of  her  has  been  given,  ante,  p.  85.  The  inscription  on  the  stone,1  of  which 
an  illustration  is  given  opposite,  and  which  is  very  typical  of  the  monumental  sculpture 
of  the  time,  is  as  follows  : — 

Hie  •  Sitvs  •  Spectatvs  ■  Vir  ■  Iacobvs  ■  Andersone  •  Cms  '  Dei  ■  Donanvs  ■  Obiit  ■  I  •  Die  • 
Mensis  •  Ianvarii  ■  Anno  ■  Domini  ■  1584  •  ^Etatis  ■  Sce  ■  73 — Ultimvs  ■  Morborvm  ■  Medicvs  '  Mors.  " 

Hie  •  Sita  •  Probata  ■  Matrona  ■  Grisildis  ■  Wedderbvrn  ■  Conjvx  •  Dicti  •  Iacobi  ■  Andersovn  ■ 
Obiit  ■  4  ■  Die  Ivnii  ■  Anno  ■  Domini  ■  1  572  ■  JEtatis  ■  &v&  "  54. 

Close  to  this  tomb  is  the  burying  ground  of  the  family,  which  occupies  a  considerable 
space,  and  contains  in  all  nine  monuments  and  two  small  foot  stones.  The  arrange- 
ment of  the  stones  seems  to  have  been  much  altered  from  time  to  time.  Thus  a  plan 
among  J.  W.  papers  shows  what  it  was  in  1824,  but  when,  ten  years  later,  he  had  it  levelled 
and  set  in  some  order,  the  position  of  the  stones  was  changed,  and  the  two  small  foot 
stones,  engraved  J.W.,  were  added,  for  what  purpose  I  know  not. 


I  proceed  to  describe  each  of  these  monuments. 

(1)  Monument  to  the  Wedderburns  of  Kingennie.  (No.  725  in  1834  Survey.) 

This  is  the  oldest  and  principal  monument  in  the  family  burying  ground.  In  1891 
it  was  in  a  most  ruinous  condition.  Nothing  was  decipherable  on  the  huge  slab  of  granite, 
which  was  slipping  from  the  five  pillars  on  which  it  originally  rested.  At  one  end  of  it  was 
a  sculptured  stone,  almost  crumbled  away,  but  with  a  scythe  and  arrow  just  visible  on  it, 
all  that  remained  of  a  still  older  monument. 


THE   KINGENNIE   MONUMENT. 

1891. 


The  inscription  on  this  tomb  was  legible  early  in  this  century,  and  some  of  it,  as  well 
as  of  the  sculpture  on  the  stone,  was  still  visible  in  1834.  J.W.,  who  was  then  often  in 
Dundee,  describes  the  slab  as  having  in  its  centre  the  arms  of  Wedderburn  and  Ramsay, 
surmounted  by  the  crest  of  the  former  family,  as  engraved  by  him  in  his  printed  book  (see 
post,  p.  427).  Round  the  edge  of  the  slab  was  a  border  of  heraldic  roses,  while  part  of  the 
following  inscription  was  still  legible  : — 

CONDITUR  HOC  TDMDLO  ALEXANDER  WEDDERBURN  DOMINUS  DE  EaSTER  POWRIE,  FAMILIiE  SD^E 
PRINCEPS,  NUPERRIME  HUIC  URBI  PRiEFECTUS,  EJUSDEM  AD  PARLIAMENTUM  PRIM0M  SUPREMI  DOMINI  NOSTRI 
REGIS  CaROLI  II.  DELEGATUS.  OBIIT  I  DIE  ApRILIS  ANNO  DOMINI  1683  .ETATIS  66.  HlC  ETIAM  CON- 
QUIESOUNT  OSSA  ELIZABETHS  RAMSAY  ILLIUS  PRIMI  AMORIS  UXORIS  FILLS  UNIOiE  JOANNIS  RAMSAY  FRATRIS 
DOMINI  DE   MURIE   HUJUSQUE   URBIS   OLIM   PRSTORIS,    qVM   OBIIT   2   DIE   MENSIS  APRILIS    1643   .ffiTATIS   22." 

"  It  evidently  (he  says  in  his  MS.  memoir)  succeeded  an  older  and  more  elaborate 
work,  which  I  take  to  have  covered  the  remains  of  the  family  from  the  earliest  period  of 
their  connection  with  Dundee.  When  the  ground  was  levelled  and  improved  in  1834  the 
remains  of  the  old  monument  were  exhumed  and  erected  at  the  end  of  this  stone."  He 
further  states  that  the  arms  on  the  stone  are  two  generations  older  than  the  inscription, 
this  stone  having  (he  says)  been  first  erected  in  1626  to  Alexander  Wedderburn,  first  of 

1  In  the  Book  of  the  Howff  it  is  claimed  by  "  Wm.  Cathro,  Brewer,"  on  what  ground  does  not  appear. 
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Kingennie  (who  married  Helen  Ramsay),  and  re-inscribed  in  16S3  on  the  death  of  his  Part  v. 
namesake  and  grandson,  who  had  also  married  a  Ramsay,  and  to  whom,  therefore,  the  cbaP-  r- 
arms  already  on  the  tomb  were  equally  applicable.1 

The  following  note  by  James  Thomson,  the  historian  of  Dundee,  also  describes  the 
tomb  as  it  was  some  fifty  years  ago  : — 

"  This  has  been  a  splendid  tomb,  and  worthy  of  the  ancient  and  honourable  family 
whose  chief  was  laid  under  it ;  but  at  present  the  upper  surface  is  much  decayed,  being 
formed  of  Balgay  stone,  and  rests  upon  several  clumsy  stones  by  way  of  pillars,  instead  of 
the  original  finely-executed  work,  a  specimen  of  which — one  of  the  ends — remains  still 
beside  it,  which  was  dug  up  in  1834.  This  specimen  consists  of  a  much-injured  figure  of 
Death  endeavouring  to  extinguish  a  candle  which  represents  human  life,  while  Time  is 
arresting  his  hand.  The  design  is  taken  from  one  of  the  hieroglyphics  at  the  end  of 
Quarles'  Book  of  Emblems,  but  the  execution  of  the  stone  is  far  superior  to  the  plate.  On 
the  latter  the  words  "  Te'mpus  erit" — a  time  will  come — are  placed  on  an  escroll,  instead 
of  which  on  the  former  there  is  "  ane  appointed  time,"  which  is  the  only  deviation,  saving 
the  superior  workmanship,  from  the  original  design.  The  monument,  according  to  the 
family  archives,  was  originally  erected  in  the  year  1626,  over  the  remains  of  Alexander 
Wedderbum  of  Kingennie  and  his  wife  Helen  Ramsay,  daughter  of  Mr.  Ramsay  of 
Brachmont ;  and  when  their  grandson,  Provost  Alexander  Wedderbum  of  Kingennie  and 
Easter  Pourie  died  in  1683,  he  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Ramsay  being  both  interred  under 
it,  the  original  inscription  was  obliterated  to  make  way  for  the  present  one,  which  is 
nearly  effaced  also.  The  arms  sculptured  on  the  upper  surface,  were  allowed  to  remain, 
as  the  surnames  of  the  gentlemen  and  their  respective  ladies  were  the  same." 

I  doubt  the  accuracy  of  this  account.  It  seems  clear  that  this  spot  is  that  in  which 
most  of  the  family  were  laid  from  the  opening  of  the  Howff,  though  not  as  J.W.  supposes, 
"from  the  earliest  period  of  their  connection  with  Dundee,"  that  period  having,  of  course, 
long  preceded  the  use  of  the  Howff  as  a  cemetery.  But  we  may,  I  think,  safely  assume 
that  Robert  Wedderbum,  grandfather  of  the  first  Kingennie,  who  died  about  1580,  was 
buried  here  :  and  that  here  also  rest  Kingennie's  parents,  Alexander  Wedderbum  and 
Janet  Myln  (d.  1585  and  1583),  the  epitaph  on  whom  is  preserved  in  the  MSS.  of  their 
second  son,  David  (post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  164).  Thus  there  was  probably  an  original  monument 
earlier  in  date  than  1626,  the  death-year  of  Kingennie,  who  was  certainly  buried  here,  as 
were  also  his  eldest  son  and  all  his  descendants,  Wedderburns  of  Kingennie,  Easter  Powrie, 
and  Wedderbum,  down  to  the  termination  of  the  line  in  Grizel  Wedderbum,  who  died  in 
1778.  The  second  son  of  Kingennie  and  his  descendants,  the  Blackness  line,  were  buried 
in  another  tomb. 

(2)  Tomb  of  the   Wedderburns  of  Blackness,  from  James   Wedderbum,  d.  1627,  to  Robert 
Wedderbum  of  Pearsie,  d.  1786.     (No.  812  in  1884  Survey.) 

This  is  a  plain  marble  slab  now  lying  flat  on  the  ground,  but  originally  raised 
on  pillars,  like  the  Kingennie  monument.  The  date  of  the  stone  is  not  certain,  but  the 
inscription  on  it  is  modern,  having  been  put  on  it  after  the  death  of  Robert  Wedderbum 
of  Pearsie  in  1786.  This  is  clear  from  a  letter  (at  Pearsie)  dated  London,  21  Aug.  1786, 
from  David  Wedderbum  (or  Webster)  to  his  brother,  in  which  he  says,  "  Sir  John 
Wedderbum  sent  me  the  names  to  be  put  on  our  father's  tomb,"  and  encloses  a  draft 
sketch  of  the  inscription.  Among  some  old  family  papers  I  find  this  note,  "  The  tomb 
with  the  marbole  panall,"  followed  by  the  inscription  : — 

"  Hie  jacet  D.  Alexander  Wedderborn,  dominds  de  Blackness,  civitatis  Taodunan^e  secretarius 

DIGNISSIMUS,   QUI  OBIIT   18   NOVEMBRIS   1676  .STAT1S  SUiE   66." 

It  is  possible  that  this  was  the  original  inscription  on  this  tomb,  or  on  an  earlier 
"  marbole  panall,"  in  its  place.  It  refers,  of  course,  to  Sir  Alexander  Wedderbum  of  Black- 
ness, Knt,  and  is  also  to  be  found  recorded  in  Monteith's  Theater  of  Mortality  (ed.  1713). - 

1  I  do  not  know  what  authority  J.W.  had  for  this  statement,  which  Thomson,  it  will  be  seen,  accepts  as 

being  the  fact  "according  the  family  archives."  I  find,  however,  no  document  bearing  out  the 
suggestion,  which  Thomson  would  seem  to  have  adopted  at  J.W.'s  instance.  No  doubt  it  may  have 
been  evident  from  the  stone  itself  that  the  arms  were  older  than  the  inscription  of  1683,  and  if  so, 
J.W.'s  explanation  of  the  fact  is  probably  correct.  The  statement  that  Helen  Ramsay  was  of  the 
Brackmont  family  has  been  already  dealt  with  (ante,  p.  129,  n.  4). 

2  The  inscription    to  Alexander  Wedderbum  of  Kingennie,  d.  1683,  above-mentioned,  and  part  of  that  to 

Elizabeth  Wedderbum,  wife  of  Robert  Murray  (see  ante,  pp.  20-21)  are  also  given  by  Monteith. 
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Part  v.  The   modern   inscription,    though   much    worn,    is    still   legible   on    the    stone.       I 

Chap.  i.  was  jugf.  a|je  ^Q  take  a  ruDDmg  from  it  in  1891.     It  is  plainly  engraved  in  letters  of  the 
form  shown  in  the  print : — 

Beneath  this  Stone  are  depofited  the  remains  of 

the  following  perfons 

Viz: 

James  Weddebburn  Esq. 

who  died  1620 

and  his  Wife  Mart  Goldman 

Stt  Alexander  Wedderbdrn  Bart 

who  died  1673     Aged  63 

and  his  Lady  Dame  Matilda  Fletcher 

S«  John  Wedderbdrn  Bar1' 

who  died  1707 

and  his  Lady  Rachel  Dunemoir 

S»  Alexander  Wedderbdrn  Bart 

who  died  1713 

and  his  Lady  Elizabeth  Seaton 

Sk  Alexander  Wedderburn  Bart 

who  died 

and  his  Lady  Catharine  Scott 

and 

Robert  Wedderbdrn  Esqk 

of  Peahsie 

who  died  the  19th  day  of  February  1786  aged  78 

To  whofe  Memory  this  Tomb  is  erected 
by  his  Widow  and  Family 
also  Isobell  Edward  Spouse  to 
Robert  Wedderbdrn  who  died  the 
of  January  1788     Aged  70  years. 

The  authority  of  this  inscription,  at  any  rate  as  to  details,  is  not  great,  and  its  state- 
ments are  in  some  cases  quite  incorrect.  "  Margaret,"  not  "  Mary,"  was  the  name  of 
James  Wedderburn's  wife;  he  died  not  in  1620,  but  in  1627;  his  son,  Sir  Alexander,  was 
knighted,  but  was  never  a  baronet,  and  he  died  in  1675-76  aet.  66,  and  not  in  1673  set.  63. 
His  son,  Sir  John,  died  in  1706,  not  1707,  and  his  son  again  in  Feb.  1710  and  not  in  1713, 
while  the  date  of  the  death  of  his  cousin,  the  fourth  baronet,  left  blank  on  the  stone, 
should  be  1744.  J.W.  also  criticizes  the  spelling  of  some  of  the  names,  as  Seaton  for 
Seton  ;  Catharine  (Scott)  for  Katharin  ;  and  Wedderburn  for  Wedderburne,  many  of  those 
named  on  the  stone  having  used  the  final  "  e,"  but  I  do  not  think  this  a  matter  of  much 
importance. 

(S)  Tomb  of  Peter   Wedderburn,  third  surviving   son  to   Sir   Alexander    Wedderburn  of 
Blackness,  Knt.,  and  his  tvife  Catharine  Man  or  Mann.     (No.  810  in  1834  Survey.) 

This  is  a  flat  red  marble  slab,  now  worn  quite  smooth  and  cracked  in  several  places, 
aet  in  a  stone  frame,  bearing  the  initials  P.W.  and  CM.  and  a  skull  and  cross  bones. 
These  initials  enable  us  to  identify  the  stone  as  marking  the  tomb  of  the  abovenamed 
persons,  of  whom  an  account  has  been  given  ante,  p.  221  seqq.  The  fact  that  this  tomb  has 
a  marble  panel  makes  it  possible  that  it  is  the  "  tomb  with  the  marbole  panall  "  referred  to 
above,  and  that  it  was  the  gravestone  of  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness,  as  well  as  of  his  son, 
Peter,  and  his  wife. 

(4)  Tomb  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn,  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness,  d.  1774- 

This  is  a  flat  stone,  engraved  "  A.W.  Insignium  Virorum  Tumulus  Terra  Universa." 
The  inscription  is  now  a  good  deal  worn,  as  may  be  seen  from  this  reproduction  of  a 
small  photograph  of  a  rubbing  lately  taken  from  it. 


TOMBSTONE    IN    THE    HOWFF  OF   DUNDEE  OF 
JAMES   ANDERSON    AND    HIS    WIFE   GRISELL  WEDDERBURN. 
EC.  1511,    D.   1584.  B.  1518,    D.  1572. 


-^j^aipM 


■ 


D  Oi  mi  1 1  M  a.v oartte  0  9  1 1  ssD  otfaw. 

,  Joan.-n:is  Wed.  d?Tbar^'"De  Balm  dear.  Miht^Ba  rotted 
OUt'Dk  KXHl  Martu  AniioMDCCLX'XV  ftta&is  sua  XXYU: 


ili^m»i mili*i»r>  iiuMMMfciiiiTni r«  ■  i  fii<f 


BAS-RELIEF     ON     THE     MONUMENT 

IN    THE    HOWFF    OF    DUNDEE    TO 

LADY     MARGARET     OGILVY 

(first  wife  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Balindean), 

BORN    1748:    DIED   1775. 
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J.W.  says  it  is  the  tomb  of  Sir  Alexander's  youngest  son  Alexander,  who  died  in  1790,  Part  v- 
but  he  had  no  claim  to  distinction,  and  I  think  it  is  much  more  probably  the  tombstone       ap' 
of  Sir  Alexander  himself.     His  affairs  were  left  much  involved,  and  the  inscription  on 
the  tomb  is  probably  an  apology  for  the  absence  of  a  more  stately  monument.     Moreover, 
the  sculpture  on  the  stone  indicates  an  earlier  date  than  1790.     (See  ante,  pp.  261-62.) 

(5)  Tomb  of  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie  and  his  first  wife  Anne  Read.     (No.  723  in 

1834.  Survey.) 

This  is  a  slab  of  Sicilian  marble,  and  originally  stood  on  six  pillars.  It  was  erected  by 
Charles  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  325)  to  his  first  wife,  who  d.  1789,  and  he  had  the  inscription 
given  below,  but  now  obliterated,  placed  on  it.  When  he  died,  in  1829,  he  was  (says  J.W.) 
buried  in  the  same  grave,  but  nothing  was  added  to  the  tomb.    The  inscription  ran  thus  : — 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Ann  Read 

DAUGHTER   OF  JOHN   READ,    ESQ.,   OF   CaIRNET, 

Wife  of  Charles  Wedderburn,  Esq.,  of 
Pearsie.  Married  September  11th  1787, 
who  died  November  20th,  1789. 

Take,  holy  earth,  all  that  my  soul  holds  dear, 

Take  that  best  gift  which  Heaven  so  lately  gave. 
She  died.     Does  Youth,  does  Beauty  read  the  line  ? 

Does  sympathetic  fear  their  breast  alarm  ? 
Speak,  dearest  Anna,  breathe  a  strain  divine, 

Even  from  the  grave  thou  shalt  have  power  to  charm. 

Bid  them  be  chaste,  be  innocent  like  thee, 

Bid  them  in  duty's  sphere  as  meekly  move  ; 
And  if  so  fair,  from  vanity  as  free, 

As  firm  in  friendship,  and  as  fond  in  love; 
Tell  them,  tho'  'tis  an  awful  thing  to  die 

('Twas  even  to  thee),  yet  the  dread  path  once  trod, 
Heaven  lifts  its  everlastiug  portals  high, 

And  bids  the  pure  in  heart  behold  their  God.1 

(6)  Tomb  of  John  Wedderburn  of  Idvies,  erected  by  his  ivife  Margaret  fialfour.     See  ante, 

p.  249.     (No.  726  in  the  1334  Survey). 

A  plain  slab,  now  lying  on  the  ground,  but  formally  erected  on  six  pillars.  It  once 
bore  this  inscription,  now  quite  obliterated — 

I.M.    Joannis  Wedderburne  M.D.  ex  familia  de  Blackness  oriundi  viri  artis  medicje  peritis- 

SIMI  COMIS  ET  AMABTLIS   OMNIBUS  VIRTUTE    ILLUSTHIS,     MARGARITA    BaLFOUR  VIDUA   M.ESTISSIMA  DJ  TESTI- 
MONIUM VERI  ERGA  CONJUGEM  AFFECTUS   MONUMENTUM   HOC    EXTRUXIT.      OBIIT   3   JULIJ   1751.   .ffiTATIS   72. 

(7)  Tomb  of  Lady  Margaret  Ogilvy,  first  ivife  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  sixth  baronet  of 

Blackness.     See  ante,  p.  293.     (No.  811  in  1834  Survey.) 

This  monument  consists  of  a  tall  stone  pillar  standing  on  a  large  square  pedestal 
raised  on  two  steps.  One  side  of  the  pedestal  consists  of  a  fine  bas-relief  by  Schumacher, 
the  tutor  of  Nollekens,  a  reproduction  of  which  is  given  opposite.  Below  it  is  the 
inscription — 

Memorise  Sacrum  Dominie  Margarets  Ogilvie,  spons^:  Domini  Joannis  Wedderburn  de  Balin- 

DEAN  MlLITIS  BARONETTI,    OBnT  DIE  XXIII  MaRTII  ANNO   MDCCLXXV  .STAT1S  SUE  XXVn. 

(8)  Tomb  of  Sir  John   Wedderburn,  d.  1803.     (No.  811-2  in  1834  Survey.) 

This  is  a  plain  free  stone  slab,  engraved  as  follows  : — 

Joannes  Wedderburn  de  Balindean,  Sextus  miles  Baro.  de  Blackness,  su.e  gentis  orna- 
mentum  et  non  degener  prtkceps.     Nat.  21  Feb.  1729.     Ob.  13  Junii   1803. 

This  stone  was  put  over  his  father's  grave  by  Colonel  Alexander  Wedderburn  in 
1835.     (See  ante,  p.  293). 

1  These  lines  were  written  by  William  Mason  in  memory  of  his  wife,  Maria  Mason  (d.  1767),  and  are 
engraved  on  her  tomb  in  Bristol  Cathedral.  The  omission  of  two  lines — the  second  and  third — in 
the  first  verse  accounts  for  the  absence  of  rhymes  to  the  first  two  in  the  Howff,  and  the  words 
"  dearest  Anna"  are  instituted  for  "  dead  Maria  "  in  the  original,  to  suit  the  occasion.  (See  letter 
from  C.  H.  Blake  in  the  Dundee  Advertiser,  12  Sept.  1893.) 
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Part  v.  (9)1  Tomb  of  David  Brisbane,  d,  1752,  son  of  Mr.  James  Brisbane  and  Matilda 

Cbap.  i.  Wedderburn.     See  ante,  pp.  215-16.  '  (No.  724  in  1834  Survey.) 

Stone  slab,  now  lying  on  the  ground,  but  originally  on  six  pillars. 
The  Brisbane  arms — a  cheveron  between  three  martlets  or  cushions  (?)2 — are  carved 
in  a  medallion  at  the  top,  and  below  was  this  inscription,  no  longer  legible, 

To  David  Brisbane  of  Bullion,  Son  of  Jas  Brisbane  Advocate,  By  his  father's  side  of  the 
Brisbane  family;  by  his  mother's  of  the  family  of  Wedderburn. 

(10  and  11)  These  two  small  stones  are  marked  J.W.,  and  were  put  up  by  John 
Wedderburn  of  Auchterhouse,  but  he  gives  no  account  of  them  or  the  reason  for  them. 

There  are  also  other  monuments  in  the  Howff  connected  with  the  family,  or  with 
members  of  it,  who  became  the  wives  of  Dundee  citizens.     These  are  as  follows  : — 

(12)  The  Blackness  aisle.  (No.  1  in  the  1834  Survey.) 
This  is  a  large  stone  building,  built  out  from  the  old  wall  of  the  Howff.  It  is  now 
in  a  decayed  condition.  There  is  nothing  to  indicate  its  original  state  except  the  word 
blackness,  still  legible.  Places  in  the  wall,  where  tablets  must  once  have  been  inserted, 
are  clearly  visible.  In  A.  C.  Lamb's  Guide  to  Remarkable  Monuments  in  "The  Howff" 
(1892),  it  is  described  as  the  "burial  place  of  the  Wedderburns,  and  now  the  property  of 
the  Hunters  of  Blackness,"  and  the  writer  adds  : — "  An  inscription,  now  obliterated,  gave 
the  date  of  erection  as  1615."  If  this  is  so,  the  monument  is  anterior  to  the  date  (1642) 
at  which  the  Wedderburns  acquired  Blackness,3  and  it  must  have  first  belonged 
to  some  other  family,  whether  of  Blackness  or  not  does  not  appear.  I  have  been  able 
to  find  no  instance  of  its  use  by  the  Wedderburns.  The  Hunters  no  doubt  acquired 
it  when  they  bought  Blackness  in  1741,  and  the  keystone  of  the  archway,  under  which 
one  enters  the  monument,  has  a  hunting  horn,  and  the  letters  D.H.  (David  Hunter) 
carved  on  it.  But  the  present  owner  of  Blackness  is  unable  to  say  if  any  members 
of  his  family  are  buried  within  its  limits,  and  his  agents  also  write  me  that  they  can 
give  me  no  details  in  regard  to  it,  but  that  it  is  Mr.  Hunter's  property. 

(IS)  Tomb  of  Margaret  Wedderburn,  wife  of  Peter  Clayhills.     See  ante,  p.  119  (No.  819 

in  the  1834-  Survey.) 

This  is  now  totally  ruined,  but  J.W.,  in  whose  time  some  of  the  sculpture  and 
inscription  was  still  legible,  has  left  a  rough  sketch  and  account  of  it,  according  to  which  the 
inscription,  so  far  as  it  was  then  legible  round  the  outer  edge  of  the  stone,  ran  as  follows  : — 

....  Dormit  Matrona  omni  vibtdte  insignis  Margareta  Wedderburn  conjunx  vim  probis- 
simi  Petri  Clayhills 

while  within  the  border  was  this  further  inscription  in  the  upper  part  of  the  stone  : — 

.   .   .    URBIS   .    .    .   OBIIT   DIE    XX   ,    .    .   TEMBRIS  ANNO   S.UM   CHRISTIANS  MDCXVII  STATIS  SVM   55. 

which  must  refer  to  Margaret  Wedderburn.  In  one  portion  were  sculptured  the 
Wedderburn  and  Clayhills  arms,  impaled,  the  latter  being  a  bend  sinister  to  dexter, 
charged  with  three  buckles.  The  former  is  the  usual  coat,  a  cheveron  between  three  roses. 
In  the  centre  of  the  stone  were  two  sculptured  faces,  and  the  letters  P.C.,  M.W.,  and  also 
the  letters  W.D.  and  E.D."  The  illustration  opposite  is  from  a  rubbing  from  the  stone 
taken  in  1891.  It  shows,  however,  a  good  deal  of  work  not  described  by  J.W.,  e.g.,  the 
initials  WW.  and  M.B.,  and  the  two  figures  above  the  arms. 

(14)  Tomb  of  Katharine  Wedderburn  and  her  husband,  William  Duncan.     See  ante,  p.  120 

(No.  1213  in  the  1834  Survey.) 

This  tomb  is  a  sarcophagus  with  an  arched  lid,  on  either  side  of  which  is  an 
inscription  (see  opposite). 

1  Of  these  Dine  tombs,  Nos.  810,   811,  811-2,  812,  and  726  are  named  in  the  Howff  book  (Dundee  charter 

room)  as  claimed  by  the  Balindean  family  ;  Nos.  723,  724  and  725  as  having  no  claimant  ;  and  No. 
815  as  claimed  by  two  persons — Andrew  Souter,  blacksmith,  and  W.  Ramsay,  porter — on  what 
ground  it  is  difficult  to  imagine. 

2  J.W.  in  his  printed  volume  gives  the  Brisbane  arms  as  Sable  a  cheveron,  cheque  Or  and  Gules  between 

three  cushions,  within  a  bordure.  The  bearings  on  the  stone,  however,  look  to  me  more  like 
martlets,  as  stated  ante,  p.  216. 

3  See  as  to  this  date  ante,  p.  208. 
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(a)  In  the  centre  are  the  Duncan  and  Wedderburn  arms  impaled,  the  latter  with  a  Part  v- 
fleur-de-lys  shown  on  the  cheveron.     Beneath  these  are  the  letters  K.V.,  and  beneath  the  chap-  ' 
former  (a  cheveron  between   two  cinquefoils  in   chief  and  a  hunting  horn  in  base)  the 
letters  W.D.     Below  these  arms  runs — 

HlC  •  DOBMIT  •  HOBORABILIS  "  VIE  ■  GVLIELMUS  DVNCANE  ■  MED1CVS  "  CIVIS  -  DE  ■  DVNDE  '  QVI  - 
OBIIT   •   DIE  .    .    .   MAII   "   MENSIS   '   ANNO    ■    1608    "   ^ETATIS    ■   SVAE    ■    52. 

(b)  Heir  •  lyis  •  alsva  •  ane  ■  godlie  ■  and  •  honorabil  ■  voman  ■  Katherin  "  Vedderbvrn  ■ 

SPOVS    '  TO    •   VILLIAME   "  DVNCANE   '   QVHA    ■   DEPARTIT   '   THIS    •    LYIF   ■   YE   .   .    .   DAY   ■    OF  .    .    .    16  .    .  0. 

The  following  mottoes  were  also  once  legible  on  the  tomb,  which  is  marred  by 
the  words,  cut  in  modern  letters  to  the  left  of  the  arms,  "1213.  Kevised  by  James 
Neil  of  Woodhill," 

dlsoite  ab  exemplo,  mobtales,  discite  nostbo. 

Mors  sola  fatetob  quantula  sunt  hominum  corpuscula.1 

In  the  next  lair  (1214),  according  to  Mr.  Millar,  lies  a  son  of  Katherine  Wedderburn 
and  her  husband,  beneath  a  stone  inscribed— 

Heib  lyis  ane  godly  honest  man,  John  Duncan,  Meeghant,  Burgess  of  Dondie,  who  died 
the  16  of  octob.  his  age  4 — .     the  memorial  of   the  just  shall  be  blised,  bot  the  name  of  the 

WICKED  SHALL   ROOT  "    (sic)J 

(15)  Tomb  of  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  and  her  husband,  Alexander  Blyth.     See  ante,  p.  85. 

(No.  694  in  the  1834  Survey). 

The  inscription  on  this  stone  ran  thus  : — 

Here  lyis  Alexander  Blyth  shipmaster  Boeges  in  Dundee  who  depabted  this  life  ye  4th 
of  febby  1624  of  his  age  44  ;  and  his  spouse  Elizabeth  Weddebburn  who  died  ye  24th  of  October 
1643,  hee  age  78. 

Here  lyes  George  Smith,  Clokemaker  in  Dundee,  who  departed  this  life  the  10  of 
August  1719  and  of  his  age  52. 

This  tomb  is  now  much  defaced.  In  the  Book  of  the  Howff  it  is  claimed  by  the 
"heirs  of  Samuel  Bell,  Architect." 

(16)  One  more  sculptured  mention  of  the  name  of  Wedderburn  must  be  pointed  out 
before  going  to  three  comparatively  modern  monuments. 

The  old  west  wall  of  the  Howff,  part  of  which  still  stands,  was  built  in  1602,  and 
seems  to  have  had  a  sort  of  cornice,  one  member  of  which  was  sculptured  with  inscriptions. 
On  this  cornice  the  words 

IACOBVS  WEDDERBURN   DEO   .    . 

are  still  legible,  the  last  word  being  cut  short  by  the  once  elaborate  monument  erected  to 
Trovost  Duncan  of  Lundie  in  171S. 


These  words  mark  the  grave  in  the  ground  below  of  James  Wedderburn,  fourth  son 
of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Myln,  who  d.  1644  (ante,  p.  116).  This  is  shown 
by  an  entry  (D.C.B.  138)  1693,  April  11,  reciting  leave  given  by  the  town  council  to 
Alexander  Duncan  of  Lundie  to  bury  "  the  deceist  Anna  Drummond  his  Ladie  her  corps 

1  Roll  of  Eminent  Burgesses  of  Dundee,  A.  H.  Millar  1887,  p.  29,  and  see  ante,  n.  121,  n.  1. 
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Part  v.   in  that  piece  of  wast  ground  on  the  W.  side  of  the  Howff  betwixt  the  head  rourne  of 
Cbap.  i.  umqUhi]e  James  W  .  sometime  dean  of  Gild,  at  the  West  dyke  of  the  Howff  at  the  S.  and 
West,"  and  to  put  up  a  family  monument  thereon.1 
There  are  three  more  modern  inscriptions  : — 

(17-18 J  Tombs  of  the  Grahams  of  Meathie  and  Balmuir.     See  ante,  p.  322. 

(a)  (No.  64/1  in  1834  Survey). 

Here  rest  the  remains  op  Alexander  Graham  of  Meathie,  also  of  his  wife  Barbara 
Fergdson,  and  of  their  son  James  Graham,  who  died  on  the  17th  of  Augdst  1777  aged  79 
tears.  Also  his  first  wife  Grisel  Wedderburn,  likewise  his  second  wife  Isobel  Guthrie,  who 
died  on  the  20th  september  1780  aged  68  years. 

This  stone  is  erected  in  Sacred  memory  of  their  son  James  Graham  of  Balmure,  who  dled 
on  the  26th  of  August  1792  aged  51.  Also  of  his  wife  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  who  died  13th 
September  1825  aged  79  years. 

[Claimed  by  Graham  of  Balmure.]  Much  defaced,   1891. 

(b)  (No.  64/2  in  1834  Survey.) 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Isabella  Graham,  daughter  of  James  Graham,  and  Elizabeth 
Wedderburn,  who  died  21  August  1830  aged  51  years.  Also  their  daughter  Catharine  Graham 
who  died  27th  March  1843,  aged  64.  Also  of  their  third  son  David  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie 
who  died  25th  Decr  1858  aged  74  years. 

[Still  clear,  1891.]    ' 

(IP)  Tomb  of  Margaret  Wedderburn,  wife  of  Alexander  Nay.     (No.  825  in  1834  Survey.) 

An  upright  stone — with  on  one  side  a  coat  of  arms,  bearing  a  bend-sinister,  with  au 
annulet  in  chief,  and  in  base  a  sea-urchin  holding  in  its  mouth  a  key.  Above  the  shield 
a  flower  for  crest.     Motto,  "  In  Deo  Solo  Spes  Mea." 

On  the  other  side  of  the  stone  is  the  inscription  "1813  |  Erected  |  by  Alexander 
Kay  |  merchant  in  Dundee  |  and  Margaret  Wedderburn  |  his  spouse  |  In  memory  of  their 
four  sons  |  who  died  in  |  Infancy.  |  Margaret  Wedderburn  |  their  mother  |  Died  |  10th 
January  1821  |  Aged  38  years."  This  is  the  tomb  of  Margaret  Wedderburn,  daughter  of 
John  Wedderburn  of  Camno  and  her  sons.     See  ante,  p.  224. 

It  remains  to  give  some  account  of  the  restoration  of  the  Wedderburn  burying 
ground,  which  had,  in  1891,  fallen  into  grievous  disorder.2  On  this  matter  being  called  to  the 
attention  of  some  members  of  the  family,  it  was  decided  to  issue  the  following  circular  : — 

The   Wedderburn  Monuments  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee. 

Attention  having  been  directed  to  the  state  of  these  monuments,  it  is  desired  to  place  before  as  many 
members  of  the  family  as  possible  the  actual  facts  of  the  case. 

1.  The  Howff  of  Dundee  is  one  of  the  oldest  burial  grounds  in  Scotland.  It  was  opened  in  1562,3 
before  which  time  it  had  been  a  monastery  garden  ;  and  from  then  till  1850,  when  it  was  closed  as  a 
burying  ground,  it  was  the  final  resting  place  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  burgh. 

Among  the  chief  families  already  long  established  in  and  around  Dundee,  when  the  Howff  was  first 
used  for  burials,  was  that  of  the  Wedderburns,  and  they  continued  for  nearly  two  hundred  years  from  that 
time  to  be  more  or  less  closely  connected  with  the  town.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  history  of 
Dundee  from  1550  to  1716  is  largely  their  history  also.  The  records  of  the  town  are  written  by  their 
hands,  and  one  or  other  of  them  not  only  held  every  municipal  office  (that  of  town  clerk  becoming  for  a 
period  hereditary  amongst  them),  but  constantly  represented  the  burgh  both  in  the  Scottish  Parliament 
and  on  special  occasions.  It  would  thus  be  surprising  if  the  Howff  did  not  contain  monuments  to  them, 
some  of  which  were  once  excellent  examples  of  the  sepulchral  architecture  of  the  time. 

2.  These  monuments  are  grouped  together  in  a  space  measuring  about  30  by  15  or  20  feet.  To  give 
a  list  of  all  the  persons  buried  in  this  ground  would  be  to  write  the  history  of  the  family  in  Dundee  for 
nearly  three  centuries.  Some  account  may,  however,  be  here  given  of  the  stones.  The  oldest  of  them, 
without  doubt,  is  that  known  as  the  Kingennie  stone,  once  a  splendid  monument.  Beneath  it  lies 
Alexander  (son  of  Robert)  Wedderburn,  whose  appointment  as  town  clerk  in  1555  is  still  preserved  among 
the  Dundee  archives.  He  died  in  1585,  two  years  after  his  wife  Janet  Myln,  who  is  buried  in  the  same 
grave,  once  marked  by  a  Latin  inscription,  which  was  thus  done  into  English  by  their  second  son  David 
in  a  MS.  book  (post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  164)  still  extant,  and  in  his  hand  : — 

"  Twa  quhome  in  lyve  ane  bed  did  keip,  and  death 
In  ane  grave  dois  include, 
Till  on  ane  day  pairtakeris  they  be  made 
Of  ane  beatitude." 

1  See  ante,  p.  117,  n.  4,  where  J.W.'s  suggestion  as  to  this  inscription  is  dealt  with. 

2  It  should  be  noted  that  J.W.  had  many  years  ago  (1835)  proposed  the  restoration  of  the  monuments  to 

Henry  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn  and  Colonel  Alexander  Wedderburn,  but  nothing  was  done.     See 
S.W.  721  ;  J.W.  4-10,  29,  32. 

3  ThiB  should  have  been  1564. 
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Their  eldest  son  Alexander  (b.  1561,  d,  1626),  of  Kingennie,1  who  in  1582  married  Helen  Ramsay,  is,  Part  V. 
with  his  wife,  also  buried  there,  as  again  is  his  son  Alexander  (b.  1583,  d.  1637)  and  Magdalen  Scrymgeour  Chap.  I. 
his  wife,  together  with  their  son  Alexander  (b.  1861,  d.  1683),  who  was  sometime  provost,  and  who,  like 
his  grandfather,  married  a  Ramsay.  The  Wedderburn  and  Ramsay  arms  were  quartered2  on  the  huge  granite 
slab,  which,  bordered  with  heraldic  roses,  bore  also  an  inscription,  of  which  records  exist,  but  which  is  no 
more  legible  on  the  stone.  Beneath  this  monument  the  Wedderburns  of  Kingennie  and  Wedderburn 
continued  to  be  buried,  down  to  the  termination  of  the  line  in  an  heir  female,  Grizel  Wedderburn  of 
Wedderburn,  upon  whose  death,  in  1778,  the  representation  of  this  line  was  taken  up  by  Alexander 
Scrymgeour- Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn  and  Birkhill. 

Of  similar  importance,  though  never  of  any  grandeur,  is  the  Blackness  monument,  beneath  which  lies 
James  Wedderburn  (second  son  to  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Helen  Ramsay),  common  ancestor  of  all 
branches  of  the  families  of  Blackness  and  Balindeau,  as  well  as  of  that  of  Goaford.  He  died  in  1627, 
having  married  Mary  Goldman,  who  is  also  buried  here.  The  inscription  on  this  monument,  revised  some 
hundred  years  ago,  is  still  fairly  legible,  and  records  the  burial  beneath  it  of  James  Wedderburn's  son,  Sir 
Alexander  (b.  1610,  d.  1675),  and  his  wife  Matilda  Fletcher  ;  and,  amongst  others,  Sir  John  Wedderburn, 
first  Baronet  of  Blackness  (b.  1641,  d.  1707),  and  his  wife  ;  his  brother  James  (b.  1649,  d.  1696),  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth  Davidson  ;  and  their  son,  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn,  fourth  baronet  (b.  1675,  d.  1741),  and 
his  wife  Katharin  Scott,  from  whose  three  surviving  sons — Sir  John  Wedderburn,  executed  in  1746,  Robert 
of  Pearsie,  buried  beneath  this  monument  in  1788,  and  Thomas  (d.  1766) — are  sprung  the  various  living 
members  of  the  Blackness  family  to  whom  this  paper  is  sent.3 

On  the  other  stones  the  inscriptions  are  much  effaced,  although  fortunately  they  too  are  recorded  in 
the  MS.  Book  of  the  Howff,  in  the  charter-room  of  Dundee.  Among  these  monuments  is  the  column,  its 
pedestal  enriched  by  a  bas-relief  by  Schumacher,  erected  to  his  first  wife,  Lady  Margaret  Ogilvy,  by  Sir 
John  Wedderburn,  sixth  baronet  of  Blackness,  whose  tomb,  a  plain  freestone  slab  with  an  inscription,  lies 
next  to  it,  and  who,  dying  in  1803,  was  the  last  member  of  the  family  buried  in  the  Howff.4 

3.  These  being  the  monuments,  their  present  condition  is  certainly  unworthy  of  those  they  com- 
memorate, and  hardly  creditable  to  the  existing  members  of  the  family. 

The  large  Kingennie  stone,  which  stood  originally  on  carved  pillars,  is  slipping  off  its  few  remaining 
supports,  and  beneath  it  is  swept  the  debris  from  the  other  stones.  Of  these  none  now  remain  on  their 
pillars,  but  are  lying  on  or  sinking  into  the  earth.  In  a  short  time  the  Kingennie  stone  must  also  fall  to 
the  ground,  when  it  will  perhaps  be  broken  up  and  carted  away.  Already  the  stones  have  been  long  lying 
flush  with  the  ground,  and  have  thus  beeu  worn  by  people  standing  on  or  walking  over  them,  as  well  as  by 
the  weather. 

4.  It  seems  desirable  that  something  should  be  done  to  render  the  burying-ground  of  the  Wedder- 
burns in  Dundee  at  least  decent  and  respectable.  The  position  the  family  once  occupied  there  is  not 
forgotten,  nor  can  it  be  while  local  historians  continue  to  work  upon  its  records.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that, 
unlike  many  other  families  with  similar  claims  on  them,  the  Wedderburns  have  had  no  care  for  their 
monuments  in  the  Howff.  The  mere  antiquity  of  the  stones  renders  them  worthy  of  attention,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  something  towards  their  preservation  may  at  length  be  done. 

In  this  view,  the  ground  has  already  been  inspected  by  Mr.  flutcheson,  architect,  of  Dundee,  who  has 
made  some  suggestions  as  to  what  might  be  done.  The  stones  have  been  left  so  long  without  care  that  the 
cost  of  putting  them  in  order  is  greater  than  it  otherwise  would  be,  even  when  strict  regard  is  had  to 
doing,  as  cheaply  as  is  consistent  with  durable  work,  no  more  than  is  suitable  in  the  circumstances. 

The  work  proposed  by  the  architect  may  divided  into  two  heads,  viz  :  (1)  Things  essential,  mainly  in 
order  to  avoid  further  dilapidation;  (2)  additional  work  desirable,  in  order  to  make  the  monuments  worthy 
records. 

(1)  Essentials. 

These  would  include  setting  the  stones  in  their  true  positions,  and  raising  each  on  a  brick  foundation 
about  nine  inches  high,  so  as  to  let  the  rain  run  off  them.  Other  stones  in  the  Howff  so  raised  have  worn 
well  ;  and  to  replace  the  old  stones  on  pillars  would  be  far  too  costly.  Under  the  same  head  would  come 
the  safety  of  the  column  monument,  which  threatens  to  fall,  and  generally  the  cleaning  up  of  the  stones 
and  ground  ;  and  coating  the  stones  with  a  chemical  preservative  against  further  decay.  Allowance  must 
also  be  made  for  fees  to  the  authorities  (which  are  fixed  by  order),  and  to  the  architect  for  his  superintendence. 

No  restoration  is  included  or  proposed.  It  would  be  vain  to  recut  inscriptions,  which,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  stones  lie  on  the  ground,  are  liable  to  much  readier  decay  than  they  would  be  if  the  stones 
stood  upright. 

Instead  of  recutting,  it  would  be  better  to  add  some  kind  of  inscription  relating  to  all  the  monuments. 
Three  of  the  sides  of  the  base  of  the  column  monument  are  blank,  and  if  small  granite  panels  were 
inserted,  a  field  would  be  provided  for  a  short  inscription.  If  this  was  of  any  length  it  would  come  under 
the  second  rather  than  the  first  head. 

(2)  Additional  work  desirable,  but  not  essential. 

It  would  be  well  to  enclose  the  ground  so  as  to  prevent  visitors  to  the  Howff  damaging  the  stones  by 
walking  over  them  or  otherwise. 

1  The  following  note  was  here  added  in  reference  to  the  present  work,  at  a  time  when  I  did  not  propose  to- 

do  more  than  reprint  an  edition  of  J.W.'s  MS.  record  : — "  Some  of  the  facts  and  dates  given  in  this 
statement  may  be  found  in  Burke,  or  in  "  The  Genealogical  Account  of  the  Wedderburn  Family," 
printed  in  1824  by  John  Wedderburn  (afterwards  of  Auchterhouse).  This  latter  work  is,  however, 
both  incomplete  and  full  of  errors,  and  an  edition  of  a  corrected  and  much  enlarged  MS.  copy 
of  it,  made  by  its  author  in  later  years,  is  being  prepared  for  publication  by  his  grandson." 

2  This  is  inaccurate  ;  the  arms  were  shown  on  two  separate  shields.     See  post,  p.  427. 

3  Some  of  these  dates  are  now  more  accurately  ascertained. 

4  "  The  last  member  of  his  own  immediate  family  "  would  be  more  accurate,  as  Charles  Wedderburn  of 

Pearsie,  for  instance,  was  buried  here  in  1829. 
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Further,  there  is  a  proposal  in  regard  to  the  Kingennie  stone,  which  is  worth  consideration.  It  is 
suggested  that  this  stone  might  not  merely  be  set  on  a  low  brick  foundation,  but  might  be  kept  at  its 
original  height  upon  a  new  foundation  of  rough  granite,  the  four  sides  of  which,  if  polished,  would 
provide  a  suitable  field  for  a  detailed  inscription  recording  the  names  and  dates  of  the  principal  members 
of  the  family  buried  in  the  ground.  The  most  permanent  form  of  lettering  has  been  ascertained  to  be  by 
cutting  the  letters  into  the  stone  and  filling  it  with  lead  ;  but  this  method,  though  most  durable,  is 
not  cheap.  The  panels  of  this  monument  would  stand  upright,  so  that  they  could  not  be  walked  over, 
nor  could  the  rain  rest  on  them.  The  position  of  the  Kingeunie  stone,  in  the  centre  of  the  others  ,also  renders 
it  more  suitable  for  representative  treatment  than  the  column  monument,  which  is  at  one  end  of  the  ground. 

As  to  cost,  this  must  of  course  depend  on  what  is  done.  Roughly,  it  may  be  said  that  about  £100 
will  be  needed  to  do  all  that  is  essential,  while  a  further  £50  or  £60  would  be  necessary  if  all  that  some 
would  wish  done  were  carried  out.  As  regards  raising  the  money,  two  alternatives  have  been  open. 
Of  these  the  first  was  to  present  a  cut-and-dried  plan  at  a  fixed  cost,  and  to  endeavour  to  raise  the 
required  amount.  The  other,  which  has  seemed  preferable,  was,  after  roughly  ascertaining  what  could 
be  done,  and  at  what  cost,  to  raise  as  much  as  possible  ;  and  then  to  do  all  that  the  limits  of  the 
amount  collected  will  allow.  It  has  also  seemed  suitable  to  invite  subscriptions  under  each  of  the  two  heads 
named  ;  although,  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  allocate  the  amounts  differently  in  the  end,  it  is  hoped  that  sub- 
scribers, while  indicating  their  views  in  this  manner,  will  allow  this  without  special  application  to  them. 

Lastly,  in  sending  out  this  statement  to  members  of  the  family,  or  of  other  families  closely 
allied  to  it,  it  is  not  desired  to  press  for  unwilling  subscriptions.  It  has  seemed  only  courteous  to 
give  all  not  only  an  opportunity  of  subscribing  something,  however  small,  to  the  fund,  but  exact 
iuformation  as  to  what  it  is  proposed  to  do.  In  this  view  copies  of  this  paper  will  be  gladly  sent  to 
any  one  connected  with  the  family,  who  will  be  good   enough  to  apply  for  them. 

Subscriptions  may  be  forwarded  either  to  Alexander  Wedderburu,  47,  Cadogan  Place,  S.W., 
who  has  verified  the  facts  stated  in  this  paper,  and  will  give  any  further  information  that  may  be 
desired,  or  to  either  of  us.  They  will,  however,  owing  to  our  absence  abroad  during  the  next  few  weeks, 
be  more  quickly  acknowledged  if  sent  direct  to  him. 

{Signed)        Henry  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn, 
Birkkill,  Cupar,  Fife. 

William  Wedderburn, 
.  Meredith,  Gloucester. 


The  following  list  of  subscribers  was  issued  later : — 

Preservation  of  Wedderburn  Monuments  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee. 

Note. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  subscriptions  received  or  promised  up  to  date  on  account  of  the  fund  for 
the  preservation,  etc.,  of  the  Wedderburn  Monuments  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee.  The  list  will  be  closed  on 
June  15th,  with  a  view  to  the  work  being  begun.  It  will  be  observed  that  only  £30  is  now  needed  to 
carry  out  the  complete  scheme. 

May  15«A,  1892. 


Sir  William  Wedderburn,  Bart.,  Meredith,  Gloucester 

Henry  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn,  Birkhill,  Fife 

Mrs.  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn,  Haines  Hill,  Twyford 

Mrs.  Gillespie,  29,  Cambridge  Street,  Hyde  Park 

James  Carnegie,  Stronvar,  Fife 

General  Hope,  Inveresk  Lodge,  Inveresk  ... 

Mrs.  Hope  ,,  „  „ 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Percival,  Kimbury  House,  Gloucester 

Colonel  Thomas  Wedderburn-Ogilvy 

Colonel  James  Wedderburn-Ogilvy 

Lady  Blachford,  Woodhouse,  Chudleigh,  S.  Devon 

The  Misses  Colvile,  S.  Andrew's,  Lustleigh,  S.  Devon 

A.  Wedderburn-Maxwell,  Glenlair,  Dalbeattie 

H.  G.  Wedderburn,  High  Court,  Madras  ... 

F.  E.  K.  Wedderburn,  Guntur,  Madras     ... 

Mrs.  Canuan,  43,  St.  Giles.  Oxford 

Mrs.  Hugh  Blackburn,  Roshven,  Moidart  ... 

Mrs.  Kirkland 

Alexander  Wedderburn,  47,  Cadogan  Place,  S.W. 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Wedderburn,  76,  Cadogan  Place,  S.W. 

Patrick  Stirling  (of  Kippendavie),  Kippenross,  Dunblane 

Jean  Wedderburn  Stirling 

J.  M.  Morries  Stirling,  Gogar  House,  Stirling 

Mrs.  Morries  Stirling         ,,         „  „ 

A.  Maclagan-Wedderburn,  Pearsie,  Forfar 

J.    R.    Maclagan-Wedderburn,   3,    Glencairn  Crescent, 

Edinburgh 
Hon.  Charles  and  Lady  Isabella  Hope,  S.  Mary's  Isle 
Charles  Hope,  Cowdenkuowes,  Earlston,  N.B. 
Thomas  Hope  (of  Bridge  Castle) 
Mrs.  Hamilton-Ogilvy  (of  Belhaven  and  Dirleton) 
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The  above  remained  the  complete  list  of  subscriptions,  and  with  the  amount  so  Part  v. 
subscribed  (£141  13s.)  the  work  of  setting  the  ground  in  order  was  undertaken,  after  ctiaP-  J- 
obtainiug  the  necessary  but  readily  accorded  permission  from  the  Town  Council  of  Dundee. 
The  following  account  of  what  was  done  is  taken  from  an  article  on  the  subject,  which 
appeared  in  the  Dundee  Advertiser  of  11  Sept.  1893: — "As  the  stones  were  nearly  all 
beyond  the  hope  of  restoration,  it  was  deemed  most  advisable  to  make  arrangements 
merely  to  prevent  their  sinking  beneath  the  surface  and  becoming  defaced  by  overgrowing 
vegetation,  and  to  erect  a  central  stone  with  inscription  declaring  briefly  the  names  of 
those  buried  there.  Accordingly  a  trench  was  dug  around  the  Wedderburn  burying-place, 
and  a  strong  foundation  was  laid,  upon  which  a  low  coping  has  been  built  to  mark  off  the 
bounds  of  the  lairs.  The  coping  forms  an  oblong  enclosure,  the  eastern  side  of  it  being 
carried  out  so  as  to  partly  surround  the  pillar  already  referred  to.  The  principal  slab, 
which  once  bore  an  inscription  (now  quite  illegible)  to  the  memory  of  the  Wedderburns  of 
Kingennie,1  has  been  raised  on  a  substructure  of  sarcophagus  shape,  made  of  Peterhead 
granite  in  the  style  of  the  finest  Howff  monuments  of  its  period.  On  the  polished  granite 
panels  in  the  four  sides  of  this  structure  the  following  inscriptions  have  been  graven — 

( West  Panel) 

HERE    REST 

MANY   OF   THE   HOUSE   OF 

WEDDERBURN 

LONG   EMINENT   IN   THIS  BURGH 

AMONG  THEM   THOSE 

NAMED     ON    THIS    MONUMENT 

WHICH   THEIR  DESCENDANTS 

RESTORED    AND   REBUILT 

1893. 

(South  Panel) 

NON   DEGENER 

ALEXANDER   WEDDERBURN   town  clerk,  1557,  D.  15S5. 

his  son  ALEXANDER  op  ktngany,  b.  1561.     d.  1626. 

his  son  ALEXANDER,  B.  1583.     D.  1637. 

M.  1612  MAGDALEN  SCRYMGEOUR 

THEIR   SON   ALEXANDER   OF   EASTER  POWRIE   SOMETIME   PROVOST  B.    1615   D.    1683 

his  son  ALEXANDER  B.  1643,  D.  1692. 

AND   BIS  SON 

ALEXANDER  of  Wedderburn  b.  1666,  D.  1713 

WHOSE   SOLE   SURVIVING  CHILD 

GRIZEL    WEDDERBURN    OF    WEDDERBURN 
b.  1705.    d.  1778. 

(ATorth  Panel) 

JAMES  second  son  to  ALEXANDER  of  Kyngany 

b.  1589    d.   1627 

m.  MARGARET  GOLDMAN 

their  son  SIR  ALEXANDER  of  Blackness  KN*  b.  1610,  D.  1676. 

m.  MATILDA   FLETCBER 

their  sons  JOHN,  first  baronet  of  blackness,  b.  1641    D.   1707 

and  JAMES  B.  1649  D.   1696. 

m.    ELIZABETH    DAVIDSON 

their  son  SIR  ALEXANDER  fourth  baronet    b.  1675.  D.  1744 

m.  KATHARIN  SCOTT 

and  their  second  son  ROBERT  of  pearsie  b.  1708.  D.  1786 

AQUILA   NON   CAPTAT   MUSCAS 

(East  Panel) 

LADY   MARGARET   OGILVY 

B.   1748      d.  1775. 

FIRST    WIFE    OF 

SIR  JOHN   WEDDERBURN 

OF  balindean 

sixth  baronet,   b.    1729,    d.    1803. 

son  of  SIR  JOHN, 

B.  1704.     D.  on  kenninqton  common,  1746. 

PRO   REGE   ET   PATRIA.2 

1  This  is  not  quite  accurate.     The  inscription  was,  it  is  said,  originally  to  Alexander  Wedderburn,  first  of 

_  Kingennie,  and  later  to  his  grandson  of  Easter  Powrie.     See  ante,  pp.  412-13. 
-  This  is  not  a  family  motto,  but  was  added  to  the  panel  in  allusion  to  the  circumstances  of  Sir  John's 
death  and  his  connection  with  the  '45 
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Part  V.  "  In  commending  (continues  the  Advertiser)  the  members  of  the  Wedderburn  family 

Chap,  i,   £or  tneir  successful  effort  to  preserve  the  memory  of  their  ancestors,  we  cannot  forbear 

expressing  the  hope  that  others  will  be  induced  thereby  to  fulfil  a  similar  duty  to  other 

illustrious  men  whose  tombs  have  been  suffered  to  fall  into  decay.    .    .    .    The  noble  example 

which  the  Wedderburns  have  set  should  stimulate  others  to  follow  in  their  footsteps." 
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THK     WEDDERBURN     MONUMENT 
1892. 


PART    V. 

Chapter    II. 

The  Armorial  Bearings  of  the  Family. 

I  propose  in  this  chapter  to  put  together  the  evidence  which  I  have  collected  in  Part  v- 
regard  to  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  family.     This  is  of  two  kinds,  viz.  (a)  the  repre-  chap' IL 
sentation  of  the  arms  on  impressions  of  old  seals,  sculptured  stones,  signet  rings,  etc.,  and 
(6)  the  documentary  evidence  provided  by  records  of   the   family  arms  in  old  heraldic 
MS.,  or,  later,  in  the  matriculations  of  the  Lyon  College. 

I  shall  begin  by  one  catalogue  of  both  these  classes  of  evidence,  arranged  together 
in  order  of  date,  from  which  we  shall  be  able,  I  think,  to  draw  some  definite  conclusions  as 
to  various  matters  arising  in  connection  with  the  subject. 

(1)  The  seal  of  Walter  de  Wedderbum,  1296. 

This  is  appended  to  the  still  extant  Ragman  Roll,  dated  in  1296,  when,  in  common 
with  numerous  nobles  and  lesser  barons,  Walter  de  Wedderbum  swore  fealty  to  Edward  I. 
It  consists  of  a  star  of  seven  rays,  and  is  lettered  s'  walti  de  wed'bvrn.1 

This,  it  will  be  at  once  noticed,  bears  no  resemblance  to  the  shield  which  was 
certainly  that  of  the  Forfarshire  family  at  an  early  date  (1464),  and,  if  there  was  no  other 
evidence,  it  would  militate  against  the  tradition  of  a  close  connection  between  the 
Berwickshire  and  the  Forfarshire  house.  The  next  earliest  seal  known  to  me,  however 
whilst  it  leaves  unexplained  the  difference  between  the  arms  of  Walter  de  Wedderbum 
and  all  those  borne  by  persons  of  the  name  in  later  years,  establishes  at  once,  so  far  as 
heraldic  evidence  can  do  so,  a  connection  between  the  Wedderburns  in  Berwickshire  in 
the  fourteenth  century  and  the  Wedderburns  whom  we  soon  after  find  flourishing  in 
Dundee.     This  is 

(2)  The  seal  of  John  de  Wedderbum,  1364. 

This  is  appended  to  an  inquisition  dated  at  Bonkyl  on  the  vigil  of  S.  Thomas 
(20  Deo.)  1364,  which  is  among  the  Coldingham  charters,  of  which  an 
inventory  is  given  in  Raine's  North  Durham  (App.,  p.  108).  The  docu- 
ment is  quoted  in  the  Introduction  to  this  volume,  but  here  we  are  only 
concerned  with  the  seal  of  John  de  Wederburne,  one  of  the  members  of 
the  inquisition.  This  is  reproduced  in  Raine's  book  (Woodcut,  No.  dcxx.), 
and  shows  a  cheveron  engrailed  between  three  cinquefoils  or  roses  pierced, 
with  the  letters  sig  .  .  .  weddiburn  still  legible  on  the  unbroken  portion 
of  the  edge  of  the  seal.  The  annexed  cut  is  from  a  very  slight  tracing 
of  the  illustration  in  North  Durham,  but  sufficiently  gives  the  general 
character  of  the  seal,  which  thus  differs,  as  we  shall  see,  from  the  arms 
of  the  Dundee  family  in  1464  only  by  reason  of  the  cheveron  being 
engrailed — a  difference  which  may  be  due  to  the  cadetcy  of  John  de  Wedderbum  and 
personal  to  him  and  his  direct  descendants,  if  any.2 

(8)  The  seal  of  David  Wedderbum,  I4.64. 

This  is  the  earliest  example  of  the  arms  of  the  Forfarshire  house,  known  to,  have 
been  now  borne  by  them  without  substantial  differences  for  over  four  hundred  years,  and 
no  doubt  in  fact  for  a  much  longer  period.  It  is  attached  to  a  document  in  the  Wedder- 
bum charter  chest  (S.W.  1),  which  must  have  come  into  the  possession  of  the  family  in 

1  See  Calendar  of  Documents  relating  to  Scotland  preserved  in  H.M.  Public  Record  Office,  London.     Ed.   by 

Joseph  Bain,  H.M.  General  Register  House,  Edinburgh,  1884.  Vol.  ii.,  pp.  201  and  547.  Appendix 
of  Uncatalogued  Seals  (attached  to  the  Ragman  Roll).  Tray  ii.,  No.  272,  21st  string.  The  above 
account  of  the  seal  of  Walter  of  Wedderbum  is  taken  from  this  volume.  I  have  not  examined  the 
original  seal.     The  roll  is  quoted  in  the  Introduction. 

2  The  piercing  of  the  cinquefoils  is  not,  I  think,  due  to  intentional  difference,  but  to  the  taste  of  the 

herald  who  designed  the  seal. 
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1 600  as  one  of  the  "  evidents  "  or  titles  of  the  lands  of  Kingennie.  This  document  is  a 
small  parchment  retour  of  the  inquest  held  at  Kyrymoir  (Kirriemuir)  16  April  1464,  before 
some  fourteen  persons  of  importance,  including  a  David  Wedderburn,  for  the  declaring  of 
Marjorie  de  Strazawquhyn  heir  to  her  late  sister  Elizabeth  in  the  lands  of  Kingennie  and 
Carntoun  in  the  barony  of  Athebetoun,   within  the  regality  of   Kyrymoir,  etc.       Only 

three  seals  remain  affixed  to  the  document,  and  all 
three  are  much  defaced,1  but  of  them  that  of  David 
Wedderburne,  though  much  broken,  shows  clearly 
the  arms — a  cheveron  between  three  cinquefoils — 
while  the  letters  vrn  are,  I  think,  just  decipherable. 
Of  this  seal  I  had  an  accurate  sketch  made,  and  of 
this  a  photographic  reproduction  is  given  here.  The 
arms  may  be  clearly  seen,  but  the  letters  have  not 
come  out. 
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SEAL   OF   DAVID   WEDDERBUEN, 

1464. 


(4)  The  arms  of  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk,  1502. 

These  are  given  in  a  list  of  blazons,  recorded 
in  various  collections  of  originals  or  copies,  preserved 
in  the  Lyon  Office  in  Edinburgh,  which  has  been 
supplied  to  me  by  Mr.  J.  Balfour  Paul,  the  Lyon 
King-at-arms.  In  two  of  these  collections  the  arms 
of  "  Wedderburn  de  eodem  " — of  that  ilk — are  given 
thus  : — 

(a)  1502.  "  Argent,  a  cheveron  between  three 
saltires  couped  in  chief  and  one  in  base,  gules  "  (See 
copy  of  the  MS.  of  Sir  James  Balfour,  circ.  1630-54, 
in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Kinnoull,  p.  20). 

(b)  Undated.  "Or,  a  cheveron  gules  between  four 
salteurs  of  the  second  "  (See  copy  of  Sir  James  Bal- 
four's alphabetical  list  of  Scottish  surnames  and  arms 
in  the  Advocates'  library.)    This  does  not  precisely  fix 

the  position  of  the  salteurs,  but  no  doubt  means  the  same  as  the  first,  viz.,  three  in  chief 
and  one  in  base  as  shown  here.2 

Both  these  blazons  are  equally  puzzling.  Neither  of 
them  specify  the  place  where  the  family  designed  "de  eodem  " 
in  1502  was  located.  It  can  hardly  have  been  Berwick- 
shire, for  not  only  had  the  lands  of  Wedderburn  there  been  long 
in  possession  of  the  Homes,  but  the  arms  borne  by  both  Walter 
de  Wedderburn  in  1296  and  John  de  Wedderburn  in  1364 
differ  altogether  from  these  blazons.  Nor  can  it  well  be 
Forfarshire,  not  only  because  of  an  equally  complete  difference 
in  the  arms,  but  because  the  family  there  were  not  designed 
"  of  that  ilk  "  till  1708.  There  was,  no  doubt,  a  family  of  the 
name  in  Aberdeenshire  at  an  early  date  (see  post,  Part  vi.), 
and  there  were  some  lands  of  Wedderburn  in  that  county  in 
1600  (R.H.  1-7),  but  these  then  belonged  to  Gordons  and 
Bissets,  and  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  they  were  ever 
owned  by  Wedderburns.     On  the  contrary  it  is  far  more  likely 

that  the  Wedderburns  in"  Aberdeen  came  north  from  Forfar.  Unfortunately  I  have  found 
no  examples  of  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  north  country  Wedderburns,  so  that  I  cannot 
by  that  means  either  connect  them  with  the  Forfarshire  family  or  treat  them  as  an  inde- 
pendent one.  Thus  all  that  can  be  done  is  to  record  these  blazons,  and  leave  others  to 
solve  the  difficulty,  either  by  fresh  discovery  or  by  suggesting  some  error  in  Bal- 
four's MSS. 


1  The  other  two  are  (a)  the  seal  of  John  Wischard  of  Logy,  or  of  David  Wischard,  for  both  are  on  the  inquest. 
The  arms  are  much  defaced,  but  the  word  Vischart  is  quite  clear,  together  with  a  letter  O,  probably 
the  second  letter  of  Johannes,  (b)  the  seal  of  David  Ro?sy  of  that  ilk,  on  which  the  arms  are  indis- 
tinguishable, but  the  letters  sigillv'  davidis  kos  .  .  .  quite  clear. 

a  I  have  not  indicated  the  tinctures  in  this  sketch. 
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(5)  The  seal  of  Robert  Wedderbum,  154-7. 

This  is  attached  to  a  charter  (S.W.  12),  dated  1  April  1547,  by  which  Robert  (son  of 
James)  Wedderbum  (ante,  p.  71)  alienated  certain  property  in  Dundee  to  his  namesake, 
Robert  Wedderbum,  grandfather  of  the  first  Wedderbum  of  Kingennie.  This  seal,  which 
is  in  quite  perfect  condition,  is  reproduced  here  from  a  woodcut  made  from  the  original 
impression.  It  will  be  noticed  that,  like  that  of  David  Wedderbum,  it  shows  no  tinctures, 
but  this  is,  I  believe,  the  case  with  most  early  seals.  As  in  the  seal  of  David  Wedderbum, 
the  charges  are  clearly  cinquefoils  and  not  roses,1  and  the  cheveron  does  not,  as  it  does  at 
a  later  period,  bear  any  fleur-de-lys  charged  upon  it. 


Part  v. 
Chap,  ii 


THE  SEAL   OF  ROBERT  WEDDERBURN 
1547. 


(6)  Signet  ring  engraved  toith  the  arms  of  "  P.  W.  1571." 

This  ring  is  of  foreign  and  probably  Venetian  make.  It  is  of  engraved  glass,  with 
the  charges  shown  in  gold  under  the  glass.  The  representation  of  it  given  here  is  repro- 
duced from  the  engraving  in  J.  W. 'sprinted  memoir.  It  was  formerly  long  in 
the  possession  of  the  family  of  Henry  Wedderbum  of  Gosford  (ante,  p.  385),  the 
widower  of  whose  daughter  (Captain  Murray)  gave  it  to  Charles  Wedderbum 
of  Pearsie.  By  him  it  was  given  to  J. W.,  and  descended  to  his  eldest  son,  by 
whom  it  was  worn,  and,  unfortunately,  broken.  J.W.  suggests  that  it 
belonged  to  Peter  Wedderbum,  brother  of  the  first  Kingennie,  but  if  so  the 
date  and  his  initials  must  have  put  on  at  a  very  early  age,  as  he  cannot 
have  been  more  than  six  or  seven  years  old  in  1571.  More  probably  it  belonged  to  his 
uncle  Peter,  who  m.  Margaret  Kinloch  (ante,  p.  96),  or  to  Patrick  Wedderbum,  son  of 
Alexander  W.  and  Isobel  Anderson  (see  ante,  p.  77). 

1  A  cinquefoil  and  rose  are  really  distinct,  the  former  being  like  a  clover  or  strawberry  leaf  (the  /raise  of 
the  Frasers),  while  the  latter  should  be  barbed  "vert"  and  seeded  "or."  In  careless  drawing, 
however,  they  are  apt  to  be  confused,  and  there  is  a  tendency  to  elaborate  the  cinquefoil  into  the  rose' 

3g 
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Part  V. 
Chap.  II 


(7)  Signet  ring  engraved  ivith  the  arms  and  "J.  W.  1580." 

This  ring  which  is  of  fine  gold,  very  heavy  and  apparently  of  foreign  manufacture, 
was  found  in  Ireland,  in  1822,  on  the  spot  where  the  battle  of  the  Boyne  was  fought 
(1690),  and  was  given  by  Mr.  Farrell  of  Dublin  to  James  Wedderburu, 
Solicitor  General  for  Scotland,  and  passing  to  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Peter 
Blackburn  (ante,  p.  314),  is  now  at  Killearn.  It  is  impossible  to  trace 
it  to  any  particular  John  or  James  Wedderburn,  though  J.W.  mentions  a 
tradition  of  a  Wedderburn,  known  as  the  Knight  of  Aries,  having  been 
among  King  James'  troops  and  slain  at  the  Battle  of  the  Boyne,  as  repeated 
to  him  by  Colonel  Alexander  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  295)  in  1823,  without, 
however,  any  statement  of  authority  for  it.  Others  have  suggested  that 
the  ring  had  descended  to  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  the  third  baronet,  and  was  lost  by  him 
when  with  his  regiment  in  Ireland,  where  he  died  in  1723.  The  representation  of  it 
given  here  is  again  from  the  engraving  in  J.W. 's  printed  memoir,  which  is  not,  however,  an 
accurate  reproduction  of  the  charges  on  the  ring,  the  peculiarity  of  the  bearings  on  which 
is  that  the  cheveron  is  shown  dotted  "or,"  a  distinction  which  also  marks  the  arms 
engraved  on  the  silver  cups  left  by  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford  to  the  church  of 
Aberlady  (ante,  p.  136),  but  is  not,  I  believe,  good  heraldry,  in  which  "or"  on  "  argent" 
is  not  admissible. 

(8)  The  tombstone  of  Grissell  Wedderburn,  d.  1572,  wife  of  James  Anderson,  d.  1584- 

An  illustration  of  this  characteristic  and  well-preserved  piece  of  sculpture,  which  lies 
in  the  Howff  of  Dundee,  will  be  found  opp.  p.  412  of  this  volume,  together  with  a  detailed 
account  of  the  stone.  It  shows  the  impaled  arms  of  the  two  spouses.  Those  of  Grissell 
Wedderburn  show  the  cheveron  between  three  cinquefoils,  an  ornament  also  largely  used 
in  the  frame  of  the  centre  panel.  The  most  noteworthy  feature,  however,  in  the  arms 
is  the  fleur-de-lys  charged  on  the  cheveron,  though  this  is  hardly  visible  in  the  illus- 
tration. This  charge  now  becomes  common  for  a  time  in  the  arms  of  the  Dundee  family, 
1600-50,  and,  while  it  appears  to  have  been  dis- 
used by  the  Kingennie  and  Blackness  branches, 
was  continued  by  the  Gosford  branch  as  late  as 
the  time  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  Lord 
Loughborough  (see  below,  No.  26). 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  theground 
of  its  addition  to  the  family  shield.  In  England, 
of  course,  it  is  a  mark  of  cadency  signifying 
the  sixth  son,  but  these  marks  were  not  in 
common  use  at  this  period  in  Scottish  heraldry, 
which  preferred  a  change  of  tincture  or  the 
addition  of  a  bordure  to  the  shield. 

(9)  Seal  of  David  Wedderburn  of  the  Compt 

Buik,  1598. 

This  is  reproduced  from  a  sketch  made  of 
the  original  seal,  which  is  attached  to  a  charter 
in  the  Dundee  charter  room,  dated  4  Oct.  1598. 
The  David  Wedderburn  whose  name  appears  on 
the  border  of  the  seal  is,  I  think,  the  author  of 
the  Compt  Buik,  and  younger  brother  of  Kin- 
gennie (ante,  p.  106).  It  is  noteworthy  that 
here  the  charges  are  distinctly  more  in  the  form 
of  roses  than  of  cinquefoils,  and  that  there  is  no 
fleur-de-lys  charged  in  the  cheveron. 

(10)  Scidptured  stone,  bearing  the  impaled  arms  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie  and 
his  tvife,  Helen  Ramsay,  circa  1590 — 1600. 
This  stone  was  originally  part  of  a  fireplace  in  the  old  town  house  of  Alexander  Wed- 
derburn in  the  Nethergait  of  Dundee.  The  fleur-de-lys  already  mentioned  as  occasionally 
charged  on  the  cheveron  is  here  very  distinct.  When  some  years  back  the  old  house  was 
pulled  down  and  rebuilt,  the  stone  was  set  in  the  outside  wall  of  the  new  house,  outhe  side 
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fronting  a  narrow  "  wynd  "  or  passage.     The  engraving  here  given  is  from  a  drawing  I  had  Part  v. 
made  of  it  by  Mr.  C.  L.  Phillips,  a  Dundee  artist,  in  1892.     The  letters  "  M.A.W."  stand,  ChaP-  "• 
of  course,  for  "  Magister  Alexander  Wedderburn,"  while  the  initials  "  H.R."  are  those  of 
his  wife.     The  actual  size  of  the  stone  is  49i  ins.  by  18  ins.     The  exact  date  of  the  sculpture 
cannot  be  fixed.     It  must  have  been  between  1582  (the  date  of  his  marriage)  and  1626 
(that  of  his  death),  and  is  probably  about  1596 — 1600. 


I 
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ARMS    OF   ALEXANDER    WEDDERBURN    OF    KINGENNIE   AND    HIS    WIFE,    HELEN    RAMSAY,    1590 — 1600. 

(11)  Sculptured  Stones  at  Kingennie,  1600 — 1639. 

There  are  at  Kingennie,  co.  Forfar,  six  sculptured  stones  which  were  originally  in  the 
old  mansion  house  there,  now  long  since  demolished.  The  plate  opposite  gives  a  fair 
idea  of  each  of  these  stones.  Of  these  (1)  gives  the  arms  of  old 
Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie,  who  died  1626  ;  (2)  those  of 
his  wife,  Helen  Ramsay  ;  (3)  the  date  of  the  first  marriage  of  their 
grandson,  Alexander  Wedderburn,  third  of  Kingennie  and  first  of 
Easter  Powrie  ;  (4)  his  arms  impaled  with  those  of  Elizabeth  Ramsay, 
his  first  wife  ;  (5)  her  arms  ;  (6)  the  Drummond  arms,  with  the 
initials  "  S.D."1  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  fleui'-de-lys  is  charged  on 
the  cheveron  in  both  sculptures  of  the  Wedderburn  arms. 

Of  these  stones  No.  4  originally  formed  part  of  a  large  fireplace, 

the  sides  and  lintel  of  which  have  been  re-erected  as  the  doorway  to 

the   back   entrance  of  the  factor's   modern   dwelling.     No,    2    was 

formerly  over  the  entrance  to  the  old  kitchen,  and  has  now  been  set  above  No.  4,  while 

the  others,  No.  1,  3,  5  and  6,  are  set  in  the  walls  of  the  farm  stedding. 

(12)  The  Kingennie  Monument  1626-8S.2 

J.W.  says  that  this  was  originally  the  tombstone  of 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  first  of  Kingennie,  and  that  though 
the  inscription  on  it  was  worn  out  and  a  fresh  one  substituted 
on  the  death  of  his  grandson,  Easter  Powrie,  in  1683,  the 
Wedderburn  and  Ramsay  arms  were  then  left  as  originally 
sculptured  (see  ante,  pp.  412-13).  This  may  be  so,  but  J.W. 
givesno  authority  for  his  statement,  and  I  do  not  know  that  he 
was  a  competent  judge  of  the  dates  of  such  sculptures.  He 
gives  this  engraving  "from  the  monument,"  but  here  again 
one  caunot  rely  on  its  being  an   accurate   representation,  either  in  the  absence  of  the 

1  See  S.W.  1S5  for  a  suggestion  of  connection  between  the  lands  of  Kingennie  and  the  Drummonds.     I 

have  not,  however,  pursued  any  researches  into  this  matter. 

2  See  also  ante,  pp.  416-17, for  an  account  of  the  tombstones  of  Kingennie's  sister  Margaret  (m.  Peter  Clayhills) 

and  Katharine  (m.  William  Duncan),  whose  arms,  impaled  with  those  of  their  husbands,  are  thereshown. 
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Partv.     fleur-de-Iys  from  the  cheveron  or  in  the  substitution  of  roses  for  cinquefoils.     Presumably 
Chap.  ii.  jt  is  correct  in  giving  the  two  shields  surmounted  by  the  eagle's  head,  in  which  case  it 

provides  the  first  example  I  have  found  of  the  use  of  that  crest  by  the  family.     Nothing 

whatever  now  remains  on  the  stone. 

(IS)  Sculptured  stone  set  in  the  house  of  James  Wedderburn  (d.  1644)  in  the 
Overgait  of  Dundee,  1642. 

This  is  a  stone  panel  as  shown  in  the  illustration,  which  has  been  engraved  from  a 
drawing  made  for  me  from  the  original  stone  by  Mr.  Phillips.  The  form  of  the  roses, 
though  peculiar,  is  of  no  note,  as  when  the  house  was  rebuilt  in  about  1877  the 
stone  was  recut  by  someone  evidently  not  acquainted  with  heraldry.  The  fleur-de-lys 
however,  no  doubt  appeared  in  the  cheveron  in  the  original  sculpture. 


ARMS   OF   JAMES   WEDDERBURN,   D.    1644. 


(14)  Five  blazons  of  the  arms,  1624-60. 

These  are  all  from  the  collections  at  the  Lyon  College,  mentioned  above.     They  are  : 

(a)  "  Wedderburn.  Gules,  a  cheveron  between  three  roses  argent."  This  is  from  a 
copy. of  an  old  MS.  "  Herald  Book  "  (p.  2)  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Kinnoull,  some- 
what later  in  date  to  Sir  James  Balfour's  MS. 

(b)  "  Wedderburn.  Gules,  a  cheveron  between  three  roses,  argent."  This  is  from  a 
copy  of  James  Pont's  MS.  (p.  164),  also  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Kinnoull,  the  date 
of  which  is  said  to  be  1624-40. 

(c)  "  Wedderburn  of  Easter  Powrie.  Argent,  a  cheveron  between  three  roses,  gules." 
From  the  same  copy  of  Pont's  MS.  (p.  167).  This,  however,  cannot  be  before  1662,  as 
Easter  Powrie  was  not  acquired  by  Alexander  Wedderburn  (ante,  p.  148)  till  that  date. 

(d)  "  Wedderburn.  Gules,  a  cheveron  between  three  cinquefoils,  argent."  This  is 
from  a  copy  of  the  MS.  by  Sir  Patrick  Home  of  Pol  wart,  Bart  (p.  61),  in  the  possession  of 
the  Earl  of  Kinnoull,  circa  1 640. 

Of  these  a,  b,  and  d  reverse  the  tinctures  of  the  shield  now  and  for  many  years  used 
by  the  family.     This  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  practice  in  Scottish  heraldry  of  different 
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branches  of  one  house  altering  the  tinctures  of  the  shield  as  a  mark  of  cadency,  or  adding  Part  v. 
a  bordure,  instead  of  adding  a  charge  such  as  a  crescent  or  a  mullet  to  their  bearings.  CnaP-  n- 
Such  a  change  of  tincture  was  certainly  adopted  by  the  Wedderburns  of  Gosford,  who 
changed  the  tincture  of  the  field  from  argent    to   ermine  in   view,  no  doubt,  of  Lord 
Gosford's  position  as  a  judge   (see  below,  No.  24  c).     The  use  of  the  cinquefoil  instead  of 
the  later  rose  in  d  is  of  interest. 

(e)  Wedderburn.  Argent,  a  cheveron  between  three  roses  gules.  Painted  in  Gentle- 
man's Arms,  Lyon  Office  MS.,  p.  105.     [No  date,  but  after  1628]. 

(16)  Seal  of  John  James  Wedderburn  in  Moravia  1651. 

Impression  of  a  seal  attached  to  the  letter  of  John  James  Wedderburn  to  Alexander 
W.  of  Kingennie  dated  14  July  1651.  See  ante,  p.  34.  This  is  evidently  from  a  signet 
ring.  There  is  a  device  like  a  fleur-de-lys  on  the  cheveron,  but  the  impression  is  worn  and 
the  seal  so  small  that  it  is  not  clear.  For  the  same  reasons  the  roses  may  be  either  roses 
or  cinquefoils.  No  tinctures  are  indicated.  The  helmet  is  full  face — a  knight's  helmet, 
and  the  crest  seems  to  be  a  repetition  of  the  design  charged  in  the  cheveron,  with  the 
letters  H  (Herr  ?)  I...  W  either  side  of  it. 

(17)  Seal  of  Sir  Peter  Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  1659. 

This  is  reproduced  from  the  engraving  in  J.W.'s  printed  memoir  of  the  impression  of 
the  seal  attached  to  the  letter  of  Sir  Peter  "Wedderburn  of  Gosford  (Lord  Gosford  of 
Session),  dated  20  Feb.  1666  (ante,  p.  367).  It  is  no  doubt  from  his  signet  ring,  and  is  a 
very  distinct  impression,  though  no  tinctures  are  indicated.  There  is  a  fleur-de-lys  on  the 
chevron,  and  roses,  not  cinquefoils,  are  used.  The  helmet  is  an  esquire's  helmet,  so  that 
the  ring  is  older  than  1660-62,  when  Sir  Peter  was  knighted  (ante,  p.  364,  n.  2),  and 
above  it  is  the  eagle's  head.1 

(IS)  Arms  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  ob.  1679. 

These  are  engraved  on  the  cups  left  to  Aberlady  Church  by  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of 
Gosford,  who  died  in  1679.  See  ante,  p.  136.  Here  the  fleur-de-lys  again  appears  on  the 
cheveron,  the  tincture  of  which  is,  as  I  have  already  noted  (ante,  No.  7),  indicated  "or"; 
the  roses  are  clearly  roses ;  and  the  crest,  an  eagle's  head.  The  helmet  is  shown  in 
profile,  and  not  full  front,  as  it  should  be  above  a  knight's  shield. 

(19)  Seal  of  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness,  Knt.,  circa.  1660. 

This  is  attached  to  many  of  the  letters,  1710-18,  from  Alexander  Wedderburn,  town 
clerk  of  Dundee  (1696 — 1715),  afterwards  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness,  to  George  Seton  of 
Mounie  (see  post,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  115  seqq ;  M.P.  6).  This  seal  was,  no  doubt,  that 
forming  the  signet  ring  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  Knt.,  or  of 
the  first  or  second  baronet,  as  it  shows  the  helmet  full  face,  and  would  not 
therefore  have  been  so  made  for  the  writer  of  the  letter  at  this  time,  as  he  did 
not  succeed  to  the  baronetcy  till  1723.2  It  is  very  similar  to  the  seal  of  Sir 
Peter  of  Gosford,  especially  in  the  style  of  the  mantling,  and  I  think,  therefore, 
that  it  is  of  the  same  period  and  belonged  to  Sir  Alexander,  of  Blackness,  Knt.,  the  father 
of  the  first  baronet.  It  shows  a  crescent  on  the  cheveron,  the  Blackness  branch  of  the 
family  being  at  that  time  the  second  branch  in  the  male  line.  The  crest,  an  eagle's  head, 
is  also  distinctly  shown. 

(20)  Arms  of  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  1667, 
In  the  Ecclesiastical  Antiquities  of  Dundee,  by  James  Thomson  (p.  10),  it  is  recorded 
that  on  one  of  the  pillars  in  the  west  wall  of  the  South  Kirk  of  Dundee,  since  destroyed 
by  fire,  there  was  formerly  inscribed 

MASTER   JOHN    WEDDERBURNE    OF    BLACKNESS,    1667, 

with  these  arms 

1  No  motto  is  added,  and  though  in  his  engraving  of  Sir  Peter's  arms  (post,  p.  438)  J.W.  gives  that  of  "  Illseso 

lumine  solem  "  below  the  shield,  I  have  no  evidence  of  its  use  by  him,  although  Douglas  gives  it  as  the 
motto  of  the  Gosford  branch,  and  it  was  certainly  used  by  Lord  Loughborough.     See  ante,  p.  400.  n.  2. 

2  J.W.,  in  his  printed  volume,  describes  it  as  "  the  Beal  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn,  baronet  of  Blackness 

1722,"  being  under  the  impression  that  the  third  baronet  died  in  1721,  and  also  not  noticing  his  use 
of  it  duriDg  young  Sir  John's  life. 
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Part  v.  "  Argent,   a  cheveron  between  three  Eagles'  heads  erased  sable.     Crest  an  Eagle's 

Chap.  II.  head      Motto  illegible." 

I  make  no  doubt  that  this  is  an  error,  and  that  the  eagle's  heads  on  the  shield 
were  really  the  usual  roses,  but  that  the  whole  thing  being  worn  and  indistinct,  Thomson 
thought  they  were  eagles'  heads,  and  so  described  them.  Similarly  the  "  sable  "  is,  no 
doubt,  inaccurate.  Thomson  does  not  say  whether  he  means  that  they  were  heraldically 
indicated  sable,  or  that  they  were  in  fact  black.  If  the  latter,  either  the  gules  may  have 
turned  black  with  age,  or  the  whole  design  have  been  drawn  in  black  on  white. 

We  now  come  to  the  matriculations  of  the  arms  in  the  records  of  the  Lyon  College 
in  1673.  These  however,  are  not,  it  should  be  noted,  grants  of  arms  to  the  family, 
but  registrations  of  the  arms  in  fact  already  borne  by  the  family  at  that  date, 
made  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  of  the  Scottish  Parliament  in  1672,  requiring,  under  heavy 
penalties,  that  all  arms  then  in  use  should  be  registered  within  a  year,  aud  enacting  that 
all  arms  not  so  registered  should  be  illegal.  In  pursuance  of  this  enactment,  Alexander 
Wedderburn  of  Easter  Powrie  and  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness  both  registered  their  arms, 
but  Sir  Peter,  Lord  Gosford,  does  not  seem  to  have  done  so,  although  his  arms  are  given, 
with  an  ermine  field  for  difference,  in  Fraser's  Funeral  Escutcheons,  with  reference, 
apparently,  to  his  own  funeral  in  1679,  and  that  of  his  grandson,  Lord  Chesterhall,  in 
in  1756.  The  registered  arms  of  Easter  Powrie  and  Blackness  give  the  same  coat  and 
crest,  with  different  mottoes,  and  the  addition  of  a  ci-escent  charged  on  the  cheveron  in 
the  case  of  Blackness  shield  as  a  mark  of  cadency. 

(21)1  Arms  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Easter  Powrie,  matriculated  in  the  Lyon  College,  1673. 

"  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Easter  Powrie  bears  Argent  a  cheveron  betwixt  three 
roses  gules.  Above  ye  shield  ane  helmet  befiting  his  degree  mantled  gules  doubled  argent  ; 
next  is  placed  on  ane  torse  for  his  crest  ane  Eagle's  head  erased  proper.  The  motto  in  ane 
escroll  '  Non  Degener.'  "     Lyon  Register  I.  222.     Date  circa  1673. 

See  also  S.W.  457  for  a  letter  from  Easter  Powrie  in  1682,  sealed  with  these  arms  and  motto.  The 
arms  of  Wedderburn  of  Easter  Powrie  are  also  given  in  Sir  George  Mackenzie's  Treatise,  on  Heraldry 
once  as  above  aud  again  with  the  addition,  after  "roses,"  of  the  words  "barbed  vert"  (Works  1716, 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  599,  612),  which  seem  to  be  omitted  by  inadvertence  from  the  Lyon  Register. 

(22)  Arms  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  matriculated  in  the  Lyon  College,  1673. 

"The  right  worshipfull  Sr  Andrew  (sic — error  for  Alexander)  Wedderburn  of  Black- 
ness, bears  Argent  on  a  cheveron,  betwixt  three  roses  gules  barbed  vert,  a  crescent  of  the 
first.  Above  ye  shield  ane  helmet  befiting  his  degree  mantled  gules  doubled  argent ;  next 
is  placed  on  ane  torse  for  his  crest  ane  eagle's  head  erased  proper.  The  motto  in  ane 
escroll,   '  Aquila  non  captat  muscas.'  "     Lyon  Register  I.  222.     Date  circa  1673. 

The  original  matriculation,  dated  25  June  1673,  and  a  copy  of  the  blazon  are  among  the  Blackness. 
Papers  (Bl.  77,  1,  2).  Some  suggestion  as  to  the  occasion  of  the  adoption  of  the  motto  seems  to  have  been 
made  at  one  time  by  J.W.,  but  I  do  not  know  its  nature  (J.W.  116). 

(23)  Arms  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  first  Baronet  of  Blackness,  matriculated  in  the  Lyon 

College,   1705. 

"  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  Baronet,  bears  Argent  a  cheveron  betwixt  three 
roses  gules  barbed  vert  and  in  chief  two  branches  of  Laurell  disposed  in  Saltyre  proper 
with  the  badge  of  Nova  Scotia  as  baronet.  Crest  an  Eagle's  head  erased  proper.  Motto 
<  Spernit  pericula  Virtus.'"     Lyon  Register  I.  223.     Dated  in  pencil,  18  April  1705. 

An  extracted  copy  of  this  matriculation  is  among  the  Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  77,  4).  It  does  not 
appear  why  on  his  creation  as  a  baronet  Sir  John,  who  would,  of  course,  inherit  his  father's  arms,  thought 
it  necessary  to  re-matriculate  his  arms,  with  a  new  motto,  and  with  the  substitution,  no  doubt  for 
difference,  of  "  the  two  branches  of  laurel  "  in  chief  for  the  crescent  charged  on  the  cheveron.  Perhaps  he 
objected  to  thisas  a  mark  of  cadency  and,  apparently,  derogation  from  his  chieftainship  of  the  Blackness  family. 

(24)  Three  blazons  of  the  arms  of  the  Wedderburns  of  Kingennie,  Blackness,  and  Gosford, 

"  tricked  "  in  "  Fraser's  Funeral  Escutcheons  "  16S7—1724 

(a)  "Wedderburn  of  Kingennie  (spelt  Kingeine  and  Kinkeney).  Argent,  on  a 
cheveron  between  three  roses  gules,  a  crescent  of  the  field." 

1  This  and  the  next  matriculation  are  given  in  Nisbet's  Heraldry,  with  an  error  of  Archibald  for  Alexander 
in  No.  22.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  Nisbet  gives  the  arms  of  Blackadder  of  that  ilk  (a 
Berwickshire  house)  as  "  Azure,  ou  a  cheveron  argent,  three  roses  gules." 
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There  is  no  ground  for  the  introduction  of  the  crescent  into  the  shield  of  Kingennie,  Part  v. 
it  being  peculiar  as  a  mark  of  cadency  to  that  of  Blackness. 

(b)  Wedderburn  of  Blackness.  Three  roses  and  the  Nova  Scotia  badge  in  the  centre, 
faintly  tricked  in  pencil. 

No  supporters,  crest  or  mottoes  are  given,  none  of  these  being  ever  noted  by  Fraser. 
This  is,  no  doubt,  an  unfinished  sketch,  as  no  cheveron  is  shown  and  no  tinctures  indicated 
either  by  words  or  heraldic  lines.  The  omission  of  the  cheveron  also  occurs  in  an  old 
engraving  of  the  arms  of  Sir  Alexander,  the  second  baronet,  among  the  Blackness  Papers 
(Bl.  frontispiece).     See  below,  No.  26. 

(c)  Wedderburn  of  Gosford.  Ermine,  a  cheveron  between  three  roses,  gules.  The 
change  of  the  tincture  of  the  field  has  been  noted  above. 

(25)  Arms  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn,  second  baronet  of  Blackness,  1706-10. 

There  is  no  record  of  any  re-matriculation  of  arms  by  the  second  baronet,  nor,  of 
course,  was  any  necessary.  He  seems,  however,  to  have  disused  the  "  two  branches  of 
laurel "  which  his  father  had  acquired,  and  to  have  added  a  motto  of  his  own,  "  Consilio 
et  cura,"  to  that  of  his  father. 

More  important,  however,  is  the  fact  that  it  is  now  that  we  for  the  first  time  find 
supporters — two  griffins — added  to  the  Blackness  shield,  although  no  mention  of  them 
occurs  in  the  1 705  matriculation  of  the  arms  of  the  first  baronet  of  Blackness,  or  in  any 
record  of  the  arms  now  at  the  Lyon  Office.  There  is,  however,  clear  evidence  of  their  use 
by  Sir  Alexander,  who  was  head  of  the  Blackness  family,  and  whose  adoption  of  them 
would  thus  be  in  conformity  with  Scotch  heraldry,  in  which  supporters  were  used, 
not  only  by  peers  but  by  heads  of  families,  and  were  also  at  one  time  granted  by  the  Lyon 
at  his  discretion.1     The  evidence  consists  of 

(a)  The  old  engraving  of  Sir  Alexander's  arms  among  the  Blackness  papers  (Bl. 
frontispiece),  of  which  an  account  is  given  post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  89. 

(b)  The  following  note,  in  the  hand  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Balindean  at  the 
end  of  the  Genealogical  Account  of  Lord  Loughborough  (Bl.  81)  : — 

"Extracted  from  books  in  possession  of  Mr.  Frazer,  seal-cutter,  South  Bridge,  Edinburgh.  1796,  by 
Sir  John  Wedderburn. 

From  Sir  James  Balfour.  The  arms  of  Wedderburn  de  eodem  1502  : — '  Or :  a  cheveron  gules 
between  four  salteurs  of  the  second.' 

From  James  Pont,  1624.     'Wedderburn,  gules,  a  cheveron  between  roses  argent.' 

Frazer.  Ross  Herauld.  '  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness  bears  Argent  three  roses  gules,  barbet 
proper  ;  in  the  middle  centry  the  badge  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  Knight  Baronet.  Crest,  Eagle's  head  proper. 
Motto  on  a  scroll  above.     Spernit  Pericula  Virtus.    Supported  by  two  Gryphons.' " 

Here  the  quotations  from  Balfour  and  Pont  (ante,  No.  4  b,  lib)  are  correctly  given, 
so  that  it  may  be  presumed  that  that  from  Fraser  is  also  accurate,  in  which  case  the 
addition  of  supporters  and  the  total  omission  of  the  cheveron  are  remarkable,  and  suggest 
that  Fraser  followed  the  old  engraving  mentioned  above. 

(c)  A  letter  (J. W.  63)  in  1S28  from  Sir  James  Webster  Wedderburn  to  J.W.,  in  which 
he  says: — "Mr.  Hunter  of  Blackness  has  a  very  old  Latin  history  of  Scotland  in  his 
possession,  with  the  full  arms  and  supporters  of  '  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,' 
that  is,  the  Cheveron  etc.  and  the  Griffins  as  supporters,  but  with  two  mottoes  that  I 
never  heard  of,  viz,  that  over  the  crest  (an  eagle's  head)  '  Spernit  pericula  virtus,'  and  below 
the  arms  'Consilio  et  cura.'  This  Sir  Alexander  must  have  been  the  second  baronet,  as 
the  arms  of  Nova  Scotia  are  placed  in  the  corner  of  the  shield." 

(26)  The  arms  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  Lord  Loughborough,  1782. 

These  are  blazoned  in  the  margin  of  the  pedigree  recorded,  27  May  1782,  at  the 
Heralds'  College,  London,  by  Alexander  Wedderburn,  Lord  Loughborough,  on  his  elevation 
to  the  peerage.  (H.C.R.I.,  i.)  They  are,  Argent,  a  cheveron  gules,  between  three  roses 
of  the  second,  with  a  shield  of  pretence  in  the  centre  (Vert,  on  a  bend  wavy,  three 
martlets).  Above  the  shield  is  a  baron's  coronet,  surmounting  an  eagle's  head  erased 
proper  with  the  motto  "  Illseso  lumine  solem."2 

1  e.g.,  To  Sir  James  Webster- Wedderburn  as  chief  of  the  Websters.  although,  as  far  as  I  know,  he  had  not 

a  drop  of  Webster  blood  in  his  veins  !     See  post,  pp.  432-33,  No.  30. 

2  Thus  the  fleur-de-lys  charged  on  the  cheveron  is  not  seen.     It  appears,  however,  in  the  Wedderburn 

arms  as  quartered  by  the  second  and  later  Earls  of  Rosslyn,  and  in  Lord  Loughborough's  arms  as 
shewn,  together  with  those  of  other  Chancellors,  in  the  large  south  window  of  the  hall  of  the  Royal 
Courts  of  Justice.     J.W.  also  gives  it  in  his  engraving  of  the  first  Eaii'B  arms.     See  post.  p.  438. 
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Part  v.  The  shield  of  pretence  is  no  doubt  that  of  his  then  wife,  who  was  daughter  and 

Chap.  II.  heiress  of  John  Dawson  of  Morley,  co.   York.     J.W.   gives   the  bearings  of  the  name 
Dawson  as  gules,  three  crosses  patees,  argent,  but  states  no  authority. 

(27)  The  arms  of  John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden,  1799. 

These  are  blazoned  on  the  pedigree  recorded  by  him  at  the  Heralds'  College,  London, 
14  June  1799.  (H  C.R.,  iii.)  The  Wedderburn  shield  as  in  the  former  pedigree,  with  the 
eagle's  head  and  the  motto  "  Non  Degener "  above  it.  On  the  shield  is  a  shield  of 
pretence,  Vert,  on  a  cheveron  argent  three  mullets  azure,  between  two  garbs  or  sheaves 
of  corn  argent,  banded  gules,  in  chief,  and  a  cock,  with  his  wings  raised,  or,  in  base. 
This  shield  of  pretence  would  seem  to  be  for  the  arms  of  Bedward,  John  Wedderburn 
having  married  Mary  Wisdom,  daughter  and  heiress  of  George  Bedward  by  Susannah, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Robert  Rutherford.1 

(28)  The  arms  of  Sir  David  Wedderburn  of  Balindean,  1803. 

On  the  pedigree  recorded  by  him  on  his  creation  as  a  baronet  of  Great  Britain, 
11  Oct.  1803,  his  arms  are  blazoned  Argent,  a  cheveron  gules  between  three  roses  of  the 
second.  Above  the  shield  for  crest,  an  eagle's  head  proper.  No  mottoes  are  given,  and 
no  supporters. 

There  is  also  a  note  at  the  Heralds'  College  to  the  effect  that  the  arms  of  David 
Wedderburn,  Esq.,  have  been  duly  registered  there,  but  no  record  of  such  registration 
is  now  forthcoming  (post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  528). 

(29)  Arms  of  John  Wedderburn,  afterwards  second  baronet  of  Balindean,  matriculated  in 
the  Lyon  College,  1857.     Lyon  Beg.,  v.  101. 

John  Wedderburn  Esquire,  late  of  the  Honorable  East  India  Company's  Civil  Service  at  Bombay, 
now  residing  at  Keith  House  in  the  county  of  Haddington,  the  immediate  younger  brother  consanguinean 
of  Sir  David  Wedderburn,  sometime  of  Ballindean  in  the  county  of  Perth,  a  Baronet  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  heir  presumptive  to  the  said  Baronetcy.  The  said  John 
Wedderburn's  paternal  great  great  grandfather,  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness  in  the  county  of 
Forfar,  Baronet  (who  purchased  the  said  family  estate  from  his  second  cousin,  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of 
Blackness,2  Baronet,  and  in  consequence  of  the  said  Sir  John  having  died  unmarried  in  Ireland  in  1 722,3  he 
likewise  succeeded  him  in  the  baronetcy),  was  the  son  of  James  Wedderburn  Esquire,  Town  Clerk 
of  Dundee,  who  was  the  immediate  surviving  youuger  brother  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  first 
Baronet,  created  in  1704,  which  last  Sir  John  was  son  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  Knight, 
whose  arms  are  matriculated  in  this  public  Register  of  all  arms  and  bearings  in  Scotland  in  or  about  1673, 
but  whose  christian  name  is  herein  inserted  "Sir  Andrew"  instead  of  Sir  Alexander,  all  which  circum- 
stances were  set  forth  in  a  petition4  to  the  Lord  Lyon  ;  whereupon  his  Lordship,  by  an  interlocutor  of  his 
Lordship's  Depute  dated  the  twentieth  day  of  March  current,  granted  warrant  to  matriculate  of  new  in 
the  said  Public  Register  in  the  name  of  the  petitioner  the  said  John  Wedderburn  Esquire  the  following 
Ensigns  Armorial  as  his  proper  arms  in  all  time  coming,  vizt  : — Argent,  on  a  Cheveron  betwixt  three 
roses  Gules,  barbed  Vert,  a  crescent  of  the  first,  all  within  a  bordure  of  the  second  for  difference.5  Above 
the  shield  is  placed  a  Helmet  befitting  his  Degree  with  a  Mantling  Gules  doubled  A  rgent  and  upon  a 
Wreath  of  his  Liveries  is  set  for  Crest  an  Eagle's  head  erased  proper  and  in  an  Escroll  over  the  same  this 
motto  "  Non  Degener,"  and  also  in  an  Escroll  below  the  shield  this  motto  "  Aquila  non  captat  muscas." 

Matriculated  of  new  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  March  1857. 
Signed  .  James  Lorimer  .  Jr. 

(SO)  Arms  of  Sir  James  Webster-Wedderbnrn   Webster  of  Clapham,  matriculated  in  the 
Lyon  College,  1811  (see  ante,  p.  332).     Lyon  Keg.,  ii.,  61. 

To  all  and  sundry  whom  these  presents  do  or  may  concern.  We,  Thomas  Robert,  Earl  of  Kinnoull 
etc.,  Lord  Lyon  King  at  Arms,  do  hereby  certify  and  declare  that  the  Ensigns  Armorial  belonging  and 
pertaining  to  Sir  James  Webster-Wedderburn  KB.  of  Clapham  in  the  county  of  Suny  eldest  son  of 
David  Wedderburn,  alias  Webster  of  Shenley  Hill  in  the  county  of  Herts  Esquire,  who  in  obedience  to  the 
will  of  James  Webster  Esqr  of  Clapham  aforesaid,  his  uncle,  obtained  His  Majesty's  Licence  to  assume  the 
name  of  Webster  ;  which  David   Wedderburn  was  third  son  of    Robert  second  son  of   Sir  Alexander 

1  J.W.  gives  these  arms  as  "  Argent,  an  orle  gules,  and  in  chief  three  martlets  sable." 

-  This  is  an  error  ;  Sir  John  was  not  second  cousin,  but  first  cousin  once  removed  to  Sir  Alexander  ;  i.e., 
he  was  son  to  Sir  Alexander's  first  cousin. 

3  Qua3re — an  error  for  1723  ;  see  ante,  p.  244. 

4  A  copy  of  this  petition  is  among  Sir  William  Wedderburn's  papers.     The  matriculation  repeats  all  its 

recitals.  The  prayer  of  the  petition  is  that  the  Lord  Lyon  will  matriculate  of  new  in  the  Lyon 
register  in  the  name  of  the  petitioner  the  said  arms  (of  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness,  1673)  with  such 
difference  as  may  be  suitable  and  with  the  two  mottoes  "  Non  Degener  "  above  the  crest  and 
"  Aquila  non  captat  muscas  "  below  the  shield. 
6  The  crescent  and  bordure  are  for  cadency,  the  petitioner  being  second  son  of  his  father,  and  his 
brother  Sir  David  being  then  alive. 
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Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  Baronet,  And  which  Sir  James  Webster  Wedderburn  K.B.  has  also  assumed  the  Part  V. 

surname  of  Webster  in  virtue  of  the  foresaid  Royal  Licence   to  David  Wedderburn  his  father,  and  is  Chap.  II. 

married  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lady  Frances  Caroline  Anuesley  second  daughter  of  Arthur  Earl  of 

Mount-Norris — Are  matriculated  in  the  public  registers  of  the  Lyon  Office  and  are  blazoned  as  on  the 

margin  thus  viz  :  Quarterly,  first  aud  fourth  Argent  a  Fess  between  three  weavers  shuttles,  gules,  tipped 

and  furnished  with  quils  of  yarn,  Or,  for  the  surname  of  Webster  ;  second  and  third  Argent,  a  cheveron 

between  three  roses  gules,  for  Wedderburn.     Above  the  shield  is  placed  an  helmet  befitting  his  degree, 

with  a  mantling  gules,  the  doubling  Argent,  and  on  a  wreath  of  his  liveries  is  set  for  crest  an  Eagle's  head 

erased  proper,  and  in  an  escroll  above  the  Crest  this  motto  "  In  Deo  Spero."     Ou  a  compartment  below 

the  shield,  on  which  is  the  motto  "  Non  Degener,"  are  placed  for  supporters  (he  being  the  chief  of  the 

Surname  of  Webster  in  Scotland,  a  surname  at  one  time  very  numerous  in  the  county  of  Forfar)  on  the 

dexter  side  a  lion  rampant,  and  on  the  sinister  a  stag  proper,  both  of  them  collared  gules,  and  thereto 

affixed  a  chain  passing  between  their  forelegs  and  reflexed  over  their  backs  of  the  same,  each  of  them 

holding  in  its  mouth  a  thistle  proper.     Which  armorial  ensigns  above  blazoned  We  do  hereby  ratify  confirm 

and  assign  to  the  said  Sir  James  Webster  Wedderburn  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body  as  their  proper 

Arms  and  bearing  in  all  times  coming.     In  testimony  whereof  these  presents  are  subscribed  by  James 

Home  of  Linhouse  Esquire  our  Deputy  and  the  seal  of  our  office  is  appended  hereunto  at  Edinburgh 

this  Fourth  day  of  February  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. — Lyon 

Office  Edin1'  4th  Feb.  1811.     This  patent  is  duly  entered  in  the  records  of  the  Lyon  Office  by  me  John 

Kerr,  Herald,  painter  and  keeper  of  records. — James  Home,  Lyon  Depute. 

(31)  Arms  of  Andrew  Wedderburn- Maxwell,  matricidated  in  the  Lyon  College,  10  Dec.  1879. 
See  ante,  p.  316,  note  2.     Lyon  Reg.,  x.,  67. 

This  being  the  evidence  in  regard  to  the  arms  of  the  family,  I  proceed  to  sum  up  the 
result.  Setting  aside  the  arms — a  seven  rayed  star — of  Walter  de  Wedderburn  in  1296 
(ante,  No.  1),  the  record  in  1630-54  by  Sir  James  Balfour  of  a  family  of  Wedderburns  of 
that  ilk  in  1502,  bearing  "  Argent  or  Or,  a  cheveron  Gules  between  four  saltires  of  the 
second  "  (ante,  No.  4),  and  the  reversal  of  the  tinctures  to  "  Gules,  a  cheveron  between 
three  roses  Argent,"  by  him,  James  Pont,  and  Home  of  Polwart  (ante,  No.  14  a  b  d),  the 
evidence  is  clear  that  from  1364  in  both  Berwickshire  and  Forfarshire  the  Wedder- 
burns bore : — Argent,  a  cheveron  gules  between  three  cinquefoils  or  roses  of  the  second. 

It  is  true  that  in  the  earliest  record  of  these  arms  (ib.  No.  2)  the  cheveron  is 
engrailed,  and  that  in  the  first  known  examples  of  the  shield  as  borne  in  Forfarshire,  the 
charges  are  cinquefoils  and  not  roses,  but  these  are  not  material  variations.  The  appear- 
ance at  one  period  (1572 — 1642)  of  a  fleur-de-lys  on  the  cheveron,  though  a  matter  of 
interest,  the  reason  for  which  I  should  like  to  have  ascertained,  is  also  a  detail,  and  the 
charge  was  disused  by  both  Kingennie  and  Blackness  in  1673,  though  still  retained  by 
the  Gosford  branch.  The  addition  of  the  crescent  to  the  cheveron  by  Sir  Alexander  of 
Blackness  and  of  the  two  branches  of  laurel  saltyre-wise  in  chief  by  his  son,  Sir  John,  for 
difference,  proved  ultimately  to  be  no  longer  necessary,  when  the  male  line  of  Kingennie 
and  Easter  Powrie  became  extinct,  and  the  representative  of  Blackness  became  heir  male 
of  the  senior  branch  of  the  family  also,  and  as  such  succeeded  under  the  Act  of  1672  to 
the  arms  of  that  branch,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  "  bordure  and  crescent "  in  the 
arms  matriculated  in  1857  by  John  Wedderburn,  as  in  the  following  year  he  succeeded  to 
those  inherited  by  his  half-brother,  Sir  David.  Thus  the  present  representative  of  the 
family,  in  male  line,  bears  the  ancient  coat  without  any  addition  other  than  that  of  the 
badge  of  Ulster,  which  Sir  David,  of  course,  added  to  his  shield  on  his  creation  as  a 
baronet  of  Great  Britain  in  1803. 

I  have  already  (ante,  No.  25)  dealt  with  the  evidence  on  which  the  use  of  supporters 
is  justified,  and  as  I  need  not  add  anything  further  here  in  regard  to  them,  only  the 
mottoes  remain  to  be  dealt  with. 

Before  1673  we  have  no  record  of  any  mottoes  used  in  connection  with  the  arms, 
although  several  of  the  members  of  the  family  connected  with  the  law  had  used  mottoes 
in  connection  with  their  notarial  symbols.  Thus,  the  father  of  Alexander  Wedderburn, 
first  of  Kingennie,  used  "  Deum  Time,"  and  this  or  "  Fear  God  "  was  the  motto  of  the 
notarial  symbol  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  Knt.1 

In  the  matriculations  of  the  arms  of  Easter  Powrie  and  Blackness,  however,  in  1673 
the  former  has  "  Non  Degener,"  and  the  latter  "  Aquila  non  captat  muscas,"  and  these 
are  now  the  mottoes  of  the  representative  in  male  line  of  both  families. 

When  either  or  both  of  them  were  first  adopted  does  not  appear,  for  although  the 
matriculations  of  1673  are  records  of  the  arms  as  then  borne  and  not,  as  I  have  said,  new 

1  See  post,  vol.  ii.,  at  p.  187. 

3  H 
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Part  v.  grants  of  arms,  this  may  not  apply  to  the  mottoes,  which  in  the  case  of  Blackness  at  any 
Chap.  II.  ra^e)  were  varied  by  the  first  baronet,  who  substituted  "  Spernit  perieula  virtus  "  for  that 
of  his  father,  and  by  the  second  baronet  who  added  that  of  "  Consilio  et  cura "  to  the 
motto  adopted  by  his  father,  Sir  John.  When  in  1723  the  male  line  of  the  first  baronet 
failed,  and  the  successor  to  the  Blackness  baronetcy  inherited  as  heir  male  the  arms  of 
both  his  grandfather,  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness,  and  of  his  uncle,  Sir  John,  he  had  the 
right  to  bear  both  "  Aquila  non  captat  muscas  "  and  "  Spernit  perieula  virtus,"  and  when, 
again  in  1761,  the  male  line  of  Easter  Powrie  became  extinct,  Sir  John  of  Balindean  had 
the  right  to  bear  the  "  Non  Degener "  of  the  senior  line,  and  thus  from  that  time  his 
successors  have  used  that  motto  above  the  crest,  and  "Aquila  non  captat  muscas" 
below  the  shield,  both  by  inheritance  and  since  1857  by  express  grant  (ante,  No.  29). 
The  motto  "  Non  Degener,"  which  is,  I  believe,  peculiar  to  the  Wedderburns,  has  long 
been  regarded  as  that  representative  of  the  house,  and  as  such  has  been  preferred  to 
"  Aquila  non  captat  muscas"  in  the  matriculations  of  arms  granted  to  Sir  James  Webster 
Wedderburn  in  1811,  and  of  Andrew  Wedderbum-Maxwell  in  1879  (ante,  Nos.  30-31). 

I  give  opposite  a  tabular  pedigree  showing  the  arms  borne  by  or  matriculated  in 
favour  of  different  members  of  the  family  at  different  times,  and  showing  also  those  who 
are  now  entitled  to  bear  these  arms.1  It  is  not  generally  known  that  since  the  Act  of  1672 
the  right  to  bear  arms  in  Scotland  is  a  matter  not  of  custom  or  of  heraldic  law,  but  of 
the  law  of  the  land,  and  that  whereas  in  England  all  the  male  descendants  of  anyone  to 
whom  arms  have  been  granted  by  patent  or  to  whom  arms  were  allowed  at  one  or  other 
of  the  Visitations  are  entitled  to  bear  those  arms  (with  necessary  marks  of  cadency),  in 
Scotland  the  right  to  bear  arms  descends  precisely  as  the  right  to  bear  a  title,  limited  to 
heirs  male,  does,  and  is  confined  to  the  heir  male  of  some  person  who  matriculated 
his  arms  pursuant  to  the  Act.2 

1  In  this  list  I  have  not  included  female  lines,  which  quarter  the  Wedderburn  arms.     On  the  other  hand 

I  have  included  John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden,  in  whom,  when  he  entered  up  his  pedigree  in 
1799,  the  Heralds'  College  recognized  a  right  to  bear  arms,  although  I  do  not  find  that  either  he  or 
his  father  ever  matriculated  their  arms  anew  in  Lyon  Register.  The  effect  of  this  recognition  by 
the  Heralds'  College  is  doubtful,  but  it  seems  arguable  that  it  amounted  to  a  new  English  grant  of 
arms. 

2  See  the  Act  itself  and  the  following  statement  in  regard  to  it  by  "X."  (Mr.  Fox-Davies)  in  his  papers 

"  Arms  and  the  Snob,"  No.  v.,  published  in  The  Saturday  Revieio,  5  Dec.  1896.  "The  laws  of  arms 
and  the  qualifications  to  bear  arms  are  far  from  being  alike  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland.  The 
very  laws  of  the  science  are  different  in  Scotland,  so  let  us  here  consider  the  Northern  kingdom  first. 

Arms  in  Scotland  descend  only  to  the  eldest  son  or  the  heir  male  amongst  the  descendants  of 
the  grantee.  The  arms  are  heritable  by  females  being  heirs  portioners  or  heirs  of  line,  and  trans- 
mitted as  quarterings  ;  but  this  brings  up  technical  points  hardly  pertinent  to  the  matter  in  hand. 
All  younger  sons  and  cadets  of  the  family — even  younger  sous  of  the  grantee  himself — whilst  inheriting 
the  inherent  gentility  of  the  original  creation,  have  no  right  to  bear  the  arms  unless  and  until  they 
have  been  rematriculated  in  Lyon  Register  with  such  marks  of  cadency  as  Lyon  King  of  Arms  may 
deem  necessary  to  indicate  the  relationship  and  the  requirements  of  the  particular  case.  This 
matriculated  coat  then  descends  to  the  heir  male  amongst  the  descendants  of  the  person  matricu- 
lating, his  younger  sons  and  the  cadets  of  this  branch  being  each  in  his  turn  required  to  rematriculate 
and  have  fresh  difference  marks  added.  The  present  Lyon  Register  was  created  by  Act  of  Parliament 
in  1672,  and  the  Act  required,  under  heavy  penalties,  that  all  arms  then  in  use  should  be  registered 
within  a  year  and  a  day.  All  others  were  declared  to  be  illegal.  So  that  to  prove  a  right  to  bear 
arms  in  Scotland,  it  is  necessary  to  show  that  you  are  the  heir  male  of  some  person  who  registered 
arms  in  1672,  or  who  has  since  obtained  a  grant,  or  who  has  matriculated  arms  in  Lyon  Register. 
And  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  the  law  which  required  arms  to  be  registered  and  which  has 
placed  upon  younger  sons  the  necessity  of  matriculating  was  not  merely  a  canon  of  an  art  or  an 
academic  regulation  of  an  artistic  science,  but  a  matter  of  common  Parliament-made  law. 

In  England  and  Ireland  the  scientific  law  is  practically  the  same.  In  both  countries  the  arms 
descend  alike  to  all  male  descendants  within  the  limitations  of  each  particular  pateut.  So  that  in 
England  it  is  only  necessary  to  prove  legitimate  male  descent  from  some  person  to  whom  arms  have 
been  granted  by  patent  or  to  whom  arms  were  allowed  at  one  or  other  of  the  Visitations. 

The  Visitations  which  occurred  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries  were  perambulatious, 
under  the  direct  warrant  and  authority  of  the  Crown,  by  the  Officers  of  Arms  throughout  the 
kingdom.  Everybody  using  arms,  or  in  a  position  to  use  arms,  was  summoned  to  appear  and  sub- 
stantiate a  right  to  arms  or  else  "  disclaim  "  arms  ;  and  one  of  the  three  alternatives — (1)  of  proving 
a  right  by  inheritance,  etc.;  (2)  failing  this,  of  then  obtaining  the  right  ;  or  (3)  failing  these,  of  dis- 
claiming—had to  be  adopted.  And  so  that  no  injustice  should  be  done  the  Officers  of  Arms  directed 
that  if  any  gentleman  could  prove  his  right  to  arms,  and  yet  could  not  afford  to  pay  the  trivial  fees 
charged  for  making  the  necessary  record,  these  fees  were  to  be  excused  him.  The  summoning  practically 
devolved  upon  the  local  authorities,  to  whom  it  was  a  matter  of  personal  knowledge  as  to  what 
families  used  arms  or  were  in  a  position  to  do  so.  The  Officers  of  Arms  on  going  into  a  county 
exhibited  the  King's  Commission  to  the  High  Sheriff,  who  directed  the  Bailiff  of  each  hundred  to 
furnish  the  Officers  of  Arms  with  a  list  of  all  persons  using  arms,  or  calling  themselves  esquires  or 
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Tabular  Pedigree  showing  the  Armorial  Bearings  of  various  members  of  the  family, 

1296—1896. 

Walter  de  Wedderburn,  co.  Berwick,  1296. 
A  seven-rayed  star.  I 

John  de  Wedderburn,  co.  Berwick,  1364. 

A  cheveron  engrailed  between  three  roses  or  cinquefoils. 

David  Wedderburn,  co.  Forfar,  1464. 

A  cheveron  between  three  cinquefoils. 

Robert  Wedderburn  of  Dundee,  1547. 

A  cheveron  between  three  cinquefoils. 


Part  V. 
Chap.  II. 


I.  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kiugennie.  Old  family 
documents,  etc.,  show  that  he  and  his  predecessors 
bore  "  a  cheveron  between  three  roses  or  cinquefoils." 
In  his  time  the  cheveron  is  charged  with  a  fleur-de-lys. 
I 


REPRODUCTION  OF  AN  OLD  SIGNET  EING 
IN  THE  POSSESSION  OP  HENRY  SCRYM- 
GEOOR  WEDDERBURN  OF  WEDDERBURN. 
(FROM   J.W.'S   PRINTED   VOLUME.) 


II.  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie. 

I 
III.  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Easter  Powrie.  He  ma- 
triculated his  arms  in  Lyon  Register  in  1073  (ante,  No. 
21),  "  Argent,  a  cheveron  between  three  roses,  gules." 
Crest,  "An  eagle"s  head  erased  proper."  Motto,  "  Non 
Degener."  On  the  extinction  of  his  male  line  in  1761 
the  male  representation  of  it,  with  the  right  to  the  arms, 
devolved  on  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Balindean. 


II.  b.  James  Wedderburn,  d.  1627. 

I 
III.  6.  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Blackness, 
Knt.  He  matriculated  his  arms  in  Lyon  Reg- 
ister in  1673  (ante,  No.  22),  "Argent,  on  a 
cheveron,  between  three  roses,  gules,  barbed 
vert,  a  crescent  of  the  first."  Crest,  "  An  eagle's 
head  erased,  proper."  Motto,  "Aquila  non 
captat  muscas." 

I 


IV.  a.  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  first  baronet  of  Blackness.  He  matriculated  his 
arms  anew  in  Lyon  Register  in  1705,  "Argent,  a  cheveron  betwixt  three  roses, 
gules,  barbed  vert,  and  in  chief  two  branches  of  laurel  disponed  in  saltyre  proper." 
Crest,  "An  eagle's  head  erased,  proper."     Motto,  "  Spernit  pericula  virtus." 

(Ante,  No.  23). 

I 

V.  a.  [Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn,  second  baronet  of  Blackness,  used  the  same 
arms  without  the  charge  in  chief,  and  added  the  motto  "  Consilio  et  Cura."  He 
also  carried  supporters.     His  male  line  failed  in  1723,  when  the  representation 

devolved  on  his  cousin,  the  fourth  baronet.] 


~1 


IV.  b.   James  Wedder- 
burn, d.  1696. 

I 

V.  6.  Sir  Alexander  Wed- 
derburn, fourth  baronet 
of  Blackness,  who  in  1 723 
became  entitled  to  bear 
the  arms  of  his  grand- 
father, uncle,  aud  cousin 

(III.  b,  IV.  a,  V.  a). 


Sir  John  Wedderburn,  fifth  baronet  of  Blackness, 
d.  1746. 


I 

(Sir)  John  Wedderburn 
of  Balindean,  d.  1803. 

r ' "I 

Sir  David  Wedder-  Sir  John  Wedderburn 

burn  of  Balindean,  (half  brother  of  Sir 

created  a  baronet  David).   He  matricu- 

of   Great    Britain  latedhisarmsinLyon 

1803.  He  recorded  Register  in   1857. 

his  pedigree  at  the  "  Argent,  on  a  ehev- 

Heralds'     College,  eron  between   three 

London,  in   1803,  roses  gules,  barbed 

and  on  it  are  blaz-  vert,  a  crescent  of  the 

oned  hia  arms,"Ar-  first,  all  within  a  bor- 

gent,  a    cheveron  dure  of  the  second  for 

gules  between  difference.  Crest,  ''An 

three  roses  of  the  eagle's   head   erased 

second."    Crest,  proper.  Mottoes, over 

"An  eagle's  head  crest  "NonDegener," 

proper  "   (Ante,  below  shield  "Aquila 

No.  28).    His  male  non  captat  muscas" 

line  failed.  (Ante,  No   29). 

I 

Sir  William  Wedderburn,  Bt.     Living  1898 


James  Wedderburn 
Colvile. 

I 
James  Wed- 
derburn, So- 
licitorGeneral 
for   Scotland, 
d.  1822. 

I 
Andrew  Wed- 
derburn-Max- 
well  of  Mid- 
dlebie  and 
Gleulair.  Ma- 
triculated his 
arms  quarter- 
ed with  those 
of  Maxwell  in 
1879  (Ante, 
No.  31). 


Robert  Wedderburn 
of   Pearsie. 

I 
David  Wedder- 
burn Webster. 

I 
Sir  James  Webster 
Wedderburn, Knt.  He 
matriculated  his  arms 
quartered  with  those 
of  Webster  in  the 
Lyon  Register  in  1811 
(Ante,  No.  30). 

I 

Charles  Webster 

Wedderburn. 

Three  sons  living. 


Thomas  Wedderburn 
of  Cantra. 

I 
John  Wedderburn  of 
Spring  Garden.  He  en- 
tered up  his  pedigree  at 
the  Heralds'  College, 
London,  in  1799,  show- 
ing blazoned  on  it  Ar- 
gent, a  cheveron  be- 
twixt three  roses  gules. 
Crest,  an  eagle's  head 
erased  proper.  Motto 
above  crest,  "  Non  De- 
gener." His  wife's  arms 
are  shown  on  a  shield  of 
pretence  (ante,  No.  27). 

I 

John  W  edderburn  of 

Auchterhouse. 


John  Wedderburn. 

I 
Two  sons  living. 


James  Alexander 
Wedderburn. 

I 
One  son  living. 

si/ 
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Part  v.  I  have  already  given,  in  the  course  of  this  chapter,  reproductions  of  several  of  the 

Chap.  ii.  copper-plates  with  which  J.W.'s  printed  volume  is  illustrated.1  Some  further  ones,  which 
have  not  yet  been  given,  are  added  here.  J.W.'s  heraldry,  however,  is  not  always 
accurate.  Thus  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  Bishop  of  Dunblane  ever  bore  the 
motto  "  Non  Degener,"  and  J.W.'s  addition  of  a  "  mullet "  to  the  shield  is  due  to 
ignorance  of  his  true  parentage  (see  post,  p.  438).  Similarly  the  charging  of  the  shields 
of  Henry  Scrymgeour-Wedderburn  and  others  with  labels  and  marks  of  cadency  is  wrong, 
both  because  the  label  is  the  mark  of  the  eldest  son  during  the  life  of  his  father  and  not 
of  the  head  of  a  family,  and  because,  in  Scottish  heraldry,  marks  of  cadency  are  not  to 
be  assumed  by  the  individual,  but  he  is,  on  the  contrary,  required  to  rematriculate  his 
arms  in  Lyon  Register.  Nor  do  I  know  why,  in  the  case  of  his  brother  James,  J.W.  has 
omitted  the  motto  over  the  crest  and  not  quartered  the  Bedward  as  well  as  the  Ruther- 
ford arms.2  I  repeat,  however,  these  illustrations  here  without  altering  the  plates,  in 
order  that  this  book  may  contain  all  that  was  of  any  value  in  J.W.'s  printed  volume.  For 
a  like  reason  I  also  add  a  list,  in  alphabetical  order,  of  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  several 
families  allied  to  the  surname  of  Wedderburn,  which  occupies  the  last  twenty  pages  of 
J.W.'s  book.  But  here,  again,  I  give  it  only  for  what  it  is  worth  ;  I  have  not  verified  the 
information,  and  do  not  guarantee  its  accuracy. 

List  of  Armorial  bearings  of  allied  families? 

Aiton  or  Atton  of  Cordodr  :  Argent,  a  cross  engrailed,  cantoned  with  four  roses,  Gules.     (An  eminent 

family  in  Berwickshire,  anno  1306,   whose  property  in  Ayton  in  that  county  devolved  on  an  heiress 

after  1460,  and  was  conveyed  in  marriage  to  George,  second  son  to  Alexander,  Lord  Home). 
Annesley  :  Paly,  Argent  and  Azure,  a  bend,  Gules. 
Baillie  of  Littlegill  :  Azure,  nine  stars,  three,  three,  two  and  one.     (This  is  given  as  the  arms  of  the 

Baillies  of  Lamington,  from  a  cadet  of  which  family  the  Baillies  of  Littlegill  may  have  descended). 
Balfodr:  Or,  on  a  cheveron  Sable,  accompanied  with  three  cinquefoils  vert,  an  otter's  head  erased  of  the  field. 
Belsches  of  Innermay  :  Arms  not  found. 

Bouverie  :  Quarterly,  1st  and  4th  Argent,  an  eagle  spread,  Or  ;  2nd  and  3rd  Gules,  a  bend,  vair. 
Brisbane  of  Bullion  :  Sable,  a  cheveron,  cheque  Or  and  Gules,  between  three  cushions  within  a  bordure. 

(See  ante,  p.  416,  n.  2.) 
Brown  of  Elliestoun:  A  cheveron  between  three  fleurs-de-lys.      (The  tinctures  are  not  given  ;  and  these 

arms  are  given  as  those  of  the  name  not  of  this  particular  family). 
Bruce  of  Fingask  :  Argent,  a  saltire  and  chief,  Gules.    (Here  again  these  arms  are  given  as  those  of  the 

name  of  Bruce). 
Brydges  :  Argent,  three  mullets  Gules,  two  and  one,  on  the  sinister  of  a  bend  Azure  and  Gules,  above  as 

many  mullets,  Azure,  one  aud  two.     Crest,  a  demi-lion  rampant,  proper,  holding  a  mullet  Argent. 
Campbell  of  Balgirscho  :  Gyronny  of  eight,  Ermine  and  Gules,  within  a  bordure  engrailed  of  the  second, 

charged  with  eight  crescents  Argent. 

gentlemen.  All  upon  the  lists  were  summoned  to  attend.  So  thorough  and  searching  were  these 
Visitations  that  it  is  almost  a  matter  of  impossibility  that  any  family  using  arms  at  that  period 
should  have  been  omitted  from  all  the  Visitations.  I  have  frequently  been  told  that  such  and  such 
a  family  was  omitted  from  the  Visitations  ;  but  in  every  single  case  which  I  have  investigated  where 
arms  are  not  duly  noted  in  the  Visitation  Records  proper  I  have  found  the  families  duly  included 
amongst  the  '  disclaimers.' 

Consequently,  after  the  last  General  Visitation  (1660 — 1687)  England  was  overhauled,  and  it 
may  safely  be  concluded  that  at  that  date  the  arms  of  all  families  not  previously  extinct  had  been 
formally  enrolled.  Since  that  date  in  England  it  has  only  been  possible  to  obtain  the  right  to  arms 
by  a  formal  grant.  So  that  to  prove  a  right  to  arms  in  England  it  is  necessary  to  show  legitimate 
male  descent  from  some  person  to  whom  a  grant  of  arms  has  been  made,  or  to  whom  arms  were 
allowed  at  one  or  other  of  the  Visitations. 

Ireland  has  never  been  overhauled  with  the  thoroughness  which  characterized  the  English 
method.  '  Troublous  times '  are  alleged  to  account  for  the  scanty  Visitations  ;  but  a  series  of 
'  Funeral  Certificates  '  largely  fills  up  the  void.  But,  in  addition,  Ulster  King  of  Arms  has  the 
unique  privilege  of  '  confirming  '  arms  which  it  can  be  shown  have  had  a  certain  continuous  usage, 
even  though  no  official  warrant  can  be  produced  to  substantiate  their  use.  And  a  confirmation  as 
far  as  legality  goes,  though  much  less  expensive,  carries  equal  weight  with  a  formal  grant.  So  that 
in  Ireland  to  prove  a  right  to  arms  it  is  necessary  to  show  legitimate  male  descent  from  some  person 
to  whom  arms  were  allowed  at  the  Visitations,  or  on  a  Funeral  Certificate,  or  to  whom  arms  have 
been  granted  or  confirmed." 

1  See  ante,  Nos.  6,  7,  12,  19,  and  for  the  signet  of  Sir  Peter,  Lord  Gosford,  ante,  opposite  p.  367.  The 
illustration  of  the  '45  ring,  ante,  p.  284,  is  also  from  J.W.'s  volume,  where  there  is  in  all  these  cases 
lettering  under  the  engraving,  "From  the  original  ring,"  etc.,  which  I  have  sometimes  omitted  as 
unnecessary. 

3  See  at  the  foot  of  the  opposite  page.  Here  the  mullet  on  the  crescent  is  meant  to  indicate  the  descent 
from  Thomas,  third  son  of  Sir  Alexander,  the  fourth  baronet  of  Blackness,  himself  descended  from 
the  second  son  of  old  Kingennie. 

3  I  have  in  some  cases  added  J.W.'s  note  about  the  family  in  question.  The  reference  to  the  name  in  the 
text  of  these  volumes  may  be  readily  found  by  means  of  the  index. 
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SIR   DAVID   WEDDERBUEN,    BARONET    1803. 


HENRY  WEDDERBURN   OF  WEDDERBURN,   1811. 


ANDREW   OOLVILE   OF  OCHILTREE,    1814. 


JAMES  WEDDERBURN,    1821. 


438 
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SIR  OHAS.    HALKETT,   BARONET,   OF   PITFIRRAN,    1793. 


ALEXANDER,   EARL  OF   ROSSLYN,  1801. 


JAMES,   LORD  BISHOP  OF  DUNBLANE   1636. 
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Campbell  of  Kethick  :  Quarterly,  1st  and  4th  Gyronny  of   eight,  Or  and  Sable  ;  2nd  and  3rd  Argent  a  Part  V. 

galley  Sable,  sails  furled  up,  flag  and  pinneta  flying,  and  oars  in  action.      Crest,  a  boar'shead  oouped,  Chap.  II 

Or.     Motto,  "  Ne  oblivisearis." 
Carnegie  of  Leughlands  :  Or,  an  eagle  displayed  Azure ;  in  his  dexter  talon  a  rose,  slipped  in  pale, 

proper. 
Carnegie  of  Pitarrow  :  Parted  per  pale,  Or  and  Argent,  an  eagle  displayed  Azure,  armed  and  beaked,  Gules. 
Carstairs  of  Kilconquhar  :  Or,  a  saltire  and  chief  wavy,  Gules.     Crest,  a  sun  going  down.      Motto, 

"  Irrevocable."     Supporters,  two  cranes,  proper. 
Cathcart  :  Azure,  three  cross  crosslets,  fitche's,  issuing  out  of  as  many  crescents,  Argent,  two  and  one  ; 

and  in  the  collar  point  a  man's  heart,  ensigned  with  an  imperial  crown,  all  proper.     Crest,  a  hand, 

issuing  out  of  a  wreath,  holding  up  a  crescent,  Argent.     Motto,  "  I  hope  to  speed." 
Chatterton  :  Or,  a  lion's  head,  erased,  Azure,  between  three  mullets,  Or. 

Cheap  :  Argent,  three  ears  of  wheat  slipped  Vert.    Crest,  a  garb  Or,  branded  Vert.    Motto,  "  Ditat  Virtus." 
Clathills  :  Argent,  on  a  bend  (tincture  erased),  three  buckles.      (These  are  the  arms  on  the  tomb  of  Peter 

Clayhills  in  the  Howff  of  Dundee,  but  they  differ  from  those  of  the  Innergowrie  family. 
Clerk  of  Penicuik  :  Or,  a  fesse  cheque,  Azure  and  Argent,  betweeu  two  crescents  in  chief,  and  a  boar's 

head  couped  in  base,  Sable. 
Colvile  of  Ochiltree  :  Argent,  a  cross  moline,  Sable,  centre  square  pierced  of  the  field.     Supporters,  two 

greyhounds,  Argent.     See  p.  437. 
Covjrtenay  :  Quarterly,  1st  and  4th,  Or,  three  torteaux,  Gules  ;  2nd  and  3rd,  Or,  a  lion  rampant,  Gules. 
Comming  :  Azure,  three  garbs,  Or. 
Davidson  of  Balgat  :  Azure,  on  a  feBs,  between  three  pheons,  Argent,  a  stag  couchant,  Gules,  attired 

with  ten  tyres,  Or. 
Dawson  :  Gules,  three  crosses,  patees,  Argent.     (See,  however,  post  vol.  ii.,  p.  524,  where  these  arms  are 

differently  given  on  Lord  Loughborough's  recorded  pedigree,  H.C.R.  I.,  i.). 
Dickson  :  Azure,  three  mullets,  Argent,  on  a  chief,  Or,  as  many  pallets,  Gules.     Crest,  a  hand  holding  a 

sword  in  bend,  proper.     Motto,  "  Fortes  fortuna  juvat." 
Douglas  :  Argent,  a  man's  heart,  Gules,  ensigned  with  an  imperial  crown,  Or ;  and  on  a  chief,  Azure,  three 

mullets  of  the  first.     Crest,  a  Salamander  Vert  in  flames  of  fire.     Motto,  "  Jamais  arriere. " 

The  Earl  of  Selkirk1  carries  these  arms,  1st  and  4th,  quarterly,  with  2nd,  GuleB,  three  cinque- 
foils,  Argent,  and  3rd,  Gules,  a  lion  rampant,  Argent,  within  a  bordure  of  the  second,  charged  with 

ten  roses  of  the  first.     Supporters,   on  the  dexter  side,   a  savage  wreathed   with  laurel  about  the 

loius,  with  a  club  on  his  shoulder,  all  proper,  and  on  the  sinister  side  an  antelope,  proper.     Motto 

below  the  shield,  "  Firmior  quo  paratior." 
Dunrar  :  Or,  three  cushions  pendeut  within  a  double  tressure,  flowered  and  counter-flowered,  Gules. 
Dundas  of  Ddndas  :  Argent,  a  lion  rampant,  Gules.       Crest,  a  lion's  head,  couped,  Gules,  looking  through 

a  bush  of  oak,  proper.     Motto,  "Essayez." 

The  arms  of  Dundas  of  Arniston  are  given  as  the  same,  but  within  a  bordure  Ermine  ;  and 

the  crest  tinctured  "Or."    Those  of  Dundasof  Blair  are  distinguished  by  "a  crescent  of  the  second." 
DUNSMUIR  :  Vert,  three  garbs,  Or. 

Eden  :  Gules,  on  a  cheveron,  Or,  between  three  garbs,  Argent,  as  many  escalops,  Azure. 
Edward  of  Pearsie  :  Azure,  a  fesse,  Argent,  surmounted  by  a  pillar,  Gules,  issuing  out  of  the  base  wavy, 

Azure.     (These  are  given  as  the  arms  of  the  surname  of  Edward.) 
Erskine  of  Alva  :  The  same  as  Ekskine  of  Balqonie  (see  below),  but  with  the  quarters  reversed,  and 

the  whole  within  a  bordure,  Or  and  Vert. 
Erskine  of  Balgonie.     Quarterly,  1st  and  4th,  Azure,  a  bend  between  six  cross  crosslets  fitches,  Or  ;  2nd 

and  3rd,  Argent,  a  pale  within  a  bordure,  Sable. 
Ferguson  of  Pptfour  :  Azure,  a  buckle,  Argent,  between  three  boars'  heads  couped,  Or. 
Fletcher  :  Sable,  a  cross  fleury,  betweeu  four  escalops,  Argent. 
Forrester  :  Argent,  three  bugles,  Sable,  trimmed  Gules. 
Fotheringham  :  Ermine,  three  bars,  Gules.     Crest,  a  Griffin  seyant,  proper. 
FullaRton  :  Argent,  three  otters'  heads  erased,  Gules. 
Gardyne  of  Laton  :  Argent,  two  cheverons  engrailed,  Gules. 
Gillespie  :  Azure,  in  base,  a  ship,  Argent,  under  sail,  and  in  the  sinister  canton,  a  hand,  couped,  gauntletted, 

and  grasping  a  sword,  proper. 
Graham  of  Meathie  and  Balmuir  :  Or,  three  pyls  wavy  within  a  double  tressure  counter-flowered  Sable, 

and  on  a   chief  of  the  second,  three  escalops  of  the  first.     Crest,  a  phcenix  rising  from  her  ashes 

proper.     Motto,  "  Bonne  Fin." 
Halkett  of  Pitfirrane  :  See  opposite. 
Halyburton  of  Gask  (progenitor  of  Pitcur) :  Or,  on  a  bend  Azure,  three  mascles  of  the  first.     Crest,  a 

Moor's  head  and  neck  couped  at  the  shoulders,  armed  with  an  helmet,  all  proper.     Motto,  "Watch 

well."     Supporters,  two  cats. 
Halyburton  of  Pitcur  :  J.W.  gives  these  as  "the  bend  between  three  boars'  heads,  erased  Sable." 
Hamilton  (Earls  of  Haddington)  :  Quarterly,  1st  and  4th,  Gules,  on  a  cheveron,  between  three  cinquefoils 

Ermine,  a  buckle  Azure,  between  two  spots  of  Ermine,  within  a  bordure,  Or,  charged  with  eight 

thistles,  Vert ;  2nd  and  3rd  Argent,  a  fesse  wavy  between  three  roses,  Gules. 
Hawkins  of  Kelston  :  Argent,  on  a  saltire  engrailed  Sable,  five  fleurs-de-lys,  Or.    Crest,  on  a  mount  Vert, 

a  hind  lodged,  Or. 
Hope  of  Craighall  and  Pinkie  :  Azure,  a  cheveron  between  three  bezants,  Or.      Crest,  a  broken  globe       p 

surmounted  by  a  rainbow,  all  proper.    Motto,  "  At  spes  infracta."     Supporters,  two  women,  their  hair 

dishevelled,  loosely  clad,  and  holding  each  an  anchor. 
Hope  (Earl  of  Hopetoun) :  The  same   arms,  but   with   a  bayleaf,  proper,  charged   on  the  cheveron  for 

difference,  and  the  motto  varied  to  "  At  spes  non  fracta." 

1  This  title  is  now  extinct. 
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Part  V.      Kay  :  Argent,  a  bend  sinister  Sable,  between  an  annulet  in  chief,  Gules,  and  a  griffin's  head  erased  in  base 
Chap.  II.  of  the  second  ;  in  its  beak  a  key,  Azure. 

Kyd  of  Craigik  :  Argent,  a  pine  tree  eradicate,  proper,  with  an  hunting  horn  pendant  from  one  of  the 

branches,  Or,  stringed  Gules. 
Kyd  op  Woodhiix  :  The  same  as  Kyd  of  Craigie  with  the  addition  of  "  on  a  chief  Azure,  three  mullets, 

Or.     Motto,  "  Donee  impleat  orbem." 
Lawson  (of  Humbie)  :  Gules,  a  saltire  Argent ;  on  a  chief,  Or,  three  garbs  of  the  first. 
Lyon  :  Argent,  a  lion  rampant,  Azure,  armed  and  langued  Gules,  within  a  double  tressure,  flowered  and 

counter-flowered  with  fleurs-de-lys  of  the  third. 
McKenzie  :  Azure,  a  deer's  head  cabossed,  Or,  within  two  laurel  branches  dispersed  orle-wise  of  the  last. 

Crest,  an  eagle  rising  from  a  rock,  proper.     Motto,  "  Firma  et  ardua." 
Maitland  :  Or,  a  lion  rampant,  Gules,  couped  at  all  points  of  the  first,  within  a  double  tressure  flowered 

and  counter-flowered  with  fleur-de-lys  of  the  second. 
Miln  :  Or,  a  cross  moline,  Azure,  square  pierced  of  the  field  between  three  mullets  of  the  second. 
Mordaunt:  Argent,  a  cheveron  between  three  etoiles,  Sable. 
Moray,  Earl  of  :  1st  and  4th,  Or,  a  lion  rampant,  Gules,  within  a  double  tressure,  all  within  a  bordure 

compone  Argent  and  Azure  :  2nd  Or,  a  fess,   cheque  Argent  and  Azure  ;  3rd  Or,  three  escutcheons 

pendant  within  a  double  tressure,  Gules. 
Murray  (Athole)  :  Azure,  three  mullets,  Argent,  within  a  double  tressure,  flowered  and  counter-flowered 

with  fleur-de-lys,  Or. 
Ogilvy  of  Airlie  :  Argent,  a  lion  passant  gardant  Gules,  crowned  with  an  imperial  crown  and  collared 

with  an  open  crown. 
Ogilvy  of  Ruthven  :  J.W.  remarks  that  Ruthven  "  took  out  armorial  bearings  for  himself  some  years 

Bince,"  but  does  not  give  them. 
Paterson  of  Craigie  :  Sable  on  a  cross  cantoned  with  four  lions'   heads  erased  Argent,  five  eaglets 

displayed  of  the  first. 
Ramsay  :  Argent,  an  eagle  displayed,  Sable. 

Rattray  of  Craighall  :  Azure,  a  fesse  Argent  between  six  cross  crosslets  fitches,  Or. 
Read  of  Logie  and  Torbeg  :  Argent,  three  stags'  heads  couped,  proper. 
Rutherford  :  Argent,  an  orle  Gules,  and  in  chief  three  martlets  Sable. 
Scott  :  Or,  on  a  bend  Azure,  a  star  between  two  crescents  of  the  first. 

Sorymgeour  :  See  p.  437,  where  these  arms  are  shown  quartered  with  those  of  Wedderburn. 
Seton  of  Pitmedden  :  Quarterly,  1st  and  4th,  Or,  three  crescents  within  a  double  tressure  counter-flowered 

Gules,  and  in  the  centre  a  man's  heart,  proper.     2nd  and  3rd,  Argent  a  demi  otter,  Sable,  crowned 

Gules,  issuing  out  of  a  bar  wavy  of  the  second. 
SMITH  of  Balharrt  :  Quarterly,  1st  Gules  a  broken  spear  and  standard,  saltire-ways,  the   last  Argent, 

charged  with  a  cross  of  the  field,  and  fringed  Or  ;  2d,  Azure,  a  cat  saliant  Argent  ;  3d,  Argent, 

on    a   saltire,  Sable,   nine   mascles   of   the   first,   within   a  bordure   Azure  ;    4th,    Or,  three   bars 

waved,  Gules,  each  charged  with  an  escalop  of  the  field.     Crest,  an  arm  from  the  shoulder  vam- 

braced,  brandishing  a  sword,  proper.     Motto,  "  Carid  namh  fehm." 
Stewart  :  see  s.  Moray. 
Stewart    of   Blairhall  :  Quarterly,   1st  and  4th,  a  fess  cheque,  Argent  and  Azure,  with  a  double 

tressure,  counterfleury,  with  fleurs-de-lys,  gules ;  2d  and  3d,  Or,  a  saltire  and  chief,  Gules.     Crest,  a 

demi  lion,  Gules.     Motto,  "Avito  viret  honore." 
Stewart  of  Stenton  :  Or,  a  fess  cheque^  Argent  and  Azure. 
Stirling  of  Kippendavie  :  Argent,  on  a  bend,  Azure,  three  buckles,  Or.     Crest,  a  Moor's  head,  couped  at 

the  neck,  proper,  banded  with  a  fillet,  Argent.     Motto,  "  Gang  forward." 
Strachey  of  Sutton  Court  :  Argent,  a  cross  engrailed,  Gules,  charged  in  each  arm  with  a  rose,  and  in  the 

centre  with  a  fleur-de-lys,  Or  ;  in  each  quarter  an  eagle  displayed,  of  the  second. 
Thomson  of  Charleton  :  Argent,  a  stag's  head,  cabossed,  Gules,  attired,  Or,  and  on  a  chief  Azure,  a  cross 

crosslet  fitche",  of  the  third,  between  two  spur  rowels  of  the  first. 
Tod  :  Argent,  three  foxes'  heads,  couped  Gules. 
Wardlaw  of  Pitreavie  :  Quarterly,  1st  and  4th,  Azure,  three  mascles,   Or  ;  2nd  and  3rd,  Azure,  three 

water  budgets,  Or. 
Watson  of  Grange  of  Barrie  :  Argent,  an  oak  tree  growing  out  of  a  mount  in  base,  proper,  surmounted 

of  a  fesse,  Azure,  charged  with  a  cinquefoil  between  two  stars  of  the  first. 


PART    V. 

Chapter    III. 
The  Wedderburn  Firm  and  Suit. 

I  had  not  originally  intended  to  give  much  space  to  either  of  these  topics,  chiefly  Part  v- 
because,  as  regards  the  former,  I  had  not  sufficient  material  from  which  to  construct  a  ap' 
clear  account,  nor,  as  regards  the  latter,  any  information  beyond  what  is  stated  of  the 
case  in  its  different  stages  in  various  columns  of  law  reports.  Only  last  (1S97)  autumn, 
however,  I  chanced  to  have  sent  me  by  Major  Seton  of  Mounie,  whose  grandfather  was 
at  one  time  a  partner  in  the  Wedderburn  house  and  consequently  a  defendant  in  the  suit, 
a  box  containing  a  considerable  mass  of  papers  relating  to  both  the  one  and  the  other,  and 
from  these  I  am  now  able  to  go  into  more  detail  as  regards  them  than  I  should  otherwise 
have  been  able  to  do. 

The  close  connection  of  many  members  of  the  family  with  Jamaica  from  1746  on  for 
over  a  century,  and  the  fact  that  it  was  there  that  they  found  the  means  to  regain  fortune 
and  position  after  the  '45,  render  it  fitting  that  a  history  of  the  family  should  contain  an 
account  of  the  once  famous  West  Indian  firm,  of  which  traces  yet  survive  in  occasional 
references  to  rum  professedly  of  their  shipping.  So,  again,  the  story  of  the  lawsuit  equally 
claims  a  place,  whether  we  regard  it  as  part  of  the  history  of  the  firm  or  as  a  matter 
which  filled  the  family  mind  and  emptied  the  family  pocket  for  a  long  period  of  years,  as 
an  almost  perfect  example  of  legal  uncertainty  and  delay,  or  as  a  case  in  which,  at  a 
vast  expense,  the  principles  of  equity  were  handsomely  illustrated. 

The  firm  of  East  and  West  Indian  merchants  which  carried  on  its  business  in  London 
at  35,  Leadenhall  Street  for  many  years,  originated  with  two  or  more  of  the  sons  of  a 
Mr.  Webster,  a  merchant  in  Dundee,  who  married  Beatrix  Proctor,  the  widow  of  David 
Edward  of  Pearsie,  somewhere  about  1722-30  (see  ante,  p.  322,  n.  5).  I  do  not  know 
whether  more  than  two  of  these  sons  constituted  the  first  firm,  nor  when  they  started 
the  business,  but  they  were  engaged  in  it  and  at  Leadenhall  Street  in  1773-74  (SW.  650), 
when  they  are  described  as  "Messrs.  Webster,  druggists,"  a  term  which  would  thus 
seem  to  have  then  had  a  meaning  different  to  or  less  limited  than  that  which  it  now 
bears.1  From  the  will  of  James  Webster,  dated  14  Nov.  1789,  and  proved  13  Jan.  1790 
(D.C.  105),  it  would  seem  that  he  and  his  brother  John  were  at  one  time  partners  in  the 
house,  and  I  think  it  probable  that  they  were  the  two  original  partners  and  founders  of 
the  firm  in  London.  Of  the  Wedderburns,  on  the  other  hand,  Sir  John  Wedderburn  and 
his  brother  James  (ante,  pp.  288,  305)  went  out  to  Jamaica  after  the  '45,  and  when  they 
succeeded  in  establishing  a  position  there,  their  prosperity  induced  other  members  of  their 
family  to  follow  their  example.  Thus  Alexander,  John,  and  James  Wedderburn,  the  three 
sons  of  Thomas  Wedderburn  of  Cantra  (ante,  p.  342),  all  went  out  to  Jamaica  one  after 
the  other,  in  1760,  1766,  and  1768,  as  also  did  their  cousin,  Henry  Scrymgeour  (later 
Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn)  in  1775  (ante  p.  179). 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  Wedderburns  in  Jamaica  and  the  Websters  in 
Leadenhall  Street  were  able  to  do  business  with  mutual  advantage,  and  that  gradually 
their  interests  became  more  and  more  closely  identified.  I  am  not  sure  when  it  was  that 
one  of  the  Wedderburns  first  became  a  member  of  the  firm.  J.W.  in  his  MS.  speaks  of 
the  business  as  having  been  carried  on  by  various  members  of  the  name  since  1779-80,  but 
the  date  must  be  taken  as  approximate  only.  It  is  possible  that  one  or  other  of  the 
Websters  retired  from  the  firm  about  1780-85,  and  that  David  Wedderburn,  third  and 
youngest  son  of  Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  then  joined  it  as  a  partner.  The  connec- 
tion between  the  Websters  and  the  Wedderburns  was,  as  we  have  seen  with  the  Pearsie 
branch  of  the  latter  family,  and  David  was  clearly  the  adopted  heir  of  old  James  Webster 
(D.C.  105).  Whether  the  first  partner  of  the  name  of  Wedderburn  was  Pearsie's  son, 
David,  or  John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden  (ante,  p.  343)  is  not  clear.    John  Wedderburn 

1  See  also  D.D.  146,  for  a  similar  use  of  the  word. 
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Part  v.  had  possibly  been  apprenticed  to  the  Websters  before  he  went  out  to  Jamaica  in  176G 
Chap.  III.  (antei  p  344)  n  2),  and  was  certainly  a  member  of  the  firm  at  the  date  of  James  Webster's 
will  in  Nov.  1789.  But,  as  he  only  returned  from  Jamaica  in  July  1789,  and  is  named 
after  David  in  the  will,  I  think  that  he  can  only  just  have  joined  it  at  its  date,  although 
in  a  few  years  he  seems,  perhaps  by  virtue  of  his  age,  to  have  had  the  position  of  senior 
partner  during  the  life  of  his  cousin  David,  who  alone  with  him,  for  John  Webster  did  not 
long  remain  a  partner  (perhaps  he  did  not  long  survive),  constituted  the  firm  for  some 
few  years  previous  to  1796. 

The  subsequent  history  of  the  house  is  clear  from  the  documents  in  my  possession, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  stood  high  both  for  its  integrity  and  its  success.  "  For  fifty 
years,  1780-30,"  says  J.W.,  in  a  note  to  his  MS.,  "  the  several  firms  in  Leadenhall  Street, 
though  not  equally  distinguished  for  prudence,  were  all  alike  remarkable  for  liberal  and 
honourable  character,  and  during  more  than  one  period  of  mercantile  distress,  when  the 
Bank  of  England  hesitated  to  discount  bills  for  many  reputable  houses,  no  bill  of  the 
Wedderburns  was  ever  delayed  for  an  instant." 

In  1796  (May  21)  John  Wedderburn  and  David  Wedderburn  or  Webster  (for 
he  had  assumed  the  latter  name)  took  into  partnership  Sir  John  Wedderburn's 
eldest  son,  David,  who  had  then  lately  come  of  age.  This  partnership,  under  the 
style  of  Wedderburn,  Webster  &  Co.,  was  to  last  for  seven  years,  during  which  the 
two  first-named  partners  were  each  to  take  five-twelfths  of  the  profits,  and  the  third 
and  youngest  partner  the  two  remaining  two-twelfths.  In  event  of  the  death  of 
either  John  Wedderburn  or  David  Webster  during  the  seven  years,  all  the  share  and 
concern  of  such  deceased  partner  was  to  cease  from  the  1st  May  next  after  his  death,  and 
the  profits  were  to  go  as  to  one-third  to  young  David  Wedderburn,  and  as  to  the  remain- 
ing two-thirds  to  the  other  and  senior  partner.  The  clause  as  to  the  cessation  of  the  interest 
of  a  deceased  partner — which  excluded  from  his  estate  any  share  in  the  goodwill  and  any 
participation  in  the  subsequent  profits  of  the  firm — turned  out  a  most  important  one,  for 
on  21  March  1801  David  Webster  died,  and  this  clause  thus  came  into  operation.  It  was 
the  course  taken — and,  as  it  was  afterwai'ds  found,  honestly  and  accurately  taken — by  the 
surviving  partners  that  led,  thirty  years  later,  to  the  institution  of  the  chancery  suit  of 
Webster  v.  Wedderburn. 

The  will  of  David  Webster,  executed  shortly  before  his  death,  bore  date  10  Feb. 
1801.  The  precise  terms  are  not  material  here,  but  generally  he  left  all  his  property, 
including,  of  course,  his  interest  in  the  firm,  on  trust  to  pay  an  annuity  to  his  widow,  and 
subject  thereto,  to  be  divided  into  certain  shares,  and  paid  over  to  his  children  as  they 
came  of  age,  or,  if  daughters,  married. 

The  surviving  partners  had  thus  to  value  as  against  themselves  the  interest  of  David 
Webster  in  the  firm  on  1  May  1801,  and  this,  owing  to  the  position  of  the  accounts,  was 
clearly  not  an  easy  matter.  The  gross  assets  were  close  on  half  a  million  sterling,  but 
consisted  largely  of  debts  due  to  the  firm  from  a  great  many  persons,  including  most 
members  of  the  family,  and  in  particular  a  sum  of  nearly  £160,000  due  from  the  estate 
of  James  Wedderburn  of  Trelawny,  who  had  died  in  1797,  leaving  his  brother  John  of 
Spring  Garden,  the  firm's  senior  partner,  as  his  executor. 

The  liabilities  of  the  firm,  on  the  other  hand,  amounted  to  somewhat  over  £400,000, 
and  consisted  of  debts,  half  of  which  were,  and  half  of  which  were  not,  immediately 
payable  by  the  firm.  In  the  result,  therefore,  some  £85,000  represented  the  net  assets 
of  the  firm,  of  which  £55,0001  was  settled  to  be  the  amount  due  to  David  Webster's  estate, 
£24,000  as  that  due  to  John  Wedderburn,  and  £6,000  allocated  to  undivided  profits.  It  was 
obviously  impossible  to  call  in  at  once  all  the  debts  due  to  the  firm.  The  custom  of  West 
Indian  traders  favoured  a  liberal  giving  of  time,  and  to  have  gone  against  this  custom  and 
insisted  on  prompt  payment  would  have  been  to  turn  into  present  bad  debts  large  sums 
which  with  patience  would  prove  to  be  good  ones.  This  would  have  meant  an  increase  in  the 
bad  debts  of  the  firm  to  an  extent  which  would  have  completely  annihilated  the  balance 
arrived  at  by  the  surviving  partners,  and  reduced  the  amount  of  David  Webster's  estate  to  a 
proportionate  share  in  less  than  nothing.  The  surviving  partners,  therefore,  exercised  a 
wise  discretion.  They  at  once  formed  a  new  firm,  which  took  over  the  accounts  of  the  old  one, 
and  they  then  proceeded  to  pay  the  liabilities  more  promptly  than  they  called  in  the  debts. 
Thus  in  the  year  1801-2  they  liquidated  the  liabilities  to  the  extent  of  £285,000,  while  they 
got  in  no  more  than  £197,000  of  debts  due  to  them.  The  difference  between  these  sums 
1  Accurately,  £55,001  2.  1  (see  post,  p.  447). 
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they  provided  out  of  their  own  property  or  on  their  own  credit,  so  that  the  old  firm  became  Part  V. 
indebted  to  them  to  that  amount.  But  in  spite  of  this,  and  thanks  to  their  discretion  in  chaP-  IH 
dealing  with  a  matter  in  which  such  discretion  was  all  important,  the  position  of  things 
gradually  assumed  a  firm  basis,  and  thus  the  amount  due  to  David  Webster's  estate 
increased  steadily,  till  on  1  May  1809,  the  year  in  which  his  eldest  son  came  of  age,  it 
stood  at  over  £65,000,  exclusive  of  a  sum  of  £6,500  allowed  to  his  estate  proportionately 
with  the  surviving  partners  for  bad  debts,  and  nearly  £19,000  advanced  by  the  surviving 
partners  for  the  maintenance  of  his  children. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  detail  as  to  the  payment  of  their  shares  to  these  children 
as  they  reached  their  majorities.  James  came  of  age  in  1809,  Anne  in  1812,  Mary  in  1814, 
and  Charles  in  September  1820,  while  David,  the  youngest  child,  died  in  1816,  and  so 
increased  the  shares  of  each  of  his  brothers  and  sisters.  Thus,  by  the  end  of  1820,  the 
affairs  of  David  Webster  in  relation  to  the  firm  were  wound  up  and  their  shares  had  been 
paid  to  all  his  children,  and  accepted  by  them,  after  full  examination  of  the  accounts  by 
their  solicitoi-s,  in  complete  discharge  of  all  that  was  due.  It  was  not  till  many  years 
afterwards  that  they  successfully  sought,  as  I  shall  show  later,  to  go  behind  their  dis- 
charges and  re-open  the  accounts. 

Meanwhile,  between  1801  and  1820,  the  prosperity  of  the  firm,  I  believe,  both 
reached  its  zenith  and  began  to  decline.1  Some  differences  had  occurred  in  its  constitu- 
tion. In  about  1803  Andrew  Wedderburn-Colvile,  who  had  joined  the  old  firm  as  a  salaried 
partner  at  £1,000  a  year  in  1798,  had  become  a  regular  member  of  the  house,  which  was 
further  joined  in  1810  by  Alexander  Seton,  and  in  1810 — 18132  by  James,  eldest 
son  of  old  John  Wedderburn,  while  in  1815  Sir  David  Wedderburn  retired  from  it,  and  a 
new  agreement  was  entered  into  for  five  years  by  the  four  remaining  partners,  among 
whom  the  profits,  after  setting  aside  one-tenth  for  casualties,  were  to  be  divided  into  forty- 
five  shares,  of  which  ten  were  to  go  to  old  John  Wedderburn,  ten  to  his  son  James, 
sixteen  to  Andrew  Colvile,  and  the  remaining  nine  to  Alexander  Seton.  The  style  of  the 
firm  was  also  altered  to  Wedderburn,  Colvile  &  Co.  This  agreement  was  renewed  in  May 
1820,  but  was  terminated  at  the  close  of  that  year  by  the  death  of  John  Wedderburn.  On 
this,  a  new  firm  was  once  more  formed,  under  the  style  of  Colvile,  Wedderburn  &  Co., 
consisting  of  the  three  surviving  partners,  who  were  joined  by  old  John  VVedderburn's 
second  son  John  (of  Auchterhouse),  and  this  firm  continued  until  May  1830,  when  James 
Wedderburn  left  it,  "  his  retirement  compelling,  and  being  accompanied  by  that  of  his 
younger  brother  John"  (J.W.'s  MS.).  One  other  firm  was  then  formed,  viz.,  that  of 
Colvile  &  Co.,  consisting  only  of  Andrew  Colvile  and  Alexander  Seton,  and  lasting  until 
May  1836,  when  the  latter  retired  and  the  firm  came  to  an  end,  although  Mr.  Colvile  still 
conducted  a  business  of  his  own,  in  which  he  was  assisted  later  on  by  his  son,  Eden. 

The  Jamaica  properties,  in  which  the  different  firms  (or  some  members  of  them)  were 
interested,  were  numerous,  and  at  one  time  exceedingly  valuable.  I  have  already  (ante, 
p.  344,  note  4)  made  some  reference  to  them  and  the  value  attributed  to  them  by  J.W., 
but  there  were  others  in  addition  to  those  there  mentioned.  J.W.,  as  I  have  said,  states 
that  his  father  owned  Spring  Garden,  Mount  Edgcumbe,  Paradise,  Retreat,  Moreland,  and 
Bluecastle,  valued  at  one  time  at  a  total  of  £220,000,  in  addition  to  the  smaller  properties  of 
Prospect,  Jerusalem,  Hill's  Mountain,  and  Burnt  Savannah,  and  to  the  Mint  and  Trelawny 
estates  of  his  brother  James.  But  besides  these  I  find  references  to  many  others  as 
belonging  to  members  of  the  firm  or  family,  viz.,  Blackheath,  Blackness,  Berricon,  Cara- 
wina,  Colvile,  Green  River,  Newfound  River,  Three  Mountains  River,  Fontabelle  (the 
dowry  of  Andrew  Colvile's  first  wife),  and  the  estate  of  Belle  Vue  in  Demerara,  which 
Andrew  Colvile  purchased  in  1820-21,  much  against  the  opinion  of  his  partner,  James 
Wedderburn. 

They  owned  also  several  vessels,  either  wholly  or  in  part.  In  the  accounts  for  1801 
some  six   are   mentioned,  viz.,   the   "Arniston,"  "Jamaica  Planter,"  "Melville  Castle,"8 

1  An  action  by  the  firm  on  a  policy  of  insurance  on  goods  on  board  the  "  Minorca,"  sailing  from  Jamaica 

to  London,  which  was  tried  before  Lord  Ellenborough,  1  Dec.  1807,  and  resulted  in  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant,  is  reported  in  Campbell's  Reports,  vol.  i.,  p.  1. 

2  He  signs  a  letter  as  partner  in  1811,  but  did  not  share  in  the  profits  till  1813-14. 

3  This  vessel  may  be  the  same  as  one  of  its  name  which  belonged,  in  1790,  to  the  East  Indian  Company. 

See  the  European  Magazine  for  1790,  in  which  there  is  a  list  of  the  company's  ships  sailing  from  or 
due  in  England,  including  the  "  Melville  Castle  "  with  "  David  Wedderburn,  Esqre.,  husband,"  on 
board.  I  have  not,  certainly,  identified  this  individual,  but  he  may  well  be  David  Wedderburn- 
Webster  (ante,  p.  329). 
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Partv.        "  Hanover,"  "Symmetry,"  and  ''  Westmoreland,"  all  of  which  traded  to  the  West  Indies. 

Chap.  in.  jt  was  tne  joss  0f  one  0jj  these,  tiie  "Hanover,"  in  1824,  uninsured,  that  largely  added  to 
the  then  difficulties  of  the  firm,  already  cripped  by  a  decrease  in  prices  and  business,  and 
threatened  with  the  abolition  of  the  slaves. 

In  the  height  of  its  prosperity,  the  profits  of  the  house  were  undoubtedly  large. 
I  find  attached  to  one  of  the  law  papers  in  the  proceedings  instituted  by  the  Websters  in 
the  Scotch  courts  a  detailed  account  of  the  profits  received  year  by  year  by  each  of  the 
partners  of  the  different  firms  from  1802-37.  From  this  document  it  appears  that  these 
profits  amounted  in  all  to  close  on  ,£360,000,  of  which  (leaving  out  the  odd  hundreds) 
£90,000  was  drawn  by  old  John  Wedderburu,  1802-20  ;  £50,000  by  Sir  David,  1802-21  ; 
£37,000  by  James  Wedderburn  in  1811-30  and  1832,  and  £8,000  by  his  brother  John 
1822-26  and  in  1832.  Alexander  Seton  drew  £52,000,  1811-37,  and  Andrew  Colvile 
£120,000,  1802-37. 

The  largest  sum  ever  drawn  in  any  one  year  by  old  John  Wedderburn  was  close  on 
£10,000  in  1810,  in  which  year  both  Sir  David  Wedderburn  and  Andrew  Colvile  drew 
nearly  £5,000  each.  This  was  one  of  the  most  prosperous  years,  though  in  1814  the  then 
five  partners,  John  and  his  son  James,  Sir  David,  Andrew  Colvile,  and  Seton,  together 
received  a  somewhat  larger  sum.  The  year  1816  was  also  prosperous,  but  after  it  the 
profits  began  to  decline.  "  Our  business  is  decreasing,"  writes  old  John  Wedderburn  in  a 
letter  dated  28  June  1820,  after  three  years  in  which — as  in  1820  itself — the  profits  had 
fallen  to  £10-12,000.  Nor  did  matters  improve  after  his  death.  From  1821  to  1830 
the  profits  had  further  fallen.  During  these  years  the  highest  sum  ever  drawn  by  the 
firm  in  any  year  was  £8,750  in  1822,  while  in  1827  it  fell  to  £4,500,  and  in  most  of  these 
years  averaged  about  £6,000.  So  again  from  1830-37  things  did  not  improve,  and  apart 
from  1832  and  1837,  years  in  which  there  were  sums  paid  to  retiring  partners,  the  average 
income  of  the  firm  seems  to  have  continued  to  fall. 

I  have  a  few  letters  between  1811  and  1830  which  throw  light  on  the  transactions 
and  position  of  the  house  in  these  years.  Among  them  is  one  from  James  Wedderburn  at 
Nice  in  Feb.  1819,  in  which  he  questions  the  wisdom  of  the  firm  expending  £14,000  on  a 
new  ship,  both  because  of  the  terms  on  which  shipping  is  obtainable  from  the  brokers,  and 
"  especially  as  we  are  not  in  a  similar  situation  to  many  ship-owners,  who  have  the  various 
branches  of  that  business  under  their  own  hands."  In  another,  which  I  have  already 
quoted,  2S  June  1820,  old  John  Wedderburn  declines  the  request  of  a  Mr.  Webster1  for  a 
loan,  and  a  suggestion  of  increased  salaries  to  the  clerks  of  the  house,  chiefly  on  the 
ground  that  "our  business  is  decreasing."  On  his  father's  death,  James  Wedderburn 
seems  to  have  desired  to  at  once  retire  from  the  business.  He  disapproved  (April  1821)- 
of  some  transactions  out  of  Jamaica,  notably  the  purchase  of  the  Belle  Vue  Estate  in 
Demerara,  on  which  Mr.  Colvile  and  Mr.  Seton  had  embarked,  while  he  was  abroad  at 
Nice,  and  points  out  that  his  retirement  would  facilitate  these  transactions  by  the 
remaining  partners.  He  was,  however,  then  persuaded  to  remain,  and  continued  a 
member  of  the  firm  till  1830.  Hut  he  still  differed  from  his  co-partners  as  to  the 
extension  of  the  business,  as  he,  23  Aug.  1822,  could  not  "entertain  any  idea  as  to 
improvement  in  West  Indian  affairs  that  should  make  an  extension  of  business  desirable," 
and  in  1823  he  speaks  of  the  difficulties  which  must  arise  "if  these  times  are  to  continue." 
The  loss  of  the  "Hanover"  took  place  in  the  following  year,  leaving  the  house  with 
only  two  ships,  the  "  Ida,"  now  old,  and  the  "  Hive,"  which  had  recently  been  built.3 
This,  no  doubt,  heavy  loss,  was  followed  by  continued  depression  in  the  West  Indies. 
Some  of  the  estates  ceased  to  be  profitable,  and  others  paid  but  little  in  comparison  with 
previous  years.  In  1830  Mr.  Seton,  to  illustrate  the  condition  of  things,  sends  John 
Wedderburn  a  statement  of  the  profit  and  loss  on  the  estates  of  his  brother  James  in  the 
preceding  year.4 

1  Mr.  Colvile  seems  to  have  favoured  the  applicant's  request  "  with  the  view  of  preventing  his  having 

recourse  to  measures  that  would  make  the  mischief  (of  previous  loans  to  him  ?)  worse." 

2  There  was  also  a  heavy  loss  in  this  year  on  a  loan  of  £70,000  to  a  firm  of  Graham  and  Simpson  ;  no 

doubt  connected  with  the  Grahams  of  Meathie  (ante,  pp.  323-24). 

3  Mr.  Seton  now  advised  the  building  of  another  new  ship,  and  one  was  built,  I  believe,  on  a  model  of  his 

own  invention,  which,  when  sold  in  1836,  realized  far  beyond  an  average  price. 

4  From  this  it  appears  that  there  had  been  a  loss  of  £1,276  on  Moreland,  while  Spring  Garden  had  yielded 

only  £284,  the  Mint  £442,  Paradise  £918,  and  Retreat  £40.  A  fewyears  later  the  estate  of  Prospect, 
the  property  of  John  Wedderburn  of  Auchterhouse,  also  fell  heavily  in  value,  and  was  sold  for,  I 
believe,  some  £3,000. 
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Upon  this  state  of  things  followed  two  further  disasters  to  the  house,  resulting  the  Part  v. 
one  from   private   animosity,  the   other    from   public   affairs.      The    institution  of  the  chaP- UI- 
"Wedderburn  lawsuit  by  the  children  of  David  Wedderburn-Webster  took  place  in  1831, 
while  the  abolition  of   slavery  followed  soon  after.1       Between   them  they  ended  the 
prosperity  of  the  Wedderburn  house.2 

I  now  turn  to  the  Wedderburn  suit.3  I  do  not  find,  among  the  papers  in  my 
possession,  any  allusion  to  its  being  threatened,  and  am  thus  left  in  doubt  as  to  how  it 
arose.  Lord  Langdale,  in  his  judgment,  says  that  further  accounts  had  been  first 
demanded  in  1828  or  early  in  1829,  and  we  know  that  Sir  James  Webster- Wedderburn 
had  for  some  years  been  in  difficulties,  and  that  early  in  1829  his  hopes  of  succeeding  to 
the  estate  of  his  uncle,  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  had  been  altogether  dissipated. 
But  for  this,  it  is  possible  that  there  would  have  been  no  Wedderburn  suit.  As  it 
was,  however,  the  bill  was  filed  1  Feb.  1831,  and  so  started  an  old-fashioned  chancery 
suit  of  the  Jarndyce  v.  Jarndyce  order,  which  lasted  till  1857.  It  was  brought  by  Sir 
James  Webster-Wedderburn,  his  brother  Charles,  his  sister  Mary  (Mrs.  Hawkins),  and  her 
husband,  and  his  brother-in-law  Archibald  Douglas,  whose  wife  had  died  in  1822.  The 
defendants  were  the  partners  and  executors  of  deceased  partners  in  the  Wedderburn 
house,  viz.,  James  Wedderburn  and  his  brother  John,  Sir  David  Wedderburn,  Andrew 
Colvile,  Alexander  Seton,  and  (as  a  matter  of  form),  the  plaintiffs'  mother,  Mrs.  Douglas. 
The  plaintiffs  contended  that  they  were  entitled  to  re-open  the  accounts  in  respect  of  which 
they  had  given  their  discharges  as  one  by  one  they  had  come  of  age.  They  now  said  that 
upon  the  death  of  their  father,  in  1801,  his  surviving  partners  had  not  apportioned  sufficient 
assets  to  the  account  of  his  estate,  that  further  the  capital,  in  fact  so  apportioned,  continued 
to  be  employed  by  the  firm  and  was  thus  entitled  to  its  proportion  of  subsequent  profits, 
and  generally,  that  they  had  had  no  sufficient  advice  or  understanding  of  the  matter  on 
reaching  their  majorities,  and  were  thus  entitled  to  re-open  the  accounts  of  the  firm  from 
1801  up  to  date.  The  fact  that  the  surviving  partners  of  the  old  firm  had  acted  in 
double  and  inconsistent  capacities  as  executors  to  David  Webster,  and  as  his  surviving 
partners — interests  admittedly  opposite — was .  urged  as  a  ground  for  setting  aside,  as  a 
matter  of  equitable  principle,  what  they  had  done,  irrespective  of  its  accuracy  and  good 
faith  in  fact. 

I  have  already  (ante,  p.  412)  stated  what  the  surviving  partners  had  done,  and  the 
■difficulties  with  which  they  had  had  to  deal,  especially  in  regard  to  the  realization  of  the 
large  debt  due  to  the  firm  by  the  estate  of  James  Wedderburn  of  Trelawny.  It  was  a  question 
of  fact  in  the  suit  whether  the  surviving  partners  had  it  in  their  power  to  at  once  enforce 
payment  of  this  debt,  and  what  would  have  been  the  result  if  they  had  attempted  to  enforce 
it.  Their  contention  was  that  they  had  properly  refrained  from  doing  so,  and  had  thus 
been  compelled  themselves  to  advance  large  sums  to  pay  off  the  debts  of  the  firm.  They 
relied,  of  course,  on  the  discharges  given  by  the  plaintiffs  and  on  the  number  of  years  which 
they  had  suffered  to  elapse,  during  which  proof  of  the  facts  had  become  increasingly  difficult. 

Five  years4  elapsed  between  the  filing  of  the  bill  and  the  first  hearing  of  the  cause, 
which  came  on  before  Lord  Langdale,  Master  of  the  Rolls,  on  31  May  and  1,  3  June,  1836 

1  "  The  diabolical  machinations  of  reformers  and  enthusiasts,"  writes  Mr.  Seton  to  John  Wedderburn  of 
Auehterhouse,  27  June  1S32,  "  place  the  whole  of  AVest  India  property  in  the  utmost  danger  of  being 
destroyed,  involving  in  its  ruin  the  destruction  of  the  very  slaves  themselves,  whose  benefit  is  the 

pretext  for  working  so  much  mischief As  to  selling  the  estate  (of  Prospect)  or  any  other  in 

the  West  Indies  it  is  totally  out  of  the  question  at  present,  as  none  will  venture  to  purchase."  And 
again  in  sending  him  a  statement  of  affairs  in  1833,  "  It  is  but  a  discouraging  statement ;  the  market 
has  fallen  greatly  of  late." 

-  I  have  no  information  as  to  the  commercial  success  of  Andrew  Colvile  after  1836  when  Mr.  Seton  retired 
from  the  partnership,  but  believe  he  was  at  one  time  prosperous,  West  Indian  affairs  improving 
somewhat  owing  to  the  troubles  in  America  in  1837.  His  son  Eden  Colvile  (ante,  p.  310),  who 
carried  on  the  business  of  an  East  and  West  India  merchant,  at  27  and  28,  Billiter  Street,  E.C.,  as 
late  as  1891,  and  was  a  director  of  several  companies  of  influence,  was  the  last  member  of  the  family 
in  the  city. 

3  The  case  in  its  various  stages  is  reported  in  Keen's  Reports,  ii.,  722,  seqq  ;  Mylne  and  Craig's  Reports, 
iv.,  41,  585  ;  JJeavan's  Reports,  ii.,  208  ;  xvii,,  158  ;  xviii.,  158  ;  xxii.,  84  :  xxv.,  113  ;  Jurist,  in.,  596  ; 
iv.,  66  ;  ii.  (new  series),  674  ;  Law  Journal  (new  series),  Chancery,  viii.,  177  ;  ix,  205  ;  xxv.,710.  In 
the  heading  of  the  case  Sir  James  Webster-Wedderburn  is  sometimes  described  as  baronet,  a  title  he  had 
assumed  (ante,  p.  333,  n.  5),  and  his  mother  as  Lady  Douglas,  her  husband  having  claimed  a  baronetcy. 

A  Meanwhile  Mr.  Farrer,  the  solicitor  to  the  defendants,  died  in  1833,  and  thereupon  the  conduct  of  the 
suit  on  behalf  of  the  defence  was  transferred  from  Messrs.  Farrer  to  Messrs.  Freshfield,  who  had 
long  been  solicitors  to  the  family  of  old  John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden. 
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Partv.  (Keen's  Reports,  ii.,  p.  722  seqq.),  after  which  judgment  was  reserved  until  the  November 
Chap.  in.  term.  When  delivered  it  was  against  the  defendants.  After  setting  out  the  facts  clearly 
and  at  considerable  length,  Lord  Langdale  held  that  the  discharges  of  the  children  of 
David  Webster  were  in  the  circumstances  not  binding  on  them,  and  that  although  John 
Wedderburn  and  Sir  David  had  no  doubt  "  bona  fide  intended  to  settle  everything  in  a  fair 
and  honourable  manner,"  still,  having  regard  to  their  double  capacity  and  to  the  com- 
plicated nature  of  the  accounts,  he  made  an  order  in  the  plaintiffs'  favour  re-opening  the 
whole  matter.  The  Master  was  thus  ordered  to  report  on  the  accounts  from  1801-31,  after 
which  the  questions  of  liability  on  the  accounts  arrived  at  by  the  Master  would  be  decided 
by  the  Court.  "  Here,"  writes  Andrew  Colvile  at  the  time,  "  is  work  for  a  Master  for  half- 
a-century,  if  gone  into  with  zeal  on  both  sides.  Pemberton  (the  plaintiffs'  counsel)  said  it 
was  to  be  hoped  the  partners  would  come  to  some  arrangement.  Lord  Langdale  said  '  I 
hope  so  ;  it  will  be  better  for  all  sides.'     Our  counsel  said  nothing." 

No  real  endeavours  seem  then  to  have  been  made  towards  a  compromise.  The 
plaintiffs  were  "  very  much  up  in  their  expectation  of  what  they  are  to  get,"  and  the 
defendants  decided  to  appeal.  The  matter  was  now  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Freshfield  and 
Knight,  Wigramand  Kindersley  (all  eminent  advocates)  were  retained  to  argue  the  appeal, 
with  James  Colvile  as  their  junior.  All  took  a  hopeful  view,  the  judgment  of  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  being  pronounced  by  Knight  to  be  "  vicious  and  altogether  bad."  The  case 
came  on  before  Lord  Chancellor  Cottenham  on  10  Nov.  1837,  and  was  continued  on  the 
11th,  13th,  and  14th.  Knight,  who  opened  the  appeal,  had  "made  himself  completely 
and  minutely  master  of  every  circumstance  and  bids  fair  to  make  good  the  opinion  he 
pronounced.  ...  I  do  not  think  it  possible  to  state  the  case  more  forcibly  and  neatly 
than  he.  did.  .  .  .  Freshfield  has  no  doubts  of  a  favourable  result,  i.e.,  a  reversal  of  all 
that  is  appealed  against,  and  even  Wigram,  who  is  considered  cautious  and  never  over 
sanguine,  said  nearly  as  much.  .  .  .  Jacob  and  Rolfe  did  not  seem  to  make  any  point 
against  us.  Knight  says  there  is  nothing  in  the  case  except  that  old  Pepys  was  counsel  on 
the  other  side  "  (Letter  from  A.  Colvile). 

A  year  elasped  before  the  Chancellor  gave  his  judgment,  and  when  he  did  so  it  was 
to  affirm  the  decree  of  Lord  Langdale  in  all  respects.  "  I  fancy  it  was  a  surprise  to 
counsel  on  both  sides,  but  that  is  no  comfort  to  us.  Freshfield  tells  me  the  Chancellor 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  all  the  argument  on  the  subject.  .  .  .  He  (the  Chancellor) 
intimated  that  the  plaintiffs  would  not  be  able  to  make  much  of  it,  and  pressed  on  both 
parties  the  propriety  of  compromise.  .  .  .  The  plaintiffs  have  taken  the  business  out  of 
Smart's  hands  and  put  it  into  Roy  Duncan  and  Co.'s.  We  have  five  years  in  which  to 
appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords  "  (ib.). 

The  Websters  then  made  "  an  absurd  proposition  of  compromise,  viz.,  £]  50,000," 
which  was,  of  course,  disregarded,  and  a  start  was  made  on  the  accounts  in  the  office  of 
Master  Duckworth. 

Meanwhile  the  plaintiffs  now  commenced  four  several  proceedings  in  the  Scotch 
courts,  one  by  Sir  James  AVebster  Wedderburn,  one  by  his  brother,  one  by  his  sister  Mary 
and  her  husband,  and  one  by  Mr.  Douglas,  the  husband  of  their  deceased  sister  Anne.  The 
object  of  each  of  these  proceedings  was  to  obtain  security  from  Sir  David  Wedderburn, 
Andrew  Colvile,  and  Alexander  Seton,  for  any  sum  which  the  plaintiffs  might  recover  in 
the  English  action,  by  obtaining  from  the  Scotch  courts  orders  inhibiting  the  three  above- 
named  defendants  from  dealing  with  their  estates  in  Scotland,  and  even  by  attaching  the 
rents  due  to  them  from  their  tenants.  An  application  was  at  once  made  to  the  Chancellor 
in  England  to  restrain  the  plaintiffs  from  proceeding  with  the  Scotch  actions,  but  the  Court, 
chiefly  it  seems  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  both  Sir  David  and  Mr.  Seton  were  resident 
not  in  England  but  in  Scotland,  declined  to  check  the  Scotch  proceedings,  so  far  as  they 
were  aimed  at  obtaining  any  security  which  it  was  the  practice  of  the  Scotch  Courts  to- 
give.  Thus  elaborate  statements  of  facts  and  accounts  had  now  to  be  gone  into  by  the 
lawyers  in  Edinburgh  as  well  as  in  London,  and  in  the  result,  20  March  1841,  the  Lord 
Ordinary  in  Scotland  allowed  the  plaintiffs  security.  An  appeal  was  lodged,  but  although 
the  judges  differed,  it  was  not  successful.  To  Sir  David  the  matter  was  "  brutum  fulmen," 
for  since  the  sale  of  Balindean  he  had  no  landed  estates  in  Scotland  ;  and  Mr.  Colvile's 
estate  of  Craigflower  was  protected  by  an  entail,  nor  was  any  action  in  fact  taken  against 
it  by  the  plaintiffs ;  but  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Seton,  the  decision  was  productive  of  the  most 
grievous  hardship.  He  had  never  been  a  partner  in  the  old  firm,  whose  dealings  gave 
rise  to  the  chancery  proceedings,  yet  he  found  the  rents  of  his  estate  of  Mounie  attached, 
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and  though  he  subsequently  (24  Dec.  1842)  succeeded  in  inducing  the  Scotch  Courts  to  Part  v. 
free  half  of  them  from  "  arrestment,"  the  other  half  remained  for  years  accumulating  in  ctlaP-  UI- 
the  Bank  of  Scotland  as  security  for  a  sum  which  might  never  be  recovered.1     It  was 
only  after  the  settlement  of  the  English  suit  thatin  1857  his  son,  David  Seton,  successfully 
petitioned  the  Court  to  reverse  their  decree. 

I  now  return  to  the  Chancery  proceedings  in  England.  In  1840  Sir  James  Webster 
Wedderburn  died,  and  once  more  there  were  suggestions  of  compromise.  His  brother 
(Charles),  his  sister  (Mrs.  Hawkins),  and  his  brother-in-law  (Mr.  Douglas)  talked  of 
£17,000  apiece,  and  would  it  was  thought,  take  £15,000.  But  Sir  James' representatives 
and  creditors  needed  £35,000,  aud  nothing  was  done.  Nor  was  much,  if  anything,  done 
by  the  plaintiffs  towards  obtaining  the  Master's  report  ordered  by  the  decree,  the 
proceedings  on  which  seemed  to  have  lapsed,  for  in  May  1841  they  filed  a  bill  of  revivor, 
and  renewed  the  suit.2 

At  length,  in  1845-46,  the  Master  reported,  and  his  report,  with  the  defendants 
exceptions  to  it,  came  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  July  1846.     He  seems  to  have 
been  startled  at  the  result  to  which  his  decree  might  lead  on  the  accounts,  and,  heartily 
urging  compromise,  referred  the  matter  back  to  the  Master  for  a  further  report. 

Again  time  was  taken,  till  at  length  the  matter  was  actually  thrown  back  by  the 
death  of  Master  Duckworth  early  in  1848.  Thus  in  March  1848,  new  counsel  (in  place  of 
old  ones,  who  had  moved  up  in  their  profession)  had  to  begin  the  complicated  details  all 
over  again  before  a  new  master  (Master  Tinney),  who  seems  to  have  set  to  work,  as  in 
June  1849  the  suit  is  said  to  have  "broken  out  with  greater  virulence  than  ever,"  although 
the  attack,  if  sharp,  was  brief.  In  1850  further  complications  were  caused  by  the  death 
not  only  of  Lord  Cottenham,  but  of  Mr.  Seton,  and  Mr.  Freshfield  was  of  opinion  that  the 
suit  might  "go  on  for  years."  There  was  again  talk  of  compromise,  but  further  difficulties 
had  now  arisen  from  the  fact  that  the  interests  of  all  the  plaintiffs  in  the  suit  had  become 
heavily  mortgaged.  I  have  a  "State  of  Incumbrances  over  the  Websters'  interest,  1851," 
which  shows  that  Sir  James  and  his  brother  Charles  had  each  charged  his  chances  of 
success  to  the  extent  of  over  £15,000,  while  Mr.  Hawkins'  claim  was  mortgaged  for 
nearly  twice  that  sum,  and  Mr.  Douglas  had  also  assigned  his  interest.  Mr.  Cook,  the 
Scotch  agent  of  Mr.  Seton,  who  continued  to  be  harassed  by  the  embargo  on  his  rents, 
writes  to  Mr.  Freshfield  pressing  for  a  compromise  to  end  the  matter,  but  it  was  feared 
that  such  a  suggestion  would  only  encourage  the  demands  of  the  plaintiff  and  again 
nothing  was  done.  The  ideas  of  the  plaintiffs,  however,  had  further  fallen,  and  £45,000 
was  now  spoken  of  as  a  sum  which  they  or  their  incumbrancers  might  accept. 

On  March  11  18543  the  plaintiffs  applied  to  remove  the  matter  from  the  Master's 
office  into  Judge's  chambers.  This  application  was  refused  on  the  ground  that  it  had 
been  before  the  master  for  seventeen  years  (Beavan's  Reports,  vol.  xviii,  p.  465). 

At  length,  on  18  and  25  April  1855,  Master  Tinney  reported.  I  need  not  go  into  the 
details  of  this  report,  but  it  found  that  the  value  of  David  Webster's  interest  in  the  old 
firm  on  1  May  1801  was  £55,101  2s.  Id.,  being  the  precise  sum  at  which  his  surviving 
partners  had  fixed  it  (ante,  p.  442).  The  argument  on  his  report,  to  which  the  plaintiffs  filed 
many  exceptions,  took  place  before  Sir  John  Romilly,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  when,  after 
seven  days  hearing  (21-23  Nov.  and  3-6  Dec.  1855)  judgment  was  reserved.  When  given, 
7  April,  though  without  costs  on  either  side,  it  was  altogether  in  favour  of  the  defendants. 
The  claim  of  the  plaintiffs  to  share  in  the  profits  of  the  firm  made  between  1801  and  1836 
(amounting,  according  to  the  report,  to  £308,440)  was  dismissed  ;  and  they  got  no  more 
than  a  formal  decree  without  costs  for  the  £55,101  2s.  Id.,  which  they  had  already  had 
years  ago. 

In  the  course  of  his  judgment  (to  quote  from  the  newspaper  reports)  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  found   that  the  surviving  partners  of  David  Webster  had  executed  the  trust 

1  He  petitioned  the  Court  to  free  this  half  from  arrestment  in  July  1847,  but  the  Court  declined  to  make 

an  order,  suggesting  that  he  might  have  some  remedy  in  England.  Small  wonder  that  on  the 
refusal  of  the  English  Courts  to  restrain  the  Scotch  proceedings  of  the  plaintiffs  (Sir)  James  Colvile, 
afterwards  himself  a  judge,  wrote  to  Mr.  Seton,  "  I  begin  to  despair  of  justice  anywhere." 

2  Meanwhile,  another  Chancery  suit,  that  of  Lyon  v.  Colvile,  had  been  proceeding  for  the  administration 

by  David  Lyon  of  the  estates  of  old  John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden  and  his  son  James,  the 
proceeds  of  whose  Jamaica  properties  were  paid  into  Court.  I  have  a  note  that  in  1842  a  sum  of 
£72,000  had  been  accumulated  in  Chancery. 

3  The  case  is  meanwhile  named  iu  Beavan's  Reports  (vol.  xvii.,  p.  158),  when,  8  May   1853,  Mr.  Hawkins 

and  his  wife  applied  to  change  the  plaintiffs'  solicitors,  alleging  that  the  case  had  slept  since  26  March 
1851.     Their  motion  was  refused  for  waut  of  the  concurrence  of  the  other  plaintiffs. 
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Part  v.  reposed  in  them  with  judgment,  and  with  entire  fidelity  to  the  interests  of  those  confided 
p'  '  to  their  care.  In  the  management  of  the  business  of  the  firm  by  using  their  own  capital, 
instead  of  pressing  for  immediate  payment  of  debts,  they  had  acted  with  sound  judgment,  and 
prevented  the  necessity  of  winding  up  the  estate  of  the  firm  at  a  great  loss  probably  to  all 
concerned.  The  claimants  under  the  will  were,  therefore,  much  indebted  to  them  for  the 
result  of  their  caution  and  care  (Times  and  Morning  Herald,  April  8th  1856). 

Against  this  decision  the  plaintiffs  lodged  an  appeal  in  November  1856,  probably 
more  with  the  object  of  obtaining  something  by  compromise  than  with  any  hope  of  setting 
aside  the  decree.  On  the  other  side,  the  defendants,  or  those  who  now  represented  them,1 
were  anxious  to  be  free  of  the  matter,  if  such  freedom  could  be  purchased  at  a  reasonable 
cost.  Mr.  Seton's  representative — his  son  David — was,  of  course,  particularly  anxious  to 
end  the  suit,  so  as  to  get  relief  from  the  arrestment  of  half  his  rents,  under  which  he  and 
his  father  before  him  had  so  long  suffered.  Negotiations  were  therefore  opened  with  a 
view  to  settlement,  and  after  some  discussion  an  agreement  of  compromise  was  arrived  at 
13  Dec.  1856.  By  this  the  plaintiffs  were  to  take  a  sum  of  £15,000  in  full  satisfaction 
and  discharge  of  all  their  claims,  each  party  was  to  pay  their  own  costs,  all  proceedings 
were  to  be  stayed,  and  the  arrestment  in  the  Scotch  courts  removed. 

The  plaintiffs  seem  to  have  hesitated  to  accept  these  terms,  but  it  was  a  matter  for  their 
incumbrancers  rather  than  for  them.  Charles  Webster  Wedderburn  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hawkins  gave  notice  (Dec.  26)  that  the  compromise  had  been  come  to  without  their 
knowledge,  and  on  Jan.  19  1857  the  Lords  Justices  were  applied  to  in  regard  to  setting 
the  agreement  aside  (Times,  Jan.  20).  But  they  did  not  persist  in  their  opposition,  and 
Jan.  24  withdrew  it  altogether.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bishop  wrote  a  letter  of  protest  (Feb.  2), 
but  withdrew  opposition  on  Feb.  9,  after  which  the  terms  agreed  on  were  carried  in  effect 
and  the  money  paid. 

Thus  the  suit  ended  after  just  six-and-twenty  years  of  intermittent  vigour  and  repose. 
From  time  to  time  all  the  most  eminent  counsel  at  the  Chancery  bar  had  appeared 
for  plaintiffs  or  defendants,  and  the  costs  on  either  side  must  have  been  something 
enormous.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  could  the  result  have  been  foreseen  in  1831 
the  plaintiffs  would  ever  have  embarked  on  the  litigation,  nor  that  had  they  done  so 
the  defendants,  however  confident  of  their  case,  would  not  have  paid  more,  probably,  than 
the  sum  ultimately  agreed  on,  to  avoid  the  continual  worry  and  expense  of  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  As  it  was,  it  may,  I  think,  be  fairly  observed,  as  I  have  said  elsewhere  (ante, 
p.  297),2  that  this  suit,  "  while  it  involved  those  against  whom  it  was  directed  in  useless 
anxiety  and  expense,  brought  no  advantage  to  those  by  whom  it  was  started." 


1  Of  the  original  defendants  James  Wedderburn  had  died  in  1832,  John  Wedderburn  of  Auchterhouse  in 
1839,  Alexander  Seton  in  1850,  and  Andrew  Colvile  in  Feb,  1856.  Sir  David  Wedderburn  and  Mrs. 
Douglas,  the  mother  of  the  plaintiffs  (and  thus  only  formally  a  defendant),  alone  survived.  The 
drawiug  up  of  the  decree  was  actually  delayed  by  no  one  having  taken  out  administration  to  James 
Wedderburn's  estate,  until  his  son,  John  Wedderburn,  did  so  to  cure  this  defect  31  May  1756 
(LW.  29). 

-  I  have  spoken  of  it  there  as  lasting  over  thirty  years,  a  slight  exaggeration.  It  began  in  1831,  and  was 
compromised  in  1856.  But  it  continued  to  come  before  the  courts  in  regard  to  the  division  of  the 
£15,000  among  the  different  creditors  of  the  plaintiffs  for  some  time  longer.  The  suit  of  Wedder- 
burn v.  Wedderburn  often  appears  in  the  law  list  1857-59,  and  that  of  Lyon  v.  Colvile  up  to  the  end 
of  1858.  The  last  date  at  which  I  find  the  latter  named  in  the  law  notices  is  10  Dec.  1858,  while 
the  former  is  mentioned  28  Feb.  1859.  In  later  years  I  find  other  Chancery  proceedings  of  Wedder- 
burn v.  Llewellyn  reported  (13  W.K.  939),  but  it  does  not  appear  to  whom  they  relate. 


PART     V. 

Chapter     IV. 
Previous  Histories  of  the  Family. 
The  Baronage  of  Scotland,"  by  Sir  Robert  Douglas,  1760-69.     Ed.  1798.  Part  v' 


"  Genealogical  Account  of  the  descent  of  Alexander,  Lord  Loughborough."     MS.  1780. 

"A    Genealogical   Account  of  the    Wedderburn   Family,"  by  James    Wedderbum    Webster. 

Printed  at  the  Author's  pirivate  press  in  Nantes,  1819. 
"A  Genealogical  Account  of  the  Surname  of  Wedderburn,"  by  John   Wedderburn.      Mac- 

millan,  1824  (MS.  edition  1880-39 J. 
"  Burke's  Baronetage,"  1829-98. 

"  The  Wedderburns  and  their  Work,"  by  Alex.  F.  Mitchell.     Edin.,  Blackiuood,  1877. 
"Angus  or  Forfarshire,"  by  Alexander  Warden  ;  5  vols.     Dundee,  1S80-85. 
"Boll  of  Eminent  Burgesses  of  Dundee,  1518 — 1886,"  by  A.  H.  Millar.     Dundee,  1887. 
"  The  History  of  Old  Dundee "  \     bg  Alexander  Maxwdl.     Edin.  and  Dundee, 

"  Old  Dundee  prior  to  the  Reformation  "      J  1884  and  1891. 

"  The  Gude  and  Godlie  Ballatis,"    bg  Alex.  F.  Mitchell  (Scottish   Text  Society  Publ.). 

Edin.,  Blackwood,  1897. 
"  The  Compt  Bulk  of  David   Wedderburne,  1587 — 1630"  (Scottish  History  Society  Publ., 
Vol.  xxviii./     Edin.,  Constable,  1898. 

Etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

I  have  had  frequent  occasion  in  the  course  of  this  work  to  criticise  and  correct  the 
statements  made  by  previous  historians  of  the  family,  notably  by  Douglas  in  his 
Baronage  and  J.W.  in  both  his  printed  volume  and  MS.  memoir.  Such  criticism  has, 
however,  been  necessarily  directed  to  the  particular  matters  which  called  for  it  at  the 
instant,  and  I  have  nowhere  presented  to  the  reader,  as  I  now  propose  to  do,  a  review  of  the 
work  of  previous  historians  of  the  family,  to  which,  despite  the  numerous  errors  which  dis- 
figure it,  I  still  owe  a  considerable  debt. 

The  earliest  attempt  at  a  connected  history  is,  I  believe,  the  account  given  in  Douglas' 
Baronage  of  Scotland.  I  do  not  know  the  exact  date  at  which  it  was  written.  The  book  was 
not  published  till  1798,  years  after  its  author's  death,  but  the  material  for  it  was  got 
together  and  most  of  the  accounts  compiled  between  1760  and  1769.  James  Wedderburn- 
Colvile,  writing  to  Sir  David  Wedderburn  in  1803,  says  that  the  accounts  in  Douglas' 
Baronage  were  "  made  out  correctly  by  Balharry  from  your  father's  papers  and  Mrs. 
Grizell's,  the  heiress  of  Wedderburn  "  (Bl.  65),  and  as,  while  it  is  probable  that  the  account 
made  by  Balharry  was  not  compiled  until  after  his  marriage  with  Agatha  Wedderburn 
in  1766  (ante,  p.  287),  it  is  clear  from  the  time  at  which  it  ceases  that  it  was  written 
before  1769,  the  date  of  the  main  account  of  the  Wedderburns  given  by  Douglas  may  be 
taken  to  be  1766-69.  If  James  Wedderburn-Colvile  is  accurate,  it  was  founded  on  the 
papers  in  the  Wedderburn  and  Blackness  repositories,  which  have  been  fully  inventoried 
in  the  second  volume  of  this  book,  but  apparently  without  any  access  to  those  of  Gosford 
or  Pitfirrane. 

In  addition,  however,  to  the  main  account  given  by  Douglas  under  the  head  of 
Wedderburn  of  Blackness  (pp.  278  seqq),  there  are  two  others,  entitled,  the  one,  Wedderburn 
of  Balindean  and  Blackness1  (pp.  578-80)  and,  the  other,  Wedderburn  of  Gosford  (pp.  282 
seqq).  Of  these,  the  first  is  clearly  a  supplement  to  the  main  account,  with  corrections 
and  additions  up  to  a  much  later  date.  Thus,  while  in  the  main  account  the  latest  fact 
mentioned  is  the  succession  to  Idvies  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  afterwards  of  Balindean, 
which  occurred  in  1751,  and  there  is  no  mention  of  his  first  marriage  which  took  place  in 
1769,  the  supplemental  account  is  carried  up  to  as  late  as  the  birth  of  Sir  John's  son 
Alexander,  who  was  born  in  1791.  The  second  addition  to  the  main  account  is  that  of 
the  Wedderburns  of  Gosford,  but  as  the  latest  fact  dealt  with  in  it  is  the  birth  in  1767  of 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  Wedderburn-Halkett,  it  is  probable  that  this  account  was  compiled 
soon  after  that  date,  and  probably  not  by  Balharry,  who  seems,  as  I  have  said,  to  have 
had  no  access  to  the  repositories  of  either  Gosford  or  Pitfirrane. 

The  articles  on  the  family  given  in  Douglas'  Baronage  have  so  long  and  so  often  been 
accepted  as  accurate  that,  in  spite  of  their  many  errors,  I  have,  after  some  hesitation, 

1  Drafts  of  part  of  this  and  the  main  account  are  among  the  Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  79-80). 
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Part  v.      decided  to  reprint  them  here.     I  have  arranged  them  in  double  columns,  that  to  the  left 
'  containing  Douglas'  original  article,  while  in  the  right  hand  column  I  have  placed  the 
improvements  and  additions  provided  by  the   supplemental  account,  together  with  my 
own  criticisms  and  corrections  of  the  whole. 


Wedderburn  of  Blackness  (pp.  278  seqq.). 

The  surname  of  Wedderburn  is  local,  and 
according  to  Mr.  Nisbet2  was  assumed  by 
the  proprietors  of  the  lands  and  barony  of 
Wedderburn  in  Berwickshire,  as  soon  as  sur- 
namescame  to  be  used  in  Scotland,  and  (they) 
were  afterwards  designed  Wedderburn  of 
that  ilk,  but,  in  the  reign  of  King  Robert  III, 
a  younger  brother  of  the  most  noble  family 
of  Home  having  married  the  heir  of  line  of 
the  Wedderburns  of  that  ilk,  their  lands 
have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Homes 
ever  since. 


The  earlier  part  of  the  supplemental  account  in 
Douglas,  entitled  "  Wedderburn  ot  Balindean,  and 
Blackness,"1  is  as  follows  : — 

"  The  lords  or  proprietors  of  the  barony  of  Wed- 
derburn in  the  county  of  Berwick,  first  assumed  the 
name  of  Wedderburn ;  the  surname  is  therefore  local. 
This  happened  in  the  reign  of  Malcolm  III.  who  was 
contemporary  with  William  the  Conqueror,  at  which 
period  surnames  became  hereditary  in  Scotland. 
They  were  designed  Wedderburn  of  that  Ilk. 

Walter  de  Wedderburn  was  one  of  the  great 


Barons   of    Scotland, 


swore   fealty   to   King 


Yet  we  find  Wedderburns  proprietors  of 
lands  in  that  county  some  time  thereafter, 
viz., 

Williani  de  Wedderburn,  who  got  a 
charter  under  the  great  seal  from  King 
James  I.  of  some  tenements  of  land  near 
Blackadder  in  Berwickshire,  dated  20th 
January  142.r>  (Chart  in  pub.  arc/u'v.).  He  is 
also  mentioned  in  another  charter  from  the 
same  King  James,  together  with  Sir  Thomas 
Hay  of  Yester,  Sir  Archibald  Douglas  of 
Cavers,  sheriff  of  Tweedale,  etc.,  12th  May 
1425  (ib.). 

Also  another  Williani  in  the  reign  of 
King  James  II.  became  tutor  and  guardian 
to  Sir  John  Swinton  of  that  ilk  in  the  same 
county,  managed  his  affairs  during  his 
minority  with  fidelity  and  honour,  and  was 
then  designed  Williel.  de  Wedderburn, 
scutifer,  etc.  (  Writs  of  the  fam.  of  Swinton). 

How  or  when  they  came  to  Angus,  we 
have  no  direct  evidence  ;  but  it  appears  a 
branch  of  them  from  Eymouth  have  settled 
there,  much  about  this  time,  as  being  a  fit 
place  for  all  kind  of  mercantile  business. 

1  I  have  omitted  from  this  reprint  four  notes,  the  matter  in  which  is  given  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  viz., 

a  quotation  from  the  Bagman  Boll  (see  Introduction)  ;  Pitscottie's  account  of  the  archery  contest  in 
which  John  Wedderburn  took  part  (ante,  p.  15)  ;  and  the  letters  of  the  Chancellor  of  Oxford  and 
of  the  University  of  S  Andrew's  in  regard  to  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford  and  his  bequest  of  his 
library  to  the  latter  university  (ante,  pp.  133  and  137). 

2  "  The  name  of  Wedderburn  (Argent,  a  cheverou  between  three  roses  Gules,  barbed  Vert)  is  from  the 

lands  of  Wedderburn  lying  in  the  shire  of  Berwick  which  have  been  long  possessed  by  the  Hunes, 
designed  of  Wedderburn  since  the  reign  of  Robert  III."  (Nisbet's  System  of  Heraldry,  1722,  vol.  i., 
pt.  ii.,  chap,  vii.,  p.  379).  The  marriage,  however,  of  the  heiress  of  Wedderburn  with  a  Home  rests, 
as  far  as  I  know,  on  tradition  only,  and  the  lands  of  Wedderburn  were  certainly  owned  by  the 
Homes  before  the  reign  of  Robert  III,  1399 — 1406,  as  we  find  them  designed  "  of  Wedderburn  "  in 
1341.     See  the  Introduction. 

3  See  above  note  1,  and  the  Introduction,  where  the  Bagman  Roll  is  quoted. 


Edward  I.  of  England  for  the  lands  which  he 
possessed  in  Berwickshire  Anno  1296.  This  appears 
from  the  curious  instrument  quoted  below  f  the 
original  is  amongst  the  records  kept  in  the  Tower 
of  London. 

In  the  reign  of  King  Robert  III.  the  direct  male 
line  of  the  Barons  of  Wedderburn  terminated  in  an 
heiress,  who  married  a  younger  son  of  the  noble 
family  in  Home  ;  from  that  period  the  barony  of 
Wedderburn  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  de- 
scendants of  the  above  marriage  down  to  the  present 
time." 

"  Several  collateral  descendants  of  the  family  of 
Wedderburn  were  proprietors  of  land  in  the  county 
of  Berwick.  Willielmus  de  Wedderburn  ob- 
tained a  charter  under  the  great  seal  from  King 
James  I.  of  lands  adjoining  to  the  barony  of  Black- 
adder,  20th  January  1425  (Chart  in  pub.  archv.). 
The  name  of  this  William  also  occurs  with  those  of 
Sir  Thomas  Hay  of  Yester,  Sir  Archibald  Douglas 
of  Cavers,  sheriff  of  Tweedale,  and  others,  in  a 
charter  from  the  King,  dated  12th  May  1425  (ib.). 
It  also  appears  that  in  the  reign  of  James  II.  this 
Gullielmus  de  Wedderburn,  a  gentleman  of  consider- 
able property,  was  appointed  tutor  and  guardian  to 
his  kinsman  Sir  John  Swinton  of  Swinton,  in  the 
same  county,  for  managing  his  affairs  during  his 
minority." 

The  reign  of  James  II.  covers  the  years  1437-60. 

Douglas  s.  Swinton  of  that  ilk  again  refers  to  the 
fact  that  "  Sir  John  Swinton  being  an  infant  at  his 
father's  death  was  left  under  the  care  of  William 
de  Wedderburn,  scutifer."  I  do  not  know  on  what 
authority  it  is  stated  that  William  de  Wedderburn 
was  kinsman  to  Sir  John  Swinton. 

For  further  references  to  a  Williani  de  Wedder- 
burn, 1375 — 1452,  see  the  Introduction. 
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The  immediate  ancestor  of  this  family  was 
I.  James  Wedderburn,  who,  in  the 
reign  of  King  James  III.  was  designed 
merchant-burgess  of  Dundee,  as  will  be 
shown  hereafter.  To  whom  he  was  married 
is  not  come  to  our  knowledge,  but  he  left 
issue  two  sons, 

1.  David,  who  is  mentioned  in  aconfirma- 

tion  of  a  charter  under  the  great  seal 
of  a  donation,  "  ad  sustentationem 
capellani  in  ecclesia  de  Dundee,  etc.," 
dated  19th  of  February  1589  (chart 
in  pub.  archiv.)  ;  but  he  died  with- 
out issue. 

2.  James,  who  became  his  father's  heir. 

II.  James,  son  of  James  Wedderburn, 
merchant-burgess  of  Dundee,  in  the  reign 
of  King  James  IV.,  married  Janet,  daughter 
and  heiress  of  David  Forrester  of  Nevay 
(if).),  by  whom  he  had  a  son, 

III.  John,  who  was  town  clerk  of  Dundee, 
and  got  a  charter  under  the  great  seal  from 
King  James  V.  "  Johanni  Wedderburn  filio 
Jacobi  Wedderburn  jun.  burgen.  de  Dundee, 
inter  ipsum  Jacobum  et  Janetam  Forrester 
ejus  conjugem  procreat."  of  the  lands  of 
Tofts,  etc.,  in  the  barony  of  Tulloch-hills  in 
the  shire  of  Forfar,  dated  20th  June  1527 
(ib.).  He  got  another  charter  confirming  to 
him  some  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  lordship 
of  Dudhope,  etc.,  dated  31st  August  1533 
(ib.). 

He  died  soon  thereafter,  and  left  issue  a 
son, 


IV.  David  Wedderburn,  also  town- 
clerk  of  Dundee,  who  got  a  charter  under 
the  great  seal,  to  him  and  Helen  Lawson  his 
spouse,  of  the  lands  of  Hiltoun  of  Craigie 
in  the  shire  of  Forfar,  dated  9th  October 
1535  (ib).  Also  a  charter  from  Queen  Mary 
to  him  and  his  said  spouse,  of  the  mains  of 
Huntly  in  Perthshire,  dated  8th  October 
1552  (ib.). 

He  lived  to  a  great  age,  died  about  the 
year  1590,  and  left  issue  two  sons, 

1.  Alexander,  his  heir. 

2.  James,  who  was  bred  to  the  church, 

studied  at  Oxford,  and,  in  the  year 
1631,  became  a  prebend  of  White 
church  in  the  diocese  of  Wilts  in 
England.  He  was  afterwards  pro- 
fessor of  Divinity  at  St.  Andrew's, 
and,  in  February  1635,  was  conse- 
crated Bishop  of  Dumblain  ;  but  in 
1638  he   was  deprived  and  excom- 


"  The  imrnediateancestor  of  the  present  family  was  Part  V. 
James  Wedderburn,  Esq.,  descended  in  the  col-  Chap.  IV. 
lateral  male-line  from  the  ancient  Barons  of  Wed- 
derburn. He  acquired  considerable  property  in  the 
county  of  Forfar,  where  he  resided,  and  had  issue 
two  sons,  1,  David  :  2,  James  "  (Douglas  s.  Wed- 
derburn of  Balindean). 

No  authority  is  given  for  this  acconnt  of  "  James 
Wedderburn  in  tlie  reign  of  King  James  III."  (1460- 
88).  James  Wedderburn  who  married  Janet  Barry 
(ante,  pp.  5-6)  was  of  this  date,  but  although  he  is 
named  as  burgess  and  bailie  and  was  a  merchant, 
I  find  no  mention  of  him  as  "  merchant-burgess  of 
Dundee  "  in  any  document  of  the  time,  aud  while 
Douglas  says  "  as  will  be  shown  hereafter,"  he  does 
not  show  it. 

The  parentage  of  the  David  Wedderburn  named 
in  the  charter  of  14S9  (not  1589,  see  G.S.R.  8)  is 
not  known.  He  was  the  father  of  David  Wedder- 
burn who  married  Helen  Lawson  (ante,  pp.  56-59', 
and  he  was  certainly  not  the  brother  of  James 
Wedderburn  who  married  Janet  Forrester.  This 
James  was  the  son  of  James  Wedderburn  and  Janet 
Barry  (ante,  pp.  22-23). 

"  John  Wedderburn  of  Tofts,  Esq.,  who  was  a 
gentleman  of  fine  accomplishments  and  much  in 
favour  with  King  James  V."..."  He  left  issue  two 
sons,  David  ....  aud  — ,  a  Colonel  in  the  German 
wars.  He  brought  over  100  men  to  the  siege  of 
Leith  during  the  regency  of  Murray  (1571).  When 
peace  was  restored  he  returned  again  with  his  men  to 
Holland"  (Douglas  s.  Wedderburn  of  Balindean, 
referring  to  the  archery  contest  [ante,  p.  15]  as 
authority  for  the  "  fine  accomplishments  "  and  royal 
favour  mentioned  above).  The  charters  referred 
to  in  the  main  account  will  be  found  G.S.R.  15. 
20,  but  otherwise  I  do  not  know  on  what  most  of 
these  statements  are  based,  and  there  is  nothing 
to  show  either  that  any  John  Wedderburn  was  ever 
clerk  of  Dundee,  or  that  there  was  ever  any  place 
called  "Tofts."  SeeD.L.B.  26  note.  John  Wedder- 
burn's  career  is  clearly  traced,  ante,  pp.  24-25.  He 
died  in  1569,  having  twice  married  and  had  issue  by 
hisfirst  wife  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  But  neither 
of  his  sons  was  called  David,  aud  the  "  Colonel  in 
the  German  wars,"  who  is  imported  on  the  authority 
of  "  Sir  Thomas  Urquhart  and  Bishop  Guthrie," 
was  not  his  son  (see  ante,  p.  8). 

This  David  was  never  town  clerk  of  Dundee,  nor 
was  he  either  the  sou  of  John  Wedderburn,  or  the 
father  of  any  of  the  sons  assigned  to  him  by  Douglas. 
See  ante,  pp.  56-59,  where  his  male  line  is  shown  to 
have  soon  become  extinct. 

These  charters  are  given  in  vol.  ii.,  G.S.R.  26,  31. 
David  Wedderburn  would  certainly  have  lived  to  a 
great  age  had  he  died  in  1590,  as  he  was  bom  about 
1485.  He  died,  however,  in  1560  (ante,  pp.  56-57), 
leaving  two  sons,  James  of  Craigie  and  William,  as 
well  as  some  daughters.  The  sons  with  whom 
Douglas  here  credits  him  were  of  other  parentage 
and  were  not  even  brothers.  Alexander  of  Kiugennie 
was  the  son  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Janet. 
Myln  (ante,  p.  123),  and  James,  the  Bishop  of 
Dunblane,  was  son  of  John  Wedderburn  and 
Margaret  Lindsay  (ante,  p.  28).  The  bishop's 
brother  is  thus  added  in  Douglas'  Balindean  account 
as  a  third  son  of  David  Wedderburn  and  Helen 
Lawson  : — "  John,  who  was  a  physician  of  great 
eminence.  Being  also  an  able  mathematician,  he 
was  called  to  fill  the  chair  of  the  Professor  of 
Mathematics  in  Padua.  After  having  continued 
there  for  some  time,  he  settled  as  a  physiciau  at 
Brinth.in  Moravia,  where  he  died"  (Litkyow's  Travels. 
UisownletterssliUpreserved).  Seeante, pp.27-28, 32-34. 
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Part  v.  municated     by     the     assembly    of 

Chap.  IV.  Glasgow,  after  which  he  went  back 

to  England,  where  he  died  anno  1639 
and   was   buried    in    the    cathedral 
church   of    Canterbury    within   the 
chapel  of  the  Virgin  Mary.1     David 
was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son, 
V.  Alexander,  a  man  of  excellent  parts, 
who  employed  much  of  his  time  in  making 
up   differences   among    his   neighbours,    in 
which  good  office  he  was  so  dexterous  and 
impartial,  that  he  generally  gave  satisfaction 
to  both  parties.     As  he  was  trusted  by  the 
town  of  Dundee  in  all  their  affairs  (Register 
of  the  town  of  Dundee),   he   had  frequent 
opportunities  of    seeing   King   James   VI., 
with  whom  he  was  in  great  favour.     He 
accompanied  him  up  to  England  anno  1603; 
and,  when  he  was  about  to  return  to  Scot- 
land, his  Majesty  took  a  diamond  ring  off  his 
finger,  and  gave  (it)  him  as  a  token  of  friend- 
ship ;  which  is  still  preserved  in  the  family. 
He  acquired  the  lands  and  barony  of  Kin- 
gennieinAngus(CWi?-<xctf  inarch. fam  ) which 
for  many  years  was  the  title  of  the  family. 

He  married  Helen,  daughter  of —  Ramsay 
of  Brackmont  in  Fife,  by  whom  lie  had  three 
sons  and  three  daughters. 


1.  Alexander,  his  heir. 

2.  James,   progenitor   of    the   Wedder- 

bums  of  Blackness,  of  whom  more 
afterwards. 

3.  John,  physician  to,  and  in  great  favour 

with  King  Charles  I.,  who  conferred 
the  honour  of  knighthood  upon  him 
(Preface  to  Dr.  Bate's  book):2  He 
acquired  great  wealth,  but  died  with- 
out issue. 
1st  daughter,  Elisabeth,  married  1st,  to 

—  Campbell   of  Balgershoe,  son  of 

—  Campbell  of  Crenan.  She  was 
married  2dly,  to  Mr.  Peter  Bruce, 
D.D.,  principal  of  St.  Leonard's  col- 
lege in  St.  Andrew's,  and  son  of  the 
laird  of  Fingask  ;  to  him  she  had 
a  daughter,  Elisabeth,  married  to 
Simon  Mackenzie  of  Lochslyn,  bro- 
ther of  George,  Earl  of  Seaforth,  by 
whom  she  was  mother  of  the  cele- 
brated Sir  George  Mackenzie  of  Rose- 
haugh,  advocate  to  King  Charles  II., 
who  had  the  first  rudiments  of  his 
education  at  Dundee  in  Kingennie's 
family  (Preface  to  Sir  George  Mac- 


kenzie's works) 


Douglas'  account  s.  Balindean  is  somewhat  briefer, 
as  follows  :  "  This  gentleman  was  appointed  by  the 
Parliament  of  Scotland  one  of  the  Commissioners 
for  bringing  about  an  union  with  England,  but 
which  at  that  time  failed,  He  was  the  first  baron 
of  Kingennie,  co.  Forfar."  This  is  accurate  enough, 
but  the  main  account  is  both  meagre  and  incorrect. 
I  do  not  know  what  the  ground  is  for  the  statement 
as  to  his  success  in  settling  disputes;  nor  what  is  the 
Dundee  Register  referred  to  in  the  text.  Kingennie's 
career  as  clerk  of  Dundee,  and  as  a  member  for  the 
burgh  is  well  known.  As  to  the  ring  and  bracelets 
presented  to  him  by  King  James  VI.,  see  ante,  p. 
124.  His  parentage  and  that  of  his  father  are  also 
quite  clear,  and  are  not  those  supposed  by  Douglas 
(see  ante,  p.  93,  seqq.). 


His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Alexander  Ramsay 
of  Dundee,  whose  connection  with  the  Brackmont 
family  is  not  known,  and  they  had  five  sons  and 
six  daughters  (p.  129).  Of  the  former,  Douglas 
omits  all  mention  of  Peter  and  William,  while  in 
regard  to  the  latter  he  omits  four  (Margaret,  Mar- 
jorie,  Jean,  Elspeth,  ante,  pp.  139-41),  and  adds  one 
Agnes,  who  never  existed.     See  below. 

"Progenitor  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Balin- 
dean, Bart."   (Douglas  s.  Balindean). 


"John,  physician  to  King  Charles  I.,  and  who 
was  knighted  by  him.  He  left  a  library  and  some 
bequests  to  his  alma  mater,  the  university  of  St. 
Andrew's.  Sir  John,  some  time  before  death,  doted 
to  the  church  of  Aberlady,  in  East  Lothian,  four 
massy  cups  of  pure  silver,  for  the  administration  of 
the  holy  communion,  and  200  merks  of  money  to 
be  distributed  among  the  poor  of  that  parish. 
Besides  the  honour  of  knighthood,  the  King  con- 
ferred on  him  a  pension  of  2,000  Scots  (£166  13.  4. 
sterling)  during  life,  which  grant  was  afterwards 
confirmed  by  King  Charles  II.  He  was  also  in- 
corporated in  the  university  of  Oxford,  on  the  9th 
April  1646,  by  virtue  of  the  Chancellor's  letter. 
He  died  without  issue."  {Family  records  and 
original  receipt  and  discharge,  by  the  Minister  and 
Elders  of  the  parish). 

As  stated  above  (p.  450,  n.  1),  I  here  omit  two 
letters  cited  by  Douglas,  which  are  given  ante,  pp. 
133,  137.     See  as  to  the  cups,  ante,  p.  136. 


I  do  not  find  any  statement  to  this  effect  in  the 
preface  referred  to,  and,  further,  Sir  George  Mac- 
kenzie was  not  born  till  ten  years  after  Kingennie's 
death.     See  ante,  p.  138  n. 


1  Douglas  here  adds  the  inscription  on  his  tomb  already  given,  ante  p.  31,  and  cites  Keith's  Bishops,  p.  108. 

2  I  do  not  know  what  book  this  is,  but  find  no  reference  to  Sir  John  in  the    Vita;  Selectorum  aliquot 

Virorum  (1681)  of  Dr.  William  Bates,  who  lived  1625-99.     See  Nat.  Diet.  Biog. 
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2.  Agnes,    married  to  —  Haliburton  of 

Gask,  progenitor   of   the    family   of 
Pitcur. 

3.  Magdalene,  married  to  Mr.  William 

Wedderburn  minister  at  Pittenweem, 
son   to   Alexander    "Wedderburn   of 
Pittormie. 
He  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son, 

VI.  Alexander,  second  baron  of  Kiu- 
gennie,  who  was  also  town-clerk  of  Dundee, 
and  was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners 
for  regulating  the  weights  and  measures  of 
Scotland,  by  act  of  Parliament  1618. 

He  married  Magdalene,  daughter  of  John 
Scrimgeour  of  Kirkton,by  whom  he  had  a  son, 
Alexander,  his  heir,  and  a  daughter,  Marjory, 
married  to  Robert  Carnegie  of  Leughlands, 
instructed  by  a  charter  under  the  great  seal, 
dated  8th  July  1625  (Chart,  in  pub.  arch.). 

He  died  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
King  Charles  I.,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 

VII.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  third 
Baron  of  Kingennie,  who  being  young  at 
his  father's  death,  the  clerkship  of  Dundee 
was  given  to  his  cousin  Alexander,  after- 
wards Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness,  tho'  him- 
self but  a  young  man. 

He  married,  first,  —  Fotheringham,  a 
daughter  of  the  laird  of  Powrie,  by  whom 
he  had  two  sons,  who  died  in  infancy. 

He  married  2ndly,  Elisabeth,  daughter  of 
—  Ramsay  of  Muiry,  by  whom  he  had  a  son, 

Alexander,  his  heir. 

He  married,  3rdly,  —  Miln,  a  daughter 
of  Milnfield,  relict  of  major  Lindsay,  by 
whom  he  had  a  daughter, 

Magdalene,  married  to  John  Scrimgeour 
of  Kirktoun,  and  was  grandmother 
of  David  Scrimgeour  of  Birkhill,  Esq. 
(Peerage,  p.  313). 

He  acquired  the  lands  and  barony  of 
Easter  Powrie  from  —  Ogilvy,  proprietor 
thereof,  and  got  a  charter  under  the  great 
seal  from  King  Charles  II.,  "Alexandra 
Wedderburn  seuiori  de  Kingennie,  terrarum 
baroniae  de  Easter  Powrie,  etc.,"  dated 
19th  January  1663  (Chart  in  pub.  arch.). 

He  died  some  years  thereafter,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son, 

VIII.  Alexander,  fourth  Baron  of  Kin- 
gennie, who,  in  his  father's  life-time,  married 
his  cousin  Grisel,  daughter  of  Sir  Alexander 
Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  by  whom  he  had 
a  son, 

Alexander,  his  heir,  and  a  daughter 
Rachel,  married  to  Gilbert  Stewart, 
merchant  in  Edinburgh,  brother  of 
John  Stewart  of  Stenton,  but  to  him 
she  had  no  issue. 


I  find  no  authority   for  the  existence  of   this  Part  v. 
daughter  (ante.  p.  137,  n.  5).      Kingennie's    third  Chap.  IV 
daughter,  Margaret,  married  Thomas  Haliburton  of 
Dundee  (p.  138),  and  his  great  granddaughter,  Agnes 
Wedderburn,  married  Haliburton  of  Pitcur  (p.  370). 

This  is  correct,  though  Douglas  gives  no  account 
of  the  Pittormie  branch,  as  to  whom,  see  ante, 
pp.  45  seqq.  ■ 


"  Alexander,  who  succeeded  as  (second)  baron 
of  Kingennie,  and  who  carried  on  the  male  line  of 
the  family  till  it  failed  about  forty  years  ago,  since 
which  time  this  branch  of  the  family  lias  been 
represented  in  the  female  line  by  Mr.  Scrymgeour, 
now  Wedderburn  "  (Douglas  s.  Baliudean). 

The  main  account  is  incorrect.  The  commissioner 
of  1618  was  the  first  Kingennie  (d.  1625),  not  his 
son.  The  second  Kingennie  had  two  sons,  viz., 
Alexander  and  John,  and  (as  far  as  is  known)  no 
daughters,  Marjory,  who  married  Caruegie  of  Leuch- 
lands,  being  his  father's  daughter,  not  his.  His 
death  is  wrongly  given,  being  confused  with  that 
of  his  father,  who  died  in  1626,  a  year  after  the 
accession  of  Charles  I.  (1625),  while  his  son  sur- 
vived till  Sept.  1637. 

This  is  all  wrong.  The  third  baron  of  Kingennie 
became  provost  of  Dundee,  but  there  was  never 
any  idea  of  his  being  clerk.  It  was  his  father  who 
held  the  clerkship  1627-33,  during  the  youth  of  his 
nephew  Alexander,  afterwards  Sir  Alexander  of 
Blackness,  in  place  of  which  Douglas  imagines  that 
Sir  Alexander  took  up  the  office  owing  to  his 
cousin's  age,  though,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  was 
only  five  years  difference  between  them. 

These  marriages  (pp.  152-53)  are  wrongly  given. 
They  should  be 

1.  Elizabeth  Ramsay,  daughter  of  John  Ram- 

say. Issue,  Alexander,  John,  Magdalene. 

2.  Margaret    Fotheringham.      Issue,    David 

and  a  daughter. 

3.  Margaret  Miln.     Issue,  John,  Peter,  Eliza- 

beth, Janet. 


The  reference  is  to  Douglas'  Peerage  of  Scotland, 
s.  Scrimgeour  of  Dudop.     See  ante,  part  ii.,  chap.  v. 

He  acquired  it,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  from  Dougall 
McPhersone.     See  S.W.  355  :  G.S.H.  116. 


He  died  in  1683. 


His  issue  is  incompletely  stated.  He  had,  in 
addition  to  the  two  children  named,  three  elder  sons, 
John.  Alexander,  and  Peter,  all  of  whom  died  in 
their  father's  life,  and  three  other  daughters, 
Elizabeth,  Matilda,  and  Margaret  of  whom  the 
two  first  died  before,  and  the  last  very  soon  after, 
their  father  (ante,  pp.  159-60). 
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He  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 

IX.  Alexander,  fifth  Baron  of  Kin- 
gennie,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne,  got  a  charter  under  the 
great  seal,  erecting  all  his  lands,  de  novo,  into 
a  barony,  to  be  called  the  barony  of  Wed- 
derburn  in  all  time  coming,  whereupon  he 
was  ever  designed  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk. 

He  married  Grisel  Garden,  a  daughter  of 
the  laird  of  Laton  in  Angus,  by  whom  he 
had  a  son, 

David,  his  heir,  and  a  daughter,  Grisel, 
who,  upon  the  death  of  her  brother 
succeeded  to  his  estate,  and  is  now 
heir  of  the  line  of  the  Wedderburns 
of  Kingennie. 
He  was  succeeded  by  his  only  son, 

X.  David  Wedderburn  of  that  ilk, 
who  dying  unmarried  anno  1761,  in  him 
ended  the  whole  male-line  of  Alexander, 
eldest  son  of  Alexander,  first  Baron  of 
Kingennie,  No.  V.  of  this  genealogy. 


See  S.W.  533  ;  and  Q.S  R.  135. 


Here  again  the  account  is  incomplete  by  reason 
of  the  omission  of  Alexander,  Robert,  and  Rachel, 
who  predeceased  their  father;  Peter,  who  succeeded 
him  and  died  in  1714  ;  and  Gilbert,  who  also  died 
in  that  year. 


Grizel  then   succeeded  her  brother,   David,  and 
herself  died  unmarried  in  1778. 


The  representation  therefore  in  the  male- 
line  devolved  upon  the  descendants  of  James 
2nd  son  of  the  said  Alexander,  to  whom  we 
now  return. 

VI.  James  Wedderburn,  second  son  of 
Alexander,  first  baron  of  Kingennie,  was 
bred  a  merchant  in  Dundee  and  held  several 
of  the  first  offices  in  the  magistracy  of  that 
town. 

He  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Mr. 
James  Goldman,  merchant  in  Dundee  (con- 
tract ad  annum  1608),  of  a  reputable  family 
in  that  country,  whose  other  daughter  was 
married  to  —  Sinclair  of  Ulbster. 

He  got  with  her  a  considerable  portion  in 
money,  etc,  and  by  her  had  two  sons, 

1.  Alexander,  afterwards  Sir  Alexander, 

his  heir. 

2.  Peter,  afterwards  Sir  Peter  Wedder- 

burn of  Gosford,  who,  being  bred  to 
the  law,  was  one  of  the  senators  of 
the  college  of  Justice,  etc.  Vide  the 
next  title. 

These  two  brothers  were  greatly 
favoured  by  their  uncle  John,  phy- 
sician to  King   Charles  I.     To  his 
nephew,   Sir  Alexander,   he  gave  a 
considerable    sum    of    money,    and, 
havingacquired  the  estate  of  Gosford, 
he  left  that  to  his  nephew  Peter. 
About  this  time  the  estate  of  Blackness 
was  purchased  and  probably  with  James's 
money,   for  the  rights  were  taken  in  the 
name  of  Alexander  first  of  Kingennie,  when 
only  town-clerk  of  Dundee,  which  appears 
by  a  charter  under  the  great  seal  "  Alex- 
andra Wedderburn  clerico,  burgi  de  Dundee, 


In  Douglas'  account  s.  Balindean  this  James  is 
erroneously  described  as  "  the  first  baron  of  Black- 
ness," which,  however,  was  not  acquired  by  his  sou 
till  1642,  fifteen  years  after  James'  death.  The  state- 
ment as  to  his  "  several  offices  "  is  also  incorrect, 
though  he  was  "  clerk  of  Dundee  "  for  a  short  time, 
succeeding  his  father  in  1626  and  dying  in  the 
following  year  (ante,  p.  197).  I  do  not  know  what  the 
authority  is  for  the  statement  as  to  his  wife's  fortune, 
as,  according  to  her  marriage  contract  (Bl.  12),  her 
dowry — a  tenement  in  Dundee  and  a  sum  of  5,000 
rnerks — was  not  exceptional.  By  her  James  Wed- 
derburn had  issue,  in  addition  to  the  sons  named  by 
Douglas,  a  second  son  William,  of  whom  an  account 
is  given,  ante,  p.  199. 

See  ante,  p.  363  scqq.,  s.  Wedderburn  of  Gosford. 
This  statement  as  to  Sir  John's  bounty  to  his 
nephews  is  accurate,  but  he  did  not  acquire  Gosford, 
which  was,  however,  bought  by  his  nephew,  Sir 
Peter,  in  his  lifetime  and  with  his  help. 

This  next  title  is  the  account  of  Wedderburn  of 
Gosford  reprinted,  post,  pp.  460  seqq. 


This  is  quite  inaccurate.  Blackness,  as  already 
stated,  was  not  bought  till  after  James'  death,  and 
certainly  not  with  any  money  of  his.  The  rights 
were  never  "  taken  in  the  name  of  Alexander,  first 
of  Kingennie,"  who  died  in  1626,  sixteen  years  before 
the  purchase  of  Blackness.  The  date  of  the 
document  referred  to  is  not  1612,  but  1642  (G.S.B. 
110),   and  the    Alexander    Wedderburn,  clerk  of 
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villae  terrarum  de  Blackness,  etc.,  in  vice- 
comitatu  de  Forfar,"  dated  15th  July  1612 
{Chart,  in  pub.  arch.). 

Yet  these  lands  were  afterwards  resigned 
by  Alexander,  second  of  Kingennie,  in  favour 
of  his  cousin  Alexander,  afterwards  Sir 
Alexander  of  Blackness,  eldest  son  of  his 
uncle  James* upon  a  narrative  of  an  obliga- 
tion to  that  effect  ( Writs  of  the  family). 

VII.  Alexander,  afterwards  Sir  Alex- 
ander, eldest  son  of  James,  was  born  anno 
1610,  and  bred  to  the  law.  Upon  the  death 
of  his  cousin  Kingennie  (whose  son  was  yet 
a  minor)  he  was  appointed  town-clerk  of 
Dundee,  when  himself  but  young ;  but, 
being  a  man  of  parts  and  knowledge,  was 
soon  thereafter  entrusted  with  the  sole 
management  of  the  town's  affairs,  as  his 
grand-father  and  uncle  had  been,  so  that  he 
was  much  courted  and  even  trusted  by  the 
Parliament. 

Yet  he  was  a  steady  loyalist,  and  sincerely 
attached  to  the  interest  of  the  royal  family. 

He  had  a  tack  of  the  customs  of  Dundee 
from  King  Charles  I.  anno  1639,  and 
obtained  from  His  Majesty  a  pension  of 
£100  sterling  per  annum  for  life  out  of  the 
said  customs,  anno  1 640 ;  and  that  same 
year  was  appointed  one  of  the  Committee  of 
Parliament  (Commission,  ibid). 

He  was  afterwards  constituted  one  of 
their  commissioners  to  the  treaty  of  Rippon, 
25th  September  1641,  but  his  conduct  was 
such  that  he  got  an  exoneration  and  ratifi- 
cation from  His  Majesty  in  October  there- 
after, and  had  the  honour  of  knighthood 
conferred  upon  him,  anno  1642  (Minutes  of 
Parliament,  rescinded  acts,  etc.). 

As  he  had  been  most  faithful  to  the  royal 
family,  it  appears  by  several  writs  that  he 
was  much  harassed  during  the  whole  time 
of  usurpation  ;  but,  immediately  after  the 
restoration,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
commissioners  for  regulating  the  weights 
aud  measures  for  Scotland  by  Act  of  ParT 
liament,  anno  1661  (Printed  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment). 

And  King  Charles  II.,  in  reward  of  his 
constant  fidelity,  made  him  a  grant  under 
the  great  seal  (in  arch,  f am.),  in  which  are 
the  following  words  :  "  The  many  true  and 
faithful  services  done  and  performed  by  his 
trusty  and  well  beloved  Sir  Alexander 
AVedderburn  of  Blackness,  knight,  to  his 
majesty's  royal  father  of  blessed  memory, 
who,  as  a  mark  of  favour,  had  been  graciously 
pleased  to  confer  upon  him  a  yearly  pension 
of  £100  sterling,  His  majesty  considering 
his  constant  loyalty  and  affection,  and  his 
ability  and  readiness  to  do  him  service  ;  and 


Dundee,  named  in  it,  is  not  Kiugennie,  but  James'  Part  V. 
son  Alexander,  then  clerk,  and  later  Sir  Alexander  Chap.  IV. 
of  Blackness. 

I  find  no  such  writ  among  the  family  papers,  nor 
can  there  be  any  such,  as  Alexander,  second  of  Kin- 
gennie, died  in  1637,  five  years  before  the  acquisition 
of  Blackness.  Thus  I  can  only  suppose  that  Douglas, 
having  got  into  difficulties  as  to  a  supposed  docu- 
ment of  1612  in  favour  of  Kingennie,  assumed  the 
existence  of  some  such  writ  in  order  to  account  for 
the  possession  of  Blackness  by  Sir  Alexander  ! 


As  already  stated,  this  statement  as  to  his  suc- 
cession to  the  clerkship  is  erroneous.  He  did  not 
succeed  to  it  on  the  death  of  his  cousin  (who  was 
then  only  eighteen  years  old  and  had  no  son),  but 
on  the  resignation,  in  1633,  of  his  uncle  Kingennie, 
who  had  in  1627  succeeded  to  it  on  the  death  of  his 
brother  James,  father  of  (Sir)  Alexander,  who  was 
at  that  time  a  minor.      (See  ante,  pp.  143-44,  201). 


See  as  to  the  loss  of  these  papers  by   Douglas, 
post,  vol.  ii.,  J.W.  8  n. 


The  date  of  his  knighthood  is,  I  think,  wrongly 
given  as  1642  for  1646.     See  ante,  p.  204,  n.  4. 


I  do  not  know  what  the  "  several  writs  "  are,  but 
see  ante,  pp.  204-5. 


This  is  somewhat  incorrectly  quoted.     See  ante, 
p.  206. 
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for  his  encouragement  to  continue  therein, 
his  majesty  ordains  a  letter  of  new  to  be 
made  and  passed,  etc.,  giving,  granting,  etc., 
to  and  in  favours  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  during  all  the  days  of  his 
natural  life,  etc.,  a  yearly  pension  of  £100 
sterling,  etc.,  etc.,  etc." 

This  writ  contains  many  other  clauses 
very  honourable  for  the  family,  and  is  dated 
at  Whitehall,  10th  February  1664. 

He  married  Matilda  Fletcher,  a  daughter 
of  the  family  of  Innerpeffer,  of  whom  the 
Fletchers  of  Sal  ton,  Ballinshoe,  etc.,  are 
descended.  By  her  he  had  five  sons  who 
came  to  maturity,  and  six  daughters, 

1.  John,  his  heir. 

2.  James,   who   carried  on   the  line  of 

this  family,  as  will  be  shown  here- 
after. 

3.  Peter.     4.  George.    5.  Alexander, 

all  married  and  had  issue. 
1st  daughter,  Margaret,  married  to 
Patrick  Kyd  of  Craigie,  2.  Jean, 
married  to  William  Kyd  of  Woodhill, 
brother  to  the  said  Patrick.  3. 
Helen,  married  to  David  Dickson 
of  Hartree.  4.  Grisel,  married  to 
Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Kingennie. 
5.  Cecilia,  married  to  William  Baillie 
of  Littlegill.  6.  Mathilda,  married 
to  James  Brisbane,  Esq.,  advocate. 

Sir  Alexander  died  about  the  year  1673, 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son, 


This  suggestion  of  "  many  other  clauses  honour- 
able for  the  family  "  is,  I  regret  to  say,  a  polite 
gloss.  See  the  original  writ,  ante,  p.  206.  The 
date  of  the  document,  too,  is  12  Feb. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  James  Fletcher,  provost 
of  Dundee  (ante,  pp.  210-11,  n.  1),  from  whom 
the  Innerpeffer  and  other  families  named  may  be 
descended. 

Douglas  s.  the  Balindean  account,  says  "  three 
sons  and  sis  daughters,"  The  fact,  however,  is 
ten  sons  and  sis  daughters.     Ante,  p  211. 

See  ante,  Part  iii.,  chap,  v.,  and  post,  p.  457. 


See  ante,  Part  iii.,  chap.  iii. 


See  as  to  these  daughters,  of  whom  all  escept  the 
eldest  had  issue,  ante,  pp.  212  seqq. 

Helen  m.  secondly  Thomas  Miln   of  Muirtoun, 
ante,  p.  214. 


This  date  is  inaccurate,  it  should  be  1675-76. 


VIII.  John,  who  in  his  father's  life  time 
got  a  charter  under  the  great  seal,  "  Johan. 
Wedderburn  apparenti  de  Blackness,  ter- 
rarum  baron,  de  Blackness  in  vicecom.  de 
Forfar,"  dated  2nd  October  1668  (Chart  in 
■pub.  arch.). 

He  was  bred  a  lawyer,  entered  advocate, 
and  was  clerk  to  the  bills,  by  a  commission 
from  the  lord  register,  Sir  George  Mackenzie 
(lb.  et  in  arch.  fam.). 

He  married,  anno  1667,  Rachel,  daughter 
of  Mr.  David  Dunsmuir,  advocate,  by  — 
Nicolson  his  wife,  sister  of  Sir  Thomas 
Nicolson,  King's  advocate,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  sons  and  four  daughters, 

1.  Alexander,  his  heir. 

2.  David,  who  was  a  major  in  the  British 

army,  and  married  a  niece  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  but  was  killed 
at  the  siege  of  Doway  anno  17 — , 
without  issue. 

The  other  five  sons  died  young. 
1st  daughter,  Margaret,  married  1st,  to 
Mr.  Andrew  Balfour   writer  to  the 
signet,  to  whom  she  had  one  daughter 


In  this  account  Douglas  supposes  his  grandson  to 
have  been  created  a  baronet,  whereas  it  was  he 
(No.  viii.)  who  was  so  created.  Thus  in  the  supple- 
mental account  s.  Balindean  Douglas  adds,  "  He  was 
created  a  baronet  by  Queen  Anne  by  patent  to  him 
and  his  heirs  male  for  ever  dated  at  Windsor  Castle 
9  Aug.  1704." 

See  A.P.S.  55,  but  I  do  not  find  any  commission 
in  arch.  fam.  among  the  Blackness  Papers. 


See  as  to  the  statement  of  this  marriage,  ante, 
p.  235  n.    The  date  of  the  siege  of  Douay  was  1710. 


See  as  to  these  sons,  ante,  pp.  235-36. 


She  had  other  issue,  though  one  daughter,  Mar- 
garet, alone  survived.     Ante,  p.  236. 
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Margaret,  married  to  Dr.  John  Wed- 
derburn,  without  issue,  as  will  be 
mentioned  hereafter.  She  married 
2ndly,  Dr.  William  Eccles,  physician 
in  Edinburgh,  to  whom  she  had  one 
son,  Martin  Eccles,  doctorof  medicine, 
and  oue  daughter,  Rachel,  married  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Kyd,  merchant  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  had  issue. 

2.  Matiida,  married  to  David  Campbell 
of  Kethick,  Esq.,  and  was  mother  to 
Dr.  David  Campbell,  now  Chaplain 
to  Greenwich  Hospital,  etc. 

The  other  two  daughters  died  young. 

He  died  before  1700,  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  eldest  son, 

IX.  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  Black- 
ness, who  married  Elisabeth,  eldest  daughter 
of  Sir  Alexander  Seton  of  Pitmeddeu.  baronet, 
one  of  the  senators  of  the  college  of  Justice, 
by  whom  he  had  one  son, 

John,  afterwards  Sir  John,  his  heir,  and 
a  daughter,  Rachel,  who  is  still  alive. 


He  did  not  long  survive  his  father,  but 
died  before  the  year  1704,  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  only  son. 

X.  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Blackness, 
who  was  by  Queen  Anne  created  a  baronet, 
by  her  royal  patent,  to  him  and  his  heirs 
male  for  ever,  dated  at  Windsor  Castle, 
9th  August  1704  (Diploma  in  cancel,  haeredi- 
bus  masc.idis  in  perpetuum). 

Sir  John's  estate  beinggreatly  encumbered, 
he  sold  it  to  his  cousin  and  heir-male  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  who  succeeded  to  his  honours. 

He  afterwards  went  over  to  Ireland,  where 
he  died  unmarried  anno  1722,  which  ended 
the  male-line  of  John,  eldest  son  of  the  first 
Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness  ;  the  represen- 
tation therefore  devolved  upon  the  issue- 
male  of  James,  the  second  sou,  to  whom  we 
now  return. 

VIII.  James,  second  son  of  Sir  Alexander 
Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  Knight,  anno 
1673,  married  Elisabeth,  daughter  of  Robert 
Davidson,  Esq.,  of  Balgay  in  Angus,  by  whom 
he  had  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 

1.  Alexander,  afterwards  Sir  Alexander 

of  Blackness. 

2.  Doctor  John,  an  eminent  physician 

in  Dundee,  who  acquired  a  consider- 
able estate,  and  married  his  cousin 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Mr.  Andrew 
Balfour,  as  before  observed,  whodying 
without  issue,  anno  1751,  left  his  land 
estate  to  his  grand-nephew,  the  eldest 
son  of  his  nephew  Sir  John,  with 
provisions  to  the  younger  children. 


Part  V. 
Chap.  IV. 


See  ante,  p.  237,  n.  5. 


See  ante.  p.  213,  for  a  pedigree  of  the  Kyds. 


See  ante,  p.  237-38. 


They  were  an  elder  Matilda  (ante,  p.  236),  and 
Jean  (ante,  p.  235). 

This  is  an  error;  he  died  in  1706.  See  ante, 
p.  234). 

Douglas  s.  Seton  of  Pitmedden  (p  184)  refers  to 
Elizabeth  Seton  as  eldest  daughter  of  her  father 
("by  Margaret,  daughter  of  Mr.  William  Lauder,  one 
of  the  clerks  of  Session)  and  wife  of  Sir  Alexander 
Wedderburn  of  Blackness,  one  of  the  principal  clerks 
of  the  bills  " — an  office  he  here  omits  to  mention. 

His  issue  is  incompletely  stated.  He  had  two 
other  sons,  an  elder  John,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Alexauder,  who  survived  him,  but  also  died  young, 
as  well  as  three  other  daughters,  who  all  died 
young.     Aute,  pp.  241-42. 

This  is  an  error,  as  is  the  statement  in  the 
supplemental  account  (s.  Balindean)  that  he  died 
in  1713  ;  he  died  in  1710. 

The  supplemental  account  corrects  the  statement 
as  to  the  baronetcy,  and  describes  his  father  as 
second  and  him  as  third  baronet.  "In  p.  281  (it 
adds)  this  Sir  John  is,  by  mistake,  mentioned  as  if 
he  obtained  the  baronet's  patent  from  Queen  Anne, 
whereas  it  was  his  grandfather,  Sir  John,  No.  viii. 
as  above,  who  obtained  it." 


The  year  of  his  death  is  inaccurately  given ;  it 
should  be  1723.     Ante,  p.  244. 


Second,  i.e.,  second  surviving  son.  He  was  clerk 
of  Dundee  from  1675-76  till  his  death  in  1696.  See 
post,  part  iii,  chap.  v. 

This  is  incompletely  stated  ;  he  had  five  sons  and 
seven  daughters,  of  whom  Douglas  omits  all  mention 
of  both  Robert,  who  married  Margaret  Arnot  and 
had  a  son  James  (ante,  pp.  248-49),  and  of  James, 
who  died  young.    As  to  t.ie  daughters,  see  next  page. 


See  ante,  p.  250. 
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Part  V. 
Chap.  IV. 


1st  daughter,  Margaret,  married  to  John 
Paterson  of  Craigie  in  Perthshire  by 
whom  she  hath  a  son,  James  Paterson 
of  Carpow.  2.  Grisel,  married  to 
Thomas  Watson  of  Grangebarrie  and 
hath  issue.  3.  Matilda,  died  un- 
married. 
This  James  died  in  the  year  1696,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  eldest  son, 

IX.  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn,  who 
purchased  the  estate  of  Blackness  from  his 
cousin  Sir  John,  as  before  observed,  and 
succeeding  to  his  honours  as  heir-male,  anno 
1722,  was  second  baronet  of  Blackness. 

He  married  Katharine,  daughter  of  Mr. 
John  Scot,  merchant  in  Dundee,  by  whom 
he  had  eight  sons  and  nine  daughters,  of 
which  six  only  arrived  to  maturity,  viz., 
three  sons  and  three  daughters. 

1.  Sir  John,  his  heir. 

2.  Robert,  who  marriedlsabellaEdwards, 

heiress  of  the  barony  of  Persie  in 
Angus,  by  whom  he  hath  three  sons, 
John,  Charles,  and  David,  and  three 
daughters. 

3.  Thomas,    who    married    Katharine, 

daughter  of  Robert  Dunbar  of 
Grangehill,  by  whom  he  hath  three 
sons,  Alexander,  John,  and  James, 
and  four  daughters. 
1st  daughter,  Elisabeth,  married  to 
Alexander  Reid  of  Torbeg,  Esq.,  in 
Angus,  and  had  a  numerous  issue. 
1,  Alexander  ;  2,  John,  etc.,  also  a 
daughter,  Miss  Reid,  painter  to  the 
Queen  at  London. 

2.  Grisel,  married  to  James  Graham  of 

Methie,  Esq.,  died  without  issue. 

3.  Catharine,  married  to  David  Scrim- 

geour  of  Birkhill,  Esq.,  to  whom  she 
hath  four  sons,  1,  Alexander;  2,  John; 
3,  David  :  4,  Henry  ;  and  a  daughter, 
Janet. 
Sir  Alexander  died  anno  1741,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  eldest  son, 

X.  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  third  bar- 
onet of  Blackness,  who  married  Jean,  eldest 
daughter  of  John  Fullerton  of  that  ilk,  Esq., 
by  Margaret  Carnegie,  only  sister  german  of 
John  Carnegie,  of  Boysack,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  sons  and  four  daughters. 

1.  Sir  John.  2.  James,  a  physician  of 
great  repute  in  Jamaica.  3.  Peter, 
also  settled  in  Jamaica.  4.  Alex- 
ander ;  5,  David,  who  both  died 
without  succession.  The  other  two 
(sons)  died  in  infancy.  1st  daughter, 
Margaret,  married  to  Richard  Dun- 
das  of  Blair,  Esq.,  and  hath  issue  two 
sons,  Robert  and  John.     2.  Cath- 


See  as  to  these,  ante,  p.  251-53.  The  full  list  in 
correct  order  should  run  :  1,  Mathilda,  died  young. 
2,  Grizel.  3,  Margaret.  4,  Mathilda.  5,  Rachel. 
6,  Elizabeth.     7,  Jean. 


He  succeeded  his  cousin  as   fourth   baronet  in 
1723. 


He  had  eight  sons  aud  only  seven  daughters,  but 
of  these  seven  (not  six)  children  "arrived  to  ma- 
turity," viz.,  those  mentioned  by  Douglas  and  the 
youngest  son  Alexander,  b.  1718,  d.  1790. 


An  error  for  Edward.     Ante,  p.  321. 


This  is  an  error,  which  Douglas  repeats  s.  Dunbar 
of  Grangehill.  Katharine  Dunbar  was  the  daughter 
of  Alexander  (son  of  Robert)  Dunbar  of  Grangehill. 
See  ante,  pp.  353-59. 

There  were  five  daughters  (ante,  pp.  342-43). 

See  ante,  p.  362,  notes  2,  3. 


See  ante,  Part  ii.,  chap.  v.  (p.  175)  and  p.  263. 

Four  other  daughters  died  young. 
He  died  in  1744. 

"  Third  "  is,  of  course,  an  error  for  "  fifth." 


3.  Peter,  who  was  alive  when  this  account  was 
compiled,  died  unmarried  before  10  Aug.  1774. 
David  and  Alexander  also  died  unmarried,  the 
former  about  1762,  the  latter  about  1765.  The 
other  two  sons  were  an  eldest,  Alexander,  and  a 
fourth,  Charles,  who  both  died  young  in  1733.  See 
ante,  pp.  285  seqq. 
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erine.      3.  Susanna.      4 .  Agatha,  Douglas  s.  Smyth,  of   Balharry,  says  that  "  she  Part  V. 

married   to   John    Smith,    writer,   in  dying  soon  thereafter  («.,  after  her  marriage)    he  Chap.  IV. 

T,       ,         ,  ,  „  T'  .-,     ...  married   secondly    Johanna,    daughter   of    Kobert 

Edinburgh,  only  son  of  James  Smith,  Grayj  writer  in  Edinburgh. 

writer  to  the  signet,  only  son  and 
apparent  heir  of  John  Smith  of  Bal- 
harry, Esq. 
Sir  John  died  anno   1746,    and  was  sue-  It  will  be  noticed  that  Douglas  makes  no  allusion 

ceeded  by  his  eldest  son  to  Sir  John's  share  in  the  'i^  or   to  the  circum- 

stances of  his  death. 
XI.     Sir    John    Wedderburn,    who    is  In  the  supplemental'  account  (s.   Ealindean)  this 

fourth    baronet   of  this    family.      He    sue-  k  j££.ed*°  *h"s :~    ..    .           .  ,,  n         ,     , 

....                 ,          ,        rv        t  t.        w    i  XI.  Sir  John  Wedderburn,  sixth  Baronet,  who 

ceeded    his    grand-uncle,    Dr.    John    Wed-  married,  firstl  Lady  Margaret  Ogilvy,  eldest  daughter 

derburn,  in  his  estate  of  Idvies  in  Angus  ;  0f  the  Earl  of  Airly,   by  Margaret,  daughter  of 

but  as  yet  resides  in  Jamaica.  Sir   James  Johnstone  of  Westerhall,  by  whom  he 

Arms,  Argent,  on  a  cheveron  between  three  If*   two    sons,    1,   John;   2,   David;    and   two 

i        i_     i_   j                                   i     c  4.1  daughters,     1,    Margaret  ;    2,    Jane,     Sir    John 

roses,  gules,  barbed  vert,  a  crescent  of  the  mal^ed  secondly  AUcia>  daugllter  of  colonel  James 

first.      Crest,  an  eagle's  head  erased  proper.  Dundas  of  Dundas,  by  Margaret,  daughter  of  Lord 

Motto,  Aquila  non  captat  muscas.  Forbes,  by  whom  he  has  three  sous,  1 .  James  ; 

[The  supplemental  account  gives  the  same  2,  John  ;   3,   Alexander  :    and    four   daughters, 

i  j.    il  j,     „r,  .  1,  Mary;    2,  Susan;    3,    Louisa  Dorothea ;    4, 

arms  and  crest,  but  adds  "  Supporters,  two  Anne." 

griffins,"  and  gives  the  motto  as  "  Non 
Degener."  It  also  adds,  "  Chief  Seat,  Bal- 
indean,  Perthshire."] 

Intermediate  in  date  between  the  compilation  and  publication  of  Douglas'  Baronage 
is  the  thin  folio  MS.  entitled  the  Genealogical  Account  of  Alexander,  Lord  Loughborough, 
which  is  now  among  the  Blackness  Papers  (Bl.  83).  This  document  appears  to  have  been 
compiled  upon  the  elevation  of  Wedderburn  to  the  peerage  in  1780,  and  as  its  object  is  to 
trace  only  his  descent,  it  does  not  deal  with  the  senior  lines  of  Kingennie  and  Blackness.  Its 
chief  value  lies  in  its  frequent  references  to  the  Pitfirrane  charter  chest  as  containing  docu- 
ments, from  the  time  of  old  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford  onwards,  some  of  which  it  quotes 
at  length.  These  are  all  enumerated  in  the  second  volume  of  this  work  (vol.  ii.,  pp.  109-10), 
and  where  quoted  in  the  MS.,  have  also  been  quoted  in  this  volume  under  the  accounts  of 
the  persons  to  whom  they  relate.  I  do  not,  therefore,  intend  to  reprint  here  the  whole  of 
this  MS.,  but  only  such  portions  of  it  as  may  serve  to  put  the  reader  in  possession  of  the 
rest  of  its  contents. 

Genealogical  account  of  the  descent  of  the  right  honble.  Alexander,  Lord  Loughborough^ 

The  Sirname  of  Wedderburn  is  local,  and  was  first  assumed  by  the  Lords  of  Proprietors  of  the  Barony 
of  Wedderburn  in  the  County  of  Berwick  when  Sirnames  became  hereditary  in  Scotland  in  the  reign  of 
King  Malcolm  the  third,  who  was  contemporary  with  William  the  Conqueror. 

Walter  de  Wedderburn  is  one  of  the  great  Barons  of  Scotland  who  swore  fealty  to  King  Edward 
the  1st  of  England  for  the  Lands  he  possessed  in  the  County  of  Berwick,  as  in  Frynne's  Ragman's  Roll 
ad  anno  (sic)  1296.'' 

The  direct  male  line  of  the  Barons  of  Wedderburn  having  terminated  in  an  heiress,  in  the  reign  of 
King  Kobert  the  3d,  married  to  a  younger  son  of  the  noble  Family  of  Home,  that  Barony  has  been  in  the 
possession  of  their  descendants  from  that  period  till  the  present. 

Several  collateral  descendants  of  this  ancient  Family  were  Proprietors  of  Lands  in  the  County  of 
Berwick.  Willielmus  de  Wedderburn  obtained  a  Charter  under  the  great  Seal  of  King  James  the  1st  of 
the  Lands  adjoining  to  the  Barony  of  Blackadder  dated  the  20th  of  Jans'  1425.  He  is  also  mentioned  in 
another  Royal  Charter  of  the  same  King  dated  the  12th  of  May  that  year,  together  with  Sir  Thomas  Hay 
of  Yester,  Sir  Archibald  Douglas  of  Cavers,  Sherriff  of  Tweedale,  and  others.  Another  Gulielmus  de 
Wedderburn,  a  man  of  considerable  property,  was  administrator  to  his  kinsman,  Sir  John  S  win  ton,  during 
his  minority. 

The  immediate  Ancestor  of  this  Family  was 

I.  James  Wedderburn,  Esquire,  descended  in  the  male  line  of  the  ancient  Barons  of  Wedderburn. 
He  acquired  considerable  property  in  the  County  of  Forfar  where  he  resided.     He  had  issue  two  sons, 

1.  David,  who  is  mentioned  in  a  Charter  of  confirmation  under  the  great  Seal  of  a  Donation  ad 
sustentationem  Capellani  in  Ecclesia  de  Dundee,     He  died  without  issue. 

1  The  early  part  of  this  account  is  so  similar  to  that  given  by  Douglas  that  it  would  appear  that  both  were 

taken  from  a  common  draft  account.     I  do  not,  therefore,  repeat  the  criticism  of  its  errors,  which 
has  been  already  given  in  regard  to  Douglas'  account. 

2  The  account  cites  Win.  Pyunes  History  uf  K.  John,  Henry  3rd  and  Edward  1st,  Vol.  3rd. 
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Part  V.  II.  2d  James,  second  son,  succeeded  his  Father.     He  married  Janet,  daughter  and  heiress  of  David 

Chap.  IV.  Forrester  of  Nevey,  Esquire,  with  whom  he  acquired  a  considerable  addition  to  his  Fortune.     With  this 
lady  he  had  one  son,  who  succeeded  him, 

III.  John  Wedderburn  of  Tofts,  Esquire,  who  got  a  Charter  under  the  great  seal  of  King  James 
the  5th  of  lands  in  the  Barony  of  Tullochill  and  County  of  Forfar  dated  the  20th  of  June  1S27. 

He  also  obtained  a  part  of  the  Lordship  of  Dudhope  which  was  confirmed  to  him  by  another  Royal 
Charter  from  the  same  King  dated  the  31st  of  August  1533. 
He  left  issue  two  sons,  viz  : 

1.  David,  his  heir. 

2.  John,  who  was  bred  to  the  Church  and  was  Vicar  of  Dundee.1  He  was  a  Gentleman  of  fine  accom- 
plishments and  much  in  favour  with  King  James  the  5th. 

I V.  David  Wedderburn  of  Tofts,  Esquire,  succeeded  his  father  John.  He  obtained  the  Lands  of 
Hiltoun  of  Craigie  in  the  county  of  Forfar  by  a  Charter  under  the  great  Seal  dated  the  9th  of  October 
1535.  Also  the  Mains  of  Huntly  in  the  County  of  Perth  by  another  ltoyal  Charter  under  the  great  Seal 
of  Queen  Mary  dated  the  8th  of  October  1552. 

He  married  Helen  Lawson  of  the  Family  of  Boghall  by  whom  he  had  two  sons, 

1.  Alexander,  his  heir. 

2.  James  who  was  bred  to  the  church  and  of  whom  Bishop  Keith  gives  the  following  account.2  .  ,  . 
Anthony  Wood  (Fast  Oxon.,  ii. ,  736)  says  that  he  "spent  sometime  in  Oxon  for  the  sake  of  the  Publick 
Library."  It  may  be  proper  to  observe  here  that  the  excommunication  of  this  worthy  prelate  above 
mentioned  was  the  effect  of  the  fanatical  zeal  of  the  Presbyterian  Coveuauters,  who  suppressed  the  whole 
hierarchy  of  Scotland  at  once. 

David  of  Tofts  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son. 

V.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  who  acquired  the  Barony  of  Kingenuie,  by  which  he  and  his 
descendants  were  for  a  long  time  afterwards  designed.  He  was  a  person  of  great  learning  and  other 
endowments,  and  was  well  known  at  the  court  of  King  James  the  6th  of  Scotland  with  whom  he  was  in 
great  favour.  He  accompanied  his  Majesty  to  England  in  the  year  1603  and  when  he  was  taking  leave 
to  return  homeward  the  King  took  a  Diamond  Ring  from  his  finger  which  he  presented  to  him  as  a  token 
of  friendship.  It  has  been  handed  down  with  the  property  of  the  Estate  and  is  now  in  the  Possession  of 
Alexander  Scry mgeour- Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn,  Esquire.  He  was  appointed  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  Scotland  for  a  treaty  of  Union  with  England,  which  did  not  take  effect  at 
that  time. 

He  married  Helen  Ramsay  daughter  of  the  Baron  of  Brackmonth  in  the  County  of  Fife  descended 
from  the  Family  of  Dalhousie  by  whom  he  had  three  sons  and  three  daughters, 

1.  Alexander  his  Heir  whose  male  line  failed  in  the  person  of  his  grandson's  grandson,  David 
Wedderburn,  sixth3  Baron  of  Kingennie,  who  died  unmarried  in  the  Year  1761  and  was  succeeded  in  his 
fortune  by  his  sister,  Grizzle,  the  heir  of  line  of  the  Barons  of  Kingennie,  who  at  her  death  left  her  fortune 
to  Alexander  Scrymgeour  of  Birkhill,  Esquire,  who  upon  this  succession  took  the  name  of  Wedderburn. 

2.  James  of  whom  afterwards. 

3.  John  who  was  bred  to  the  study  of  Physic  arjd  became  very  eminent  in  his  Profession. 

I  now  return  to  Douglas,  and  reprint  his  account  of  the  Gosford  branch  : — 
AVeddeeburn  op  Gosford  (pp.  282-84). 


The  immediate  ancestor  of  this  family  was 

James  Wedderburn,   Esq.,  progenitor  This  statement  is  founded   on   the  earlier  and 

of  the  Wedderburns  of  Blackness,  the  sixth      erroneous  part  of  Douglas'  main  account      As  a 
»  ,  i     ,  .   r       -l      •        j-  matter   of    fact   James    ancestry   is  not   certainly 

generation  of  that  ancient  family  in  a  direct      ascertained  {or  more  than  four  ge'aeratious  back, 
male-line. 

He    flourished    in    the    reign    of    King 
James  VI.  and  left  issue  two  sons, 

1 .    Sir     Alexander     Wedderburn     of  l  1,ave  already  noted  (ante,  p.  454)  that  James 


r>,      i  c       \  ti       ,    „        *■    o-         had  three  sons,  of  the  second  of   whom,  William, 

Blackness,  of  whom  the  present  Sir      D      ,as  makes'uo  mentiom 

John  is  lineally  descended,  as  deduced 

under  that  title. 

2.  Peter,  afterwards  Sir  Peter  of  Gosford. 

I.  This  Peter  was  a  man  of  parts  and 
learning,  was  bred  to  the  law.     He  was  much 
in  favour  with  his  uncle  Dr.  John  Wedder- 
burn, physician  to  King  Charles  I.,  who  left         This  !s  an  errnr'    As  st^ed  abOTe  (p-  454),  Sir 
him  the  estate  of  Gosford,  which  continued      Peter  bouSht  Gosford  in  his  uacle's  life' 
ever  after  to  be  the  chief  title  of  his  family. 

He  was  a  steady  loyalist,  and  had  the 

1  This  is  an  error  due  to  Pitscottie  ;  it  was  Robert  Wedderburn,  who  was  Vicar  of  Duudee.     See  ante,  p.  1 5. 
3  I  omit  this  here  :  as  it  adds  nothing,  except  a  suggestion  that  the  bishop  may  have  also  studied  at 

Cambridge,  to  what  is  stated,  ante,  pp.  29  seqq. 
3  He  was  really  seventh  baron,  having  succeeded,  not  his  father,  but  his  brother  Peter,  who  died  young. 
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honour  of  knighthood  conferred  upon  him 
by  King  Charles  II.  immediately  after  the 
restoration,  which  appears  by  a  charter  under 
the  great  seal,  "  Domino  Petro  Wedderburn 
de  Gosford,  militi,  terrarum  de  Loch-hills," 
etc.,  in  the  shires  of  Edinburgh  and  Had- 
dington, dated  4th  June  1662  (Chart  in 
pub.  arch.). 

He  married  Agnes, daughter  of  —  Dickson 
of  Hartree,  and  got  another  charter  from 
King  Charles  II.,  "  To  him  and  Agnes 
Dickson  his  spouse,  of  the  lands  and  barony 
of  Gosford  in  the  shires  of  Edinburgh  and 
Haddington,"  dated  7th  September  1663 
(ib. ).     By  her  he  had  three  sons, 

1.  John,  who  died  before  his  father,  with- 

out issue. 

2.  Sir  Peter,  who  became  hisfather'sheir. 

3.  Alexander,  a  man  of  parts  and  merit. 

He  was  appointed  one  of  the  com- 
missioners of  excise  for  Scotland, 
which  office  he  enjoyed  as  long  as  he 
lived,  and  by  Mary  Daes,  his  wife, 
he  had  several  children, 

1.  Peter  Wedderburn,  Esq., 
who,  being  bred  to  the  law,  and  a  man 
of  integrity  and  knowledge,  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  senators  of  the 
college  of  Justice,  under  the  title  of 
Lord  Chesterhall  in  1755,  and  by 
Janet  Ogilvy,  his  wife,  he  had  two 
sons  and  one  daughter, 

1.  Alexander,  an  eminent  coun- 
sellor at  Law  in  London. 

2.  David,  a  Colonel  in  the  Army. 
His  daughter,  Janet,  married  to 

Sir  Harry  Erskine  of  Alva,  baronet, 
to  whom  she  had  two  sons,  Sir  James 
and  — . 

Sir  Peter  of  Gosford,  on  account  of  his 
knowledge  and  merit,  was  appointed  one  of 
•  the  senators  of  the  college  of  Justice,  17th 
of  June  1668,  and  got  a  charter  under  the 
great  seal,  containing  an  entail,  viz.,  "Domino 
Petro  Wedderburn  de  Gosford,  uni  senatorum 
collegii  justiciae,  et  Johanni  Wedderburn 
ejus  filio  natu  maximo,  et  haeredibusmasculis 
ex  ejus  corpore  ;  quibus  deficien.  Petro 
Wedderburn  filio  secundo  genito  et  haere- 
dibus  masculis,  etc.,  quibus  deficien  ;  Alex. 
Wedderburn  filio  tertio  genito,  etc.,  decim- 
arum,  rectoriarum,  et  vicariarum  ecclesiae 
de  Innervvick,"  etc.,  in  the  shires  of  Edin- 
burgh and  Haddington,  dated  25th  February 
1670  (ib. ).  Also  a  charter  to  the  same  series 
of  heirs  of  the  lands  aud  barony  of  Thom- 
toun  united,  dated  11th  July  the  same  year 
1670  (ib.).  And  another  charter,  in  which 
his  said  three  sons  are  again  named,  of  the 
lands  and  barony  of  Innerwick,  etc.,  in  the 


Part  v. 
Cnap.  IV. 


See  vol.  ii.,  p.  370  (G.S.R.  117  n),  where 
pointed  out  that  the  year  should  be  1663. 


it  is 


He  was,  in  fact,  thrice  married,  although  his  first 
and  third  marriages  have  escaped  notice.  By  his 
first  wife,  Christian  Gibson,  he  had  a  son  James, 
who  died  young.     See  ante,  p.  369. 

See  G.S.R.  118. 


This  is  inaccurate  He  had  five  sons,  of  whom 
the  two  youngest,  James  and  George,  died  young, 
and  four  daughters  (see  below).  The  account  of  his 
eldest  surviving  son,  John,  is  absurdly  meagre.  See 
ante,  pp.  370-74. 


He  had,  in  fact,  three  sons,  Peter,  Alexander,  and 
James,  of  whom  the  two  last  died  unm,  and  four 
daughters  (ante,  pp.  396-97),  as  to  two  of  whom 
see  Douglas,  s.  Sinclair  of  Roslin.  where  James, 
third  son  of  James  Sinclair  of  Koslin,  is  named  as 
having  married  a  daughter  of  Commissioner  Wed- 
derburn, and  had  issue  ;  and  s.  Ckeape  of  Rossie, 
where  "  George,  fifth  son  of  Harry  Cheape,  is  named 
as  having  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  Esq.,  one  of  the  commissioners  of 
excise,  and  grandfather  of  the  Lord  Loughborough, 
the  present  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain, 
by  whom  he  had  six  sons  and  a  daughter  "  (an  error 
for  two  daughters). 


The  name  of  the  second  son  was  John,  and  there 
was  also  a  daughter.     See  ante,  p.  406,  n.  4. 


See  G.S.R.  123.     The  charter  was  written  to  the 
Great  Seal  July  1. 


See  G.S.R.  124. 


See  G.S.R.  125. 
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shires  of  Edinburgh  and  Haddington,  13th 
of  January  1671  (ib.). 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  surviving 
son, 

II.  Sir  Peter  Wedderburn  of  Gosford 
born  anno  1660,  was  a  well  accomplished 
gentleman,  and  often  a  member  of  the  Scots' 
Parliament  before  the  anion. 

He  was  created  a  baronet  by  King- 
Charles  II.,  and  married  Dame  Janet  Halket, 
heiress  of  Pitfirran,  and,  by  the  deeds  of 
settlement  of  that  estate,  was  obliged  to 
carry  the  name  and  arms  of  Halket  of 
Pitfirran. 

By  her  he  had  a  numerous  issue, 

1.  Sir  Peter,  who  succeeded  him  in  the 

estate  of  Pitfirran  and  his  baronet- 
ship,  etc.,  as  in  the  next  title. 

[Sir  Peter  Halket  of  Pitfirran, 
baronet,  a  man  of  great  honour  and 
merit,  who,  betaking  himself  to  a 
military  life,  rose  to  the  rank  of  a 
colonel  in  the  army,  and  had  the 
command  of  the  44th  regiment  of 
foot  in  His  Majesty's  service. 

He  went  with  the  British  troops  to 
America,  anno  1754,  where,  upon 
every  occasion,  he  acquitted  himself 
with  the  utmost  magnanimity  and 
(sic)  conduct,  and  at  last  lost  his  life 
in  the  service  of  his  King  and  country 
in  an  action  near  the  river  Monoga- 
bela  9  July  1755. 

By  Lady  Emilia  Stewart,  his 
spouse,  daughter  of  Francis,  Earl  of 
Murray,  he  left  issue  three  sons, 

1.  Peter,  now  Sir  Peter. 

2.  Francis,  a  youth  of  great  hopes 
and  spirit.  He  also  went  into 
the  army,  served  with  great 
reputation,  and  rose  to  the  rank 
of  a  major.  He  died  in  the  flower 
of  his  age,  unmarried,  univers- 
ally regretted. 

3.  James,  also  a  youth  of  a  noble 
spirit.     He  died  unmarried.] 

2.  Charles,  who  carried  on  the  line  of 

this  family. 

3.  Alexander  Wedderburn  of  St.  Ger- 

mains,  Esq.,  who  married  Elisabeth, 
daughter  of  James  Haliburton  of 
Pitcur,  Esq.;  without  issue. 

4.  Robert   Wedderburn,     Esq.,    who 

married  Rachel,  daughter  of  John 
Thomson  of  Charleton,  and  had  issue. 
1st  daughter,  Christian  married  to  James 
Carstairs  of  Kilconquhar,  afterwards 
James  Bruce  of  Kinross,  Esq.,  to 
whom  she  had  a  numerous  issue. 


See  ante,  pp.  374 
1705-8. 


He  sat  for  Dunfermline, 


Douglas,  s.  Halket  of  Pitfirran,  describes  her  as 
"eldest  daughter  of  Sir  Charles  Halket  of  Pit- 
firran "  and  "  served  and  retoured  heir  to  Sir  James 
Halket  of  Pitfirran,  her  brother  german,  31  July 
1705."  In  the  same  article  her  "  numerous  issue  " 
is  stated  to  have  been  four  sons  and  three  daughters 
"  and  her  husband  to  have  died  at  an  advanced  age 
in  1746."  As  a  matter  of  fact  she  had  seven  sons 
and  five  daughters,  of  whom  two,  both  of  them 
named  James,  and  three  others,  John,  Elizabeth, 
and  Mary,  are  here  omitted.    See  ante.  pp.  376  seqq. 


This  account  is  here  inserted  from  Douglas,  s. 
Halket  of  Pitfirran. 


See  ante,  pp.  379-80. 


An  MS.  note  in  the  Inner  Temple  Library  copy 
of  Douglas  says  that  "she  died  27  June  1781." 


See  ante,  p.  381. 


See  ibid. 

See  post,  p.  463  (No.  III.). 

The  words  "  without  issue  "  refer  to  his  being 
alive  s.  p.  when  this  account  was  written.  He  died 
s. p.  in  1770.   See  ante,  p.  377. 


His  issue  was  three  daughters,  of  whom  one,  Janet, 
married  and  had  issue.     See  ante,  pp.  377-78. 

The  order  of  these  daughters  is  wrongly  given. 
It  should  be  Jauet,  Agnes  (not  Anne),  Christian  ; 
and  two  younger  ones,  Elizabeth  and  Mary,  should 
be  added. 
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2.  Janet,  married  to  Robert  Colville  of 

— ,  and  had  issue  two  sons,  Peter 
and  John.  Peter  married  Isabel, 
daughter  of  Mr.  —  Aiton,  lord  pro- 
vost of  Glasgow,  and  hath  issue. 

3.  Anne,  died  unmarried. 

Sir  Peter  died  anno  1746,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  estate  of  Gosford  by  his  son, 

III.  Charles  Wedderburn  of  Gosford, 
Esq.,  a  man  of  great  honour  and  integrity,  he 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Ward- 
law  of  Pitreavie,  Bart.,  by  whom  he  had  four 
sons  and  three  daughters, 


1.  John,  his  heir. 

2.  Henry,  married  first  an  English  lady, 

by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Mary. 
He  married  2dly,  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
Belsches  of  Innermay. 

3.  James,  an  officer  in  the  Army. 

4.  Charles,  died  unmarried. 

1st  daughter,  Elisabeth,  died  unmarried. 

2.  Janet,   married   to   John  Erskine  of 

Balgonie,  Esq. 

3.  Mary,    married   to    Captain   Charles 

Stewart,  to   whom    she   hath  three 
sons  and  one  daughter. 
Charles  died    anno  1755,  and   was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  eldest  son, 

IV.  John  'Wedderburn,  now  of  Gosford, 
Esq.,  who  married,  1st  Elisabeth,  daughter 
of  Andrew  Fletcher  of  Salton,  Esq.,  Lord 
Justice  Clerk,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter, 

Elisabeth. 

He  married  2dly,  Mary,  daughter  of  the 
Honourable  John  Hamilton,  Esq.,  uncle  to 
the  present  Earl  of  Haddington,  by  whom 
he  hath  three  sons  and  two  daughters, 

1,   Charles;  2,  Peter;  3,  John. 

1st  daughter,  Margaret ;  2,  Mary. 

V.  Charles,  eldest  son  and  apparent  heir 
of  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  Esq. 

Arms,  Ermine,  a  cheveron  between  three 
roses  ;  gules,  barbed  vert,  within  a  border 
azure.  Crest,  an  eagle's  head  erased  proper. 
Motto,  Illaeso  lumine  solem.  Chief  seat,  at 
Gosford  in  East  Lothian. 


See  ante,  p.  378,  n.  3.  Her  husband  was,  I  think,  Part  V. 
Robert  Ayton  or  Colvile  of  Ochiltree,  heir  of  line  Chap.  IV. 
of  the  third  Lord  Colvile  of  Ochiltree  (d.  1728),  and 
grandson  of  Sir  John  Ayton  and  Margaret,  daughter 
of  the  second  Lord  Colvile  (see  G.E.C.'s  Complete 
Peerage,  s.  Colvile).  I  am  not  sure  if  the  marriage 
of  Peter  Colvile  and  Isabel  Aiton  is  correctly  stated, 
but  in  any  case  Robert's  line  failed,  as  ultimately 
the  grand-daughter  of  his  younger  brother.  Andrew, 
succeeded  to  the  estates.     See  ante,  p.  307. 


Again  an  inaccurate  statement.  He  had  five  sons 
and  five  daughters.  The  children  omitted  are  Peter, 
Charlotte,  and  Ann,  who  all  died  unmarried. 

He  married  thrice.    1,  Alice ,  whose  surname 

is  not  ascertained  ;  2,  Mary  Belsches  ;  and  3,  Alice 
Tetley.     See  ante,  pp.  383-86. 


See  ante,  pp.  382-83. 


She  died  s.p. 


Douglas  s.  Bruce  of  Blairhall  given  their  names  as 
John,  Charles,  Henry,  and  Mary. 


See  ante,  pp.  386  seqq. 


She  married  the  Marquis  de  Lally  Tollendal  and 
had  issue.     See  ante,  p.  388. 


He  had  other  issue  by  his  second  marriage,  born 
1769-77,  after  the  compilation  of  this  account,  viz  : 
Henry,  Alexander,  aud  Thomas  ;  Janet,  Amelia, 
Katherine,  Sholto  Charlotte,  and  Helen.  See  aute, 
pp.  388-89. 


The  next  attempts  at  family  history  are  the  two  pedigrees  recorded  at  the  Heralds' 
College  in  1799  and  LS03  by  John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden  and  Sir  David  AVedder- 
burn,  both  of  which  will  be  found  in  vol.  ii.  Of  these,  the  first  (H.C.R.  iii.)  was  probably 
by  way  of  completing  the  lately  issued  account  in  Douglas,  in  which  there  is  only  the 
briefest  mention  of  this  branch  of  the  family.  That  the  record  should  have  been 
made  is  noteworthy,  as  shewing  that  John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden  shared  the 
interest  taken  in  such  matters  by  both  his  father  and  his  second  son.  The  other  pedigree 
(H.C.R.  ii.)  was  recorded,  in  accordance  with  law,  by  Sir  David  Wedderburn  on  his  creation 
as  a  baronet  of  Great  Britain,  in  1803.  Both  records  contain  several  errors  of  date,  which 
have  been  noted  in  vol.  ii.  of  this  work  (pp-  527,  529). 

In  1819  appeared  a  small  volume,  of  about  forty  pages,  entitled,  A  Genealogical 
Account  of  the  Wedderburn  Family,  by  James  AVedderburn  AVebster,  Esq.  Virtus  Sola 
Nobilitas.     Printed  at  the  Author's  private  press  in  Nantes,  1819."     It  is  prefaced  by  a 
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Part  v,  dedicatory  letter  "  To  Sir  David  Wedderburn,  Bart.,  of  Ballandean,"  in  which  the  author 
Chap.  iv.  fears  "  that  his  materials  have  enabled  him  to  accomplish  very  imperfectly  "  the  task  he  had 
undertaken.  A  few  remarks  on  the  "  affected  fashion  to  ridicule  family  pretensions  "  are 
balanced  by  some  moralizing  on  the  integrity  of  his  forefathers  as  a  basis  of  just  pride. 
The  statement  as  to  the  absence  of  material  is  certainly  justified,  for  the  volume  contains 
no  indication  of  any  original  or  critical  inquiry  as  to  the  early  history  of  the  family.  The 
work  is  practically  little  more  than  an  edition  of  the  different  accounts  given  in  Douglas' 
Baronage,  consolidated  into  one  consecutive  account.  Except  so  far  as  this  editing  involves 
the  occasional  alteration  or  omission  of  a  sentence,  the  reprint  is  verbatim,  and  no 
authorities  are  quoted  beyond  those  given  by  Douglas,  and  no  original  corrections  made  of 
Douglas'  errors.  The  new  matter  in  this  volume  consists  of  one  or  two  editorial  remarks 
of  no  value,1  of  a  few  lines  on  the  career  of  Lord  Loughborough,  of  whom,  borrowing  the 
old  description  of  Sir  John  of  Gosford,  he  says  that  he  found  ''  the  Scotch  bar  too  narrow 
a  field  for  his  great  abilities  "  ;  and  of  three  or  four  pages  in  which  Douglas'  account  is 
brought  up  to  date.  Even  the  added  matter  does  not  appear  to  be  accurate,  as  in  the 
account  of  his  own  grandfather,  Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  he  describes  him  as 
having  "  married  secondly  Miss  Webster,  sister  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Webster  of  Bath,  and  of 
James  Webster  of  Clapham  in  Surrey,  Esq.,  an  eminent  West  India  merchant  in  London," 
which  is,  of  course,  altogether  wrong,  for  Pearsie  married  but  once  and  his  wife  survived 
him.  It  was,  as  I  have  shown  elsewhere  (ante,  p.  322,  note  5),  her  mother  who  married 
secondly  the  father  of  Dr.  Webster,  and  so  connected  that  family  with  that  of  her 
daughter's  husband.2 

I  pass,  with  more  interest,  to  another  small  volume,  the  printed  memoir  of  J.W.,  so 
often  referred  to  in  these  volumes.  Here,  at  least,  often  as  I  have  had  to  criticize  it,  was 
a  work  dealing  with  new  evidence,  and  an  attempt  to  throw  fresh  light  on  the  matter  in 
hand.  The  title  of  the  book  is  not  happy,  but  allowance  must  be  made  for  the 
romanticism  of  the  time.  "A  Genealogical  Account  of  the  Honourable  and  Equestrian 
surname  of  Wedderburn,  by  John  Wedderburn.  London:  Printed  by  B.  McMillan,  Bow  Street, 
Covent  Garden.  Printer  in  Ordinary  to  His  Majesty  1824,"  is  a  thin  8vo.  of  127  pages,3  and 
consists  of  ten  chapters  or  sections  dealing  with  the  different  branches  of  the  family.4 

1  Thus,  after  quoting  Douglas'  opening  remarks,  "  The  surname  of  Wedderburn  is  local  ...  in  possession 

of  the  Homes  ever  since  "  (ante,  p.  450),  the  author  thinks  it  worth  while  to  add  "  Tho'  the  genealogy 
of  the  Homes  in  Debrett's  Peerage  makes  no  mention  of  this,  yet  the  fact  is  better  confirmed  by  the 
lands  in  question  being  still  in  possession  of  a  branch  of  the  family.  The  estate  still  retains  the 
name  of  Wedderburn  and  has  been  considerably  enlarged  and  improved  by  the  present  proprietor, 
Mr.  Home."  So  again  the  followiug  editorial  remark  is  added  to  the  reprint  of  Douglas'  account 
of  the  Gosford  branch.  '"Thus  much  froni  Debrett's  British  Peerage  and  Nisbet's  Baronage  of 
Scotland,  of  that  branch  of  the  Wedderburns  from  which  Lord  Chancellor  R<  sslyu  and  Sir  Peter 
Wedderburn-Halket  are  descended,  but  it  does  not  appear  who  is  the  immediate  representative  of 
the  former,  since  his  lordship's  title  descended  in  the  female  line  to  his  nephew,  the  present  earl, 
to  whom  the  estate  of  Gosford  now  belongs."  This  is  a  curious  note,  for  the  male  heir  of  Lord 
Loughborough,  though  distant,  was  easily  traceable,  and  the  estate  of  Gosford  not  only  never 
belouged  either  to  his  successor  or  to  any  member  of  his  branch  of  the  family,  but  had  in  1819 
long  ceased  to  be  a  Wedderburn  property,  having  been  sold  by  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  Henry 
Wedderburn  of  Gosford  in  1778. 

2  So  again  he  gives  the  name  of  the  wife  of  John  Wedderburn  of  Spring  Garden  as  "Miss  Wisdom, 

daughter  of  J.  Wisdom  of  Jamaica,"  and  briefly  describes  the  marriage  of  James  Wedderburn  of 
Inveresk  as  being  to  "  Miss  Colvile,  daughter  and  heiress  of  .  .  ."  The  date  of  the  death  of  Sir  John, 
the  fifth  baronet,  is  given  as  1745  for  1746,  and  the  old  fiction  of  the  forfeiture  of  Blackness  in  the 
'45  is  accepted.  The  place  of  James  Wedderburn's  (ante.  p.  2941  death  is  also  stated  as  Toulouse 
for  Tarbes,  and  many  names  are  mis-spelt,  e.g.,  Awkland,  Wellyn  (for  Wellings),  Sterling  of  Kippeu- 
deary,  Pinckie,  etc. 

At  the  close  of  the  book  is  a  note  to  the  effect  that  ''  the  patents  of  the  creation  to  the  honours 
of  the  marquisate  of  Annaudale  extending  them  not  only  to  the  heirs  male  of  the  body,  but  the 
heirs  general  of  the  family,  it  is  doubtful  whether  Sir  David  Wedderburn  is  not  the  chief  represen- 
tative in  the  female  line  of  the  last  marquis"  in  right  of  his  maternal  grandmother,  who  was  eldest 
daughter  of  Sir  James  Johnstone  of  Westerhall,  Bart. 

B  It  is  prefaced  by  the  following  dedication,  dated  London,  July  1824: — "To  Henry  Wedderburn,  of 
Wedderburn  and  Birkhill,  in  the  counties  of  Angus  and  Fife.  Heritable  Koyal  Standard  Bearer  for 
Scotland,  this  memoir  is  iucribed  by  his  affectionate  cousin  and  servant,  the  Author." 

4  These  are  headed  :— 1,  Wedderburn  ;  2.  Pittormie  ;  3,  Blackness  ;  4,  Gosford  and  Pitfirran  ;  5,  Rosslyn  ; 
6,  Peter  Wedderburn  of  Dundee  and  his  descendants  ;  7,  Pearsie  ;  8,  Thomas  Wedderburn  of  Cantra. 
and  his  descendants  ;  9,  James  Wedderburn-Colvile  at  Inviresk  and  his  descendants  ;  and  10, 
Armorial  Bearings  and  descent  of  the  several  families  allied  to  the  surname  of  Wedderburn.  It  is 
illustrated  with  various  copper-plate  engravings  of  arms,  etc.,  all  of  which  are  reproduced  in  the 
chapter  on  the  family  arms  in  this  book.  The  1745-46  ring,  also  given  in  the  memoir,  will  be  found 
ante,  p.  284. 
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Generally  speaking,  the  fault  of  the  memoir  is  due  to  the  ready  acceptance  of  the  Part  v. 
statements  in  Douglas'  Baronage,  and  to  an  assumption  that  the  name  of  Wedderburn  was  Chap.  IV. 
so  rare  that  anyone  bearing  it  might  safely,  and  without  evidence,  be  tacked  on  to  the 
Forfarshire  house,  or  identified  with  some  contemporary  member  of  it  bearing  the  same 
Christian  name.  But  as  against  this  and  many  consequent  errors,  we  find  some 
examination  of  the  documents  in  the  Wedderburn  charter  chest,  of  family  monuments, 
and  of  references  to  the  name  in  Scottish  histories,  etc.,  and  when  we  come  down  to  modern 
times  the  main  facts  are,  as  a  rule,  fully  and  accurately  given. 

The  first  section  opens  with  a  statement  that  "  it  is  entirely  a  matter  of  conjecture 
at  what  period  the  Lords  or  proprietors  of  the  Barony  of  Wedderburn,  in  Berwickshire 
assumed  that  local  surname,"  after  which  we  have,  of  course,  the  mention  of  Walter  de 
Wedderburn  in  the  Ragman  Roll,  with  a  quotation  from  that  document,  the  supposed 
marriage  of  Alice  of  Wedderburn  with  Sir  David  Home  of  Thurston,  circa  1390,  and  the 
references  to  William  Wedderburn  in  1425.  Then,  in  the  manner  of  Douglas,  we  are 
informed  that,  "  previous  to  this  time,  however,  the  collateral  male  branch  of  the  family 
had  removed  to  Angus,  and  was  acquiring  considerable  property  there  in  the  reign  of 
James  II.,"  and  are  thus  introduced  to  James  Wedderburn,  designed,  when  or  where  is  not 
stated,  "merchant  burgess  of  Dundee,"  and  father  of  two  sons,  viz. :— 1,  James,  who  m. 
Janet,  daughter  of  David  Forrester  of  Nevay  ;  and,  2,  David,  described  as  living  in  1464, 
and  named  in  a  charter  of  19  Feb.  1489,  from  whom  it  is  suggested  that  the  Pittormie 
branch  may  be  descended.1 

Douglas'  account  is  then  further  followed,  James  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Forrester 
being  said  to  have  had  one  son,  John  of  Tofts,  town  clerk  of  Dundee,  named  in  charters  of 
1527  and  1535,  and  a  hero  of  the  archery  contest  between  England  and  Scotland  in 
1528-29.  He  again  is  credited  with  two  sons,  the  younger  being  James  or  John,  a  colonel 
in  foreign  service  in  1571,  and  the  elder  David  of  Tofts,  also  town  clerk  of  Dundee, 
named  in  charters  of  1535  and  1552,  who  married  Helen  Lawson  of  Humbie  and  died  in 
1590,  leaving  issue  three  sons,  Alexander  of  Tofts  and  Kingennie  ;  James,  Bishop  of  Dun- 
blane ;  John,  professor  in  Padua  and  physician  in  Moravia,  and  (adds  J.W.)  Margaret, 
who  married  Peter  Clayhills. 

We  have  seen  how  altogether  erroneous  this  account  is.  There  is  nothing  to  show 
that  any  John  or  David  Wedderburn  was  ever  clerk  of  Dundee,  and  from  1556  on  the 
holders  of  the  office  are  definitely  known.  There  is  no  such  place  as  Tofts.  James 
Wedderburn  and  Janet  Forrester  had  more  than  one  son.  Their  sou  John  was  indeed  the 
grandfather  of  the  Bishop  of  Dunblane  and  the  Moravian  physician,  but  these  were  the 
children  of  John  Wedderburn  and  Margaret  Lindsay,  and  not  of  David  Wedderburn  (and 
Helen  Lawson),  whose  parentage  is  altogether  different  from  that  assumed  by  Douglas  and 
J.W.  Nor  were  Alexander  of  Kingennie  or  Margaret,  who  married  Peter  Clayhills,  the 
children  of  David  Wedderburn,  or  of  the  same  parents  as  the  bishop  or  the  doctor,  They 
were,  indeed,  brother  and  sister,  but  their  parents  were  Alexander  Wedderburn,  clerk  of 
Dundee,  and  Janet  Myln,  whom  J.W.  at  this  date  was  confusing  with  Alexander  of  the 
Pittormie  branch. 

Thus,  also,  of  old  Robert  Wedderburn  who  married  Janet  Froster,  we  find  nothing  in 
J.W.'s  book.  With  the  exception  of  his  son  Alexander,  the  merchant,  who  is  confused 
with  Alexander,  the  old  clerk,  none  of  his  sons  (James,  Robert,  David,  and  George)  are 
named.  His  son,  Robert,  who  married  Janet  Kyd,  is  not  mentioned,  and  their  eldest  son 
Alexander,  who  married  Janet  Myln,  and  was  the  progenitor  of  the  Kingennie  family,  is 
barely  and  erroneously  named. 

1  A  David  Wedderburn  named  in  1464  (S.W.  1),  is  probably  identical  with  the  David  of  1489.  See 
G.S.R.  8,  and  ante,  p.  53.  The  descent  of  the  Pittormie  branch  is  now  ascertained,  ante,  p.  42  seqq. 
J.W.'s  account  of  it  is  a  mass  of  errors.  He  starts  with  a  Thomas  Wedderburn,  father  of  a  James 
Wedderburn,  1528,  who  had  a  son  Thomas,  "  designed  in  1546  son  of  James  and  died  before  1611, 
leaving  two  sons,  Richard,  settled  in  Denmark  in  1576,  and  Alexander  of  Pittormie,  notar  publict 
and  burgess  of  Cupar,  who  married  Janet  Mylne  and  had  five  sons,  Richard,  Patrick,  David,  James, 
and  William,  minister  of  Pittenweem  and  Bethelnay,  who  married  1611  Magdalene  Wedderburn, 
daughter  of  Kingennie,  and  had  issue  one  daughter,  Margaret,  who  married  1646  Dr.  Andrew  Bruce." 
No  authorities  are  quoted  from  the  first  three  persons  named,  and  I  believe  Thomas  to  be  in  both 
cases  an  error  for  Robert  (ante,  p.  69).  Richard  of  Denmark  was  the  son  of  Alexander,  the  merchant 
(ante,  pp.  74  seqq.),  who  is  here  mixed  up  with  (a)  his  namesake  Alexander,  the  old  clerk,  who  married 
Janet  Myln,  and  was  father  of  several  sons  (including  a  David  and  a  James,  but  no  Richard), 
and  (6)  Alexander  of  Cupar  and  Pittormie,  who  was  the  son  of  David  Wedderburn  in  Welgait,  and 
whose  second  son,  William  of  Pittenweem  and  Dundee  (who  is  quite  distinct  from  his  namesake  of 
Bethelnay),  did  marry  Kingennie's  daughter  Magdalene  (ante,  pp.  45-48). 

3  M 
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Partv.  With  Alexander  of  Kingennie,  J.W.  gets  on  to  somewhat  safer  ground,  though  he 

Chap,  iv,  p]aces  him  as  born  in  1550  and  as  dying  in  1618.  His  wife's  parentage  is  also  accepted 
from  Douglas,  and  all  mention  is  omitted  of  his  sons,  Peter  and  William,  while  as  regards 
his  daughters  J.W.  goes  a  good  deal  astray  (ante,  p.  137,  n.  5).  Of  Kingennie's  eldest 
son,  too,  his  account  is  inaccurate.  He  does  not  name  his  having  been  clerk  of  Dundee, 
1627-33,  and  says  that  he  died  in  1635,  leaving  a  daughter,  Marjory,  and  an  infant  son, 
Alexander.  He  died  as  a  matter  of  fact  in  1637,  when  his  eldest  son  was  clearly  of  age, 
and  Marjory  was  not  daughter  but  his  sister.  The  marriages  of  his  son  are  also 
erroneously  dealt  with,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  ante,  p.  152,  n.  2,  and  the  account  of  his 
successors,  Alexander,  fourth  of  Kingennie,  who  is  credited  with  but  one  son  and  one 
daughter,  and  Alexander,  fifth  of  Kingennie,  who,  in  confusion  with  his  cousin,  the  clerk, 
is  made  governor  of  Broughty  Ferry  in  1715,  at  which  date  he  was  dead,  obviously  leave 
much  to  be  desired.  The  Blackness  chapter  of  the  book  is  more  satisfactory,  and  fails 
by  reason  rather  of  omissions  than  of  mis-statements.  Copies  of  the  family  registers  of 
Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness  and  of  the  fourth  baronet  were  in  J.W.'s  possession,  although 
those  of  the  first  and  second  baronets  were  not.  Consequently  his  lists  of  the  children  of 
the  two  former  are  accurate  if  slight,  while  those  of  the  two  latter,  on  the  contrary,  are  not 
complete.  He  wrongly  gives  the  date  of  James  Wedderburn's  death  as  1620,  and  his  wife's 
Christian  name  as  Mary  instead  of  Margaret  (see  ante,  p.  199).  His  account  of  James'  son,1 
Sir  Alexander,  is  also  inaccurate,  as,  confusing  him  with  his  namesake,  his  uncle  of 
Kingennie,  he  states  that  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  Dundee  in  1627.  The  date  of  his 
knighthood  is  also  stated  as  1642  instead  of  1646  (ante,  p.  204,  n.  4),  and  the  parentage 
of  his  wife,  Matilda  Fletcher,  as  a  daughter  of  Innerpeffer,  is  likewise  mistaken.  The  birth- 
dates  of  the  children  of  Sir  John,  first  baronet  of  Blackness,  are  not  given,  and  several  of 
his  children  are  altogether  omitted,  while  the  second  baronet,  Sir  Alexander,  is  said  to  have 
had  a  daughter,  Rachel,  and  an  only  son,  Sir  John,  who  died  in  1722.  So  again  no 
mention  is  made  of  Robert,  second  son  of  James,  the  clerk  (d.  1696),  several  of  whose 
daughters  are  also  overlooked.  Only  a  very  brief  account  is  given  of  the  attainted  Sir 
John,  whose  property  is  said  to  have  been  confiscated  in  1745.  The  birth-year  of  Sir 
David's  eldest  son,  John  James,  is  also  mis-stated  as  1801. 

The  Gosford  chapter  gives  but  a  scanty  note  of  Sir  Peter,  Lord  Gosford,  and  omits  to 
mention  his  first  and  second  marriages.  Of  his  children  only  his  three  eldest  sons  and  his 
daughter  Agnes  are  named.  The  issue  of  Sir  Peter  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Halkett  again 
is  stated  as  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  both  sons  and  daughters  (James,  John, 
Elizabeth,  and  Mary)  being  omitted,  while  Agnes  is  miscalled  Anne.  There  are  several 
other  similar  errors  and  omissions,  the  patent  of  the  Gosford  baronetcy  in  particular  being 
stated  to  be  to  heirs  male  (instead  of  heirs  male  of  the  body)  of  the  original  grantee. 

The  Rosslyn  section  is  fairly  accurate  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  is  very  incomplete. 
It  names  Alexander  Wedderburn,  who  married  Mary  Daes,  as  having  been  born  in  1661 
and  died  1  Jan.  1729,  leaving  issue  only'2  Mary  (m.  George  Cheap)  and  Peter,  who  was 
afterwards  Lord  Chesterhall,  and  father  of  Alexander,  Lord  Loughborough,  General  David 
Wedderburn,  who  fell  at  Baroach,  and  Janet,  Lady  Erskine,  whose  son  succeeded  his 
maternal  uncle  as  second  Earl  of  Rosslyn.  A  short  sketch  of  the  first  earl  gives  the 
main  facts  of  his  career,  but  wrongly  says  that  he  had  no  issue  by  either  marriage.  He 
had,  as  we  have  seen,  one  son,  who  died,  however,  in  early  infancy. 

I  have  already  (ante,  p.  222  seqq)  dealt  with  the  account  given  in  this  book  of  Peter 
Wedderburn,  third  surviving  son  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn,  and  his  descendants,  and 
need  not  restate  the  difficulties  which  hinder  its  acceptance.  The  endeavour  to  father 
on  Peter  Wedderburn  both  a  daughter,  Anne,  and  a  son  named  David,  who  emigrated  to 
America,  and  from  whom  descend  the  family  of  the  name  in  that  country,  is  altogether 
futile.     See  post,  Part  vi.,  chap,  v. 

The  remaining  sections  of  J.W.'s  volume  deal  with  more  modern  times  and  give 
the  history  of  Robert  Wedderburn  of  Pearsie,  Thomas  Wedderburn  of  Cantra  (J.W.'s 
grandfather),  and  James  Wedderburn-Colvile,  and  their  descendants.  They  are  not  very 
full,  but  so  far  as  they  go  they  are,  with  few  exceptions,  accurate  and  complete.  All  their 
contents  has,  of  course,  been  embodied  in  the  present  volume. 

1  All  mention  of  James'  second  son,  William,  is  omitted,  Peter  being  termed  the  second  son. 

2  As  a  matter  of  fact  his  birth-date,  though  probably  about  1660.  is  not  absolutely  fixed,  and  he  died  in 

1730,  leaving  not  two  but  seven  children,  viz.,  Peter,  Alexander,  and  James,  Mary,  Agues,  Janet,  and 
Jean,  of  whom  the  two  younger  sous  died  unmarried,  while  the  daughters  (except  Janet)  all  married. 
See  ante,  pp.  396-97. 
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.   The  last  section  of  the  book,  consisting  of  notes  on  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  Part  v, 
different   families   from   which  Wedderburns  have   taken   their   wives,    with   some    few  c^aP-  Iv- 
additional  notes  on  such  families,  has  already  been  made  use  of  at  the  close  of  the  chapter 
on  the  arms  of  the  family  (ante,  p.  43C  seqg). 

Such — apart  from  J.W.'s  MS.  memoir,  to  which  I  shall  refer  later — has  been  the 
family  history  easily  available  from  1824  until  now,  and  continually  accepted  as  accurate 
by  historians  of  Angus  and  Dundee.  Thus  it  is  practically  reprinted  in  Warden's  Angus 
or  Forfarshire,  and  is  largely  made  use  of  in  Mr.  A.  H.  Millar's  Roll  of  Eminent 
Burgesses  of  Dundee1  Quite  recently  in  an  appendix  to  the  (1898)  edition  of  the  Gude 
and  Godlie  Ballates  for  the  Scottish  Text  Society,  entitled  "  The  Kinship  of  the  Wedder- 
burns  in  Angus,"  Professor  Mitchell  has  reprinted  several  portions  of  Douglas'  account, 
although  he  was  good  enough  to  include  also  some  notes  which  I  sent  him  as  his  book  was 
passing  through  the  press.2 

Mr.  Millar's  Roll  of  Eminent  Burgesses  deserves  especial  mention  by  me,  because  the 
existence  of  these  volumes  is  largely  due  to  it.  It  was  on  becoming  possessed  of  his 
volume  that  I  communicated  with  him,  and  was  made  aware  of  the  mass  of  material  in  the 
Dundee  town-house.  That  his  own  book  should  repeat  the  errors  of  Douglas  and  of  J.W. 
is  not  surprising,  as  he  was  entitled  to  regard  them  as  authorities.  Now  and  again, 
however,  he  has  made  additional  suggestions  which  are  not  tenable,  and  his  identification 
of  the  different  persons  of  the  name  admitted  as  burgesses  is  often,  in  my  view,  clearly 
wrong.  Thus  the  James,  junior,  admitted  in  1514,  is  according  to  him  the  son  of  James, 
and  not,  as  I  think,  the  son  of  Robert,  and  he  follows  Douglas  in  speaking  of  John  (son  of 
James  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Barry)  as  "  the  first  of  a  succession  of  Wedderburns  who 
held  the  office  of  town  clerk  of  Dundee  for  nearly  a  century  and  a  half."  This  is  both  an 
error,  for  no  John  Wedderburn  is  shown  to  have  been  clerk,  and  an  under-statement,  for 
the  Wedderburns'  successive  tenure  of  the  office  lasted  over  a  century  and  a  half, 
accurately  162  years,  1556-57 — 1718.  He  also  suggests  that  the  Robert  admitted  in  1535 
may  be  the  Vicar  of  Dundee  and  brother  of  James  Wedderburn,  junior,  whereas  he  is 
quite  certainly  the  son  of  James  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Logan  ;  and  once  more,  he  definitely 
speaks  of  "  William,  son  and  heir  of  David,"  admitted  in  the  same  year,  as  first  cousin  to 
John,  the  supposed  clerk,  David  being  made  another  brother  of  James,  junior, — on  what 
evidence  I  cannot  imagine. 

So  again  accepting  Douglas'  statement  that  David  Wedderburn,  who  married  Helen 
Lawson,  was  the  son  of  John,  he  endeavours  to  correct  his  assertion  that  he  was  the  father 
of  Kingennie,  by  pointing  out  that  as  Kingennie  was  clearly  the  son  of  Alexander,  the 
old  clerk,  and  Janet  Myln,  it  follows  that  it  was  Kingennie's  father  and  not  Kingennie 
himself  who  was  the  son  of  David.  Mr.  Millar  also  repeats  Douglas'  mistaken  statement 
that  James,  the  Bishop,  and  his  brother,  John  of  Moravia,  were  brothers  of  Kingennie,  an 
error  common  to  every  historian  of  the  family  up  till  now.  He  also  assigns  1633  as  the 
date  of  the  death  of  Kingennie's  second  son,  James,  the  name  of  whose  wife  he  gives  as 
Mary — in  place  of  Margaret — Goldman.  David  of  the  Compt  Buih,  who  is  not  known 
to  Douglas,  is  also  placed  as  Kingennie's  fourth  son,  instead  of  as  his  immediate  and  but 
slightly  younger  brother.  Mr.  Millar's  account  of  later  members  of  the  family,  admitted 
to  the  freedom  of  Dundee,  viz.,  Sir  Peter,  Lord  Gosford3,  and  his  three  eldest  sons ; 
Alexander,  fourth  of  Kingennie;  and,  lastly,  Sir  David  Wedderburn  (1813)  are  more 
accurate,  if  incomplete. 

In  his  recent  (1898)  edition  of  David  Wedderburn' s  Compt  Buih,  the  proof  sheets  of 
which  he  was  good  enough  to  send  me,  he  has  gone  into  much  more  detail,  and  I  believe 
the  statements  as  to  members  of  the  family  in  that  volume  to  be  correct. 

1  A  sketch  fouuded  on  it  was  also  supplied  by  J.W.  to  Burke's  Baronetage  in  1829  (J.W.  119),  and  never 

corrected  until  about  1885  when  I  sent  one  according  with  his  MS.  volumes,  but  still  full  of  errors. 
I  hope  to  get  this  amended  after  the  publication  of  the  present  work. 

2  See  also  Alexander  Maxwell's  two   Histories  of  Dundee,    in   which   there   are   various   references  to 

the  Wedderburns,  as  well  as  Professor  Mitchell's  earlier  and  less  elaborate  volume  The  Wedderburns 
and  their  Work  (Blackwood,  1867). 

3  He  says,  however,  that  Sir  Peter  was  born  about  1610  and  took  his  degree  at  S.  Andrew's  in  1630, 

These  dates  are  in  each  case  some  six  years  too  early.  Mr.  Millar  also  speaks  of  Sir  Peter's  eldest 
son,  John,  dying  vitd  patris  in  1678.  This  is  an  error,  as  he  died  in  1688,  nine  years  after  his 
father. 


Part  V. 
Chap.  IV. 
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I  must  not  omit  to  mention  another  work,  Joseph  Foster's  Members  of  Parliament  for 
/Scotland,  the  author  of  which  gives  the  following  fragmentary  pedigree  : — 

Alexander  Wedderburn,  M.P. 
for  Dundee  1585—1609. 


Alexander  Wedderburn,  M.P.  James, 

for  Dundee  1612-33. 

I 


T 


Alexander  Wedderburn,  Sir  Alexander  Wedder-       Sir  Peter  Wedderburn,  M.P.  forHad- 

M.P.   for  Dundee  1661-  buru.  M.P.  for  Dundee       diugton,  1661-63,  1665-67,  1669-74. 

63,  1678.  1645-63. 


John  Wedderburn,  M.P.  Sir  Peter    Halket,    M.P.  Alexander  Wedderburn. 

for  Haddington  1685-86.  for  Dunfermline  1705-8. 

I  Peter  Wedderburn. 

Sir  Peter  Halket,  M.P.  for  | 

Stirling  Burghs  1734-41.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  M.P. 

for  Ayr  Burghs  1761-68. 

This  is  not,  I  think,  accurate.  It  is  not  clear  that  the  Alexander,  member  in  1585, 
is  Kingennie  (ante,  pp.  75,  n.  2  and  124) ;  and  Kingennie  continued  to  sit  till  1618.  His 
son,  on  the  other  hand,  only  sat  in  1633,  while  Sir  Alexander  of  Blackness  sat  from  1637 
on,  not  from  1645.  I  also  think  that  in  the  case  of  Alexander,  third  of  Kingennie,  the 
date  1661  should.be  1662.  The  rest  of  Foster's  pedigree  deals,  it  will  be  seen,  with  the 
Gosford  branch  of  the  family  and  is  accurate. 

I  have  purposely  not  yet  considered  the  MS.  memoir  of  J.W.  to  which  such  frequent 
reference  is  made  in  these  volumes.1  Its  existence  has  been  so  little  known,  even  in  the 
family,  that  it  has  in  no  way  affected  any  published  histories.2  When  in  about  1827 
J.W.  settled  at  Auchterhouse  and  found  himself  near  Dundee,  where  his  family  had 
long  flourished  in  days  gone  by,  he  began  a  revised  edition  of  his  book.  In  this  he  had 
the  help  of  some  search  in  the  Great  Seal  Register,  which  he  had  not  used,  except  so  far 
it  was  quoted  by  Douglas,  in  his  printed  memoir.  He  also  got  access  to  the  MS.  Compt 
Bw'k  of  David  Wedderburne,  brother  of  Kingennie,  then  in  the  hands  of  James  Thomson, 
the  antiquarian  and  historian  of  Dundee,  who  provided  him  with  a  good  many  extracts 
from  it,  though  by  no  means  with  all  the  material  which  it  contains.  With  the  help  of 
these  authorities,  he  made  considerable  corrections  in  his  original  account  of  the  early 
history  of  the  family,  especially  as  regards  the  father  and  grandfather  of  Kingennie.  In 
various  other  ways,  too,  he  amplified  his  former  statement  with  many  notes  and  additions, 
all  of  which  have  been  made  use  of  in  the  present  work.  It  is,  however,  singular  that, 
though  often  in  Dundee,  he  seems  never  to  have  become  aware  of  the  mass  of  material  in 
the  Dundee  town  house,  and  hence,  while  to  a  great  extent  improving  on  his  printed 
account  from  the  time  of  Kingennie's  grandfather,  his  MS.  remained  full  of  errors.  He 
not  only  continued  to  accept  Douglas,  when  he  was  not  compelled  to  contradict  him,  but 
he  pursued  a  plan  of  giving  various  individuals  places  in  the  family  on  no  other  grounds 
than  identity  of  name  and  convenience  of  dates. 

Thus,  starting  once  more  with  Walter  de  Wedderburn  of  the  Ragman  Roll  and  the 
traditional  marriage,  with  Sir  David  Home  of  Thurston,  of  Alice,  "heiress  of  Wedderburn, 
the  male  heirs  of  Walter  having  failed"  it  is  suggested  that  William  de  Wedderburn  may 
have  been  father  to 

I.  James  Wedderburn,  who  settled  in  Angus,  and  was  a  merchant  and  burgess  of 
Dundee,  circa  1413,  and  left  a  daughter  Elizabeth  (m.  Robert  Murray)  :  and  a  son 

II.  David  Wedderburn,  named  1464,  father  of 

III.  James  Wedderburn  of  Dundee,  who  married  Janet  Forrester,  is  named  in  a 
charter  of  1533,  and  died  "soon  after,"  having  had  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  viz., 
John,  James,  and  Thomas,  authors  of  the  Gude  and  Godlie  Ballates,  and  Margaret  (in. 

1  The  original  MS.  is  at  Marfield,  and  a  copy  of  it  in  my  possession.     See  post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  141. 

2  Except  Burke's  Baronetage,  to  which,  as    I    have   said,  I  sent    a    corrected  account  founded  on  it  ia 

about  1885. 
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George  Rollok),  Elis  (m.  Thomas  Duncan),  and  Grizell  (m.  James  Anderson).1     The  descent  Part  v. 
of  the  alleged  younger  sons,  James  (to  whom  J.W.  attributes  the  Complaynt  of  Scotland)  CnaP- lv- 
and  Thomas,  is  not  traced,  but  the  eldest  brother  is  described  as 

IV.  John  Wedderburn  of  Croft,  Vicar  of  Dundee,  and  named  in  charters  of  1527 
and  1533,  and  one  of  the  Scottish  archers  in  1528.2  J.W.  seems  under  no  difficulty  as 
regards  the  vicar  marrying,  though  he  does  not  say  whom  he  married,  and  he  gives  him 
as  a  son,  David,  who  married  Helen  Lawson,  and  was  (says  J.W.)  the  father  of  two  sons, 
Robert  (the  grandfather  of  Kingennie),  and  another  son,  now  called  Harie,  who  entered 
the  army,  served  abroad  1570-71,  and  was  buried  in  the  Cathedral  of  Abo,  in  Finland, 
leaving  a  daughter  Elizabeth,  who  married  Alexander  Blyth  aud  died  in  1643. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  have  made  more  errors,  for  though  most  of  the  persons  named 
existed,  their  suggested  places  in  the  family  are  not  proved,  I  think,  in  a  single  instance, 
and  in  many  cases  can  be  disproved.  There  is  no  proof  that  the  Alice  who  married  Sir 
David  Home  was  heiress  of  Wedderburn,  or  that  Walter  had  male  heirs  who  failed,  and  no 
ground  for  the  suggestion  that  William  had  a  son  James  who  settled  in  Angus.  I 
know  of  nothing  to  show  that  any  James  Wedderburn  was  merchant  and  burgess 
in  Dundee,  circ.  1413,  or  that  the  David  of  1464  (S.W.  1)  was  his  son,  while  the  Elizabeth 
who  married  Robert  Murray  was  certainly  not  his  daughter,  as  her  parentage  is  well  known 
(ante,  p.  20).  James,  who  married  Jauet  Forrester,  was  one  of  the  Gude  and  Godlie 
Ballates  triumvirate,  and  not  their  father  (whose  wife  was  Janet  Barry),  aud  their  names 
were,  as  we  know,  James,  John,  and  Robert,  and  not  John,  James,  and  Thomas.  It  was 
not  John  but  Robert  who  was  Vicar  of  Dundee,  and  it  is  to  Robert,  not  to  .lames,  that 
the  Complaynt  of  Scotland  is  to  be  attributed.  There  is  nothing  to  show  who  were  the 
parents  of  Margaret,  Elizabeth,  and  Grizell  Wedderburn  (ante,  pp.  84-86),  the  only  known 
daughter  of  James  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Barry  being  Elizabeth,  who  married  Robert 
Ferquhar  (ib.,  p.  6),  but  they  had  other  sons  whom  J.W.  does  not  name  (ib.,  pp.  6-7). 
David  Wedderburn,  who  married  Helen  Lawson,  was  the  son  not  of  any  John,  but  of 
David  Wedderburn,  and  had  no  sons  called  Robert  or  Harie.  The  parentage  of  Harie 
Wedderburn  (whose  existence  is  proved,  ante,  p.  8)  is,  in  fact,  doubtful,  but  Elizabeth 
AVedderburn,  who  married  Alexander  Blyth,  was  certainly  not  his  daughter.  And 
although  J.W.  had  succeeded  in  ascertaining  the  name  of  Kingennie's  grandfather,  Robert 
Wedderburn,  his  process  of  "  fitting  in  "  everybody  somewhere,  led  him  into  further  errors. 
"  Elizabeth  Guthrie  "  being  named  by  David  Wedderburn  in  his  Compt  Bulk  as  his 
grandmother,  J.W.  at  once  assumes  that  this  was  on  his  father's  side,  whereas  she  was, 
in  fact,  his  mother's  mother.  So  again  Robert,  the  merchant,  Richard  in  Elsignor,  and 
John  in  Padua,  are  now  all  made  brothers  of  Kingennie's  father,  although  none  of  them  were 
so  related  either  to  him  or  each  other,  while  elsewhere  Richard  of  Elsignor,  who  probably 
died  about  1590,  is  made  to  do  duty  again  in  a  different  capacity,  that  of  fourth  brother 
to  Kingennie,  who  had  no  brother  of  that  name.  In  this  generation  also  Robert,  the 
younger,  who  was  a  merchant  (ante,  p.  Ill),  is  made  a  notary,  his  uncle,  who  was  a  notary, 
having'been  already  identified  with  the  merchant.  Similarly,  William,  the  youngest 
brother,  is  identified  with  the  minister  in  Dundee,3  and  his  wife,  Magdalene  Wedderburn, 
calmly  stated  to  be  the  "  only  child  of  his  uncle  Robert,"  whereas  the  minister  of  Dundee 
was  the  son  of  Alexander  of  Pittormie,4  while  his  wife  was  one  of  the  daughters  of 
Kingennie,  and  a  somewhat  distant  cousin.  Finally,  James,  the  Bishop  of  Dunblane,  now 
appears  as  Kingennie's  seventh  brother,  whereas  he  was,  in  fact,  of  quite  other  parentage 
(see  ante,  p.  28),  although  Kingennie  had,  indeed,  a  fourth  brother  of  the  name,  who 
was  a  merchant  in  Dundee.  As  regards  Kingennie's  sisters  J.W.  is  also  in  error.  He 
gives  three,  viz.,  Margaret,  m.  Peter  Clayhills ;  Janet,  m.  Alexander  Piersone ;  and 
Katharine,  m.  William  Duncan.  Of  these  the  first  and  last  are  correct  (although  all 
mention  of  Katharine's  second  marriage  is  omitted),  but  the  statement  as  to  Janet  is 
founded  on  the  fact  that  David  AVedderburn  in  his  Compt  Bulk  speaks  of  his 
brother-in-law,  Alexander  Piersone,  who  had  married  a  sister  not  of  David  himself  but 
of  his  wife. 

1  See  as  to  the  Ballates  and  their  authors,  ante,  p.  10  seqq,  and  as  to  the  Complaynt  of  Scotland,  ante, 

p.  16  seqq. 

3  See  as  to  this,  ante,  p.  15. 

2  J.W.  further  makes  him  the  father  of  William,  minister  of  Bethelnay,  a  total  error. 

4  In  his  printed  book  J.W.  had  rightly  got  on  the  track  of  a  separate  branch  of  the  family  at  Pittormie, 

although  in  the  greatest  confusion  as  to  them.     See  ante,  p.  465  n. 
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Part  v.  The  descent  from  Kingennie  is  somewhat  more  accurately  traced,  but  it  is  not  free 

Chap.  iv.  from  err0r,  and  is  often  far  from  complete.  Most  of  the  errors  have,  I  think,  been  noted,  as 
occasion  arose,  in  the  body  of  this  work,  and  need  not  be  further  noticed  here.  Nor  need 
I  give  a  detailed  list  of  the  members  of  the  family  of  whom  J.W.  knew  nothing,  such  as 
Peter  Wedderburn,  the  son  of  Easter  Powrie's  third  marriage,  or  John,  Alexander,  and 
Peter,  the  three  elder  sons  of  Alexander,  fourth  of  Kingennie,  and  several  others,  omissions 
which  sometimes  lead  to  considerable  confusion. 

Enough,  and  perhaps  more  than  enough,  has  been  said  to  illustrate  the  manner  in 
which  previous  historians  of  the  family  have  done  their  work,  and  to  show  how  essential 
it  is,  in  a  task  of  this  kind,  to  never  tire  of  asking  for  strict  proof  at  every  point.  It 
would  be  idle  to  suppose  that  I  had  succeeded  in  escaping  all  errors,  where  others  have 
made  so  many.  But  I  think  that  I  may  fairly  assert  that  in  this,  the  latest  and  most 
elaborate  work  on  the  family,  I  have  made  a  real  endeavour  to  allege  nothing  without 
both  evidence  and  a  statement  of  what  the  evidence  is ;  and  that  while  I  have  not  despised 
either  tradition  or  suggestion,  I  have  nowhere  treated  either  the  one  or  the  other  as 
positive  fact.  "It  would  be  useful,"  writes  Lord  Loughborough,  when  seeking  information 
as  to  the  family  history,  in  a  letter  to  Alexander  Scrymgeour -Wedderburn  in  1782,  "to- 
mention  the  documents  by  which  the  several  descents  are  proved,  as  I  am  persuaded 
you  would  incline  as  little  as  myself,  that  anything  should  be  published  concerning 
the  family  that  could  not  be  well  supported "  (S.W.  665).  This  is  the  principle 
of  which,  throughout  this  book,  I  have  never  consciously  lost  sight.  For  whilst  opinions 
may  differ  as  to  the  value  or  vanity  of  such  works  as  the  present,  nobody  can  doubt 
that,  if  they  are  to  be  written  at  all,  their  first  essential  is  accuracy  of  proof. 
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PAET  VI. 

Chapter     I. 
General    Remarks. 

I  add  in  this  final  part  some  notes  on  various  families  and  persons  of  the  name,  ^rt  VI- 
across  whom  I  have  come  in  the  course  of  my  researches,  but  whom  I  have  not  succeeded  P" 
in  connecting  with  any  branch  of  the  Forfarshire  house,  the  history  of  which  has  now  been 
given.  The  materials  for  this  account  are  in  many  instances  necessarily  fragmentary, 
nor  have  I  attempted  to  complete  them.  They  seem,  however,  to  show  that  the 
assumption  of  J.W.  that  there  was,  two  or  three  centuries  ago  at  any  rate,  but  one  small 
family  of  the  name,  and  that  any  stray  Wedderburn  ought,  therefore,  to  be  readily 
tacked  on  to  it,  cannot  be  acted  on  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  name  is  less  uncommon, 
and  far  more  sporadic  than  has  been  supposed.  If  to  my  collection  of  references 
to  the  name  as  borne  by  the  Forfarshire  family,  I  had  added  instances  of  the  most 
common  varieties  of  it,  such  as  Weatherburn,  as  well  as  possible  corruptions  of  it,1  this 
would  probably  have  been  still  more  clearly  demonstrated.  But  such  an  addition  would 
have  involved  too  unlimited  an  inquiry,  and  as  names  are  now  less  liable  to  change 
through  loose  usage  than  was  the  case  in  days  past,  I  confined  my  inquiries  to  an 
endeavour  to  ascertain  as  completely  as  possible,  all  the  existing  families  of  the  name  of 
Wedderburn  now  nourishing  in  the  United  Kingdom.  With  this  view  I  made  an 
exhaustive  search  in  the  modern  registers  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  in  both 
Edinburgh  (1855-92)  and  London  (1837-90), 2  after  which  I  communicated  with  various 
members  of  the  families  so  discovered  in  order  to  connect  them  together,  where  there 
was  ground  for  so  doing,  and  also  to  trace  them  back  as  far  as  they  could  easily  be 
traced. 

In  addition  to  these  modern  searches  I  have  also  a  good  many  references  to  persons 
of  the  name  in  various  old  registers  and  other  records,  more  particularly  in  the  county  of 
Aberdeen,  some  of  the  parish  registers  of  which  have  been  searched  for  such  information, 
while  notes  from  others,  though  not  expressly  searched  with  that  object,  have  been 
sent  me  from  time  to  time. 

The  general  result  is  to  show  several  families  of  the  name,  now  no  longer  traceable 
to  one  common  ancestor,  but  very  probably  so  descended,  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  as 
well  as  other  families  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh,  and  elsewhere  in  Scotland. 
In  England  again,  we  find  the  name  still  not  uncommon  in  the  North  Country  near 
Berwick,  and  in  Northumberland,  as  well  as  families  at  Manchester  and  Liverpool,  and 
a  numerous  one  of  modern  descent  in  the  South.  In  one  chance  instance  I  have  a  trace 
of  it  in  Ireland  also,  but  have  pursued  no  inquiries  there. 

Three  families  remain  to  be  added,  all  of  them  resident  abroad,  in  South  Africa, 
in  Canada,  and  in  the  United  States.  Of  these  an  account  will  be  found  in  the  last 
chapter  of  this  part,  and  I  can  only  repeat  the  regret  already  (ante,  p.  222)  expressed 
as  regards  the  American  family,  that  I  am  unable  to  prove  them  to  be  descended,  as  J.W. 
assumed  them  to  be,  from  some  member  of  the  old  Dundee  family  whose  name  they 
share. 


1  See  for  a  list  of  these  vol.  ii.,  pp.  522-23. 

-  See  vol.  ii,  p.  488,  note,  where,  however,  I  have  given  the  search  as  down  to  Sept.  1892,  in  error  for 
1890.  The  net  result  was  a  collection  of  216  births,  120  marriages,  and  150  deaths,  all  of  which  are 
embodied  in  this  volume,  and  chiefly  in  this  part.  The  broken  character  of  the  information  is,  no 
doubt,  due  not  only  to  corruption  of  the  name,  but  to  the  omission  to  register,  common  among  the 
lower  classes,  especially  in  former  years. 


PART  VI. 

Chapter     II. 
The   Weddeeburns   in   Aberdeenshire. 

Part  vi.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  family  of  the  name  were  flourishing  in  this  part  of  Scotland 

Chap.  II.  early  in  the  sixteenth  century,  but  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  they  were  connected 
with  the  Wedderburns  in  Dundee,  although  it  is  probable  that  this  was  the  case.  William 
Wedderburn  (son  and  heir  of  David  Wedderburn,  ante,  p.  67),  who  was  admitted  a 
burgess  of  Dundee  in  1535  (D.L.B.  13),  may,  as  I  have  suggested,  have  gone  North, 
but  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  did  so,  and  as  others  of  his  name,  viz.,  a  Maister  Robert 
Wedderburn  and  a  David  Wedderburn  are  named  in  connection  with  Aberdeen  in  1547 
and  1549,  it  would  seem  that  unless  they  can  be  identified  as  Dundee  relatives  of  William, 
they  must  be  descended  from  some  one  who  settled  in  Aberdeen  before  his  time. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  we  find  the  name  in  the  North  not  only  as  a  surname  but  as 
the  name  of  a  place.  There  is  a  farm  not  far  from  Insch  which  has  long  borne  the 
name  of  Wedderburn.  This  is  the  property  of  Captain  Bisset  of  Lessendrum,  in  whose 
family  it  has  been  since  at  least  1611,  and  it  would  seem  that  the  lauds  to  which  the 
name  is  now  confined  were  originally  larger  and  were  divided  into  three  parts,  of  which 
one  was  held  by  the  Gordons  of  Petlwy,  Chmy,  and  Lesmoir  (G.S.R.  76),  one  by  the 
Andersons  of  Camalegie,  and  the  third  by  the  Bissets  of  Lessendrum  (R.H.    1-7).1 

I  have  not  succeeded  in  tracing  the  origin  of  the  name  here,  and  it  is  thus  left  a 
matter  of  doubt  whether,  as  seems  likely,  the  place  took  its  name  from  some  individual 
who  came  into  the  county,  or  whether,  as  is  possible,  there  was  from  a  very  early  date  a 
place  and  family  of  the  name  in  the  North,  quite  independent  of  any  connection  with 
the  counties  of  either  Berwick  or  Forfar.     (See  the  Introduction). 

The  fact  is  that  while  we  find  the  name  first  in  Berwickshire,  then  in  Forfarshire,  and 
then  in  Aberdeenshire,  so  that  the  family  would  seem  to  have  gradually  spread  northwards 
from  the  border  country,  the  connection  of  the  three  families  in  these  three  counties  rests 
on  probability  and  tradition.  How  far  a  fuller  investigation  of  evidence  which  in  all 
likelihood  exists  in  Berwickshire  or  Aberdeenshire  would  clear  up  the  matter,  I  cannot  of 
course  say,  but  must  content  myself  with  a  broken  account  of  the  name  and  those  bearing 
it  in  the  Northern  countv. 


Sect.  I. —  William  Wedderburn  in  Aberdeen  and  his  Descendants,  1535 — 1660.  His  son 
David,  poet  and  grammarian.  William  Wedderburn  of  Bethelnay.  The  Aberdeen 
Parish  Registers,  1563 — 1854- 

The  earliest  meutions  of  the  name  across  which  I  have  come  in  connection  with  Aberdeenshire 
are  in  regard  to  three  persons,  viz. : — 

William  Wedderburn,  who  signs  a  deed  in  1544  (Antiquities  of  Banff  and  Aberdeen  ;  Spalding 
Club  Publ.,  1857,   p.   249)  ; 

Maister  Robert  Wedderburn,  who  signs  a  deed  at  Maryculter,  12  Aug.  1547  (ib.  p.  597),2  and 

David  Wedderburn,  who  was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Aberdeen,  13  Dec.  1549  [Council  Reg., 
Aberdeen  ;  New   Spalding  Club   Misc.,   1890  ;  i.  62). 

The  relationship  of  these  persons  is  not  known.  If  they  could  be  shown  to  have  been  grandfather's 
brother  (Robert),  father  (David),  and  son  (William),  there  would  be  some  ground  for  connecting  them  with 
the  Forfarshire  family  (ante,  p.  67),  but  no  such  proof  exists,  and  they  may  be  brothers  or  more  remote 
kinsmen.  Any  of  them  may  be  the  father  of  one  or  both  of  the  other  contemporaries  of  the  name 
mentioned  at  a  later  date,   viz. : —  » 

1  See  also  a  great  seal  charter,  16  March  1611,  in  favour  of  Mr.   Robert  Bisset  of  Lessendrum,  of  land 

including  one  third  of  Wedderburn  and  Thormiestoun,  co.  Aberdeen,  as  well  as  the  Retours  of  the 
Services  of  Heirs,  co.  Aberdeen,  1600-93,  referred  to  above.  Captain  Bisset  kindly  allowed  his  agents 
in  Aberdeen  to  look  up  his  charters  for  me  in  1894,  but  they  could  find  nothing  material. 

2  The   Rev.   Walter  Macleod  sends  me  note  of  a  further  charter,   dated  25   Aug.   1550,   by  Sir  James 

Saudilands  to  Gilbert,  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Menzies  of  Petfoddels  and  to  Margaret  Keith,  his 
wife,  in  conjunct  fee,  of  Blairs,  Maryculter,  co.  Kincardine,  witnessed  by  Mr.  Robert  Wedderburn. 
The  document  is  in  the  charter  chest  of  the  estate  of  Petfoddels,  co.  Aberdeen. 
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1.  William  Wedderburn,  who  married  in  1578  Marjorie  Aimand,  and  had  issue.     See  below.  Part  VI. 

2.  Malcolm  Wedderburn,  who  15  Sept.  1586-87  was  admitted   burgess  of  Aberdeen  "in  considera-  Chap.  II. 

tion  of  his  pains  in  baying  of  three  scoir  peaces  of  stane  in  Duudye  to  the  bowbridge  "  {Council 
Reg.,  ut  sup.,  p.   80,  quoting  the  Guildry  Accounts).      He  is.   no  doubt,  the  person  of  his   name 
who  married  at  Aberdeen,  14   May  1588,  Janet  Knnwis  (A.P.R.   2),  and  had  issue  a  son, 
Robert  "Wedderburn,  born  there  16  Feb.  1589  (A  P.R.  16). 
He  is  not  mentioned  again,  and  I  have  no  further  reference  to   him  or  his  son.     About  William 
Wedderburn  and  his  family,  however,  there  is  a  fair  amount  of  information  with  which  X  shall  now  deal. 

William  "Wedderburn  [1555  ? — 1620],  whose  parentage  is  thus  not  ascertained,  was  admitted  a 
burgess  of  Aberdeen,  26  Oct.  1576  Council  Reg.,  ut  sup.  xxix,  272).  He  is  no  doubt  the  person  of  his 
name  who  often  witnesses  baptisms,  &c,  at  Aberdeen  from  1570  on  (A.P.R.  passim).     He   married  there, 

6  July  1578  (A.P.R.  1),  Marjorie  Annand.1  aud  dying  in  June  1620,  was  buried  "in  the  auld  Kirk"  on 
the  16th  of  that  month  (ib.  33).  By  his  wife,  who  died  in  May  1635  and  was  buried  (25  May)  with  her 
husband,2  he  had  issue  four  sons  and  three  daughters: — 

1.  David  Wedderburn  the  grammarian.     See  below. 

2.  Alexander  Wedderburn  [1581— 1650  ?]. 

He  was  baptized  in  Aberdeen  3  Sept.  15S1.3  He  is  mentioned  in  a  "petition  of 
Mr.  William  Wedderburn,  ane  of  the  regentis  of  the  College  of  this  burghe,  in  the  name  of 
Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn  his  brother,"  that  Alexander  as  a  "  burges  bairne"  might  have  a 
bursary  or  scholarship  four  years  to  enable  him  to  study  divinity  ;  Mr.  David  Wedderburn, 
master  of  the  Grammar  School,  and  Mr.  William  becoming  bound  for  their  said  brother.  (See 
Extracts  from  the  Council  Register  of  Aberdeen,  1570 — 1625.  Printed  for  the  Spalding  Club. 
Aberdeen,  p.  380.)  This  petition  was  granted,  as  in  the  Records  of  the  Marischal  College  (New 
Spalding  Club,  ed.  by  P.  J.  Anderson,  1889,  vol.  i.,  p.  117),  under  date  29  Jan.  1623,  "Alexander 
Wedderburn,  brother  to  William  Wedderburn,  regent,  and  David  Wedderburn,  rector  of  the 
Grammar  School,  is  admitted  to  this  bursary,  he  being  now  preseutlie  in  England  in  a  pedagogie, 
yit  being  resoluit  to  sequestrate  himself  from  all  such  cases."  He  is  also  named  in  1610  and 
1624  (ib.  pp.  197,  204).  I  have  ascertained  nothing  further  about  him,  except  that  he  edited 
the  works  of  Persius,  his  edition  being  published,  no  doubt  after  his  death,  in  1664.4  I  do  not 
know  the  date  of  his  death,  nor  if  he  married. 

3.  William  Wedderburn  [1582  ?— 1668]. 

He  was  born  in  1582  or  1584,  as  although,  owing  to  a  blank  in  the  Aberdeen  Parish  register 
at  this  period,  we  have  no  entry  of  his  baptism,  it  is  clear  from  the  birth  of  his  brothers  and 
sister — Alexander,  George,  and  Isabel — that  he  must  have  been  born  in  one  of  the  above  years. 
He  was  doctor  of  the  Grammar  School  in  Aberdeen,  1616-17  (Misc.  Spalding  Club,  1849,  vol.  v., 
p.  96  ;  Council  Reg.,  ut  sup.,  p.  353-54),  and  later  became  one  of  the  regents  in  the  Marischal 
College.  He  was  admitted  burgess  of  Aberdeen  25  Oct.  1623  as  "  third  son  of  the  late  William 
Wedderburn  "  (Council  Reg.,  781 ;  Misc.  Spalding  Club,  p.  135),  being  designed  "  Magister  "  in 
the  entry,  owing  to  his  position  at  this  date  as  one  of  the  college  regents.  He  then  entered  the 
ministry,  but  his  career  was  not  fortunate.  The  following  is  the  account  of  him  in  Mr.  Hew 
Scott's  Fasti  Scotice  Ecclcsiw  (iii.  592)5 : — 

"  William  Wedderburne,  promoted  from  being  Regent  in  the  Marischal  College,  Aberdeen  ; 
admitted  miuister  of  Bethelnay,  Old  Meldrum,  co.  Aberdeen,  prior  to  Nov.  16336  ;  presented  by 
Charles  I.  22  June  1636  ;  was  a  member  of  the  assemblies  1638-39,  and  deprived  in  1642  for 
fornication.  The  sentence  was  taken  off  by  the  General  Assembly  in  Aug.  1643,  and  he  was 
recommended  to  all  the  presbyteries  19  Oct.  after  for  a  settled  place.  He  must  have  been 
censured  again,  however,  as  he  was  recommended  by  the  presbytery,  2  Nov.  1648,  to  have  his 
mouth  opened,  and  was  subsequently  settled  at  Strathdon  or  Innerochtie,7  to  which  he  was 
admitted  21  Oct.  1651,  and  where  he  continued  till  19  April  1659,  but  the  parish  was  vacant 
19  April  1660  (ib.  iii.,  563)." 

1  Her  christian  name  is  differently  given  as  Marjorie  or  Margaret. 

2  See  Collections  for  a  History  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff;  Aberdeen,   Spalding  Club,  1843,  pp.   60-66,  where 

there  is  a  good  notice  of  William's  eldest  son,  David.  See  also  J.W.  97  for  an  account  of  the  family 
sent  to  J.W.  in  1837,  in  which,  however,  there  are  some  errors,  e.g.,  the  date  of  William  Wedderburn's 
marriage  given  as  Feb.  1575  for  July  157S,  and  their  son  David's  baptism  as  in  June  for  Jan.  ; 
and  some  omissions,  e.g.,  that  of  auy  mention  of  this  third  son,  William. 

3  See  J.W,  97.     My  own  notes  from  the  parish  register  (post  p.  480),  do  not  include  this  baptism. 

4  See  J.W.  97,  where  it  is  said  that  this  Persius  was  edited  by  him,  with  the  commentary  and  notes  by 

his  brother,  David.  He  may  be  the  author  of  a  book  entitled  "  Radii  Augustiani  sive  prajcipuse 
S.  P.  Augustini  in  S.  Scriptura?  locos  aunotationes.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  1652."  If  so,  this 
also  was  probably  published  after  his  death. 

5  The  authorities  quoted  in  the  Fasti  Eccl.  Scot,  are  s.  Bethelnay,  Spalding  Misc.  iii.,  Hist.  ii.  ;  Kirk 

Tapers  ;  Petcrkin's  Records  ;  Presb.  ;  Ellon  Presb.  Reg.  ;  Burgh  Reg.  of  Aberdeen  ii.  and  s.  Iunerochtie 
or  Strathdon  ;  Syn.  Reg.  ;  Collection  for  Hist.  Aberdeen  and  Banff;  and  Maidmenl's  Catal.  Scot. 
Writers,  where  his  brother  David's  Meditationes  Campestres  is  wrongly  ascribed  to  William. 
0  He  is  no  doubt  the  Mr.  William  Wedderburn,  minister  at  Balhelvie,  named  (S.W.  260),  circa  1633.  There 
is  a  place  called  Belhelvie,  which  lies  on  the  8ea  coast  some  eight  miles  north-east  of  Aberdeen,  but  the 
word  is  probably  ah  error  for  Bethelnie  or  Bethelnay.  See  also  J.  W.  98  for  some  further  mention  of  him. 

7  See  also  Inverurie  and  the  Earldom  of  the   Garioch,  by  John  Davidson.      D.   Douglas.       Edin.  1878, 

pp.  240-41,  where  William  Wedderburn  of  Bethelnay  is  named,  1  Nov.  1633  ;  Gordon's  History  of 
Scots  Affairs,  ii.,  6  ;  iii.,  38  ;  Memorials  of  Troubles  in  Scotland  1624-45,  by  John  Spalding,  ii., 
136,  203,  260  (Aberdeen,  1851.  Spalding  Club  ed.)  ;  and  Selections  from  the  Records  of  the  Kirk 
of  Aberdeen  (Spalding  Club,  1846),  pp.  213-14. 
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Part  VI.  He  was  twice  married,1  both  times  at  Aberdeen,  viz.  : — i.  On  10  June  1624,  to  Margaret 

Chap.   II.  Tullideph  (A.P.R.  6),  who  died  before  1649  ;  ii.  On  22  November  1649,  to  Agnes  Howisone 

(A.P.R.  7). 

I  have  not  ascertained  whether  he  had  issue  by  both  these  marriages,  but  that  he  had  issue 
is  rendered  certain  by  the  existence  later  on  of  a  family  of  his  name  at  Bethelnay  and  Old 
Meldrum.     See  post  p.  483. 

[William  Wedderburn  meutioned  among    the    "  adolescentes    qui  nomina  dederunt "    to 
the  Royal  College  of  Aberdeen  in  164S  may  be  a  son  of  the  first  marriage.     See   Fasti 
Aberd.  Univ.&nd  King's  Coll.  Sec,  Aberdeen,  1854,  Spalding  Club  Publ.,  p.  469.] 
4.  George  Wedderburn.     He  was  baptized  in  Aberdeen,    28  Nov.  1585  (A.P.R.   14).      I  have  not 
found  any  entry  of  his  admission  as  burgess  there,  but  he  is  called   "  citizen  of  Aberdeen,"  when 
a  witness,  27  Jan.  1616  {Records  of  the  Marischal  College,  p.  162).     I  have  ascertained  nothing  of 
his  career, 
and 

1.  Isabel  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Aberdeen,  25  Aug.  1583  (A.P.R.  13). 

2.  Bessie  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Aberdeen,  5  Oct.  1588  (ib.  14). 

3.  Marjory  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Aberdeen,   5  Nov.  1590  (ib.    17).     She   married  at   Aberdeen, 

17  Feb.    1614,  Matthew  Robertson  [ib.  4),  by  whom  she  had  issue  (see  J.VV.  97).      She  died  in 
Feb.  1650,  and  was  buried  (17  Feb.),  at  Aberdeen  (ib.). 

David  Wedderburn  [1580-1646?],  eldest  son  of  William  Wedderburn  and  Marjorie  Annand, 
was  born  at  Aberdeen  at  the  end  of  1579  or  beginning  of  15S0,  and  was  baptized  there  2  Jan.  in 
the  latter  year  (A.P.R.  12).  It  is  possible  that  he  is  the  person  of  his  name  who  matriculated  at  S. 
Andrew's,  1598-60,  and  took  his  degree  there  1602-1606  (S.A.K.  13-15),  although  it  is  more  likely  that  he 
was  educated  in  his  native  town  (ib.  note).  He  was  appointed  master  of  the  Aberdeen  Grammar  School 
in  1602,  "  in  conjunction  with  the  learned  Thomas  Reid,  afterwards  Latin  Secretary  to  James  VI.,  but 
in  the  following  year  he  resigned  this  post,  having  then  the  intention  of  entering  the  Church.  This 
notion  was  abandoned,  however,  and  he  resumed  his  place  at  the  Grammar  School  in  1603.  When 
Gilbert  Gray,  Principal  of  the  Marischal  College,  died  in  1614,  Wedderburn  was  engaged  to  teach  the 
advanced  class  in  that  institution,  and  five  years  later  he  was  appointed  to  the  charge  of  the  Humanity 
course  in  the  same  College."2 

"  The  visit  of  James  VI.  to  Scotland,  in  1617,  called  forth  all  the  poetic  energy  of  the  country  ;  and 
as  it  was  thought  that  so  learned  a  monarch  should  be  honoured  in  Classical  language,  Wedderburn  was 
employed  by  the  Town  Council  of  Aberdeen  to  write  a  Latin  poem,  congratulating  him  upon  his  arrival, 
for  which  production  they  paid  500  merks,"3  and  three  years  later,  1620,  Aug.  14,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
freedom  of  Aberdeen,  as  "  eldest  son  of  the  late  William  Wedderburn,  burgess."4  "  When  the  King 
died,  in  1625,  he  wrote  another  poem  upon  that  mournful  event,  which  has  been  often  referred  to  as  a 
model  of  Latinity."5 

His  principal  work  was  a  Latin  grammar,  for  which  he  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  monopoly  in  the 
schools  of  Scotland.  The  Register  of  the  Privy  Council  contains  several  entries  in  regard  to  this  book, 
in  the  years  1630-32,  which  are  given  at  length  in  vol.  ii.  (R.P.C.  60-61),  and  the  matter  came  before 
parliament  in  1633  (June  18),  when  he  presented  a  petition  that  his  "  short  and  facile  grammar"  might 
be  the  only  one  taught  in  the  schools  of  the  country  (A.P.S.  16.)  The  records  of  Aberdeen  contain 
many  entries  of  sums  paid  to  him  by  the  town  both  for  his  poesies  and  on  account  of  his  book  up  to 
1632.6 

In  this  year,  26  May,  he  was  also  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  Dundee,  in  recognition  of  his  learning 
and  his  skill  "in  erudiendo  juventutem  "  (D.L.B.  47),  and  it  may  be  that,  as  has  been  suggested,7 
this  burgess-ship  was  also  due  to  his  being,  by  paternity,  though  not  by  actual  birth,  "  a  bairn  of  the 
town." 

According,  once  more,  to  Mr.  Millar,  "  his  failing  health  compelled  him  to  resign  the  rectorship  of 
the  Grammar  School  of  Aberdeen  in  1640,  when  he  attained  a  retiring  pension  of  200  merks,"  but,  "  he 
still  cultivated  the  muse  in  his  seclusion,  and  in  1641  published  six  Latin  elegies  on  the  death  of  his  old 
school  companion  and  fellow-classicist,  Dr.  Arthur  Johnstone.  These  were  reprinted  in  the  '  Poetarum 
Scotorum  Musje   Sacra.'      Still   further  was   his  literary  activity   shown  in   1643   and    1644,   when   he 

1  From  the  use  of  the  prefix  "  Mr.,"  it  would  appear  that  the  husband  is  the  same  person  in  each  ease. 

2  See  Mr.  Millars  Roll  of  Eminent  Burgesses  of  JJundee,  from  which  the  above  passages  are  quoted,  and  see 

also  extracts  from  the  Council  Reg.  of  the  Burgh  of  Aberdeen,  1570-1625  (Aberdeen.  Printed  for 
Spalding  Club,)  where  he  is  named,  6  Feb.  1602,  as  master  of  the  Grammar  School  ;  20  April  1603, 
as  having  a  testimonial  and  getting  consent  to  his  becoming  a  minister  and  leaving  the  school  ; 
7  Sept.  1603  reinstated,  not  having  entered  the  ministry;  24  Oct.  1604 — 20  Oct.  1624,  as  still 
master  (pp.  223,  228,  244,  262,  298,  313-14,  327-28,  359,  367,  375,  393).  See  also  Records  of  the 
Marischal  College,  already  referred  to  (pp.  113,  154-55,  166-67,  171-72,  185-86,  195,  213),  and  J.  B. 
Nichols'  Progress  of  James  I.  (1848),  where  he  aud  his  brother  Alexander  are  mentioned  (vol.  ii.  511, 
vol.  iii,  329-30,  389,  1051). 

3  He  presented  a  poem  to  the  King  19  May  at  Falkland  and  11  July  at  St.  Andrew's  (R.P.C.  50,  53).       It 

was  then  published.  See  "Jacobovi.  Scotiam  suam  revisenti  avvivcppavTiipiov  "  40  Edin.  1617,  by 
David  Wedderburn. 

4  Mr.  Millar  says,    "that  in  acknowledgment  of  this  work  he  received  £100  Scots  from  Aberdeeu,  and 

'  ane  hundreth  pounds  moe  '  to  enable  him  to  travel  to  Edinburgh  aud  arrange  about  the  printing 
of  it." 

5  See  Council  Reg.,  xlix,  6S0,  Misc.  Spalding  Club,  p.  126,  and  again  Council  Reg.,  1570-1625,  ut  sup.  p.  371. 

6  See  Misc.  Spalding  Club  1849,  vol.  v.,  pp.  76,  81,  97,  101,  104,  134,  147-49. 

7  Roll  of  the  Eminent  Burgesses  of  Dundee.     Mr.   Millar  suggests  that  it  shows  he  was  in  fact  born  at 

Dundee,  but  that  was  clearly  not  the  case. 
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produced  two  volumes  containing  three  hundred  Moral  Epigrams  and  several  elegies.  .  .  .  Eight  of  his  Latin  Part  VI, 
poems  are  to  be  found  in  the  '  Delitite  Poetarum  Scotorum'  published  in  1637,  by  Sir  John  Scot  of  Scotstarvit,  Chap.  II 
the  first  of  them  being  an  elegy  upon  the  death  of  Prince  Henry,  the  eldest  son  of  James  VI."1 

He  died  in  1646,  and  was  buried  "  gratis  "  in  the  church  of  S.  Nicholas,  Aberdeen  (J.W.  97).2 

He  was  twice  married,  viz.  : — 

i.  At  Aberdeen,  30  April  1611,  to  Janet  Johnstone  (A.P.R.  3),  by  whom  he  had  issue  a  son, 
—  Wedderburn,  who  was  baptized  there  25  March  1612  (ib.  18),  but  whose  christian  name 
is  not  given  in  the  register. 

Janet  Johnstone  died  29  Oct.  1613,  and  was  buried  at  Aberdeen  in  the  Church  of  S.  Nicholas  or 
East  Kirk,  where  there  was  formerly  a  monument  or  mural  tablet  to  her  memory.  Of  this  no  vestige 
now  remains,  but  an  account  of  it  is  given  in  the  Chartulary  of  S.  Nicholas,  published  by  the  New 
Spalding  Club  in  1892  (vol.  ii.,  461),  where  it  is  said  to  have  been  surmounted  by  some  arms,  unfortunately 
not  described,  and  to    have  been  partly  legible  (though  crossed  by  a  later  inscription  in  1635),  thus — 

....      ID     .     .     .      VEDERBVRNI     .     .     .      LECTISSIMA      .     .     .      IVX      .     .     . 

THEATRV    ....    VIRTVTI      HIC NA     SEPVLOHRO     .    .    .     GERIT 

HIC     PARTES   .    .    .     FAMA     SE   .    .    .     OBIIT     ILLA     29     OOTOB.     1613. 

ii.  At  Aberdeen,  25  Oct.  1614,  to  Bathia  Mowat  (A.P.R.  5),  by  whom  he  had  issue  two  sons  and 
five  daughters,  viz   : — 

1.  William  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Aberdeen  25  Jan.   1617  (ib.  20),  and  died  in  the  same  year. 

Buried  in  Aberdeen  7  June  {ib.  32).3 

2.  David  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Aberdeen  28  Dec.  161S-19  {ib.  22  ;  J.W.  97). 
[From  one  of  these  half-brothers  may  be  descended 

William  Wedderburn,  a  child,  buried  at  Aberdeen,  14  Feb.  1670  (A.P.R.  35). 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  son  of  William  Wedderburn,  also  buried  there,  24  May  1673  (ib.Z6). 
and 

1.  Bathia  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Aberdeen  30-31  Jan.  1616  (A.P.R.  19  ;  J.W.   97),  and  died  no 

doubt  before  June  1630,  when  her  parents  gave  the  same  name  to  another  child. 

2.  Margaret  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Aberdeen  20  Dec.  1619  {ib.  23).     She  died  in  1620,  and  was 

buried  8  Nov.  {ib.  34). 

3.  Janet  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Aberdeen  19  March  1622  (ib.  24). 

4.  Jean  Wedderburn,  baptized  in  Aberdeen  16  Feb.  1629  (ib.  25). 

5.  Bathia  Wedderburn,  baptized  iu  Aberdeen  12  June  1630  (ib.  26). 

After  1650  (marriages)  and  1630  (births)  the  registers  of  Aberdeen  contain  no  material  entries  for 
over  a  century  and  a  half,  and  the  later  descent,  if  any,  from  William  Wedderburn  aud  Marjorie  Annand 
is  left  without  proof.  In  later  years,4  however,  we  again  find  the  name  in  the  registers  both  of  Aberdeen 
and  of  the  parish  of  Newhills,  which  lies  some  seven  miles  to  the  north-west  of  Aberdeen.  These  entries 
may  be  classified  thus  : — 

James  Wedderburn,  gardeuer  in  Newhills  near  Aberdeen,  whose  daughter,  Christian  Wedder- 
burn, resideuter  at  Dairy,  married  at  Edinburgh,  2  March  1793,  John  Brand,  baxter  in  Portsburgh  (Ed. 
St.  C. ,  M.  2).     This  James  Wedderburn  may  be  father  to 

James  Wedderburn,  in  Whitekilns,  parish  of  Newhills,  who  had  three  children  baptized  there, 
viz.  : — 

1.  John  Wedderburn,  22  Sept.  1780   | 

2.  Mary,  26  June  1778  and  \Neiohills  Par.  Reg.     Searched  for  baptisms  1751 — 1800. 

3.  Helen,  14  Aug.  1782  ) 

William  Wedderburn,  mason  in  Aberdeen,  married,  i.,  Margaret  Black,  and  had  issue  (all 
baptized  in  Aberdeen), 

1.  John   Wedderburn,  22  Nov.  1790  (A.P.R.  27). 

2.  William  Wedderburn,  6  May  1793  (ib.  28).      He  is  identical  with  the  William  Wedderburn  (son 

of  William  Wedderburn  of  Aberdeen,  gentleman)  who  matriculated,  set.  15,  at  Balliol  College, 
Oxford,  25  Jan.  1809  (Alumni  Oxonienses  by  Joseph  Foster). 

3.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  6  Dec.  1796  (A.P.R.  29). 

4.  Jean  Wedderburn,  22  Nov.  17S8  (ib.  26).     She  married  at  Aberdeen  18  Feb.  1808,  John  Robertson 

of  Aberdeen  (ib.  10  ;  and  Scots'  Mag.  1808,  p.  315). 
If,  as  seems  clear,  this  William  Wedderburn  is   identical  with  the  person  of  his  name  ("  mason  in 
Aberdeen  "  mentioned  later),  he  married,  ii.,  at  Aberdeen,  20  Sept.  1801,  Elizabeth  Smith  (A.P.R.  9),  but 
whether  or  no  there  was  issue  of  this  marriage  does  not  appear.     He  died  in  Nov.  1819,  and  was  buried  in 
Aberdeen  {ib.  37). 


Four  other  persons  of  the  name  are  also  mentioned,  viz.  : — 

1.  Adam  Wedderburn,  married  at  Aberdeen,  2  May  1793,  Ann  Smith  (ib.  8). 

2.  John  Wedderburn  married  to  Helen  Leys  and  had  a  son. 

3.  George  Wedderburn,  baptized  at  Aberdeen  9  Oct.  1806  (ib.  30),  and 

4.  George  Wedderburn,  witness  to  the  said  baptism  of  his  namesake  (ib.  30). 

1  This  had  been  already  published  in  1613.     See  David  Wedderburn's  "  In  obitu  summa;  spei  principis 

Henrici  Jacobi  vi.  regis  filii  primogeniti  lessus,"  4to.  Edin.  1613. 

2  See  J.W.  97  where  the  date  is  given  as  23  Oct. 

3  See  again  J.W.  97  where  the  year  of  his  death  is  wrongly  given  as  1620. 

4  I  have  a  note,  too,  of  a  single  reference  in  the  parish  registers  of  Monquhitter  (searched  1670 — 1800  for 

baptisms,  1693 — 1800  for  marriages),  viz.,  "  1696,  Jan.,  William  Reed  and  Blspet  Wedderburn  " 
(married). 
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Part  VI.  Aberdeen  Parish  Registers,  1563 — 1854. 

Chap.   II.  

Marriages,    1568—1649,   1793— 1854. 

1.  1578.  March  4.  The  banns  of  Marriage  betwix  Wilzem  Wederburne  and  Mariorie  Annand  was 
thrys  lawfully  proelaimit  ....  Married  6  July  1578.1 

Malcom  Wederburne,  Jonett  Knowis  mareit  14  May  1588. 

Mr.  Dauid  Wedderburne  and  Jonat  Johnstoune  mareit  the  last  of  April  be  Johne 
Loch. 

Mathew  Robertson  and  Mariorie  Wedderburn  17  Feby.  1614.   Mareit  be  Mr.  James. 

Mr.  Dauid  Wedderburne  and  Bathia  Mowatt.  Mareit  the  28  of  October  1614  be 
Mr.  Willans. 

Mr.  William  Wedderburn  and  Margratt  Tullidaff. 

Mr.  William  Wedderburne  and  Agnes  Howisoue.  Mariet  the  22  day  of  November. 

8.  1793.  May  2.  Adam  Wedderburn,  Pensioner  in  Aberdeen  and  Ann  Smith  there,  lawful  daughter 
of  the  deceased  William  Smith,  late  Blacksmith  in  Upper  Banchory.  Wit: 
Aiexr  Duncan,  thread-miller  in  Aberdeen,  and  Wm.  Chalmers,  mason  there. 

9.  1801.  Sept.  20.  By  the  Rev.  Bishop  John  Skinner,  Minister  of  S.  Andrew's  Chapel  iu  Aberdeeu, 
were  lawfully  married  in  the  said  Chapel  after  due  proclamation  of  Banns, 

William  Wedderburn,  masson  in  Aberdeeu  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith  there  daughter 
of  the  decd  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  late  masson  in  Aberdeen,  Iu  presence  of  these 
witnesses  Charles  McCombie  Coal  Broker  in  Aberdeen  and  John  Christie 
Coach  Maker  in  the  parish  of  Old  Machar. 

10.  1808.  Feb.  18.  In  the  Bride's  Father's  house  in  Aberdeen,  were  married  by  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop 
John  Skinner  of  S.  Andrew's  Chapel  in  Aberdeen  John  Robertson  Esqre., 
Merchant  in  Aberdeen  and  Miss  Jane  Wedderburn  there  Daughter  of  Mr. 
William  Wedderburn,  mason  in  Aberdeen,  in  presence  of  these  Witnesses 
William  Cartier,  Merchant  iu  Aberdeen,  and  Andrew  Black,  Farmer  in  the 
parisli  of  Old  Machar. 

11.  1851.  After  due  proclamation  of  Banns,  George  Wedderburn  Serg' Major  in  the  1st  Royals 
presently  iu  Aberdeeu,  was,  on  the  23d  April  1851,  married  at  Aberdeen  to 
Margaret  Leith  Smith  Daur.  of  John  Smith,  Military  Librarian  iu  Aberdeen 
by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Dewar,  Minister  of  South  Parish  Aberdeen,  in  presence  of 
James  Rutherford  Barrack  Master  and  James  Henry  Color  Serg'  1st  Royals 
both  in  Aberdeen.3 

Births,  1563-1630,  1788—1854. 

William  Wedderburne  and  Mariorie  Annande  ane  son  in  Marriage  callit  David. 
William  Wedderburne  and  Mariorie  Annande  a  daughter  named  Isbell. 
William  Wedderburne  and  Mariorie  Annande  a  son  named  George. 
William  Wedderburne  and  Mariorie  Annande  a  daughter  named  Besse. 
Malcom  Wedderburne — Jonat  Knowis,  sone  in  marriage  callit  Robert. 
William  Wedderburne  and  Mariorie  Annand,  a  Daur.  iu  Mareage  callit  Mariorie. 
Mr.  David  Wedderburne  and  Janet  Johnstouu  ane  son  named  —  [name  not  given]. 

Robeit   Johnstoun    of  Cremond,  baillie  William    Gray   and   John   Tullidatf 

witnesses. 

19.  1616.  Jany.  30.  Mr.  Dauid  Wedderburne  and  Bathia  Mowatt  ane  Daur.  named  Bathia.  Wit: 
Dauid  Rutherfurd,  baillie,  Walter  Robertsone,  Samuell  Maisson,  Alex1'  Duff, 
witnesses. 

20.  1617.     Jany.  25.     Mr.  Dauid  Wedderburne  and  Bathia  Mowet  a  son  named  William. 

21.  161S.     Dec.      28.     Mr.  Dauid  Wedderburne  and  Bethia  Mowet  a  lawful  son  Dauid. 

22.  1619.     Dec.      20.     Mr.  Dauid  Wedderburne  and  Bethia  Mowet  a  daughter  named  Margrat. 

23.  1622.     March  19.     Mr.  Dauid  Wedderburne  and  Bethia  Mowet  a  daughter  named  Janet. 

(Blank  Feb.  1625— April  1628.) 

24.  1629.     Feby.   16.     Mr.  Dauid  Wedderburne  and  Bethia  Mowet  a  daughter  named  Jeane. 

25.  1630.     June     12.     Mr.  Dauid  Wedderburne  and  Bethia  Mowet  a  daughter  named  Bethia. 
(There  is  no  entry  relating  to  Wedderburns  between  1630  and  1788.) 

26.  1788.  Nov.  22.  William  Wedderburn,  Mason,  and  Margaret  Black  his  wife  had  a  Daur.  born 
named  Jean,  Bapd  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Skinner,  John  Kiloh,  Merchant, 
and  John  Black,  Mason,  witnesses. 

Said  William  Wedderburn  and  Margaret  Black  a  son  named  John.    Witnesses, 

ut  sup. 
Said  William  Wedderburn  and  Margaret  Black  a  son  named  William.     Witnesses, 

John  Black,  Mason  and  Wm.  Black  both  in  Aberdeen. 
Said  William  Wedderburn  and  Margaret  Black  a  son  named  Alexander.     Wit: 

John  Black,  mason,  and  George  Allardyce,  wright  here  [Inserted  at  June  1797]. 
John  Wedderburn,  labourer,  and   his  spouse  Helen  Leys  had  a  son  born  named 

George,   bapd  by  the  Rev.   Mr.   Bryce  in  presence  of   George  Wedderburn, 

Labourer  and  Alex.  Smith,  weaver,  Aberdeen. 
31.     1854.     June     12.     George    Wedderburn,    Pensioner,    and    Marg'    Leith    Smith    a   daughter  name 

Chi-istina  Isabella  bapd  30  Aug.  by  Rev.  John   Wilson.     Wit:  John  Smith 

and  John  Campbell,   Pensioners.2 

1  There  is  another  entry  of  the  above  in  a  separate  part  of  the  Register,  the  names  only  being  given. 

2  See  post,  p.  488. 
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Burials,    1560—1836.  Part  VI. 

32.  1617.     June      7.     William  Wedderburne  aone  to  Mr.  Dauid  Wedderbume  bureit  in  the  Auld  Kirk. 

33.  1620.     June     16.     William  Wedderburne  (p.)1  bureit  in  the  Auld  Kirk. 

34.  1620.     Nov.       8.     Margaret  Wedderburne  (p.)  bureit  in  the  Auld  Kirk. 

(The  Register  is  blank,  1622-60.) 

35.  1670.     Feb.     14.     William  Wadderburn  ane  chyld  the  14th  day  of  Feb.  1670. 

36.  1673.     May     24.     Alexander   Waderburn    soun    to    Wm.  Waderburn   was    Interred     the     24    ot 

May  1673. 
(The  Register  is  again  blank,  1687  to  1793.) 

37.  1819.     Nov.     23.     William  Wedderburn,  Mason— Mortcloth,  8/4. 

Sect.  II. — The  Wedderburns  at  Fyvie,  co.  Aberdeen,  1685 — 1715. 

There  was  evidently  a  numerous  family  of  this  name  resident  from  1685 — 1716  in  this  parish,  the 
registers  of  which  have  been  searched,  1685 — 1800.  The  information  they  give  is  very  broken,  but  may 
be  summarized  as  follows  : — 

1.  Patrick  Wedderburn  in  Overmoor,  named  as  a  witness  15  July  16S5  (F.P.R.  1). 

2.  Adam  'Wedderburn,  who  had  a  son  Patrick  'Wedderburn,  baptized  15  June  1685  (F.P.R.  6), 
and,  if,  as  seems  probable,  he  is  the  same  as  Adam  Wedderburn  in  Lethante,  also  other  issue,  viz., 
William  Wedderburn,  baptized  23  Aug.  1690  (ib.  11)  ;  Janet,  5  Dec.  1706  (ib.  21)  ;  Jean,  4  April 
1708  (ib.  22)  ;  Margaret,  15  May  1709  {ib  23)  ;  Elizabeth,  26  Oct.  1711  (ib.  24)2 ;  and  yet  another 
Elizabeth,  8  Jan.  1714  (ib.  25).  He  is  possibly  also  the  same  as  Adam  Wedderburn,  elder,  in  Fetter- 
letter,  and,  if  so,  is  probably  father  to  Adam  Wedderburn,  younger,  in  Fetterletter,  who  married 
Elspet  Smart,  29  June  1704  (ib.  4). 

Patrick  Wedderburn,  son  of  Adam,  is,  no  doubt,  to  be  identified  with  Peter  Wedderburn  in  Lethante 
who  had  two  daughters,  viz.,  Janet,  baptized  28  Feb.  1714  (ib.  26),  and  Margaret,  baptized 
21  Jan.  1716  (ib.  27). 

3.  John  Wedderburn  in  Darnabo,  probably  the  person  of  his  name  who  m.  Isobell  Petrie 
17  Dec.  1685  (ib.  1),  is  named  as  having  three  children  baptized,  viz.,  James  Wedderburn,  11  Nov.  1686 
(ib.  7)  ;  Jean,  27  Oct.  1687  (ib.  8)  ;  and  Margaret,  16  Oct.  1688  (ib.  9).  It  is  possible  that  he  may  be 
identical  with  one  of  three  other  persons  also  named  in  the  register,  viz., 

4.  John  Wedderburn  in  Muirfoord-land,  who  had  issue,  John  Wedderburn,  baptized  17  Oct. 
1692  (ib.  14)  :  William  Wedderburn,  4  Nov.  1694  (ib.  17)  ;  and  Helen,  6  Dee.  1696  {ib.  20). 

5.  John  Wedderburn  in  Stonmanhill,  who  was  father  to  John  Wedderburn,  bapt.  8  Nov.  1694 
(ib.  18) ;  and  Jean,  28  Dec.  1690  (ib.  12) ;  Janet,  15  Jan.  1693  (ib.  15)  ;  and  Isobell,  3  March  1696  (ib.  19). 

6.  John  Wedderburn  in  Badichel,  whose  daughter  Margaret  was  baptized  12  Jan.  1890  (ib.  9). 

7.  William  Wedderburn  in  Badichel  had  a  daughter  Elizabeth  baptized  8  Feb.  1691  (ib.  13). 
He  may  be  identical  with  the  "William  in  Andrew's-foord  who  had  a  son  William  Wedderburn, 
baptized  28  Oct.  1694  (ib.  16).  It  is  probably  this  son  William  (in  Cottoun  of  Gight)  who  had  a  son 
Adam  Wedderburn  baptized  4  March  1716  {ib.  28). 

8.  In  addition  to  the  above  the  marriage  register  records  the  marriages  of  (a)  Margaret  Wedderburn 
to  William  Craib,  15  June  1691  (ib.  2)  ;  (6)  Helen  Wedderburn  to  John  Stevenson,  10  Jan.  1695  (ib.  3)  ; 
and  (c)  Jean  Wedderburn  to  John  Ironsyd,  15  July  1714  (ib.  5). 

Fyvie  Parish  Registers,  1685—1800. 


Marriages. 
Note.— The  early  part  of  this  register  is  decayed  by  damp,  and  so  is  the  part  before  and  after  1711. 

1.  16S5.     Dec.      17-     John   Wedderburn  and  Isobel  Petrie  were  married   by  the  minister  upon  the 

17th  day  of  (illegible,  but  among  December  entries),  1685  before  their  wit- 
nesses Thomas  ...  in  Mains  of  Fyvie  and  .  .  .  Sinclair  in  .  .  .  and  others. 

2.  1691.     June     15.     William    Craib  of  Monwhether  and  Margaret  Wedderburn  in  this   parish  were 

married.     Witnesses  John  Thomson  in  Miltoun,  &c. 

3.  1695.     Jan.      10.     John  Stevenson  and   Hellen  Wedderburn   both    in    this   parish   were  married. 

Witnesses  Adam  Pautoun,  &c. 

4.  1704.     June     29.     The  said  day  Adam  Wedderburn  in  Fetterletter  and  Elspet  Smart  in  Lethenty 

were   married.      Witnesses   Adam   Wedderburn   elder   in   Fetterletter   and 
Thomas  Smart  in  Lethenty. 

5.  1714.     July      15.     John  Ironsyd  and  Jean  Wedderburn   was   orderlie   married   in  the    church    of 

Fyvie  before  several  witnesses. 

Note. — No  subsequent  entries  of  Wedderburn,  but  the  register  is  defective  or  blank   1707-12,  1717-28, 
1734-83. 

1  The  "  p."  may  indicate  payment  of  dues. 

a  This  Elizabeth  may  be  the  daughter  of  his  son  Patrick.     See  F.P.R.  24. 
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Part  VI.  Baptisms  (Fyvie  J. 

Chap.  II.      6.     1685.     July     15.     Patrick  Wedderburn,  lawful  son  to  A.  ..  Wedderburn  was  baptised  upon  the  15th 

day  July  1685  before  thir  witnesses  Patrick  Wedderburn  in  Overnioor  fund 

land  and  J  .  .  Wedderburn  in  Darnabo. 

7.  1686.     Nov.      11.     James  Wedderburn,  lawful  son  to  John  Wedderburn  in  Darnabo  was  baptised 

upon  the  11th  day  of  November  1686  before  thir  witnesses  James  Petrie  in 
Netheruiuir  fund  land  and  Adam  Wedderburn  there. 

8.  1687.     Oct.      27.     Jean  Wedderburn,  lawful  daughter  to  John  Wedderburn  in  Darnabo  was  baptised 

upon  the  27th  day  of  October  1687  before  thir  witnesses  Gilbert  Clark  in 
Darnabo  and  Peter  Hunter  there,  etc. 

9.  1688.     Oct.      16.     Margaret   Wedderburn,  lawful  daughter  to  John  Wedderburn  in  Darnabo   was 

baptised  upon  the  16tb  day  of  October  1688  before  thir  witnesses  Gilbert 
Clerk  in  Darnabo  and  James  Petrie  in  Muirfund  land,  etc. 

10.  1690.     Jan.       12.     The  said  day  was  baptised  by  the  minister  Margrat  Wedderburn,  lawful  daughter 

to  John  Wedderburn  in  Badichel :  witnesses  John  Milne  iu  the  parish  of 
Monwhetter  and  John  Milne  in  Badichel. 

11.  1690.     Aug.     23.     The  said  day  was  baptised  by  the  minister  William  Wedderburn,  lawful  son  to 

Adam  Wedderburn  in  Lethenty :  witnesses  William  Gray  there,  and  William 
Hunter  iu  Woodhead  of  Fetter-letter. 

12.  1690.     Dec.      28.     The  said  day  was  baptised  by  the  miuister  Jean  Wedderburn,  lawful  daughter  to 

John  Wedderburn  in  Stonmanhill:  witnesses  John  Findlay  there,  Andrew 
Chapman  there. 

13.  1691.     Feb.        8.     The  said  day  was  baptised  by  the  minister  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  lawful  son  (sic) 

to  William  Wedderburn  in  Badichell.     Witnesses  John  Wedderburn  there, 
George  Bruice  there. 

14.  1692.     Oct.       17.     The  said  day  was  baptised  by  the  minister  John  Wedderburn,  lawful  son  to  John 

Wedderburn   in    Muirfound-land.       Witnesses    William   Wilson   and   John 
Milne  in  Roshead. 

15.  1693.     Jan.      15.     The  said  day  was  baptised  Janet  Wedderburn,  lawful  daughter  to  John  Wedder- 

burn in  Stonmanhill  :    witnesses   John   Fiudlay    elder   and   John   Findlay 
younger  in  Stonmanhill. 

16.  1604.     Oct.      28.     William  Wedderburn,  lawful  son  to  William  Wedderburn  in  Andrewsfoord  was 

baptised :    witnesses  William    Smith   in    Mains    of    Criechie   and    William 
Mackie  in  Old  Meldrum. 

17.  1694.     Nov.       4.     The  said  day  was  baptised  William  Wedderburn,  lawful  son  to  John  Wedderburn 

in  Muirfoundland  :  witnesses  George  Bruce  in  Badichell  and  George  Miln  in 
the  parish  of  Monwhetter. 

18.  1694.     Nov.        8.     The  said  day  was  baptised  John  Wedderburn,  lawful  son  to  John  Wedderburn  in 

Stonmanhill  :  witnesses  John  Findlay  there  aud  Adam  Wedderburn. 

19.  1696.     March     3.     John    Wedderburn   in    Stonmanhill    had    a    daughter    baptised   called   Isobell. 

Witnesses  John  Findlay,  etc. 

20.  1696.     Dec.        6.     John    Wedderburn    in    Muirfundlan(d)    had    a    child    baptised    called    Helen. 

Witness  John  Steinsoue  aud  Adam  Wedderburn,  both  there. 

21.  1706.     Dec.      5.     Adam  Wedderburn  in  Lethante  had  a   child  baptized  called  Janet.     Witnesses 

Alexander  Gammoch,  &c. 

22.  1708.     April     4.     Adam    Wedderburn   in  Lethante   had  a  child   baptised   called  Jean.     Witnesses 

Alexander  Gammoch,  etc. 

23.  1709.     May     15.     Adam  Wedderburn  in  Lethaute  had  a  child  baptised  called  Margaret.  Witnesses 

Alexander  Gammoch,  etc. 

24.  1711.     Oct.      26.     Wedderburn  in  Lethante  had  a  child  baptized  called  Elizabeth.     Witnesses 

Alexander  Gammoch,  etc. 

25.  1714.     Jan.        8.     Adam  Wedderburn  in  Lethante  had  a  child  baptised  called  Elizabeth.     Witnesses 

Peter  Wedderburn,  etc. 

26.  1714.     Feb.      28.     Peter  Wedderburn  in  Lethaute  had  a  child   baptised  called  Jannet.     Witnesses 

William  Wedderburn,  etc. 

27.  1716.     Jan.      22.     Peter  Wedderburn  in  Lethante  had  a  child  baptised  called  Margaret.     Witnesses 

William  Wedderburn,  etc. 

28.  1716.     March    4.     William  Wedderburn  in  Cottoune  of  Gight  had  a  child    baptised  called  Adam. 

Adam  Wedderburn  and  Peter  Wedderburn  witnesses. 
Note. — There  are  no  subsequent  entries  of  Wedderburn  baptisms,  but  the  register  is  blank  for  1727-29. 

Burials. 
The  register  covers  1783-88  only,  and  contains  no  Wedderburn  entries.1 


Sect.  Ill— The   Wedderbums  in  Old  Meldrum,  1718—1890. 

I  have  already  (ante  p.  477),  given  an  account  of  William  Wedderburn,  minister  at  Bethelnie,  in 
1633-42.  From  him,  I  make  little  doubt,  descended  the  following  family  at  Old  Meldrum  (which  lies 
slightly  to  the  south  of  Bethelnie),  although  the  comparatively  late  date  at  which  the  Old  Meldrum 
registers  begin,  prevent  absolute  proof  of  the  descent. 

1  The  Rev.  J.  A.  Milne,  minister  of  Fyvie,  informs  me  that  several  of  the  name  are  buried  in  the  church- 
yard, but  with  no  stones  or  inscriptions.     See  post,  p.  488. 
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These  registers  have  been  searched  down   to   1806-12-18  (post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  489),    that  of  baptisms  Part  VI. 
beginning  in  1713,  of  marriages  in  1752,  while  that  of  deaths  is  very  irregular.1     From  them,  however,  we  Chap.  II. 
get  the  following  facts  : — 

1.  William  Wedderburn  in  Old  Bethelnie,  to  whom  the  three  earliest  baptismal  entries  refer,  had 
three  children  baptized,  viz.,  Helen,  13  July  1718  (O.M.P.R.  1) ;  William  Wedderburn,  6'  Nov.  1720 
(ib.  2),  who  no  doubt  died  before  the  birth  of  his  younger  brother;  and  William  Wedderburn, 
29  June  1732  (ib.  3). 

2.  This  William  in  Old  Bethelnie  is  distinct  from  William  Wedderburn  described  as  "  gardener 
at  Meldrum,"  to  whom  the  next  three  entries  refer,  and  who  also  had  three  children  baptized,  viz., 
Jane,  17  Aug.  1723  {ib.  4)  ;  William  Wedderburn,  7  July  1725  (ib.  5)  ;  and  Elizabeth,  17  Aug.  1727 
(ib.  6) ,  who  probably  died  before  1738,  May  8.  This  William,  gardener  at  Meldrum,  is  probably 
identical  with 

2  a.  William  Wedderburn  in  Forrester-hill,  to  whom  the  next  two  entries  refer,  being  those  of 
the  baptisms  of  two  daughters,  Elizabeth,  8  May  1738  (ib.  7),  who  is  probably  the  Elspet  Wedderburn 
who  married  at  Old  Meldrum  19  June— 8  July  1756  (ib.  24),  John  Gray  ;  and  Isobel,  17  May  1741  (ib.  8), 
who  is  probably  the  Isobel  Wedderburn  who  married  at  Old  Meldrum  8  Dec.  1770 — 10  May  1771  (ib.  26) 
George  Bothwell ;  and  he  may  even  be  the  same  as, 

2  b.  William  Wedderburn  in  Tulloch,  who  is  named  in  the  next  entry  as  having  had  baptized  a 
son,  George  Wedderburn.  22  July  1744  (ib.  9). 

Of  William  Wedderburn  in  Forrester-hill  we  have  some  other  information,  as  in  the  churchyard  of 
Old  Aberdeen  there  is  (1893)  a  tombstone  which  so  far  as  it  is  legible  bears  this  inscription  : — "To  the 
memory  of  William  Wedderburn,  late  gardener  at  Forrester-hill,  who  died  20  Dec.  1764  aged  74  years. 
Also  his  spouse  Elizabeth  Edward  who  died  7  January  1769  aged  77  years.  Likewise  Elizabeth  Wedder- 
burn daughter  of  James  Wedderburn,  farmer  at  Craibstone2  .  .  .  ."  (at  this  point  the  stone  has  sunk  too 
far  into  the  ground  for  the  words  to  be  legible). 

Thus,  if  the  above  identification  of  William  Wedderburn,  "  gardener  at  Meldrum,"  "  gardener  at 
Forrester-hill,"  and  "in  Tulloch"  is  correct,  we  have  two  persons  of  the  name  mentioned  in  the  Old 
Meldrum  register,  1713-44,  viz., 

i.  William  Wedderburn  in  Old  Bethelnie,  who  had  three  children,  Helen,  William,  and  William 
(1718,  1720,  1723). 

ii.  'William  Wedderburn  in  Old  Meldrum,  etc.,  born  1690,  died  1764,  having  had  by  his  wife, 
Elizabeth  Edward  (born  1692,  died  1769),  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  viz.,  William  Wedderburn, 
born  1725  ;  George  "Wedderburn,  born  1744;  and  Jane,  b.  1723,  married  1747-48  George  Jamieson3; 
Elizabeth,  born  1727  ;  Elizabeth,  born  1738,  married  1756  John  Gray  ;  Isabel,  born  1741,  married 
1771  George  BothweU. 

The  next  entries  in  the  Old  Meldrum  baptismal  register  refer  to  the  children  of 

iii.  "William  Wedderburn  in  Wardend  of  Old  Meldrum,"   born  1749 — 1762.     He  is,  no  doubt, 

the  son  of  either,  1,  William  Wedderburn  in  Old  Bethelnie  or,  2,  William  Wedderburn  in  Old  Meldrum 

and  Forrester-hill,  but  which  it  is  now  impossible  to  say.     From  him,  however,  the  descent  is  much  more 

clearly  traceable. 

I  have  not  ascertained  whom  he  married,  but  from  the  baptismal  register  of  Old  Meldrum  it  appears 

that  he  had  three  sons  and  three  daughters  baptized  there,  1749-1762,  viz.  : — 

1.  John  Wedderburn,  baptized  26  Feb.  1749  (ib.  10),  of  whom  nothing  is  ascertained. 

2.  Keith  Wedderburn,  baptized  19  May  1757  (ib.  14),  of  whom  later. 

3.  William  Wedderburn,  baptized  5  May  1762  (ib.  15),  and  no  doubt  to  be  identified  with  the  person 

of  that  name  in  the  parish  of  Old   Meldrum,  who  there  married   Janet  Duncan  of  that  parish, 
11-25  Nov.  1792  (ib.  30.) 
and 

1.  Isobel,  baptized  28  Jan.  1750  (ib.  11),  who  is  probably  the  person  who  married  at  Old  Meldrum, 

27  July,  22  Aug.  1771,  James  Prot  of  Fyvie  (ib.  27.) 

2.  Janet,  baptized  10  March  1752  (ib.  12).     This  is  no  doubt  the  Janet  Wedderburn  who  married  at 

Old  Meldrum,  16  July,  9  Aug.  1791,  John  Milne  of  Fyvie  (ib.  29). 

3.  Jean,  baptized  3  Nov.  1754  [ib.  13.) 

iv.  Keith  Wedderburn,  baptized  at  Old  Meldrum,  19  May  1757  (ib.  14),  is  designed  in  the  parish 
register  as  "in  Chapelhouses "  (1782),  and  later  (1784),  as  in  New  Well  or  New  Wall  (ib.  16-17).  He 
married  in  17S2,  at  Old  Meldrum,  Barbara  Chrystie  (ib.  28),  and  by  her  had  issue4  : — 

Joseph  Wedderburn,  baptized  1782  (ib.  16).     See  below, 
and 

Rachel,  baptized  24  Nov.  1784  (ib.  17),  and  no  doubt  the  Rachel  Wedderburn,  who  married  at 
Old  Meldrum,  14-30  June  1807,  George  Gordon  of  that  parish  (ib.  33),  and  died  a  widow  fet.  77, 
30  Dec.  1861,  at  Old  Meldrum. 

1  The  only  material  entry  of  a  death  is  "  1749  March  1.     Alexander  Wedderburn  in  Wardend  of  Old 

Meldrum  died  of  ..."  I  have  not  been  able  to  identify  this  person,  who  is  not  named  in  the 
baptismal  register  as  the  father  to  any  children.  Perhaps  he  was  a  brother  of  William,  gardener  at 
Old  Meldrum. 

2  This  "  James  Wedderburn  "  has  not  been  identified. 

3  This  marriage  is  entered  in  both  the  Auchterless  and  the  Turriff  registers.     Thus,  "  1747  May  21,  George 

Jamieson  in  this  parish  having  contracted  with  Jean  Wedderburn  in  the  parish  of  Turriff,  etc.,  they 
were  proclaimed  (1)  May  22,  (2)  May  29,  (3)  June  5  and  married  June  9  (Auchterless  Par.  Reg.).  See 
also  the  Turriff  Par.  fieg.,  s.  date  1748  May  22.  It  is  the  only  mention  of  the  name  of  Wedderburn 
in  that  register,  1696—1800. 

4  He  may  have  had  other  children,  but  no  others  are  named  in  the  Old  Meldrum  registers. 
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Part  VI.  Elizabeth?    There  is  no   entry  of  her  baptism,  but  the  person  of  her  name,  who  married  at  Old 

Chap.  II.  Meldrum,  10-26  May  1812,  Thomas  Gordon  of  that  parish  {ib.  34),  is  probably  a  daughter  of  Keith 

Wedderburn. 

v.  Joseph  Wedderburn,  baptized  at  OH  Meldrum,  15  Jan.  1782  {ib.  16),  died,  3  Dec.  1828,  aat. 
47,  buried  at  Old  Meldrum,  was  a  farmer  at  New  Wells.  He  married,  29  June — 14  July  1805,  at  Old 
Meldrum  {ib.  32),  Helen  Gordon,  daughter  to  George  Gordon,  and  by  her  (born  1779,  died  3  Aug.  1834, 
set.  55,  buried  at  Old  Meldrum),'  had  issue  four  sons  and  four  daughters3  : — 

1.  Joseph  Wedderburn,  baptized  at  Old  Meldrum,  6  Dec.  1812  {ib.  21).     He  emigrated  to  Canada, 

where  he  lived  at  one  time  near  Flora,  and  later  in  the  township  of  Seneca  and  Oneida,  co. 
Haldimand.  He  married  (1)  Ellen  'Webster,  no  doubt  in  Scotland ;  (2)  Helen  Finnle, 
widow,  of  Old  Meldrum.  He  had  a  family  of  ten  children  by  his  first  wife,3  viz.  : — 
{a)  Alexander  Wedderburn,  d.s.p.  ;  (6)  John  Wedderburn,  now  of  Michigan,  U.S. 
Married  and  has  issue;  (c)  William  Wedderburn,  d.s.p.  ;  (d)  George  Wedderburn,  now 
of  Michigan,  U.S.  Married  and  has  issue  ;  {e)  James  Wedderburn,  also  of  Michigan  ;  and 
{a)  Christina,  m.  Henri/  Jackson  of  Clanbrassil,  co.  Haldimand,  Ontario,  and  has  issue.  (6)  Anne, 
m.  John  McHaltie  of  Cedar  Springs,  Michigan,  and  has  issue,  (c)  Elsie,  m.  William  Briggs  of 
Michigan,  and  died  leaving  issue,  (d)  Ellen,  m.  —  Worm,  and  died  leaving  a  daughter, 
(e)  Rachel,  m.  John  Jackson  of  Clanbrassil,  Ontario,  and  has  issue. 

2.  John  Wedderburn,  baptized   at  Old   Meldrum,  12  July  1818  {ib.  23),  went  to  Turriff,  where  he 

died  4  Dec.  1862,  ret.  44,  and  is  buried  in  the  churchyard  there.  He  married  Catherine  Simpson, 
and  by  her  who  died  at  Turriff,  ret.  76,  in  1858,  had  issue  four  children,  (1)  John  Wedderburn, 
bom  1850,  died  at  Turriff,  set.  11,  March  10,  1861.  (2)  William  Wedderburn,  (1,  Water  Lane, 
Turriff),  married  Oct.  23  at  Turriff,  17  June  1876.  Barbara  Mary  Marr,  daughter  of  Andrew 
Marr,  and  by  her  (b.  1853),  had  issue  : — (o)  John  Leiper  Wedderburn,  born  at  Turriff, 
16  Jan.  1879,  died  there,  10  June  1888.  (6)  William  Wedderburn,  born  at  Turriff,  4  July 
1880.  (c)  James  Morrison  Wedderburn,  born  at  Turriff,  3  June  1853,  died  there,  15  June 
1888.  (d)  Andrew  Marr  Wedderburn,  born  at  Turriff,  18  March  1886.  (e)  George  Wedder- 
burn, born  at  Turriff,  10  Jan.  1889.  (/)  Alexander  Wedderburn,  born  at  Turriff,  1892; 
and  {g)  Catherine,  born  at  Turriff,  12  June  1882,  died  there,  13  June  1882.  (ft)  Helen,  born 
at  Turriff,  30  June  1890,  died  there,  20  July,  set.  3  weeks.  (3)  Helen.  (4)  Ann,  born  at  Turriff 
27  March  1857,  died  there  13  April  1865,  ret.  8. 

3.  James  Wedderburn,  baptized  1820.     Married  in  this  country,  and  went  to  Canada  and  later  to 

America,  U.S.     Had  issue  one  son. 

4.  George  Wedderburn,  twin  with  James.     Married  at  Turriff,  16  June  1847,  Elizabeth  Murray. 

d.  to  Alexander  Murray,  and  had  issue  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  died  young.4 
He  died  1  March  1874,  and  is  buried  at  Old  Meldrum.     His  widow  remarried,  at  Old  Meldrum, 
18  Dec.  1875,  Thomas  Finnie  of  New  Pitsligo. 
and 

5.  Anne,  baptized  13  Nov.  1806  ;  married  James  Gray,  and  had  issue.     Died  at  Old  Meldrum  19  Feb. 

1873.     Buried  at  Old  Meldrum. 

6.  Elizabeth,  baptized  24  April  1808  ;  married  Alexander   Webster,  and  had  issue.     Died  about  1851. 

7.  Rachel,  baptized  24  June  1810  ;    married  John  Nicholson,  and  had  issue.     Died  1871  ;  buried  at 

Macduff  churchyard. 

8.  Helen,  baptized  April  1816  ;  married  James    Gordon,  and   had   issue.     She   died,    ret.  49,  at    Old 

Meldrum,  24  March  1866.     Buried  at  Old  Meldrum. 

1  The  following  is  the  inscription  on  their  tombstone  in  Old  Meldrum  churchyard,  "  Erected  by  George 
Wedderburn,  merchant,  Old  Meldrum,  in  memory  of  his  father  Joseph  Wedderburn,  farmer,  New 
Wells,  who  died  3  December  1828,  aged  47,  and  his  mother  Helen  Gordon,  died  3  August  1834,  aged 
55,  and  George  Wedderburn,  died  1  March  1874  aged  53." 

3  This  part  of  the  account  of  the  Old  Meldrum  family  has  been  compiled  from  both  the  parish  registers 
and  information  contained  in  letters  (1891)  to  me  from  two  of  the  descendants  of  Joseph  Wedderburn 
in  New  Wells,  viz.,  his  great  grandson,  James  Gordon  of  Tillycairn,  Old  Meldrum,  a  grandson  of 
Helen  Wedderburn  and  James  Gordon,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Webster  (3,  Distillery  Road,  Old 
Meldrum),  a  daughter  of  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  and  Alexander  Webster.  Mrs.  Finnie,  the  widow 
of  his  son  George,  has  also  added  some  more  particulars.  James  Gordon  erroneously  gives  the  names 
of  his  great  uncles  as  John,  George,  Alexander,  and  James. 

Among  J.W.'s  papers  is  a  letter  (J.  W.  98)  received  by  him  from  George  Garioch,  the  minister 
of  Old  Meldrum,  dated  6  July  1837,  in  which  he  says  that  some  years  ago  there  had  been  found 
on  the  site  of  the  old  manse  of  Bethelnay  a  stone,  probably  the  top  stone  of  the  door  of  the  manse 
there,  which  had  the  words  "William  Wedderburn"  cut  on  it.  He  adds,  "there  is  just  one  family 
of  Wedderburns  in  this  parish,"  but  they  could  give  no  information  about  the  minister  of 
Bethelnay. 

3  The  statements  as  to   this  family  are  given  on  the  authority  of  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Mitchell  of  Thorold 

Ontario,  and  the  Rev.  Alexander  Webster  of  Kilmarnock,  both  nephews  of  Joseph  Wedderburn's  first 
wife.  They  differ  as  to  her  christian  name,  Mr.  Webster  giving  it  as  Christian,  Mr.  Mitchell 
as  above. 

4  Mrs.    Finnie   gives  their   names  : — George,   born   at    Turriff ;    Alexander,    born    at   Turriff,   died    un- 

married, ret.  19,  10  Aug.  1870  at  Old  Meldrum;  Mary,  born  at  Turriff,  died,  ret.  8,  19  Jan.  1861  at 
Old  Meldrum  ;  Elizabeth  Read,  born  at  Kinnethmont  1855,  died,  ret.  6,  8  Jan.  1861  at  Old  Meldrum  ; 
George,  born  at  Kinnethmont  1857,  died,  ret.  3,  8  Jan.  1861  at  Old  Meldrum. 
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Old  Meldrum  Parish  Register. 


Part  VI. 
Chap.  II. 


1. 

1718. 

July 

13. 

2. 

1720. 

Nov. 

6. 

3. 

1723. 

June 

29. 

4. 

1723. 

Aug. 

17. 

5. 

1725. 

July 

7. 

6. 

1727. 

Aug. 

17. 

7. 

1738. 

May 

s. 

8. 

1741. 

May 

17." 

9. 

1744. 

July 

22. 

10. 

1749. 

Feb. 

26. 

11. 

1750. 

Jan. 

28. 

12. 

1752. 

Marcb 

10. 

13. 

1754. 

Nov. 

3. 

14. 

1757. 

May 

19. 

15. 

1762. 

May 

5. 

16. 

1782. 

Jan. 

15. 

17. 

1784. 

Nov. 

24. 

18. 

1806. 

Nov. 

13. 

19. 

1808. 

April 

24. 

20. 

1810. 

June 

24. 

21. 

1812. 

Dec. 

6. 

22. 

1816. 

April 

— 

23. 

1818. 

July 

12. 

Baptisms,  1718— ISIS. 

William  Wedderburn  in  Bethelnie  had  a  daughter  baptized,  Helen. 

William  Wedderburn  in  Old  Bethelnie  had  a  son  baptized,  William. 

William  Wedderburn  in  Old  Bethelnie  had  a  son  baptized,  William. 

William  Wedderburn,  gardener  at  Meldrum,  had  a  daughter  baptized,  Jane. 

William  Wedderburn,  gardener  at  Meldrum,  had  a  son  baptized,  William. 

William  Wedderburn,  gardener  at  Meldrum,  had  a  daughter  baptized,  Elizabeth. 

William  Wedderburn  in  Forrester-hill,  Meldrurn,  had  adaughter  baptized,  Elizabeth. 

William  Wedderburn  in  Forrester-hill,  Meldrum,  had  a  daughter  baptized,  Isobel. 

William  Wedderburn  iu  Tulloch,  Meldrum,  had  a  son  baptized,  George. 

William  Wedderburn  in  Wardend  of  Meldrum  a  son,  John. 

William  Wedderburn  iu  Wardend  of  Meldrum  a  daughter,  Isobel. 

William  Wedderburn  in  Wardend  of  Meldrum  a  daughter,  Janet. 

William  Wedderburn  iu  Wardend  of  Meldrum  a  daughter,  Jean. 

William  Wedderburn  in  Wardend  of  Meldrum  a  sou,  Keith. 

William  Wedderburn  in  Wardend  of  Meldrum  a  son,  William. 

Keith  Wedderburn  in  Chapelhouses,  an  ante-nuptial  child,  Joseph,  by  his  wife, 

Barbara  Chrystie. 
Keith  Wedderburn  iu  New  Wall  a  daughter,  Rachel. 
Joseph  Wedderburn  in  New  Well  a  daughter,  Anne. 
Joseph  Wedderburn  in  New  Well  a  daughter,  Elizabeth. 
Joseph  Wedderburn  (not  designed)  a  daughter,  Rachel. 
Joseph  Wedderburn  in  New  Wall  a  son,  Joseph. 
Keith  Wedderburn  iu  New  Wall  a  daughter,  Helen. 
Keith  Wedderburn  in  New  Wall  a  son,  John. 


Marriac/es,  1756—1812. 

24.  1756.     June     19.     Elspet  "Wedderburn   and   John   Gray,  both  of   this   parish,  consigned  pledges 

married  8  July. 

25.  1760.     Dec.         6.     James  Wedderburn,  par:  Edit,  and  Isobel  Forbes  of  this  parish  consigned  pledges 

married  22nd. i 

26.  1770.     Dec.        8.     George  Bothwell  and  Isabel  Wedderburn,  both  of  thi3  parish,  consigned  pledges 

married  10  May  1771. 

27.  1771.     July      27.     James  Prot,  parish  Fyvie,  and  Isabel  Wedderburn  of  this  parish  consigned  pledges 

married  22nd  Aug. 

28.  1782.     Jan.      13.     Keith    Wedderburn    and   Barbara   Chrystie,   both   of    this   parish,    contracted  ; 

married  Feb.  12. 

29.  1791.     July      16.     John  Milne,  par:  Fy  vie,  and  Janet  Wedderburn  of  this  parish  contracted  ;  married 

Aug.  9. 

30.  1792.     March  18.     William  Wedderburn  and  Janet  Duncan,  both  in  this  parish,  contracted  ;  married 

April  17. 

31.  1798.     Nov.     11.     James  Wedderburn  and  IsobellSouter,  both  in  this  parish,  contracted;  married  25th. 

32.  1805.     June     29.     Joseph  Wedderburn  and  Helen  Gordon,  both  in  this  parish,  contracted  ;  married 

July  14. 

33.  1807.     June     14.     George  Gordon  and  Rachel  Wedderburn,  both  iu  this  parish,  contracted  ;  married 

July  30. 

34.  1812.     May      10.     Thomas  Gordon  and  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  both  in  this  parish,  having  contracted 

in   order   to    marriage    and    consigned    pledges,    after    due    proclamation  ; 
married  26th. 


■Deaths. 
35.     1749.     March     1.     Alexander  Wedderburn  in  Wardend  of  Meldrum  died  of 


1  This  is  the  only  entry  relating  to  Wedderburns  which  is  not  embodied  in  the  foregoing  account.  James 
"Wedderburn  of  Ectat  has  not  been  identified,  and  the  register  of  births  of  the  parish  of  Echt,  which 
has  been  searched  1678 — 1819,  contains  no  mention  of  any  Wedderburn.  See  ante,  p.  223.  He 
moved  to  Inchmarlo,  in  the  parish  of  Banchory  Ternan,  and  had  three  daughters  baptized  there. 
Elizabeth,  22  Sept.  1772  ;  Agnes,  23  Oct.  1774,  m.  —  Fowler,  and  died  a  widow  at  Carnoustie 
28  April  1860  ;  Henrette,  6  Aug.  1776.  They  are  all  described  as  daughters  of  "  James  W.  at 
Inchmarlo  by  his  wife,  Isabell  Forbes." 

The  christian  names  of  two  of  these  three  sisters,  and  the  marriage  of  one  of  them,  enable  us 
to  connect  with  them  three  other  persons  (L.W.  25),  viz.,  John  Wedderburn,  of  1,  Princes  Place, 
Duke  Street,  S.  James,  who  died  there  24  Nov.  1846,  ret.  66  {Reg.  Somerset  House),  leaving  a  will 
(L.W.  35)  naming  his  sisters  Agnes  {Mrs.  Fowler),  Henrietta  {Mrs.  Blaclc)  Mary  (Mrs  Dean),  and 
the  late  Christian  ( Mrs.  Brand).     He  directs  his  funeral  in  old  Brompton  Cemetery. 
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Chap.  ii.  Sect.  IV. — James  We.dderbum  at  Tarves  and  his  descendants,  1798 — 1S96. 

James  Wedderburn,  whose  pareDtnge  ia  not  ascertained,1  married  6-22  Dee.  1798,  at  Old 
Meldrum,  Isobel  Souter,  daughter  of  William  Souter  of  Rayne,  eo.  Aberdeen.  He  is  described  in 
the  entry  of  his  marriage  (ante,  p.  485,  No.  31)  as  in  the  parish  of  Old  Meldrum,  which  is  only  some  four 
miles  south-west  of  Tarves,  with  which  he  seems  to  have  been  connected.  The  families  of  the  name  at 
Fyvie,  Old  Meldrum,  and  Tarves  were,  no  doubt,  closely  related,  having,  probably,  a  common  ancestor  in 
the  person  of  William  Wedderburn  of  Bethelnay.  James  Wedderburn  died  about  1830  at  Lochills 
Ellon,  co.  Aberdeen,  and  was  buried  at  Tarves  in  that  county. 

By  his  wife  (who  died  in  1857  and  was  buried  at  Tarves)  he  had  issue  (besides  two  sons  William, 
who  died  in  infancy  about  1799,  and  John,  who  died,  art.  10,  about  1812,  and  was  buried  at  Tarves)  an  only 
surviving  child. 

Forbes  Wedderburn,  born  at  Old  Meldrum,  4  Feb.  1800,2  and  died  11  March  1882,  at  Easterton, 
Cruden,  co.  Aberdeen,  where  he  is  buried  under  a  tomb  with  a  short  inscription  giving  his  age  and  the 
date  of  his  death.  He  married  at  New  Deer,  co.  Aberdeen,  in  November  1824,  Ann  Duncan,  daughter 
to  John  Duncan  of  that  parish,  and  by  her  (who  was  still  living  at  an  advanced  age  at  Easterton  in  1891) 
had  issue  seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  viz. : — 

1.  James  Wedderburn.     See  below. 

2.  John  "Wedderburn,  born  1827,  l 

3.  William  Wedderburn,  born  1833,     [      all  died  in  infancy,  and  are  buried  at  Tarves. 

4.  Andrew  Wedderburn,  born  1834,     ) 

5.  Forbes  Wedderburn .     See  post,  p.  487. 

6.  Alexander  Wedderburn.     See  below. 

7.  Charles  Wedderburn,  twin  with  Alexander,  born  at  Easterton,  8  Oct.  1836,  ordained  a  minister  of 

the  Free  Church,  at  Stirling,  Jan.  1873,  translated  to  Edinburgh  April  1879  ;  married  at  Perth 
Dec.  1862,  Eliza  Milne  of  Rosehearly,  co.  Aberdeen,  and  by  her  who  died  Dec.  1865,  and  is 
buried  with  her  infant  son  at  the  Dean  Cemetery  in  Edinburgh,  had  issue  James  Forbes 
Wedderburn,  born  and  died  at  Edinburgh  6-7  December  1865,  and  a  daughter  Eliza  Milne 
Wedderburn,  born  28  May  1864,  living  1891  at  5,  Mansion  House  Road,  Edinburgh, 
and 

1.  Anne,  born  1829,  living  unmarried  1891. 

2.  Isobel,  born  and  died  1839,  buried  at  Tarves. 

3.  Margaret,  born  1840,  living  unmarried  1891. 

Of  the  three  sons  of  Forbes  Wedderburn,  James,  Forbes,  and  Alexander,  who  yet  remain  to  be  dealt 
with,  the  following  accounts  have  been  supplied  me  by  themselves  or  their  children.  Forbes,  the  second 
surviving  son,  has  had  a  very  numerous  family,  so  that  for  the  sake  of  convenience  I  place  his  brother 
Alexander  before  him. 

1.  James  Wedderburn,  eldest  son  of  Forbes  Wedderburn,  was  born  in  1825,  and  died  at 
Middlemuir,  Methlic,  ret.  67,  on  6  May  1892.  He  married  in  March  1851,  at  Cairnnorrie,  Methlic,  co. 
Aberdeen,  Christian  Cheyne,  daughter  of  William  Cheyne.  By  her  (who  died  at  Methlic,  ret.  64  in 
1886),  he  had  issue  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  born  at  Middlemuir,  viz.  : — 

(1)  James  Wedderburn,   born    9  June   1856.     He  married    at  Littletack,    Auchnagate,   Savoch,    in 

1877  Isabella  Connon,  and  emigrated  to  Ontario,  where  he  was  living  in  1891,  having  issue 
three  sons  and  three  daughters,  viz., 

1.  James  Wedderburn,  born  at  New  Deer,  Savoch,  2  April  1S78  ; 

2.  William  Wedderburn  ; 

3.  John  Wedderburn; 
and 

1,  Isabella,  born  at  New  Deer,  5  April  1880  ;  2,  Christina  ;  and  3,  Jane  Ann. 

(2)  William  Cheyne  Wedderburn,   born   20  May   1858.       He  married  at  Cairnnorrie,  Methlic,   in 

1880  Jessie  Eothnie,  and  was  living  in  1891  at  Hatton,  Fintray,  Aberdeen,  having  had  issue 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  viz., 

1.  James  Wedderburn,  born  at  Methlic  17  Oct.  1880. 

2.  William  Wedderburn,  born  at  Ellon  15  July  1882. 

3.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  born  at  Fintray  13  Dec.  1884  ;  died  there  10  Jan.  1885. 

4.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  born  at  Fintray  21  Dec.  1885. 
and  three  daughters, 

1,  Jessie  Duncan ;  2,  Christina  Ann  ;  and  3,  Mary, 
and 

Eliza,  born  11  May  1851  ;  Annie,  born  4  April  1854,  died  at  Middlemuir  20  June  1870,  and  is  there 
buried  ;  and  Jane,  born  15  Feb.  1862. 

1  This  account  of  James  Wedderburn  and  his  descendants  is  from  information  supplied  by  his  grandsons 

and  especially  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Wedderburn,  who  says  that  he  thinks  he  had  one  brother,  and 
knows  that  he  had  relatives  of  the  names  of  Bothwell  and  Ferguson,  hy  some  of  whom  his  grand- 
father, who  was  early  left  an  orphan,  was  brought  up.  Mr.  Charles  Wedderburn  also  says  that  the 
family  have  no  doubt  of  their  connection  with  the  Old  Meldrum  branch,  although  they  cannot 
trace  it.  He  recalls  his  grandmother  speaking  of  her  husband  as  having  descended  from  one  of 
two  brothers  who,  owing  to  religious  persecution,  came  North  from  the  South  of  Scotland  ;  and 
also  remembers  her  naming  David  Wedderburn  of  the  Aberdeen  Grammar  School  as  one  of  the  family. 

2  So  says  Mr.  Charles  Wedderburn,  but  the  Old  Meldrum  Baptismal  Register  contains  no  entry  in  regard 

to  his  baptism. 


THE     WEDDERBURNS     IN     ABERDEENSHIRE.  487 


6.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  sixth  but  third  surviving  son  of  Forbes  AVedderburn  and  Ann  Duncan,  Part  VI, 
was  born  at  Easterton  8  Oct.  1S36,  and  married  at  Cruden  6  June  1860  Jane  Clark.     He  was  living  in  Chap.  II. 
1891  at  Longside,  Aberdeen,  being  inspector  of  the  poor  for  that  district.     He  has  had  issue  (all  born  at 
Longside)  two  sons  and  six  daughters  : — 

1.  Alexander  John  Forbes  Wedderburn,  born  15  Feb.  1863  ;  living  unmarried  in  1891  at  41,  Bath 

Street,  Portobello. 

2.  Charles  George  Wedderburn,  born  8  April  1874. 
and 

1.  Helen  Ann,  born  25  Feb.  1861  ;  married  at  Longside  21  June  1887  William  Robertson. 

2.  Margaret,  born  4  May  1862  ;  died  at  Edinburgh  20  Aug.  1S84,  buried  at  Longside. 

3.  Jennie,  b.  22  June  1864,  unm.  1891. 

4.  Annie  Duncan,  born  17  March  1866  ;  married  at  Longside  2  April  1891  George  Logie. 

5.  Chrissy,  born  6  April  1870  ;  unmarried  1891. 

6.  Eliza,  born  29  April  1877. 

5.  Forbes  Wedderburn,  fifth  but  second  surviving  son  of  Forbes  Weddderburn  and  Ann  Duncan, 
was  born  in  Oct.  1831,  and  was  living  in  1891  at  47J,  Nelson  Street,  Aberdeen.  He  has  been  twice  married, 
and  has  had  issue  by  his  first  wife  eight  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  by  his  second  five  sons  and  one 
daughter. 

He  married  (i.)  at  Ellon,  co.  Aberdeen,  15  June  1S54  Margaret  Keith  of  Collhill,  Ellon,  and 
by  her  (born  1834,  died  8  Dec.  1869,  buried  at  Old  Machar,  Aberdeen)  had  issue. 

1.  Forbes  Wedderburn,  born  at  Oollhill,  Ellon,  15  Aug.  1854.     Living  1891  at  Kirknewtou  Police 

Station,  near  Edinburgh,  having  married  at  Kintore,  co.  Aberdeen,  4  December  1875  Margaret 
Gould,  by  whom  he  has  issue  Forbes  William  Wedderburn,  born  at  Addiewell,  1  Dec.  1882  • 
George  Gould  Wedderburn,  born  at  Heriot,  17  March  1889  ;  Margaret  Jane,  born  at  Craigo', 
Logie  Pert,  27  May  1876  ;  Jessie  Gould,  born  at  Heriot,  10  Oct.  1878  ;  Catherine,  born  at 
Addiewell,  1  Sept.  1880  ;  Agnes  Helen,  born  at  New  Craighall,  22  July  1885. 

2.  James  Wedderburn,  born  at  Mill  of  Kiumuick,  Ellon,  3  July  1856,  living  in  1892  at  14,  Canal 

Street,  Aberdeen,  having  married  at  Aberdeen  14  Jan.  1881  Isabella  Fenwick,  by  whom  he  has 
issue  James  John  Wedderburn,  born  at  Aberdeen  8  March  1S82  ;  Forbes  Wedderburn,  born 
ibid.,  30  March  1884  ;  Rupert  Stewart  Wedderburn,  born  ibid.,  9  July  1886  ;  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  born  at  Peterhead,  13  Jan.  1889  ;  William  Malcolmson  Wedderburn,  born  at 
Aberdeen,  3  Sept.  1892  ;   Isabella  Fenwick,  born  at  Peterhead,  21  Dec.  1889. 

3.  Charles  'Wedderburn,  born  at  Mill  of  Kinmuick,   Ellon,  11   March    1858,  living  in  1893  at  44, 

Bogie  Street,  Huntly,  Aberdeen,  having  married 

(a)  at  Aberdeen,  Mary  Ann  Falconer,  and  by  her,  who  died  in  Aberdeen,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Spittal  burial  ground  there  in  1884,  mt.  25,  had  issue,  Charles  Wedderburn, 
born  at  Aberdeen,  Sept.  1880  ;  William  Falconer  Wedderburn,  born  at  Aberdeeu,  April  1882  ; 
and  a  daughter  Mary  Jane  Duncan,  born  at  Aberdeen,  22  Dec.  1883,  and  died  there  1  Jan.  1884. 

(b)  at  Aberdeen,  Mary  Jane  Young,  by  whom  he  has  had  issue  Forbes  'Wedderburn, 
born  at  Aberdeen,  Sept.  1885,  died  at  Huntly  1889,  and  is  there  buried  ;  Albert  Wedderburn 
born  at  Aberdeen,  May  1887  ;  David  Young  "Wedderburn,  born  at  Aberdeen  Sept.  1888  ; 
James  Maxwell  Wedderburn,  born  at  Huntly,  22  Aug.  1892  ;  Alexander  Wedderburn, 
born  at  Huntly,  October  1893. 

4.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  boi-n  at  Mill   of   Kinmuick,    September  1859  ;   living  in    1S93   at   11, 

Salisbury  Place,  Radnor  Park,  Dalmuir  Railway,  Glasgow,  having  married  at  the  parish  church  of 
Blachford,  co.  Cumberland,  21  March  1882,  Isabella  Hogg,  daughter  of  John  Hogg,  by  whom  he 
has  had  issue,  John  Forbes  "Wedderburn,  born  at  Cowlairs,  Glasgow,  30  May  1888.  Eleanor, 
born  at  47,  Milbourne  Street,  Carlisle,  6  July  1S83. 

5.  William  Wedderburn,  born  at  Mill   of    Kinmuick,  7   July   1861,  died   15  Jan.  1864,  buried  at 

Old  Aberdeen. 

6.  George  Gray  Wedderburn,  born  at  Mill  of  Kinmuick,  6  Feb.  1863  ;  emigrated  2  April   1891  ; 

living,  1893,  at  94,  Marion  Street,  Toronto,  Canada,  having  married  at  Aberdeen  City,  29  June 
18S8,  Jane  Smith  and  by  her  has  issue,  George  Wedderburn,  born  at  Aberdeen,  14  April  1889  ; 
Fanny  Smith,  twin  with  George  ;  Jane  Maggie,  born  at  Aberdeen,  30  April  1890  ;  and  Eva 
Mabel,  born  at  Toronto,  Canada,  21  July  1893. 

7.  John  Thomson  Wedderburn,  born  in  Aberdeen   City,  1   Dec.   1864,  died  there,  and    was  there 

buried,  in  the  same  month. 

8.  John  Urquhart  Wedderburn,  born  in  Aberdeen  City,  13  April  1868,   emigrated  and  married  at 

Quincey,  Massachussetts,  U.S.A.,  20  Sept.  1891,  Margaret  McPherson, 
and 

1.  Margaret  Ann,  born  in  Aberdeen  City,  4  Feb.   1866,  married  at  Aberdeen,  24  Feb.  1893,  James 

McKechnie,  seaman,  of  4,  Florence  Cottages,  Brighton  Road,  Purley,   Sussex. 

2.  Agnes  Reid,  born  in  Aberdeen  City,  13  April  1868,  unmarried  1891. 

Forbes  Wedderburn  married  (ii.)  at  Aberdeen,  10  June  1872,  Agnes  Malcolmson  (from  Shetland), 
and  by  her  has  had  issue, 

1.  Malcolm  Wedderburn,  died  1873,  and  is  buried  at  Aberdeen  City. 

2.  William  Wedderburn,  born  at  Aberdeen,  22  Sept.  1874. 

3.  Thomas  Moncrieff  Wedderburn,  born  ibid.,  29  August  1875. 

4.  Joseph  Wedderburn,  born  ibid.,  11  April  1877. 

5.  Benjamin  Wedderburn,  born  ibid.,  6  Feb.  1879. 
and 

Grace,  born  ibid.,  10  June  1883. 
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Part  VI. 
Chap.  II. 


Sect.  V. — George  Wedderburn  at  Tarves  and  his  descendants. 

The  following  account  is  compiled  from  information  given  me  by  William  Wedderburn  of  Woodhead, 
Fyvie,  and  by  his  nephew  and  niece  George  Leith  Wedderburn,  and  Christina  (Mrs.  Esson).  The  parish 
registers  of  Tarves  have  been  searched  from  their  earliest  date  1695  down  to  1800,  and  contain  references 
to  the  following  persons  of  the  name,  viz  : — 

1.  James  Wedderburn  of  Cairnbroggie,  1721-39,  father  of  Margare  (baptized  9  April  1721), 
Blspet  (baptized  10  May  1724),  Christina  (baptized  4  Nov.  1736,  married  13  Nov.  1763  Button  Morison), 
and  Janet  (baptized  22  June  1739). 

2.  John  Wedderburn  married  Janet  Bothwell,  3  Nov. — 10  Dec.  1745. 

3.  James  Wedderburn  married  Agnes  Bothwell,  29  May  1763. 

4.  Agnes  Wedderburn  married  John  Bartlet,  of  Meldrum,  5-31  Jan.  1745. 

5.  Helen  Wedderburn  married  John  Duncan,  14-30  July  1745. 

The  connection  of  these  five  persons,  though  no  doubt  close,  does  not  appear.  From  one  or  more  of 
the  first  three  may  be  descended; — 

John  Wedderburn,  who  married  Jessie  Duquid,  and  had  a  daughter  Agnes  Wedderburn,  who 
married  Alexander  Mutch,  and  died  a  widow  ret.  82,  at  Ellon,  Savoch,  27  Jan.  1885, 
and 

George  Wedderburn  at  Tarves,  who  married  about  1775-80,  Helen  Forbes,1  and  had  issue, 
George  Wedderburn.     See  below. 

Agnes  Wedderburn  who  married  Alexander  Smith,  and  died  a  widow,  11  Aug.  1861,  ret.  76, 
and  possibly  another  son, 

Alexander  Wedderburn,  who  married  Penelope  Pringle  and  had  a  daughter,  Ann  Watson 
Wedderburn,  born  1834,  married  (ret.  24),  at  Fyvie,  5  June  1858,  Alexander  Allardyce  of 
Fetter-letter,  Fyvie,  and  died  in  1890  ? 

George  Wedderburn,  born  at  Tarves,  and  afterwards  resident  at  Woodhead,  Fyvie,  co.  Aberdeen, 
where  he  died  18  Aug.  185S,  ret.  78,  was  twice  married,  viz.:  — 

i.  At  Tarves  to  Margaret  Webster,  by  whom  (died  1816,  buried  at  Tarves),  he  had  issue  four  sons 
and  a  daughter,  all  born  at  Tarves,  viz.: — 

1.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  born  1812,  died  unmarried  at  Fyvie  in  1889,  ret.  77. 

2.  George  Moray  'Wedderburn.     See  below. 

3.  William  Wedderburn,   of    Woodhead,    Fyvie,   and    later    of   Backhill    of    Gight,   Millbrex,  co. 

Aberdeen.  He  was  born  in  1816  and  married  at  Fyvie,  12  June  1856,  Isabella  Shepherd,  daughter 
of  Alexander  Shepherd,  but  by  her  (born  1823),  has  no  issue.     Living  1892. 

4.  John  Wedderburn,  died  young,  and 

5.  A  daughter,  of  whom  I  have  no  particulars. 

ii.  To  Margaret  Duquid,  daughter  of  John  Duquid  and  Mary  Ann  Strachan,  by  whom  (died 
24  March  1869  ret.  85),  he  had  issue, 

1.  John  Wedderburn,  died  unmarried  at  Fyvie,  25  Nov.  1879,  ret.  57. 

2.  Isabella,  died  unmarried  at  New  Deer,  8  Aug.  1889,  ret.  67.2 

George  Moray  Wedderburn  was  born  at  Woodhead,  Fyvie,  12  Sept.  1814.  He  enlisted  29  Nov. 
1831,  in  the  1st  battalion  of  the  Royal  Scots,  and  served  with  credit  in  that  regiment  until  3  May  1853,. 
when  he  became  (4  May  1853)  serjeant-major  of  the  Royal  Montgomeryshire  Rifles,  with  whom  he  served 
until  12  March  1878.  He  died  at  8,  Mount  Street,  Aberdeen,  24  May  1878,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Peter's 
Cemetery  there.3  He  married  at  Aberdeen  23  April  1851,  Margaret  Leith  Smith,  daughter  of  John 
Smith  (A.P.R.  11),  and  by  her  (living  in  1892  at  8,  Mount  Street,  Aberdeen),  had  issue,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters,  viz.  : — 

1.  George  Leith  Wedderburn,  born  at  Aberdeen,  9  July  1856,  afterwards  of  the  Jericho  Distillery, 

Aberdeen,  and  later  of  11,  Rosevale  Terrace,  Partick,  Glasgow.     He  married  at  Glasgow,  5  Sept. 
1883,  Christian  Margaret  Copland,  daughter  of  Moses  Copland,  of  Glasgow.     Living  s.p.  1892. 

2.  John  Smith  Wedderburn,  born  at  Welshpool,  14  Aug.  1858  ;  died  there  13  Feb.  1860,  and  is 

buried  there  in  the  graveyard  of  Christ  Church, 
and 

1.  Christina  Isabella  Wedderburn,  born  12  June,  and  baptized  at  Aberdeen  30  Aug.  1854  (A.P.R. 
31).     She  married  at  Aberdeen,  21  June  1888,  John  Leith  Esson,  merchant,  of  Buckie.     Living  1892. 

2.  Margaret  Ann  Wedderburn,  born  at  Montgomery,  23  April  1860,  died  at  Welshpool,  3  Jan.  1862, 

and  is  there  buried. 

1  This  marriage  is  proved  by  the  following  entry  of  the  death  at  Woodhead,  Fyvie,  of  his  son  George  in  the 
general  register  of  deaths  (H.M.  Reg.  House,  Edinburgh),  "  1858  Aug.  18.  George^Wedderburn, 
crofter,  married,  ret.  78,  son  to  George  Wedderburn,  crofter,  and  Helen  Forbes,  both  deceased. 
Alexander  Wedderburn  was  present." 

-  If  her  age  and  that  of  her  brother  are  accurately  given  it  would  appear  that  they  were  both  born  in  the 
same  year,  1822. 

3  See  for  his  v,  ill,  L.W.  38. 
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Sect.  VI. —  William  Wedderbum  in  Banchory,  co.  Kincardine,  and  his  descendants  in  London,  Part  VI. 

and  in  Kent,1   1780-90.  Caap'  "• 

William  Wedderbum  [1780 — 1843], is  said  to  have  been  born  in  Upper  Banchory,  co.  Kincardine, 
in  1780,  and  to  have  entered  the  army.  He  died  at  28,  Marsham  Street,  Westminster,  7  Jane  1843, 
£et.  63,  the  certificate  of  death  describing  him  as  "  army  pensioner,  local  militia,  late  sergeant  ;  out 
pensioner  of  Chelsea  Hospital,"  and  adding  "Sarah  Wedderbum  informs."3 

He  married,  probably  about  1805,  Hannah  Miller  of  Cambridge,  and  by  her  (born  1781,  died 
3  Feb.  1878,  at  Ashford,  Kent,  aet.  97),  had  issue  (besides  a  daughter,  Hannah,  of  whom  I  have  no 
particulars),  four  sons,  viz  : — 

1.  William  Wedderbum,  who  eutered  the  army.    He  died  unmarried. 

2.  John  Wedderbum,  see  below. 

3.  Joseph  Wedderbum,  born  in  1809.    He  became  lunatic,  and  died  in  the  Uxbridge  County  Asylum 

14  July  1852,  aet.  43.     He  was  married,  but  had  no  issue. 

4.  Christopher  Stewart  Wedderbum,  born  29  Oct.  1813.     He  entered  the  police  force,  and  became 

an  inspector  of  police  (1840),  but  afterwards  was  in  the  service  of  the  South  Eastern  Railway 
Company,  and  was  for  many  years  station  master  at  Ashford,  co.  Kent.  He  died  at  40,  Freegrove 
Road,  Islington,  20  Oct.  1882,  leaving  a  will  proved  by  his  son  in  London  7  March  1S83  (L.W.  46). 
He  had  married  at  S.  George's,  Hauover  Square,  27  Sept.  1839,  Maria  Wells,  daughter  of 
William  Wells,  of  Lower  Grosvenor  Street,  London,  saddler,  and  by  her  (born  1818,  died  at 
Ashford  13  June  1856)  had  issue  one  son  and  sis  daughters,  viz., 

Christopher  William  Wedderbum,  born  at  Marden,  co.  Kent,  7  June  1846,  afterwards 
proprietor  of  the  West  Cliff  Hotel,  Folkestone,  and  later  of  the  Brunswick  Hotel, 
Jermyn  Street,  London.  He  married  at  Tuubridge  parish  church,  26  April  1871, 
Elizabeth  Ann,  daughter  to  William  Farrance,  and  by  her  (born  25  May  1848,  died  in 
London  19  Aug.  1892)  had  issue  an  only  child,  Christopher  Farrance  Wedderbum, 
born  at  Folkestone,  25  May  1880, 
and 

1.  Emma,  born  12  June  1839  at  36,  George  Street,  Marylebone;  married  4  May  186S,  at  West 
Ashford  parish  church,  Harry  Willard,  architect,  of  Sydenham,  and  later  of  Tunbridge 
Wells.  2.  Mary  Ann,  born  24  Oct.  1840  at  Leigh,  Sevenoaks  ;  died  in  the  parish  of 
S.  Olave,  London,  9  July  1883,  set.  43,  unmarried.  (The  death  certificate  gives  her  age 
wrongly  as  41.)  3.  Maria,  born  at  Drum  Lane,  Ashford,  28  March  1842,  aud  died  there 
the  nest  day.  4.  Caroline,  born  21  June  1848  at  Ashford  ;  married,  at  Hounslow 
parish  church  16  Nov.  1 870,  Augustus  Brown,  of  Gravesend.  5.  Jane,  born  13  Feb.  1S51 
at  Ashford.  6.  Alice,  born  21  Jan.  1854  at  Ashford;  married  there  15  May  1877  William 
James  Tucker,  widower,  of  Clevedon,  co.  Somerset,  son  to  Captain  Charles  Tucker. 

John  Wedderbum  [1807-8 — 1870],  eldest  surviving  son  of  William  Wedderbum  and  Hannah 
Miller,  was  born  1807-8,  and  died  suddenly  in  London  22  March  1870.  He  carried  on  business  in  Black- 
friars.  He  married  at  S.  Martin's-in-the- Fields,  London,  about  1826—1831,  Hannah  Trowbridge,  and 
by  her  (born  1806  and  died  in  London  20  Oct.  I860,  set.  54),  had  issue  :— 1,  William  Wedderbum. 
See  below  ;  2,  Alfred  Wedderbum,  born  1842,  and  died  at  Poplar  of  consumption  18  April  1866,  un- 
married ;  and  1,  Anna,  b.  1832  ;  2,  Eliza  Frederica,  born  1837,  married  at  S.  Andrew's,  Holborn, 
25  Dec.  1859,  Isaac  Hopes.  Living  1S91;  3,  Emily,  born  at  Blackfriars  26  June  1844.  Living  unmarried 
1891  :  4,  Clara,  born  at  Blackfriars  13  June  1846,  married  /.  Evans.     Living  1891. 

■William  Wedderbum,  only  surviving  son  of  John  Wedderbum  and  Hannah  Trowbridge,  was  born 
1839-40.  He  has  (from  1858  on)  been  employed  in  the  General  Post  Office,  and  siuce  1887  has  been  chief 
clerk  at  the  Charing  Cross  Branch.     Living  1891,  at  27,  Chaucer  Road,  Heme  Hill,  S.E. 

He  married,  i,  at  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Holborn,  26  Aug.  1861,  Eleanor  Hughes,  daughter  of  David 
Hughes,  and  by  her  (who  died  at  44,  Courland  Grove,  Clapham,  13  Sept.  1878)  had  issue,  of  whom 
later  ;  ii,  at  S.  Matthew's,  Newington,  25  March  1883,  Jane  Tytherleigh,  daughter  of  Thomas  Tyther- 
leigh,  by  whom  he  has  no  issue.  His  children  by  his  first  marriage  are  three  sons  and  three  daughters, 
viz.  : — 1,  Frederick  William  "Wedderbum,  see  below  ;  2,  Alfred  John  David  Wedderbum,  born  at 
Wandsworth  21  May  1866  ;  3,  William  Wedderbum,  born  at  Wandsworth,  19  Dec.  1871  ;  and  1, 
Emily  Annie,  born  in  S.  George's,  Southwark,  11  July  1863,  married  at  S.  Jude's  Church,  Lambeth, 
2  July  1887,  Harry  Charles  l'yne,  of  London  ;  2.  Eleanor  Emma,  bom  at  Wandsworth,  13  Dee. 
1865,  died  at  127,  Shakspeare  Road,  Lambeth,  28  Aug.  1886,  unmarried ;  3,  Nellie,  born  at  Wands- 
worth, 5  July  1867. 

1  This  account  is  compiled  from  information  supplied  by  Christopher  Stewart  Wedderbum,  who  said  that 

he  believed  his  father  had  two  brothers,  one  of  them  a  stone-mason  in  Aberdeen  ;  by  Christopher 
William,  his  sou  ;  and  by  William  Wedderbum  (born  1840).  It  has  also  been  verified  by  reference 
to  the  certificates  in  the  Registrar- General's  Office  at  Somerset  House. 

2  Christopher  Stewart  Wedderbum  could  only  tell  me  that  his  father  was  born  in  Banchory,  entered  in 

the  army,  and  died  in  Westminster  about  1850.  As  to  his  birth  there  is  no  entry  of  his  baptism  in 
the  parish  registers  of  Banchory  Devenick  or  Banchory  Ternan.  The  former  have  been  searched  from 
1713 — 1800,  but  contain  no  mention  of  the  name  ;  the  latter  have  also  been  searched,  1670 — 18S0, 
and  contain  an  entry  of  the  baptism,  23  May  1706,  of  John  Wedderbum,  sou  to  William 
Wedderbum  in  Buss,  and  of  the  baptisms  of  the  three  daughters  of  James  Wedderbum  at 
Inchmarlo  and  his  wife,  Isabell  Forbes  (see  ante,  p.  486).  There  are,  however,  some  blanks  in  those 
registers  ;  and  William  may  be  a  son  of  James  at  Inchmarlo.  As  to  his  death,  there  can,  however, 
be  no  doubt  that  he  is  identical  with  the  William  Wedderbum  who  died  at  Marsham  Street.  The 
note  in  the  certificate,  "Sarah  Wedderbum  informs,"  i.e.,  informs  the  registrar  of  the  death,  is 
probably  an  error  for  "  Hannah"  Wedderbum,  the  name  of  his  wife. 

3  P 
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Part  VI.  Frederick  William  Wedderburn,  born  at  33,  Esher  Street,  Lambeth,   22  April  1862,  and  went 

Chap.  II.  to  sea-     He  married  at  the  registry  office,  Wandsworth,  16  Oct.  1884  (the  certificate  mis-states  his  age  as 

24),  Elizabeth  Sarah,  Annie  Maria  Williams,  daughter   of   James  Williams,   and  by  her   has   (1890) 

issue,  viz.  : — William  Frederick  J.  Wedderburn,  born  in  Lambeth,  20  July  1885;  and  Louise  Emily 

Elizabeth,  born  at  Kingston,  Surrey,  1  May  1887. 

Sect.  VII.— The  Wedderburn s  at  Peterhead,  184S-91. 

The  following  account  is  compiled  from  information  provided  by  the  modern  registers  of  births, 
deaths,  and  marriages,  with  one  or  two  additional  notes  and  after  communication  with  David  Wedderburn 
named  below.     I  have  not  searched  the  old  parish  registers  of  Banff  and  Peterhead. 

i.  James  Wedderburn  of  Banff,  whose  parentage  is  not  ascertained,  but  who  is  said  to  have  one 
brother,  died  by  drowning  off  Peterhead  1848.    He  married  Margaret  Duncan,  and  by  her  had  issue,  a  son. 

George  Wedderburn,  who  married  Margaret  Lumsden,  daughter  of  David  Lumsden, 
surgeon,  and  died  before  12  Dec.  1859,  having  had  issue  by  his  wife  (who  died  Eet.  67  at  Peterhead,  3  Nov. 
1864)  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  viz  : — 

1.  James  Wedderburn,  who  was  at  one  time  resident  in  Australia,  and  died  in  1869.      He  married 

at  Peterhead  in  1849  Eliza  Leith,  and  by  her  (living  1896)  had  issue  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  viz., 

1.  James  Wedderburn,  born  at  Stepney,  co.  Middlesex,  28  May  1857,  and  died  at  Peterhead 

12  March  1861,  pet.  4. 

2.  David  Wedderburn,  born  1852  ;  living  at  Peterhead  (9,  James  Street)  1896.     He  married 

at  Peterhead  11  Aug.  1872  Mary  Ann  Joss,  and  has  had  issue  (all  born  at  Peterhead, 
(a)  David,  born  17  May  1875  :  (6)  Joseph,  born  2  June  1878,  died  16  Dec.  1878  ; 
(c)  George,  born  17  Sept.  1882  ;  (rf)  Kenneth,  born  12  Aug.  1884  ;  (c)  Alexander, 
born  21  Aug.  1886.  died  2  April  1887  ;  (/)  James,  born  25  July  1890  ;  {g)  John  Gray, 
born  25  Sept.  1 891  ;  (h)  Alexander  Gaddes,  twin  with  him  ;  and  (i)  Annabella,  born 
15  Sept.  1873  ;  (j)  Eliza,  born  10  May  1881  ;  (k)  Christina,  b.  13  Oct.  1887. 
and 

Janet,  died  young. 

2.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  born  1824.     He  went  to  sea  and  died  21  July  1S55  at  Calcutta,  and  was 

buried  in  the  Episcopal  burial  ground  at  Chowringee.1       He  married  Catherine  Abernethy,  and 
had  issue  two  sons  and  a  daughter  : 

1.  James  Wedderburn,  went  to  South  Australia  and  married  there. 

2.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  born  1853  and  died  some  years  ago  in  South  America.    He  married 

at  Peterhead  31    March    1872  Agnes  Waller,  and    had    a   son,  Alexander,  born  at 
Peterhead  in  that  year, 
and 

Margaret,  died  at  Peterhead  4  March  1861,  Eet.  6  years. 

1.  Janet,  born  1823,  married  John  Jenkins,  and  died  1886. 

2.  Rachel,  born  1827.  died  1885.     She  married  twice. 

3.  Margaret,  born  1834,  married  John  Baines. 

ii.  William  Wedderburn  (not  shown  to  be  connected  with  the  above-named  family,  but  probably 
brother  to  James)  married  Janet  Duncan,  had  issue  three  daughters. 

1.  Elizabeth,  married  Thomas  Gordon,  and  died  a  widow,  xt.  72,  at  Old  Meldrum  4  March  1863. 

2.  Rachel,  married  George  Anderson,  and  died  a  widow,  set.  69,  at  Peterhead  4  Oct.  186S. 

3.  Elspet,  married  Robert  Lumsden,  and  died  at  Peterhead,  ret.  73,  6  July  1869. 


See  India  Office  Reg.,  88,  159,  and  the  following  inscription  on  his  tomb  : — "Sacred  to  the  memory  of 
Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  late  chief  officer  of  the  barque  '  Peony  '  of  Glasgow.  Died  21  July  1855, 
aged  31  years.     Erected  by  Captain  Jenkins." 


PAKT  VI. 

Chapter     III. 
The  Wedderburns  in  and  near  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow. 

These  consist  of  some  families  whom  I  find  named,  chiefly  in  old  parish  registers,  as  PartV[- 
resident  in  Edinburgh  and  Leith,  at  Dalkeith,  Orniiston,  Pencaitland,  Tranent  and  ap' 
Prestonpans,  all  in  co.  Haddington  and  in  the  same  part  of  the  county,  as  well  as  a 
family  at  Glasgow  and  another  at  Coldingham  and  Chirneside,  co.  Berwick.  Those  in  and 
near  Edinburgh  were,  I  make  little  doubt,  one  family,  and  many  of  them  appear  to  have 
followed  the  same  occupation.  It  is,  however,  no  longer  possible  to  ascertain  their 
connection  with  each  other,  still  less  to  trace  them  back  to  a  common  ancestor.  It  is 
possible  that  they  are  off-shoots  of  the  Dundee  house.  The  mention  at  an  early  date, 
1560-1600,  in  the  municipal  records  there,  of  an  Archibald  and  a  Matthew  Wedderburn, 
from  whom  no  descendants  are  traced  in  Dundee,  and  the  recurrence  of  those  names  in 
the  Edinburgh  families,  suggest  that  these  Dundee  individuals  may  have  established 
themselves  elsewhere  and  had  descendants.  Similarly,  it  is  possible  that  the  Edinburgh 
and  Glasgow  families  were  connected,  as  Margaret  and  Abigail,  two  of  the  daughters  of 
Alexander  Wedderburn  in  Glasgow,  were  both  married  in  Edinburgh  and  lived  there  (post, 
p.  495).     But  these  are  mere  suggestions,  and  rest  without  proof. 

The  remaining  family,  that  at  Coldingham  and  Chirneside,  is  of  considerable  interest, 
as  suggesting  that  the  name  had  never  died  out  in  Berwickshire  since  the  time  of  Walter, 
William  and  John  de  Wedderburn  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries  (see  the 
Introduction). 


Sect.  I. — The  Wedderburns  in  and  near  Edinburgh,  1594- — 1892, 

Of  the  eutries,  one  hundred  and  6fteen  in  number,  from  the  registers  of  the  different  Edinburgh 
parishes  and  from  those  of  South  and  North  Leith,  extracts  from  which  will  be  found  in  full  at  pp.  499-507 
of  vol.  ii.,  many  relate  to  members  of  the  Forfarshire  family  and  have  thus  been  already  embodied  in 
previous  pages  of  this  book.  But  more  than  half  deal  with  individuals,  who  may,  as  I  have  said,  have 
come  from  the  Dundee  family,  but  whose  connection  with  it,  if  any  such  existed,  is  no  longer  traceable. 
These  I  now  proceed  to  classify. 

I.  Between  1594  and  1627  we  find  two  persons,  viz: — 

1.  Thomas  Wedderburn,  who  had  by  his  wife,  Janet  (Wedderburn?),  a  daughter,  Elspeth, 
born  1610  (23).' 

2.  Adam  Wedderburn,  weaver,  who  married  Bessie  Brown,  and  had  issue  twin  children,  viz., 
Archibald  Wedderburn  and  Bessie,  born  1627  (24). 

With  these,  who  may  be  brothers,  are  no  doubt  connected  the  following  contemporaries  :—  Alysoun 
Wedderburn,  mentioned  in  1594  (1)  ;  Bessie  Wedderburn,  who  married  {a)  Thomas  Deill  in  1595, 
[b)  Malcolm  Kar  in  1606  (2,  3),  unless  it  is  not  to  be  assumed  that  the  Bessie  Wedderburn  of  each  of 
these  entries  is  the  same  person  ;  and  Jonet  Wedderburn,  who  married  John  Bischope  in  1622  (4). 

II.  Betweeu  1641  and  1662  we  have  what  may  well  be  another  generation,  descended  of  the  above- 
named  Thomas  and  Adam,  viz., 

1.  Adam  Wedderburn,  weaver,  who  married  (a)  Agnes  Borthwick  in  1641  (5),  (b)  Margaret 
Walker  iu  1643  (6),  and  by  her  had  issue  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  viz.,  James  'Wedderburn, 
1614  (25)  ;  John  Wedderburn,  1646  (26)  ;  David  Wedderburn,  1648  (27)  ;  Matthew  Wedderburn, 
1654  (32)  ;  Adam  Wedderburn,  1656  (36);  and  Margaret,  1649  (28)  ;  Agnes,  1652(31). 

2.  Archibald  Wedderburn,  weaver,  who  married  in  1649  Marion  Moysey  (8).  and  by  her  had 
issue  George  Wedderburn,  1649  (29)  ;  Alexander  Wedderburn  1652  (30)  ;  Archibald  Wedderburn, 
1656  (35),  and  Grissel  1657  (37). 

3.  Matthew  Wedderburn,  who  often  1652-57  witnesses  the  baptisms  of  the  children  of  Adam 
and  Archibald,  perhaps  his  brothers  (31,  32,  35-37).  He  married  Bessie  Penman  in  1646  (7),  but  the 
registers  contain  no  mention  of  any  issue. 

1  See  for  these  references  the  list  at  pp.  492-93. 
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Part  VI.  4.  Thomas  Wedderburn,  who  married  Isobell  Oliphant,  and  had  a  son,  James  "Wedderburn, 

Chap.  III.  born  1654  (34). 

With  theae  again  may  be  connected  : — (1)  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  who  married  Thomas  Dodger, 

had  issue  a  son,  born  1654  (33).     She  may  well  have  been  the  sister  of  Thomas  Wedderburn  (cp.  33,  34). 

(2)  Margaret  Wedderburn,  who  married  (a)  Robert  Staveris,  1622  (9),  and  (6)  William  Scott,  1674  (10), 

unless,  indeed,  the  Margaret  of  each  entry  is  a  distinct  person. 

III.     A  third  generation  is  found    1674 — 1743,   viz.  : — 

1.  Archibald  Wedderburn,  weaver,  who  married  in  1676,  Agnes  Bruce  (11),  and  had  issue, 
William  Wedderburn,  1678  (38);  Richard  Wedderburn,  1680  (40);  George  Wedderburn,  1685 
(44) ;  and  Isobell,  1682  (42). 

2.  Archibald  Wedderburn,  cordiner,1  who  died  before  170S  (15),  having  married  in  1681, 
Eupham  Simpson  (13),  and  had  issue  four  sons  and  eleven  daughters,  viz.: — James  Wedderburn, 
1683  (46);  Archibald  Wedderburn,  16S5  (47);  Thomas  Wedderburn,  1689  (50; ;  and  Charles 
Wedderburn,  1694  (55)  ; 

and 

Margaret,  1682  (45),  who  died  before  1689  when  her  pareuts  so  name  another  child;  Barbara, 
1687  (48);  Eupham,  1688  (49),  married  1708  Thomas  Simpson  (15)  ;  Margaret,  1689,  twin  with  Thomas; 
Bessie,  1691  (52)  married  Thomas  Nimmo  1719  (18);  Grissell,  1692  (53),  married  1709  James  Man  (16)2; 
Janet,  1692,  twin  with  Grissell  (53)  ;  Isobell,  1694  (54)  ;  Elizabeth,  1697  (56),  died  before  1699  when 
her  parents  so  name  another  child  ;  Agnes,  1697,  twin  with  Elizabeth  {ib.)  ;  and  Elizabeth,  1699  (57), 
no  doubt  the  persou  of  her  name  who  married  (a)  James  Bunkle,  and  had  issue  Edward,  b.  1729  (65), 
Agnes,  b.  1731  (66) ;  (6)  William   Tait,  1739  (66).' 

3.  Matthew  Wedderburn,  perhaps  the  son  of  Adam  Wedderburn  (No.  II,  1),  married  Marion 
Mitchell,  and  had  issue  James  Wedderburn,  1682  (41),  William  Wedderburn,  1684  (43),  and  a 
daughter  Jeilles,  1680  (39). 

With  these  may  be  classed  Jean  Wedderburn  who  married  (a)  Robert  Daniell  in  1679  (12),  and 
-  (b)  John  Donaldson  in  1691,  unless,  here  again,  the  Jean  of  each  entry  is  a  distinct  person  ;  and  Christian 
Wedderburn,  who  had  a  son  David  Wedderburn  or  Reuch  ?  (51). 

IV.  Of  a  fourth  generation  is  William  Wedderburn  (probably  the  son  of  Archibald  (No.  Ill,  1), 
and  if  so,  born  1678),  who  married  in  1709  Jean  Pargillis  (17),  and  had  issue  a  son  and  five  daughters, 
viz.  :— 

John  Wedderburn,  b.  1712  (59),  and 

Margaret,  1710  (58),  died  before  her  next  sister  also  called  Margaret,  who  was  born  in  1718  (60)  : 
Agnes,  1724  (61)  ;  Jean,  1726  (62),  and  Grizell,  1728  (63). 


Edinburgh  Registers  {extracts). 

Although  these  are  all  given  in  full  in  the  second  column  of  this  book  (pp.  499  seqq),  I  have,  for  the 
sake  of  clearness,  sorted  out  those  referred  to  in  this  chapter,  and  reprint  them  here.    They  are  as  follows: — 

Edinburgh  and  Leith  Registers  (extracts)? 

Marriages. 

Alysouu  Wedderburn  named  (S.L.M.  1). 

Bessie  Wedderburn  m.  Thomas  Deill  (ib.  2) 

Bessie  Wedderburn  m.  Malcolm  Kar  (ib.  3). 

Jonet  Wedderburn  (of  Tranent)  m.  John  Bischope  (ib.  4). 

Adam  Wedderburn,  weaver,  m.  Agnes  Borthwick  (Ed  M.  1). 

Adam  Wedderburn,  weaver,  m.  Margaret  Walker  (ib.  2). 

Matthew  Wedderburn,  weaver,  m.  Bessie  Penman  (Can.M.  1). 

Archibald  Wedderburn  m.  Marian  Moysey  (ib.  2). 

Margaret  Wedderburn  m.  Robert  Staveris  (ib.  3). 

Margaret  Wedderburn  m.  William  Scott  (ib.  4). 

Archibald  Wedderburn,  weaver,  m.  Agues  Bruce  (Ed.M.  6). 

Jean  Wedderburn  m.  Robert  Daniell,  gairdner  (ib.  10). 

Archibald  Wedderburn,  cordiner,  m.  Euphame  Simpson  (ib.  11). 

Jean  Wedderburn  m.  John  Donaldson,  merchant  (ib.  13). 

Eupham  Wedderburn,  daughter  of  the  late  Archibald  Wedderburn,  cordiner,  m. 

Thomas  Simpson  (ib.  161. 
Grisell  Wedderburn,  daughter  of  the  late  Archibald  Wedderburn,  burgess,  m. 

James  Man,  wright,  N.W.  parish  (ib.  18). 
William  Wedderburn,  weaver,  m   Jean  Pargillis  (ib.  19,  and  Can.M.  5). 
Bessie  Wedderburn,  daughter  of   the  late  Archibald  Wedderburn,  cordiner,  m. 

Thomas  Nimmo  (Ed.M.  22). 
19.     1721.     May      21.     Margaret  Wedderburn,  daughter  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  cordiner  in  Glasgow. 

m.  James  Mau,  woolcomber,  N.E.  parish  (ib.  23). 

1  That  the  weaver  is  distinct  from  his  namesake,  the  cordiner,  is  clear  from  some  entries  (Ed.B.  14,  19), 

when  they  are  both  named. 

2  Distinct,  of  course,  from  the  husband  of  Margaret,  daughter  of  Alexander  in  Glasgow. 

3  See  for  the  periods  covered  by  these  searches  post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  490. 


1. 

1594. 

June 

13. 

2, 

3. 

1595. 
1606. 

Sept. 
March 

4. 
4. 

4. 

1622. 

5. 
6. 

1641. 
1643. 

July 
June 

9. 

15. 

7. 

1646. 

Oct. 

27. 

8. 

1649. 

Feb. 

9. 

9. 

1662. 

Nov. 

14. 

10. 

1674. 

July 

21. 

11. 
12. 

1676. 
1679. 

July 
Dec. 

6. 
11. 

13. 

1681. 

June 

16. 

14. 
15. 

1691. 
1708. 

Aug. 
June 

28. 
6. 

16. 

1709. 

June 

3. 

17. 
18. 

1709. 
1719. 

Sept. 
April 

9. 
30. 

23. 

1610. 

Nov. 

21. 

24. 

1627. 

Dec. 

25. 

25. 

1644. 

April 

2. 

26. 

1646. 

April 

5. 

27. 

1648. 

Jan. 

9. 

28. 

1649. 

May 

4. 

29. 

1649. 

Nov. 

30. 

30. 

1652. 

Jan. 

4. 

31. 

1652. 

July 

23. 
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20.  1738.     Nov.        5.     Abigail  Wedderburn  and  John  Young  (S.C.M.  1).  Part  VI. 

21.  1739.     Jan.        7.     Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  relict  of  late  James  Buukle,  m.  William  Tait,  in  Traquair.  Chap.  HI. 

(Ed.M.  24). 

22.  1793.     March    2.     Christian  Wedderburn  in  Dairy,  daughter  of  James  Wedderburn,  Newhills,  co. 

Aberdeen,  m,  John  Brand  in  Portsburgh  (S.C.M.  2).1 

Baptisms. 

Thomas  and  Janet  Wedderburn,  a  daughter,  Elspeth  (S.L.B.  1). 

Adam    Wedderburn,   weaver,   and    Bessie    Brown,  twins,  Archibald   and   Bessie 

(Can.B.  1). 
Adam  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Margaret  Walker,  a  son,  James  (ib.  2). 
Adam  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Margaret  Walker,  a  son,  John  (ib.  3). 
Adam  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Margaret  Walker,  a  son,  David  (ib.  4). 
Adam  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Margaret  Walker,  a  daughter,  Margaret  (ib.  5). 
Archibald  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Marion  Moysey,  a  son,  George  (ib.  6). 
Archibald  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Marion  Moysey,  a  son,  Alexander  (ib.  7). 
Adam  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Margaret  Walker,  a  daughter,  Agnes.      Mathew 

Wedderburn,  Archibald  Wedderburn,  witnesses  (ib.  8). 

32.  1654.     Dec.      17.     Adam   Wedderburn,   weaver,   and   Margaret  Walker,  a  son,  Mathew.      Mathew 

Wedderburn,  witness  (it).  9). 

33.  1654.     Feb.       2.     Elizabeth   Wedderburn  and  Thomas  Dodger,  a  sou,  Thomas    Dodger.     Thomas 

Wedderburn,  witness  (S.L.B.  2). 

34.  1654.     Nov.       2.     Thomas  Wedderburn  and  Isobell  Oliphant,  a  sou,  James  (ib.  3). 

35.  1656.     Jan.      13.     Archibald  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Marion  Moysey,  a  son,  Archibald.     Mathew 

Wedderburn  and  others,  witnesses  (Can.B.  10). 

36.  1656.     Nov.     16.     Adam  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Margaret  Walker,  a  son,  Adam.     Mathew  Wed- 

derburn, Archibald  Wedderburn,  witnesses  [ib.  11). 

37.  1657-     Dec.     27.     Archibald  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Marion  Moysey,  a  daughter,  Crissell.  Mathew 
Wedderburn  is  a  witness  (ib.  12). 

Archibald  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Agnes  Bruce,  a  son,  William  (ib.  13). 
2   Mathew  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Marion  Mitchell,  a  daughter,  Jeilles  (ib.  14). 
Archibald  Wedderburn,  and  Agnes  Bruce,  a  son,  Richard  (ib.  15). 
Mathew  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Marion  Mitchell,  a  son,  James  (ib.  16). 
Archibald  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Agnes  Bruce,  a  daughter,  Isobell  (ib.  17). 
Mathew  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Marion  Mitchell,  a  son,  William  (ib.  18). 
Archibald  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Agues  Bruce,  a  son,  George  {ib.  19). 
Archibald   Wedderburn,  cordiner,  and   Kupham  Symson,  a  daughter,  Margaret. 

Archibald  Wedderburn  a  witness  (Ed.B.  10). 
Archibald  Wedderburn  and  Eupham  Sympson  a  son,  James  (Ed.B.  11). 
Archibald   Wedderburn,    cordiner,   and    Eupham    Sympson,  a    son,    Archibald. 

Archibald  Wedderburn,  weaver,  a  witness  (Ed.B.  14). 
Archibald  Wedderburn,  cordiner,  and  Eupham  Sympson,  a  daughter,  Barbara 

(Ed.B.  16). 
Archibald  Wedderburn,  cordiner,  and  Eupham  Sympson,  adaughter, Eupham  (ib.  1 8). 
Archibald   Wedderburn,   cordiner,    and  Eupham   Sympson,  twins,  Thomas  and 

Margaret.     Archibald  Wedderburn,  weaver,  witness  (ib.  19). 
Christian  Wedderburn  and  Alexander  Reuch,  a  natural  sou,  David.     Archibald 

Wedderburn,  witness  (Can.B.  20). 
Archibald    Wedderburn,  cordiner,  and  Eupham  Sympson,    a  daughter,  Bessie 

(Ed.B.  20). 
Archibald   Wedderburn,   cordiner,  and   Eupham    Sympson,   twins,   Grissell  and 

Janet  (ib.  22). 
Archibald  Wedderburn,  cordiuer,  and  Eupham  Sympson,a  daughter,  Isobell  (ib.  23). 
Archibald  Wedderburn,  cordiner,  and  Eupham  Sympson,  a  son,  Charles  (ib.  24). 
Archibald  Wedderburn,   cordiner,  and  Eupham  Sympson,  twins,  Elizabeth  and 

Agnes  (ib.  25). 
Archibald  Wedderburn,  cordiner,  and  Eupham  Sympson,  a  daughter,  Elizabeth 

(ib.  26). 
William  Wedderburn,    weaver  in    Canongate,   and   Jean   Pargillis,  a   daughter, 

Margaret  (Can.B.  21). 
William    Wedderburn,  weaver,    indweller,    and    Jean    Pargillis,    a    son,   John 

(Ed.B.  29). 
William  Wedderburn,  weaver  in   Bristo,  and  Jean  Pargillis,  a  daughter,  Mar- 
garet (S.C.B.  2). 
William  Wedderburn,  indweller,  and  Jean  Pargillis,  a  daughter,  Agnes  (Ed.B.  31) 
William  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Jean  Pargillis,  a  daughter,  Jean  (ib.  32). 
William  Wedderburn,  weaver,  and  Jean  Pargillis,  a  daughter,  Girzell  (ib.  33). 
James  Man,  woolcomber,  and  Mary  Wedderburn,  a  son,  Thomas  (ib.  35). 
James  Bunkell,  saddler,  and  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  a  son,  Edward  (ib.  36). 
James  Bunkell,  saddler,  and  Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  a  daughter,  Agnes  (ib.  27). 

1  See  ante,  p.  479,  as  to  this  reference. 

'  In  this  list,  between  1680  and  1690,-  in  order   to  place  together  the  entries  relating  to  the  same  parents, 
I  have  not  always  kept  strictly  to  the  order  of  date. 


38. 

1678. 

Feb. 

24. 

39. 

1680. 

Jan. 

25. 

40. 

1580. 

May 

9. 

41. 

1682. 

Jan. 

8. 

42. 

1682. 

May 

28. 

43. 

1684. 

Feb. 

24. 

44. 

1685. 

Dec. 

31. 

45. 

1682. 

April 

7. 

46. 

1683. 

Nov. 

11. 

47. 

1685. 

May 

5. 

48. 

1687. 

Feb. 

20. 

49. 

1688. 

Nov. 

13. 

50. 

1689. 

Dec. 

20. 

51. 

1690. 

June 

22. 

52. 

1691. 

July 

5. 

53. 

1692. 

Aug. 

14. 

54. 

1693. 

Oct. 

13. 

55. 

1694. 

Nov. 

16. 

56. 

1697. 

Oct. 

3. 

57. 

1699. 

May 

26. 

58. 

1710. 

July 

30. 

59. 

1712. 

Aug. 

3. 

60. 

1718. 

Feb. 

23. 

61. 

1724. 

Dec. 

13. 

62. 

1726. 

Aug. 

7. 

63. 

1728. 

April 

28. 

64. 

1729. 

March 

16. 

65. 

1729. 

Nov. 

25. 

66. 

1731. 

Nov. 

12. 
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Chap.  III. 


Sect.  II.— The  Wedderburns  in  Pencaitland,  1620—1790. 

Some  notes  on  Wedderburn  entries  in  the  parish  registers  of  Pencaitland,  co.  Haddington,  have  been 

sent  me  by  a  friend,  who  searched  that  record  for  another  purpose.     His  search  covered  the  years,  1660 

1790  for  births,  and  1620 — 1790  for  marriages.     He  also  sends  me  note  of  a  single  death  in  1663.     These 
notes  may  be  summarized  as  follows : — 


1626(?)Feb. 

13. 

1629(?)Oct. 

20. 

1645. 

June 

3. 

1666. 

Dec. 

18. 

1667. 

Dec. 

12. 

1669. 

Nov. 

9. 

1670. 

Dec. 

15. 

1680. 

July 

1. 

1690. 

Dec. 

30 

1708. 

May 

4. 

1712. 

Nov. 

5. 

1744. 

Nov. 

6. 

1668. 

Oct. 

12. 

1670. 

Oct. 

17. 

1673. 

July 

15. 

1676. 

March  26 

1681. 

July 

23 

1683. 

Nov. 

21 

1685. 

July 

10 

16S8. 

Feb. 

27 

1713. 

Aug. 

17 

1716. 

March  28. 

1718. 

Dec. 

28. 

1720. 

Dec. 

11. 

1725. 

March  12 

Marriages. 

Marione  Wedderburn  m.  Wm.  Gibsone. 

(?)  Wedderburn  m.  Janet  For(rester).' 

Agues  Wedderburn  m.  Wm.  Andersone. 

Catharine  Wedderburn  m.  Johne  Carstairs. 

Thomas  Wedderburn  m.  Isobell  Trumbell. 

Agnes  Wedderburn  m.  John  Hay. 

John  Wedderburn  m.  Jean  Laurie. 

Thomas  Wedderburn  m.  Barbara  Aitchison. 

Isobell  Wedderburn  m.  Charles  Hadden. 

Agnes  Wedderburn  m.  Adam  Milcome  (of  Inveresk). 

Robert  Wedderburn  m.  Mary  Douglas  (banns  4  Oct.). 

Robert  Wedderburn  m.  Elspeth  Redfoord. 

Births. 

Thomas  Wedderburn  and  Isobell  Trumbell,  a  daughter,  Catharine. 

Thomas  Wedderburn  and  Isobell  Trumbell,  a  daughter,  Helen.    John  Wedderburn, 

witness. 
Thomas  Wedderburn  and  Isobell  Trumbell,  a  son,  Johne. 
Thomas  Wedderburn  and  Isobell  Trumbell,  a  daughter,  Mary. 

Thomas  Wedderburn  and  Barbara  Aitchison,  a  daughter,  Agnes,  b.  July  11  I     John  W. 
Thomas  Wedderburn  and  Barbara  Aitchison,  a  son,  William  J      witness. 

Thomas  Wedderburn  and  Barbara  Aitchison,  a  sou,  Robert. 
Thomas  Wedderburn  aud  Barbara  Aitchison,  a  daughter,  Heureta. 
Robert  Wedderburn  and  Mary  Douglas,  a  son,  David. 
Robert  Wedderburn  and  Mary  Douglas,  a  daughter,  Agnes,  bapt.  April  1. 
Robert  Wedderburn  and  Mary  Douglas,  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  bapt.  Dec.  23. 
Robert  Wedderburn  and  Mary  Douglas,  a  daughter,  Hellen,  bapt.  Dec.  16. 
Robert  Wedderburn  and  Mary  Douglas,  a  son,  William,  bapt.  March  14. 


Death. 


1668.     April     1.      George  Wedderburn. 


From  the  above  we  may  construct  the  following  pedigree,  in  which  the  dotted  lines  show  what  is 
speculative,  the  plain  lines  what  either  is  or  seems  fairly  clear. 


[George]  Wedder-=j= Janet For(res-  Marione,  m, 

burn,  d.    1    April  \  ter),  m.20Oct,  1626  Wm. 

1668.  ;  1629.  Gibsone. 


...n 

Agnes,  m. 
1645  Wm. 
Andersone. 


John  Wedderburn,1 
a  witness  in  1670, 
1681,  1683. 


=Jean 
Laurie, 
m.  1670. 


1.  Isobell: 
Trumbell, 
m.  1667. 


John=pHelen 


Wedder- 
burn. 


Cubie. 


John, 

b. 

1673. 


Thomas 
Wedderburn. 


1 

Helen. 


I 
Cath- 
erine, 
b. 
1668. 


Helen, - 

b.  1670, 

m.  1708 

James 

Ross 

(Ed.M. 

17). 


Thomas  Wed- 
derburn. 


— I — I 
Mary,    b. 
1676. 

Isobell, 
m.  1690 
Charles 
Hadden. 


I 

David 

Wedderburn, 
b.  1713. 


■2.  Barbara         Catherine,  m.         Agues,  m. 
Aitchison,         1666  John  1669  John 

m.  1680.  Carstairs.  Hay. 


William 
Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1683. 


Mary=p  Robert  =EIspet 


William 
Wedderburn, 
b.  1725. 


Doug- 
las, m. 
1712. 


Wedder- 
burn, b. 
1685. 


Red- 
foord, 
m. 

1744. 


Agnes, 
b.  1716. 


Elizabeth, 
b.  1718. 


n 

Agnes,  b. 
1681,   m. 
1708  Ad- 
am Mil- 
come. 

Henreta 
b.  1688. 


Helen, 
b.  1720. 


1  The  register  is  defective  here, 

2  "  1708.     Oct.  31.     James  Ross,  mason  in  Gilmertoun  in  the  parish  of  Libertoun,  and  Helen  Wedderburn, 

lawful  daughter  to  Thomas  Wedderburn,  weaver  in  Pencaitland  par.,  now  in  North  Kirk  parish, 
married  26  Nov."  (Ed.M.  17). 
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The  John  Wedderburn  named  above  as  marrying  in  1670  Jean  Laurie1  is  apparently  to  be  identified  Part  VI. 
with  "John  Wedderburn,  weaver  in  Prestoun,  eldest  son  of  the  late  George  Wedderburn,  also  weaver  Chap.  III. 
there,  who  gets,  8  Jan.  1655,  "  sasine  of  a  tenement  in  Preston  from  Sir  Alexander  Morison  of  Preston 
Grange"  (G.S.R.  27  ;  and  Part.  Reg.  Sat.  Edin.,  vol.  ii.,  fol.  276).  Auother  of  his  name,  somewhat  later 
in  date,  but,  like  himself,  a  "  weaver  in  Prestoun,"  may  have  been  his  sou,  viz.,  John  Wedderburn, 
weaver  in  Prestoun,  who,  4  Sept.  1723,  made  a  bond  iu  favour  of  his  daughter,  Helen,  obliging  himself 
and  his  son  Thomas  to  pay  her  200  merks  for  her  kindness  to  him  and  Helen  Cubie,  her  mother  (Records 
of  Sheriff  Court  of  Haddington,  s.  2  Jan.  1728).  If  so,  however,  this  John  must  have  married  when  about 
eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of  age,  as  there  is  a  decreet,  registered  1690,  iu  a  proceeding  in  which  John 
Wedderburn,  weaver  iu  Prestonpans,  and  his  wife,  Helen  Corbie  (sic),  are  pursuers  (R.A.D.  119/.  It  is 
possible  that  Jean  Laurie  was  the  first,  aud  Helen  Cubie  the  second  wife,  of  the  same  John  Wedderburn. 

With  this  family  may  be  connected 

(1)  John  Wedderburn  and  Robert  Wedderburn,  both  in  Dirletou,  who  are  named  in  two  bonds 
of  28  May  and  31  Oct.  1606  (R.D.  16  a  6). 

(2)  Catharine  Wedderburn,  married  to  one  Robert  Loch  in  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Ormiston, 
co.  Haddington,  who  had  four  children  baptized  there  1708 — 1715,  viz.,  Robert  Loch,  28  March  1708  ; 
Helen,  24  July  1709  ;  Margaret,  15  April  1711  ;  and  Catherine,  14  March  1715  (Ormiston  Par.  Reg.). 

(3)  Margaret  Wedderburn,  relict  of  Alexander  Sands  iu  Prestonpans,  who,  3  March  1 703,  assigned 
to  her  lawful  son,  Mr.  John  Low,  student  of  divinity  there,  a  bond  for  300  merks,  dated  22  Dec.  1692  and 
granted  to  her  by  the  said  A.  Sands  before  their  marriage  (Records  of  Sheriff  Court  of  Haddington,  s.d. 
10  Aug.  1728). 


Sect.  III.  —  The  Wedderburns  in  Glasgoiv  and  later  in  Edinburgh. 

Here  again  I  find  a  separate  family,  whom  I  have  been  unable  to  connect  with  the  Forfarshire  house- 
The  registers  of  the  city  of  Glasgow,  from  which  I   have  some   notes  of   baptisms  1685-92,  1695-1735, 
contain  several  references  to  the  children  of  an  Alexander  Wedderburn,  (a)  by  Elspet  Gilliland  (1690, 
1695),  and  (6)  Janet  Glen  (1700-9),   and   I   have  also  a  reference  to  the  entry  of  the  marriage  there, 
1  Dec.  1719,  of  an  Alexander  Wedderburn  to  (c)  Margaret  Lindsay.     I  have  not  been  able  to  trace  this 
Alexander  Wedderburn  further  back,  nor  is  it  certain  if  the  persons  named  as  married  to  Elspet  Gilliland, 
Janet  Glen,  aud  Margaret  Lindsay  are  to  be  identified  as  one  individual,  three  times  married.     From  the 
dates,  however,  this  appears  far  from  improbable,  and  I  assume  it  to  be  the  fact  in  the  following  account  : — 
Alexander  Wedderburn  [1670  ? — 1725  ?]     Neither  his  parentage  nor  the  date  of    his   birth   are 
ascertained.      He  is  assumed  to  have  been  thrice  married,  viz. : — 
i.   Before  1690,  to  Elspet  Gilliland,  by  whom  he  had  issue, 
Thomas  Wedderburn.  baptized  at  Glasgow,  24  Jan.  1691. 

Marion,  baptized  there,  14  Jan.  1690,  who  is,  I  think,  the  Margaret  or  Mary  Wedderburn,  who  married 
at  Edinburgh  in  1721  (Ed.M.  23)  James  Man,  and  had  issue  (Ed.B.  35). 
ii.   About  1695 — 1700,  to  Janet  Glen,  by  whom  he  had  issue, 
Elizabeth,  baptized  there  14  Nov.  1700. 

Abigail,  baptized  there  5  Dec.  1703,  who  is  presumed  to  be  identical  with  the  person  of  her  name,  who 
married  at  Edinburgh,  5  Nov.  1738,  John    Young  (Ed  S.C.M.  1),  and  had  issue  in  1743  (Ed.B.  67). 
Anne,  baptized  there  27  Oct.  1706. 

John  Wedderburn,  baptized  at  Glasgow,  5  Feb.  1702,  and  died  before  9  Jan.  1709. 
John  Wedderburn,  baptized  there  9  Jan.  1709. 

iii.  At  Glasgow,  1  Dec.  1719,  Margaret  Lindsay,  by  whom  it  is  not  ascertained  whether  he  had  issue. 
Of  these  children,  the  first-named  son,  Thomas,  is  probably  identical  with  the 

Thomas  Wedderburn  married  to  Jean  Ker,  who  had  a  son,  William  Wedderburn,  baptized  at 
Glasgow,  26  June  1735,  and  probably  other  issue. 

From  this  family  I  therefore  venture  to  suggest  the  descent  of  another  family  of  the  name,  of  whom 
I  have  an  accouut,  but  whom  I  have  not  been  able  to  trace  very  far  back.  They  are  descended 
(according  to  the  informatiou  I  have  obtained)  from 

Thomas  Wedderburn,  who  is  said  to  have  lived  in  co.  Ayr,  and  married  Jane  Gaveleston, 
daughter  of  Mary  Gaveleston,  heiress  of  an  estate  near  Berwick-on-Tweed,  by  whom  he  had  a  son 

Thomas  Wedderburn,  of  Berwick  and  Edinburgh,  who  married  Jane  Cockburn,  daughter  of  David 
Cockburn,  of  Berwick-on-Tweed  (by  his  wife  Dorothy  —  ),  and  died  in  Glasgow,  where  he  is  buried  in 
the  Southern  Necropolis.  He  is  said  to  have  had  two  brothers,  one  of  whom,  David,  was'  killed  out  hunting, 
while  the  other  (William  ?)  is  reported  to  have  settled  at  Montrose  or  Arbroath.  By  his  wife,  who  died  in 
Glasgow,  23  Aug.  1860,  and  is  buried  with  her  husband,  he  had  issue  five  sons  and  three  daughters  : — 

1.  Thomas  Wedderburn,  who  resided  in  Edinburgh,  and  is  there  buried.     I  question  if  he  is  not 

identical  with  the  Thomas  Wedderburn,  husband  of  Margaret  Brown,  who  married  ii.  Alexander 
Cheyne,  and  died  a  widow  at  Canongate,  Edinburgh,  21  Dec.  1887,  Eet.  69.  She  had  (by  one  of 
her  marriages)  a  daughter,  Janet,  married  —  Ferguson. 

2.  David  Wedderburn,  who  died  unmarried  in  Newcastle. 

3.  Andrew  Weddsrburn.     See  below. 

1  This  marriage  may  account  for  the  Wedderburn  Laurie  named  in  the  Edinburgh  Registers,  see  post, 
vol.ii.,  p.  500,  n.  3,  at  the  time  of  writing  which  I  had  not  got  these  Pencaitland  notes.  The 
suggestion  there  that  the  name  Wedderburn  Laurie  may  be  due  to  the  sponsorship  of  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  commissioner  of  excise,  is  not,  I  now  think,  tenable,  as  he  died  in  1729-30,  and  the  Wed- 
derburn Laurie  named  in  the  entry  is  uot  likely  to  have  been  sixty-eight  at  the  date  of  her  marriage 
in  1798. 
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Part  VI.  4.  Peter  Wedderburn,  born  1817.     He  lived  in  Edinburgh,  and  died  there,  set.  61,  13  April  1878.     He 

Chap.  III.  married 

i.  Catharine  McDonald,  daughter  of  Duncan  McDonald,  and  by  her,  who  died  at  Edin- 
burgh, set.  56, 28  July  1867,  had  issue  two  daughters,1  viz.,1.  Catharine,  born  1837,  married,  set.  21, 
at  Canongate,  Edinburgh,  in  1858,  Adam  Watson,  (The  entry  wrongly  gives  her  mother's  name  aa 
Margaret).  2.  Jane,  born  1842,  married,  set.  19,  at  Edinburgh,  15  Nov.  1861,  James  Hamilton, 
and  died  there  2  Sept.  1872. 

ii.  at  S.   Leith,  31  Dec.   1873,  Rosina  Bowie,   daughter  of   William  Bowie,  and  widow  of 
John  Johnstone.     The  entry  describes  him  as  set.  59,  and  her  aa  set.  45.     She  died,  set.  63,  at 
46a,  Tnrphicheu  Road,  Edinburgh,  in  1890. 
5.  John  Wedderburn,  living  at  Glasgow,  born  1323,  died  1879.     He  married, 

i.   Ann  Llpswick,  and  had  a  son,  John  Wedderburn,  and  a  daughter  Elizabeth,  who 
married,  sec.  40,  at  Glasgow,  21  Aug.  1889,  Matheio  Deans,  of  20,  Ronald  Street,  Glasgow. 

ii.  at  Glasgow,  15  April  1856,  Margaret  Kirkwood,  daughter  of  Alexander  Kirkwood, 
who  survived  him,  and  died  at  Denuistoun,  Glasgow,  17  Dec.  1892,  set.  78. 

1.  Fanny,  married  in  Newcastle. 

2.  Dorothy,  married  Joseph  Allan,  and  was  living  (1896)  in  Boston,  U.S.A. 

3.  Jane,  married  James  Allan,  brother  to  Joseph  Allan,  and  died,  set.  63,  at  6,  James  Street,  Glasgow, 

in  1890.     She  had  a  daughter  who  married  John  Grieoe,  and  was  living  at  9,  Wilton   Drive, 
Glasgow,  in  1896. 

Andrew  Wedderburn,  coach  builder.  He  married  at  Edinburgh,  Jan.  1836,  Jean  Davidson 
(daughter  of  William  D.ividson  of  Edinburgh,  by  his  wife  Jean  Paul),  and  died-  at  Edinburgh,  6  July  1865, 
set.  50.  Buried  in  the  Grange  Cemetery  there.  By  his  wife,  who  died  at  6,  Lauriston  Gardens  in  1883, 
set.  72,  he  had  issue. 

i.  Thomas  Wedderburn,  born  1837,  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Adie  and  Wedderburn,  opticians,  of 
Edinburgh.  He  died,  set.  49,  at  6,  Lauriston  Gardens,  Edinburgh,  9  Aug.  1886,  and  is  buried 
in  the  Dean  Cemetery  there.  He  had  married  at  Edinburgh,  4  July  1867,  Jane  Brown  Baptie 
(daughter  of  John  Baptie  by  Jean  Brown),  and  by  her,  who  died,  set.  30,  at  Edinburgh,  27  March 
1870,  had  issue,  Jane  Brown,  died  at  Ediuburgh,  set.  14,  married  18  Aug.  1869. 
ii.  William  Wedderburn,  coach  builder,  born  at  Glasgow,  13  March  1839,  married  at  Edinburgh, 
26  June  1863,  Isabella  Black  (daughter  of  Charles  Black  and  Jessie  Erskine),  and  by  her  (born 
at  Edinburgh,  14  March  1836),  has  had— 

1.  William  Davidson,  born  at  Glasgow,  26  June  1863,  died  28  Jan.  1871. 

2.  Thomas  Charles,  born  at  Ediuburgh,  4  Oct.  1872,  a  dentist  in  Dundee,  1895. 

3.  William  Davidson,  born  at  Edinburgh,  5  Sept.  1874. 

4.  John  Erskine,  born  at  Edinburgh,  20  May  1882. 
and 

1.  Jessie  Erskine,    born  at  Glasgow,  12   May  1864,   married   at  Edinburgh,   7   June  1892, 

Thomas  Doualas.     She  died  10  May  1393. 

2.  Jane,  born  at  Glasgow,  8  April  1866,  died  13  Oct.  1867. 

3.  Christina  Margaret,  born  at  Glasgow,  27  Feb.  1870,  died  12  Oct.  1872. 

4.  Isabella,  born  at  Edinburgh,  29  Aug.  1876. 

5.  Christina,  born  at  Edinburgh,  11  Nov.  1878,  died  there  31  Aug.  18S3. 


Sect.  IV. — The  Wedderburns  at  Coldingham  and  Chirneside,  co.  Berwick,  1632 — 1789. 

I  have  not  made  any  special  searches  iu  the  records  of  the  county  of  Berwick,  interesting  as  it 
would  have  been  to  do  so  with  the  view  of  definitely  connecting,  if  possible,  the  Berwickshire  and 
Forfarshire  families  of  the  name.  But  now  and  again,  in  the  course  of  other  enquiries,  I  have  come  across 
the  name  in  the  comity  of  Berwick,  with  the  following  result. 

James  Wedderburn,  weaver  in  Rickelsyde  of  Coldingham,  co.  Berwick,  and  his  wife  Isobell 
Quhillow,  get  sasine  of  "ane  How  aiker  "  in  Coldingham  from  Archibald  Idington  3  Nov.  1632  (G.R.3.  10), 
and  some  years  later  they,  on  two  occasions,  29  Dec.  1638  and  13  Feb.  1640,  get  another  sasine  of  some  other 
land  there  (i'6.  13,  15).     This  James  Wedderburn  is,  no  doubt,  closely  related,  probably  as  father,  to  another 

James  Wedderburn  in  Coldingham,  who  with  his  wife,  Isobel  Griersone,  also  gets  sasiue  from 
George  Home  of  Wedderburn  of  some  land  in  Coldingham  12  Dec.  1643  (ib.  19),  another  of  his  name, 
George  Wedderburn,  indweller  there,  being  witness  to  the  charter.  This  second  James  ia  described  later 
as  in  Rickelsyde  of  Coldingham,  viz.,  7  June  1653,  when  he  and  his  wife  get  a  further  sasine  of  land  iu  the 
barony  of  the  Law  (ib.  25),  and,  18-19  Oct.  1661,  when  they  get  sasine  on  a  charter  in  their  favour  by 
George  Home  and  his  curators  of  the  Whoile  Rige  (ib.  31).  He  is  no  doubt  to  be  identified  with  the 
James  Wedderburn  in  Coldiugham,  who,  with  Sir  James  Cockburn  of  Prendergast  and  others,  is  a 
defendant  to  a  summons  by  Jean,  daughter  of  George  Home  of  Heiringtoun,  on  which  a  decree  is  obtained 
17  Feb.  1679  (R.A.D.  98).     At  about  this  time  another  of  the  name 

William  Wedderburn  was  also  living  near  Chirnesyd  Maynes,  and  is  named  as  a  pursuer  in  a 
proceeding  by  George  Browu  in  Chirnesyd,  and  certain  tenants  there  (including  William  Wedderburn)  v. 
Charles  Oliphant,  writer  in  Ediuburgh,  which  is  recorded  12  Dee.  1671  (R.A.D.  85). 

That  the  same  family  held  the  Coldingham  lands  for  at  least  three  generations  is  clear  from  a  tack, 
registered  17  April  1741  (R.D.  339),  made  (1739)  by  Henry  Morison  of  Hiltoun  to  James  Wedderburn  in 
Rickelsyde  of  Coldingham  of  the  lands  there  possessed  "  by  the  said  James  and  by  his  father  and  grandfather." 

1  Mr.  John  Grieve  says  he  had  also  two  sons. 

2  The  entry  of  his  death  names  Elizabeth  Wate  as  his  wife. 
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Sect.  V. — Miscellaneous  References  (Scottish  Records).1  ^rt  VJ- 

I  add  finally,  for  the  sake  of  completeness,  some  stray  references  to  various  isolated  individuals,  of  most 
of  whom  I  can  give  very  little  account. 

Alexander  Wedderburn,  servitor  to  John  Ballingall,  writer  in  Dundee,  1752-58.  See  ante, 
p.  261,  note  6. 

Ann  Wedderburn,  buried  at  Dundee  4  Dec.  1795.     (D.M.D.  GS.)     See  ante,  p.  388,  note  3. 
Blair  Wedderburn,  one  of  the  councillors  of  the  maltmen  iu  Dundee.     Angus  Almanack,  1830-37, 
cited  in  J.W.'s  MS. 

David  Wedderburn,  co.  Roxburgh  1611.     See  below  s.  John  Wedderburn,  co.  Roxburgh. 
Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  wife  of  William  Pirie,  1701.    See  Stirling  Parish  Register,  '•  1701,  Aug.  31 
William  Pirie,  soldier,  Bettie  Wedderburn,  a  son  named  John.     Witnesses,  David  McCulloch  and  Thomas 
Ernes." 

George  Wedderburn,  widower,  died,  ret.  50,  at  Edinburgh  29  Dec.  1869  {Edin.  Reg.  Souse). 
James  Wedderburn,  in  Dundee,  circ.   1832  ?     The  property  formerly  belonging   to   him  on  the 
south  side  of  Commissioner  Street  advertized  for  sale.     Particulars  of  James  Stevens,  John  Philips,  Crieff 
or  J.  A.  Campbell,  C.  S.  Edin.     (Edin.  Evening  Courant,  25  June  1832,  cited  in  J.W.'s  MS.). 

Jane  Wedderburn,  widow  of  —  Kelly,  died  at  Edinburgh  19  Dec.  1859  (Edin.  Reg.  House). 
Janet  Wedderburn,  wife  of  —  Wedderburn,  shoemaker,   and   daughter   of   Alexander   Smith, 
died  at  Edinburgh  31  Dec.  1858.     (Edin.  Reg.  House.) 

John  Wedderburn,  at  Belhaven,  near  Dunbar,  1828  (R.H.  50).  See  below  s.  John  Wedderburn 
in  Dunbar. 

John  Wedderburn,  in  Budal,  co.  Northumberland.     See  post,  p.  499. 

John  Wedderburn,  in  Dunbar,  said  to  have  been  his  father's  only  child,  and  to  have  been  born  in 
Dunbar  about  1798,  died  in  1848,  and  was  buried  at  Dunbar.  He  is,  I  suppose,  the  "John  Wedder- 
burn, shopman  in  Dalkeith,"  returned  heir  general  to  his  uncle,  John  Wedderburn  at  Belhaven,  near 
Dunbar,  20  Oct.  1828  (R.H.  50).  He  married  at  Kirkcaldy,  Mary  Heyrie,  and  by  her  had  issue  an  only 
child, 

James  Heyrie  Wedderburn,  born  at  Dunbar,  12  Sept.  1842.  He  was  a  farmer  in  Fife  till  1878  ; 
but  later  (1886)  went  out  to  Africa.  He  married  at  Cabbage  Hall,  Leslie,  Fife,  27  Dec.  1865,  Eliza 
Graham  Fyffe  Dochard  (daughter  to  Peter  Dochard  of  Cabbage  Hall),  and  by  her,  living  1886 — 
1891,  at  16,  Marchmont  Road,  and  afterwards  at  Braid  Crescent,  Edinburgh,  had  issue,  a  son  and 
a  daughter  : — 

John  Wedderburn,  born  27  Oct.  1866  at  Bankhead  of  Pitteuchar,  Kinglassie,  co.  Fife,  and 
there  baptized.  Living  1891,  on  a  sheep  farm  N.S.  Wales.  I  do  not  know  if  he  is 
responsible  for  the  names  Wedderburn,  East  and  North-East,  given  to  certain  mining 
leases  of  3,508  and  13,567  acres  each,  and  mentioned  as  "recently  taken  up"  in  the 
British  Australian  of  11  June  1896,  p.  912. 
Sophia  Mary,  born  at  Bankhead,  27  March  1872,  and  there  baptized. 

[This  account  is  from  information  supplied  by  Mrs.  J.  H.  Wedderburn.    Her  marriage  and 
the  births  of  her  two  children  are,  of  course,  registered  in  Scotland.] 

John  Wedderburn,  in  Kelso,  1706-9.  He  married  Agnes  Turner,  and  had  three  daughters,  all 
born  and  baptized  at  Kelso,  viz.,  Margaret,  14-15  Oct.  1706  ;  Grizle,  17-21  Dec.  1707  ;  and  Elizabeth, 
10-11  Dec.  1709  (Kelso  Par.  Reg.).     See  R.D.  182. 

John  Wedderburn,  in  co.  Roxburgh,  1575.  I  have  a  note  of  an  action  of  removing  in  1575  by 
Archibald,  Earl  of  Angus,  v.  his  tenants  in  Jedburgh  Forest,  Roxburgh,  including  Sir  Andrew  Ainslie,  in 
Cleithauch,  John  Wedderburn  and  Robert  Wedderburn  in  Nunnislaw  (?  Wannislaw),  and  John  Wedderburn, 
also  there  (R.A.D.  15). 

To  this  we  may  add  another  entry  a  generation  later,  1611,  when  a  later  Earl  of  Angus  brings  a 
similar  action  v.  various  defendants,  including  John  Wedderburn  and  David  Wedderburn,  both  in 
MerviDgnlaw,  co.  Roxburgh  (R.A.D.  56). 

Margaretta  Wedderburn,  authoress  of  a  small  volume  of  verse  entitled  "  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots, 
An  Historical  Poem,  with  other  Miscellaneous  Pieces,"  Edin.  1811.  The  copy  of  this  book  in  the  British 
Museum  bears  a  pencil  note  by  the  authoress,  dated  9,  Catharine  Street,  Pimlico,  24  June  1813,  bequeath- 
ing the  book  to  a  Mr.  Tasse. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  trace  her  parentage,  but  the  verses,  which  contain  many  personal  allusions, 
give  some  information.  Both  her  parents  were  natives  of  Scotland  ;  her  mother  died  when  she  was  six, 
and  her  father  remarried,  but  was  again  left  a  widower  in  May  1810.  He  was  living  iu  England  in  old 
age  and  straitened  circumstances  in  1811.  The  writer  speaks  of  leaving  Scotland,  especially  Dalkeith  and 
Loughton  (the  scenes  of  her  education  and  youth),  in  order  to  join  her  father.  She  also  speaks  of  having  come 
to  Edinburgh  for  her  health,  though  she  had  no  relatives  there,  and  stayed  there  six  years,  1805-11(?)  It 
seemr  that  on  her  mother's  death  she  became  "  an  absentee  from  natal  home,"  apparently  near  Hampstead 
or  Highgate,  which  are  named  as  "scenes  of  youth,"  Sisters  are  mentioned,  but  no  brothers,  and  the  loss, 
when  the  authoress  was  23,  of  a  "  much  loved  youth,  Edwy,"  is  deplored.  He  was  probably  her 
fiance,  and  it  may  be  he  who  is  the  much  valued  friend,  who  left  her  a  small  independence.  There  is  a 
portrait  of  her,  painted  by  Miss  Monro,  and  engraved  by  R.  Scott,  as  a  frontispiece  to  the  volume,  which 
is  dedicated  to  the  "  Dutchess  of  Buccleuch." 

1  The  references  to  the  Edinburgh  Register  House  in  this  list  exhaust  the  results  of  the  search  there 
1855-92,  mentioned  ante  p.  475,  with  the  exception  of  Isabella  Ferguson,  born  at  Edinburgh,  1864  ; 
Margaret,  born  and  died  there,  1868  ;  Jane  Ann, born  at  Methlic,  1869;  John  Mount  Wedderburn, 
born  ibid.,  1877  ;  James  Ewen  Wedderburn,  born  ibid.,  18S4  ;  Thomas  Wedderburn,  born  at 
Glasgow,  1877,  died  there,  1878  ;  Matthew  Wedderburn,  born  at  Maryhill,  1878,  died  there,  1879  ; 
Elizabeth,  born  ibid.,  1S80  ;  David  Wedderburn,  born  and  died  there,  ibid.,  1882-83. 

3  Q 
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Part  VI.  Marion  Wedderburn,  1719.     She  is  pursuer  with  her  husband  who  is  not  named,  in  an  action  v. 

Chap.  III.  R.  Giltnore,  8  March  1719  (D.B.R.  509).  I  think,  as  there  noted,  that  the  word  Marion  should  be  Mariot 
or  Margaret,  and  that  the  reference  is  to  Margaret  Wedderburn,  wife  of  John  Paterson  of  Craigie  (ante, 
pp.  251-52.) 

Peter  "Wedderburn  or  Weatherburn,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  is  grantee  of  a  bond  dated  2  April 
1673.     See  R.D.  182,  note. 

Peter  "Wedderburn,  in  Edinburgh,  coachman,  married  Agnes  Walker,  daughter  of  John  Walker, 
and  by  her  who  d.  a  widow  at  304,  Lawnmarket  S.  Giles,  Edinburgh,  rct.  82,  20  April  1861  {Edin.  Reg. 
House),  had  issue  a  son  and  two  daughters  : — 

John  Wedderburn,  a  poulterer,  who  died  at   75,  Canongate,  Edinburgh,  Eet.   46,  10  March 
1861   (ib).      He  married  Elizabeth  Campbell,  who  died  at   Edinburgh   8  May  1892, 
set.  85  (ib). 
Jessie,  present  at  her  mother's  death.      She  married  at  Edinburgh  9  Nov.  1866,  tet.  45,  Andrew 

Whellans  (ib.)     (The  entry,  however,  wrongly  gives  her  father's  name  as  John). 
Agues,  married  Alexander  Hastie,  and  died  at  Edinburgh,  set.  69,  in  1888  {ib.). 
Rachel  Wedderburn,  wife  of  Alexander  Gray.     She  died  before  1869,  leaving  a  son,  John  Wedder- 
burn Gray,  who  m.  Ann  Smith  and  died  set.  40,  at  Aberdeen,  22  July  1869  (Edin.  Reg.  House.) 

Robert  Wedderburn  in  co.  Roxburgh  1575.  See  above  s.  John  Wedderburn  in  co.  Roxburgh. 
Thomas  Wedderburn  in  Some,  co.  Ayr.  1613.  There  is  a  contract,  29  Oct.  1613,  by  which 
Alexander  Hamilton  and  others  set  in  tack  certain  lands  in  the  parish  of  Loudoun,  bailliary  of  Cuning- 
hame,  co.  Ayr,  to  Thomas  Wedderburn  in  Some  and  Robert  Wedderburn  "above  the  bray."  The 
contract  is  dated  at  Kilmarnock,  co.  Ayr.  George  Wodburne  in  Auldtoun  of  Libertoun  is  a  witness 
(R.D.  54.)     See  above  s.  Robert  Wedderburn,  co.  Ayr. 

Thomas  Wedderburn  died  at  Perth,  pet.  19,  30  May  1855.  His  mother's  name  is  given  as  Elizabeth 
(Edin.  Rtg.  House.) 

Thomas  Wedderburn  (or  Weatherburn),  of  8,  Lothian  Road,  Edinburgh,  who  died  1  Aug.  1882, 
leaving  a  will  (L.W.  45.) 

William  Wedderburn,  married  at  Houndwood,  Coldingham,  18  July  1872,  M.  Murray,  and  had 
a  son,  John  Wedderburn,  born  at  Whitsome,  14  May  1883. 


PAKT    VI. 

Chapter    IV. 
The  Wedderburns  in  England 

I  have  now  to  give  an  account  of  a  few  families  of  the  name,  south  of  the  Tweed,  Part  VI. 
with  whose  existence  I  have  become  acquainted  in  the  course  of  my  investigations.  Chap.  iv. 

They  consist  chiefly  of  a  large  family,  all  traceable  to  a  common  ancestor,  in  the 
county  of  Northumberland,  another  at  Ponteland  in  the  same  county,  one  or  two  small 
families  in  Lancashire  (at  Ulverstone  and  near  Liverpool),  and  yet  another,  and  a 
numerous  one,  in  the  south  of  England,  descended  of  an  individual  known  in  the  early 
part  of  the  present  century  as  "the  black  preacher."  To  these  must  be  added  the 
descendants  of  an  Alexander  Wedderburn,  said  to  have  come  from  Berwick,  who  resided 
at  Exeter,  and  whose  male  line  is  now  extinct;  and  several  scattered  individuals  (including 
a  William  AVedderburn  in  Ireland),  the  facts  in  regard  to  whom  are  briefly  noted  in  the 
last  section  of  this  chapter.  A  family  of  the  name  connected  with  Manchester,  but  now 
settled  at  the  Cape ;  another  from  Aberdeen,  now  flourishing  in  Canada ;  and  a  third, 
descended  from  a  David  Wedderburn  who  emigrated  to  Virginia  about  1725,  will  be 
found  dealt  with  in  the  succeeding  chapter. 

Sect.  I. —  The  Wedderburns  in  co.  Northumberland: — (a)  at  Allerdean,  Homcliffe,  and 
Newcastle;  (b)  at  Brenkley  and  Tynemouth,  &c;  (c)  at  Ponteland,  and  later  at 
Leeds  ;  (d)  Miscellaneous  Notes. 

The  largest  family  of  the  name  in  the  county,  across  which  I  have  come,  consists 
of  the  numerous  descendants  of  a  person  who  was  living  at  Allerdean  in  about 
1740-50,  and  had  two  sons,  the  elder  of  whom  was  the  progenitor  of  many  descendants, 
resident  chiefly  at  Loanend,  Horncliffe,  Norham,  and  Spittal,  while  the  younger  had  one 
(surviving)  son,  Andrew,  who  removed  to  Newcastle,  where  there  are  now  a  considerable 
number  of  his  name.  To  these  must  be  added  a  few  smaller  families  in  the  same  county, 
especially  the  descendants  of  a  David  Wedderburn,  at  Brenkley,  a  Henry  Wedderburn 
near  Morpeth,  and  a  Matthew  Wedderburn  of  Benridge  in  the  parish  of  Bolam  not  far 
from  Ponteland,  together  with  several  other  individuals  and  their  children,  whom  I  have 
failed  to  connect  with  any  of  the  above  families. 

The  fact  is,  I  think,  that  the  name,  frequently  softened  into  Weatherburn,  is  not 
uncommon  in  Northumberland,  probably  from  an  early  date.  Like  most  old  border 
names,  it  spreads  on  both  sides  of  the  border.  My  inquiries  have  been  almost  entirely 
confined  to  the  northern  side,  since  it  was  northward  to  Dundee  that  the  family,  whose 
history  is  the  subject  of  this. book,  went  from  the  border  county.  Of  references  to  the 
name,  south  of  the  Tweed,  my  notes  are  thus  fragmentary  and  few,  but  I  make  no  doubt 
that  if  a  search  was  made  in  the  old  parish  registers  of  Northumberland  or  in  other 
Northumbrian  repositories,  as,  for  instance,  among  the  MSS.  at  Alnwick,  some  interesting- 
results  would  be  obtained.  As  it  is,  the  earliest  Northumbrian  of  the  name,  across  whom 
I  have  chanced,  is  a  Dorothea  Wedderburn  (post,  p.  503),  who  in  1689  married  at 
Ponteland  one  Thomas  Wilkinson  {Ponteland  Par.  Reg.).  In  one  of  the  county  histories,1 
too,  it  is  recorded  that  in  1754  "no  less  than  five  thousand  persons,  most  of 
them  from  the  country  and  mounted  on  pillions,  attended  the  wedding  of  William 
Wedderburn,  a  miner  of  Heaton,  at  All  Saints,  Newcastle." 

Less  certainly  of  Northumbrian  origin  is  an  individual,  whom  I  find  named  in  various 
Scottish  records,  viz  : — 

John  Wedderburn,  merchant  in  Budal,  co.  Northumberland,  and  later  at  Greenfield,  and  at 
Haukey,  in  the  same  county,  1741-47.  He  is  named  in  a  submission  and  decreet  arbitral  between 
him  and  Alexander  Christie,  merchant  iu  Falkirk,  24  March  1741  (R.D.  338),  and  again  in  a  bill  protested 
by  him  v.  James  Dundas  of  Edinburgh,  11  Aug.  in  the  same  year  (ib.  345).  He  then  moved  to 
Greenfield,  being  described  as  of  that  place,  4  Nov.  1745,  when  he  obtained  a  decree  v.  James  Dundas 
(R.A.D.  174),  and  he  would  seem  to  have  come  from  Scotland,  as,  24  Aug.  1747,  he  grants  a  factory  to 
John  Watson,  W.S.,  to  manage  his  affairs  in  that  country.  In  this  document  he  is  described  as 
"late  at  Greenfield,  now  of  Hankey"  (R.D.  368). 

1  See  the  History  of  Northumberland,  by  C.  J.  Bates,  p.  267. 
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Part  vi.  J.W.  in  his  MS.  also  notes  the  existence  of  a  family  in  the  North  of  England,  but 

Chap.  iv.   gjves  n0  precise  details,  although  he  at  once  assumes  for  them  a  descent,   in  a  manner 
eminently  characteristic  of  his  genealogical  work. 

"  I  once  (he  says)  had  a  trace  of  a  family  named  Wedderburn  in  the  North  of  England.  They  were 
poor  people,  one  of  the  sons  was  a  postillion  between  Weldone  Bridge  and  Whittinghame  in  1810.  The 
name  is  found  iu  and  about  Eyemouth  in  the  Merse,  co.  Berwick,  and  in  Dumfries.  It  is  not  too  much  to 
assume  a  descent  for  some  of  these  poor  people  from  William  of  Wedderburn,  who  was  located  in  the 
village  of  of  Blacater  in  1426, l  for  the  name  was  never  common  among  the  lower  orders  of  the  people." 

The  above  are  the  only  references  to  the  name  in  the  county  of  Northumberland 
between  1689  and  1740  with  which  I  have  met,  and  from  them  I  pass  to  give  an  account 
of  the  now  existing  families,  to  which  I  have  already  referred. 

Sub-sect.  (a).      The   Wedderbums  at  Allerdean,  Horncliffe,'1  and  Newcastle,  1744 — 1896, 

I.     Wedderburn,  probably  of   Allerdean,  co.  Northumberland,  employed  as  a  carrier  between 

Berwick  and  Edinburgh,  had,  with  possibly  other  issue,  two  sous  and  two  daughters,  viz.  :— 

1.  Henry  Wedderburn,  afterwards  of  Loanend.     See  below,  II. 

2.  James  Wedderburn,  afterwards  of  Longridge.     See  post,  Ila. 

and  Agnes,  and ,  another  daughter,  (whose  name  I  have  not  ascertained). 

II.  Henry  Wedderburn  [17-14—1782],  salmon  fisher,  born  1744,  came  from  Aberdeen  to  Loanend, 
where  he  died  in  1832,  and  was  buried  at  Norham.  He  married  Margaret  Kirton,  and  by  her  (d.  at 
Loanend,  ret.  33)  had  issue,  two  sons,  viz.  : — 

1.  Henry  Wedderburn.     See  below,  III. 

2.  John  Wedderburn,  said  to  have  been  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  died  in  the  China 

Seas.     Unmarried. 

III.  Henry  Wedderburn,  salmon  fisher,  who  went  to  Horncliffe  in  1818,  was  born  about  1775,  and, 
dying  at  Horncliffe  about  1859,  set.  S4,  was  buried  at  Norham.  He  married  at  Norham  in  1796, 
Agnes  Milvin,  aud  by  her,  who  died  at  Norham  in  1833,  set.  57,  and  is  there  buried,  had  issue  five  sons 
and  five  daughters,3  viz.  : — 

1.  James  Wedderburn  of  Spittal,  born  at   Loanend  in  1798,  and  died  at  Middle  Street,   Spittal, 

29  May  1849,  set.  51.     He  married  Margaret  Edminson,  and  by  her  (d.  at  Spittal,  19  Nov.  1S79, 
set.  80),  had  issue  five  sons  and  five  daughters  : 

i.  Henry  Wedderburn,  born  182S  ;  died  at  Spittal  11  April  1869.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
merchant  service,  and  later  in  some  chemical  works.  He  married  Alice  Fairbalrn, 
and  by  her  had  issue  (a)  James,  born  at  Berwick  1855  ;  (6)  George,  born  1858,  married 
1SS2  Elizabeth  Rachel  McLaren,  and  has  a  daughter  Mary,  born  1885  ;  (c)  William, 
married  at  Benwell,  Newcastle,  1888,  his  cousin,  Margaret  Wedderburn,  (daughter  of 
his  uncle  John),  and  has  a  son  Henry,  born  at  Newcastle,  1889,  and  a  daughter 
Jane  Isabella,  born  and  died  at  Newcastle  1890  ;  (d)  James  ;  (e)  Sarah  ;  (/)  Alice, 
boru  1877,  died  18S9  ;  (g)  Susannah  ;  (A)  Isabella  ;  (i)  Margaret, 
ii.  Thomas  Wedderburn,  born  1837,  aud  now  in  Newcastle  ;  married  Elizabeth  Allen  of 

Tweedmouth. 
iii.  John  Wedderburn    of    Spittal,    died    at    Edinburgh    19    Sept.    1888.       He    married 
at  Berwick  in  1862,  Jane  Simpson,  and  by  her  (died  at  Morpeth  1S73,  set.  33),  had 
issue  James,  born  1870  ;  Jane  Simpson,  born  1863  ;  Margaret,  born  1866,  and  died 
iu  infancy  ;  Margaret,   born  1868   (married  her  first  cousin,  William  Wedderburn,  ut. 
sup.),  and  Ann  Isabella,  born  1872. 
iv    Mark  Wedderburn,  died  in  infancy, 
v.  Mark  Wedderburn,  died  in  infancy. 

The  daughters  were  : — i.  Mary  (married  Robert  McDougall),  ii.  Ann  (married  Thomas  Burn), 
iii.  Margaret  (married  Henry  Knox),  iv.  Jane  (married  William  Taylor),  and  Isabella, 
who  died  at  Spittal  2  Jan.  1852,  set.  16. 

2.  Henry  Wedderburn,  died  about  1862.     He  married  twice,  viz.  : 

(a)  Alice  or  Alison  Cowe,  by  whom  (died  at  Fenton  11  Feb.  1842,  a%t.  48),  he  had  issue 
a  daughter  Alice,  of  whom  I  have  no  particulars,  and  three  sons,  viz.  : 
i.  David   Wedderburn  of  Ford  Moss,  co.  Northumberland. 
ii.  Henry  Wedderburn,  died  at  Alnwick. 

iii.  John  Wedderburn  of  Scremerston  by  Berwick.     He  married  Mary  Ann  Hickey, 

and  by  her  had  issue  (a)  Henry,  b.  at  Glendale,  1886  ;  (b)  Robert  James,  b.  at 

Felkington,  Berwick,   1868  ;    (c)  David,   b.    1870  ;  (d)  Mary  Jane,  b.    1871  ; 

(c)  Alice,  b.  1875. 

(b)   Margaret  Dover,   by  whom  he  had  issue  a  son,   William,   b.   at  Fenton   1852,   who 

married    (1)  1873,   Jane  Trobe;   (2)  1882,    Isabella  Bell ;    and  three  daughters  (a) 

Agnes,  b.    1848,   m.   1876,   James  Sims  Stephenson ;    (6)   Isabella,  b,   1847;  (c) 

Esther,  b.  1849. 

1  See  the  Introduction. 

2  It  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  the  map  that  Allerdean,  Horncliffe,  Norham,  Loanend,  Longridge,  Spittal, 

and  Scremerston,  mentioned  in  this  sub-section,  are  all  near  Berwick,  and  a  little  south  of  the  Tweed. 

3  Their  names  were  Dorothy,   Margaret,  Esther,  Cristina    and  Agnes,  but  I  have  no  particulars  in 

regard  to  them. 
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3.  John  Wedderburn,  b.  1S04,  died  at  Norham  in  1882,  ret.  78,  and  is  there  buried.     He  married  Part  VI. 
Mary  Hewitt,  and  by  her  had  issue,  Chap    IV. 

i.  James  Wedderburn  of  Norham,  who  married  at  Durham  in  1862  Elizabeth  Heslop 
and  has  issue  (a)  "William,  b.  1864,  m.  Susannah  Pearson  Alston;  (b)  John,  b. 
1876  ;  (c)  James,  b.  1879;  (rf)  Henry,  b.  1882;  (e)  Joseph,  b.  1886;  (/)  Mary  Ann, 
b.  1866;  (g)  Rachel,  d.  ret.  24;  (A)  Elizabeth,  b.  1870,  m.  Samuel  Stewart  Sutherland  ; 
(i)  Sarah  Louisa,  b.  1872,  m.  William  Maimers;  (j  )  Lydia  Hewitt,  b.  1873;  (k) 
Margaret,  d.  ret.  8;  and  (I)  Annie,  b.  1884. 
ii.  Henry  Wedderburn,  b.  1S36,  living  at  Norham  unm.  1896. 
and 

Mary  Ann,  m.  1S57  John  Briggs,  and  has  issue. 

4.  Christopher  "Wedderburn    died    about    1888.     He   married   Margaret  Geggie    and  had   issue 

three  sons  and  two  daughters,  viz  : — 

i.  James  "Wedderburn,  killed  on  the  railway.     Unmarried, 
ii.  Thomas  Wedderburn  of  Tweedmouth. 
iii.  John  Wedderburn,  in  Australia, 
and 

Isabella,  now  in  Newcastle,  and  Agnes,  who  died  at  Tweedmouth. 

5.  William  Wedderburn  of  Horncliffe,  was  born  at  Loanend  15  July  1811  and  was  living  in  1890.  He 
married  in  1835,  at  Wion  Chain  Bridge,  Euphemia  Aleorn,  daughter  of  Robert  Alcorn,  and  by  her 
had  issue  five  sons  and  four  daughters  : — 

i.  Robert  Wedderburn.  now  of  Newcastle,  born  1841  ;  married  at  Coldingham  186S,  Eliza 
Fulton,  daughter  of  John  Fulton,  and  by  her  has  issue  (a)  William,  born  at  Coldingliam  1868; 
(6)  John,  born  at  Ayton  1870  ;  (c)  Robert,  born  at  Ayton  1871  ;  (d)  Henry,  born  at  New- 
castle 1876  ;  (e)  James,  born  at  Newcastle  1880 ;  (/)  Jessie,  born  at  Newcastle  1874 ; 
(g)    Euphemia,  born  at  Newcastle  1874. 

ii.  Henry  Wedderburn,  born  1845-46,  died  at  Loanend  15  Sept.  1885.  His  occupation  is  variously 
described  in  the  registers  relating  to  him.  He  married  at  Berwick,  in  March  1873,  Jane  Walker, 
daughter  of  William  Walker  of  Carriden,  and  by  her  had  issue  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
viz.  (a)  William,  born  at  Horncliffe,  1873  ;  (6)  Henry,  born  there  1877;  (c)  Robert,  born  there 
1883  ;  (d)  Andrew,  born  and  died  there  1885-86  ;  and  (e)  Jane,  born  at  Carriden  1875  ;  (/) 
Euphemia,  born  at  Loanend  18S0.  His  widow  was  living  at  Norham  in  1896  (Tyndal  House, 
Duddo,  Norham). 

iii.  William  Wedderburn  of  Horncliffe,  born  1850.  He  married  at  Berwick,  1SS3,  Mary  Leitch, 
daughter  of  James  Leitch  of  Norham  East  Mains,  and  by  her  has  issue  (a)  William,  born  at 
Horncliffe,  1885  ;  (o)  James  Leitch,  born  there  1887  ;  (c)  Jannet,  born  at  Norham,  1883  ;  and 
(rf)  Euphemia  Alcorn,  born  and  died  at  Horncliffe,  1889. 

iv.  James  Wedderburn  of  Horncliffe,  born  1S53,  married  at  Wallace  Green,  1879,  Elizabeth  Moor 
"Wight,  daughter   of    John    Wight    of    Tweedmouth,    and   has    issue,   all   born   at    Horncliffe, 

(a)  William,  born   1880  ;    (6)  John,  born  1SS4;    (c)  Henry,  born  1886  ;    (rf)  James  Alcorn, 
born  1888  ;   (c)  Robert,  born  1891  ;  and  (/)  Jane,  born  1882. 

y.  John  Wedderburn  of  Blenheim  Street,  Newcastle,  born  1855.  He  married  at  Newcastle,  1885,  Anne 
Morison,  daughter  of  John  Morison,  and  has  had  issue,  (a)  Elizabeth,  born  at  Newcastle,  1886; 

(b)  Euphemia,  born  and  died  there,  1889-90. 
and 

Jane,  born  1835  ;  Agnes,  born  1S39,  married  at  Newcastle,  1880,  George  Allan  of  Newcastle  ; 
Margaret,  born  1843,  married  at  Horncliffe,  1868,  James  Robert  Robinson  ;  and  Esther,  born 
1847,  died  at  Horncliffe,  1890. 


I  now  revert  to  James  Wedderburn  of  Longridge  (younger  brother  of  Henry  Wedderburn,  of  Loanend, 
ante  p.  501),  from  whom  have  descended  several  families  of  the  name  in  and  near  Newcastle. 

Ha.     James  Wedderburn,  born  about  1745-50,  left  Allerdean  and  went  to  Longridge,  where  he  was 

for  some  years  in  charge  of  the  toll-bar,  and  where  he  died  1S25-35. 1     He  married  Cristina ,  and  by 

her  had  issue  two  daughters,  Margaret  and  Ann,  and  two  sons,  viz.  : — 

1.  Henry  Wedderburn,  of   Longridge,    and   later  of   Felton.      He   died   unmarried   at   Newcastle, 

18  Nov.  1868,  ret.  79. 

2.  Andrew  Wedderburn.     See  below,  Ilia. 

Ma.  Andrew  Wedderburn,  b.  1792.  He  removed  to  Newcastle  where  he  was  engaged  as  an 
engineer,  and  where  he  died  in  1866,  ret.  74.  He  married  Ann  Allison,  daughter  of  Robert  Allison,  and 
by  her  (died  at  Newcastle,  29  May  1856,  ret.  58)  had  issue  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  viz.  : — 

i,  James  Wedderburn,  engineer,  born  1823  ;  died  at  Newcastle,  15  June  1881  (L.W.  42),  He  married 
twice,  (i.)  at  Ancroft,  co.  Durham,  1845,  Eleanor  Dayer,  daughter  of  Thomas  Dayer,  and  by  her 
(died  at  Newcastle,  1875,  ret.  50)  had  issue  ;  see  below,  (ii.)  At  Newcastle,  1876,  Jane  Crow, 
daughter  of  Robert  Crow,  but  by  her  had  no  issue. 

Of  his  first  marriage  the  issue  was  three  sons,  viz.  : — 
1,  Andrew  Wedderburn  of  Scotswood  Road,   Newcastle,  engine  fitter,  b.    1845,   married 
Mary  Ann  Aiston,  and  by  her   has   three   daughters  all  born  at    Newcastle,   viz.: 
(a)  Jane  Eleanor,   born   1870  ;     (b)  Elizabeth,    born    1871  ;    (c)  Sarah  Isabella, 
born  1875. 

1  His  great-nephew,  William  of  Horncliffe,  says  that  he  is  buried  there,  and  speaks  of  a  tombstone  there 
to  him  and  his  wife,  but  gives  no  inscription. 
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Part  VI.  2.  Thomas  Wedderburn,  foundry  clerk,  married  at.  Newcastle,  Jan.  1869,  Isabella  Purvis, 

Chap.  IV.  daughter    of    Francis    Purvis   and  had   issue,  all    born    at   Newcastle  : — (a)  Thomas 

Wedderburn,  born   1861  ;   and  (6)  Hannah,   born   1870;    (c)   Eleanor  Dayer,  born 

1875 ;  (d)  Winifred  Hanson,  born  1884. 

3.  Robert  Wedderburn,  engine  fitter  and  (1885)  foreman  at  the  Elswick  works.     He  married 

Mary  Ann  Moore,  and  by  her  had  issue  five    sons  and  four  daughters,   all   born  at 

Gateshead  or  Newcastle : — [a)  James  Wedderburn,  born  1871  ;  (6)  George  Moore 

Wedderburn,   born    1873;     (c)  Robert    Wedderburn,    born    1877;      (d)   James 

Wedderburn,  born  1882  ;   (e)  William  Wedderburn,  born  1884  ;  and  (/)  Eleanor, 

born  1875;  (g)  Mary  Anne,  born   18S0  ;    (A)  Isabella,  born  1885;    (i)  Catherine, 

born  1888. 

ii.  Robert  Wedderburn,  engineer,  of  Thornton  Street,  Newcastle,  born  1825,  died  at  Low  Benwell, 

Newcastle,  16  Jan.  1871,  when  administration  of  his  goods  was  granted  to  his  widow.  (L.W.  33). 

He  married  (i.)  at  Newcastle  in  1847,  Elizabeth  Scott,  daughter  to  George  Scott,  and  by  her, 

who  died  at  14,  Ivy  Terrace,  Elswick,  in  1861,  had  issue: — 

(a)  Andrew  Wedderburn,  born  at  Elswick  1860,  died  there  1861. 

(h)  Isabella,  born  at  Newcastle  1848,   married  there,  1866,  Robert   Wishart.     She  died  1870. 

(c)  Ann,  born  at  Newcastle  1850,  died  there  1852. 

(d)  Elizabeth,  born  at  Newcastle  1853,  died  at  Sheffield  1853. 

(e)  Catherine,  born  at  Elswick  1853,  died  there  1861. 

He  married  (ii.)  at  Newcastle  in  1863,  Catherine  Rowell,  daughter  of  Robert  Rowell, 
and  by  her  (living  1895  at  Beacousfield  Street,  Newcastle),  had  issue: — 
(/)  Robert  Wedderburn,  born  at  Newcastle,  24  Dec.  1867,  married  1892,  Sarah  Elizabeth 

English,  and  had  issue,  John  Roland  Wedderburn,  born  1893. 
{g)  Ann,  born  at  Elswick  1864,  died  at  Newcastle  1866. 
iii.  Andrew  Wedderburn,  born  1827  ;    died  s.p.  at  Nautwich,    Church    Coppenwell,    1S69,   having 

married  at  Rugby,   1852,  Hannah  Wardle. 
iv.     Henry  Wedderburn,  engine  wright  and  later  an  insurance  agent,  born  at  Tweedmouth  in  1832; 
living  1895  at  77,  Beaconsfield  Street,  Newcastle.  He  married  at  Newcastle,  1858,  Eliza  Ventress, 
and  by  her  had  issue  : — 

(a)  Henry  Allison   Wedderburn,  engine  fitter,  Elswick  Works,  born  at  Newcastle  1860. 

He  married  at  Newcastle,  1883,  Eleanor  Jane  Thompson,  and  by  her  has  1,  Thomas 
Henry  Wedderburn,  born  at  Newcastle  1884  ;  2,  John  James  Wedderburn,  born 
and  died  at  Newcastle  1886  ;  3,  William  Wedderburn,  born  and  died  at  Newcastle  ; 
4,  Ada,   born  1895. 

(b)  John  Ventress  Wedderburn,  printer,    born    at   Newcastle    1862  ;    married   at  Yarrow 

Grange,  Durham,  in  1886,  Sarah  Elizabeth  Henderson,  and  has  issue  Charles 
Wedderburn,  born  at  Newcastle  1887  ;  and  Elsie,  born  1891. 

(c)  Thomas  Lowthin  Wedderburn,  born  at  Newcastle  1867;  married,  1891,  Susanna  Jane 

Woodhead, and  has  issue,  Norman  Woodhead  Wedderburn,  born  1894;  and  Eveline, 
born  1892. 

(d)  Sarah  Ann,  born  and  died  at  Newcastle  1859. 

(e)  Catharine  Mary,  born  at  Newcastle  1870;  married  there,  1S71,  Frederick  Leach. 

(f)  Annie,  born  at  Newcastle  1874  ;  died  there  23  Dec.  1875. 

(g)  Alice,  born  at  Newcastle  1859  ;  died  there  1880. 

v.  David  Wedderburn,  born  1834,  died  in  London  1893.  He  married  Louisa  Simpson,  and  had 
issue  Eleanor,  born  and  died  at  Newcastle  1857  ;   Louisa,  born  and  died  at  Newcastle  1859. 

vi.  John  Wedderburn,  engine  fitter,  born  1837;  married  at  Newcastle  I860  Jane  Hutchinson, 
and  by  her  (who  married  secondly,  at  Newcastle  1871,  Henry  Mills)   had  issue  : — 

(a)  James  Wedderburn,   married   at    Newcastle,    1884,   Jane  Elizabeth  Dove,  and   has 

James  Edward,  born  at  Tynemouth  1887  ;  Christina,  born  at  Tynemouth  1885  ;  and 
Ellen  Dove,  born  at  Western  Glover,  Walker,  1889. 

(b)  John  Wedderburn,  died  1869. 
and 

(c)  Elizabeth  Jane. 

(d)  Annie,  married  at  Newcastle,  1887,  Thomas  McPherson,  widower. 

(e)  Eleanor,  married  at  High  Elswick,  1889,  John  Wallace  Trainer  of  Newcastle, 
and 

Catherine,  born  1819  ;  died  1892. 

Christian,    born   1821  ;    died    1894.     (No    doubt   the    Christian  Wedderburn,    daughter   of   Andrew 

Wedderburn,  engineer,  who  married  at  Newcastle,  1857,  Matthew  Gibson,  widower.) 
Mary  Ann,   born  1829;  married  at  Newcastle  1852,  Robert  Common. 

Sub-sect.  (bj.     The   Wedderburns  at  Brenldey  and  Tynemouth. 

I.  David  Wedderburn1  [1S08— 1855  ?],  of  Brenkley,  Castle  Ward,  was  born  about  1808-15  and  died 
in  1847.2  He  married  Sarah  Cook,  daughter  of  Thomas  Cook,  and  by  her  (who  married  secondly,  at 
Horton,  10  May  1857,  John  Swan,  had  issue, 

1.  David  Wedderburn,3  born  1838,  died  at  Gosforth  1885,  set.  47.  He  married  at  Whitworth, 
Auckland,  co.  Durham,  1864,  Elizabeth  Thompson,  daughter  of  John  Thompson,  and  by  her 
(who  survived  him)  had  issue, 

1  His  parentage  is  not  ascertained,  but  a  Thomas  Wedderburn,  who  died  at  Seghill  in  1861,  set.  76,  may 

well  be  his  father. 
-  If,  as  seems  the  fact,  he  is  identical  with  the  David  Wedderburn  who  died  at  Morpeth  9  Oct.  1847,  Pet.  39. 
3  He  is,  I  make  no  doubt,  the  son  of  the  above.     His  father's  name  is  given  as  David  in  the  register  of  his 

marriage,  and  both  date  and  place  accord, 
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i.  Thomas  Wedderburn,  born  at  Newcastle,  1867.  Part  VI. 

ii.  David  Wedderburn,  born  there  1871.  Chap.  IV. 

iii.  John  Joseph  Wedderburn,  born  ibid.,  1879. 

iv.  Alfred  Wedderburn,  born  ibid.,  1882. 
and 

i.  Elizabeth  Anne,  born  at  Walker,  Tynemouth,  1868,  married  at  Gosforth,  1890,  Thomas 
Robson  Martin. 

ii.  Margaret,  born  at  Newcastle,  1869. 
iii.  Kate,  born  ibid.,  1874. 
iv.  Isabella  Thompson,  born  ibid.,  1876. 

2.  John  Wedderburn,  of  Seghill,  born  at  Brenkley  1843  ;  married  at  Seghill,  1869,  Eleanor  Wilson, 

daughter  of  Thomas  Wilson,  and  had  issue — 

i.  Thomas  Wedderburn,  born  at  Seaton  Delaval,  1873. 
ii.  Sarah,  born  and  died  at  Seghill,  1870. 
iii.  Elizabeth,  born  at  Seghill,  1871. 

3.  James  Wedderburn,  born  1846,  died  at  Morpeth  1857,  set  11. 
and 

1.  Dorothy,  born  1841,  married  at  Hull,  1S74,  William  Holliday. 

2.  Sarah,  married  at  Newcastle,  1857,  John  Douglas. 

II.  Henry  Wedderburn,  smith,  died  1S65-77.     Several  persons  are  similarly  described  in  the  registers 
as  "  son  of  Henry  Wedderburn,  smith,"  and  may  thus  be  assumed  to  be  brothers.     They  are 

1.  George  Wedderburn,  born  1844.    He  married 

i.  At  Berwick,  1865,  Ann  Bryson,  and  had  issue,  a  son, 

Henry  Wedderburn,  born  at  Broomhill,  East  Chevington,  1874. 
ii.  At  Morpeth,  1877,  Ann  Cowans,  and  by  her  had  issue,  a  son, 
Robert  Wedderburn,  born  and  died  at  Morpeth,  1878. 

2.  James  Wedderburn  of    Dinnington,   born   1853,  and  died  at  Dinnington  1882.     He  married  at 

Annitsford,  1877,  Alice  Susannah  McDine,  and  by  her  (who  married  secondly,  24  June  1885, 
at  Morpeth,  John  Sheilds  of  Bedlington)  had  issue  : — 

i.  Henry  Wedderburn,  born  and  died  at  Dinnington,  1880. 
ii.  John  Wedderburn,  born  and  died  there,  1882. 
iii.  Margaret,  born  and  died  there,  1881. 
and  two  daughters, 

i.  Ellen,  married  at  Tynemouth,  1866,  set.  26,  Robert  Cochrane. 
ii.  Margaret,  married  at  Tynemouth,  1S66,  set.  26,  John  Morgan. 

Sub-sect.  (c).      The  Wedderhurns  in  Ponteland,1  and  later  near  Leeds. 
Matthew  Wedderburn,2  of  the  parish  of  Bolam,  co.  Northumberland,  who  is  probably  identical 

'  The  following  are  the  entries  relating  to  Wedderburns  in  the  Ponteland  registers  1603—1806  : — 

Marriages. 
Thomas  Wilkinson  and  Dorothea  Wedderburn,  married. 
Richard  Birkley  or  Brenkley  of   this  parish  and  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  of  the 

parish  of  S.  Nicholas  (Newcastle). 
Matthew  Wedderburn  of  the  parish  of  Bolam  and  Mary  Tone  of  this  parish. 
William  Weatherburn,  bachelor,  and  Christian  Hugnp,  spinster,  both  of  this  parish. 

Baptisms. 
Mary,  d.  of  Matthew  and  Mary  Weatherburn,  Clickimin. 
Barbara,  d.  of  Matthew  and  Mary  Weatherburn,  Clickimin. 
Matthew,  s.  of  Matthew  and  Mary  Weatherburn,  Ponteland. 
Lancelot,  s.  of  Matthew  and  Mary  Weatherburn  of  Clickimin. 
John,  s.  of  Matthew  and  Mary  Weatherburn  of  Clickimin. 

Burials. 

Barbara,  d.  of  Matthew  Wedderburn  of  Belsay. 

John,  s.  of  Matthew  and  Mary  Wedderburn  of  Clickimin. 

Mary  Weatherburn,  Clickimin. 

Mary,  d.  of  Matthew  Wedderburn,  Clickimin. 

Mathew  Wedderburn  of  Benridge,  farmer,  died  Feb.  28,  age  64  years. 
Of  the  above,  the  first-named  couple  no  doubt  correspond  to  the  Thomas  Wilkinson  of  Horton 
Grange  (Dinnington).  buried  at  Ponteland  3  Jan.  1724,  and  Dorothy  Wilkinson  of  Dinnington,  buried 
30  April  1727.  They  had  issue,  all  baptised  at  Ponteland,  Anna  (22  April  1690),  William  (28  March 
1692),  John  (25  March  1695),  Mary  (25  July  1697),  and  Dorothy  (28  March  1699).  Dinnington  is 
about  two  miles  east  of  Ponteland,  aud  was,  till  a  few  years  back,  part  of  that  parish. 

Of  the  others,  with  the  exception  of  Elizabeth,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  Newcastle,  who 
married  26  May  1763  Richard  Brenkley  of  Ponteland,  and  William  Wedderburn  of  Ponteland, 
who  married  Christian  Hugup,  also  of  Ponteland,  25  Dec.  1790,  all  are  dealt  with  in  the  text. 
2  It  does  not  appear  whose  son  he  was.  Bolam  lies  about  nine  miles  north-west  of  Ponteland,  Belsay  and 
Benridge  lying  between  Ponteland  and  Bolam.  A  Matthew  Wedderburn  of  Belsay,  which  is  in 
Bolam  parish,  is  named  as  having  a  daughter  Barbara  buried  at  Ponteland  21  June  1775,  who  may, 
perhaps,  be  a  sister  of  the  above-named  Mathew  Wedderburn,  in  which  case  he  was  son  to  "  Mathew, 
of  Belsay,"  but  she  may  also  be  an  infant  daughter  of  the  above  marriage  with  Mary  Tone,  of  which 
otherwise  there  seems  to  have  been  no  issue  till  1781. 
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Part  VI       with  Mathew  Wedderbum  of  Benridge,  farmer,  who  died  at  Ponteland  2S  Feb.  1806,  rot.  64,  married  at 
Chap.   IV.  Ponteland  28  Dec.  1773  Mary  Tone,  by  whom  he  had  issue  three  sons, 

1.  Matthew  Weatherburn,1  baptized  at  Ponteland  1  Jan.  1787. 

2.  Lancelot  "Weatherburn,  baptized  at  Ponteland  12  July  1789  ;  see  below. 

3.  John  Weatherburn,  baptized  at  Ponteland  12  April  1791,  and  there  buried  15  April  1791. 
and  two  daughters, 

Mary,  baptized  at  Ponteland  17  June  17S9,  buried  there  22  May  1796  ;   and  Barbara,  baptized  there 

28  Sept.  1783. 

Their  mother,  Mary  Tone,  died  a  few  days  after  her  son  John,  and  was  buried  at  Ponteland  19  April 

1791.     I  think  her  husband  must  have  married   again,    as   his   grandson,  Lancelot  Wedderburn,   while 

accepting  the  above  account  of  his  grandfather's  family,  says  that  his  wife's  name  was  Allison.2     He  is  able 

to  give  no  account  of  his  uncle  Mathew,  but  supplies  the  following  in  regard  to  his  father  and  himself. 

Lancelot  Wedderburn.  or  Weatherburn.  baptized  at  Ponteland  12  July  1789,  died  12  May  1878, 
buried  at  Huddersfield,  co.  York.  He  was  for  some  years  a  sea  captain  in  the  transport  service,  but  retired 
and  became  a  tobacco  manufacturer.  He  married  Henrietta  Metcalf  of  Thornton-le-Street,  Thirsk, 
co.  York,  and  by  her  had  two  sons  and  a  daughter  ; 

1.  Lancelot  Wedderburn  or  Weatherburn,  born  at  Thirsk  11  July  1817  ;  now  (1891)  of  Hope  House, 

Moor  Allerton.  Leeds.3  He  has  resumed  the  spelling  of  his  surname  as  Wedderburn.  He  married, 
i.,  at  St.  John's,  Leeds,  27  March  1839,  Lucinda  Turley,  who  d.s.p.  ;  ii.,at  St.  Leonard's  Church 
Malton,  co.  Yorks,  2  Oct.  1863,  Elizabeth  Kenyon  Allen,  daughter  to  William  Allen  of  the 
Lodge,  Maltou,  and  by  her  has  two  sons  and  a  daughter  ; 

1.  Herbert  'Wilson  Wedderburn,  born  at  Hope  House  26  Dec.  1S64. 

2.  Lancelot  William  Wedderburn,  born  at  Hope  House  1  April  1867. 
and 

Edith  Mary,  born  at  Hope  House  6  Jan.  1866. 

2.  Luke  James  Weatherburn,  born  at  Huddersfield  8  March  1S19,  died  before  1891  ; 
and 

Henrietta,  born  there  21  Oct.  1824,  died  before  1891. 

Sub-sect.  (d).     Miscellaneous   Notes. 

I  add  a  list  of  various  individuals  belonging  to  Northumberland  whom  I  find  mentioned  chiefly  in 
the  registers  at  Somerset  House,  but  of  whom  I  have  no  details. 

Agnes  Wedderburn,  born  at  Alnwick,  1SS0. 

Anne  Wedderburn,  an  old  miser,  who  died  17  July  1813.  See  Scots'  Magazine  1813,  p.  640,  where 
some  account  of  her  personality  is  given,  but  none  of  her  history. 

Barbara  Wedderburn  (daughter  of  David  Wedderburn),  died  at  Newcastle,  7  Nov.  1840,  set.  5. 

Barbara  Wedderburn,  born  at  Morpeth,  April  1858. 

Catharine  Wedderburn,  widow,  died  at  Newcastle,  1890. 

Elias  Wedderburn  married  Mary  Martin  and  had  a  son  Thomas  Wedderburn,  born  and  died  at 
Oldgate,  Morpeth,  1884. 

Elizabeth  Jane  Wedderburn  (daughter  of  the  late  David  Wedderburn,  engine  fitter),  married 
set.  20,  at  Newcastle,  March  1881,  James  Baird,  widower. 

Frances  Wedderburn,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wedderburn,  married  at  Newcastle,  July  1837,  John 
Richardson. 

Frances  Wedderburn,  born  at  Morpeth,  Oct.  1860. 

Henry  Wedderburn,  of  Berwick,  and  his  wife,  Isabella ,  both  died  Dec.  1847,     His  age  is 

given  as  81. 

Isabella  Wedderburn  (wife  of  WTilliam  Wedderburn,  miner),  died  at  Chevingtou,  Morpeth,  June 
1883,  set.  29. 

James  Wedderburn,  horn  at  Morpeth,  1863. 

James  Henry  Wedderburn,  born  at  Morpeth,  1884. 

Jane  Wedderburn,  daughter  of  David  Wedderburn,  married  at  Morpeth,  June  1858,  Henry  Brown. 

John  Wedderburn,  railway  employe5,  died  at  South  Shields,  Jan.  1879,  set.  54. 

John  Wedderburn  or  Weatherburn  (son  of  Thomas  Weatherburn),  married  oot.  24,  at  Wooler,. 
Berwick,  Oct.  1882,  Patience  Benwell.  William  Weatherburn  is  a  witness.  (This  is  indexed 
s.  Wedderburn,   but  the  name  in  the  entry  is  given   as  Weatherburn). 

Margaret  Wedderburn,  widow  of  Henry  Wedderburn,  died  at  Scremerston,  1859,  ajt.  85. 

Margaret  Wedderburn  (daughter  of  Henry  Wedderburn,  seaman,  married  at  Berwick,  Dec. 
1886,  set  24,  Alexander  Shaw  of  Berwick. 

Mary  Ann  Wedderburn,  born  at  Newcastle,  1849. 

Robert  Nesbit  Wedderburn,  fishmonger,  Tweedmouth,  married  set.  30,  at  Berwick,  in  1847, 
Hannah  Willis,  and  had  issue  three  sons,  all  living  in  1855,  a  daughter  who  died  before  that  date,  and 
another  daughter  Hannah  Rebecca,  born  at  Kelso,  29  Aug.  1855. 

Thomas  Wedderburn  (son  of  Thomas  Wedderburn),  married  at  Ellingham,  1841,  Margaret 
Douglas,  and  had  issue  Thomas  Fulder  Wedderburn,  born  1S42  ;  James  Wedderburn,  born 
1843  ;  and  Joan,  born  1848. 

Thomas  Wedderburn  (son  of  John  Wedderburn  and  Mary  Ann  Lipsit)  died  at  Killing- 
worth,  Tynemouth,   1850. 

William  Watson  Wedderburn  died  ret.  3,  at  Berwick,  Dec.  1847.  Henry  Wedderburn 
informs.     The  mother's  name  is  given  as  Isabella. 

William  James  Anderson  Wedderburn,  born  at  Berwick,  1850. 
1  They  appear  to  have  so  spelt  the  name,  the  correct  spelling  of  which  was  resumed  by  the  next  generation- 
-  See  p.  502,  where  mention  is  made  of  a  Henry  Allison   Wedderburn,   son  of  Henry  Wedderburn  and 

Elizabeth  Ventress,  and  grandson  of  Andrew  Wedderburn  of  Newcastle. 
3  See  an  account  of  Wedderburn  v.  Pickering,  reported  13  Ch.D.  769  (18S0). 
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Sect.  II. — The   Wedderburns  in  Lancashire.  Part  vi. 

Chap.  IV. 
As  already  stated  (p.  499),  an  account  of  a  Manchester  family  of  the  name,  now 
settled  in  South  Africa,  will  be  found  in  the  next  chapter.     In  addition  to  it,  however,  I 
have  notes  of  other  persons  bearing  the  name  in  and  near  Liverpool  and  at  Ulverstoue. 

Sub-sect.  fa).      The   Wedderburns  in  Liverpool  and   West  Derby. } 

William  Wedderburn,  mariner,  died  at  Liverpool,  4  March,  1S44,  ait.  46.  He  is  probably  identical 
with  the  William  Wedderburn,  mariner,  who  married  Mary  Tilsley  or  Tinsley,  and  had  issue  : 

1.  John  Wedderburn,-  born   1836  ;  of    28,    Virgil  Street,  Liverpool,  collector  for  a  burial  society  ; 

married  (a?t.  26),  at  Everton,  Walton-on-the-hill,  co.  Lancaster,  28  April  1862,  Mary  Gill,  daughter 
of  John  Gill,  millwright,  and  by  her,  who  died  early  in  1864,  ait.  21,  at  7,  Anderson  Street,  Everton, 
West  Derby,  had  issue  : 

William  Wedderburn,  born  at  7,  Anderson  Street,  West  Derby,  19  Dec.  1863,  and  died  at 
74,  Cornwall  Street,  West  Derby,  1  March  1864. 

Ada  Mary,  died  ret.  12  weeks,  at  7,  Anderson  Street,   9  April  1863. 

2.  Robert   Wedderburn,  born   at  Ellison   Court,   Hodson  Street,   Liverpool,   7  July   1839,   died  at 

Cresswell  Street,  Everton,  West  Derby,  19  March  1850. 

3.  William   Wedderburn,  born   at  Beau   Buildings,   Bean   Street,    Liverpool,   1   Oct.    1844,  died  at 

Everton,  West  Derby,  31  Oct.  1848. 

Sub-sect.  fb).      The   Wedderburns  at  Ulverstoue.3 

Robert  Wedderburn,  iron  miner,  Dalton,  who  died  at  the  Union  Workhouse,  Ulverstoue,  25  May 

1882,  get.  81,  married  Mary  ,  who  died  at  the  same  place  16   Sept.  in  that  year,  ret.  78.      He  is  no 

doubt  the  father  of 

William  (or  Peter)  Wedderburn4  (for  he  is  called  both),  iron  miner,  who  married,  ret.  29,  at  the 
parish  church,  Ulverstoue,  22  June  1S62,  Elizabeth  Bains,  and  by  her  (who  died  at  Chapel  Street,  Dalton, 
Ulverstoue,  ret.  47,  29  June  1881),  had  issue  two  sons, 

1.  William   Wedderburn,  born  at  Dalton,  3  March  1868. 

2.  Isaac  Wedderburn,  born  there,  29  Oct.  1870. 
and  a  daughter, 

Elizabeth,  who  died  at  Chapel  Street,  Dalton,  27  Oct.  1876,  ret.  11. 


Sect.  III.— Robert   Wedderburn,  "the  Black  Preacher,"  and  his  descendants,  1762—1890 

This  individual,  whose  descendants  in  the  South  of  England  are  now  numerous,  was 
a  man  of  colour,  born  in  Jamaica  in  about  1762,  and  was  the  son  of  a  slave  there 
belonging  to  a  Lady  Douglas  and  named  Rosanna.  .  He  was  then  employed  on  the 
estates  of  James  Wedderburn  (afterwards  Wedderburn-Colvile  of  Inveresk),  whose  name 
he  assumed.  Later  on  he  came  to  this  country  and  was  at  one  time  occupied  as  a  tailor, 
and  lived  in  Clare  Market,  off  the  Strand.  He  seems  to  have  been  a  person  of  some 
talent  and  energy,  and  was  for  a  time  licensed  preacher  at  a  chapel  off  Berwick  Street, 
London.  In  1820  he  was  tried  for  blasphemy  and  sentenced  to  two  years'  imprisonment,5 
after  which  he  wrote  and  published  in  1824  a  pamphlet  entitled  "The  Horrors  of 
Slavery,"6  in  which  he  purported  to  give  an  account  of  his  origin  and  career. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  whom  he  married,  but  he  had  issue7  : — 

1  West  Derby  is  a  suburb,  lying  a  little  east  of  Liverpool. 

-  He  is,  I  think,  identical  with  the  John  Wedderburn,  tobacco  merchant,  who  died  ret.  48,  at  11,  Starkie 
Street,  West  Derby,  11  Jan.  1884  ;  information  of  the  death  being  given  by  his  sister,  Ann  Turnbull 
(Reg.  Somerset  House).  Administration  of  his  estate,  granted  to  Thomas  Cope  of  Liverpool,  a 
creditor,  describes  him  as  a  bachelor  (L.  W.  49),  owing  no  doubt  to  the  fact  that  he  had  long  been  a 
widower  and  childless. 

s  I  have  also  a  note  of  the  death,  ret.  60,  of  Thomas  Wedderburn,  of  Barrow  in  Furness,  at  the  Lancashire 
Lunatic  Asylum,  10  July  1885;  and  see  as  to  other  Wedderburns  in  Ulverstone,  1801-5,  post,  p.  510,  n.  1. 

4  His  marriage  certificate  gives  his  father's  name  as  "  Robert." 

5  See  Gent.  Mag.,  1820,  p.  465.     "May  10.     In  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  Robert  Wedderburne,  a  man 

apparently  of  considerable  talent,  was  sentenced  to  two  years'  imprisonment  in  Dorchester  Gaol  for 
uttering  blasphemy  at  a  chapel  in  Berwick  Street  where  he  was  a  licensed  preacher."  See  also 
J.W.  118. 

6  There  is  a  copy  of  this  pamphlet  in  the  British  Museum  (press  mark  ^S),  catalogued  s.  Wedderburn. 

7  The  following  account  of  his  descendants  is  founded  for  all  dates  from  1837  onwards  on  the  registers  at 

Somerset  House,  Loudon,  and  on  information  given  me  by  Jabez  William  Wedderburn.  He  is  positive 
that  there  are  no  living  descendants  of  his  great  uncle  Jacob,  and  as  there  is  no  mention  of  any  such  in 
the  Somerset  House  registers,  this  is  no  doubt  correct.  The  descent,  it  should  be  noticed, 
is  not  traced  beyond  1890. 

3  R 
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Part  VI.  1.  Jabez  Wedderburn,  from  whom  have  descended  a  large  family  of  the  name,  mainly  engaged  as 

Chap.  IV.    scalemakers,  in  the  South  of  England.     See  below. 

2.  Jacob  Wedderburn,  scalemaker,  who  was  born  in  1806,  and  died,  fot.  35,  at  25,  Eagle  Court, 
Clerkenwell,  20  Dec.  1841.  He  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Williams,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Williams, 
carpenter,  and  by  her  (who  m.  secondly  10  April  1843,  at  S.  John's  Church,  Waterloo,  Lambeth,  William 
Henry  Partridge)  bad  issue  four  sous  and  two  daughters.  1.  Jacob  Wedderburn.  b.  1834,  d.  at  63, 
Noble  Street,  S.  Luke's,  xt.  12,  26  Nov.  1846  ;  2.  William  Wedderburn,  b.  1837,  d.  at  2,  Red  Lion 
Market,  S.  Luke's,  pet.  2  years  2  m.,  7  Aug.  1839  ;  3.  Hope  Wedderburn  (no  doubt  twin  with  William), 
b.  1837,  d.  at  2  Red  Lion  Market  aforesaid,  a3t.  2  years  2  m.,  17  Aug.  1839  ;  4.  Joseph  Wedderburn,  a 
smith,  b.  at  Red  Lion  Market,  12  Oct.  1839,  d.  at  S.   Luke's  Workhouse,  Shoreditch,  2  Nov.  1869  ;    and 

1.  Mary  Ann,  b.  1828,  m.,  set.  30,  at  Holy  Trinity,   Hoxton,  5  Dec.  1858,    William  Matthew  Tennant ; 

2.  Elizabeth  Hannah  (or  Susaunah),  b.  at  25,  Eagle  Court,  17  June  1841,  m.  at  the  Peckham 
Wesleyau  Chapel,  Queen's  Road,  Peckham,  1  Aug.  1886,  John  Charles  Aubrey.  (The  entry  wroDgly  gives 
her  age  as  41.) 

I.  Jabez  Wedderburn,  scalemaker,  eldest  son  of  Robert  Wedderburn,  the  black  preacher,  was 
born  1798—1801,  and  died,  ret.  82,  in  the  Poland  Street  workhouse,  Westminster,  8  Nov.  1880.'  He 
married  twice,  (a)  Sophia  Clarkson  Surrage,  who  d.  ret.  44,  at  Foxes  Buildings,  S.  George's,  South- 
wark,  15  Nov.  1846,  and  by  whom  he  had  issue  four  sons  and  five  daughters  ;  see  below  ;  (A)  Sophia 
Nunns,  widow,  daughter  to  John  Hewitt.  This  marriage  took  place  2  Dec.  1850,  at  St.  John's  Church, 
S.  John's,  Waterloo,  Lambeth,  the  husband  being  described  in  the  entry  as  "  scalemaker,  Oakley  Street, 
son  of  Robert  Wedderburn,  tailor."  She  died  at  the  same  place  as  her  husband,  ret.  82,  on  26  Oct.  1880. 
By  her  he  had  no  issue. 

His  issue  by  bis  first  marriage  included2  three  sons  : — 

1 .  James  Wedderburn,  scalemaker,   b.  about   1821    and   died  before   1872.      He   married  at   Holy 

Trinity,  Brompton,  26  Feb.  1843,  Mary  Ann  Barrow,  d.  to  Joseph  Barrow,  cabinet  maker,  and 
by  her  (who  m.,  2,  at  S.  Mary's,  Lambeth,  12  May  1872,  Joseph  Wright)  had  issue  five  sons 
and  three  daughters  :  — 

1.  James  Wedderburn,  scalemaker  and  commercial  traveller,  b.  at  71,  Little  Britain  Street, 
St.  Botolph,  21  March  1847.  He  m.  30  Nov.  1867,  at  S.  Mary's  Church,  Newington 
(the  entry  describing  him  as  "James  William  "  and  "  of  full  age  ")  Catherine  Peplow, 
d.  to  Henry  Peplow,  and  by  her  has  had  issue,  (a),  James  William,  b.  at  25,  Camden 
Grove,  Camberwell,  8  Aug.  1878,  d.  there  12  Aug.  1878  ;  (b)  James  Henry,  b.  at 
35,  Hercules  Buildings,  Lambeth,  12  Sept.  1880  ;  (c)  Henry,  b.  at  239,  St.  George's 
Road,  Camberwell,  12  Nov.  1881,  d.  at  22,  Wayford  Street,  Wandsworth,  1882  ;  and 
(d)  Caroline,  b.  at  5,  Berkeley  Street,  Lambeth,  8  March  1869,  died  there  23  Aug. 
1869. 

2.  John  Joseph  Wedderburn,  b.  at  4,  Queen's  Square,  Bartholomew's  Close,  W.  London, 

22  Nov.  1849. 

3.  Robert  Wedderburn,  b.  at  34,  Mint  Street,  S.  George's,  Southwark,  25  Feb.  1851. 

4.  William  Wedderburn,  b.  at  45,  Golden  Lane,  28  Aug.  1854. 

5.  Henry  Wedderburn,  b.  in  East  London,  11  Aug.  1S56. 
and 

1.  Mary  Ann,  b.  at  83,  Kent   Street,    St.   George's,    Southwark,    4    Jan.    1844.,  m.    at    St. 

George  the  Martyr.  Southwark,  25  May  1863,  James  Chard. 

2.  Sophia,    b.   at   3,    Foxes   Buildings,    16    April    1845,  d.    at    5,    Queen  Street,  S.  Mary's, 

Newington,  2  Sept.  1849. 

3.  Jane  Sophia,  m.  24  July  1870,    Edward   Wasey. 

2.  Jabez  Wedderburn,  scalemaker,  b.   1828,  d.   at  46,   Blackheath  Road,  Greenwich,  5  Jan.  1882, 

His  will  was  proved  by  his  widow  and  executrix  13  Feb.  (L.W.  44.)  He  married  at  St.  John's 
Church,  Waterloo,  Lambeth,  27  Dec.  1846,  Harriett  Basson,  d.  to  John  Basson,  and  by  her 
had  issue, 

1.  Jabez  William  Wedderburn,  scalemaker  (now,  1895,  of  130,  Hill  Street,  Peckham),  b. 
at  24,  Baltic  Street,  St.  Luke's,  13  May  1849.  Married  1866  Ruth  Smith,  daughter  of 
Jeremy  Smith,  and  by  her  has  had  issue,  (a)  Jabez  William,  b.  at  13,  Coleman  Street, 
Islington,  26  April  1867.  (6)  Ernest  George,  b.  at  22,  High  Street,  Islington,  Jan. 
1869  (his  birth  is  not  registered  through  being  sent  a  day  over  time),  (c)  Walter 
Henry,  b.  at  12,  Friendly  Street,  Greenwich,  2  Feb.  1871,  d.  at  Deptford,  5  Dec.  1871. 
(rf)  Charles,  b.  at  146,  New  Cross  Road,  Greenwich,  4  Feb.  1878,  and  died  the  same 
day.  (e)  Clayton  Herbert,  b.  at  73,  Sumner  Road,  Peckham,  13  Jan.  1880,  died  there 
16  Jan.  1880  ;  and  ['/)  Ruth  Beatrice,  b.  at  85.  Queen's  Head  Street,  Islington,  8  Jan, 
1873,  died  there  5  Aug.  1S73.  (g)  Ruth,  b.  at  85,  Queen's  Head  Street,  9  July  1874. 
(A)  Florence  Harriett,  b.  at  146,  New  Cross  Road,  Greenwich,  22  April  1876,  died 
7  Feb.  1878.  (i)  Florence,  twin  with  Charles,  (j)  Beatrice,  twin  with  Clayton 
Herbert,  {k)  Grace  Harriett,  b.  at  73,  Sumner  Road,  6  Feb.  1882,  died  there  17  Dec. 
1884. 

1  The  Somerset  House  Register  says  he  d.  ret.  82.     His  family  say  he  was  only  79. 

-  By  this  marriage  he  had  also  other  issue  a  son,  George,  b.  at  Foxes  Buildings,  St.  George's,  Southwark, 
26  Aug.,  d.  there  24  Nov.  1843,  and  five  daughters,  (1)  Sophia  Phcebe,  m.  26  Sept.  1838,  at 
S.  Leonard's,  Shoreditch,  James  Shuttleworth  ;  (2)  Eliza,  m.  28  Aug.  1855,  at  Bethnal  Green, 
Henry  Diikins;  (3)  Sarah,  b.  1834,  m.,  ret.  22.  6  Feb.  1856,  at  Holy  Trinity,  Kensington,  John 
Hewitt  ;  (4  ■  Emma,  b.  8  Aug.  1838,  at  Little  Charlotte  Row,  d.  16  Jan.  1854,  at  19,  Brownlow 
Street,  St.  Giles  ;  and  (5)  Harriet,  b.  at  Foxes  Buildings  8  Oct.  1S40,  and  d.  at  13,  Moore  Square, 
S.  Giles,  Cripplegate,  2  Nov.  1847,  set.  7,  the  entry  wrongly  calling  her  d.  of  Robert  Wedderburn,  scale- 
maker. 
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2.  Robert  Wedderburn,  scalemaker,  b.  at  S,  Little  Arthur  Street,  St.  Luke's,  12  March  Part  VI. 

1853.     Married  at  Holy  Triuity,  Rotherhithe,  27  March  1874,  Margaret  Ann  Muskett,  chap.  IV. 
daughter  to  William  Muskett  or  Muscatt,  and  has  issue  a  daughter,  Annie  Harriet 
M L ,  b.  at  o,  Croft  Street,  Deptford,  2  Feb.  1875. 

3.  George  Alexander  Wedderburn,  scalemaker,  b.  at  S,  Little  Arthur  Street,  3  Aug.  1856. 

Married  at  S.  Denys,  S.  Stoneham,  14  Dec.  1S82,  Florence  Ada  Cross,1  daughter  of 
James  Cross,  and  has  (a)  George  Herbert,  b.  at  12,  Bernard  Street,  Southampton, 
16  March  1887  ;  and  (b)  Florence  Louisa,  b.  at  106,  Cleveland  House,   Bridge  Road, 

20  Sept.   1883.     (c)  Madeline  M ,  b.  at  12,  Bernard  Street,   Southampton,  5   May 

1885,  died  there  12  Nov.  1886.  (rf)  Harriett  Maud,  b.  at  12,  Bernard  Street,  16  March 
1889. 

4.  James  Wedderburn,  b.  at  Rufford's    Buildings,  Islington,  17  June  1858.      Emigrated 

to  Australia. 

5.  Frederick  William  Wedderburn,   b.    at  Rufford's  Buildings,   IS   Sepr.   1860.     Married 

15  May  1882,  at  Lewisham,  Anne  Coote,  daughter  to  Thomas  Coote,  aud  has  (a) 
Frederick  William,  b.  8  March  188C  ;  (6)  Edith  Anne,  b.  12  Jan.  1883  ;  (c)  Lilian 
Maud,  b.  2  July  1884,  all  at  46,  Blackheath  Road,  Greenwich. 

6.  William  Wedderburn,  b.  at  Rufford's  Buildings,  2  July    1864,   died   there    15   March 

1865. 

7.  John  Wedderburn,   b.    at    Rufford's    Buildinps,  22  Dec.  1865.       Married  at  S.  Paul's, 

Greenwich,  25  Dec.  1859,  Catharine  Sedgley,  widow,  daughter  to  George  Roberts. 

8.  Albert  Edward  Wedderburn,  b.  at  9,  Deptford  Bridge,  S  May  1871. 
and 

1.  Harriett  Louisa,  b.  at  8,  Little  Arthur  Street,   28   Dec.    1851.      Married  at  Islington 

Parish  Church,  2  April  1874,  James  Lewis  S/iarman. 

2.  Eliza,  b.  at  8,  Little  Arthur  Street,  5  Nov.   1854.     Married  at  Islington   Parish   Church, 

1860,  George  Gaddes. 

3.  Alice,  b.  at  2,  Rufford's  Buildings.  28  May  1863,  and  died  there  4  Aug.  1863. 

3.  Robert  Wedderburn,  scalemaker,  b.  1826  32.     Died  at  129,  Commercial  Road  24  June  1889,  xt.  57, 
but  the  age  is  doubtful,  as  his  marriage  certificate  says  he  was  aged  24  in  1850. 

He  married  at  S.  George,  Martyr,  Southwark,  13  Jan.  1850,  Martha  Hayward,  d.  to  Richard 
Hayward,  and  had  issue, 

1.  Robert  Edward  Wedderburn,  scalemaker,  b.  at  10,  Southwark  Square,  18  Sept.  1854,  m. 

24  Sept.  1S77  at  Trinity  Church,  St.  Saviour's,  Sarah  Ann  Bidwell,  daughter  to 
Samuel  William  Bidwell,  and  has  (a)  Edward  Herbert,  b.  17  Dec.  1879  at  36,  Windsor 
Street,  Brighton  ;  (b)  Robert  William,  b.  15  Oct.  1884  at  52,  Tidy  Street,  Brighton  ; 
(c)  Albert  Victor,  b.  17  June  1887  at  32,  Kensington  Street,  Brighton;  and  (d) 
Florence  E—  K— ,  b.  31  Oct.  1878  at  4,  Benhill  Road,  Oamberwell ;  (e)  Edith  Martha, 
b.  18  May  1882  at  10,  Station  Road,  Brighton. 

2.  Frederick  William  Wedderburn,  baker,  b.  2  Jan.  1859  at  IS,  Balaclava  Road,  Bermondsey, 

m.  5  Aug.  1883  at  the  parish  church  of  St.  George,  Camberwell,  Marion  Dainty,  d. 
to  James  Daiuty,  aurl  has  Frederick  Robert  David,  b.  4  March  1884  at  83,  Lynton 
Road,  S.  Olave's  ;  Herbert  Ernest,  b.  29  Feb.  18S6  at  21,  Richmond  Terrace,  Canbury 
Park  Road,  Kingston  ;  aud  Lilian  Emily,  b.  19  Jan.  1886  at  Tring  Cottage,  Canbury 
Park  Road,  Kingston. 

3.  Walter  Henry  Wedderburn,  compositor,  b.  28  July  1863  at  Crown  Wharf,  Commercial 

Road,  Camberwell,  m.  at  St.  George's,  Camberwell,  19  June  1887,  Emily  Jane,  d.  to 
Jonathan  Steveus,  and  has  Herbert  Walter,  b  8  May  1880  at  15,  Newman  Street, 
Wandsworth  ;  and  Emily  Nellie,  b.  26  April  1890  at  99,  Naylor  Road,  Peckham. 

4.  Herbert  George,  b.  6  Aug.  1865  at  Crown  Wharf  aforesaid. 
and  five  daughters, 

1.  Martha  Theodosia,  b.  2S  Jan.  1851  at  15,  Red  Cross  Street,  Southwark. 

2.  Emily  Mathilda,  b.  2  Jan.  1853  at  10,  Southwark  Square. 

3.  Florence  Annie,  b.  27  Dec.  1857  at  10,  Southwark  Square,  d.  10  June  185S. 

4.  Marianne  Amy,  b.  30  Aug.  1860,  d.  March  18G1  at  Crown  Wharf  aforesaid. 

5.  Kate  Eliza,  b.  3  June  1867  at  Crown  Wharf  aforesaid. 


Sect.  IV. — Alexander  Wedderburn  in  Exeter  and  his  /ami!?/,  1782 — 1891. 

I  have  not  succeeded  in  tracing  the  parentage  of  this  individual,  but  according  to 
the  information  given  me  by  his  son's  widow,  the  family  were  from  Berwick.  His  male 
line  became  extinct  on  the  death  s.p.  of  his  only  son  in  1886,  and  the  account  of  the 
family  may  thus  be  very  briefly  given. 

Alexander  Wedderburn  was  born  in  1782,  and  was  long  resident  in  Exeter,  being  Inspector  of 
mails  in  the  Western  District  for  the  General  Post  Office.  He  died  at  Longbrook  Street,  S.  David's, 
Exeter,  16  Feb.  1853  set.  71  (Gent.  Mag.  xxxix,  p.  450  and  Somerset  House  Reg.).  His  will,  dated  21  Oct. 
1852,  describing  him  as  "  retired  inspector  of  mail  coaches,"  was  proved  in  London,  March  1853 
(L.W.  26).  He  had  married  about  1799  Ruth  House,  and  by  her,  who  was  born  in  1776  and  died  set.  84, 
at  1,  Cleveland  Road,  Islington,  2  May  1860  {Gent.  Mag.  vol.  viii,  p.  643),  had  issue  one  son  aud  four 
daughters,  viz. : — 

1  Her  Christian  name  is  variously  given  in  the  registers . 
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Part  VI.  William  Thomas  Wedderburn1  born  about  1807.     He  was  chief  clerk  in  the  mail  office  and  inspector 

Chap.  IV.  of  mails  in  the  General  Post  Office  1827-60.     He  afterwards  resided  at  Dunkeld,  Croydon  Road, 

Anerley,  and  died  there  14  June  1886  tet.  79.  He  is  buried  in  Highgate  Cemetery.  His  will 
dated  26  Sept.  1846,  is  registered  at  Somerset  House,  and  leaves  all  to  his  widow,  who  is  the  only 
person  named  in  it  (L.W.  52).  He  had  married  at  Trinity  Church,  Cloudesley  Square,  Islington, 
on  17  Aug.  1843,  Mary  Jane  Fishley,  but  by  her,  who  survived  him  and  died  at  Anerley, 
10  April  1893,  had  no  issue.'2 

1.  Mary  Ann,  afterwards  of  North  Petherton,  co.  Somerset,  who  died  there  12  Dec.  1883,  fet.  84.     By 

her  will  she  left  only  £25  to  her  brother  William,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  well  provided  for. 
There  are  legacies  to  her  first  cousin,  George  Deuman,  builder,  and  his  two  sons,  George  and 
"William  (L.W.  50).  She  was  thus  born,  if  84  in  1883,  in  1799  or  1800,  and  if  her  age  and 
that  of  her  father  are  correctly  given  in  their  certificates  of  death,  the  latter  must  have  married 
when  17  or  18  years  of  age,  in  about  1799. 

2.  Margaret  Nesbit,  born  1813.  died  unm.  at  Cleveland  Road,  Islington,   14   May  1856,   letters  of 

administration  being  granted  to  her  brother  in  that  month  (L.W.  28). 

3.  Eliza,  b.  1815,  d.  unm.  at  Grendon  Villas,  West  Teignmouth,  17  Nov.  1869. 

4.  Caroline,   bom  about   1818.      Married,   i.  at   St.  Pancias   Church,  London,   22  July  1843    James 

Taylor,  ii.  James  Goodman,  widower,  dental  surgeon  at  Taunton,  who  died  about  1889.  She 
had  no  issue  by  either  marriage,  but  was  living,  though  infirm,  at  3,  Linden  Grove,  Taunton, 
in  1891. 


Sect.    V. — Miscellaneous   References   {English   Records). 

I  add  finally  a  list  of  miscellaneous  references  to  persons  bearing  the  name  in 
different  parts  of  England,  other  than  Morthumberlaud,  with  which  I  have  already- 
dealt.  These  are  mostly  due  to  my  search  of  the  register  at  Somerset  House, 
1837-90. 

Ann  Wedderburn  or  Wilkins,  widow,  died  at  Portsea,  Jan.  1849,  a;t.  72.     Jane  Wilkins  informs. 

Ann  Wedderburn,  widow  (daughter  of  Thomas  Scott),  married,  a?t.  35,  at  Salford,  co.  Lancashire 
10  July  1853,  Theophilus  Parkinson. 

Anna  Wedderburn  (daughter  of  the  late  John  Wedderburn),  married  at  Bethnal  Green,  17  Dec. 
1S72,  Daniel  Collins.     See  s.  Clara  Wedderburn. 

Charles  Wedderburn.     See  ante  p.  383,  n.  1. 

Charles  Wedderburn,  died  at  Duke  Street,  Adelphi  (S.  Martin  in  the  Fields),  22  March  1S38,  set.  2. 
H.  Wedderburn  (mother)  informs. 

Clara  Wedderburn  (daughter  of  the  late  John  Wedderburn),  married  at  S.  Saviour's,  Southwark, 
18  Aug.  1874,  John  Evans.     See  s.  Anna  Wedderburn. 

David  Wedderburn,  of  King  Street,  Drury  Lane,  a  seaman  of  H.M.SS.  Volage  and  Resistance, 
administration  of  whose  estate  is  granted  to  his  widow,  Sarah  Wedderburn,  July  1814  (L.W.  11.) 

Emma  Wedderburn  (daughter  of  William  Wedderburn,  pipe  maker),  married  at  Bethnal  Green, 
16  April  1870,  Joseph  Benham. 

Eva  Josling-  Wedderburn,  born  in  S.  Olave's,  Southwark,  1876. 

Frances  Wedderburn.     See  J.W.  117. 

Henry  Wedderburn  (son  of  Robert  Wedderburn,  engineer),  married  at  Berkhampsted  parish 
church,  co.  Herts,  29  May  1837,  Maria  Nash. 

Hope  Wedderburn,  of  40a  Rupert  Street,  Haymarket,  died,  net.  35,  22  Oct.  1837,  leaving  two 
sisters,  Lydia  (Mrs.  Duglas)  and  Sarah  (Mrs.  Dugdale).     See  L.W.  20. 

James  Wedderburn,  died  at  Alderbury  lunatic  asylum,  Fisherton  Anger,  Salisbury,  31  March 
1869,  jet.  46. 

James  Wedderburn,  private  94th  regiment,  buried  at  Poona  Makee  (Madras  Burials,  India 
Office,  ii.,   681). 

Jessy  Ann  Wedderburn,  born  1848,  died  in  Stepney  1851. 

John  Wedderburn  or  Weatherburn,  buried  at  Madras  1769  (Madras  Burials,  India  Office,  i.,  659). 

John  Wedderburn,  living  1810,  in  July  of  which  year  he  got  the  administration  of  the  estate  of 
John  Wedderburn  or  Hunter,  late  boatswain's  mate  of  H.M.S.  Penelope,  his  lawful  son  (L.W.  10.) 

John  Wedderburn,  died  of  angina  pectoris  at  S.  George's  Hospital,  London,  18  Sept.  1863,  a:t.  71. 

John  Hooper  Wedderburn,  boru  and  died  in  S.  Paucras,  June-Oct.  1869. 

John  Wedderburn,  formerly  of  Homerton,  but  late  of  Essex.  Administration  with  will  and  codicil 
granted  to  Margaret,  widow.     Somerset  Bouse  Administrations,  1889. 

John  Wedderburn  or  Weatherburn,  deceased,  widower,  of  Middlesex.  Administration  granted  (1889) 
to  James  Wedderburn,  son,  and  one  of  the  next  of  kin.     Somerset  Bouse  Administrations,  1889. 

Louisa  Wedderburn,  widow  (daughter  of  George  Miles),  married,  ajt.  39,  at  S.  Pancras,  May 
1888,  Frederick  Ellinyworth,  coach-builder. 

1  This  account  is  compiled  from  information  supplied  by  Mrs.  W.  T.  Wedderburn,  who  sends  me  as  her 

husband's  crest  a  seal  impression  of  a  nude  figure  bearing  a  club;  by  Mr.  Edwin  Goodman,  stepson  of 
Caroline  Wedderburn  ;  and  from  the  registers  of  deaths  and  marriages,  and  wills  at  Somerset  House. 
Mis.  Wedderburn  says  of  her  husband's  father  that  "he  had  some  brothers  who  I  presume  are  all 
dead  (1891),  but  I  know  nothing  of  their  families  except  that  they  lived  in  Berwick." 

2  The  date  and  place  of  this  marriage  is  given  on  the  authority  of  Mrs.  Wedderburn,  but  there  is  no  entry 

of  it  in  the  books  at  Somerset  House. 
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Margaret  Wedderburn  (daughter  of  Henry  Wedderburn,  compositor),  married  at  S.  George's  in  Part  VI. 
the  East,  5  March  1848,  Edward  Kaines.  Chap.  IV. 

Mary  Wedderburn,  widow  (daughter  of  Joseph  Sansam),  married  at  Liverpool,  28  Aug.  1848, 
James  Grant,  mariner. 

Mary  Ann  Wedderburn,  widow  of  John  Wedderburn,  tailor,   Manchester,   died  at  Chorlton, 
13  Aug.   1849,   set.  60. 

Mary  Jane  Wedderburn  (daughter  of  James  Wedderburn,  chairmaker),  married  at  S.  Andrew's, 
Lambeth,  a;t.  20,  4  Dec.  18S1,  James  Bolden  Buckler. 

Nancy  Wedderburn,  widow  of  William  Wedderburn,  died  at  Whittington,  Lancashire,  10  Feb. 
1840,  £et.  78.     Christopher  Wedderburn  present  at  death.     See  post,  p.  510,  n.  1. 

Patience  Wedderburn,  widow  (daughter  of  Robert  Taylor),  married  at  Clerkehwell,  12  Aug.  1845, 
William   Walden. 

Rachel   Wedderburn   (daughter  of   James   Wedderburn,   mariner),   married   at   Eotherhithe, 

11  April  1858,  William  Butcheson.  , 

Samuel  Wedderburn,  miller,  died  at  Naburn,  co.  York,  11  Feb.  1838,  aet.  64.  * 

Sarah  Wedderburn.     See  s.  Frances  Wedderburn. 

Sophia  Louisa  Wedderburn,  died  at  Sturminster,  Okeford,  20  Sept.  1838.  Ann  Trowbridge, 
grandmother,  informs. 

Thomas  Wedderburn  (son  of  William  Wedderburn,  husbandman),  died,  tet.  2J,  at  Chester-le- 
street,  co.  Durham,  19  Jan.  1844.     See  s.  William  Wedderburn. 

Thomas  Wedderburn,  labourer,  married  Eliza  Amies,  and  had  a  son,  Alfred  'Wedderburn,  born 
and  died  at  Norwich,  Aug.-Sept.  1880. 

Thomas  Wedderburn  of  Barrow  in  Furness.     See  ante,  p.  505,  n.  4. 

William  'Wedderburn,  husbandman,  died  at  Ohester-le-street,  co.  Durham,  3  Oct.  1844.  See  s. 
Thomas  Wedderburn. 

William   Wedderburn  (son  of    William  Wedderburn,  engineer),   died,   set.  2h,  at  Stepney, 

12  March  1849. 

William  Wedderburn,  who  came  from  Scotland,  and  is  said  to  have  been  at  one  time  engaged  in 
London  as  a  seed  merchant,  married  Fanny  Kemble,  of  Loughguile,  co.  Antrim,  and  by  her  (born  at 
Loughguile  1779,  died  there  1871,  a3t.  92,  and  is  there  buried)  had  issue  ; — 

1.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  went  out  to  Canada  in  1827,  and  died  there  unm.  in  1S40. 

2.  William  Wedderburn,1  bom  1819,  joined  his  brother  in  Canada  before  1840  ;  returned  to 
Ireland  in  1S65,  and  died  unmarried,  11  July  1875,  at  Stranocum,  co.  Antrim,  set.  56.  Letters  of 
administration  of  his  estate  were  granted  at  Belfast,  20  Aug.  1875,  to  his  sister  Margaret  (L.W.  36.) 

and 

1.  Margaret,  born  in  Ballymony,  co.  Antrim,  1826,  and  living  unmarried  1891,  set.  75,  at 
Stranocum.     A  member  of  the  disestablished  church  of  Ireland. 

2.  Fanny  died  Eet.  4. 


x  I  have  not  made  any  researches  as  to  the  existence  of  the  name  in  Ireland,  but  in  searching  the  records 
of  wills  at  Somerset  House,  came  across  a  reference  to  this  person,  and,  to  some  extent,  followed  up 
the  clue,  with  the  result  given  above,  from  information  supplied  by.Margaret  Wedderburn  to  the 
Rev.  P.  Farrelly  of  Stranocum,  who  wrote  to  me  what  she  told  him. 


PART     VI. 

Chapter     V. 
The  Wedderburns  in  South  Africa,  Canada,  and  the  United  States. 

Part  vi.  I  give,  finally,  accounts  of  three  families  of  the  name  who  are  established  abroad. 

Chap,  v.  Of  these,  the  first,  now  in  South  Africa,  was  certainly  at  one  time  connected  with 
Manchester,  but  has  some  tradition  of  having  left  Scotland  after  taking  part  in  support  of 
Prince  Charles  Edward  in  the  '45.  The  second,  now  in  Canada,  where  the  present  head  of 
it  has  reached  considerable  distinction  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  came  from  Aberdeen, 
and  may  be  connected  with  the  family  which  was  living  there  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
last  and  early  part  of  this  century  (see  ante,  p.  479).  The  third,  that  in  the  United 
States,  are  descended  from  a  David  Wedderburn  who  emigrated  to  Virginia  in  about 
1735-40,  and  whom  J.W.,  upon  a  quite  erroneous  assumption  as  to  his  parentage,  treated 
as  a  member  of  the  Blackness  family  (see  p.  222). 


Sect.  I. —  Christopher    Wedderburn  in  South  Africa,  1772 — 189 1. 

Christopher  Wedderburn,  said  to  Lave  been  born  at  Lindale,  co.  Cumberland,  in  1772  ;  died  at 
Lindale,  near  Salem,  in  South  Africa,  18  July  1848  ;  buried  at  Salem. 

He  for  some  time  traded  in  Deansgate,  Manchester,  but  in  1820  emigrated  to  South  Africa  with  his 
wife  and  family,  consisting  of  three  daughters  and  two  sons,  and  settled  in  the  district  of  Albany,  Eastern 
Province,  Cape  Colony.  There  he  first  acquired  a  farm,  known  as  "Green  Fountain"  farm,  near  Port 
Alfred,  and  later  on  became  possessor  of  a  larger  estate  near  Salem,  about  forty  miles  from  Port  Alfred 
and  sixteen  miles  from  Grahamstown,  which  he  called  Lindale,  after  his  own  birthplace  in  the  old  country. 
He  suffered  considerable  hardships  and  losses  in  the  Kaffir  wars  of  1835  and  1846,  the  Kaffirs  on  one 
occasion  in  the  latter  war  capturing  his  horses  and  cattle,  and  only  restoring  them  after  a  stiff  fight  with 
a  party,  which,  led  by  his  son  George,  had  pursued  them  up-country.  He  died  in  possession  of  Lindale, 
which  he  left  to  his  younger  son  George,  from  whom  it  passed  to  his  widow,  and  thus  became  the  property 
of  her  second  husband.1     See  below. 

1  My  authorities  for  this  account  are  William  Wedderburn  (born  1830)  and  George  Richard  Wedderburn 
(born  1866),  respectively  a  grandson  and  great-grandson  of  Christopher  Wedderburn.  They  differ 
as  to  the  name  of  Christopher's  father,  one  giving  it  as  John,  the  other  as  William.  George  says 
that  it  was  William,  and  that  he  was  a  cotton  manufacturer  in  Manchester,  who  had  two  sons, 
Christopher,  who  emigrated  to  S.  Africa,  and  William,  who  went  out  to  North  America.  William 
gives  the  name  as  John,  and  says  that  he  was  from  Manchester,  where  the  family  had  been  settled 
for  some  generations  ;  although  he  also  says  that  he  has  heard  they  left  Scotland  after,  and  because 
of  connection  with,  the  '45,  in  which  they  had  been  on  the  side  of  Prince  Charles.  He  speaks  of  his 
being  a  farmer,  or  lauded  proprietor,  perhaps  of  some  importance,  and  adds  that  he  was  remarkable 
for  his  pride  and  reticence  about  his  family,  both  indicative  of  "  better  days." 

William  Wedderburn  further  states  that  Christopher's  father  married  a  lady  of  the  name  of 
Gray  or  Grey  in  Cumberland,  and  that  he  had  eight  sous  and  a  daughter,  Christopher  being  the 
youngest  child.  He  adds  that  the  names  of  Christopher's  father  and  grandfather  were  Adam  and 
Alexander,  or  vice  versti,  and  that  among  Christopher's  several  brothers  were  George,  who  went  to 
India,  John  and  William  who  went  to  America,  another  (whose  name  he  cannot  give)  who  went  to 
Australia,  and  yet  another,  Adam,  who  died  from  a  fall  from  a  horse.  When  in  Australia  he  met 
with  some  Wedderburns  at  Sydney,  who  claimed  relationship  with  him,  and  whom  he  presumes  to  be 
descendants  of  his  great  uncle  who  went  there.  He  adds  that  Christopher  had  a  nephew,  John 
Wedderburn,  living  in  Manchester  in  1833. 

I  have  tried  to  trace  Christopher's  parentage  with  more  certainty,  but  with  no  satisfactory 
results.  The  parish  registers  of  Ulverstone  contain  the  baptisms  of  a  Robert,  Jane,  and  Christopher 
■Wedderburn,  all  children  of  William  Wedderburn,  mariner,  under  date  1801,  April  12  ;  1803, 
Aug.  14  and  1805,  Nov.  24.  There  are  two  parishes  of  Lindale,  one  near  Grange-over-sands,  in 
Lancashire,  and  the  other  Lindal-iu-Furness,  near  Ulverstone.  The  registers  of  neither  of  these 
contain  any  instances  of  the  name,  although  in  the  former  the  names  of  Woodburn  and  Widder 
(including  a  Christopher  Widder  born  1794),  are  common,  1742-1S15.  There  seem  to  be  no  persons 
of  the  name  now  living  in  Ulverstone  or  Lindal. 

The  registers  of  Manchester  Cathedral  (baptisms  searched  1745-1800),  give  no  instances  o£  the 
name. 

The  certificates  of  death  at  Somerset  House  include  that  of  "  Nancy  Wedderburn,  set.  78, 
widow  of  William  Wedderburn,  who  died  at  Whillington,  Lancashire,  10  Feb.  1S40  (so  that  she 
was  born  in  1762),  Christopher  Wedderburn  being  present "  at  the  death.  Probably  this  is  the  mother 
of  Christopher,  who  must  have  been  in  England  again  for  a  time. 

I  have,  however,  quite  independently,  an  account  of  an  Adam  Wedderburn,  formerly  living  in 
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Christopher  Wedderburn,  married  about  1799,  Ann  Quail,  o£  Ulverstone,  and  by  her  had  the  five  Part  VI. 
children  who  went  out  with  him  to  Africa,  viz. : —  Chap.  V. 

1.  William  "Wedderburn.     See  post,  Sub-sect.  fa). 

2.  George  Wedderburn.     See  post,  Sub-sect.  (6). 
and 

1.  Ann,  born  180S,  died  1839,  married  George  Duflield,  co.  York,  and  had  issue  three  sons  and  three 

daughters. 

2.  Elizabeth,  born  1812,  died  unmarried  1838.     Buried  at  Bathurst. 

3.  Hester,  born  1814,  married  1841,  Richard  Crouch  of  Grahamstown,  and  had  issue  three  sons  ; — ■ 

Sub -sect.  (a). —  William  Wedderburn  and  his  descendants. 

William  Wedderburn  (eldest  sou  of  Christopher  Wedderburn)  was  born  in  Manchester  in  1800, 
and  died  in  South  Africa  1869.  He  was  admitted  a  pupil  at  the  Manchester  Grammar  School  5  June  1811, 
being  described  as  '•  the  son  of  Christopher  Wedderburn,  tailor,  Manchester,"3  and  emigrated  to  South 
Africa  with  his  father.  He  married  Martha  Patrick,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Patrick  of  Peterborough, 
co.  Leicester,  and  by  her  had  issue  three  eons  and  two  daughters  : — 

1.  William  Wedderburn,  born  in  Jan.  1830.     See  below. 

2.  John  Wedderburn,"  born  3  Jan.  1832  ;  married  1853  Elizabeth  Croft,  relict  of  Frederick  Slicot, 

killed  in  the  Kaffir  war  of  1S51,  and  by  ber  has  issue  three  daughters  : — (a)  Gertrude,  born 
1858,  married  Christopher  Shaw  Webb,  liviug  in  Grahamstown  (1891),  and  has  three  sous  and  one 
daughter  ;  (b)  Edith  Jane,  born  1863,  married  William  Bowes,  now  of  Middlebury,  Cape  Colony, 

and  has  one  son ;  and  (c)  Evelyna  Martha,  born  ,  married   William  Clarice,  now  living  at 

Port  Elizabeth,  Cape  Colony,  and  has  one  son. 

3.  Christopher  Wedderburn,  born  12  Sept.  1834,  married  Julia  Willmore,  daughter  of  Gregory 

Willmore,  but  has  no  issue.     Now  living  at  Parkasbad,  Cape  Colony, 
and 

1.  Sara  Ann,  born  3  Aug.  1828,  married Long,  and  has  issue. 

2.  Hester  Susanna,  boru  13  Jan.  1849,  married Morgan,  and  has  issue. 

William  Wedderburn,  born  19  Jan.  1830.     He  served  in  the  Kaffir  wars  of  1846  and  1851  ;  went 

to  Australia  in  1852,  and,  after  being  in  the  Gold  mounted  police  force  there,  returned  to  South  Africa  in 

I   1854.     His  name  was  given  to  the  town  of  Wedderburn  (140  m.  N.W.  of  Melbourne)  by  the  then  governor, 

Sir  Charles  Latrobe.     He  married,   18  June  1849,  Miriam  "Whiting',  daughter  of   Richard  Whiting   of 

Moultin.  co.  Northampton,  England,  and  has  had  seven  sous  and  three  daughters  : — 

1.  William  Richard  Whiting  Wedderburn    (of    Kokstadt,  Cape    Colony),  born  27   Aug.  1852  ; 

married  1881  Leonora  Eales,  daughter  of  Robert  Eales,  and  by  her  had  issue  a  son,  Herbert 
Sivewright,  born  March  1888,  and  three  daughters. 

2.  Alexander  John  Ennis  "Wedderburn  (of  Bloemfoutein,  Orange  Free  State),  born  5  July  1855  ; 

married  1876  Susanna  Alice  Canood,  and  has  issue  four  sons — (a)  William  du  Barry,  born 
1 1  July  1882  ;  (i)  Alexander,  born  6  July  1887  ;  (c)  Percy,  born  11  June  1889  ;  (d)  Christo- 
pher Charles,  born  15  March  1891 — and  four  daughters. 

3.  Frederick  Maclean  Wedderburn,  born  17  Jan.  1861,  died  at  Grahamstown,  1862. 

4.  Christopher  Raymond  Wedderburn,    born   25    July,    1862.       Living   (1891),    at    Vereeniging, 

Transvaal  ;  unmarried. 

5.  George  Benjamin  Wedderburn,   born  24  May,  1864.      Now  (1891)   at   Grahamstown,   married 

4  Feb.  1890,  Charlotte  Emma  Frank,  and  has  issue  a  son,  Graham,  born  8  March,  1891. 

6.  Charles  Thomas   Croft  Wedderburn,  born  6  Nov.  1866.     Living  (unmarried)  at  Bloemfontein, 

1891. 

7.  Percy  Douglas  Wedderburn,  born  17  Jan.  1870.     Living  (1891)  unmarried,  at  Queenstown, 

Cape  Colony, 
and 

1.  Frances  Miriam,  born  22  March  1S50,  married  R.  Brooks  (from  Devonshire).      Living  (1891)  at 

Barbertou,  Transvaal.     Has  no  living  issue. 

2.  Julia   Marian,   born  6  July  1857,  married  13  Dec.   1879,  Samuel  David  Canood,  and  has  issue. 

Now  (1891)  living  at  Grahamstown. 

3.  Florence  Nightingale,  born  12  Oct.  1858,  uumarried.     Living  (1891)  at  Grahamstown. 

Manchester  as  a  coachman,  who  died  there  about  1825,  and  is  buried  in  S.  John's  churchyard, 
Deansgate.  His  wife,  Ann  — ,  died  at  23,  Dumville  Street,  Manchester,  in  1S47,  aged  70,  having  had 
issue  two  sons;  1,  John,  married  Mary  Walthur  and  died  s.p.  at  Altrincham,  co.  Cheshire,  24  Aug.  1814, 
tet.  46  ;  2,  Adam,  tailor  in  Manchester,  born  1810,  died  there,  29  Sept.  1848,  married,  but 
s.p.;  and  two  daughters;  1,  Harriett,  born  1S20,  died  May  18S4,  having  married  at  Manchester 
Cathedral,  5  Dec.  1859,  George  Kershaio,  a  tailor  in  Manchester,  and  by  him  had  two  sons,  James  (or 
John)  and  William,  and  a  daughter.  2.  Matilda,  born  1817-18,  married  at  Manchester  Cathedral, 
24  Dec.  1838,  to  William  Warren,  and  living  (1891)  at  Eagleville,  Montgomery,  Pennsylvania,  U.S.A. 
Mrs.  Warren  can  give  but  few  details.  She  says  that  her  father  had  a  brother  John,  who  went  to  Africa 
in  1820  as  a  missionary  and  had  a  family  of  seven  children.  Her  grandparents,  she  says,  came  from 
Aberdeen.  The  two  sons  of  Harriett  Wedderburn  and  George  Kershaw  were  in  1891  engaged  as 
travelling  comedians,  playing  under  the  assumed  name  of  Wedderburn.  It  is  from  them  and  their 
aunt,  Mrs.  Warren,  that  I  get  this  account  of  Adam  Wedderburn. 

1  Admission  Register  of  the  Manchester  Grammar  School    (Chetham    Soe.  Publ.),  ed.   J.   F.   Smith  1S74, 

vol.  iii.,  p.  72. 

2  I  presume  him  to  be  the  person  of  his  name  mentioned  in  the  reports  as  taking  part  in  Dr.  Jameson's 

raid  in  January  1896, 


512  THE    WEDDERBURN     BOOK. 


Part  vi.  Sub-sect.  (b). — George  Wedderburn  and  his  descendants. 

Chap.  V. 

George  Wedderburn,  second  son  of  Christopher  Wedderburn   and  Ann   Quail,  was  born  5  April 

1810.     He,  like  his  brother,  was  admitted  to  the  Manchester  Grammar  School,  28  Sept.  1818,  the  entry 

giving  his  age  as  nine  (Admission  Register,  ut  sup.,  p.  511,  n.  1,  vol.  iii,  p.  135)  ;  and  like  his  brother  went 

out  to  S.  Africa  with  his  parents.     He  was  killed  in  the  Kaffir  War  17  Sept.  1851,  and  was  buried  at 

Grahamstown.      He  married  in  1842  M.  Croft,  daughter  to  Dr.  Croft,  of  Grahamstown,  and  by  her  (who 

remarried,  and  whose  second  husband  thus  became  the  proprietor  of  Lindale)   had  issue,  two  sons,1 

1.  James  Hamilton  Wedderburn,  born  14  Aug.  1843,  now  of  Johannesburg.     He  married  15  Aug., 

1865,  Charlotte  Gush  Amm,  daughter  to  Philip   Amm,  and  by  her  has,   1,  George  Richard 

Wedderburn,  born  4  June   1S66  ;    educated  at  the  Salem  Academy  ;  now  a  commercial  and 

general  agent  (Johannesburg,  S.  Africa).     He  married  a  daughter  of  J.  G.  Alexander  of  Kimberley, 

Griqualand    West,    Cape    Colony,   and   has    a   son    Claude  Hamilton.       2.  Philip  Hamilton 

Wedderburn,  born  7  May  1868.     He  married  24  Feb.  1892,  Elizabeth   Grace  Keeling,  living 

at  Kimberley  ;  and  seven  daughters,  viz.,  1,  Ethel  Mary,  born  27  March  1874  ;  2,  Charlotte 

Louise,  born  18  March,  1876,  died  24   Nov.   1878  ;    3,   Adeline  Emma,  born  11  March,  1878  ; 

4,  Eleanor  Amm,  born  8  Feb.  1880,  died  24  Aug.  1888  ;  5,  Minnie  Florence,  born  15  July 

1881  ;   6,  Mary  Hannah,  born  25  June  1885  ;  7,  Grace  Muriel,  born  30  Aug.  1891. 


Sect.  II. — Alexander  Wedderburn  in  Canada  and  his  descendants,  1800  (?) — 1892. 

Alexander  Wedderburn,  of  Aberdeen,  whose  parentage  I  have  not  ascertained,  was  appointed  by 
the  British  Government  to  be  emigration  agent  at  S.  John's,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  and  emigrated  to 
that  place,  where  he  continued  to  reside,  and  wrote  several  pamphlets  upon  the  province.  He  died  at 
S.  John's  and  was  there  buried,  having  married,  also  at  S.  John's,  Jane  Eeaviside,  d.  to  Thomas  Heavi- 
side  of  London,  and  by  her  (who  was  born  in  London,  and  survived  her  husband,  and  was  buried  at 
S.  John's)  had  issue  one  son  and  five  daughters,  viz  : — ■ 

William  Wedderburn,  of  whom  later. 

Alice,  born  at  S.  John's  1832,  m.  James  Vernon  of  S.  John's  (who  d.  1885,  and  is  there  buried).  Living 
in  Halifax  1892. 

Margaret    \ 

Catherine  1  a^  ^orn  at  ^'  •^°'ln's>  an<^  &•  unm- 
Victoria      J 

William  Wedderburn,  only  son  and  heir  of  Alexander  Wedderburn,  was  born  at  S.  John's,  12  Oct. 
1834  ;  educated  at  the  grammar  school  there;  called  to  the  bar  there  in  1858  and  became  a  Queen's 
Counsel  in  1873.  He  was  for  several  years  connected  with  the  Canadian  press,  both  as  contributor  and  as 
editor,  and  in  both  capacities  advocated  the  confederation  of  the  provinces.  In  1870  he  was  returned  to 
the  New  Brunswick  parliament  as  member  for  S.  John's  city,  and  was  again  elected  in  1874  and  1878.  On 
IS  Feb.  1876  he  was,  by  acclamation,  chosen  speaker  of  the  New  Brunswick  House  of  Assembly,  and  in 
that  office  reported  to  the  assembly  a  code  of  laws  for  its  government  during  business  and  in  committee, 
which  was  adopted  with  but  little  alteration.  In  May  1878  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  government, 
and  also  provincial  secretary,  a  post  which  he  held  until  his  acceptance  of  the  judgeship  of  the  county 
courts  of  King's  and  Albert  counties.  A  detailed  account  of  the  career  of  Judge  Wedderburn,  equally 
remarkable  for  his  activity  and  ability,  whether  as  journalist,  advocate,  or  politician,  will  be  found  in  the 
Cyclopaedia  of  Canadian  Biography,  and  other  such  publications  relating  to  Canada  and  New  Brunswick. 
Living  1892  at  Federation,  S.  John's  and  Hampton,  King's  County.1' 

He  married  at  Trinity  Church,  S.  John,  in  April  1857,  Jean  Vaughan,  d.  to  C.  C.  Vaughan  of 
S.  John's,  and  by  her  has  had  issue  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  viz  : — 

1.  William  Wedderburn,  born  at  S.  John's,  6  June  1869.     Died  16  Aug.  1862.     Buried  at  S.  John. 

2.  Frederick  Vernon   Wedderburn,  born  at  S.  John's,  16  April  1861.     Called  to  the  Bar  in  Canada. 

3.  Edward  Love  Wedderburn,4  born  at  S.  John's,  5  March  1863. 


l 


In  addition  to  four  younger  sons,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  viz.,  3.  James  Walter,  born  8  June  1870, 
died  24  Feb.  1872  ;  4.  Arthur  Frederick,  born  4  June  1872,  died  12  June  1872  ;  5.  Archie  Amm 
born  16  Nov.  1883,  died  28  July,  1884  ;  6.  John  Stanley,  born  18  April  1888,  died  7  Dec.  1SSS. 

There  is  in  the  library  of  the  Incorporated  Law  Society,  London,  a  thin  4to  (press  mark  84  E)  entitled 
"  Statistical  and  Practical  Directions  relating  to  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  published  for  the 
information  of  Emigrants  by  Alexander  Wedderburn,  Emigrant  Agent  and  Secretary  to  the 
Agricultural  and  Emigrant  Society  at  S.  John's,  New  Brunswick  ;  S.  John's,  1835." 

Judge  Wedderburn,  from  whose  letters  this  account  of  his  family  is  compiled,  writes  me  that  all  his 
papers  were  destroyed  in  the  great  fire  at  S.  John's  in  1877.  Among  them  he  recalls  an  old 
invitation  to  the  funeral,  he  thinks  at  Kensington,  of  an  Alexander  Wedderburn,  of  whom,  however, 
he  can  give  no  particulars.  He  refers  me  to  a  Mrs.  Chamberlain  of  Ottawa,  as  having  connections 
of  the  name  of  Wedderburn,  and  on  inquiry  it  appears  that  that  lady's  father  was  Mr.  John 
Wedderburn  Dunbar  Moodie,  son  of  Major  Moodie  of  Milster  or  Melsetter,  Orkney,  who  took  his 
second  name  from  a  wealthy  bachelor,  whose  christian  name  she  does  not  recall,  but  whose  mother 
was,  she  thinks,  a  Moodie.     See  ante,  p.  358. 

His  second  Christian  name  is  due  to  the  fact  that  his  father's  mother  had  a  sister  who  m.  Sir  James 
Frederick  Love. 
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4.  Lesler  Peters  Wedderburn         "j  Part  VI. 

5.  William Vaughan  Wedderburn  J-  died  in  infancy.  Chap.  V. 

6.  William  Parker  Wedderburn    J 
and 

Emily  Bliss,  born  at  Hampton  14  Sept.  1868,  m...  5  Feb.  1890,  George  Ambrose  Fraser.     Living  in 

Vancouver,  1892. 

Alice  Medley,  born  at  S.  John's  11  Feb.  1877. 

Ethel  Fraser,  born  at  Hampton  25  Aug.  1S82. 

Avola  Anta    i     ,.   ,  .    .   , 

|    died  in  infancy. 


Sect.  III. — David  Wedderburn  in  America  and  his  descendants  there,  1725 — 1893. 

I  have  already,  in  another  part  of  this  work  (ante,  pp.  221-22),  alluded  to  the 
account,  given  by  J.W.  in  both  his  printed  volume  and  his  MS.  record  of  David  Wedder- 
burn in  America.  He  states,  as  I  have  said,  that  this  David  was  the  second  son  of 
Peter  Wedderburn,  son  to  Sir  Alexander,  of  Blackness,  and  Catharine  Man ;  a  state- 
ment made  without  authority  and  altogether  erroneous.  It  affords  a  curious  instance 
of  the  way  in  which  J.W.,  assuming  that  everyone  of  his  name  must  be  a  near  connection 
of  his  family,  fitted  facts  to  theories.  Peter  Wedderburn  had  no  son  of  the  name 
of  David  ;  the  names  of  his  two  sons  Alexander  and  John,  and  the  fact  that  he  had 
these  two  children  only,  being  absolutely  fixed  from  the  parish  and  municipal  records  of 
Dundee.  The  parentage  of  this  David  Wedderburn,  who  emigrated  to  America,  is  thus 
unascertained,  although  possibilities  in  regard  to  it  might  be  suggested.  All,  however, 
that  we  know  of  him  for  certain  is  contained  in  a  letter  written  by  his  grandson, 
William  Wedderburn,  to  Alexander  Scrymgeour- Wedderburn  of  Wedderburn  in  1806, 
and  in  eleven  others  (J.W.  85-95),  which  the  same  writer  addressed  later  (1823-37)  to 
John  Wedderburn  of  Auchterhouse.     That  written  in  1806  is  as  follows  : — 

Alexandria  District  (Virginia),  19  Dec.  1806. 
Sir,  On  examining  the  British  Register  I  find  your  name  and  the  office  you  bear.  I  have  not  any 
relation  in  America  of  my  own  name,  except  my  brother  and  his  two  children.  My  grandfather,  Mr. 
David  Wedderburn,  came  from  Scotland  to  Virginia  in  the  years  between  1720  and  30.  He  married  Miss 
Caty  Thomas,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  viz.,  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  two  eldest  sons 
died  in  their  infancy  ;  the  daughter  married  Mr.  John  Shackleford,  and  all  are  extinct.  My  father, 
Alexander,  was  born  in  1738,  at  which  time  his  mother  died  ;  bis  father  only  survived  her  a  few  years. 
He  having  no  recollection  of  his  father,  he  never  could  learn  who  his  relations  were  or  in  what  part  of 
Scotland  they  resided.  You  will  therefore  excuse  the  liberty  I  have  taken,  in  enquiring  if  you  are  of  the 
same  family  or  not.  My  brother  has  only  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter  ;  he  is  45  years  of  age  and 
in  a  deep  decline.  ...  I  have  been  married  15  years  and  have  no  children  ;  my  mother,  who  is  64 
years  of  age,  is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Strachey,  who  was  uncle  to  Henry  Strachey  of  the  King's  Household, 
with  whom  she  corresponded  till  a  few  yearB  back.  .  .  .  My  father  left  my  mother  all  his  lands,  which 
were  the  greatest  part  of  his  estates.  ...  I  expect  in  15  or  20  years  there  will  not  be  one  of  our  name  in 
this  country.  I  am  now  in  my  43rd  year.  I  fear  my  brother  cannot  live  many  weeks  or  his  childreu 
many  years  if  they  continue  on  York  River.  ...  I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant,  William  Wedderburn.1 

1  This  letter  came,  in  1822-23,  to  the  knowledge  of  J.W.,  who  re-opened  communication  with  William 
Wedderburn,  and  continued  to  correspond  with  him  until  the  end  of  1837.  There  are  among  J.W.'s 
papers  eleven  letters  dated  10  Feb.,  10  April,  12  May,  11  Dec.  1823,  28  April  1825;  1  Jan.,  16  Dec. 
1828  ;  13  May  1830  ;  1  Oct.  1835,  and  24  May,  2  Dec.  1837,  all  addressed  to  him  by  William 
Wedderburn,  and  containing  various  details  as  to  his  family.  "  My  brother  John  was  born  the  24th 
June  1762.  He  intermarried  with  Elizabeth  Taliaferro  in  the  year  1795,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children,  George  Taliaferro  and  Caty.  He  died  in  July  or  August  1810.  His  daughter  Caty  married 
in  1819  Mr.  Henry  Crittenden  .  .  .  his  son  has  not  married.  I  was  born  28  Nov.  1764,  and  inter- 
married with  Ann  Grymes  24th  March  1791.      We   have   only   one  child,   Alexander  John,    born 

II  March  1811  (Letter  10  Feb.  1823).  .  .  My  grandfather,  David  Wedderburn,  died  a  testator  (sic) 
dated  the  20  June  1741,  which  is  recorded  in  King  and  Queen  County  Courts,  State  of  Virginia  ;  he 
bequeathed  to  my  father,  Alexander  Wedderburn,  certain  lands  and  other  property,  also  all  the 
money  due  to  him  in  England  .  .  .  Agreeable  to  his  will  and  that  of  my  father  I  am  his  lawful  heir, 
having  survived  my  only  brother.  My  father  gave  legacies  to  each  of  his  children  by  will,  leaving 
the  balance  of  his  estate,  both  real  and  personal,  to  my  mother  during  her  life,  and  at  her  death  to 
be  equally  divided  between  his  children  then  living.  I  am  the  only  one  who  survived  my  mother  ; 
she  died  the  10th  of  May  1817.  I  am  well  assured  my  father  did  not  get  the  money  or  any  part  of 
what  was  willed  him.  I  do  not  believe  he  knew  to  whom  or  where  to  apply  for  it ;  conveyance  then 
from  there  to  England  was  seldom — the  time  elapsed  since  the  death  of  my  grandfather  being 
upwards  of  eighty  years."  (Letter  12  May  1823).  "  George  Taliaferro  Wedderburn  is  living  on  York 
River,  he  (has)  never  married"  {ib.,  13  May  1830.)  "  I  have  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  my 
wife  who  died  on  the  13th  Nov.  1837  "  [ib.,  2  Dec.  1837). 

3  s 
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Part  vi.  I   regret   that    I  should  thus  be  unable  to  trace  the  origin  of  this  family  of  the 

Chap.  .  namej  nor  <joes  there  seem,  much  hope  of  further  light  being  shown,  as  the  entire 
records  of  King  and  Queen  County,  Virginia,  were,  I  am  informed,  destroyed  of  the 
Federal  troops  in  March,  1864,  and  the  present  members  of  the  family,  who  have 
supplied  me  with  the  following  account  of  the  descent  from  David  Wedderburn,  are 
unable  to  clear  the  matter  up. 

I.  David  Wedderburn1  [1680  ? — 1741],  whose  parentage  is  thus  not  ascertained,  emigrated  from 
Scotland  to  America  about  1725-30  and  settled  upon  the  York  River  in  King  and  Queen  County, 
Virginia,  where  he  acquired  considerable  property.  He  died  there  in  June  1741,  and  was  there  buried. 
He  married  at  King  and  Queen  County,  soon  after  his  arrival  there,  Caty  Thomas,  and  by  her  (who  died 
in  1738  on  the  birth  of  her  third  son  and  was  buried  in  King  and  Queen  County)  had  issue  three  sons  and 
one  daughter — 

i.  William   Wedderburn  born  in  King  and  Queen  County ;  died  there  in  infancy  and  is  there  buried, 
ii.  John  Wedderburn,  born  ibid.,  also  died  in  infancy  there,  and  is  there  buried, 
iii.  Alexander  Wedderburn.     See  below, 
and 

1.  Jesabel  Wedderburn,  born  ibid.     She  married  John  Shachleford,  but  died  s.p. 

II.  Alexander  Wedderburn  [1738 — 1782],  only  surviving  son  and  heir  of  David  Wedderburn,  was 
born  in  King  and  Queen  County  1738,  aud  died  there  10  May  1782,  and  is  there  buried.  He  married  in 
1758  Lydia  Strachey,  second  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Strachey,  formerly  of  London,  uncle  to  Sir  Henry 
Strachey  of  the  King's  Household  and  brother  of  Henry  Strachey  of  Sutton  Grange,  co.  Somerset,  and 
by  her  (born  1732,  died  10  May  1817,  and  previously  married  to  Matthew  Kemp,  by  whom  she  had  one 
child,  Peter)  had  issue  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 

1.  John  Wedderburn,  b.  in  King  and  Queen  County  24  June  1762,  died  there  10  July  1810,  and  is 
there  buried.  He  married,  1795,  Elizabeth  Taliaferro,  daughter  to  George  Taliaferro,  aud  by 
her  had  issue  a  son  and  a  daughter,  viz., 

George  Taliaterro  'Wedderburn,  b.  on  York  River,  King  and  Queen  County,  9  Dec.  1799. 

Died  there  uum.  in  the  latter  part  of  1864,  and  is  there  buried. 
Caty,  born  on  York  River  1798—1803.     Married,  1819,  to  Henry  Crittenden,  and  had  issue, 
including  George  Henry  Crittenden,  b.  1826,  d.  1886,  who  m.  (i.)  1853,  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Van  Pete,  who  d.  1855;    (ii.)   1857,  Emeline    Crittenden,   aud  by  her  had  issue   four 
sons  and  six  daughters,  including  Caty  Wedderburn  Crittenden,  b.  1872. 
2.  William  Wedderburn,  who  carried  on  the  line  of  the  family.     See  below, 
aud 

1.  Mary  S(trach<^y  ?),  married  William  Morgan,  and  had  issue. 

2.  Caty,  born  10  May  1772,  died  July  1792. 

III.  William  Wedderburn  [1764 — 1840],  second  sou  of  Alexander  Wedderburn  and  Lydia  Strachey, 
whose  sou  ou  the  death  in  1^64  of  Georg6  Taliaferro  Wedderburn  (only  son  of  his  elder  brother  John),  took 
up  the  representation  of  the  family,  was  born  in  King  and  Queen  County  25  or  28-  Nov.  1764.  He  died 
at  Colonel  Stuart's  house  iu  King  George  County  about  1840,  and  is  buried  there  in  Stuart's  Cemetery, 
Fairhaven.  He  was  surveyor  at  the  port  of  Alexandria,  and  also  practised  there  as  a  physician.  He 
married  in  King  George  County,  Virginia,  on  24  March  1791-92'2  Ann  Grymes,  second  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Priscilla  Grymes  of  King  George  County,  and  by  her,  who  died  13  November  1836-372  in 
the  70th  year  of  her  age,  aud  was  buried  at  Alexandria,3  had  issue  one  son, 

1  The  following  account  in  the  hand  of  William  Wedderburn  (b.  1764,  d.  1840)  is  copied  from  an  old  family 
Bible  in  possession  of  William  Moore  of  Alexandria,  U.S.A.,  a  grandson  of  Mary  Strachey  Wedderburn 
and  William  Morgan.  "David  Wedderburn  from  Scotland,  married  Caty  Thomas  of  King  and 
Queen  County,  Virginia,  about  1720  or  1725.  He  bad  issue  three  sous  aud  one  daughter.  His  two 
first  sons  died  young,  William  and  John.  His  daughter  Jesabel  married  John  Shackleford.  David 
died  in  June  1741.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  born  1738,  died  10  May  1782.  He  left  issue  two 
sons  aud  two  daughters,  John  Wedderburn,  William  Wedderburn,  Mary  S.  Wedderburn,  and 
Caty  Wedderburn.  Alexander  Wedderburn  married  Mrs.  Lydia  Kemp,  relic(t)  of  Matthew  Kemp. 
She  had  one  child,  Peter  Kemp.  She  married  Alexander  Wedderburn  in  1758.  She  was  the  second 
daughter  of  Dr.  John  Strachey,  formerly  of  London.  John  Wedderburn,  b.  24  June  1762,  died 
July  10  1810,  left  issue.  William  Wedderburn  bom  Nov.  25  1764.  Mary  S.  Wedderburn  born  — , 
m.  Wm.  Morgan  left  issue.     Caty  Wedderburn  b.  May  10  1772,  died  July  1792. 

"  William  Wedderburn,  b.  Nov.  25  1764,  son  of  Alexander  and  Lydia  Wedderburn,  was  married 
to  Ann  Grymes,  second  d.  of  Benjamin  aud  Priscilla  Grymes,  on  the  24th  March  1792.  Alexander 
John  Wedderburn,  son  of  William  and  Ann  Wedderburn,  was  born  March  11  1812.-  Ann  Wedder- 
burn departed  this  life  13  Nov.  1836  iu  the  70th  year  of  her  age  leaving  one  child,  Dr.  Alexander  John 
Wedderburn,  assistant  surgeon  in  U.S.  ship  Constellation,  Commodore  Dallas  commander,  leaving 
(her  husband)  to  lament  her  loss  ;  with  him  she  had  lived  upwards  of  44  years  in  love  and  affection." 
In  sending  this  to  George  Chase  Wedderburn,  Mr.  Moore  adds,  "  After  the  death  of  Aunt  Wedderburn 
Uncle  W.  sent  his  negroes  and  furniture  to  your  father,  then  living  iu  New  Orleans,  aud  came  to  live 
with  us.  After  some  time  he  went  down  into  King  George  County  to  visit  his  wife's  niece,  Mrs. 
Patey  Stuart,  and  was  taken  sick  and  died  and  was  buried  there." 

5  These  dates  are  not  quite  certain,  there  being  some  variations  between  the  letters  of  William  Wedderburn 
and  the  account  given  by  him  in  the  family  Bibie. 

3  The  following  is  the  inscription  on  her  tomb,  "  In  memory  of  Anne  Wedderburn,  who  departed  this  life 
Nov.  13  1836  in  the  70th  year  of  her  age.     Blessed  are  those  who  die  in  the  Lord," 
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IV.  Alexander  John  Wedderburn  [1811-12—1859]  born  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  11  March  1811-12.1  Part  VI. 
Died  at  Washington  City,  District  of  Columbia,  3  July  1859.  Buried  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cemetery5  Chap.  V. 
at   Alexandria.3      He   was  surgeon-general  to  the   state   of  Louisiana  and   practised   medicine  in  New 
Orleans  for  over  twenty  years,  after  resigning  his  commission  as  surgeon  in  the  U.S.  Navy,  to  which  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Jackson,  22  Dec.  1835.      He  founded  the  Charity  Hospital  at  New  Orleans,  and 

also  the  School  of  Medicine  there,  and  was  long  professor  of  anatomy  to  that  institution. 

He  married  at  Locust  Grove  Estate,  Prince  William  County,  Va.  Sarah  Anne  Johnson,  daughter 
of  George  Johnson  of  King  George  County  (by  his  wife  Aune  Fook  Hooe),  and  by  her  (born  at  Alexandria, 
died  there,  12  Oct.  1890,  and  there  buried),  had  issue  two  sons  : — 

1.  George  Chase  Wedderburn.      See  below. 

2.  Alexander  John  Wedderburn,  born  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  31  Oct.  1849  ;  removed  in  1869 

to  Alexandria  where  he  became  a  newspaper  proprietor,  and  started  a  weekly  paper  called  "  The 
Southern  Farm  and  Fireside."  Later  on  he  went  to  Baltimore,  and  still  later  to  Washington, 
where  he  was  living  in  1898,  and  was  engaged  in  the  U.S.  Agricultural  Department,  aud  also  in 
the  publication  of  his  paper  under  the  title  of  the  "National  Farm  and  Fireside"  (Address: 
P.O.  Box,  33,  Washington,  D.C.)  He  married  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  7  Dec.  1870,  Jane  Sarah 
Addison,  daughter  of  Augustus  Edward  Addison  of  Alexandria  (by  his  wife,  Mary  Helen 
Gerault),  and  by  her  (born  in  Phillip  County,  Arkansas),  has  issue  four  sons  and  one  daughter: — 

1.  Augustus  Wedderburn,  bora  at  Alexandria,  9  Sept.  1871.     Graduated  in  chemical  science 

at  Washington  1892  ;  was  in  the  U.S.  Agricultural  Department,  in  1S93  ;  and  is  now 
(1898)  in  Chicago. 

2.  Alexander  John  Wedderburn,  bom  at  Alexandria,  10  Dec.  1873. 

3.  George  Weddorburn,  born  at  Baltimore,  22  Feb.  1877. 

4.  Francis  Addison  Wedderburn,  born  at  Baltimore,  23  June  1881. 
and 

Mary  Bernard,4  born  at  Alexandria,  8  July  1875. 

V.  George  Chase  Wedderburn,5  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Alexander  John  Wedderburn  and  Sarah 
Johnson  and  now  the  representative  of  his  great-great  grandfather  David,  the  original  emigrant,  was  born 
at  King  George,  C.H.  in  King  George  County  Va.,  17  April  1842.  He  resided  at  New  Orleans  till  1861, 
when  he  entered  the  Confederate  States  army.  In  1865  he  was  editor  of  the  "  Richmond  (  Va.)  Bulletin" 
suppressed  by  the  Government  in  September  of  that  year  for  its  political  criticism.  He  then  traded  as  a 
merchant  in  Alexandria,  and  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hooe  and  Wedderburn  there.  In  1870  he 
became  manager  of  the  "  Washington  (D.C.)  Patriot,"  the  national  democratic  organ  ;  and  two  years  later 
(1872)  was  appointed  manager  of  the  "  Richmond  Enquirer."  He  afterwards  edited  the  "Washington 
Gazette."5  He  was  for  six  years  an  officer  of  congress.  In  1882  he  moved  to  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where 
he  resides  (1898),  and  was  city  librarian  until  25  Nov.  1896. 

He  has  been  twice  married. 

i.  On  28  April  1861  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  to  Virginia  Mary  Lawrence,  d.  of  Judge  De  Witt 
Clinton  Lawrence  of  Washington  City,  and  by  her  had  issue  three  sous  : — 

1.  Lawrence  Alexander  Wedderburn,  b.   at   Richmond,  Va:   21   Sept.    1862.     Entered  the  U.S. 

Naval  Academy  as  cadet  engineer  at  the  head  of  his  class  in  the  fall  of  1880,  but  was  killed  by 
a  fall  from  a  trapeze  whilst  practising  in  the  gymnasium  there,  27  April  1882.  Buried  in  the 
Rock  Creek  Cemetery  at  Washington,  beneath  a  monument  of  granite  (imported  from  Scotland 
by  his  mother's  father),  inscribed  with  the  dates  of  hia  birth  and  death. 

2.  George  Chase  Wedderburn,  born  at  Washington  10  Aug.  1866.      Entered  the  Civil  Service, 

Federal  Government,  and  is  at  present  an  assistant  examiner  in  the  U.S.  patent  office  at 
Washington.  He  graduated  in  law  June  1892  at  the  Georgetown  College  D.C.  Address  1893 
Patent  Office,  Washington,  D.C,  U.S.A. 

3.  John  Wedderburn,  born  at  Washington,  29  Aug.   1868,  is  a  journalist  and  attorney.     Address 

(1898)  618,  F  Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.     He  married  at  Baltimore,  3  Jan.  1890,  Beulah 
Corinne    Fox,  d.    of  Elias  Williams   Fox,   of  Washington  D.C,  and  by  her  has  issue  (1898) 
one  daughter,  Virginia  Lawrence7  Wedderburn,  b.  at  Washington,  10  Oct.  1891. 
ii.  George  Chase  Wedderburn  married  secondly  4  August  1888  at  Camden  New  Jersey,  Margaret 
Anne  O'Neill,  d.  of  Patrick  O'Neill,  of  Baltimore. 


1  Here  again  there  is  a  slight  variation  between  William  Wedderburn's  letter  and  the  entry  in  his  Bible. 

2  George  Chase  Wedderburn,  his  son,  writes,  "  My  family  on  both  sides  have  been  Episcopalians,  except 

my  father's  mother,  who  was  a  methodist." 

3  The  following  is  the  inscription  on   his  tomb.     "  To  the  memory  of  Dr.  A.  J.  Wedderburn,  born  in 

Alexandria,  Va.,  March  11,  1812.  Died  July  5,  1859.  Distinguished  in  his  profession  as  a  physician 
and  surgeon.  _  He  was  no  less  beloved  as  a  man  than  esteemed  as  a  citizen,  as  husband,  father,  friend  ; 
none  knew  him  but  to  love  him  ;  none  named  him  but  to  praise  ;  his  talents,  ability  and  zeal  were 
acknowledged  by  all  ;  elected  to  the  professorship  of  anatomy  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Louisiana  in  New  Orleans  ;  and  the  medical  faculty  of  that  institution  in  testimony  of 
their  respect  for  his  memory,  erected  this  monument  to  his  remains." 

4  So  called  after  her  father's  maternal  uncle,  Bernard  Hooe,  and  her  sister  Mary  Bernard  Johnson. 

5  So  called  after  his  godfather  and  father's  friend,  Major  Chase  of  the  U.S.  army. 

6  He  was  twice  visited  at  Alexandria  by  Sir  David  Wedderburn,  who,  acting  on  the  statements  made  in 

J.W.'s  book,  gave  him  a  ring  with  the  family  crest  engraved  on  it  "  as  representative  of  the  family 
in  the  United  States.'' 

7  She  was  registered  under  the  names  of  Phoebe  Hearst,  but  was  re-named  at  her  christening. 
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Part  vi. 
Chap.  V. 


Pedigree  showing  descendants  of  David  Wedderburn  in  Virginia,  1720 — 1898. 


David  Wedderburn,  d.  in  Virginia  1741.    Emi-= 
grated  from  Scotland  to  America,  1720-30. 


:Caty  Thomas,  m.  in  Virginia 
1726  ?  d.  there  1738. 


William 
Wedder- 
burn, d. 
infant. 


John 
Wedder- 
burn, d. 
infant. 


Alexander  Wedderburn,  b.= 
in  Virginia  1738,  d.  there 
10  May  1782. 


Lydia,  d.  to  Dr.  John  Strachey 
(and  relict  of  Matthew  Kern  pi, 
b.  1732,  d.  10  May  1817,  m.  1758. 


Jesabel,  m.  John 
Shackleford,  and 
d.s.  p. 


John  Wedderburn,1 
b.  in  Virginia  24 
June  1762,  d.  there 
10  July  1810. 


OSlizabeth,  d. 
of  George 
Taliaferro,m. 
1795. 


William  VVedder- 
burn,  b.  in  Vir- 
ginia Nov.  1764, 
d.  there  1840. 


Ann,  d.  of  Benjamin  Grymes,  Mary  Stra- 
in. 24  March  1791-92,  d.  set.  chey,  m. 
70,  13  Nov.  1836-37  ;  buried  William 
at  Alexandria.  Morgan.^ 


Caty, 
b.  1772, 
d.  1792. 


George  Taliaferro,  b.  on  Katherine,  b.  on  York 

York    River,    Virginia,  River  1798—1803,  m. 

9  Dec.    1799,  d.   there  1819HeuryCrittenden. 
1864  unm.  ^ 


Alexander   John    Wedderburn,    b.=p! 
at  Alexandria  11   March  1811-12, 
d.   at  Washington   8   July  1859  ; 
buried  at  Alexandria. 


1.  VirginiaMary,d.=j=George  Chase  Wedder-=2.  Margaret  Anne, 


of  Judge  de  Witt 
Clinton  Lawrence, 
of  Washington,  m. 
at  Alexandria  28 
April  1861. 


buin,b.  in  King  George 
Couuty,  Va.  17  April 
1842.  Librarian  of  Bal- 
timore City ;  living 
there  1898. 


d.of  PatrickO'Neill 
of  Baltimore,  m.  at 
Camden,  New  Jer- 
sey, 4  Aug.  1888. 
Living  1898. 


Alexander  John= 
Wedderburn,  b.  at 
New  Orleans  31 
Oct.  1849.  Living 
at  Washington 
1898. 


:Sarah  Anne,  d.  of 
George  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  d .  at  Alex- 
andria, 12  Oct. 
1890. 

:Jane  Sarah,  d.  of 
Augustus  Edward 
Addison  of  Alex- 
andria, m.  7  Dec. 
Dec.  1870.  Living 
1898. 


Lawrence  Alexander  Wed- 
derburn, b.  21  Sept.  1862, 
d.  27  April  1882  unm. 

George  Chase  Wedderburn, 
b.  at  Washington  10  Aug. 
1866 ;  living  1898. 


1 

John  Wed- 
derburn, b. 
at  Washing- 
ton 29  Sept. 
1868. 


Beulah  Corinne, 
d.  of  Elias  Wil- 
liams Fox  of 
Washington,  m. 
at  Baltimore  3 
Jan. 1890. 


Virginia  Lawrence, 
b.  10  Oct.  1891. 


Augustus   Wed- 
derburn,   b.     at 
Alexandria  9 
Sept.  1871. 

Alexander  John 
Wedderburn,  b. 
at  Alexandria 
10  Dec.  1873. 


r— r~ 

George  Wedder- 
burn, b.  at  Bal- 
timore 22  Feb. 
1877. 

Francis  Addison 
Wedderburn,  b. 
at  Baltimore  23 
June  1881. 


Mary 
Bernard 
b.  at  Al- 
exandria 
8  July 
1875. 


ADDITIONS     AND     CORRECTIONS     IN     VOLUME     I. 

I  have  only  to  add  a  list  of  additions  and  corrections  which  should  be  made  in  Additions, 
the  foregoing  pages.     Most  of  the  former  are  the  result  of  some  further  notes  from  the  etc- 
Register  of  Acts  and  Decreets  which  have  been  quite  recently  sent  me. 

p.  6,  n.  7.  Henry  Wedderburn. — "There  is  also  a  reference  to  the  late  Henry  Wedderburn  in  Murray- 
gait  among  some  irregular  entries,  1554-56,  on  the  first  leaf  of  vol.  xii.  of  the  Dundee  Burgh  and 
Mead  Court  Records  (post,  vol.  ii.,  p.  274),  and  in  a  transumed  writ  of  1539  (D.B.R.  3S2  i.) " 
p.  7,  n.  4.  Cqmpare  another  entry,  dated  18  March  1552-53,  recording  a  caution  given  by  Gilbert 
Wedderburne,  Johne  Wedderburne,  in  Leith,  and  many  others,  to  the  provost,  bailies,  and  council 
of  Edinburgh,  to  obey  a  decreet  of  the  Lords  (R.A.D.,  vol.  viii.,  fol.  129  orig.  record). 
p.  9.  Agnes  Wedderburn. — "  A  further  reference  to  the  litigation  may  be  found  in  the  Register  of  Acts 
and  Decreets  dated  8  Dec.  1613.     (R.A.D.  orig.  record,  287-70.)  " 

p.   10,  n.  3.     Line  11  from  foot,  for  "(ashamed  ?)  "  read  " (ashamed  ?)." 

p.   15,  line  24  from  foot  after  "  1554,"  add  "  ,  refer." 

p.   17.     See  now  the  Introduction,  p.  xxxii.,  n.  3. 

p.   18,  n.  5.     Add  "  See  facsimile  of  David  Wedderburn's  signature  to  S.W.  32,  opp.  p.  7  of  vol.  ii.      He 

is  also  named  as  a  witness  5  Sept.  1578.  (D.B.R.  241  e.)  " 
p.  19.  Robert  Wedderburn,  merchant — The  following  references  to  him  and  his  wife  should  be  added, 
"1584  Jan.  9,  Feb.  20,  March  27-28,  he  is  named  as  owning  consignments  from  Bordeaux 
(D.R.S.  iab)  ;  1589  Jan.  10,  he  is  again  so  named  (ib.  7)  ;  Jan.  15,  named  as  owning  consignments 
from  the  North  Isles  (ib.  8)  ;  1591  Oct.  20,  where  it  may  be  he  or  Robert,  the  notary,,  who  is  named 
as  receiving  payment  for  the  reparation  of  the  school  work  (D.L.B.  32,  and  see  D.C.B.  14)  ;  1604 
Nov.  21,  he  is  curator  to  James  Wedderburn,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Dunblane  (D.B.R.  353)  ;  1607 
April  15,  he  is  on  an  inquest  (D.B.R.  358  6) ;  [in  these  two  last  entries  he  is  called  "  younger"  to 
distinguish  him  from  his  namesake,  the  notary]  ;  1611  Sept.  3,  a  contract  between  him  and  his 
wife  and  David  Coustoun,  her  brother,  re  the  Lady  Warkstairs'  tenement  (D.B.R.  383)  :  and 
1613,  July  21,  when  he  is  party  to  the  contract  re  the  death  of  William  Wedderburn,  brother  of 
Kingennie  (R.A.D.  61).  Facsimiles  of  his  signatures  in  1590  and  1602  (S.W.  68  6;  D.C.  41)  will  be 
found  opp.  pp.  7  and  192  of  vol.  ii.  ;  on  the  latter  occasion  he  signs  as  "  of  the  counsel!,"  and  he 
also  signs  a  document  (S.W.  161)  in  1606.  The  date  of  his  death  is  now  ascertained  to  have  been 
before  29  Dec.  1623.  See  P.B.N.  14." 
p.  20,  n.  4.  John  Wedderburn.—  Add  the  following;— "  1623  Dec.  29;  1626  Feb.  20;  1630  May  3, 
on  each  of  which  occasions  he  is  a  witness  (P.  B.N.  14,  16,  216).  A  facsimile  of  his  signature 
faces  p.  32  of  vol.  ii.  (S.W.  243).  John  Wedderburn,  notary,  burgess  of  Dundee,  is  named 
8  Feb.  1623  as  bringing  an  action  v.  David  Coustoun  (R.A.D.  orig.  record,  vol.  363-258),  but 
this  must,  I  think,  be  an  error  of  name." 
„  „  line  14.  "  John  Wedderburn,  merchant  burgess  of  Dundee,  is  also  named  in  an  entry,  dated  20  Jan. 
1620  (R.A.D.  vol.  333,  fol.  217  orig.  record),  recording  his  appointment  as  curator  to  Andrew 
Wedderburn. " 
„  ,,  line  30,  after  "guard,"  insert  "(R.P.S.  31).  See  also  P.B.N.  17,  where  there  is  a  sasine,  4  Nov. 
1626,  on  charter  by  Robert  Murray,  burgess  of  Dundee,  and  Elizabeth  Wedderburn  his  wife,  of  the 
'  boat  passage  of  the  ferry  of  Seamylnes  near  Dundee.'  She  is  named  as  his  relict  in  a  bond  of 
1635  (R.D.  131)  and  the  South  Nethergait  lands  once  belonging  to  him  and  her  are  mentioned  many 
years  later,  10  June  1687.  (D.P.B.  537)." 
p.  21,  line  10.  Add  the  following  reference  to  the  Papers  of  the  Forfeited  Estates  (Seaforth),  preserved  in 
the  Edinburgh  Register  House,  which  has  been  sent  me  by  Mr.  Macleod,  "  Brief  claims.  Elizabeth, 
Countess  of  Strathmore  v.  the  Estate  of  Seaforth.  Bond  to  Thomas  Moncur  of  Segyden  and 
Elizabeth  Wedderburn,  his  spouse,  by  the  late  George,  Earl  of  Seaforth,  as  principal,  and  John, 
Earl  of  Kinghorne,  as  cautioner  for  £3,000  ;  dated  17  Jan.  and  13  Feb.  1641,  which  bond  was 
registered  in  the  time  of  Cromwell's  usurpation  and  so  was  carried  to  London,  but  the  tenor  thereof 
was  proved." 
„  ,,  n.  2.  David  Wedderburn  of  Burntisland. — Add  the  following  references  ; — "  1612,  April  17,  decree 
for  him  and  his  sister  Elizabeth  (D.B.R.  375  6)  ;  1615  Nov.  16,  bond  to  him  (ii.  394) ;  1.616  Nov.  10, 
loan  to  him  (D.W.  2  i)  ;  1617  Jan.  6,  May  5,  June  13,  named  as  the  owner  of  various  lots  of  wine 
from  Bordeaux  (D.R.S.  15)  ;  Nov.  26,  burgess,  acquires  a  North  Argylegait  foreland  (D.P.B.  398). 
See  also  R.A.D.  60  ;  cp.  R.P.C.  45  ;  and  see  R.D.  40,  47,  49,  62  abed,  85  and  vol  i,  p.  106,  s.  David 
Wedderburn  of  the  Compt  Buik."  See  also  some  further  references  to  him  in  the  Register  of  Acts 
and  Decreets  (orig.  record),  viz. : — "  An  action  by  James  Arnot,  merchant  of  Edinburgh,  v.  Mr.  David 
Wedderburn,  burgess  of  Burntisland,  and  Alesone  Watson,  his  spouse,  for  £302  13.  4.  as  the  price  of 
wines  bought  by  them  from  the  pursuer,  20  Jan.  1620  (vol.  333,  fol.  217).  Also  an  action  by 
Catharine  Wallace,  relict  of  John  Watson,  burgess  of  Burntisland,  and  John  Matheson,  now 
indweller  in  Leith,  her  spouse,  v.  Alleson  Watson,  indweller  in  Burntisland,  and  Mr.  David  Wed- 
derburn, now  her  spouse,  for  arrears  of  rent  due  since  1617,  is  named  in  the  same  register  9  March 
1622  [ib.  vol.  363,  20).  Two  other  entries  in  the  same  register,  3  June,  28  July  1626  {ib.  vol.  396, 
fol.  194  ;  vol.  399,  fol.  142),  are  to  a  friendly  action  by  him  v.  his  son  Andrew,  with  Dr.  James 
Wedderburn  and  John  Wedderburn,  merchant  burgess  in  Dundee,  as  father's  kin,  and  Andrew  and 
William  Watson  as  mother's  kin,  for  providing  the  said  son  with  curators  in  order  to  carry  out  a 
settlement  on  him  (he  being  still  a  minor)  of  some  property  in  the  Flukergait  of  Dundee." 
p.  24,  n.  3.     Substitute  for  this  note  the  following,  "  At  one  time  he  lived  in  Leith,  as  the  references 
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Additions,  to  John  Wedderburn  there  1554  Jan.  17,  Feb.  26  (D.B.R.  49,  52)  must  refer  to  him,  and  his  son 

etc.  James  was  entered  as  his  heir  in  a  tenement  in  Leith,  15-17  June  1570  (P.B.N.  2)." 

p.  24,  n.  10.  Add  "Facsimiles  of  his  signature  to  two  documents  (D.C,  30,  30  n)  will  be  found,  post, 
vol.  ii,  opp.  p.  192." 

p.  25,  n.  1.  Add  "  See  also  D.W.  13/,  where  a  bond  by  James  Reyky  to  umquhill  John  Wedderburn, 
17  July  1575,  is  mentioned." 

„       ,,  n.  2.     Add  the  reference  to  P.B.N.  2  mentioned  above,  s.  p.  24,  n.  3. 

„  „  line  2.  Add  "  An  entry  in  the  Dundee  Burgh  and  Head  Court  Records,  dated  17  June  1584,  accord- 
ing to  which  Robert  Wedderburn,  notary,  threatens  to  pursue  John  Adamson,  skipper  in 
S.Andrew's,  'both  be  the  law  and  by  the  law'  (i.e..  both  with  and  without  the  law)  for  John 
Wedderburn's  life,  and  Adamson  is  ordered  to  find  caution  for  John  Wedderburn  and  his  gear 
(D.B.R.  272)  may  refer  to  him." 

p.  26.  John  Wedderburn. — The  following  references  should  be  added  to  the  account  of  him,  "  1586 
Nov.  10,  Alexander  Wedderburn  is  cautioner  for  him  (R.A.D.  22) ;  1588  Aug.  3,  John  Wedderburn 
enters  the  '  Expedition'  from  Dansken  (D.R.S.  5)  ;  1589  Jan.  7,  he  owns  goods  from  the  North 
Isles  (ib.  6)  ;  March  17,  owns  goods  in  the  cargo  of  a  crear  from  Anstruther  (ib.  9) ;  enters  the 
'  James  '  from  Dansken,  and  owns  part  of  the  cargo  (ib.  10)  ;  1597  Dec.  2,  burgess,  witness  (G.R.S. 
65);  1602  March  22,  on  assize  (D.B.R.  338  b)  ;  1603  Feb.  9,  23,  obtains  two  decrees  {ib.  3416). 
Another  later  reference,  14  Sept.  1665,  to  lands  once  those  of  John  Wedderburn  is  also,  probably, 
to  him  (D.P.B.  495>." 

p.  27,  Hue  17.     "  Margaret  Wedderburn  married  Robert  Halybnrton  before  15  Feb.  1615,  as  there  is  a^ 
decree  of  that  date  for  housemaills  in  their  favour  (D.B.R.  391)." 

p.  28,  (b).  "  Dr.  James  Wedderburn  is  also  named  in  an  entry  dated  20  Jan.  1620  (R.A.D.  vol.  333, 
fol.  217,  orig.  record).     See  above." 

p.  29,  n.  2,  dele  "  no  doubt,"  and  add  "  See  also  R.P.C.  53." 

p.  44,  line  44,  for  "  malsters,"  read  "  maltsters." 

p.  48,  line  32,  dele  "  The  date  of  her  death  is  not  known,"  and  insert  "  She  died  in  July  1667  as  appears 
by  her  testament  dative  dated  at  Edinburgh,  20  Feb.  1668.  The  inventory  is  given  up  by  her 
husband,  Alexander  Forrester  in  Wester  Saltoun,  as  father  and  administrator  to  and  on  behalf  of 
her  son,  George  Forrester  (Edin.  Test.,  vol.  73.  This  document  has  only  just  come  to  my  knowledge, 
through  the  publication  of  the  index  to  the  Edinburgh  Testaments  by  the  Scottish  Record  Society. 
It  had  escaped  the  notice  of  my  searcher  of  that  record,  and  is  thus  omitted  from  the  notes  of 
the  Edinburgh  Testaments  in  vol.  ii.) 

p.  49,  line  7,  for  "  Cunenghane,"  read  "  Cunenghame." 

p.  50,  line  17.  Add  the  following  note  at  the  words  "admitted  29  July  1650,"  "  See  Locgforgan  Parish 
Register,  1650  June  30,  when  direction  is  given  to  parties  '  to  go  to  Liff  and  be  married  upon 
Tuesday  next,  when  our  minister  should  attend  them  at  the  admission  of  Mr.  Andrew  Wedderburn 
to  the  Kirk  of  Liff,'  and  July  2,  when  'the  said  Mr.  Wedderburn's  admission  being  delayed 
testimonial  (is)  given  them  to  be  married  at  Kinnaird.'  " 

p.  51,  n.  3,  for  "  Kirton  and  Wodron's,"  read  "  Kirkton  and  Wodrow,"  and  n.  7,  for  "  mnister,"  read 
"  minister. " 

p.  53,  line  12,  for  "  accomodation,"  read  "accommodation." 

p.  56.  David  Wedderburn  of  Craigie. — "  Some  further  references  to  him  and  his  wife,  Helen  I.awson, 
in  the  Register  of  Acts  and  Decreets  (orig.  record)  reach  me  just  as  I  am  concluding.  They  relate  to 
their  purchase  of  the  mains  of  Huntlie  from  Patrick,  Lord  Gray,  in  1542;  of  Hilton  of  Wester 
Craigie  from  the  same  superior  in  1552;  of  their  alienation  of  a  third  of  the  latter  property  in 
1553  ;  and  of  a  bond  to  which  David  was  a  cautioner  in  1552  (See  R.A.D.  s.  1542  Oct.  24,  1552 
July  29,  Dec.  13  (bis)  16,  1553  Feb.  4,  Dec.  14). 

p.   58,  line  9,  for  "  Janeson,"  read  "  Jameson." 

„       „       line  30,  for  "  two  daughters,"  read  "  one  daughter." 

„  „  n.  4.  This  note  is  ill-reasoned.  Isobell  Wedderburn,  married  in  1558,  may  not  have  been  born 
till  1540,  in  which  case  she  should  be  placed  as  a  daughter  of  her  father's  second  marriage. 

p.  68,  line  18,  for  "  James  Wedderburn,"  read  "  Peter  Newman." 

p.  69,  Sub-sect.  i.  "It  is,  I  think,  this  James  Wedderburn  who  is  named  in  the  two  following  entries  in  the 
Acta  Dominorum  Concilii,  which  have  recently  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  which  should  be  inserted 
as  R.A.D.  6  a  6  at  p.  465  of  vol.  ii.  of  this  book,  where  the  note  to  R.A.D.  6  would  thus  appear  to  be 
inaccurate. 

'  1529  May  5.  Action  by  Henry  Flescher,  patron  of  Saint  Michael's  altar  in  Dundee,  and  Sir 
James  Wychtand,  chaplain  thereof,  v.  James  Wederburne  and  Maister  Patrik  Carnegy,  showing  that 
the  pursuers  "  have  the  said  James  under  priviligit  summondis  for  impreving  of  ane  fals  charter, 
and  Robert  Seres  and  Maister  Walter  Forrester  notaris  siclyk  uuder  summondis  for  impreving  of 
twa  fals  instruments  concerning  the  patronage  of  the  said  altarage  and  for  breking  of  lawborrows  " 
and  that  to  stop  the  said  Henry  and  Sir  James  from  pursuit  of  the  action  the  said  James  Weder- 
burne and  Maister  Patrick  Carnegy  had  purchased  letters  privately  under  the  King's  subscription 
by  sinister  and  wrong  information,  without  cognition  in  the  cause,  charging  the  said  Henry  to 
renounce  his  right  of  patronage,  and  the  said  Sir  James  to  deliver  the  keys  of  his  chamber  and  vest- 
ments of  the  altar  under  pain  of  rebellion  ;  and  therefore  craving  that  the  letters  be  produced  for 
consideration  by  the  Lords.  The  defenders  do  not  compear  and  the  letters  are  suspended  (xl.  16). 
'  1529  May  7.  Sir  James  Wychtand  discharged  the  summons  of  recent  spulzie  raised  by  him 
against  James  Wedirburne,  because  the  latter  had  delivered  the  goods  again.  Both  parties  took 
instruments  (xl.  18).' " 

p.  72,  line  30,  for  "  mispresonying,"  read  "  mispresonyng." 

p.  77,  n.  2,  line  7,  after  "S.W.  103,"  add  "and  see  facsimile  of  his  signature  opp.  p.  13." 

p.  78.  There  is  in  the  Register  of  Acts  and  Decreets  a  decreet,  15  Dec.  1620,  in  an  action  by  John  Norie, 
citizen  of  Brechin,  v.  Marjorie  Dunbar,  wife  of  Robert  Dunbar,  younger  of  Moynes,  Thomas  and 
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Bessie  Low,  brother  and  sister  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Low,  and  Patrick  Wedderburne,  now  her  Additions, 
spouse,  anent  the  escheat  goods  of  the  said  Mr.  Thomas  Low,  of  which  the  pursuer  had  a  gift  under  etc. 
the  Privy  Seal.    (R.A.D.  orig.  record,  vol.  347,  fol.  361. 

p.  82,  line  7,  for  "  George  George,"  read  "George." 

p.  85,  line  2.  Euphame  Wedderburn  m.  Archibald  Blyth. — "She  is  named  31  March  1626  as  her 
husband's  relict  and  executrix  in  an  action  brought  by  her  against  various  persons  (including 
Patrick  Bishop  of  Ross,  Mortimer  of  Flemington,  Lyndsay  of  Pittarlie,  Lyndsay  of  Balgayis,  and 
others)  for  debts  due  to  her  late  husband  (R.A.D.  orig.  record,  vol.  396,  177)." 

„  „  line  15.  Bessie  Wedderburn  m.  Henry  Danskine. — -"She  is  also  named  as  his  relict,  16  March  1627, 
in  an  action  brought  v.  her  by  Robert  Winrahame,  Albany  herald,  for  a  debt  owing  by  her  late 
husbaud.     (R.A.D.  orig.  record,  vol.  398  or  216.)  " 

p.  99.  Janet  Wedderburn  m.  William  Davidson.  Since  this  account  was  written  I  have  received  some 
further  extracts  from  the  Register  of  Acts  and  Decreets  relating  to  two  actions  (a)  by  Alexander 
Cowtie  of  Dundee,  and  (b)  by  Donald  Thornetoun  of  Edinburgh  v.  Janet  and  her  children  as 
representing  the  late  William  Davidson.  These  are  all  dated  in  1611,  Feb.  6,  21,  March  6,  16, 
May  31,  June  19.  (R.A.D.  orig.  record,  vol.  258,  fol.  13,  168,  194;  vol.  262,  fol.  57, 
130,  177.)" 

p.   100,  n.  1.     "Robert  Wedderburn,  notary,  is  also  named,  post,  s.  p.  197." 

p.  108,  line  17  from  foot,  for  "p.  n.,"  read  "  p.  104,  n.  5." 

p.  109,  line  4.  "  Two  actions  by  David  Wedderburn,  burgess  of  Dundee  (a)  v.  James  Strachan  for  an 
annual  rent,  and  (b)  v.  David  Robertson  for  payment  of  monies  due  to  Wedderburn  as  "  chaplain  of 
Mekle  Sant  James'  chaplaincy."  as  well  as  three  actions  against  him  are  mentioned  in  the  Register 
of  Acts  and  Decreets  25  July  "1617,  29  March  (bis),  9  Dec.  1620,  7  July  1627.  (R.A.D.  orig.  record, 
vol.  317,  fol.  225 ;  333,  fol.*377  ;  344,  fol.  133  ;  397,  fol.  453.)  " 

„       ,.  line  13  from  foot,  for  "  Quiutilliau,"  read  "  Quintilian." 

p.   123,  line  11  from  foot,  for  "  Pannure,"  read  "  Panmure. " 

p.  124,  n.  1.  "  Mr.  Alexandei  Wedderburn,  clerk  of  Dundee,  is  also  named  in  a  decreet  16  March  1620. 
(R.A.D.  orig.  record,  vol.  333,  fol.  353.)  " 

p    125,  line  3  from  foot,  for  "  Orchiltree,"  read  "  Ochiltree." 

p.  130,  "  Peter  Wedderburn  and  his  wife,  Helen  Lovell,  are  also  named  in  a  decreet,  dated  14  June  1620. 
(R.A.D.  343,  16,  orig.  record.)  " 

p.   134,  line  22,  for  "1648,"  read  "1647-48." 

p.  136,  line  34.  Add,  "  The  date  of  Sir  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford's  death  is  not  clear.  The  date 
commonly  assigned  is  that  given  in  the  text,  but  he  is  mentioned  as  dead,  a3t.  81,  ia  Edwards 
Angus,  which  was  printed  in  1678.     See  J.W.  107,  and  p.  133,  n.  3." 

p.   163,  line  IS  from  foot,  for  "  Druntroon,"  read  "  Duntroon." 

p.  186,  line  2  from  foot,  for  "  plainly,"  read  "  plain." 

p.  191,  head-line,  for  "  Serimgeour,"  read  "  Scrymgeour." 

p.  197,  "  Mr.  James  Wedderburn  in  Dundee  is  also  named  in  a  decreet  dated  14  June  1620.  (R.A.D.  343, 
16,  orig.  record.)" 

p.  197.  "  There  is  also  an  entry  in  the  same  Register,  dated  22  July  1620  (vol.  348,  32)  of  an  action  by 
John  Lord  Balmerinoch  v.  Mr.  James  Wedderburn,  son  lawful  of  the  late  (sic)  Mr.  Alexander 
Wedderburn,  common  clerk  of  Dundee,  having  in  his  hands  and  keeping  the  prothogoll  books  of 
umquhile  Robert  Wedderburn,  notary,  and  James  Lovell,  son  and  heir  of  umquhile  William  Lovell, 
fear  of  Ballumbie,  for  his  interest,  and  mentioning  sasine  of  date  15  July  1579  granted  by  John 
Lovell  of  Ballumbie  to  his  son  William  of  the  lauds  of  Morrous,  and  other  writs  written  by  the 
said  Mr.  Robert  Wedderburn,  notary,  in  his  protocol  books,  now  in  the  custody  of  the  said  Mr. 
James  Wedderburn.  The  pursuer  produced  a  sasine  of  his  infeftment  in  the  said  lands,  dated 
13  February  1614,  under  the  sign  and  subscription  of  Mr.  Edward  (sic)  Wedderburn,  notary. 
Mr.  James  Wedderburn,  defender,  produced  the  protocoll  and  verified  the  handwriting  of  the  late 
Robert  Wedderburn,  notary. 

There  are,  however,  two  errors  in  this  entrj'.  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn  was  still  alive  at  its 
date,  and  there  was  no  Mr.  Edward  Wedderburn,  notary,  the  name  Edward  being  thus  an  error  for 
Alexander  or  James." 

p.  199.  Margaret  Goldman. — Her  father  died  in  Jan.  1605,  and  her  mother  before  29  Jan.  1620,  the  date 
of  an  entry  in  the  Register  of  Acts  and  Decreets  (vol.  333,  fol.  243,  orig.  record),  relating  to  an  action 
by  Mr.  James  Wedderburne  (lawful  son  of  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburne  of  Kingeunie,  clerk  of 
Dundee,  and  Margaret  Goldman,  his  spouse,  v.  Charles  Goldman,  merchant  burgess  of  Dundee,  for 
payment  of  500  marks  contained  in  the  first  testament  of  the  late  Margaret  Jak,  relict  of  James 
Goldman,  merchant  burgess  of  Dundee,  and  of  500  merks  "  with  ane  furnist  feddar  bed,  best  goun 
bodie  and  skirt,  best  clokis,  and  best  hewit  plaid  "  contained  in  her  second  testament. 

p.  207,  line  13  from  foot,  add  a  note,  "See  as  to  a  supposed  charter  of  1612,  post,  p.  455." 

p.  214,  line  4,  for  "  second,"  read  "  third  or  second  surviving." 

p.  217,  line  11  from  foot,  for  "John,"  read  "James." 

p.  223,  line  4  from  foot,  for  "self  him,"  read  "himself." 

p.  239,  n.  1,  after  "(D.Dec.  41)  ;"  add  "29  Oct.  1702,  bond  to  him  by  the  town  of  Dundee,  retired  by 
the  Council  (D.C.B.  146)." 

p.  242,  line  30,  after  "  know,"  insert  "  how." 

p.   255,  line  3,  after  "  relating,"  insert  "  to." 

p.  256,  n.  2.     The  calculation  of  years  in  this  note  is  inaccurate. 

p.  263,  line  21,  for  "when,"  read  "where." 

p.  264,  line  20,  for  "  made,"  read  "held  in  trust." 

p.  277,  line  23,  insert  "be,"  before  "dead." 

p.   283,  line  15,  dele  "is." 

p.  285,  line  11  from  foot,  after  "  David,"  insert  "  made." 
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Additions,  p.  287,  line  22,  for  " accidently,"  read  "accidentally." 

etc.  tl       n  line  43,  for  "John  Smyth,   eldest  son  of  John  Smyth,  W.S.,   of  Balharry,"  read  "John  Smyth, 

writer,  only  son  of  James  Smyth,  W.S.  (only  son  and  heir  of  John  Smyth  of  Balharry)." 
p.  293,  n.  6,  for  "  eldest,"  read  "  second." 

p.  300,  line  28,  add  "  Sir  William  Hope  died  at  Pinkie  5  Sept.  1898." 

p.  309,  line  11.  Isabella  Col  vile  married  Samuel  Marindin.  See  as  to  the  errors  of  this  paragraph  and 
the  note  to  it,  ante,  pref.,  p.  xvi.,  n.  1.  In  the  paragraph  "  Wester"  should  be  "Weston,"  "five 
sons"  should  be  "six  sons,"  and  after  "Marindin,"  "of  Chesterton"  should  be  inserted.  The 
note  should  be  entirely  re-read  thus  : — 

"  Mrs.  Marindin' s  family  was  as  follows  : — 

1.  Henry  Colvile  Marindin,  b.  1834,  d.  1872  ;  m.  in  1856  Mary,  only  daughter  of  John  Gregory 

Watkins  of  Woodfield,  Omberley,  co.  Worcester,  and  had  issue  Arthur  Henry,  b.  1868,  now  of 
Woodfield,  Lieut,  in  the  42nd  Highlanders  (Black  Watch)  ;  Mary  Isabel  (d.  1869) ;  and 
Edith  Mary. 

2.  Eden  Marindin,  b.  1836,  d.  1837. 

3.  (Sir)  Francis  Arthur  Marindin,  K.C.M.G.,  b.  1838  ;  Major  R.E.,  retired  1879  ;  Senior  Inspecting 

Officer  to  the  Board  of  Trade;  m.  1860  Kathleen  Mary  Stevenson  (only  daughter  of  Sir 
William  Stevenson,  K.C.B.),  and  has  issue  Kathleen  Mary  Isabel.  On  the  death  of  his  uncle, 
Eden  Colvile,  in  1893,  he  succeeded,  by  his  will,  to  the  estate  of  Craigflower,  co.  Fife. 

4.  Philip  Samuel  Marindin,  R.E.,  b.  1839,  d.  1876 ;  m.  Florence  Cecilia  Heuslowe,  daughter  of 

Francis  Henslowe,  and  had  issue  Philip  Hugh,  b.  1871  ;   Francis  Eden,  b.  1875. 

5.  George  Eden  Marindin,  b.  1841  ;  m.  1870  Letitia  Frances  Griffiths,  daughter  of  G.  F.  Griffiths, 

and  has  issue  Helen  Cecil,  Alice  Isabel. 

6.  Charles  Randal  Marindin,  b.  1851  ;  m. 

i.  Helen  Drummond  Jackson  (only  daughter  of  Sir  Louis  Jackson,  C.I.E..  Judge  of  the  High 
Court  of  Calcutta),  by  whom  he  had  issue  Cecil  Colvile,  b.  1 879,  Annabel  Staveley,  Isabel 
Rose,  and  Alice  Dolores  ; 
ii.  in  1893  Edith  Alice  Atkinson  (daughter  of  E.  T.  Atkinson,  CLE.,  Accountant-General, 
Bengal),  and  has  issue  Philip  Charles,  b.  1896  ;  John  Francis,  b.  1897 ;  and  Isabel 
Dorothy  Mercedes. 

and 

1,  Katharine  Isabella  Marindin  ;  2,  Alice  Mary  Marindin  ;  and  3,  Eleanor  Agnes  Marindin,  m.  1886 
Thomas  John  Franks,  of  Ballyscaddane,  co.  Limerick." 
p.  311,  line  12,  dele  "great." 

p.   324,  line  5  from  foot,  for  "  Marion  "  read  "  Caroline." 
p.   336,  line  4,  for  "  three,"  read  "  four." 
p.  346,  line  37,  after  "  Cumberland,"  insert  "  Place,  2  May." 
p.  347,  line  8,  after  "Perth"  add  "  (who  died  at  Bedford  in  July  1898)." 
p.  350,  line  12,  dele  "Unmarried,"  and  add  "He  married  at  S.  Jude's  Church,  Southsea,  31  Aug.  1898, 

Louisa  Mary  Whaite,  daughter  of  his  mother's  half-brother,  the  late  Major  J.  E.  White,  formerly  of 

the  10th  Regiment  and  Connaught  Rangers  (S.  Mayo  Rifles)." 
p.  358,  at  foot,  for  "  Melsetter  .  .  .  Shaerter,"  read  "  Milster  .   .  .  Shibster." 
p.  882,  line  5,  for  "three,"  read  "five." 

p.  383,  line  15,  insert  "  as,"  before  "  his,"  and  line  42,  dele  "  it." 

p.  392,  lines  10  and  11  from  foot.     Here  and  in  the  pedigree  II.  on  page  392,  for  "1776,"  read"  1773." 
p.  397,  line  31,  for  "  Janet,"  read  "Jean." 

p.  399,  line  7  from  foot,  for  "accomodate,"  read  "accommodate." 
p.  413,  line  7  from  foot,  after  "  according,"  insert  "  to." 
p.  416,  line  33,  for  "formally,"  read  "formerly." 
„       ,,       line  2  from  foot,  for  "  instituted,"  read  "  substituted." 
p.  436,  line  20,  for  "  cordour,"  read  "codour." 
p.  442,  line  21,  dele  "two." 
p.  444,  line  3,  for  "cripped,"  read  "  crippled." 
p.  446,  line  29,  for  "elasped,"  read  "elapsed." 
p.  459,  last  line,  for  "  Pynne's,"  read  "  Prynne's  " 

p.  464,  n.  1,  line  6,  for  "Nisbet"  read  "Douglas."     This  error  is  in  the  original  volume. 
p.  468,  line  27  from  foot,  insert  "as,"  before  "  it." 
p.   489,  line  2,  for  "  1780-90,"  read  "  1780—1890." 
p.  496,  Sect,  iv.,  after  line  22  from  foot,  insert  "  William  Wedderburu,  co.  Berwick,  is  named  as  oneof 

several  defendants,  tenants  of  Sir  Patrick  Home  of  Aytoun,  co.  Berwick,  against  whom  Sir  Patrick 

brings  an  action  for  rent,  26  Jan.  1627.     (Seg.  Acts  and  Decreets,  orig.  record,  vol.  397,  fol.  234." 
p.  500,  line  18,  for  "  Aberdeen,"  read  "  Allerdeau." 
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The  following  are  the  two  pieces  of  music  referred  to  in  the  note  at  pp.  Ixxx.— lxxxi.  Additions 
ot  the  Introduction  : —  etc. 
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